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INVITED COMPETITION 
All members of the chapter arc invited 
to enter a competition to select a name 
for this lcaAct of information. This 
competition has not had formal ap
proval by the A.I .A. nor has it a pro
fessional advisor. Each contestant may 
submit as many names as he can think 
of. A competent jury will judge the en
tries, and the winner will receive a 
handsome combination T-squarc and 
swordcanc ~r some other suitable 
trophy. 

MEMBERSHIP 
In connection with the first meeting of 
the chapter for the year, the committee 
wishes to call the attention of all mcm

'bers to the need for building up the As
sociate Membership in the Chapter and 
to the reasons therefor. , 

"This class of membership is intended 
primarily for draftsmen who arc not 
practising architects and whose present 
or former employers can vouch for their 
chauctcrs and their sincere interest in 
the profession. Associate members have 
all the privileges of Corporate Member
ship except membership in the Insti
tute, the right to hold office and to Vote 
on Institute matters. They may serve 
on Chapter committees, form commit· 
tees of their own, attend all meetings, 
and vote on all chapter matters. 

"The Membership Committee urges 
o1l members who arc employers to en· 
courage their assistants to associate 
themselves with the Chapter, not so 
much to combat the current trend in 
the unionization of draftsmen as to 
make it unnecessary in A.I.A. offices. 
With an active associate membership of 
draftsmen, the New York Chapter can 
provide a forum where subjects con· 
nected with the employer~mploycc re
lationship can be discussed and action 
taken to corr<et conditions which arc 
of advantage to neither group. Unions, 
which arc the probable alternative to a 
program of this sort will fail to serve 
the best interests of either . 

"This invitation to architectural as,. 
sistants is extended with the full realiza. 
tion of their vital importance in the pro
fession and in an effort to make the 
New York Chapter truly representative 
of its profession as a whole." 

OCTOBER >o, 1938 

MEETINGS 
FOR THE YEAR 

The coinmitttt on Mtttlnp 1.nd 
Publk Information has arransrd 
the progr.1m for the year wdJ in 
adnncc wich the hope chit these: 
evenings will be de6nHdy reserved 
by oil clup!<r m<mb<n. 

Nonmbcr 22. 
"Unions in arch.ittcts' , offica" 

Dtumb<r20. 
"Th< Public School Problem" 

Jan111ry 2-t. 
"Educate the Public" 

FdJroary 21. 
"Evening of E.n.rertainmC'Ut" 

March 21. 
Subject not chosen 

Aprll25. 
"The 1939 World's fair." It is 
hoped that some of the fordpl 
architects will give w their im· 
prmions. 

LEBRUN REPORT 
The committee on the LcBrun scholar
ship has just received the report of 
Harvey P. Clarkson who was awarded 
the scholarship last spring and sailed for 
six months in Europe on June 24. 

The report covers the first part of Mr. 
Clarkson's trip which up to the end of 
September had taken him to London, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Bergen, Oslo, 
Gotcborg, Badstcna, Stockholm, Turku 
and Helsinki . He expects also to visit 
southern Sweden, Germany, Belgium 
and France. 

In spite of the amount of ground he 
has covered, Mr. Clarkson has had time 
to make thirty pencil sketches, six water· 
colors, and take six hundred photo
graphs, many of which illustrate his re
port. 

CIVIC DESIGN 
Gerald A. Holmes, chairman of the 
committee on Civic Design has in
formed us that through the good offices 
of Wallace K. Harrison the Chapter has 
received a gift of one thousand dollars 
from Mr. Nelson Rockefeller. 

This gift is for the use of the Commit
tee on Civic Dc,;ign in co-operation with 
the Architects' Emergency Committee 
to make studies and surveys which will 
be of use to the City and the Chapter. 

WARD W. FENNER, EDITOR 

NEW DEPARTURE 
From '(hursday Oct. 27 to Saturday 
Oct. 29 inclusive, at the Hotel Pennsyl
vania, the Joint Committee of Archi
tectural Societies in the Metropolitan 
Arca will act as hosts to a convention 
of all registered architects of New York 
State, held under the auspices of the 
New York State Association of Archi
tects. 

Arthur Loomis Harmon, President of 
the Chapter, evolved the idea of such a 
convention last summer and turned it 
over to the Committee on Meetings and 
Public Information for further develop
ment. Representatives of the other So
cieties sat with the Committee during 
the summer and this group was later 
appointed a Committee on Convention 
Arrangements by President James W . 
Kidency of the New York State Asso
ciation'. 

In making the announcement of the 
convention last week Mr. Bcsscll, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Ar
rangements, said: "There arc many dif
ficulties besetting our profession tnday 
which can only be remedied by concerted 
action, and now for the first time every 
architect in the State, regardless of affilia
tion with local soccties, will have a voice 
in the discussion of existing or pending 
legislation affecting the practice of archi
t<eturc and the recommendations to be 
made at Albany as a result of these dis,. 
cussions will have the weight of a united 
and determined body behind them. For 
too long architects have suffered from 
individual and collwivc timidity and a 

~~dfJ:~~fi~~s.i~~af s a~'i;~n~:n~i:~a~~~ 
architects of this State emerged from 
their false fronts and took collective ac
tion in the interest of the public of which 
they arc a part." 

The tcntati~c program for the con
vention is as follows: 

Thursday, Oct. 27, 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Registration. 1 P.M.-Lunchcon at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania to be followed with 
an organization meeting. There will be 
a welcome by Arthur Loomis Harmon 
who will introduce Mr. James W . 
Kidcncy who will preside. Mr. Kidcney 
will address the meeting on the general 
purpose of the convention and what it 
is hoped will be accomplished. Rich-
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AN OCULUS CELEBRATION 

In October of 1988 Oculus will have 
completed 50 years of publication. 
October 87, therefore, begins its 50th 
year. 

To celebrate that achievement, the 
current editors have asked previous 
editors and others to tell the story of 
their years of involvement with the 
publication- what they found on 
taking over, what they aimed to 
achieve with the publication, who 
their principal contributors were, 
their fees, their improvements in 
graphic design, and similar untold 
tales. 

What is revealed is more than the 
story of this tenacious publication. 
More broadly, the editors reveal a 
capsule history of New York 
architecture through the past 50 
years - its concerns and challenges
as well as the attempts of the Chapter 
to spread the news of New York 
architecture as a public outreach. 

It should be noted that the numbering 
of the current Volume as 49 (rather 
than 50, which quick arithmetic might 
lead us to expect) is due to the sparse 
publication during the war years 
1942-43. In 1944, when publication 
resumed, the volume number should 
have been 7, but was numbered 6 
because so few issues had been 
produced. In other words, we will not 
have completed the 50th Volume of 
Oculus in September 1988, only the 
50th year since publication originally 
began. Still, that seems enough to 
celebrate. ' 

The Beginning 
Oculus began as a single-page "leaflet 
of information" of Chapter news on 
October 20, 1938. That first issue had 
no name, only a masthead of six 
question marks. Beneath it, all 
members of the Chapter were invited 
to enter a competition to select a 
name. "This competition," the opening 
notice read, "has not had formal 
approval by the AIA nor has it a 
professional advisor. Each contestant 
may submit as many names as he can 
think of. A competent jury will judge 
the entries, and the winner will 
receive a handsome combination 

Ya I 

The History of Oculus 

• • OCULUS No.I 

TM& N•W 'l' O tK. C HAP T ta Of' T Hl. A N [llC A !'l IHiTITU f t OF AI C: H IT l C Tt 
, ,, 1 41 r •• • • 1 r a11 r • • •'• •••• •t •• • • .- •• • 1••••• • •r r•• ----
CHIJnUilNC 

Oculus, Volume L No. 2, N ovember 1938 

T-square and swordcane or some other 
suitable trophy." 

The second issue in November 1938 
sported the name Oculus as masthead 
and explained under the heading' 
"Christening": 

"The list of entries in our 
unauthorized competition to select a 
name was most gratifying. Some forty 
entries were submitted, some coming 
from the West Coast. The jury chose 
'Oculus' after much debate as to 
whether there still remain any 
architects who have the classical 
education to appreciate it. 

"The oculus is the circular opening 
admitting light through the top of a 
dome (as in the Pantheon in Rome). 
The name was chosen as symbolizing 
the function of this leaflet in shedding 
light on the activities of the Chapter. 
It's slight similarity to 'Octagon' was 
considered an asset." 

