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Architect Public Relations 
By MARVIN J. G E R S T I N , House and Gerstin Advertising Agency, Inc. 

Washington, D. C . 
In oar ^'Belter Environment Thru Design" series, tve hear a member of the advertis 
ing and public relations profession discuss the architect's public relations needs. 
The archilect, like a coelacanth, is a l iv ing 
fossil. The last remaining vestige of aesthetics 
at work in our business community. 

Certainly art has painted itself into an abstract 
corner. Poetry is a private language less ac­
cessible to many than the study of Russian. In 
the world of music, one of our accounts had the 
bright idea this Christmas of advertising the 
classics as business giits. Without his regular 
fol lowing of intellectuals, diplomats, and archi­
tects, this merchant's Christmas would have 
been calamitous. 

The architect, of all artists and philosophers, 
comes closest to the heart of our business 
wor ld . He is the barometer of its operation 
and expansion, and nothing can be done in 
commercial or industrial endeavor without 
bearing his imprint. 

At any rate, in this expanding economy the 
business world can't expand without an archi­
tect. The stature of the architect in the eyes of 
his client, his abi l i ty to control or direct the 
client, and the pile of brick the architect leaves 
behind become tremendously significant to the 
rest of us. 
We ordinary citizens may be impotent in our 
abi l i ty to zone or not zone, direct budgets and 
tell where roads wi l l go. We live in the houses 
given us, wa lk miles inside shopping centers. 
But for one fleeting moment, there, the archi­
tect has our lives in his hands. He can come 
out great and "delight the senses", as one of 
the fellows so frequently says. Or he can col­
lect his fee and run. 

Admittedly architect-client relations are an in­
tricate, difficult subject. This is no agitated de­
mand for architects to stand up and fight. Let 
public relations do some of the f ight ing for you. 
Public relations in a sense is an attempt to in­
still or earn respect. Respect for your profes­
sion in general must lead to respect for the 
individual , and perhaps some alleviat ion of 

then tensions that invariably exist between 
architect and builder, businessman and 
dreamer. 

No patient would conceivably stop the opera-
lion and direct his doctor to cut a little this-a-
w a y instead of thot-a-way. Doctors have stol­
en a march on us i n the f ie ld of public rela­
tions. Yet the training and enormity of an 
architect's job, say, on a 9-story apartment 
building is certainly comparable to a critical 
operation. 

The architectural fraternity can do a lot more 
than it does to establish its dignity and impor­
tance in our community. Architects are too re­
luctant in presenting opinions to the public. 
They are not politically active enough as a dis­
tinct, organized group. 

They are not socially active in community af­
fairs. They are not opinionated enough as a 
body (but ask any architect a question at a 
party and you ' l l f ind he is brimming over w i t h 
articulate answers)—somewhere, bel i ind some 
closed door he has mulled over many a signi­
ficant problem. 

Architects don't protest enough or lead enough. 
At the last Park and Planning Commission 
hearings not one architect offered testimony. 
Neither Potomac Valley nor the downtown 
chapter was represented. I haven't seen a 
letter to the editor from an architect since the 
Capitol Dome incident. German rocket scien­
tists have better public relations and speak 
wi th more authority on American affairs than 
orchitecls. 

This is quite dismaying to the rest of us folks, 
because we would like to live in that better 
designed environment you talk about. Please 
try some organized, self-opinionated, stature-
increasing public relations. Then, when the 
client says, "Go ahead, you're the doctor," you 
can solve a lot of our problems. 

Biennial Competition 
It is wi th pleasure that your Committee informs 
Chapter members that the Biennial Competition 
for Awards in Architecture is w e l l under w a y . 
The deadline for submissions is 5 P.M., May 
2nd. Judgment w i l l fol low shortly wi th the 
Dinner Awards Exhibition to be held in the 
week of June 6th. This Dinner w i l l also be an 
installation of officers and may be looked for­
ward to as an important Chapter social af fa i r . 
Arrangements are being made by Mr. Dennis 
Madden for a pleasant evening. 
The Committee wishes to call attention to the 
fact that the general approach and character 
of this competition was discussed and re­
viewed, brought before the Executive Com­
mittee and ultimately aired at a Chapter meet­
ing. The reason for carefully scrutinizing the 
rules of this competition is that there has been 
criticism from some of the Chapter members 
taken as h igh as the regional level. There is 
a feeling that the competitions have been con­
ducted on too high an architectural plane w i t h 
jurors who judge more on a national rather 
than local level. In some members' opinion, 
this results in a lack of recognition of reason­
ably good, general architecture and cth;r ihcr. 
Chapter members receiving most of the awards. 
Primary concern of the Committee was whether 
this is an inequity and whether changes in the 
compeittion approach and/or jury , should be 
made. 

