


1 4 : " " - i : - ^ 1 6 

2 8 

C A L E N D A R 

sim g mm iue xued thnrs '3^^^^^^ 

f 9 l o M m 

2 2 2 3 W ^ m ^ ^ : l 2 7 



OF EVENTS 

CD 

a 

1-5 

inioiic 

9 thmlir 

13 /ll/I.SK 

14 Jvnu/i 

16 ninsK 

22 Jo/ fu// 

23 th('af}( 

28 nmsir 

T h e Sherwood H a l l Orchestra. Lewis eondi ie t ing . N' ivaldi 's Seasons (a l l f o u r ) ; 

Israel Baker, v i o l i n , and John T h e o b a l d r ec i t i ng re la ted sonnets t rans la ted l i y h i m . 

P^lliott Carter 's Elegi/. Dvo rak ' s Serenade in E Major, Opus 22. Sherwoot l H a l l . 

3:30 p . m . Tickefs: <;L 4-0183. 

T o February 4. Alec (-oppel's The Gazebo. M y s t e r y c o m e d j ' . 

W i t h V i c t o r Uuono and Lisa (" lark . O l d (Jlohe T h e a t r e . 

8:30 p . m . Tickets: B E 9-1939. 

Los Angeles P h i l h a r m o n i c Mans Sc lnn id t - l s se r s l cd l conduc t i ng . Russ A u d i t o r i u m . 

8:30 p . m . Tickets: B E 9-1231. 

Guitari.st Celedonio Romero and three .sons. Classical a m i flamenco. R u s s . V u d i t o r i u m . 

8:30 i ) .m . Tickets: B E 9-1231. 

R i c h a r d \ e u t r a , famed archi tect , leads a discu.ssion of "Civic T h e a t r e and C o n v e n ­

t i o n H a l l . . . H o w W i l l T h e y Serve Best ?' W i t h L l o y d Huocco. .VLV. and Boh S m i t h , 

Conven t ion & Tour i s t Bureau. T e m p l e B e t h Is rae l . 8 p . m . Publ ic . D o n a t i o n . 

San Diego Symphony and Symphon ic Chora le . M u r r a y c o i u l u c t i n g . 

H a y d n ' s Farewell Si/niphonn. S t r av in sky ' s Symphony of Psaltns. 

Schubert 's C Major Symphony. I tuss A u d i t o r i u m . 

8:30 p . m . Tickets: B E i)-HVH. 

City Manager Thomas Fle tcher a iu l C i t y P l a imcr Ph i l i | ) W a l l i n g expla in C e n t r e 

C i t y to Cit izens Coordinate. Al ice B i rney School. 7:45 p . m . Pub l i c . Free. 

T o February 4. .lunfy Maine. Mu s i ca l comedy. W i t h ( l y p s y Rose Lee. C i rc le .Vrts 

Thea t r e . « :30 p . m . Tickets: B E 9-8122. 

Vienna. Color , w i t h lu i r ra t ion by E a r l B r i n k . Buss A u d i t o r i i m i . H.30 p . m . 

Tickets: B E 9-1231. 

Pianist . \ r t u r Rul>instein. Russ A u d i t o r i u m 8:30 | ) . m . Tickets: B E 9-8122. 
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AH( HITEi 'TS KDITOKl A I . : 

17 /^^ ' p/nposc oj Onniun t 

T n R o i c i i o i T AMKHK A t l i c rc are chapters of (lie 
A ine r i ca i i I n s t i t u t e of A r d i i l t ' c t s p i i h l i s l i i n g lni l let in> 
addressed to the i r inenil)ers and to persons more or 
less d i r ec t l y i n v o l v e d w i t h the profession. In pub­
l i sh ing o.MMART the San Diego Chap te r wishes to 
reach the g r o w i n g pu l i l i c attache<l to al l t l ie arts. 
Ivs|)ecially we wish to demonst ra te the cu l t u r a l I x - i u -
(i ts of a rch i tec ture , so o f ten cal led the mothe r ar t . 

I n f o r m a t i o n , discussion, e d i t o r i a l c r i t i (p ie , even 
phi losophical de l ihe ra t ion w i l l enter these paL'cs. The 
plastic arts, the gra|)hic arts , the performing ' arts, 
the ar ts of lamlscape and cons t ruc t ion and urban 
design w i l l he our concern. A r c h i t e c t u r a l opinions 
and research on m a t t e r - of imi )o r t to the eomninn i ty 
w i l l he fea tured . 

We ho|)e to generate a e l inni te of h e l f j - r under­
s t and ing about a rch i tec ture so that developer- and 
gove rn ing agencies responsible f o r a r ch i l ec lu ra l pro­
jects w i l l be impressed w i t h the urgency of better 
de-ign solut ions. We .shall a«ldress onrselv<'s to sneli 
(piestious as: M7/// are cities not more lieautifnlY H //// 
do not art and other cnltnral artirities hare tjreater ac-
ceptantiY What is trrony with the com promises nf 'y>o-

liflcdl' (irchiteclurey W hat is the responsibilit)/ of the 
architect as a leader to insure that overall plans, and 
Kich hiiihllng as well, receire (uhiiitaie design aitentionY 

The.̂ ^e (piestious and m a n y like them c o n t i m u i l l y 
face the professional a rehi tce t . who is of lu'cessity a 
p r i m a r y forc(> in the f o r m i n g of c o m n u m i t y env i ron­
ment . He must cons t an t l y pursue enl ig l i te inncnt to 
f n l l i l l his r e spons ib i l i t y , jus t as the publ ic must pur­
sue awareness of an-hitect ure l o f u l f i l l its responsi­
b i l i t y as c l ient , O M . V I A U T is the medium fo r th is . 

Here you . . . and we . . . w i l l be expo.sed to bo th 
praise and c r i t i c i s m . Praise w i l l be offered in sincere 
apprecia t ion of c rea t ive <'xpression in a r c l i i l e c h n a l 
or ar t i s t ic pro jec ts large or smal l . C r i t i c i s m shall be 
const r ue l i vc and purpo.seful. 

We are most f o r t u n a t e to have James Bri t ton ac-
cei)t the ed i to r sh ip of ( ) . M N I . \ H T f o r t i u s first issue, and 
we hope he w i l l f i n d i t possible to cont inue in that 
post. M r . H r i t t o n ' s f o r c e f u l jour iud is t i c approach is 
well k n o w n . T h e ed i to r i a l ob jec t ive w i l l be to help al l 
of US to bet ter appreciate our profession and tr) interest 
all of }i<>u to come along w i t h us toward the develop­
ment of a be t ter c o n n n n n i t y . 

We recognize that our San Diego envi ronment is 
ex t raord ina ry in m a n y ways . ^^ e propose l o keep it 
that way, to enhance its v i r tues ami display them 
to the w o r l d . We earnest ly soli<-it y o u to j o i n in the 
discussion to t ha t good end. 

W AHO WVATT OKKMS, AIA 

Parron-Hall SAN DIEGO'S FIRST PROFESSIONAL FURNITURE SHOWROOM 

featuring: 

Herman Miller 

Lehigh 

Jg 

Costa Mesa 

Avalon 

All-steel 

Designcraft 

B U S I N E S S I N T E R I O R S A N D F U R N I T U R E 

Second at C Street, San Diego • Phone: BE 9 • 0346 
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Editor 's Omnibus 
A T A L E N T K D ARC H I T E C T w l i o saw the edi tor ' s t reat ­
men t of Cent re C i t y 'paj^e 10) before public a t ion had 
these commen t s : 

*San Diegans I n c surely w o u l d p romote the re­
generat ion of real estate values!!! 

'Freeways a n d f r eeway locators are the real p l an ­
ners of our c o m n n m i t y l 

' I feel that a reference t o the ugly consecjuences of 
t u r n i n g the p l a n n i n g and arehi tec ture of Centre C i t y 
( inc lud ing the selection of a rchi tec ts ) i n t o a po l i t i ca l 
circus wou ld be wise. T h e best and most sensitive 
dcsigu is recpiired. " W h o m y o u k n o w " should have no 
bear ing. The c u r ren t d i r e c t i o n seems bad. 

' J i m . . . I feel s l i g h t l y whi tewashed a f t e r reading 
th i s . Surely a l l is no t so rosy . . . or am I negative? 
^ o u r assumptions jus t won ' t be f u l l i l l e d w i thou t con­
stant |)ressure f rcmi the "e id igh tened" . ' 

These conmients caused the ecJitor to add three 
paragraphs at the end of his Cent re C i t y ' e r i t i ( |ue ' 
(page 18). 

WF. KioDKn WILLIAM cjEKHARDT abou t the pretentions 
spel l ing of Centr<' C i t y and got a surpr is ing answer. 
I ' r b a n Renewal C o o r d i n a t o r fo r the C i t y of San 
Diego aiu] the C i t y ' s l iaison w i t h San Diegans Inc. 
Cerhard t cpuir terbacked the team which produced 
the concept and the name. He said: 'We del iberately 
twi s t ed the spel l ing so people w o u l d s |)utter a iu l t h i n k 
about i t . I t w o r k e d ' . . . W h i c h is one answer t o the 
Johnny C a n ' t Head people . . . W e notice t h a t the 
or thodox spellers of the I'iiion-Trihuiie refuse to go 
along w i t h the O l d Kreneh and change i t t o Center 
C i t y every c-liance they get . . . .Vdd spe l ldown: play­
f u l Hi l l ( l e rha rd t has on his desk as paperweight a 
stone that is not a pebble and not yet a boulder. I t 
is inscribed, ' I ' m g e t t i n g bolder . ' 

s.vMi E L W O O D HAMiLL, E . \ L \ , Supervising architect for 
Cent re C i t y , was asked by O M N L A R T to di.scuss selec­
t ion of archi tects f o r nu in i c i | ) a l s tructures. He was 
unable to do t h a i but he wro te us about an astonish­
ing Mexican enterprise that might s t retch our th ink ­
ing . Excerp ts : ' T h e Cen t ro Mc>dico Medic al Center) 
in Mexico C i t y is the size of M e r c y , Shar j ) . La JoUa, 
(Jrossmont, I ' a lomar and T r i - C i t y hospitals a l l ro l l -
e<l i n to one and then some. O n a recent visit there 
I saw a conference center suc-h as the I ni ted States 
does not possess. It was in use at the l i m e by an 
in te rna t iona l congress of pediatr ic ians. T h i s remark­
able bu i ld ing conta ins a well night perfect conference 
a u d i t o r i u m sea l ing some ^ODO. I n c o n j u n c t i o n are six 
smaller conference a u d i l o r i u m s each seating sonic 

Conliiiui il on page 
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C e n t r e C i t y 

li('(n t or o}dy coitcr? 

by L L O Y D R U O C C O , A I A 

As I NK VKAHs go hy u i u l i i l l the invcshnei i l s arr ni i idc, 
a iul I he h r ig l i l new hniUlings ri.se shouldering each 
other i i i l o the sky, how w i l l wv a l l feel ahout Centre 
C i t y i ' Or jierhaps it is t oo much to ask that a i i yho i ly 
have any feel ing al)out a n y t h i n g as pract ical as their 
c i t y . But a real ly i m p o r t a n t (pnvsliou is whether a 
c i t y exists at a l l w i t h o u t its most impor t an t tr<'asures 
being at its center. .And t o be treasures they must do 
a lot more t h a n mere ly be prac t ica l . T h e y must be 
sur | )r is iugly good and »'asily lox ablc. One should leel 
t h a n k f u l for l)cing a c i t izen of such a c i t y . 

