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dear readers,
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Columns is a trade publication by and for architects and for those who have a professional interest in
the built environment. We've decided to address a different audience in this issue in order to meet the
need for a guide to modern and contemporary architecture in Pittsburgh. While our guide is by no
means exhaustive, it will give you a flavor of what our city has to offer in complement with other
guides to historical structures.

This issue is a part of Living Architecture: Alive in Pittsburgh, a promotional effort focusing on
architectural tourism. Columns will be placed in the hotel rooms of visitors who have purchased
special architectural tourism packages, and will also be available at the Pittsburgh Convention and
Visitor's Bureau Visitors Center on Liberty Avenue in Gateway Center.

For those of you who regularly receive Columns, perhaps you will be inspired to take a fresh look at
our modern buildings and to re-evaluate Pittsburgh’s place as a home for modern architecture. At the
very least, you now have a guide to give clients, colleagues, friends and relatives visiting the region
who may have enjoyed reading about and viewing historical buildings, but who were without a
reference for more recent work.

Whatever your inclination, we hope you enjoy your trip to Pittsburgh and that you'll come back again
to see what else is new.

Sincerely,

e

Cheryl Towers
Editor



from the top

dear visitor,

As a Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, we are pleased to have this opportunity to

welcome you to Pittsburgh and to introduce you to the city's modern and contemporary architecture.

Inthe last issue of Columns, | shared with our regular readers my own story of visiting a Louis Kahn

building recently, and how struck | was by the experience. | had never been a big Kahn fan, but | had

also never actually been /na Kahn building. As architects all know, there’s no substitute for the real
thing - photos can’t do a building justice.

I've had a chance to speak with a number of people recently who've seen pictures of the “new”
Pittsburgh, and been dazzled by our skyline. But once again, it didn't prepare them for the actual
experience of driving through the Fort Pitt Tunnel and bursting upon the city and the rivers. So
it is with our architecture - a photo may beat a 1,000 words, but “up close and personal” beats a
photo any day!

Pittsburgh has re-invented itself in the modern era, changing from an economy driven by big

?g Aitself in the steel to one governed by information and technology. Architecture reflects that change, both in

?m’ changing design and patrons. As a visitor, | encourage you to look for the contrast in architecture between

economy driven the old and the new, including the history of various sites. Market Square, for instance,was once

, the center of the city for both government and commerce. Now historical buildings are reflected
Y information in the ultra-modern glass of PPG Place, an office complex containing and abutting retail space.

nology. Architec- In some cases, nothing is left of a site but a plague, such as the one in CNG Tower

ects that change, commemmorating the signing of the Pittsburgh Agreement in 1919 that led to the creation of

design and Czechoslovakia.

A final word about our Chapter may give you a clue to the city’s richness. AlA Pittsburgh is one
of the most active in the country — I'm proud to say that our programs rival chapters in New York,
Chicago and Los Angeles. It reflects the involvement of our members who were attracted to Pittsburgh
because it's a wonderful environment in which to design architecture. Our architect-members work all
over the country and, indeed, all over the world. They stay here because we have a vibrant community
on a livable scale with historical and modern architecture providing an inspirational context.

We hope you'll agree and that we'll see you again on future visits. Meanwhile, let us be your guide to
Pittsburgh — A Mecca for Moderns!

Sincerely,
Anne Swager %/
Executive Director, AIA Pittsburgh




news

AIAPA undale by Gwen Williams, AIA

The AIA PA Board of Directors recently went to Philadel-
phia as part of our travelling “road show”. It is our hope
that by meeting some of the local chapter members we
can improve the general communication between AIA PA
and our components. We met the Philadelphia Board
Wednesday evening, and participated in AIA Philadelphia’s
Legislative Breakfast the following morning. A tour of the
Convention 2000 activity sites and our Board Meeting
rounded out the day. This is the first year that the AIA PA
Board has tried the road show approach. Philly was cho-
sen because of the upcoming Convention — and just to
mix it up a bit — we will be in Erie during July.

An exciting development of the Convention is AIA
Philadelphia's Legacy Project — an ongoing project that
gach host city must do as part of their convention partici-

pation. AlA Philadelphia proposed, and had accepted, the

first charter school for Architecture and Design in the coun-
try. They are currently creating curriculum and interview-
ing for teaching pasitions. This summer they will be ac-
cepting student applications. It is a very exciting project
that is sure to create a lasting legacy. If nothing else, those
students that graduate from the charter school may not
become architects — but perhaps will become knowledge-

able and appreciative clients!

During our Board Meeting, a review of the strategic plan
showed us that we are fairly well on track (see the latest
AIA PA news letter). We also discussed the State-wide
Building Code (we will be meeting with Senator Waugh to
try to push it out of committee and onto the floor), the fact
that there is another resurgence of Interior Designers want-
ing registration, and the “cookie-cutter school” bill. This

last bill seems to be coming to the forefront rather quickly.
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There are a few Pittsburgh folks who have become quite
involved in this issue, lending their support to AIA PA's
position, and it is our hope that we can “kill" it before it
ever becomes a reality.

We have also been dealing with the “Growing Gregner”
Initiative. There are two bills currently in the House that
address not only funding, but specific guidelines relative
to new construction and renovation. All of these issues
will be dealt with in greater detail in the next newsletter
However, get your Minuteman/woman/child hats at the
ready. We will need letters and phone calls sometime in
the near future.

Remember PHILLY 2000 - May 4-7, 2000!

- Making

Commer(:lal BU|Id|ng
Dreams A Reality... [/

ST. VINCENT COLLEGE
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCE CENTER
TKA Architects

PDC BUILDERS,

INC. W P.O. BOX 1

A

EACH AND EVERY JOB WE DO IS A REFLECTION OF OUR REPUTATION.
THAT'S WHY WE EXERCISE PAINSTAKING ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND PROVIDE
A FIRM COMMITMENT TO OUR CUSTOMERS' TOTAL SATISFACTION.

THERE'S JUST NO OTHER WAY TO DO BUSINESS.

TROBE, PA 15650 W

(724) 532-

M Commercial/Industrial
Construction

B Authorized builder/
distributor for
Ceco Metal
Building Systems

;

i
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90 M FAX (724) 532-4084



by Cheryl R. Towers

ittsburgh has long been regarded as a Mecca for 19th century architecture. Because of this

region’s importance as an industrial and commercial center, we have a rich heritage of historic

buildings. Pittsburgh is also a city where the preservation movement for historical structures is
strong. What is less well known is that the city is also a haven for modern and contemporary architecture
as well, although we won't attempt to split hairs over what constitutes Modern, Post-Modern and Con-
temporary as categories — we'll broadly say that it's post World War II. We're offering a sampling of
interesting buildings to visit, most of them Downtown. We urge you to turn to the next article and see
what's on tap in the future, since you'll want to come back for more.

As with other cities, the history of Pittsburgh's architecture strongly reflects its business history. Older
buildings carry the names of the captains of industry and financiers of yesteryear who were the patrons
of their day - Westinghouse, Carnegie, Frick, Heinz, Mellon, Phipps to name a few. Some of that tradi-
tional patronage still exists. Three of our largest corporations, USX (formerly U.S. Steel), Alcoa, and
PPG Industries, for instance, are headquartered in signature buildings that each commissioned to fea-
ture the materials they produce.

Most of our more recent buildings, though, reflect a new era of wealth and patronage derived from health
care, technology, higher education, the information age, and tourism. Every era derives its own identity
at least in part from what is driving the economy, and that is ever changing. So it is in Pittsburgh.
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PHOTO BY MARK PERROTT.

PHOTO ©GERVIN ROBINSON
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__ ALCOA CORPORATE CENTER

CNG TOWER
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ALCOA CORPORATE CENTER
(The Design Alliance, 1998)
This headquarters building makes extensive internal use of electronic technology and is

designed around an open office format. Externally, it is framed by the 7th and 9th St.
Bridges, and its curvilinear form echoes the Allegheny River. Aluminum is, naturally, a
featured material, as is a specially made PPG glass. The Isabella Café is open to the public.

CHATHAM CENTER

(Chatham Center by William Lescaze, 1966; Chatham Il by Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann,
1981)

These Lower Hill District buildings in the late International Style sit near the Civic Arena at
the intersection of Fifth Ave. and Washington Place.

CIVIC ARENA

(Mitchell & Ritchey, 1962)

Located at the edge of Downtown and the Lower Hill District, the Civic Arena with its
retractable, stainless steel dome serves as a sports and entertainment venue, as well as a
notable landmark. As an urban renewal project, it was a forward looking effort that wiped
out existing blocks of streets and homes.

