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WANT THE TRUTH?

Up to 6,000 traffic-accident deaths this year

won’t be “accidents’ at all!

Forty thousand Americans will die in traffic accidents this year, according to the present mount-

ing rate. And nearly six thousand of those deaths will be crimes

according to the FBI!

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP
STOP THESE TRAGEDIES

because of driver negligence

1. Drive safely and courteously yourself. Observe speed limits and warning-signs. Where

drivers are careful and obey the law, deaths go DOWN!

)

deaths go DOWN!

Insist on strict enforcement of all traffic laws! Wherever traffic laws are strictly enforced

Support your local safety organization

Published in an effort to save lives by

NORTHERN VIRGINEA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 1N

Shirley Highway & Edsell Road

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
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ATLANTIC BITULITHIC COMPANY

CONTRACTORS
1400 Roseneath Road

Dial ELgin 9-3276

* ROAD-STREET AND PRIVATE WORK INCLUDING
* GRADING + SEWERS
« CONCRETE PAVING + WATER MAINS
= ASPHALT PAVING + SIDEWALKS
* MACADAM PAVING * STABILIZATION
* DRIVEWAYS « PARKING AREAS

Call Us For Estimate

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

BLYTHE BROTHERS
COMPANY

Charlotte, North Carolina

Engineering and Contracting
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YOUR ENJOYMENT NEVER WEARS THIN ON NEW-TYPE CONCRETE!

No pavement
could be stronger

even if carved
from solid rock!

That’s why modern concrete pavement being used on mile after
mile of your new Interstate System will outlast all others...give the

greatest all-weather driving comfort and safety ever known.

=
4
=

Another modern highway of new-type concrete. You won’t find a
smoother-riding surface. Special subbases and weatherproofing will keep
it that way an expected 50 years and more—with lowest upkeep costs.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
1401 State Planters Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Virginia

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete
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The Band Wagon Rolls On

IN THE JANUARY editorial, beginning
the new year of a new decade, hope
was expressed for a decrease in the sec-
tional misunderstanding over the prob-
lems of the Negro’s rights, as New
York City in particular was feeling
the consequences of extending the wel-
come mat to colored minority voting
groups. As of now, this seems to have
been optimistically premature, If any-
thing, Northern publications seem em-
barked on an undeclared campaign of
distorting news to make it appear that
the South is different from the rest of
the country in its attitude to the Negro
and that, while the Northern sections
are populated entirely by crusading
humanitarians, Southerners are isolated
in rabid racism.

The New York Times, the same news-
paper which made a front page story
about the publication of a book on the
potential racial problems of the New
York area, did not give its front pages,
or any prominent space anywhere in
the paper, to ex-President Truman’s
attitude to the sit-down operations in
the private property of merchants. The
Times, and other New York and other
Northern papers, did not wish their
readers to know that a former presi-
dent, noted for liberalism and civil
rights, so strongly disapproved of the
invasion of the rights of private prop-
erty that he denounced the Negroes
(and, by implication, their supporters)
for confusing civil “liberties” with the
violation of the rights of property-
OWnETS,

Time Magazine, in its coverage of the
national press, made no mention what-
soever of this omission of Truman’s
comments on the conduct of Negroes
in the South. But, Time Magazine did
devote space in its press section to the
manner in which Southern newspapers
covered the troubles in South Africa.
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The attitude of the Southern news-
papers to South Africa could scarcely
be as nationally newsworthy as Tru-
man’s attitude to actions in America.
However, Truman’s position tended to
give Southerners some rights, while the
attitude of Southern newspapers to a
distant Negro problem would tend to
isolate and diflerentiate the South.

Time’s sister magazine, Life, found
the ex-president’s position on the sit-
down to be less newsworthy than the
White House picketing by some college
boys from New England. As some of
the states from which these colleges
draw their students contain less than
one percent of colored population, it

. hardly reasonable to regard their
1d10t1c pl(,kctmg of the White House,
and of local branches of chain-stores,
as a more valid comment on the
Negroes’ behavior in the South than
that of a civil rights politician who
was formerly president. There is no
need to pursue this point to indicate
the solid trend toward selecting news
items which show only unfavorable at-
titudes toward the South—even though
the Yale student-paper expressed the
cpinion that the picketing antics of
neighboring collegiates ranked with the
traditional pranks of the nuttier ele-
ments of boys whose parents are pro-
viding them with an education.

Now, Look Magazine, apparently not
to be shown to be less unbiased than
the Luce publications, has come out
with an article on integration in Wash-
ington, in which Life and Time have
zctually been outdone. Though the
Luce publications do a coldly skillful
job of slanting the news—through
selection, omission, and emphases—it
took “America’s Family Magazine,” as
Look styles itself, to come out with flat
misstatements and actually present the

(Continued on page 67)
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F YOU ARE A MOTORIST taking a trip
10 to 15 years from now, you will
move faster, more safely and comfort-
ably—and you can virtually forget that
old bugaboo of a Sunday afternoon
traffic jam.

This is assuming you are traveling
on the Interstate Highway System, a
network of 41,000 miles of modern ex-
press highways spanning the nation
and connecting 90 per cent of all cities
with a population of 50,000 or more.
Above, Route 81 in Washington County just east of the Tennessee line and north of Bristol. Over 1,000 miles of this Interstate Sys-
In the upper right of the photograph is a spur connecting into Bristol to serve the city. term mosw mmder constuction: Sa o
Portion under construction runs from the Tennessee line to east of Abingdon. Pictured Virginia.

below, Route 236, Fairfax County Interchange with the Washington Circumferential ; . :
(Route 413) west of Annandale. You will not only travel with more

ease, but the chances are good that
you and your family can stop and have
a picnic without even leaving the high-
way right-of-way. These scenic wayside
rest areas will contain some of the com-
forts of home and will be safely re-
moved from the zooming traffic on the
expressway.

All of this will be possible through
specific design features of the modern
superhighway composing the Interstate
System. On them you can expect to
find:

1. One hundred per cent controlled
access providing a steady, uninterrupted
flow of traffic.

There will be parallel service roads
where necessary to serve adjacent prop-
erties; improved sight distance and safe
exits and entrances at selected traffic
interchanges on main highways. There
will be no intersections at grade.

2. Wide median strips separating op-

: posing traffic streams.
o Whenever possible, physical barriers
such as trees, grassy strips and ground
elevations are being maintained to pro-
vide greater safety and beauty.

