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LETTERS FROM TWO PRESIDENTS

Architecture and the
Urban Experience

hat defines our urban health? The experience of the built environment -

physically defined and inspired by great buildings — also needs safe and
walkable streets, clean air, beautiful parks and plazas, good shopping, enticing
meals, and reliable and pleasant transportation. This issue of Oculus is devot-
ed to just that - design that enhances the joy of urban living for residents and
visitors alike. Focused on hospitality and tourism, it is upbeat and optimistic.

For some (but not all), 2013 has been, economically speaking, a better year
than others in recent memory. This was reflected in much-appreciated support
for the events that bring our industry together — such as the Heritage Ball and
ATANY Design Awards Luncheon - as well as in people’s generosity of spirit,
enthusiasm for new ventures, and pride in civic achievements over the past de-
cade. It is clear that New Yorkers recognize and value the importance of design.

At ATANY, 2013 was a year for discussion of serious issues of the day.
From risk and reconstruction to global competitiveness, from potentially
losing the American Folk Art Museum (an urban loss) to Hudson Yards (a
civic gain), from Michael Bloomberg to Bill de Blasio, the city is constantly
in flux. Throughout the year, we worked to position the architecture and
design community as a respected voice on civic issues: in our “A Platform for
the Future of the City” and “Post-Sandy Initiative” documents; in highlight-
ing the Hudson Yards mega-project in our Breakthrough Gallery; and in our
many vibrant programs and exhibitions, including “Practical Utopias,” which
brought the experience of 20 international firms working in the major finan-
cial centers of Asia to a New York audience.

This October we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Center for Archi-
tecture — a milestone that encouraged us to consider the impact we've had
during the decade. “This year we have captured an amazing series of events,
discussions, debates, and stories,” one of our members recently wrote me,
citing record attendance, new committee collaborations, new faces, extensive
outreach, and media relationships that have signified a new level of critical
dialogue. For all these reasons I applaud AIANY members and thank the
leadership team led by Rick Bell, FAIA, and Cynthia Kracauer, AIA, LEED
AP, and everyone at ATANY who has dedicated countless hours to making
our journey this year absolutely extraordinary. In particular, thanks to all who
participated in my effort to look beyond our borders to foster cross-cultural
dialogue about common issues of urban life around the globe.

Who knows where we'll be in the next 10 years? Together we'll continue to
bring outstanding programs and exhibitions to professional and public audi-
ences, building bridges with an incoming administration of newly elected of-
ficials. I look forward to next year’s presidency led by Lance Jay Brown, FAIA,
whose support and counsel went well beyond the role of president-elect, and
whose focus on public space will surely continue to lift our civic spirit in 2014!

Jill N. Lerner, FAIA
2018 President, AIA New York Chapter

The Fun Factor: Visitors + Vistas

first words

OKristen Richards

Lance Jay Brown, FAIA, DPACSA, and Jill N. Lerner, FAIA

Cic Spirt:
Civic Vision

he role of architecture in creating cultural

identity and building the civic realm has
always been my passion. Resilience has become
a primary focus since 9/11, and particularly with
increasingly frequent and devastating natural di-
sasters. My 2014 ATANY Presidential Theme, Civic
Spirit: Civic Vision, will address these critical is-
sues. We'll examine public space both at home and
abroad, learning lessons from each. And we'll look
at how architecture and resiliency are inseparable,
shaping occupancy and beneficial use.

I would like to thank Jill N. Lerner, FAIA, for
her leadership in 2013. She set a high standard.

I look forward to working closely with Execu-

tive Director Rick Bell, FAIA, Managing Director
Cynthia Kracauer, AIA, LEED AP, and the truly
outstanding Center for Architecture staff. Together
with ATANY members and our professional col-
leagues, we’ll continue to promote our resonant

“A Platform for the Future of the City,” a detailed
30-point guide for municipal leaders. This first-
ever effort on the part of the Chapter was on view
at the Center for Architecture through the recent
citywide elections. We look forward to supporting
and advising Mayor Bill de Blasio and his adminis-
tration in meeting our shared goals.

As an ACSA Distinguished Professor at the
Spitzer School of Architecture and an AIA Fellow,
I am constantly aware that we are all students in
this world of accelerated change. In this spirit of
ongoing engagement, let’s work together in 2014!

