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Oculus
Jllarrero Announces Revieur ef
Zoning Resolutlon

At a joint meeting of the AIP
and the Chapter Executive, Ur-
ban Planning and Housing Com-
mittees on Mar.l0, City Plan-
ning Conrnission Chai rman,
Victor Marrero, di scussed hls
agencyts plan for reviewing
the existing Zoning Resolution
in the context of changed plan-
ning goals and condltions which
have evolved since the ,61 reg-
ulations were adopted.

The objectives of zoning have
become broader, seeking not
only traditional controls, but
also fostering economlc devel-
opment, protection of the en-
y\onnrent, and cornmun i ty i den-

y. New zoning techniques

continued on page I

Survey, Reveals Glimmer of Optimism
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The above graph represents a consolidation of surveys run this
year and last by the Office Practice Committee. All the Chapter
offices were asked to provide anonymously the number of people

principals, all employees, everyone they had at the end of
each year through t76. Over half the off ices of 4 or more re-
sponded. They were also asked to estimate how many people they
werg likely to have at the end of '17, and the above upward zig
confirms what some chapter members have been reporting that
th i ngs Ibok better.

The surveys we ran in '7\ and '75 were on a different basis: the
arnount of work, e
proceed. The '7\
'69 a high peak
drop amounting to
than what is show
employees were th
sizes of offices.

xpressed in construction dollars, authorized to
survey showed new work in ,13 to be 557" under
year and the '75 survey showed a further
75"4 under '69. These figures are rnore drastic

n above, which indicates that architectural
e major casual ities in the contraction in the

This surveyrs results are being circulated widely to the press,
to individuals in government, and to the construction industry.
The Chapterrs surveys have attracted wide attention particul-
arlV the first one: we were the first in the country to provide
rel iable f igures on archi tectural activity.tr

George Lewis
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Calendar
oMon. ,Apr.77 through 29, 9:3A 4: i0 F Chapter Headquarters
Six panels on Frank LIoyd Wright. Travel ing exhibit prepared by
Edgar Tafel for showing in community centers, schools. Wine and
cheese opening, Mon. I l, 5:30.

OWed. ,Apr. f i , L2 : 30 p.m. Chapter Headquarters
Professional I iabi I ity: Multiple Claims arising from a single
project wi I I be discussed by the Office Practice Committee at
its regular meeting. Plans for a May Chapter meeting will be
developed. Chapter members are i nvi ted.

OWed. ,Apr.20 , 5 :30 p.m. Chapter Headquarters
The Chapterrs Architects in Government Committee will sponsor a
panel discussion on Governmental Planning and the design deci-
s ion maki ng process. Panel i sts wi I I be, Ri chard Rosan, Di rec-
tor, Mayor's 0ffice of Development; Thomas Ga'l vin, General Man-
ager, Battery Park City Authority; Robert Esnard, Director,
Bronx Office, Department of City Planning; Alex Cooper, Com-
missioner, New York City Department of City Planning; and
Richard Rosenthal Commi ttee Chai rman wi I I moderate.

awed. ,Apr.20 , 9 : 30 a.m. MetropoTitan Museum of Art
The Architects in lndustry Committee will sponsor a site visit
to the Metropol itan Museum of Art, Arthur Rosenblatt, Vice
Director for Architecture and Planning for the Museum will host
the visit which wil I include a presentation of his "ln-house"
operation and a tour of their current construction in progress.
Those interested please call Peter Thomson at 489-6666. The
group wi I I be I imited to 30 on a f irst come f irst served bas is.

