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The Archltects High Task

(Reprinted from Architectural F orum—]July, 1958)

According to Sir John Wolfden, vice
chancellor of Reading University in
Reading, England. it makes a difference
to man’s heart and soul if he is sur-
rounded by gracious buildings or mean
ones. This was the theme of his recent
talk  before the Royal Institute of
British Architects.

Architects’ works are so damnably permanent.
We can ignore music which offends us: we
can. if we are fools enough, shut our ears to
poelry: we can even, if we feel like it slash
All these we

and we can treat

a picture with a palette knife.
can destroy. or ignore;
them, if we are so disposed, as ephemeral
nonsenses. But you cannot just ignore build-
ings; you cannot ignore the house you live
in. It is there. and, for good or ill, you have
to live with it. But even the permanence and
obviousness of a building are not, of course,
the main things about it. The main thing is
the simple fact that architects’ works are all
around us, that they are, in a very real sense,
the background of our daily lives. The influ-
ence of that background may be incalculable,
but it is assuredly very real.

1 believe that it makes a difference to man's
very heart and soul if he lives in a gracious
and civilized house, and it makes a difference
fo his heart and soul if he lives in a mean
and squalid tenement. Why this should be I
cannot explain, But Plato knew it: “Beauly,
the effluence of fair works, shall flow into
the eve and ear, like the health.giving breeze
from a purer region, and insensibly draw the
soul from earliest years into likeness and sym-
pathy with the beauly of reason.”

Your influence is not at its strongest when it
flows from what is spectacular or dramatic or

aiming at effect. The unobtrusive natural
good manners of a building or a crescent or
a square can be, I humbly suggest. more in-
fluential than something which shouis louder,
We do not need to be professional psycholo-
gisis to appreciate the profund and lasting
nature of insensible or unconscious influence:
all good education is based on it.

Let those who will arqgue about the true, the
bequtiful and the good. There is no ultimate
conflict between them. There cannot be any
such conilict, for they are all part of the na-
ture of the eternal and the divine. It is your
high task to embody them all, to malerialize
these forms, to make for all of us things becu-
tiful and true and good to be the background
whose ceaseless influence will make our hum-
ble ordinary daily lives more true, more
beautiful and more good.

P.V. A. Needs News

For the forthcoming issues of the P.V.A, we
would like to hear from the members regard-
ing the work that they now have in progress,
and construction that is planned for the future.
We would like to print one or two photos or

ing the work that they now have in progress,
renderings each month so we may all keep
abreast of the Chapter’s progress. Send your
story. together with 8x10 glossy prints, to Ben
Elliott. With your cooperation we will be able
to make this a reqular monthly feature. Ii
your picture is used you will be billed just
for the engraving costs for making a cut

Elliott in New Home

Ben Ellioit, aftersome delay, has moved to
his newly-constructed home in Potomac. Ben
acted as his own confractor. Good luck, Ben.

g BYSepiember 8, 1958
£ib

Ron Hooks Broadbill,
Beach-Hops on Vacation

architect and candidate
for the House of Delegates, hooked and
landed the greatest game fish of all, “The
Broadbill Swordfish,” off Block Island, Friday.
August 22nd. The Broadbill weighed 395 1bs.,
measured 12 ft. and was landed on 54 thread
line and 14/0 reel in 1 hour and 35 minutes.
Ron has caught many marlin but this was his
first chance at a Broadbill. Dr. Sutton, Ron's
cousin, and Harry Judson were also along
on the Sea Squirrel II, oui of Port Judith,
BRhode Island. Besides fishing, Rod added
flying time in his record in the 1 hour and 30
minutes from Washington to Rhode Island in
addition to the beach-hopping between Mar-
tha's Vineyard, Nantucket and Cape Cod, all
in his very plush Bonanza.

