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Landscaping and the Modern Shopping Center 
by Boms V. TIMCHENKO 

The phenomenal growth of the shopping cen­
ters in the last decade due to the increase in 
population and decentralization has challenged 
the planner, the architect and the landscape 
architect. The size and scope of some of these 
centers are of such magnitude that not since 
the days of the Renaissance has there been 
such an opportunity (or p lanning on such a 
scale. A careful study of the relationship of 
shops and other structures w i t h proper circu­
lation between these units and parking areas 
is necessary to produce an atmosphere con­
ducive to shopping. Centuries ago the great 
market places served not only commerce but 
also were the center and the meeting place 
for social and cultural exchange. 

Those shopping centers of today which have 
been most successful have served the public, 
not only by the shopping facilities, but by pro­
viding theatres, exhibit places and restaurants. 
The use of public areas between these units 
has given the planner an opportunity to de­
velop malls, garden courts, arcades and park­
ing areas broken up by trees and plant ing 
spaces. These areas give the public an op­
portunity for relaxation between shopping ex­
peditions. Merchants are sometimes slow to 
realize that sales increase if the shopper is 
relaxed and not fatigued by glar ing concrete 
with no relief of planting or shade and tree­
less plains of asphalt parking that seem to 
stretch endlessly to the horizon. Flagstone, 
brick paving, hexagonal asphalt block or peb­
bled concrete aggregate used in malls, garden 
courts and arcades offer foot relief and visual 
appeal to the shopper. Interesting pave­
ment pattern that is not distracting can be of 
great value to relieve the shopping center of 
boredom. 

On the West Coast, merchants have realized 
the value of suitable landscaping as an a id to 
furthering sales, and have often chosen a 
theme of planting for each suburban shopping 
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center. With the succeeding seasons, a change 
of f loral and foliage colors are used to comple­
ment the background of permanent evergreen 
material and trees for shade and accent. Also, 
fountains and pools have been used to inter­
est and excite the shopper. 

In the development of shopping centers it is 
important as a policy of the landscape design 
to hold maintenance costs at a minimum by 
the use of slow growing plant material. In 
the past merchants decried the presence of 
trees in front o ftheir shops. Witness the de­
nuded cities and towns. " M a i n Street", usu­
al ly completely devoid of interest or charac­
ter. Trees of light texture that are not too dense 
to completely obstruct the facades w i l l en­
hance these shops and invite the shopper to 
linger. Raised planting beds wi th evergreen 
planting and trees for accent and shade may 
be used as benches and minimize mainten­
ance. Large concrete tubs can be used as a 
pleasing interruption to arcades or sidewalks 

where it is not feasible to use p lan t ing beds 
or raised boxes. These f i l led w i t h evergreens 
and seasonal f lora l displays offer a d i sp lay 
that is economical and easily preserved f rom 
the hazards of pedestrian traff ic . 

Planting in a l l cases should enhance the shop­
ping center, and not obscure shops and re la ted 
buildings. There is a chal lenging opportuni ty 
for these shopping centers to become the cen­
ter of suburban l ife — the "Vi l l age Green" of 
this age where activities are not conf ined to 
shopping alone. Outdoor theatres, p l a y areas 
for children, f lower and art shows on the 
malls, meetings and garden symposiums in de­
partment store auditoriums w i l l serve to at­
tract the local residents and the shopper. The 
shopping centers built i n the coming years 
w i t h such facilities and proper l andscaping 
w i l l be an asset to the regional metropol i tan 
area, and not merely a gross commercial ven­
ture and parking lot that depreciates sur­
rounding property value. 
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April Meeting Has 
Important Agenda 
President Ben Elliott urges a l l chapter members 
to make every effort to attend our A p r i l 
meeting. 

It is especially important that a l l chapter mem­
bers who plan to attend the convention in 
San Francisco be present to receive their in­
structions as delegates. 

As chapter members know, important changes 
in the A . I . A . structure w i l l be proposed and act­
ed on in San Francisco. There w i l l be a re­
v iew of these recommendations for the bene­
fit of the delegates. 

In addit ion to the committee structure question 
there w i l l also be recommendations regarding 
the membership status and off icial classifica­
tions wi th in A . L A . of membership of profes­
sions such as land planners, landscape archi­
tects, sculptors, painters, etc. 

Ben also calls our attention to important local 
chapter matters which must be taken up at 
this time. 

Chapter Members Form 
New Partnership 
Rockville architects John F. Stann and James 
F. Hi l leary have announced the formation of 
their partnership to be known as Stann & 
Hil leary A. I .A . wi th offices at 200 Monroe St.. 
Rockville, M d . 

The partnership brings together Jack Stann. a 
veteran member of the Potomac Val ley Chap­
ter, and Jim Hil leary, who recently became a 
corporate member of the chapter. 

