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Landscaping and the Modern Shopping Center

The phenomenal growth of the shopping cen-
ters in the last decade due to the increase in
population and decentralization has challenged
the planner, the architect and the landscape
architect. The size and scope of some of these
centers are of such magnitude that not since
the days of the Renaissance has there been
such an opportunity for planning on such a
scale. A careful study of the relationship of
shops and other structures with proper circu-
lation between these units and parking areas
is necessary to produce an atmosphere con-
ducive to shopping, Centuries ago the great
market places served not only commerce but
also were the center and the meeting place
for social and cultural exchange.

Those shopping centers of today which have
been most successful have served ihe public,
not only by the shopping facilities, but by pro-
viding theatres, exhibit places and restaurants.
The use of public areas between these units
has given the planner an opportunity to de-
velop malls, garden courts, arcades and park-
ing areas brokem up by trees and planting
spaces. These areas give the public an op-
portunity for relaxation between shopping ex-
peditions. Merchanis are sometimes- slow to
realize that sales increase if the shopper is
relaxed and not fatiqued by glaring concrete
with no relief of planting or shade and tree-
less plains of asphalt parking that seem to
stretch endlessly to the horizon. Flagstone,
brick paving, hexagonal asphalt block or peb-
bled concrete aggregate used in malls, garden
courts and arcades offer foot relief and visual
appeal to the shopper. Interesting pave-
ment pattern that is not distracting can be of
great value to relieve the shopping center of
boredom,

On the West Coast, merchants have realized
the value of suitable landscaping as an aid to
furthering sales, and have often chosen a
theme of planting for each suburban shopping
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center. With the succeeding seasons, a change
of floral and foliage colors are used to comple-
ment the background of permanent everzreen
material and frees for shade and accent. Also,
fountains and pocls have been used to inter-
est and excite the shopper.

In the development of shepping centers it is
important as a policy of the landscape design
to hold maintenance costs at a minimum by
the use of slow growing plant material. In
the past merchants decried the presence of
trees in front o ftheir shops. Witness the de-
nuded cities and towns. “Main Street”, usu-
ally completely devoid of inlterest or charac-
ter. Trees of light texture that are not too dense
to completely obstruct the lacades will en-
hance these shops and invite the shopper lo
linger. Raised planting beds with evergreen
planting and trees for accent and shade may
be used as benches and minimize mainten-
ance. Large concrete tubs can be used as a
pleasing interruption 1o arcades or sidewalks

where it is not feasible to use planting beds
or raised boxes. These filled with evergreens
and seasonal floral displays offer a digplay
that is economical and easily preserved from
the hazards of pedestrian iraffic.

Planting in all cases should enhance the shop-
ping center, and not obscure shops and related
buildings. There is a challenging opportunity
for these shopping centers to become the cen-
ter of suburban life —the “Village Green' of
this age where activities are not confined to
shopping alone. Qutdoor theatres, play areas
for children, flower and art shows on the
malls, meetings and garden symposiums in de-
partment siore aquditoriums will serve to at-
fract the local residents and the shopper. The
shopping centers built in the coming years
with such faciliies and proper landscaping
will be an asset to the regional metropolitan
area, and not merely a gross commercial ven-
ture and parking lot that depreciates sur-
rounding property value.
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April Meeting Has
Important Agenda

President Ben Elliott urges all chapter members
to make every -effort
meeling.

to attend our April

It is especially important that all chapter mem-
bers who plan to attend the convention in
San Francisco be present to receive their in-

structions as delegates.

As chapter members know, important changes
in the A.LA. structure will be proposed and act-
ed on in San Francisco. There will be a re-
view of these recommendations for the bene-
fit of the delegates.

In addition to the committee structure question
there will also be recommendations regarding
the membership status and official classifica-
tions within A.LA. of membership of profes-
sions such as land planners. landscape archi-
tects, sculptors, painters, efc.

Ben also calls our attention to important local
chapter matters which must be taken up at
this time.