We do not know who proposed the 
name, who was on the jury, or any 
details of the competition, as a 
subsequent editor also wrote in 
Oculus 15 years ago. 

The Editors 
The Editors with their dates of 
tenure, as garnered from the 
Chapter's file of remaining Oculus 
copies, have been the following: 

Ward W. Fenner (Oct 38-Dec 39) 
Albert G. Clay (Jan 40-Jul 42) 
Unidentified (1942-48) 
Mortimer E. Freehof (Jan 48-Jul 49) 
Edward Everett Post (Oct 49-J an 51) 
Harmon H. Goldstone (Oct 51-Jun 52) 
Richard B. Snow (Aug 52-Jun 55) 
Geoffrey N. Lawford (Oct 55-Jun 56) 
Frank G. Lopez (Oct 56-Summer 57) 
Gillet Lefferts, Jr. (Oct 57-Summer 58) 
Peter van Bloem (Oct 58-Jan 60) 
Paul John Grayson (Oct 61-???) 
Philip M. Chu(??? 61-Jan 63) 
Charles E. Thomsen (Dec 64-Summer 66) 
John Schwartzman (Sep 66-Jun 68) 
Kurt Karmin (Sep 68-Jun 70) 
John Doran (Sep 70-Jun 71) 
J . Arvid Klein (Sep 71-Summer 73) 
David Paul Helpern (Sep 73-Aug 75) 
Norman F. Jacklin (Oct 75-0ct 76) 
Denis Glen Kuhn (Nov 76-Sep 79) 
Andrew MacNair (Jan 80-Jun 81) 
C. Ray Smith (Sep 81-Present) 

The comments of past editors who 
have so far responded constitute the 
first part of the short history below. 
We have learned that editors Fenner, 
Freehof, Lawford, and Bloem are 
deceased. We wait for other responses 
to publish in succeeding issues 
throughout this semi-centennial year. 

The editors invite your contribution to 
this series of remembrances
comments by past Chapter presidents 
involved, by the graphic designers 
who contributed their imagery. These 
and,ofcourse,anecdotes,further 
history, corrections, and comments 
will be published in forthcoming issues 
in this celebration of the 50th year of 
the publication of Oculus. 

CRS 
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~ .~ OCULUS 
COMING EVENT : 84th CONVENTION ·· JUNE 2J-27. ltS2 

ARCHITECTURAL SYMPOSIU M 

Tht' JW1lor Cowicil o f the Must-um of Modern Art will p r t's t'n t a symposium on 
·•crossroads In Arc hitecture ", Tuesdsy. June 24 , at 8 30 p.m . in thr Muse um Audi· 
torium , 11 Wes\ 53rd Strtrt . The modt'ralo r will b t' Dou1las Haske ll; S1>l'aker s wall 
be Wllllsm Zeckendorf, Alfrf'd (Avltt , Kennt-th Wt-\ch and F lortnct' Knoll. Adm ission 
fee for Muuum members SI .SO, fo r non-members $2 .00. 

NATIONAL HONOR FOR MOSES 

Robrr t Moses , Ne"" York C ity Coordinator o f Const ruclion, has bt-tn t' lected lo Honor· 

:::n~~m:~1~1 :~a~~ \~ei~~e:~n~:!r:t~;~ ~;.:~t'lfl~:~ ec:~;~~ ~fo~;;:~~c:'t~et~: t~ :~y . 
State 1U1d Nat ion In rosterinl pa rk s and park..,ays, housin1and1•ubhc .. orks 

COLLEClATE HONORS FOR MEMBERS 

We con1r11u\11e this month 1"'0 membe rs or the Ne .. York Ch;ipte r •ho have been 
honored b)' universi t ies . Rober! W, Mc:Lau1hlin. Jr .• of the hrm of Holden. McLau1h+ 
\in and Assoc:l11es , ha s been appoint ed director of the School o f Architecture at 
Princeton Unlverslt)', and Danie l P. Hl11ins, principal of Messrs. E11ersand Hi1g1ns, 
has received the firs! annual Cirardia n award presented hy :alumni o f G i rard Collf'gc. 

JOBS FO R CRADU."-TES AND STUDENT~ 

Chapttr member1 are askf'd 10 bear In mi nd that many 1oun1 men i.omin R out of 
architectu ra l sc hools this month..,111 bt- .. <'ek ina t-mploymcnt The Arc h1tt"ct's 
Emer1ency Comm ittet- cannot pl;ace all o f them, and wt' a r c u rced to make every 
effo rt to assist i n finding optonlngs ror nt- ,. recru1h to our profession . Thom;is 
Mc Lai n Bo)'d ALA of Stop Ji P once de Leon Avenue , San J uan, Pue rto R1 C"o, su11t-<>ts 
that !ht- rt' are lnte re stin1 opton1n1sfor Mudeflt summer jobs in his area . Anyonf' in · 
ttrf'sted In such an opportunity should 1et In touch..,ith Mr. Boyd . 
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Your dates of October 1951 to June 
1952 are technically correct for my 
editorship of the nine issues of Volume 
XIII, but, surprisingly enough, I find 
that a major part of my contribution to 
Oculus was made the previous year, to 
Volume XII, when my friend Edward 
Everett Post was still the editor. This 
contribution took two forms: A special 
Summer Issue (Volume XII, No. 9) 
listing the newly elected officers and 
new committees. The idea was to get 
this information into the hands of the 
Chapter members before activities 
started up in the Fall. And the special 
series of issues (December 1950-April 
1951) that were devoted to federal 
regulations governing non-military 
building during the Korean War, as 
described below. 

Though I do not happen to have at 
hand any copies of issues prior to my 
editorship, my memory of them (after 
37 years!) is that they were mostly 
filled with personal chit-chat about 
members of the Chapter. Our hope, 
instead, was to achieve something 
useful for the Chapter members. The 
Korean War and the ensuing flood of 
federal regulations governing non
military building activities came along 
at just this moment. By November 
1950, the number of orders, 
regulations, interpretations, 
amendments, directions, corrections, 
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restrictions, allocations, and 
exemptions that were arriving daily 
from a dozen different Washington 
agencies had assumed the proportion 
of an innundation. 

Starting with the Oculus of December 
1950, Everett Post asked me to 
prepare a monthly summary of this 
material, which we tried to make as 
complete, accurate, and intelligible as 
possible. Whether it was useful would 
be hard to say; it was certainly 
stupefyingly dull. 

The graphic design of Oculus which 
we had inherited, was ideally suited to 
this sort of editorial copy. A layout of 
two columns in a:point type and with 
minimal margins permitted a 
maximum number of words per page. 
As I recall, the typical issue consisted 
of 4, 6, or 8 pages, printed both sides. 
The emotional impact of such a layout 
was quite similar to that of the 
Manhattan telephone directory. 

By April of 1951, it was decided not to 
print any more summaries of federal 
regulations. In their euphoric reaction, 
the Editorial Board threw out the 
entire former format. It was replaced 
by an 8 1/2 " x 11" layout printed by 
offset in gray ink from standard pica 
typewriter copy. (The right-hand 
margins in those days were, of course, 

hoped that eac h Chapttr member will continue IO accept per sonal re sponsibility for 
brlnaln& new mf'mben into the Ch•pter . •s new members h•ve joined the Chapter 
this yea r : 32 Corporates and 13 Associates; • o f the Corporatt s were 1ran1rer.s 
from othe r Ch1pters . 

Profes.sional Practlce, Robert 5. Hutc hin1, Chairman 
I he Commiitee attended to 1 number o l cases left over from 111t year •nd ha.s dis· 
posed of a ll ma1ter1 rdf'rred toil this ye1r . The 1eMral pohcy has been to rf'so\ve 
p roblemsquicklythrou1h 1nfor malpersonalducuss1ons ratherthan1obrin1 formal 
cha r1es lhrouch lhc J udiciary Commiuee o f 1he Na1 ional Office . The nsullS of 1hese 
conferences1ppear1ohavebeensat lsfa c1ory"'he1her theyar11es,.ere complam1n1 
~:u~o0";.PA~i::d~!~!~~l. The Committee has also ans .... ered inquiries at the ratt of 

P~lications. Harmon H, Goldstone . Cha i rman 
e omm nee met mont y o p ro uc:e n ne Issues of the " Oculus" In its prt•se nt 

informal format . Thh fo rmal has provf'd quic ker lo product', allows for lllustra· 
lions and make1 for e1sier readlna . <?osu to product' and distribute It by firs!+ 
class mall areabouttwo+thlrdsofformeryears'exptonses , thoua hitc:ont:ainsonty 
about half the amounl of copy. Recommenda l ion for next yf'ar: ot her commi:tccs 
andindivldualmembersshouldkt'eptheedlto rbetterinformcdonac tlviliesof 
1enera\inte r e1ttotheChapte r . 

