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Simply put, there’s no reason for
panic, or to consider dropping
your AIA membership. Any
activity for which you can state a
“learning objective” qualifies as
continuing education.
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burgh Development focuses on what's up and what's down
in downtown. lllustration by John Decker, Associate AlA.

For those of you who read your magazines

back to front (as | do), and you've just finished an hour
cuddled up with Columns (don't we all?), | think you'll be
pleased to know that you've just earned one AlA Learning
Unit (LU) to apply towards the 36 you'll need this year to
maintain membership in the Institute.

Early in December, hundreds of members of AIA Pittsburgh
received a letter from AIA President Skipper Post, FAIA.
His intent was to remind us that accrual of continuing edu-
cation credits has been set by us, the members, as a con-
dition of membership. (Judging from the number of phone
calls we got after this letter arrived, he scared you but good!)
Not only is continuing education a membership require-
ment, but several states (Florida, Alabama and lowa) have
imposed this requirement for maintaining licensure. As
there are eleven other states with similar legislation pend-
ing (including Ohio and New Jersey), you begin to view
the AIA CES program as a benefit of membership rather
than a burden. If and when Pennsylvania might impose
such a mandate, we will be tapped into a readily available
source of educational opportunities, and already be in the
habit of tracking our learning activities.

The actual acquisition of these Learning Units is easy. I've
always heard that architecture is “an old man's profession,”
meaning that every project involves new skills, and that
the entire career of an architect is one long learning pro-
cess. The daily activities of research, reading professional
journals, keeping up with relevant legislation, attending
box lunch presentations by sales reps, and mastering new
computer applications are all painless opportunities for
gathering credits. Other sources for gaining LUs are the
more formal seminars and classes for which you may pay
a fee, but which will also earn you more LUS per hour. The
tricky part is keeping track of the LUs and sending them to
National to be recorded. Included in this issue of Columns
is a copy of the Self-Report form that must be filled out for
each learning effort. Make copies of it, and get in the rou-
tine of recording your self-directed education.
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The most frequent question related to the AIAs Continuing
Education System is “How do | know how many units this
activity is worth?” According to Carl Freedman, AlA, Chair
of the Professional Development Committee, determining
this is easy too. On the back of the Self-Report form is a
series of questions to help you evaluate the Quality Level
(QL) of your learning experience. Essentially, passive learn-
ing (reading, listening) will earn one LU per hour, while
interactive learning (group discussion, college classes)
earns two or even three LUs per hour, depending on the
activity.

Carl also reminds us that 12 out of the annual 36 required
LUs must be in the category of Health, Safety and Welfare.
Loosely defined, this would be anything covered as a topic
on a licensure exam (structural, mechanical/electrical/
plumbing, contracts, codes, gtc.)

Simply put, there’s no reason for panic, or to consider drop-
ping your AIA membership. Any activity for which you can
state a “learning objective” qualifies as continuing educa-
tion. You can meet these obligations all on your own, or
take advantage of some of the programming offered by our
chapter for you professional development. Last year the
chapter committees offered several seminars and activi-
ties worth four to six LUs each, for an average cost of $5
per LU. Additionally, the thousands of hours of volunteer
time needed to operate AIA Pittsburgh will earn LUs for
those individuals who are gaining organizational and lead-
ership skills while generously donating their free time to
their professional association.

Speaking of which, as | put a lid on this terrific year as
president of the chapter, | reflected on all the accomplish-
ments of the organization, and the personal enrichment
the position has offered me. Now that | have conguered
this pinnacle and know more than | ever wanted to know
about the inner workings of the AIA, 1 am left with only one
burning question: how many Learning Units was this
worth? M



“ _ demonstrare that

, ‘nl, sustainable
eco mzc development is
esult of sound urban
and good

- ‘j: "Tzﬁé Dé@ntown Plan is a
 perfect opportunity to

from the top

n ] n n
“"Ilyl“g PF'"BI“IBS by Anne Swager, Executive Director

I finally gave in the other day and after

standing in the time planner section of Office Depot for 40
minutes mulling each and every type of time planner and
their many nuances, | bought one. | was forgetting phane
conversations, losing notes and feeling too disor-
ganized. My pocket is now some $50 lighter and |
bought one of the cheapest versions and | feel mod-
erately more organized. Everything is in one place
and | am keeping better track of what I've said to
whom, promises I've made and where | am sup-
posed to be next Wednesday at 3 pm. However, there
has been no magical redux of my work style. | con-
fess, I'am still so baffled by some of the pages that
I'have not filled them out. | ordered the free video
on what to do how and when but it has not arrived.
So, I limp along with a half used book and a nag-
ging sense of guilt that | should be doing this bet-
ter. My favorites are the pages where you list your
unitying principles, your personal life goals, and
your company goals. These pages have a lovely
little time-power insignia to remind you to make
the most of your time, a.k.a. your life. The assump-
tion seems to be that a state of bliss will be achieved
if every minute of your day is organized toward
reaching your goals. I'm quite clear on the overlying prin-
ciples that guide my life, and the way | try to achieve them
daily. I'd just feel silly writing some of them down. | don't
want anyone to look over my shoulder and see that I'm
trying to perfect my steering wheel drumming accompani-
ment to my favorite song, or that I'm going to try to be
more patient when my son Henry slams the door and asks
me for the seventh time, “why?”, when | don't answer him
the way he wants me to. After all, this is my book and if
some of my plans really are firmly in my head, all that
should count is whether | feel personally satisfied.

January is a big time for plans. 'm already making vaca-
tion plans. The AIA staff is reviewing work plans and goals
for the coming year. In the region, we're starting to see real
unified, focused hopes under the mantra of economic de-
velopment which in some cases are a result of plans and
in other instances will require more plans. The City of Pitts-
burgh Planning Department and the Allegheny Conference
on Community Development have launched a planning

process for the Golden Triangle called the Downtown Plan.
The Allegheny Conference on Community Development
has developed a Regional Investment Strategy in response
to the changing nature of the economy of the Pittsburgh
region. Simultaneously the Port Authority, PennDOT and
the City of Pittsburgh are planning major infrastructure
improvements. What's missing is a unifying comprehen-
sive vision into which all of these initiatives can fit. Hence,
the Downtown Plan was born. The mission of the plan is
to develop an integrating vision for the next phase of growth
of downtown Pittsburgh as it moves into the 21st century.
This vision is expected to provide a coordinating thread to
the many projects that are now being undertaken and to
provide a framework for prioritizing future projects. The
challenge is to get all the stakeholders to buy in and chan-
nel their energies towards a common end rather than their
own special agenda. | was particularly heartened to see
the emphasis the Downtown Plan process is putting on
strengthening the downtown area’s role as an economic
and social core. Implicit in the core concept is social di-
versity and what better place than the shared urban core.

There are plenty of opportunities to participate on the six
different task forces that have been formed to deal with
particular issues and how they relate to the whole. It's not
too late to join in and | have the complete list including
times, places and dates in my office but not in my time
planner. Feel free to call me for further information. This is
a perfect opportunity to demonstrate that successful, sus-
tainable economic development is a result of sound urban
planning and good design. Besides, there will even be
charrettes and lots of other fun ways to show what archi-
tects know best.

My hat is off ta the City and Allegheny Conference for their
newest planning effort. | have learned that it isn't just the
end result that counts. The process is just as important,
and in some cases maybe even more so. Writing this plan
down is also necessary. It puts everyone on the same page
and compliments each others efforts. | have high hopes it
will give us the focus to launch Renaissance 3. | have a
much lower expectation of those extra pages in my time
planner. | think they will most likely start the nex fire in my
fireplace. M
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Let's Tny this Again

Every year the fabulous Design Awards submissions turn the Chapter office topsy-

turvy. This year was no exception. Unfortunately, one entry, L.D. Astorino &

Associate’s Pitt Stadium exterior rendering, wound up upside down in the No-
vember Columns. Our apologies to this gracious firm. Here's a more detailed
look at just part of the interior facilities.

