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HOMEFRONT

BY BECKY SPEVACK

I am writing this while sitting on my front porch on a sunny spring morning. A cup of joe from our
neighborhood coffee shop helps provide inspiration. Neighbors are out walking their dogs and the
sounds of the season are in the air. Sure, the birds are singing and the breeze rustles through the
fresh green leaves on surrounding trees. But it's more than that. I hear neighbors calling out greet-
ings to one another from across the street; lawn mowers roar as they march back and forth, back and
forth; and about a block away, I can hear the volunteers who are planting flowers in our commu nity
garden at the portal of our neighborhood, spending their precious weekend helping to beautify this
place we call home. And this may all seem perfectly normal and banal to you. It is, after all, a com-
monplace description of life in a community, of which there are so many within these city limits. But
for me, it still puts a smile on my face, a welcome change from a childhood spent in an unplanned
suburb. Don’t get me wrong, I had a great childhood, but the neighborhood I grew up in (using the
term “neighborhood” loosely) consisted of three streets in the middle of corn fields, with houses that
were built there piece-meal over a period of 25 years. There were no sidewalks, no street lights. No
main street or business district. We had a pizza shop less than a mile away, but weren’t allowed to
walk there because the country roads were too narrow and too heavily trafficked. While we have
family friends going on 30 years from living there, there wasn’'t a ‘community’, and I grew up wish-
ing1lived in a city or town.

As a child, I didn’t know about main street programs or what a walkable community was, al-
though Ialready knew I wanted to live in one. Since leaving the nest, | have only lived in metropoli-
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tan areas, and don’t see that changing anytime in the near future. [ am excited to
share ‘city-living” with my daughter, riding the bus to downtown together, walk-
ing to the butcher shop or playground, knowing our crossing guard by name.
While she won’t know playing hide-and-go-seek in a field of corn that’s taller
than you are, I think the trade-offs we have made are well worth it.

With each new issue of Columns, as | piece together the contents, I like to step

back and try to determine if there are any themes within it’s pages. As each fea-
ture came into focus over the past few months, it became quickly apparent that there were a couple of
common threads. The first is community - creating, respecting, invigorating community. Our main
feature, written by Virginia Shields, takes a look at some local community development corporations
and the projects they have and are tackling in the city’s neighborhoods. Each place brings with it a
different set of problems, but all of the CDCs are working for the betterment of one thing - the com-
munity. Another theme that ties into all of our features is revitalization. We have two of our member
architects moonlighting as writers - Rob Pfaffmann, AIA and Ken Doyno, AIA - who have taken the
time out of their busy lives to contribute their thoughts on the Civic Arena’s future. This story has
been playing out in city hall and the local newspapers, but these men approach the subject not only
looking at what is best for the building, but what is best for the community involved (there’s that first
theme again). Finally, we are using just a few of these pages to celebrate AIA Pittsburgh’s executive
director, Anne Swager, Hon. AIA. She celebrated 20 years with this organization in May, and her
contributions are innumerable. The work she has done for the chapter, the profession, and the city
make her an invaluable asset, and the chapter would not be where it is today without her leadership.
She’s helped this community of architects become citizen architects, guiding volunteer work so that
this group of design experts have their voices heard. We thank her for the years she’s devoted, and

are looking forward to what the future holds.




GUILT BY

3 | COLUMNS JUN10 VIEWPOINT

ASSOCIATION

BY ANNE J. SWAGER, HON. AIA

It is ironic that we are featuring a story in Col-
umns this month about local community devel-
opment corporations. My first interaction with
architects began when [ ran a local CDC in Mt.
Lebanon while sitting on the Board of the South
Side Local Development Company (SSLDC). The
irony goes even further when you consider that
Caroline Boyce, Executive Director of ATA PA was
the executive director of SSLDC when |
was the executive director for Uptown
Mt. Lebanon. We both ran “main street
programs” that focused on improving
facades and signage in our business
districts to attract new businesses and
new customers. For both of us, one
part of our jobs was managing design review
committees which helped determine the award-
ing of grant money for facade improvements. It
became quickly apparent that those projects that
came in under an architect’s seal were infinitely
better than the ones put together by a local sign
company or small general contractor.
Community activism was also a big part of
the job. Twenty-five years ago, | got many raised
eyebrows and even some sneers when I extolled
the virtue of a neighborhood downtown over the
mall. “Walkable” did not have any cache and
PennDOT, Port Authority, and a host of others
were mostly focused on designing for the car
and not for the human. The AIA has become
much more of an activist organization over the
years. But because we are about the profession
and for the profession, our mission does not give
us a clear cut direction on how to come down on
some of the biggest issues of the day. This month
we have guest writers giving their perspectives
on the Civic Arena. My thanks to Rob Pfaffmann,
AIA and Ken Doyno, AIA for being tireless advo-
cates for design and the built environment. They

both give inordinate amounts of time and ener-

gy to numerous causes and were very willing to
share their thoughts on this issue.

I confess that it feels presumptuous to have
an article in Columns this month about my 20
yvear career with the ATA. When the Board and
my staff approached me with the idea of cel-
ebrating this milestone, I was both deeply flat-
tered and somewhat mortified. My father worked
for Procter and Gamble his entire ca-
reer. He retired when he was 62, justa
couple years short of the 40 year mile-
stone. While this may seem remark-
able nowadays, it is what everybody
did when I was growing up. From
that perspective, 20 years seems like
a mere drop in the bucket.

It is very flattering to think 1 have made
a difference but the reality is that the AIA is a
“team sport.” My staff does the “heavy lifting”
and my role is much more one of pushing, pull-
ing, prodding, guiding, and educating. I am very
fortunate to have worked with so many of you
over the years. [ draw a great deal of energy and
enthusiasm from your creative spirit and your
desire to do things because “it is right.” I have
learned an enormous amount from all of you
about design, the business of architecture, and
the importance of place-making in society. Your
passion for what you do has led me to enter every
building looking up to see if the owner skimped
on the ceiling, and to think nothing of comment-
ing out loud about what I do and do not like about
the design of a space even though I couldn’t de-
sign my way out of a paper bag.

The public holds the profession of architec-
ture and architects in very high esteem. In ret-
rospect, guilt by association is a powerful aph-
rodisiac and keeps me coming to work everyday.
Riding on your coat tails has been a great ride

and to me the fun has only just begun.
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BUILD PITTSBURGH 2010:
LESSONS IN TRUST

The “Elephant in the Room" brought together architects, contractors, and developers to address
issues of trust among the professions. The panel, from left to right: Susan Lami, AIA, Lami Grubb
Architects; moderator Dutch MacDonald, AlIA of MAYA Design; Aaron Stauber, Rugby Realty.
Inc.; Joe Burchick, Burchick Construction; Jill Swensen, AIA, Burt Hill; Craig Dunhum, Rubinoff
Company; and Jon O'Brien, Master Builders Association.

AIA Pittsburgh’s 9™ annual continuing education conference was held
May 6" at the David L.. Lawrence Convention Center and was a full day
focused on building better relationships between owners, architects,
contractors, and engineers.

The morning started with a keynote address presented by William
Black, B.Sc, LEED AP, FIGP. Black is the National Director of Strategic
Business Solutions for Haworth and is also a founding member of the
group Mindshift, which comprises members representing all aspects of
the construction process. The address, “Mindshift - A Culture of Col-
laborative Design and Delivery”, took a hard look at the industry and
where it is heading; Black spoke of how to push for the change necessary
to survive and emphasized the need for collaboration. “A system in need
of change is a system worth changing,” he said, “and our future depends
on it.”

The rest of the day was filled with educational seminars ranging
from the “Top Ten Green Building Products” to “What Else Can I Do with
This Architecture Degree?”. The recurring theme of trust could be found
throughout the day’s agenda, in sessions such as “The Value of Good De-
sign: Owner Perspectives”, “Compare & Contrast: [IPD vs. Design/Build”,
and especially in “The Elephant in the Room: Distrust among Architects,
Contractors, and Developers”. Moderated by Dutch MacDonald, AIA,
“The Elephant in the Room...” brought together a panel of six architects,

Fittsburgh
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contractors, and developers to talk over stereotypes of each profession, how
those stereotypes impede progress, and how to work to break them down.
The panel confronted misconceptions, truthfully addressing how misunder-
standings have negatively impacted projects and conversely, how projects
that emphasized collaboration from Day | ended with a successful product

and happy client.

