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The Role of the Commission of Fine Arts

by Davip E. Finrey, Chairman

On May 17, 1960, the Commission of Fine Arts
will have been in existence fifty years. Dur-
ing this time, it has had the benefit of the ser-
vices of 33 architects, 6 landscape architects,
10 sculptors, 12 painters and 3 laymen inter-
ested in the fine arts, all of whom have been
distinguished in their various professions and
have been qualified to advise the Federal and
District Governments on matlers of art, as spe-
cified in the enabling Act (36 Stat.. p. 371) and
subsequent Executive Orders. The members of
the Commission are appointed by the President
of the United States to serve for four-year
periods or until their successors are appointed
and qualified. They give their services with-
oul pay in order that the government may have
expert and disinterested advice in preserving
and developing the beauty of the nation’s
capital,

The Commission of Fine Arts owes its existence
largely to the efforts of the American Institute of
Architects and to the revival of interest in
Washington stimulated by the report of the
Senate Park Commission of the Disirict of
Columbia in 1801. As a result, legislation was
introduced establishing the Commission as an
independent advisory body in the Executive
Branch of the Federal Government. The legis-
lation creating the Commission was sponsored
in the Senate by Senator Elihu Root and in the
House of Representatives by Condressman
Samuel W. McCall. On the occasion of the
celebration of the iwenty-filth anniversary of
the establishment of the Commission, Senator
Root spoke of the importance and usefulness
of the Commission, adding, “and so, without
creation of any power of legal compulsion,
there was brought to the service of the Govern-
ment, the authority of competent opinion upon
questions of art arising in the course of ad-
ministration.”

The Commission has always adhered strictly
to its terms of reference: to serve in an advis-

ory capacity concerning the special matters
within its competence. The Commission has
always believed that the value of its advice
depended not only on professional qualifica-
tions and experience of its individual members,
but alse on their integrity in giving their honest
opinions on matiers brought before them for
advice.

The Commission has been influential in mak-
ing Washington the beautiful city that exists
today. It recognizes that it is faced now and
in the future with equally great responsibility
in guarding the future development of the city
within the framework of the L’Enfant Plan. A
multitude of problems press for solution, involv-
ing traffic, parking, expressways. slum clear-
ance, removing of temporary office buildings,
the location of new buildings, increasing
crowds of tourists and vulnerability to bomb-
ing in time of war. Solutions of these prob-
lems will necessarily involve changes in the
physical aspects of the city—changes that must
be carefully considered if we are to avoid de-
stroying the open spaces and things of beauty
and historic interest that today make Washing-
ton a place of pilgrimage. Now., more than
ever before, the Commission of Fine Arts must
help to find the best way to do the things that
must be done if the beauty of the city is to be
enhanced and not diminished.

Decisions must be made with respect to parks
and monumental areas, poinis of intersection,
vistas and open spaces essential to the preser-
vation of the L’Enfant Plan. The elements of
the Plan, which cannot be eliminated or en-
croached upon without vitiating the Plan as a
whole, must be determined and protected.

The L'Enfant Plan is the overall control that
gives ultimate unity to the development of the
city. In addition to decisions involving great
public buildings and monuments, many cases
come before the Commission for advice which

(continued on page 2)

Tax on New Construction
In Montgomery Proposed

A Financial Advisory Committee for the Mont-
gomery County Council has recently issued a
report recommending additional sources of
revenue for the county. Among the taxes pro-
posed is a capital improvement tax on all new
construction in Monigomery County.
Specifically the committee recommended that
homes and apartment developments be taxed
at the rate of $20 per $1000 value or cost.
Commerical property which does net require
the same capital faciliies could be classified
separately and a tax of $10 per $1000 applied.
The commiitee also recommended that reve-
nues from the sale of existing property be in-
creased and suggested that the present rec-
ordation tax of $1.10 per $500 be raised to
£5.00 per $500 of value.

Also recommended was a provision that the
builder or seller pay the new construction tax.
According to the commitiee report: “This would
prevent an unforeseen tax hitting the new own-
er unexpectedly. The tax would be added io
the selling price of the property, unless ab-
sorbed by the seller. and would allow financing
of the increased cost, if necessary.”

