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QUIET, PLEASE! 
""1957 

>k of tĥ ^ rtcbi Your editor sat in one of the chairs in the nWk^f thfi'Octagon library drawn for this page by our Sec­
retary, Andrew H . Maclntire and was quiet—very humbly so. 

The atmosphere of the historical headquarters is such as to remove hats and, with them, any halos 
being inappropriately worn by any A . I . A . member in spite of his privilege in having the free r u n of 
the great house. Nowhere in the Octagon is the atmosphere more present than among the nearly 
eight thousand volumes of its library, which should attract visits by most architects attending the 100th 
Anniversary A . I . A . Convention next month. 

A n unusual advantage—one not always fully realized—a member of Potomac Valley Chapter has is the 
convenience of this growing, practical library for the A . I . A . members' exclusive use. Here you may 
reasonably expect to find any recent book on architecture published in the United States—just show 
your card and the book is yours for reference 
or to borrow. There is a large collection of old 
and rare books and quite a selection of foreign 
books, these being generally for reference in 
the library. 

Since even those who practice and live by the 
library's door sill seem not always to be awake 
to this invaluable facility, some information 
would seem to be timely. I t is for all members 
and should be supported by all members beyond 
the library funds which can be allotted by the 
Octagon operation. To date, and in observing 
the Centennial, our young chapter has contrib­
uted $150 for new books. Other chapters 
and individuals will find this a splendid 
way to establish a Memorial and make a good 
investment in the profession's future. 

Greeting and helping you at the library is a 
nleasant, trained staff headed by George E . 
Pettengill, who has served the Institute as li­
brarian for six years. He was with the public 
library system in Reading, Pa. , and immediately 
prior to the A . I . A . appointment, he was Assist­
ant Librarian of FYanklin Institute, Philadel­
phia. Curator Pettengill's first and primary 
objective was to make the sanctuary a practi­
cal, useful, working library containing all current material . Under his direction the architects' retreat has 
developed rapidly in the attainment of this goal. Being now an exceptional collection, the Octagon L i ­
brary may become the finest collection of American Architectural books, pamphlets and periodicals, but 
utility will remain Librar ian Pettengill's practical objective. 

It was for this reason that Potomac Valley Chapter, in making its first library donation, relied on the 
Librarian's suggestions as to which books might best carry the chapter's bookplate. A s a result our g i f t 
is pi-oviding ten or more volumes, .some of them being quite expensive and representing (turn to page 2 ) 
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an outstanding source addition. Mr, Pettengill 
does not wish to restrict any chapter's donation. 
I t may wish, for example, to provide volumes in a 
particular field but, in such cases, the Librarian's 
suggestions will be practically helpful. 

The chapter delegate to the Centennial will find a 
visit to the Octagon L i b r a r y a stimulating, valu­
able experience. He and his fellow members will 
want to become active users and to see their chap­
ters, as book-plated donors, become warm friends 
of the serious-minded professional's favorite 
Washington reference-loaded retreat. 

D I R E C T O R P A U L H O L D S K E Y 
(continued from page 3) 
1949 until the first of this year the lonp, light-as-day 
drafting room of this leading architectural firm on Balti­
more Avenue has designed 57 of the most modern schools 
in Frederick and Prince Georges Counties. 

To go back to our hobby theme, we know that when his­
torian Paul has plans for a school on his drawing boards, 
he sees more than a projection for a building—he sees 
students whom he hopes will learn what made America. 
Grace Kea can join Paul in his historical meandering, 
but she has often been a war, civic and socail service widow. 
During World War I I , Paul gave more than 4500 hours as 
Chief of Public Works, Office of Civil Defense and effi­
ciently directing the defense activities of 1100 men. He 
was also Chairman of the County's Fuel Rationing Board 
which handled more than 19,000 cases. This chapter direc­
tor was president of the former Maryland Society of 
Architects; president of the Prince Georges Chamber of 
Commerce; director, Hyattsville Professional and Business 
Men's Association; charter member, Hyattsville Lions Club. 
He is a member of the Board of Trustees, F i r s t Baptist 
Church of Hyattsville and of the Board of 'Trustees of the 

Prince Georges Foundation, a most interesting activity 
.^er\'ing estates in which money is left for charitablo 
purposes. 
A county activity often requires a i>uilding and, when, as 
usual, Paul Kea lias a hand in its design, some (listinguishe<l 
ghost from Colonial times may seem to guide the architect's 
pen—hence Prince George's County Senice Building was, 
done in true Colonial style. 
There's more, a lot more to the Kea story, certainly as to his 
architectural career, but with this teaser you should be 
moved to invite yourself out to 4004 Clagett I'oad . opio 
Sunday afternoon. Like azaleas? Paul has a thousand lo 
show you. He'll also show you something you never before' 
have .seen—a fine orchani growing in a cement tennis 
court. No one was usinjr the court so the ingenious architect 
(and fanner) cut bier circles in the ceenmt and successfully 
planted eight varieties of trees includinir figs. 