Pub lic: Rel1tion1 Mo r timer E . Fuf'hof. Chairman 
ln1ti1ted yrep• r atlon ol i11toi seiecttdbulid1n1 s; th rou 1h Brunner funds thh has 
been developtod by Huson Jackson and will be published by Proan:ss ivc Architecture 
lntimf' for lhe Convention. Throu1h persisten1 e ffo rt s has 1m11ro\'ed s ltua\1011 or 
mention o f architect's name in connection with buildlna publication. Has lr ied, "it h 
parlial succ e ss, lo place articlf's lo f'ducatt the public on problems and func tions of 
lhe arc hl tec l . Consulta t ion wllh profe ssional aroups of l•wyers. doctors, account+ 
ants reveals similar alms and difficulties . Cooperation with Produce r s COl.nCll, 
Buildina Trades Em ployers Assoc:i11ion and Ne"' York Bu1ldin1 Conares:io has pro\'t'd 
fruitful. Much o f lhe Commillef''s lime was devoted to the Convf'ntion. M;any µrOJect:. 
di scussed o r sta r ted are recommf'ndedfo rrurtherac1tonne x1year ; morear1iclesto 
e xpl.ain_lhearc h11tct101helaymanandalsotoschoolchildren;posslbilityofp11d 
tnst1tullon•ladver1isln1 ;1s11ndardarch1 1ec1'ssi1nforbuildin1sunder cons1ruc:1ion·· 
probably on a natlonalba1is; possibilityofcerlificalesofaward lo merchant builders. 
wori.. with bulldin1 loM 11enc:ies 10 1et the m to consider architectural merit In s;;ass· 

}~~c~~o~:a:;:,~~ra~~~~=c~~ ;u~~:i~; rt~,r~~;~a~~d~~~~=t=:~~~~n~f ;~~;:~l;s a\1,~u:n•;t:!;• 
corrf' Ct misrepresentat ion o f construction costs . 

Small House , Abraham W, Geller , C ha i r man 
Comm ittee ls develop1n1 I queshonnaire tntended to s hed li1h1 on lhe diff icul t and 
delicate problem of restrictive influences in thf' housebuildint induslry; it ls hoped 
to have it In membe r s' h•nd1 by ttf' fall . Also in work is a brochure on the arch!· 
tectand •heoperativebullder. A numbero!rtques1sfromothe r c hap1er1onth<! 
worklna of the Ch1pter's s mall house consu ll in1 se rvice Wf're rf'ce ived and answf'red . 
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"unjustified"). The only concession to 
elegance was a 3" deep masthead in 
solid "blue-print blue" right across the 
first page. This rather giddy 
innovation (imagine, color!) was so 
popular that I believe it was 
maintained for two or three 
subsequent years. 

Certainly, no one connected with 
Oculus ever thought of any sort of 
payment, and "fees" were just not 
discussed (at least not publicly) in 
what was then considered a 
gentlemen's profession. 

The monthly summaries of 
governmental regulations can now be 
charitably looked back upon as one of 
the relatively minor horrors of war. 
The radical change in format and 
introduction of color were big steps 
forward. But any change in content, 
any hint of "criticism" was still far in 
the future. Even among the 
commercial magazines, for one 
architect to criticize the work of 
another was something that was just 
not done. Lewis Mumford's articles 
were largely concerned with city 
planning questions. Ada Louise 
Huxtable had yet to be born! 



Gillet Lefferts, Jr. 
1957-1958 

INn:aNATIONAL EXCliANCE OJ' P£1t.SONS IN AJlTS AND SCIENCLS 

Oculus, Volume XIX, No. 1, October 1957 

I served as editor of Oculus exactly 30 
years ago, 1957-1958. At that time 
there was an Oculus Committee, 
which met over lunch at the 
Architectural League Building on 
East 41st Street, where the AIA 
Chapter headquarters was also 
located. 

As I recall, we held a competition 
among architectural and graphic 
students for a "masthead." Gerry 
Geer lings was a member of the 
Committee, who in addition to being 
an architect, was in his own right an 
established graphic artist. The format 
and size was not that different from 
what it is today, and its purpose was 
generally the same- to disseminate 
news of the Chapter among its 
members. There were fewer, if any 
feature articles and no calendar of 
events. 

I believe that Oculus is an important 
contribution of and for the Chapter 
membership, and I trust it will have a 
flourishing history for an additional 
thirty years - pl us. 

Philip M. Chu 
1961-1963 
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The regular monthly publication of the 
Chapter newsletter was the principal 
task of the Publication Committee, of 
which I was a member between 
September 1960 and August 1963, and 
its chairman during the two latter 
years. 

The political climate of the city at the 
time was in reaction to more than a 
decade of post-World War II urban 
renewal projects (Moses style), which 
resulted in losses of numerous 
residential neighborhoods and the 
destruction of many historically and 
architecturally significant buildings. 
Architects in New York were forced to 
step off their time-honored 
"professional" pedestals and join 
citizens of other concerned groups in 
active public protest. Perhaps it was 
the destruction of the old Penn Station 
that signaled the end of this era. While 
the battle to save the station was lost, 
the war against mindless destruction 
had begun. During this period, a 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
was created with the appointment of 
Chapter member Geoffrey Platt as its 
first chairman. Chapter member 
Harmon Goldstone became the first 
practicing architect to be appointed to 
the City Planning Commission. In 
general, closer cooperation gradually 
developed between the Chapter and 
the various city agencies. 
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During t hose years, Oculus attempted 
to keep members informed of Chapter 
and committee activities, coming 
events, the Chapter's position on 
current issues, books of special 
interest, and ideas on the general topic 
of "improving New York." Oculus also 
provided opportunities for members 
and guest columnists to "sound-off' on 
issues relating to the profession and to 
the community it serves. 

With the help of the Chapter's 
Historical Buildings Committee, a new 
series entitled "New York Landmarks" 
was started, consisting of sketches 
and brief histories of some of the finer 
old structures that make up our city's 
heritage. During this period also, a 
beginning was made in the monthly 
printing of a directory of sponsors, 
whose contributions had helped the 
cost of publishing the newsletter. 

In retrospect, I feel very fortunate in 
having been involved in putting out 
Oculus with a committee whose 
members were eager and dedicated, 
and who gave freely of their time ·and 
effort. In particular, I should 
especially give credit to the three 
professional journalists among us -
John Dixon, Ogden Tanner, and Jan 
White-who provided many worthwhile 
ideas and the professional know-how 
to carry them out. 
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The History of Oculus 

Kurt Karmin 
1968-1970 
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I was editor for 3 or 4 years, about 
1968 to 1972. I made a lot of changes. 
Graphics was one of the most 
important. I had a graphic designer 
friend redo it. 

At that time, social issues were 
crucial. Energy, public housing, the 
Vietnam War, the atom bomb, the 
relevance of the AIA, the natural 
environment. I think I had something 
to do with making Oculus a forum for 
differences. 

They were great times. We approached 
them with passion. We were rebellious. 

NYC/AIA OCULUS 

J. Arvid Klein 
1971-1973 

Or;ulus· 

Oculus, Summer 1973 

Sum173 

I was chairman of the Oculus 
Committee from 1971to1973, having 
been a member of the Committee two 
years prior. Being barely literate (we 
were architects after all), I don't think 
we aspired to the title "Editor." 

They were halcyon days. Jim Polshek 
was about to be installed as Chapter 
president, but he stepped down 
in response to his appointment as 
Dean of Columbia's School of 
Architecture. He formed an ad hoc 
Graphics Committee of three, of which 
I was one, charged with bringing a 
graphic designer on board to provide 
the Chapter with a comprehensive 
design. The prime target, however, 
was Oculus. 