As an alternative, “in the event the combina-
tion package above is not acceptable” the
commiltee recommended that a straight 1%
recordation (sometimes called real estate trans-
fer tax) be applied. This tax. the commitiee
feels, should produce approximately $2,150,000
above the current recordation tax yield. The
new construction tax package and additional
tax on recording existing property sales is an-
ticipated to bring in about $3.000,000.

The increasing need for capital improvements,
particularly schools, is given as the reason for
the suggested tax. The report states:

“In the cases of local streets. sanitary sewers.
storm sewers and utility comnections, there
has been a pattern of requiring the owners of
new properly to make an initial coniribution o

(continued on page 2)
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING
12 Noon, February 3, 1960
Brook Farm Restaurant
7101 Brookville Rd., Chevy Chase., Md.
March Meeting — March 2, 1960

February Feature

At our next meeting on February 3. chapter
members will have briefing via an AIA film as
to how the Institute plans to change ils organi-
zational structure to better serve the individual
architect in his problems,

These proposed changes in the Institute or-
ganization will be presented to the 1960 con-
vention for vote by the delegations. All mem-
bers are urged to be present for the showing
so that the chapter can get a clear expression
Chapter dele-
gates to the convention will then have chap-
ter direction on the question.

of opinion from the members.

Soule Appointed National
AIA Committee Chairman
Our Immediate Past Charles B.
Soule, has been named chairman of the Mem-

bership Committee of the American Institute
of Architects.

President,

Details of the committee’s plans are not avail-
able as we go to press, but rest assured that
under Chuck's able direction the AIA commit-
tee will be an active and constructive one dur-
ing the coming year.

Jack Moore Displays
New Masonic Lodge

Chapter member Jack Moore reports completion
of the Chillum Castle Lodge No. 186, AF and
AM, Ray Park Estates, Chillum Road, Prince
Georges County—a brand new Masonic Lodge
in the Washington area.

The brick structure, which will accommodate

one hundred, also contains a basement recre-
ation room.

Convention Goers:
Please Advise

It is important that the President or the Secre-
tary know what members plan to ailend the
AlA Convention in San Francisco, which will
be held April 18 to 22, 1960,

The chapler is entilled to send five delegates
and it is hoped that we will have full represen-
tation. Here are some of the evenis in store
for those fortunate visitors to that delightful
California city.

Some two thousand architects from all paris
of the couniry are expected to hear ]. Robert
Oppenheimer, director of the Princeton Insti-
tute of Advanced Studies. and Cyril Noerthcote
Parkinson, historian and quthor of “Parkinson’s
Law”, among other well-known authorities in
science and the humanities.

Under the general theme “Expanding Horizons”
the architects will explore the trend of politi-
cal. economic. technological and philosophical
developments so as to help the architectural
profession to keep ahead of changes in the
human environment,

Oppenheimer's and Parkinson’s speeches and
those of philosopher Morton Gabriel White of
Harvard and sociologist Wendell Bell of the
University of California will be related to archi-
tecture by panels of outstanding architecis.

The panels discussions and business meetings
of the convention will be held at San Fran-
cisco’s new Masonic Temple. Convention head-
quarters will be at the Mark Hopkins Hotel.

The convention program also features the
ceremonial Investitutre of newly elected Fel-
lows of the AIA and a President’s Reception
both at San Francisco's famous City Hall.

Other convention events include a tour through
San Francisco and the Bay area’s outstanding
houses, and an “open house” party on San
Francisco’s historic Jackson Square. Conven-
invited to participate in the
host city’s annual Black and White Symphony
Ball.

In the course of its Annual Dinner the AIA
will again present a Gold Medal to an out-
standing architect as well as the Institute’s
other awards, The R. S. Reynolds Memorial
Award, the Homes for Better Living Awards

tion goers are

and other honors will be presented at morning
Winners of these awards have not
yet been selected.

sessions.

Another convention feature is the exhibition of
new building products at the Masonic Temple.
There are 91 ditferent product exhibits.

