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LOCATION:

Walter W. Gerlach Co.

Pasadena, California
ARCHITECT:

Luther Eskijian
ACOUSTICAL
CONTRACTOR:

Coast Insulating Products,
Los Angeles, California

HOLLOKORE DRILLED
PERFORATIONS

The Hollokore Drill (cross section sketch shown
above) developed by Simpson Research and
Engineering, is responsible for the clean round
perforations of Simpson Acoustical Tile. In the
enlarged unretouched photograph reproduced

above, notice the clean-cut holes . . . no fuzzy
edges . . . no loose fibers to encourage unsightly
bridging when repainting.

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE

The MIDWEST ACOUSTICAL & SUPPLY Co.

20001 WEST LAKE ROAD - CLEVELAND 16, OHIO « EDISON 1-7100

Branch Offices and Warehouses:
DAYTON, OHIO
214 S. Perry St.

AKRON, OHIO
70 Cherry St.
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COLUMBUS, OHIO
1550 W. Mound St.

HERE is an example of sound-conditioning and
smart interior finish—both aided through the
architect’s wise choice of Simpson Acoustical
Tile. This architect-designed office is typical of
many contemporary installations that take ad-
vantage of sound-conditioning with Simpson
Acoustical Tile.

In multi-officed buildings and one-man offices;
in churches and schools; in all types of com-
mercial buildings—wherever people gather—
Simpson Acoustical Tile provides better sound-
conditioning.

Refer to Sweet’s Architectural File for more
complete information. Contact nearest Simpson
Acoustical Contractor for expert counsel.

SIMPSON LOGGING COMPANY
Sales Division, 1065 Stuart Bldg. Seattle 1, Wash.
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TOLEDO, OHIO
518 Jefferson Ave.

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
264 Dover Road

WASHABLE FINISH

Easily cleaned with a damp soapy cloth, then
wiped with a damp cloth. New whiteness and
high light reflection is quickly restored!

FINISHED BEVELS

Bevels are painted with the same washable
paint, which adds so much to the smart, crisp
beauty of Simpson Acoustical Tile.

HIGH SOUND ABSORPTION

Independent tests, now backed by the experi-
ence of thousands of users, show that the
sound absorption of Simpson Acoustical Tile is
unexcelled when compared thickness for thick-
ness with other perforated fiber materials.

THERMAL INSULATION

Millions of tiny air pockets within the wood
fibers as well as between them, act as an effi-
cient barrier against passage of heat, Simpson
Acoustical Tile makes rooms more comfortable.
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HOLCOMB & HOKE

This Forpoor installation at Elks Lodge No. 11,
Pittsburgh, Pa. is a typical example of how
FoLpoor gives flexibility of space in commercial
use. The long bar, shown in background at
right, is completely closed off by six Forpoors
(see above) for complete dining room privacy.

Forpoor is your answer any time the
problem concerns flexibility of space ...
finding more usable space in the same
area ...or achieving easy and econom-
ical division of rooms.

“The folding door with the cornice
top” fits right into building and re-
modeling plans for business places, insti-
tutions and commercial establishments—
for private homes as well.

Built with a sturdy frame of rust-
resistant steel, FoLpoor travels on a

rugged, single piece, two-rail steel track.
Forpoor occupies the least amount of
Satacie

space of any extensible door.

NIGE ON TOP

10 i DR il T

Maximum thickness when pushed back
onto itself is only 514 inches.

ForLpoor, manufactured in a wide
range of sizes to fit practically any in-
lerior opening, comes in a variety ol
beautiful fabrics to harmonize with any
color scheme. All fabrics are vinyl-coated,
fire-resistant and can be easily washed
with soap and warm water.

When you're considering folding doors,
check the classified directory in your
phone book for your local Forpoor in-
stalling distributor. Or write any one of
our Ohio distributors.

Distributed in Ohio by

FOLDOOR & SURFACES, INC.

2028 East 46th Street, HEnderson 2-0177, Cleveland 3

JOSEPH P. KESSLER COMPANY

1519 Eleanor Ave., Kingswood 6121, Toledo

GRAF AND SONS, INC.