I n t ry ing to imag i iu 'w hat might be a basic necessity 
in guaranteeing the las t ing values of Centre ( ' i t y . t he 
very first t h ing tha t comes t<» m i i u l is the thought 
that t l u ' center i tself needs a center. \m\ such a 
si iu |)h ' and a d a n u i n t l y i m p o r t a n t r<'(|uirenient as the 
ceut« ' r of the center <-ould easily be overlooked i n the 
scuffle of <-ollaboralion, zoning , au to in tox ica t ion , 
Hnaiu ing, Public Hela t ions an<I the general a w k w a r d 
an t ic ipa t ion of I ' t o p i a . 

A n y t h i n g w hich migh t aspire t o be the heart of the 
Cent re should be able t o be sj'en easily in al l dir«'c-
t ions. ami upon l ie ing s<«en should arouse w a rm In-art-
ed a<lmiration bo th fo r its appearance and for its 
fu iK- t ion . So f a r we have (ui ly t l u ' Courthouse. Soon 
we w i l l have several new t a l l «-<>nunercial bui ldings 
iuci iMling the "Ci ty l l a l T , tlu* state b u i l d i n g I more 
ho r i zon t a l ' and the new conven t ion hal l , buttressed 
hy sonu* auto sandwiches called | )arking bui ldings. 
None of this .seem l i k e l y t o be b()th elegant and lov­
able. There is on ly (uie b u i l d i n g left that e<»uld gene­
rate any warm ami h u m a n vahu >' 

^'es, you have giu'.s.sed i t . O u r on ly chance fo r a 
warndy Inunan heart to Cent re C i t y w i l l be the civic 
concert hall w i t h its f ine adjacent plazas and long 
v i s tas .This w i l l hv the sole soun 'C of beauty fo r levels 
of l i v i n g above business, the one bu i ld ing w hich be-
cau.se of its t 'sthetic and its f i nu - t ion can infu.se all its 
surroundings w i t h ric hness and ph>asure. T o <-onvin<-e 
yourself of the need of la\ i s j i ing t in" greatest care and 
a m e n i t y on this , the on ly b u i l d i n g dedicated to pleas-
uralde and urbane l i v i n g , y o u have only to i imigine 
the solut i im of its an-hitect lire a m i entourage as being 

no better, lu) r icher, no nu>re spacious t h a n what w i l l 
l i e considered f i t f o r the more m i m d a n e componen t s 
of the rest of Cen t re C i t y . T h e n , to re inforce y o u r 
chagr in , you t h i n k l>;ick s w i f t l y to any and al l n ' a l l y 
handsome and w o n d e r f u l c iv ic places y o u know b o t h 
at home and abroad . V o u w o u l d n ' t want t o have the 
whole t h i n g f a i l f o r lack of real f a i t h in ou r c u l t u r a l 
f u t u r e , would you? 

Back in 1!)48 there existed a smal l toriuicio calle<l 
T h e .\ l l ie<l .Art ists ' C o u n c i l . T h e n , as n o w , there were 
a gn-at many people w i t h a y e a r n i n g fo r a rea l ly fin<* 
civic- theatre . W e even threw a ma.scpu'd bal l t o p o p u ­
larize the idea that a nice new concert ha l l - thea t re 
was just what San Diego needed. W e became IcHpni-
cious, logical , emo t io iud , ecomunic and energetic. W e 
had a w h o p p i n g t i m e at the b a l l : b u t where is t he 
theatre!' Perhaps we wanted too good a thea t re . 

Beaf l the f o l l o w i n g s tatement f r o m 1948 and see i f 
i t is too f a r o f f f o r a C i t y .soon t o reach the m i l l i o n 
n u i r k . I n 1!)48 we were .saying: 

• | I V (/// ):iii>u- ihul Sun Dieijo lueils a ncir I'litdtn . 
" l in t very few know just how fine a theatre-com-ert 

hal l San Diego should have to be in step w i t h tho.se 
about to be bu i l t in other cities in the I ' n i t e d States 
and w i t h x . in i - a h f ; i d y bui l t in other | )ar ls of t he 
w ( i r l d . For th is reasoiL the . \ l l i e d .Vrt is ts ' C o m m i l o f 
San Diego has geared this .season's p rogram t o the 
project of s t i r r i n g up interest ami p a r t i c i p a t i o n on 
the |)art of the geiu 'ral public- in t his p r o b l e m . W o r k i n g 
w i t h t he .\..\.c'. arc other groups i n the fields of t h e a t r e , 
music , a iu l a r t , and as our p rog ram progresses we hope 
to make the representat ion c-omplete of a l l grou|)s . 

"The idea o f a beaux arts nuiscpu'd ba l l in the s p i r i t 
of the thc>alre has t w o |)urposcs; one to a id the the ­
atre-concert hall d r i ve , and the other to p r o v i d e San 
Diego w i t h a gala ani \ual event whose spi r i t is f u n 
and beauty ami whose purpose is the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
the art ist to his fellow citizc-ns. I n i n t r o d u c i n g the 
a r t i s t , we feel sure that some of the vagueness t h a t 
exists in the lay m i n d regarding h im and his c rea t ions , 
can l>c dispelled by a closer look. T h i s w i l l be a l l t o 
the a l l -around good in a c e n t u r y who.se idols are n u i r e 
apt t o be business men or engineers t h a n a r t i s t s . 
M a n y other c iv i l i za t ions havc> existed in w h i c h t h i s 
was not the ca.se. I n nu iny other places i t is no t n o w 
the ca.se t o the extent it is here. W e have on ly t o loc»k 
a r o u m l us to realize tha t we have nM)rc t h a n <»ur 
share of ugline.ss. 

"Shoahl we exandne the nuctter c»f a theat re-concer t 
hal l closely wc w o u l d realize tha t there is l U ) need f o r 
o iu ' at all except to the extent that art is needed i n 
l i f e . We might s l y l y hint here that on tha t g r o u n d , 
the need c)f art was ev iden t l y not deeply f e l t b y t h e 
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curtain raisers for records . . . 
T h a t ' s right. C u r t a i n r a i s e r s . . r a i s i n g and instal l ing a c u r t a i n wall of p h e n o m e n a l propor t ions 
w i th s u n s h a d e louvers for the n e w L o s A n g e l e s C o u n t y Hal l of R e c o r d s . T h e s e a r e m e n of 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t . . . r e c o r d - m a k e r s in act ion. A s e m p l o y e e s of D r u w h i t Metal P r o d u c t s C o . , 
t h e y m u s t b e . Druwhi t ' s p t i e n o m e n a l growttn is b e d r o c k e d upon r e c o r d - m a k i n g p e r f o r m a n c e . 
T h i s i m p r e s s i v e p a n o r a m a o f s p a r k l e a n d sunlight w a s m a n u f a c t u r e d and insta l led by 
D r u w h i t to m e e t t h e rigid s p e c i f i c a t i o n s of a r c h i t e c t a n d g e n e r a l c o n t r a c t o r . It i n c l u d e s 9 4 4 
lift-in c u r t a i n wal l uni ts a n d 9 5 4 s u n s h a d e l o u v e r s , one on t h e mull ion a n d one c e n t e r e d vert i ­
ca l l y on e a c h wall unit. O n l y pr ime mate r ia ls a re uti l ized. C o s t - b i d d i n g is favorab le a n d c o m p e t i ­
t ive . W I N D O W - S H O P P I N G ? C o n s u l t now with Druwhi t . m o s t prof ic ient of "curtain r a i s e r s . " 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s a n d ins ta l l e rs of a l u m i n u m cur ta in wal ls • s t e e l a n d a luminum w i n d o w w a l l s 

s t e e l w i n d o w s a n d d o o r s • a luminum w i n d o w s • s h a d i n g d e v i c e s 

DRUWHIT METAL PRODUCTS CO. 
4 3 6 8 B a n d i n i B l v d . . L o s A n g e l e s 2 3 . Ca l i f . , A N g e l u s 3 - 5 1 5 4 
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Beta Kadar 

STEPHEN DE'AK of Corona del M a r rcmcnibcrs l iela 
Kadar in the acl of p a i n t i n g . Ib idapes l , ll)'28. ' I t was 
l ike a gymnas t ic feat . . . f r o m one corner to the other, 
bounding u p ami d o w n to and f r o m chairs, w o r k i n g 
on the whole space seemingly at once. . \ n d yet it a l l 
went on as a separate a c t i v i t y , completely detached 
f r o m the subject of our c-onversation. He .seennMl 
dr iven by an inner force." 

Kadar l i v e d in 'a specially designed bu i ld ing , one 
of a colony of suc-li l>uilt by the c i t y govcrnnu' i i t of 
Budapest f o r the housing of ar t is ts . I t was on the 
f r inge of t h e c i t y , ou t near the race tracks. Seul|)tors 
and other j )a intcrs l ived there in a k i n d of con inu i i i a l 
aus ter i ty . I t was a unicpu' sort of vil lage, w i t h nor th 
light f o r a l l . . . not too m u c h else. I{ent> were nierei-
f u l l y low .' 

. \n e n l e r t a i u i n g if .somewhat .slight |)ainter, .seen 
in an extensive showing at the Fine .Vrts ( i a i l e ry 
through J a m n i r y "-iS. 
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San Diego County's new Courthouse was dedicated in December. Costing nearly twelv 
million dollars, and massively built, it will be with us for a long time as a central fact of 
our existence. In order to evaluate its architecture Omniart invites all readers to visit the 
courthouse, weigh it judiciously if not judicially, and send us a letter of opinion. A selec­
tion of letters will be published next month along with comments by one or more of the 
four architects whose firms where involved: Samuel Wood Hamill, Frank L. Hope, George 

Lykos and Richard George Wheeler. Dick Snyder harvested this photogenic detail. 



Not a hard case for the courts, 
culture of the Northwest Coast of Ameri^ 
human traits in one image. Potent symbols. 

pT^Us a mask from the Indian 
^HBW Îfî  oiten tried to express animal and 
. Poteni sculpture. At the Art Center in La Jolla. 
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C E N T 

What Is It? 

( I v X T H H C I T Y i.s in l endcd lo he tho h u e and lasting 'downtown' 

of a f^rcal .Vnicrican metropolis tliat ^rew fa.ster than any other in the la.sl decade. 

T h e i)lan produced under direction of tlie C i t y C o u n c i l of S a n Diego in cooperation 

with a grou)) of leading l)Usine.>,siiHMi, S a n Diegan.s I n c , i.s not merely an 

attem])t to regenerate real estate \a lues in an area that was threatened with swift decay. 

