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t Tour clients depencl on you to be kno\dedge

[ 
,0," of materiats arcl techniques rvhite still

I Orovidin8 profissional dcsign expoltise. lbu

f can depend on John Deklewa anrl Sons. Inc.,

for quality rvorkmanship and professional manage-

nl('lrl on all 5orrl cortstr\rction proiects.

No aroa genclal cultra(rtor is better knonn ttr

nlol'e respected than Jolm Deklerva and Sons.
One of our recent projects, The Clubhouse at Nevillewood is now home to the
family House lnvitotionol Colf Tournommt.

h the st:r-ent\-fivc 5'r:am; silxre our founding. u,e've proclutrcd

some 0f tho nrost drarnatic and funcrtionally $,cll-integrated

buiklings in \\estern Pennq4r'aria, Ohio and \\''est \itginia.

The Armenian raom locoted
on the third floor of the
Cothedrol of Leorning ot the
University of Pittsburgh is the
22nd notionality room to be
estoblished ot the universitY.
The stone orched room coPies

the mosonry techniques of
church and monostery builders
ot the 1 I th cenlury. fhis mogni-
ficont clossroom wos designed
by Torkom Khrimiam who emi-
groted from Armenio in 1978.

We offer a ftlll range of contractor

ser\rices. our pre-construction

planning and \,alue engineering, for

(xample. can detect trouble spots earl)

to help smooth out the production

process. This insures your proiect

comes in on time and on budget.

\\hether 1'ou're considering

reno\ration and retrofit 0f ar) cxistil)g

struciure oI ne\v constructioll, consult

the experts at John Deklerva & Sons, Inc.

Fot a more iletailed artalysis of your

specific needs. contitct John tt. Dekltl$'a,

President at 257-9000.

JOHN DEKLEWA & SOATS, lNC.
1273 Washington Pike . P.O. Box 158 o Bridgeville, PA 15017 ' (412) 257-9000

GENERAL CONTRAC TORS BUILDING SUCCESS

Sweating The Details Is No Sweat

"Elm Court", o g-ocrc privote estate looted north of
Pittsburgh, invotves unique odditions ond renovotions. For

exomple, the pool obove is heoted ond hos on ozone purifi'
cotion system. The deep blue woter is surrounded by o gron-
ite suiace edged in limestone. The pool is lined with hond
mode ceromic tile. On the left is o poo! house sitting oreo. To

the right is the "Fish Slide" built to hold two ontique lndion
carved marble ponels giving the oppearonce of two corved

fish swimming in the current of the fountoin.



Pedol Pittsburgh

199 6 Sponsors

PE At
PITTSBURGH
a co^^fluNrlY DEStcN tOUt

The Community Design Center of pittsburgh
extends a warm "thank you" to all of the sponsors
who have made Pedal Pittsburgh possibte.

COMMUNITY
DESIGN
CENTER OF
PITTSBURGH

llationd -4f Ptuslrurgh Merry
V7 Heamr Sy*- *m frww"

Wow
Contributing Sponsors Mile Sponsors

Bell Atlantic Mobile
Cameron Coke
City of Pittsburgh
Columbia Gas Co.

CROWN Mobile Systems, Inc.
L&M Paper
Leed's Business Accessories
Heinz U.S.A.

Pittsburgh Power
Power Bar
Station Square
Super Donut
SUPERVATU

SYSCO

Three Rivers Rowing Association
filer Mountain Water

QED Communications
Youth Bike League

$500
L.D. Astorino & Associates Ltd.
Mosites Construction Company

$400
Rubinoff Company

$300
Pittsburgh Partnership for

Neighborhood Development
TRACO

$200
Amcom Office Systems
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson
Landmarks Design Associates Inc.
LaQuatra Bonci Associates
Tai + Lee fuchitects
thrner Construction Company

$100

AIA Pittsburgh Chapter
ASLA
Avanti Construction
Baker Mellon Stuart
Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates
Charles L. Desmone & Associates
Club One
DBA Associates
Dick Corporation
DM Products
Dynamic Building Corporation
Edge fuchitects
Engineering Products Incorporated
Eve Picker
Glimcher Group, Inc.
Golba & Associates/Design Inc.
Gustine Company

GWSM Incorporated
Hanlon Electric
Hayes Large fuchitects
Hellmuth Obata & Kassabaum, Inc.
Hornfeck Engineering, Incorporated
Huckestein
II0,l Incorporated
Imbrie, Charity J., Attorney at Law
Integrated fu chitectural Services
Jendoco Construction Corporation
Korzeniwski Cullen
Iftonk, Morgan P.,

Construction Consultant Inc.
I$BH Architects
Massaro Company
Miller Electric
Pashek Associates
Perkins Eastman fuchitects
Peter F. Loftus, Division of

Eichleay Engineers
Pittsburgh Velosports Inc.
Radelet McCarthy fuchitects
Ray Engineering
Real Estate Enterprises
Repal Construction Co.
Ross Schonder Sterzinger Cubcke
Sauer, Inc.
Sitko, Margaret K., Attorney at Law
James P. Goldman,

Sports Facilities Consultant
Steve Catranel Construction Company
Structural Engineering Corp.
Tedco Construction
UDAtuchitects
The Village at Washingon,s Landing
Williams Ilebilcock Whitehead
Wood Electric
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Objecrs- such
as decorative
arts, sculpture
(indoor &
outdoor), clocks,
musical
instruments,
and folk art.

Archit e cture- arch i tec tura I
elements and materials,

monuments, and
monumental sculpture.

Particularly experiences in
the application of gold leaf

on domes and interior
copulas, as well as

restoration murals and
interior painrings. Creation

of new art work for walls
and ceilings, i.e. murals.
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Gold Leaf studio- Providing rhe resrorarion of gilt frames or application of 24 or 23Kr gold leaf on
interior and exterior projecrs from small to major works such as sculpture, monurnents or :rrchitec-
tural domes and copulas, gates, railings, balustrades, etc.

Pittsburgh Arr co.servation Laboratory . Marshall Studio
101 Harmony Road . 'Wexford, pA 15090 . Fax: (412)935.5017 . phone, (+12)g35.52t3
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The Pittsburgh Art Conservation Laboratory
MARSHALL STUDIO 10i Harmony Road, \7exford, Pennsylvania 15090 Fax, (412) 935-5017 Phone' (4lZ) 935-571.3

The Pittsburgh Art Consenntion laboratory, inconjunction wifi Morshall Consewation Studins, is where the scienct

of corservation meets old world artistry and crafismanship. A consortium for the restoration and conservation of fine and

decorative arrs, serving fie United States and Europe with sudios in Pittsburgh, PA; Arnapolis, MD; and Paris, France.

Wooden

Artifactsf Furniture-
Restoration of English,

French, an..i American
fumiture using techniques

leamed at the Conservation
Analytical Laboratory of the

Smithsonian Institution
Washington DC, Colonial

Williamsburg, Versailles, and

The Louvre, Paris, France

Sculpture- Restoratittn of monuments

and memorials in bronze, iron and stone.

Paintings-
traditional
canvas or

wood panel
paintings,

murals and
paint on

numerous
mediums.
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l\T OW i\IOSTLY BYPASSED BY ROUTE 30, the Lincoln Highrvay still holds surprises you won't
L \ find on the Interstates - a big blue swimming hole at Ligonier Beach, a weed-sffewn stone bridge
near downtown Philadelphia, not to mention a giant coffee pot, a shoe-shaped house, and a lO-foot praJnng

mantisl With Pennsylvania Traveler's Guide: The Lincoln Highway, readers will visit stainless steel diners,

art deco gas starions, and drive-in theaters, plus discover some of the route's more interesting
restaurants, bookstores, and antique malls.

ALONG THE, WAY readers will:
. meet the owner of the Lincoln Highway Garage in

York, whose grandfather opened the station in I92l

Come along for a ride across Pennsylvania
on the Lincoln Highw&/, America's

first coast-to-coast road

','isit the Quaker i\lotel where there are no phones but
you'll find wail lamps made from deer hoor-es

find wacky sou','enirs at i\'Ir. Edi Elephant Museum

AN INTRODUCTORY HISTORY takes readers from

the days of Conestoga wagons on the Lancasrer Pike to

the arrival of the auto and Pennsylvania! mountaintop

roadhouses. Photos of early businesses and stories

behind some of the towns make it a fun trip for drir.ers

and armchair travelers alike.

a

a

BRIAN BUTKO has wrinen widely on roadside

America. He sen,ed as Associate Producer of the

award-rvinning WQED- I 3 documentaries Pcn n.,yfran ia

Diner", ail Otfur Roa)"'t1t Rtrtourant., and Stufi' That 
",

Gont. He's at .,vork on a history of the Isalv/Klondike
ice cream companies and a novel set along the

I.incoln High',vav.

Pennsylvania Traveler's Guide:
The Lincoln Highway
by Brian A. Butko

$16.95 paperback . 352 pages . 5 x 8
300 b/w photos . 13 maps
rsBN 0-81 17-2495-6

Buarz ,4. B/4//?t,

Avai/ab le in /tookt tt) rer

7/,e



viewpoint

Tlere is real aolae in

stepping outsirle of ourse/ces

and rlneloping sorne insig/tt

into lroa otrters lten:eixe as

ond our uori.

l1{ THIS !SSUE

OutonYourOt'tn... ..........6
A sizable portion 0f AIA members have, at one time or

another, taken the leap and struck out into the the busi-

ness world as independent architects, Columns asks area

professionals about the motivati0ns, risks, and benefits of

such a decision.

l.ooiing at t/te Linco/n Higlaeal. . . . . . . 1t)
Some ot the roadside establishments we all whiz by hold

the key to past architectural trends, not t0 menti0n na-

tional obsessions.

GoingSolo ....12
When taking the big leap to being your own boss, what

form should your nettl practice take?

Social, Culturol ond Ecological
Sustninabili4 .........17
0ne area architect, encouraged by AIA Pittsburgh's recent

community t0rum. advocates for a lore encompassing

vision ior the built environment.

by llaura Guttnan, AIA President

The leatured article in this issue locuses on

a lew architects who have elected to "go out on the r own,"

"hang up a shingle," "set up shop," or more literally, "go

for broke." Now that l'm a work-hungry member 0f this

intrepid species, I am becoming more keenly aware of the

importance attached to how you choose t0 present your

self. As a member of a large multifaceted firm, I had no

trouble projecting the company's capacity t0 manage this

task, or tackle that challenge. But as a firm of one, my

facets are fewer, and I can't escape an increased paranoia

that perhaps the color of my shoes has taken 0n a new

significance in conveying my business abilities.

So lately l've been thinking a lot about the value inherent

in appearances. I certainly don't fancy myse t a philoso-

pher, but the concept of perception vs. truth is w0rth some

conslderation by architects.

From the way we present 0urselves t0 the way we present

our work to the world, the criteria for success center arou nd

whether the presentati0n is well-perceived. ln fact, what

we believe to be the truth about ourselves may not at all be

evident rn our presentation, and therefore what is perceived

as truth by others can be much dilferent from the truth as

we know it. Have I lost you yet?

To put my amateur metaphysics into practice, let's con-

sider the way in which presentation can enhance reality in

the critical evaluation of architecture, Because of the lo-

gistics involved in getting a jury to actually visit the sub-

mitted projects, most desion awards pro0rams evaluate

the merits ot a project on little more than photographic

representati0f. So, while we convince ourselves that de-

sign awards are given on the merits of the actual building,

the truth is that the award-winners are selected largely on

the quality of the images of those buildings.