CNG TOWER

(Kohn Pedersen Fox, 1987)

This stone-clad building on Liberty Ave. between 6th & 7th Sts. pays homage to its neigh-
bors in its skin if not its size. The return to ornamentation provides a conservative ex-
ample of Post-Modernism. The building is said to echo the bridges on the Allegheny
River.

CRAWFORD SQUARE

(Urban Design Associates, Phase 1 - 1993)

Crawford Square is located in the Lower Hill District and represents a comeback for an
area devastated by earlier urban renewal efforts. A new residential neighborhood has been
created in an area of mixed economic and racial balance. In addition, Crawford Square has
some of the best views of Downtown in the city!

DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY MELLON HALL OF SCIENCE

(Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 1968)

The building is a typical example of the architect's style with its noble and rational curtain
wall composition. Located on The Bluff just east of Downtown.
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DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION

(Paul Schweikher, 1970)

The Student Union is a vivid composition of poured concrete, ground face block and glass,
but its interior has been unsympathetically altered in more recent years. Located on The
Bluff just east of Downtown.

FIFTH AVENUE PLACE

(The Stubbins Associates with WTW Architects, 1987)

The placement of the building on Stanwix St. facing Gateway Center provides a link to that
complex and a corporate entrance to the City for those arriving from the Parkway West and
the Airport. The distinctive top has a cluster of four pyramids and a tall steel mast.

GATEWAY CENTER

(1- 3 Eggers & Higgins, 1950-53; 4 Harrison & Abramovitz, 1960)

A rare successful translation of modern towers in a park taken into reality. These buildings
were considered cutting edge in the postwar World War Il era, and are made of chrome-
alloyed steel. Four Gateway was a repeat award winner and is the best of the group.

HEINZ HALL PLAZA

(MacLachlan & Fosner, now MacLachlan Cornelius & Filoni, 1982)

The Plaza, at the corner of 6th St. & Liberty Ave., complements the adjacent Heinz Hall and
with trees, garden, fountain, and waterfall, provides a welcome respite from the urban
pace.

HEINZ RESEARCH BUILDING, WAREHOUSE AND VINEGAR WORKS

(Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950's)

Heinz pioneered the technology resulting in the glass curtain wall construction. Complex
located in the East Ohio St., Allegheny North Shore area near the 16th St. Bridge.

LAZARUS DEPT. STORE

(Exterior shell — Cooper Carry; Interior — FRCH, Inc., 1998)

The first department store to open in a downtown location anywhere in the country in
recent memory, the store is unique in retaining an open, airy feel with windows to the
street. Located on Wood St. between Fifth and Oliver Aves.

LIBERTY CENTER

(Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates and UDA Architects, with The Architects Collabora-
tive, 1987)

Liberty Center at 1000 Liberty Ave. at Grant St. houses a hotel, an office tower, restaurants,
and retail space. It is an interesting solution to a difficult siting problem, since there are
numerous viewpoints.
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MELLON SQUARE

(Mitchell & Ritchey with Simmonds and Simmonds Landscape Architects, 1955)
Perhaps the finest urban parking garage in America, the entire parking structure is con-
cealed by a street space of small shops, hanging gardens, waterfall, and a large, land-
scaped rooftop public park.

OLIVER PLAZA

(One Oliver Plaza - William Lescaze, 1968; Pittsburgh National Bank Building, Welton
Beckett Associates 1972; Two Oliver Plaza, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1976)

One Qliver Plaza faces Wood St. near Liberty Ave. and is a late International Style building;
the PNB Building is only three stories taller than the 1912 building that it replaced, but
provides a totally column-free interior.

ONE OXFORD CENTRE

(Hellmuth, Obata, Kassabaum, 1983)

A strong geometrical statement in aluminum and glass that houses offices, shops, restau-
rants, an athletic club, and a parking garage. Located on Grant St. between Third & Fourth
Aves.

PITTSBURGH MUNICIPAL COURTS

(L.D. Astorino & Associates, Ltd., 1995)

Public areas of the building are notable for their light and airy quality and elegant detail-
ing, elements often missing from modern court facilities. The Courts are located on Sec-
ond Ave. to the east of Liberty Bridge. The Eliza Furnace Trail terminates behind the build-
ing and links Downtown to Oakland.

PPG PLACE

(Johnson and Burgee, 1983)

This complex with its towering glass spires changed Pittsburgh’s skyline dramatically. The
use of glass honors the company’s history (PPG was originally the Pittsburgh Plate Glass
Co.), and the neo-Gothic design pays homage to the Cathedral of Learning on the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh campus in Oakland. The large piazza is reminiscent of those found in
Europe and has become a meeting place as well as event site. When you visit, look for the
obelisk that Pittsburghers call “The Tomb of the Unknown Bowler”. The Wintergarden,
accessible from the Stanwix Street entrance, is open to the public and often hosts exhibi-
tions and other activities. A food court is located on the lower level of Two PPG Place. PPG
is sited adjacent to Market Square with its European flavor and building scale, providing
the City with an interesting mix of the old and new.
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THE REGIONAL ENTERPRISE TOWER

(formerly Alcoa Corporate Headquarters, Harrison Abramovitz, with Altenhof & Brown and
Mitchell & Ritchey, 1953)

Designed to showcase aluminum, the metal was used wherever possible inside and out,
including pre-fabricated windows and aluminum furniture. The building is located on the
corner of William Penn Place & Sixth Ave. across from Mellon Square.

RIVERFRONT CENTER

(Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1983)

This hexagonal building on the SE corner of Stanwix St. and Fort Pitt Blvd. is covered in
sunscreens of travertine marble. As Franklin Toker notes in his book, Pittsburgh: An Urban
Portrait, “In the old Pittsburgh few people worried about overexposure from the sun.” This
is particularly ironic, given that Riverfront Center was originally built for National Inter-
group, a steel company.

SMITHFIELD/SEVENTH PARKING GARAGE : ;
(architect unknown, 1960s)
This structure’s concrete spiral exit ramp adds leavening to the downtown streetscape.

UNITED STEELWORKERS BUILDING

(Curtis & Davis, 1964)

This building on the SW corner of Stanwix St. and the Boulevard of the Allies exhibits the
kind of elegant structural gymnastic expression rarely seen today. The stainless steel exte-
rior also made history as part of the bearing wall (the exterior walls of skyscrapers hereto-

fore generally did not support the building). ONE OXFORD GENTRE

USX TOWER

(Harrison & Abramovitz, 1971)

The USX Tower at 600 Grant St. between Sixth & Seventh Aves. is a no-nonsense monu-
ment to steel technology. Made of Cor-Ten, the steel was devised to rustand form a protec-
tive coating on the metal, which it does admirably. In the summer, enjoy the Tower's plaza
which fills with area workers at lunchtime. At 64 stories, it is the tallest building between
New York and Chicago.

WASHINGTON PLAZA APTS.
(IM. Pei with Deeter & Ritchey, 1964)
Corner of Centre Ave. and Crawford St. This late International Style building was intended

as one of three towers, but only the first was constructed due to financial difficulties of the
developer. It still remains a fashionable address.

PHOTO BY KARL A. BACKUS.

TELLIGENT WORKPLACE

YWCA
(Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1963)
International Style facility at 305 Wood St. between Third & Fourth Aves.



PHOTO BY KEN ANDREYO, CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY.
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CMU, UNIVERSITY CENTER
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Oakland

CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY, THE INTELLIGENT WORKPLACE

(Bohlin Cywinski Jackson with The Center for Building Performance and Diagnostics and
Pierre Zoelly, AIA, 1997).

The IW “living” laboratory is a unique research, development and demonstration project
whose objectives are to improve the health, motivation and productivity of the U.S. workforce.
The IW is anly the second Pittsburgh building to win a national AIA Honor Award.

CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY, PARKING GARAGE

(Michael Dennis & Jeffrey Clark with TAMS Associates, 1990)

This parking garage on Forbes Ave. at Beeler St. is notable for not screaming its identity
as a parking garage. The use of yellow brick and green trim as well as screening across the
various levels cause it to blend successfully with other campus buildings.

CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY CENTER

(Michael Dennis & Associates and Urban Design Associates, 1996)

CMU lacked a true campus center, and this facility addresses that need well. The building
blends in with existing campus architecture while adding its own distinctive features. Look
for the whimsical tiles at eye level around the exterior of the building. Located facing
Forbes Ave. between Morewood & Beeler Aves.