Ronald Senseman,
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October Meeting—October 6, 1958

Committee Appointments

Charles B. Soule’, our newly elected president.
has announced the following as Commitiee
Chairmen during his term of office. We are
confident that these men will perform their
duties in the conscientious manner that marks
the steady advance of this Chapter. However.
it is only with full cooperation of all the mem-
bers that they will be able to fulfill their
duties to the optimum level:
Public Relations and Publications

Benjamin P. Elliott
Building and Zoning Codes

Clifton B. White
Education

Andrew H. Maclntire
Finance and Budget

James T. Thomen
Exhibitions and Competitions

ouglas C. Dolan

Historical and Chapter Hislory

Edwin B. Morris, 8r.
Housing Commitiee

John A. Bartley
Liagison Commitiee

Ted Englehardt
Membership and Attendance

John E. Moore
Programs and Meetings

Eric W. Andberg
Office Practice Committee

Theodore Cromar, Jr.
Registration & Legislation Commiitee

Paul H. Kea, Ron Senseman
School Buildings

Dana B. Johannes

Report of
Education Committee

Andrew Maclntire and George Schoneberger,
members of the Education Committe. had the
opportunity of meeting with their counterparis
in the Baltimore Chapter of the ALA. As
previously reported, our Chapler is altempting
to establish a School of Architecture in the
University of Maryland, which effort has
aroused interest in the powers that be. The
Baltimore Chapter has paralleled this by at-
tempting to interest Johns Hopkins in a similar
arrangement, as well as investigating other
colleges which might be closer to them than
the University of Maryland. Their very active
committee, headed by Mr. Francis Jencks. has
conferred with officials at Johns Hopkins and
St. John's in Annapolis and has engagad in
considerable research in a fine effort to direct
the formation of an architectural school to
best serve their chapler’s needs and interesis.
Both commitiees agreed that should either
chapter succeed in interesting any authorities
in the formation of an architectural school of
quality, that the other chapter almost certainly
would join in supporting a top flight school re-
gardless of location. The possibilities of a
school at Hopkins or elsewhere appears to
be remote and that Maryland University may
be the most feasible and the direction in
which our combined efforts might be directed.
They agreed upon the exchange of informa-
tion and the keeping of one another posted
and informed as to progress and develop-
ments. Mr. Alexander Cochran, a member of
the National Committee, suggested the calling
for Octagon Assisiance in a formal survey
and our committee replied that this had been
offered and would be ultimately of great cood
but that we did not wish to incur a great
amount of research and work until such time
as Dr. Elkins was ready and willing fo re-
ceive it and further so that such a survey re-
port, when made, would be current at the
time it would be considered. The Baltimore
Chapter commitltee is a large and a very oc-
tive one stalied with gualified personnel.
Andy and George felt somewhat like the crew
of @ PT boat going aboard a carrier but an
evening of good fellowship was the result.

Gene Glasgow’'s Mother

Passes on in S. Dakota

IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET that we announce
the passing of gene Glasgow’s mother in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. We are sure that
every member of the Potomac Valley Chapter
extends the sincerest sympathy to a man
who has extended himself so fully in the in-
terests of our architects.

Gene left suddenly in May. just a day or two
before the Special Awards Issue was pub-
lished. His assistant Fred Bowers carried the
ball from there.

CHAPTER NOTES

DANA JOHANNES expects to be doing quile a
bit of flying belween here and Clearwaler.
Florida since he and his family have moved
to that fair city. Dana will no doubt keep an
eye on the affairs of the new Johannes &
Murray office in Florida as well as frequent
checks on the Silver Spring and easlern shore
offices. Dana’'s drawing board is located
under Palm Tree #5.

LAST SPRING Mrs, Paul H. Kea was involved
in a serious automobile accident when the
accelerator on her car stuck. She suifered two
broken legs and other injuries and has since
been confined lo Prince Georges Hospilal.
She is on the mend, however, and Paul ex-
pecis her to be home the first of September.
Mrs. Kea is a valuable member of the office
and has been sorely missed—but we hope
she will be back at the old stand shorily.
She is in very good spirits and cheerful, in
spite of missing a long over-due vacation
taking them to the West Coast.

V.T.H. BEINS informs us that he drilled an
artesian well this summer. (Editors Note: Al-
though we have not seen him, he has prob-
ably developed some rather siriking biceps
during his summer activity.)