Columns July 1996 3

I bring you these Deep Thoughts as a public service, 0ur

annual Design Awards program is in full swing, by which

I mean that firms large and small all over Pittsburgh are

busily putting together their submissions for review by

jurors Eugene Kohn, FAIA, et al. While I'm sure that the

character and disposition of every jury is unique, I bet there

is no jury anywhere who has read the hundreds of thou-

sands of words we use t0 describe our projects, when the

photos and graphic depiction could be assumed to con-

vey the whole story. The point l'm trying to make is that we

should remember that those jurors have no idea what your

project is about when they open that black binder. In order

t0 create a positive perception of your project for the jury,

you might assume y0u have no more than 60 seconds of

the reviewer's time to make that f irst impression, in which

you must convey the nature of the project (problem and

solution), and present the most alluring, intriguing, capti-

vating images of the project that you have.

Am I suggesting that lousy projects can win awards with

snazzy graphics and exceptional photography? No, that

probably doesn't happen, given the expertise and profes-

sionalism of architectural jurors, But I do suggest that

plenty of extremely worthy projects are not given even a

second glance because the quality of the representation

does not match the quality of the orlginal object,

Certainly this theory is not offered to advocate decepti0n

(not that an AIA architect would even know how t0 practice

such activitiesl). But there is real value in stepping outside

of ourselves and developing some insight into how others

perceive us and our work. AIter all, despite my confidence

in my many abilities, I should probably consider whether

those potential clients will be able to overlook the green

shoes with the yellow and orange suit to see the profes-

sional, conservative architect that I know mysell to be. rrrrr^

Judument [ay

Viewpoint

It/ailbox.

News, . , .

Breaking Ground

Bricks and Mortar, Calendar

Dossier.
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14

17
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0n the cover: Roadside buildings and srgns hold clues to our

national history, such asthis bowling alley sign on Route 30. Photo

courtesy of Brian Butko.



Responding to "Tlte Great Dioide"

I was involved with the lield of architecture for over 35 years-20

of those as a teacher of the subject. I am no longer occupied by

the field, or sublect. I present that fact for the convenience of

those who wish to disregard my remarks, and as a credential for

my distance from the outcome 0f the debate between education

and practice discussed in the lt/ay issue of Columns.

Sometime between standing up t0 get our degrees and sit-

ting back down, everything we learned of architecture went out of

date or out of style. lndeed, we had learned how buildings are put

together, and other technical matters. But shortly we discovered

that buildings were being made in unimagined ways and con-

tained unheard of materials and devices. Eventually, buildings

were even drawn using a machine (the computer) which had for-

merly been little more than a gleam in the Pentag0ns eye. lf stu-

dents of architecture lvere t0 wake t0morrow, knowing everything

they wished to know about architecture, what w0uld everyone do

next week?

lVodern life is nothing i{ not ephemeral, Convenience, im-

mediacy, and general short-sightedness are not the antidotes.

Fortunately, we learned more ablutarcnilecture than we learned

of architecture. For some of us, that was the only thing which

sustained 0ur interest. We, also, learned to learn. For most of us,

that was the only thing which sustained 0ur careers.

"Learning to learn" is given much lip-service in c0ntemp0-

rary education. But it is a sublect given little substance. Some

sch00ls are s0 driven by pedagogical c0ntrivances, that 0nly when

students are left to their own devices does anyone realize that

they have no devices of their own. You can be sure that revelati0n

is not allowed t0 happen t00 often. lf you have n0t been taught t0

learn, you wi I I be, fo rever, dependent u pon someone else for you r

reeducati on. Perhaps.,,a u n ivers ity. How conven ient fo r you. How

transpareqI a motive tor universities.

When I was a teacher, architects would ask me why I was not

teaching students the right things. When I asked them what the

"right things" were, they would describe something particular to

their practice or to themselves. (lnterestingly, the bigger the hack

they were, the m0re particular and peculiar they could be.) When

I reminded them that they did not know such things when lhey

graduated, they would change the subject. Some architects have

very short memories. They get great ideas about education the

minute they start writing paychecks instead ol cashing them.

It is always considered unbecoming to be in any way mer-

cenary when discussing the Noble Art of Architecture. But as

s0meone said, you get what you pay for. There are still architects

letters to the editor

who, with a straight face and not a glimmer of conscience, offer a

non-paying position to someone who has just paid as much for

their education as some doctors pay for theirs.

"lntern" s0unds so much nicer than "junior draftsman" (be-

sides being gender neutral). And it sounds so much less like a

job for which compensation should be expected. Those of us who

started working in the 1960s sat down on the very first day ol our

jobs as junior draftsmen for the equivalent of 944,000 today. For

some of us, that was close to our best day in architecture. And

you wonder why we often regard the entire matter as a.joke.

It is reassuring to know that some people still learn that ar.

chitecture might embody grand motives. lt is equally reassuring

t0 see that they are not holding their breath. Clearly, they learned

more than we did. That is progress.

- Bichard C. Cordts

Anot/ter oieu on arc/titecture
education and practice

The "Great Divide" has a sturdily built bridge up in New En-

gland that crosses the gap in style. The Boston Architectural Center

School ol Architecture is firmly rooted in both design and prac-

tice. The BAC offers a six year BArch pr0gram, and is the only

school i n the cou ntry that is excl usively a "n ight school. " C lasses

are held lVonday through Thursday evenings, with a lew courses

offered on Saturday.

The BAC is accredited by both NCARB and the New

England Association of Secondary Colleges. The school has

been able to accomplish this feat by requiring all of its de-

gree pr0gram students to work for three years, full time (6 000

hours) in an architectural firm while enrolled at the BAC.

(Working in a related field is approved 0n a case to case ba-

sis and the student must be under the supervision of a li-

censed architect). The BAC has an active job placement of-

fice with two {ull-time staff members t0 assist with portfo-

lios, and to give quarterly job progress evaluations

It/ost students work for an architectural Iirm the entire time

they are enrolled, and at graduation they have six years under

their belts to go with their fresh and crispy sheepskins. An added

bonus is that with six years ol documented work experience, BAC

students are ailowed to sit for the registration exam one year after

graduation. As an unbiased alumnus of the BAC, I thoroughly

enjoyed my "apprenticeship" style education. The divide is con-

quered in lVassachuselts.

-Joel B. Bernard, AIA

AlAPitlsbuql':, '

. z11NiBfrSlreet ,r' 
.

Piftsburgh, PA 15222 r.

' Telephqnei'4J2j471-9540

, IAX:414471.9501 .,.:
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Beuolulionapy ]tlal'keting Seminar

Companies must rely on a firm-wide marketing processes, rather than on the selling skills

ol a few individuals, in order [0 successfully market a firm and its services. This is one

conclusion of lVark Zweig's "Revolutionary IVarketing" seminar, a one-day program

launched last year that continues this summer.

The program helps design and environmental professionals plan and rmplement a market-

ing process that wi I I provide them with a steady amount of work. This i nnovative marketing

seminar is designed for principals/partners, marketing directors, 0r any other A/E/P pro-

fessional who wants to implement new marketing ideas. The seminar oftered nearest t0

Pittsburgh is on July 24 in Bethesda, tt/D. The program fee is $295, with additional attend-

ees from the same firm $195 For more inlormation, contact: Jon Gatti, Media Relations

Manager, Zweig White & Associates at(508)651-'1559.

$mall til'ms Can ShU l0r liahility lnsul'ance olt lhe tllsl

Small architectural and engineering firms can now pre-qualify themselves on the Internet

for DPIC Companies' new Fast Application/Smart Technology (FA/ST) professional liabil-

ity program. By visiting DPICs website (http//www.dpic.com) and completing a seven-

point checklist, firms can find out whether or not they qualify for the FA/ST program. The

new pr0gram offers all the benefits of the firms standard professional liability pr0gram,

including loss prevention education pr0grams to reduce insurance premiums, proactive

dispute handling and expert services from specialist agents. For more information, using

a more conventional melhod of communication, call (800) 227-4284.

FahStrucllltlakes a ReUrtt Appeal'ance

Fabrics & Architecture magazine announced the return of FabStruct: The 1997 Interna-

tional [/embrane Structure Student Design Challenge. The biennial competition challenges

students of architecture, engineering and landscape architecture to use their education

and skills to provide solutions for proposed problems. The 1997 design problem is a

hypothetical FabStruct Exposition. Student entrants are required to produce a three-di-

mensional representati0n of their solution and provide photographs of the model along

with other information. Projects must be received by December 6, 1996, For more infor-

mation, call Randy Klarr aI Fabics & Architecture, (800)225-4324.

IIICARB Announces Chanues to fiegislratim Emtns

The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) has announced changes

to the Architect Registration Exam based on the results ol a field test of its new c0mputer-

admlnistered exam given earlier this year.

Beginning in February 1997 all divisions of the A.R.E. will be offered year-round, six days

a week at a network of test centers across North America. The current 1 2-hour Division C:

Building Design exam will be broken into two parts. The two new test divisions are Build-

ing Planning (5,5 hours) and Building Technology (4.5 hours). NCARB has als0 approved

a simpler title Ior each division of the A.R.E.

Anchiteclul'al 0esiUn Proliles

ADrecentlypublishedtwocomprehensivevolumes. BeyondtheBevolulion(Profile#119)

takes an in-depth look at design in the historic, yet emerging, area of Eastern Europe in the

post-revolution years. The work of many renowned architects is featured, particularly Frank

Gehry.

Colour in Architeclure (Prof ile #1 20) looks at the vital imp0rtance of co lor to design. The

volume presents architects who have taken a decidedly colorful stance against certain

design styles that stress shades and moods and the abolition of color. For more informa-

ti0n 0r t0 order, call (800) 462-6420

Conslruclion flctiuity in Pitlstul'gh

F.W Dodge Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies reports the following constructi0n

activity for the six county region that comprises the Pittsburgh area.

THE LATEST MONTH'S CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY FOLLOWED THIS PATTERN:

FOR THE YEAB-|O-DATE ON A CUMULA|IVE BASIS, fHE TOTALS ABE:

l*onrssidEatid

TOTAT *I'ILBI}IG

1C$E

$40,72?,006

$?6,155;000

$116,8S2,008

$s3r,sl0,000

$:!05,765,909

$52,?tr5,000

+11 r,

iloilrslidential

Rasrdential

Tgrf,t Et tuIttc

t$s



6 Columns July 1996 feature

"Don't limit yur
aision about ro/tat nn

orclt i tectu ra I 1t rut cti ce

can l,e . Our profes-

sion and our aofi
enrtironment.t are

truly cltanging in

radica/ roay that

are sometimes not

ot all clear"

RO B P F A F F I'I ArVlr'. n.1,1

0ul olt Yotlr 0uln

IVI

A sizable porlion of AIA mem-

bers harse tahen the leap and
struch out into the business

aorld as independent arcltitucrs.

Columns ashs area profession-

als about t/te motioations, rishs,

and benefi* of suclt a decision.

by Michelle Fanzo

into focus, we lind ourselves either satislied or lrustrated

with the ability of our employment situation t0 meet 0ur

expectati0ns. Eventually, the frustrated among us will say,

'Hey, / can do thisl', and we're off ."