Lance Jay Brown, FAIA, DPACSA
2014 President, AIA New York Chapter
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

The Eternal Tourist

hat is me. Since settling into a New York City

life when “teen” was still in my age, I have
never been not in awe. Never without a camera
in tow. Never without an adventure to share. So
putting this issue of Oculus together was actually -
dare I say - fun!

“The Fun Factor” is modeled on a traveler’s
first day in the Big Apple. She arrives and freshens
up in the oh-so-mod - and welcoming - Virgin
Atlantic Upper Class Clubhouse at either JFK or
Newark. She then heads to Midtown to check in at
either the Waldorf-Astoria, with its soaring fagade
windows no longer obstructed by a mezzanine
in a refreshed, light-filled lobby, or the New York
Palace, where its previously ziber-gilded spaces
have been tamed with sophistication. Then it’s off
to Tommy Bahama’s new Fifth Avenue flagship,
where she'll meet friends to munch lunch and sip
rum before buying a tropical wardrobe for her
mid-winter island vacation.

It’s a beautiful New York afternoon - what
better to do than take in the glories of Gotham on
an ATANY Around Manhattan Architecture Boat
Tour, led by expert architect/tour guides, aboard
an exquisitely-detailed 1920s-style yacht (one can
almost imagine Jay Gatsby beckoning, “Welcome
aboard!”). Spotted on the tour is the Watermark
Bar, a glistening gem of a restaurant perched on
a pier just south of the South Street Seaport - a
perfect place to dine while watching city lights
begin to twinkle in the dusk.

The view inspires plans for the next trip.

Across the East River at the north end of Brooklyn
Bridge Park, two long-abandoned Civil War-era
warehouses are being transformed into lively spaces
for offices, dining, retail, and (finally!) a permanent
home for the St. Ann’s Warehouse theater. Just
north of the Watermark, South Street Seaport’s Pier
17 is being brought back to life as a transparent

first words

and translucent “village” of stores and restaurants
and lively outdoor spaces. Likewise, but on the
Hudson River, Pier 57 - newly-dubbed SuperPier -
promises acres of “Culture, Cargo, Chaos”

The next trip will also include extra time to
shuffle up to Buffalo to see H.H. Richardson’s
Buffalo Psychiatric Center reborn as the mixed-
use Richardson Olmsted Complex, complete with
a boutique hotel and a new Buffalo Architecture
Center.

Our traveler’s adventures continue with “One

Block Over;” to discover that Lower Manhattan is
no longer deserted after dark. “127-Year Watch”
offers the intriguing history of what is on every
tourist’s must-see list — the Statue of Liberty.
And “In Print” finds Moore’s Why We Build and
Ockman’s Architecture School: Three Centuries of
Educating Architects in North America to be real
page-turners.

As we bring this first decade of the Center
for Architecture and Oculus (in its current
incarnation) to a close, I'd like to thank so many
wonderful ATANY and Oculus Committee
members and committee chairs for making
the last 10 years such a joyous journey -
unfortunately, I do not have the pages it would

Editor feeling like a princess
at the New York Palace.

take, but you know who you are. In particular, I'd
like to thank Guy Geier, FAIA, IIDA, LEED AP,
for his leadership as Oculus Committee Chair
over the last three years, and note that I'm looking
forward to working with incoming Chair Barbara
Spandorf, AIA, in the new year. We are ending
this decade with a small but important technical
improvement: the ungainly, blocky-white mailing
labels on this and future issues of Oculus now peel
off, leaving our beautiful covers unbesmirched!

Kristen Richards, Hon. AIA, Hon. ASLA
kristen@ArchNewsNow.com

Correction: In "Affordable Housing 2013" in our Fall 2013 issue, the caption for the Nehemiah Spring Creek development on pg. 29
should have included Del.aCour & Ferrara Architects as architect-of-record.
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(above) At the annual Heritage
Ball at Chelsea Piers’ Pier Sixty:
in Archtober, 1,200 people
gathered to honor individuals

. for their contributions to design

excellence in New York City.
(-r): Cynthia Kracauer, AlA,
LEED AP, AIANY:Managing
Director; Rick Bell, FAIA,
AIANY Executive Director;
Richard Kahan, Founder and
CEO, Urban‘Assembly (Center
for Architecture Foundation
Award); Stephen M. Ross,

