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NOW HEAR THIS!

THIS LAUNCHES the first cruise among the members, editors, builders and others,
of our chapter’s official monthly bulletin —it is a sort of shake-down cruise to see if we
are set up for smooth sailing. There is need for the members of the Potomac Valley Chap-
ter to know what the other members are doing. There is need in connection with our offi-
cers and committee members (in whom emphatically we have the utmost confidence and
far-reaching reliance) to know, nevertheless, what in heck they are doing.

We shall, from time to time, publish architectural opinions which will, like all other opinions, be con-
curred in by some, opposed by others. This is excellent. In our case, those who concur will find great sat-
isfaction in it, experiencing improved digestion, steadier nerves, less tendency to slice. On the other hand,
readers opposing will realize whipped-up blood circulation, accompanied by improved astigmatic conditions,
less housemaid’s knee, better concentration on driving in traffic when there are blond pedestrians in evi-
dence. Thus we hope to be of great general assistance.

Further possibility exists. Of course, all architects are shy and retiring, non-advertising. Theoret-
ically they get red in the face whenever they see their names in print. That is based on the out-moded
philosophy that art and inspiration purr, never roar. We are jumping out of that stuff. This purr routine
is too old-fashioned. As soon as the fellow invented the word “public relations” for the act of making
identifying noises about architects, we were on our way.

This sheet is to be part of the identifying noise — not big, nor accompanied by very wide circulation,
but, we hope, eager, interested and earnest. Architects names will appear in it. It will strive to be a
small but active part of the build-up that leads to the result that architects names should be associated
with the better buildings, as are artists’ names with pictures.

The magazines, for instance, of the Michigan and of the Pennsylvania state A.LA. societies are large
ambitious publications which press that idea. We will not, for the time being, be of so heavy calibre but will
aim at the same target, the same Architectural Idea.

The main thing now, and for all issues, is that we want all officers and members of our architectural
crew aboard. Let the editor, Gene Glasgow, have not only your comments, but your contributions. He has
a broad back and seaworthy legs to stand the rough waters of your criticisms, a typewriter that will give
off sparks under your constructive encouragement.—EDWIN B. MORRIS, SR.
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HISTORY

EVENTS LEADING TO THE CHARTERING OF
THE POTOMAC VALLEY CHAPTER

BY V. T. H. BIEN, DIRECTOR

Editors’ Note: Much of the following historical summary was con-
tained In an address delivered by Mr, Bien before the Washington Chap-
ter in 1953. It is regretted that, in the necessary condensation to fit
limited space, the flaver of many of the director’s persenal and
humorous comments have had te he omitted.

IN MARYLAND the prelude to any architec-
tural organization came with the state registra-
tion law enacted June 1, 1936.

Those of us then practicing were granted
registration under the “grandfather clause”—an
implication I and others rather resented. By J uly
we had set up the Maryland Society of Architects
with Frederick A. Fletcher, President; John J.
Zink, Vice President and F. L. W. Moeble, Secre-
tary, all of Baltimore.

The econstitution provided for sections and I
found the 40 to 50 architects who resided here, or
had their offices in the two counties, were immed-
iately interested in a section to give attention to
our local problems. In no time we had organized
the Washington-Metropolitan Section of the state
society and I had the honor of being its first presi-
dent.

In 1939 we had an exhibit which more than
proved the talented work of the frogs in our puddle
matched the architectural designs being created
anywhere. We had a high grade jury including
Clyde Fritz, Baltimore; William Dewey, Cleveland
(now Washington) and R. Stanley-Brown. Arthur
L. Blakeslee had designed a fine certificate and
presented it to the winners at a “‘Court of Awards”
meeting attended by more than 100 people. The
pictures and drawings remained on exhibit at
Silver Spring’s Blair House for some time.

In 1940 I persuaded the parent society to hold
a state-wide exhibit which brought out a larger
showing of fine work.

A number of members served in the war and all
had their war-connected activities but we contin-
ued to hold meetings and, as did other state so-
cieties to gain strength and influence. These so-
cieties might well have dominated the profession
except that the Institute began to recognize the
situation and to make proposals for “unification.”