The device to obtain more recognition for good, 
local, general architecture and more awards 
for Chapter members, wou ld be in the instruc­
tion to the jury. Should jurors be instructed to 
provide a minimum number of awards in the 
various categories, special awards, or be in ­
structed to judge not on a national basis, but 
more in recognition of good journeyman archi­
tecture? The Committee felt that when a jury 
Is so charged, such instruction expresses lack 
of confidence or, to some extent, " r i g g i n g " of 
the very type we are decrying today in the 
television industry. Our prior competitions have 

(continued on page 2) 
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Montgomery Council 
Amends Electrical Code 
Upon motion of Councilman Frosh which was 
duly seconded. Ordinance 4-34 wi th Council-
men Werner, Cahoon, Frosh Wil l iams, Hickey, 
and Walker voting in the affirmative. Council­
man Kyle not voting, amending Chap. 82, 
Montgomery County Code 1955 titled: "Electri­
cal Code." On or after March 1, I960 all plug 
type fuses used in new electrical installations 
in new or existing construction shall be of the 
S type design, or in lieu thereof, approved cir­
cuit breakers. 

Competition 
(continued from page 1) 

received national recognition and even praise, 
because they were conducted on a high plane 
ana ine jurors were permitted to select signi­
ficant architecture, as they saw it in the work 
submitted. 

When we read reports of juries, we f ind them 
guite cognizant of the very problem that has 
caused some of our members to be unhappy 
with results in the past. A recent article in the 
A . I . A . Journal, by Dean Burchard, compared, in 
an interesting manner, the profession of archi­
tecture with that of l aw and medicine. In the 
f ield of medicine, for example, he says, bri l l iant 
research, surgery, ski l l fu l medical administra­
tion, is what the medical journals and the 
newspapers report and what is generally 
talked about. But, at the same time, a l l kinds 
of doctors of less fame, are needed to treat 
broken toes successfully or to disinfect minor 
wounds. W e a l l know that the general medi­
cal practitioner is an unsung hero, and we very 
rarely read or hear about him. Many of us 

Co-Chairmcii . liidrcw II. Maclntire and Gnic Dclmar talk over a-a-urd certificates design 
for Hicnmal Coinl^etitiou. 

play a like role in the field of architecture. If 
we ore to compete wi th the leaders, we must 
realize our ov/n personal work may be at 
stake. But we do so with the fuH rea'isation 
that it is the uplift ing of the whole profession 
of architecture that is involved, as our own per­
sonal work. We may lose as individuals but 
the real winner is architecture and the pro­
fession. 

In reading reports of jurors, other than our own. 
the awareness of United States architecture 
and local architecture is a matter of concern 
and consideration and we f ind juries stating an 
awareness that many architects felt they didn't 
have much chance in presenting just good ar­
chitectural work, that competitions want some­
thing out of the ordinary. Maybe this is so. for 
perhaps "something out of the ordinary" would 
be similar to a brilliant piece of surgery or to 
an exceedingly wel l pled case before a court. 

We f ind juries speaking of "shock" architec­
ture, excitement, interesting expression, but also 
staling that novelty alone w i l l not be lasting, 
and buildings are to be used, houses are to be 
l ived in and a l l must endure, live on. and 
please. Your Committee is sure that any good 
jury feels and knows this, and that a real ly 
good piece of straightforward work would be 
so recognizable that it would be acknowledged. 

The Committee, therefore, felt that our juries 
should not be instructed, should not be ham­
strung and should have the Chapter's confi­
dence in their being able to decide for them­
selves what is significant among the work of 
the architects in this area, whether they hap­
pen to be our Chapter members or not. Per­
haps some of us w i l l not have a beautiful cer­

tificate to enjoy handing to one of our clients, 
but our competition w i l l remain on a high 
plane, as it a lways has been. We feel very 
proud of the number of awards that the juries 
have seen fit to confer on the entires submitted 
i n the past. Our jurors have told us so and we 
feel we should be proud. 