Acquiring clients takes the route of referrals, reputati0n

and existing networks Ior the majority of respondents. 0ther

avenues mentioned include yellow pages ads, the AIA di-

rectory and resource center, and community service ac-

tivities. Handling marketing oflered a wider range of re-

sponses, Irom "l follow up on referrals" to a realization

that "almost everything one does is marketing-you just

never know where the work might come from." 0thers say

if you don't ike marketing, or absolutely have no time for

it, hire someone who does. Most respondents acknowl-

edged they did not have a strategic marketing approach

but rather more of a response to a lead method. "The most

important thing," says David Roth, AlA, "is a satisfied cli-

ent. This will always lead (or at least point) to the next

commission. lt's imp0rtant t0 not over-sell your capabili-

ties to get the job. At the same time, take a risk; grow y0ur

practice with a challenge, but make sure you are commit-

ted to delivering at all costs,"

While a large majority of respondents did not have a busi-

ness plan, many were p lann i ng t0 get a plan. One arch itect s

business plan-"10 stay in business and continue work-

ing"-though minimal, has kept him in practice since

1 979. Among those without plans, approximately half knew

how to get one, half did not.

Juggling administrative responsibilities with design work

has proven a stumbling block for most respondents, though

a few architects have hi red i ndividuals to specifical ly hand le

this end of the business. 0ne architect structures his week

where one day is set aside continually to handle adminis-

trative tasks. Another says wearing many hats can be stress-

ful, but feels it is good to be tamiliar with all the areas 0f

his business so when he can afford to delegate it to some-

aking the leap to self-employment can be a

nerve-racking and treacherous road. Yet

according to AIA National, 15 percent of AIA

firms nationwide have five or less employees and 28 per-

cent of firms are registered as sole proprietorships. ln the

month of lVay alone, at leastthree Pittsburgh chapter mem-

bers chose to make the break and establish their own busi-

nesses. lt is hard to say if this is part of a larger trend or

just an aberration, but members have suggested the eco-

nomic climate and availability of work are two reasons why

a number of architects are presently choosing to go it alone.

The responses reported here are those ol twelve architects

who chose t0 answer a questionnaire about independent

practice, and not those of all chapter members who have

started their own businesses. Responses came from pro-

fessionals who have worked for themselves between 1/

years and one month.

So, kid, why'd ya do it?
The ssues surrounding the group versus the individual

surfaced more than any other reason for Pittsburgh archi-

tects t0 make the decision to go it alone. lVore control and

autonomy were clearly the primary concerns given for go-

ing solo. "Ultimately, I think each of us has a vision of how

architecture should be practiced," says Maura Guttman,

AlA. "As we grow in the profession, and that ideal comes
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"It\ heen surpri.ting

to rea/ize fiou: ntnny

people oo* for
ti ern.s e lt es. Yo tt .fi rul
t/te.re people exist on o

dffirunt plane t/ton

t/te rest rf scttie4'."

DAlrll) RO1 H, Altl
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one else, he will know what he is delegating. A few re-

spondents felt this dilemma was the most dilf icult aspect

of having their own lirms. Self-doubt, discipline, time man-

agement, c0ntract neg0tiations, cash Ilow, getting paid,

c0nstructi0n 0bservati0n, and balancing work and family

were other areas identified as difficult aspects 0f having

y0ur own practice.

Surprising Stuff
Respondents wished they had known the following facts

before entering practice: the evel of unethical activity at

which some firms practrce, that many clients pay very

slowly, the knowledge that the next project wrl/come along,

information on taxes, insurance and overhead costs, m0re

c0mputer skil s the mp0rtance 0f c0ntacl with other

people, and that there are only 24 hours in a day.

The most surprising factor for many architecls has been

the supportive environment they encountered once they

announced their independence. Maureen Guttman, AlA,

Karen Loysen, AIA and Rob Pfaffmann, AlA, recently formed

GuLP as a supp0rt network for their etforts There is no

competition among the three, says Guttman, but rather a

sense of encouragement and enthusiasm for each other's

success. Plus, there is fiexibility as a group t0 pursue

projects too large for any one of them. "l think that the

trend towards cooperation and collaboration is much

greater today than it was 20 years ago, when it seemed

more'each man for himsell,"' says Loysen, "l think GuLP

is a result of that difference. There is a great deal m0re t0

be gained from working together than there is from com-

peting against each other."

0thers enjoy the exhilaration felt when accomplishing

a task 0n their own that they took for granted while

working in a large firm, such as having a proposal ac-

cepted. Client appreciation, that the size ol a firm can

limit the size of the projects handled, and that work

does continue, are other unexpected lactors. "lt's been

surprising to realize how many people work for them-

selves," says Roth. "You find these people exist on a

different plane than the rest ol society. Y0u start t0 run

into them at suppliers and colfee shops, at their own

pace, 0n their terms. lt's great to be alone (together)."

lndiuidual Advantages

M0st architects feel their competitive advantage is their

flexibility, low overhead and fees, and creativity. "Per-

sonal service and being a good listener," are also im-

portant advantages, says Peter Brown, AlA. However,

few architects have iiability insurance Some feel the

scale or type of work they d0 makes this a minor is-

sue, while others rely 0n "prayer" and hope to afford

insurance premiums in the near future. 0ne respon-

dent bought his insurance through PSA while another

purchases insurance on a project t0 pr0ject basis.

While most respondents did not identify separate reasons

for women and men choosing t0 start their own firms, a

"glass ceiling" for women was mentioned as a possible

impetus Ior independent practice. Though it is a small

sample from whlch to draw conclusions, it appears that

younger architects feel there are dlfferent reasons for men

and women's decisions for independence much more than

longer established architects, David Celento, AlA, felt "there

are t00 many [different reasons] to list them ail." Some

w0men, says Guttman, start their own practices so they

can have more f lexibility in terms 0f spending time with

their families. "l would hope, however, that s0me men

start their own firms f0r the same reasons. lt/y suspi-

cion is that architects of either gender start their own

business because we like control, and we want t0 feel

in control of our own destiny, and anything else we

can get our hands on."

"With a growing family, the flexibility of being my own

boss has been very valuable," says Steve Hawkins, AIA "l

was told by an interior designer with his own firm that, once

on his own, n0 matter how difficult it was, he would find it

very hard, even impossible, to work for someone else again.

l've found that to be true for myself as well." rrrrr^

"l t/tini tfial tle trend

toa,arr/s cooperntion

anr/ rollaboration is

ntut/t gwoter to(/ay

tlon it oas Z0 years

ago, a,/ten it seerned

rttore 'eac/t nor for
ltitn.v/f."'
K_.r R 1.. t' L0YS 1..\, I I A



Gompensalion lianagement a guideline lor
small fims, Peter A. Piven: Washington. D C.:

American lnstitute 0f Architecls, 1982.

Bunning an 0llice lor Fun and Prolit: business

techniques lor small design fims, Rosslynn F.

Foote; McGraw-Hill NY: 19/8.

Small Architectural Practice: statistics and

proliles, problems and solutions. 0rinda, CA:

Guidelines, 1 992.

How to Start and 0perate Your Own ltesign Firm.

Albert W Rubeling. Jr: New York. NY: McCraw-Hill

1 993.

Starting a l{ew 0esign Firm, 01 Eislring lt All

Frank A. Stasiowski wlth Julia Willard; New York, N,Y:

Wiley, 1994.

Proiect Management l0r Small Design Firms.

Howard G. Birnberg. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1992.

The McGraw-Hill Guide

Business, Slephen Harper

It introduces the i ola plan

Selling Your Services, Robert Bly

Designing Your Practice

Norman Kaderlan; Ir/cGraw-Hi I l: NY

It suggests you "plan to plan," in other words. determine

how you are going to determine your mission and qoals

in the design ot your business.

The Architect's Handbook ol Prolessional

The 12th edition coversA

everything from the regulatory environment to

to

required for complete handbook),

$6 95i$4.95 AIA members.

An Architect's l{otebosk, James R. Franklln, FAIA.

This timely, hands-on book, based on the successful

"0pLimizing the Small Firm" workshops, explains how to

improve conpetitive position by spenoing less time on

management and more time providing clients vvlth

quality architecture. lt is a valuable reference filled wilh

management tips and ideas that have worked for other

architects. 190 pages, 0rder #R942; $50; $35 AIA

members.

How to

FAIA This kit version addresses issues vital to setting

up a firm and includes the complete text 0f Current

Praclices in Small Firrn Manaoement. I 990. 230 pages,

Order #R942-CS; $65/$45.50 AIA members

Small Project Itocuments

A I 05/A205 Standard Forn of Agreenent Between

}wner and Contractor for a Snall Projectand General

Conditions o{ the Contrad for Constructizn 0f a Small

Project,wtll instruction sheet. 1993, Two-document set,

Order #A1 051A205, $41$2.80 AIA members. #Bl 55,

Standard Form of Agrcement Between }wner and

Architect for a Snatl Project, wilh instruction sheet.

1993, 0rder #B155; $2/$1 40 AIA members

Cash Management far the Design Firm

Frank A. Slaslowski; New York J. Wiley & Sons, 1993.

Here are some ol the resoarces

awilable to architects intersted in

establishing their own pnctice.

Many ot the publications nentioned

are aYailable thruugh the AIA

Bookstore. lo oiler, please call

8N8A5-AnCH.

Family, lilends and colleagues are

alvays a good place to begin

collecting inlomation and tips. fhe

Snall Busines Adninistration, AIA

seninarc and libnry and other

busines seminars were also

identilied * extrcnely helplul hy a

nanbet ol independent gactices. lo

the right is a selected bibliogruphy

of pablications nemherc haw found

asetal.
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GO WITH THE WINNER.
General Industries has been leading
the industry in custom-engineered

building systems for over 20 years.

This tradition of excellence has helped
us to design and build some of the

most award winning new construction
projects in the area. Projects such as:

I Southpointe Golf Club
r Polycom Huntsman, Inc.
o Centimark Corporation
. U.S. Naval & Marine Reserve
r Accutrex Products
r Millcraft Industries
r Pennsylvania-American

Water Company
Cent imark Corpor at e ot'fices*

When yorr avant a lvinner...call Don Ivill at 4a2/483-1-6OO

G RAL I DUSTRIES
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

15 Arentzen Boulevard . Charleroi Industrial Park . Charleroi, PA 15022

tr'p_qffi pre.engineuedo,*,,r;,::::;f::,::;:,':::::::::':X^,:"^'K;guidetobui,dingplanningandconstruction

THE BOLD IOOK THE REPUTATION OF

T(oHLER..

Crescent S

Crescent Supply has served local design
professionals for nearly 45 years. Our
Pittsburgh showroom features 6,000
square feet of quality bathroom and
kitchen products with experienced, full-
time personnel to assist you and your
clients in new construction and renovation.

412782-3300
See our extensive display of piumbing products for the

kitchen and bath, including the cast iron Vintager\I
Bath. Quality you'd expecr from Kohler.

6301 Butler Street, Pittsburgh
Under the Robert D. Fleming (62nd Street) Bridge

Showroom hours 9-5 M-F, Wednesdays to 8, Saturday 10-2
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L00king at tll8 linc0ln lli[hrua! ,,,,,**n.