When the Council took up the pressing 

question of neu- space for municipal offices 

two years ago the C o u n t y of San Diego was 

in the throes of l)uild-

ing a neir courthouse 

at liroadu atj and Front 

Street. Courthouses are 

traditionalhfthegravitji 

center of the American 

scene. Our courthouse 

also happens to he quite 

close to the longtime husiness and shopping 

center of the city and county. The City de­

cided to cluster many of its own facilities l>e-

tweeri the courthouse and the husi)iess center 

as a matter of general conrenience. Let's see 

u hat these facilities are and how they will 

fit together. 

First, please look at the map on this page. 

It shoics only the territory within city bound­

aries as of a year ago. But it's already out­

dated! .ilready enlarged by about 7%.' In 

late I'.lfil sercnteen square miles of country­

side came up for annexation, pushing the 

city northeast as far as Lake Hodges. 

You might . S Y / / / that the grey bled) covering 

San Diego's aid downloirn and lu ic Centre 

City on the map is not really in the middle 

of all this. True, true. Even less is it in the 

iniddle of San Diego County, which stretches 

many miles north atul east. . .but not south 

and we.tt of the big city. To justify this lo­

cation as a 'center' you hare to account for 

many things that our history and grograpliy 

have left us with, above all the harbor, the air­

port, liidboa Park. .\nd don't forget our in­

timate association u-ith .Me.ric() to the south. 

p i T Y 

C I T Y 
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For a while the set-up of fn^'ways 
did not favor old downtou ii a-- ,i 
center, but the freeway system's 
role of cit y-t wister will rrver.se it­
self this year with the opcniufi; of 
the 'crosstown' freeway and the 
fanciest of all the iuterehanjies in 

San Die^o, the one taking up the southwest corner 
of Balboa Park. \"isuali/.c. if you will, Balboa Park 
and downtown as the win^s of a ^iant bow-tic flaring 
out from the knot which is not a knol but a frrc-
flowinj; interchange (wc hope ami trust). 

So the kiu)t is not a knot and the nol-cenler is a 
center. Let's take it from there. 

('entre ( ity has a logical future like the lower end 
of Manhattan . . . a heavy <-oncentration of office 
buildings in which the nuiin business of the metro­
polis is put t hrough t he paj)cr work. Bankers, law \ c i s. 
government officials of c ity, county, stal<' and nation 
like such concentrati»>us because they can not live by 
telephone alone, and the same ap|)lies to the general 
miscellany of businessnuMi. .\s human beings, and as 
effective workers, they need a great deal of person-to-
person conference. I'or this elemental r<'ason ("entre 
Ci ty ' s future seems a sound investment . . . as sound 
as anything about our turbulent '•20th Century life. 

In February of 1901 the San Diego Ci ty Plaiuiing 
Dejiartment produced a report entitled 'Centre C i t y -
(JoverruruMital Facilities. ' It described the n<'<'d for 
niiu' dilfcrenl structures, ami we'll get to these in a 
moment. What are the concepts on which the report 
is based? T h e starting point is the clearly evident fa<'t 
that in coming years the bulk of shop|)iug 
activity will take place not downtown but in 
out K ing spots where enterprising merchan­
disers ha\'c set up super shops that appeal 
to tin- car-boriu'. 

Four basic design ideas were ."Settled on by 
('it,\- researchers, ami they capitalized tin* key 
w«>rds. 1) T h e cluster of buildings forming tin-
core of tlu' new <iowntown sliouhl be C O M I ' A ( r. 
scaled to t lie pedest rian. I ' A H K I N C ; H I S I . U -

\oiH.sshould surround thecore.'{) Conflicting 
slri^nn- o| l ia l l ic should be S H I ' A H A I K U for 
sun>otli How. \ ) .Vn effective B A L A N C K should 
be struck between larui used for circulation 
and land used for buildings. 

.\ further and most basic consideration is 
that governm<'nt building should spur appro­
priate private building, a process already set 
in motion by tlic nvw court house, A l io \ c a l l , 
the government facilities shoid«l achieve con-
v«'nicnt relation loeach ot her. .Vnd Iheyshould 
stand out with distinction befitting govern­

ment. . \ \ \ important part of their function will be to 
set a tone of civic beaut>-. 

Not all the C i t y govermnent's space nee<ls can be 
met properly in Centre C i t y . Many branch offices of 
government are springing up in outlying spots, fol­
lowing the .same logic of convenience as the retail 
stoi-cs. the schools and the i)arks. 

Sti l l , there is enough foreseeal)le demand for cen­
tral facilities to recpiire s<'\en city goxernnu'ut bnihl-
ings and two federal buildings. T o figure the proper 
si/e of their buildings the C i t y p<'ople thought in 
terms of the unknown year in which the metropolitan 
.irea will haxc reached a population of thn'c million. 
T h e year (called Ilori/.on ^ car) nuiy be unknow n but 
it is -,iire to conu' befon- the end of the c«Mitury. It 
may <-ome by 

Ci ty office space is now scattered in a number of 
locations and overcrowding is common. Bight now 
there is a shortage of 2J),000 scpiare feet. Or . rather, 
that was the case in 19()lt w hen a study was made. In 
ItXi-i. of cour.se, the shortage is even more trouble­
some. .\lso as of f!M)0 the l*olic«' Department needed 
40,000 scpiare feet more than it had, ami the Fire 
Departfiient needed '2,(i(IO s<piare fe<'l. 

Jumping off into the futur<', the e.\pectation is that 
the Police Dej)artn»ent will m-cd 4,)tt.OOO scpuirc feet 
of central floor space plus .'U.">.000 s(pnir«' fe<t of 
speciali/.<'d off-stre«'t parking space. T h e Fire De | )art-
ment, on the other hand, is cx|)ected to need oidy 
12,000 s<puire feet of central space because so much 
of the department's growth will be in scattered fire 
protect i(ui units. {Continued ue.rt page) 
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T h e oll ice ac t iv i t i es f l ower ing undc-r the leadership 
c»f the M a y o r , the C i t y Counc i l ami the ( i ty M a n ­
ager w i l l need !)(»(>,000 scpuire f<'et by l l o r i / o i i ^'car. 
i f pub l ic denntud fo r govermnent .service coi i t imies 
present I re in ls . \ ' o u might expect a l l these a c t i \ i l i e s 
to be ( (Mi ta incd in one 'c-ity ha l l ' , but the C i ty ' s re­
searchers f o u n d that three bui ld ings were more de-
sirabh' . These three w o u l d be f o r : 1) legislature ami 
t(tp inainigement plus a cer ta in number ot" persoiuiei 
closest to the t o p ; ^i) the nn i in pc)|)ulation of otiice 
workers related to I : Mi specialized c i t y c in | ) io \ec< 
engaged in what m i g h t be called l ight i ndus t ry d a t a 
processing, p r i n t i n g and so o n ) . 

S t u d y was g iven to housing groups 1 and -i in a 
single m a n y - s t o r y b u i l d i n g but the j ) roblem of ver­
t ica l c i n idaticui was considered loo g rea t .Th i s f ac to r 
a long w i t h others ind ica ted t w o bu i ld ings w i t h i n easy 
w a l k i n g distanc e . . . f ive minu te s . I b i i l d i u g M would be 
located sou th o f H r o a d w a y and cast of Front Street 
in an area that looks l i k e l y to emerge as a graphic-
ar ts zone and wou ld be so encouraged by a C i t y 
b u i l d i n g of re la ted c harac ter. T h e locat ion is w i t h i n 
ten minu tes ' wa lk of bu i ld ings I and "2. 

Consu l t i ng the locat ion m a p (page 14), you w i l l 
see that the three bu i ld ings I .V-1 , .V-'-i, .V-.S on t h e n u i p ) 
push east and south frcmi the courthouse ( B-1 I in such 
a i n a n i u ' r as to define a publ ic b u i l d i n g zone tha t 
reaches f o u r blocks « 'as t - to -wes t ami six blocks no r th -
to-.south. T h e huge rectangle so described w i l l con-
t i m i e to inc lude pertiiuMit p r i v a t e bu i ld ings . Some­
wha t o v e r ha l f of the block space w i l l go to public-
b u i l d i n g . 

Site A - 1 on the m a p is the key of keys. I t is nearest 
to the o ld commerc ia l heart of d o w n t o w n which s t i l l 
has .some of the c i t y ' s t op hcjtels. T h e site is thus a 
good one f o r c o n v e n t i o n fac i l i t i es . Conven t ions o f t e n 
recpiire a f l a t - f l o o r hal l w h i c h c-an seat .")000 or so and 
a s loping-f loor ha l l seating about half that munber. 

So, w hile the expcnsi\-c site is a good place fo r 
' c i t y hair, it was decided that (-onxcntion hall and 
<-oncert hal l belong t here too .The unicpu^ combinat ion 
c-ould result in a d i s t i n c t i v e work of archi tec ture 
synd io l i z ing in a memorable way the dynaniic-s as 
well as the d i g n i t y of democra t ic government . 

. \ lso, of course, a (-onventicm hal l ami a conc ert hall 
are long overdue i n the m e t r o p o l i t a n sclienie of things 
here. W h i l e no site w o u l d sa t i s fy <'\-eryom', a site 
h a v i n g the sann' (-entral (-onvcnience as "city hall" is 
deemed appropr ia te , especially w hen there is a chance 
f o r s late a m i c o u n t y help on the f inanc ing , as here. 

T h e terms ronvrutinn hull, ntticcrt hall and city hall 
are u.sed here fo r j ou rna l i s t i c convenience. C i t y o f l i -
cials prefer public a.s:s-cmbly-e.rhibill()ii hall, concert hall-
thcatre and Irgislalirr-top uianaficmrul staff support 

liuihliiuf. respectivel>-. stressing especially that the 
first nanu'd is in tended not on ly for convent ions but 
fo r n u m y c i v i c uses as we l l . .\s o f l i c i a l ly conceived, 
the three bui ld ings comprise a 'conununit \ eoin-<>ursc'. 

We have touched b r i e f l y m)w on the key s t ructures 
wiiercby the C i t y of San Diego expects t o lead our 
historic business center i n t o a new era of f \n i c t iona l 
prosperi ty . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n y o u are urged t o 
consult the C i t y ' s r epor t . 'Cen t re C i t y - Covernmen t 
Fac-ilit ies." 

Police D e p a r t m e n t Heachpiarters can not be l i l t e d 
in to the business center because nun li of the t ra f f i c it 
generates is inccmsistent w i t h the atmosphere being 
sought. Mesides. it should be very close to the free­
way. Site A-() cm the m a p is deemeci appropr ia te . 
-Vgain. a benefit w i l l be the upgrading of a neighbor­
hood. 

Fire- Depa r tmen t I Iead( |uar ters can be f i t t ed in to 
a corner of the l)usiness center on the nu ip ) . 
Nc)ti(-e that this is the ' l i gh t indust ry" i-orner of the 
busiiu'ss center. .Notice also tha t ' F i r e ' is one end of 
the long parade of pub l i c bui ld ings s t re tch ing n o r t h 
to . \ s l i Street . 