The event closed with a cocktail reception and exhibitor show, where
over 25 vendors presented their wares lo a receptive crowd. Once again, AIA Build Pittsburgh keynote

. ; ; ; . . . aker William Black
Pittsburgh created a day full of enlightening and timely information. [ SPRESE I FE0

HAVE YOU PECHA KUCHA'ED LATELY?

If not, then now is the time to start! What is Pecha Kucha exactly? It’s a fun-

filled evening based around a presentation format of 20 images x 20 seconds.

Join ATA Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh chapter of AIGA for PKN (or Pecha Ku-
cha Night) on Thursday, June 17" at the Rex Theater. 1602 East Carson Street. lght
Cost is $5; doors open at 7 pm, presentations begin at 8 pm. Guaranteed to be

a fun evening, you won’t want to miss it! (If you can’t make it this time, stay

tuned, because the next installation of PKN will be held in the fall.)

PARK(ING) DAY 2010

PARK(ing) Day is an annual, one-day, global event where artists, designers,
activists, and residents independently but simultaneously transform metered
parking spots into “PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public parks. This year’s
annual PARK(ing) Day is Friday, September 17, and AIA Pittsburgh is look-
ing for volunteers to participate to create a spot Downtown. Anyone can par-
ticipate, the concept is yours to play with! If you have an idea or would like to
be involved, call AIA Pittsburgh at 412-471-9548 or email info@aiapgh.org.

Specialists in Lighting
Restoration and Design

Our services include Full Lighting Restoration & Repair| Rewiring|

Typ h OO n Patination | Plating | Onsite Consultation| Custom Fixture Fabrication |

: . Reputable Commercial & Residental Lighting Lines|Lampshades|
Lighting

1130 S. Braddock Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15218 | 412.242.7050 | typhoonlighting.com
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developing
community

The impact of local CDCs on the neighborhoods where we live
BY VIRGINIA SHIELDS

It starts with a meeting, a seed of concern that grows into a dialog, rooted in the heart of a city.
Size, demographics. and location differ at every meeting, bul the topic is always the same: how can
we make our community safer, more diverse, more livable, and more prosperous? The discussion
morphs into analysis. Residents, public officials, police, and community leaders all lend a voice or a
concern to address the issues. Market and city data is scoured and absorbed. A plan of action is made

and a community development corporation is born.

Pittsburgh is no stranger to Community Devel-
opment Corporations (CDCs), as the city has

been subject to many serious revitalization ef-

forts since its decline after the fall of Big Steel.
One local CDC with big plans is East Liberty
Development Incorporated (ELDI). They have
been working in the community since 1979 to
bring businesses and denizens back to East Lib-
erty. One of their priorities is to provide afford-
able and energy efficient housing for all resi-
dents. They have established housing for home-
less mothers recovering from substance abuse
through the Sojourner MOMS project. These
projects help parents get back on their feet and
reunited with their children, repairing their re-

lationships and strengthening the community.
OPPOSITE: East Liberty transit loop, circa 1928
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A vision for East Liberty

A major housing project ELDI helped fa-
cilitate is New Pennley Place, a mixed-income
residential community named for its occu-
pancy of the corner of Negley and Penn. New
Pennley Place is an attempt to fix the errors of
the Urban Renewal Project of the 1960s, which
had previously builta HUD-insured apartment
complex on the site. By 1997, that complex had
significantly deteriorated and many homes
were left vacant due to defunct mortgages and
poorly maintained properties. This is when
ELDI partnered with The Community Build-
er’s Inc. (TCB) to reclaim the property and re-
place the dilapidated homes with new, mixed-
income housing with safe, public spaces. TCB,
a national non-profit organization specializing
in housing revitalization, initiated the several
stage renovation and transformed nearly 200
homes. Those still residing in the old HUD
housing units (and were in good standing)
were allowed to stay during the construction

and move into one of the new homes, often with
the unexpected surprise of lowered rent, cour-
tesy of TCB’s mortgage refinancing, and low-
ered utility costs.

ELDI is no stranger to inventive solutions to
its housing, either. In 2007, they purchased an
abandoned building on Rippey Street after East
Liberty residents thwarted plans to convert
it into housing for ex-cons. ELDI’s innovative
resolution for this property was to transform it
into a co-housing unit. With co-housing, resi-
dents have their own apartments or houses but
share public spaces like fitness rooms, dining
halls, and rec centers. Like the rest of ELDI’s
new housing, the building would be fitted with
a green roof and solar panels to make it more
energy efficient and affordable for its residents.
While the project was determined to not be fea-
sible at this specific locale, ELDI learned a lot
from the process; to create co-housing is to find
a near-perfect match - the right piece of real



estate, a common vision among all partners,
and finances to support that vision. ELDI con-
tinues to encourage residents to work together
and strengthen the community.

Another goal for ELDI is attracting busi-
ness to East Liberty. They have already made
a difference by creating a Small Business Loan
Fund and Advisory Committee, allowing small
businesses like the Shadow Lounge and Abay
to thrive in East Liberty alongside larger cor-
porations (also enticed by ELDI) like Whole
Foods Market and Borders. To further the com-
mercial revitalization efforts, ELDI is partner-
ing with the City of Pittsburgh to make Penn
Circle more navigable by removing concrete
islands, reconnecting streets in a grid pattern,
restructuring curbs and sidewalks. The biggest
change, however, transforms the one-way sec-
tion between South Highland and Collins Av-
enues into a two-way street. The intent is to al-
low traffic to flow more freely to and from East
Liberty and give the business district back its
“main street” feeling.

Funding the Penn Circle renovations is the
Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh
(URA), which has been shaping the city since
1946 when it was one of the first restorative
agents in Pennsylvania. They take some of the
first steps in rehabilitating vacant houses or
contaminated building sites, and pave the way
for CDCs to build new houses and shops. They
also work with communities to assess their
needs and develop a plan of action, even edu-
cate local leaders about their options and how to
take full advantage of their opportunities. The
URA also has programs aimed at helping home
buyers and home owners. The Pittsburgh Home
Ownership Program offers below market mort-
gages to home buyers. Another, the Pittsburgh
Home Rehabilitation Program, offers 0% loans
for up to $25,000 to help home owners make
necessary renovations.

Some of its more unique undertakings, how-
ever, are the many brownfield sites that the
URA has reclaimed and rehabilitated in the

years since the end of Pittsburgh’s industrial
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The Liberty Building, home of East Liberty Development
Incorporated, under renovation in 2002

5801 Penn Avenue, designed by Strada LLC, combines 11,000 sf
of retail space with 54 mixed-income rental units

: 5 A - 5w

ELDI, with partners S&A Homes, Pfaffmann + Associates,
IBACOS, and mossArchitects designed a housing model that is
enegry efficient and blends into the size and scale of the adjacent
architecture
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5801 Penn Aveue, Strada LLC

days. Brownfield sites are contaminated par-
cels of land that, typically, were once industrial
factories and mills which have long since been
abandoned. These toxic areas are often devoid
of life and can be very difficult and expensive
to restore. Given Pittsburgh’s notorious indus-
trial history, it’s not difficult to believe that there
were many brownfield sites all over the city.

One of the URA’s first brownfield projects
was Gateway Center, near Point Park, which is
still in use today. More recent brownfield proj-
ects include the South Side Works. This 123 acre
property, once the home of the LTV Steel Fin-
ishing Mill, deteriorated into a toxic brownfield
river site when the steel industry plummeted.
The URA acquired the riverside property in 1993
and since then, has given out over $14.6 million
in grants and loans to fund businesses, which,
along with investments from the private sector,
has rehabilitated the land and attracted nation-
al companies like American Eagle Outfitters to
invest in Pittsburgh’s South Side. According to
the URA, property values for nearby buildings
have shot up between 160 and 220% over the last
8 years. When compared to the city average of
only 20% during the same time period, the im-
pact of the South Side Works rehabilitation on
the area is made abundantly clear.

Another CDC shaping the region is Pitts-
burgh Partnership for Neighborhood Develop-
ment (PPND). Formed in 1983, the PPND is an
intermediary that connects communities to re-
sources, investors, education options, and others
with common goals. They encourage different
neighboring communities to work together to
achieve similar goals and collectively apply for
funding. They also provide funding for training
local leaders in fields like business, real estate,
and finance, and help those leaders strategize
to find the best solutions that fit their neighbor-
hood’s specific problems.

