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Ghapter Fights Back on
Omaha Firm's Selection for
West Point Project

ln July the US Army Engineer
District selected an Omaha,
Nebraska based firm for the
arch i tectura I servi ces for
Building 6A6, a major hospital
conversion project, at the US

Military Academy at l^/est Point
New York. 0ut of approximately
75 f i rms who responded to the
original CBD announcement, it
was believed that around l5 of
these were New York City firms
with extensive health

irci I i ties background.

I nasmuch as one of the four
criteria listed in the CBD

not i ce of Ma r. I 4 was p roxi mi ty
of the office to the project
s i te, i t was fel t by the New
York City architects who did
respond, that the Corps did
not follow its own mandate in
selecting from local fi rms.

A Ietter of complaint was sent
by Chapter President Peter
Samton to Lt. Col. Chisholm of
the Corps on July 19, wi th
copies to Congressmen from
Manhattan and Senators Javi ts
and Moyn i han; Representat i ve
Koch, and Senator Moynihanr we
note, fol lowed thi s wi th add i -
tional letters. The matter
was also referred to the
National AIA Federal Agencies
Committee who in a telephone

_call on July 22, brought the'ratter to the attent Ion of Mr.
Lee Garrett, Chief of

continued on page 6

Off ice Practice and SmallOffice Gommittees Finalize
Plans for Seminar Series

A first for the Chapter is the
Fal I seminar series on Office
Pract ice. The four programs
are I isted below. Each semi-
nar will begin at 5:00 p.m. at
Chapter headquarters.

ONov. 2 Fees and Cos ts - Dona I d
J. Stephens, FAIA, of Donald
J. Stephens,Assoc i ates,Al bany,
Mr. Stephens headed the Task
Force on cost-related fee
compensation for AIA and wi ll
cover compensation methods,
job cost determi nat ion,
contractual provisions and
"avoiding the pitfal ls."

oNov. I6 Financial Management
lrving Schwartz, CPA of
Schwartz t Hoffl ich, Norwalk,
Ct. with over 50 cl ients in
the envi ronmental design
profess ions, Mr. Schwa rtz has
been financial adviser as well
as accountant or aud i tor for
most of these firms. He has
participated in simi lar
seminars for the Connecticut
Soc i ety of Arch i tects .

oNov.30 lnsurance and Legal
Matters - Peter Kel ly, Esq. ,
pa rtner, Upd i ke, Kel I y E

Spel lacy, Hartford. Mr. Kelly
is counsel to the Connecticut
Society of Architects and has
broad experience in the
I iabil ity insurance area.

aDec. l4 New Business Develop-
ment Ms. Carol McConochie,
l^/eld Coxe Associates, Phila-

delphia. Ms. McConochie is a
consul tant i n marketi ng and i s
|4anag ing Ed i tor of the Coxe
Letter.

Each seminar wi I I be of two
hour's durat ion, featur i ng the
principal speaker who wi I l
address the ent i re group for a
hal f hour. lmmediately there-
after the body wi I I be divided
into groups of l0 rrstudentsrt for
about I hour of informal discus-
sion, Ied by a Chapter member
having special expertise in
areas relating to the principal
subject. The ma i n speaker wi I l
circulate among the groups,
participate occasional Iy and
pick up the matters of greatest
concern, d i ffi cul ty or i nterest.
Final'ly the entire group will be
reassembled and the main speaker
wi I I spend about 15 minutes
summarizing his observations on
the di scuss ions.

A fee of $25 has been ser for
attendance at the 4 sessions,
and a transcript of the pro-
ceedings of each sess ion wi ll
be d i str i buted to the attendees.
Priority will be given to mem-
bers of the Chapter, otherwise
admi ss ion ca rds wi I I be i ssued
in order of receipt of appl ica-
t ion because of I imited space.
Admiss ion to individual sessions
at $B per sess ion wi I I not be
considered until the seriesr
subscri pt ions have been met. tr

Al-an Schwattzman
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Chapter Expresses
Disappointment with N.Y.TIMES
Home Design lssue

The Chapter registered Its
strong disappointment with the
recently pu
Times annua
on Home Des
the Sept.2!

hed New York
gazi ne i ssue
appeari ng i n
Sunday edi tion.

bl is
lma
ign
'77

ln the past the Times had
included in such similar
issues the best and most
innovative works of architects
and des i gners.

It would appear that a major
pol icy shift on the part of
the Times editors has caused
virtual abandonment of thIs
practice resulting in an
i ssue where the words
"arch i tecture" or ilarchi tect,
are I iteral ly not to be found.

ln addi tion, and equal lY
troubling is the magaziners
seeming inability to sift
qual i ty work from the con-
glomeration of fashion. The

title ilThe Best of the ToP

Designers" is not substan-
tiated, instead there is a

rather strong flavor of
commercial !sm which becomes
apparent when simPlY comParing
the cover showing a known
interior des i gner with the
overleaf where the same

des i gner once aga i n aPPears
only this time in a Paid
advertisement in a whol lY
d i fferent sett i ng.