February Spec School Set

The Washington chapter of the Construction
Specifications Institute will hold its next meet-
ing on February 23 at 8:00 p.m. at the National
Housing Center,

Subject of the evening’'s discussion will be:
“Building Stone and Marble”, with Charles J.
Dorman as moderator.

PV Annual Year To

Remain the Same

President Ben Elliott recently appointed a spe-
cial committee lo consider the possibility of
changing the Potomac Valley annual year from
the present June-June procedure to one slarting
in January with installation of officers in the
new calendar year.

The committee met and after discussing the
pros and cons of such a move, came to the
conclusion that no particular advantage would
be gained by the change.

Members of the committee, who are Ronald S.
Senseman, Chairman and a past president:
Charles B. Soule. past president; Ted Engle-
hardt, past president; and James T. Thomen,
director, have been asked by Ben to stay on
in the role of Chapter Affairs Commiitee and
encourage a speakers bureau of the chapter
with particular reference to career night ac-
tivities.

TAXES

(continued from page 1)
the capital costs involved or support directly
these costs through long-term front-foot benelit
charges. There is. of course, a direct relation-
ship between the property and the beneits pro-
vided in these instances. All can readily be
converted into dollar figures.”
The committee sees a direct relationship be-
tween the number of new businesses and resi-
dential developments in the county and the
increasing demand for governmental services
and the resultant requirement for buildings to
accommodate these service operations.
Spelling out further, the report adds: “The
major expenditures have been and will con-
tinue to be for school construction; but new
subdivisions and shopping centers also require
new police stations, new fire stations and other
new county buildings. While it is true that
these cosis are not always readily traceable
to a particular residence, it is statistically pos-
sible to show the average relationship.”
The report, which also recommends redistribu-
tion of income lax on a stale level, reappor-
tionment of the sales tax. revision of personal
properly tax and a new utility tax, is expected
to come in for extended discussion by various
civic and professional groups,

FINLEY

(continued from page 1)
involve seemingly trivial matiers. such as the
height and design of a store front facing the
Mall, as required in the Shipstead-Lue Act.
Considered separately such matters have little
But all contribute to the realiza-
tion or the destruction of the L'Enfant Plan:
and it is this Plan as a whole that makes the
city of Washington, in its physical aspects. a
capital worthy of a great nation. The devel-
opment of the city in such a way as to pre-

importance.

serve and enhance its beauty, constitutes the
first charge on members of the Commission of
Fine Arts.
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CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY ON NEW HIGH RISE, The Suburban Tower Apartments, 8600
16th Street, Monigomery County. Maryland, is a 12-story luxury building containing 170 units
with many fine features such as a swimming pool. roof garden, beautiful landscaping, elegant
lobby. etc. The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission study has shown that
high rise luxury apartments of this sort are an assel to the county as they help to balance the
county tax base. The study has found that only one school child for each 50 units is produced
by this type of building, costing the county roughly $800 per child in school costs, whereas these
units yield approximately $275 per year per unit in tax revenue.

According to these figures this building will have only 3.4 school children costing $2720 but will
yield $47.000 in taxes—a plus of 544,280 for the county.
Since this type of project is self contained, the county has no maintenance costs for roads. up-
keep, trash removal, etc., thus making it an even more desirable asset to the county.

COHEN, HAFT & ASSOCIATES AIA, ARCHITECTS

Biennial Competition Alert

Co-chairmen Andrew MaclIntire and Gene Del-
mar have put out the word that it's not too
early to be thinking about our Biennial Com-
pelition for Awards in Architecture which will
be held early in June at a Dinner-Exhibition
function at which awards will be made. De-
tails on the time and place will be forthcom-
ing but the DEADLINE for submissions has
been set: 5.00 P.M., May 2nd.

Mount sizes will be the same as previously:
20 x 20, 30 x 40 or 40 x 40 and the classifica-
tion of groups will be essentially the same as
for the last compelition.

Black and white, non-glossy photographs are
preferred—although color will be optional.
The commillee hopes to come up with nation-
ally known jurors and keep the program on a
high plane “in recognition of significant archi-
tecture.”

New Shingle

Walter Bucher is seiling up private practice at
918 Sligo Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland.
Congratulations, Walt.