In 2007, the PPND partnered with private
organizations and government officials in Pitts-
burgh to form the CD Collaborative. Their mis-
sion was to pool their resources to accelerate

revitalization across the city and increase their



Rooftop view from East Liberty towards the new Bakery Square

level of impact. They studied city data and best
practices from other coalitions in the nation,
and decided to focus on four main regions in the
city: the Allegheny City Corridor, the East End
Corridor, the Greater Uptown Corridor and the
Southern Hilltop Corridor. Each geographical
region now has a working group, which meets
monthly with the community and public offi-
cials to address problems and discuss solutions.
These groups are devoted to strengthening the
assets within the city and believe in revitaliza-
tion over demolition.

The coalition sparked discourse in the Hilltop
communities, who began a seven week discus-
sion process, known as the Dialogues-To-Action,
after which 125 people gave their recommenda-
tions and voted on which issues they should tack-
le first. They set their sights on reclaiming vacant
properties and coordinating social services, with
new discussions covering public safety and the

police relationship with residents.
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From these discussions the Hilltop Alliance
was created, which unites the communities of
Allentown, Arlington, Arlington Heights, Belt-
zhoover, Bon Air, Carrick, Knoxville, Mt. Oli-
ver, Mt. Oliver Borough, and St. Clair under one
umbrella organization to serve the greater good
of the Hilltop. The Alliance stresses the impor-
tance of working together, following a national
model of Everyday Democracy, which encour-
ages participatory analysis of a community’s
needs to address their most persistent problems
and find the best strategy to solve them. They
work within the ten Hilltop communities to
reclaim vacant lots, turn them into affordable
housing, and educate members of the commu-
nity about their rights, available assistance,
and education opportunities. Their goal is to
maintain and take advantage of the assets al-
ready in existence in the Hilltop, so some of its
focus is devoted to saving homes by mitigating

foreclosures and weatherizing to lower heating
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costs, allowing people to stay in the Hilltop and
live comfortably.

One of their goals is the creation of a One-
Stop-Shop. One-quarter of the Hilltop popula-
tion lives below the poverty line and many resi-
dents don’t know how to get needed assistance
with finances, utilities and food, or employ-
ment. The One-Stop-Shop will be a single loca-
tion where neighbors could go to learn about
and apply for assistance, and search for em-
ployment. The Action Team behind the One-
Stop-Shop holds monthly meetings and uses
grassroots campaigns to get more involvement
from the community. Their short term goal is
to create and maintain an online directory of
available services.

CDC is the
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation (BGC). The
BGC was formed in 1978 when Reverend Leo

Another notable Pittsburgh

Henry, concerned with the deterioration of
his beloved neighborhood, gathered his com-
munity and urged them to help save Garfield
and Bloomfield. That night, he proposed the

Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation selling shares

to the community for $5 each to gain their in-

volvement. The BGC became official one year
later and its efforts since have been all-encom-
passing.

They have built new houses and renovated
old ones, supplying each house with energy ef-
ficient appliances and heating to reduce utility
costs. This ensures that people can afford to
stay in their homes, strengthening the commu-
nity and making it safer.

The BGC has revitalized the commercial
district along Penn Avenue, bringing in art gal-
leries and restaurants. Vegan-friendly eateries
like Spak Brothers and The Quiet Storm as well
as hip art galleries and music venues like Gar-
field Artworks and ModernFormations have
transformed Garfield into a happening place.
The Penn Avenue Arts Initiative, partnering
with the BGC, has quickened the effort by cre-
ating Unblurred, a monthly gallery crawl along
the Penn Avenue corridor. They have also re-
duced crime by forming a Public Safety Task
Force that meets monthly with police officials
and citizens to address problems and strategize
the best solutions for making the neighborhood

safer.

S
The Town Square at South Side Works



By opening a Youth Development Center, the
BGCis also giving area youth a head start. They
have created and run over 100 after-school pro-
grams that help students graduate, get help with
classes online, find internships, and eventually
find employment. They have also launched a
Youth Employment Program, which helps 17-21
year olds find employment around the region
and gain valuable experience. With these pro-
grams in place, the BGC is helping to ensure the

Penn Fairmont Apartments by Rothschild Doyno Collaborative,
on Penn Avenue, Garfield

13 |COLUMNS JUN10 FEATURE

The Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation and the
Penn Avenue Arts Initiative have partnered for
Unblurred, a monthly gallery crawl along the
Penn Avenue corridor

continued thriving of Garfield, Bloomfield, and
Friendship.

The BGC has also partnered with other
CDC’s from Bloomfield, Garfield, Friendship,
and Lawrenceville to form the Penn Avenue
Corridor Phasing Plan Committee (PACPPC). As
their name suggests, the PACPPC is responsible
for the revitalization of the Penn Avenue Corri-
dor, a project that is slated to start next summer.
The Penn Corridor project will improve the de-
teriorating conditions on Penn Avenue, between
34th Street and Negley Avenue by replacing
sidewalks; installing new pedestrian and traffic
lights, trees, and benches; and repaving and re-
structuring the street. The PACPPC has worked
closely with the community and developers to
pinpoint the community needs and tailor the
project to the specific flow of people, cars, and
businesses along the corridor. The end result
should be a safer, less congested Penn Avenue,
which should increase business interest and
community pride.

Pittsburgh has come a long way since its
smoky industrial days, thanks to the dedication
ofits people and the CDCs they have formed. Its
growing reputation of excellence in energy ef-
ficient building and its continued community
improvements have started to draw people to
the Golden Triangle, and last year Pittsburgh

gained residents for the first time in decades.
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STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS

Anne J. Swager, Hon. AIA Celebrates 20 Years at AlA Pittsburgh
BY BECKY SPEVACK

In trying to learn more about AIA Pittsburgh’s executive director, I first went
right to the source: interviewing Anne over coffee, getting her insights first-
hand. ButIthought that searching through the only available archives of the
chapter would also help guide me in the right direction, exposing what the
last20 years have looked like for this membership organization. So, naturally,
I turned to back issues of Columns... 20 years worth of back issues. Over the
course of a weekend, sitting on my favorite couch, I journeyed through two
decades of issues, events, and opinions as printed in this magazine’s pages.
I learned more about how much this city has grown and evolved over that
course of time in a few afternoons than I have in the five years I’ve lived
here. It also helped cement in my mind the role this organization’s leader has

played in ensuring that architects are seen in the public eye as the experts in
design.

Anne Swager started at ATA Pittsburgh on May 15", 1990, diving into a
complex organization with no one to guide or educate her. “There was no one
to train me,” she recalls, “and I spent most of the early years just trying to
understand the profession - learning about licensure, what exactly architects
do, how firms function, what the AIA really was. It was probably four years
until I really felt like I knew what I was doing at the job.” But she had also .
come into the job with no expectations. And that, she feels, enabled her to see i
and learn in an open way. “One of the first things [ realized is that architects
are admired and trusted, and I soon began to grasp that that respect would
open the door as to what impact the profession could have on the comanu-
nity [beyond designing buildings], and therefore what impact the AIA could
have.” e

With that realization in mind, Swager began to guide the organization
and its members, focusing on advocacy. Over the first ten years of her tenure;
ATA Pittsburgh held and participated in charrettes and community faruw
to influence and lend an educated voice to the public processes on a Var1- i1
ety of projects, including the Wabash Bridge Tunnel, Pittsburgh’s riverfronts ..
(which helped expose the need for the creation of the Riverlife Task Fore
now known as Riverlife), the Pittsburgh Downtown Plan, numerous mayei:al
forums, and more. She has also helped populate volunteer organizations WIEQ <
architect leaders, helping make connections and recommending members
for appropriate boards. “We wanted architects to have their rightful 1mp§9§ﬂ
on these issues, so we had to get involved,” she said.

(Building Information Modeling) and IPD (Integrated Project g@éfivery)
ATA Pittsburgh’s main goal to do just that.



When asked why she’s stayed these past 20 years, Swager reinforc-
es that the AIA is a leadership organization, and that to build leaders
means to constantly be meeting and working with new people. She has
worked closely with 20 different board presidents, even more board
members, and numerous others. As the issues within the profession
and the city are constantly changing, so are the people she finds her-
self interacting with, and that, she says, keeps her interested in what
she’s doing. It has helped her to truly learn, firsthand, that everyone
has something to bring to the table. “It’s hard to open yourself up to
thinking in different ways,” Swager admits, “but if you listen, really
listen, you slowly realize that everyone has something to offer. It took a
little while for me to understand this, but it humbled me once I did.”