ANDREW DONNALLY spent his weekends this
summer cruising around the bays in his brand
new 16’ outboard with a whopping 40 hp
motor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Andrew Donnally announces the opening of
his new office at 4333 St. Elmo Avenue,
Bethesda. The new firm will be known as
Andrew V. Donnally and Associates.

The new firm of Bagley-Soule’ and Associates
is comprised of Marion L. Bagley and Charles
B. Soule’, with offices at 8555 Connecticut
Avenue, Chevy Chase.

The resignation of Mr. David Scull. a member
of the Park and Planning Commission, necessi-
tates a new appointment being made by the
County Council. On behalf of the Potomac
Valley Chapter, our new president sent the
following wire to the president of the Mont-
gomery County Council. Mr. Wilbur N, Baugh-
man:

“The Potomac Valley Chapter of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects respectfully urges
the County Council to appeint an architect 1o
fill the recently vacated post on the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Commis-
sion. We stand ready to aid the Council in
any way possible in the selection of a quali-
fied and experienced planner for this impor-
tant position. Signed Charles B. Soule’. Presi-
dent, Potomac Valley Chapter, A.LA.”

Qur Chapter can be proud of the prompt siep
taken by Mr. Soule’ to further the aims of all
architects.




Chapter President Flies to Convention

Educational a
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Senseman addresses Chapter Officers at National Convention.

aining Visit

o

i
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right is Paul R. Hunter, Chairman of Chapter Affairs Committee

The representatives of the Potomac Valley
Chapter, Weppner and Soule’, left via Sense-
man Air Service, Tuesday afternoon. Frontal
action reported west of the mountains. We
tried going over and around the disturbance,
but got mixed up inside and ended up under
and in the deep South. Afler passage of time
and the storm, proceeded to Cleveland, em-
barassingly late, but undaunted.

Since the A.LA. Journal carried complete cov-
erage one can cover the convention in an
easy chair. This is free too. However, there
is a real thrill in atiending a convention and
I think' it should be everyone’'s desire to at-
tend and to take part. There is no substitute
for being at the right meeting at the right time.
The Wednesday morning discourse, “An An-
thropologist Looks at Architecture” was stimu-
lating, enlightening, and downright humorous
in its frankness of the perfecily obvious. As
an anthropologist, the speaker likes to look
at things ond not just read about them. As
Architects, yes and as draftsmen, if we had
a little more of the anthropologist in us we
could do a beiter job. If you have not read
this, you should by all means do so immedi-
ately.

As expected, we had the sliding discussion
on the Capitol front dnd took our stand in
favor. but to no avail, and again the Institute
is out in left field, but they did put up a gooed
fight and (depending ‘on which side you were
on) il was a good fight,

Then, of course, we did the usual visiting in
Cleveland. The weather was delightiul and
the local architecture most interesting, espe-
cially delighted with the interior of Eric. Mea-
delsohn’'s synagogues

I was impressed by the number of awards
given this year. It seemed live every one
was in the act, but it always is impressive
and | am always sorry that I am not better
acquainted with the background of the
awards winners.

The banquet was very interesting. The
speaker, William Hazlett Upson, was so well
versed on Russia that you had the feeling
you too had been there. His commen!s on
the comparison of their educational system
with ours was well worth the entire evening.
In summary, the convention, while coming on
the heels of the Centennial Celebration, was
one that will be remembered, regardless,. We
surely hate to see our most capable President
on the sidelines.. | am sure history will say
he is the gredatest. Our hats off to President
Chatelain and a job well done.

Next year you all should try to go to New
Orleans.

Ronald 8. Senseman, A.LA.

Correction

We are very sorry that in our Special
Awards Issue of June the name of the
Eisen-Magers Construction Co., Inc., was
misspelled. To help minimize this error,
their od appears on the back vage of
this issue.