Some of those roadsitle establisltments use all ahiz by hold the hE to
past architectural trends, ruot to mention national obsessio

we do

roadside

rad iated

ENCOU

1910s - 192lls

A few drive-in stations were

any build-

by their architec-

its history as

Lincoln High-

other roads

of the

"::"' fi .fs'@ r/r'ioe-in statir.tns

early in tie

1930s - 1940s

tion seven years later in Ardmore

cent to the Pennsylvania

Philadelphia lt was an early example ol the "cottage style," mous station which survives in Bedfotd

art 0f the lun ofrdrivin$,,foads like the Lincoln ', an,ctemptki:make,rstalions more appealing to motorists

Highway is spoting old businesses-diners, gas and civic planners who were already tiring of roadside clut-

stations, tiny tourist cabins, and such. Sometimes ter This trend also ted to a number of stations in the C ity

Following is a general introduction to identilying roadside

architecture. The styles are applicable to any road, but ex-

amples are lrom lhe Lincoln Highway in Pennsylvania.

Beaulllu I tradition (Atlantic especial ly adOpled.this style)

while more standard designs becane available as prefab-

ricated modeJs.

Factory-buitt diners evolved from horse-d1gwn lqngh

wag0ns. Dut bviris tine resenhled actual train cars.

They were often transp0rled by rait and needed to con-

form to dimensional standards though their look is

borfie morer{fom thtri'r desjriiflers' hope of eapitaliring

on the ronance of railroad dinirg uars Tley were typi"

cally wood framed with arched'001s, marble

c0un1ertops, and llsors ol vlall liles

L4otorists quickly disclvered theloys of "gypsying," camp-

ng at the side of the road in any available clearing. As it

became a national oosession, thouqh, landowners com-

praired 0r tle debris ard darrdge reft berird by the 'tin

can lourists." lVlunicipal camps were e$tablished, such as

one at Pittsburgh's Schenley Park An amazing relic o1 the

privately-run type ls Jenner Pines Camping Park in

Jennerstown, though cabins were later bu t, the entrance

pillars divrlge its origins
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and streamline cues 0f the day: glass block, rounded cor-

ners, and neon graphics. The most famous box was de-

signed by Walter Dorwin Teague for Texaco-a white por-

celai n-enameled metal clad box with red lettering and three

green streamlines along the top.

Restaurants followed similar trends, especially evident in

diners of the period which incorporated glass block, large

windows, and streamlined styling, Facades were porce-

lain enamel, and stainless steel gained popularity. Charlie's

on Penn Avenue (part of the Lincoln) is a trendsetting model

from 1 940.

Lodging also changed greatly Tourist cabins began ap-

pearing in some of the camps in the 1920s, and flour-

ished in the 1930s. These cabin camps, 0r m0t0r

courts, evolved {rom unheated shacks to miniature

houses, some built as log cabins 0r quaint cottages.

lVany survive as apartments, though Park's Motel in

North Versailles continues in operation.

lVost of all, this era saw the peak of fanciful roadside ar-

chitecture, the giant coffee pot cafes and shoe houses and

teepee motels. Pennsylvania's Lincoln Highway was f illed

with such attractions, but none are as well remembered as

the Ship Hotel near Bedf ord. ltwas the ultimate example of

"building as sign," an attempt t0 catch the attenti0n 0f tour-

ists already blas6 to standard siqns and billboards.

1950s - 1960s

Gas stations remained in box form but followed popular

outer space trends by incorporating overhanging eaves and

V-shaped canopies lit by fluorescent tubes. As tastes

changed in the 1 960s, colonial themes incorporating brick,

cedar shakes, and columns took precedence.

Diners embraced new technologies, especially formica for

c0untertops and ceilings. Stainless steel became the stan-

dard exterior, often contrasted with bands of tinted mirrors

or reflectors. Like gas stations, the 1 960s diners increas-

ingly saw brick and stone exteri0rs, while interiors incor-

porated rustic or colonial themes using wood and muted

colors. Beginning in the late 1940s, drive-in restaurants

followed similar trends.

Postwar motor courts Iollowed a trend of building all

rooms under one roof, costing less to construct. More

significant was the rise of motel chains, particularly

Holiday lnn, founded in 1 952 The franchises olfered a

consistency unavailable in the m0m and pop places,

n0 matter how large. The structures were mostly of

center-c0re c0nstructi0n, facing doors and windows

outward while grouping utilities, especially bathrooms,

at intersecting corners. lt4ost of all, exterior details

became less important than the chain's image, usually

embodied by signage such Holiday lnn's "great sign."

A newcomer to the scene was the drive'in theater. Though

the first opened in 1933, 0nly a few dozen were operating

until after the war. Early screen towers incorporated elabo-

rate lettering and illustrations on the road-facino sides,

Mid-'50s screens, widened to accomodate Cinemascope

and other wide-picture techniques, were simply steel lat-

tices, such as at the Greater Pittsburgh Drive-ln, opened

in 1 954. Reaching a peak of some 4,000 in 1 958, the few

drive-ins built afterwards were mostly utilitarian.
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The years since the mid-1960s have seen mostly 0rna-

mental variations on the basic forms. Materials and colors

of the 1 9/0s reflected a trend towards environmental aware-

ness. Greens and browns predominated, while stone and

brick took precedence-a good example is the N0rr.vin

Diner, a 1976 factory-built diner incorporating lVediterra-

nean themes. The I 980s tended towards a high-tech look,

with black, monochromatic themes dominating diners and

gas stati0ns (and even Holiday Inn's smail sign). The'90s

have seen the rise of peaks and triangles (Art Techo, as I

like to call it) on everything from strip malls to car

dealerships to sell-serve gas stations. The basic forms have

remained unchanged since the 1 950s, but like earlier de-

cades, the styles and design cues reveal the buildings age,

or at least its last remodellino. fi

Bilan Butka is author 0l Pennsylvania Travelels Guide: The Lin-

coln Highway. He is a board nenber 0f the S\ciety lor Commer-

cial Archeology, and served as Associate Producer ol the WQED-

13 documentaries "Pennsylvania Diners and 1ther Roadside Res-

lauranls" and'Stulf Thats Gone " Butko is conpleling a history af
the lsaly Daty Canpany.

LEFT T0 BftHT: Signs are one way of dating a place. llerc, the sign at the Blae Dell Drive-ln lheater in llorth Vercailles evolves fron the lnternational
Style look when it opened in 1949, to an eaily 1960s Sputnik-like forn outlined in neon, to its brand new form fu the siteb cailent ownet.
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by lohn Sieninski

our dream is almost rea ty. After years of toiling

in someone else's firm, you are about to make a

big move: opening your own practice. Your of-

fice space is leased, the announcements have been

printed, and you believe you have enough projects to

keep you busy for the loreseeable future. You are ready

to start work, right?

There is one last question you should answer: what lorm

wlll your new busifess take? Why, you ask, should I worry

about that now? lf you are going solo, your form ol busi-

ness has important ramificatrons for potential liability lf

you are entering into a business relationship with others,

you will also need some arrangement for sharing the profit

that will hopefully be generated by your new endeavor Ei-

ther way, there are important tax ram if ications that will have

a direct impact on your personal income

The Pennsylvan a Architects Licensure Law permits a wide

variety ol organizational forms for the practice 0f architec-

ture by an individual or firm, and these include sole

proprietorships, partnerships, professional c0rporati0ns,

or business corporations. Before discussing the relative

advantages and disadvantages, we sh0uld initially exam-

ine the key characteristics and differences between them,

beginning with the simplest business entity of all: the pro-

prietorsh i p.

- I he ownership of a business entily by ar individual

I is called a proprietorship, wilh the individual

I sometimes being referred to as a "sole propri-

etor." ln a legal sense, the proprietorship and the individual

are the same entity. Therefore, the proprietorship is taxed

at the indlvidual level All income, losses and deductions

are reflected 0n the owners individual return.

featu re

A proprietorship is the easiest type of business t0 set up

and operate, as there are no organizational fees and the

proprietorship requires the least s0phisticated method of

bookkeeping. One key feature of a proprietorship, how-

ever, is unlimited liability of the owner f0r the debts and

liabilities of the enterprise.

A pannersnrp rs an ass,cratr0n 0r rw. 0r m0re per-

A ,on, to conduct a business lor prolil. Part-

I \ nersnip slructures vary widely depending up0n

the number of partners and the type of business Partner-

ships are generally eslablished by agreement, although a

partnership may be implied bythe law in the absence ofan

express agreement.

There are many statutory provisions which govern the op-

eration of a partnership, but most of these can be altered

by agreement 0f the partners. Partners are individually li-

able for the debts and liabilities of the partnership which

exceeds its assets. Thus, a partner can be personally li-

able for the negligence 0l another partner. Partnerships,

like proprietorships, are taxed at one level, in that income

and losses are attributed to the individual partners for tax

purposes.

0 Ull0 Solo
Wlten tahing the big leap to being yzur 0@)n boss, ahat

form should yoar ne?ril practice rurte?

Y

A
corporation is a legal entity formed for the pur-

pose of ach ev ng a prof t for its shareho ders

Ihe corporation is a creature of statute, and,

unlike a proprietorship or partnership, it is a legal entity

separate and distlnct from its shareholders. By law, the

business and alfairs of every corporati0n must be man-

aged by a board of directors. However, the board of "direc-

tors" may be one person, who may also be the sole share-

holder and officer.
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Perhaps the most well-known feature of the c0rp0rate I0rm

is limitation of liability. By statute, a shareholder cannot be

liable to the c0rp0rati0n 0r anyone else beyond the dollar

am0unt represented by the shares, even lf the shareholder

takes part in the management of the business. Doing busi-

ness in the corporate form makes the participants subject

to double taxation. For tax purposes, since the c0rporati0n

ls a separate legal entity, its income is subject to taxation

in addition t0 the taxes paid on the income of the ofiicers

and the shareholders. However, a corporation which has

less than thirtyJive shareholders and meets other restric-

tions may elect t0 be taxed under a Subchapter "S" desig-

nation, which allows lor corporate income to be taxed simi-

lar to a partnership.

later time if the benefits of additional structure look more

appealing as you grow.

Another argument against doing business as a corpora-

tion is the unlikelihood that corporate form will shield you

from the principle risk you face: prolessional negligence.

Therefore, whalever Iorm you choose, an appropriate

amount of professional liability coverage is a must. The

corporate limitation on liability may also, as a practical

matter, be of little utility in regard to financing and other

non-professional risks, since in many situations involv-

i ng busi ness start-ups, lenders wi I I not exceed credit with-

out the personal guarantee of the principal,
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Whateae r form you c/toose for your business,

an oppropriate amount of professional

lialtiliry cooerage is a must.

S
o what {orm is most appropriate {or your new

business? To some extent the answer is deter-

mined by the number ot principals involved and

the nature ol your practice, ll your business will consist of

just you, or you and a small number of other architects,

there are certain disadvantages 0f the c0rp0rate Iorm that

will probably outweigh its utility, even if you select

subchapter "S" status for taxation purposes and therefore

get around the double taxation problem.