I personally met Anne at my interview in the summer of 2005. My
husband and I had moved here a few months before and I knew very
few in this city. Being offered a job at AIA Pittsburgh became the link
to what would become my family here in the city. We have met almost
all of our friends through connections with the ATA. The job also be-
came a place for me to grow. Anne has a long history of hiring ‘trans-
plants’, creating opportunities for new young professionals within the
city, providing them with a reason to stay. And if you look back over
the staff she has hired over the past decade, you will find that we all
still live here, have made Pittsburgh our home, and are growing into
leaders as well.

Ms. Swager has had an undeniable impact, both on the organiza-
tion as a whole and on the countless individuals she has worked with
personally. She approaches her work with passion, drive, and a dry
wit that have made her a successful ambassador of the value of good
design in a multitude of situations and scenarios. AIA Pittsburgh and
the city itself are better for it.

Anne Swager gathers with many AIA staffers, past and present, at the 2009 wedding of former
assistant executive director Maya Haptas. From left, rear: Mike Sriprasert, Kate Diersen, Maya
Haptas Henry, Rachael Kelley and Becky Spevack. Front: Courtney Curatola and Anne Swager
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

20 Years at
AlA Pittsburgh

1991
* AIA Pittsburgh celebrates its 100"
anniversary

1992

® Wabash Bridge Tunnel charrette

® Riverweek held in September,
including the Riverfront Symposium
and Undercurrents Roundtable
Discussion. discussing the future of
riverside development in Pittsburgh

1996

* Reshaping the Region - a series of
community forums and charrette
focused on suburban development in
the region

2000

* Anne Swager made Honorary AIA

® Future of Pittsburgh’s Riverfront
Forum. hosted by the Riverlife Task
Force and the Heinz Architectural
Center

2001

® Steel Valley Revitalization charrette
held in Homestead. addressing the
areas of Homestead. West Homestead.
and Munhall

2002

* Pennsylvania Barrier Project. a
process spearheaded by AIA
Pittsburgh to redesign the barriers
used to line the deck of the Fort Pitt
bridge with the hopes of keeping this
stunning doorway to the city intact,
is successful. The Project goes on
to win an AIA National Component
Excellence Award for Government
Affairs: Single Initiative or Project.

AlA Pittsburgh holds first continuing
education conference, “Tri AIA”, which
will morph into Build Pittsburgh.




MNS N10 BRH ING

16 | f

FROM THE
FIRMS

Direct Energy Business, one
of North America’s leading
integrated energy compa-
nies, came lo Pittsburgh in
June 2009 when it acquired
Strategic Energy LLC for
$300 million. The company
signed a five-year lease for
52,000 sf at Liberty Center in
Downtown. Desmone & As-
sociates Architects provided
the interior design and space
planning to accommodate
300 people within the space,
now the company’s North
American headquarters.

Strada LLC with Allen

& Shariff Engineering

have completed the Dick’s
Sporting Goods Corporate
Headquarters in Findlay
Township. The $150 million,
670,000 sf project includes
merchandising rooms. ex-
ecutive offices, staff work-
places, as well as an athletic
facility, auditorium, employ-
ee cafe, airstrip, and hangar
for the corporate jet. The
project recently won NAIOP
Pittsburgh awards in the
“Built-To-Suit” and “Green
Building-Office” categories.

BUSINESS
BRIEFS

Burt Hill has appointed Kevin
Moore to lead corporate
development efforts for the
firm. In this newly estab-
lished position at Burt Hill,
Moore will work closely
with the Board of Directors,
the Executive Committee,
the Practice Committee, and
members of the C-Suite on

various assignments.

Edwin Pope has joined Lami
Grubb Architects LP as a

Dick’s Sporting Goods Corporate Headquarters

principal. As an architect
with over 25 years of ex-
perience, Pope will focus

on expanding the banking,.
medical, educational, reli-
gious, and senior care part
of the practice. As part of the
expansion, the firm has also
elevated Clint Myers and
Christian Pegher, AlA to as-
sociates.

MGM Automation has
opened its new Design Cen-
ter on Rt. 19 South in Mt.
Lebanon. The 1500 sf space
looks more like a home than
a business, where patrons
can experience the Jatest

in technology from “green”
lighting and automation
controls to custom audio/
video in a real life setting.
The space is complete with a

home theater boastinga 110”

projection screen and 7.1
surround sound system, as

well as touch panels that can

automate any system in the
home including HVAC and
lighting. MGM is also par-
ticipating in a LEED home
in Pine Richlands where
the automation system auto-
matically opens and closes
windows based on tempera-
tures and humidity outside;
the lighting control system
also turns lights up or down
in the home depending on
natural light from outside.

MGM Automation Design Center

Kelly Brown, AIA and David
Wells, AIA have become
shareholders at Radelet Mc-
Carthy Polletta. Wells has
been at the firm since 19953,
and Brown joined in 2002.

SPRINGBOARD Architecture
Communication Design LLC
has added two professionals
to its Pittsburgh office. Shan-
non Ashmore has been hired
as a project architect. After
receiving her Bachelor of Ar-
chitecture degree from Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute,
Ms. Ashmore moved to San
Francisco where she worked
with SKidmore Owings and
Merrill and Esherick Hom-
sey Dodge & Davis. Ashmore
has extensive professional
experience with a variety

of award-winning projects
including library and class-
room buildings, community
centers, urban design, and
master planning. Ashmore
is also an Adjunct Instructor
for Architectural Studies at
the University of Pittsburgh.
She currently serves on the
Sewickley Planning Com-
mission and is a former
member of the Sewickley
Historic Review Commis-
sion. Nicolas Hawken has
been hired as a project de-
signer. Educated in the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United
States, Hawken received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from
New York University and

a Bachelor of Architecture
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degree from the City College
of New York. Before mov-
ing to Pittsburgh, Hawken
worked at Gwathmey Siegel
& Associates Architects.
Hawken’s emphasis on sus-
tainable design has led to
his professional involvement
with many LEED certified
projects.

Technology consulting firm
The Sextant Group, Inc. has
agreed to purchase West
Coast-based lighting, stage
and studio facility plan-
ning and design firm Nor-
man Russell Design. This
strategic pairing of these
two key consultants in the
AEC industry will have
significant implications in
services offered and delivery
capabilities for clients, both
in California and throughout
North America.

KUDOS

Thomas Celli, AlA of Celli-
Flynn Brennan Architects

has recently been named to
the Board of Trustees of the
American University in Bul-
garia. He was also featured
in an article in the Univer-
sity’s magazine, discussing
his ideas on architecture and
campus planning.

Desmone & Associates
Architects and McKnight
Realty’s renovation project
at 615 Alpha Drive received
the 2010 NAIOP Pittsburgh
Award for “Best Renovation
Project”. The 300,000 sf for-
mer distribution center was
completely renovated into a
multi tenant mixed use facil-
ity in RIDC O’Hara.

OPTIONS.

Loft/House renovation

SPRINGBOARD Design’s
Loft /House will be featured
on an upcoming episode of
HGTV’s Bang For Your Buck.
Bang For Your Buck is a
half-hour series that focuses
on three homeowners from
the same city who renovate
the same room of the house
with the same budget. Af-
ter the renovation, experts

OPTIONS.

determine the value of

each home, dramatically
revealing whose remodeling
choices were good invest-
ment decisions. In this epi-
sode, SPRINGBOARD princi-
pal Paul Rosenblatt, AIA and
his family will focus on the
design of the Master Bath-
room of their Loft/House
renovation.

OPTIONS.

R. I. Lampus Company continues to provide hardscaping products that offer OPTIONS for each of your projects.

The
R.I.LAMPUS COMPANY

presents

B-LVEDERE - U CROPPING

OSETTA

Part of the \ « Line of Products
e

WALLS « 3TEPS = ACCE

A unique and designable system
of interlocking natural-textured

stones, made of precast concrete.

R
ampns
Loy
lampus.com
412-362-3800

Versa-Lok"

Mosaic Weathered
Featuring gracefully aged
design patterns and varied
color palette.

A.D.A Pavers

y by R, Lampus Co

Versa-Green ECO-TEK
Featuring raised domes

Plantable wall system,
that are easy to detect.

functioning as a retaining
wall that becomes a living
part of green landscaping.