OFri . ,Apr.22 , 5 : 30 p.m. Chapter Headquarters
The Forum on Architecture, Planning and Society wi ll continue
its series this month with two activist community leaders dis-
cussing the f iscal crisis in New York City: its implications
for social planning. Speakers are Brad Smith, and Francis
Goldin. Chairman of the meeting will be James Marston Fitch,
Professor, School of Architecture, Columbia University.

a7ues . ,Apr.26 , 5 :30 p.m. Chapter Headquarters
A Solar Energy Case Study sponsored by our Energy and Environ-
ment Committee. Presentation of the Madeira School, Greenway,
Va., and an Upper East Side brownstone residence. Guests wi I I
be Peter Flack, Mechanical Engineer, for the Madeira School;
John Caragliana, Architect, for the brownstone. Cash bar !:00.

oCitg CoTTege SchooL of Architecture Lectures
Graduate Center auditorium, 3
ception fol lowing. Wed.,Apr.2
sign for the Elderly, Thomas
Buildings Alive - Reuse of 0l

. \z St., 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. re-
taying Well in Buildings De-
umacher. Thurs. ,Ap r.28 Keep i ng
ui ldings, Rodolpho Machado.

3W
OS
Sch
dB

OThe Architecture of Hol-Land and England SpeciaT Summer Tours
May 26 through June 'l0. An opportunity to travel and study with
architects and planners is being organized by the lnstitute for
Architecture and Urban Studies, 8 W. 4O St., NY 100.l8, Tele-
phone Frederieke Taylor, 398-91+7\. May I Deadline.
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PSC:
No lnsulation; No Power

Chapter members should be
aware that the New York State "

Public Service Commission has
i nstructed ut i I i ty compan i es
i n New York State to refuse
to provide new or expanded
electrical service to residen-
tial buildings which do not
conform to the insulation and
thermal performance standards
developed by PSC in their Case
26913, "Proceeding on Motion
of the Commission as to ln-
sulat ion Standards."

Th i s rul i ng appl i es to "one
and two-fami ly residential
construction for which
bui lding permi ts have not
been i ssued pri or to Apr. l'77"
and to'rMul ti -fami 1y residen-
tial construction for which
bu i I d i ng permi ts have not been
issued prior to July l'77."

At this time, the standards
- and the reasoning which led
up to them are stated in PSb-
0pinion No. 76-16, of Aug. l3
'76 and PSC 0pinion No.76-15
(n) of Nov.9'76. These docu-
ments are available f rom the
Publ ic Service Commission,
2 World Trade Center. These
standards will be incorporated
into the New York Dept. of
State's Code Rules and Regula-
t ions vol . l6 (t 5ltYcRR)
Sect i ons I 00 to I 07. tr

Diane Serber



Starr and Stein are
No Shrinking Violets at Forum

To shrink or not to shrink was

-ot the subject of the recent
,rteetirlg of the Forum on ertfri--
tecture, Planning and Society.
The question seemed to be rnore
centered on how to shrink in a
way that would be ncst benef i-
cial to those who remaln in
New York City.

The Panel ists
Roger Starr a
need no intro
readers. Sta
fami I iar thes
shrinking pop
York City is
I at ionsh i p wi
decl ine. Thi

he even i ng,
chard Stein,
on to OcuTus
esented his
at the
on of New
symbiotlc re-
e concomi tant
line is due

to the emigration of business,
particularly in the manufactur-
ing field. The 670,000 jobs
lost in the past 7 years have
forced many to Ieave in search
of work. 0thers just transfer
to publ ic assistance rol ls and

A("y put. The resul tant ,de-
i ne of the 'rEconomi c C i ty"

mus t a f f ect the | 
'Gove rnmen ta I

Ci ty.'r Even af ter severe cut-
backs in City services and City
employees, the current budget
stil l has a $ZOO mil l ion def i-
cit. The publ ic debt accumula-
ted, strangely enough during
more prosperous t imes, rnust now
be carried by a smaller and
relat ively poorer popul at ion.
Budget cuts and the resultant
thinning out of publ ic services
are counter productive. Just
take a ride during non-peak
hours (which seem to get longer
and longer) on the subway
trains (which seem to get
shorter and shorter) to experi -
ence counter productivity. Roger
Starrrs thesis is that we
should cut the geographic area
to be served and not the qual -
ity of the service. lnhabi-
tants of partial ly vacant areas'^luld be relocated in other
-.;ct i ons of the C i ty whe re se r-
vices could be delivered more
effi ciently. Vacant areas