Congratulations to the following architects who passed
their licensing exam in 1996:

DAWN CINDRIC - Johnson/Schmidt Assaciates
TOM STANKO - Valentour English Bodnar
EDWARD KUNDLA - Johnson/Schmidt Associates
JOHN DECKER - Carnegie Mellon University
ANDY FORTNA - Jeffrey Wyant Kline

JULIE REKER - Lami e Grubb e Architects

 AABookstore: (800) 365-2724
~ AIA Membersmp {800) 242 3837
A National: (202) 626-7300

‘ A!AOnIme wwwataon!mecom 4
 CMU Architectural Archives: (442) 268-81 65
 CES Hotline: (202) 879-3089
‘; CES lntemﬁt conted@asa org

,; NCARB (292} 783-6500
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by Michelle Fanzo

15 trying to make the Golden Triang

All roads lead ro downto

hile politics, parking, financing, and negative

perceptions remain obstacles to some changes

in the Golden Triangle, the consensus is that
the climate for development has improved. The City,
County, Urban Redevelopment Authority, Cultural Trust,
potential residents, and developers are said to be exhibit-
ing a strong commitment to cooperate that was not evi-
dent as recently as a year ago. An area that is receiving
quite a bit of new attention in recent months is downtown
housing. Why the change?

“People who have been investing in downtown, like
the City and the Cultural Trust, realize they need to get
people to live downtown to make sure all the money
they've been pouring into the Golden Triangle doesn't
go to waste,” says Chris Lasky, of the Design Alliance
who has been studying the downtown housing situa-

Now a coordinated effort

tion for a year and a half. “I think [a revitalized] down-
town has the possibility of happening and happening
big, yet | think that Pittsburgh has also tried to catch a
number of waves in recent years and missed them.”

When it comes to downtown housing hesitancy is still a
key word, but many feel significant support exists to bring
a sense of community to the Golden Triangle. Bob Hurley,
Economic Development Manager for the City of Pittsburgh,
offers an optimistic picture of downtown development when
he discusses the retail, commercial, infrastructure and rec-
reational developments expected in the next few years.
Market rate housing, he feels, will develop as a part of a
revitalized and energetic downtown, both for profession-
als and for students who attend downtown schools. Inturn,
he and others expect support services, like food stores
and dry cleaners, will follow.

figurative center of the city as well.



Boutique shops, he adds, will open once the new Lazarus
department store is built, offering a variety of products and
goods not currently available downtown. The creation of
Fort Pitt Park (along the Monongahela) and the Cultural
Trust's Fort Duquesne Boulevard Park (along the Allegh-
eny) will add new public and recreational spaces to the
Golden Triangle. Hurley also anticipates a significant of-
fice building will be constructed in the next three to five
years as the demand for more, and more modern, office
space is approaching a level to support a new structure.

This demand comes from a trend in the growing number
of companies choosing to keep their businesses in the
city, or even returning to the city, instead of moving to the
suburbs. “There is a great concern about disrupting the
workforce—making people abandon public transportation
and deal with tunnel construction. It's a deterrent for a lot
of workers,” says Hurley. “Larger firms are paying more
attention to this now than in recent years.”

Compact City

We've been fortunate that downtown is such a confined
area,” says Michael Stern, Project Director of the Pitts-
burgh Downtown Plan, a group created to coordinate the
efforts of the many entities interested in downtown devel-
opment. “It's probably why downtown has survived as it
has.” Traditionally, downtown has been defined as Grant
Street down to the Point. Now, the Downtown Plan views
downtown as extending beyond the central business dis-
trict. “The rivers are probably the city's greatest assets,”
says Stern, “and they need to be seen as the heart of things
rather than as dividers.”

Coordinating development of the north and south shores
and well into the Strip, Stern suggests, can help the city
take advantage of more opportunities. While he feels a clus-
tering of large retail businesses outside of downtown would
hurt the downtown revitalization effort, he feels cultural,
recreational and entertainment venues on the shores cre-
ate linkages, energy, and spin-off opportunities. Other op-
portunities, such as hotel and restaurant development, are
also suggested by the $262 million convention center ex-
pansion, which will triple the city's convention space.

The Cultural Trust continues its work on the Cultural Dis-
trict, and is approximately half way through its 10 to 12-
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year plan to revitalize the Penn-Liberty corridor. Some of
the largest and most challenging components of that plan
are underway or will begin within the next year. These in-
clude the bi-level Riverfront Park, stretching 3,500 feet
along the Allegheny, Theater Square—the Michael Graves’
designed building on the corner of Penn and Seventh that
will be the new 650-seat home of Pittsburgh Public The-
ater, a 250-400,000 square foot office building, a central
park, and a parking garage with first floor retail and enter-
tainment space.

Obstacles to Tackle

While numerous projects are planned, there are still ob-
stacles to tackle for downtown development to have the
long term vitality and sustainability desired. Greater coop-
erationand communication among entities—from the zon-
ing board to the Mayors' office to the Allegheny Confer-
ence—is beginning to streamline the process. Yet there
are issues beyond granting variances and piecing together
support that many feel still need improvement.

These improvements center around a need for more ac-
tion, risk taking, still greater cooperation among develop-
ment groups, a better financing climate, and people living
downtown.

“Enough surveys have been done,” says Lasky. “It's time
to do something or miss another opportunity. I think there's
an enormous amount of potential to really see downtown
Pittsburgh take off, but people have to get beyond the petty
issues and realize this is good for the whole city. Everyone
needs to chip in and work together to make it happen. It's
not just about a few developers, or a few institutions.”

Lasky and others point to a need for the people who have
traditionally directed city development to trust younger
Pittsburghers and their visions of the city’s future. “I know
what a 30-year old wants in downtown housing,” says
Lasky. “But | wouldn't pretend to know what a retired per-
son wants.” A greater variety of people need to be em-
braced into the development process, he says.

Others ask the city to be mare discerning in its acceptance
of developments. A number of people, who asked that their
names not be used, voiced concern that the city is so ea-
ger to receive development proposals, that it is not enforc-

VThe rivers are
probably the city’s
greatest assets and they
need to be seen as the
heart of things rather
than as dividers.”
—MICHAEL STERN,

DOWNTOWN PLAN
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ing design guidelines or recommendations, or bows to
quickly to political considerations.

“The development climate in Pittsburgh has definitely im-
proved,” says Steve Nesterak, Vice President of Develop-
ment for Forest City Enterprises, the developer of Station
Square, Liberty Center and other Pittsburgh area sites. He
praised the Downtown Partnership and the City's new un-
dertaking of a master planning process, which includes
marketing and design aspects of development, among oth-
ers. “I think it was smart not to just focus on bricks and
mortar but on lots of pieces, like marketing to corpora-
tions. That's been missing in Pittsburgh.”

Nesterak, however, agrees that development activities could
be better integrated, especially with smaller projects.
“There's a tendency to focus on the next big project, while
there are smaller projects that aren't being connected with
other plans inthe same area. I've seen three different groups
planning different uses for the same spot, but they haven't
talked to each other. It's some of the smaller projects that
really give flavar to a city and they need to receive atten-
tion too.”

Eve Picker, Associate AIA, who is working on a downtown

loft project agrees. “I think the way to encourage reinvest-
ment is to do incremental projects. Little projects don't
make as big a splash, they're not quite as sexy, but they
are the leaders in the market. Someone’s got to go out there
andtry it. If itworks, there won't be a problem getting more
people to invest and reinvest.”

