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Uptown Office
121 LaSalle Street
New York, NY 10017

(Office) 212-262-7005
(Fax) 212-262-7024

IDEAL. CONSTRUCTION
INTERIORS, CONTRACTING & TECHNOLOGY

Midtown Office
555 8th Avenue
New York, NY 10028

CONSTRUCTION

IDEAL consTrucTION — Experience, knowledge
and attention to detail. IDEAL always promotes the team
approach. By partnering with the design team, suppliers
and tradesmen; IDEAL consistently delivers exceptional
projects on-time and on-schedule.

David Ashen, Principal

d-ash design, Award Wining Designer

“On both the Avalon and the Spider Club, IDEAL
partnered with our team, and helped us reach our goals.”

Marcelo Velez, P.E., Director, Facilities Management &
Construction, Columbia University
“It’s easy to use Ideal on construction projects because
of their professional staff and ability to deliver, the
management team is competent, diligent and involved in
the complete construction process.”

Gregg Gambino, Vice President

Skanksa USA Building, Inc.

“The Ideal staff is extremely knowledgeable and operates
with a “CAN-DO” attitude. Ric Rivera and Louis
Serrante consistently promote the team approach during
the complete construction project.”

Joseph Segal, President and CEO

Design Collaborative, Inc.

“Working with Louis Serrante and Andrew Henderson
simplify the design/build process. Over the last ten years,
they consistently operate with a high level of
professionalism.”

IDEAL CONSTRUCTION

Ricardo R. Rivera
Founder and President

Louis Serrante
Executive Vice President - General Manager

Frank S. DeGrande
Vice President of Operations

IDEAL Technology Partners with iFortress

Joseph Sportiello , Manager

American Communications Industries

“The iFortress, is a one-of-a-kind product, which is a six-
sided secure facility, protecting your data center or
critical information areas against Fire, Smoke, Water,
Acrid  Gasses, High winds, Earthquakes, Radio
Frequency-Electro Magnetic Influences/Electromagnetic

”

Pulse and explosion”.
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DESIMONE CONSULTING ENGINEERS, PLLC
18 WEST 18TH STREET

10TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10011

P. 212.532.2211

F. 212.481.6108

W. www.de-simone.com
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‘ Severud Associates

NEW YORK . LONDON . PARIS

Award-Winning

Structural Engineering

Since 1928

averud Assoclale

CONSULTING ENGINEERS P.C.
485 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10017

(212) 986-3700

www.severud.com






Experience a Delight in Freshness

-

ANO

Specialty Products Division

For a Showroom nearest you or for more product information

please call us at 877-600-2566

or visit our website at www.almo.com/specialty

Experience legendary
Liebherr quality,
harmonious design

and sophisticated
solutions for convenience.

The name Liebherr is infernationally
synonymous with ideas and
innovation. Our refrigerators and
freezers bring precision and func-
fionality to every kitchen. Exceed
expectations for freshness with
features such as SuperfFrost™ and
Biofresh™ — brand new to the

US market.

A delight in freshness
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The G-S Company

WIRE
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YOUR SOURCE FOR

WIRE MESH PRODUCTS DETENTION EQUIPMENT

* PARTITIONS (SURE-GUARD™) * ROD GRILLAGE ( ROD-GUARD™)
* TOOL CRIBS ‘ * MESH GRILLAGE (MESH-GUARD™)
e WINDOW GUARDS e DOUBLE-RIBBED BAR GRILLAGE

* STAIRWELL PARTITIONS ¢ SECURITY HOLLOW METAL
* RAILING INFILL PANELS ¢ PRISON HARDWARE AND LOCKS
* GARAGE BARRIER GRILLES * PRISONER BENCHES AND BUNKS

7920 Stansbury Road
Baltimore, MD 21222
Ph: 410.284.9549 * Fx: 410.282.6499

Website: www.g-sco.com

Since 19 Email: sales@g-sco.com
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Steel... Still The Choice For Framing
High-Rise Office Buildings in NYC

Developers of the most prestigious commercial projects favor
its Economic, Environmental and Design Advantages

e Steel cohtinues to be the most viable long-span floor system
for creating maximum column-free office space

e Steel buildings afford§ greater flexibility to accommodate changing tenant needs
e Building in steel produces less environmental impacts over the life cycle of the building

e Steel gives owners and developers safe and innovative solutions
to create the signature buildings they desire.

As the framing material of choice for New York City’s
prominent new office towers, steel continues to play
a major role in shaping the city skyline.

World Trade Center, ...,

1.7 million SF office tower, being rebuilt in structural steel.
Architect: Skidmore Owings & Merrill| LLP (Chicago). Developer:
Silverstein Properties.

New York Times Tower, a 52-story, 1.54 milion
SF office tower, to be framed entirely in structural steel. Architect:
Renzo Piano and Fox & Fowle. Develdpers: The New York Times
Company, Forest City Ratner Companies, and ING Real Estate.

Times Square TOWE, 2 47-story, 1.44 million SF
office tower framed in structural steel. Architect: Skidmore
Owings & Merrill LLP (Chicago). Developer: Boston Properties.

Time Warner Genter, e podium and office
portions of the twin-towered multi-use complex, located at
Columbus Circle, framed in structural steel. Architect: David Childs
of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. Developers: Related Companies
and Apollo Real Estate Advisors, LP.

Hearst Magazine Building, a 42-story, 856,000
SF office tower addition to the landmark Hearst Building to be
framed in structural steel. Architect: Lord Norman Foster and
Partners. Developer: Tishman Speyer Properties.

SIEEI- The Ill'ﬂlllil;%l’ engineering and construction material of the 21st Century.