(above) After the Archtober
Oculus Book Talk, author
Phyllis Lambert, Hon. FAIA;
founder of the Canadian:Centre
for Architecture, signed copies
of-her book Building Seagram

Founder and Chairman, Related
Companies (AIANY Chapter
Award); Jill N. Lerner, FAIA,
AIANY 2013 President; Todd
Williams, FAIA, and Billie
Tsien, AIA, Co-founders, Todd
Williams Billie Tsien Architects
(President’s Award); Patricia

E. Harris, First Deputy Mayor,
City of New: York: (Center for

Architecture Award); and Lance

Jay Brown, FAIA, AIANY 2014
President.

for fans, including AIANY
Director of Publications Guy
Geier, FAIA, FIIDA, LEED

. AP (left), and AIANY 2013

President Jill N. Lerner, FAIA
(center).

©Laura Elbogen

(right) Despite of the
government shutdown and
gray. skies, attendees took in
the beautiful views on a boat
tour around the Statue of
Liberty, an Archtober Building
of the Day, led by the chief
architect of its restoration,
Richard Seth Hayden, FAIA,
RIBA, of Swanke Hayden
Connell Architects.

©Laura EIEogen
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(left) After the Balll, there was
no standing still at the Party@
theCenter.

(above) Archtober included

a celebration of the Center's
10th anniversary. (-r): Center
for Architecture Foundation
President Joseph Tortorella;
Joseph Aliotta, AIA, AIANY
2012 President; Elizabeth
Chu Richter, FAIA, AIA
2015 President; AIANY 2013
President Jill N. Lerner,
FAIA, James McCullar,

‘FAIA, AIANY 2008 President;

and AIANY: Executive Director
Rick Bell, FAIA.

(left) The 2013 Archtober
Lounge, designed by
Pentagram’s Luke Hayman
for the third year running,
included a wall calendar
composed of 31 yellow. pages
that were folded up to create
scalene triangles — the 'year’s
design motif — at the end of
each day. 3
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center for architecture
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- creating architectural

HONG KONG
1,351 FT
88 FLOORS

©Sam Lahoz

(above) At a reception in
celebration of Hong Kong’s
architecture and urbanization
organized by the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office,
New York, Financial Secretary
John C. Tsang received a
private tour of the exhibition
“Practical Utopias: Global
Urbanism in Hong Kong,
Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore,
and Tokyo” from AIANY 2013
President Jill N. Lerner, FAIA.

©Joan Capelin

Y

(above) Oculus editors past and
present gathered to celebrate
the magazine’s.long trajectory
at the exhibition-opening of
“Coverage: Seventy-Five Years

Center for Architecture Foundation

of Oculus.” (-r): Jayne Merkel;
John Morris Dixon, FAIA;
Kristen Richards, Hon. AlA,
Hon. ASLA; and David P.
Helpern, FAIA.

(above)'In November,
AIANY Design for Risk and
Reconstruction‘Committee
Co-chairs Lance Jay.
Brown, FAIA (left), and lllya

- Azaroff, AlA (right), joined

Daniel Zarrilli, Director of
Resiliency at the Mayor’s

Office of Long-Term Planning

and Sustainability, for a
conversation on New York
City’s resiliency trends past,
present, and future.

(aboVe) The winning team of
the FAR ROC: For a Resilient

- Rockaway Competition, the

Swedish firm White Arkitekter
with Gensler and Arup, were
honored at the Heritage Ball.
(-r): AIANY Executive Director

- Rick Bell, FAIA; Bomee

Jung, Enterprise Community
Partners (organizer); Jessica
Sheridan, AlA, LEED AP,
Gensler; Sander Schuur,
Int’l. Assoc. AlA, White
Arkitekter; Madeline Burke-
Vigeland, AIA, Gensler; Sam
Keshavarz, White Arkitekter;
Oliver Schaper, Gensler;
Monica von Schmalensee,
CEQO, White Arkitekter; and
Steve Bluestone, The
Bluestone Organization
(organizer).

(right) Tim Hayduk, CFAF
Lead Design Educator, led
an Archtober Exhibition Open
House tour of the Center’s
exhibition “Practical Utopias:
Global Urbanism in Hong
Kong, Seoul, Singapore,
Shanghai, and Tokyo.”