Cars and People

A shortage of parking is perceived as one of the most
tangible obstacles to development. “What people are say-
ing is there’s no fregparking,” says Stern. “The key to solv-
ing the ‘parking problems is making downtown a place
people want to be. Three dollars for parking is not a deter-
rent if you want to be there. People continue to go to the
South Side, Shadyside and the Strip and find places to
park or pay for a parking garage. They do this because
it's worth it. Once downtown has the same payoff, park-
ing in the evening will not be an issue.” More than
200 new street meters have been added to downtown
in the last year, and existing parking garages, as well
as the one the Cultural Trust will build, have many

feature

Rendering of proposed
Forbes Field I, by
Sallyann Kluz and
Gabriela Canamar of
The Downtown
Planning Project,
Planning Deptartment,
City of Pittsburgh.



spaces available in the evenings for downtown visitors.

Parking for people living downtown is a different topic,
says Picker. “It's a hard question because no one yet un-
derstands the market,” she says. “Will downtown dwellers
still want to put their chair out on the street? Can

Pittsburghers live without cars?”

Most people believe the market for living, shopping, and
going out downtown is young professionals. Picker, how-
ever, has noted a wide variety of people have expressed
interest in her downtown lofts, from young and established
professionals, to a couple near retirement who, because of
handicap needs, are looking to live on one floor. “We re-
ally don't know what the market is,” says Picker. “That's
part of why | advocate for small projects alongside the larger
projects. That's where you can take the risks and gauge the
market.”

Part of the problem with small projects is the time con-
suming pracess of filing and receiving multiple variances
for redevelopment of many downtown buildings. Another
problem is the high cost of installing elevators in old struc-
tures, which can increase square footage cost by $10-12
Public funding is needed to get the initial projects off the

ground, suggest a number of architects and developers.
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Picker suggests “an elevator grant”, while Dutch McDonald
of Edge Architects suggests packaging the renovations of
a series of older buildings where the circulation core can
be shared, creating a need for fewer elevators and new
stairways.

“If you're doing downtown housing without public financ-
ing, all you can get is 800 square feet for $1200 a month,”
says Lasky. “That just won't work. It really needs to be 1200
square feet for $800 a month.” To get the ball rolling, he
suggests special low interest loans from banks, design-
to-suit construction, or high-tech housing with Internet
hookups to reflect the new high-tech Pittsburgh.

Architect Assistance

It will take some creative solutions to overcome the ob-

stacles of redevelopment, but one of the most useful
changes could come from architects, says Bernie Liff, FAIA.
The number of variances needed for each site that is rede-
veloped creates a laborious process both for the devel-
oper and the building code board. A study of downtown
buildings is needed, says Liff, to devise broad guidelines
that would counteract so many individual code questions.

continued on page 19

“The downtown
housing market is
people who want a
place that works for
their lifestyle. I think a
good size space, 1000-
1500 feet that's
basically open, is what
will work. People will
create their own
environment. That's
one of the bonuses of
downtown space.”
—CHRIS LASKY, THE
DESIGN ALLIANCE

A large percentage of downtown buildings have a narrow

yet very deep Iayout ﬂrans not atlractwe to cammercial -

1 ' devalopment They are diﬂlcnlt spacas to reconﬂgure and

do not have much natural light, and have in many cases
fallen into deterioration because they are not kelng md
Eve Plcker, Assoclate AIA, has tam one of these
structures, 429 First Avenue, and is in the pmcessof .

ereafing eight 1800 square foot tnftspaces like tbe ane

, slmwn hera. She cltes a changing viawpaint dawntown as
‘having Imlped her make the project work.

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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Architecture Partners ...........

Husband and wife architects talk about being married, and
sometimes working hand in hand, with some one as particular
about details as they are.

here is this old-fashioned idea that the architect

is a 19th century Romantic genius who works

alone,” said Robert Venturi, AIA in a recent Ar-
chitectureinterview. “Butin fact, it is an intensely collabo-
rative effort.” More and more that collaboration is between
architects who are also husband and wife.

More women entering the field, combined with the general

increase in women in the work force, has altered the view 22 @ real turn-off on
of architecture as a historically male career path. Women ~ @@te @hen someone say.
who were a part of the first generation of females to enter ~ W/Aar's the big deal?
architecture school in large numbers are now approach- 125 just a building.””
ing mid-career, and making their marks on the built envi- ~ —/AY GLUNZ,

ronment. Some architects and watchers of the industry say ~ ASSOCIATE Al4

architects couple up more than other professionals, in great

part because of the demands of the career.

Rather than just providing a wider diversity of faces in the
office, the proliferation of husband and wife architects has
altered the work place in a number of ways. Many such

teams who work for the same firm find greater flexibility in

Suzan Lami, AIA and Bob Grubb, AIA (right) collaborated on
THE BREADBASKET, as one of their first projects together.
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their work hours, greater understanding in their personal
life for the demands of an architecture career, and stronger
levels of communication with their partners. Much of this
carries over to architects who do not work together,
but share a love of the field. “I don't feel guilty plan-
ning a vacation to look at buildings,” says Bob Grubb, AIA
of LamieGrubbeArchitects.

Columns talked to 15 architect couples about the benefits
and struggles of working in the same field, and in some
cases working together. Most couples met in architecture
school, though some met on the job. Only two couples
interviewed met through an alternative means (friends
and sports).

The vast majority of architect couples working together,
whether in partnership or at the same firm, did not plan to
work together. A few had even made a concerted effort not
to work together, fearing putting their eggs all in one bas-
ket was too much of a risk. Opportunities for collaboration
and partnerships emerged for most of these couples, who
then decided to give working and living together a try. Of
those working together, they most often described their
styles as complementary, building on each other's
strengths. Most architects describe the decision making
processes at work and at home as similar, with each part-
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Deborah Elliot and Chas Delisio, AlA
designed this private residence (left).

ner taking the lead in the areas in which he or she is stron-
gest or most knowledgeable.

For couples with children, the advantage of working to-
gether, especially owning a partnership together, was very
strongly supported. Currently, Charles Coltharp, AlAis able
to function as a liaison between home and KSBH Archi-
tects, where he and his wife Molly work, while she stays
home half the week to take care of their newborn son. Suzan
Lami, AlA agrees. “It's been really nice for us to take
turns and spend time with the kids on an odd holiday.
I don't know how families do it that don't have the flex-
ibility we have.”

A downside to working and living together, say some
architects, can be that you never get away from your
job as it becomes t00 easy to talk about work at home.
Ina smaller firm, says Mary Cerrone, there is the dan-
ger of spouses comparing themselves to each other
and causing stress on the relationship. It is also hard
to take vacations together when it means half the firm
is gone at the same time.

Other couples are content having separate work lives, yet
sharing the intimacies of understanding the demands of
being an architect. Specifically, couples talk about the joy
of being able to go out and behave like architects without

“Communication that’s

required in a mar-

riage—who’s going to
do what—carries over
to working on projects
rogether. They’re the
same kind of prob-
lems.”— CHARLES

COLTHARP, AIA
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Richard Forsythe, AIA, and
Jessica Forsythe AlA.

feature

held, add others. All these
defining characteristics lead
to architects seeking soul
mates that understand these
differences, partially ex-
plaining what some people
see as a high rate of archi-
tects marrying within the
profession.

Other members said they
did not feel architects were
marrying architects any
more than any other profes-
sion. Still others point to the
long hours, particularly in
school, where architecture
students’ schedules are so
rigorous that there is no

Ann Dunmire, and Andy Dunmire, AlA (Icft) designed their home together. time to meet people in other

worrying what the other person is thinking. “When we go

out to a restaurant for dinner, we'll ask things like, ‘who
makes that light fixture? We've actually turned chairs over
in public places to see who made them,” says Lami. “|
think this would probably drive another spouse nuts.”

