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ARCHITECTURE — Profession of Bitness

by: Milton J. Prassas, Chairman, Office Practices Committee.

THE RAPID GROWTH in the number of architects gaining registration during the past twelve years, the
Post WW II Era, is in part a reflection of basic changes taking place in the general practice of architec-

ture during this period.
five or more persons. Today, there are hundreds.

The Architeet’s Registration Act for the District of Colum-
bia was first passed in 1924. In 1945, I was registrant
number 482,  Or, in other words, an average of 23 licenses
were issued annually over the first 21 years of the Regis-
tration Act. Today, 1068 architeets have secured licenses
which means that in this Post WW II Era an average of
50 registrations have been issued annually for twelve years
—more than two times the number in one half the period
of time.

We are often heard grumbling about there being too many
offices for the work, but oddly enough, the number of of-
fices have not increased to any great extent. What has
changed is the operation within the architectural office,
The registrant is being absorbed into the enlarged firms.

Our yvounger contemporaries may not recall first hand, but
I'm sure many remember that in the earlier days of this
century, the architect (spelled in capital letters) was one
of the most respected personalities of our society. This
stature was achieved, not through public relations, but
through personal service and dedication. No one thought
of building without first consulting an architect and turn-
ing the full responsibility over to him for design and con-
struction. Many are the instances on record wherein the
owner commissioned the architeet, went on an extended
trip and returned in time to receive the front door key to
the completed building,

In those days, the architect, although considered by today’s
standards to be subnormal in business sagasity, was in-
stead looked up to as the “master” designer and executive
officer of construction. His zeal, in seeking the best solu-
tion to every problem, infected contractor and workman
alike, His pride of workmanship was the craftsman’s
motto. The lazy, indigent and incompetent just were not
to be found on construction work. They were not toler-
ated.

Regardless of the pleadings by Sullivan, Wright and others
for originality in design, the architect, whether a design
copyist or not, did know how to build. His buildings to-
day reflect the degree of attention he paid to detail. His
fees went farther. He could afford it. His clients per-
mitted it. No one heard of leaky walls or roofs, structural
failures, and the usual complaints made today. One rea-
son is that impossible deadlines invariably at the root of

Prior to 1940, there was a handful of firms employing as many as twenty-

errors and omissions, were rarely imposed on him, but
rather his work was thorough and adequate or else it was
not put out for bids. The styles of his designs, notwith-
standing, his clients were pleased with his buildings, and
the contractor took pride in his part toward achieving the
architect’s success.

He lived and breathed his work. Rarely did he spend more
than three hours a week to dispense with payrolls, bills
and statements. If trouble developed on the job, no one
looked to the architect to fix blame. Legal action against
the architect was rarely heard of.

Today. Architectural practices appear to fall into four
primary catagories: (1) individual practitioner; (2) the
small firm of five or less; (3) the medium organization of
up to twenty-five; and (4) the “big operator” organization
with upwards from 100; also the intermediate offices not
classified.

Generally, the practice of the (1) and (2) firms follows er-
ratic fluctuations. At times the principal works himself
to a “frazzle”. In between strenuous production schedules,
he despairs over the morgue-like atmosphere of his office.
He vacillates between the role of the “job getter”, and the
“job producer”. One depends on the other; one precedes
the other. Rarely do each follow in smooth flowing se-
quence,

The practice of the (3) and (4) firms has grown into a
departmentalized type operation of specialists, each usually
licensed and able te conduet his own practice. There
could be found in one firm: job getters, designers, pro-
duction project managers, spec writers, engineers, estima-
tors, construction inspectors, site and landscape planners,
and in the backgrcund a formidable business office
which, among other things, produces weekly reports of the
dollarwise progress of each job under contract in black
and/or red,

How did this all come about? This development is the re-
sult of economie forces at work on our type of operation.
We are forced to be tax collectors for federal, state and
municipal bureaucracies. We are not permitted to balance
good year profits against bad year losses; we are taxed
to the “hilt”. The courts have all but destroved our ethical
stature of agent for our client, and forced us to carry
backbreaking liability insurance to protect ourselves from