CARNEGIE MUSEUM OF ART

(Edward Larabee Barnes, 1974)

The Museum of Art at 4400 Forbes Ave. is part of The Carnegie Museums, which is com-
posed of the Museums of Art and Natural Histary, the Carnegie Library Main Building, and
the Music Hall (the Carnegie Science Center and the Andy Warhol Museum are located on
the North Side). The Museum of Art's simple lines stand in elegant contrast to the huge
Beaux Arts structure to which it's attached. The courtyard features a two story high glass
wall with glass mullions.

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING INSTITUTE

(Joint venture between Bohlin Cywinski Jackson and Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann, Robert S.
Pfaffmann, AIA, project architect, 1987)

SEI, located at Fifth Ave. and Dithridge St., is a collaboration between Carnegie Mellon
University and the US Dept. of Defense. It was the first Pittsburgh building to win a na-
tional AIA Honor Award.

WQED STUDIOS

(Paul Schweikher, 1970)

4802 Fifth Ave. exhibits a lyrical use of poured concrete, glass and wood, and is one of
only a few notable Brutalist style structures in Pittsburgh. Schweikher served as head of
the Carnegie Mellon University School of Architecture.
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER

As you leave Downtown on the Parkway East, the Technal-
ogy Center is visible on your right in the Oakland/
Hazelwood section of the City on 2nd Ave. The Center is
home to a number of technology based companies includ-
ing Aristech Polypropylene Technical Center (Bohlin
Cywinski Jackson, 1995).

FORE SYSTEMS

(STUDIO Architects with Perfido Weiskopf Architects,
1997)

This ultra-contemporary corporate campus north of Pitts-
burgh in Warrendale, PA is a classic high tech hathouse,
housing hundreds of employees working in the style of
the modern information age. The canted and crooked lines
make this an exercise in the Deconstructivist style. Look
for the campus on the west side of I-79 south of the Turn-
pike exit as you head north.

FORE SYSTEMS

Thanks to Robert S. Pfaffmann, AIA, John R. Axtell, Robert
Bailey, AIA, David Vater, AlA, Allyson Foerster, and Joan
Kubancek for their assistance.

For more architectural information regarding these build-
ings, see Pittsburgh: An Urban Portrait by Franklin Toker,
The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1986. Martin
Aurand, Architecture Librarian and Archivist, Carnegie
Mellon University Library and Architecture Archives, has
compiled information on all of CMU's post-war buildings.
The Archives also contain information on many other build-
ings and firms (412/268-8165).

We've chosen to skip residential architecture in this issue.
While several excellent examples of contemporary work
exist, all are in private hands and many are on private roads,
limiting visitation to rare occasions.

feature



Columns July/August 1999 13

A million options,
Ten thousand decisions,

Builder.

When Levin Furniture needed an office and warehouse, they knew what
they wanted: a building designed to meet their specific needs. And, they
wanted it built on-time and within their budget. There were a million
options on how to approach the project and thousands of decisions to be
made on design, materials, scheduling and construction.

That's why they turned to General Industries to handle their construction
project at Westmoreland Industrial Park, Smithton. The architectural firm
of Lorenzi, Dodds & Gunnill developed an office and warchouse design
that encompassed 203880 square feet, including 10,000 square feet for
office space. The finished project was completed on-time and on-budget,
with the exacting standards, attention to detail and professionalism that
are General Industries hallmarks.

When you're facing millions of options and thousands of decisions.
there’s only one builder.

s
~Ter
*

LEVIN

FURNITURE

301 Fitz Henry Road

Levin Furniture, Smithton PA
Owner: Robert Levin
Architect: Lorenzi, Dodds & Gunnill

VP BUILDINGS

VARCO-PRUDEN

Authorized
Builder

GENERAL
INDUSTRIES

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
15 Arentzen Boulevard, Charleroi, PA 15022 724-483-1600

Repurposing finely constructed and elegantly designed structures is a hallmark of DiCicco Contracting Company.
In this example, a 93 year old former manor house has been greatly enlarged and converted into a 90 suite,
assisted living facility. The residents enjoy refined surroundings while the community retains part of its
architectural fabric. Field constructed 22" high columns and installation of high end finishes contributed to

the project being named as a 1998 Excellence in Craftsmanship Finalist by the Master Builders' Association.

. G DiCicco Contracting Co.
General Contractors (412) 262-3540

Wallover, Mitchell, Bontempo & Associates, Inc. Architects
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Tomorrow's Stars

The cranes are up and a flurry of construc-
tion is taking place. In fact, Pittsburgh is
experiencing more building than at any time
since the early 1980’ as we enter our third
Renaissance. Four new facilities that will
merit another trip to Pittsburgh will open
after the turn of the Millennium, and here’s

our sneak preview!

Convention Center

(Rafael Vifioly and Associates)

Vinoly's design incorporates, expands and completely
transforms the current David L. Lawrence Convention Cen-
ter which is located on Penn Avenue between the

Doubletree Hotel and the Allegheny River. The architect
Convention Center (Rafael Viiioly and Associates) was transfixed by the City's rivers and bridges and took
inspiration from them, designing a facility that not only
relates to the waterfront, but also reflects the arch of its
bridges and the River itself. The design utilizies “green”
building practices. Once completed, it should serve as a
signature piece for the City. Opens mid-2002.

PNC Park

(HOK Sports, Inc. with L.D. Astorino & Associates, Ltd.,
Prinicipal Christopher Haupt, AIA, architects of record.)
PNC Park will be the new home of the Pittsburgh Pirates.
The design incorporates the best of “old time” ballpark
style while opening dramatically from the outfield toward
Downtown in this baseball only stadium located on the
North Side. Fans will have the best view in baseball and
sluggers won't be able to resist attempting to lob one into
the River! Opens April 2001.

PNC Park (HOK Sports, Inc. and L.D. Astorino & Associates, Ltd.)
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Steelers’ Stadium (HOK Sports Inc. with WTW Architects)

Pittsburgh Public Theater (Michael Graves and Associates)
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Steelers’ Stadium

(HOK Sports, Inc. design architects in conjunction with
WTW Architects, Richard deYoung, AIA, Principal)
Pittsburgh is a sports town, and especially a football town,
S0 it's only fitting that the Steelers will have a new home
in a stadium designed to highlight the game. The sta-
dium will also accommodate other events and host Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Panthers football. Like PNC Park, it
will open at one end to offer a dramatic view of the Pitts-
burgh skyline. Opens August 2001.

Pittsburgh Public Theater

(Michael Graves and Associates, Inc.)

The Public Theater moves in late 1999 from its long-time
home on the North Side to this stunning addition to the
Cultural District. Located on Penn Avenue between 6th and
7th Streets, and directly across from the stage entrance to
Heinz Hall, the Theater will join Heinz Hall, the Benedum,
the Harris and the Byham as one of Pittsburgh’s premier
cultural facilities.

In addition to these four spectacular and high profile new
additions to the skyline, a number of office buildings are
also coming online, including Mellon Bank's Client Ser-
vice Center adjacent to One Mellon Center on Grant St.
(Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Architects), and PNC Bank's
Firstside Center (L.D. Astorino & Associates, Ltd.) at the
foot of Grant Street near the Monongahela River. Both of
these facilities are notable not only for their designs but
also for the banks’ decisions to locate them Downtown,
reinforcing the value of a center city location for its ability
to attract employees and provide convenience for back of-
fice functions. Both open late 2000.

Additional views of plans for the stadia and the Conven-
tion Center are available on the realpittsburgh Website:
eNttp://www.realpittsburgh.com/news/theplan/conven-
tion/1999/02/vinoly.htm!
ehttp://www.realpittsburgh.com/news/theplan/planb/
gallerystadium.html
ehttp://www.realpittsburgh.com/news/theplan/planb/
pncslide_07.html
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Menﬂlng “]E M“nm‘“s By Robert S. Pfaffmann, AlA, and John R. Axtell

A Case for Preserving the Recent Past

T i Lo, Nl
Civic Arena by Mitchell & Ritchey

or more than half a century, from the rise of the

Beaux Arts and Colonial revival styles at the turn

of the 20" century until the late 1960s, Victorian
architecture was considered at worst vulgar and at best
functionally and esthetically obsolete. As a result, Pitts-
burgh along with other communities lost many architec-
tural resources, among them the old Post Office and Fed-
eral building on Smithfield Street (demolished 1966), and
the Allegheny Market House (also demolished 1966). As
those earlier judgements of taste have been reevaluated
since the 1960s, many Victorian buildings have been pre-
served, most notably commercial buildings in retail corri-
dors such as Carson Street and Butler Street.