1145 West Goodale Boulevard, MAin 1335, Columbus 8

CARL D. HIMES, INC.

317-319 South Main Street, ADams 2208, Dayton 2
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CASEMENT WINDOWS
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DUAL GLAZING AND WEATHERSTRIPPING
— All Pella Casements are dual glazed to in-
sulate against winter cold and summer heat.
Stainless steel weatherstripping around the
sash perimeter eliminates drafts.

WOOD FOR BEAUTY — STEEL FOR
STRENGTH — Welded, rust-proofed steel
inner frame is lined with clear western pine.
Exclusive Pella feature.

ROLSCREENS — Inconspicuous, convenient,
inside Rolscreens that roll up and down like
window shades are standard equipment on
Pella casements. No putting up, taking
down, painting, repairing or storage!

1%"” WOOD SASH — Wood-lined steel
frame is fitted with 134" wood sash, per-
mitting the use of Thermopane glazing in
ventilating units.

MANY THERMOPANE SIZES — More stand-
ard Thermopane sizes are available for Pella
casements than for any other wood casement
windows! Thermopane or Twindow Insulat-
ing Glass also available in standard sizes to
fit most Pella picture windows.

DOUBLE-ACTING HINGES — Double plate
hinges screw solidly to rigid steel frame.
Hinge plates cover 6” of Pella wood sash at
top and bottom, Windows open to 90° angle,
flush with jamb.

WORM-GEARED LEVERS — Precision worm
gears open and close sash smoothly when
operating crank is turned.

EASY OPERATING SASH LOCKS — Power-
ful leverage possible with Pella sash locks
makes tight seal against drafts, moisture and
intruders.

OHIO REPRESENTATIV

CINCINNATI
NORMAN W. RICHARDSON
626 Broadway
Phone: MAIin 357

®
CLEVELAND
|. H. GUNTON COMPANY
12704 Woodland Avenue
Phone: TYler 1-7100

L J
COLUMBUS
H. S. STERNER COMPANY
30 East Broad Street
Phone: ADams 4175

CUYAHOGA FALLS
RUSS SIMMONS
P. O. Box 228
Phone: WA. 5945

e
DAYTON
PELLA SALES COMPANY
Industrial Arts Building
238 LaFayette Street
Phone: Michigan 5561

L]
TOLEDO
DON J. VOLLMAYER
31 North Ontario Street
Phone: MAin 5680

YOUNGSTOWN
KITCHEN CABINET SALES
1506 Market Street
Phone: 3-1291

CASEMEN
WINDOW

Manufactured by
THE ROLSCREEN COMP/
PELLA, IOWA

ALSO MAKERS OF FAMOUS PI
ROLSCREENS AND VENETIAN BLI
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You Can Rely On and Specify with Confidence...

is PRESSURE-;PROVEDI

The inner tank of every Rheem Water Heater is filled
with water and fully tested at a pressure twice as great
as ever needed for normal use. The tank is 100% perfect

—assurance of complete reliability and satisfaction. The new 1952 Rheem Auto-
sla 4 b - =% matic Water Heaters are
It has built-in draft hood which gives more ceiling here, made by the world’s

largest manufacturer

room. Lower opening saves 5 inches. Golomalc weoicr  Heatare.

DISTRIBUTED IN OHIO BY
STERN BROS. PLUMBING CO. THE TREATY COMPANY

733 WOODLAND AVE., CLEVELAND DAYTON and GREENVILLE

THE PALMER DONAVIN MFG. C0. THE MUTUAL MFG. & SUPPLY CO.