(Continued on Page 3)
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PRESIDENT’'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE

During the Yuletide I have had occasion to reflect
with great gratitude on the active part our chapter
is taking in all A.LA. programs and activities.
Because of the expert w ork of om School Commit-
tee, teamed with a simi-
lar Washington Chapter
Committee, the Mont-
gomery County Board of
Education, by its enlight-
ened request, is getting
the skilled, detailed and
carefully document-
ed architectural advice
and guidance this impor-
tant Board needs for its
school building program.
“The Office Practice
Committee is exhaustive-
ly doing a work and con-
ducting seminars which
will be invaluable to
A.LA. members every-
where. The Exhibitions and Competition Com-
mittee is broadening the base of this year’s com-
petition to conclude with a June 5th exhibition
more impressive and newsworthy than any held
before.

The Programs and Meetings Committee are lining
up monthly meeting programs, beginning with one
for January 6, which assure best attendance. 1
would like to see an increase in attendance from
those good members who do not come to meetings
regularly. We need them and they need us.

“All other comittees are similarly on the ball while
our Public Relations and Publicity Committee is
doing a yeoman-like job. In the first place, this
Committee has interested the many responsible
advertisers who make our publication possible.
Constantly it is getting reports of our activities
into the newspapers.

“I want to express my sincere thanks to the Com-
mittees at work and for the readiness with which

“HAPPY NEW YEAR—'TED

PUBLIC RELATIONS HUDDLE

A MAN MUST EAT but he can get work done at the same
time. This is the way the Chapter’s industrious Public
Relations Committee had it figured when sitting down for
one of its December discussions in Bill Coffey’s Silver
Spring Coffey House. From left are: Chairman Ben
Elliott, Joe Dennison and Gene Delmar. Absent was Jack
Sullivan kept in Rockville by the snowstorm on the day of
this meeting.

Winning Helpful Publicity

Your Public Relations Counsel and Editor is constantly
pleased at the productive manner the Public Relations
Committee goes about its work,

It is a stormy day with limited or no telephone service
when Chairman Benjamin P. Elliott is not on the ’phone
with some new idea. If, possibily, he is ahead of himself
as to what can be done for the now, he is always providing
more worthwhile public relations targets to shoot at.
Patronize Your Advertisers

Ben and Chuck Soule’ got the first olives out of the adver-
tisers’ bottle and so, with the first issue of October 1, 1956,
the regular publication of the Potomac Valley Architect
became a certainty. Their work in this connection was
carried on in a bigger way and relentlessly by Joe Denni-
son and Gene Delmar until this January 1958 issue con-
tains 71 listings of approved firms whose quality service
entitles them to architectural patronage and to be bidders
on all jobs with the benefit of architectural designing and
letting of contracts. This solicitation required more time
and work than most members realize and Joe and Gene
deserve a big K for their effort and success.

We Want A Picture Of Your Entry.

The advertising solicitation’s success, Ben Elliott believes,
will make possible an eight- page edition of the P.V.A. to
include pictures of the winning entries in the 1957-1958
Competition and Exhibition. Be sure, when you have
photos made of your entry to have three 8" x 10" glossy
prints made for your editor and for his sending to the
newspapers.

Drafting Class Co-operation

As a special project, Chairman Elliott has written all
County high schools with drafting classes offering to send
a member of the Chapter for a praectical question and an-
sewer session such as Clif White successfully conducted at
Montgomery Blair High School,

Coming-Up — A New Printed Roster,

If it is not in vour hands with this issue, a new printed
roster as assembled by the PR Committee soon will be.

m(,at every meml}el' volunteers when there is a job
to be done. You are making the work of the
president’s office much easier and very rewarding.
“1 wish all of yvou a very good New Year and one
vou will use to make your Chapter membership
most valuable by continuing to take an active part
in its professional and social activities.”
Ted Englehardt, President.




Architecture - Profession or Business
(Continued from Page 1)

legal action by our clients. Employees demand fringe
benefits insurance policies and the like. In the District
the license bureaucrats catch us going both ways. The law
requires we pay a professional license to safeguard the
public, and they regulate us into the business license classi-
fication if we obtain gross fees in excess of $5 thousand per
year.