3. Four lanes on nearly all of the
system with six to eight lanes in and
o near cities.

e 4 “;f There will be no traffic lights or stop

L PRI i signs. Crossroads will be carried over
S n\ or under the expressway.
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4. Long, casy curves and grades with
wide, paved shoulders along the high-
way.

You can expect service facilities to
be handled in a variety of ways. Under
the rule of controlled access, highway
rights-of-way are fenced in. Tourists,
service facilities such as motels, res-
taurants and gasoline stations are not
allowed. These will be available along : . /
highways that interchange with the e i ¥ el
3\2:;’h:i:;‘riz:i;m'!.aﬁﬁg:‘tl:onﬂc Ht]‘;:«;l;; i-:::z.;e;é ﬁortifn of Route 95 in -Hr.‘.nofwr County rrn_:n:'_ﬂg from near the Henricq County

¢ ) - e to Route 54 at Ashland. This section of road, still in the early stages of construction,
worked out. demonstrates how natural barriers are being maintained when possible to separate opposing

John E. Harwood, the location and traffic lanes. Below, Route 64 in Newport News. Photo shows the interchange with Route

17. This is a part of the Hampton Roads Tunnel approach system. (Photos, courtesy State
Highway Department)

design engineer of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Highways, says his division is
thinking in terms of wayside rest areas
provided with picnic tables and toilet
facilities.

These rest areas would be available
to through traffic, located near cities,
with identical areas serving opposing
traffic lanes (thereby eliminating the
dangerous temptation to cross over).

It is also possible that the Interstate
System will be divided into segments,
each equipped with police, ambulance,
rescue squad and gasoline filling sta-
tions. This system is followed success-
fully along New York toll roads.

If you should run into trouble or out
of gas, standard procedure on the ex-
pressway will be to pull off the highway
and tie a white handkerchief on the
door handle of your car. A trooper or
highway maintenance driver will see
your distress signal and summon aid.

Many features of the Interstate Sys-
tem are already familiar to Virginians.
The Shirley Highway (Route 350) is
built to interstate standards with few
exceptions and is now a part of Inter-
state Route 95. The Richmond-Peters-
burg Turnpike is a part of Interstate
Route 95 and 85. A section of Interstate
Route 64 from Hampton Roads Tunnel
to Route 258 is open and the Emporia
Bypass, a part of Interstate Route 95,

(Continued on page 41)
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THOMPSON-ARTHUR
PAVING COMPANY

Municipal & Highway Construction

I 300 Benbow Road
P. O. Box 1197

Greenshoro, North Carolina

Branch Offices

High Point, N. C. *® Danville, Va.

THE ECONOMY OF

New Deep Strength
Asphalt-paved highways

GETS YOU YOUR
BIG ROADS PLUS...

. . . your all-important local and farm-to-market
roads. You see, new DEEP STRENGTH Asphalt-
paved super highways save up to 109, and some-
times up to 509, or more in construction costs.
Further, maintenance costs no more, often less.

Money saved building big roads with heavy-duty
DEEP STRENGTH Asphalt pavement means that
much more money is available for building and im-

proving your state’s entire network of

DEEP STRENGTH roads.
ASPHALT PAVEMENT

Ribbons of velvel smoothness . . .
| ASPHALT-paved Interstate Highways
THE ASPHALT INSTITUTE
Asphalt Institute Building
College Park, Maryland
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Best Wishes to Commissioner H. H. Harris

and Virginia’s Department of Highways
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Howard H. Harris:

VIRGINIA STATE

HE APPOINTMENT of Howard H.
Harris as Virginia State Highway
Commissioner on March 25, 1960, to
succeed the late Samuel D. May was
a popular one throughout the industry.
The soft-spoken native of South Boston
has a background of 37 years with the
Department, and it’s doubtful if there’s
a man in the Old Dominion better
qualified to fill such an important post.
Known affectionately as “Preacher”
by just about everyone in the business
of building roads, Harris thoroughly
understands problems both in the field
and in the office. After all, he was a
field man himself for 22 years before
coming to the Central Office in Rich-
mond 15 years ago.

Harris, born August 3, 1903, is the
son of the former Julia Vernon and the
Rev. G. A. Harris, a retired minister
who now resides in Cullen, Va. As a
youngster he saw a great deal of the
state as his father moved about from
one church assignment to another.
When he entered a private high school
in Amelia County, the headmaster,
knowing his father, introduced the Rev.
Harris to the student body and asked
him to say Grace. From that instant,
young Harris became known to his
classmates as “Preacher.” The nick-
name was to stick with him through
life.

He was working for the Burkeville
Orchard Company in 1923 when a
highway survey crew came through and
had a vacancy. Harris, just shy of 20
and little dreaming that 37 years later
he would head the huge road agency,
leaped at the opportunity and accepted
a job. After serving as a rodman, level-
man and transitman, he was named
Chief of Survey Party in June, 1928.
Harris continued to rise rapidly in the
organization and from 1932 until 1945,
when he came to Richmond as Assistant
Maintenance Engineer, he served as
resident engineer at Hillsville, Salem
and Wytheville, On October 1, 1951,
he was named Maintenance Engineer.

“He has a memory like an elephant,”
one of his friends remarks. “He can
tell you nearly every piece of road

to tell the Virginia Story

(Foster photo)

H. H. Harris

that was built, both primary and sec-
ondary, when he was a resident engi-
neer, including dates, type of base, and
names of people living along them at
the time. I believe he can tell you most
of the retreatments on the primary
system, including year, dates of ap-
plication and the contractor who did
the work, during the time he was in
the Maintenance Division.”

On July 1, 1954. Harris was pro-
moted to the post of Assistant Chief
Engineer and placed in charge of the
Construction, Maintenance, Secondary
Roads and Landscape Divisions. He
served in that capacity until Commis-
sioner May appointed him Adminis-
trative Assistant on February 1, 1959.
In that position Harris assisted the
Commissioner in various departmental
matters, handled the allocations to the
highway districts and headed the De-
partment’s public relations program.

As Highway Commissioner, Harris
runs the Department in an administra-
tive capacity and, in addition, has an
important policy-making function as
chairman of the State Highway Com-
mission, which is composed of repre-
sentatives from each of the eight con-
struction districts.

The Commissioner made a big hit

JUNE 1960

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER

by WaLter P. DREWRY
Public Information Officer,
Virginia State Highway Department

with engineers at a meeting shortly
after he was appointed to his new post.