575 OLENTANGY RIVER RD., COLUMBUS 3286 SPRING GROVE AVE, CINCINNATI

IR CHITEQGCT [June,

Auvtomatic GAS
WATER HEATER

10-YEAR WARRANTY
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

1952 ANNUAL CONVENTION
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

NEW YORK CITY

WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL

June 23rd to June 27th, 1952

MONDAY, JUNE 23—

MORNING
Registration
Special Committee Meetings
Joint AIA and Producer’s Council Meeting—

PALM ROOM

AFTERNOON
Boat trip around Manhattan Island
Trip to Jones Beach
Tour of Port Authority Building
Visit to Morgan Library
“Behind the Scenes” Tour at Reckeleller Center,
followed by Cocktail Parties

EVENING

Dutch treat suppers at the Architectural League
and local restaurants

TUESDAY, JUNE 24th—

MORNING
Committee Breakfasts
Registration Continues (Registration for dele
gates closes at 12:30)
Opening Session—BALLROOM

AFTERNOON

Opening Luncheon—BALLROOM
Reception at Exhibit “Re-Union ol Architecture
and Engineering”—LEVER HOUSE
President’s Reception at “The Cloisters”
TRYON PARK
Presentation of Fine Arts and Craftsmanship
Medals

FORT

EVENING
Informal Dinners
Students I)zll’[yr——.\l{(:lll'rl“.(:'l‘UR.\L LEAGUE
Symposium—MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Chapter Affairs Meeting—SER'T ROOM
Joint ATA and Construction Specifications Insti-
tute meeting—ASSEMBLY SUITE

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25th—

MORNING

Committee Breakfasts

Registration Continues

Business Session—BALLROOM

Student Organization Meeting—WEST FOYER
Ladies' Meeting—PEACOCK LOUNGE
Presentation of Gold Medal

6 [June, 1952]
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AFTERNOON
Luncheon—Chapter Editors—JANSEN SUI'TE
Visit to Public Housing Projects
Seminar on Structural Design PEACOCK
LOUNGE
Visit to United Nations Headquarters

EVENING

Informal Dinners
American Architectural Foundation Theatre
Party “The King and ["—ST. JAMES Theatre

THURSDAY, JUNE 26th—
MORNING

Committee Breakfasts

Registration Continues

Polls Open

Business Session—BALLROOM

Students’ Meeting—PERROQUET SUITE
Seminar—Structural Design—\WEST FOYER
Seminar—Reducing Cost of Construction—
GRAND BALLROOM

AFTERNOON
Building Industry Luncheon—BALLROOM
Visit to Memorial and New York Hospitals
Tour of Historic Buildings
Polls Close

EVENING

Annual Dinner preceded by Cocktail Party—
EAST FOYER
Dinner Served—BALLROOM

FRIDAY, JUNE 27th—
MORNING

Committee Breakfasts
Registration
Business Session—BALLROOM

AFTERNOON

Fellows' Luncheon—THE UNIVERSITY CLUB
Boat trip around Staten Island followed by
Dutch Treat Dinners, Staten Island Restaurants

EVENING

Dinner for Board Members—UNIVERSITY
CLUB
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Western Reserve University To Broaden Its School of Architecture

Establishment of a division of visual arts incorporating
the present university programs in architecture and art
has been approved by the Board of Trustees at Western
Reserve University.,

Implementation of the new plan by University officials
is expected in the near future, according to President
John S. Millis.

First step in implementing the new program was the
recent appointment of an interim committee consisting
of Ransom R, Patrick, chairman of the department of
art, as chairman; Francis R. Bacon, present dean of the
School of Architecture; Carl H, Droppers, assistant pro-
fessor of architecture; Edmund H. Chapman, associate
professor of art; Joseph Ceruti, a member of the advis-
ory committee, lecturer in architecture at the school and
President of the Cleveland Chapter A.LA.

While this committee will plan and administer the
initial phase of the work, there is no change in the pro-
grams of architecture and
art at the present time.
It is believed that the
necessary plans and deci-
sions will be made dur-
ing the next six months
and that the university
will be ready to put those
plans into effect in Sep-
tember of 1953,

¢ Such new plans as may
be adopted will affect pri-
marily those students who
are admitted to the school
in the fall of 1953, and
will have litile or no af-
fect upon those students
now enrolled in architec-
ture nor upon those ad-
mitted in the fall of 1952.

It has been emphasized
by university officials that until definite plans have been
suggested by the appropriate faculty groups and ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees, there will be no change
in the present organization or operation of the school.