I Steel Institute of New York

211 East 43rd Street @ New York, NY 10017 e 212-697-5553




| The First Construction Organization in the
United States to Achieve ISO 14001 Registration

Managing environmental issues in construction
is unigue and the Skanska approach is one that

sets us apart from our competitors. Through
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on your project. Skanska is here to assist you
in achieving your environmental construction

goals.
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Corporate Headquarters New York Division

1633 Littleton Road 136 Madison Avenue 11th floor
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 New York, NY 10016
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The environmental benefits
of recycled materials, the
durability of masonry, and

the versatility of architec-

tural polished block come

together in the new Gemstone

Collection from Clayton Block.

Engineered for use in virtually any indoor

___or outdoor application, Gemstone Collection
.‘_‘?‘g% units have a rich, terrazzo-like finish and
::x?’ are available in a variety of shapes and
sizes. You can always count on Clayton Block
technology for cost-effective masonry solutions

that transform your creative ideas into perfect projects!

Available in both arctic and warm-tone
units—with Emerald, Sapphire,
Topaz or Opal highlights—in
two distinct finishes.

Locations
# throughout
& > New Jersey
New Jersey Chapter " & : ¢ to serve you

For more information,
click or call Clayton today.

1-888-452-9348 : e
www.claytonco.com CONCRETE[=E/BLOCK=ISAND
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P.O. Box 3015 ¢ Lakewood, NJ 08701
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Light, space and air... It's what we look for in great design. And while achieving this design requires the light touch
of an experienced designer, there's nothing lightweight about the value of materials used. € The internal staircase
== at Deutsche Telekom's Park Avenue headquarters is a perfect example of how Ornamental Metal achieves
stunning design objectives. € Architects select it for its uncommon durability, design flexibility and beauty.
Ornamental Metal outperforms other materials in its class; creates value; transcends space and endures over time.
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For more information on how Ornamental Metal can help add style to your next project,
contact the Ornamental Metal Institute of New York.

¥ Ornamental Metal Institute of New York

211 East 43rd Street ® New York, NY 10017 o 212-697-5553

apher: Christopher. Barret / Hedrich Blessing




THE WIRES, CABLES AND CONNECTIONS YOU SEE ARE ALL

THE CONNECTIONS, INCLUDING POWER CONNECTIONS, FOR
THE ENTIRE SYSTEM.

Covered by U.S. 5,923,363 and 6,603,842 patents and many pending patents.
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HOT-DIP GALVANIZING
NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD

vista group &

DUROZINQ®

The American Galvanizers Association

awarded their prestigious EXCELLENCE IN HOT DIP GALVANIZING for the
Calendar year 2002 and Voigt & Schweitzer was the BIG winner with 4 Major
Awards. A select group of Architects, Structural Engineers, and Designers from
the Denver, Colorado area were selected to judge the awards. Hundreds of
projects from all over North America had entered the annual event.

When quality and service is on the line, Voigt & Schweitzer Galvanizing
always comes through as exhibited here...

'COLORZINQ®

“When Jeff Brewsaugh of The G.L.
Nause Company called, they had a
very specific project being designed
by an Architectural firm who is
known for doing things right the
first time.” Mr. Brewsaugh knew
that V&S had a reputation for
quality and their new DUROZINQ®
product would be perfect for this
project. The picture does not do it
, justice, but V&S was proud to
accept the award in the category of
: ; % ARTISTIC Project of the year.
The Huntington Covered Gardens ¢ San Marino, California Thank you to G.L. Nause for t?'e
Offenhauser Associates, Inc. (Architect) confidence and trust you had in us
The G.L. Nause Company, Loveland, Ohio on this very important project for
Structural Steel Fabricator the citizens of San Marino, Ca.

73
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n, West Virginia

' Kanawha Regional Transit
Trojan Steel Fabricators
: = B
Bridge/Highway.
Quincy, Massachusetts

Fore River Bridge
Acrow Bridge Company

V&S thanks the above steel fabricators for the partnership they shared with us
on the above projects. Awards or not, we galvanize every job like it may be the
next one recognized by our American Galvanizers Association.

VES Columbus Galvanizing LLC
1000 Buckeye Park Road
Columbus, Ohio 43207
Phone (614) 443-4621
Fax (614) 443-6375

Voigt & Schweitzer Galvanizers, Inc.
12600 Arnold Street
Redford, Michigan 48239
Phone (313) 535-2600
Fax (313) 535-0862

V&S Lebanon Galvanizing LLC
153 Micro Drive
Jonestown, Pennsylvania 17038
Phone (717) 861-7777
Fax (717) 865-7749

vss PI.'I A IrL~ Galv e g LLC
2520 East Hagert Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19125
Phone (215) 739-8911
Fax (215) 634-0791

VES Pilot Galvanizing, Inc.
P.O. Box 610
Manilla Creek Road
Poca, West Virginia 25159
Phone (304) 755-2949
Fax (304) 755-2995

V&S Amboy Galvanizing LLC
1190 Amboy Avenue
Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861
Phone (732) 442-7555
Fax (732) 442-5560

V&S Bristol Galvanizing LLC
14781 Industrial Park Road
Bristol, Virginia 24202
Phone (276) 466-5558
Fax (276) 466-0558

V&S Taunton Galvanizing, LLC
Myles Standish Industrial Park:
585 John Hancock Road
Taunton, Massachusetts 02780
Phone (508) 828-9499
Fax (508) 828-1177

www.hotdipgalvanizing.com
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= wenty-five years ago my first job after col-
lege was working for the New York City
Department of City Planning on waterfront
planning. This issue of Oculus features
recently realized, current, and future plans
for the city’s close to 600 miles of water-
front, and reflects on how much has hap-

i pened in the last 25 years.