“I want you to call me by my nick-
name,” he told the group, “and if I
can ever be of any help to any of you
at any time, feel free to call on me.”

Harris takes great pride in the De-
partment, Newsmen learned that when
they asked him what changes he
planned to make in the organization,
“We have the best Highway Depart-
ment in the nation,” he returned.
“There’ll be no changes.”

What'll be his biggest job?

“Our biggest job,” he says, “is to
keep the expanded highway program
going—to meet the state’s needs.”

The Commissioner and his wife, the
former Irene Jackson of Chase City,
make their home at 3954 Fauquier
Avenue in Richmond’s north side with
their daughter, Jackie, 17, a student at
Thomas Jefferson High School. When
the day at the office is over, Harris likes
to relax at home and he finds relaxation
in many ways. He’s fond of working
in his basement workshop.

“Mrs. Harris is extremely fond of
antiques,” he notes, “and the task of
rebuilding the antique furniture she’s
always buying provides projects for the
workshop.” He's also completed work
on the family recreation room in the
basement although he regards himself
as “only a fair carpenter.”

The Commissioner also is an outdoor
man and wishes he had more time for
hunting and fishing. Among his prized
possessions are a flyrod and a 20-gauge
shotgun. He’s also a football, basketball
and baseball fan. Among his favorite
teams is the Richmond Virginians base-
ball club of the International League.
Harris competed in many sports during
his youth and keeps in condition now
with a daily walk near his home.

The Commissioner belongs to numer-
ous highway organizations. He's a Cer-
tified Professional Engineer and holds
the rank of member in the American
Society of Civil Engineers. The Com-
missioner is a 32nd degree Mason and
a Shriner. He is a member of St.
Thomas Episcopal Church. @
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EMORY P. BARROW

Lawrenceuville

Emory P. Barrow, who represents the
Richmond District, was appointed to the
Highway Commission on July 1, 1942 by
Governor Darden. He was born in Bruns-
wick County on May 5, 1891, and attended
Randolph-Macon College, Washington and
Lee Law School and the University of
Paris, France. His wife is the former Vir-
ginia J. Mecartney of Frederick County.

Barrow, a practicing lawyer in Lawrence-
ville, represented Brunswick County in the
Virginia General Assembly House of Dele-
gates from 1934 through 1938.

He is a member of the Methodist Church,
Kappa Alpha and Omicron Delta Kappa
fraternities and the American Legion.

He served in the Army during World
War 1.

G. WALLACE CARPER
MeclLean

(. Wallace Carper, who represents the
Culpeper District, was appointed to the
Highway Commission on June 7, 1957, by
Governor Stanley, He was born in McLean
on May 14, 1895, and educated in the public
schools of Fairfax County except for one
year when he attended a school in Wash-
ington. He is married to the former Cath-
erine Louise Sanders of Washington.

A retired dairy farmer, Carper served on
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
from 1932-56 and was chairman of the
Board from 1940-56. He is a former mem-
ber of the Board of Directors and Finance
Committee of the Maryland-Virginia Milk
Producers Association. Carper is vice-presi-
dent of the Herndon Federal Building and
Savings Association.

A past president of the League of Virginia
Counties, Carper is a charter member of the
McLean Lions Club and a past master of
Sharon Lodge No. 327 AF. and AM. He
is a former deacon in the McLean Baptist
Church.
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WALTER N. CHINN, ]JR.
Fredericksburg

Walter N. Chinn, Jr., who represents the
Fredericksburg District, was appointed to
the Highway Commission by Governor Al-
mond on August 25, 1958. He was born at
Hague, Westmoreland County on October
10, 1905, and attended Cople High School,
Virginia Episcopal School, the College of
William and Mary and is a graduate of
Atlanta Law School with an LLB degree.
His wife is the former Lucy Warner of
Warsaw and they have two children, Mrs.
Taylor Robinson Smith of Charlottesville
and Lucy Warner of Fredericksburg.

Chinn, who operates an insurance agency
in Fredericksburg, is a past president of the
Fredericksburg Rotary Club, the Fredericks-
burg Chamber of Commerce, the Fredericks-
Travel Council, the Virginia-D. C. Mutual
Agents Association and the Episcopal Lay-
men of the Diocese of Virginia.

He’s a member of St. Georges Episcopal
Church in Fredericksburg, the Mt. Vernon
Club, Theta Delta Chi fraternity and
Fredericksburg Lodge AF. and A.M.

During World War II he served as a
captain in the Army in the European Thea-
ter.

VIRGINIA RECORD

S. SUTTON FLYTHE
Martinsville

S. Sutton Flythe, who represents the
Salem District, was appointed to the Com-
mission on October 12, 1954 by Governor
Stanley. He was born in Jackson, North
Carolina, on March 15, 1907 and attended
Jackson High School and Duke University.
His wife is the former Virginia White of
Edenton, North Carolina, and they have
four children, Walter W., S§. Sutton, ]Jr.,
James Thomas and Margaret F. Teague.

Flythe has been president of the First
National Bank of Martinsville since 1954.
Previously he served the bank as executive
vice-president. From 1928 to 1946 he was
vice-president and cashier of the Bank of
Fieldale.

A member of the Kiwanis Club and the
Shenandoah Club, he has been active in
civic affairs by serving as a director on the
Chamber of Commerce, the Martinsville
Chamber of Commerce and district chair-
man of the Boy Scouts of America. He's a
member of the Methodist Church.

BURGESS E. NELSON
Mt. Jackson

Burgess E. Nelson, who represents the
Staunton District, was appointed to the
Highway Commission on March 17, 1951 by
Governor Tuck. He was born in Conicville
on July 24, 1890 and attended Conicville
School and Roanoke College.

A distributor and jobber of petroleum
products in Mt. Jackson, he also owns and
operates the Nelson Theatre there. Nelson
also is a director and Chairman of the
Board of the Peoples Bank of Mt. Jackson,

He served in the Virginia General Assem-
bly Senate from 1944-48. Prior to that he
was a member of the Shenandoah County
School Board for 21 years. Nelson also has
served on the Chesapeake Bay Ferry Com-
mission since 1958,

He is a member of the Lutheran Church.
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SOL W. RAWLS

Franklin

Sol W. Rawls, who represents the Suf-
folk District, was appointed to the Highway
Commrission on November 25, 1933 by Gov-
ernor Pollard. He was born in Nansemond
County near Holland on May 3, 1888, and
attended Franklin High School and the Col-
lege of William and Mary. His wife is the
former Rowena Camp of Franklin and they
have one son, Sol W. Rawls, Jr.