The corporate torm imposes structure, financial burdens,

and formalitles which must be complied with f rom the day

the c0rp0rati0n is lormed t0 the day it is dissolved. Some

ol these burdens of corporate existence include regular

meetings and maintenance of corporate records. There are

also start-up and maintenance costs associated with in-

corporation. This may not be attractive t0 a new venture,

especially when you are c0ncentrating 0n attracting and

completing enough projects to keep the business in the

black, ln addition, a buslness can always incorporate at a

n conclusion, for s0le practitioners, the benefits ol the

corporate form are probably outweighed by the rela-

tive ease of doing business as a proprietorship. ll you

will be forming a practice with a small number of archi-

tects, partnership, with its moderate start-up costs and a

precise agreement as to how the prolits will be shared, ls

probably the best option. lf your practice continues to grow

and you desire m0re structure and more flexibility in the

way of fringe benefits and deferred compensation options,

the c0rp0rate lorm may be the most appropriate. At any

stage, consultation with legal counsel, and an accountant,

since the tax rami{ications often involve expertise of mul-

tiple disciplines, is always advisable. 0ne final note: with

mlnor exceptions, if you decide t0 practice in any Iorm

other than a proprietorship, prior approval from the Archi-

tects Licensure Board is required. fi

John Sieminski is a partner in the Pittsbutgh firm of Wayman,

lrvin & McAuley. The firm represents architects, engtneers, and

other design professionals in litigati0n and other natters tn vart-

aus forums. Sieminski is a graduate of Pennsylvania State Uni-

versity and the Duquesne University Schaol 0f Law.
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I l(udost------
I

Maclachlan Comelius & Filoni lnc. Architects/Marsha gerger

Architect has been selected to receive an award from the pittsburgh Historic Review

commission, recognizing its 
.l995 

renovation of the Byham Theater for lhe pittsburgh

cultural Trust. The $3 million renovation was funded through pennsylvanias strategy 21

Program.

Glance & Associates, Architecture + Planning received a commendation lor 0ut-

standing Achievement in Historic Preservation from the pennsylvania Historical and Mu-

seum commission at the commission's annual Historic preservation conference. The

award was presented for the firm's work on the John Henry House in Washington, pA, a

stone struclure daling to 1 81 /.

Bohlin cywinski Jacksonb recenily completeri rustic iog cabin house in western Mary-

land was featured in the IVay issue ol Architecture.

-

I Tlansitions
IL--------+ lhlen Loysen, AlA, Iormerly a senior associate at UDA Architects, made

an amicable departure lrom UDA in June to form the new lirm, Loysen + Associates

Architects. Karen will conilnue t0 focus on adaptive reuse ol urban buildings and the

design ol cultural/commercial buildings. She also intends to continue the "architeclure as

city-building" approach of uDA. Loysen + Associates is located at 226 Hastings street in

Point Breeze, phone and tax.441-4432,

Donald Kaliszeuski, AlA, a graduate ol 0hio State and washington universities, was

recently named an Associate and shareholder at uDA Architects. Kaliszewski, who joined

the lirm in 1 993, previously worked in New york for eight years.

llaydar l(. Hassan, AIA ol Burl Hill l(osar Riflelmann Associates has been pro-

moted to Associale. Hassan joined the firm in l98g and worked as an architect for three

years in Syria before coming to the U.S.

L.P. Peilido Associates is pleased to announce the

change ol its firm name to Perfido l{eiskopf Archi.

tects leonard Perlido, AIA and Alan Weiskopf,

AlA. who have been partners since lg8/, indicated that

this change more clearly represents the lirm to its cli-

ents and public.

From

Raymond L. Gindroz, AIA was recently

a featured speaker at the Public Housing Summit in

Washington, DC. Gindroz, of UDA Architects, spoke

on 
,Lets 

Build Nelghborhoods," which highlighted UDA designed housing projects in

Pittsburgh, Norfolk, Richmond and Cleveland.

Butt Hill l(osar Bittelmann Associales recenfly added four new people to its stal{:

Architect lt/aya S. chesakova joined the firm's Educational Design Division, walter S.

Krasneski was hired as a Business Development Representative, architect Richard Avon is

now a member of the f irmb K-l2 Design Team, and architect Jane O'Neill joins the f irm in

the High-Tech/Laboratory Design Divislon.

Mt, Lebanon School District has selected Burt Hill t0 master plan and renovate two

middle schools, The plan not only addresses educational needs, but also provides

flexibility for luture building development. South Builer county School District has

selected Burt Hill to provide services for two elementary schools in its area. The firm

also announces that Adams Township Elementary School in l\ilars was ieatured in

"Design '96: A Lesson in Excellence." The article was published in the lvlarch issue

o{ Learning By Design magazine.

Hayes Large Architects was awarded a new elementary school to design in 0hio.

John Missell, AIA will lead the design of the new 60,000 square fool structure for

Strongvil le City Schools.

-
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Baker Buildings has received a three-year, $500,000 a year contract from

the Allegheny Housing Authority to provide architectural and other professional services.

structural Engineering Gorporation adds a number of recent prolects t0 its project

roster: the senatorJohn Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History centet Alcoa corporate Head-

quarters, Aristech Corporate Headquarters, Allegheny County Jail Adaptive reuse, the new

Lazarus Department Store and Parking Garage, and penn Avenue place.

Accrss rHE pnoFEssloNALs
ADA, Inc. is a niche firm specializing in ADA & other accessibilit.v-related regulations. we
provide a range ofconsulting senices, combining the users'perspective rvith an in-depth, up-
to-the minute knowledge of the regulations. we offer design professionals creative and cost-
effective technical assistance, from concept through construction administration, to help ensure
compliance and usabilifir

our satisfied customers include: pNC Bank, oxford Development companv. The Galbreath
company, Michael van valkenburgh Assoc./pittsburgh cultural Trust, The pittsburgh Zoo &
Carnegie Mellon Llniversity.

ADA, lnc. is by Diversityworks

ty
Inc.

ContactJoan Stein, President and CEO, at

412 -26t -2 N)A (yoice/TDD )



AIAMUMBERS:

CoUMUNIcATE MoRE C I
oLEARLY

With Bell Atlantic IIWVEX Mobile os Uour cellular seruice prouider, you'll enjoU

o clear signal and superior system reliability. ,4nd you'll saue

moneg on Aour cellular phone bill, too.

PrrrsnuncH funrIME Rarns
Monthly Access ... $17.95

Peak Rate (Usage) ... $ .37lminute

Off Peak Rate (Usage) ... $ .l7lminute

No Activation Fee!

A $50 Souings.

AIA Usacn Drscouurs
100-199. 2o/o

200-299

300-499

500-799

5o/o

Bo/o

l0o/o

800 or more . .tIVo

Whether you olreadg haue a cellular phone or ore thinking about

buging one, you can start taking aduantage of this offer from

Bell Atlantic \VNEX Mobile now. Visit one of our communications

stores or call 480-2489 for o wireless consultation uisit in gour office.

NOKIA IOT
Only $39.99

Busnrnss Salns . Vorcn aun Darn . 480-2489

North Hills - 4930 McKnight Road, 369-8500 . Downtown - 2 PPG Place, 392-0300

South Hills - 2895 Banksville Road,571-3300 . Ross Park Mall -364-5041
Monroeville - 3828 William Penn Highway, 856-2300 . Shadyside - 810 South Aiken Ave., 687-6300

Indiana llall - 463-9036 . Westmoreland Mall - 830-9900 . Robinson Town Centre - 787 -4220

Butler - Moraine Pointe Plaza,285-2900

Department at 1'800-922-0204, toll and alrtime free. 24 hours a day, 7 davs a week. Have your mobi e telephone number ready. Proof of AIA membersh p rs requrred.

@ Bell Atlantic ]{YNE;Y- tVob i le

A Mobtle Serutces Joint Venture
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The top 7 O reasons to use llnion Carpenters
1. For over 100 years, we have been in the forefront
of the construction industry due to safety and good
work standards which get projects completed on
schedule with low insurance costs.

2. You are assured of a continuing supply of highly-
skilled, trained Carpenters.

3. We are involved in every phase of commercial,
residential and industrial construction in 33 Counties
of Western Pennsylvania.

4. We are a leader in the Affirmative Action Pro-
grams.

5. We will meet your project's scheduled deadlines
using the best quality craftsmen.

6. The Carpenters'Apprenticeship Program has
produced a long line of well-trained, proficient
craftsmen which graduate from a 4 year Apprentice
Program.

7. We offer advanced training to our graduated
Apprentices to upgrade their Journeymen skills
through credited courses at Allegheny County
Community College, keeping our Carpenters
abreast of changes in the industry.

8. We stand ready to assist in vital projects
providing craftsmen for nearly every construction
need, including Carpenters, Millwrights, Carpet
Layers, Heavy Highway Workers, Cabinet Makers,
Pile Drivers and Residential Carpenters.

9. We're in close cooperation with local business,
government and the Master Builders Association
and we look forward to a period of growth and
prosperity for Western Pennsylvania.

10. We have a staff of qualified Business Represen-
tatives and Organizers always ready to expedite
your firm's needs.

The Carpenters' District Council of Western PA
495 Mansfield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 o (412) 922-6200
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August 14, Wednesday
Prolessional Development Commitlee
Meeting, 1 2 noon at the Chapter office,

Carl Freedman AlA, 462-S300

August 20, Tuesday
Legislative Committee Meeting,
4:30 p m. at the Chapter office, Jim

Sheehan, AlA, 682-6008.

August 21, Ilrednesday
Public Belations Commitlee Meeling,
12 noon ai the Chapter oflice, Dewey

Nichols AlA.394-7000

August 26, Monday
Architrave Board Meeting
5:15 p m. at the Chapter office, John

Irilarri ne, AlA, 227 -6 100.

TARTHER AFIETD

July 24, Wednesday
Mark Zweig s "Revoiutionary Marketing"

seminar, Hyatt, Bethesda, IVD; B:30 - 4:00.

$295 for individuals, additional attendees,

f rom same lirm, $l95. For more inlormation,

(508) 6s1-1559

lllARI([IPI.ACI
F0R SALE: Thermal Plotter w/stand JDL

Express Plotter ll Best offer - call 338 0700

Franh llcCurrly, illA, -194-7000

AIA Pittsburgh welcanes three new nenbers this nanth

Robert Grubb, AIA
Lami.GrubbrArchitects

SCH00L: Carnegie Mellon University

SP0USE: Suzan

CHILDREN Alex, 10; Gina,8.

PAST PROJECIS: Union Switch

& Signal; tMine Salety

Appllances; 245 Fort Pitt Blvd.

INTERESTS: Renovalion,

tennis, Penguins hockey,

com puters.

C0IVIMITTEE INTEREST. Legislative

Ashral S. Shaker, Associate AIA
Ross Bianco Architects, PG

SCH00L: Cairo University, 1982

SPOllSE: lman 0 Shaker

CHILDREN: Sandra, 4

PAST PROJECTS: Hampton lnn

(Monroeville); single-family

houses (Egypt) and resorts.

INTERESTS: Computer

graphics, music. watercolor

pai nti ng,

C0[/l\/]TTEE lNTERESTS lnter ors. lVembershrp,

Communications, Professional Development

Thomas [. Landau, Prolessional Alliliate
landau Building Co.

SCH00L. Penn State-BSCEngr

SP0USE: Tracy

CHILDRENT Josh,18, Luke 16: Amy 22

PAST PR0JECIS: Pittsburgh Children's Zoo

INTERESTS: Boating, skiing

July 3, Wednesday
Committee ol Commillees Meeting,
12 noon al the Chapter oflice, 471-9548.

July 10, Wednesday
Prolessional Development Commitlee
Meeting, 12 noon al the Chapter office, Carl

Freedman, AlA, 462-9300.

July 12, Ftiday
CommuIicati0ns C0mmittee Meeting,
I 2 n00n at the Chapter offrce, 471 '9548 There

will not be an August meetinq.

July 16, Tuesday
AIA Pitlsburgh Board Meeting
5 p.m. at the Chapter office. Al members are

welcome, 471-9548. There will not be an August

meeting

July 17, Wednesday
Public Relations C0mmittee Meeling,
I 2 noon at the Chapter olfice, Dewey Nichols.