Permeable paving system,
makes projects eligible
for LEED credits in 5
categories.
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ALLEGHENY CONSTRUCTION
GROUP, INC.*

350 Presto Sygan Road,
Bridgeville, PA 15017

PHONE: 412-221-0500

FAX: 412-221-0188

CONTACT: Laura S. Deklewa
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Industrial / Interior Renovations /
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings /
Certified DBE/WBE

BRIDGESt

1300 Brighton Road,

Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PHONE: 412-321-5400

FAX: 412-321-9823

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges/

Gus Marquart

WEB SITE: www.BRIDGESPBT.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Industrial / Interior Renovations

BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.*
500 Lowries Run Road,

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: 369-9700 FAX: 369-9991
CONTACT. Joseph E. Burchick
E-MAIL: burchick@burchick.com
WEB SITE: www.burchick.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Interior / Renovations

CAVCON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
211 Huff Avenue, Suite B
Greensburg, PA 15601

PHONE: 724-834-5220

FAX: 724-834-7533

CONTACT: Michael C. Philips
E-MAIL: mphilips@cavcon.com
WEB SITE: www.cavcon.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Design-Build / Metal Buildings /
Project Management

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
INNOVATION, INC. (CMI)

6000 Brooktree Road, Suite 110
Wexford, PA 15090-9279
PHONE: 724-934-8000

FAX: 724-934-8006

CONTACT. Mike Mason

E-MAIL: mmason@cmibuilds.com
WEB SITE: www.cmibuilds.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Renovations / Interior & Exterior

A listing of area contractors and their professional services. To include
your firm in this directory, contact Tripp Clarke, Columns advertising

GENERAL INDUSTRIES

15 Arentzen Boulevard

Charleroi, PA 15022

PHONE: 724-483-1600

FAX: 724-483-0990

CONTACT. Donald Ivill

E-MAIL: build@genindustries.com
WEB SITE: www.GenlIndustries.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Renovations

HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
4203 Route 66, Building II, Suite 222,
Apollo PA 15613

PHONE: 724-727-3700

FAX: 724-727-2800

CONTACT. David A. Harchuck

E-MAIL: info@harchuck.com

WEB SITE: www.harchuck.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Industrial / Interior

JOHN DEKLEWA & SONS, INC.*
1273 Washington Pike,

PO. Box 158

Bridgeville, PA 15017-0158
PHONE: 412-257-9000

FAX: 412-257-4486

CONTACT. David Deklewa

WEB SITE: www.deklewa.com
General Construction / Construction
Management / Design-Build /
Development Services

KOLANO DESIGN

6026 Penn Circle South
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
PHONE: 412-661-9000
FAX: 412-661-9606
CONTACT. William Kolano
E-MAIL: bill@kolano.com
WEB SITE: www.kolano.com
Sign Design

KUSEVICH CONTRACTING. INC.

3 Walnut Street,

Pittsburgh, PA 15223

PHONE: 412-782-2112

FAX: 412-782-0271

CONTACT. George Kusevich, Jr.
E-MAIL: gkjr@kusevich.com

WEB SITE: www.kusevich.com
Commercial / General / Renovations /
Education / Design-Build

sales, al 412-596-8514 or via e-mail at trippclarke@verizon.net.

MASCARO CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY, LP*

1720 Metropolitan Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PHONE: 412-321-4901

FAX: 412-321-4922

CONTACT: Mike Ellis

E-MAIL:
mellis@mascaroconstruction.com
WEB SITE:
www.mascaroconstruction.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Highway /
Industrial / Renovations

MISTICK CONSTRUCTION

1300 Brighton Road,

Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PHONE: 412-322-1121

FAX: 412-322-9336

CONTACT: M. Robert Mistick

WEB SITE:
www.mistickconstruction.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Interior / Renovations / Residential

NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY*
100 Houston Square, Suite 200
Cannonsburg, PA 15317

PHONE: 724-746-1900

FAX: 724-746-7032

CONTACT: George Leasure

WEB SITE: www.nello.net
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Industrial / Interior Renovations

PRIME 1 ENTERPRISES. INC.

189 County Line Road,

Bridgeville, PA 15017

PHONE: 412-257-0160

FAX: 412-257-0161

CONTACT. Daniel J. Meade

E-MAIL:
danmeade@primelenterprises.com
WEB SITE: www.primelenterprises.com
Commercial / Exterior / General /
Interior / Renovations / Residential

RAIMONDO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
131 South Lincoln Avenue,
Greensburg, PA 15601

PHONE: 724-837-3146

FAX: 724-837-3154

CONTACT: David A. Raimondo
E-MAIL: raimondo@wpa.net

WEB SITE: www.raimondo.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General Construction
/ Industrial / Interior & Exterior
Renovations / Pre-Engineered Metal
Buildings

DIRECTORY

RYCON CONSTRUCTION, INC.
2525 Liberty Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 412-392-2525

FAX: 412-392-2526
CONTACT: Todd Dominick
E-MAIL: todd@ryconinc.com
WEB SITE: www.ryconinc.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Interior / Renovations

SOTA CONSTRUCTION SERVICES INC.+
80 Union Avenue,

Pittsburgh, PA 15202

PHONE: 412-766-4630

FAX: 412-766-4634

CONTACT: Ernie Sota

E-MAIL: esota@sotaconstruction.com
WEB SITE: www.sotaconstruction.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
Industrial / Interior Renovations /
Sustainable Construction

TEDCO COUNSTRUCTION CORP.
TEDCO Place,

Carnegie, PA 15106

PHONE: 412-276-8080

FAX: 412-276-6804

CONTACT: James T. Frantz
E-MAIL: jfrantz@tedco.com
WEB SITE: www.tedco.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General /
Industrial / Renovations / Design-Build

TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Two PNC Plaza,

620 Liberty Avenue,

27th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA
15222-2719

PHONE: 412-255-5400

FAX: 412-255-0249

CONTACT. Joseph Milicia, Jr.
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / Industrial /
Interior / Renovations

WJM CONTRACTING

PO. Box 1324

Wexford, PA 15090

PHONE: 724-933-9136

FAX: 724-933-9147

CONTACT. William J. Gormley. Jr.
E-MAIL: wgormley@wjmc.net
Commercial / General / Construction
Management / Renovations / Industrial /
Interior

* Member of the Master Builders’
Association

1 Member of Associated Builders
and Contractors, Inc.
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chathamuNIVERSITY

Post-professional degree offered for students with a bachelor's

degree in landscape architecture or architecture; first professional
degree offered for students with a bachelor's degree in any other
discipline

* Curriculum prepares graduates to become eligible for landscape

architecture registration exam

Curriculum emphasizes environmental conservation, landscape

design, planning and management, and sustainable development

* Learn to balance the natural and built environment, and to ensure a
harmonious relationship between people and their urban, suburban.
and rural landscapes

® Curriculum reflects the multi-disciplinary nature of the profession,
and prepares each student to collaborate with other design fields
including architecture, urban planning, and engineering

Chatham also offers a

www.chatham.edu/mla

MASTERS Programs in INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

* For students with a bachelor's degree in a field other than interior
design

* Prepares students to become interior designers who can transform
a conceptual design idea through problem solving and graphic
communication into a detailed solution that addresses human
behavior, aesthetics, building technologies, and the health, safety,
and welfare of the public

* For students with an undergraduate degree in interior design or
architecture

* Anonline program that allows students to explore a specific
building type, user group, or design issue in depth and to develop
a specialization

* Graduates are prepared for a future in higher education, a doctoral
program, or a specialized career in interior design

www.chatham.edu/mia or www.chatham.edu/msia




BUILD PITTSBURGH 2010

AIA Pittsburgh would like to thank all of the generous sponsors
who helped make Build Pittsburgh 2010 possible!
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ENGINEERS . wecror

ALLEN & SHARIFF CORPORATION
700 River Avenue, Suite 333
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

PHONE: 412-322-9280

FAX: 412-322-9281

CONTACT. Anthony E. Molinaro, PE.
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical /
Telecommunications

BARBER & HOFFMAN, INC.

215 Executive Drive, Suite 202
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
PHONE: 724-741-0848

FAX: 724-741-0849

CONTACT: Michael R. Miller, PE.
E-MAIL: mmiller@barberhoffman.com
WEB SITE: www.barberhoffman.com
Structural

BDA ENGINEERING. INC.