The new division which will include art, architecture,
and design will be set up within the general structure of
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. This will replace the
current School of Architecture as such and the separate
services offered in several areas of the visual arts,

The change affecting the visual arts program is a far-
reaching one as it replaces an already existing school and
sets forth a new philosophy and plan for integrating the
arts into a unified, coherent program of teaching, re-
search and service,

The arts proposal was based upon a complete survey
of the diverse and disunified instructional and research
efforts in the visual arts now being conducted in the uni-
versity. The survey was taken by members of an advis-
ory committee set up by President Millis two years ago.

A RCHITEGCT

Adelbert College Building

The committee was composed ol representatives from
local practicing architects, all members of the Cleveland
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, the
administration of the school of architecture, the division
of art, and the university administration,

Primary task of this committee was to investigate the
potentialities of the school of architecture, to reassess
and re-evaluate it in terms of the potentialities for this
area, as well as the economies of its operation and the
possibility of increasing the quality of the end-product
of the school.

The survey results showed that the visual arts were
taught without any coherence because they are taught in
the many departments and colleges of the university with
multifarious aims. Evidence showed that this resulted
in duplication of effort in the teaching stafl, overlap-
ping of courses, and an unsound economic policy be-
cause cach group operated as an isolated area. )

Results of the commit-
tee's deliberations were
set forth in their proposal
of a “philosophy of the
visual arts making clear
its aims in education, re-
search and community re-
lationships.”

Out of the philosophy
arose the organizational
plan for “the complete
coverage of the visual arts
in an urban university
and their important rela-
tionships with other dis-
ciplines at the university.”
The committee prnp()se(l
a core curriculum in the
visual arts and other cur-
ricula serving the needs
of students.

I'he new plan proposed by the committee calls for a
coordinated stafl to carry out the instruction, suggests a
core curriculum for the visual arts, makes recommenda-
tions as to staff and space, and states the financial re-
quirements.

desides carrying out a sound undergraduate, graduate,
and professional instruction in the visual arts, the staff
will be able to render educational and consulting ser-
vices to the community, “because these are essential to
the economic success of the program and are a salient
feature of the aims of the university,” the report stated.

The advisory committee concluded its report with
these recommendations:

I. That a division of visual arts be set up within the
university and within the general structure of the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences.

2. That there be created a faculty for this division with

(Continued on page 32)
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Ohio State School of Architecture

Things are not what they used to be at Ohio State.
Brown Hall has been “bulging” for this last year or two
due to a lot of pushing from within and without.

While not the “biggest” pusher, Elliott L. Whitaker,
the Director (the new Director, if two years on the job
is “new’) has been and continues to be the leader and

President Jacob B. Taylor and Carl Steeb, Secretary of
the Board of Trustees, it is quite evident that the new
School of Architecture at Ohio State is going places.
The changes at Ohio State for the past two years are
such as to be real landmarks in the history of Architec-
tural Education at this State institution, all of which

From left to right togsther with the award received are: William Liebersbach (V) Columbus Chapter AIA Award; President Bevis of 0.5.U.; John R.
Clark (V) Certificate of Merit; Alva Smith, Alpha Rho Chi Medal; Robert H. Myers (IV) Faculty Prize for Seniors; Davis Doll (111) Faculty Prize for Juniors;

Paul E. Young, Jr. (1) Faculty Prize for Sophomores; James H. Bassett

(IV) LA. Certificate of Merit; Harry Earle (Il) L.A. Faculty Prize; Jack Walters

(IV) Bradford Memorial Scholarship; Harold Roe (IV) Bradford Memorial Scholarship. Not shown is Joseph D. Iguchi (1) Faculty Prize for Freshmen.

the hardest pusher. So much so that the first expansion
last year was not adequate so the School of Architecture
of Ohio State Alumnae Day was for the second year
held in expanding quarters.

There have been a lot of helpers and they have contri-
buted to these very successful moves. With President
Bevis- himself wielding the scissors, ably assisted by Vice

will be covered in detail in early editions of the “Ohio
Architect.”