oft
nd Ri
duct i
rr pr
is th
ulati
in a
th th
s dec

would be cleared out, and shut
down, and Ieft for future de-
velopment. He i sn't sure that
this would be rnore economical
than the present laissez fai re
approach but he is certain
that his proposal is worthy of
ser ious s tudy and i s far rpre
humane than Ieaving people in
burnt out areas and in what
has become the countryrs in-
ef f i cient dump i ng ground for
the unemployed.

Richard Stein termed Starrls
vacant areas as ilcortons sani-
ta i re" and caut ioned aga i nst
the spreading effects of del ib-
erately created vacant areas.
He cal Ied for neighborhood
preservat ion through inf i I I

construction and the rehabili-
tat ion of exist ing structures.
He cited the need to conserve
the existing infrastructure and
bui ldings as necessary in an
overal I energy conservation
strategy, observing that re-
habilitation work is more labor
intensive whi le new construc-
tion is energy intensive. ln-
habitants of areas should be
engaged in the reconstruction
of their own neighborhoods and
in that lead a more satisfying 
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existance than by being shunt- ,

ted off to a relocated ghetto.

It was quite apparent that
these two divergent points of
view could not be readily re-
solved but it seems to be in-
creasingly clear that the City
should take a more forthright
approach to the problem of a
dimin ishi ng popul ation.tr

Norbert iV. Turkel
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Residential Plaza Guidelines
Supported

Special Urban Design Guide-
lines ilResidential Plazasrl
and i ts accompany ing 'rstreet-
scaper' - are the latest in a
long series of codicils to be
welded to the aging chassis of
the Zon i ng Resol ut ion of ' 6l .

They are calendared for a
hearing before the Board of
Estimate on Mar.24 and werre
p repa red .

The New York Chapter has sup-
ported the amendments at pub-
lic hearings while noting, in
the words of the New York Time
Times that the Planning Com-
mi ss ion !'t reads per i I ous I y
close to the edge of its pro-
per jurisdiction." Previously,
the Chapterrs Urban Design and
Housing Committees had worked
closely with the City's Urban
Design Group to el iminate some
rather impracticable clauses
and to preserve for the arch-
itect greater design flexibil-
ity in meeting the goals man-
dated by the legIslation.

Since '61, some brobdingnagian
apartment towers have drastic-
al ly altered the skyl ine in
the high density, high income
res idential quarters of Man-
hattan south of 90tfr S t reet .
These R-l 0 behemoths have been
granted a 207o increase in
bulk, largely through use of
the so-ca I I ed 'rp I aza bon us il
an amenity, in theory, bene-
ficial for, and open to, the
general publ i c.

But in most cases, these
plazas have been filled with
driveways, service and garage
entrances unattractive and
unusable or reserved as
pri vate "turf. r' Di s i I l us ion-
ment is widespread,

Some chapter members feel that
publ ic plazas in residential
areas should be eliminated
root and branch. Thei r day
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may come . 0n llar .12, V i ctor
Marrero, Chairman of CPC,
presented to the Chapter the
outline for a radical review
of the entire '51 Resolution
in all its Jesuitical complex-
ities. See article on page l
of this oculus.

ln the meantine, however, we
favor sunl i ght, trees, benches
and fountains and support therrResidential Plazast' guide-
I ines. This is consistent
wlth the same position we took
i n support ing the trUrban Open
Space Amendmentr" passed May
21,'75, to regulate plazas in
@mmercial districts.tr

CharLes Hughes

P .S .No opposition was express-
e-d at the hearing which was
cl-osed Late in the evening of
Mar.24' 77 . Charl-es Hughes re-
presented the Chapter.O

Cast lron fuchitecture
Walks

t,Jith Sprlng come the walking
tours of the old corTrnercial --areas of lower Manhattan wi th
which the Friends of Cast lron
Architecture are making New
Yorkers more and rpre famil iar.
That is where the l gtfr century
iron front buildings still
stand, and of course everyone
knows that New York now con-
tains more of these than the
rest of the world together.