MEETINGS
First Monday of Every Month
at 12 o’clock noon
NEXT MEETING

Monday, October 1
Stone House Inn, Silver Spring

First proposal of the exclusive A.LA. provided
only for representations at conventions and Mary-
land only had one delegate as compared with 10
or a dozen from the Baltimore chapter though our
numbers exceeded theirs, Even our one member
had to be a corporate A.LA. member. This was
flagrantly unfair. Un-American!

In fighting for a more equitable solution we
developed the “Maryland Plan for Unification,”
then abandoned it to support a similar plan of
Pennsylvania architects who were farther along
in their negotiations. Our Free State group espe-
cially felt A.ILA. should represent all architects
registered to practice. Finally, in 1943 the Insti-
tute agreed to recognize registration (along with
character and professional qualifications) as grati-
fication for corporation membership.

With this and other A.LLA. encouragement,
the M.S.A. put on a vigorous campaign to induce
architects to join up. By January, 1947 all, or
nearly all of our members were in the Institute
and the Maryland Society was disbanded.

When this came about, however, we of the two
counties found ourselves back just about where we
were 10 years before. Our business was nobody’s
business and I and several others began to do
something about it. We ultimately proposed a
separate chapter for our group. We found that in
an area like our two counties, if under another
chapter, we must be released by it. We were
included in the Baltimore Chapter’s jurisdiction.
Baltimore objected.

The Washington Chapter came up with the
suggestion we become a Division of that Chapter.
This did not give us all we had set out to get but,
at the time, it was in many respects a happy solu-
tion. We could have our own officers, conduct our
own meetings, handle our own affairs and the
parent chapter paid our bills. We accepted the
proposal and elected Ronald 8. Senseman as Presi-
dent and to be a member of the executive commit-
tee of the Washington Chapter. I was the secre-
tary.

We continued as a Division until about a year
ago. We had increasingly felt the handicaps in-
herent to just being a branch. This was particu-
larly frustrating in dealing with public bodies
such as county officials and the legislature. Larry
Johnson, of Bethesda started to get signatures
for a charter. We were at first opposed by our
parent D.C. Chapter but, later, some of its most
influential members swung over to our side.
So we became a chapter, The charter was formally
approved April 1, 1955.

Dana B. Johannes continued to serve and so

(turn to page 3)




MAN WHO IS AT HOME IN THE AIR,
ON THE LAND AND SEA — AND WITH
THE CHAPTER'S GAVEL — SENSEMAN

On a given Monday Ron Senseman’s drawing
board may have to be tilted at a rakish angle to
make comfortable his talented but stiffened right
arm.

The condition results from a sueccessful Sun-
day tussle with as many as five marlin.

He may also be up
in the air—with a gold
card, that is, showing
he has logged more
than 100,000 flying
miles while covering
buildings he has de-
signed for constructien
throughout this and
foreign lands.

The personable, in-
formed Potomae Val-
ley Chapter’s president
is always relaxed be-
cause he is mentally at
home in many fields.
A collector of old china
candle sticks, for ex-
ample, will find he has
met his equal in Ron
who does that too. For
the same reason the philatelist had better not get
too gay in his conversation around the architects’
leader. Ron knows his stamps.

Ron Senseman spends too much time in church
to entertain the slightest notion he is any part of
the indispensable man. Yet, as he heads the Mary-
land architects for the third time, he is casting a
lengthening shadow that succeeding presidents
may profitably follow in the manner of the shadow
of Ted Lewis.

ON THE BOARDS

The building which has the benefit of o Potomac Palley
Chapter's registered architects services has insurance for
good design and good construction. It is created to meet
the special desires and particular needs of the owner. A few
examples of buildings on the members' boards, or under
construction, are cited below,

RONALD S. BENSEMAN

Soule & Donally. That's not a miniature penta-
gon you see in ElNido, Va. Get closer and you’ll
find the amazingly beautiful, octagonal St. John’s
Catholic Church with cathedral glass on each of
its eight sides. Chuek and Van accomplished its
construction for under $100,000, seating 750
people. The Bishop and all members of the parish
are naturally elated.