Chapter Members Form -
New Partnership

Rockville architects John F. Stann and James
F. Hilleary have announced the formatlion of
their partnership fo be known as Stann &
Hilleary A.LA. with offices at 200 Monroe St.,
Rockville, Md.

The partnership brings together Jack Stann. a
veteran member of the Potomac Valley Chap-
ter. and Jim Hilleary, who recently became a
corporate member of the chapter.

Fine Arts Commission
Urged for Bethesda

The need for a Fine Arts Commission in the
Montgomery County area has become a recur-
ring question in recent years.

The latest action on this issue is that of Direc-
tors of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of
Commerce who recenily adopted a resolution
recommending the creation of such a commis-
sion to regulate the architecture of buildings
constructed in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase busi-
ness district.

The board has called on the Montgomery
County Council to establish a Fine Arts Com-
mission for the area with a view to preventing
the erection of “unsightly” structures. The com-
mission, as proposed by the direclors, would be
concerned with the “exterior decorative fea-
tures” of the buildings to be construcied in
the area.

Buildings not in keeping with the “high resi-
dential quality of the area, according to the
resolution, have an adverse effect on both the
residential and business districts and “tend to
lower the value of land properties.”

The Fine Arts Commission was discussed at a
luncheon sponsored by the chamber's commu-
nity prior to the
board's aclion and was endorsed by a ma-
jority of the thirty area organizations which
participated.

improvement commitiee

As a result of the board’s endorsement another
meeting will be held with community groups
to discuss further steps toward creation of the
commission, and also to organize a “clean-up
cempaign in the business district.

Washington's New Skyline

Washington area residenis have an opportu-
nity to see how the skyline of the Nation's
Capilal will be changed in the next few years,
at an exhibit entitled “Washington's Tomor-

row"”, at the National Housing Center.

Thirteen architecls’ scale models and thirty
renderings have been assembled by the Na-
t'onal Capital Planning Commission to bring
together in one place a miniature display of
the maijor public and private building soon to
become Washington landmarks.

Included in the exhibit are three-dimensional
models of the new Arena Stage, which will
frcnt on the Potomac River; the Stadium to be
built near the District of Columbia Armory: the
National Cultural Center; the National Arbore-
tum: major buildings designed for Southwest
Washingion: and the Holy Cross Hospital to
be constructed in nearby Silver Spring, Md.

The exhibit will remain in the National Hous-
ing Center until April 15. Admission to the
Housing Center is free. The building is open
to the public daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
on Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m.

Ron Senseman To Lead
Hawaiian Trek

Chapter member Ron Senseman, now an old
hand at the job of trek leader, since his last
year ‘round the world trip, will lead a pre-
convention A.LA. trek to Hawadii.

Leaving San Francisco on April 7. Ron and
twenty other A.LA. architects will jel to Hono-
lulu and then leave on an inspection frip lo
islands, On their return to the
they will be joined by
seven other siate-side architects who will have

the outer
Hawaiian capital,

made the rip from the mainland by ship.

Among the many events scheduled will be a
party given by the mainlanders for their
brother A.LA. architects of Hawaii. The group
will return to San Francisco on April 18 in
time for the convention where Ron has busi-
ness with the Chapler Affairs Committtee.

‘Washington Star’ Editor
Cited by ALA.

Robert ]. Lewis, real estate editor of the Wash-
ington Evening Star, has been awarded a Cer-
tificate of Merit in the A.LA. Seventh Annual
Journalism Awards Competition for the ex-
cellence of a series of articles which have
played a creative role in urban renewal ac-
tivity in Washinglon.

Winners of the twin 35500 first prizes were
George McCue, of the St, Louis Post Dispaich
and Grady Clay, writing in the HORIZON
magazine,

Mr. McCue won first prize in the newspaper
class for the second year in a row for a
critical article on architecture covering an ex-
periment in St. Louis to close a downlown
street to traffic for the purpose of establish-
ing a pedestrian mall.

Mr. Clay's article entilled: ““Metropolis Re-
gained” was ciled as a “well-written article
on the future of the American city, which man-
aged to tell a story to a non-architectural au-
dience without talking down to them.”

