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CELESTE WILL 
PUSH ASO 
SELECTION 
PROPOSAL Governor 
Richard F. Celeste w i l l submit legislation 
soon that contains key elements of a pro­
posal ASO has made to improve the man­
ner i n w h i c h architects and engineers are 
selected for state work. ASO's suggestions 
were made November 26 dur ing a meeting 
w i t h Department of Admin i s t r a t ive Ser­
vices (DAS) Deputy Director. Dan Shields. 
and State Architect . CJarole Olshavsky. 
AIA. 

Included in the meeting were ASO Fresi-
dent-Elect, John Hollrich. AIA (Toledo): 
Treasurer-elect. Ken Fogle, AIA (Cleve­
land); Legislative Chairman. James Baas. 
AIA (C^olumbus); and Executive Vice 
President. David W. Field, CAE. 

Also present were representatives of the 
Ohio Asso<:iation of Consult ing Engineers 
[OACE) and the Ohio Chapter of The 
American Society of Umdscape Architects 
(OASLA) . 

Dur ing a )anuary 6 press conference 
Celeste took note of the meeting between 
DAS and the professional societies and 
announced he w i l l submit legislat ion to 
implement the fo l lowing key components 
of the p r o f e s s i o n a l a s soc i a t i on ' s 
recommendations: 

1) Public Announcement o f upcoming 
projects over $250,000 

2) (Creation of a) Selection panel to re­
view qual i f icat ions. 

The panel w i l l have nine members i n ­
c lud ing : 

2 f r o m The Architects Society of Ohio 
2 f rom Ohio Association of Consult ing 
Engineers 
1 f r o m Ohio Chapter o f the Amer ican 
Society of landscape Architects 
1 f r om M i n o r i t y Archi tects and En­
gineers Association 

Each o f the above panel members w i l l be 
subject to f inal approval by State Architect 

3 publ ic members: Director o f DAS 
(who w i l l chair the panel), the State 
Architect , and a representative f r o m 
the user agency. 

The user agency w i l l in te rv iew a l l l isted 
f i rms and rank in order of preference (cur­
rent procedure). The State Archi tec t w i l l 
negotiate a contract w i t h " the f i r m most 
q u a l i f i e d . " 

PROCEDURES 

Details of the Governor'5 proposal were 
not available at press t ime . But basic 
elements of the proposal A S O suggested 
are: 

1) State publicat ion o f f u n d e d projects i n 
a subscription-based publ icat ion s imi ­
lar to the federal pub l i ca t ion , " C o m ­
merce Business D a i l y . " or i n a major 

(Ck)ntinued on page 2) 

ASO APPLAUDS 
CELESTE 
INITIATIVE O n the heels 
of the Governor's press conference an­
nouncing a proposed new selection pro­
cess for architects and engineers, A S O 
Legislative Chairman. Jim Baas, AIA. 
wrote Governor Celeste: 

"The Architects Society of O h i o is very 
pleased w i t h the results of our jo int effor t 
to improve the procedure used to select 
architects and engineers for state projects. 
Your announcement this week of planned 
legislation to create a selection panel to 
review qualif ications f o r state projects is 
right on target! 

We have enjoyed w o r k i n g w i t h o f f ic ia l s 
o f the Department o f A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Ser­
vices and the State 
Architect and wou ld 
l ike to continue to 
provide them w i t h the 
benefit of our think­
i n g , perhaps dur­
ing addit ional meet­
ings in the future. 
We w o u l d be pleased 
to add our i m p u t to f^j"^ ^ ^«^*' 
any legislative drafts 
you may be considering should you care 
to provide us w i t h them at the appropriate 
t ime. 

Again , we welcome your legislat ive i n ­
i t ia t ive and look forward to suppo r t i ng i t 
throughout the legislative process." 

OAPAC GEARS 
U P F O R ' 8 6 T h e O h i o 
Archi tects Pol i t ica l A c t i o n C o m m i t t e e 
( O A l ' A C ) is gearing u p to become a pos i ­
t ive force f o r architecture d u r i n g the 1986 
primaries and general e lec t ion , acco rd ing 
to Chai rman John P. Schooley, AIA, 
Columbus . 

Hav ing la in dormant for several years. 
O A P A C has been reorganized a r o u n d 
a new Board of Trustees represcmting 
most parts of the state. T h e new Board 
launched its f u n d ra i s ing d r i v e w i t h a 
new S T A T E S M A N C L U B a n d consu l tan t . 
Carolyn Blum, w i l l coord ina te the ef­
for t . B l u m has had extensive exper ience 
i n po l i t i c a l issues, campa igns a n d f u n d 
raising. 

ISSUES 

T h r o u g h the S T A T E S M A N C L U B , O h i o 
architects w i l l demonstrate the i r c o m m i t ­
ment to legislative goals i n c l u d i n g ; l i m i t ­
ing the practice of a rch i tec ture to regis­
tered architects, keeping sales tax o f f 
design services, i m p r o v i n g the p lans ap­
proval process, ob ta in ing l i e n p r i v i l e g e s 
for architects and i n s t i t u t i n g by l a w a 
merit selection process f o r g o v e r n m e n t 
work . 

ROSTER 

O A P A C w i l l p r in t a roster o f S T A T E S -
M A N S CLUB members and make it a v a i l ­
able to state government p o l i t i c i a n s . T h e 
roster w i l l be publ i shed i n a lphabe t i ca l 
order BY FIRMS w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l s c o n ­
tr ibuting listed beneath each firm heading . 