A quarter century ago, most of the waterfront was aban-
doned remnants of our industrial past. New York City grew
from its waterfront, the best natural harbor on the East Coast,
leading to the Erie Canal and the Midwest. After World War |l
our industrial base and the transportation systems that served
it moved out of the cities. The port facilities largely migrated to
New Jersey and New York’s waterfront was left rotting. The
water was rancid. Marine life died. Raw sewage was dumped
into the rivers. Not until the late 1980s with the completion of
the North River sewage treatment plant was more than half of
Manhattan's sewage treated. At least the marine borer worms
did not eat the pier pilings; they could not live in the water.

The idea that one could ride a bike or walk on the water’s
edge around Manhattan was a dream 25 years ago. Now it is
a reality. New riverfront open space has been created. This
new access to the water has created tremendous develop-
ment pressures. These pressures are not only due to the redis-
covered land but also to the fact that our City has grown by
almost a million people. Change has not only come to the
Manhattan Gold Coast. A large park is planned along the
Brooklyn waterfront. Queens West is creating a mixed-use
planned community with open space along the shore of the
East River. The west shore of the Hudson River has been
transformed through New Jersey’s foresight in developing new
mass transit along the water. The New York City Department
of City Planning has proposed re-zoning both the Greenpoint
Williamsburg section of Brooklyn — to bring housing and open
space, and Hudson Yards — to accommodate commercial and
residential expansion of Midtown Manhattan. The rebirth of
waterborne passenger transportation has created more and
pbetter transportation. Much of the rotting industrial piers and
equipment has been removed or left as artifacts in the new
landscape (for example Gantry Park and the relocated Pepsi
sign at Queens West). The pressures of residential/commercial
development compete with pressures for continued industrial
use of power plants, marine transfer stations, and so forth.

When many of us started work on New York New Visions we
recognized the amazing waterfront of Lower Manhattan was not
fully appreciated. The western edge, redeveloped through

on the
\Waterfront

First Words

Letter from the President

Battery Park City, is still
hard to get to. The eastern
edge has had many plans,
including some redevelop-
ment around South Street
Seaport, but is mainly an
area of unrealized oppor-
tunities.

New York City has the
highest density in the
nation, the highest use of
mass transit, and the low-
est per capita energy consumption. The city’s continued
growth is in itself creating a more sustainable country. The
waterfront creates additional land for us to grow and, as impor-
tantly, provides the open space that is critical for us to lead a
civil life. We need to be looking for every opportunity to create
open space, up-zone and rezone to increase density to house
our expanding population.

So much has been done in the last 25 years, yet we have
more to do. As this issue of Oculus shows, there are plans and
projects in design and construction that will continue this
inevitable transformation.

September 17-19, our Chapter will host Learning
from Lower Manhattan with five National AIA
Knowledge Communities (committees). The con-
ference will bring together architects and urban
designers from around the nation to hear about
how New York is rebuilding after 9/11. It will fos-
ter a better understanding of what is being done
right, what is missing, and what could be done bet-
ter in Lower Manhattan and the New York region.
We hope you will join us! See page 45 for
information and visit the conference web site at
www.aia.org/learningfromlowermanhattan.

Mark Ginsberg, AIA
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HOME THEATERS e WHOLE HOUSE

There’s Just One Thing
More Impressive
~Than Our Home Theaters...

Our Service.

Presenting Your Total Home Theater Solution. If you want to work with a company that works as hard as you do, look no
further. We've earned our stripes helping Fortune 500 companies successfully pull off unparalleled corporate events, trade shows and
business theater. So, we know how to meet deadlines and keep projects on budget. Our team includes everyone your client will

eed to complete the job — from professional craftsmen to A/V experts to CEDIA certified designers and installers. That means

> you'll have a single source that you can rely on for the whole project. Plus,

you’ll get the kind of personal service and accountability that you won'’t find elsewhere.
To find out all the reasons you should consider us for your next project, p— - FTYYN

simply call us today for a complimentary consultation.

1-877-4-MY MEDIA e mediasolutionsus.com ¢ Westbury, NY M [ n I A 80 l“TI u Ns
& P . Dvision of

Ao 4 & I I: JinousTay ParTNER AIA Watson Productions, LLC

Member




<€‘ep an Eye on Subscribe|to
dew York Achitectue. .. C u u S
|

Jecial rate for new subscribers:

ne year (4 issues): $32* Name (please print):
(save $8 off the cover price)

Company:

Vo years (8 issues): $64* .
(save $16 off the cover price) Street:

Please enter my one-year subscription for $32 City, State, Zip:
Please enter my two-year subscription for $64 Fax:t

tal due: $ (see below for payment options) E-mail:

0 pay by credit card: An invoice will be faxed to the number you provide above; mail this card to address on reverse (postage required).
© pay by check, or to order additional subscriptions: Please complete and enclose this card in an envelope, along with additional
mes/addresses, and your check made out to AIA New York Chapter. Mail to: Oculus / AIA New: York Chapter, Center for

chitecture, 536 LaGuardia Place, New York, NY 10012.

J.8. newsstand price is $10/issue. Subscription rates apply to U.S. orders only. For rates outside of the U.S., and for further
ormation please e-mail Oculus@aiany.org or call 212-683-0023 ext. 113.



Please
affix
37¢

stamp

AIA New York Chapter
Center for Architecture
536 LaGuardia Place
New York, NY 10012



First Words

3wz eonan]
e e E i | Letter from the Editor
o |

ntil this issue of Oculus, the only time | recall

being truly connected to and enamored of New
/ York City’s waterfront was on the Fourth of July,
\____/ 1976, when | stood on line at 1:00 in the morn-
ing to be on the first of only two ferries going to Liberty
Island to celebrate the Statue of Liberty Centennial. It was
a perfect New York day: blue skies, magnificent tall-mast-
ed sailing ships (the first Op-Sail), the U.S. Navy in full
regalia (the first Fleet Week), and boats of every stature
from everywhere. It was magic. <

There was not all that much waterfront to connect to :K N d
then. But times have changed...and continue to change., ~ Editor's very ferry day
So much so that by the time you read this, plans and
designs for the city’s waterfront will have undergone added changes, with still more in the offing.
This was clear from the number of projects we wanted to include but, because of the complex-
ities of many public/private projects, we were not able to — in some cases permission to make
them public was difficult to come by or flat-out refused. In the meantime, we've waded into the
water deep enough to find an amazing number of new ventures under way or pending.