Jurors, in other reports, speak of ineguities, the 
dif f icul ty of evaluating a piece of architecture 
truly, by means of photographs. Extremely 
spectacular mounts and very handsome color 
presentations have been a part of our past com­
petitions. The time, effort and expense of color 
photography and unigue display technigues 
wcrk as an advantoge to larger firms capable 
of spending money for these presentations. As 
architecture is the prime concern and it is still 
pcEsible for a small practitioner to produce a 
significant piece of work, discouragement of 
elaborate presentation of color and display 
technigue has been recommended. Due to the 
fact that many firms already have shot color 
work, color has not been barred in this com­
petition. 

The off ic ia l program w i l l be available soon 
and it is hoped that Chapter members and 
architects of the area w i l l submit their work 
to make this another successful competition, 
and to f ind again if any of us or our neighbors 
has been able to produce a few precious drops 
of "essence", the goal of architects through the 
years. 

GENE DELMAR 

ANDREW H. MacINTIRE 

Co-Chairmen, Committee on 
Exhibitions and Competition 



Historical Building 
Committee Active 
In a recent report to Vice President Milt Prassas 
on the progress of committee work. Paul Kea 
and Clif While, co-chairmen of the Committee 
for Preservation of Historical Buildings, report 
a continued "vigilance to prevent the destruc­
tion of any buildings that have historical signi­
ficance." 

Some of their activities have been: 

— A i d to the Prince Georges County Historical 
Society in an effort to acquire title to Mont-
pelia, a fine old historical home erected by 
the Snowden fami ly near Laurel, Mary land ; 

—Plans approaching completion for the Dr. 
Ross home which was located in Bladens-
burg. Measurements were made of the house 
prior to demolition in 1958, the plans devel­
oped and turned over to the National Parks 
Service for processing and f i l ing at the Li­
brary of Congress; 

—Assistance in the restoration of the Market 
Master's House in Bladensburg to the extent 
of having providing measured drawings and 
standby assistance during the restoration. 
Interest in the historical significance of this 
building has been expressed by the National 
A. I .A . Historical Building Committee. 

— A i d in actively assisting interested parties in 
Romney, W.Va.. that an historical property 
which was to be sold at auction should be 
restored. The Romney Women's Club w i l l 
now restore the Mything properly, one block 
south on Highway 50 in the center of town. 

E. B. Morris Reports 
On Chapter Archives 
Six loose-leaf, three-ring binders " i n red fab­
r ic" are the repository of information on archi­
tects in the Potomac Val ley region dating back 
to 1939, according to E. B. Morris ' report on his 
Historical and Chapter History Committee. 
The Chapter is indeed fortunate to have the 
benefit of E. B.'s valuable experience in assimi­
lating important information which someday 
may become the chief source of a chapter 
history. 

Commenting on his previous experience of once 
having compiled a history of the Washington-
Metropolitan Chapter and f inding data not uni­
formly fi led, E. B. has assured the Chapter that 
background information on activities of archi­
tects in the Potomac Val ley region are in "uni­
form and easily recognizable binders" in his 
f i le case at home. 

March Guest 
Guest at our March meeting w i l l be the recent­

ly installed president of the Washington Metro­

politan Chapter, Mr. James E. Porter. 

Public Relations 
In Action 
Chapter member Jack Cohen took the time to 
go out to the Green Acre School recently and 
talk to the f i f th grade students who wished to 
take on a house as a school project. 
The results, as indicated by some of the letters 
which Jack received, clearly indicate the pub­
lic relations value of such appearances and 
the keen appreciation on the part of the chil­
dren of being able to hear from a "busy" pro­
fessional architect. 

A l l of the letters Jack received "thanked" him 
for taking the t'me and were fu l l of original 
reactions to his presentation. 

David thought "the idea about the picture win­
dow overlooking the gul ly is very good" and 
announced that the class was going to buy 
some lightweight cinder blocks "to experiment 
wi th . " 

One young lady said that "because of your 
visit, we have had a lot of ideas which we 
otherwise wouldn't have had" and lamented 
the fact that some pupils were "unfortunately 
absent" and regretted that they had missed 
the talk. 