Most couples have found collaborating on projects to be a
rewarding experience. While there is sometimes a struggle
over who will be the “Project Architect,” many members
spoke of the satisfaction of creating something with the
person they most enjoy being with. “We built a home and
an addition together, and it was fine,” says Richard
Forsythe, AIA. “The only problem now is explaining our
design decisions to our 18 year old daughter, who wants
to become an architect.”

At the same time, say other architects, working together,
particularly on design competitions, can cause tempers to
flare more than with a non-spouse partner because, says
Jay Glunt, Associate AlA, “between spouses there is no
pretense of civility.”

Being an architect defines your personality and guides
major decisions such as where to live, say other archi-
tects. Architects also hold views that are not commonly

departments as a reason for
architects marrying architects. “Our schedule was very much
dictated by the architecture courses, there was no time to
meet anyone else,” says Grubb.

The nearly 50-50 ratio of women to men in architecture
programs was another reason cited for the possible rise of
architect couples.

The benefits identified to being married to an architect in-
clude understanding about the profession, which can be a
very time consuming career, shared interests, and brain-
storming ideas. “What's good about being married to an
architect? | wouldn't have it any other way,” says Jessica
Forsythe, AIA, who built her own home with her husband
Richard. “Architects tend to be outgoing and involved, so
they get out with non-architects in social settings—so be-
ing married to an architect isn't insular." Yet a danger of
marrying an architect, Forsythe continues, is that they tend
to share two potentially volatile traits: procrastination and
astrong ego orientation (not in a negative sense, she adds).
“I can see how two people very much alike in those ways
could potentially cause problems for each other.”

Other concerns have centered on non-architects. As archi-
tects tend to talk about architecture, some members have
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CA

Jay Glunt, Associate AIA, and Kelly Orendi
Glunt, Associate AlA, collaborated on a design
competition entry for the Korean War Veterans’
Memorial.

Kevin Wagstaff, AlA, and his wife Mary

Cerrone, (not pictured) collaborated on this
Garden Screen Wall for their backyard.
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noticed it is difficult to go out in groups with some spouses
who are not architects, as they feel left out.

In comparing dating non-architects to architects, same ca-
reer partners receive higher marks from most people in-
terviewed. “It's a real turn-off on a date when someone
says, ‘What's the big deal? It's justa building,” says Glunt.
Others say dating non-architects has expanded their world
view, but there can be downsides to marrying a non-archi-
tect too. There are some architects married to non-archi-
tects, says Kevin Wagstaff, AIA, “and these spouses want
to do the most awful things to their homes.”

While some couples who work as partners point to their
complementary strengths as the reason they enjoy work-
ing together, others say it is the strength of communicat-
ing that comes from marriage that assists them most in
working together. “Chas (DeLisio) and | don't agree a
lot of times on projects,” says Deborah Elliott. “Be-
cause we are married, we already know how to deal
with each other and it is an advantage when we don't
agree in the office realm.” Elliott also noted that many
of their residential clients, who are couples, prefer to
work with an architect couple.

DeLisio and Elliott feel partnership of married architects
can be an exceptional experience if both people are inter-
ested. ‘I would advise people that there will be things that
come out in your relationship because you work with them
and see another side of them, and this can be good or not
s0 good,” says Elliott. “You really can't separate work and
home,"” adds DeLisio. “Once you're in you're in. You can't
go home and pretend you don't work together.”

“As a couple, we're very complimentary,” says Ann
Dunmire. “Andy's the one that always says it's going to
cost too much. | always say yeah, but it'll be so neat! |
think our styles are similar, which probably comes from
being in school together. There’s a tendency of people you
go to school with to have similar architecture philosophies
and approaches.”

As an architect,” says Andy Dunmire, AIA, “You have a
tendency to be a little bit of a cocky-eyed optimist us-
ing a nuts and bolts way to get there. You try to come
up with the best solution. How to do it and the details
to make it happen are intertwined. It's great to share
that with someone.” M
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Ghanging Public Perceptions:

Some Practical Opportunities

n November Columns, Maureen Guttman, AIA stressed

the need for architects to change public perceptions,

play more visible roles as problem solvers and build
bridges between communities. The Community Design
Center of Pittsburgh (an independent non-profit that en-
courages the use of design in community revitalization)
offers practical opportunities to do just that—while also
generating more work for architects in the long-run.

Design Fund-1997 Request for Qualifications.
Through its Design Fund, the CDCP makes funds avail-
able to help Pittsburgh's community-based organizations
hire architectural, landscape architectural, and other plan-
ning services at the earliest stages of revitalization projects.
This early assistance is small ($500 to $10,000) but it sets
design direction and helps determine whether or not a
project will go ahead.

To be eligible for projects, firms need to provide the CDCP
with qualifications information. During January, we'll send
out a RFQ Packet. If you are not currently on our list of
eligible firms, we encourage you to participate. If you are
onour list, please make sure your materials are up to date.

The CDCP's Design Review Committee short-lists firms
for final selection by community-based organizations. As
part of that process, we make visits to familiarize ourselves
with firms we know less well. Let us know if you would like
a visit.

Renovation Information  Network—Architecture
and the Average Homeowner. Almost 60 architects
and intern architects now participate in the CDCP’s Reno-
vation Information Network. For a token fee, the program
provides Pittsburgh homeowners with consultations—not
drawings and specifications—to help plan effective, sen-
sitive home renovations.

by Hugh Hachmeister, AIA, Community Design Center of Pittsburgh, Design Review Committee Chair

feature

The 32-unit New Birmingham development on the South Side is just one of
eight Design Fund projects that progressed from schematic design to
construction in 1996, collectively valued at $8 million.

Architect: Perkins Eastman Architects

Developer: South Side Local Development Corporation/Alton Properties

Some participating homeowners—who never would have
contemplated working with an architect—qo on to hire
one. Additionally, the Network helps preserve Pittsburgh's
architectural character. Last year, for instance, one con-
sultation prevented a homeowner from covering a
Scheibler-designed residence with perma-stone

Building Communities and Public Image. To par-
ticipate in the Renovation Information Network or get in-
volved with Design Fund projects, please call the CDCP at
391-4144.1t's a practical way to build Pittsburgh's neigh-
borhoods, the visibility of architects and, ultimately, your
own business. i

PHOTO BY REBECCA FLORA



breaking ground

Kudos

——» Perkins Eastman Architects PC has received a Grand Award for Fox
Way Commons on Pittsburgh’s South Side in the National Builder's Choice Competition.

From the Firms
Ligo Architects has been awarded design contracts for a four-practice

medical office complex in New Bern, NC. The $2 million project also includes site devel-

opment and interior design responsibilities. Ligo Architects also recently completed the
Corporate Office Building for Allegheny Valley School in Coraopalis Heights, and has
started construction on the Corporate Offices for Electralloy Steel in Oil City.

A newly renovated facility for the Carnegie Mellon Child Center is being designed by
Perkins Eastman Architects PC. The facility will become an international demonstra-
tion site for environmental education. Perkins Eastman is currently working on renova-
tions of St. Paul’s Baptist Church in Pt. Breeze, and a Downtown Revitalization Strategy for
West Newton, PA.

Maoira E. Breen, AIA has recently joined the staff of Radelet McCarthy, Architects
and Interior Designers. She received her Masters in Architecture from the University of
Maryland.

Cail for Volunteers

L The Chapter needs architects to volunteer to staff our booth at the Home &
Garden Show. Dates: March 7-16, 1997. Call the Chapter office at 471-9548, if interested.