Among the most nimble of waterfront place-makers is the NYC Economic Development
Corporation, as senior vice president Eve Michel, AIA, explains in “So Says...” A boathouse in
Harlem takes us “Around the Corner,” where Bette Midler is a potent but uncharacteristically
silent star of another endeavor to bring people to the water.

Starting on another shore, “Outside View” comes from a New York-born Angelino who won-
ders why Los Angeles can’t be more like New York — and vice versa. “40-Year Watch” revisits
Chatham Towers, a 1960s complex with Corbusian overtones. “Good Practices” takes on what
good leadership entails — besides just showing up. “In Print+” reviews a book that saunters
around the city’s shoreline, another that makes the thought of living on the water mouth-water-
ing; and visits www.docomomao.com.

It's summertime. Share lunch with the seagulls on a ferry or at the end of a pier.

Kristen Richards
kristen@aiany.org
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12th annual nyc design/build competition
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B
c a ' I fo r e n t r I e s It starts with one can. To feed the hungry. To lift the spirit. To change
‘ the world. Canstruction® a charity committed to ending hunger, is
using ‘one can' as a catalyst for change. Over 1.5 million New Yorkers
access hunger relief programs supported by the Food Bank For New

Who  Teams of New York City Architects, Engineers, York City. Canstruction’s 12th Annual NYC Design/Build Competition
Contractors, Designers and Students attending puts a visual spotlight on hunger while showcasing the New York design
Schools of Architecture, Engineering and Design. RN o e g e

) ) . Think you have what it takes to design and build a structure made
What  Design & build structures made entirely from of nothing more than canned food, ingenuity, and luck? Enter today.

canned foods withina 10'x10'x 8'h space. Get creative, help stop hunger. one can.

When Sept.14 Kickoff Meeting — NYDC, 6pm
Oct. 15 Deadline for Entry — 5pm
Oct. 19 Showroom Drawing —NYDC, 8:30am
Nov. 08 Food Delivered to NYDC
Nov. 10 Build Night
Nov. 11 Judging & Awards Gala
Nov. 11-24  Open to Public
Nov. 29 Decanstruction

Where New York Design Center, 200 Lexington Avenue
Why  Tobenefit the Food Bank For New York City

How Complete entry form below. Entry fee $100.
Make check payable to “SDA New York Chapter”

Mailto:  Cheri C. Melillo
Canstruction®
475 Tenth Avenue, 5thfloor
New York, NY 10018

Complete rules and regulations will be emailed upon receipt of
entry form. Teams are responsible for acquiring canned food.

firmname

address

phone fax
team captain home phone
cell phone emalil

For further info contact Cheri C. Melillo at (212) 792-4666, cmelillo@brb.com, www.canstruction.org
Sponsored by Society of Design Administration, American Institute of Architects, New York Design Center
Ad courtesy of Dawson Publications. Design: badpartners for The ADVERTISING Club.
canstruction



The nine-foot model of the New Tower at Ground Zero was
exhibited at the Center for Architecture for almost two
months, thanks to Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. Visitors from
21 states and 13 countries left comments in an electronic

guest book. The following sampling was selected by AIA New

York Chapter Executive Director Rick Bell.

19Bunyy Auieg

Cette tour s’adresse comme un doigt géant qui montre le ciel. (This

tower points skyward like a giant finger.)

Phillippe Berthod (St-Brieuc, France)

It's beautifulll!

Marco Besana (Mariano Comense, Italy)

We should put more brilliant architects together and let them throttle
each other until they come up with great ideas.

Doug Blanchard (New York City)

A pretentious and contrived building.

Lew Bolan (Washington, DC)

It's going to be amazing, but it's a real shame that the original
Libeskind design for the main tower has been compromised so much.
Steve Bottoms (Glasgow, Scotland)

| feel this building, as wonderful as it is, should live in another city.

Jim Clayburgh (New York City)

Very innovative design!

Alison Crendell (Lake Charles, Louisiana)

Pienso que el sistema constructivo como el disefio guarda una memo-
ria colectiva a las torres gemelas antes existentes. (I think the con-
struction system as designed retains a collective memory of the pre-
viously existing twin towers.)

Diana Diaz (Queens, New York)

The Center for Architecture
[_\ ’/[/7 ///;\\\ |! ///;l
\ /([

I wish that the “powers that be” would stop referring to it as “Freedom
Tower,” a rather banal designation.

Tom Furth (New York City)

The Freedom Tower seems to repeat the mistakes of the previous
Yamasaki towers. | am thinking in particular of the vast building stand-
ing in a large open space.

Keith Garner (London, England)

A very beautiful tower.

Catherine Gullon (Grenoble, France)

A tower of light, hope, and honor.

Carol Keys (Fairfax, California)

It's a nice tower, maybe not nice enough for a magic city such as New
York, but once off the ground, I'm sure it will become a magnificent
landmark.

Pierre-Yves Lebon (Montreal)

Light and life enhancing. This too is a memorial.

Michele Meyers (Santa Fe, New Mexico)
Eigentlich ganz schoen, passt schoen, aber die Spitze wuerde ich
noch etwas umdesignen. (Very nice, but | would redesign the tip.)
Thomas Ott (Simbach am Inn, Germany)

More beautiful than | thought it would be.