Fine Arts Commission 
Urged for Bethesda 
The need for a Fine Arts Commission in the 
Montgomery County area has become a recur­
ring question i n recent years. 

The latest action on this issue is that of Direc­
tors of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of 
Commerce who recently adopted a resolution 
recommending the creation of such a commis­
sion to regulate the architecture of buildings 
constructed in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase busi­
ness district. 

The board has called on the Montgomery 
County Council to establish a Fine Arts Com­
mission for the area with a view to preventing 
the erection of "unsightly" structures. The com­
mission, as proposed by the directors, would be 
concerned with the "exterior decorative fea­
tures" of the buildings to be constructed in 
the area. 

Buildings not in keeping with the "high resi­
dential quality of the area, according to the 
resolution, have an adverse effect on both the 
residential and business districts and "tend to 
lower the value of land properties." 

The Fine Arts Commission was discussed at a 
luncheon sponsored b y the chamber's commu­
nity improvement committee prior to the 
board's action and was endorsed by a ma­
jority of the thirty area organizations which 
participated. 

As a result of the board's endorsement another 
meeting w i l l be held with community groups 
to discuss further steps toward creation of the 
commission, and also to orgoniie a "clean-up 
ccmpaign in the business district. 

Washington's New Skyline 
Washington area residents have an opportu­
nity to see how the skyline of the Nation's 
Capital w i l l be changed in the next few years, 
at an exhibit entitled "Washington's Tomor­
row", at the National Housing Center. 

Thirteen architects' scale models and thirty 
rsnderings have been assembled by the Na-
I'onal Capital Planning Commission to br ing 
together in one place a miniature display of 
the major public and private building soon to 
become Washington landmarks. 

Included in the exhibit are three-dimensional 
models of the new Arena Stage, which w i l l 
front on the Potomac River; the Stadium to be 
built near the District of Columbia Armory; the 
National Cultural Center; the National Arbore­
tum; major buildings designed for Southwest 
Washington; and the Holy Cross Hospital to 
be constructed in nearby Silver Spring, M d . 

The exhibit w i l l remain in the National Hous­
ing Center until A p r i l 15. Admission to the 
Housing Center is free. The building is open 
to the public dai ly from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
on Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m. 

Ron Senseman To Lead 
Hawaiian Trek 
Chapter member Ron Senseman, now an old 
hand at the job of trek leader, since his last 
year 'round the wor ld trip, w i l l lead a pre-
convention A.I .A. trek to Hawai i . 
Leaving San Francisco on A p r i l 7, Ron and 
twenty other A. I .A . architects w i l l jet to Hono­
lu lu and then leave on a n inspection trip to 
the outer islands. On their return to the 
Hawai i an capital, they w i l l be joined by 
seven other state-side architects who w i l l have 
made the trip from the mainland by ship. 
Among the many events scheduled w i l l be a 
parly given by the mainlanders for their 
brother A . I . A . architects of Hawai i . The group 
w i l l return to San Francisco on A p r i l 18 in 
lime for the convention where Ron has busi­
ness with the Chapter Affairs Committtee. 

Washington Star' Editor 
Cited by A.I.A. 
Robert J. Lewis, real estate editor of the Wash­
ington Evening Star, has been awarded a Cer­
tificate of Merit in the A. I .A . Seventh Annual 
Journalism Awards Competition for the ex­
cellence of a series of articles which have 
played a creative role in urban renewal ac­
t ivi ty in Washington. 

Winners of the twin S500 first prizes were 
George McCue, of the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
and Grady Clay, wr i t ing in the HORIZON 
magazine. 

Mr. McCue won first prize in the newspaper 
class for the second year in a row for a 
critical article on architecture covering an ex­
periment in St. Louis to close a downtown 
street to traffic for the purpose of establish­
ing a pedestrian mal l . 

Mr. Clay 's article entitled: "Metropolis Re­
gained" was cited as a "well-writ ten article 
on the future of the American city, which man­
aged to tell a story to a non-architectural au­
dience without talking down to them." 

Haft Tours Italy 
Lennie Haft , our chapter Public Relations and 
Publications Co-Chairman, joins the globe 
trotters during the first two weeks of Apri l 
when he flies to I taly for a fortnight of archi­
tectural sightseeing. 

Brother Haft's plans, which he describes an 
"leisurely", call for a motor trip to include 
Mi lan , Venice, Genoa and most any point of 
interest along the w a y wi th a f inal inspection 
of the sights of Rome. 

In addition to the usual historic attractions of 
colorful I tal ia, Lennie tells us that the trip 
w i l l include an inspection of contemporary 
I tal ian architecture. He is particularly inter­
ested in observing the works of the Italian 
architect, Nervi , who has done some thin 
shell concrete construction. 