Rawls is president of S. W. Rawls, Inc.,
Franklin, a gasoline distribution company.
He 1s a member of the board of directors
of Vaughan and Company Bankers and the
Home Telephone and Telegraph Company.
Rawls also is a member of the Richmond-
Petersburg Turnpike Authority and has been
a member of the Town Council of Franklin
for the past 20 years.

A charter member and past president of
the Franklin Rotary Club, he is a member
of the Franklin Baptist Church, Theta Delta
Chi fraternity, Cypress Cove County Club,
Princess Anne Country Club and the Com-
monwealth Club.

He served in the Navy during World
War L.

A
WILLIAM M. SCLATER, JR.

Marion

William M. Sclater, Jr., who represents
the Bristol District, was appointed to the
Highway Commission by Governor Almond
in August, 1958. He was born in Marion
on February 14, 1912, and attended Augusta
Military Academy, Emory and Henry Col-
lege and the University of Virginia.

Partner in the Marion Drug Company,
Sclater is a director of the Bank of Marion
and chairman of the Smyth County Demo-
cratic Committee. He has served on the
Marion Town Council and the board of
directors of the Marion Chamber of Com-
merce.

One of the organizers of the Holston Hills
Country Club in Marion, he also is a mem-
ber of the Shenandoah Club in Roanoke
and the Commonwealth Club in Richmond.
He is a member of the First Methodist
Church in Marion.

Sclater enlisted in the Navy in 1941 as
a Storekeeper 3rd Class and was discharged
ia 1945 as a Lieutenant. He spent four years
in the North African Theater with the
Eighth Fleet.

TUCKER C. WATKINS, JR.
South Boston

Tucker C. Watkins, Jr., who represents
the Lynchburg District, was appointed to
the Highway Conumission on September 1,
1949 by Governor Tuck. He was born in
Halifax County on August 11, 1885. He at-
tended Eastman Business College in Pough-
keepsie, New York, and Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute. His wife is the former Louise
Barksdale of Halifax County and they have
three children, Dr. William R. Watkins,
Tucker C. Watkins, IIT' and Mrs. Mary
Watkins McLaughlin.

President of South Boston oil and bottling
companies, he’s also active with the Halifax
County Chamber of Commerce and the Vir-
ginia Chamber of Commerce. Until 1921 he
was vice-president and cashier of the South
Boston National Bank.

He's a member of the Baptist Church.

Photos of the Virginia State Highway Com-
missioners were furnished through the courtesy

of the State Highway Department.

We salute the
Virginia Depariment of Highways
for more than a half-century

of progress.

CODELL
CONSTRUCTION
CO.

Highway Contractors

WINCHESTER, KY.

Best Wishes to

Virginia’s Highway Department
ASPHALT PAVING I

Bituminous Surface Treatments of

Driveways—Parking Areas—Roads

ENGINEER-
CONTRACTOR

StateE RecistraTIiON No. 911

Kenneth L. Black

Plant and Office: 1723 Arlington Rd.
Phone EL 8-5427
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Felicitations to the
Virginia Depariment of Highways

and Commussioner H. H. Harris

CRAFT
TRANSPORT
CO.

Transporters of

Petroleum Products

GATE CITY, VIRGINIA
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The Governor’s Highway Safety Committee

HEN VIRGINIA first began, in

1933, to maintain statistics on
traffic crashes, there were 569 deaths
for the year and a rate of deaths per
100 million vehicle miles traveled of
19.9. Year by year, annual deaths
climbed upward until the all-time high
of 1,110 was gained in 1941. However,
due to the heavy increase of motor
vehicle traffic, the death rate was down
to 18.3.

It must be remembered that 1941
was well out of the Depression dol-
drums, with war preparation causing
industry to reactivate in a drastic man-
ner. Once more people had money to
spend for such luxuries as automobiles
and travel. No doubt the uneasiness of
the international situation brought a
{eeling of recklessness. Industry and the
services were taking traffic policemen
and others who worked in the field of
traffic safety. Virginia, as other states,
had not fully awakened to the terrible
problem posed by the ever increasing
ranks of those who misused the auto-
mobile.

Still, there might have been some
significant public outcry against the
slaughter of 1,110 people had not we
awakened to total war as the year died.
All thoughts turned to the war effort,
but there were other related factors

which worked to turn the public mind
from traffic deaths.

War brought drastic curtailment of
speed limits and of the use of gasoline
and rubber for non-military purposes.

by HraM M. SMITH, JR.
Director of Public Information,
Governor’s Highway Safety Commiltee

It brought also no replacements for
civilian automobiles and owners pro-
tected their aging models as they never
protected their necks on the highway.

Deaths fell to a low of 552 in 1944
but, with the war’s end and the promise
of lifted restrictions, they were back to
645 in 1945. In 1946 they reached 850.

By the spring of 1946, officials on
state and mnational levels who were
charged with the control of traffic had
a good idea as to what was likely to
happen if no concentrated and sus-
tained effort was made to stop the
present trend. In May, President Tru-
man called a meeting in Washington to
which the governors of each state were
invited, along with those of their de-
partment heads who were most involved
with traffic safety.

Governor William M. Tuck attended
the conference and was so impressed
with the recommendation that each
state form an official body to combat
the menace that he established the fol-
lowing June, by executive decree, the
Governor’s Highway Safety Committee
of Virginia. Originally, the Committee
members were Colonel C. W. Woodson,
Jr., Superintendent of State Police,
General James A. Anderson, State
Highway Commissioner, and the late
Crawley F. Joyner, Jr., who was then
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. Later
were added the head of the State Cor-
poration Commission, the Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction, the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture and the State

Health Commissioner. Still later were
added the Attorney General and the
Commissioner of Labor and Industry.

The broad policy was established to
coordinate safety activities among state
governmental agencies, to fully inform
the public on all phases of traffic safety,
to cooperate with local and national
officials, to review periodically the situ-
ation and to recommend such improve-
ments as deemed practical and neces-
sary, and to enlist the aid of citizen
groups and organizations.