217 West 8th Avenue,

Homestead, PA 15120

PHONE: 412-461-4935

FAX: 412-461-4965

CONTACT: Bert Davis

E-MAIL: bdavis@bdaengineering.com
WEB SITE: www.bdaengineering.com
Electrical / Mechanical / Fire Protection
/ LEED AP / Renewable Energy System
Design / Energy Analysis-Building
Commissioning

BRACE ENGINEERING. INC.

3440 Babcock Boulevard, Box 15128
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

PHONE: 412-367-7700

FAX: 412-367-8177

CONTACT. David A. Brace

Structural

CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS, INC.

333 Baldwin Road,

Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 412-429-2324

FAX: 412-429-2114

CONTACT: Gregory P. Quatchak, PE.
Civil / Geotechnical / Surveying /
Structural / Environmental /
Construction Consulting / Testing &
Inspection / Landscape Architecture

CJL ENGINEERING

PITTSBURGH OFFICE

1550 Coraopolis Heights Road,
Suite 340

Moon Township, PA 15108
PHONE: 412-262-1220

FAX: 412-262-2972

CONTACT: John J. Wilhelm

E-MAIL: cjlpgh@cjlengineering.com
JOHNSTOWN OFFICE:

232 Horner Street

Johnstown, PA 15902

PHONE: 814-536-1651

FAX: 814-536-5732

CONTACT: Matthew R. Sotosky, PE.
E-MAIL: cjljt@cjlengineering.com
WEB SITE: www.cjlengineering.com
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing

/ Fire Protection / Electrical /
Telecommunications / Building Audits /
LEED Accredited Professionals

A listing of area engineers and their professional services. To include
vyour firm in this directory, contact Tripp Clarke. Columns advertising

CONWAY ENGINEERING
Investment Building

239 4th Avenue, Suite 1408
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHONE: 412-765-0988

FAX: 412-765-2530
CONTACT. Bob Conway
Consulting / Structural

DODSON ENGINEERING. INC.
420 One Chatham Center,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

PHONE: 412-261-6515

FAX: 412-261-6527

CONTACT. Gregory L. Calabria, PE.
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing /
Fire Protection

FIRSCHING, MARSTILLER,
RUSBARSKY AND WOLF
ENGINEERING. INC.

1500 Ardmore Boulevard, Suite 200
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

PHONE: 412-271-5090

FAX: 412-271-5193

CONTACT. Daniel J. Wolf, David D.
Rusbarsky, Ted Marstiller, PE., Duane
E. Englehart, Joseph V. Loizzo, PE.
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing /

Fire Protection / Electrical /
Telecommunications

GAI CONSULTANTS. INC.

385 East Waterfront Drive
Homestead, PA 15120-5005

PHONE: 412-476-2000

FAX: 412-476-2020

CONTACT. Anthony F. Morrocco, PE/PLS
Testing & Inspection / Civil /
Construction Monitoring / Consulting /
Environmental / Geotechnical /
Structural / Transportation /
Archaeological / Surveying /

Land Development

GARVIN BOWARD BEITKO
ENGINEERING, INC.

180 Bilmar Drive, Suite IV

Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 412-922-4440

FAX: 412-922-3223

CONTACT. Joseph F. Boward, PE.
E-MAIL: jboward@garvinbowardeng.com
Geotechnical / Forensic / Testing &
Inspection / Consulting / Environmental

THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC.
400 Holiday Drive, Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15220-2727

PHONE: 412-921-4030

FAX: 412-921-9960

CONTACT. Ryan Hayes

Civil / Land Development / Structural
Engineer / Consulting / Landscape
Architecture

sales, at 412-596-8514 or via e-mail at trippclarke@verizon.net.

HENRY A. HEGERLE, PEE.

211 Charles Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15210-1603
PHONE: 412-381-4989

FAX: 412-381-4990

CONTACT. Henry A. Hegerle

E-MAIL
hegerle@alumni.carnegiemellon.edu
Code Consulting / Arbitration, Legal
/ Accessibility / ICC Code Training /
Building Code / Existing Buildings

KELLER ENGINEERS. INC.

420 Allegheny Street

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

PHONE: 814-696-7430

FAX: 814-696-0150

CONTACT. Diana McClure

E-MAIL: dmcclure@keller-engineers.
com

WEB SITE: www.Kkeller-engineers.com
Civil / Structural / Transportation

LLI ENGINEERING

6000 Brooktree Road, Suite 300
Wexford, PA 15090

PHONE: 724-934-8800

FAX: 724-934-8601

CONTACT. James D. White, PE.
E-MAIL: jwhite@lliengineering.com
WEB SITE: www.lliengineering.com
Construction / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural / Telecommunications
Commissioning

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
INDUSTRIES. INC. (PSI)

850 Poplar Street,

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 412-922-4000

FAX: 412-922-4013

CONTACT. Tom Ali, PE.

E-MAIL: tom.ali@psiusa.com

WEB SITE: www.psiusa.com
Consulting Engineering & Testing
Environmental / Geotechnical /
Construction Materials Testing &
Engineering / Industrial Hygiene &
Indoor Environmental Quality /
Facilities & Roof Consulting /
Nondestructive Examination & Testing

SCI-TEK CONSULTANTS. INC.

655 Rodi Road, Suite 303
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

PHONE: 412-371-4460

FAX: 412-371-4462

CONTACT: Charles R. Toran, Jr.
E-MAIL: ctoran@scitekanswers.com
WEB SITE: www.scitekanswers.com
Civil / Environmental / Geotechnical /
Transportation

SENATE ENGINEERING COMPANY
University of Pittsburgh

Applied Research Center (U-PARC)
420 William Pitt Way,

Pittsburgh, PA 15238

PHONE: 412-826-5454

CONTACT. Gordon T. Taylor

E-MAIL
gttaylor@senateengineering.com
WEB SITE: www.senateengineering.com
Civil Land Development / Surveying /
Construction Stake Out / Structural /
Electrical / HVAC / Plumbing

TAYLOR STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
2275 Swallow Hill Road, Building 100
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 412-722-0880

FAX: 412-722-0887

CONTACT. Dirk A. Taylor

E-MAIL
pkoval@taylorstructuralengineers.com
Structural

TRAFFIC PLANNING & DESIGN. INC.
425 6th Avenue, Suite 2825
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

PHONE: 412-765-3717

FAX: 412-765-3719

CONTACT: Chad Dixson

E-MAIL: Chad Dixson@TrafficPD.com
WEB SITE: www. TrafficPD.com

Civil / Transportation / Transportation
Planning and Engineering

TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS. INC.

4955 Steubenville Pike, Ste. 400
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 412-490-0630

FAX: 412-490-0631

CONTACT: Mark J. Magalotti, PE.
E-MAIL
magalottim@transassociates.com
Civil / Consulting / Transportation
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APPLIANCE
SPECIALISTS

DORMONT APPLIANCE CENTERS. INC.
2875 West Liberty Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

PHONE: 412-531-9700

FAX: 412-531-5695

CONTACT. Debbie McKibben

E-MAIL: dormontcontract@aol.com
WEB SITE. www.dormontappliance.com
Over 30 brands - premium and core /
Built-in appliance specialists / ADA
and Energy Star appliances / Since
1949

ARCHITECTURAL
PRODUCTS

BUNTING GRAPHICS. INC.

20 River Road,

Verona, PA 15147-1159

PHONE. 412-820-2200 ext. 240
FAX: 412-820-4404

CONTACT. Jody Bunting

E-MAIL: jody@buntinggraphics.com
WEB SITE: www.buntinggraphics.com
Fabricator of Graphics & Signage /
Stainless Steel Railings & Architectural
Metal Work / Canopies, Sunscreens
& Grills / Decorative Truss Work /
Cold Cathode Lighting / Custom Light
Fixtures / Sculpture & 3D Graphics /
Custom Fabrication / Design-Build /
Latest Technology & Skilled Craftsmen
(Local 100,000 Sq. Ft. Mfg. Plant)

CENTRIA

1005 Beaver Grade Road

Moon Township, PA 15108

PHONE: 412-299-8175

FAX: 412-299-8016

CONTACT. Ben Marnik

E-MAIL. bmarnik@centria.com

WEB SITE: www.centria.com
Architectural and Engineering Systems
/ Leader in Metal Wall and Roof Panel
Systems

SPLASH a Division of Nicklas Supply
1237 Freedom Road

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
PHONE: 724-772-1060

E-MAIL: contactus@exploresplash.com
WEB SITE: www.exploresplash.com
Kitchens / Baths / Cabinetry /
Plumbing Fixtures / Decorative
Hardware / Door Lock Sets / Tile /
Stone / Countertops / Shower Systems
/ Faucets

CAD SERVICES

CAD RESEARCH, INC.