The existing format was labored and 
stiff, without much spark or 
excitement. It probably had a more 
vital origin, but that's where we found 
it in 1970. Its composition was 
justified right and bottom, which 
made production very time 
consuming. It required a series of 
compositions to get it right. The 
painful production process and 
stultifying graphics made it a dreary 
affair. The writing may have been 
great, but the process and appearance 
ground the life out of it. 

Arnold Saks gave us an exciting new 

format. It was crisp and bold with a 
palette of six colors that the issue 
cycled through (the 1970s were big on 
that-you have to forgive us). It was 
easy to compose with a rag right and 
bottom format requiring a minimum of 
time and no professional help. I 
enjoyed the process and the instant 
gratification-you could see your 
handiwork in days, not years. 

We attempted to do more, shorter 
articles in telegraph style. When it 
worked it was terrific, although our 
record was spotty. We had a good 
committee: Linda Yang, who has gone 
on to some fame as a writer, Denis 
Kuhn, and David Paul Helpern who, I 
believe, succeeded me as chairman. 

As chairman I usually wrote at least 
one article. One is particularly vivid: 
Unionization of the Profession (they 
were, after all, halcyon days). I 
interviewed Herman Jessor, whose 
office had been unionized. He was 
completing Co-op City, which was 
union sponsored, so he was a logical 
target. His office was quite sad as 
there was clearly little communication 
between staff and management. All 
sides were very bitter. I thought I had 
written a reasonably factual article 
with little or no bias. I received one of 
my most scathing "Letters to the 
Editor" from the President of the local 
involved. I printed it; it made good 
copy. 

I have a sense that the Saks format 
tailed off in effectiveness. It's 
probably inevitable. I was present at 
this initiation, and the enthusiasm 
carried it forward. I think it was best 
during its first two years. 

The present format was a welcome 
change and you have brought to 
Oculus a level of professionalism 
beyond our wildest dreams. It is truly 
a magnificent product month after 
month. The question is: How will it be 
sustained? 

continued next month 



Arc hi tect-Archi tecture
Archi tectural 

by Lenore M. Lucey 

With the increasing prosecution of 
illegal practitioners and the advent of 
the corporate buy-out, questions on 
how architects offer and perform 
architectural services have become 
more frequent. While the technicalities 
of the licensing law and individual 
situations are well beyond the scope of 
a single column, or the Chapter's 
expertise, there are a few general 
guidelines that we can offer. 

Architect and Architecture 
Only a person licensed, or otherwise 
authorized under the law, may 
practice architecture or use the title 
Architect. 

In addition to traditional sole
practitioner and various partnership 
forms of the practice of Architecture, 
one is also permitted to form 
Professional Service Corporations 

. (P.C.s) with other professionals 
licensed in the professions of 
architecture, engineering, landscape 
architecture, and land surveying. 
However, New York State licensed 
design professionals are prohibited by 
state law from establishing other 
forms of business corporations for the 
practice of their professions. 

No individual may be a director or 
officer of a professional service 
corporation unless he or she is 
authorized by law to practice in this 
state a profession which such 
corporation is authorized to practice 
and is either a shareholder of such 
corporation or is engaged in the 
practice of his or her profession in 
such corporation. Shares in the 
corporation may only be issued to 
individuals authorized to practice in 
this state a profession which the 
corporation is authorized to practice. 

There is one exception to the 
constraint on practicing as a 
corporation. If your corporation was in 
existence prior to April 12, 1929, and 
has an architect as its chief executive 
officer, you may be permitted to 
continue as an established 
Corporation. In reviewing credits for 
projects the Inc. or P.C. designation 
may be of assistance to you and your 
clients in distinguishing licensed 

architects from design firms. 

A licensed architect, employed by a 
business corporation may perform 
architectural services only for the use 
of that entity. Working as an employee 
for AIA Widget Corporation, 
producing facilities for their own 
occupancy or investment purposes 
would be acceptable under the law. 

If a fictional design corporation, 
'DeeZine Inc." employs an architect to 
produce, stamp, and file documents for 
a facility for a client, then the 
corporation would be in violation of 
the law, as it is not authorized to 
render such services. However, the 
documents so stamped by the licensed 
employee, might conform with the 
requirements of the law and be in a 
condition for acceptance by a building 
department for consideration for 
receipt of a building permit. 

Even if the principal of such a firm is a 
licensed architect, there might still be 
a conflict with the law as such a 
corporation, if not in existence prior to 
April i2, 1929, is not organized as a 
professional service corporation, the 
only form of incorporation permitted 
to render such architectural services. 

Section 29.3(a) (3) of the Regulations of 
the Commissioner of Education states: 
"Unprofessional conduct shall also 
include ... certifying by affixing the 
licensee's seal to work not performed 
by the licensee or under the licensee's 
supervision, or to which the licensee 
has not given his or her written 
professional evaluation;" 

If "DeeZine Inc." prepared the 
documents and then had them signed 
and sealed in compliance with Section 
29.3(a) (3), "DeeZine Inc." might still be 
in violation of the law even though the 
documents were now sealed by a 
licensee and might be eligible for a 
building permit. 

An architect, from any jurisdiction, 
may not practice architecture in New 
York unless licensed by, or registered 
with, the State. If you are licensed and 
have let your registration lapse, you 
cannot stamp and seal, or file 
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drawings with a building department. 
If you are licensed in another state, or 
are a legally qualified architect from 
another country, you must either 
obtain a license from New York or a 
limited permit to practice in this state. 

Architectural 
Current New York State Law does not 
specifically address the use of the 
modifier Architectural However, 
when it is used in conjunction with a 
title such as "designer," and a person 
advertises themselves as such, then 
this is frequently seen as an attempt 
to mislead the public, implying that 
such a person is authorized to practice 
architecture in this state. 
"Architecture," however, may be used 
only to describe the lawful practice of 
the profession by a licensed person. 
Terms such as "interior architecture" 
may be used only by licensed 
architects in the practice of their 
profession. 

The above should not be taken as legal 
advice, and we strongly urge 
consulting a lawyer concerning all 
aspects of the specific circumstances 
before entering into any legal 
agreements. The New York State 
Board for Architecture can assist in 
determining legal forms of practice 
and correct terminology. They can be 
reached at: 518-474-3930, during 
normal business hours. 

Incidents of illegal practice can be 
reported to the Chapter, to the New 
York State Association, or directly to 
the Office of Professional Discipline, 
163 West 125th Street, New York, 
New York, 10027. The confidentiality 
of complainants is maintained. 

On this subject also see the New York 
State Attorney General's press 
release on page 13. 
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Send Oculus Calendar information to: 
New York Chapter/AJA, 457 Madison 
Avenue; N.Y. 10022. 

Oculus welcomes information for the 
calendar pertaining to public events 
about architecture and the other design 
professions. It is due in writing by the !st 
of the month for the following issue. 

Because of the time lag between 
information received and printed, final 
details of events are likely to change. It is 
recommended that events be checked 
with sponsoring institutions before 
attending. 

EXHIBITION 
Postmodern Visions, Contemporary 
Architecture 1960-1985. IBM Gallery 
of Science and Art. 407-6100. Closes 
Nov. 7. 

ARCHITECTURAL FILMS 
Daily showing of Michael 
Blackwood's films: Beyond Utopia, 
12, 2, and 4 pm; Richard Meier, 1 pm; 
Arata Isozaki, 3 pm; O.M. Ungers, 
5 pm (11 am Saturdays). IBM Gallery 
of Science and Art. 407-6209. 
Through Nov. 7. 

MONDAY5 
AMERICA BY DESIGN 
"The Workplace" - second in the 
5-part national public television 
series about architecture and design 
hosted by Spiro Kostof. TV Channel 
13.11 pm. 

CONTINUING EVENTS 
EXHIBITION 
The New German Museums.100 
Avery Hall, Gallery Level, Columbia 
University, 116 St. and Broadway. 
280-3510. Closes Oct. 9. 

EXHIBITION 
Art Nouveau Bing: The Paris Style 
1900, as promoted by Siegfried Bing. 
Cooper-Hewitt Museum. 860-6868. 
Closes Oct. 11. 

EXHIBITION 
Underground Images: Th.e School of 
Visual Arts Subway Posters, 1947-
1987. Cooper-Hewitt Museum. 
860-6868. Closes Nov. 8. 