Attention: Committee Chairmen

Vice President Milt Prassas. commitiee coordi-
nator for the chapter, has issued a call to all
commitiee chairmen to get in touch with him
prior to our nex! meeling on February 3 and
advise him of the progress of committee plans
and established committiee programs.

Move Afoot To Put PV Members

On State Architectural Board

President Ben Elliott has been in touch with the
State of Maryland Department of Public Works
concerning future appoiniments of Potomac
Valley Chapter architects to the Maryland
Board of Architectural Review.

It seems that the Annolated Code of Maryland,
the governing law on the subject, specifies ap-
pointment from the Baltimore Chapter—the only
chapter in the state atl the time the law was
adopted.

Mr. Alfred, director of the Department of Pub-
lic Works, has assured the Potomac Valley
Chapter that he intends to take the necessary
action, during his tenure of appointment, to
have the code amended "in order that we can
provide state-wide representation of the archi-
tects on the board.”

New Corporate Member

David A. Holtz has become a Corporate Mem-
ber of the Potomac Valley Chapter. Dave,
who has been an Asscociate Member, is affili-
ated with the firm of Cohen, Haft & Associates.

An Invitation

All members of the chapter are cordially in-
vited to attend a luncheon on February 10,
1960 at the Brook Farm Restaurant as guesis
of the MacGregor Lead Co. through the cour-
tesy of Winslow Paints,

HERE and
ELSEWHERE

Travel a la LeBrun

The New York Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects under the will of Napoleon
Eugene LeBrun, awards every second year a
stipend of $3,000 for travel outside the United
States for the study of architecture.

Competition for the 1960 scholarship has been
recently announced by the New York Chapter.
The qualifications are: (1) U.S. citizenship and
residence; (2) Age 23 through 30 years: (3)
Architectural office experience of at least one
and one half years; (4) Beneficiary of no other
traveling scholarship: and (5) nomination by a
Corporate Member of the AIA.

The subject of this year's competition is: A
HELIPORT.

The program is available from January 15 to
March 7. 1960 and requesis for nomination
forms are now being received by: Chairman,
LeBrun Committee. New York Chapter. AlA,
115 E. 40th St., New York 16, N.Y.

Church Architects Guild Meeting

Minneapolis, Minnesota, will be the locale for
the annual Church Architects Guild Meeting
on May 3, 4, 5, 1960. It's not too early to make
reservations.

New Baltimore President

Members attending the last meeting had a
chance to visit with Van Fessen Schwab, new
president of the Baltimore Chapter. They ob-
tained a good deal of information on the fine
record which our senior Maryland chapler has
established through the years.

Best wishes for a fine year, Van.

Contemporary Swedish
Folk Art Exhibition

One of the most important exhibitions of Swed-
ish folk art to be seen in the United States will
open al the National Housing Center on Febru-
ary 8. This exhibition consists of approximately
four hundred carefully selected objects. Mate-
rial selected for the exhibition comes from
craftsmen in all parts of Sweden. The exhibi-
tion will be on view at the Housing Center
through February 25. Admission is free and
the Housing Center, at 1625 L Street, N.W., is
open daily from 10:00 AM. to 6:00 P.M. and
Sundays from 1:00 to 6:00 P.M.

The display of Contemporary Swedish Folk
Art at the Housing Cenler has been assembled
by Miss Gull Lilliecrona, Director of the Swed-
ish Handcraft Industries Association.




GENERAL §B ELECTRIC
& WEATHERTRON
R

ALL-ELECTRIC HEAT PUMP

THE CUSHWA BRICK AND
BUILDING SUPPLY CO.

2138 P Street, N.W.

JAMES H. CARR, INC.

Kalwall Fiberglass Panels for Churches
Glulam Arches
Prefabricated Trussed Rafters

Washington 7, D. C.

United Clay Products Co.