T h i s row w i l l be con t inuous ly govermuenta l if the 
Federal ( l o v e r n m c n t decides to locate its office b u i l d ­
ing on the block ( D - 1 ) proposed by the C i t y . T h i s is 
re<-oinmended especially becau.se i t brings Federal 
and C o u n t y c-ourts close together . 

T h e f i m i l f a c i l i t y t aken i n t o account by the C i t y 
i n i t s e f fo r t t o p r i m e the logical r ebu i ld ing of the 
whole area between f reeway and harbor is t he new 
Federal Post Oft ice . T h i s w i l l be ma in ly a d i s t r i b u t i n g 
f a c i l i t y ope ra t ing l i k e a wholesale busimvss, ga ther ing 
g o o d s o r n u i i l f r o m afa r and d i s t r i b u t i n g same th rough­
out the c i t y as recpiired. I t should be m'ar rails and 
freeway. T h e Federal ( i o v e r n m e n t has se l l l ed l en ta -
t ivc ly on site I)-.'{ in the lower right corner of the map . 
I pgrad ing of that ne ighborhood w i l l be an i m p o r t a n t 
bonus too. 

. \ w a t c h f u l tax | )ayer m i g h t wonder i f sonu' of the 
l)uilclings discussed here c-ouldn"t i)e put up on the 
present sites of s t ructures they are go ing to replace. . . 
as the cour thouse and the pub l ic l i b r a r y were. It was 
decided i H ) t . espec-ially bec ause most such sites (Post 
Offic-e. Civic- Centc-r. Polic-e IleadcpncrtersI are badly 
located in te rms of convenienc e f o r pub l i c or workers . 
Besides, enc-ouraging the healthy r e b i r t h of dow-ntown 
is a pa ramount conc-ern in the interest of all the 
citizens. 

I n the new downtc)wn, c i r cu la t ion of peclc>strians 
and vehicles w i l l havc> to be much bet ter managed 
t h a n present cond i t ions p e r m i t . T h e n u i p c)n page 15 
shows the C i t y ' s t h i n k i n g to date on this iin'scai)al)lc 
challenge. T o be cpiite sure w hat y o u are look ing a t . 
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please take the trouhle to eolor in on this nia|) the 
piil)lie i)iiildiiigs as shown on the page 14 map. After 
doing so yon will se<' that the magic green recfjingle 
within which no gronnd-level parking shoiihl he per­
mitted stretches eastward from the zone of puhhc 
hnildings. 

Notice that the <'onventi(>ii hall-coiiccrt hall-city 
hall penetrates tlie car-free rectangle. Notice that it 
also penetrates the light green center of the rectangle. 
This light green center of centers is an area of eight 
blocks in which n o parking shonhi he allowed either at 
gronnd level or ( i h o i r gronnd level. I'nderground 
parking i> a possibility in this i»c<lestrian haven. 

The map picks ont the really imp«irtant stn-els 
(h)\vntowii. Hecause the crosstow n freeway will draw-
off most throngh traffic it becomes p<)ssil>le to think 
of many streets as nmiecessary for throngh traffic. 
Fonrth and Fi f th Streets are the oidy OIH'S that might 
have to cross the grc<'n core, and it may tnrn ont that 
even they will not l)e needed for throngh traffic. 

This is only a preliminary --t ndy of possible lU'w 

traffic relalionslii|)-^. 'I'lie city is in no way committed 
to tlie changes indicated. .Vt the same time it shonld 
be nnderstood that .some snch re-tli inking is recpiired 
to provide a framework within which the develop­
ments outlined here w ill make sens<>. 

The Ci ty Council has committed itself to .site ac-
(piisition for tin* buildings described. The ti tanic pro­
ject is going to l)e pushed ahead as fast as resources 
w il l permit. Some of the financing methods l»eing ex­
plored are: 1) joint City-County-State; i ) special 
Stale and Federal fmids; 3) general obligation t)onds; 
4) special assessfuent bonds; 5) revemie bonds; (5) 
earmarked income; 7) grants and gifts; 8) niortgage 
bomis; 9) lease-purcha.se agreements. 

'I'he Ci ty IManning Department's text ends wi th 
these words: 'Historically, govermnent centers have 
Ix'cn designed as entities with l i t t le relationship to 
the connnunities they .serve. I t is neces.sary to stress 
the relationships. 'I 'hroiigli physical integration of 
public l)uildings with private buihlings a patt<'rn can 
emerge which is a civic design.' 

The forralng of San Dlegans Inc 

by f : W A R T C O O D W I N 

S . \ N D I K ( ; A N S I N C was formed prinuirily hecau.se we 
felt all cities in the r n i f e d States in general, but San 
Diego in particular faced possible failure as a ci ty, 
socially, financially. i)hysically and esthetically. 

We wanted to study the problem with a view t o a 
treatment or cure that would help a 'sick patient'. 
Because of certain trends of imxlern civilization, be­
cause of new freeway systems, because of the auto 
age, the 'heart' of San Diego was weakened and out 
of date. Our l)asic interest, as San Diegans, is the 
entire coinmimity. However, wc recogni/.ed that the 
entire coiiunnnity was in jeopardy if the 'heart'failed 
to perforin its p r o j M ' r functions. We then'fore felt our 
first efforts should be directed in helping the'heart'. 

WewMiited to st udy some of the im|)ortaiit newtools 
that have been forged in recent years f o r re-shaping 
a city into w hat it ought to l)e. w orking for a program 
that would change the trend and nnike San Diego 
into an efficient, lixable and beautiful community. 

I t .seemed to us, as we were awakening, that per­
haps the t iming was right for an even more wide­
spread awakening as to the wn'tchedness of the 
.\merican ( ' i t y . 

In a trade association of my business we recently 
conducted a Trial of the .Vmerican Ci ty : after it had 
been indicted wc endeavored to place the blame. 

'I'he indictment of the .Vmerican Ci ty pointed out 
that it is inefficient, uneconomic and, above al l , i n ­
human. I t strengthens and reinforces the influences 
which degrade Innnan i)ersoiutlity, and it tends to 
suffocate the conditions and atmosphere which would 
dignify the individual, nnike him important and 
foster his growth in personality and character. 

It seemed to us that the legitimate' test of a c i v i l i ­
zation is whether it fosters the growth of the human 
individual; improves his <apacity for joyous l iv ing 
and his love of God and neighbor. The Anierican 
City, by this test, is a colossal failure . . . ami yet the 
.\merican Ci ty is becoming our civilization. A l l of 
our growth is in our major cities, and it is estimated 
that by 1980 80% of our population will live in cities. 
I t is not too much to say that the future of our c i v i l i ­
zation de|>ends upon the future of our cities. I f you 
judg«> that future by the past, or even by the present, 
it would he discouraging indeed. 

We worked up this indictment and I repeat i t here 
becau.se i t seems imperative that the people of the 
country .see oj i r cities in as black and desperate con-

(Coiilinucd on page 23) 
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e1 

14 

A-1 

C I T Y B U I L D I N G S 

P R O P O S E D L E G I S L A T I V E M G M T . 

B L D G . . P U B L I C A S S E M B L Y , 

E X H I B I T I O N A N D C O N C E R T -

• C I T Y - C O U N T Y 
^ ^ B U I L D I N G 
A - B E X I S T I N G C I V I C C E N T E R 

D-1 

T H E A T R E C O U N T Y B U I L D I N G S D-2 
A - 2 P R O P O S E D O P E R A T I O N S 

A - 3 P R O P O S E D S E R V I C E S 

A - 4 P R O P O S E D F I R E H D Q T S . 

B-1 

B-2 

C O U R T H O U S E A N D J A I L 

P R O P O S E D N E W C O U N T Y 

B U I L D I N G 
D-3 

A - 5 E X I S T I N G P O L I C E H D Q T S . 

//// 
« g R E C O M M E N D E D A R E A S F O R 

P O L I C E H D Q T S . 

S T A T E B U I L D I N G S 
A - 5 E X I S T I N G P O L I C E H D Q T S . 

//// 
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Balboa Park 

•-^20^, 
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F U T U R E 
C I R C U L A T I O N 
AND P A R K I N G 

P A T T E R N S 

P R I M A R Y M A J O R S T R E E T 

S E C O N D A R Y M A J O R 

P R O P O S E D T U N N E L 

NO G R O U N D L E V E L 
P A R K I N G 

NO S U R F A C E OR A B O V E 
S U R F A C E P A R K I N G 

P R E F E R R E D P A R K I N G 

R E S T R I C T E D A C C E S S 

N O T E TO R E A D E R : Take a red pencil and 
color in on (his page the public building 
Ideations shown on the opposite page. Vou 
will then be able to see at a glance the rela­
tion of public ljuildings to the pedestrian 
core of tomorrow\i downtown San Diego. 
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Centre City 

ivJiat it /niHif III can to 

San Diego 

h j f J A M E S H R I T T O N 

A F T E R plowing my way carefully through the ( i ty"s 
report on Centre Ci ty I came away wi th a great deal 
more respect for the concept than I had before. M y 
tendency to distrust government planning of public 
buildings was all the stronger because of the court­
house and the public library, both of which I consider 
badly programmed. I ^ t me hasten to add that the 
courthouse location has turned out to be pretty good. 

I n coming to grips wi th the immense problem of 
regenerating its entire downtown the City govern­
ment shows a high level of responsibility to the future. 
This is what government should do, but to see it ac­
tually function in this way is the more amazing 
because the great mass of j)eople in this city is a 
reluctant banker and exerts a great pressure to keep 
its representatives from acting on the necessary .scale. 

Perhaps the public can't be expected to react to a 
calamity before it happens. Most citizens would prob­
ably be cpiite displeased if our downtown got to look­
ing as sad as Market Street in San Franci.sco or 
Broadway in I.os Angeles, jungles of low-grade mer­
chandising both. San Diego's |)lan will prevent that, 
to say the least. 

Do you realize that the pith of this plan is a modern 
version of the village green, beloved of early Amer­
icans? I refer to the rectangle . . . two blocks wide and 
four blocks long . . . for pedestrians only, shown on the 
map, page 1.5. It is true that there will be no church 
on this 'green' and it wil l be packed 
with manyconunercial buildings, but 
the intention is to keep as much park­
like openness as possible. Grass will 
grow in the streets... to good purpose. 
Trees will be plentiful . Sculpture and 
foiuitains are bound to appear. The 
architecture of all the buildings will tt-^ 
be self-con.sciously upgraded as t inu ' 
goes on. 

i n this situation new buildings will 
afford iiu entivc for architects to do " 

tit 

their very best. The opportunity to start things off in 
the right spirit already exists in the northwest corner 
of the coming 'green', the double block bounded by 
Fir.st,Third, ( ' and B Streets.This is the point at which 
the cluster of public buildings can make intimate con­
tact with the walking throng. 