MARKETPLACGE

FOR SALE: 1995 CALCOMP TECHJET 720 INKJET PLOTTER with 8mb
memory, 24" roll feed, and stand. Easy to use. Perfect for a smaller firm.
Like new $1,250 or best offer. Call The Hayes Design Group

(412) 343-6116.
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Upcoming Symposium

——> THE LEGACY OF JAMES D. VAN TRUMP, Friday, March 21, 1997,
9-12:30 a.m. Frick Fine Arts Auditorium, University of Pittsburgh. James D.
Van Trump, teacher and activist on behalf of Pittsburgh’s architecture and urban fabric, will
be commemorated along with the presentation of three architecture lectures. Mr. Van Trump,
who had written and taught widely on Pittsburgh’s unique built environment, died in 1995
at the age of 87. Speakers will be: Margaret Henderson Floyd, Professor of Architectural
History and American Art, Tufts University, speaking on “The Heart of American Architec-
ture: Regionalism Beyond the Veil of Style;” Franz Schulze, Professor of Art History, Lake
Forrest College, will speak on “Notes on the Art of Architectural Criticism;” and David
Delong, Professor of Architecture, University of Pittsburgh, will speak on “The Place of
History in Historic Preservation.”

Contact Anne Weis at the University of Pittsburgh for more information: (412)648-2405;
E-mail: Weis+@pitt.edu.

Sponsored by: The Heinz Architectural Center, Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Founda-
tion, Friends of Frick Fine Arts of the University of Pittsburgh.

Competition

L THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTURAL PERSPECTIVISTS an-
nounces its architecture drawing competition, Architecture in Perspective 12, with
two categories of entry: Informal Sketches and Formal Presentation Drawings. Cho-
sen entries will comprise a traveling exhibit that will premiere in Memphis, TN and
tour for one and a half years. All entries must be received by January 17, 1997.
Entrants may obtain more information and a submission form by writing or calling:
American Society of Architectural Perpsectivists, 52 Broad St., Boston, MA 02109-
4301; phone (617)951-1433 x225.
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Membership Committee

Frank McCurdy, AIA, 394-7000
AlA Pittsburgh welcomes two new members:

Cas Pellegrini, AIA
Poli & Cuteri Architects, Inc.
SCHOOL: Carnegie Mellon University

SPOUSE: Beth
CHILDREN: C.J. IV, 2 years old

PAST PROJECTS: Summit Bank, Sheraden & Oakland
Senior Centers, Warrington Rec. Center

INTERESTS: Sculpture, painting, hiking, golf

COMMITTEE INTEREST: Legislative, Education/Profes- A
sional Development (%

Sarah D. Drake, AIA

Bohlin Cywinski Jackson

SCHOOL: North Carolina State

SPOUSE: John E. Drake

INTERESTS: AIA/CMU, Design Awards and Programs/Exhibits committees

- new AIA members. Attend meetings with new
~members and show them the ropes. Recruit

~ new members for AIA
 committees, or just

AIA PITTSBURGH
WANTS YOU!

We Need Mentors! o
AlIA Pittsburgh wants you to be a mentor for

introduce them to

other AIA members
and architects.
It’s American, it’s patriotic,
and your Membership

Committee needs you!
Call the Chapter office
for enlistment papers,
or contact

Frank McCurdy

at 394-7000.

THE BOLD LOCK

' KOHLER.

See our extensive display of plumbing products for the

kitchen and bath, including the cast iron Vintage™
Bath. Quality you’d expect from Kohler.

THE REPUTATION OF

Crescent Supply @

Crescent Supply has served local design
professionals for nearly 45 years. Our
Pittsburgh showroom features 6,000
square feet of quality bathroom and
kitchen products with experienced, full-
time personnel to assist you and your
clients in new construction and renovation.

412 782-3300

6301 Butler Street, Pittsburgh
Under the Robert D. Fleming (62nd Street) Bridge
Showroom hours 9-5 M-F, Wednesdays to 8, Saturday 10-2




Fisler

NURSERIES

@ 400 Acre Nursery

e Complete Selection of
Plants and Related Items for
any Commercial Installation

e Planting and Transplanting
of Mature Trees

e Full Range of Landscape
Contracting Services

Since 1926, Eisler Nurseries has been serving
design, construction and corporate facility clients
with a highly professional, service-oriented ap-
proach. We deliver projects on-time and on-
budget, and use “home-grown” products to offer
superior quality at a competitive price.

A Certified WBE
Represented by Diversityworks

Eisler Nurseries, Inc.
P.O. Box 465
Route 422
Prospect, PA 16052
(412) 865-2830
Fax: (412) 865-9018

WRT

WILLIAM R.
THORNTON
Ph.D., PE.

Consultant
in
Acoustics
and

Noise

250 Shagbark Drive
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024
(412) 265-2000

AIARA ACTIVITIES

January 3, Friday

Communications Committee Meeting,
noon at the Chapter office, 471-9548.

January 6, Monday

Committee of Committees Meeting
noon at the Chapter office, 471-9548.

January 7, Tuesday

AlA Pittsburgh Board Meeting
5 p.m. at the Chapter office. All members are
welcome, 471-9548.

January 8, Wednesday

Professional Development Committee
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office, Carl
Freedman, AIA, 462-9300.

January 9, Thursday

Committee on the Environment, 5:15 p.m.
atthe Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA,
231-1500.

January 21, Tuesday
Legislative Committee Meeting,

4:30 p.m. at the Chapter office, Jim Sheehan, AIA,

682-6008.

February 7, Friday

Communications Committee Meeting,
noon at the Chapter office, 471-9548.

February 11, Tuesday

AIA Pittsburgh Board Meeting
5 p.m. at the Chapter office. All members are
welcome, 471-9548.

February 12, Wednesday

Committee of Committees Meeting
noon at the Chapter office, 471-9548.

February 12, Wednesday

Professional Development Committee
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office, Carl
Freedman, AIA, 462-9300.

February 13, Thursday

Committee on the Environment, 5:15p.m.
atthe Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA,
231-1500.

February 18, Tuesday
Legisiative Committee Meeting,

4:30 p.m. at the Chapter office, Jim Sheehan, AlA,

682-6008.

February 20, Thursday
Town Meeting, 5:30 p.m. at Heaven,

RSVP to Chapter office by February 13, 471-9548.

Columns January 1997 17

CALENDAR

AROUND TOWN

January 14, Tuesday

CSl, Pittsburgh Chapter meeting:
Preservation and Renovation of The
Allegheny County Jail, with speaker
Fred Watts, AIA, Project Manager with

IKM, Inc., drinks at 6 p.m., dinner ($20) at
6:30 p.m., program at 7:30 p.m., at the
Wyndham Garden Hotel, Pittsburgh Airport.
(all 823-5063 for reservations by

Friday, Jan. 10.

January 15 Wednesday

SMPS Meeting: Construction Seminar.
Rivers Club, One Oxford Center; registration
11:30 a.m., lunch at noon, program

12:30 p.m. For more information or to RSVP,
call Paul Messineo, Jr. at (412) 823-2020 or
fax him at 824-7302.

January 23, Thursday

Frank Lloyd Wright Lecture by Neil
Levine of Harvard University. At Frick Fine
Arts Auditorium, University of Pittsburgh,
4 p.m. A reception follows. This event is
free and open to the public. Call 648-2400
for more information.

February 19, Wednesday

SMPS Meeting: Humor in Presentations.
Rivers Club, One Oxford Center; registration
11:30 a.m., lunch at noon, program

12:30 p.m. For more information or to RSVP,
call Paul Messineo, Jr. at (412) 823-2020 or
fax him at 824-7302.

February 26, Wednesday

AIA/CMU/HEINZ Lecture Series,
Claudia Zazzaro, Cornell Art Historian,
speaks on “Arts of Reform and Persuasion”,
Carnegie Institute Museum of Art Theater
at6p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 21, Friday

The Legacy of James D. Van Trump;
9-12:30 a.m., Frick Fine Arts Auditorium,
University of Pittsburgh. Contact Anne Weis
at the University of Pittsburgh for more
information: (412) 648-2405.



AIA MEMBERS:
COMMUNICATE MORE CLEARLY!

With Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile as your cellular service provider, you'll enjoy
a clear signal and superior system reliability. And you'll save

money on your cellular phone bill, too.

PITTSBURGH AIRTIME RATES AIA UsAGE DI1SCOUNTS

Monthly Access .. $17.95 100-199............ 2%

Peak Rate (Usage) ... $ .37/minute 200-299............

Off Peak Rate (Usage) ... $ .17/minute 300-499............
500-799 ...........

No Activation Fee!
A 325 Savings.

Whether you already have a cellular phone or are thinking about buying one,
you can start taking advantage of this offer from Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile
now. Visit one of our communications stores or call 480-2489 for a

wireless consultation visit in your office.

BUSINESS SALES ® VOICE AND DATA o 480-2489

North Hills — 4930 McKnight Road, 369-8500 ¢ Downtown — 2 PPG Place, 392-0300
South Hills — 2895 Banksville Road, 571-3300 ® Ross Park Mall — 364-5041 e Century III Mall - 655-8850
Monroeville — 3828 William Penn Highway, 856-2300 ¢ Shadyside — 810 South Aiken Ave., 687-6300
Indiana Mall - 465-1040 e Westmoreland Mall — 830-9900 * Robinson Town Centre — 787-4220
Butler — Moraine Pointe Plaza, 285-2900 ¢ Beaver Valley Mall — 775-2866
South Hills Village - 835-2102 ¢ Uniontown Mall — 425-0167 e Franklin Mall (Washington) — 228-5933

A new two-year contract with Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile is required, and a $175 early termination fee applies. This offer is subject to the AlIA/Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile agreement.
Roaming, toll and long distance charges not included in the above rates. If you are a current Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile customer and would like to change your price plan, call our Customer
Service Department at 1-800-922-0204, toll and airtime free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Have your mobile telephone number ready. Proof of AIA membership is required.

@ Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile
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“This study would provide a set of standards that people could build upon without having
to get special permission for each project. It needs to happen soon though,” he adds, “for
it should dovetail with the new zoning code.” Lack of funding has held up the project so
far. If funding is found, Liff suggests hiring local architects to do the study.

McDonald agrees that a new code is needed, and encourages architects to lobby the zon-
ing and building code boards to establish a more readily usable code, especially for resi-
dential use. David DeSimone, Real Estate Development Director for the Cultural Trust,
feels interested architects can assist the development process “by taking a building that
no one’s been able to do anything with and devise a plan for development.”

Others suggest architects should continue public education efforts, like last spring’s Re-
shaping the Region charrette, to encourage well-designed development, both in land-use
as well as material choices and aesthetic appearance. A number of architects have taken
the initiative and are active in the Downtown Plan task forces, particularly in the areas of
housing and urban design. Stern and others encourage architects to add their voices to
the development process in these and other forums.

ur skills and reliability in the

construction industry reach back
over 45 years, building a reputation
for construction excellence and
integrity.

Today, our experience and resources
are at work on a number of major
assignments including...
M PA Turnpike Commission—
- Western Office Facility
B Washingron County Airport
M Bon Air Elementary School
B Consolidated Coal-
Bailey Mine Faciliti ' e
Nabisco Plant Addi
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Liberty Avenue. /llustration courtesy of The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust.

1R

i K, Bethel Park
O, Giulio Torriero.

“A dedication to his memory

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
3 Glass Street ® Carnegie, Pennsylvania 15106 * 412/276-0010  FAX 412/276-8123

* Project Architect: Johnson/Schmidt and




CONTRACTORS’

A LISTING OF AREA CONTRACTORS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410.

W BRIDGES

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PHONE: 321-5400 FAX: 321-9823

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W J. R. BUNN, INC.”

P.0. Box 243, Washington, PA 15301

PHONE: 223-8211  FAX: 225-5990

CONTACT: Jim Bunn

Commercial / Construction management
Industrial / Interior / Renovations

W BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.*
500 Lowries Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PHONE: 369-9700  FAX: 369-9991

CONTACT: Joseph E. Burchick

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations

H BURNS & SCALO ROOFING CO., INC.
400 Bursca Drive, Suite 402, Bridgeville, PA 15017
PHONE: 221-6300  FAX: 221-6262

CONTACT: Jack F. Scalo, President

Commercial / Industrial / Residential
Roofing sheetmetal / Architectural panels

W F.J. BUSSE CO., INC.”

P.0. Box 8540

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 921-1231  FAX: 921-9861

CONTACT: John Paul Busse

Commercial / Exterior / General / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

W CAMERON CONSTRUCTION, LTn.”
180 Nichol Avenue, Bldg. 1A

McKees Rocks, PA 15136

PHONE: 331-7455  FAX: 331-7459

CONTACT: David C. Peters, PE.

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W CMI GENERAL CONTRACTORS, INC.
9800 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PHONE: 369-9220  FAX: 369-9223

CONTACT: Doug Gawronski

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

B CRUMP INCORPORATED”

21 Yost Blvd., Suite 502, Pittsburgh, PA 15221
PHONE: 829-5100 FAX: 829-5107

CONTACT: Scott H. Wardle

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W DiCICCO CONTRACTING CORPORATION™
1005 Beaver Grade Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108
PHONE: 262-3540  FAX: 269-6699

CONTACT: Samuel E. DiCicco

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W DICK CORPORATION™

900 U.S. Route 51, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
PHONE: 384-1320  FAX: 384-1215

CONTACT: John R. Bonassi

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

M P.J. DICK INCORPORATED”

P.0. Box 98100, Pittsburgh, PA 15227

PHONE: 462-9300 FAX: 462-2588

CONTACT: Chuck Pryor

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations / Institutional

B GENERAL INDUSTRIES

15 Arentzen Blvd., Charleroi, PA 15022

PHONE: 483-1600  FAX: 483-0990

CONTACT: Donald Ivill

Commercial / Exterior / General / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

B HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
122 Kerr Road, New Kensington, PA 15068
PHONE: 339-7073  FAX: 339-7076

CONTACT: David A. Harchuck

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

H KACIN, INC.

795-22 Pine Valley Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15239
PHONE: 327-2225 FAX: 733-5993

CONTACT: Jeffrey D. Ferris

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations
Residential

B T. E. KENNEDY, INC.

1369 McLaughlin Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15241
PHONE: 257-5994  FAX: 257-8423

CONTACT: Tom or Lorie

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations
Residential

H KUSEVICH CONTRACTING

P.O. Box 95042,

Pittsburgh, PA 15223

PHONE: 782-2112  FAX: 782-0271

CONTACT: George Kusevich

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

*Member of the MASTER BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION.

M LANDAU BUILDING COMPANY ™

9855 Rinaman Road, Wexford, PA 15090

PHONE: 935-8800 FAX: 935-6510

CONTACT: Thomas A. Landau

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations

B MARCO CONTRACTORS, INC.

377 Northgate Drive, PO Box 515,

Warrendale, PA 15086

PHONE: 935-8160  FAX: 935-8159

CONTACT: Martin R. Smith

Commercial / General Contractors
specializing in Retail Build Outs / Interior
Renovations

B A. MARTINI & CO., INC.”

320 Grant Street, Verona, PA 15147

PHONE: 828-5500 FAX: 828-6488

CONTACT: Angelo Martini, Sr.

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

B MISTICK CONSTRUCTION

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PHONE: 322-1121  FAX: 322-9336

CONTAGT: Robert Mistick

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations
Residential

W MOSITES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY *
4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 923-2255 FAX: 788-1169

CONTACT: M. Dean Mosites

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

I NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

3 Glass Street, Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 276-0010  FAX: 276-8123

CONTACT: George Leasure

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W RECCO CORPORATION

1046 Pittsburgh Street, Springdale, PA 15144
PHONE: 274-2000  FAX: 274-2001

CONTACT: Bill Schwartz

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations / Residential

H REPAL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
2400 Ardmore Blvd., Suite 400,

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

PHONE: 271-3700  FAX: 271-3866

CONTACT: Bill Palmer, Jr.