The Friends have a series of
four different tours, all on
Sunday afternoons and wi I I
start the Spring series on
Apr. l7 wi th a wa I k through the
old streets south of Canal St.
in what is now awkwardly called
Tribeca (triangle below Canal ) .

Meet at 2 p.m. in the little
park where Hudson and Chambers
Streets cross, with a volunteer
guide who may be an archltect
or archi tectural historian.
The fee of $2.50 goes into th
coffers of the organizat ion. V

SoHo i s the second tour r otr
May 5, After that comes the
tour on May 22, Bond and
Lafayette Streets. The fi na I

and fourth tour, or June 5,
covers the Ladies Shopping Mile,
from Grace Church to 23 St.
passing the big one-time de-
partment stores now used as
loft buildings.

No reservations are needed.
All tours start at 2 p.m. and
go rain or shine. For infor-
mat ion: 212-\77-21 24. s

Margot GagTe

Drawing of 93 Reade Street bg
Alta fndeTman a student at
Cooper tlnion.

I
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NYSAA News

As no f unds are avai lable for
+.ub I I ca t i on of NYSAA news I et te r

uring '77, State Association
news is being dissem?nated
through regular Chapter cormun-
i cat Ions .

oPol itical campaign contribu-
tions: ln preparation for the
gubernatorial election, NYSAA
is defining the parameters
within which political cam-
paign contributions can be
made, ethical ly and legal ly.
0ther related organizatIons
are undertaking the same study.
Members having experience with
campaign contributions are re-
quested to forward i nformat ion
and/or suggestion to Len
Welnberg, 160 Hillaire CIrcle,
White PIains, NY 10603.

oNYSAA's Health Committee has
contacted Victor Schinnerer and
requested that he include the
recommended Cert i f icat ionletter. Members wishing to
obtain copies of this letter
should contact Martin eohen,
S0M, 4OO Park Ave., New York,
NY 10022 or NYSAA Headquarters.
tr

Appointment of Architects and
Planners Urged

President Stein has written
Manhattan Borough Pres ident
Percy Sutton recommending that
architects and planners be ap-
pointed to community boards as
a resource to help them deal
with the numerous planning
problems on their agendas.

The Chapter office would ap-
preciate having the names of
professionals who have been

-ppo i n ted to commun i ty boa rds
, ot' '77 . We know of cases
where some have not been re-
appointed.tr

\lGstchester Chapter
Wants You

NYC/AIA members living in West-
chester are lnvited by the
Westchester Chapter to partici;
pate In its activities through
becoming unass i gned members.
Call its current president,
Laxlo Papp , 914-949-1851 .tr

Tour Guides Needed

NYC/A.IA is planning to join
wi th the Envi ronmental Psych-
ology program of CUNY, the
Slerra Club, and probably with
AlP, ASLA, the Municipal Arts
Society, and others to organ-
ize a series of walking tours
in the area near the United
Nations. This will be our way
of participating in the U.N.
sponsored World Envi ronment
Day celebration exhibit. The
exhibit is to be held on the
grounds of the United Nations
on Sat.June 4. The purpose of
our tours wi ll be to raise the
publ icrs consciousness about
urban envi ronmental i ssues,
about human habitat in the
City by using elements in the
area of the U.N. as illustra-
tive examples.