As a part of the day’s activities, Pres. Bevis assisted in
the presentation of the awards to the individ-
uals shown in the accompanying picture and is shown
congratulating them for their success as outstanding
students in architecture and landscape architecture.

Ohio State University Commencement

2047 GET DEGREES IN THE STADIUM, INCLUDING 41 ARCHITECTS AND
THREE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AT THIS 75th JUNE COMMENCEMENT

Ohio State University’s 2047 June graduates marched
through brilliant sunshine to receive their diplomas
Friday, June 6th in Ohio Stadium.

An unusually large commencement crowd, estimated
at nearly 10,000, watched the ceremonies and heard OSuU
President Howard L. Bevis offer the graduates a choice,
as citizens, between ]):ltcrnulism and freedom.

Programs were used as fans or sunshades and several
umbrellas appeared as the sun leveled a 77-degree heat
on the Stadium crowd. Several infants, present for their
fathers’ graduation, protested the heat with lusty cries.

Speaking in serious terms to the graduates, families
and university faculty, President Bevis declared the fun-
damentals of American life are under challenge.

He spoke particularly of three freedoms—the freedom
to work, to learn and to choose.

Arguing for academic freedom, Bevis declared every
school has the right to choose the subjects it will teach
and the teachers who will teach them. “By the same
token,” he added, “it has the right and duty to select the
casual speakers who are invited to its campus.”

Bevis warned that a government seeking to guarantee

freedom from want and fear to everyone may destroy or

8 [June, 1952]

curtail other liberties. The desire for “the kind of free-
dom we call security,” he asserted, “threatens to eat away
the freedom to work and produce.”

Ohio State honored 10 men with awards or degrees
at the Friday commencement exercises.

Dr. Harlan H. Hatcher, president of the University of
Michigan, and Grove H. Patterson, editor of the Toledo
Blade, received honorary doctor of laws degrees. Sam
Higginbottom of Babson Park, Fla., received an honor-
ary doctor of science degree.

The Lamme Medal Award for 1952 went to Dr. Wil-
liam Alfred Fowler, physics professor at the California
Institute of Technology.

Distinguished service awards were presented to Dr.
Bland L. Stradley, OSU vice president in charge of stu-
dent affairs; Dr. Jacob B. Taylor, OSU vice president
and business manager; Robert Lazarus, president of
F. & R. Lazarus & Co.; E. G. Bailey, New York indus-
trialist and inventor; Joe Wood Morrison, Connecticut,
head of RCA’s patent litigation department, and Hugh
E. Nesbitt, president of the Columbus Coated Fabrics
Co., and OSU trustee.

(Continued on page 31)
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A great many of my manufacturer friends would give
a lot for the privilege of talking to a group of archi-
tects and students of architecture such as those I see be-
fore me. Most of those manufacturers would try to sell
you something, if they had this opportunity, and I'm
going to try to make a sale too. But I'm not selling
building materials today. Instead, I'd like to sell an
idea.

The idea I'm going to talk about is the great good that
can be accomplished for the country as a whole through
the professional prestige of the nation’s architects.

In the relatively small amount of time I've had to
think ahead in the last year—what with the task of get-
ting enough critical material to keep our plant going,
not to mention the responsibility of helping to guide
the affairs of the Producers’ Council, I've become deep-
ly impressed with a few facts. One of those facts is that
we face a tremendous job if we are going to maintain
the volume of construction at the very high level at
which it has been operating in the last few years. An-
other fact is that there are literally millions of old and
obsolescent buildings around this country which should
be completely removed or substantially renovated. A
third fact is that this country has a lot of good inten-
tions, construction-wise, but nothing seems to come of
them. Or if anything does happen, it happens all too
slowly.