(far right) The

Foundation hosted the
openhousenewyork 2013
Family Festival weekend,
which brought more than
300 families to the Center for
various activities, including

“lanterns” that served as -
centerpieces for this year’s
Heritage Ball.

@©Catherine Teegarden, courtesy: Center for Architecture Foundation
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one block over

~inancial District Turns Touristy

After hours, it's not deserted anymore
BY CLAIRE WILSON

sed to be that weekdays after 4:30, New York’s Financial
District was a no-man’s land. Wander down there on a
weekend, and you had the place to yourself. Nothing was open,
but the deserted narrow streets and grand buildings were a joy
to explore.
Since 9/11, however, millions of tourists converge daily on

Lower Manhattan, which has morphed into a bustling place to live

and play. Many banks and financial institutions that once domi-
nated the area have decamped for more modern Class A office
space midtown, while downtown has become a mecca for count-
less other businesses whose service needs also cater to tourists.

“Creative industries, technology, fashion, publishing - these
are the people migrating down here,” says Nicole LaRusso,
senior vice president for economic development and planning
for the Downtown Alliance, the area’s business improvement
organization. “Post-9/11, $30 billion in public and private
investment has been pumped into transportation, open space,
apartment buildings, and culture. The more investment being
made, the more it draws.

It is estimated that 2,500 more apartments will be added
downtown (below Chambers Street) over the next few years,
including both office conversions and new residential towers
like the 76-story New York by Gehry at 8 Spruce Street.

New hotel rooms, however, will outpace residential devel-
opment. According to the Downtown Alliance, 2,660 hotel
rooms are currently in the pipeline, with 1,994 of those under
construction. They include Silverstein Properties’ 82-story Four
Seasons Hotel and Residences at 30 Park Place designed by Rob-
ert A.M. Stern Architects and SLCE Architects, Hidrock Realty’s
28-story Courtyard Marriott designed by Danny Forster Design
Studio, and others bearing the brands Hilton, Sheraton, and
Marriott. Conversions of historic buildings into hotels include
Temple Court at 5 Beekman Street, with 285 hotel rooms and
85 condo units to be designed by Gerner Kronick + Valcarcel,
Architects, and the Dermot Company’s mixed-use development
of the Battery Maritime Building (home to the Governors Island
Ferry). Dermot is also in partnership with Downtown restaura-
teur Peter Poulakakos to convert Pier A, just south of the Ritz
Hotel, into an event space slated to open in Spring 2014.

There may be more as tourism grows. The biggest draw right
now is the 9/11 Memorial site, which has attracted some 10
million visitors since opening in 2011, according to Michael
Arad, AIA, designer of the memorial and partner in Handel
Architects. Adding much more tourist appeal — even beyond the
visitors who come only for the architecture — will be the 9/11
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(clockwise from top) The 9/11 Memorial
Museum Pavilion by Snehetta.

2 Rendering of Memorial Hall with Last Column
in the National September 11 Museum,
designed by Davis Brody Bond.

The 82-story Four Seasons Hotel and Private
Residences New York, Downtown, designed
by Robert A.M. Stern Architects and SLCE
Architects, is scheduled to open in 2016.
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Memorial Pavilion by Snehetta and Museum by Davis Brody
Bond; the World Trade Center towers by Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill, Foster + Partners, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, and
Maki and Associates, with Westfield Group’s 365,000-square-
foot shopping mecca; the Santiago Calatrava-designed PATH
station; and SHoP Architects’ Pier 17 (see pg. 35).

Danny Forster, documentarian and host of a popular TV
show about design, and principal in Danny Forster Design Stu-
dio, lives downtown and sees it becoming a hub where people
will want to gather. “It has an interesting mix of transportation
infrastructure, businesses, new restaurants, recreation, and the
memorial,” he says. “That cross-section will give this neighbor-
hood a kind of dynamic it never had”

Claire Wilson writes for the New York Times.
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512 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10018
www.wspfk.com
212.532.9600

