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E. B. MORRIS, SR. E L E C T E D T O C O L L E G E O F F E L L O W S 
A iine fellow and grand gentleman has been 
named lo the College of Fellows of Ihe Ameri
can Institute cf Architcets. He is Edwin Bate-
man Morris. Sr., / l A , the first member of the 
Potomac Valley Chapter to be so honored. 
It is a richly deserved honor for "E. B.". as we 
affectionately know him. but it is also an occa
sion for a l l members of Ihe chapter to bust a 
few buttons knowing that this gentleman who 
has done so much for the chapter is being so 
recognized. 

E. B. is a charier member of the Potomac 
Valley Chapter, a fact of which he is "very 
proud" and has worked tirelessly since its in
ception to make it Ihe fine active organization 
that it is today. The beauty of having such a 
fine, hard-working member as E. B. lies in the 
fact that he does a l l these things wi th so 
much charm and wit . 
According to his autobiorraphv which he 
penned for the chapter on this occasion, "as 
are a l l Morris's", he was born in Philadelphia 
and fortunate for the architectural profession on 
Corinthian Avenue, a name w h i c h he thinks 
might have started him thinking architecturally 
at an early age. 
E. B. studied architecture at the University of 
Pennsylvania where he played end on the 
Freshman football team and where he was 
editor of the Red and Blue, the university 
magazine. Af ter graduation he worked in 
several offices in Philadelphia. 
He later moved to Washington to the Super
vising Architect's Office where he eventually 
became assistant chief of an organization of 
about five hundred men. Whi le there he helped 
organize the Association of Federal Architects, 
and for fif teen years published the FEDERAL 
ARCHITECT. Five years ago this same or
ganization presented E. B. wi th a gold medal 
for outstanding service lo architecture. 
In 1942 he left the government to go wi th a 
private association "lo talk w i t h such geniali ty 
as I could assume about tile, one of the f ew 
construction materials of which one may say 
there is no perfect substitute." (E. B. also ad
mits to a fondness for scrapple, one of the 
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"foods of which one may say there is no per
fect substitute.") 
While not a specification writer, E. B. became 
interested in specifications and was instru
mental in organizing the Construction Speci
fication Institute and its magazine. This or
ganization has grown in ten years to a mem
bership of four thousand. 
In addition to a l l these activities through the 
years, E. B. has always found time to pursue 
a vigorous wri t ing career, both in the archi
tectural f ield and as an avocation. The A I A 
Journal and the Atlantic Monthly have often 
used his by-line, a fact that has been recog
nized by AIA in making the fellow award 
which is for "Service to the Institute" and 
"Literature". 

He has at least a dozen novels to his credit, 
one of which Hollywood thought we l l enough 
of to screen it twice—once in Ihe silent days 
and again as a "talkie", if you haven't seen 
it. you might catch i t some night on a late TV 
show, according to E.B. It's still making the 
rounds and Ihe title is "Narrow Street", wi th 
Marie Dressier and Edward Everett Horlon. 

Although a transplanted Phi ladelphian, E. B. 
has by now become an adopted son of that 
fine, old, historic area of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, known as Sandy Spring. It was 
there where he met his charming wi fe . Faith 
Farquhar. a member of one of the oldest 
families in Maryland, and it was there where 
they were married in 1910 in her home, the 
house which is now known as Olney Inn. The 
Morrises have three children: Edwin Bate-
man Morris, Jr., who is active in the A I A , Mrs. 
Kay Mills and Mrs. Pally Stabler. 
During the A I A convention in New Orleans, 
June 22-26. thirty-nine outstanding architects 
from a l l sections of the Uni ted Stales w i l l be 
formally inducted into the College of Fellows of 
the Institute. The Potomac V a l l e y Chapter w i l l 
be especially proud when this name is an
nounced: Edwin Bateman Morris , Sr., F A I A . 

Senseman Slated for AIA 
Regional Director Ballot 
Our active past president. Ronald S. Senseman 
A I A , has been nominated as a candidate for 
Ihe office of Regional Director of Ihe Middle 
Atlantic Regional District of the A I A . 
Ballots w i l l be mailed from the Octagon on 
Friday, May 15, to a l l corporate members as
signed to chapters in the Midd le At lant ic Re
gion and must be received i n the Octagon no 
later than June 1, 1959 at 5 P.M. Also a candi
date for the office is Daniel A . Hopper. Jr., of 
the New Jersey Chapter. 

Ron has been active on var ious committees 
which published reports on school design and 
has authored several articles on home, church 
and school bui ld ing. He annua l ly lectures on 
"Church Architecture" and "Class in Princi
ples of Architecture" at Ihe Washing ton Mis
sionary College. 