The following September, E. H.
Williams, Jr., a Smithfield attorney who
was then employed by the Division of
Motor Vehicles, was named Executive
Director. Mr. Joyner was made Chair-
man and offices were established in the
Division of Motor Vehicle quarters.
After a thorough study of the situation,
including visits to several states which
were well known for consistently good
traffic records, Mr. Williams gathered
a staff of three field representatives and
a secretary. At that time, the staff was
paid by the Highway Department and
quartered by the Division of Motor
Vehicles, but was directly administered
by mneither. The Executive Director
worked directly under the Chairman
and offices were in his establishment for
convenience.

Here, it 1s well-nigh impossible for
the author to refrain from the first

person, so closely has he been connected
with the Committee’s work since those
early days. I was employed as a field

A

Phuto, left, shows W. L. Groth, then State Police Officer and Assistant Administrator for the Committee, receiving tangible evidence of
public support from the Daughters of the American Revolution in the form of printed copies of TuE MororisT's PrAYER for statewide
distribution. Right, Hiram M. Smith, [r., Committee Director of Public Information and Field Representative S. B. Dunn flank Josephus
A. Schaefer of the Portsmouth Safety Council on the occasion of the National Safety Council’s highest award te a citizen receiving no
emolument for his work in traffic safety. Mr. Schaefer has been so honored three times while no other person in the nation has received
the award more than once. (Photos for this article, courtesy of the Governor’s Highway Safety Committee.)
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representative with the understanding
that I would double in brass as a pub-
licist, since I had had experience in that
field. In a wvery little while I was
doubling in brass to do field work and,
before long, was confined almost ex-
clusively to publicity and information.
We had little idea in the beginning as
to the support we would receive from
the information media.

We were green in those days and
made mistakes. Mr. Williams, impressed
by the effectiveness and number of local
safety councils in Connecticut, was
grimly determined to organize one for
each county and for each fairly size-
able city in the statc. We overlooked
the very small size of Connecticut into
which many large communities are
crowded, all in close proximity to the
capital.

Apart from inherent public lethargy
as to traffic sanity, we ran into lack
of local appropriations for administer-
ing councils, long distances which mem-
bers would have to travel for meetings
and activities, and the fact that our staff
was too small to aid them in maintain-
ing continuous interest and promoting
programs the year around.

Many councils were formed and some
lell by the wayside, until finally we
realized that the optimum was to work
with those who were doing something
and leave off attempting to prod those
who were comatose. Many devoted
people were encountered and good
work was done, but the dream of om-
nipresent organizations dissipated. One
organization which we helped to form
in early 1949 was the Portsmouth
Safety Council which is still under its
original President, Josephus A. Schae-
fer, a local businessman who has won
unprecedented rt‘cognition from the
National Safety Council (NSC).

At this time, we might dlso recognize
Radio Station WRVA of Richmond as
one of the first to give us its whole-
hearted co-operation. It is pleasant to
note that WRVA has just received its
seventh Public Interest Award from the
NSC for outstanding work in the field
of trafhic safety during 1959. John B.
Tansey, now the Station’s General
Manager, worked closely with us in
those days. Another stalwart, in the
newspaper field, was John D. Craigie,
then with the Richmond News Leader.
There were and are many others but
these were the outstanding pioneers
whose cooperation was aided by our
proximity.

While we unable to
scores of councils functioning, those
which functioned, functioned well, the
word must have been spread to some
extent, and the

to tell the Virginia Story
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Aboye:

Mayor Anderson of Richmond receives similar awards

Above: Governor Almond pre-
sents a national award of the
National Safety Council to
Colonel C. W. Woodson, [r.,
who 1s chairman of the Gover-
nor’'s Highway Safety Com-
mittee, as well as Superintend-
ent of State Police, at the Na-
tional Award dinner last fall.

made by the National Safety Council and AAA to cities.

all state agencies undoubtedly began to
make itself felt. The end of 1947 saw
Virginia with 711 deaths for the year
and a rate of deaths per 100 million
miles of travel of 9.3. The 850 deaths
of the preceding year had brought a
death rate of 12.6,

This sharp reduction in deaths,
achieved in the face of a very heavy
mse in traffic volumes, brought the

Commonwealth national honors.

During the winter of 1948-1949, a
study was made with the aim of stream-
lining the state governmental structure
without losing effectiveness. It was de-
cided that the Committee’s staff was
too small to remain an entity and that
it was most logical to place it under the
State Police for administrative pur-
poses.

Accordingly, Colonel Woodson was
appointed Chairman and the staff was
placed under Captain W. L. Groth,
now Richmond’s Director of Public
Safety, who then headed the Safety
Department of the State Police.

Mr. Williams, known universally as

“Judge,”

Professional and Occupational Regis-
tration just before the transfer. The
appointment had nothing to do with

was appointed by Governor
Tuck to head the State Department of

the transfer. There was the vacancy
and Governor Tuck no doubt recog-
nized the outstanding ability Mr. Wil-
liams had demonstrated in organizing
and promoting the Committee’s safety
program. Judge, however, did not lnng
remain outside the field of traffic and
kindred matters and is now Executive
Vice President of the Virginia High-
way Users Association.

When Captain Groth left the Depart-
ment of State Police in 1955, Captain
R. B. King took over his duties and the
title of Assistant Administrator of the
Committee.

The Committee now operates under
its fourth governor and has seen a safety
effort that has brought it numerous
national awards. In 1948, the National
Safety Council established Outstanding
Achievement Awards for states in the
promotion of traffic safety through dis-
semination of public information. Vir-
ginia has won ten of these. A similar
award was established in 1953 for the
organization of public support and Vir-
ginia has received five of these. Other
awards have come in other fields of
promotion more specialized as to the
individual department receiving them.
At the time of this writing (May, 1960)

(Continued on page 55)

The

Governor’s Highway

“SLOW DOWN AND LIVE!”

Safety Committee has announced that Virginia will partici-
pate again this summer in the ninth annual “Slow Down and Live”
sponsored by the Association of State and Provincial Safety Coordinators.

This traffic safety campaign is aimed at speeding and other “in
and actions in which speed and impatience are involved. The campaign began the Friday
before Memorial Day and will continue through Labor Day.

The movement, started in 1953 among the Northeastern states, later spread to include
all states, Porto Rico and the Canadian provinces. The Committee notes that, in about

campaign which is

a hurry” violations

coordinated effort of

40 per cent of Virginia’s fatal crashes, a driver exceeds the posted limits and that in
another 14 per cent there is speed too great for existing conditions. With heavy vac: ation
and week-end travel, the summer months usually see more speeding and impatient driving
than the other months,

In zsking motorists to lower their speeds and increase their (.nmun during Il-m dan-
gerous period, the Committee alters the national slogan to read: “Slow Down, Live and
Let Live!”
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MASSAPONAX |
Sand & Gravel Corp. \

“ READY-MIXED CONCRETE ~
k WASHED SAND AND GRAVEL

HICKS & INGLE CO.

