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F o r a man who has been in active 
architectural practice as a principal for 
fifty-six years, Gustave \V. Orach of 
Cincinnati, has lost little of his enthu­
siasm and foresight which carried him 
to great heights through his long ca­
reer. 

Mr. Drach is the dean of Cincinnati 
architects, and a respected and beloved 
gentleman. His varied experiences and 
many years of service have mellowed 
his character into one of sympathetic 
understanding and tolerance. I found 
him in his office, seated at a desk piled 
high with papers, and with pipe in 
mouth serenely contemplating the fu­
ture of his profession, a profession 
which he has had the especial privilege 
of moulding and evolving since the days 
of Daniel Burnham. 

A fellow of the American Institute of 
Architects, a past president of what is 
now the Architects Society of Ohio, and 
a practitioner of no mean ability, Mr. 
D r a c h has served his profession well. 
He has listened patiently, with a twinkle 
in his eye, to the hues and cries of ap­
prehensive contemporaries who felt in 
their day as some of us feel today con­
cerning matters of our profession's in­
stability. He has seen styles and meth-
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ods of operation change. Yet through­
out his fruitful career he has main­
tained the larger perspective view of 
his profession's development, meeting 
its problems with common sense and 
high-minded ideals. 

To enumerate the long list of build­
ings his firm has designed is beyond the 
scope of this article. Suffice it is to 

say, that such a list includes large in­
stitutional work as well as modest 
homes. 

In recent years Mr, Drach has sensed 
the help which younger men entering 
the profession will need. Consequently, 
as a gesture of good will, he has placed 
at the disposal of the Universiy of Cin­
cinnati such working drawings, books 
and plates of his own which the archi­
tectural student might find of value. 
Surely the young architects of Cincin­
nati will remember with gratitude this 
thoughful act of Gustave Drach, and 
in years to come this man, who gave 
their city the best of his wisdom and 
ability, will hold a cherished place in 
the hearts of these future practitioners. 

To sit with Mr. Drach to listen to the 
many anecdotes of his early struggles, 
of his varied acquaintances, including 
such one-time prominent citizens as C. 
Howard Walker, Frank Duveneck and 
Thomas Edison, to breathe the atmos­
phere of his office hallowed by years of 
conscientious endeavor, is to experience 
a thrill which words can hardly justify. 
My interview passed all too quickly, and 
I left with the comforting thought that 
as long as such men control the destiny 
of the architectural profession, it will 
not suffer loss. 
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