1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 504
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PHONE: 412-442-4500

FAX: 412-442-4506

CONTACT: Jennifer Lochner

E-MAIL. jennifer.lochner@cadresearch.
net

WEB SITE: www.cadresearch.net

CONSTRUCTION
COST ESTIMATING

MORGAN PROPERTY & CONSTRUCTION
CONSULTANTS. INC.

PO. Box 15540,

Pittsburgh, PA 15244

PHONE: 412-787-0720

FAX. 412-787-0730

CONTACT. Morgan P. Kronk

E-MAIL: mpkcci@msn.com
Construction cost estimating and
consulting / Owner’s Representative /
Construction Management

EDUCATION

CHATHAM UNIVERSITY
Woodland Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15232

Master of Interior Architecture/Master of
Arts in Landscape/Master of Landscape
Architecture

CONTACT. Michael May, Director of
Graduate Admissions

PHONE: 412-365-1141

E-MAIL: mmay@chatham.edu

Master of Science in Landscape
Architecture

CONTACT. David Vey, College for
Continuing and Professional Studies
PHONE: 412-365-1498

E-MAIL. dvey@chatham.edu

EXHIBIT DESIGN

BALLY EXHIBIT

600 River Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

PHONE: 412-621-9009

FAX- 412-621-9030

CONTACT. Brendan Wiant

E-MAIL: brendanw@ballyexhibit.com
WEB SITE: www.ballyexhibit.com
Award winning design firm specializing
in interpretive environments &
wayfinding — museums, science
centers, corporate lobbies &
showrooms, nature centers, parks &
recreation

INSURANCE

FENNER & ESLER INSURANCE
467 Kinderkemack Road
Oradell, NJ 07649

PHONE: 201-262-1200 x202
CONTACT. Kevin Esler

E-MAIL. kesler@fenner-esler.com
WEB SITE. www.fenner-esler.com

SELVAGGIO. TESKE & ASSOCIATES. INC.
3401 Enterprise Parkway, Suite 101
Beachwood, OH 44122

PHONE: 800-975-9468

FAX: 216-839-2815

CONTACT. Paula M. Selvaggio, RPLU
E-MAIL: pselvaggio@stassociates.net
WEB SITE: www.stassociates.net

WELLS FARGO INSURANCE SERVICES
USA. INC.

444 Liberty Avenue, Suite 1500 Four
Gateway Center

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 412-227-4663

FAX: 412-765-1164

CONTACT. Kurt Karstens

E-MAIL. kurt.karstens@wellsfargo.com
WEB SITE: wfis.wellsfargo.com

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS. INC.
1011 Alcon Street,

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

PHONE: 412-921-4030

FAX: 412-921-9960

CONTACT. Jason Jesso

Civil / Testing & Inspection /
Consulting / Environmental /
Landscape Architecture

TERRA DESIGN STUDIOS. LLC

2110 Sarah Street,

Pittsburgh, PA 15203

PHONE: 412-481-3171

FAX: 412-481-3173

CONTACT. Cindy Tyler

E-MAIL: ctyler@terradesignstudios.us
Site Master Planning / Children's
Gardens / Campus Planning / Urban
Design / Estate Landscapes

LEGAL SERVICES

HOUSTON HARBAUGH, PC
Three Gateway Center

401 Liberty Avenue, 22 Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 156222

PHONE: 412-281-5060

FAX. 412-281-4499

CONTACT. Sam Simon, Esq.
E-MAIL. ssimon@hh-law.com
WEB SITE: www.hh-law.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

FRANKLIN INTERIORS

Suite 600, 2740 Smallman Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4720
PHONE: 412-261-2525

FAX: 412-255-4089

Complete project and furniture
management / Reconfigurations and
installations: non-union and union /
Meeting any budget, we are your
authorized Steelcase dealer.

PHOTOGRAPHY

ARTISTIC PURSUITS PHOTOGRAPHY
964 Davis Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

PHONE. 412-761-9616

CONTACT. Robert Strovers

E-MAIL. robstrovers@artisticpursuits.
net

WEB SITE: www.artisticpursuits.net
Photography Services / Custom

REPROGRAPHICS

TRI-STATE REPROGRAPHICS. INC.
907 Penn Avenue, Suite 700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PHONE: 412-281-3538

FAX. 412-281-3344

CONTACT. George R. Marshall
Document Management / Digital B&W
Plotting / Blueprinting / Specs &
Binding / Large & Small Format Color
Copies / Mounting & Laminating /
Supplies / Pickup & Delivery

WASHINGTON REPROGRAPHICS, INC.
700 Vista Park Drive, Bldg. #7
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PHONE: 412-788-0640

FAX: 412-722-0910

CONTACT. Laurie Harrison

E-MAIL: Iharrison@
washingtonreprographics.com

WEB SITE: http://
washingtonreprographics.com

Full Service Reprographics Company —
Online Document Mgt. / Large & Small
Format B&W & Color Digital Printing-
Scanning / Supplies & Equipment /
Large Specialty Color Dept. Printing
High Quality 12-color Fine Art, HD
Print Direct, Outdoor Signs, Banners,
Vehicle Graphics / Mounting & Lamin-
ating / Printing up to 96" wide HD

STORAGE & FILING

STUART DESIGN GROUP, INC.

PO. Box 710,

Greensburg, PA 15601

PHONE: 724-325-4566

FAX. 724-327-9128

CONTACT. James G. Stuart, PE.
E-MAIL: info@stuartdesigngroup.com
WEB SITE. www.stuartdesigngroup.com
Over twenty years of experience
providing the most efficient on-site
space/storage solutions for corporate,
healthcare, government, library &
education clients

TECHNOLOGY

XCELIC CORPORATION

393 Vanadium Road, Ste. 205
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

PHONE: 412-279-2344

FAX. 412-279-2377

CONTACT. Patti Pribish, RCDD
E-MAIL: php@xcelic.com

WEB SITE: www.xcelic.com
Excellence in Infrastructure Consulting
Building Technologies, VolP and
Wireless / a WBE certified company

Printing Mounting & Framing / Original
Fine Art Photographs of Pittsburgh

A listing of area businesses and their professional services. To include
your firm in this directory, contact Tripp Clarke, Columns advertising
sales, at 412-596-85 14 or via e-mail at trippclarke@verizon.net.
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Civic Arena. Mellon Arena. The Igloo. This one
place is famous for more reasons than it has
names. It was the first major indoor stadium
built with a retractable roof. It is home to the
Pittsburgh Penguins. It is evidence of urban

planning gone awry, cutting off the Hill

District from Downtown. And now itis back in
the heat of debate over how it should or should
not be used in the future once it’s replacement,
the Consol Energy Center, is built and ready

for habitation.

Throughout this debate, many voices have
thrown their opinions into the ring. Profession-
als and experts from a variety of backgrounds
have expressed what they believe to be the ‘best’
or ‘right’ future for Mellon Arena. Others have
entered the argument not over what is the best
outcome for the arena, but what is the best or
right outcome for the communities involved. An
exceptional few have taken the time to consider
both.

On the pages that follow are two local archi-
tects’ opinions concerning this historical issue.
Both have worked on award-winning projects in
the Hill District which have lead to strong rela-
tionships with community. The first is brought
to you by Rob Pfaffmann, AIA of Pfaffmann + As-
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sociates, PC. Pfaffmann won an ATA Pittsburgh
Award of Excellence in 2009 for his proposed re-
use of Mellon Arena, “A Civic Renewal”, and has
been an impassioned member of the community
in this debate. His work along side Preservation
Pittsburgh has made him known throughout the
city and his words here present a look at larger
design principles, not just one specific solution.
The second piece is by Ken Doyno, AIA of Roth-
schild Doyno Collaborative. While Doyno does
not have a strong vested interest in whether or
not the building remains standing, he does have
a broad view and philosophy of reconciliation.
His firm’s recent work in the area includes the
jazz inspired Legacy apartments and The Up-
town Vision which helped the Uptown neighbor-
hood articulate its change agenda. Both men have
built careers on not only designing buildings but
nurturing communities and the people that live
there. The Hill has been no exception. -BS

THE CIVIC ARENA AND THE
RHETORIC OF PLACE
BY ROBERT SHAW PFAFFMANN, AIA, AICP
“The artist forges himself to the others, midway
between the beauty he cannot do without and
the community he cannot tear himself away
from.” Albert Camus

A book could be written about the subject of
the Civic Arena and the Hill, but I only have a
few words, so I do not want to merely repeat the
ideas and arguments already made in favor of
the reuse and transformation of the Arena.