We need of course enthusiastic
and dynamic tour guides, many
of whom are suspected of lurk-
ing within the confines of the
Chapter, for the one-day occa-
sion. lf you are interested
(and think you can pass the
World Environment Day enthusi-
asm testt) please contact
J.erry Mal tz at (ZtZ) lll-Sl 3l ,
day or night, or leave a mes-
sage for him at Chapter
Headquarters. El

Resolutions Sent onto lnstitute

Five resolutlons on the fol low-
ing subjects have been forward-
ed to the lnstitute for con-
sideration at the San Diego
convention in June:

oThat government agencies
funding construction incl ude
architects in early decision-
mak i ng;

oThat AIA members be more
ful ly informed of opportuni-
ties for work subcontracted
by the AIA Research Corpora-
tion;

oThat the lnstituters com-
mi tment to the profess ional
advancement of minorIties
be reaffi rmed;

aThat there be a comprehen-
s i ve review of the qual i fi ca-
tions for Fellowship and the
procedures for the election
of Fellows;

oThat a pol icy be developed
to enable members temporari Iy
unable to pay dues to contin-
ue participation in the AlA.tr

Northeast Policy Committee
Formed

At the I nv i tat ion of A lA Pres -
ident Jack McGinty a committee
has been formed to make recom-
mendations to the AIA on how
i t mi ght inf I uence Federal
pol icy concerning the older-
c[ties of the Northeast. The
members are Richard Stein,
Peter Samton, Arthur Holden,
John Be I I e , Joseph [^/as se rman
and George Lewis.tr
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Cooper Union: Equal tothe Best

:':
:

:

Peter CooPer

I'Eq ua I to the bes t'r i s the way
Peter Cooper wanted his school
to be when he founded i t i n
1859. Cooper, who became a

sel f-made weal thy industrial -
ist, started the nation's
fi rst tuition-free, Private
col lege. He intended his
school to be for intel I igent
young people who might not
othe rwi se be ab le to af ford a

col Iege education. TodaY,
Coope r Un ion wi th a tota I of
900 students remains true to
this original concePt.

The School of Architecture is
one of three Schools at CooPer.

John Hejduk

of Architecture been independ-
ent of the School of Art.

A physical manifestation of
change at Cooper i s the new
look of the landmark Cooper
Union Foundation Bui lding,
which reopened in '7\, after
being completely gutted and
renovated. The archi tect for
the renovation was John Hejduk,
the present Dean of the School
of Archi tecture. The bui lding
was originally designed bY

Frederi ck A. Peterson and con-
structed in 1859.

Since enrol lment at CooPer is
small, there is a very close
working relationship between
students and facul ty. Th i s
facul ty has i ncl uded some of
the best architects in the
profess ion, i ncl udi ng Lew

Davis, Sam BrodY, Alan
Schwartzman, Ri chard Meier,
Richard Stein, Richard Dattner
Peter Eisenman, James Polshek,
Bernard Spri ng, Norval Wh i te,
who are al I incidentlY, mem-

bers of the Chapter, and many

others. Many started teach-
ing at Cooper and later
achieved success in the Pro-
fess i on. Pol shek and SPri ng

Photo bg Lawrence Levine

"graduated" to higher positions
as Deans of other Architecture
schools and Eisenman founded
his own by starting the lnsti-
tute for Architecture and Urban
Studies. All instructors at
Cooper are given free rein tc\--
teach as they see fit.

Students, who are, in effect,
on a ful I scholarship, are ex-
pected to be dedicated to their
chosen profession and to be
productive. There are many
students who cannot make the
grade, and an attrition rate
approaching 50% is common.
Many students transfer to Art,

The other two ar
of Art, and the
gineering. The
Archi tecture wi t

et
Sch
Sch
ha

he School
ool of En-
ool of
bout I 60

or to other school s w

ferent majors, or rep
year. Approxi matel y
students have graduat
the archi tectural pro
s ince '45.

ith
eat
4oo
ed
gra

dif-
a

f rom
mstudents is the smallest and

also the newest of the three.
Architecture courses had been
available at Cooper for sev-
eral decades, but onlY recentlY
has the School of Archi tecture
achieved separate shape,
status, and strength.

tn t6\, the first Bachelor of
Archi tecture degree was granted
by the Coll€9e, and onlY in the
last few years has the School