.Vs I prefer to see i t , on this site will be a superbly 
designed concert hall, and just west of it will be a 
convention hall. Residents and visitors drawn by 
these will nat urally filter east ward through the 'green" 
to reap the satisfactions of the urban adventure. A 
gay and teeming spirit should prevail. 

Without the competition of cars, people themselves 
in all their variety will be the richest decoration of the 
scene, and that wi l l comprise a telling transformation 
even if much of the present architectural jumble re-
niains. But property owners will be happy and should 
l)e able to invest amply in architectural wonders. 
I expect them to 'show' the critics. 

Rising high in the sky out of the convention hall-
concert hall complex wil l be 'ci ty hall* with windows 
all around for Mayor, ('ouncilmen and City Manager 
to watch out upon their city like the lifeguards they 
are. Fit t ingly enough, t hey . . . and the conventioneers 
below them . . . wil l be installed on a site formerly oc­
cupied by a bustling bunch called IVj) Boys. There 
will be new pep in the town. 

The City has not announced plans to keep all cars 
out of the 'green'. I n fact the small diagram repro­
duced here shows contemplated auto flow. But I con­
fidently assume that circumstances will inevital)ly 
dictate a ban of all cars within the eight blocks.There 
will be no cars in sight. Six roads that now cross 
through the 'green' will not do .so any more. Two 
others. Fourth and F i f t h Streets, arc likely to tunnel 
under the 'green' if it is found inadvisable to chop 
them off. 

I ' n t i l the crosstown freeway wa.s blue|)rinted no 
sane councilman would have dreamed of chopping off 
streets in the mi<Idle of downtown. The freeway not 
only permits it but .seems to say plaiidy that it is a 
wise thingtodo.Tomorrow's thick streams of through-

traffic can not po.ssihly be tolerated 
there as pedestrians mult iply. 

Surrounding the 'green' will be a 
plenty of parking garages many sto­
ries in the air. There is some talk of 
at least one layer of parking under 
much of the eight-block 'green,' par-
ticularly to serve the Clrant Hotel's 
needs. IIowe^•e^,that is thought to be 
discouragingly expensive, especially 
becau.se it wil l run afoul of complicat­
ed u t i l i ty lines. 

[1 

11.1 
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M y feeling' is thai |)arkiii<( uiulcr the |)e<h-sfriaii 
preservf is a •must.' But . . . instead of (iigfriiig below 
ground for this it seems far better to raise the entire 
pedestrian |)reserve to seeond-storv h'vel. Convert all 
the present streets and th<' first floors af buildings for 
|)arking. Raise the slio|)s ami the entrances of l jui ld­
ings to the scconti story. Roof over all the streets 
with eonerete ami earth to fallout-shelter sju-eifiea-
tions . . and you will be (piite ready for the hrave new 
world. 

. \n advantage of the ()roee(jure sketched ahove is 
that it w ill m)t be necessary for uti l i ty ri 'pair crew s 
to < ()nstantly interru|)t the pedestrian |)ageant with 
tlu'ir messN- operations. Amither advantage is that 
few er layers of parking wil l l>e needed abo\c sidew alk 
le\ el if there is a good deal of |)arking below . 

Si(h'walks at second-story level appeal to nie for 
another important reason. Ome they are put into 
operation in this central 'green" I can see the demand 
for them growiiig until much of the broad sweej) from 
freeway to harbor is so treated. I'nder such a process 
we should be able to rcdiscox er San Diego I h i y as the 
gorgeous esthetic asset it is. So im' eh'vated prome­
nades could stretch all the way to the waterfront 
from the new city lui l l , and nuiny of the low-lying 
warehon.ses .serving the harbor coidd be roofed over 
with grass-bearing and free-bearing earth to form a 
bayside |)ark that otherwis<> could lu'ver be. Inntgine 
the ugliness of Tenth .\venue Pier so concealed, (ias 
storage tanks could be cut dow n and concealed too. 

An exfensi\e bayside park atop the warehouse^ 
would invite the emcrg<Mice of high rising apartment 
hou.ses there, a l iving location most convenient for 
downtown workers. This would m)t hap|)en luwt year 
or nexf decade e \ cn . but it is a n^asonable expecta­
tion for our jain-|)acked future. 

I f yoii think I am far-fetching, you may wish to 
reHeef that man-made |)lafeaus for pedestrians, with 
ears beneath, are begiiming to figure in the designs 
of highly respected a n hitects. Wnrster, Beriuirdi and 
Ianim>ns proceeded so in their plans for the (iolden 
(Jateway renewal |)roject on t lu ' wat»M-front in San 
Francisco. In New York X'ictor (Jruen has made 
studi<\s foi- an in\-estmenf group that proposes lo huy 
a whole islaml in the Mast River: his idea is to cover 
the entire island with several layers of 'basement' in 
which auto traffic, |)arking, wan^housing and other 
untiMider uses will be dei)loye<I: rising al)0\-e all this 
will he apartment houses ami all the desired accou-
tremcnt> of the less ncrxons life, car-free if not care­
free. 

I n San Diego we actually have an excellent ex­
ample of this |)rim iple already functioning. I refer to 
the Mission \'allev Center, where the |)edestrian mall 

Separation of pedestrians and cars is ejfectircli/ handled 
here' Shops and mall above, parking below. 

is above a layer of j)arking ami is easily reached by 
moving ramp. .Vrchilects responsible were \ . C. ^ lar-
f in & .\ssociat«'s and Frank L. Hope & Associates. 

IMatcauing' would be a good long-range objective 
in any ca-̂ c. .Vnd. to get a big start in the right direc­
tion, if vast sums are really going to be spent on fa l l ­
out shelters some of the money might go into a pro­
gram that also looks forward to a hcalthif l ife for 
millions. 

Meanwhile, back at F i f th and C, the 'green' w i l l be 
ripening. Hy modern construction standards the en­
tire pecfestrian platform can be built on piers so widely 
space(l that w heeled traffic can flow freely throughout 
the ground floor. Delivery trucks will then move 
easily into the basements of buildings they serve. 
.\utoists w ill f imi parking slots close below their points 
of destination. When rapid transit comes, as it must, 
the lines for it can be laid out with relative ease. 

.\bove the platform, new buildings need not fol low 
the rigid gridiron lines of the old city. E.speeially 
within the eight-block 'green', buildings and open 
space can !)<• stmlied in relation to each other. Equal 
measures of public and private land could be traded 
for optimum use. The result could well be one of the 
wonders of the modern world architecturally. 

I si is | )ect careful stndics would show that the k ind 
of drastic public works program im|)lied here would 
m)t cost more over a long {)erio(I than a less imagimi-
tive, less convenient program, if one counte<I in the 
dollar value of all the advantages riding in the t ra in 
of the bett<'r schedule. 

.Vs for the private |)roperty involved in adjust ing 
to a |)e(lestrian |)lateau, most of th<> bigger luiildings 
have fram<'s that would withstand the alterations. 
Lesser buildings are likely to be rc|»laced soon. In 
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many rases it will IK" desirahlr to leave huildiiifis. 
l)lock.s, even groups of Mocks, as is for some time. 

A program of sueli scope must be gradual in the 
extreme, but the time is now for a master plan and a 
.set of rules to assure compatibility in all new striic 
tnres. . \ t the very least the City should re(piire l l ial 
new buildings of nuijor consecpience in the heart of 
<lowntown have their second stories at a s|>ecified 
elevation for ready conversion. Similarly, warehouses 
and other structures near the waterfront should be 
limited to a specified height. 

You will notice that what started out as a critiipie 
of the City's plan for a grouping of government facili­
ties promptly wandered off the edge of the group to 
talk about a 'green' that is only hinted at in the ( ' i ty's 
report and a harbor that is barely mentioned. In 
coming months O.MNI.ART will discuss public building 
design extensively. .V siieculent foretaste is l-l()\(l 
Ruocco's theatre analysis on page 5 of this issue. 

To me the first consideration is that the 'green' and 
the harbor must be linked in any sufficient plan for a 
downtown worthy of the bulging year 'iOOO. Hy lliat 
talismanic date I fu l ly expect the public to be in­
tolerant of any but the highest grade of urban desiijii. 

I don't want to leave the impression that the ( ' i ty's 
own experts in urban design are not ca[)able of dis­
covering the ideal. We ha|)|>eii to have an exce|)tioiial 
roster of talents engaged in city managemeiif ;in«l 
city planning. Also, our business leaders are rapidly 
reaching new levels of design awareness. The fu l l 
scope of their thinking could hardly be re\caled iii a 
report intende<l to stress only the most urgent down­
town issues. We may look fo iuard to further reports 
dealing ful ly with the 'green.' the harbor ami i)ther 
subjects such as those suggesle<l by the /.one sk<'tch. 

It should be remembered t hat San Diego ha^ a rich 
heritage of urban designs since the Nolan Plan of 
1!)().S. Some of them ha\-e been carried out noltly. as 
Balboa Park and Mission Hay. bnt e\-eii in I liese 
degeneration has to be fought constantly. Other de­
signs have collapsed ignobly. In pari iciilar dowiit own 
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looked likely to become an unsavory as|)halt jungle 
in the late .>()'s. Now our business and political leaders 
lia\<' found a |)ath out of the confusion ami onuard 
to ( ix i l i /at ion. 

l l ' a r n i i K j : then- is dang<'r that t lu ' leadtMs seeing 
light at the edge of the jungle will run too fast ami 
fall into the trap of crude design, lint they feel that 
it is urgent to gel up a momentum of action. '!'<) push 
the linaucing. bnsiness gifts of 1..) to ^2 million dollars 
have been promis<Ml for the Community Concourse 
and there is hope of bringing it to completion (three 
biiihlingsi for about $ 11,0()().()()(). That is not much 
money for what is in\-ol \ i 'd . 

.Vrcliilects for the \ aiious bnildiiigs may ha\ e been 
chosen by the time this sees print. There was talk of 
a c()iii|)elitioii toget the liest but t his excellent method 
was altaiidoned because of the lime factor. 

Will t he promise of ('(uitre ("ity hold up? Will there 
be siillicieiit iiiast<-r planning of the site? Wil l the 
separation of pedestrians and cars be elfectixe? Wil l 
point less sl reel s be closed? Wil l t he <irl of architecture 
llourish? These are (piestions lo which every well-
iiiteiilioned citi/.«Mi should apply his powers of mind 
and his powers of persnasion. In the next few months 
there will still be a chance to inllucnec the (piality. 
.\rtei- that we will be committed to l i \ i i i g with the 
concrete i)roof of our cis ic ability. 

• .1 / / cliihoriitc iiitxici of (Idinilinni San l)iv<jo Is bring 
s/ion'n currcntlji al rarloiis locdlioiis. This photo of llw 
modi I ijirrs o roinjh idea of possible (ippcdnmcf of von-
iiiilion hall {saiiar iloini'), council cliaiiihcr I half ijra pc-
frnil) u-ilh hii/h-risc 'cili/ hall', .\c.stlinii Inloir latter is 
the cojiccrt hall-ciric theatre. 