A similar period of eclipse and reevaluation took place for
Beaux-Arts buildings at mid-century. Witness the
recladding of Alden & Harlow's now demalished Farmers
Bank Building on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Wood
Streetina 1967 modernization and recently reversed deco-
rative screening of the building at the corner of Seventh
Avenue and William Penn Place.

Is a similar process of neglect and loss now occurring

with regard to once fashionable buildings of the post World
War Il period? Our examples are not intended to be com-
prehensive, or aten-best list, but rather a cross section of
building types. Since fifty years is the threshold for Na-
tional Register of Historic Places designation, we decided
to limit our look to non-residential buildings of the post-
World War Il era. Buildings are listed in order of least- to
most-threatened.

Good Stewardship

The owners of these buildings demonstrate their under-
standing of their significance through good maintenance
practices and sympathetic additions and alterations.

* One, Two and Three Gateway Center. Eggers & Higgins;
Irwin Clavan. 1950-1953. Lobby additions: The Design
Alliance, ¢. 1990. A rare successful translation of
Corbusier's “towers in a park” into reality.

o United Steelworkers Building, corner Stanwix St. and
the Boulevard of the Allies. Curtis & Davis. 1964.

feature

“..you don’t know
what you ve got
‘1l its gone...”

(10 quote the noted
architectural critic,

Joni Mitchell).
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The kind of elegant structural gymnastic expression we
rarely see today. The building has aged well, just like its
management-side counterpart, the USX Building.

* The Regional Enterprise Tower (formerly the Alcoa Build-
ing), 425 Sixth Ave. Harrison & Abramovitz; Altendorf &
Brown; Mitchell & Ritchey. 1953. This building both cel-
ebrates its materials and, at the same time, fits into its
street-level context as a good neighbor.

* Heinz Research Building, Warehouse and Vinegar Works,
North Side. Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. 1950s. Varied
use of glass curtain wall construction by a firm that pio-
neered this technology. It would be good to see the glaz-
ing restored in this complex.

 WQED Studios, Oakland. Paul Schweikher. 1970. Lyri-
cal use of poured concrete, glass and wood. One of only a
few decent Brutalist style structures in Pittsburgh.

Integrity at Risk

¢ Duquesne Student Union.1967, Uptown. Paul
Schweikher; This structure has been unsympathetically
altered. It illustrates a basic problem of rejecting an archi-
tectural style too quickly and replacing it with the often
flimsy ornament of Post-Modernism.

* Duquesne University, Mellon Hall of Science, Uptown.
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe. 1968. This typical Miesian
essay in curtain wall composition demonstrates that even
minimalism requires an aesthetic eye when maintenance
time comes.

* Smithfield/Seventh Parking Garage. Architect unknown.
@1960. This structure’s concrete spiral exit ramp adds
leavening to the downtown streetscape. The pedestrian
entrance beneath the ramp is perhaps Pittsburgh's most
unappreciated great architectural space, and a great op-
portunity for the Cultural Trust and Grant Street power bro-
kers to support the connective development of pedestrian
oriented Strawberry Way.

* Medical Office Building, 3515 Fifth Avenue, Oak-
land. Tasso Katselas Associates, about 1958. This over-
looked grungy period piece sports an aluminum “V”
canopy piercing a translucent “bondi blue” glazed can-
tilevered stair....it would look great restored and right
up to date with the iMac!

Gateway Center by Eggers & Higgins;
Irwin Clavan.

United Steelworkers Building by Curtis & Davis

Endangered

* Civic Arena. Mitchel| & Ritchey, with Ammann & Whitney
and Robert Zern, engineers. 1962. A Modern landmark in
every sense of the word. Planning for new sports facilities
in Pittsburgh must take this buildings irreplaceable char-
acter into account. Assuming that the Penguins go to a
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Regional Enterprise Tower by Harrison &
Abramovitz; Altendorf & Brown; Mitchell &
Ritchey

3515 Fifth Avenue, Tasso Katselas Associates

new arena here or elsewhere, this community needs to
begin looking now for a new arctic species (or other pro-
grammatic activity) that this igloo can house.

Lost
* Former Pittsburgh International Airport Terminal, Busi-
ness Route 60, Moon Township. Theodore Eicholz, 1948.
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This building wonderfully melded form and function, even
if it was never a cutting edge work of Modernism. Its un-
necessary loss diminishes the character of a part of the
County badly in need of a sense of place. A lost opportu-
nity to recycle a building for new uses.

Recent Remuddling

0On Forbes Avenue at McKee Place is a classic aluminum
screened bank that would be a great illustration of Robert
Venturi's concepts of “Duck vs. Decorated Shed.” The origi-

nal funky gold sunscreen was neutered and painted and -

adorned with a forlorn plywood pediment tacked on the
parapet. In Santa Monica this building would be a hip new
bank or restaurant celebrating its caol Modern past.

What can we learn?

This brief survey of Pittsburgh’s landmarks of the Modern
style suggests that the following issues must be addressed
by architects and owners when making choices regarding
the current and future use of post-World War Il buildings.

 Good stewardship practices by owners are critical to
the survival of these buildings. Modern buildings require
architects well versed in the positive attributes of these
structures.

« Failure of original materials is a common problem
in buildings from this era. It has been often said by preser-
vation technologists that 20" century structures are much
more challenging to repair than older low-tech buildings.
The recent replacement of the old glazing systems on
SOM's Lever House in New York is a great example. Local
examples include Gateway Four (sensitively reglazed with
high performance glass) and the Pittsburgh State Office
Building.

« Proactive preservation must be a priority in mas-
ter planning for these buildings. Often traditional preser-
vationists have no love lost for these structures, but time
marches on.... We may be more selective, but we should
strive for a diverse architecture; that is one of the marks of &
healthy city, not just the precious preservation that is asso-
ciated with traditional preservation projects in Pittsburgh

o Not all modern style buildings are worthy of
preservation. Certain functional and aesthetic charac-
teristics prevail for good architecture of any era — urban

and natural context, scale, color, pattern, integrity of mate-
rials, elegant solutions for technical needs. A good “back-
ground building” of the 1950s can and should contribute
to a healthy architectural landscape.

Conclusion

As designers and planners, we must be aware of what we
are working with. The lobby additions at Gateway Plaza
are an excellent example of such consciousness. The fail-
ure to identify a new use for the former Airport Terminal
would appear to indicate an absence of such vision. We
must consider carefully before making a judgement that
an existing building or building feature is expendable, es-
pecially for stylistic reasons. We need to show our clients
that these buildings can provide unique identities that “look
back to the future.” The appropriate understanding and
maintenance of Modern era materials, such as expression
of structure, curtain wall and “modern” materials, is a criti-
cal element of a responsible approach to the stewardship
of these buildings.

With understanding and a reasonable commitment to good
maintenance and building performance practices, Pitts-
burgh can preserve its stock of exceptional Modern era
buildings. If we start now, future residents and visitors will
not look at Pittsburgh as a city which achieved architec-
tural glory in the era of Richardson and Carnegie, but built
nothing worthy of preservation in the latter half of the 20"
century.

Robert S. Pfaffmann, AlA, and John R. Axtell are with the
firm Pfaffmann + Associates and also provided photographs
for this article. They can be reached at 412/471-2470.

Resources:

o Association for Preservation Technology. APT Bulletin. APT, P.O Box
3511, Williamsburg, VA 23187, Telephone: 540-373-1621.

o Carnegie Mellon University Library and Architecture Archives, Mar-
tin Aurand, Architecture Librarian and Archivist. Telephone: 412-268-
8165

o Cunningham, Allen, ed. Modern Movement Heritage. London, New
York: E & FN Spon, 1998.

© DOCOMOMO Website: http://www.000.nl/docomomo/home.htm.

o Jester, Thomas C. Twentieth-century Building Materials: History and
Conservation. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1995

o Preserving the Recent Past Task Force web site: hitp://www.apti.org/
cmte.html1#recent_past

o Society for Commercial Archeology. SCA Journal. SCA, P.0. Box
2423, Atlanta, GA 30301

o Stratton, Michael. Structure and Style: Conserving Twentieth Cen-
tury Buildings. London, New York: E & FN Spon, 1997

o Toker, Franklin. Pittsburgh: An Urban Portrait. University Park: Penn-
sylvania Statue University Press, 1986.

feature



breaking ground

From the Firms

—— Perkins Eastman Architects PC have opened an office in Stamford, CT
as a result of joining forces over a year ago with SMS Architects of New Canaan, CT. This
new office will allow for continued expansion of services and resources in the New En-
gland region.