Ten Englehardt. The quiet, efficient Ted goes
about his business, including many public buildings,
(as at the U of Maryland) and, regularly, it is
announced he has been commissioned to do another
lulu. It’s Ted who has the architectural and en-
gineering contract for a new five-story $3,000,000
biologics standards laboratory at the National
Institutes of Health, Bethesda.
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Drawing by Edw. B. Morris, 8r,
THE MODERN PARK OFFICE BUILDING at 7705 Georgia Ave.

N. W., Washington, D. C., was designed by President Senseman
to provide an unusual amount of natural lighting. His offices, with a
regular personnel of 20, one of the largest architectural erganizations In
the Metropolitan Washington Area, occupy the entire top floor. A
pleasant, comfortable, pick-up-a-relaxing-magazine-while-waiting-recep-
tion room leads to the distinguished architect’s private suite, a confer-
ence room (where the chapter’s executive committee enjoys luncheon
meetings), a huge, light-as-day drafting room and the firm's own print-
ing depariment.

HISTORY — Continued from page 2

was our first president, an honor we all felt he
richly deserved. At the next regular election of
officers in June, 1955, Ronald S. Senseman was
made president with the present slate of officers
which was re-elected to serve during A.I.A.’s 100th
anniversary year.

The Chapter had thrived beyond my fondest
hopes, and we are still solvent. Long live the Po-
tomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.LA.!

Ronald S. Senseman. A listing of all jobs on
Ron’s boards would take a catalogue. He’s in a
plane as much as Eigsenhower or Stevenson these
days looking after an excitingly interesting job
in Curacao. It’s a $3,000,000 hospital for the Duteh
Government, Netherlands, Antilles.

Johannes & Murray. Dana and Lee are expe-
rienced in all types of buildings, certainly in school
design and construction. Right now they have four
Maryland schools on their boards inecluding the
big ($1,5600,000) Chesapeake Junior and Senior
high school near Chesapeake, Md.




ADVERTISERS

BUILDING EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS

THE HAMPSHIRE CORPORATION
Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring,
Partitions, Roof Deck

26 Annapolis Rd., Bladensburg UN 4-0300

CUSHWA BRICK AND BUILDING

SUPPLY COMPANY
Building Maierials
137 Ingraham St, NE, Wash. TU 2-1000

GENERAL CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS

E. A, BAKER COMPANY, INC.
Builders
6480 Sligo Mill Rd,, Takoma Park JU 5-8564

E. A. PESSAGNO, INC.
Engineers and Contractors
169 Danbury St.,, SW, Wash. 24 JO 1-2400

HILL AND KIMMEL, INC.
General Contractors
8248 Georgia Ave,, Silver Spring JU 5-3911

DEMORY BROTHERS
General Building Contractors
Gaithersburg, Maryland

MARTIN BROTHERS
General Building Contractors
1609 Connecticut Ave.,, Wash. 9 HO 2-0126

MUTH BROTHERS, BUILDERS -
4849 Cordell Ave., Bethesda OL 2-5113

BOWLING & GARDNER, BUILDERS
Builders and Developers
5701 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda OL 2-6695

SPECIAL SERVICES

JOHN HENRY SULLIVAN, JR, R.A.
Architectural Photography
4630 Montgomery Ave., Bethesda OL 2-2012

COOPER-TRENT
K&E Engineering and Drafting Supplies,
Complete Reproduction Services
4703 Hampden La., Bethesda OL 2-5800

LEET-MELBROOK, INC.

Gaith. 1066

Blueprints, Avrchitectural Photos, Drafting
Supplies
950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-8444

PALMER INSURANCE AGENCY
Architecis and Engineers Business Liability
and Valuable Papers Insurance
933 Gist Ave,, Silver Spring JU 7-6867

J. PAUL SULLIVAN
Estimating and Cost Analysis on Government

or Private Projects
3303 18th St., NW, Washington HO 2-9507

MOHICAN ENGINEERING SERVICES
Linen Reproductions, Drafting Sup plies,
Blueprints, Printing .

