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1. Mrs. Charles B, Sonle as Martha
IWashiington; Mrs. John S. Sulli-
can as Harriet Lane and Mrs, F.
Leonard Slagle as Grace Coolidge
were the hit of the Centennial Con-
vention's International Luncheon’s
fashion show. 2. The Chapter's
Congention work won an approv-
g smile fronm Regional Directlor
J. Rox Carroll. 3. International
Luncheon Chairinan Mrs. Johii 5.
Samperton welcomes Mrs. Nivon,
{. Chapter Presidents Senseman
and Dwuane and Convention ice
Chairman Seule with Mrs. Nixon.

5. Potomac Valley groups such as

enjoved getting together often

in tts suite at the Shoreham,
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Skippers Dana Johannes and Leon
Brown wmade i1 good sailing on the
convention cruise to Mt. Vernon. Flere
are a few of the 1800 enjoyving ihe
trip. 1. A V1P, group including Pres-
ident Senseman, Commissioner C. A.
Lane, National President Chatelain
and Washington Chapter's President
Duane. 2. Water, water evervwhere
but John d’Epagnier and John Moore
could find nothing on the boat except
sarsaparilla and such. 3. Convention tub thumpers Andy
Maclntire and Don Drayer with Mrs. Maclntire. 4. Light-
footed Ted Englehardt is drumming up dances with Mrs.
Slagle and Mrs. Senseman, It was o.k. with Len. He wanted fo
go visiting anyway. 5. Eddie Morris staved put on the boal’s
stern where he could visit with a host of architectural fricuds

from throughout the nation. Photos by Robt. M. Cairns.

MEETINGS
First Monday of Every Month
at 12 o’clock noon
NEXT MEETING
Monday, June 3
Stone House Inn, Silver Spring

NEXT ISSUE SEPTEMBER 1
As a 10-issues-a-year periodical, the Potomac Valley
Architect will suspend publication during July and
August. Keep in touch with us about your summer
activities for a newsy issue on September 1.

COMFORTABLE SHOES TO FILL

With the Chapter’s June election, Ron Senseman will have
headed the Maryland group of A.L.A. architects for three
terms—once during its Division of the Washington-Metro-
politan Chapter status—and for two successive terms since
the granting of an A.I.A. Chapter charter.

He has given the chapter the leadership and healthy take-
off a new organization unit needs but seldom finds. Or-
ganizers and the hardest
of workers, while being
invaluable, often do not
make the best officers.
Ron was the best of excep-
tions as all members know.
Through all the years the
present members may be
active, they will gratefully
remember the inspiring
administratorship — we
might almost say indis-
pensable generalship, he
has provided during the
chapter’s tender and mem-
bership-building years.
Having won many of the
highest awards of the pro-
fession and the respect
and friendship of archi-
tects everywhere, Ron
Senseman’s charaeter, gen-
tlemanly qualities and
helpfulness have brought
him the love of all those
knowing him best and who so greatly benefit from his
association and leadership.

Renald 8. Senseman

Such a leader has inspired loyalty and had ready workers because of his
own excellent example. He has kept everything rolling by making
considered suggestions, not by being a boss and giving orders. The
Chapter, and all his office and its help could do for it, came first

In the same efficient, productive manner Ron has appointed interested,
competent chairmen and then kept his nose out of their activities.
And so executive and chapter meetings heard no bickering, saw great
attendance and heard to-the-point reports of work done. To keep things
relaxed, Ron usually had a funny story or, if he didn’t, Eddie Morris
was called on.

There is only one way to reward a President like Ron Sense-
man—rthat is by maintaining a growing organizafion which will
always be one of the most active and responsible chapters
in Ad.A.

The shoes being left by Ron are big. But they are well broken in and
comfortable. They need only to be kept well laced, shined and pointed
in the same direction.

ELECTION MEETING JUNE 3

The committee to nominate candidates for the Chapter’s 1857-
1958 officers and directors includes Paul H. Kea, Stanley H.
Arthur and James T. Thomen. It will make its report at the
June 3 election meeting.




The 38350000 Pilgrim Lutheran
Church in Woodacres from the
imaginative, contemporary design
of Milton J. Prassas & Associates
is a traffic stopper on Massachi-
setts Avenue while receiving inter-
ested  national attention  from
church officials. It is being built
with ranc) rock and has a textural
block pattern inside. A 60 fi. cross
takes the place of a steeple. It will
contain  a  heat-puinp, the only
such heating and air-conditioning
equipment to be installed in a
church in this area.