The business procedures within the architect’s organization
grow steadily more complicated and the staff overhead
costs to handle such matters steadily rises. Paradoxically,
these procedures have no relationship whatsoever to the
design and production of plans and specs and inspection of
construction. Yet, to practice architecture, each office
must first establish these procedures in order that our
bureaucratic governments are served according to law and
regulation. This is particularly evident in our own Amer-
ican Institute of Architects by the ever increasing volume
of work assigned to the national Office Practices Commit-
tee, by the increasing attention the membership pays to
the findings of this committee and by the importance the
national directors of AIA attach to the activities of the
national committee.

In the case of the (3) and (4) type firms, once on the
treadmill of large scale operations, there is no receding.
Sad but true, the suceessful businessman-architect, because
of the great capital investment, and the dependence by so
many people upon him, of necessity finds his major atten-
tion glued on the profit-loss ledgers. Continued success of
the firm is dependent upon a high standard of efficiency
and a steady flow of new job contracts into the office. The
margin of profit in architecture is so small, the principal
often can’t afford the luxury of personal detailed field
direction and, in some instances, he can’t even afford the
time for personal direction of office production. The
larger the firm, the farther removed is the principal from
the end-product bearing his name. His role seems to get
closer to that of a corporate administrative officer and
farther from that of the bygone master architect.

Even though we may look back with nostalgia on the
homage and respect paid the “master architect” of the past,
in the final analysis, this may all be for the good of our
profession. If professional jealousies are reputed to have
divided individual practitioners in the past, the ever grow-
ing need and urgency for us to share and refine our know-
how about business practices, more than any other factor,
may bring us closer together in a true spirit of professional
fellowship.

NEWS OF THE VALLEY

Hospital Exhibition

President Ted Englehardt is calling the attention of boost-

ers for needed new hospitals in Suburban Maryland to the

unusual exhibition of new hospital architecture now being

}IiIem in the Octagon’s gallery at 1735 New York Avenue,
. W,

In a special chapter news release the president advised all
people working for hospital projects that the designs on
exhibit were selected by members of the A.ILA. Committee
on Hospitals and Health from those shown recently by the
American Hospital Association in Atlantic City and in-
cludes the outstanding work of 22 architectural firms,

He is also suggesting that all members who have not
studied the designs do so before January 19 when the ex-
hibition will be brought to a close.

Office Practice Meeting January 9

The Office Practice Committee, which is unhappy about
A.LA, Document No. 71.8, feeling it covers too mueh ter-
ritory, will hold its first meeting of the year thizs Thurs-

day night at 8 o'clock at the Octagon. Chairman Milt
Prassas directs the committee to meet every Thursday
evening following the regular monthly meeting of the
Chapter membership.

Nice Work For Samperton

It’s nice work when an architect can contribute of his time
and talents for the suecess of a worthwhile charitable or-
ganization. Jack Samperton has had the priviledge in
designing the badly needed $65,000 home for tha Mont-
gomery County Society for Crippled Children and Adults.
Jack’s rendering (in most cases without eredit to him) has
appeared in all newspapers. =

Dude Slagle

If you hear of Len Slagle taking a Dude’s vacation, think
nothing of it. He’s designed an addition to the Gulf Hills
Dude Ranch and Country Club at Ocean Springs, Mis-
sissippi.

Medical Designer Cohen

When Jack Cohen is on the sick list he has clinical facili-
ties designed just to suit him. First there was his Silver
Spring Medical Building. Now Jack has designed the
$400,000 Frederick Medical Center.

Drink A Toast to Eddie Morris

Now, on January 15, you can do it at Eddie’s annual, en-
joyvable Olney Inn Dinner.

Ron Senseman Office Party

A highly successful Christmas party can be staged with
tea and good food. Ron Senseman proved that Decem-
ber 17, when, using the unusual facilities of Silver Spring’s
Park Silver Motel recreation room, he entertained his 25
employvees and their families.