On the subject of contemporary building at the 
University of Maryland, she disagreed and lik­
ened the suggestion to saying Wil l iamsburg 
should have contemporary houses because we 
are no longer in the Colonial Era. The subject 
was dismissed wi th : "Perhaps you are right, 
but I don't think so." 

Another young lady who was most profuse in 
her appreciation of Jack's visit, pointed out: 
"It is for certain that we w i l l not build a 
rambler or a split level house as we otherwise 
might have. Feeling as I do about common 
houses, I thank you again for coming here and 
giving us new ideas." 

Roger was wel l aware that an architect usu­
al ly charged people for his time and was 
grateful to Jack "for not charging us anything, 
but our co-operation, that we wanted to give 
truly." 
Such genuine responses from the youngsters 
clearly indicate the value of an architect's con­
tact with school children to make the youth of 
the country aware of the architect's functions. 

J.C. Award to Gene Delmar 
Chapter member Gene Delmar has been named 
the outstanding member of the month of Feb­
ruary by the Silver Spring Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Carrying on a Potomac Val ley Chapter tradi­
tion of community-minded membership. Gene's 
activities as master of ceremonies for a J.C. 
radio program of music and reports on civic 
improvement were recognized in the monthly 
award . 

The Ufteen-minute program is aired each Satur­
day noon over Station WDON. 

HERE and 
E L S E W H E R E 

AIA Convention 
Interest High 
National A I A headquarters reports a brisk de­
mand for hotel reservations for the annual A I A 
Convention to be held in San Francisco on 
A p r i l 18-22. The A I A Housing Bureau Is lo­
cated at Room 300, 61 Grove St., San Fran­
cisco 2, Calif. 

Scheduled to receive Awards of Merit at the 
Convention are two structures in the Washing­
ton-Baltimore area. They are: The Capitol H i l l 
Apartments, Washington, D. C . by Satterlee 
and Smith, and the Church of the Redeemer in 
Baltimore, Pietro Belluschi, Cambridge, Mass., 
and Associated Architects, Rogers, Taliaferro & 
Lamb, Baltimore, M d . 

Church Architecture 
Conference Set 
"The Modern Church: its Purpose and its Ar­
chitectural Challenge" has been chosen the 
theme of the 1960 Joint Conference on Church 
Architecture to be held in Minneapolis , Minn. , 
cn May 3, 4, 5, 1960. 

Headquartered at the Leamington Hotel, this 
conference has been planned to stimulate basic 
reasoning and thinking by architects, minis­
ters, and lay people concerning the relation­
ship of architecture and p lanning to the needs 
of the modern church. 

Highlighting the program w i l l be a Nat ional 
Architectural Exhibit at which awards w i l l be 
given to recent outstanding churches; Ecclesi­
astical Crafts Exhibits wi th awards made to 
fine examples of modern church art; and a 
Commercial Exhibit of furnishings and equip­
ment. 

Deadline for the submission of entries is A p r i l 
15, 1960. 

Construction Industry 
Outlook Meeting 
The Construction and Civic Development De­
partment of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce w i l l 
sponsor a conference on March 10-11 on w h a t 
the new decade holds for the construction In­
dustry. Among the subjects to be discussed by 
industry leaders are planning, communi ty de­
velopment, markets and f inanc ing , bu i ld ing 
codes, technological research, education, train­
ing and manpower. 

Conference registration fee ( including two 
luncheons and a dinner) is S25.00. For a copy 
of the program and further informat ion wr i t e 
Construction and Civic Development Depart­
ment, Chamber of Commerce of the U.S., 1615 
H Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 



G E N E R A L E L E C T R I C 

WEATHERTRON 
A I L - E L E C T R I C H E A T P U M P 

T H E C U S H W A B R I C K A N D 
B U I L D I N G S U P P L Y C O . 