HERE and
ELSEWHERE

The Special Awards issue of the P.V.A. in
June, has elicited many favorable comments
from different sources, including a very kind
letter from E. B. Morris, Jr. Ron Senseman re-
ports that while he was at the Convention
many other chapters requested copies of this
publication to be used as a model for their
own issues. He, of course, obliged. These
other A.LA. chaplers expressed admiration
that a comparatively small chapter should
undertake such a sizeable project.

The Washington Evening Star devoted the
complete front page of a Sunday Real Estate
to pictures and write-ups of the
awards. It is gratifying that the chapter re-
ceived this recognition.

Public Relations Survey

St. Louis. Missouri Chapter of the A.LA: re-
cently conducted a survey of all chapters in
the country in regard to their public rela-
tions programs. 30% of the 136 organizations
responded and of those reporting 20% had né
aclive public relations program: public rela-
tions budgets per organization varied from
no budget to $15,000; average budget per
corporatle member per year amoiinted to
$20.00; average budget for gross' membership
per year amounted to $13.00; 17%. of the
responding organizations have public relations
counsel; average annual fee for those report-
ing fees varied from $500 to $4800. Of the 136
organizations, 56 have separate publications.
The Potomac Valley Chapier was one of those
reporting chapters and it is interesting lo
note that our budget per corporate member
per year for the last year amounied fo ap-
proximately $40—double that of the national
average. Candid observance would indicate
that we have done twice as much for our size
than the average public relation conscious
chapter.

Section

Baltimore-Washington
Architects’ Report

As you are all aware. there is a new quar-
terly publication “Architects’ Report” being
put out by the Baltimore Chapter of the A.LA,
The first issue will feature schools—not ne-
cessarily public—but independent schools as
well, We believe that most of our local archi-
tects will do well to submit exhibits as this
will be a valuable public relations tool for
the Baltimore-Washington Presently
there will be many other categories featured:
religious buildings, commercial and residen-
tial developments, hospitals and industrial
buildings. The charge for these exhibils is
nominal and we believe there are many .of
our members who have something of interest
to contribute,

ared.




GENERAL §B ELECTRIC

&B WEATHERTRON

ALL-ELECTRIC HEAT PUMP
CUSHWA

TU 2-1000 HU 3-6574

James A. Cassidy Co., Inc.
Building Products
Modernfold Doors

8th and Lawrence Sts., N.E.
HU 3.-8300

James H. Carr, Inc.
Prefabricated Structural Timber,
Glulam, Trussed Rafters, Trusses

2138 P St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
AD 4-7979

Eisen-Magers Construction Co, In

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Commercial and Industrial Construction

4817 Frohlich Lane

SPruce 3-7100

Bladensburg,

ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE
Tectfab, Inc.

Precast sructural insulating panels and
window wall systems.
tile facings.

Beltsville, Md.

Plastic Mosaic and

WE 5-3118

BUILDING EQUIPMENT AND
MATERIALS

The Hampshire Corporation

Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring
Partitions, Roof Deck

4626 Annapolis Rd., Bladensburg UN 4-0300
National Brick & Supply Co., Inc.
High Pressure Block

High Pressure Concrete Brick
Dex Floor Plank, Terra Cotla

Washingten 11, D, C. TU 2-1700

Mount Vernon Clay Products Co.

800 Hamlin St. N. E. Washington 17, D. C.
DE 2-6267

The Washington Brick Company
Modular Masonry Materials

6th and Decatur Sts., N.E., Wash. TU 2-3200

FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

Klon Row
Sanymetal & Wels Toilet Partitions

5220 Watson St., 'Wash. EM 3-5640

Schatz Kitchen Equipment, Inc.
Washington's Oldest Mfgr. of Kitchen
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools

5011 Minn. Ave., N.E., Wash 27, D. C.
SP 3-5300

GENERAL
Cupples Products Corp.

Commercial and Residential
Aluminum Windows
Cupples Curtain Walls

1024 Dupont Cirele Bldg. AD 4-3583

Builders Hardware Corp.