AlA, 394-7000

July 23, Tuesday
Legislative Committee Meeting, 4 30 p m.

at the Chapter office, Jim Sheehan, AlA,

682-6008

July 29, Monday
Archilrave Board Meeting
5.15 p.m. at the Chapter office, John l'/artine

AlA,227-6100

Please llote:
Commitlee on lhe Envitonment, will not

meet in July/August due to weekly Charrette

meetings. To participate call Gary Moshier, AlA,

231 -1500.

"'&&I
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People are nctiae,

resoarcefu/ beings

tilto need to

partiripote in tle
sltaping of tlte

eneironment in
orderfee/ a serse

of wort/t anrl

be/onging.

Se/f-rletenn inarion

turnu/ arclitecture

into o politictt/

prouss...7'lis

rleni erl tie orclti tect

ltis role tts a fonn-
gioer.

A fter altending the AIA sponsored West Hilts Com-

Ll munity Workshop: Beshaping the Begion-Ptan-

I I n;ng for a Sustainable Future. I am encouraged

t0 notice that "sustainability" is being defined as encom-

passir'.lg n0t only green architectural principles but also

historical and participatorial concerns Socio-cultural prin-

ciples such as these ensure the preservation and enhance-

ment of existing, or inherent, patterns and meanings. Dur-

ing Forum One of the Workshop, participants were asked

to define the most important rssues to be considered in

future development. Participants said they want to see de-

velopment thal enhances existing historical patterns-such

as rural, village and town patterns-that create economi-

cally self-sustaining communities and that reflect a true

participatory process from the start.

In an editorial called "The Paradox of Green Architecture"

(Progressive Architecture, April 1993) Thomas Fischer

cautioned the architectural communlty not to elevate envi-

ronmental considerations above social, cultural and aes-

thetic needs that together comprise the architectural prob-

lem. The response to the editorial showed that such cau-

tions do not play well with those who already supp0rt the

green movement, He explained to me in a letter that 0lder

architects who experienced, as he did, the myopic focus

on saving BTUs in the late l9/0s and 80s, responded well

to the piece. 0n the other hand, many younger people,

who see salvation in the environmental movement, wrote

to him in anger. "To them," he said, "l am a traitor, which is

worse than being the enemy."

At the cost of also being "misunderstood," I woutd like to

reiterate the same caution. Too often architects jump on

the bandwagon of the latest trend. This 0ften creates p0-

larized interests, products that show a misunderstandinq

of the very principles of the movement that created them,

and a denial of previous interests that had likewise been

born out of a need.

The last 25 years of architectural development are charac-

terized by a series ol mutually exclusive and fragmentary

movements. User-participatory architecture of the late
.1 

960s and 1 970s sprang from a rejection of the large-scale

visionary projects of the early 1 960s that lacked consider-

ation of the users. The self-determination of the citizen

participation movement, however, turned architecture into

a political pr0cess. This denied the architect his role as a

form-giver, as s0me0ne capable of bringing architectural

values to the process, The architect had, in essence, ne-

gated his own role.

The energy conscious architecture of the 1970s focused

primarily on the energy savings aspects of architecture. ln

most cases this was derived from technological advances

in "hard" energy efficient features, such as solar panels

and improved mechanical systems. Like participatory ar
chitecture, climatic architecture failed to integrate into its

designs the formal aspects of buildings. These neglected

aspects n0t 0nly include aesthetic needs, but also elements

that bear historical values tied to people's desire for conti-

nuity, or more simply, a sense of history.

While the historicist architecture of the 1980s addressed

the latter issue, its trendy development olten produced self-

indulgent pastiche. This melange showed ignorance of the

principles of its historical precedents and certajnly ex-

pressed disregard for the sensible energy saving lessons

learned f rom cl imatic architecture.

It is wise [o remember that architecture ultimately serves

society by creating environments that address or reflect

peoples'total needs. People are active, resourceful beinus

who need to participate in the shaping of the environment

in order feel a sense 0f t.vorth and belonging. As a species

we are tradition-bound. We evolve sl0wly and require a

sense of history or continuity as we pr0gress, We require

a mutually beneiicial relationship with the Earth, as re-

flected by green architectural principles. A sustainable ar-

chitecture that projects a more encompassing vision, such

as that developed in the AlAs West Hills experiment, must

integrate and formally express the lotai social, cu ltural and

natural reaiity of its context. 0nly then can architecture

enrich the inherent character of place and contribute to

s0cial. cullural and ecological sustarnabirity rrrrr^

Val Zaffa naved to Pittsburgh three yea$ agl fron New York City.

His firn, Zarro & Assactales.. Archilectural Desrgn & Research, is

l)cated 0n the South Side and specializes tn architecture for a

susta i n able env i r o nnent.

feature

$ocial, Cullural and tuological $ustainahility by Val Zarro AIA

One nrca or(rtitu(r, enczuroged lty AIA I'iffslturgils wcenl ('omnutni4,forttnt,
ar/z'ocotes.for a ntoru en('zru/)ossing e ision fnr tfie built et?ail'ottilteilt.
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"Kap in rnind that oar ais are

ltorl of u ru/lare anr/ not

i.roloted a;ent-r to suif our egos.

Bui/dings tole up sparc onrl

ileir.forms love soriol, cultural

ond enlogicol consequences trtat

till eitler itnpot'erish or enricl

//te afferted ent, i ro n m e n t. "
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Ualel'ialto Uat) C. Iarno, AIA

Zarro G Associates Arc/titecture Design G Researclt

Family: wife: Donna L. Backman Zarro; daughter: Greta L. Angela Zarro, 3.

Yearc in practioe: Three.

Education: BArch: Pratt lnstitute, NYC; D0ct0rate in Architecture: Royal lnstitute of Architecture, Stockholm, Sweden.

First iob: lVodei maker: lV. Paul Friedberg & Assoc Urban Design, Landscape Architecture.

Project you're proudest ol:889 Realty Inc ,889 Broadway, NYC-rehabilitation of an industrial building into an

artist/living loft cooperative

Building you would like to tear down: Not any particular building, but a lot of additions made to existing

buildings lt pains me t0 see the delacement of existing interior and exterior architecture, the resulting impoverishment

of architectural meaning and, ethically speaking, the lack of respect of the culture that is handed to us.

lf you hadn't been an architect, what would you have been?A doctor, following the same holistic principles

lhat guide my approach to archrtecture

ll someone made a movie of your lile, who would play you?Tom Cruise.

ll you could live anywhele in the world, wherc would it be? I have lived in enough places-NYC, Venice,

Stockholm, Seattle, Benvenuto, ltaly, Pittsburgh-to realize that every place has its uniqueness. I try to find it and

adjust my lilestyle to it

lilhat's the best parl ol your iob? Coming up with creative solutions that do a little with a lot.

What would you change about your job? Higher fees to be comparable with other professions such as law and

med icine,

IUhat's the most annoying thing architects d0? That s0me architects do? Superimpose preconceived ideas that

are inappropriate to the unique character and meaning 0f the c0ntext. Another is bidding the job low to get it, and then

hitting the client with a lot of extras.

Adyice to young architects: Keep in mind that 0ur acts are part of a culture and not isolated events to suit our egos.

Furthermore, buildings take up space and their [orms have social, cultural and ecological c0nsequences that will either

impoverish or enrich the affected environment. Buildings are not neutral

What's the one thing you wish they'd teach in school? A greater awareness of the previous question; an

integral or ecological approach t0 architecture.

Fayorite interior Hagia Sophia, lstanbul-you can literally feel yoursell de-materialize into spirit.

Favorite building: The Campidoglio in Rome by lVichaelangelo

Favorite city: Stockholm, Sweden-very successful integration ol urban culture and nature.

Favorite architect Michaelangelo-very successful in exploring and extendrng the inherlted Classica culture of

which he was a part

Fayorite Pittsburgh neighborhood: The South Side as it could be-a clearly def ined neighborhood, a well

maintained urban fabric, a strong sense of community, proximity to downtown, but with less fear of change needed to

achieve a more vital commercia integration.

Best gilt to give an architect: A great set of color pencils.

Wish list for Pittsburgh: Life 0n the weekend. As Gertrude Stein said about Aibany, NY: "There is no there, there,

there "

What's the next big architectural trend? Eco-sensitive architecture hopefully guided by a broader definition oi

ecology that encompasses social, cultural, and natural considerations.

You would like to be remembered: as a person that has made a contribution t0 the enhancement or enrichment of

our inherited culture

People would be surplised to know that: I d0n't dare tell you.

I belong to AIA because: I want t0 support an organization that is trying to enhance architecture.
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I 300 Bright0n R0ad, Pittsburgh, PA 1 5233

PH0NET 321-5400 FAX: 321-9823

C0NTACT: Paul R. Brid(]es

Con ne rci a I / C onstru cti o n m an ag e me nt
Exteilot / General / lnduslrial / lnletiol
nenovations

r J. R. BUl{l{ tlt0.*
P0 Box 243, Washington, PA 15301

PH0NE:223 82ll FAX:225-5990

CoNTACT: Jim Bunn

Conmercial / C1nslrucli0n management
I nd ustria I / I nteilot / ne novati lns

r BURCHIGt( CoilSIRUCil01t C0., l1{C.*
500 Lowries Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 1523/

PH0NE 369 9700 FAX:369 9991

C0NTACT: Joseph E. Burchick

Co m me rci a I / Constructi o n ma na g e nent
Genenl / lnduslilal / lnteilot / Benovati|ns

I F.J. BUSSE C0., rltc.*
1575 Noblestowf Road, P0. Box 8540,

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE:921 1231 FAX:921 9861

C0NTACT: John Paul Busse

C0mmercial / Exleilu / General / lndustial
lnteriu / Benovalions

r cAMER0t{ c0t{sTRUcTtol{ IID.*
180 N cho Avenue, Bldg. 1A

ft/cKees Rocks, PA 15136

PH0NET 331-i455 FAX: 331-/459
C0NTACT: David C. Peters, PE.

Co m me rcia I / Conslructi 0 n ma n a g e m ent
Exleriot / Genenl / lndustilal / lnleri0t
nenovations

I CBUMP II{CORPIIRATEO*

21 Yost Blvd , Suite 502, Pittsburgh, PA 15221

PH0NE 829'5100 FAX:829 5107

00NTACT Scott H Wardle

C on me rci a I / Con stru cti o n n a n ag e me nt
Exteri0r / General / lndusfiial / lnteil0t
Benovalions

r 0ictcc0 G0ilIRAcTtltG c0RpoRATlolt.
1005 Beaver Grade Road, Coraopolts, PA 15108

PH0NE;262'3540 FAX 269-6699

00NTACTSamuelE DCcco

Cqm n erci a I / Co nstru cti on m ana g e ment
Exleilor / General / lndustilal / lnteilor
nenovalions

I P.J. ITICI( IIICORPORAIED*

P0 Box 98100, Pittsburgh, PA 15227

PH0NE: 462-9300 IAX: 462-2588

C0fiTACT. Chuck Piyor

Co n me rc i al / Co nstrucli 0n m a na ge m ent
Exteri0t / Genenl / lndustilal / lnteriot
B e n ovali o ns / I nstituli on a I

. ltl e m be r of t h e lvl A ST E R B U I LD E R S' AS S 0 C I AT I 0 N.

I I
ALISIING0FAREAC1NTRACT)RSANDTHEIBPR1FESS|)NALSERVICES Toinctudeyourlirninthisdirectary.catlTanLavetpat 882-34/0.