Dan Sheehan (New York City)

An impressive building, pity there aren't two.

Carl Simmonds (London, England)

The uppermost section with the windmills seems gimmicky, incom-
plete, and awkward.

Philip Weber (New York City)

An elegant, magnificent, glorious building. Makes one proud to be a
human being.

Ken Wilson (Ann Arbor, Michigan)

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of GSA’s Design
Excellence Program, the Center for Architecture is hosting
“Civic Spirit: Changing the Course of Federal Design,”
September 13-November 6. The exhibition will acquaint the
public and professionals with the program, how it operates,
and the architectural projects the Federal government com-
missions and oversees.

On April 7, Tishman Realty and Construction helped cele-
brate the unveiling of the donor wall for the Center for
Architecture. Tishman’s $100,000 contribution is a match-
ing gift against all new pledges from architects. We are glad
to report that architects doubled the initial challenge, pledg-
ing an additional $200,000! These next few months will
prove to be the most critical, as we need 100% participation
from the design community to reach our $6 million goal. To
find out how to add your name to the donor wall, contact
Brian Hartmann: 212-358-6118.
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ve Michel, AIA, has been with the New York City Economic

{~— Development Corporation for almost 16 years, and is currently
!

supports such projects as ferry terminals, ballparks, libraries, cultural facil-

senior vice president in the Capital Program Department, which

ities, and street enhancements. After receiving her architectural degree
from Washington University in St. Louis, she became a licensed architect
in California, and then worked with UNESCO in Jamaica. Ocuilus caught
up with her on a waterlogged spring day to talk about — and take a hard-
hat walk-about in — some of the EDC’s many waterfront intiatives.

Kristen Richards: The Economic Development Corporation has been
more successful than just about any other public entity in New York.
Is it because EDC is a public benefit corporation?

Eve Michel: EDC is a not-for-profit corporation whose only client is the
City of New York. We are not a city agency, and as a result some of
our procurement regulations are not as stringent as many of the city
agencies. There is still an abundance of checks and balances in
place, because we are dealing with public money and we are respon-
sible for open and fair processes. However, there are certain regula-
tions that make our procurement process a little less cumbersome,
and that allows us to be a little bit more nimble, quicker on our feet.

KR How large is the staff?

/| There are only 14 of us. The Capital Program Division is a

LIV I smal portion of the EDC, which is about 300 people big.
It's a good example of a private-public partnership. We have a very
motivated staff of engineers, architects, and landscape architects,
which goes hand-in-hand with the fewer constraints and the ability to
get things done. Essentially, we're the owners’ representative for the

City of New York. We then hire private sector designers, architects,
engineers, construction managers, and contractors. We do between
$200 and $300 million worth of capital work a year.

One of our first projects, which pre-dated me, was for the South
Street Seaport. The idea was to lay down infrastructures so a develop-
er would be attracted to the site. The Rouse Company became that
developer, and as we all know, that area has come up over the years.

We are able to get interesting projects done. For an architect it's
an incredible variety. You usually don't get the kind of a mixture we do
in the private sector where primarily you're obliged to make money as
opposed to spending money. People ask me what | do. | say that |
spend public monies.

KR

retention. How did it end up tackling waterfront projects that on the

EDC was originally created to be an economic develop-
ment engine for the city, focused on job creation and

face of it have little, if anything, to do with jobs?

[\ /| The term economic development is more far reaching
LIV then simply job creation, although that is one aspect of it.
A lot of the waterfront programs have to do with transportation of peo-
ple and goods, which actually do generate jobs.

One of our projects is the East River Bikeway — an alternative com-
muter route that also revitalizes the waterfront. More ways to get
around make the city more attractive. It's the soft side of economic

development. But it's vital for quality of life.

K

What is the future of the ferry and water-taxi movement in
the city?

N ;w\ /| Ferry ridership is very much up, especially since 9/11.

| \/ |
| VI

L The administration is doing what it can to encourage it, to
relieve the buses and subways. Our charge is to design, construct,
and upgrade ferry landings. It's a joint effort with EDC and the City
Department of Transportation Private Ferry Group, headed by Alan
Olmstead. Some new projects just going into construction are five
East River Ferry landings: at Battery Park, East 34th Street, East 62nd

Street, East 75th Street, and East 90th Street.

K

different. Were their settings, one in Manhattan and one a commuter

What about the St. George and the Whitehall terminals —
the two ends of the Staten Island Ferry route. They're very

community, responsible for the different architectural expressions? Or
was it the budget?

[\ /| The main thing is that the Whitehall terminal (Frederic
|V | schwartz Architects) is almost completely new construction,



VIiiche

while St. George (HOK) is a renovation with an expansion — a lot is dictat-
ed by the existing structure and aesthetics.

o

EDC has made a real effort on all the projects to have a

What are some of the environmental issues and sustain-
able design principles on these projects?

strong alternate energy focus. At Whitehall, we have a mil-
lion dollar integrated photovoltaic array. At St. George, we have a living
roof, an oyster bed, and a facility to recharge electrical vehicles. In both
Whitehall and St. George we have used energy efficient equipment, and
have been able to obtain certain loans towards that. On the East River
ferry landings we hope to have windmills to generate electricity for the
power at the 34th Street facility. At Pier 11, the Wall Street Terminal is a
passive solar building with its window orientation towards the south,
and a huge glass garage door that opens up for natural ventilation.

KR

=N/
VI

What about cruise ship piers and terminals in Manhattan
and Brooklyn?