WTW Architects is completing the interior design for the new Dick's Clothing & Sport-
ing Goods Inc. headquarters building in RIDC Park West in Findlay Township. The facility
is expected to be operational in July.

Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates has five new Pennsylvania school projects
underway, including district-wide feasibility studies for Big Beaver Falls, Canon-McMillan,
and Uniontown School Districs; and design of renovations and additions to buildings in
the Avonworth School District as well as the design of a Montessori School as part of the
Adelphia Cable Communications development project in Coudersport.

Business Briefs

—> Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates hired architect Gretchen H.
Kurzawa in the Butler office and graduate architect Christian A. Pegher in the Pittsburgh
office. In addition, the Butler office added Renz A. Weinmann as a graduate architect, Wil-
liam J. Briggs and Jay Hoogerbrugge
as technical specialists and CADD
operators.

Kudos

—» Congratulations to
Sylvester Damianos, FAIA who
was chosen by The American Archi-
tectural Foundation to design the
Keystone Award sculpture which will
be awarded annually to non-archi-
tects. The first recipient of this award
was Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chi-

¥

KEYSTONE AWARD DESIGNED BY SYLVESTER
DAMIANOS, FAIA.

cago.
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IKM, Inc., Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates, and The Design Alliance
were all featured in “Targeting Technology: Opinions Split on Pushing Suburban Cam-
puses or Downtown Rehab,” an article in the May issue of Pittsburgh T.£.Q., a publication
of the Pittsburgh Technology Council.

John E. Kosar, AlA, president of Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates, is the
new president of the Design Professionals Risk Control Group.

Terry Oden, AIA won first place in a pho-
tography contest sponsored by AIA St. Louis.
The photo was The Guggenheim.

The Interior Design Departemnt at La Roche
College received notification from the Foun-
dation for Interior Design Education Research
(FIDER) that their accreditation has been re-
newed for six years, the highest level of ac-
creditation that is granted. The program has
been continuously accredited by FIDER since
1985.

Dan Willis, AIA, a CMU grad now living
in State College and a Middle PA Chapter
member, has just published his first book,
The Emerald City and Other Essays on the
Architectural Imagination (Princeton Ar-

THE GUGGENHEIM. PHOTQ BY TERRY
ODEN, AIA.

chitectural Press). Willis also teaches in
the Architecture Department at Penn State
University.

“THE WEIGHT OF ARCHITECTURE"
FROM THE EMERALD CITY AND OTHER
ESSAYS ON THE ARCHITECTURAL
IMAGINATION BY DAN WILLIS, AIA.
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COMMERCIAL « EDUCATIONAL ¢« FINANCIAL «» HEALTHCARE

we build smart

We Duild fas! [P

e 0 T C
we build right ol L

¢

Jack had to jump “quick” to clear the flame of the candle stick;
being “nimble” was his resource. At R.E. Crawford Construction,
we build fast using the right mix of manpower with

the latest technologies available.

R.E. Crawford Construction’s exclusive internct based JOBSITE LINK
connects the entire project team together clectronically. This unique
system provides real time access to daily job reports, digital photographs,
REFI’s, current schedules and other pertinent project records.

JoBSITE LINK allows the project team to communicate

simultancously in order to expedite decision making.

Call 724-274-5000 or visit our web site at www.recrawford.com

HOSPITALITY ¢ INDUSTRIAL ¢« RESTAURANT RETAIL

PETERS TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mec MURRAY, PA

' Smg demands of our clients, we
provide a full range of engineering and
construction services. Today, Nello

Construction Company continues to
| build on it’s strength and offers a full
range of construction services—from

general construction, project manage-

E  ment, and construction managemcnt N E l l 0

| for over 47 years. The scope and -

ety of our work enables us to expan CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

our creative talents continuously. 3 Glass Street ® Carnegie, Pennsylvania 15106 ® 412/276-0010 FAX 412/276-8123
Project Architects: Ross, Schonder, Sterzinger, Cupcheck




calendar

Building Blocks

Continuing Fducation Programs,

Seminars, Symposia and

Workshops.

August 25, 1999
Construction Contracting for Public
Entities in Pennsylvania.
A one day seminar designed for administrators and
managers of cities, counties, municipal authorities, school
districts, and other public entities, their staffs, legal council,
construction managers and engineers involved in public
works construction. 9 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Engineers Society
of W. PA. Cost: $239. For information call 715-833-3940.
(6 L.U.’s including H/S/W.)

November 4, 1999

First Ever AIA Middle Chapter Symposium,
at the Ramada Inn in Altoona. Recheck and remark your

calendars! This will be an all day event of sharing
knowledge, ideas and methods including two seminars
which will offer L.U.'s. This event is in the planning and

shaping stages. Please send any comments and/or
suggestions to Tom Columbus Jr., AIA at 814-445-2470.

In order to make it easier for architects to identify opportu-
nities to earn continuing education credits, we will list ap-
propriate events in this space in future issues. If you in-
tend to offer such an event, please send your information
to the attention of Joan Kubancek, AIA Pittsburgh, 211
Ninth Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 or fax it to Joan at
412/471-9501.

The deadline for inclusion is normally six weeks prior to
publication.

If you would like information describing qualified continu-
ing education programs, please call the AlA office at 412-
471-9548.

AIR ACTIVITIES

July 9, Friday
Committee on the Environment, noon
atthe Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA,
252-1500.

July 15, Thursday
Legislative Committee Meeting, noon
at the Chapter office, Chuck Coltharp, AIA,
252-1500.

July 20, Tuesday
AlA Pittsburgh Board Meeting
5 p.m. at the Chapter office. All members are
welcome, 471-9548.

August 6, Friday
Communications Committee
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office,
471-9548

August 13, Friday
Committee on the Environment, noon
atthe Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA,
252-1500.

August 19, Thursday
Legislative Committee Meeting, noon
at the Chapter office, Chuck Coltharp, AIA,
252-1500
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AL ENDAR

AROUND TOWN

July 6 - 30
PERSPECTIVES: The Photography of
Nicholas Traub. A variety of photographic
mediums and topics including documentary and
architectural photography, fine art, color and B/W
landscapes, and the latest in digital imagery.
Reception July 11, 1:30 — 4:00 p.m. at the AIA
Gallery

July 14, Wednesday

Society of Design Administrators,
Monthly meeting at the Engineer's Club.
Program: Carole Steadham, SDA National
President, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch $15
members, $17.50 non-members. Reservations
call Ellen Lockhart, 561-7117.

Through September 29 (Wednesdays)

Downtown Walking Tours. June and August,
Grant Street Tour. July and September, Wood
Street Walk. 12 noon — 12:50 p.m., Pittsburgh
History and Landmarks Foundation. Information
Call Mary Lu Denny at 412-471-5808.

Through July 24
A Taliesin Legacy in the Allied Arts:
The Work of Val M. Cox, Heloise Christa
and Susan Jacobs Lockhart. An exhibition of
oil on sculptured canvas, cast and sculpted
metal, glass and multi-media decorative design
featuring the work of Taliesin Fellows trained in
arts media other than architecture. LaFond
Galleries.

Through October 3

Merchant Prince and MAster Builder,
Edgar J. Kaufmann and Frank Lloyd
Wright. Come see Frank Lloyd Wright's plans
for Pittsburgh, Fallingwater and other Kaufmann
haunts. Heinz Architectural Center in the
Carnegie Museum of Art. For information call
412-622-3131.

August 11, Wednesday
Society of Design Administrators,
Monthly meeting at the Engineer's Club.
Program: John Martine, AIA will lead a walking
tour of Pittsburgh, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch
$15 members, $17.50 non-members.
Reservations call Ellen Lockhart, 561-7117.
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A LISTING OF AREA CONTRACTORS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410.

M AIC, INC.

128 Hanover Street, Carnegie, PA 15106
PHONE: 276-7577  FAX: 276-7578

CONTACT: Robert A. Ardolino

Commercial / Construction management
General / Interior / Renovations

M BAKER MELLON STUART
CONSTRUCTION, INC.”