Mechanical Contractors

Fredericksburg, Virginia

‘ Main Office & Plant
|
M Phone Essex 3-3841

5300 Virginia Beach Blvd.

Phone UL 5-4735

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

'1

} Distribution T erminals
\ REGENT, VIRGINIA TRIANGLE, VIRGINIA
‘ Phone SALUDA 8-2120 Phone TROJAN 5-5645

WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. H
IRVINGTON, VIRGINIA

N Phone: IDLEWOOD 8-3602
1

CHARLOTTE, N. C. OAK RIDGE, TENN.

You Can
N VICTOR & EUGENE
P WILLS

on the
BIG “S” Plumbing - Heating
Air Conditioning
Here at Sanford Brick and Tile Company, The Contractors

South’s Largest Brick Maker, are eight modern
tunnel kilns with the capacity to produce ap-
proximately one-half million bricks a day . . .

all working hard to meet the increasing demand X
for the world’s finest building material. Floouic 5388 154 Hall Ave.

Strict quality control and uniformity in size, SUFFOLK. VIRGINIA

color and texture help you achieve beauty and
durability with economy.

Air Conditioning, Heating and Ventilating Contractors
SANEORD BRICK sun TILE COMPANY for the new Merchants & Farmers Bank

< N e N o
Sho CHESSI SRR featured on page 18 of this issue.
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SILAS S. KEA & SONS
GREGORY CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
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Merchants and Farmers Bank of Franklin

Franklin, Virginia
DECEMBER 31, 1959
RESOURCES

Clash and Pue: fromy Bamks: oo i o o mrmebiriiciis i s e $ 578,160.24
United States Governmient SeCurities, ... .. cmeeieorsssesemsmerseanioensasesrass 2.237.977.97
State and Mumeipal SecupIties ..o i it isete e T 599.,711.78
Other Securities........... AT o SR LR ST e B 125.871.33
Parniture Gnd FIowes. i it dinisnansiiinns S (S ¢ LT 14,111.28
st el ORSOBMIER . e B ial s e 1,555,187.47
T G S B T T 937.314.23
911555 0 e L A B Lt S 0L TR S0 =5 et S YN $5,346,334.30
LI i\BILI T IES
e TRl SR S ol DG S s SR e $4.699,846.59
Reserve for Interest, B e AR TSI W e A S 19,698.74
Capital Funds
sy I FoTe) SRSk S A SR U5 e SR e 50,000.00
Ll e e S S S R s I e e e S 500,000.00
Uhadivatled Profite e e e iianiin 56,695.22
Reeserves ...... e e S S e A R e L R 20,093.75

Fotall Capital Famids - oo o e 626,788.97

TROEal e o R St s s S B L e e s e e S Hﬁ '334 10
CovrcaTe W. DARDEN, JR., CHAIRMAN Joun D. AssITT, PRESIDENT

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporalion

BOXLEY QUARRIES

CRUSHED LIMESTONE & CRUSHED GRANITE
for
ROAD BUILDING — RAILROAD BALLAST — CONCRETE — FURNACE FLUX
FILTER STONE — AGSTONE — LIMESTONE SAND

W. W. BOXLEY & COMPANY

711 Boxley Building
Roanoke, Va.

SIX PLANTS LOCATED ON N. & W. AND A. C. L. RAILROADS

Blue Ridge, Va. Lynchburg, Va. Martinsville, Va.
Bluefield, Va. Skippers, Va. Pounding Mill, Va.
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Virginia Branch, AGC, Elects Officers
At Anunual Convention at Hot Springs

® The Virginia Branch, Associated
General Contractors of America, Inc.,
held its 1960 Annual Convention at
The Homestead, Hot Springs, on Feb-
ruary 28 through March 2, 1960,

New officers elected during the con-
vention were J. Davenport Blackwell of
Blackwell Engineering Company, War-
renton and Merrifield, president; R. E.
Lec of R. E. Lee & Son, Inc., Char-
lottesville, vice-president; and A. Carl
Schenck of Carpenter Construction
Company, Inc., Norfolk, secretary-
treasurer.

Mr. Blackwell was born in Fauquier
County and educated in Bethel Military
Academy, Warrenton High School, and
the University of Virginia, where he
received his degree in engineering in
1916. In February, 1926, he organized
the firm of Blackwell and Keith, and
in 1929, changed the firm name to
Blackwell Engineering and Construction
Company. In 1945, the name was short-
ened to Blackwell Engineering Com-
pany. The new president is a veteran
of World War I and served overseas
from June, 1917, to January, 1919. He
is a former employee of Havenvilla En-
gineering Corporation, Winter Haven,
Florida, and was Assistant Road Engi-
neer for Fauquier County from 1925
through 1927. He was a Regional Engi-
neer for the U. S. Coast and Geodetic
Survey, Works Progress Administration
from 1932 to 1933. He has been a mem-
ber of the Virginia Branch, A.G.C,,
since 1956, serving in recent years as

R. E. Lee, Vice-President

tc tell the Virginia Story

J. DavenrortT BLACKWELL
President

a member of the Legislative Commit-
tee, Board of Directors, Executive Com-
mittee, and vice-president in 1959, Mr.
Blackwell is a member of the Virginia
State Chamber of Commerce, Warren-
ton Hunt, Fauquier Polo Club, and a
life member of the Fauquier Club. He
served as a member of the Virginia
Registration Board for Contractors from
1938 to 1950, and was Chairman of the
Board in 1949. Several recent projects
include high bridges on the scenic
George Washington Memorial Parkway
along the Potomac palisades, and the
subway serving the U. S. Capitol and
Senate Office Buildings in Washington,
D. C. In addition to being in the gen-
cral contracting business, he is also ac-
tively engaged in cattle farming at
“Clifton,” the family estate where he
was born. “Clifton” is part of an origi-
nal grant made to Joseph Blackwell, an
ancestor, for service to Charles I of
England, as King’s Surveyor. He is mar-
ried to the former Miss ‘Pauline Mosby
Coleman, granddaughter of Colonel
John S. Mosby of Civil War fame.
They have two daughters, Stuart Mosby
and Pauline Eugene.