Our infrastructure division is charged with improving the

L tourist and cruise industry in the city, and part of that
means redoing the passenger ship terminals on the Hudson River. The
master planning effort is underway, and we're doing some internal work
now to improve circulation in the passenger area; putting in escalators,
putting a taxi stand across the street, and improving the whole drop off
and parking situation. The industry has changed tremendously, from the
size of the ships to the number of passengers — last year, they handled
something like 900,000 travelers. The existing terminals can't handle the
numbers. So there are major changes going on, and EDC is the prima-
ry mover. We've been working with a consultant, Bermello, Ajamil &
Partners, who was competitively selected. They're Miami-based cruise
industry experts who have been taking us through the planning exer-
cise. The Brooklyn Pier is slated to be operational late summer 2005.

KR

Do you think a Brooklyn-Manhattan freight tunnel is a
good idea?

[ w’l\x /] We've been involved with the early Environmental Impact
L1V " Study, but there’s no funding in place at this point.

Right now to get goods into Manhattan, Long Island, or
Connecticut by rail, you have to go all the way to Albany and come
back down. This would connect us to what they call the Gold Coast
in New Jersey. It would take thousands of trucks off the road, and
lower the cost of goods for consumers. It's a very good idea. Whether

or not the cost is worth it — I'm not sure.

What's going on at the Battery Maritime Building, next to
KR the Whitehall terminal?
It is both the gateway to Governor’s Island as well as an
important lower Manhattan monument. It's strictly an
exterior restoration being done by Jan Hird Pokorny Associates, with
Tishman overseeing the construction. EDC is seeking a tenant — either
retail, possibly a hotel, or conference center.

EDC has other waterfront plans, including a waterfront park and
pier in West Harlem between 123rd and 135th Streets. We are also
working on some esplanades in the Green Point section of Brooklyn,
and along the north shore of Staten Island.

KR Who are the architects and engineers?

[\ /I We're working with W Architecture and DMJM Harris on the
IV | West Harlem piers. And the North Shore Esplanade — that's
Abel Bainnson Butz. The Green Point Esplanade is with Donna Walcavage.
We're also doing a private ferry facility for City DOT on the Westside at 38th
Street, called Pier 79. We're working with Wiliam Nicholas Bodouva +

Associates, and Skanska is our construction management team.

o

lead you to a design career in large-scale public projects?

On a personal note, did growing up hearing tales of mas-
sive infrastructure and construction projects worldwide

Yes. My father was an engineer who worked on a number

of international projects with Parsons Brinckerhoff. And we
traveled extensively. | had an early understanding of monumental pro-
jects and what kind of impact they can have on a culture, on an area.

KR work, or become another Marilyn Jordan Taylor (chairman
of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill)?

What about your future? Will you remain with this type of

}? \ | think I'm a competent architect, but I'm a better manag-
LI er. | don't see myself going into private practice. | see
myself more as an owner’s representative who has more of an over-
sight of the design and construction process. My primary concern is

how to get good design constructed.
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The window on the left
was built in the 1930s.
The one on the right, last week.

Or was that vice versa?
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or people who consider the waterfront of Lower
Manhattan an Eden of parkland and recreational uses,
perhaps their benchmark standard should be
Manhattan’s northernmost tip. Think about it: starting

clockwise from the George Washington Bridge, “upstate

Manhattan” is ringed by six tennis courts, one Little Red
Lighthouse, a commercial mooring (as well as Columbia University’s
boathouse), a handful of soccer fields, the island’s only remaining salt
marsh, and some decent biking. Sure, there’s no ferry transportation
like there is downtown, but to transplant the northern Manhattan
waterfront to Wall Street climes would require the capital and landfill
of at least another Battery Park City without the corresponding real
estate development.

Of course, northern Manhattan got to be what it is today for lack
of capital investment — office buildings would have quickly shouldered
into the landscape otherwise. In the not-too distant past, that fact also
spelled neglect. The efforts of groups like the New York Restoration
Project (NYRP), founded by Bette Midler, are working to reverse the
tide. In late spring another revitalizing piece of the puzzle, the Peter
Jay Sharp Boathouse in Swindler Cove Park, was put into place.

Swindler Cove, a new five-acre city park, is located on the east-
ern terminus of Dyckman Street, just north of Highbridge Park. Here,
the edge of the Harlem River is punctuated by a cavernous subway
shed, Bronx-bound bridges, and grocery mega-stores and auto body
shops that have not given way to a higher and better use. A large
swath of neighborhood is a housing project. Despite northern
Manhattan's bounty, this is exactly where a people-friendly shoreline
could do some good.

The boathouse, another NYRP project, is part of an attempt to
return this area to the Scullers Row it once was. But a boathouse
does not a rowing renaissance make, and so NYRP has also estab-
lished boat-building and rowing programs that introduce neighbor-
hood kids to — and encourage them to excel in — a sport from which
they were previously disenfranchised.

The architecture of the boathouse, which offers a visual connec-
tion to that storied past, was designed by Armand LeGardeur, AIA, an
Associate Partner at Robert A.M. Stern Architects who has carried it
forward in association with Stern’s office after striking out on his own.
LeGardeur is also doing other work at Swindler Cove. The first floor
has storage for 16 shells, the second has administrative and exercise
space and a spectators’ deck. Based on collegiate examples, as well
as on the boathouses of Philadelphia’s Schuylkill River, the bracketed
metal roof and board-and-batten siding references the real deal with-
out turning it into Epcot Harlem River.

Even the engineers hit the history textbooks. Like the barges that
used to launch racing shells at this spot, the Peter Jay Sharp is a float-
ing structure, if now on Styrofoam and concrete blocks. Constructed

Around the Corner

Jay S
BRol barn hitarte sand
rnobert rn tects anad
‘ l I Armand LeGardeur Architect
Armana LeGardeur Architect
] L} [}

By David Sokol

in Norwalk, the boathouse was delivered by tugboat to its new home
and hooked to an impermeable underwater conduit for utility service
in June.