Much credit for the success of
the Archi tecture School must be
given to the late Esmond Shaw,
former Dean of the School of
Art and Architecture, John
Wh i te, the current Pres i dent,
and John Hejduk, who has donr
much to maintain the qualitY-

6
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Richard Meier and Batbaxa Rose at an exhibit of his woxk at Foundation BuiTding, Cooper
Cooper Union in '76. Photo bg StanTeg Seligson Union.photo bg StanTeg Seligson

continued from page 6 An architectural- school-ts exceLLence is primariJg due to :ts
tal-ented students and its dedicated facuTtg. During the last
fifteen gears, The Cooper union SchooT of Architecture has
gained an internationaL reputation and it r.s onLg fitting to
List those f acuTtg who brought the schooL to .2. ts present
position: Raimund J. Abraham, Diana r. Agrest, paul- Amatuzzo,
Arnol-d Arbeit , Edwin Avil-es , Louis AxeJbank, Bertram L. Bassuk,
Richard Bender , samuel- M. Brodg , peter w. Brud.er, Arthur E .
Bge , Jr. , Richard H. BaLser, Roger Canon, Anthong Cand.id.o,
Joseph D'AmeJio, Richard Dattner, Lewis Davis, Anthong EardJeg ,
Peter D. Eisenman, wiTf iam El-Lis , David H. EJwe77 , wiLl-iam
FarreLl- , Jag EJeishman, John FowTer, James Freed , Ludwig
Gl-aeser, Regi GoTdberg, charLes Gwathmeg, John Hejduk, Richard
Henderson, Lee Trancis Hodgden, Kenneth Kaiser, Richard KapTan,
Stephen Kiviat , Edward Knowl-es , Etel Thea Kramer , DanieT Laitin ,
Arthur M. Lawrence, oswaLdo Lourenso, Thomas wajker Luckeg ,
Harrg Mahl-er, Richard Meier, carT Meinhardt , peter MiLl-ard ,
Jose Paf ael- Moneo Julian JVesk: , Tranz oswaTd, David H. oxman ,
James' s . PoTshek, John T . Roberts , David Roess Jer, Bernard.
Rothzeid, rrwin Rubin, John c. schiff , Jon Michael schwartirg,
Al-an schwartzman, Ricardcs scofidio, ,sean w. scuTJeg, ysraeT A.
Seinuk, Esmond Shaw, Robert STutzkg, Herman D.J. SpiegeT,
Bernard Spring, Todd Springer , Richard Stein, Edvin K.
stromsten, stanTeg Tigerman, Fred Travisano, Anne G. Tqng, Al_Lan
Al-l-an wa77is , John T. wal-sh, rrving weiner, NorvaL white , Tod.
Williamst Lerog Wil-son, Chester J. Wisniewski, Michael hlurmfeld,
Peter Wol-f , Morris Zeitl_in.

riod, when the Archi tecture
curriculum began to take shape. hnHej duk, De

chool of Arch

of education at Cooper. The
wri ter spoke to Professor
_Hejduk, a '50 graduate, and
^.efessor Richard Stein, a '37
graduate, who has also taught
at Cooper for some 30 years.

Both feel that there are basic-
al ly two factors that have con-
trl buted to Cooperrs success.
The first is the very qual ity
of the students that enter.
Stein has guest lectured at
several schools and notes that
there is a sophistication,
brightness, and curios ity arnong
Cooper students not found else-
where. Second i s the ded i ca-
tion to the idea of Architec-
ture that peffiE-t"s the school ,
coupled with a collegiate in-
sulari ty. Even though a stu-
dent derives stimulus from
the outs i de, ever-chang i ng,
bustling metropol is, his edu-
cat ion at Cooper rema ins re-
markably unswayed by external
events. Th i s has been t rue
,s.ince the post World l{ar ll

7
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Review of Zoning Resolution

continued from page L

have been developed for special
ci rcumstances but not tested
for c i ty-wi de app I i cat i on .