Headquarters for
Georgetown Colonial Brick
Carrier Air Con

Alwintite Windows and Doors

tloning

Bryant Heating Equipment

TU 2-1000 HU 3-6574 AD. 4.7979 931 Investment Building DI, 7-0787|
ARCHITECTURAL MILO PRODUCTS CORP. E. A. BAKER COMPANY, INC. REPRODUCTIONS
Milo Cabinets, Wall Closets and Fronts Builders
A pRREIE M s e e | o s M R, Takoa P 10 5850 i X
TECFAB, INC Waovynwood l.l(.)nrs

Precast Structural Insulating Panels and
Window Wall Systems

Plastiec Mosaic and Tile Facings
Beltsville, Md.

ATLANTIC PERLITE CO.

Lightweight Concrete Roof Decks

1919 Kenilworth Ave., N.E., Wash 27, D. C.
SP 3-0200

BUILDING EQUIPMENT
AND MATERIALS
THE HAMPSHIRE CORP.

Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring,
Partitions, Roof Deck, Access Doors,
Metal Curtaln Walls
4626 Annapolis Road, Bladensburg, Md.
UN 4-0300

WE 5-3116

WEST BROS. BRICK CO.

Tunnel Kiin Face Brick. Varlous Colors

6600 Sheriff Rd., N.E., Wash. 27 WA 5-8220
ANDERSON LUMBER CO.

Manufacturer of Sanford Roof Trusses
Easton, Md.
Washingten, D. C.

JACK T. IRWIN, INC.
“Dealers in Natural Stone’”, Flagstone, Build-
Ing Stone. Georgia Muarble, Slate Products
1508 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Md.

OL 4-6252

TA 2-3060
ME 8-2882

NATIONAL BRICK &
SUPPLY CO., INC.

High Pressure Block

High Pressure Concrete Brick
Dox Floor Plank

Terra Cotta, Washington 11, D. C. TU 2-170¢
WASHINGTON BRICK CO.
Modular Masonry Materials

6th and Decatur Sts.,, N.E., Wash. 11, D. C.
TU 2-3200

MOUNT VERNON CLAY
PRODUCTS CO.

800 Hamlin St., N.E., Washington 17, D. C.
DE 2-6267

FURNISHINGS

AND EQUIPMENT
HOPE'S WINDOWS, INC.

The Finest in Aluminum and Steel Windows
1820 N. Nash St., Arlington, Va. JA 5-8919

KLON O. ROW, INC.

Sanymetal and Weis Tollet Partitions

Flour City Orpamental Iron Co.

4380 MacArthur Blvd., N.W., Wash, 7, D. C.
FE 3-4410

1010 Vermont Ave., N.W., 'Washington, D. C.
ST 3-9047

SCHATZ KITCHEN
EQUIPMENT, INC.

Washington's Oldest Manufacturer of Kitchen
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools

5011 Minnesota Ave,, N.E., Wash, 27, D. C.
SP 3-5500

GENERAL
THE SHADE SHOP

Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding

Doors—Wood and Fabrie. Dargl “"Patio-Magic™”

Sliding Glass Doors

2214-16 M St., N.W., Washington 9. D. C.
FE 7-1200

T. M, WOODALL, INC.
Plastering and Acoustical Treatment

6480 Sligo MIIl Rd., Takoma Park 12, Md.
JU 8-3811

STANDARD SUPPLIES. INC.

Everything for the Building Trades
Wholesale Plumbing, Heating, Mill Supplies

110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville, Md. PO 2-4341
FRIES, BEALL & SHARP CoO.

Architectural Hardware Consultants
Representative of Sargent & Co. and Schlage

Shirley Hwy. and Edsall Rd., Springfield, Va.
L 4-3600

FLOYD E. KOONTZ

Pella Wood Folding Doors and Windows
Miami Medicine Cabinets and Mirrors
Sargent Incinerators

3250 K st.,, N.W., Washn., D. C. FE 3-2900

BUILDERS HARDWARE CORP.

Architectural Hardware Consultants
Builders’, Finishing Hardware

4908 St. Elmo Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-6800

D. A. HUBBARD CO.

Aetna Steel Products Corp.
Grant Pulley and Hardware
Panelfah Aluminum Doors, Frames

Insulated Panels
8000 Norfolk Ave, Bethesda, Md.

OL 2-8425 EM 5-2747

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND BUILDERS

E. A. PESSAGNO, INC.
Builders
108 Danbury St., S.W., Wash., D.C. JD [-2400

ALTIMONT BROS, INC.