.And there's a little favor you (including the Ford Motor 
Co.) might work on for Paul. This esteemed member of the 
Antique Automobile Club of .America wouhl like to locate 
a 191.S Ford. The model is the first car he ever owned. 

R E E S E A S K S F O R 2 C O U N T Y A R C H I T E C T S 
As^ this issue of the "Potomac Valley Architect" 
was going to press, first public. hearings were 
begun on County Manager Melvin L . Reese's bud­
get request for $52.8 million for fi.scal 1957-58. 
The request includes a proposal to set up. under 
a $164,000 budget, a Buildings and Grounds Di­
vision headed by an architect to prepare plan.s 
for small buildings and to supen'ise con.struction 
of other county buildings. 

At the same time. Manager Reese has recom­
mended that the School Board appoint still another 
County AiThitect who would work in conjunction 
with the architect heading the propo.sed new Build­
ings and Grounds Division. 

The Potomac Valley Chanter assumes the mem­
bers of the County Council will want all informa­
tion that will be helpful to them in making a de­
cision on these vitally important proposals. 

L I K E F A T H E R . L I K E D A U G H T E R 
OUR V E E P , Pen Elliott, in representing the chapter and 
making the awards for the "Welcome to Silver Spring" 
sign contest sponsore<l last month by the Silver Spring 
.Junior (Thamber of Commei-ce was pleased to find the 
winner to be a young lady using a speed ball pen like 
her daddy. 
She was Ann White, daughter of Clifton (Clif) B. White, 
and, for her design, Ben had the privilege of handing her 
the first prize check of $.50 provided by the Silver Spring 
Shopping Center, Inc. .^t the same time, he awar«led tho 
second prize of $10 from the chapter to Marcel DePersig, 
student at John Carroll High School. 
V.P. Elliott felt right at home at the "Jaycee" ceremonies 
conducted at the Villa Rosa Restaurant because he was a 
charter member of the organization and served as its 
treasurer and member of the Board of Directors. He found 
occasion to express the chapter's interest in all such com­
munity activities and to outline the plans of the A.T.A. 
in the ob.servance of its Centennial here next month. 

D I R E C T O R D A N A B. J O H A N N E S , G E T W E L I . ! 
T H E E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E members at their meet­
ing March 2fi were lonesome without "Joe," his pipe, usual 
good story, and his invaluable comment on legislation 
affecting the profession they spent their luncheon time in 
writing the Director, temporarily confined in Suburban 
Hospital. Joe has always complained we do not say enough 
in this publication about his inseparable and equally 
talented partner, Loren (Lee) Murray. The immense value 
of such a teamed partnership demonstrates itself at such 
a time. With all <li.scomforts Joe has great comfort in 
knowing anything and everything at the Johannes & Mur­
ray shop will go forward as usual. 



IF BANK PEOPLE anywhere 
lire linf<f>icr about their u-orkiii!/ 
conditions than are the several 
liundred in this Paul Kea As­
sociates designed and mvard-
•a'inninfi Administration Huild-
iny of Suburban Tnist Co.. 

^pleased President J. Robert 
Sheni'ond nould like to knotv 
about it. Located at 6045 Nexv 
Uanii>shire .Ivenue, the smart, 
modern %l million buildinc/ 7vas 
drsif/ned by the Prince (ieori/es 
architectural firm to proxidc 
cxecutix c offices and centralized 
bookkeeping, proof, transit, 
personnel and accountinci de­
partments for the fII1-4 mil­
lion—/5 office bankini/ institu­
tion. 

D I R E C T O R P A U L K E A H O L D S K E Y T O 
A L L O F T H E B E S T T H I N G S I N L I F E 
Last of a Series on Officers and Directors 
LOOK INTO a man's home life, civic and social activities 
and his hobbies and you will know a lot more about how 
he will take care of your work than thixjugh references 
or any examination of his professional or business ac­
complishments. 