While this little-ornamented boathouse is nearer an expression of
craft than nostalgic hyperbole, the modern luxury of underwater utili-
ties raises a flag: Rowing is no longer the province of wealthy white
men of the past (and thanks to Bette, our next champion could come
from Dyckman Houses), and past rowers probably couldnt meet
today’s rigorous athletic standards. If the engineering of a boathouse
has changed dramatically since olden days — and come to think of it,
the entire sport of rowing has, too — then perhaps the architecture
shouldn't look backward.

David Sokol is managing editor of /.D. magazine

Above: Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse (while still under construction in

Norwalk, Connecticut) Below: Site plan
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“Look towards Brooklyn and see all the ferries!” exclaimed
Santiago Calatrava, AIA, during his presentation of his 80
South Street tower project at the Center for Architecture this
past June. Indeed, look toward the waters that surround
Manhattan Island, and you’ll see ferries and water taxis scut-
tling to and from neighboring shores in every direction. Youw’ll
also see kayaks and sailboats and jet skis.

The city and the region are doing more than just dipping
their toes in the water. According to the Metropolitan
Waterfront Alliance (MWA), “Despite the barriers posed by
former industrial and military properties and landfill sites,
remediation and reclamation efforts in the area are current-
ly in the process of reshaping 6,000 acres of waterfront land
totaling more than 69 million square feet in new development
and more than $42 billion.” Big numbers!

And if the strategies presented at “Blue Links,” the MWA’s
2004 NY+NJ Waterfront Conference in May are any indication
of what’s to come, those numbers will only grow. “In the post-
industrial, solid-state world, you need less space for every-
thing industrial on the waterfront,” says Michael Plottel, AlA,
Senior Architect, Empire State Development, and chair of the
AIA New York Chapter’s Public Architects Committee. “That
means hundreds, thousands of acres of shoreline are return-
ing to an unclaimed state; soiled from previous use, but pris-
tine for new ideas.”

New York is not unique. The same thing is happening in
San Francisco, London, Hong Kong, Rotterdam, Sydney,
Nashville - just about every city and town located on every
type of waterfront. They are (re)discovering the economic
and cultural value of waterfronts that have for too long been
over-used, mis-used, or just out-and-out ignored.

Judging by the overwhelming response to Oculus’s call
for submissions for this issue, one could (figuratively) drown
in the number of new waterfront projects that are underway,
on the boards, or going through approval processes. That
isn’t counting the inspiring array of graduate thesis projects
and artful proposals we received that, alas, we were not
able to include due to space limitations. (Our thanks - and
kudos - to all!)

While it would be impossible for a single issue to cover
everything that’s happening along our waterfronts, we hope
that the sampling we have netted - from a floating public pool
to New Jersey’s Gold Coast - will encourage you to take a
stroll to the “blue link” at the end of your street and explore
the “emerald necklaces” adorning our shores.

Dive in!
Kristen Richards

New YOrks

New VWaterfront

Lower Manhattan from Governors Island

Once in a Blue Moon

Take Me to the Rivers

New Jersey’s Waterfront: Doing it Right

Civic Lessons at the Water’s Edge

Anatomy of a Townhouse

Guiding Principles of Large Scale Architectural Design
Taking Back the Shore

Learning from Lower Manhattan:

AlIA National Conference
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to reclaiming New York’s
waterfront.
By LindeiG. Miller

, FLORIAN SPEIER

Richard Rogers Partnership, Sharples, Holden and Pasquarelli Architects (SHoP), and Ken Smith Landscape Architect are working on a comprehensive

master plan for the East River from Battery Park to East River Park.

7 @ Blue Moon,” the latest artwork in Creative Time's Art on the
_ L Plaza series, is an installation by artists O+A (Bruce Odland
and Sam Auinger) that is literally orchestrated by the moon. The artists
encased microphones in “tuning tubes” and secured them to the sea
wall of the North Cove at the World Financial Center in order to cap-
ture the ambient sounds of the Hudson River, and the tides that
shape it, and convert them into music transmitted through five blue
cube speakers on the plaza.

Perhaps “Blue Moon” is a metaphor for New York’s waterfront
during the 20th century: We've had our highs and lows — but for most
of the second half of the century, we've been operating at low tide.

Except when “royalty” like the Queen Mary 2 and the Queen
Elizabeth 2 comes to town, or leaves, we forget that New York once
had a bustling harbor filled with tugboats, ocean liners, and cargo
ships. Today, despite outstanding examples of waterfront reclamation
and redevelopment including Hudson River Park, the Bronx River
Park, Brooklyn Bridge Park, and the Gowanus Canal, the waterfront
is still dotted with industrial debris, tow pounds, derelict buildings,
and bus garages.

That may be changing for the better. “Open space and access” has
become the mantra of many civic planners and advocacy groups.
According to City Council Member David Yassky, chair of the Council
Waterfronts Committee, “The New York City waterfront is undergoing
drastic changes from Riverdale to Red Hook. Aggressive redevelop-
ment plans for new housing, ferries, and waterfront-based business-

es dot the coastline. | am particularly encouraged by the City’s recent
investment in the cruise ship industry and a plan to rezone much of
the North Brooklyn waterfront to create new housing where old indus-
trial sites lay in ruin. But to make the waterfront truly successful, we
have to guarantee open space and access for all New Yorkers.”

“London, Copenhagen, Sydney are some of the world-class
waterfront cities that are literally reinventing themselves around their
waterfronts,” says Robert Yaro, president of the Regional Planning
Association (RPA). “Even though we are late bloomers, we have an
opportunity to learn from their successes and failures.” The RPA is
working to ensure that the reinvention of the harbor enhances the
character of existing waterfront communities, and safeguards the
rights of the public to access the shoreline and waters. “People tend
to forget we live in an archipelago,” Yaro continues. “We need to think
of the waterfront as our front door.”