The thing that impresses me is that all those facts fit
together, into a plan of action which can be made to
work successfully with the right kind of leadership., And
every time I look for that leadership, I come around
to the conclusion that it can best be provided by the
architectural profession. Being professional men, archi-
tects are listened to with great respect on matters within
their professional scope. Because they are professional
men, there is less suspicion of selfish motive when they
urge a course of action, and their recommendations carry
great weight because they are regarded as genuine auth-
orities in the field of construction. 8

Getting back to those three facts T mentioned, here
is the way they tie up in my mind. We can’t keep con-
struction volume at the current record-breaking rate
for very long unless we add something new to the meth-
ods we have used in the past. The something new that
is needed could well be a persistent, continuous effort
to make the public so dissatisfied with the older build-
ings they now use that they will not only want, but
actually demand, the comforts, conveniences, and econo-
mies that come with today's newer structures. And the
one best way to incite the public, and thus create that
demand, is to harness the great powers of leadership
which lie all too dormant in the ranks of the architec-
tural profession.

The job of insuring a continued high level of con-
struction can be expedited, of course, by a large volume
of consumer advertising. One thing your profession can
do is urge manufacturers and others to help tell the
public about the good things they are missing when they
remain content with their elderly homes and stores and
office and factory buildings. But that is only one way
to go about the job.

There are many other things that architects can do,
through their prestige and influence, both individually
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A Challenge to the Architectural Profession

By A. NAUGHTON LANE, National President, The Producers’ Council

and collectively. I'm not merely suggesting that the
American Institute of Architects should adopt a policy
or that your local Chapter might pass some resolutions.
THat all would help, to be sure, but what is really need-
ed is for every individual architect to do what he can
in his own way, month after month, day in and day out,
to bring about a continuous improvement in the meth-
ods and techniques of this industry and to get the public
and their government officials started, on a big scale, on
some of the major improvements which mean more con-
struction and better living and working standards for
everyone.

What, specifically, do I mean? Well, what about slum
clearance? Nationwide, our record on removing slums
is pitiful.  And that record is so deplorable only for
one reason: public inertia. Everyone knows the slums
are there; everyone agrees they should be torn down;
everyone knows the great benefits that would follow;
but except in a few isolated places, nothing happens,
unless a few square blocks have to be demolished in order
to put through a new highway.

I firmly believe that, if a goodly proportion of the
nation’s 10,000 architects, individually and collectively,
set up the pressure and kept it on, and enlisted the aid
of others who have a stake in slum removal, results
would have to come—and rather fast. Architects wouldn't
have to do all the educating and insisting, because they
could get many others to pitch in and help. But the
pressure has to start and it has to be kept coming. If
the country’s architects don’t start building the fires and
getting up a real head of steam, who is going to do it?

And remember, all the old buildings aren’t in slums
by any means. Many of them are in reasonably good
neighborhoods. Others are physically sound but need
extensive modernization.

In the case of housing, for example, we know from
Census Bureau data that there are at least 7,000,000
homes which are 50 or more years old. And in another
10 years, 6,000,000 more homes will reach the 50-year
mark. They offer a tremendous potential market, almost
as big, perhaps, as the new housing market.

And an equally large proportion of our stores and
other buildings are about as old, although 1 don’t have
the exact figures. We need to find some effective way of
convincing the owners and occupants of those aging
structures that they should be either torn down or fixed
up . And the real authorities in that field are the archi-
tects, whose profession it is to determine what can and
should be done with an obsolete building.

Past experience indicates that there will not be any
great wave of modernization or replacement unless some
potent force gets behind the movement. The public
has the money to spend, but we face strong competition
from the sellers of color television sets, automatic clothes
dryers, home freezers, and other highly desirable, but
nevertheless competitive, businesses.

The big job is not to sell individual owners on fixing
up or replacing their individual properties, but rather
to catch the imagination of the public and start a mass
movement toward higher living and working standards
by showing the people what they are missing by living,
trading, and working in those millions of buildings half
a century and more old. (Continued on page 34)
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NEWS OF THE COLUMBUS CHAPTER

June meeting was held June 10th at the Builders Ex-
('ll';mgc with the A.I.A. annual convention in New York
as one of the major items on the agenda. The Chapter
will be well represented at this annual meeting by a
full slate of delegates. President Hobbs further reports:

“We are proud of the joint meeting held last month
at the University. We congratulate the Faculty and the
Students of the School of Architecture. From all sides
we hear praise of the instruction and the program
which is producing new architects, and we hear praise
for the personable and keen young men who presented
the splendid results so capably.