Familiar and Welcome Figure

Frank J, Duane presides as president at the Washington
Chapter meeting. At ours he regularly takes any old seat
and helps enliven meetings as one of the most active and
welecome of A.LLA. members,

Accounting For An Expanded Chest

If you've wondered about Luther Flouten’s chest sticking
out the way it does there’s good reason. Mrs. Flouten
(who is “just fine”) presented Luther with a son and heir,
now christened Christopher Sam.

Lovely Formal Gowns

Most all Washington Chapter wives had new gowns.

Those of Potomae Valley members who did, put black ties

on their husbands and, on December 13 enjoyed the Wash-

i};g"wln group’s formal Christmas party at the Roosevelt
otel.

Not In Keeping

The Octagon dining room doesn’t have the decor and com-
fort appropriate for its users. Its proper outfitting is a
pet project of Dana Johannes,

Are You Young?

We know you are outstanding, but are you young? The
Octagan will make an award to an outstanding, young
architect in the area. Reveal your age to Vice Presi-
dent Chuck Soulé. (Editor's Note: Clif White has with-
drawn from this competition.)

New Year's Present!

President Ted reports this good income tax news as given
him by Accountant Ralph Boyd. The order requiring that
expense accounts be noted on Line 6 and reported in detail
has been rescinded for 1957. Remember, however, that
Line 6 is still subject to audit and the detail will be re-
quired for 1958.




ADVERTISERS . . .

ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE

Earley Studie, Inc.

Applied and Precast Plastic Mosales
Box 9747, Resslyn, Va.

Tecfab, Inc.

Precast sructural insulating panels and
window wall systems. Plastic Mosaic and
tile facings.
Beltsville, Md.

JA 5-5108

WE 5-3116

BUILDING EQUIPMENT AND
MATERIALS

James A. Cassidy Co., Inc.

Building Products, Modernfold Doors

Bth and Lawrence Sts., N.E. HU 3-8300

Cushwa Brick and Building Supply Co.
Bullding Materials

137 Ingraham St., N.E., Wash. TU 2-1000
The Hampshire Corporation

Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring
Partitions, Roof Derk

4626 Annapelis Rd., Bladensburg UN 4-0300

National Brick & Supply Co., Inc.
High Pre: e Nlock
High Pressure Concrete Brick

Dox Floor P’lank, Terra Cotta
Washington 11, D. C.

TU 2-1700

Mount Vernon Clay Products Co.

800 Hamlin St. N. E. Washingten 17, D, C.
DE 2-6267

Pittsburgh Corning Corp.

PC Glass Blocks and Foamglasz Tnsulation
Wash., C. A. Golladay LA 6-4800

United Clay Products Company

Alwintite Windows, Bricks, Carrier Air
Conditioners, Johns-Manville, and Bryant
931 Investment Bidg., 'Wash. Dl 7-7087

The Washington Brick Company

Modular Masonry Materials

6Gth and Decatur Sts., N.E., Wash. TU 2-3200

CARPENTRY AND MILLWORK

Dickerson Lumber Company

Lumber, Millwork, and Building Supplies
720 Rockville Pike, Rockville oL 2-2000

Jordan Lumber & Millwork Co.
Lumber and Millwork

41st and Utah Ave.. Brentwoed UN 4-0607

Silver Spring Building Supply Co.
Lumber, Stock & Special Miliwork, Builders
Hardware & Paint

8226 Georgia Ave. at Ripley St., Silver Spring

iU 9-2300
Wheaton Lumber Co.
Doors, Mouldings, Millwork, Paintg &
Hardware
2602 Blueridge Ave., Wheaton, Md.

LO 5-3300

FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
Baird Seating Company

Designers and Distributors, TFurniture for
Churches, Schools, Public Buildings
Baltimore 23, Md.

Food Service Equipment Company
Washington's Oldest Mfgr. of Kitchen
Equipment for Restaurants & Schools
4908 Lawrence St, Bladensburg, Md.

AP 7-3765

Jesse J. Hamp Company

Laboratory Furniture. Chalkboards
Tackboards and Aluminum Trim
1800 No. Charles St., Baltimore I, Md.