John Bredehorst
Managing Director

Thomas Hucker
Studio

www.thomashuckerstudio.com
917.770.1241

Integrated
Communications

SV E:AYWA Technology and

SHEN MILSOM WILKE Acoustic Consulting

Audiovisual - Information Technology - Security
Acoustics - Medical Equipment Planning - Data Centers

| 417 5th Avenue, 5th Floor - New York, NY 10016
| Tel: 212-725-6800 Fax: 212-725-0864

| www.smwllc.com

|

Artistry in Architectural Grilles

by Advanced Arch Grilles

CREATING UNIQUE
ARCHITECTURAL GRILLES FOR
YOUR EVERY APPLICATION

New Hyde Park, New York
P: 516.488.0628 » F: 516.488.0728

www.aagrilles.com



THE FUTURE OF 3D PRINTING
NRIIS ... ALREADY THERE
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44 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011
NRINET.COM | 888.599.6611
New York | Princeton | Philadelphia | Washington, DC | Boston | San Francisco | Atlanta | Memphis | Chicago

| SERVING

Your creation.
Our craftsmanship.
The perfect partnership.

various fabricatiol
Using NRI’s 3
gives cllents g

» Sketch

* AlA ConfintingiE [esentations

AEC PROFESSIONALS FOR 115 YEARS.

| AIA Continuing Education: 3D Lab & Color Management
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Free AIA CE Seminar
@ Why Did the Waterproamg Fail?

Identify the causes of waierprooflng failures
and what you can do to prevent them

Hear about recent trends and examine new
industry standards that will influence the way
you design and specify waterproofing and

crack isolation for ceramic tile & natural stone

Scan fhls code
for more info.

See how a “systems” approach to waterproofing
and design elements allow for creativity and
ensure reliability :

James Medina, Director of Architectural Services for
Noble Company, is an experienced player in the world
of large-scale construction. He is a passionate
champion of premium quality products on some of the
most significant projects in Las Vegas. Formerly the
QA/QC Project Manager of On-Site Development for
Wynn Design, James is a licensed file and stone
forensic inspector.

James Medina will visit your firm and present this
CEU in a one-hour Lunch and Learn format.
This seminar offers one HSW/SD Learning Unit.

Contact him directly for scheduling.
jmedina@nobelcompany.com or 702-540-6025

{Noble N Company|

800.878.5788
noblecompany.com
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T here is perhaps no better reflection of the
architectural zeitgeist than hospitality design.
The spaces in which grownups socialize and
relax — bars, restaurants, hotels, spas, and the like
— can capture the visual character of a cultural or
temporal moment more succinctly than institu-
tional buildings designed to stand the test of time.
Residential projects can be bound up with the
vagaries of architectural fashions (like Manhattan’s
ubiquitous white-brick apartment block), though
they, too, are built with a long-term horizon. But
restaurants, bars, and clubs? They succeed exactly
to the degree that they snapshot the moment.
The architecture of hospitality can be fleeting, but
therein lies its freedom to tap into the here and
now. Built to last these places are not.

Sometimes, design defines an era. Philippe
Starck and Andrée Putman’s interiors for the
genre-defining boutique hotels created by Ian
Schrager are as synonymous with 1980s New York
as junk-bond kings and Bonfire of the Vanities.
Revisiting the original Nobu, designed by David
Rockwell, ATA, with the narrative theatrical-
ity that would become his stock-in-trade, takes
you back to 1994 and the era of the restaurant as
themed multisensory playground. For sophisti-
cated urbanites, the retro-inspired restaurants and
hotels by design firms Roman and Williams and
AvroKO defined entertainment in the 2000s with
an esthetic heavy on historical details (and Edison
bulbs). All of these architects crafted imagina-
tive environments in which to flee reality, parallel
worlds detached from the day-to-day. Hospitality
isn’t just about welcoming; it’s about escape.