To be inc luded i n the roster, a f i r m mus t 
have its cont r ibut ions i n t h e O A P A C of ­
f ice by February 15, 1986. 

T o qua l i fy for the S T A T E S M A N CLUB 
f i r m s are asked to c o n t r i b u t e i n acco rd ­
ance w i t h the f o l l o w i n g schedu le : 

(Conliniiod on page 3) 
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ASO/AGC 
DISCUSS JOINT 
CONCERNS Du r ing the 
last t w o years. A S O has held per iodic 
meet ings w i t h o f f i c i a l s of the Associated 
General Contractors (AGC) to discuss joint 
concerns and possible j o in t ac t ion . Lead­
i n g A S O ' s delegation has been William 
McDonald, AIA (Columbus), jo ined by 
Execut ive Vice President, David Field, 
CAE. 

T h e latest meeting was he ld i n Cleveland 
w i t h area architects and engineers. Some 
o f the items considered: 
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1) CONSTRUCTION M A N A G E M E N T 
Development of a de f in i t ion w o u l d help. 
C M and architectural contracts should be 
coordinated on both public and private 
w o r k . 

2) DELAYS IN F&B PLANS PROCESSING 
Smal l conflicts should be resolved w i t h i n 
F&B possibly by g iv ing the Supervisor 
more lat i tude. A n y possible personal 
l i a b i l i t y of plans examiners should be 
removed. 

3) REDUNDANCY OF BOARD OF BUILD­
I N G APPEALS DECISIONS 

Repeated exceptions should become auto­
matic and should be publicized. The back­
log should be reduced. The present pro­
cess causes undue delay i n projects. 

4) LOCAL PLANS APPROVAL AGENCIES 
THREATENED BY SHRINKING AVAIL­
A B I L I T Y A N D HIGH COST OF L I A ­
BILITY INSURANCE 

Both organizations supported the passage 
of the Sovereign I m m u n i t y legislat ion 
capping local government liabilties w h i c h 
passed dur ing the f ina l hours of the 1985 
session. 

5) SEAL LEGISLATION 
Discussed need for architects' seal b i l l i n 
l igh t of December 1985 Ohio At torney 
General op in ion w h i c h al lows anyone to 
f i l e plans w i t h a plans approval agency. 

6) CONFUSION OVER WHICH AGENCY 
HAS ULTIMATE AUTHORITY WHEN 
M U L T I - L E V E L GOVERNMENTS ARE 
INVOLVED IN A PUBLIC PROJECT 

A S O / A G C could get representatives of 
various government groups together to 
discuss problem and suggest solution(s). 

7) U P D A T I N G STATE SPECS 
Members of both groups might benefit i f 
each published i n their newsletters the 
per iodic changes made in the specifica­
t ions f o r state jobs. 

8) L I A B I L I T Y INSURANCE 
Members o f both groups are having trouble 
f i n d i n g affordable l i ab i l i ty insurance. 
State government off icials should be ad­
vised that local governments aren't the 
only entities having such trouble. We joint­
l y shou ld search for possible solutions. 

A S O and AGC w i l l w o r k out joint act ion 
on some of these issues. Future meetings 
w i l l re f ine others. The f i na l suggestions 
w i l l be routed to pertinent committees 
and/or each group's Board. 

CELESTE W I L L PUSH ASO SELECTIOr | 
PROPOSAL 
(Continued from page 1) 

newspaper w i t h c i rcu la t ion throughj 
out the state and in newspapers in tht 
areas where the project w i l l be builtJ 

2) Submission to the State Architect b>l 
interested professionals of their par 
ticular expertise in such projects utiliz­
ing the Federal 255 fonn or a state f o r n | 
of s imilar nature. 

3) Review and preferential ranking by 
selection panel composed of five pro-j 
fessional members: two ASO archi­
tects, t w o O A C E appointed engineers] 
one OASLA appointed landscape ar 
chitect; and two pub l ic members: the! 
State Architect and a representative ol 
the user agency. The professional 
members w o u l d serve a single year 
The representative of the user agency! 
w o u l d only serve for deliberations in-[ 
vo lv ing the project for wh ich he or shf 
was appointed. The panel w o u l d te] 
view and evaluate these statements o l 
qual if icat ions f i l ed w i t h the State A r 
chitect for each project and woul 
recommend not less than three nod 
more than six such f i rms for furthei 
discussions w i t h the user agency re­
garding their qualif ications, approach 
to the project and abi l i ty to furnish the 
required services. 

USER AGENCY 
The user agency w o u l d , under the ASC 
proposal, conduct discussions w i t h th( 
recommended firms considering such fac 
tors as: the ab i l i ty of the f i r m s ' profes 
sional personnel, their past performance 
their wi l l ingness to meet t ime and con 
s t ruct ion budget requirements, their cur 
rent and future workloads, and the amoun 
of w o r k then being performed by the f i m 
for the user agency. O n the basis of thi i 
information, the user agency would rank ir 
order of preference all firms reconunended 

NEGOTLV-nON 
The State Archi tect w o u l d negotiate { 
contract w i t h the f i r m ranked most quali 
f l e d to perform the required services at { 
compensation determined in wri t ing to b« 
fa i r and reasonable. 

Should negotiations w i t h the f i r m rankec 
most qua l i f ied break d o w n , the State A r 
chitect wou ld then enter into negotiation: 
w i t h the second most qual i f ied f i rm anC 
w i t h those lower on the list i f necessary 

ASO members are inv i t ed to submit com 
ments on the proposal to Legislative Chair 
man. James W. Baas, AIA, via the ASO 
off ice or to members of the legislative 
committee. 
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