Haft Tours Italy

Lennie Halft, our chapter Public Relations and
Publications Co-Chairman, joins
trotters during the first two weeks of April
when he flies to Italy for a fortnight of archi-
tectural sightseeing.

the globe

Brother Haft's plans, which he describes an
“leisurely”, call for a motor trip to include
Milan, Venice. Genoa and most any point of
interest along the way with a final inspection
of the sights of Rome.

In addition to the usual historic attractions of
colorful llalia, Lennie tells us that the trip
will include an inspection of contemporary
He is particularly inter-
ested in observing the works of the Italian
who has done some thin
shell concrete construction.

Italian architecture.

architect, Nervi.




Deadline for Biennial
Competition Nears

Put a BIG red circle around the date May 2
on your calendar.

All entries for the Potomac Valley Biennial
Competition must be in by 5:00 p.m. on that
date.

Co-chairmen Gene Delmar and Andy Mac-
Intire report that the program for the competi-
tion, including all rules and regulations. will
be going out this week.

A jury has been selected and judging will
take place on May 10. Awards will be made
at a Special Awards Dinner during the week
of June B—exact date, time and place to be
announced.

Present plans call for mouni sizes the same as
for the last competition—20 x 30, 30 x 40 and
40 x 40. Color photographs will be optional
with black and white preferred.

' Three Area
Structures Named

Three buildings in the Metropolitan Washing-
ton, D. C. area have been nominated for the
coveted 1960 Reynolds Award—largest single
award in architecture.

The American Institule of Archilects has an-
nounced that the three structures were nomi-
nated together with 96 others located else-
where in the United Stales and overseas.

In addition, architect August Van Laarhoven
of McLean, Va,, was nominated for designing
the "Clinque Heine Elisabeth” located in the
Belgian Congo, Africa.

Buildings nominated:

Headquariers Building, American Chemical So-
ciely, Washington, D. C.; Architect: Faulkner,
Kingsbury & Smith, Washington, D, C.

Vitro Laboratories. Silver Spring. Md.: Archi-
tect: Leon S. Barton, Jr., A.LA., New York,
N.Y.

Silver Spring Bowling Center, Silver Spring.
Md.; Architect: Zekan and Pitt, Arlington, Va.
The $25.000 R. S. Reynolds Memorial Award
is conferred on the designer of the most oul-
standing structure in the world whose crea-
tive use of aluminum possesses a polential
influence for the archilecture of our times.

It is the only international award bestowed
annually for distinguished architectural de-
‘ velopment,

C.S.1. Meeting

The next meeting of the Construction Specifi-
 cations Institute will be held on April 19 at
17:30 p.m. at the National Housing Center in
Washington, D. C.

Washington Area Architects
Made Fellows of A.LA.

Designated to be advanced to Fellowship in
the American Institute of Architects at the
convention in San Francisco in April are two
Washinglon area architects: John Wishart Mc-
Leod and Choethiel Woodward Smith.
Forty-three members of the Institute throughout
the country are scheduled io receive the high
Fellowship honor. The Potomac Valley Chap-
ter is proud to have John McLeod as an un-
assigned member. He is a corporate member
of the Washington-Metropolitan Chapter. Both
architects were selected for Design and Service
to the Institute.

Architects’ Report

Features Hospitals

The latest issue of the Architects’ Report, the
quarterly publication of the Baltimore Chapter,
is a very comprehensive report on recent hos-
pital construction in the Baltimore-Maryland
ared.

The issue stresses the theme as voiced by
Vincent Kling A.LA. of Philadelphia: “One of
the principle duties of the architect in medical
care projects is to represent the patient.”
Also featured are articles on Baltimore’s Prog-
ress in Hospital Facilities; The Impact of Pro-
gressive Patient Care on the Architect: and
the Role of the Architect, Hospital Administra-
tor and the Board of Trustees in Designing
Hospital Facilities.

The Potomac Valley Chapter gets recognition
through a biographical sketch on President
Ben Elliot on the “People in Architecture”
page.