Sometimes, bistros and boites interpret design
trends outside the realm of hospitality, especially
those from the worlds of art and fashion. The
Chelsea nightclub Lot 61, designed by Rafael and
Diana Viiioly, captured the craze for austere mini-
malism swirling about in late 1990s New York,
as did John Pawson's Calvin Klein flagship on
Madison Avenue, the downtown art galleries and
luxury fashion boutiques designed by Gluckman
Mayner Architects, and the work by Young Brit-
ish Artists of the "Sensation" era. The fastidious
attention to vintage detailing in today’s popular
gathering places — the see-and-be-seen lobbies
at the Standard, Ace, and revamped Royalton
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hotels by Roman and Williams — dovetails nicely
with the earnest “heritage/artisanal” movements
overrunning fashion, food, even grooming. (The
old-fashioned cut-and-shave barbershop is in full
revival mode. Even 7-11 is getting in on the act,
appealing to the farm-to-table demographic with
a graphic rebranding and redesigned stores with
stone floors, slatted wood walls, and fruit-filled
wood crates.) But it’s not all coziness and nostal-
gia. One of the city’s most stunning new dining
venues is the futuristically sleek Lincoln, designed
by Diller Scofidio + Renfro as part of its masterful
reimagining of the Lincoln Center campus.
Tourism and hospitality are big business in
New York City: 50.9 million visitors spent $34.5
billion here in 2011, according to NYC & Com-
pany (the city’s promotional agency), and much of
that spending takes place in the city’s 40,000-plus
restaurants and bars. And the outlook for these
industries is rosy: 48 hotels are in various stages
of development in Manhattan, Brooklyn, and
the Bronx, some designed by such high-caliber
practices as Christian de Portzamparc, Marvel
Architects, and Robert A.M. Stern Architects. Will
any of these projects usher in a new stylistic era?
One possible new design direction is evidenced by
the restaurant at the NoMad Hotel in the Flatiron
District, one of the hottest tables in town. The flor-
id, Gallic-Victorian interiors of the restored 1903
Beaux-Arts structure are by celebrated French
architect Jacques Garcia, known for designing the
perennially fashionable Hotel Costes in Paris, a
favorite of global trendsetters and tastemakers.
Whether the NoMad or some other hotel or
restaurant emerges to define the spirit and style of
New York in the coming years remains to be seen.
But the city’s hotbeds of hospitality will always be

on the front lines of its architectural evolution. =

©Anton Stark

What's Inside

22 Lounging Around

24 Warmer Welcomes

26 Eat, Drink, and Wear
the Brand

28 Architecture Tourism:
New York City's Waterfront
—and Beyond
Waterside Oasis
Development Does DUMBO
A Tale of Two Piers
Healing Buildings to Heal
a City Once Again

(above) Virgin Atlantic Clubhouse,
JFK International Terminal 4,
Slade Architecture, pg. 22

Raul Barreneche, a New York-based writer and
architectural designer, is a contributing editor to
Travel + Leisure and Interior Design. He writes
for numerous national publications, including
Architectural Digest and Cultured, and has
authored 10 books on architecture and design,
most recently The Tropical Modern House
(Rizzoli, 2011). ‘
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Lounging Arouna

Virgin Atlantic’s new Upper Class Clubhouses at JFK
and Newark are designed in a New York state of mind

BY CLAIRE WILSON

Travelers who think “airline style” is an oxy-
moron haven't flown Virgin Atlantic recently,
and the New York-based business travelers among
them probably haven't spent any time in one of the
carrier’s new Upper Class Clubhouses.

In an effort to raise its profile with high-
end travelers, Virgin lounges at JEK and New-
ark Liberty Airport have been given dramatic
makeovers, both by Slade Architecture. This is an
unusual move for the Virgin Group, which, per
company policy, hires different firms to design
each of 11 lounges worldwide. Slade first did the
10,000-square-foot clubhouse at JFK, then was
awarded the commission for the 5,000-square-
foot clubhouse at Newark. Both opened in 2012,
coincident with the addition of new Airbus A330s
to the fleet.
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(above left) At JFK, the
serpentine lines of the snack
bar match the organic shapes
of the furniture and amoebic
form of a ceiling fixture made
from bronze-colored spun-
aluminum cylinders.

(above right) The clubhouse
entrance at the end of a
hallway introduces the way
the designers want the space
to be “discovered” one area
at a time.
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Clubhouse

Midtown vibes at JFK

Partners Hayes Slade, AIA, and James Slade, AIA,
LEED AP, had four days to come up with the
winning JFK pitch. Its theme was New York City,
specifically the glam parts of Manhattan heading
north from Midtown. The space was divided into
sections whose vibes refer loosely to NYC neigh-
borhoods but cater to different passenger needs:
the “park” at the center for relaxing in pebble
chairs or playing billiards, areas for social conver-
sation like the residential neighborhoods, and the
bars and restaurants for livelier interactions, per-
haps representing Midtown or the Theater District.
Each section unfolds into the other and has views
of the Jetway, now visible from the Virgin lounge
after a reconfiguration of the terminal interior.