EXHIBITION 
Architecture for Dinosaurs. 
Photographs and drawings of the 
building of the American Museum of 
Natural History, Central Park West 
at 79 St. 769-5000. Closes Dec. 13. 

TUESDAY6 
HOUSE 
Exhibition of recent house designs by 
architects from four parts of the 
country: Steven Holl of New York, 
Krueck & Olsen of Chicago, Mark 
Mack of San Francisco, Thom Mayne 
of Los Angeles. John Nichols Gallery, 
83 Grand St. 226-1243. Closes 
Nov. 28. 

EXHIBITION 
Vertical Architecture: The World 
Trade Center. NYC/AIA Members 
Gallery. 838-9670. Closes mid-October. 

SNUG HARBOR EXHIBITION 
Entries in the Snug Harbor Music 
Hall National Design Competition. 
Newhouse Gallery at Snug Harbor. 
718-448-2500. Closes Oct. 18. 

AMERICAN CERAMICS NOW 
27th Ceramic National Exhibition. 
American Craft Museum. 956-3535. 

· Closes Oct. 18. 

EXHIBITION 
Houses for the Hereafter, Funerary 
Temples from Guerrero, Mexico. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
879-5500. Closes Jan.17. 

EXHIBITION 
Photographs of The Bethesda 
Terrace in Central Park by Jed 
Devine. Wave Hill, 675 W. 252 St., 
Bronx. 549-3200. Closes Nov.13. 

WEDNESDAY7 
VACANT LOTS 
Exhibition of entries in the 
Architectural League's Study 
Project on Infill Housing in New 
York. Urban Center. 753-1722. Closes 
Nov.4. 

IDCNY FALL MARKET(OCT. 7-10) 
Coinciding with Designer's Saturday 
and Design New York. 718-937-7474. 

DESIGN NEW YORK 
An international market sponsored 
by Resources Council. 532-2726. 

SCOTT BURTON 
Exhibition of his work. Max Protetch 
Gallery, 560 Broadway at Prince St. 
838-7 436. Closes Oct. 24. 

EXHIBITION 
Hugh Stubbins: The First Fifty 
Years. AJA Headquarters, 1735 New 
York Ave., NW, Washington, DC. 
202-626-7 467. 

THURSDAYl 
NYC/AIA EXHIBITION 
Computer Images of Architecture. 
Sponsored by the Chapter's Computer 
Applications Committee. Parsons 
Exhibition Center, 2 W. 13 St. 
7 41-8900. Closes Oct. 28. 

O.M. Ungers project for town houses in 
"Postmodern Visions" at IBM Gallery. 
f'I ,..,. ...... ,,. ..... ... .... TOll 

SITE PROJECTS, INC. 
Exhibition. Max Protetch Gallery, 
560 Broadway at Prince St. 838-7436. 
Closes Oct. 31. 

EXHIBITION 
The Plan of Washington: Leon Krier 
and the City Beautiful Movement. 
The Octagon Museum, Washington, 
DC. 202-638-3105. Closes Oct. 31. 

FRIDAY2 
ART DECO WALK ON SUN. OCT. 4 
Downtown Deco. Sponsored by the 
Art Deco Society of New York. For 
more information: 925-4946. 

EXHIBITION OPENS ON 
SUN. OCT.4 
The Age of Sultan Suleyman the 
Magnificent. Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. 879-5500. Closes Jan.17. 

FRIDAY9 
NYSAA CONVENTION (OC'.f .<9.-12) 
Syracuse, NY , 

HISTORIC RESOURCES (OCT.10-13) 
AIA Committee on Historic 
Resources. Open meeting held in 
conjunction with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation's annual 
meeting (Oct. 7-11) and the General 
Assembly of the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites 
(ICOMOS), Washington, DC. Bruce 
Kriviskey: 202-626-7 452. 
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AMERICA BY DESIGN 
"The Street" - third in the 5-part 
national public television series 
hosted by Spiro Kostof. TV Channel 
13.11 pm. 

EXHIBITION 
Hispanic Traditions in American 
Architecture and Urbanism. 
Sponsored by the Buell Center for 
the Study-of American Architecture 
and curated by Susana Torre to 
coincide with Symposium, Oct.16-17. 
100 level of Avery Hall, Columbia 
University. 280-8262. Closes Nov. 6. 

MONDAY19 
AMERICA BY DESIGN 
"Public Places" -fourth in the 5-part 
national public television series 
hosted by Spiro Kostof. TV Channel 
13.11 pm. 

MONDAY26 
AMERICA BY DESIGN 
"The Shape of the Land" -final 
episode in the 5-part national public 
television series hosted by Spiro 
Kostof. TV Channel 13, 11 pm. 

CHARLES GWATHMEY 
In series on Artspaces and the Shape 
of the City, moderated by Paul 
Goldberger. 8:15 pm. 92nd Street Y. 
996-1100. 

NYC/AIA RECEPTION 
In honor of four Soviet architects on 
U.S. tour; hosted by Architects, 
Designers, and Planners for Social 
Responsibility (ADPSR). 5:30 pm, 
Chapter offices. 

ARCHITECTURE & PHOTOGRAPHY 
Panel discussion sponsored by the 
Architectural League on the 
publication (by the League and MIT 
Press) of Architecture Transformed: 
A History of the Photography of 
Buildings from 1839 to the Present 
by Cervin Robinson and Joel 
Herschman. 6:30 pm. Guggenheim 
Museum. Reservations required. 
980-3767. 

TUESDAY20 
NYC/AIA EXHIBITION 
Drawings 1914-1925 by Russian 
constructivist architect Alexander 
Rodchenko, Members Gallery. 
838-9670. 

TUESDAY27 
LOUIS XIV BEDROOM 
Inaugural installation of a new Louis 
XIV bedroom and adjoining entrance 
gallery. Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 879-5500. 

DINNER TO HONOR EUGENE KOHN 
The Fund for Higher Education will 
present its Flame of Truth Award to 
Chapter president Eugene Kohn 
during fund-raising dinner-dance. 6:30 
pm. The New York Hilton. 354-4660. 

AN EVENING ON 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 
Sponsored by the Metro New York 
Construction Specifications Institute 
chapter. 6 pm. The Chemists Club, 52 
E. 41 St. Rachel J. Kopp: 914-969-0800. 

WEDNESDAY 21 
SNUG HARBOR EXHIBITION 
Entries in the Snug Harbor Music 
Hall National Design Competition, 
The Municipal Art Society at the 
Urban Center. 935-3960. Closes 
Nov.14. 

WEDNESDAY 28 
EXHIBITION 
Jasper Cropsey: Artist and 
Architect. Oil paintings and 
architectural designs by the 19th
century landscape painter of the 
Hudson River,School. The New-York 
Historical Society, 170 Central Park 
West. 873-3400. Closes Feb. 14. 

Venturi's mother's house in "Postmodern 
Visions" at IBM Gallery. Courtesy IBM. 

THURSDAY22 
TQE CITY TRANSFORMED 
The Victorian Moderne and the 20th 
Century 1880-1895. Lecture by Barry 
Lewis in 92nd Street Y series. 6-7:30 
pm. at the Central Synagogue 
Community House, 128 E. 55 St. 
996-1100. 

THURSDAY29 
SYMPOSIUM (OCT. 29-31) 
"The Mall: Past, Present, and 
Future" will explore the 
development of Washington's major 
civic space and buildings. Speakers 
include architects Robert A.M. Stern, 
I.M. Pei, and Jean Paul Carlhian, and 
architectural historian Richard Guy 
Wilson. National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, DC. 

THE CITY TRANSFORMED 
Beaux-Arts New York: The City 
1890-1915. Lecture by Barry S. Lewis 
in 92nd Street Y series. 6-7:30 pm. at 
the Central Synagogue Community 
House, 128 E. 55 St. 996-1100. 

... ~ ... .., ... ...,.,ci... .:a. v 

SYMPOSIUM (OCT. 16-17) 
"Hispanic Traditions in American 
Architecture" presented by the Buell 
Center for the Study of American 
Architecture at Columbia University. 
Registration information: Ann 
ffolliott 280-8262. 

AIACONFERENCE(OCT.17-19) 
Open meeting and national design 
conference sponsored by the AIA 
Committee on Design will explore the 
impact of regional art and culture on 
building design using the South as an 
example. Natchez, MS. Contact: 
Maurice Payne 202-626-7429. 