Federal Agency
Directory Available

A new Directory of Federal Agencies Contract-
ing for Building Designs is available to any
A LA. member interested in government work,
upon request to Institute headquarters.

This is the sixth edition of the directory pub-
lished by the Institute and contains up to date
information on scope of Federal construction
programs, procedures followed for procuring
design services. names and addresses of re-
sponsible officials and of field offices. The
material is based on material supplied by
various agencies.

The Sixties: Decade
Of Opportunity

The sixties start with our batiles won and
such leaders and teachers as Sullivan. Wright,
Saarinen, Neutra, Gropius and Gruen listened
to and sought after. America is not only de-
veloping its own architects but an indigenous
architecture of which it can be proud. As they
set about rebuilding our cities. the architects
can indeed look forward to a Decade of Op-
portunity.

—Architects’ Report, Winter Issue 1960

HERE and
ELSEWHERE

Thomen & Cromar Move

Trad Thomen, chapter director. and Ted Cro-
mar, chapter secretary, known professionally
as Thomen & Cromar A.LA., have announced
the removal of their office to 912 Thayer Ave.,
Silver Spring, Md.. effective April 1, 1960. The
new {elephone number is JUniper 5-3393.

Action Possible on
Keogh-Simpson Bill

Informed sources report the likelihood of some
action on the Keogh-Simpson bill (H.R. 10)
which would permit self-employed persons lo
set up personal pension plans on a ftax-
deferred basis.

The bill passed the House of Representatives
during the last session and hearings were held
last summer before the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. There was strong opposition from the
Treasury Department which indicated the possi-
bility of a Presidential veto should the bill pass

as written.

Heports are now that because of the pressure
which has built up for passage of the measure,
the Treasury Depariment is prepared to temper
its opposition and go along with a somewhat
modied proposal which is expected to be pre-
sented to the Senate Finance Commitiee.

Proponents of the bill are prepared to accept
a reasonable compromise as preferable to no
bill at all.

Architects interested in this proposal can voice
their approval by communicating with the two
Maryland Senalors at the Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D. C. They are Senator ].
Glenn Beall and Senator John Marshall Butler.

Building Research Institute
Want to be freated like a king? The Building
Research Institute promises just that for archi-
tects attending the annual spring conference of
the Institute which will be held April 5, 6, and
7 at the Hotel Statler in New York City.

Milo D, Folley A.LA.. chairman of the confer-
ence reporis:

“We would like to have more architects at
these conferences because they are the people
that the building industry wants o reach and
tell of their new developments. They wani
architects’ advice on new methods and mate-
rials and on how products may be improved.
They'll be treated like kings.”

If interested in attending, write Harold Horo-
witz, Assistant Direclor for Technical Programs.
Building Research Institute, National Academy
of Sciences, 2101 Constitution Ave.. Washing-
ton. D. C.
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THE CUSHWA BRICK AND

JAMES H. CARR, INC.

Kalwall Fiberglass Panels for Churches
Glulam Arches
Prefabricated Trussed Rafters

2138 P Street, N.W. Washington 7, D. C.

United Clay Products Co.

Headquarters for
Georgetown Colonial Brick
Carrier Air Conditianing |

Alwintite Windows and Doors |
Bryant Heating Equipment

BUILDING SUPPLY CO.

TU 2-1000 R — AD. 4-7979 931 Investment Building DI. 7-078
ARCHITECTURAL MILO PRODUCTS CORP. E. A. BAKER COMPANY, INC. REPRODUCTIONS
Milo Cabinets, Wa osets and Fro Bulld
CONCRETE :{;iu g!il-l;%‘;:f D\o\ur]sl. g«‘ieﬁtloc Warr:-l’:ﬁmf 54‘;0 ;:-:“ Mill Rd., Takoma Park JU 5-8564 AND SUPPL‘ES
Sliding Doors. Accordion-Fold and
TECFAB, INC Wovynwood Doors WARTHEN & WARD COOPER-TRENT

Precast Structural Tnsulating Panels and
Window Wall Systems
Plastic Mosaie and Tile Faclngs

Beltsvilie, Md.