I GEIIERAT IilDUSTRIES

1 5 Arentzen Blvd., Charleroi, PA I 5022

PHONE: 483-1600 FAXI 483-0990

C0NTACT Donald lvi I

C0mmercial / Exteil0r / General / lnduslrial
lnteilot / Renovations

r HABCHUGI( GO]ISIRUCI!0]{ GO., IilG.
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C0NTACT: David A. Harchuck
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General / lndustrial / lnleriot / Benovations
Residential

r T. E. lGltl{EDY, rilC.
1369 lVclaughlin Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15241

PHONE: 257-5994 FAx 257-8423

CONTACT: Tom or Lorie

Con ne rci a I / Conslru cti on ma na g e ne nt
Exleriot / Genenl / lnleilot / nenovati0ns
Residential

I I(USEVICH CO]IIRAGTITIG

P0 Box 95042

Plttsburoh. PA I 5223

PH0NE: 782-2112 FAX 782-0211

C0NTACT George Kusevich

Commercial / C1nstrucli0n nanagement
Exterior / Genenl / lndustial / lnteti0r
Fenovations

I tATIIAU BUItItIilG GOMPAI{Y*
9855 Rinaman Road. Wextord PA 15090

PH0NE:935-8800 FAX:935-6510

C0NIACT: Thomas A. Landau

Commercial / Conslructi0n management
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r MARCo C0ilTRACT0RS, tl{C.
377 Northgate Dr ve, P0 Box 515.

Warrcndale PA 15086

PH0NE:935-8160 FAX 935-8159

C0NTACT lvartin R. Smllh

Commercial / Construction management
Exleri0r / Genenl / lndusttial / lnleri0t
Benovations

I A. MARTrlil & G0., tilC.*
320 Grant Streel Verona PA 15147

PH0NE:828-5500 FAX:828-6488

CoNTACT; Angslo lvartini, Sr.

C o m m e rci a I / C onstructi on m an a g e me nt
Exteilu / Genenl / lntlustrial / lnteil|r
Benovations

I MISTIGI( COISTBUGTIOlI

1300 Br ghton Boad, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PH0NE: 322-1 121 FAX 322-S336

C0NTACI lV. Bobefi Mistick

C o mn erci a I / C Lnstruclion n an ag e me nt
Exteri0r / Aeneral / lnteilor / Benovations
Residenlial

r MostTEs c0]{STRUcTrol{ coilpAl{y*
4839 Campbel s Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PH0NE:923-2255 FAXI 788 1169

C0NTACT: lV. Dean l\.40s tes

C0 m n erci a I / Constru cti 0n m an a g e ne nt
Erterior / General / Highway / lndustilal
lnteilil / Renovations

r ilEtto Goltsnucilo]{ c0MPAilY
3 Glass Street Carnegie. PA 15106

PH0NE: 276-0010 FAX 276-8123

C0NTACT: Georoe Leasure

C om m erci a I / C \nslru cli| n m an a ge n ent
Exleilor / General / lnduslrial / lnterior
Renovations

I PETERS HOIOIlIG COMPAilY
9800 N/cKn ght Road Pitlsburgh PA 1 523/
PH0NE:366 1666 FAXI 369-9223

C0NTACT: lV. Raymond Hildreth

Commercial / C0nstruction managemenl
Exlerior / Genenl / lnduslilal / lnlerior
Renovations

r RECC0 C0BP0RAIt0t{
1 046 Plttsburgh Slreet Sprlfgdale PA 1 5l 44

PH0NE:274-2000 FAx T4 2AA1

C0NTACT: Bill Schwartz

C0m me rcial / Constructi on nanage ment
Exterior / General / lndustilal / lnleriot
nenovati ons / Residenlial

r REPAr C0]{STRUGTI0lt C0., llto.
2400 Ardmore B vd. Suite 400

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

PH0NE: 271-3700 FAX 2/1 -3866

C0NTACTBI PalmerJr

C0 nm e rc ial / C\nslracti 0n na nag e ne nl
Exteil0r / General / lnduslrial / lnleilor
Re n ovali on s / Resi d e nli a I

r R0ss & l(ElillEoY c0RPoRAil0il*
1 61 0 Babcock Blvd , P ttsburgh PA 1 5209-'1 696

PH0NE: 821-2424 FAX: 821-7850

CONTACT JOhI N BrOeren

C0 m m e rc i al / C onstructi 0n m a nag e me nt
Genenl / lndustrial / Benovations

0dd

r SIEVE[S pAtl{T01{ C0BP0RAT!oil*
5168 Campbel s Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PH0NEI78/-1995 FAX:78/-0554

C0NTACT: Alex Pociask, President

Construction nanagement / Genenl
lndustilal / Design/guild
Engineeilng & Pnlessional Seruices
Acid Btick / Specially Coalings

r IEoC0 G01{SrRUCTl0[ C0RpoRAil01{*
TEDC0 Place, Carnegie, PA'15106

PH0NE:276-8080 FAx 276-6804

C0NTACT: Barbara Franlz

C0 m me rci a I / Constructi o n ma na ge nent
Exterior / General / lndustilal / lnleri0t
Benovations

r TRAFATGAR HOUSE COIISTSUCTIt)N*
Suite 345,0ne 0liver Plaza, Piltsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE 566 5300 FAX 566 5323

C0NTACT: ltlark N4akary

Co n me rc ial / Co nstrucli on n a na ge me nt
Exleri0r / Genenl / lndustrial / lnleriot
frenovations

r uHt col{sTRucTt0}t c0., l]{c.*
P0 Box 8 4912 Vernon Dr ve

Allison Park. PA 15101

PH0NE:443-0600 FAX:443-/966

C0NTACT: Lisa Hengelsberg

C0mmercial / C0nstruction managemenl
Exteilor / Generul / lndustilal / lnterior
Benovations

r JOSEPH VACCAREITO JB,, Il{C,*
50 Arch Slreet Exl., P0. Box 663

Carneg e PA 15106

PHONE: 276 2755 tAX:276 7985

C0NTACT: Gary Dickinson

Conmercial / Highway / lndustilal
nesidential / Bulk Excavation
Sile Developmenl

r VOIPATT CO]ISTRUGIIOl{

c0RP0RATt0lt*
250 Curry H0llow Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236

PH0NE: 653-5454 FAX:653-5755

CONIAI]T: Raymond A Volpatt

C o n m e rc ia I / Constructi on m a na ge n ent
General / lndustrial / lnteriu / nenovali0ns

I ,
l:*lr l:t*i: ,t,.ll,:lli
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\TRT
WLLIAM R.
THORNTON
Ph.D., P.E.

Consultant
in
Acoustics
ancl
Noise

250 Shagbark Drive
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024
(412\ 265-2000

Turning this page
makes more noisc

than our heat pumps
and air conditioners.

Ductlcss Ceiling Recessccl Split Air
Conditioners ancl Heat Pumps

, *"flT:rFrP,Tf EL:gIIr?,,
COMFORT SUPPLY, INC.
l:r'Krsr)u l'r \e l':11sbr,rLr, IlA t::l:
rt:92t nr r f.r 1t! q:49!-_

DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY
HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

Pennsylvania
Traveler's Guide:
The Lincoln Highway
by Brian A. Butko

Giant coffee pots, stainless steel
dincrs, and an elephant museum.
The Lincoln Highway stil1 holds
surprises you won't
find on the Inter-
states. Pcnnsylvania
Traveler's Guide:
The Lincoln High-
way takes readers

from mountarntop
roadhouses to weed-
strewn bridges.
Thirteen maps and
over 300 illustra-
tions highlight art-
deco gas stations and drive-in
theaters, plus some of the route's
more interesting restaurants,
bookstores, and antique malls.

Available in bookstores for $15.95

Vahte
rrgh Excellence
wil:fl "'::$:ly:iilT:il"xTJ;*;f,",#::.'ffi'fi :H,l'0,,0"
inspired MBA contractors to establish the Building Excellence Awards,
showcasing their quality work to the business community.

Judging is based on how well the building team (contractor/ owner,
design profcssional) works together to enhance the owner's investment in
the project. We also advocate teamwork in submitting projects for this
award. You may get a call from an MBA contractor requesting input on a

pro,ect designed by your firm.
A flyer featuring color photos of the 1995 submissions appeared in the

Pittsburgh Business Times, Exectiive Report Magazine and Columns Magazine.lt
provided a great opportunity to promote the quality work performed by the
participating firms and further demonstrated that the owner's best construc-
tion value is found by using a qualified MBA contractor.

Cctll Ann Btllak qt 922-3972 for a copy of the 1995 Butlding Excellence
Fly* or a "1996 Call for Entries" btochure.

THE MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA (MBA)

@D

.:

PI1-ISBURGH

CHAPIfR OF



r ACffiilHElt Et{GlilEEBS, lilC. (wBE cert )

1000 Barksv i e BOad Pittsburqh PA 15216

PH0NE 531-7111 FAX: 531'4334

CONTACT Gafy L Van Ba en PE

fesfing & lnspecliqn / Civil / C1nslruction
C0nsulling / Envir0nmental / Ge0technical

r ATMES & ASS0C|AIES, lilC.
Four Triangle Drive, Suite 200

Export, PA 15632

PH0NE: 327-5200 I AX: 32/-5280
CONIACT Lewis W Ernest, PE,

Testing & lnspeclion / Blasting Vibnti1ns
Civil / Consulting / Environnental
Aeobc hn i ca I / Sttu ctu ra I / ha nsp o rtail 0n

r ASTORI]IO BRATIGH EIIGI}IEERS, IIIG,
221 totlPill Boulevard Pittsburgh PA 15222

Pl-i(]NE /65 1/00 FAX:4/l 5726

C0NTACT Patrickl Branch PE

Civil / Electrical / Mechanical / Sttuctunl

r BUBT HItL XllSAR RITTETMAIIII

ASSOCIAIES

400 [4rrcan C".rier B!1 er PA 15C0]

PHt]Nt:285-4/61 FAX:285-6915

iOl,lTACT Dir!,d B L namer PE

Electilcal / Mechanical

I Crult & EilVlR0l{[tlEllTAt
c0ilsuuAilTs, t1{G,

601 Holiday Drive, Foskr Plaza 3

Plttsburgh. PA 15220

PH0NE: 921 3402 FAX: 921-'1815

CONIACT Gregory P ouatchak, PE.

Testing & lnspecti0n / Civil / C0nsulling
Envi ron me nta I / Ge ote ch n i ca I

r GLAITMAI{ El{GI]IEEBIilG ASSOC., IilG
960 Penn Avenue, P ttsburgh, PA 1 5222

PHONE:26'1 4662 tAX:261-56i0

C0NTACT: Robert Rosentha

Consulting / Mechanical

r c0ltwAY Et{Gt1{EEBtt{G

Ln\iestment Bu id ng

235 4th Avenue, Suite 1 408

Pittsburgh PA 15222

PH0NE 765 0988 tAX: i65-2530
C0IJTACI Bob C0n!,!ay

Consulting / Etructura I

r D0ltsoil E]{GnEERll{G, rilG.
420 One Chatham Center PiltsburQh. PA 15219

PH0NE:261 6515 FAX:261 6527

C0NTACT: HerbertJ Brank ey

Consulting / Mechanical

I DOITER ETIGIl{EEBII{G, IilG.
345 Fourth Avenue, Suite 700

Pittsburgh, PA 1 5222

PH0NE:26'1 4745 FAX 261-3189

C0NTACT: Chuck Fedon. PE

Consu lting / Structural

ALISTING0FAREAENGIN?ERSANDTHEIRPRAFESSIANALSEBVICES Loincludeyourlirninthisdirectorv,calt flnLavetteatBB2-3410

I ETWOOII S. IOWEB CORPORAIIOI{
8150 P!:r! H qlr,,rar, Sl te 319

Pittsburqh, PA 1 5237

P|0riE 931 8BB8 FAx 354-Ell5
00NTACT: David F Ioller
C0nsu lti ng / Electil ca I / Mecha n i ca I
Telecommunications

r EilGI]IEERIlIG MECHAilIGS, IilG.
4636 Campbeils Rur Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PH0NE:923 1950 FAX: 787-5891

CoNTACT Daniel Grieco Jr, PE.