KIOI‘I RDW

RBanymetal & Wels Tollet Partitions

5220 Watson St., 'Wash, EM 3-5640

Page-Kaufman Seating Company
Factory Hepersentative—Church
Furniture and Stained Glass

P.0. Box 8, Severna Park. Md.

GENERAL
Cupples Products Corp.

Conpperclal and Residentinl
Aluminum Windows

Cupples Curtain Walls

1024 Dupont Circle Bldg.

Sev. Pk. 395

AD 4-3583

Builders Hardware Corp.

Architectural Hardware Consultants—
Builders, Finishing Hardware

7120 Hager La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-6800
James H. Carr, Inc.

Prefabricated Structural Timber,

Glulum, Trussed Rafters, Trusses

2138 P St., N.W., Wash. AD 4-7979

Phil Dieterich
Manufacturers Representative—Aluminum

Windows, 81iding Glass Doors, Curtain Walls
7727 0ld Chester Rd., Beth., Md. OL 4-7227

Fenestra, Incorporated

Steel Windows, Hollow Metal Doors,
Building Panels and Roof Decks
6035 Blair Rd., N.W., Wash_ ||, D.C.

Fries, Beall & Sharp Company

Hepresentative of Sargent & Co.
734 10th St., N.W., Wash. EX 3-1100

Haughton Elevator Co.

Passenger and Freight Elevators,
Dumbwalters. Moving Stairs
2117 K St., N.W., 'Wash, RE 7-1213

Hope's Windows, Inc.

The Finest in Metal Windows
1820 No. Nash St., Arlington, Va.

D. A. Hubbard Co.

Aetna Steel Produets Corp., Milwaukee

Stamping Co., Panelfab Aluminum Doors,

Frames, Insulated Panels

4709 Montgomery La., Beth., Md. OL 2-8425
OL 6-4985

JA. 5-8910

Floyd E. Keontz

Tella Wood Folding Deors & Windows
Miami Medicine Cabinets & Mlirrors
3250 K St. N. W., Wash. D. C.

FE 3-2900
Rose Brothers Co.

‘or Roofing & Sheet Metal Work—Serving the
Washington-Metropelitan Area since 1892—
Office and Plant—

19th St. & Ft. Meyer Dr., Arlingten JA 2-1223

The Shade Shop

YVenetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding
Twors
2214-16 M St., N.W., Wash. RE 7-6262

Standard Supplies, Inc.
Eversthing for the Building Trades—\Wholesale
Flumbing, Heating, Mill Supplies
110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville

T. M. Woodall, Inc.

Plastering and

PO 2-4341

Treatment
Ju 9-38i11

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND
BUILDERS
Altimont Bros. Inc.

4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md.
oL 2-2662

Acoustical

E. A. Baker Company, Inc.

Bulilders
6480 Slige Mill Rd., Takema Park JU 5-8564

Demory Brothers

General Building Contractors
Gaithersburg, Md.

Marvin J. Duncan and Co.

General Contractors
10315 Kensington Pkwy, Kens., Md. LO 4-7075

Gaith. 1066

Eisen - Magers Construction Co., Inc.
Contractors
Industrial Construction

145 Kennedy St. N. W.,

tieneral Commercial &

Wash. 11, D, C.
TU 2-3838

Hill and Kimmel, Inc.
General Contractors

8248 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring JU 5-3911
Martin Brothers

Gieneral Building Contractors

1609 Conn. Ave., Wash., 9 HO 2-0126
Muth Brothers, Builders

4859 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 2-3113

North American Contracting Corp.

General Contractors
1526 Connecticut Ave. N. W. 'Wash. 6, D. C.

CD 5-2060
E. A, Pessagno, Inc.
Engineers and Contractors
169 Danbury St., S.W., Wash. 24 JO 1-2400
Rockville Construction Co.
General Contractors

PO 2-2566

Eugene Simpson & Bro.

300 Montgomery St., Alexandria, Va.

K1 8-4700
Warthen & Ward

(ieneral Contractors
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington LO 5-1168

LANDSCAPING
A. Gude Sons, Co.