TWO WELCOME RESERVATIONS FOR EVERY
CHAPTER AFFAIR—VI AND MILT PRASSAS

This being spring, when fancies turn where they do, it is a
good time to look in on the delightful and inseparable team
of Vi and Milt Prassas.

There is also the fact this is the last issue of the P. V. A.
before fall and, in our series of Chapter profiles, we could
not choose a member or members providing a more pleas-

Milton J. and Viola L. Prassas

ant note on which to recess. Then, too, we are always car-
rying a nice mental picture of the always-on-time Prassas
team, as present at every meeting and many Executive
Committee meeetings and of the grand reception job Vi
and Milt did at the convention. They are of the ever reli-
able and two-heads-are-better-than-one stuff out of which
an outstanding Chapter is made. We know they, of course
with others, will carry on and that as we take up this pub-
lication work in September, Vi and Milt, charmingly and
dependably, will be right as we left them in June. (Garden-
ing and fruit trees being among their joint hobbies, we do
intend, as you should, too, to drop over to their beautiful
Massachusetts Avenue spot for the joy of their company
and to pick up some of their plum, cherry, apple, peach
and pear surplus.)

Since Milton J. Prassas & Associates in 1945 started its
practice in this area, $50 million of work has gone across
the boards of Milt, the architect and engineer, native of
Chicago, a “Boilermaker” from Purdue who completed
post graduate work at the Armour Institute of Technology,
the Art Institute of Chicago and George Washington Uni-
versity and the boards of Vi, the architectural designer.
She, who was Viola Snider, a corn fed gal from lowa, grad-
uate of Drake University and Southeastern University
with an LL.B. degree too and a member of the Bar. Vi was
a government legal examiner and investigator with apti-
tudes and training possibly never before applied to ex-
hausting best architectural possibilities. A seeret of her
marital success could be (it is not admitted) that she in-
vestigated Milt before she married him.

As the firm designed one big apartment project after an-
other along Connecticut Avenue beginning with projects
like the Saxony and Cromwell, and including the $4 million
4600 luxury elevator apartment building and the $3.6
million Riverview Village garden apartment project for
the Navy at Indian Head, Md., there has been another
invaluable 10-year associate. He is Ed Wilcox who, like
Milt, is an engineer as well as an architect. Greeting
clients at the office oceupying 2,000 sq. ft. of space in the
Prassas home-office establishment at 5915 Massachu-
setts Avenue, is Ed’s pin-up wife, the lovely Ann.
Bringing regular joy to the carefree set-up are the regular
visits of daughter Marilyn. Guarding the entire situation,
with a tail wag if he approves of you, is the well-washed
and combed eocker spaniel, Prince,

Yes, there have been many magnificent and architecturally significant
projects on the Prassas drawing boards residences, churches, schools,
varied government projects. On the firm's boards and/or under con-
struction now are the $750,000 Ft. McNair Housing project. a pro-
cessing plant for Safeway Stores, the $1.85 million Walter Reed Housing
project and office-warehouse facilities for the Lockheed Aireraft Corp.
Meanwhile, Milt, in addition to A.LLA.,, manages to be active in A.C.L :
A.S.C.E.: Washington Board of Trade: Assn. of Civil Engineers;
Retired Officers Assn., U. S. Navy; Conduit Road Fire Dept. as Vice
President and Director; High Point Citizens Association and the
Lutheran Laymen’s Fellowship as President. His main interest, he
prints boldly on all information forms, is his wife. With Vi he shares
a number of interests and hobbies—studying the history of architecture,
tennis, horseback riding, bridge. poker, chess.

So this reporter is sure —the interesting lesson to be learned from _the
Prassas duo is their way of life. They started with the worst pnssll_)lo
break. As a regular Navy officer in World War IT, Milt was seized with
an incapacitating and sometimes fatal disease. With a year of hc_»:]ntal-
ization and a fighting desire to live and work with Vi, and with her
faith and help, he licked it. Then as now, they make it a point just not
to have any interests that they can't fully share together. Members are
indeed grateful one prime interest of the Prassases is the Potomae
Valley Chapter.