#53 Pershing Dr., Silver Spring  JU 5-1277

TILE MFRS, ASSN. OF AMERICA

LEdwin B, Maorris
1604 K St., NW, Washington NA 8-3642

FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
BAIRD SEATING COMPANY

Designers and Distributors, Furniture for
Churches, Schools, Public Buildings
Baltimore 23, Md.

FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Washington's Oldest Manufacturer of Kilchen
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools
220 1, St., NE, Washington, D. C. LI 6-7343

GENE GLASGOW ASSOCIATES
Aduvertising and Public Relations, Specialists
in Serving Architects, Builders and Suppliers
200 Kensington Office Bldg. LO 5-0800

JESSE J. HAMP COMPANY
Laboratory Furniture, Chalkboards, Tack-
boards, and Aluminwm Trim
1800 No. Charles St.,, Baltimore 1, Md.

PAGE-KAUFMAN SEATING COMPANY
Factory Representative—Church Furniture
and Stained Glass
PO Box 8, Severna Park, Md. Sev. Pk. 395

STRUCTURAL STEEL
C. .R. COXETER AND COMPANY
Macomber Steel Products
918 Ellsworth Dr, Silver Spring JU 9-7554
CARPENTRY AND MILLWORK
JORDAN LUMBER & MILLWORK CO.
Lumber and Millwork
41st and Utah Ave., Brentwood UN 4-0607
MASONRY
A. MYRON COWELL, INC.
Masonry Coniractor
8416 Ramsey Av, Silver Spring JU 9-1879

McLEOD & ROMBERG STONE CO., INC.
46th and Webster, Bladensburg WA 7-2462

R. B. PHELPS STONE COMPANY .
Building Stone—QOuwer Half a Century of
Continuwous Service
2501 9th St., NE, Washington

THE WASHINGTON BRICK COMPAN
Modular Masonry Materials
6th and Decatur Sts., NE, Wash. TU 2-3

BUILDING SPECIALTIES — METAL

FRIES, BEALL, & SHARP COMPANY
Representative of Sargent & Company
734 10th St., NW, Washington  EX 3-11

TILE

STANDARD ART, MARBLE & TILE CO
Scagliola, Marble, Mosaic, Terrazzo, Tile,
Ceramic, Slate
117 D St, NW, Washington NA 8741

PAINT

W. R. WINSLOW COMPANY
Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, Samue
Cabot, and National Gypsum
022 New York Ave., NW, Wash. NA 8-861

GENERAL

UNITED CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
Alwintite Windows, Brick, Carrier Air
Conditioners, Johns-Manwville, and Bryant
431 Investment Bldg.,, Washingten DI 7-07

STANDARD SUPPLIES, INC,
Ewerything for the Building Trades—
Wholesale Plumbing, Heating, Mill Supplie
110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville PO 2-434

THE SHADE SHOP )
Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding
Doors

2214-16 M St, NW, Washington RE 7-626

FENESTRA, INCORPORATED
Steel Windotws, Hollow Metal Doors,
Building Panels and Roof Decks
6035 Blair Rd, NW, Washington 11, D. C.

HOPE'S WINDOWS, INC.
The Finest in Metal Windows
1820 No. Nash St., Arlington

BUILDERS HARDWARE CORP.
Architectural Hardware Consultants—
Builders, Finishing Hardware
7120 Hager La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6

JA 5891
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OUR ADVERTISERS

Architects will find the directory on this page a convenient guide to the manufacturers, distributors, contractors and material
suppliers which are furnishing their support to this publication.

In deference to all, the amount of space and the manner in which advertising is accepted are equal in size, appearance, and cost.
Prospective advertisers may secure space, as long as space is available. Advertising in this classified directory will be on a yearly
basis, renewable once a year in September,

For information, eontact Charles B. Soulé at OL 6-4441 or Benjamin P, Elliott at JU 9-7126,