18 O M N I A H 1 



Centre City 
. . . a tivti-Ufvpuni ( i p p K H K li 

hi/ . lAMKS T. Y A M A M o r o 

i( ity IManner James ^'a!nanu)to was head of the 
team that dcNcioped the Centre Cit\- prospectus. 
This year he is employed by Denver on a similar 
assignment. When asked to connnent on Centre City 
he replied by writ ing f o r o.MMAur as follow\s. The 
editor chose to put emphasis on the word plan each 
time it appean'rl liecause i t represents a value we 
shonld face up to even if it is part of the abhorred 
socialist ideology.) 

T O D A Y Centre City is not a plan: it is an a|>proacli 
to a plan. \n a|)j)roach w hich as yet has m)t developed 
into a workal>le schenu'. 

Centre Ci ty , to dale, can be descrilx'd as a n op­
portunistic venture in the redevelopment of the cen­
tral San Diego area. It is a foothold into a joint ven­
ture of conmiunity developm<-ut . . . a necessary foot­
hold in a venture which is essentially pragnuitic. 

The a|)pr()ach <loes m)t have the overtones of 
I lopian planners whose mincemeats are concocti'd 
w i t h illusory romanticism. This is not to denu'an the 
necessary role of Utopianism in civic improvcuient, 
l)ut rather to emphasize and underscore the practi­
cality of the Centre Ci ty aj)proach . . . the funda­
mentals of which can lead to a directt'd change of 
our e»Mitral area, hospitable t o artistic innovations 
of today and tomorrow tailored by the sound judg­
ments of finaiu'ial n-sponsibility. 

The two points that I would like to dwell upon are 
the necessity of a Centre Ci ty plan and the pragmatic 
<-haracter of the four basic design concepts. 

The Centre Ci ty approach to date has been almost 
w holly w ithin the framework o f the City's role in the 
<-enlral area . . . a role w hich explicitly involved the 
choices o f c i \ ic building sites predetermined on the 
basis of function and acceptance of responsibility for 
community de\-elopment. 

I 'xisling conditions at that time provided the con­
text from which oj)portuuistic decisions were iruide 
regarding the locational choices of civic f)uildings. 
These locational decisions and commit incuts alone 
do not constitute a plan. They were ba.sed upon a 
framework of a plan. This framework must be fu l ly 
developed in a plan which incor|)orates an agreed 
upon course of action towards a predetermined goal... 

in order to have both substance and efTect. ( 'cut re 
City is not a plan: it can l)e, it must be. 

A Centre Ci ty plan is necessary as a device to elicit 
|)olitical responsibility and community support. The 
development of Centre Ci ty is not the responsibility 
of a small segment of the community. I t is a com­
munity responsibility as illustrated f)y the leading 
role of the Ci ty buttressed by ccmimunity support. 
This plan should serve as a unifying agent wdiile re­
ducing conflicts and disjointed activities. 

The problems of connnunity development are be­
coming increasingly complex. Con.sequently, it pays 
to plan.The plan a t temj j t s to minimize the fortuitous, 
thus reducing the diseconomies of uncoordinated ex­
penditures of private and public funds within the 
environment of a slow-reacting land market. The 
;;/(//( should not purport to eliminate the.se disecono­
mies, it should attempt to minimize them. Can you 
afford not to plan? 

The four liasic design concepts . . . compactness, 
separation of traffic, parking reservoirs and a l)alance 
syst<'in of transport . . .are the framework of a plan 
when efTectively and ingeniously applied. Each of 
these concepts alone cannot bear the weight of an 
etTective plan. I'2ach must be thought of as parts of a 
whole, together constituting a sturdy framework 
upon which r<'sts the Centre City plan. 

These four design concepts ar<> essentially |>rag-
matie. When prop<M-ly a]>|)lied within the changing 
physical environment of Centre City their manifesta­
tions w ill provide economy, harmony and a challenge 
for esthetic maturation. These concepts should yield 
the follow ing effects: 1) a more productive utilization 
of land by promoting accessibility to Centre C i t y . . . 
accessibility being a prime determinant of land use; 
"2} a financial windfall to Centre Ci ty |>roperty ow ners 
by providing for an efficient utilization of non-pro­
ductive land (streets) and the provision of (onsoli-
daled parking units (reservoirs) off-site, permitt ing 
fuller utilization of space for higher inciune producing 
enterprises: S) a pedestrian-oriented core based upon 
the assumption that not all activities can be tran.s-
acted f rom within a stationary vehicle: and 4) a 
challenging physical environment within which a va­
riety of esthetic pleasures can l)e experienced. 

These are not Utopian dreams on w hich ephemeral 
ideas fade. These are sound economic ideas on w liich 
practical schemes can flourish within a delightful 
milieu, ^"ou must take advantage of the foothold you 
have achieved in this joint venture. The diversity of 
our culture l)ears witness as an indictment against 
tho.se of us who would attenuate the ameliorative 
powers of change, of innovation, of beauty and of 
balance. Can you aflford not to plan? • 
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Are Strong and Durable 

Uniform distribution of stress in truss joints elimi­
nates sagging and prevents plaster cracking 

Stimulate Creative Design 

.Architects enjo\' frei-dom of room arraiigemeius h\ 
specifying ("lang-Nail long-span trussi's and elimi-
natiiiK inlcrior bearing-walls 
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UODUf Y ^T^K-ES C9 
January^ I 9 6 I 

More and more San Diego a r c h i t e c t s 
are switclilng to BOARDEX.. •the new 
polyster drawing board cover f i l m 
from Dietzgen. This f l a t ^ firm, 
glare-proof f i l m i s the j)erfect 
drawing foundation, whether you 
draft on vellum, cloth, or f i l m . 
Made by Dietzgen and available only 
at Rodney Stokes Co. C a l l for your 
free samples...BElmont 2 - 6 2 3 I . 

CONGRATS TO SM DIEGO CHAPTER, 
A.I.A., FOR "0M3}IIART"...A FINE 
NEW PUHLICATIONi 

Get your p r i n t e d t i t l e blocks from 
Rodney Stokes ' new, we11-equipped 
lithographic dept. These sharp, 
c l e a r , personalized t i t l e blocks 
are easy to use... always reproduce 
p e r f e c t l y . New low p r i c e s . . . f a s t 
d e l i v e r y . 

Have you seen Dietzgen's new 
DRAFTING MEDIA CATALOG? Greatest 
one yet...loaded with time and 
money saving t i p s . There's a free 
copy for you at Rodney Stokes Co. 

Speedi That's the s p e c i a l t y of 
Rodney Stokes' blueprint dept.... 
f a s t , accurate, ECONOMICAL work... 
two s h i f t s for on-schedule p r i n t s 
plus free pick-up and d e l i v e i y . 

Have you seen Rodney Stokes' new 
HALF SIZE camera? This one saves 
you money on p r i n t s for bidders. 
C a l l for more information...or 
stop i n and see t h i s new machine. 

O f f S f r PHINJIHG 
MAPS 

EHGIHEERIHG SUPPLIES 
OUAFTIHG EQUIPMEHT 

J/?0 AHO E S T . • BE 2 - 6 2 3 1 

K ( l f t o r ' s O t n r t l b u S iConlin^nlfm,,. iHujcS) 

400 people. Adjacent to thi.s, is another hnildin^, are 
four conference anditoriunis located wit h reference to 
laboratories and subsidiary spaces. 

'The future will most certainly prove that this lay­
out is not too vast in terms of the need in the Western 
Hemisphere.The imafjination is challenged and one 
cannot view a facil i ty of this scale without experienc­
ing a profound spirit af admiration for the foresight, 
humanitarian ideals and political wisdom of those 
who have made it a reality". 

T i l l : s.^N D i K K o s v . M F i K i N ^ was O i l the verge of col-
laps»> a year ago. This .season it is selling Ix ' l l c r . 
p l ; i \ jug better, l i s Xox cinbor coiucrl was thoroughly 
pn pared. Musical Director lOarl Bernard Mur ray is 
a determined young man who knows that a conduc­
tor's career is always in peril . . . Many Symphony 
musicians also |)lay in the Sherwoo<l Hall Orchestra 
conducted by Daniel L«'wis, who is at the intense top 
of his form after a year of rich study abroad. I ' p and 
coming are new waves of serious musicmakers lieing 
trained in tim Civic Youth orchestras under direct ion 
of Lawrence ('hristianson who therefore no longer 
ha-, time to play French horn in the Symphony. 

Success te €mniart 

H O P E 
C O N S T R U C T I O N C O 

G E N E R A L B U I L D I N G C O N T R A C T O R 

3 5 2 5 F I F T H A V E N U E . S A N D I E G O 3 , C A L I F O R N I A 
C Y 7 - 3 5 8 7 

Building a Reputation of Quality Since 1946 
Commercial • Industrial • Residential • Remodeling 

J E R O M E H O P E 

.1 \ \ 1 \ li V 1 !( ti -2 1 



Permanent ProtettiveCoatiiig 1 

D E S C O V I T R O - G L A Z E OF SAN DIEGO 

Your specialist who knows and understands local conditions ... H o p k i n s 3-5525 

* Plastic Signs, Displays 
^ Neon Signs and Displays 
* Service, Maintenance 
* Modernizing Present Signs and Displays 
* Free Sign Designs and Estimates 

Building Exterior Modernization 

California Neon Products offers 
complete facilitie.s for new ttesigii, 
fabrication, engineering and 
installation of porcelain i-naniei. 
California Neon Producl.s are 
pioneer.s in ttie field of porcelain 
enamel coating--^ on aluminum 
and Aluminized Steel. 
If your needs require a durable, 
attractive, permanent finish, with 
long term economy and low' 
maintenance cost, call or write for 
full information without obligation. 

6r///*/(̂ ;/ n/V/ ff(()7i products 
4530 M I S S I O N G O R G E P L A C E S A N D I E G O 20, C A L I F O R N I A P H O N E A T 3-2191 
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dition as they a<tuall\- ai«'. in order that there can be 
an acceptance of the extensive action that nnist be 
taken to renmke them into what they ought to he. 
I lowcver.at t In- saine I ime t ha t our people are brought 
to an understanding of the f r ightful conditions of our 
cities, they must also be made to see the enormous 
hojjes which have emergi'd in the form of powerful 
new tools for n*planning. re;M'w ing, ; \ i u \ reorganizing 
our metro|)olitau an'as. 

The hope lies in what < !ti/eus, elected officials and 
their stall's co.ild do in working together. 

.Vfler aralyzing the enlin- problem and |)lacing the 
blame al one time ar another on elected officials and 
slalf workers, and iilamiiig business groups, we finally 
ended up by imlicting ourselves ami our own trade 
asso< iatious; au<l it was in this same frame of mind, 
ami be<ause of this .same type of indictment, that 
San Diegans Inc was formetl, so t hat t he participating 
citizens could t ry and work their way out from under 
the onerous indictment and the .s<Mitence that could 
well be im|)osejl u|)on o.ir children to live in the 
wretched cities that our present metro|)olitan areas 
could hecome. 