BEST LUCK BEN AND ANDY

Secretary Andrew H. Maclntire has joined VP Beniamin P. Elliott
to form the corporate architectural firm of Elliott & Maclntire.

WATCH THE FORD GO BY
That red Thunderbird that passed you was wheeled by Jaek Cohen.

JOHN (JACK) H, SULLIVAN, husband of the pretty model, has moved
his office to 382 E. Montgomery Ave., Rockville. PO 2-6106.

JOHANNES & MURRAY is rearranging and remodeling its offices at
855 Pershing Drive, Silver Spring.

NEW DIRECTORY

Be sure the Secretary now has your correct address and phone number.
A new directory will be published immediately after election.

CONVENTION CAPSULES

“If the cubie space of homes continues to shrink, it won’t be long before
the newlyweds will be feeling like Alice in Wonderland who could con-
tain herself only by sticking one arm out of the window and a foot up
the chimney . . . the lack of privaey, the lack of any place to get away
from the pressure of world events, and the family elamor, is the greatest
single deficiency in American living." Edward A. Weeks Jr. Editor the
Atlantic Monthly, Centennial speaker.




ADVERTISERS

ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE

EARLEY STUDIO, INC.
Applied and Precast Plastic Mosaics

Box 9747 Rosslyn, Va. JA 5-5108
BUILDING EQUIPMENT AND
MATERIALS

JAMES A. CASSIDY CO., INC.
Building Products, Modernfold Doors
8th and Lawrence Sts., NE, Wash, HU 3-8300

CUSHWA BRICK AND BUILDING
SUPPLY COMPANY

Building Materials

137 Ingraham St., NE, Wash. TU 2-1000

THE HAMPSHIRE CORPORATION
Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring,
Partitions, Roof Deck
4626 Annapolis Rd., Bladensburg UN 4-0300

PITTSBURGH CORNING CORP.
PC Glass Blocks and Foamglass Insulation
Wash., C. A. Goiladay LA G

UNITED CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
Alwintite Windows, Brick, Carrier Air
Conditioners, Johns-Manuville, and Bryant
931 Investment Bldg., Washington DI 7-7087

THE WASHINGTON BRICK COMPANY
Modular Masonry Materiais
6th and Decatur Sts., NE, Wash. TU 2-3200

CARPENTRY AND MILLWORK

DICKERSON LUMBER COMPANY
Lumber, Millwork, and Building Supplies
720 Rockville Pike, Rockville OL 2-2000

JORDAN LUMBER & MILLWORK CO.
Lumbeyr and Millwork
41st and Utah Ave., Brentwood UN 4-0607

FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

BAIRD SEATING COMPANY
Designers and Distributors, Furniture for
Churches, Schools, Public Buildings
Baltimore 23, Md.

FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Washington's Oldest Manufacturer of Kitchen
Lquiprient for Restauranls and Schools
220 L St.. NE. Washington, D. C. LT 6-7343

JESSE J. HAMP COMPANY
Laboratory Furniture, Chalkboards, Tack-
boards, and Aluminum Trim
1¥00 No. Charles St., Baltimore 1, Md.

PAGE-KAUFMAN SEATING COMPANY
Factorv Representative—Church Furniture
and Stained Glass
PO Box 8, Severna Park, Md. Sev. Pk. 395

KLON ROW
Sanymetal & Weis Toilet Partitions
5220 Watson St., Washington EM 3-5640

GENERAL

BUILDERS HARDWARE CORP.
Architectural Hardware Consultants—
Builders, Finishing Hardware
7120 Hager La., Bethesda, Md. OL, 6-6800

FENESTRA, INCORPORATED
Steel Windows, Hollow Metal Doors,
Buslding Panels and Roof Decks
6035 Blair Rd., NW, Washington 11, D, C.

GENERAL (Continued)

FRIES, BEALL, & SHARP COMPANY

Representative of Sargent & Company

734 10th St., NW, Washington EX 3-1100
HAUGHTON ELEVATOR CO.