Carter Craft, director of the Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance
(MWA), calls the waterfront “New York’s last frontier,” and periodically
reminds New Yorkers of the Public Trust Doctrine that says waterfront
access is a fundamental right of all people. Decisions being made
today in Washington, Albany, and City Hall will determine the future of
our waterfront for decades to come. To help keep track of new water-
front development opportunities, the MWA created a database in 2000
of proposed, ongoing, and completed construction projects. But
what’s most pressing on the MWA's agenda is a campaign called “Blue
Links.” The group devoted its third biannual Waterfront Conference in
May to the discussion of the deterioration of bulkheads, problems with
ferry wakes, wetlands, brownfields, and waterfront recreation.



At the heart of the Blue Links campaign is a list of 90 bulkheads,
ferry and water taxi stops, and promenades that have been identified
as deserving of public investment. The MWA submitted this invento-
ry to the federal
Transportation Equity Act. According to Craft, “The waterfront is all the

government for consideration under the

buzz — which is great — but now it's a matter of getting on elected offi-

cials to put our money where their mouths are.”

uters Take to the Water

Tom Fox was the first president of the Hudson River Park
Conservancy. Now, as founder and CEO of New York Water Taxi, he
and his partner, real estate developer Douglas Durst, have watched
their venture grow from a niche to mass market. In April 20083,
approximately 4,000 passengers rode the water taxis. In April 2004,
that number exceeded 49,000. To what does Fox attribute this suc-
cess? New York’s version of Venice's vaporettos started out to
enhance north/south access and egress to Hudson River Park, a
five-mile, 550-acre park that starts at Battery Park and ends at 59th
Street. Now, the water taxis have opened up neighborhoods such as
Long Island City and DUMBO. Fox adds, “Kids love them.”

Many New York and New Jersey residents get to work each day
by ferry. “We need waterways that connect us, not divide us,” says
Marian Imperatore, AlA, whose family owns and operates NY
Waterway, which has the largest ferry and excursion fleet in the har-
bor. “What the civic groups have accomplished over the last 20 years
is the great push to reclaim the waterfronts for public access and
recreation and transportation.” A project that has been in the works
since the days of the late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan has
focused on creating six ferry slips and a landside bus plaza at West
39th Street. The project, designed by William Nicholas Bodouva +
Associates, is expected to be completed in early 2005 [see page 28].
The new midtown ferry terminal will be operated under contract by NY
Waterway and open to any private ferry operator authorized by the
City. While ferries will go to a number of locations from this terminal,
the principal link will be to a new Gruzen Samton-designed ferry ter-
minal owned by the State of New Jersey and operated by NY
Waterway in Port Imperial in Weehawken [see page 29].

Different Waterfronts
New York City has different waterfronts — working waterfront, natural
waterfront, and developed waterfront. “l love the twin piers at

O+A’s “Blue Moon” cubes broadcast sounds of the tides on the World

Financial Center plaza
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Christopher Street [Piers 45 and 46 designed by Abel Bainnson Butz].
They're beautiful and fun,” says Amanda Burden, chair of the City
Planning Commission and director of the Department of City
Planning. To say the least, she is in awe of the City’s waterfront, and
feels New Yorkers need to enjoy and make use of in their everyday
lives. As part of Burden’s philosophy of “planning from the waterside,”
the Brooklyn communities of Greenpoint and Williamsburg will take
part in the creation of design standards for their own waterfronts. In
its Greenpoint-Williamsburg Land Use and Waterfront Plan, the
Department of City Planning is proposing zoning changes to allow for
housing, open spaces, and a publicly accessible esplanade to coex-
ist with light industry and commercial uses along two miles of
Brooklyn's East River waterfront and upland neighborhoods.

Piers 45 and 46 at Christopher Street by Abel Bainnson Butz

Also in the works is a comprehensive master plan for the East River
from Battery Park to East River Park, created by the design team of
Richard Rogers Partnership, Sharples, Holden and Pasquarelli
Architects (SHoP), and Ken Smith Landscape Architect. A project of
the New York City Economic Development Corporation and the
Department of City Planning, it is part of Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg’s vision for lower Manhattan and the creation of a world-
class waterfront with enhanced access, new uses, and lots of public
open space. Preliminary concepts for the plan were presented to com-
munity leaders, local elected officials, business owners, and residents
and more are to follow before the plan is completed in early 2005.

Bold Visions

Many civic organizations continue to ask: Where is the bold vision for
the waterfront? Where is the master plan for the entire waterfront?
When will there be coordination between the veritable alphabet soup
of federal, state, and city agencies involved in reshaping New York
City’s waterfront? Maybe we will see this one day. For now, projects
seem to “stand alone under a blue moon.”

Linda G. Miller is a freelance w

director of communications at the Municipal Art Society.

iter. She most recently served as
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William Nicholas Bodouva + Associates: West Midtown Ferry Terminal built around the brick ventilation shafts of the Lincoln Tunnel

/,’7 ou don't notice it nearly as much until you get
7 outin the water. The sky. Sailing out and back
/ on the Staten Island Ferry gives you some
excellent views of the Manhattan skyline, as

well as the promising renovations at the
Whitehall and St. George ferry terminals. The
trip will remind you of a significant fact: a

A ferry service from Brooklyn across the East River to Manhattan

good bit of the region is under water.

(then New Amsterdam) started in the early 1640s. Staten Islander
Cornelius Vanderbilt made his first fortune running a ferry service. But
ferry use peaked in the early 1900s, then faded as bridges and tun-
nels linked the boroughs together and connected Manhattan and
Staten Island to New Jersey.

Today, work is underway on the existing Whitehall and St. George
ferry terminals, and new terminals are being constructed along
Manhattan's East River and Hudson shores. Current<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>