It is now the obj«'clive of San Diegans Ine, with 
the elecl«'d officials of t he ( ' i t \ ' of San Diego, the ('ity 
Manager ami the staff of persons working with the 
City, that wedevelo|>a conipr«'hensi\ j ' |)lau and pro-
lu ani from know ledge and experience we are workini; 
to a<-hieve; that we work on an overall project for the 
metropolitan San Diego area; that we maintain the 
program hased on the ('onviction that San Diego can 
he re-sha|ied into a slumless, blight less, efficient com­
munity of hunninized neighborhoods where peo|)le 
are more important than automobiles, and where the 
City is our servant for good living rather than our 
oppressive, sullen, soulless ?naster. 

Siiu'<' man's heginning, he has been occupi<M| by a 
great desire to see into the futiu'c. Through the ages, 
he has consulted fortune tellers and oracles . . . 
prompted not only by idle curiosity, but l;ecause he 
realized that a person knowing the future could make 
plans, take precautions, make investments which 
would enable him to cajjitalize on a myriad of oj)-
portunities. 

Modern man is no different, l ie still yearns to see 
what lies ahead. Hut modern man. at least, is dis­
covering li ' liable oracles . . . pro|>liets who. instead of 
consulting stars, turn to electronic computers, scien­
tific surve\s. statistical formulas and growth indexes, 
and sound city planning departmenis as a means of 
measuring the future. Hy doing so, men o f foresight 
and daring can shape their ow n ilesliny and the path 
of things to come. 

Building Counselors 

and Suppl iers 

for San Diego Archi tects 

for over 50 Years 

Serving 

the San Diego Area 

from two convenient 

locations: 

1566 South 28th Street 

B E 9-8038 

4009 Rosecrans 

CY 8-9871 

D I X I E L I N E 
L U M B E R 

C O M P A N Y 
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Congratulations 

t o 

A I A 

f r o m 

C R O W N C O 

Congratulations 

t o 

A I A 

f r o m 

Phillips Floor Co 

L L O V I ) l { I ( ) ( ( ( ) : < I.Srnt: ( rrV. .. continued from iHiy,-

people of San Diego for a great nniny years. Wilne.ss 
onr apathy in the face of onr eivie theatre facilities. 
Our eily has grown tremendonsly in the war years 
(ami will eontiinie to <io so as part of Sonthern Cali­
fornia), yet many San Diegans eontinne lo think of 
San Diego as though if were still a >niall town. 

"One of the reasons for this is that most people do 
not have an acute perception of the trend of chang<*: 
do not reali/.e the increasing tempo of things in geiu'-
ral, of chanfic in art. in nnuniers. in means of living, 
valnes altainahle and goals to he sought. 

".Ml this is reflected in the pmhleni of the modern 
tiieatre-eoneert hall. must exteiid our horizons, 
not only in the problems of the auditorium, where 
comfortahle seating, good acoustics, and .scientific 
lighting are needed, hut etpially .so in the nmtter of 
ade(pntte hackstage facilities; the realization of the 
need for an experimental theatre, an orchestral prac­
tice hall, a rehearsal theatre (with stage facilities ex­
actly similar to the main auditorium I . and last hut 
far from least, a line foyer. If the hneU staue facilities 
are on the proportion of taking twice as much space 
as the main jiuditorium in order lo funclion prop<Mly. 

so must the entrance foyer and the conversation .sahm 
(for intermissions) he greatly increaseti in size over 
our present n.sage, if an air of pleasure an<l gracious-
ues-" are lo he atlained. 'rheic should he an excelleid 
restaurant, with iiuJoorand outdoor dining, a cafe for 
enlre-act refreshments, a suhdued hut elegant cock­
tail loimge for those of the jaded spirit (or the hon 
vivant), a pavilion for viewing all that is the latest in 
the plastic arts, an u|)-to-date art lihrar\-. county 
wide in funcdion. a record library for music lovers. ;i 
paintiji^' and seuli)fure circulafin^f gallery (so that 
these neces.silies of |)crceptive living can he readily 
available fo all). There should also he stnrlios for 
work and study, a school of the theatre (it has been 
said that there is nu)re talent here in San Diej^o than 
any other city of its size), and a general head(|narters 
for the association of all art interests in the county. 

' . \ l l these things aic ;i niu>t tOr ;i connnunity that 
really loves art. They are expensive, but they are also 
indispensable,sincetheyenliven an<l enrich the results 
of all our other enterpri.ses and activities. They open 
the eyes, show us order and pm"po.se and beauty for 
which to strive: and |»ara(loxi(ally spotlit;ht the ugli­
ness, indecision and selfishm*ss to be f<»ught againsl. 
They sharpen self-a|)praisal and destroy provim-ial-
ism. In short, the arts are one of the most im|)ortanl 
roads upon which a unified, urbane, social viewpoint 
can be reached. I will go a stc]) findher: those <,'oals. 
that enriched c<)iumunit\- spirit, the full scope of al­
truism, can only be achieved fhrou'di f l i ; - arts." 
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Custom and 

Standard 

Arch i tec tu ra l 

Anod ized 

A l u m i n u m 

Gr i l les 

and 

Sun Screens 

by 

ARCHITECTURAL 
SALES 
4585 South Alameda Street 

Los Angeles, California 

Adams 2-5001 

Design Study by F R A . N K L . H O P E A A S S O C I A T E S 

w e 

Specialists in i n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

and sound sys tems across the na t ion 

a concept of quality 

cal l for local expert ass is tance 

in p lann ing and eng inee r i ng 

EXECUTONE SYSTEMS | SAN DIEGO 
5803 M I S S I O N G O R G E ROAD • SAN D I E G O 20, C A L I F O R N I A • AT 3-6206 
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WHATEVER YOU'RE 
PRINTING 

. , . WE LL 0 0 IT FOR 
LESS BY LITHO! 

Finest l i t h o g r a p h repro­
d u c t i o n o f book le t s , bro­
c h u r e s , p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 
f o l d e r s — any p r i n t e d 
m a t t e r ! 

SAN DIEGO 
LITHOGRAPH CO. 

SAN DIEGO'S LARGEST 
STOCK OF P R E C I S I O N 
E Q U I P M E N T A N D I N ­
STRUMENTS FOR ENGI­
N E E R S , A R C H I T E C T S , 
A R T I S T S ! O v e r 1 7 . 0 0 0 
I tems o n our shelves, 
i n c l u d i n g K&E p r o d u c t s ! 
SAN DIEGO ENGINEERS 

SUPPLY COMPANY 

s m i c i 
m r s 

STOP-WATCH 
FAST 

SERVICE THAT'S STOP­
WATCH FAST—San Diego 
Blue Print . " I n at eve­
n i n g , out in m o r n i n g " 
se rv ice on blue p r i n t s , 
Vandykes and Diazotypes 
at reasonable cos t . 
SAN DIEGO BLUE PRINT 
CO*LA JOLLABLUE PRINT 
C O M P A N Y , GL 4 0 9 4 1 

MICRO-MASTER 1 0 5 M M 
MINIATURIZATION—New 
f i l m service assures per­
f e c t accuracy in m i n i a ­
t u r i z a t i o n and b low-backs 
of engineer ing d rawings 
. . . saves thousands o f 
hours and d o l l a r s ! 
PHOTO D I V I S I O N - S A N 
DIEGO BLUE PRINT CO. 

FINEST COATED BLUE 
PRINT STOCK IN THE 
WEST—avai lab le by the 
m i l e ! E v e r y t h i n g f o r copy 
r e p r o d u c t i o n i n s t a n t l y 
a v a i l a b l e — o r d e r by 
phone o r l e t t e r ! 

SAN DIEGO 
REPRODUCTION 

PRODUCTS COMPANY 

One Call for All BE 2-6191 
SAN DIEGO BLUE PRINT CO. 
1127 FOURTH AVENUE, SAN DIEGO • ALSO LA JOLLA BLUEPRINT CO., 7438 GIRARD, GL 4-0491 

I . . . . .'^ • • •• 
THE MAY CO. — heart of the ultra-modern, multi-million dollar Mission 
Valley Shopping Center. 

SAN D m mSTRESSED mmnm 

The funct iona l beauty in the new construc­
t ion age of concrete can only be unleashed 
by u n i n h i b i t e d a r c h i t e c t s w i t h t echn i ca l 
minded producers . 

Today, in San Diego, prestressed is com­
peti t ive! Arch i tec ts can capture beauty-in-
mot ion . . . des ign youthful ly and sti l l obtain 
basic economy wi thout fear. Local plant and 
local labor mean split-second availabil ity, 
assurance and service. 

sail d i c g o 

an affiliate of 
products 

other affiliates of Rock Products 

mmLimnm m m m c m m m . S A H o m m m t r - m x m 

Texas Street at Friars Road RO. Box 3247 San Diego 3, California CYpress 8-0551 



by 

A C O U S T I p E L O T E X 
Sound Conditioning Products 

E i g h t c o n v e n i e n t S a n D i e g o 

County s to res f e a t u r i n g an out­

s t a n d i n g s e l e c t i o n of f i ne wal l 

cover ings and qua l i t y Sherwin-

Wi l l iams pa in ts . 

Your widest choice of ceiling tile for 1, 2, and 4 hour 

U L F I R E - R A T E D Assemblies. 

Great ly \aried in tfxture. pattern, and edge detail. 

Protectone mineral fiber tiles invite new approaches t i > 
room design. Tested by Underwriters Laboratories for 

fir<' relardancy with various floor or eeilinp 

construction asseiidjiies. 

T y p i c a l of the wide selection of Protectone tiles 

available is the Natural Fissured pattern (illustrated) 

. . . with the classic b<auty and travertine appearance 

that only natural Assuring provides. 

C a l l on Hackett Ceiling & Lighting Company to consult 
with you on any acoustical ceiling plan. We will be 
pleased to supply complete product information, 
acoustical specifications, and samples, without 
obligation. 

*Trade Mark 

H A C K E T T C E I L I N G & L I G H T I N G , I N C . 
P . O . B O X 3575 , S A N D I E G O , C A L I F O R N I A P H O N E C Y P R E S S 7-1801 

* 

D O W N T O W N 

C H U L A V I S T A 

E L C A J O N 

E S C O N D I D O 

L A J O L L A 

L A M E S A 

N O R T H P A R K 

P A C I F I C B E A C H 
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NEW 
HEIGHTS 
FOR 
HOME 

i 
H»HI FIDIKAL t A V I N » t 

iH l lU 
For more than a quarter-century. Home Federal Savings & Loan As.sociation has served the City 

and County of San Diego. Construction of this 20-levcl headcjuartcrs — designed for Home by Frank L . Hope & 

As.sociates — symbolizes the remarkable rise of the company and the conununity. Today Home has more 

than 70,000 savers and more than a quarter-billion dollars in assets. I t is San Diego's largest 

savings and loan association. Home has consistently granted loans exceeding those of any other San Diego 

financ ial institution. Through j)articipation in the sound growth of Greater San Diego, Home ( ontinucs 

to rise to new heights. 

FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIAT ION OF SAN DIEGO 

DOWNTOWN SAN D I E 6 0 , Broadway at 7 l h , BE 9-7581 • NORTH PARK, 3 0 t h S t ree t near U n i v e r s i t y . 
CY 7 -2851 • COLLEGE CENTER, Co l l ege Ave. a t El C a j o n B l v d . . JU 3-1292 • EL CAJON, S o u t h 
M a g n o l i a a t Douglas , H I 2 -9201 • PACIFIC BEACH, Garne t a t Cass. HU 8-1031 • FEDERAL-
EUCLID, Federa l Bou levard at E u c l i d , CO 2-8661 • ESCONDIDO, 200 West Grand, SH 5-2222 
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f ^ / ) 1 / ] 'T}"()7i)/'l ' " " ' ^ Arcliitccts alxivc were winners in the Seventh Annna! Gold 
V ^ l lU X / iftVl.l Trowel Award competition, .s|)onsored by the Plastering & Lathing Inst i tute of 
San Diego. The ainnnil contest is held to honor those who have made major contributions to the beauty of 
San Diego architecture through their affective and imaginative nse of lath and plaster in design. Julian ('ale, 
field service director of the institnte, made the award presentations December l.'Jth at the annual meeting of 
the San Diego Chapter of the American Institnte of Architects at the La Jolla Beach and Tennis Club. 

Eugene Weston i i i , A I A . partner in the firm of Liebhardt and Weston, won first place in the Interior Divis ion 
of the com|)etition for his use of pla.ster in the Islandia Restaurant, 1441 Qnivira Road, Mission Hay Park. 
Weston .said, regarding his award-winning job, 'Many-faceted, non-rectangular ceilings suggested use of a 
plastic material for ea.se of installation, .\coustic (piality, cost, fire insurance, and uniform te.xtural character 
were adtlitional factors which influenced our selection of lath and plaster.' 

Second place honors in the interior division went to Richard John Lareau for his design of the entrance lobby 
in the new library building at California Western University. Deems-Martin, A.ssociates took third place 
honors for u.se of plaster in the Crabtree Office Building, 313 X Street, San Diego. 

William Krisel, of Palmer & Krisel, A I A , won the first place award in the Exterior Division for his u.se of 
stucco on the Beth Israel School of Religion, at Thi rd and Maple Streets, San Diego. 'Due to its plastici ty, 
plaster was chosen for this project as it was the only material that could be used in this shape within allowable 
loads for a frame building and still give a feeling of .solidity and fpial i ty of material, ' Krisel commented. 
"The cost of achieving this form was most rea.sonable in stucco.' 

Second place honors in the exterior division of the contest went to Donald Schoell, A I A , and P^ugene Geritz 
for their use of plaster on the Rees Office Building Number "Z, at 3'-23(> F i f th Ave., San Diego. The award-
winning architects .said that the whiteness and uniformly coar.se textured planes of the integral color plaster 
were contrasted with the terra-cotta color, and provided permanence of design and ease of maintenance. 

Homer T. Delawie, A I A , won third place lioiu)rs for his use of plaster on the recently complete<l walrus 
enclosure in the San Diego Zoo. 

Since the medical profession has disf)rovcd the validity of 'an ap|)le a day kc< |)> 
the doctor away', so should the <iesign professions .set aside the time-worn adage 

that if you can't say anything nice, don't .say anything at all. Criticism as we choo.se to define it should not 
be the word assassiiuition of persoiuilities. but a detailed, documented analysis or evaluation of the design 
subject. Whether we in the profession agree with a crititpie is of les.ser importance than the intellectual s t im­
ulant that it |)ro\-okes to ask our own (piestions and .seek our own answers with respect to not oidy the physical 
rc(piirements of our work but the esthetic and spiritual values as well. 

The not-so-humorous cliche that 'doctors bury their mistakes while architects build theirs' carries a very 
sobering t ruth , for, in the design professions, and particularly in architecture, the end result is a permanent 
addition to. or detraction f rom, the conununity's total environment. The permanence of our work is in itself 
a challenge to the arts, skills and wisdom of the design professions to achieve and maintain leadership in 
sha|)ing San Diego's physical and esthetic environment. 

With the first i.ssue of O M N I . \ R T , may we recogni/e and accept the value of public criticism, as well as praise, 
for the positive benefits that will accrue to the professions. . r . \ M E s w. U I R D , A I A 
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B I O G R A P H I E S 
1962 Officers 
J A M E S w. B I R D , Vresxdeni: Born in S a n Diego 
ani l now l iv ing in Nat iona l C i t y . J i m re­
ceived his Bache lor of Arc l i i t er ture degree 
at the r n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i f o r n i a in 
195;} a n d hecanie a par tner in the firm of 
F r e e l a n d & B i r d , Engineers & Archi tects , 
G42 Spreckcis Buih i ing , S a n Diego, in 1!).5.5. 
l i e also hecame a rnemher of the S a n Diego 
C h a p t e r in 1955. an«l has serve<l as T r e a s u r e r 
dur ing 1960 an<l 1961. A s T r e a s u r e r , he has 
also been the C h a i r m a n of the Bu«lget C o m ­
mittee, a n d of the 1961 B y - L a w s C o m m i t ­
tee, w h i c h i lraf is the jus t -approved new B y ­
l a w s for the S a n Diego C h a p t e r . M a r r i e d , 
two chi ldren. 

w . A H D W . D E E M S , Vicc-I're.sidml: A na t ive 

C a l i f o r n i a n , W a r d received his B a c h e l o r of 

Arch i tec ture degree at the C n i v e r s i t y of 

Southern Ca l i forn ia in 195:5 a n d was asso-

ciate<l with A l l i e r l C . M a r t i n & .Associates 

in L o s .Angeles unt i l coming to 'i^ii D iego 

in 1959; his firm - D e e u i s - M a r t i n & .Asso­

ciates , 666 A s h Street . H e transferred from 

the Pasadena C h a p t e r to the .San D i e g o 

C h a p t e r at that time, and has partici|>ate<l 

very act ive ly in three of the prime com­

mittees during 1961 - V ice C h a i r m a n of the 

Reorganizjit icui C o m m i l t i ' c . C h a i r m a n of 

the C C A I . A Conven l i cm Conuni t tee , a n d 

C h a i r n u i i i of the Bul let in Commit tee . .Mar­

ried, two chi ldren. 

K . v L P H B . i < E D i i E . \ D , Seerelitrij: R a l p h desert­

ed his birthplace at Spokane , Wash ington , 

to a t tend C a l i f o r n i a Po lytechnic S ta te C o l ­

lege a n d the I 'n ivers i ty of C a l i f o r n i a for his 

arch i tec tura l training. I n S a n Diego, he is 

the staff architect for the S a n Diego I 'n i f i ed 

School D i s tr i c t , which post he accepted in 

1959 a n d became a member of the S a n Diego 

C h a p t e r in that year . H e was previous ly a 

meml>er of the E a s t B a y C h a p t e r . D u r i n g 

1961 he serve<l as C h a i r m a n of the Pul i l i c 

In format ion Commit t ee under P u b l i c R e ­

lations D iv i s i on a n d also on the C C . A I A 

C o n v e n t i o n Commit t ee . M a r r i e d , one son. 

! « » B E R T J . P L . \ T T . Treasurer: Af t er rece iv ing 
his Bachelor of Archi tec ture degree at the 
I 'n ivers i ty of Minnesota in 1946. B o b prac ­
ticed architecture in Minneapol i s unti l 195.'} 
when he came to S a n Diego a n d he also 
joined the S a n Diego C l i a p t e r that y e a r . H e 
oj)ened his own office at 2638 B y r o n Street 
in 1956, Robert J . P l a i t & Associates . H e 
served as a member of the Boar<l of D i r e c ­
tors of the S a n Diego C h a p t e r in 1960 a n d 
1961 and various committee act iv i t ies . M a r ­
ried, five ch i ldren . 

C H A P T E R N O T E S 
Jartuary Meeting 

I t is antici |>ated that the program wi l l \w 
on development a n d finance correlat ion, 
w i t h experts in these fields as guest speakers . 
Meud)ers w i l l be notified well in advance of 
the J a n u a r y 10th regular meeting date . 

The Uusung Heroes 
T o the a d a g e ' It is better to give t h a n to 

rece ive ' might wel l be added, *. . . a n d more 
generously if properly approached! ' W h e n 
that most necessary and humane project 
' T h e I ' n i t e d Fund" w a s presented to the 
( hapter . with a recpiest for leadership, care­
f u l considerat ion was given to the .selection 
of such a lea<ler, and he accepted this pro­
ject w i l l ing ly , execute<l it quietly a n d with-
«nit fanfare . I 'n i ted F u n d C h a i r m a n V i c t o r 
L . W u l f f of the firm of Wul l f & Fif ie ld now 
reports that his goal of §261.'} has l)een 
exceeded by some ^400 and a l l the returns 
are not yet i n . Eight fellow A I . \ members 
assiste<i V i c t o r , a n d more than fulfil leil his 
expectat ions . 

The Arckitect Ansxvers 
T h e radio p m g r a m presented by the Saii 

D i e g o C h a p t e r , A I A , umler the sjionsorship 
of H a z a r d B r i e & Blcx', appears C X C I . N S im-
day af ternoon at 2:00 p m on K P H I - K M . T h e 

.scope of this program extends beyond pre­
sentat ion of archi tecture alone into the re­
lated fields of construct ion, ccxles, affil iated 
ar t s , cl ient relation.ship, etc. I t was created 
to bring to the public a greater understand­
ing of the profession of architecture and its 
place in their personal l ives a n d their c-om-
m u n i t y . 

C H A P T E R D A T E S 
9 B o a r d of Directors meeting 

10 R e g u l a r C h a p t e r meeting 

16 C h a p t e r Affairs C o m m i t t e e meeting 

23 B o a r d of Directors 

25 C o n s t r u c t i o n Specif icat ion Inst i tute 
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The 

: S A N D I E G l ( ? i C H A P T E R 
; j»f the 

A M E R I C A N I N S T I T U T E O F A R C H I T E C T S 

President: J A M E S W. B I R D 

Vice President: WARD W. D E E M S 

Secretary: R A L P H B. R E D H E A D 

Treasurer: R O B E R T J . P L A T T 

F E L L O W 
Hamlll , Samuel W ôod 

F E L L O W & E M E R I T U S 
Gil l , Louis Ĵ V 

E M E R I T U S 
Mac Mullen, Col. J . D . 
Palme, Lcnnnrt A. 
Rein, Walter 

H O N O R A R Y 
Hord, Donal 

C O R P O R A T E 
Acosta, John F . , J r . 
Albrecht, Riclutrd SS. 
Alderson, Ray 
Allard, Arthur D. 
Anderson, Guy O-
Anderson, Derrick 
Anderson, Kenneth E . 
Bernard, James F . 
Biggin, Ear l A. 
Bonini, Vincent 
Bird, James W. 
Bishop, Horatio W. 
Bodmer, H . LoQlf 
Bortzmeyer, Frederick 
Brink, Henry E . 
Bradt, Robert A . 
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