Charles Moore's Piazza d'Italia in 
"Postmodern Visions" at IBM Gallery. 
Courtesy IBM. 

FRIDAY 30 
EXHIBITION OPENS 
ON SAT. OCT. 31 
Siah Armajani. Max Protetch 
Gallery, 560 Broadway at Prince St. 
838-7436. Closes Dec. 5. 

LIBRARY EXHIBITION OPENS ON 
SAT. OCT. 31 
"William Wordsworth and the Age of 
English Romanticism." Over 300 
literary and artistic masterpieces 
from England, France, and the U.S. 
Gottesman Exhibition Hall, New 
York Public Library. 221-7676. Closes 
Jan.2. 
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Coming Chapter Events 

by Cathanne Piesla 

Vertical Architecture, on the process of 
designing the World Trade Center, 
will continue on exhibition through 
mid-October. 

An exhibition of 35 drawings of the 
Russian constructivist architect 
Alexander Rodchenko, 1914-1925, will 
open on October 20. Arranged with 
the help of the Rodchenko family and 
the A.V. Shchusev Museum of 
Moscow, it is the first show of this 
kind to receive approval from the 
Russian government to leave the 
country. The evening will begin with a 
discussion. Panelists will include: John 
Bowlt, Department of Slavic 
Languages at the University of Texas, 
Austin; Kenneth Frampton, Chairman 
of the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning, and 
Preservation at Columbia University; 
Antonina Manina, A.V. Shchusev 
Architectural Museum; and Vieri 
Quilici, Department of Architecture of 
the University of Rome "La 
Sapienza." This is quite a coup for the 
Chapter and will be the kick-off of a 
year of Russian exhibitions. Watch 
future issues for more information. 

The ADPSR (Architects, Designers, 
and Planners for Social Responsibility) 
will host four Soviet Architects on a 
two-week tour of the United States. A 
reception in honor of the visitors will 
be held at NYC/AIA offices on 
Tuesday, October 13, at 5:30 p.m. 

Computer Images of Architecture, an 
exhibition sponsored by the Chapter's 
Computer Applications Committee, 
and funded in part by GI en-Gery Brick, 
will be on display at the Parsons 
Exhibition Center, 2 West 13 Street, 
from October 1 through 28. Over 40 
participants, including architects, 
engineers, architecture schools, 
educators, computer artists, and 
animators will present projects 
showing the creative and productive 
uses of computers to design and 
represent architects. Exhibit hours: 
Mon-Sat 9-6, Wed. 9-9. 
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In Two Places at Once 

by Lenore M. Lucey 

Those of you who can be in two places 
at once will have a great time in 
October ... both the New York State 
Association of Architects Convention 
and Designers Saturday are being 
held the same weekend. 

NYSAA's annual event is being held 
in Syracuse from Friday, October 9th 
through Sunday, the 12th ... State 
Honor Awards, educational programs 
on practice and compensation issues, 
and more ... You should have received 
the announcement by now, if you have 
not, call NYSAA at 518-449-3334 for 
information and registration forms. 

Designers Saturday, the annual 
trooping of the showrooms, promises 
to be even bigger and better this year 
with dynamite events both in 
Manhattan and out at IDCNY ... 
Don't miss NYC/AIA President Gene 
Kohn, and Convention Steering 
Committee Member Richard S. 
Hayden who will be speaking on 
marketing techniques on October 8. 
... Also, make sure to visit all the 
participating showrooms ... and leave 
your busines card at each one! .. . It's 
about time that architects got the 
credit they deserve for specifying all 
that furniture and the attendant 
furnishings ... For more information 
call IDCNY at 718-937-7474. 
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Names and News 

Suzanne Stephens was selected as the 
1987 recipient of the Chapter's Arnold 
W. Brunner Grant, which will enable 
her to continue work on a book 
entitled "Criticizing American 
Architecture 1850-1980." Members of 
this year's Brunner jury were Steven 
K. Peterson, William Ellis, Percival 
Goodman, Peter Kastl, Nancy Miao, Ed 
Mills, William Pedersen, and Lee 
Harris Pomeroy .... Richard Meier & 
Partners have won an international 
competition to design the new City 
Hall in The Hague, Nether lands .... 
Bill N. Lacy, president of The Cooper 
Union since 1980, has resigned 
effective December 31, 1987. His 
resignation, says Lacy, has to do with 
"significantly increasing outside 
professional responsibilities." The 
Cooper Union's Board of Trustees is 
conducting a national search for a new 
president . ... Robert B. Marquis was 
elected to the four-person executive 
committee of the AIA College of 
Fellows at the National Convention in 
Orlando .... Don Henderson, 
Associate with Butler Rogers Baskett, 
has been named president-elect of the 
Metropolitan New York Chapter of 
the Construction Specifications 
Institute. He will assume the 
presidency next May .. .. 
Mitchell/Giurgola Architects have 
announced that John M. Kurtz, Randy 
Leach, l\fark J. Markiewicz, and Dart 
Saegeser have been named partners of 
the firm, and Jam es R. Braddock, 
Margaret W. DeBolt, and Susan Stando 
have been appointed associates .... 
For the Landmarks Preservation 
Foundation Plaque Program, Tiffany & 
Co. is designing and producing bronze 
plaques that will be used to identify 
the city's 781 designated landmarks 
.... This summer the New York Public 
Library celebrated the restoration and 
reopening of the Yorkville Branch 
Library at 222 East 79 Street for 
which Gwathmey Siegel & Associates 
developed the restoration plans. The 
84-year-old building, designed by 
Jam es Brown Lord, was declared a 
landmark by the Landmarks 
Commission in 1967 .... Fox & Fowle 
Architects have designed a new facility 
for Brooklyn's Mesivta Yeshiva Rabbi 
Chaim Berlin in Flatbush. The 
building is to be called the Ben Zion 



Eliyahu Fruchthandler Center for 
Torah Scholarship ... Also at Fox & 
Fowle Architects, Kevin P. Lichten and 
John R. Menz have been appointed 
senior associates and Ethelind Coblin 
has been named an associate .... 
Richard Hayden and Eugene Kohn, will 
be featured speakers during a 
morning rrogram on how to market 
design services, October 8 during the 
IDCNY Fall Market (Oct. 7-10). Also 
during the Market, N ew York 
A rchitects, an international traveling 
exhibit ion sponsored by t he Italian 
furniture importer Gullans 
International/Biefeplast will have its 
debut .... Haines Lundberg Waehler 
have announced the promotion of Jay 
Fleishman to director of architectural 
design . . . At the American Institute of 
Architects Design Conference, "The 
Eden of the Bozart" to be held in 
Natchez (Oct. 17-19), leading architects 
will join Sout hern writers, artists, 
musicians, folklorists, and educators in 
exploring the "Southern experience." 
Sponsored by the AIA Committee on 
Design, the national conference will 
examine the subtheme "Sense of 
Place: Source of Inspiration" to 
illustrate how culture and experience 
can influence the creative process and 
architectural design .... Marjorie 
Hoog has joined Beckhard Richlan & 
Associates a·s an associate, and Nathan 
Fintel has been appointed manager of 
construction .... The New York 
Landmarks Conservancy has issued the 
1987 edition or'The Restoration 
Directory: A Listing of Services in the 
New York City Area .... Henry Smith
Miller and Laurie Hawkinson have 
been commissioned "to design the 
rehabilitation of a new home" for 
Philadelphia's Institute of 
Contemporary Art at the University 
of Pennsylvania .... Thomas Hall 
Beeby, dean of the Yale School of 
Architecture, and a principal in the 
Chicago firm of Hammond, Beeby & 
Babka, is supervising the 
"redevelopment" of 7 45 Fifth Avenue 
(until recently F AO Schwarz's flagship 
store) as a "first-class addition to Fifth 
Avenue's carriage trade district." 
Designed by Ely Jacques Kahn and 
built during the Depression, the 
building will be renovated as it might 
have been built had the Depression 

J.M. W. Turner, 
Interior of 
Tintern Abbey, 
at The New York 
Public L ibrary 
exhibi tion. 