T U 2-1000 HU 3-6574 

JAMES H. CARR, INC. 
Kalwall Fiberglass Panels for Churches 

Glu lam Arches 

Prefabricated Trussed Rafters 

2138 P Street, N . W . Washington 7, D. C . 

A D . 4-7979 

United Clay Products Co. 
H e a d q u a r t e r s f o r 

G e o r g e t o w n C o l o n i a l Brick 

C a r r i e r A i r C o n d i t i o n i n g 

A l w i n t i t e W i n d o w s a n d Doors 

Bryant H e a t i n g Equ ipmen t 

931 Investment Building D l . 7-078: 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 

C O N C R E T E 

T E C F A B . I N C 
Prerast Structural Imulat lnB Panels and 
Window W a l l Systcma 
P l a i t i c Mosaic and T i l e F a c i n f • 
Belt fvl l le . Md. W E 5-3118 

A T L A N T I C P E R L I T E C O . 
l ightweight Concrete Roof Declci 
I9ia Kenllworth Ave.. N . E . , Wash. 27, D . C . 

8 P 3-0200 

B U I L D I N G E Q U I P M E N T 

A N D M A T E R I A L S 

T H E H A M P S H I R E C O R P . 
Acoustical T i l e . Plastering. Flooring. 
I'artit ions, Roof Deck. Access Doors, 
Meta l Curta in W t l l s 
4626 Annapolis Road. Bladensburg. Md. 

U N 4-0300 

W E S T B R O S . B R I C K C O . 
Tunnel K i l n Ka ie l l r l i h . Various Colors 

6600 Sherif f R d . . N . E . , Wash. 27 W A 5-8220 

A N D E R S O N L U M B E R C O . 
Manufacturer of Sanfnrd Roof Trusses 
Easton. Md. TA 2-3060 
Washington. D . C . H E 8-2882 

J A C K T. I R W I N , I N C . 
"IH-alers In .Natural .><l(>nr". Flagstone. Hul ld-
ing Stonp. Ut'iirgia Marhle. Slate Products 
1508 Rockville Pike. Roekvllle. Md. 

O L 4-6252 

N A T I O N A L B R I C K & 

S U P P L Y C O . . I N C . 
l l i g h Pressure Block 
H i g h I'ressure Concrete Brick 
D o i F l w r Plank 
T e r r a Cotfa. Washington I I . D. 0 . T U 2 - l 7 0 « 

W A S H I N G T O N B R I C K C O . 
Modular Masonry Materials 

6th and Decatur Sts.. N . E . . Wash. I I , D. C . 
T U 2-3200 

M O U N T V E R N O N C L A Y 
" R v ^ u o C l b C O . 

800 Haml in S t . . N . E . . Washington 17. D . C . 
O E 2-62«7 

F U R N I S H I N G S 

A N D E Q U I P M E N T 

H O P E ' S W I N D O W S , I N C . 
T h e F i n e s t in Aluminum and Steel Windows 
1820 N . Nash St . . Arlington. V a . JA 5-8919 

K L O N O . R O W . I N C . 
Sanymela l and Weis Toilet Partitions 
F l o u r C i t y Ornamental Iron Co. 
4380 MaeArlhur Blvd . . N .W. . Wash. 7. D . C . 

F E 3-4410 

M I L O P R O D U C T S C O R P . 
Mllo Cabinets. Wal l Closets and Fronts 
Mllo B l - F o l d Doors. Metaloc Wan'-Proof 
Sl iding Doors. Accordlon-Fold and 
Wovynwood Doors 
1010 Vermont Ave.. N . W . , Washlngtun. D. C . 

S T 3-9047 

S C H A T Z K I T C H E N 

E Q U I P M E N T , I N C . 
Washington's Oldest Manufacturer of Kitchen 
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools 
5011 Minnesota Ave., N . E . , Wash. 27, D. 0 . 

S P 3-5500 

G E N E R A L 

T H E S H A D E S H O P 

Venetian Blinds, Window Shades. FoKliiie 
fhwrs—Wood and F a b r i c . Uaryl •• Patlo-Magic ' 
Sl iding Class Itaors 
2214-16 M St. . N .W, . Washington 9. D. C . 

F E 7-1200 

T. M . W O O D A L L . I N C . 

Plastering and Acoustical Treatment 

6480 Sllgo Mil l Rd , . Takoma Park 12, Md. 
J U 9-3811 

S T A N D A R D S U P P L I E S . I N C . 
Everything for the Bui ld ing Trades 
Wholesale Plumbing, Heating. M i l l Supplies 
110 E . Middle Lane, Reekvllle, Md. PO 2-4341 

F R I E S . B E A L L & S H A R P C O . 
Architectural Hardware Consultants 
Representative of Sargent & Co. and Schlage 
Shirley Hwy. and Edsal i R d . . Springfield. V a . 