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations / Residential

B ROSS & KENNEDY CORPORATION™
1610 Babcock Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15209-1696
PHONE: 821-2424  FAX: 821-7850

CONTACT: John N. Broeren

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Renovations

B STEVENS PAINTON CORPORATION™
5168 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 787-1995  FAX: 787-0554

CONTACT: Alex Pociask, President
Construction management / General
Industrial / Design/Build

Engineering & Proft | Services
Acid Brick / Specialty Coatings

B TEDCO CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION™
TEDCO Place, Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 276-8080  FAX: 276-6804

CONTACT: Ted Frantz

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

B TRAFALGAR HOUSE CONSTRUCTION ™
Suite 345, One Oliver Plaza, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 566-5300  FAX: 566-5323

CONTACT: Mark Makary

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W UHL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.”

P.0. Box 8 — 4912 Vernon Drive

Allison Park, PA 15101

PHONE: 443-0600  FAX:443-7966

CONTACT: Lisa Hengelsberg

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W JOSEPH VACCARELLO, JR., INC.*
50 Arch Street Ext., P0. Box 663

Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 276-2755 FAX: 276-7985
CONTACT: Gary Dickinson

Commercial / Highway / Industrial
Residential / Bulk Excavation

Site Development

B VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION
CORPORATION™

250 Curry Hollow Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
PHONE: 653-5454  FAX:653-5755

CONTACT: Raymond A. Volpatt

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations
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The AIA/MBA Joint Committee recommends:

The Use of Alternates
Should Be Avoided

If it is determined that alternates are a must:

e Use only deductible alternates
e List alternates in priority sequence

e Select alternates based upon the priority list wecommendation c-3) AlA
MBA

Preparation of alternate bids requires effort on the part of the design professional _
and contractor. In many cases, confusion results. Minimizing the number of g&mﬁ\émﬁg;e ol
alternates minimizes bid preparation mistakes, facilitating the start of an efficient, | 104 membersand 10

cost-effective job. Master Builders Association
(MBA) representatives,
For further insight on this or other recommendations, or for a complimentary meets monthly to review
copy of the ATA/MBA Joint Committeee’s “ Yellow Book of Recommended lgcaan‘g’tgmﬁ”ﬁ;gﬂ‘hﬁ}%
Construction Practices”, call Jack Ramage at (412) 922-3912. construction process for the

owner, design professional
and contractor.

AIA/MBA Joint Committee...Working together to provide better value for the construction dollar

(hoose the proven brand of
fire retardant treated wood

Specify Dricon® FRT wood ¢/ HUD materials release

v’ Economical fire protection ~ ¢/ The first and only brand
on all surfaces and through- to be listed in the new
out the thickness of panels AWPA P17-96 Standard

v/ Exceptional performance for fare petandants

since introducted in 1981 v Code compliance con-

v’ 40-year builder’s warranty firmed by NER-303
that covers materials and ¢/ Dricon plywood has a
labor minimum of four plies

v/ EPA-registered termite ;)feocrilg Group One
and decay resistance p

a West Elizabeth Lumber Co. [ rrosusersor

\ i Dricon® lumber
The Lumber Specialists plywoods
#1 Chicago Ave. and boards

Elizabeth, PA 15037 + 800-289-9352 « Fax 412-384-3955
Distribution Centers: Pittsburgh, PA « Erie, PA
Youngstown, OH ¢ Columbus, OH ¢ Lorain, OH




W ACKENHEIL ENGINEERS, INC. (WBE Cert.)
1000 Banksville Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15216
PHONE: 531-7111  FAX: 531-4334

CONTACT: Gary L. Van Balen, PE

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction
Consulting / Environmental / Geotechnical

B ALMES & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Four Triangle Drive, Suite 200

Export, PA 15632

PHONE: 327-5200  FAX: 327-5280

CONTACT: Lewis W. Ernest, PE.

Testing & Inspection / Blasting Vibrations
Civil / Consulting / Environmental
Geotechnical / Structural / Transportation

W ASTORINO BRANCH ENGINEERS, INC.
227 Fort Pitt Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 765-1700  FAX: 471-5726

CONTACT: Patrick |. Branch, PE.

Civil / Electrical / Mechanical / Structural

W BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN
ASSOCIATES

400 Morgan Center, Butler, PA 16001
PHONE: 285-4761  FAX: 285-6915
CONTACT: David R. Linamen, PE
Electrical / Mechanical

M CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS, INC.

601 Holiday Drive, Foster Plaza 3

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 921-3402  FAX: 921-1815

CONTACT: Gregory P. Quatchak, PE.

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Consulting
Environmental / Geotechnical

M CLAITMAN ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC.

960 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 261-4662  FAX: 261-5670
CONTACT: Robert Rosenthal
Consulting / Mechanical

B CONWAY ENGINEERING
Investment Building

235 4th Avenue, Suite 1408
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 765-0988  FAX: 765-2530
CONTACT: Bob Conway
Consulting / Structural

Il DODSON ENGINEERING, INC.

420 One Chatham Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
PHONE: 261-6515  FAX: 261-6527

CONTACT: Herbert J. Brankley

Consulting / Mechanical

W DOTTER ENGINEERING, INC.
345 Fourth Avenue, Suite 700
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 261-4745 FAX: 261-3189
CONTACT: Chuck Fedon, PE.
Consulting / Structural

W ELWOOD S. TOWER CORPORATION
8150 Perry Highway, Suite 319,

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: 931-8888  FAX: 364-8115
CONTACT: David E. Tower

Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Telecommunications

H ENGINEERING MECHANICS, INC.

4636 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 923-1950 FAX: 787-5891

CONTACT: Daniel Grieco, Jr, PE

Blasting Vibrations / Civil / Consulting
Environmental / Geotechnical

M FIRSCHING, RUSBARSKY & WOLF
ENGINEERING, INC.

4240 Greensburg Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15221
PHONE: 271-5090 FAX: 271-5193
CONTACT: David Rusbarsky

Consulting / Mechanical

H P. L. FRANK, INC.

5850 Ellsworth Avenue, Suite 301

Pittsburgh, PA 15232

PHONE: 361-7707 FAX: 362-3062

CONTACT: Philip Frank, PE.

Testing & Inspection / Construction
Consulting / Environmental / Mechanical

W GAI CONSULTANTS, INC.

570 Beatty Road, Monrogville, PA 15146
PHONE: 856-6400 FAX: 856-4970

CONTACT: Henry A. Salver

Testing & Inspection / Blasting Vibrations
Civil / Consulting / Environmental
Geotechnical / Structural / Transportation

H HERBERT, ROWLAND & GRUBIC, INC.
215 Executive Drive, Suite 202

Cranberry Township, PA 16066

PHONE: 779-4777 FAX: 779-4711

CONTACT: James M. Lopresti

Civil / Construction / Consulting
Environmental / Structural / Transportation

W HORNFECK ENGINEERING, INC.
1020 North Canal Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215
PHONE: 781-1500 FAX: 781-5593

CONTACT: Richard W. Petrie, PE

Consulting / Electrical / Instrumentation
Lighting / Telecommunications

M L. ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES
415 Moon Clinton Road

Moon Township, PA 15108

PHONE: 262-5400 FAX: 262-3036

CONTACT: Tom Blank, CIH, CSP / Mike Petrell
Asbestos Management / Environmental
Site Assessments / Indoor Air Quality
Lead Based Paint Management

Radon Testing-Mitigation

Industrial Hygiene-Safety

A LISTING OF AREA ENGINEERS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include Yyour firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410.