4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md.
oL 2-1700

WARTHEN & WARD
General Contractors
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md.
LO 5-1186

HILL AND KIMMEL, INC.

General Contraclors
1103 Wayne Ave., Silver Spring, Md.

JuU 5-3911
C. M. HALE CO,, INC.
Specializing in Churches., Commercial
and Public Work
3708 Perry Ave., Kensington, Md. LO 4-8363

HEATING AND FUELS
GRIFFITH-CONSUMERS CO.

Distributors of All Types of Commercial and

Residential Fuels and Heating Equipment

1413 New York Ave., N.'W., Wash_ 5, D.C.
ME 8-4840

MASONRY
A. MYRON COWELL, INC.

Masgonry Contractor
8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring

JU 9-4580
JU 9-3340

ANTHONY IZZO CO.. INC.
Bricklaying Contractors

Suite 711, 1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington 6. D. C. ST 3-0587

PAINT
W. R. WINSLOW CO.

Distributors for Benjamin Moore, Samuel

Cabot and Nationl Gypsum

Winslow Products

922 New York Ave., N.W., Washingten |, D.C.
NA 8-8610

CUNNINGHAM PAINT COMPANY
Distributors: PVA Muraltone; Muralo Masonry
Finishes for All Interior and Exterior Walls
1236 20th St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C,

FE 7-7670

PLUMBING & HEATING

AMERICAN RADIATOR AND
STANDARD SANITARY CORP.

Specifications for Plumbing and Heating
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-6600

CRANE CoO.

Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning, Pipe. Valves,
Fittings

10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4600

COOPER-TRENT
Your Authorized K & E Distributor
Complete Reproduction SBervices

4703 Hampden La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-
LEET-MELBROOK, INC.

Blueprints, Architectural Photos,
Drafting Supplies

930 Slige Ave., Silver Spring, Md. JU 9-8

GEO. F MUTH CO., INC,

Englieer, Architect, Surveyor Supplles

1332 New York Ave., N.W., Wash, 5, D.
ST 3-

SPECIAL SERVICES
JOSEPH P. SULLIVAN

Estimating and Cost Analysis
Government and Private Projects
10005 Edward Ave., Bethesda 14 oL 2-

TILE MFGRS. ASSN. OF AMERI
Edwin B. Morris
1604 K St.. N.W., Wash., D. C. NA 8-

MICKELSON'S

Prints and Paintings
Fine Picture Framing

709 6 St., N.W., Wash,, D.C. NA 8
FOUNDATION TEST SERVICE, |

Foundation Investigations, Test Borings, Sd
Testing, Auger Probe Borings,, Rock Drillil
James J. Schnabel, Gen. Mgr.

1605 Kennedy PL, N.W., Wash. RA &

TILE
O. R. ARMSTRONG

1.8, Ceramic Tile Co., The Sparta Cerami
Co., R. 8. Curtain Wall Panels

5906 Enterprise Ave., McLean, Ya. JA 4
LUDOWICI-CELADON CO.

Manufacturers of Rool Tile, Quarry Tile
and Nallon Brick

740 15th St, N.W., Wash. 5, D.C. NA B

THE MOSAIC TILE CO.
OF VYIRGINIA

Tile Manufacturer

Warehouse and Showroom
607 . Ball St., Arlingten, Va. |
OT 4-5533 oT 4

STANDARD ART, MARBLE &
TILE CO.

Scagliola;, Marble, Mosale, Terrazzo, Tile,
Ceramic, Slate

117 D St., N.W., Wash. NA 8

Duncan Construction Co., Inc.

Experienced Contracting in Churches
Commercial and Residential
10315 Kensington Parkway
Kensington, Md.
LO. 4.7075

James A. Cassidy Co., Inc.

Building Products
8th and Lawrence Streets, N.E.

Woashington 17, D. C.
HU. 3-8300

Modernfold Doors

DEMORY BROTHERS

General Contractors and Builders
"Twice Winners of Potomac Valley
Chapter Awards"
Gaithersburg, Md.

Phone 301 WA, 6-1066