My involvement in preservation advocacy

over the last thirty years has never been fueled

MApKETD FESTTIRLE

by nostalgia for a building; rather, it has been
Pittsburgh’s history, authenticity, and sense of
place that have been my inspiration.

As architects, we have always been chal-
lenged by the need to listen carefully, interpret,
and then reconcile our professional, business,
and community responsibilities with the intan-
gibles of architecture as a civic art. Each of us
has to make a choice, based on the nature of our
work, our clients, and our values. Working in
neighborhoods, we learn that we can influence
aviewpointby just a few words or sketches. Pub-
lic officials know that this can be used to inspire
change. The cynics would call this “spin” or
“architectural rhetoric.” It makes effective poli-
tics but poor community process. I have always
found this creative tension important to the de-
sign process, if it is open and transparent.

Architects and urban designers are more
than facilitators and neutral vessels for commu-
nity input. We are at our best when we add value
and perspective to a community dialogue, chal-
lenging conventional wisdom and expediency.

In the 1960s when I became aware of Moses,
Jacobs and their protégés, the urban renewal
backlash sparked my interest in architecture’s
ability to affect the politics of memory, symbol,
and place. Robert Goodman’s book After the
Planners called us the “soft cops” because he
understood the power we have to influence for
good or ill.

The more I understand Pittsburgh’s special
qualities of place, the more I question whether
“New” Urbanism is the “answer” to the recon-
struction of our inner city fabric. While I sub-
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scribe to the basic te-
nets, I am concerned its
orthodoxy, even with
the best of intentions,
seems to not allow for
the quirks and imper-
fections of the city’s pat- :
Arena as originally built

terns as they evolve lay-

er by layer over time.

i}

An inspiring exam-
ple of this, and a spiri-
tual touchstone for me,
is the old walled Roman
City of Lucca, Italy. In
the middle of the city’s
dense “poche” is a small
oval piazza that - much
to my amazement - is
actually a Roman coli-
seum transformed into
housing and a public

New Wiley Greenway

. (Hi /parking below)
square with a market. cusmorbating beiow

In my research in Flor-
ence | discovered that
this characteristic of
city form had a couple of
names: urban morphol-
ogy, urban transforma-
tion, and my favorite,
“urban  palimpsests.”

I believe that the rich-

ness of the best cities are layered yet structured
like jazz as many players riff and transform a
basic theme over time.

In Pittsburgh, preservationists are often ac-
cused of peddling nostalgia as a reason for sav-
ing a building or place. The irony is that the
new urbanism movement is peddling far more
nostalgia for street grids, walkability, and clas-
sical styles which can be just as lifeless as their
urban renewal era ancestors, especially when
placed opposite so much that is authentic in
Pittsburgh.

So, will demolishing the unique and authen-
tic Civic Arena really repair the racial and eco-
nomic wounds imposed on the Hill? We know
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PHASE 1

Interim redevelopment plan that reconciles
with Hill and Pens master plans as well as
with state and federal funding opportunities.

= PHASE 2

Repurpose demolition funds to remove seat-
ing bow! and prepare for initial open and
recreation space. Issue a development RFP/
competition for additional development with-
in arena footprint

PHASE 3

Private Development utilizing historic tax

i
i
V credits, green incentives, etc. Civic space

maintained through a NID or Bid for Lower
Hill development area.

To New Arena

To City
via “Crosstown Green-
way”

thata wide range of policies, top down processes,
and outside economic events, over a long period
of time, were the true cause of the Hill’s decline.
[s destroying a conflicted symbol of innovation
on one hand and planning failures on the other
really righting a wrong or helping support a po-
litical/ideological/economic agenda of a few?

[f we can get past the rhetoric of “either/or”
polarization so common in our public discourse
and get to the diversity and richness of “both/
and” collaboration, we have a chance to create
something that reconciles our mistakes with a
vision that transcends the here and now. Most
importantly, it enables the Hill (and the region)
to achieve something far greater for its people.
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THE CASE FOR COMMUNICATION

BY KENNETH DOYNO., AIA

The clearing of the Lower Hill — along with sim-
ilar ill-conceived redevelopment projects in the
centers of East Liberty and the North Side - left
a legacy of mistrust between classes and races
which continues to hinder our region’s social
cohesion. It also created a culture of disbelief
in our government’s capacity to stand with the
neighborhood interests rather than project-spe-
cific capital interests. This disbelief similarly
hinders our growth and development. This is
why it is heartening to hear our current lead-
ers cite the clear voices of Hill District leaders
when supporting the removal of the Civic Arena
and the reconstruction of a neighborhood street
grid.

Yet we know that a street grid does not en-
sure a community. In fact, what we have seen
to date are discrete histories battling with pe-
riodic public pronouncements about the valid-
ity of their position. What we don’t see is broad
community dialog about the future state of the
Lower Hill. I fear that without a continuum of
such public dialog there is little prospect for a
reconciled future being forged. Yet — for the very
reasons stated above — it is this reconciled fu-
ture that is essential to the Hill District, to our
City, and to our region’s future.

| believe that the richness of the best cities
are layered yet structured like jazz as many players
riff and transform a basic theme over time.
ROB PFAFFMAN, AIA

Far more important than the physical
plan will be the social and economic
reconciliation that can only come about
through exchange and partnership.
KEN DOYNO, AIA

The first history I hear conflates historic ur-
ban form with social fabric. The 300 small busi-
nesses, thousands of residents, hundreds of land
interests, that squabbled, subdivided, rebuilt,
and shaped the urban space and the people who
lived there over one hundred years are gone. No
street grid will ever bring this back.

The second history thatI hear is the admira-
tion of the crisp modern world of bold engineer-
ing — the brave new world (devoid of diversity
and difference) hewn in a simplified singular
geometric vision of perfection.

So what is the third history of the Lower
Hill? Who will create this history? Who will
invest in it? Who will own it? The ownership
of development rights by the Penguins, coupled
with the Hill District community’s decades-

long effort to develop its leadership
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Plan overlay comparison

‘ and voice provides a remarkable
opportunity to align interests and
seek reconciliation through a com-
munity based planning process.
Based upon the latest salvos in the
media, the demands of the com-
munity groups, and the quiet pur-
suit of the plan by the Penguins, I
am fearful that we are heading for
another planning clash that will
reinforce the mistrust and increase
the very divisions that need to be
bridged in order for Pittsburgh to be
a place of renewal, reinvestment,
and growth.
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Far more important than the physical plan

will be the social and economic reconciliation
that can only come about through exchange and
partnership. Regardless of how beautiful a plan
may be, no one wants to invest in a social mine-
field. And no matter how strong the desire to
bridge the economic differences of our region,
no one will invest in property that loses money.
These realities can be bridged but only through
the creation of a shared and supported vision
developed in the open light of the day. There
will be dissent and disagreement, perhaps with
plenty of messy vibrant open exchange, but why
not? If that is what is necessary to establish
broad community ownership, 1 think we can
handle that.

1961 saw the inauguration of the Civic Area,
the publication of The Death and Life of Great
American Cities, the world population hit three

billion, and Pittsburgh mark its first decade of
population decline after 150 years of continuous
growth. Half a century later the world popula-
tion has doubled and our city’s halved. I think it

is safe to say, if we are smart enough, and work
together, we are ready to grow again. Though I
have been unable to find any materials that show
the Peguin’s vision for the site, [ can imagine the
economic sense and clear urban form of UDA’s
in their client and I am stirred by the firm mes-
sage of social justice emanating from the One
Hill Coalition’s Principles. I also admire Rob
Pfaffmann’s physical reuse proposals. Mostly,
I do not see these economic, social, and physi-
cal agendas as being particularly at odds with
each other, just not effectively in conversation
with each other. Personally, it does not matter to
me if the future includes all, part, or none of the
silver dome of the civic arena so long as the out-
come belongs to all of the people that call this
great city home. The Vision for this site must
be at peace with the community so it can open
its arms to thousands upon thousands of more
people of all race, class, and creed that will join
us in creating our region’s future.

Buildings and cities are for people; may it be
so for Pittsburgh.
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