M LARSEN AND LUDWIG, INC.
ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE
CONSTRUCTION

806 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 338-0700 FAX: 338-0701
CONTACT: Charles P. Haynes

Testing & Inspection / Construction
Consulting / Electrical / Environmental
Mechanical / Telecommunications
Structural

W LENNON, SMITH, SOULERET
ENGINEERING

1836 Broadhead Road

Aliquippa, PA 15001-4301

PHONE: 378-3000 FAX: 375-6950

CONTACT: Daniel S. Gilligan

Civil / Construction / Consulting
Electrical / Environmental / Mechanical
Structural / Transportation

M PETER F. LOFTUS DIVISION
Eichleay Engineers Inc., 6585 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206-4407

PHONE: 365-3457 FAX: 365-3304
CONTACT: Samuel C. Lyon

Civil / Consulting / Electrical
Mechanical / Structural
Telecommunications

M CARL J. LONG & ASSOCIATES

One Gateway Center, 5 West, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 471-9100 FAX: 471-5468

CONTACT: John Wilhelm

Electrical / Telecommunications

B MAZZA ENGINEERING

ASSOCIATES, INC

236 Center Grange Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001
PHONE: 728-8110 FAX: 728-8559

CONTACT: Jacqueline K. Mazza

Civil / Consulting / Mechanical / Structural
Transportation

W MEUCCI ENGINEERING, INC.
409 Elk Avenue, Carnegie PA 15106
PHONE: 276-8844 FAX: 276-2960
CONTACT: James B. Fath, PE.
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical

W MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC.

413 Penn Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15145
PHONE: 823-2020 FAX: 824-7302
CONTACT: Paul J. Messineo, Jr.
Structural / Civil / Geotechnical
Environmental / Testing & Inspection
Construction

W POLYTECH, INC.

Two Gateway Center, Suite 620

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 355-2096 FAX: 355-2376

CONTACT: Michael C. Moore

Civil / Consulting / Electrical
Environmental / Mechanical / Structural
Transportation

M PRECISION SCIENCE &
CONSULTING, INC.

5 Mallard Court, Export, PA 15632
PHONE: 327-7427 FAX: 327-7428
CONTACT: Jay McPartland

Testing & Inspection / Construction
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical

H PSI

850 Poplar Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 922-4000 ext. 220 FAX: 922-4043
CONTACT: Jeff Macedonia

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction
Consulting / Environmental / Geotechnical

W RCF ENGINEERS, INC.

Fourth Floor, 209 Sandusky Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

PHONE: 231-5500 FAX: 231-6427
CONTACT: Mark S. Wolfgang, PE., President
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical

W SE TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

98 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
PHONE: 221-1100 FAX: 220-3003

CONTACT: Philip J. Damiani

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction
Consulting / Electrical / Environmental
Geotechnical / Mechanical / Structural
Telecommunications

M STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING CORP.
300 Sixth Avenue, Suite 300

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 338-9000 FAX: 338-0051
CONTACT: Dennis A. Roth, PE

Structural

M TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS, INC.

2419 Baldwick Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 937-8070 FAX: 937-8071

CONTACT: Sandra Sabo

Civil / Consulting / Transportation

Traffic studies and design / Parking studies

B WIDMER ENGINEERING

806 Lincoln Place, Beaver Falls, PA 15010
PHONE: 847-1696 FAX: 847-0419

CONTACT: Joseph H. Widmer, PE.

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Consulting
Environmental / Geotechnical / Structural
Transportation



Resowrce Gerterc = :
RESULTS 1997 Member Mestings & Events

AlA Pittsburgh's Resource Center puts the spotlight on February 20
your architectural firm. For a nominal fee your firm can TOWN MEETING
d|3p]ay its work to the many peop|e that visit the AIA in at Heaven, 107 Sixth Stfeet, at 5:30 p.m. FOOd, fun & by"aws!
search of an architect. For more information call the Cost: Free to all members, $20 all others
: RSVP by February 13.
Chapter office at (412) 471-9548.
February 26

AIA/CMU/HEINZ LECTURE SERIES

Upcoming Issues ’ =
Claudia Zazzaro, Cornell Art Historian, speaks on “Arts of Reform

The following is a preview of the feature articles in upcoming issues of Columns. We and Persuasion.” Carnegie Institute Museum of Art Theater at 6 p.m.
encourage all firms to submit projects for our portfolio issues, or call if you think you have
something to contribute to a topic. We encourage members to write articles and call with March 12
story ideas. When submitting photographs please submit a self-addressed stamped enve- AIA/CMU/HEINZ LECTURE SERIES
lope for their return, and write firm and project name on back of drawings or photographs. Speaker TBA
The deadline for submission is always five weeks prior to publication date. Carnegie Institute Museum of Art Theater at 6 p.m.
March: Development Series Part lll: Neighborhoods
April 16
April:  Development Series Part IV: Region AIA/CMU/HEINZ LECTURE SERIES
Speaker TBA

May:  Historic renovation/preservation T
Carnegie Institute Museum of Art Theater at 6 p.m.

June: Interiors portfolio

GO WITH THE WINNER.

General Industries has been leading the industry
in custom-engineered building systems for over
20 years. This tradition of excellence has helped
us to design and build some of the most award
winning new construction projects in the area.
Projects such as:
¢ Cycam
¢ Southpointe Golf Club
¢ Polycom Huntsman, Inc.
¢ Centimark Corporation
¢ US. Naval & Marine Reserve
¢ Accutrex Products
* Millcraft Industries
¢ Timberline Packaging
¢ Pennsylvania-American

Water Company

When you want a winner...call Don Ivill at 412/483-1600

GENERAL INDUSTRIES

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

15 Arentzen Boulevard « Charleroi Industrial Park « Charleroi, PA 15022
* Project Architect: Gerard-Nagar Associates
Pre-engineered building systems and custom construction ¢ Call for a FREE guide to building planning and construction.

Cycam Corporate offices




Architects:

Lorenzi Dodds & Gunnill, Inc.

General Contractor:
Jendoco Construction

Atrium I

Nursing, Research
and
Rehabilitation Center

N\ 4

KOlbe & KOlbe® PREMIUM WOOD WINDOWS and DOORS

From products simple and economical,

to specialty creations of incredible RECENT KOLBE & KOLBE
beauty, Kolbe’s fine wood windows and PROJECTS INCLUDE:

patio doors are the creative elements

for unparalleled architectural freedom. * Nevillewood Clubhouse
* Nevillewood Carriage Houses

* Nevillewood Private Residences (several)
* Southpointe Country Club
* Chestnut Ridge Condominiums

As a company who specializes in
custom arrangements and whose
quality is absolute, Kolbe & Kolbe

manufactures ideas into spectacular * Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
reality. * Westminster Presbyterian Church
Kolbe & Kolbe windows are available in * D.T. Watson Rehabilitation Center
both standard and custom sizes, *» Curry Senior Citizens Home
custom designs, aluminum clad or * Grace Manor Nursing Home

maintenance-free K-Kron finishes in a

|
variety of beautiful colors with every I
glazing option available, backed by a ZI

20 year warranty.
, BUILDING PRODUCT CENTERS
For new construction or replacement,
commercial or residential applications, wasningzon, PA r13 -_t7t0E)Exi:1 6 — 1600 Jefferson Ave.
ashington ittsburg
Kolbe & KOI_beth?S_”ear'VthO yearsl of (412) 2226100 (Toll Free 412) 561-6610
Sxperienca n i '”mg ar(,: ,Itecmra‘ McMurray, PA Rt. 19 at Donaldson’s Crossroads
demands for uncompromising quality, (412) 941-4800
superior design and creative versatility. Now in WEXFORD, PA  Perry Highway (Rt. 19)

(412) 933-3220 across from Wright Pontiac