ATLANTIC PERLITE CO.

Lightweight Concrete Roof Decks

1919 Kenllworth Ave,, N.E., Wash 27, D. C.
SP 3-0200

BUILDING EQUIPMENT
AND MATERIALS
THE HAMPSHIRE CORP.

Acoustical Tile, Plastering. Fiooring,
Partitions, Roof Deck, Access Doors,
Metal Curtain Walls
4626 Annapolis Road, Bladensburg, Md.
UN 4-0300

WE 5-3116

WEST BROS. BRICK CO.

Tunnel Kiln Face Brick, Various Colors
6600 Sheriff Rd., N.E., Wash. 27 WA 5-8220

ANDERSON LUMBER CO.
Manufacturer of Sanford Roof Trusses
Easton, Md.

Washington, D. C.

JACK T. IRWIN, INC.

“"Dealers In Natural Stone'’, Flagstone, Build-
Ing Stone, Georgia Marble, SBlate Products

1508 Rockville Pike. Rockville, Md.

TA 2-3060
ME 8-2882

OL 4-6252
NATIONAL BRICK &
SUPPLY CO., INC.
High Pressure Block
High Pressure Concrete Brick
Dox Filoor Plank
Terra Cotta, Washington 11, D. C. TU 2-170¢

WASHINGTON BRICK CO.

Modular Masonry Materials

6th and Decatur Sts., N.E., Wash. 1I, D. C.
TU 2-3200

MOUNT VERNON CLAY

PRODUCTS CO.

800 Hamlin St., N.E., Washingten 17, D. C.
DE 2-6267

FURNISHINGS
AND EQUIPMENT
HOPE'S WINDOWS, INC.

The Finest in Aluminum and Steel Windows
1820 N. Nash St., Arlington, Va. JA 5.8919

KLON O. ROW, INC.

Sanymetal and Weis Toilet Partitions

Flour City Ornamental Iron Co.

4380 MacArthur Bivd., N.W., Wash, 7, D. C.
FE 3-4410

1010 Vermont Ave., N.W., 'Washingten, D. C.
ST 3.9047

SCHATZ KITCHEN
EQUIPMENT, INC.

Washington's Oldest Msnufacturer of Kitchen
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools

5011 Minnessta Ave., N.E., Wash, 27, D. C.
SP 3-5500

GENERAL
THE SHADE SHOP

Venetlan Blinds, Window Shades. Folding
Doors—Woaod and Fabric. Daryl * Patio-Magic”
Sliding Glass Doors

2214-16 M St., N.W., Washington 8, D. C.
FE 7-1200

T. M. WOODALL, INC.

Plastering and Acoustical Treatment

6480 Sligo M1l Rd., Takema Park 12, Md.
JU 9-38H1

STANDARD SUPPLIES. INC.

Everything for the Bullding Trades
Wholesale Plumbing, Heating, Mill Supplies

110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville, Md, PO 2-4341
FRIES, BEALL & SHARP CO.

Architectural Hardware Consultants
Representative of Sargent & Co. and Schlage

Shirley Hwy. and Edsall Rd., Springfield, Va.
FL 4-3600

FLOYD E. KOONTZ

Pella Wood Folding Doors and Windows
Miami Medicine Cabinets and Mirrors
Sargent Incinerators

3250 K St., N.W., Washn., D. C.
BUILDERS HARDWARE CORP.

Architectural Hardware Consultants
Bullders', Finishing Hardware

4908 St. Elmo Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-6800
D. A. HUBBARD CO.

Aetna Steel Products Corp.
Grant Pulley and Hardware
Panelfab Aluminum Deors, Frames,

Insulated Panels
8000 Norfolk Ave., Bethesda, Md.

oL 2-8425
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND BUILDERS

E. A. PESSAGNO, INC.
Builders
109 Danbury St., S.W., Wash., D.C. JO 1-2400

ALTIMONT BROS, INC.