The way he lives, the i-esponsibilities he assumes to help 
others and his community reveal his character—the fine 
.grain and the nature of the man, if he has it. To prove the 
point this reporter never expects to find a better example 
than today's Potomac Valley personality. 

He is that distinguished 
Welshman whose an­
cestors from Wales first 
hit the beach in this 
country in 1650 at 
Jamestown Island, Vir­
ginia and who, never in 
his life, has welshed on 
anything or anybody. 
He is that native Vir-
ginia^^ whose feet have 
kept r i g h t on the 
ground since they first 
felt the good earth in 
Surry County. Director 
Kea likes to think of 
that farm and Virginia 
background, the active 
interest it gave him in 
America's history and 
his first architectural 
work which was in the 
d e s i g n i n g of smoke 
houses and peanut fac-

P A U L H . K E A ^""^^^ 
Mrs. Kea, the Grace 
F e r g u s o n t h a t w a s , 

Paul's good partner at Iiome and girl Friday in the oflFice, 
is grateful for a similar background, her Virginia farm 
birthplace being in Pittsylvania County near Danville. 
That Grace an<l Paul should get together, have a honey­
moon in 1920, which included a stop (and anniversary 
visits since) at the Old Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, seems 
a matter of destiny. So, too, the blessed presence of at­
tractive daughter Mildred who, while being Supervisor of 
Nurses at Stuart Circle Hospital, Richmond, never fails 
in person, at least once every two weeks, to pass her picture 
in the study, on her way to occupy her room in the family 
home on three and one-half beautifully landscaped acres 
on Clagett Road, College Heights Estates, Hyattsville. 
Now here is a home, than which we have never seen one 
lovelier or more comfortable, and if you are missing the 

!.!!I!!«K 

imiiiffiisissiMK' 

great enjoyment of visits there it is your own fault 
because the Keas hold open house every Sunday afternoon 
for their friends. We entered the manor (we were about 
to say plantation) one afternoon, and even with the hostess 
absent, every room seemed to be expecting company. We 
also wanted to plop down everywhere to hear good music 
which, through Paul's elaborate Hi F i system, pipes the 
music into every nook and cranny of the great house. 

We would not want to picture Grace and Paul Kea as not 
being without normal marital differences. F o r example, 
Grace does enjoy good music and, up to a point, some of 
the Hi F i sending which all but put orchestras and vocal­
ists right into any rooms, including the baths and base­
ment. But Paul would like it 24 hours a day whereas 
Grace can stand a few hours less music while visiting 
or pouring tea. 

Then there is the matter of our Director Paul's itchy feet. 
At any and every opportunity they cause him to hop into 
his Lincoln to take off for historical places al l over the 
E a s t Coast. Here again Grace shares her husband's interest 
in the old. She may put up an argument about something 
that happened in 1621 and she could do with some days 
less touring and more time on Clagett Road. But, with 
little resistance, she does go along. I f you follow them you 
will find them disappear at destination. While you may 
be looking over the commercialized knick-knacks at the 
souvenir shop, Grace and Paul will be browsing in the 
nearest historical society. Paul's active membershisp in 
eastern historical societies are many. Beginning with the 
Virginia State Historical Society, he has a card for such 
societies throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida 
and, naturally, representing memberships in the Maryland 
Historical Society and Historic Annapolis. He also spends 
time with the Antique Automobile Club of America and the 
National Capitol Antique Automobile Club. 

Now we would not like you to lose entire track of the 
seasoned, imaginative Architect Kea's architectural pro­
gress from his smoke house and peanut factory era, or 
since he studied architecture under private tutors in Nor­
folk and Newport News in which vicinity he practiced until 
1927, when he moved to Maryland opening an office in 
L^aPlata, or since he opened an oflFice in College Park in 1933 
making his move to Hyattsville in the same year. 

We could write endlessly about the accomplishments of 
Kea , and by Paul H . Kea Associates (it being the director's 
nature to emphasize the credit he wants given to his 
associates) in just one field of architectural endeavor— 
Schools. "The school designed for Landover Hills in 1950 
i-epresente<l the first departure from school buildings of 
the older type in Prince Georges. Kea's office designed 
the county's first Negro high school in Fairmont Heights. 
The %2 million Suitland High School and the $1.5 million 
Marlow Heights Junior High and the saw-tooth type school 
for Langley Park are among Kea schools which have at­
tracted national attention among educators. From only 

(continued on page 2) 
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