According to Hayes Slade, the design is meant
to reveal the “city” slowly and reward its users for
investigating it. “It is a way to manipulate how
they perceive and engage the space,” she says. The
vast, fluid space designed for about 270 people was
defined with smooth curves and serpentine lines
in features like the snack bar, with organic and
amoebic shapes visible on the ceiling and in the
furniture. Partitions like vertical rods evoke the
verticality and rhythms of the city without obscur-
ing views of the Jetway or other areas. A variety of
flooring material further differentiates each sec-
tion beyond the separations, from low-pile carpet
in some to a lush shag in another. The full-service
dining area has walnut plank; the hair salon and
spa have terrazzo.

End-grain hemlock flooring in the center seat-
ing area and snack bar is a reference to what was
used in New York factories, according to James
Slade. It is one of the design’s many subtle refer-
ences to the city, some of them tongue in check,
like a wallpaper printed with hot dog carts. On an-
other wallcovering, what looks like heart monitor
printouts are actually images of the Empire State
Building and the Chrysler Building. Both were
designed in-house by a Slade graphics team.
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The vibe at JFK is also informed by the 1950s
and the age of glamorous white-glove air travel,
says James Slade. Furniture is Mid-century
Modern, with barrel chairs of all descriptions and
marble tables with sleek chrome bases. The light-
ing ranges from white globe pendants to a series
of spun-aluminum cylinders powder-coated in
bronze, combining into a network of downlights,
uplights, and sprinklers arranged in rounded,
bean-like patterns on the ceiling. The overall color
palette is an urban mélange of jewel tones mixed
with black, gray, and bright red thrown in for
good measure.

Downtown funk in Newark
For the Newark outpost, “Virgin was explicit,”
recalls James Slade. “They wanted something
different” What they got was the same city, dif-
ferent neighborhood. NewarK’s clubhouse is all
about downtown — Greenwich Village, SoHo,
Tribeca — and scale. Where the JFK lounge is about
skyscrapers and the high life, Newark is about low-
rise buildings, early 20th-century shop fronts, nar-
row streets, fewer travel amenities, and a funkier,
slightly more relaxed feel — in half the space.
Where JFK is partitioned off and has the Jetway
and horizon as a focus, Newark is wide open with
a bar at the center as the focal point. “All areas
pinwheel around the bar;” Hayes Slade says. The
bar sits under a skylight that was the sole opening
to the outdoors in an otherwise windowless room.
Slade added two more skylights, but used the first

(below) The Newark clubhouse is informed by Downtown
Manhattan, reminiscent of low-scale buildings, turn-of-the-
century storefronts, and gritty textures in one open space
anchored by a skylit bar at the center.

PROJECT:
Virgin Atlantic Clubhouses at
JFK International Terminal 4
and Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport Terminal B
CLIENT:

Virgin Atlantic Airways Ltd.
ARCHITECT/INTERIOR
DESIGNER: Slade Architecture
DESIGN TEAM: JFK DESIGN
TEAM: Hayes Slade, AIA,
James Slade, AIA, LEED AP,
Tian Gao, David Iseri, Magda
Stoenescu, Goizeder Arteche,
Frances Calosso, Yuko
Okuma, Allesandro Perinelli,
Will Choi, Marco Juliani,
Lauren Lochry, Santi Slade,
Garrett Pruter; Virgin Atlantic
In-House Design

NEWARK DESIGN TEAM:

Hayes Slade, AIA, James
Slade, AlA, LEED AP, Tian
Gao, Kristina Kesler, Magda
Stoenescu, David Iseri,
Rasmus Kristensen, Ana
Lopis, Allesandro Perinelli,
Garrett Pruter; Virgin Atlantic
In-House Design

MEP ENGINEER: ADS
Engineers/Ambrosino,
Depinto & Schmieder
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS:
Gilsanz Murray Steficek
QUANTITY SURVEYOR:

PT Projects/Peter Turvey
LIGHTING DESIGN:
L'Observatoire International
(JFK); Focus Lighting (Newark)
MILLWORK:

Allegheny Millwork (Newark)
ACOUSTIC ENGINEER:

Cerami & Associates (JFK)
KITCHEN CONSULTANT:

Next Step Design
CONTRACTOR:

Holt Construction (JFK);
Shawmut Design and
Construction (Newark)

to its greatest advantage - to cast light over a cen-
tral, multifaceted mirrored sculpture that doubles
as bottle storage for <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>