The School, Prof. Whitaker and his colleagues all de-
serve great praise also for bringing Pictro Belluschi,
FAALA. to Columbus Wednesday, May 14th. Many
chapter members were observed in the audience. It is
more evidence that our chapter is sincerely and actively
interested in the education of architects.”

The dinner meeting at the Fort Hayes Hotel sponsored
by Mr. Harris ol the Federal Home Improvement Co.,
was well attended. Aside from the excellent dinner put
out by the hotel, information gleaned about a new water-
proocing material was most interesting and will be very
useful in the future. The exhibit showing running water
passing over masonry surfaces had been carefully and
skillfully prepared and demonstrated very clearly the
facts which Mr. Harris presented very briefly. The for-
um discussions were quite lively indicating a genuine
interest in the subject by all those present.

It was interesting to have such an old timer as Wilbur
T. Mitts tell us how they used to do it in 1892 and not
quite so much of an old timer, Chas. T. Inscho repeat
the same about the 1900 period. Certainly architects

The 3Ist National Council of Architectural Registration Boards Annual Meeting

The 31st annual meeting of the National Council of
Architectural Registration Boards will be held in New
York City on June 22nd and 23rd, 1952. Aside from
being interested as a member board in the National
organization, the Buckeye architects can feel a little
closer to this meeting by reason of the active partici-
pation of the Ohio representatives in this program,

I'he First Vice President of the N.C.A.R.B. is Chas.
I, Firestone cf Canton, starting his third five-year term
as a member of the Ohio Board ol Examiners. In addi-

live a long time but that is necessary if they expect to
get their share of the good things in life.
July Meeting by President Hobbs

“This is the vacation season—July, that is. How quick-
lv it arrives this vear! Charlie Conklin of Mansfield is
:1'1'1';|nging his usually fine party golf, swimming or just
sitting—at the beautiful Mansfield Country Club. It's
scheduled for July 24th. More later.

The illustrated lecture by Pietro Belluschi, noted
west coast architect and educator held on Wednesday
evening, May 14th under the auspices of the School of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture was well at-
tended and quite a success. As explained by Director
Elliott L. Whitaker this was the first of the Alumni
Lecture Series in Architecture and was made E;cmibl(‘
by certain grants of funds which while not large sets
the foundation for the carrying on of the series in a
satisfactory manner.

The talk was delivered in the Auditorium of the
Ohio Archeological Museum on the O.5.U. Campus and
the audience of student architects and laymen was
given a treat orally and visually by Architect Belluschi
and his beautiful colored slides of domestic and eccle-
siastical work largely executed in the various kinds of
wood so abundant in the Oregon country.

THE COCKTAIL PARTY

Members of the Institute who attend the Annual Con-
vention Banquet will be guests of the host chapters at a
cocktail party immediately preceding the dinner on
Thursday, June 26. Funds for the party have been con-
tributed by each of the seven chapters and societies in
the Architects Council of New York City, together with
the Long Island Society Chapter and the Westchester
Chapter.

tion to active participation in administrative and com-
mittee work, he will be presiding officer at Monday after-
noon meetings.

Another Ohio 1'(~|)1'Csrnl;|ii\(r will be R. C. Kempton
of Columbus, a former member of the Board and now
Executive Secretary (since 1936), serving for the 6th|
time as chairman of the “Exhibit of Design Problems.”
He is also on the panel for the discussion of Mechanical
Equipment for Buildings. R. C. K. is also Secretary-
Treasurer of the Society of Architectural Examiners.

Roger C. Kirchhoff, Wisconsin, President; Chas. E. Firestone, Ohio, 1st V. Pres.; Fred L. Markham, Utah, 2nd V. Pres.; Bartlett Cocke,,
Texas, 3rd V. Pres.; Wm. L. Perkins, lowa, Secretary; Clinton H. Cowgill, Virginia, Past Presidents. Edgewater Beach Hotel, May, 1952.
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Impressions of an Architect on a Booth Traveling Fellowship

Part Seven of a Series — continued from May, 1952 issue

By ROBERT C. GAEDE, Associate, A.LA.