Passenger and Freight Elevators, Dumbavait-

ers, Mowving Stairs

2117 K St, NW, Wash, RE 7-1213
HOPE'S WINDOWS, INC,

The Finest in Metal Windows

1820 No. Nash St., Arlington JA 5-8919

THE SHADE SHOP
Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding
Doors
2214-16 M St.,, NW, Washington RE 7-6262

STANDARD SUPPLIES, INC,
Everything for the Building Trodes—
Wholesale Plumbing, Heating, Mill Supplies
110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville PO 2-4341

LOCKE STUDID
Architectural Photography—DBlack and W hite

or Color
1114 14th St., NW, Washington EX 3-1161

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND
BUILDERS
E. A. BAKER COMPANY, INC,

Builders
6480 Sligo Mill Rd,, Takoma Park JU 5-8564

BOWLING & GARDINER, BUILDERS
Builders and Developers
5701 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda OL, 2-6695

DEMORY BROTHERS
General Building Contraciors
Gaithersburg, Maryland Gaith. 1066

MARVIN J. DUNCAN AND CO.
General Contraciors
10315 Kensington Pkwy, Kensington, Md.
LO 4-7075

HILL AND KIMMEL, INC.
General Contractors
8248 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring JU 5-3911

MARTIN BROTHERS
General Building Contractors
1609 Connecticut Ave., Wash. 9 HO 2-0126

MUTH BROTHERS, BUILDERS
4859 Cordell Ave., Bethesda OI, 2-5113

E. A. PESSAGNO, INC,
Enaineers and Coantractors

169 Danbury St, SW, Wash. 24 JO 1-2400

ROCKVILLE CONSTRUCTION CO.
General Contractors
PO 2-2566

WARTHEN AND WARD
General Contractors
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md.
LO 5-1168

LANDSCAPING

A. GUDE SONS, CO.

Complete Landscaping Service

Box 312, Rockville PO 2-6141
GUSTIN GARDENS, INC,

Architectural Landscaping

Expertly Accomplished

Rockville Pike and Old Georgetown Road

WH 6-5600

MASONRY

A. MYRON COWELL, INC.
Masonry Coniractor
8416 Ramsey Av., Silver Spring JU 9-1879

PAINT
W. R. WINSLOW COMPANY o
Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, San

Cabot, and National Gypsum o
022 New York Ave, NW, Wash. NA &

PLUMBING & HEATING

AMERICAN RADIATOR AND
STANDARD SANITARY CORP. i
Specifications for Plumbing and Heatin
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-

CRANE CO. )
Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plu
ing, Heating, Kitchens, Pipe, Values, Fithi
10700 Hanna St., Beltsville WE 35-

G. LEONARD DAYMUDE & CO., INC
Mechanical Contractors
10313 Kensington Parkway
Kensington, Md. LO S

SPECIAL SERVICES
COOPER-TRENT

K&E Engineering and Drafiing Suppiies
Complete Reproduction Services
4703 Hampden La., Bethesda OL 2-

GENE GLASGOW ASSOCIATES
Advertising and Public Relations, Specia
in Serving Architects, Builders and Suppl
200 Kensington Office Bldg. LO S

LEET-MELBROOK, INC.

Blueprints, Architectural Photos, Draf
Supplies
950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-

MOHICAN ENGINEERING SERVICE
Linen Reproductions, Drafting Supplies,
Blueprinis, Printing
853 Pershing Dr., Silver Spring  JU 5-

PALMER INSURANCE AGENCY
Architects and Engineers Business Liabi
and Valuable Papers Insurance
033 Gist Ave., Silver Spring JU 7+

J. PAUL SULLIVAN
Estimating and Cost Analysis on Governn
or Private Projects
3636 16th St. NW, Wash. AD 2-

JOHN HENRY SULLIVAN, JR, R.A.
Architeciural Photography
4630 Montgomery Ave., Bethesda OL 2-

TILE MFRS, ASSN. OF AMERICA

Edwin B. Morris )
1604 K St, NW, Washington NA 8-

STONE

JACK T, IRWIN )
“Dealers in Natural Sione” Specificatio
1Written _

1508 Rockville Pike, Rockville OL 4

McLEOD & ROMBERG STONE CO, I
46th and Webster, Bladensburg WA 7-

R. B. PHELPS STONE COMPANY
Building Stone—QOwer Half a Century o
Continuous Service
2501 9th St., NE, Washington

STRUCTURAL STEEL

C. R. COXETER AND COMPANY
Macomber Steel Products
918 Ellsworth Dr., Silver Spring JU 9-

TILE

STANDARD ART, MARBLE & TILE
Scagliola, Marble, Mosaic, Terrazzo, Til
Ceramic, Slate :

117 D St., NW, Washington NA 8-