Complete Landscaping Service
Box 312, Rockville PO 2-6141
Gustin Gardens, Inc.

Architertural Landscaping

Expertly Accomplished

Rockville Pike & 0ld Georgetn. Rd. WH 6-5600

MASONRY
A. Myron Cowell, Inc.

Masonry Coniractor
8416 Ramsey Ave.. Silver Spring

JU 9-4580
JU 9-3340

PAINT
Cunningham Paint Company

Distributors: PVA Muraltone In
175 Colors far All Interior and
Exterior Masonry Walls,

1236 — 20th St., N. W.

W. R. Winslow Co.

Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, Samuel
Cabot, and National Gypsum, Winslows'
Products

922 New York Ave., N.W., Wash.

ME 8-2670

NA 8.8610

PLUMBING & HEATING

American Radiator and Standard
Sanitary Corp.

Specifications for Plumbing and Heating
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-6600

Donald W. Bower, Inc.

Plumbing. Heating and Air Conditioning

Evinrude Motors, Boats and Trailers

4920 Livingston Rd., S. E. Wash. 21, D. C.
LO 7-8090

Crane Co.

Manufaclurers and Wholesalers of Plumbing,
Heating. Kitchens, Pipe, Valves, Fittings
10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4600

G. Leonard Daymude & Co,, Inc.

Mechanical Contractors
10313 Kensington Pkwy., Kens., Md. LO 5-8970

SPECIAL SERVICES
Cooper Trent

K & E Engineerin
Complete Reprode
4703 Hampden La.

Services

Bethesda, Md. OL 6-

Foundation Test Service, Inc.
Foundation Investigations, Test Borings. So
Tezting, Auger Probe Borings, Rock Drilli
James J, Schnabel, Gen. Mgr

1605 Kennedy Pl., N.W., Wash.

RA 6-

Gene Glasgow Associates

Advertising and Public Relations,
Speclalists in Serving Architects, Buil
and Suppllers

200 Kensington Office Bldg. LO 5-

Leet-Melbrook, Inec.

Blueprints, Architecfural Photos.
Supplies
450 Slige Ave., Silver Spring

Drafting

JU 9-

Locke Studio

Architectural Photography—Tlack and Whi
or Caolor
1114 14th St.,

N.W., Wash. EX 3-

Mohican Engineering Services
Linen Reproductions, Drafting Supplies,
Blueprintz, Printing

853 Pershing Dr., Silver Spring Ju 5-

Pa|mer insurance AgEﬂCy

Architects and Engineers Busine
and Valuable Papers Insurance
933 Gist Ave., Silver Spring

55 Liabilit

JU 7-

J. Paul Sullivan
Estimating and Cost An:
Government or Private Pro

3636 16th St., N.W., 'Wash,

AD 2-

Tile Mfgrs. Assn, of America

Edwin B. Morris
1604 K St, N.W,,

Wash. NA 8-

STONME

McLeod & Romberg Stone Co., If
46th & Webster, Bladenshurg WA 7-

R. B. Phelps Stone Company

Building Stone—Over Hall a Century
of Continuous Service

2501 9th St., N.E., 'Wash.

STRUCTURAL STEEL

C. R. Coxeter and Company
Macomber Steel Troduets

918 Ellsworth Dr., Silver Spring JU 9-

TILE
O. R. Armstrong

C. 8.

Ceramic Tile Co.
T'he Sparta Ceramie Co.
2742 S. Buchanan St., Arlington 6, Va,|

Ki 94

A. D'Arcangelo Tile Co.

Albert D'Arcangelo—Owner
Tile — Marble — Terrazzo

7501 Halleek St., Distriet Heights, Md.
RE 5-

The Mosaic Tile Co.

Tile Manufacturer
Ware House and Showroom
607 S. Ball St., Arlington, Va.

OT 4.5553 oT 4-

Standard Art, Marble & Tile Co.

Scagliola, Marble, Mosale, Terrazzo, Tile,
Ceramic, Slate

117 D Sst, N.W., Wash. NA 8