He is registered in Ihe Stales of M a r y l a n d , 
District of Columbia, West V i r g i n i a , Massachu
setts, Virginia , Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania , 
Michigan, New Jersey, Indiana, and Flor ida . 
In addition to many schools in var ious states 
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Chapter Honors 
Associate Members 

Handsomely inscribed certificates of Associate 
Membership in the Potomac Val ley Chapter 
A I A w i l l be presented to associate members at 
our next regular meeting on Monday, May 4. 
Secretary Mil t Prassas has expertly carried out 
a directive of the Executive Committee in hav
ing the scrolls prepared—the first of their kind 
(to our knowledge) among A I A chapters 
throughout the country. 
Other chapters that may wish to so honor their 
associate members may be interested in con
tact ing the Potomac Val ley Chapter Secretary. 
He informs us that the plates are available and 
he w o u l d be g lad to supply prices on various 
quantities which would , of course, have the 
proper chapter name inscribed. 
Suitable for f raming and produced on heavy 
stock, the certificates measure 8'/a b y 11 
inches. 
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his f i r m has to its credit such projects as the 
Industr ia l College of the Armed Forces at Fort 
McNair in Washington, D. C the Graduate 
School addition at Walter Reed A r m y Medical 
Center in Washington, D. C and the Washing
ton Sanitarium and Hospital in Takoma Park, 
M a r y l a n d . 
Ever active in A I A affairs, Ron has been a past 
president of the Mary land Division. Washing
ton Metropoli tan Chapter, A I A ; past president 
of the Potomac Val ley Chapter of Mary land , 
A I A ; A I A representative at National Chamber 
of Commerce meetings, a delegate to the Pan 
Amer ican Conference and a heguent attend
ant at A I A conventions. 
There's an old adage which goes: " I f you want 
a job done, give it to a busy man." Ron's 
the man . 

. / must •>!! aiiv trip to (iiu iciit Hi/yM is yoKr f iclnrc an a caiiit'l iu thr slunlow (>i the pyramids 
mill the silent Sphinx. On the inuiicdiiilc left arc Mrs. ."^iViscnhui and h'on. Srr story. 

A C C E N T ON A R C H I T E C T U R E ON C A P I T A L H I L L 
It may have been the attention given to the 
Capitol East Front Extension; it may have been 
the sudden consciousness given to the preser
vation of older buildings or the demolition of 
Wor ld War 1 "tempos" still standing — and 
those even more "tempo-types" which we still 
have from World War I I . Nevertheless, it is 
evident that there is an architectural awrae-
ness in the Nation's Capital which has not 
been accented in many years. 

Typical of this trend are companion bills cur
rently before the Congress which would re
quire h igh standards of architecture for Federal 
buildings, acquire and preserve works of art 
for those buildings, and preserve historic build
ings and antiquities. Authors of these measures 
are Senator Clark (D.. Penn., Rep. Reuss (D.), 
Wis., and Rep. Thompson (D.), N.J. 

Main features of the bills, according to Sen. 
Clark in a recent statement in the Congres
sional Record, are: 

"First. Historic Buildings: The Administrator of 
General Services, who is authorized under 
present law to order the demolition of any 
buildings declared surplus to the needs of the 
Government unless the Secretary of the In
terior counteracts that order within 90 days, 
would be directed to have historic buildings, 
sites, objects and antiquities owned or con
trolled by the United States which are or may 

be threatened with destruction. 
"Second, Works of Art : Another purpose of the 
b i l l is to direct the General Services Adminis
tration to provide a continuing program of pres
ervation, repair, and restoration of works of 
art owned by the United States and to acquire 
suitable works of art for the decoration of 
Federal public buildings. 

"Third, Archilerture: The b i l l wou ld also direct 
the Administrator of the General Services Ad
ministration to require high standards of archi
tectural design and decoration for Federal pub
lic buildings and set up appropriate machin
ery to accomplish this end after consultation 
wi th the Commission on Fine Arts, the Director 
of the National Collection of Fine Arts and the 
Director of the National Gallery of Art . 

"Fourth, Comission of Fine Arts: The Commis
sion of Fine Aris was created in 1910 primarily 
to serve as guardian for the L'Enfant plan for 
the District of Columbia and it has conscien
tiously carried out that task. Rightly or wrong
ly , however, the Commission has gained the 
reputation of restricting the competitions and 
commissions over which it has advisory re-
spcnsibilities to a limited coterie of friends. It 
may be claimed that the style of work thus 
chosen harmonizes wi th the aesthetic ideal 
of the period when Mr. L'Enfant—1754-1825— 
drew his famous plans for Washington. 