Mr. Lee, a graduate of Charlottes-
ville High School, received his Bache-
lor of Science degree in Civil Engineer-
ing from the University of Virginia in
1929. He has been a Certified Profes-
stonal Engineer in Virginia since 1930,
and was a co-founder of R. E, Lee &
Son, Inc., in 1939. He has been presi-
dent of this firm, which is engaged in

JUNE 1960

commercial building construction, since
1950. The new vice-president is a vet-
eran of World War II, and held the
rank of major in the Corps of Engi-
neers. His overseas service includes New
Guinea, Leyte and the Phillippine
Islands. His many local activities in-
clude service on the Charlottesville
Building Code Committee, a Board
Member of Architectural Review of
Charlottesville, a member and 1957
president of the Charlottesville Chap-
ter of Virginia Society of Professional
Engincers, a commissioner of Char-
lottesville Redevelopment and Housing
Authority, a member and the 1957-
1959 chairman of Charlottesville Build-
ing Code Review Board. He is a mem-
ber of St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church,
Rotary Club, Farmington Country
Club, American Horticultural Society
and American Rhododendron Society.
He is married to the former Miss Vir-
ginia Willlams of White Plains, New
York., They have two children, David
Christopher and Robert Erwin, Jr., stu-
dents at Williams College, Williams-
town, Massachusetts.

Mr. Schenck is a native of Phila-
delphia, Pa., where he attended both
grade and high school. In 1934 he re-
ceived his Bachelor of Science degree
in Civil Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Alabama. He has been a viee-
president of the Carpenter Construc-
tion Company, Inc., since 1942, Prior

(Continued on page 35)

V2
A. CarL ScHENCK, Secy.-Treas.
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Silas S. Kea & Sons

Complete New

Merchants and Farmers Bank Building

HE NEW MERCHANTS AND FARMERS

Bank BuiLDING, in Franklin, has
been recently completed by Silas S.
Kea & Sons, of Ivor. Exterior walls of
the new bank are brick with stone
interior walls, aluminum windows and
terrazzo floors.

Alan McCullough, Richmond, was
architect, with Lester G. Baggett, as-
sociated.

Located on the corner of 2nd Avenue
and Franklin Street, near the center of
the business and shopping area, the new
building embodies many innovations in
banking facilities and conveniences.

The bank provides six paying and re-
ceiving teller booths, two note-teller
booths and a drive-in teller. Adjacent
to its generous lobby is officers’ space.

The main banking room features a
handsome stainless steel vault door. A
large private office doubles as board
room, and an additional small private
office is provided. The bookkeeping
room and adjacent fireproof record
vault are directly behind and adjoining
the tellers’ booths for quick reference to
customers’ records. Also provided are
employees’ lounge, heating and air con-
ditioning equipment room and storage
space.

A grille, formed of precast stone in
open work pattern outside the window
wall on the front of the building is

Above, John D, Abbitt, president of Mer-
chants and Farmers Bank.

not only an interesting architectural
feature but gives screening against the
afternoon sun and affords partial visual
screening of the note tellers’ and offi-
cers’ area.

All bank fixtures, including the vault
wall, are of selected American Cherry
up to a height of seven feet. Colored

1,
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tile mosaic in a random pattern is used
as a frieze above this line up to the
ceiling. Ceilings are suspended fissured
acoustical tile with recessed fluorescent
lighting in lobby and tellers’ areas, and
open down lights for accent lighting.

Parking is provided behind the bank.
Trees and evergreen shrubs and ground
cover in borders flank three sides of the
building, which contains approximately
4,500 square feet.

Total cost of the building was
$106,300.00.
Excavating, foundations, concrete,

carpentry and masonry work was done
by the general contractors. Subcontrac-
tors and material suppliers were Mont-
ague-Betts Co., Inc., Richmond, steel;
Virginia Steel Co., Inc., steel roof deck:
W. H. White & Son, Richmond, roof-
ing; Economy Cast Stone Co., Rich-
mond, stone work: Sash, Door & Glass
Corp., Richmond, windows and window
walls.

Also, Shaw Paint & Wall Paper Co.,
Norfolk, painting and plastic wall fin-
ish:; Consolidated Tile Co., Richmond,
ceramic tile, acoustical; Oliva & Laz-
zurl, Inc., Richmond, terrazzo; Ruffin
& Payne, Inc., millwork; R. L. Thomp-
son, Smithfield, electrical work; W. D.
Sams Plumbing & Heating Co., Norfolk,
plumbing; Victor and Eugene Wills,
Suffolk, heating and ventilating.
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Hackler-Seymour
Metal Works, Inec.
PIPE-LINE

CONSTRUCTION
26 South Bridge St.
MARTINSVILLE, VA,

St. Reg. 1763

DAVIS
&
ARMENTROUT
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

PULASKI, VIRGINIA

Warter, Gas & SEweR LINES

sER v,e

ATIONWIDE INSURANCE

AMERICA’S MosT PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE ORGANIZATION

Home O ffice: Columbus, Ohio  + Regional Office: Lynchburg, Virginia
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New Furniture

BEFORE: The building was originally intended for use as a dance
hall and recreation center, plans for which failed to materialize.
After use as a temporary church, it was abandoned to the weeds
until the present remodeling began.

e NEw C. L. Barnes & Sons Fur-
Tnillll‘t‘ Store on Centerville Road
in Manassas was completed by Gregory
Construction Co., Inc., Manassas, last
November,

Architects for the remodeling job
were Zekan & Pitt, also of Manassas.
The two story building is of brick

AFTER: Work on the new building, remodeled at a cost of $62,000, included fill amounting lo approximately five feet.

PAGE TWENTY

and cinder block with interior walls of
peg board and pine floors.

The interior of 20,000 square feet
provides a distinctive showcase for some
of America’s finest furniture lines.

Cedric L. Barnes, owner, who has
dealt in fine furniture for more than
30 years, conceived the Contemporary
House of Fashion Furniture to reflect

VIRGINIA RECORD

Mart Completed
by Gregory Construction

Company, Inc.

(photos by Howard Churchill)

truly the charm and dignity of the sur-
rounding communities.

Manager of the new store is A. L.
Bradford, a local man who has been
with C. L. Barnes & Sons since 1946.
The store will offer a furniture center
on which Virginians can depend what-
ever their budget may be.