410 Rouser Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108

PHONE: 412-269-7312  FAX: 412-269-2020
CONTACT: Chuck Russell

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations
Institutional

H BRIDGES

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PHONE: 321-5400  FAX: 321-9823

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.”
500 Lowries Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PHONE: 369-9700  FAX: 369-9991

CONTACT: Joseph E. Burchick

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations

W BURNS & SCALO ROOFING CO., INC.
400 Bursca Drive, Suite 402, Bridgeville, PA 15017
PHONE: 221-6300  FAX: 221-6262

CONTACT: Jack F. Scalo, President

Commercial / Industrial / Residential
Roofing sheetmetal / Architectural panels
1998 ABC Subcontractor Of The Year

1998 National Roofing Contractor Of The
Year

W F.J. BUSSE CO., INC.”

P.0. Box 8540

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 921-1231  FAX: 921-9861

CONTACT: John Paul Busse

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

M R.E. CRAWFORD COMPANY

1046 Pittsburgh Street, Springdale, PA 15144
PHONE: 724-274-5000 FAX: 724-274-2323
CONTACT: Heidi White

Commercial / Construction management
General / Interior / Renovations

| DICICCO CONTRACTING C0.”

1009 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 200

Coraopolis, PA 15108

PHONE: 262-3540  FAX: 269-6699

CONTACT: Samuel E. DiCicco

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations

W DICK CORPORATION”

P.0. Box 10896, Pittsburgh, PA 15236

PHONE: 412-384-1320  FAX: 412-384-1215
CONTACT: John R. Bonassi

Commereial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial
Interior / Renovations / Design Build

M P.J. DICK INCORPORATED ™

P.0. Box 98100, Pittsburgh, PA 15227-0500
PHONE: 462-9300 FAX: 462-2588

CONTACT: Charles S. Pryor

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations / Institutional

M FLYNN CONSTRUGTION, INC.

610 Ross Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
PHONE: 243-2483  FAX: 243-7925

CONTACT: Thomas 0'Connor

Commercial / Construction Management
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations

W GENERAL INDUSTRIES

15 Arentzen Blvd., Charleroi, PA 15022

PHONE: (724) 483-1600 FAX: (724) 483-0990
CONTACT: Donald Ivill

Commercial / Exterior / General / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

B HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
122 Kerr Road, New Kensington, PA 15068
PHONE: (724) 339-7073  FAX: (724) 339-7076
CONTACT: David A. Harchuck

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W JENDOCO CONSTRUCTION
CORPORATION"

2000 Lincoln Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235
PHONE: 412-361-4500 FAX: 412-361-4790
CONTACT: Ruth Mazza

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

M A. RICHARD KACIN, INC.

795-22 Pine Valley Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15239
PHONE: 724-327-6694 FAX: 724-733-5993
CONTACT: A. Richard Kacin, Pres.
Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Residential

*Member of the MASTER BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION.

W KUSEVICH CONTRACTING, INC.

3 Walnut Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15223

PHONE: 782-2112  FAX: 782-0271

CONTACT: George Kusevich, Jr.

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations
Institutional

M LANDAU BUILDING COMPANY

9855 Rinaman Road, Wexford, PA 15090
PHONE: 935-8800  FAX: 935-6510

CONTACT: Thomas A. Landau

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W A. MARTINI & CO., INC.”

320 Grant Street, Verona, PA 15147

PHONE: 828-5500 FAX: 828-6488

CONTACT: Angelo Martini, Sr.

Commereial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renaovations

M MISTICK CONSTRUCTION

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PHONE: 322-1121  FAX: 322-9336

CONTACT: D. Thomas Mistick

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations
Residential

W MOSITES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY *
4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 923-2255 FAX: 788-1169

CONTACT: M. Dean Mosites

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial
Interior / Renovations

M NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
3 Glass Street, Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 276-0010  FAX: 276-8123

CONTACT: Janet Torriero

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

B PDG ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.”

102 Technology Drive, Export, PA 15632
PHONE: (724) 325-1449  FAX: (724) 327-3717
CONTACT: Shawn P. Regan

Asbestos abatement contractor

m POERIO INC.”

P.0. Box 11036, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: (412) 366-6767  FAX: (412) 366-1404
CONTACT: Frank T. Poerio

Commercial / Construction Management
General / Interior / Renovations

W REPAL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
2400 Ardmore Blvd., Suite 400,

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

PHONE: 271-3700  FAX: 271-3866

CONTACT: Bill Palmer, Jr.

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations / Residential

W TEDCO CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION”
TEDCO Place, Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 276-8080  FAX: 276-6804

CONTACT: Beth Cheberenchick

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

B TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY *
1400 Koppers Building

436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
PHONE: 412-255-5400 FAX: 412-255-0249
CONTACT: Raymond H. Steeb, 11l

Commercial / Construction management
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations

W JOSEPH VACCARELLO, JR. INC.”
P.0. Box 663, Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 412-276-2755 FAX: 412-276-7985
CONTACT: Gary Dickinson

Commercial / Highway / Industrial
Residential / Bulk excavation

Site development

M VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION
CORPORATION”

250 Curry Hollow Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
PHONE: 412-653-5454 FAX: 412-653-5755
CONTACT: Raymond A. Volpatt

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior
Renovations

W WJG CONTRACTING, INC.

P.0. Box 4286, Pittsburgh, PA 15203-0286
PHONE: 381-7098 FAX: 381-7698

CONTACT: William J. Gormley, Jr.

Commercial / Construction management
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations

W WRIGHT CONTRACT INTERIORS
2735 Railroad Street, Pittsburgh, PA 16222
PHONE: 412-471-2700 FAX: 412-471-5008
CONTACT: Robert C. Baier!

Commercial / Interior
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Retiecca Henn, Associate AIA

Firm: Celento Design.

Family: One partner in work and life.

Years in practice: 5.

Education: BArch, Carnegie Mellon University.

First job: Dairy Queen, Delmont, PA.

Project I’'m proudest of: The Pittsburgh Children’s Museum.

Most embarrassing moment: Telling my project manager that the contractor asked me out on a date.

Building I wish | had designed: Most of Frank Lloyd Wright's homes.

Building I’d like to tear down: The Jail, without hesitation.

If you hadn’t been an architect, | would have been: A Tibetan Yogi.

If someone made a movie of your life, who would play you? Audrey Hepburn.

If I could live anywhere in the world, it would be: | can live anywhere - | chose Pittsburgh!
The best part of my job is: Learning everything quickly.

The thing | would change about my job is: I'd hire a secretary.

What have you always wanted to tell your boss? I'm leaving the office to go home now.
What have you always wanted to tell your clients? Your taste exceeds your budget.
What’s the most annoying thing architects do? Pretend that a good architect makes a good manager.
Advice to young architects: Love what you do...all of it

Favorite interior: The Union Trust Building.

Favorite building: Vienna Post Office by Otto Wagner.

Favorite city: New York.

Favorite Pittsburgh neighborhood: The Strip District.

Favorite architect: Santiago Calatrava

Favorite architecture book: 7he Architecture of Benno Janssen by Donald Miller,

Best gift to give an architect is: Time.

What’s the next big architectural trend? More sustainable, environmentally friendly design.
Wish list for Downtown Pittsburgh: Less money for sports stadia, more for adaptive reuse in the City limits.
Some day, I'd like to: Be as good to my emplayees as | always wanted my bosses to be to me.

| want to be remembered for: Being kind.

The secret to my success is: Believing in the people around me

I belong to AIA because: Change happens through action.
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A LISTING OF AREA ENGINEERS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410.

W BARBER & HOFFMAN, INC.

101 E. Diamond Street, #302

Butler, PA 16001-5905

PHONE: (724) 477-1298  FAX: (724) 285-6675
CONTACT: Michael R. Miller, PE

Consulting / Structural

W BRACE ENGINEERING, INC.
3440 Babcock Boulevard, Box 15128
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: 367-7700  FAX: 367-8177
CONTACT: Frank C. Brace
Structural

M BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN
ASSOCIATES

400 Morgan Center, Butler, PA 16001

PHONE: (724) 285-4761 FAX: (724) 285-6815
CONTACT: David R. Linamen, PE.
Construction / Consulting / Electrical
Mechanical

H BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN
ASSOCIATES

650 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 394-7000  FAX: 394-7880
CONTACT: Don Rimer

Construction / Consulting / Electrical
Mechanical

M CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS, INC.