Architectural Hardware Consultants—
Buillders, Finlshing Hardware

4908 St. Eimo Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL. 6-6800

Phil Dieterich

Manufacturers Representative—Aluminum
Windows, Sliding Glass Doors, Curtain Walls

7727 0ld Chester Rd., Beth., Md. OL 4-7227

Fries, Beall & Sharp Company

Representative of Sargent & Co.

734 l0th St., N.W., Wash, EX 3-1100

D. A. Hubbard Co.

Aetna Steel Products Corp.: Grant Pulley
and Hardware. Panelfab Aluminum
Doors, Frames, Insulated Panels

4709 Montgomery La., Beth.,, Md. OL 2-8425
EM 5.2747

Floyd E. Keontz

Pella — Wood Folding Doors & Windows
Miaml Medicine Cabinets & Mirrors

3250 K St. N. W., 'Wash. D. C.
FE 3-2900

Rose Brothers Co.

For Roofing & Sheet Metal Work—Serving the
Washington-Metropolitan Area since 1892—
Offce and Plant

19th St. & Ft. Meyer Dr., Arlingten JA 2-1223

The Shade Shop

Sun Valley Sliding Glass Doors
Folding doors of all types
Venetian Blinds, Window Shades

2214-16 M St., N.W., Wash., D.C. FE 7-1200

T. M. Woodall, Inc.

Plastering and Acoustical Treatment

JU 8-3811

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND
BUILDERS

Altimont Bros. Inc,

4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md.
OL 2-2662

E. A. Baker Company, Inc.
Builders

6480 Slige Mill Rd., Takema Park JU 5-8564

Demory Brothers
General Building Contractors

Gaithersburg, Md. Gaith. 1066

Marvin J. Duncan and Co.
General Contractors
10315 Kensington Pkwy, Kens., Md. LO 4-7075

Hill and Kimmel, Inc.

General Contractors

1103 'Wayne Ave.. Silver Spring. Md.
JUu 5-3911

Muth Brothers, Builders
4859 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 2-5113

LANDSCAPING

Gustin Gardens, Inc.

Architectural Landscaping
Expertly Accomplished

Rockvilie Pike & Oid Georgetn. Rd. WH 6-5600

MASONRY

A. Myron Cowell, Inc.
Masonry Contractor JU 9-4580

8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-3340

PAINT

W. R. Winslow Co.

Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, Samuel
Cabot, and National Gypsum, Winslows”
Products

922 New Yeork Ave., N.W., Wash. NA 8-8610

PLUMBING & HEATING

American Radiator and Standard
Sanitary Corp.

Specifications for Plumbing and Heating

8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring U 7-6600

Crane Co.

Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing,
Heating, Kitchens, Pipe, Valves, Fittings

10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4600

G. Leonard Daymude & Co., Inc.

Mechanical Contractors

SPECIAL SERVICES
Cooper Trent

Your authorized K & E distributor
Complete Reproduction Services

4703 Hampden La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6

Foundation Test Service, Inc,

\
Foundation Investigations, Test Borings, §
Testing, Auger Probe Borings, Rock Drill
James J, Schnabel, Gen. Mgr.

1605 Kennedy Pl., N.W., 'Wash. RA 6

Leet-Melbrock, Inc.

Blueprints, Architectural Photes, Drafting
Supplies

950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring ju s
Tile Mfgrs, Assn. of America
Edwin B. Morris

1604 K St.,, N.W., Wash. NA 8

STEEL JOISTS

C. R. Coxeter and Company
Macomber Steel Products

8115 Fenton St., Silver Spring, Md, JU ¢

TILE
O. R. Armstrong

17. 8. Ceramic Tile Co., The Sparta Cera
Co.. B8 Curtain Wall Panels

2742 S. Buchanan St., Arlington 6, Vi
Kl f

The Mosaic Tile Co. of Virginia
Tile Manufacturer
Warehouse and Showroom

607 S. Ball St., Arlington, Va.
OT 4-5553 oT -

Standard Art, Marble & Tile Co,
Scagliola, Marble, Mosaic, Terrazzo, Til

Ceramie, Slate

117 D St, MN.W. Wash NA