Blasting Vibntions / Civil / Consulting
Envircnmental / Geolechnical

I FIBSGHITG, RUSBARSIfi & WOI.F

EilGl1{EERtltc nC.
4240 Greensburg Pike Pittsburgh PA 15221

PHONE 2/1-5090 FAX: 271-5193

C0NTACT David Rusbarsky

Co ns u lli n g / M echa n ic a I

r GAt CoilSUtTAl{TS, t}tc.
5/0 Beatty Road. lvonr0eville PA 1514tj

Pnti,lE 856 6400 FAX 856 4g/0

C0NTACT Henry A. Salver

Testing & lnspecti|n / Blasling Vihruti1ns
Civil / C0nsulting / Environmenlal
Geolechnical / Struclunl / Transp0rtafion

r HERBERT, ROWLATIO & GRUBIC, IT{C.

215 Executive Drive. Su 1e 202

Crarberry Townsh p, PA 16066

PH]NE. 7l S- 47 7 7 F l\X. I I g-41 
1 1

C0NTACT James lV. Lopresti

Civil / Conslruction / Consulting
Envi ru nme nta I / SIru ctu n I / fra nsp lnafi o n

I HORl{FEGI( ElIGIIIEERIilG, IIIC.
1020 North Cana Streel, P ttsburgh, PA 15215

PH0NE: 781 1500 FAX: 781-5593

C0NTACT Rlchard W Petrie, PE.

C onsu lli n g / El e ctri ca I / ln stru n e nlali o n
felecomnunications

I L. ROBERT KIMBAII & ASSIICIATES

415 lvoon Clinton Road

[,tlocr To,lrship PA 15108

PHONE: 2ti2-5400 FAX 262-3036

C0IITACT lvlike Petie

Asbestas Ma na g e me nl / Env i ru n m e nta I
Site Assessmenls / lndo|t Ait luality
Lead Based Painl Managemenl
B a d o n Testi n g-M i ti g at i o n
I n d u stri a I Hy g i en e-Sately

r tARSEt{ Alilt tuowtG, lt{G.
E1{GI1{EEBIilG ABCHITEGTURE

c0ilsTBuGTt0lr
806 Penn Avenue. Pittsburgh, PA 1 5222

PH0NE:338-0700 FAX:338-0701

C0NTACT Charles P Haynes

Tesli n g & I nspe cli on / C onslru cti o n
C|nsu lli ng / El e ctri ca I / Envi run me nta I
M e cha n i cal / Te I e co n m un i cali on s
Etructunl

r [EilIIOII, SMITH, SOUTEREI

E}IGIIIEEBITIG

1 836 Broadhead Road

A iqr ppa PA 15001-4301

PH0NI: 3/8-3000 FAx:375 6950

CCIiTACI Danie S Giigan
Civil / Construclion / Consulting
Electrical / Environmental / Mechanical
Sttuctural / ftanspoilalion

I PEIER F. TOFTUS DIVISIOI{
Fich eay Engineers lnc 6585 Penn Avenue

Plttsburgh, PA 1 5206-4407

PHONE: 365-3457 FAX: 365-3304

CONTACT: Samlrel C. Lyon

Civil / Consulting / Electilcal
Mechanical / Sttuclunl
telecommunications

r cARt J. t01{G & ASSoGTATES

one Gateway Center, 5 West, Pittsburgh, PA '15222

PH0NE: 47'1'9100 FAX: 471 5468

C0NTACT Johr Wilhelm

El ectri ca I / le I econ n u n i cali ons

I MAZA El{GIl{EERIl{G

ASS0CTATES, rt{C

236 Cenler Grarge R0ad, Alirtu ppa, PA 15001

PFTONE /28,8110 rAX 728 B55g

(]oNTACT: Jacque ine K. Mazza

Civil / Clnsulling / Mechanical / Sttuclural
Transpoflation

r MEUGCI EilGtl{EEBtl{G, tlto.
409 Elk Avenue Carne0ie PA 15106

Pl-lONE 276-8844 FAX: 276-2960

CONTACI James B. FaIh. PE

Tesling & lnspection / Consulting
Electilcal / Mechanical

I MURBAY ASSOCIAIES, II{C.
413 Penn Avenue, Turlle Creek, PA 15145

PHoNE 823-2020 FAx 824,7302

C0NTACT Paul J. l\,4essineo. Jr

Testing & lnspection / Blasling Vibrations

Civil / Constructi0n / C0nsulting /
Env i rc n m e ntal / Ge olech n ic a I / Stuctu ra I

I POIYTECH, IilC.
T!!o Galeway Center Su te 620

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHOr'iE 355-2096 FAX 355 23/6

C0NTAOI IVichael C iVoore

Civil / Consulting / Electrical
Env i r\n ne nla I / M e ch a n i ca I / Ettu ctu ra I
hansportailon

r PRECrSt0r sctElcE &
coilsuril[G rl{c.
5 l\,4allard Cou(, Expo(, PA 15632

PHONE:327 7427 FAx 327-1428

C0NTACT Jay l\4cParlland

festing & lnspecti0n / Conslructi0n
Consulting / Eleclilcal / Mechanical

r RCF EI|GilEERS, l]{C.
Fourlh F oor, 209 Safdusky Street

Pittsburgh PA 15212

PF!0NE 231 5500 FAX 231 642/
CONTACT N/ark S. W0l1gana PE, President

C0nsulting / Electilcal / Mechanical

I SE TECHIIIII.(IGIES, ITIC.

98 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 1501 7

PHONE 221 1100 FAX:220 3003

C0NlACl Phiiip J. Damiafi

Testing & lnspection / Civil / C1nstruction
Consu lti n g / El ectil ca I / Envi run me nta I
Geotechnical / Mechanical / Struclural
Telecommunications

I SIRUGIURAL ElIGIl{EER!lIG GORP.

300 Sixth Avenue. Suile 300

Pittsburgh, PA 1 5222

P!l0NE:338-9000 FAX 338 0051

C0NTACT: Dennls A. Roth, PE.

Structural

I WIDMER E]{GIilEERITIG

805 L nco I Place Seaver Fai s PA 15010

PH0NE:847 1696 FAX:84/ 0419

C0l'ilACT Joseph H Womer PE

Tesling & lnspection / Civil / C0nsulting
Environmental / Geotechnical / Sttuctural
Ttansporlati0n
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flr*chilsrls' $unday'$B UmNE
Architects'Sunday '96 realized a prolit of $790 1or I groups: Atchitrave

and the Pitlsburgh Wellesley Club. Eight sparkling downlown architect s offices were toured on Sunday, April

14 by between two and three hundred people. A party lollowed at the AIA gallery. Many thanks to the

participating o{fices, the volunteers, and special thanks to Joe Cooper-Silvis of Think Tank Studios lor

donating his graphic art services.

While the main purpose ol the tour is to give the public a better idea of what architects do and where they do

it, the tour is also the chapters onty fundraiser for scholarships. lf there is to be another tour, it is t0 be hoped

that more AIA members will attend, 0r at leasl, aid the scholarship fund by purchasinglickels.-Betsy Martin, AIA

SUBItllIT Y0UR il0tlllt{ATl0il - AIA PitlshurU[ Chailen Awal'ds

r To recognize exemplary contributions made to the profession of architecture in the built environment by both

architects and non-architects. Last years winners were: Bernie Liff, AIA; Carol Brown, Pittsburgh Cultural Trust; and

Drue Heinz and Christopher l\4onkhouse ol the Heinz Architectural Center.

. AlAPittsburghChaptermembersmaysubmit nomineesbywritingabriefessaydescribingyourcandidate's

contribution to the profession. There is no registration fee.

o Recip ients of the awards shall be selected by the Board of Directors based 0n nom inations f rom C hapter members.

r Winners shall be announced at the Design Awards Ceremony on 0ctober 21, 1996

lhe deadline tot noninations seeking the Boardl consideration is Friday, August 23, 1906.

Please nail then to: Frank Mchardh AIA Pittsburgh, 211 llinth Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

UruominU lssues

The following is a preview of the feature articles

in upcoming issues of Colunns. We encourage

allfirms to submit projects for our portlolio

issues, or call if you think you have something

to contribute to a topic. We encourage members

to write articles and call with story ideas. When

submitting photographs please submit a self-

addressed stamped envelope for their return,

and write firm and project name on back of

drawings or photographs. The deadline for

submission is always five weeks prior to

publication date.

September-Ttavel sketchbook. Submit

your travel sketches, landscape drawings and

other architectural scribbles lrom far away (or

not so far away) places. A[S0: Fo low-up on

the Reshaping the Region Charrette.

0ctober-IBA

ilovember-Desi gn Awards

ur skills and reliabiliry in the

construction industry reach back

over 41 years, building a reputation
lor construction excellence and

integriry.
&r&x|m&&ee

'.rl

rffi

lt

IIt
at work on a number of major

including...
PA Turnpike Commission*

Office Facility

C-o-nsolidated Coal*

we look forward to
vours-



Architects: Ewing & Rubin General Contractor: Sahrista Development, lnc., James Dinert, president

Kolbe & Kolbe' pREMruM wooD wrNDows and DooRS
From products simple and economical,
to specialty creations of incredible
beauty, Kolbe's fine wood windows and
patio doors are the creative elements
for unparalleled architectural freedom.

As a company who specializes in
custom arrangements and whose
quality is absolute, Kolbe & Kolbe
manufactures ideas into spectacular
reality.

Kolbe & Kolbe windows are available in
both standard and custom sizes,
custom designs, aluminum clad or
maintenance-free K-Kron finishes in a
variety of beautiful colors with every
glazing option available, backed by a
20 year warranty.

For new construction or replacement,
commercial or residential applications,
Kolbe & Kolbe has nearly 50 years of
experience in fulfilling architectural
demands for uncompromising quality,
superior design and creative versatility.

Almzi

RECENT KOLBE & KOLBE
PROJECTS INCLUDE:
. Nevillewood Clubhouse
. Nevillewood Carriage Houses
. Nevillewood Private Residences (several)
. Southpointe Country Club
. Chestnut Ridge Condominiums
. Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
. Westminster Presbyterian Church
. D.T. Watson Rehabilitation Center
. Curry Senior Citizens Home
. Grace Manor Nursing Home

BUILDING PRODUCT CENTERS

Washington, PA
Washington
(412) 222-6',t0o

1-70, Exit 6 - 1600 Jefferson Ave
Pittsburgh
(Toll Free 412) 561-6610

lr/ctrlurray, PA
(412) 941-4800

Rt. 19 at Donaldson's Crossroads

Now in WEXFORD, PA
(412) 933-3220

Perry Highway (Rt. 19)
across from Wright Pontiac