333 Baldwin Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 921-3402  FAX: 921-1815

CONTACT: Gregory P. Quatchak, PE.

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction
Consulting / Environmental / Geotechnical

M CLAITMAN ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC.

1340 OId Freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238
PHONE: 963-6700  FAX: 963-7217

CONTACT: Robert Rosenthal

Consulting / Mechanical

| DODSON ENGINEERING, INC.

420 One Chatham Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
PHONE: 261-6515  FAX: 261-6527

CONTACT: Herbert J. Brankley, PE.,

Gregory L. Calabria, PE

Consulting / Mechanical

m ELWOOD S. TOWER CORPORATION
8150 Perry Highway, Suite 319,

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: 369-7777  FAX: 364-8115
CONTACT: Theodore H. Dannerth, PE
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Telecommunications

M ENGINEERING MECHANICS, INC.

4636 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 923-1950 FAX: 787-5891

CONTACT: Daniel Grieco, Jr., PE

Testing & Inspection / Geotechnical
Consulting / Environmental

Blasting Vibrations

M FIRSCHING, RUSBARSKY AND WOLF
ENGINEERING, INC.

4240 Greensburg Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15221
PHONE: 271-5090 FAX: 271-5193

CONTACT: Daniel J. Wolf / David D. Rusbarsky /
Ted Marstiller, PE.

Consulting / Mechanical

B FOREMAN ARCHITECTS

ENGINEERS, INC.

P.0. Box 189, Zelienople, PA 16063

PHONE: 724-452-9690 FAX: 724-452-0136
CONTACT: David E. Foreman, PE.

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural

M THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC.
1011 Alcon Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
PHONE: 921-4030 FAX: 921-9960

CONTACT: Rose Griffin

Civil / Testing & Inspection / Consulting
Environmental

H GIPSON ENGINEERING

122 Kerr Road, P.0. Box 14359

Pittsburgh, PA 15239

PHONE: (724) 339-2911 FAX: (724) 339-8814
CONTACT: Stephen R. Gipson, PE.
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural

M GIPSON ENGINEERING

122 Kerr Road, P.0. Box 14359

Pittsburgh, PA 15239

PHONE: (724) 339-2911 FAX: (724) 339-8814
CONTACT: Stephen R. Gipson, PE
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural

W HENRY A. HEGERLE, P.E. C.B.0.

211 Charles Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15210-1603

PHONE: (412) 381-4989 FAX: (412) 381-4990
E-mail: hegerle@usaor.net

CONTACT: Henry A. Hegerle

Code Consulting / Plan Review / Site
Evaluation / Training

M HORNFECK ENGINEERING, INC.

1020 North Canal Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215
PHONE: 781-1500 FAX: 781-5593

CONTACT: Richard W. Petrie, PE

Consulting / Electrical / Instrumentation
Lighting / Telecommunications

M JSA/LAWLER ENGINEERS

P.0. Box 15508, Pittsburgh, PA 15244
PHONE: 412-788-1500 FAX: 412-787-5960
CONTACT: M. Timothy Lawler, Phd, PE.
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical

M L. ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES
415 Moon Clinton Road

Moon Township, PA 15108

PHONE: 262-5400 FAX: 262-3036

CONTACT: Thomas L. Blank, CIH, CSP

Joseph F. Moon, PE

Asbestos Management / Environmental
Site Assessments / Indoor Air Quality
Lead Based Paint Management

Radon Testing-Mitigation

Industrial Hygiene-Safety

Civil / Site / Structural

W KONEFAL & COMPANY, INC.
1108 South Braddock Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

PHONE: 244-5044  FAX: 244-5045
CONTACT: Stephan V. Konefal, P.E
Structural

M LENNON, SMITH, SOULERET
ENGINEERING, INC.

846 Fourth Avenue

Coraopolis, PA 15108

PHONE: 264-4400 FAX: 264-1200
CONTACT: Daniel S. Gilligan

Civil / Consulting / Environmental

W PETER F. LOFTUS DIVISION

Eichleay Engineers Inc., 6585 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206-4407

PHONE: 363-9000 FAX: 365-3304

CONTACT: Glenn Avick

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural / Telecommunications

Fire Detection & Protection

B MAZZA ENGINEERING

ASSOCIATES, INC

236 Center Grange Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001
PHONE: (724) 728-8110 FAX: (724) 728-8559
CONTACT: Jacqueling K. Mazza

Civil / Consulting / Mechanical / Structural
Transportation

W MEUCCI ENGINEERING, INC.
409 Elk Avenue, Carnegie PA 15106
PHONE: 276-8844 FAX: 276-2960
CONTACT: James B. Fath, PE
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical

B MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC.

413 Penn Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15085
PHONE: 412-823-2020 FAX: 412-824-7302
CONTACT: Debbie Faust

Structural / Civil / Geotechnical
Environmental / Testing & Inspection
Construction / Consulting

W POLYTECH, INC.

Three Gateway Center, 12th Floor, East Wing
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 995-1300 FAX: 995-1306

CONTACT: Michael C. Moore

Civil / Consulting / Electrical
Mechanical / Structural / Transportation
Construction Management

M RCF ENGINEERS, INC.

Fourth Floor, 209 Sandusky Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

PHONE: 231-5500 FAX: 231-6427

CONTACT: Mark S. Wolfgang, PE., President
Testing & Inspection / Consulting
Electrical / Environmental / Mechanical
Telecommunications

W SAI CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC.
300 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2571
PHONE: 392-8750 FAX: 392-8785

CONTACT: Walter S. Krasneski, Jr.

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Consulting
Structural / Transportation

W SE TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

98 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
PHONE: 221-1100 FAX: 257-6103

CONTACT: Frank Berchin

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction
Consulting / Electrical / Environmental
Geotechnical / Structural
Telecommunications / Transportation

M TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS, INC.

2419 Baldwick Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE: 412-937-8070 FAX: 412-937-8071
CONTACT: Sandra A. Sabo

Civil / Consulting / Transportation



Membership Committee

New member Kathryn R. Barnett, AIA is with DRS In-
teriors, Inc. and married to Mark Barnett who hangs his
hat at Perkins Eastman Architects. Some of her past projects
include the Ronald Reagan National Airport, USAirways
Clubs in San Francisco and Boston, and miscellaneous
facilities for Delta Airlines (we sense a trend herel). A Penn
State grad, Kathryn is a dog lover who likes ceramic and
stone design and installation projects. She tells us that,
“I'm striving to maximize the integration of the design pro-
cess between base building and interior architecture. “She
adds,” As a recent transferee to Pittsburgh, I'm very happy
to be here and I've found Pittsburgh to be a diverse and
dynamic place.” She's interested in either the Design
Awards or the Programs/Exhibits Committee, so chairs,
take note.

William J.E. Curran, AIA is another recent transplant
to the Steel City. He's with Perkins Eastman Architects and
trained at the University of Waterloo, Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada, and the Prince of Wales Institute of
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Architecture. Bill has an eclectic background, having
worked on diverse projects such as restaurants, retail space,
office interiors, educational facilities, high rise condomini-
ums, TV and radio broadcast facilities, urban housing and
urban design. Busy though he is, he's interested in the
Design Awards, Interns & Young Architects, and Urban
Design Committges.

Joseph M. Kostuch is also a new professional affiliate Barnett Kostuch
and is with Chicago Metallic Corp./Interfinish. A CCAC
grad, he's married to Joanne and the father of Joe and Jon.
When he isn't working on projects such as EPA — Chapel
Hill, University of North Carolina Hospital, Erie Correc-
tional in Ashtabula, and the Roman L. Hruska Courthouse
in Omaha, he's active as an AIA education provider, and as
a Pittsburgh CSI board member and membership chair.
Somehow, Joe finds time to play golf and practice martial

arts, and is interested in AIA's Membership Committee.

Curran
Welcome, Kathryn, Bill and Joe!

The best
foundation for ali

your projects.

AIA Contract Documents are fair to everyone — not just architects. They've been
respected and used for over 100 years because they’re based on broad construction
industry consensus. Get the contracts that are balanced and fair.

Put your contracts on solid footing.
Find the Distributor for Documents with fairness built in. For automatic
updates on Document changes as they occur, be sure to ask about
the Document Supplement Service. Contact AIA Pittsburgh, your
local distributor, at 412-471-9548 now.

AlA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
You can build on them.

AlA Contract Documents are a product of The American Institute of Architects.
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4 LISTING OF AREA BUSINESSES AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410.