4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md.
oL 2-1700

FE 3-2900

EM 5-2747

General Contractors
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md.

LO 5-1186
HILL AND KIMMEL, INC.
General Contractors
1103 Wayne Ave., Silver Spring, Md.
JU 5-3911
C. M. HALE CO., INC.
Specializing In Churches, Commercial
and Public Work
3708 Perry Ave., Kensingten, Md. LO 4-8363

HEATING AND FUELS
GRIFFITH-CONSUMERS CO.

Distributors of All Types of Commercial and
Hesidential Fuels and Heating Equipment
1413 New York Ave., N.W., Wash, 5, D.C.

ME 8-4840
MASONRY
A. MYRON COWELL, INC.
Masonry Contractor JU 9-4580
8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-3340

ANTHONY IZZO CO., INC.
Bricklaying Contractors

Saite 711, 1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
‘Washington 6. D. C. ST 3-0587

PAINT
W. R. WINSLOW CO.

Distributors for Benjamin Moore, Samuel

Cabot and Nationl Gypsum

Winslow Products

922 New York Ave., N.W., Washingten I, D.C.
NA 8-8810

CUNNINGHAM PAINT COMPANY
Distributors: PVA Muraltone; Muralo Masonry
Finishes for All Interior and Exterior Walls
1236 20th St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

FE 7-7670

PLUMBING & HEATING

AMERICAN RADIATOR AND

STANDARD SANITARY CORP.

Specifications for Plumbing and Heating
8641 Colesville Rd., Sliver Spring JU 7-5600

CRANE CO.

Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning, Pipe. Valves,
Fittings

10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4600

Your Authorized K & E Distributor
Complete Reproduction Services

4703 Hampden La., Bethesda, Md. OL 8-

LEET-MELBROOK, INC.
Blueprints, Architectural Photos,
Drafting Supplies

950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring, Md. JU 8.

GEO. F MUTH CO,, INC.

Engineer, Architect. Surveyor Supplies

1332 New York Ave., N.W,, Wash, 5, D.
ST 3

SPECIAL SERVICES
JOSEPH P. SULLIVAN

Estimating and Cost Analysis
Government and Private Projects
10005 Edward Ave., Bethesda 14 oL 2

TILE MFGRS. ASSN. OF AMER
Edwin B. Morris
1604 K St., N.W., Wash,, D. C. NA S

MICKELSON'S
Prints and Paintings
Fine Picture Framing

709 G St N.W.. Wash., D.C. NA &
FOUNDATION TEST SERVICE, |

Foundatlon Investigations, Test Borings, 5
Testing, Auger Probe Borings,, Rock Drill
James J. Schnabel, Gen. Mgr.

1605 Kennedy PL, NJW., Wash, RA €

TILE
O. R. ARMSTRONG

U.S. Ceramic Tile Co., The Sparta Cerami
Co.. R, & Curtain Wall Panels

5906 Enterprise Ave., McLean, Ya. JA !

LUDOWICI-CELADON CoO.
Manufacturers of Roof Tile, Quarry Tile
and Nailon Brick

740 I5th St, N.W., Wash. 5, D.C. NA

THE MOSAIC TILE CO.
OF VIRGINIA

Tile Manufacturer
Warehouse and Showroom
607 S. Ball St., Arlingten, Va.
0T 4-5553 oT ¢

STANDARD ART, MARBLE &
TILE CO.

Scagliola, Marble, Mosale, Terrazzo, Tile,
Ceramie, Slate

117 D St., N.W., Wash. NA |

Duncan Construction Co., Inc.

Experienced Contracting in Churches
Commercial and Residential
10315 Kensington Parkway

Kensington, Md.
LO. 4-7075

James A. Cassidy Co., Inc.

Building Products
8th and Lawrence Streets, N.E.

Washington 17, D. C.
HU. 3-8300

Modernfold Doors

DEMORY BROTHERS

General Contractors and Builders
“Twice Winners of Potomac Valley
Chapter Awards"
Gaithersburg, Md.

Phone 301 WA. 6-1066