not interfered ... . The New York 
Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects has appointed 
Barbara Eber-Schmid executive 
director to serve as "administrator, 
organizer, and problem-solver." .... 
The Grad Partnership is the architect 
of a $1.25 million interior 
reconstruction of a Georgian Revival 
Mansion in Far Hills, New Jersey; it 
will serve as a museum devoted to the 
history of golf. The mansion was 
designed by John Russell Pope early in 
this century .... Oculus regrets the 
death of Richard Roth, Sr., board 
chairman of Emery Roth & Sons, at 
the age of 82 on June 9 ... During the 
Congress of the International Union of 
Architects in Brighton, England, in 
July, design professionals from 29 
countries founded a new peace 
organization to be known as Architects 
Designers Planners for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War. The group held its 
first convocation, approved a charter, 
and elected its first executive 
committee, of which the co-chairmen 
are Tician Papachristou, president of 
the U.S. Architects Designers 
Planners for Social Responsibility, and 
Yuri Platonov, newly elected president 
of the USSR Union of Architects. The 
Brighton meeting featured a speech 
by Dr. Stephen Farrow, committee 
member of International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War .... 
The annual Art Commission Awards for 
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Excellence in Design were presented 
by Mayor Koch last spring to nine 
projects, three of which were designed 
by Chapter members: An industrial 
incubator building at East New York 
Industrial Park, Brooklyn, by Robert E. 
Meadows, Architects, a project of PDC 
with assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce's Economic 
Development Administration. The 
new Clarendon Branch Library in 
Brooklyn designed by Perkins Geddis 
Eastman Architects, a project of the 
Department of General Services and 
the Brooklyn Public Library. And the 
reconstruction and restoration of 
Morningside Park, Phase I, between 
West llOth and 114th Streets, 
Manhattan, designed by Quennell 
Rothschild Associates Landscape 
Architects and Bond Ryder James 
Architects, a project of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
.... Robert Jensen has been named 
guest curator of "a landmark 
architecture exhibition" at the 
American Craft Museum. Architectural 
A rt: Affirming the Design 
Relationship will open at the museum 
in May 1988, in conjunction with the 
AIA National Convention in New York 
.... The Williams Group, headed 
by Terrance R. Williams, has been 
retained as planning consultants by 
the Flushing Meadow Corona Park 
Corporation . 
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John V. Lindsay 
Challenges Architects 

"Whatever Happened to Urban 
Design?" was the question posed by 
former New York City Mayor John V. 
Lindsay in an address at the Chapter. 
His address heralded the opening of 
"Architects in Public Agencies," an 
exhibition that was on view this 
summer at the Urban Center. 

"In 1966, making urban design a high 
administrative priority was in itself 
something of a radical act," Lindsay 
said; "Community participation, far 
more sophisticated development 
regulations, top policy roles for 
designers in government, all were new 
ideas that for the most part are now, 
thankfully, accepted, even taken for 
granted. 

"What do we learn from this?" he 
asked. "We learn that high quality 
planning and design can only happen, 
first, if talented designers, architects, 
and planners are attracted into the 
lists and given key roles; second, it can 
happen only if the very top political 
leadership is so minded, is involved, 
backs its team, and remains accessible 
to them. 

"By the same token," Lindsay 
continued, "if there are second rate 
people, if the subject of urban design 
is on the back burner (or off the stove 
altogether), or if the top political 
leadership is guided solely by political 
considerations and development 
pressures, that community is heading 
for deep trouble." 

Mayor Lindsay went on to comment 
on the underlying urban problems 
affecting the cities of our nation, 
including the growing urban 
underclass, the disparities of income 
and social opportunity, abandoned 
buildings, the growing homeless 
population, urban street gangs, and 
the withdrawal of business from the 
city center. He stated his concern that 
business, in withdrawing from contact 
with the urban underclass, has a lot of 
older cities balancing on a knife edge, 
and was thereby producing problems 
for his audience. 

He said, "The withdrawal of business 
from central cities has set off a 
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tremendous boom in suburban areas 
... where there has been for the most 
part bad planning ... The design of 
these new areas is not being managed 
with anything near the sophistication 
that traditional city centers now put 
into growth management-to state 
the problem as gently as possible ... 
Research is needed into how to create 
a desirable environment out of such 
large quantities of surface parking and 
such large distances between 
important buildings ... Without this 
... we are doomed to the possibility 
and probability of embarking on 
another binge of building nothing but 
unrelated junk ... I think we have 
proved in the cities that good design 
pays off in higher real estate values 
and better public acceptance of new 
development. 

"I remain less optimistic about what 
may happen to the older cities, unless 
this country decides to address these 
root problems ... And that's a tough 
one ... I believe that only a change in 
course can correct the situation. 

"There has to be a better climate, a 
climate that will attract better people 
into the public business and that will 
treat government with respect, not 
with contempt ... In short, we'd 
better start caring again." Mr. 
Lindsay's comments went to the heart 
of the Chapter's Public Architects 
Committee's purpose in presenting 
the exhibit. 

The Committee feels there should be a 
concerted effort to make design 
quality a more public issue, that a 
better informed public can evaluate 
the level of quality that is being 
achieved in our public environment. 
Thus pressure can be brought to bear 
on those in a position to create a 
change in design priorities in the City. 
An informed public can make decision
makers more accountable, the 
Committee maintains. 

Convention 88 Tours 

by Conrad Curtis 

With inside views of New York 
masterpieces, works in progress, and 
the offices that produce them, the 
Chapter's tour program for the 1988 
Convention is designed to give over 
half of the anticipated 12-14,000 
Convention attendees an 
unprecedented look at the 
architecture of the city. 

Under the direction of John Belle, 
partner at Beyer Blinder Belle, and 
Robin Lynn, president of Robin Lynn 
Associates, 40 volunteers have 
produced a program of over 80 tours 
for the architecture professional, 
including the anatomization of Battery 
Park City conducted by designers of 
the project; on-site building profiles of 
familiar and awaited structures with 
their associated luminaries; a look at 
the Statue of Liberty under the 
tutelage of those closest to the 
restoration project; issue-oriented 
movable seminars including midtown 
public spaces and museums and air 
rights; fish and architecture at South 
Street Seaport for the early-to-rise 
and the hearty-of-nose; also parks by 
bus and on foot, waterfronts by road 
and water, and overviews of the 
boroughs with resident experts. 

According to Lynn, "Each daily 
afternoon program will focus on one 
area of the city, the better to feed into 
the evening's major social event: 
Sunday afternoon tours of eastern 
midtown and the Queens area for 
proximity to the Dodge Party at 
IDCNY on Sunday night; tours 
downtown to spill into the 
Wintergarden for the Host Chapter 
Party Monday; and so on." 

For seekers of diversion, the 
weightier professional tours are 
balanced by morning tours (officially 
for spouses so the professionals will 
keep their attention dutifully on 
business at hand), which include 
"Backstage on Broadway: Breakfast 
with a Critic" or lunch at the Waldorf, 
as well as evening programs to "Les 
Miserables" and "Phantom of the 
Opera" on Broadway and to dinner 
with dancing during a cruise of the 
bay. 



Says John Belle, director of the effort, 
"We want to give out-of-towners an 
experience of the city as we who live 
here know it: eminently livable albeit 
frenetic, and endlessly interesting 
because it is impossible to 
comprehend with finality. And we 
want to give resident architects a 
chance for truly out-of-the-ordinary 
access to sites and experts that even 
those who live here will find 
attractive." 

The majority of tours is clustered by 
location and subject matter, and many 
clusters will commence as short and 
lively lectures before individual 
groups set off on specialized 
investigations. The Battery Park City 
clusters, for example, will begin with a 
lecture by associated designers at the 
Merrill Lynch auditorium before 
participants depart for one of several 
tours, which include the commercial, 
residential , and open-space 
components of the project. For those 
who cannot get away from the 
Convention Center to take in an 
afternoon tour, a prominent New York 
City historian will conduct a series of 
four "Armchair Tours of the City" -
45-minute lectures on the city that 
looms to the north, east, and south of 
the Javits Center. 