BASEL

A week in the relatively spartan Netherlands and a
day’s weary train ride south through Luxembourg and
eastern France 1s, pl‘()l);:l)ly, a proper introduction to
Basel, Switzerland’s second city, located on a sweeping
curve of the Rhine where it turns north to form the west-
ern boundry of Germany. Such a prelude will pleasantly
magnify the extraordinary urban character which is
Basel's.

[ arrived at the city with no premonition of its form
or contents and thus highly impressionable. The im-
pression made was powerful. I left a few days later
wondering if 1 would ever again meet with so stimu-
lating and agreeable a town.

What urban charactertistics contribute to so favorable
an impression? Measured by Basel, one would offer the
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Approach to Bruderholz School, Basel

following: a varied and active topography; a sense of
time retained by way of the ancient “core”; an assur-
ance of prosperity and a well-developed cultural life;
modern industry and trade; [requent examples of vig-
orous new architectural forms; plenty of color and tex-
ture in the townscape; landscaped spaces everywhere;
an element of visual surprise in the relationship of build-
ings and streets; a retention of the urban or centralized
civic form. These mixtures of medieval and modern, of
small city and the metropolitan and of quiet corners
and gay, busy plazas make Basel a rich morsel for the
palate of the traveler.

As the vision of Basel is splendid, so is its economy
strong—this may be at the root of it all. Centuries of good
living, relatively peaceful existence, prosperous trade and
aspiring ambition have raised a city of 200,000. Its
buildings bear proof, for no matter what age, use or
economic condition (generally high) of the occupants,
the fabric of Basel looks wonderfully trim. Everything
is renovated, improved, swept-up, spic and span, color-
ful, actively used, honored, respected and enjoyed.

A walk through Basel—and these are virtually limitless
—is remarkable for the constancy ol the vigorous town-
scape that is unfolded. There is no visible area in a
state of blight, next to nothing that is senseless, vulgar
or unrelated to the whole, and, apart from a little plain-
ness, the sense of an exciting stage setting prevails.

The pedestrian (who may cover the whole town on
foot without exhaustion) may begin a jaunt in the old
city spilling over the rough topography of the south side
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of the river as it hurries around its great bend. This
typically medieval core suffices to house most of today’s
business establishments in a delirious mixture of 14th
century squares and modern 7-story ofhces, bright, open,
market places and steep, cobbled streets. Sprinkled
throughout are hidden gardens, ancient churches, gmud
Renaissance villas, wonderfully textured and “plastic”
walls and alley ways, ornamented gateways and mur-
aled, stucco building facades. Through careful design
and selection of materials, contemporary buildings seem
very much at home in this environment.

In the 18th and 19th century districts around the in
ner town are blocks of well landscaped villas of quit
reasonable restraint. Instead of falling derelict at th
expense of suburban enterprising, these great house
have been retained in superb condition and are fre
quently given over to offices, a fact discernable only vi
the tasteful metal plaque at the gate identifying the new
occupant. Here and there new office blocks have rise
among them and smart, apartment buildings as well
By careful adjustment and astute maintenance of th
fine trees, walls, gardens and grassy public places, ne
and old mix with mutual benefit.

The outermost districts are the scene of a considerabl
amount of new residential construction, chiefly of th
project-type where various combinations of flats and rov
houses from one to five stories are grouped around law
areas. Jacobsberg, a small community on the southeas
edge of Basel, is an especially good example of sucl
building. Dramatic views of forested hills may be hac
from the tiers of two story terraced houses. Nearby
Bruderholz School introduces one to the unsurpasse
character of the new Swiss school buildings.

Although the architecture of Switzerland clearly mir:
rored the Bauhaus movement and Basel’s Hoffman-L
Roche Chemical works or the sophisticated Park Hous
Flats on St. Albans Anlage are excellent testimony t
that fact. New work, however. has much more tradi
tional character, yet retains the sharp, discipline edges
and lean appearance of the early modern era. Finishe
in bright, nearly-white stuccos and stones, new offices
schools and apartments are continuously discovered anc
enjoyed.

The w