The issue could have been
more appropriatelY cal led
I'Fash ions of the Home" than
ilHome Des i gn. " D

Denis Glen Kuhn
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N.Y. POST Abandons
Architectura I lssues

ln a letter to the New York
Post, Chapter President Peter
Samton expressed the Chapterrs
concern for the abandonment bY

the Post of al I coverage
connected wi th those "vi taI
and persistent issues that
deal with making New York a

Iivable city."

Subsequent to the letter, in
a conversation with the
Ass i stant to the Publ i sher,
the Chapter Iearned that the
Post no longer has an indi-
vi dual ass i gned to researchi ng

and reporti ng archi tectural
issues alone

The Post has asked us to
submi t a I i st of speci fi c
subjects we feel should be

covered. Members of the
Executive Commi ttee are
pursuing this matter.tr

NewYork State Architects can
Advert ise their Services
,stirting this Month

Starting this month Architects
in New York State are Permit-
ted by the Board of Regents to
advertise their fees for
specific routine services in
the print media and also to
advertise on radio and tele-
vision as long as Prices are
not I i sted.

This is against the AIA Code

of Ethics and Professional
Conduct. Individual AIA
members wi I I have to decide
for themselves if theY are to
abide by the high standards
of thei r professional societY
or succumb to the further
commercial i zat ion of the
profession foisted uPon them
by the Board of Regents. O

Denis Glen Kuhn

Gandidates for Membership

Information received bY the
Secretary of the NYC/AIA re*--
garding the qual ifications of
cand idates for membersh iP wi I I
be considered confidential :

Corporate

Jack Gonchor
Charles KotY

AIA Associate

Michael Ressner

New Members

The NYC/AlA Welcomes the
fol lowi ng New Members:

CorPotate

John Kl ausz

New York Chapler
The American lnslitute ol Architects
20 West 40th Street
New York, New York 10018
2121 730-1221
George S. Lewis, Executive Direclor

Executive Committee 1977 I 78

Peter Samton. President
Charles E. Hughes, 1st Vice President
George A, Dudley. Vice President
Joseph Wasserman. Vice President
Stephen A. Klrment, Secretary
Anna lv4. Halprn. Treasurer
Jonathan Barnett, Di rector
N/ichael ii4cCarthy. Di rector
Rosarra Piomelli, Directcr
John Belie, Direclor
Roy Friedberg, Director
Robert A. M. Stern, Director

Oculus Commiltee
Denis Glen Kuhn, Edilori Chairman
AIbert Barash
Stephen N. Carter
li/ary Jane Clark
Bonnell lrvine
Lawrence Levine
Kenneth T. Lydon
Kenneth Ricci
William C. Shopsin

Stephen A. Klrment
Secretary, NYC/AlA
Cathanne Piesla
Chapter Staff li,4em bei'



Membership Fails to
Participate in Chapter
NYSAA Meeting

Aq Wed. evening, Sept.28 there
.s a wel I publ icized Chapter

meeting at which Bi I I Rose,
President-Elect of NYSAA, and
Marty Schaum, NYSAA Legisla-
tive Counsel gave an in depth
review of the architectrs re-
Iationship to the New York
State government. There also
were some bylaws to change for
which we needed to meet a
quorum of 25, l/e barely did
it. Some 25 to 30 people out
of a membership of l5OO, oF
about I in every 50 chapter
members came. ls it any wonder
why our profession often fails
to control events which dir-
ectly effect its work. lt was
said before, but is worth
repeating, there is a wealth
of talent available within our
membership but only by working
together can we real ly do
something about the severe
problems facing our profession.

1 should be apparent by now
uhat a new government at City
Hall is bound to make signi-
ficant changes which wi I I
affect arch i tects. I nroads
have already been made into
the campaigns of the various
candidates by the Chapter.
Greater chapter involvement can
make a difference and member-
ship participation and ideas
are needed at both the com-
mittee level and at Chapter
events. tr

Peter Samton

Executive Committee Deplores RIDC's Methods of Choosing
Architect for New Hotising ;Other Actions Taken

By ignoring the four f inal ists
of the '75 competition to
select an architect to design
I 000 un i ts of new hous i ng on
the north end of Roosevel t
lsland, the lslandrs Develop-
ment Corporation has done
nothing illegal but has shown
a deplorable disregard for
sound procedure. The Executive
Committee voted to convey this
viewpoint in a strongly-worded
letter to the Corporationrs
execut ive vi ce-pres i dent,
Christine Flynn.