Marrero also discussed the need
to respond to new Federal and
State legislative mandates, and
in particular to envi ronmental
requirements, which have creat-
ed new public pol icy and con-
fl i cts wi th the present zon i ng
framework. AI though the speci -
fics have not been defined it
is certain that the revised
City Charter will affect the
Zoning Resolution. There has
also been a rapid evoiution in
zoning laws national ly and
these trends need to be re-
flected in the new document.

Marrero announced that the
Department of City Planning is
in the process of setting up a
special Zoning Study Group
(zse) . The group wi I I review
major pol icy issues, and de-
velop implementation strate-
gies. One of the primary ob-
ject i ves of ZSG i s to secure
the publ i c's i nvol vement. The
s tudy wi I I take f rom l4 ro 16
months and an appropriate
liaison mechanism will be es-
tabl i shed wi th the NYC/Al A.tr

Todd Lee
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Cooper Union

cantinued ftom page 6

Before the t,Ja r, the Cooper p ro-
gram was more pragmat ical Iy
oriented with an emphasis on
job training.

At Cooper the emphasis is now
placed on the thought process,
avoiding the tendency to ride
with the latest trend. (Al-
though Cooper i tsel f may have
given bi rth to certain recent
trends. ) Stein notes that
student attitudes have only
sl ightly been effected by out-
side affairs in the 30 years
he has taugh t tte re. Hej duk
observed that duri ng the re-
bel I ious times of the '60's,
when many schools were trying
novel approaches, Cooper kept

i ts head, cont i nu i ng to con-
centrate on the basic archi-
tecture process, and was \-
consequently rewarded wi th
its own show and publ ication
by the Museum of Modern Art.
I t is the onl y school , wi th
the exception of the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts, to be so honored.

Understanding the phi Iosophy
of the School , one needn't ask
what changes are being made
because of the present econom-
ic crisis. lndeed, ES Hejduk
says, a school i s part of the
real world, though not exactly
the real world, and hence en-
joys the advantages of being
removed f rom external cris is.tr

Lawtence Levine

TheWay to Gateway is to Stay lnvolved

At a joint meeting of the Municipal Arts societg, and the
NYC/AIA, Jonathan Barnett (photo on Teft) presented the l-atest
pTans for Gatewag (see Feb/77 oculus). Bradford Green (photo
riqht) stressed the necessitg for pubTic interest groups such
as the MAS and the chapter to stag invoTved in Gatewag to be
sure that the pJans move ahead and don't get side tracked.E \-

Photos bg Denis GTen Kuhn



An Old Tax Gimmick Becomes a Vehicle for Reuse

^The law known as J5l, was the
,ubject of the Mar.9 Office
Practice Commi ttee meeting.
AII of the meetings of this
commi ttee are open to al I the
Chapter membership. For the
occasion a good cross section
of our colleagues were present
to learn about the only I ive
p rog ram i n town .

The law isn't really a new
program at all but an old tax
gimmi ck ori ginal ly conceived
in '55 to get rid of sub-stan-
dard rooming houses and cold
water flats, whi le del iberate-
ly excluding large hotels, by
offering tax credits for the
cost of renovating properties
to code complying residential
un i ts. The I aw has s i nce ,55
been amended a number of times
J5t can also be applied to
maintenance and repair work as
wel I as the more publ icized
-)nve rs i on p roj ects .

As Stephen B. Jacobs, Chapter
member and moderator of the
panel pointed out, the amended
law has been most effective in
deve'loping low and middle in-
come hous i ng whi I e j ust about
every other concept in town is
virtually at a standstill. He
said that the J5l process is
"redtape and graft free.,, The
developer completes a project,
obta i ns a C. of 0. , and then
app I i es for J5 t tax cred i ts .

There is no preconstruction
agency review and contact with
governmental bureaus is min-
imal.