W MATHIAS REPROGRAPHICS W THE WOZNIAK CORPORATION W C-AD SIGNS Services Directory,

950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 281-1800 FAX: 281-8243

CONTACT: Mark Mathias

Digital document plotting/printing,
Blueprinting, Construction Document
Management, Large format bond copies,
Phato reproductions, Copiers, plotters,
printers, papers, inks, toners.

2103 Montour Street, Coraopolis, PA 15108
PHONE: 412-264-7444  FAX: 412-264-7441

EMAIL: WOZCORP@aol.com

CONTACT: David Walter Wozniak, AIA, NCARB
CONTRACT DRAFTING - AutoCad or Manual
....Plus Pre-Design and Pre-Construction
Services, Construction Documents Review &
Coordination....and other support services.

111 Third Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215-2002
PHONE: 782-1147  FAX: 782-0645

CONTACT: Jack Harnick

Commercial signage, illuminated and non-
illuminated. Design, fabrication, erection
and maintenance.

M BUNTING GRAPHICS, INC.

you can list your business by
specialty in Columns, List

your firm under the heading of

your choice.

o Security Systems

*Blue Prints

20 River Road, Verona, PA 15147-1159 * HVAC ,
M TRI-STATE REPROGRAPHICS, INC. PHONE: 412-820-2200  FAX: 412-820-4404 » Electrical Service
911 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 “ E-MAIL: jody@buntinggraphics.com * Design
PHONE: 281-3538  FAX: 281-3344 CONTACT: Jody Bunting i
CONTACT: George R. Marshall B CLIMATECH, INC. Quality Architectural & Commercial Signage, * Roofing
Document Management, Digital B&W P.0. Box 367, Bridgeville, PA 15017 Neon, Interior & Exterior llluminated & non- * Signage
Plotting, Blueprinting, Specs/Binding, Large PHONE: 221-3844  FAX: 221-7786 illuminated, design, fabrication, installation, * Windows and Doors
& sma// 'Fg[ma[ [,‘g.[gr [,‘g'p/es, Mgun‘ling/ CONTACT. Wch Taback B maintenance (local 110,000 sq. ft o Brick Waterproofing "
Laminating, Supplies, Pickup & Delivery HVAC design & budget pricing, System Mfg. Plant) . i
evaluation, Consultation, Installation, "Jmem?' D es'“
W WASHINGTON REPROGRAPHICS, INC. Emergency service, Repair, Air balancing, W MVP/MATHIAS VISUAL PRODUCTS * CADD Services
DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH © 514 Liberty Avenue Comfort & energy enhancements, 950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 e Lumber
2 ROBINSON TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS Commercial, Industrial, Residential PHONE: 281-1800  FAX: 281-8243 eData
700 Vista Park Drive & 400 Hightower Boulevard CONTACT: Chris Mathias o Floor
WASHINGTON LOCATION ® 234 E. Maiden Street Signs, banners, exhibits, displays. COLOR i
CALL; 788-0640 or visit our website at OFFICE FURNITURE D;IJ?ECTprin!s & Duratrans. ;igiltlal inkjet * Carpeting
WWW.TEproresource.com. printing. Mounting & laminating. Display ’;‘T“e

CONTACT: John J. Dziak

Print project management, Digital black &
white (D/prints), Plotting, Scanning, CADD
Services, Specs/Binding, Color display
services, Mounting/Laminating, Equipment/
Supplies, Blueprinting, Pickup & delivery.

CUSTOM METAL WORK

W APPLEBY DESIGN

408 Crestview Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601

PHONE: 724-834-5077 OR: 412-681-3907

WEB SITE: www.sweetseat.com

Welded steel plus: Interior and exterior
detailing. Design and/or fabrication. Rails,
fences, gates, furniture, etc. Commercial or
residential. Large or small projects.

B WORKSCAPE, INC.

436 S. Main Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 920-6300  FAX: 920-7570

CONTACT: Dave Sauter

Sales, Service, Installation and project
management for all of your KNOLL &
KIMBALL office furniture. Special discounts
for architects.

frames, stands, lightboxes. Trade show
exhibits.

SPECIFICATIONS

= DEBORAH D. MARTONIK, CCS, WBE
EMAIL: Jaymax@pathway.net

PHONE: 1-888-220-4600 PHONE/ FAX: 475-4266
CONTACT. Deb Martonik

Contract Documents, Architectural and
Engineering Specifications Divisions 1-14
Certified Construction Specifier.

WATERPROOFING CONTRACTOR

W T-n-D OF PITTSBURGH, INC.

1422 Frey Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

PHONE: 412-374-1330  FAX: 412-374-1330
CONTACT: Art Hawk or John Gibbon

W. PA’s selected contractor utilizing KOCH
material’s “TUFF-N-DRI” waterproofing
systems. “GUARANTEED DRY”

« Plumbing

Call Tom Lavelle at 412-862-

3410 for details on how you

can reach the right audience

with our new directory!

The La Roche College Interior Design Department seeks to increase its pool of adjunct faculty with trained designers who have an
interest in teaching such subjects as rendering, drafting, basic design, history, lighting design, CAD. Call Carolyn Freeman at 412-
536-1017.

MARKETPLAGE

FOR RENT: Office/Retail, September 1, 1999, 5835 Ellsworth Avenue, Shadyside. 705sf (total) Second Floor with Third Floor Loft,
Private Powder Room. Just Renovated — $1,200.00/month + utilities. Call 412-363-4622.

5835 1/2 Ellsworth Avenue, Rear. 475sf Office/One Bedroom Apartment. Full Bath, Kitchen, Just Renovated. $500/month + utilities.
Garage Space available for $50/month. Call 412-363-4622



Upcoming Issues

To contribute to an issue or submit a story idea, please
contact the editor at 412-362-1844 or email:
cheryltowers@mizeraktowers.com

SEPTEMBER
Reshaping the Region II: Erie and NW PA
(Deadline for submission is July 19.)

OCTOBER
Reshaping the Region I1I: Middle PA

NOVEMBER
Building a Rural Practice

DECEMBER
Design Awards

YEAR 2000
Columns will explore innovative projects using glass,
wood, aluminum, stone and steel.
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Strong
Statements

{1l

! "lll l l l Barrel Chair

shown in leather
$1,862.00

Pe 7/'[0 7»@} IN ASSOCIATION WITH BEXLEY HEATH LTD., IS PROUD TO

ANNOUNCE  THE AVAILABILITY OF A LIMITED NUMBER OF PIECES THAT REPRODUCE
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT'S ORIGINAL DESIGNS. NEVER INTENDED FOR MASS PRODUC-
TION, THESE PIECES HAVE BEEN CRAFTED TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS.

B For more information about this exceptional collection call us at 412-431-2220.
2220 E.Carson Street, Pittsburgh

The Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation has not authenticated these products

aSttonent P £ R0 R A

Personally Serving the West
Pennsylvania and Obio areas.

Dan Trimble & Co.

80 Old Gate Road 800-357-8555
Penn Run, PA 15765 Fax: 724-349-2335
wwuw.riverbendtf.com
dtrimble@microserve.net

Riverbend
TIMBER FRAMING

Timbered spaces that inspire

Seminars brought to your firm.




Because the
Best Windows
"Are Built
Out of Your

Imagination

Building a home is like
putting together a puzzle.
Every detail, from the
windows to the electrical
outlets, is a piece of the

homeowner’s bigger picture.

Kolbe & Kolbe offers wood windows
and doors in a wide variety of standard shapes
and sizes. In addition, Kolbe & Kolbe specializes
in custom millwork providing you with endless
design possibilities. Bring the pieces of your

puzzle together with Kolbe & Kolbe wood
Local

Kolbe & Kolbe
sl Projects include:

» Nevillewood Clubhouse

 Nevillewood Carriage Houses

is]
 Nevillewood Private Residences AI mz.
(several) . .

heumstaAeESEEI TR A B BUILDING PRODUCT
CENTERS

windows and doors.

+ Southpointe Country Club
» Chestnut Ridge Condominiums

*» Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church Washington, PA McMurray, PA Wexford, PA

= . . 1-70, Exit 6 Rt.19 South Perry Highway (Rt.19)
Westminster Presbyterlan Church 1600 Jefferson Ave. Donaldson’s Co:rossroads across from Wright Pontiac

» D.T.Watson Rehabilitation Center (724) 222-6100 (724) 941-4800 (724 933.3220

* Curry Senior Citizens Home

« Grace Manor Nursing Home www.lorenzilumber.com