F L 4-360O 

F L O Y D E . K O O N T Z 
Pel la Wood Folding Doors and Windows 
MInmi Medicine Cabinets and Mirrors 
Sargent Incinerators 
3250 K St . . N . W . , Washn. . D . C . F E 3-2900 

B U I L D E R S H A R D W A R E C O R P . 
Architectural Hardware Consultants 
Builders' . F in i sh ing Hardware 
4908 St. Elmo Ave.. Bethesda. Md. OL 6-6800 

D. A . H U B B A R D C O . 
AetM Steel Produds Corp. 
Urant Pulley and Hardware 
Panelfab Alumloutu Doors. Framc<. 

Insulated Panels 
8000 Norfolk Ave,. Bethesda. Md. 

O L 2-8425 E M 5-2747 

G E N E R A L C O N T R A C T O R S 

A N D B U I L D E R S 

E . A . P E S S A G N O . I N C . 
Builders 
109 Danbury St . , S . W . , Wash. . D . C . JO 1-2400 

A L T I M O N T B R O S . I N C . 

4929 Bethesda Avenue. Bethesda 14. Md. 
O L 2-1700 

E. A . B A K E R C O M P A N Y , I N C . 
Builders 
6480 Sl lg* Mill Rd. , Takoma Park J U 5-8564 

W A R T H E N & W A R D 
General Contractors 
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md. 

L O S - I I 8 6 

H I L L A N D K I M M E L . I N C . 
(leneral Contractors 
1103 Wayne Ave.. Sliver Spring. Md. 

J U 5-3911 

C . M . H A L E C O . . I N C . 
Specializing in riiurches. Coiuinercl;il 
and Puhli<- Work 
3708 Perry Ave . Kensington. Md. LO 4-8363 

H E A T I N G A N D F U E L S 

G R I F F I T H - C O N S U M E R S C O . 
Distributors of . \ l l Types of Commercial and 
Residential Fuels and Heating Equipment 
1413 New York Ave.. N . W . . Wash. 5. D . C . 

M E 8-4840 

M A S O N R Y 

A . M Y R O N C O W E L L , I N C . 
Masonry ConUactor J U 9-4580 
8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring J U 9-3340 

A N T H O N Y I Z Z O C O . , I N C . 
Bricklaying Contractors 
Suite 711. 1000 Connecticut Ave.. N . W . 
Washington 6. D . C . ST 3-0587 

P A I N T 

W . R. W I N S L O W C O . 

Distributors for Benjamin Moore. Samuel 
Cabot and XationI Gypsum 
Winslow Products 
922 New York Ave.. N .W. . Washington I . D . C . 

NA 8-8610 

C U N N I N G H A M P A I N T C O M P A N Y 
Distributors: l'\'A .Muraltone; Muralo .Masonry 
Finishes for . \ l l Interior and Exterior Wails 
1236 20th St. , N .W. . Washington 6. D. C . 

F E 7-7670 

P L U M B I N G & H E A T I N G 

A M E R I C A N R A D I A T O R A N D 

S T A N D A R D S A N I T A R Y C O R P . 
Specifications for Plumbing and Heating 
8641 Colesville R d . , Si lver Spring J U 7-6600 

C R A N E C O . 

Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing. 
Healing, A i r Conditioning. Pipe Valves. 
Fit t ings 

10700 Hanna St., Beitsville, Md. W E 5-4600 

R E P R O D U C T I O N S 

A N D S U P P L I E S 

C O O P E R - T R E N T 
Your Authorlxcd K & E Distributor 

Complete Reproduction Serrlces 

4703 Haapdcn L a . . Bethesda. Md. O L 6-

L E E T - M E L B R O O K , I N C . 
Blueprints. Architectural Photos. 

Drafting Supplies 

950 Sligg Ave.. Silver Spring. Md. JU 9-| 

G E O . F M U T H C O . . I N C . 
KiiglnciT. -Arclillecl. Surveyor Supplies 
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