"Credit must really go to the 
volunteers who have worked long 
extra hours through the dog days of 
July and August, and to Robin for her 
extraordinary organizational skills 
and continually original program 
suggestions," continues Belle. "It will 
be a program that the Chapter and the 
city can really be proud of- a program 
that should crown the largest AIA 
Convention in the history of the 
organization. It is entirely fitting that 
the city that spawned the American 
Institute of Architects some 130 years 
ago should now open its doors ill 
welcome to the membership that 
traces its history to these streets and 
in appreciation of the excellence of the 
achievement of the profession 
throughout the country .. " 

Also slated are day-long post
Convention investigations of the 
surrounding region, a four-day bed-

Illegal Practice of 
Architecture Stopped 

The following press release has been 
issued by The New York State 
Attorney General's Department of 
Law, dated Tuesday June 30, 1987. 

Attorney General Robert Abrams 
announced that two Rochester men he 
alleged engaged in the unlicensed 
practice of architecture and 
engineering, have agreed to close 
their firms and be employed only by 
licensed professionals. 

The Attorney General said that 
Eugene Laneri, of Rochester, 
operated as a building designer since 
January 1982. He received an 
Associate's Degree in construction 
technology from S.U.N.Y. at Alfred, 
and was employed by a number of 
architectural firms before setting up 
his own business. 

Convention 88 Tours cont'd. 

and-breakfast trip up the Hudson to 
Albany and back, and a somewhat 
more formidable nine-day tour of 
contemporary architecture in West 
Germany. "The name of West 
Germany is on the verge of becoming 
synonymous with the best in modern 
architecture," Lynn points out. "The 
imaginative step taken by West Berlin 
in creating the International Building 
Exhibition sets a precedent that many 
cities would do well to notice. The 
results have been electrifying, and 
Berlin has become a showplace for 
contemporary international 
architects. Meanwhile, other West 
German cities seem to be competing 
among themselves to erect the most 
innovative museum, city hall, or 
cultural center. We have designed the 
itinerary to concentrate on major 
projects being carried out in West 
Berlin and on the new museum 
complexes and urban center 
developments of Frankfurt, Cologne, 
and Dusseldorf - and of course have 
not forgotten to include opportunities 
to enjoy the music and food of the 
area." 

The 1988 national convention of the 
AIA will take place in New York May 
15 to 18, 1988. 
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Mr. Abrams said that Douglas R. 
Bennett, of Rochester, is a high school 
graduate who started designing 
homes while working part-time for a 
mechanical draftsman. He established 
his own firm in January, 1981. 

Both individuals entered into their 
agreement without any admission of 
wrongdoing. 

Attorney General Abrams said: 
"The reason for licensing architects is 
that members of the public are 
entitled to the assurance that they are 
dealing with competent, trained 
professionals who can guarantee them 
a structurally safe home. Licensed 
professionals are versed in state 
construction codes and fire laws and 
must design to these specifications." 

The Attorney General said that the 
respondents in the two cases 
announced today were named in a 
complaint filed by members of the 
American Institute of Architects with 
the New York State Education 
Department's Office of Professional 
Discipline. After investigating, Mr. 
Abrams said, the Education 
Department referred the matter to his 
office for legal action. 

Mr. Abrams said that this action is 
part of an ongoing criminal and civil 
investigation into the the area of 
unlicensed architects. 

The Attorney General expressed his 
thanks to the Education Department's 
Office of Professional Discipline for 
their assistance on this matter. Mr. 
Abrams added that consumers who 
wish to check to see if an architect is 
licensed may call the Education 
Department's hotline - 1-800-342-3729. 

This matter has been handled for the 
Attorney General by Assistant 
Attorney General Vincent M. Barone 
under the supervision of Eugene 
Welch, Chief of the Rochester 
Regional Office. 
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Rodchenko Exhibition 

Bart Voorsanger: Alessandra, what 
prompted this extraordinary idea of 
bringing the Rodchenko exhibition to 
New York. 

Alessandra Latour: The intention of 
the exhibition program has always 
been to provide a cultural exchange 
and to stimulate a debate in 
architecture and urbansim. To present 
the Rodchenko work not only means to 
re-introduce Constructivism, but also 
to deal with a culture that has always 
been extremely rich in ideas and 
experimentation. And I find it 
particularly stimulating now. 

BV: Will this be a unique viewing of 
the drawings in America? And what 
type of drawing is coming? 

AL: The Rodchenko exhibition will 
consist of 35 architectural drawings, 
coming mostly from the collection of 
his family; some are from the 
Shchusev Architectural Museum in 
Moscow. Rodchenko worked in many 
fields, but the architectural drawings 
are particulary interesting to us 

NYC/AIA OCULUS 

Exhibition committee chair Bart 
Voorsanger recently interviewed 
curator Alessandra Latour about the 
forthcoming exhibition of material by 
the Russian Constructivist Alexander 
Rodchenko, which will be on 
exhibition in the Members Gallery 
from October 20 through December 
11. Excerpts of their discussion follow: 

because of the range of ideas and 
experiments he was able to achieve. 
And these drawings are very beautiful. 

BV: Will you tell us about the process 
of getting the exhibition here? 

AL: We sent a letter to the family for 
an agreement to the show, and the 
answer was positive. Both Alexander 
Lavrentjev and Varvara Rodchenko 
were glad to have an exhibition in our 
gallery, so I made arrangements to go 
over there. And that was an 
unforgettable experience. They were 
extremely nice to me and to be in 
Rodchenko's studio was particulary 
moving. To work with them has been a 
pleasure. Also the Schusev 
Architectural Museum was very 
helpful in realizing the exhibition. 
They assisted me in every way. The 
museum will ship the materials from 
Moscow to New York. It has 
participated actively in the entire 
organization. 

BV: For such an ambitious program 
there has been an unusual level of 

Below: The Workers Club in Paris, 
designed by Rodchenko, in 1925. 

Facing page: Project for building by 
Rodchenko, 1919. 

interest. What kind of support do you 
anticipate? 

AL: I hope people will recognize the 
importance of this cultural exchange. 
The support comes from the New York 
State Council on the Arts, which has 
helped our exhibition program from 
the beginning. I hope we will also get 
support from professionals and some 
other organizations. 

BV: At the opening of the exhibition 
on October 20 there will also be a 
symposium. Who will the participants 
be? 

AL: There will be John Bowlt, from 
the Department of Slavic Languages 
at the University of Texas at Austin; 
Kenneth Frampton from the GSAPP, 
Columbia University; Antonina Manina 
from the Shchusev Architectural 
Museum in Moscow; and Vieri Quilici 
from the Faculty of Architecture, 
University of Rome "La Sapienza". 

BV: This is obviously leading to other 
exchanges. Are there future programs 
that you can anticipate? 

AL: The Rodchenko show is the first of 
three exhibitions we are going to 
present in the near future. The second 
will be student work, in particular 
the thesis work, at the Moscow 
Institute of Architecture; it is going to 
be presented in March 1988. The third 
show will be on the work of I. 
Leonidov, in particular drawings 
related to the city, since the city is the 
theme for next year. This will be 
organized in connection with the AIA 
National Convention planned for the 
middle of M.ay, and again will be in 
collaboration with Andrej Leonidov 
and the Shchusev Architectural 
Museum. 

BV: We in the Chapter thank you for 
your strong commitment to this series 
of exhibitions. We look forward to this 
unique series of cultural exchanges 
with great anticipation. 

AL: And I would like to thank you, the 
Chapter, and all the people who have 
supported the program and actively 
participated. 
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The New York Chapter 
of the American Institute 
of Architects 
is grateful to the following 
for their sponsorship of 

OCULUS 

LeRoy Callender, P.C. 

CAD and Project Management Groups, 
Computer Systems/Charrette Corporation 

Consolidated Brick & Building Supplies, Inc. 

Cosentini Associates 

Domestic Marble & Stone Corporation 

Flack+ Kurtz Consulting Engineers 

Formica Corporation 

Hudson-Shatz Painting Co., Inc. 

Imperial Kitchens, Inc. 

Institute of Design and Construction 
(40th Anniversary 1947-1987) 
RA License Review Department 

Kallen & Lemelson, Consulting Engineers 

John Lagenbacher Co. Inc. 

Lane's Floor Coverings, Inc. 

Morse/Diesel, Inc. 

National Reprographics 

The Office of Irwin G. Cantor 
Member Cantor/Seinuk Group 

Republic Elevator Company 

Rose Associates, Inc. 

St. Charles Fashion Kitchens of N.Y.C. 

Judith Selkowitz 

Syska & Hennessy 

Weiskopf & Pickworth 