ln other actions, the Execu-
t ive Commi ttee:
ot^/as concerned over the con-
f I ict between national AIA
pol icy and the new rules of
the New York State Board of
Regents over what makes for
unprofessional conduct,
expecial ly in the matter of
advertisi ng. The Commi ttee
was af raid AIA members may

res ign rather than not take
advantage of marketing methods
permi tted by the State but not
by the lnstitute.

oApproved the development of
position papers in such areas
as A/E selection, architectural
work done i n-house by C i ty
agencies, consul tant contracts
with the city and the appoint-
ment of city officials. The
papers wi I I be presented to and
discussed with rnayoral and other
candidates for city offlces.

oEndorsed continuing pressure
on the Museum of Modern Art to
revise its present plan for a
high-rise apartment tower in
mid-b Iock on t/es t 53rd St reet.
The museum should show a greater
concern for the urban fabric of
the block and the character of
the exi st i ng Museum structures .tr

Stephen Kliment

A singTe brick rightTg envious of the attributes
of an arch. Drawing bg Albert Lorenz.
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Pol itical Affairs Committee
Gets Ready for Election

The Pol i tical Affai rs Commi ttee,
Herbert 0ppenheimer, Chai rman,
was formed in July of this year
so that the Chapter could eval-
uate the mayoral candidates
present the Chapter's views on
major issues involving the pro-
fession to them and seek their
suppo rt .

To fami I iari ze the cand i dates
with the Chapter and its views,
the Committee held pre-primary
meetings with the candidates
(covered i n the Sept. OCULUS) .
Since that time the Committee
has formul ated four pos i t ion
papers that have been sent to
the candidates representing
the Chapterrs views regarding
architectural work done
in-house by City agencies,
Westway, The Convention Center
and NYC I s Hous i ng pol i cy
regarding goals, objectives
and proper ut i I i zat ion of
ex i st i ng programs.

A meeting with the candidates
has been tentatively scheduled
for late October to be held at
Cooper Union to give each
cand i date an opportun i tY to
present their views on the
i ssues ra i sed by the Chapter.tr

Marg j ane Cl-ark
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CPC Acts on MoMA
Expansion

The Chapterrs statement to
the Planning Cornmission on
the Museum of Modern Artrs
expans ion pl ans, i ncl ud i ng a
residential tower mid-block
on 53rd Street, was mailed
wi th the Sept. OCULUS. I t
recommended that the CPC

reserve judgment unti I

certain elements were more
thoroughl y stud i ed, i ncl ud i ng
cost estimates and
especial ly the effect of
the design on the urban, low-
height character of 53rd
Street. Shortly afterwards,
chapter representati ves
expressed these reservations
informal ly in greater
detai I at a CPC executive
sess i on .

The Commission went on to
approve the proposal subject
to certain conditions which
reflect the Chapterrs
concerns. I ts long report
noted that "the architects
are moving in the direction
of a facade that respects and
harmonizes with the scale of
the Museum's existing east
wing as wel I as with the
scale and tone of the
adjacent brownstone bui ldings
to the westril but it went on
to requ i re 'rthat the f i na I
designs be presented for
certification, that the plans
in fact conform with
standards discussed in this
report relating to the scale
and character along West 53rd
Street.rl

The Commission, study con-
cerned as was the Chapter
wi th the loss of some garden
space, also required that the
Museum study the feas i bi I i ty
of landscaping and opening
to the public the roof of tne
new three-str>ry restaurant
bui lding on the northeast
wing.

George Lewis

'Architects in lndustry
Committee Prepares Directory

A new di rectory I isting 117
Corporations and 194 staff
arc'hi tects in the Greater New-
York Area is now available to
the Chapter membership. The
I isting was compi led by the
Architects in lndustry Com-
mittee last spring after
completion of an exhaustive
research effort. Company
name, address, staff architect
and title are included. Eric
de Varis committee chairman
urges the membership to use
the di rectory as a means to
improve commun icat ion between
the profess ion and corporate
management. Copies are ava i l -
able upon request at Chapter
headquarters. E

Jack L. Kesten



The Municipal Art Society Saves Landmarks and gets
High Marks on Polishing the Big Apple

^\trs good to be I ops i ded when

/ou do it the Municipal Art
Society way. The Society
marches with a staff of five
and a Board of Di rectors of
31 7 of whom are architects.
For once, "too many captains"
works.

oA few quotes f rom the leader-
sh ip:

The present Pres i dent,
Frederic S. Papert, is also
President of the 42nd Street
Redevelopment Corp. He is
somewhat new to urban planning
and says, "l 'm impressed. The
Society is a most articulate
spokesman for I ivable cities
and rational conservation.r'