He indicated that J5l has of-
fered the publ ic what it wants

"a unique one of a kind apar
apartmentrrin an in-town loca-
tion. He hopes that in a Iong
A\ln tha t the J5 I expe r ience

I I ra i se hous i ng s tanda rds
in its demonstration that the
pub I i c asp i res to more than
j ust the bare min imum standard

office Practice conmittee meeting on J51 From 7.to r. warren
Otis, Deputg Director, Magor's Office of Mid-Town Action,
ATan schwartznem, committee chairman, stephen B. Jacobs , codes
corwnittee chairman, Joseph Gaier, Attorneg, Barnet Liberman,
DeveToper.
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hous i ng un i t. The market for
such apartments has expanded
beyond j ust "art i sts,, and
those who lead artistic I ives
to a broader spectrum of the
population.

Joseph Ga ier, an attorney de-
scr i bed some of the i nt ri ca-
cies of J5l whlch allow for up
to 90% of the certified reno-
vation cost to be credited
against real estate taxes for
as long as 20 years. This can
result in zero or nominal
taxes for a cons i derab I e
period of time. The unplanned
app I i cat ion of the J5 I pro-
vi s ions wh i ch can, i n conver-
sion projects, drive out need-
ed smal I industries and insert
dwelling units in areas which
do not have suffi cient res i -
dentiaJ services was a criti-
ci sm ra i sed i n the Nov/76
i s s ue of ocul-us by Beve r I y
Moss Spatt, Chairman of the
Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion.

stressed the importance of
what amounts to tax abatement
for 20 years via J5l, as the
thing that makes the law at-
tractive. lt's also the thing
that makes the law a program
for much needed construction
activity.

The law which has stimulated a
number of very worthwh ile pro-
jects and also some meaningful
criticism is due to expire in
Dec.'78. I t has provided a
vehicle for the retrieval and
reuse of our older bui lding
fabri c wi th I ess d i rect gov-
ernmental intervention. Some
think that J5l wi I I work only
as long as there is a housing
shortage and a depressed state
i n the economy. I trs cont i nu-
ance must be assured by the
legislature. ltrs use dicta-
ted by the economics of the
time.tr

Denis GLen Kuhn

I
Barnet Liberman, a developer,



Alliance of Women in Architecture
Steps into its Sixth Year

Where can one hear a I ively
discussion on "Women in Rbal
Estate Development,rr or rrArch-
i tects and the Lawr'1 or I'Arch-
itects and the Handicapped?'1
Usually on the 3rd Thurs. of
each month, summer excepted,
at the general meetings of the
Al I iance of Women in Architec-
tu re.

The AWA, a non-prof it corpora-
tion, encourages and advIses
women who have chosen archi-
tecture as a career, and
brings to the public a greater
awareness of the problems
facing women in architecture
and related professions.
Formed by a group of women
architects in May '72 during
an open meeting at the Archi-
tectural League, the need for
a change in the status of
women in architecture was ex-
p res sed .

Besides the general meetings,
a compact newsletter is pub-
lished acting as a bulletin of
i nformat ion. I t conta i ns
articles of interest to women

job opportunities, Iectures
and d iscuss ions, AI^/A events,
AIA events, and news from
other profess ional organ iza-
tions.

tn add i t ion, RVR sponsors a
I icensing workshop, where a
I ibrary of study aids is main-
tained for this purpose. Non-
members may use the library
for a nominal charge. Employ-
ment counseling service, and
job I isting for women is main-
tained, and an education work-
shop assisted by a grant from
the New York State Council on
the Arts, has been formed to
advise students and guidance
counselors about archi tecture
as a profession.

The AWA i s managed by a coord-
inating committee of 12 to 20,
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Albert Barash
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Women have pTaged a supporting roLe for gears.
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and welcomes women for mem-
bershi p who are arch i tects,
ci ty pl anners, urban des i gn-
ers, i nterior des i gners,
landscape arch i tects, graphi c
designers, and teachers. For
further information, contact
AWA, P.0. Box 5136, FDR Sta-
t ion, New York, NY I 0022.tr
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