A former .President, Charles
E. Hughes, AlA, on looking
back, "We have many organi-

<?tions concerned with
'i nances, pol i t i cs and so
forth. The Municipal Art
Society is a unique, nonpro-
fessional group that is
primarily concerned with the
physical appearance of the
ci ty fabri c. "

The quotable Executive Dir-
ector, Margot Wel Iington has
lots to say i ncl ud i ng,
"Unfortunately, government is
not perfect. Shouting at
bulldozers is ok but we offer
an early acting mix of pro-
fessionals and ci tizens.t'

oSome Background:

It was born 85 years a9o, with
architect Richard Morris Hunt
as President plus an assort-
ment of scul ptors, arch i tects
and big shot citizens. One of
its first involvements was the

-proper placement of Saint-
Gaudens statue of General
Sherman. lt's still there, in
the Plaza at Fifth and 59tn.

Commodore Vanderbil-t survegs the Municipal Art Soc etg
Save Grand CentraT Ra77g -Zast ApriL.

New York's famous reform Mayor
Fiorel Io La Guardia sought
advice from the Society as to
modernization and beauti f ica-
tion of New York. Several
resul ts incl uding the present
Mayorrs Panel of Arch i tects,
whlch came about in 1935.

oA few Credits:

Among many, many credits, the
Society was instrumental in
the creation of the Art Com-
rnission in 1898, the City
Planning Commission, late
l930rs, and for a crown i ng
touch, the Landmarks Preser-
vat ion Commi ss ion i n 1955.
Rescue work i ncl udes the
Jefferson Market Courthouse,
the Astor Library as well as
the runn i ng defense aga i nst
intrusion into Central Park.
Among the losses, we regret
the pass i ng of Pennsyl van ia
Station and the Brokaw Man-
s ion. As to thorns in our
side, the excessive tax
penalty against the Seagram
Bui lding continues.

oComi ng up:

The MAS is offering a first
for this fall a training
program for masonry facade
restoration. This is offered
to the skilled mechanic and
other qual if ied persons who
a re i nvo I ved i n res tora t ion
and maintenance.

The course will be held at the
Mechanics lnstitute, one of
our oldest evening technical
school s. I n the future thi s
program, cal led REST0RE, wi I I
expand to i ncl ude tra i n i ng for
other trades.

oFinal thought:

The mixed membership of the
Society has the welcome mat
out for architects who would
I i ke to take part. D

Bonnell lrvine
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Chapter Fights Back on
West Point Project

continued from page 7

Engineering Division of the
Office, Chief of Engineers in
Washi ngton. Responses were
received from the local level
by Samton, Representative Koch
and Senator Moyn i han defend i ng
the selection on the basis of
"spec i al i zed experienceil
based on a program the fi rm
prepared pert i nent to th i s
conversion in 1971 whi le
working on a 65 bed hospital
at West Point and minimizing
the importance of site
proximity.

Architects in New York City do
not make it a practice to
respond to CBD projects out-
side our geographic area,
where office proximity is
I isted as a factor regardless
of priori ty. Further, time
and money is involved in
maki ng any response to CBD

notices, and it was felt the
Corps was unfa i r not to make
known to all parties
responding that other factors
were bei ng cons i dered.

It is the Chapter's position
tha
qua
des
cit
tn

tw
I if
ign
ye
the

i th at least 15 highly
ied health facilities
f irms f rom New York

xpress i ng an i nterest
project that the local

Corps was not correct in going
outside the geographic area in
selecting a f irm, expecial ly
in I ight of the depressed
economic market in New York
City. The prior program work
by the Omaha firm was simply
not sufficient justi fication
for the selection over local
f irms who were as wel I or
better qual ified.

While it appears as if
ini tial selection wi I I
ma i nta i ned, the matter
yet closed and Corps is now
aware that the NYC/AIA is
vitally interested in
insuring that the interests of

the
be
is not
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lsozaki to Speak at Chapter

The Chapter has taken advantage of the nationaT AIA's October
26-27 Design Conference, to ask one of its participants, Arata
Isozaki, Japanese Architect and Educator to come to the
Chapter to speak on Oct.24 . ,See October Calendar , encTosed
for further detail-s. Photo js of Isozaki's Kitakgushu CentraT
Librarg. Photo Ls furnished through the courtesg of Coopet-
Hewitt Museum, The Smithsonian Institutiont s NationaL Museum
of Design.O

New York City architects are
being protected and that sim-
i lar occurances wi I I not be
accepted Iightly. The National
AIA has also been instrumental
in giving assistance to us in
this matter, and has received
word from Corps Headquarters
in Washington that they have
reviewed the matter wi th the
district with the hope that
future selections will be
made from firms in the New

York Ci ty area. fl

Rog Friedberg