Excavating, foundations, concrete,

Founded 1878



Since the ceiling was only eight feet high, wells were cut in it to give the appearance of a higher ceiling and a balcony was added. Exist-
ing rafters were used and trusses made; then at each cross section a brace with turnbuckles was used to keep the building from spreading.

masonry, structural wood, carpentry,
pancling, weatherstripping, and water-
proofing were done by the general con-
tractor.

Subcontractors and suppliers includ-
ed: Manassas Iron & Steel, Manassas,
steel; Manassas Roofing Co., Manassas,

Berow: Photo on left shows section which

photo shows new stairway cut to lower floor.

to tell the Virginia Story

roofing; D. C. Glass Co., Washington,
D. C., window walls and glazing;
Manassas Decorators, Inc.,, Manassas,
painting; Bilton Insulation, Inc., Ar-
lington, insulation; C. L. Barnes & Son,
Manassas, resilient tile.

Others were Manassas Lumber Corp.,

JUNE 1960

Manassas, millwork ; Dominion Electric
Supply Co., Inc., Arlington, lighting
fixtures; Noland Co., Inc., Arlington,
plumbing fixtures; John Roseberry,
Manassas, plumbing; Calvert-Jones
Co., Inc., Arlington, air conditioning,
heating and ventilating.

was divided off into kitchen, dining room, living room, bedroom and bath for display. Right
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FALL CROPS

Are Finest of the Year

Many vegetables difficult for the gardener to grow in
the spring are easy in the fall. In some cases, this 18
because of Nature's provision that in the fall they do
not go to seed. Try your luck this fall. Follow the
chart below.

TESTED LATE PLANTING CHART

The following dates have been taken from actual field
tests, made by ourselves here in Richmond:

Latest Safe
Planting Date

String Beans, All Varieties .....c.oocococeeocecaacs Aug. 20

Beeth ANVAMEtie ... i rinensersissinssammiensnasss Aug. 15
Swiss Chard ....ceoeeeeee . Aug. 15
Bl T e Sl LR S e T e e Aug. 10
i oyt A S SN TR SN R e AR 30
T (g et TS e S S Sept. 15
Lettuce, Wood’s Cabbage (hr"id\ S - o
Lettuce, Grand Rapids (leaf) ......cccccceeeee. Aug. 20
Mustard, So. Giant Curled ................ cesorany 0L [

Mustard Spinach Sept. 10

Riadigh, MWERLEr e ceaicinsene : oo XL 1S
RincdisB  Barly o i P 0
Spinach, New Ze |]1nd .................................... Aug. 15
Spinach, Bloomsdale ............. e St Dec. 1
Turnip, Imp. Purple Top Whm (‘lmr wenneree Aug 30
Turnip, Yellow Aberdeen .....ocooovvveeenrenee... Aug. 15
EDRRY SEVERY RO < uessnsnsnsmussans smamnsaisaine Sept. 15
Chinese Pelsai or Celery Cabbage .................. Aug. 15

T. V. WOOD & SONb

--bu---

PR T

Fifth and Marshall Streets.......Dial MIlton 3-3479
11 South 14th Street.. .. .. ... .. Dial MIlton 3-2715
1709 East Franklin Street.........Dial MlIlton 3-6001

America’s Trees

Are Worth Saving

Scientific Tree Care Throughout Virginia

Bartlett Tree Experts

George S. Martin, Area Manager
Phone MI 4-5441
3612 Meadowbridge

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

OrrER OFFICES
CHARLOTTESVILLE
ROANOKE

LYNCHBURG
NEWPORT NEWS

BRUSH CREEK BRANDS
PEACHES AND TOMATOES

Canned By I

S. G. WIMMER
&
SON

Joux~ DEeEre
Sales — Service

— 2 Stores To Serve You —

CHRISTIANSBURG — DANVILLE

VIRGINIA
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(Garden (G((swp

Section

Mrs. Gerald J. Pierce, Editor
Phone AT 8-0202, 7700 Hillview Ave., Richmond 29, Va.

v G

Courtesy Jackson and Perkins
Simplicity marks this effective arrangement of a new blood-red hybrid tea rose Am ERICAN
Home. Note the use of self-foliage, often the best for roses. This new rose claims intense
fragrance, a very compact, round and full bush that does not become lanky as do so many.
The large flower, 4%2 to 5 inches, has large flat petals and is quite double, even under
hottest of weather conditions. The abundant foliage and long sturdy stems as well as an
attractive urn-shaped bud makes this variety a “natural” for flower arrangers and the bush
is desirable for the garden as well.

TABLE OF CONTENTS . .....

A Wiciony Eircle of Pragresm. o e s s e s e D
Judging Modern Abstract Flower Arrangements by Kathryn H. Seibel...........cccocovnnenne. 24
17T VL Rl VT e e R RS SO R S Rl
Mews from the Gardening Monl . i i i L
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A Vicious CIRCLE OF
PROGRESS

Many Virginians have heard the story
zbout Brother Ben who “shot at a
rooster and killed a hen.”” Today man-
kind is being indicted by researchers for
this same lack of marksmanship.

The fact is that growing numbers of
desirable mammals, birds, insects, and
reptiles, as well as aquatic forms of
life, are being killed by the often in-
discriminate use of insecticides.

Donald H. Messersmith, assistant pro-
[essor of biology at Radford College, is
the latest to point out the dangers in
using modern insect killers. Messersmith
is presently a candidate for a Ph.D, de-
gree at VPI. He became interested in
the effect insecticides were having on
wildlife and investigated literature on
the subject.

The trail of these killers is often as
hard to find as that of a fox hard pressed
by a pack of hounds. This is so because
it involves food chains. For instance, a
Mississippi bottomland was treated with
DDT for malaria control. By the third
day after spraying, all insect-eating birds
except some woodpeckers, swallows, fly-
catchers, thrushes, and warblers had
disappeared. They had left the area,
and fortunately the nesting season was
over.

However, all crayfish, food for rac-
coons, the most important wildlife
species in the area, were killed. With
their food supply disrupted, the rac-
coons turned to eating acorns and
mussels. This put them in competition
with ducks and muskrats that normally
used these food sources.

In St. Lucie County, Florida, a coun-
ty commission on its own authority
sprayed 2,000 acres of salt marsh with
dieldrin for sandfly control. There was
a complete kill of fish and an almost
immediate kill of all aquatic inverte-
brates except mollusks. More than a
million fish estimated to weigh between
20 and 30 tons were piled high in the
ditches and canals where they were
available to fish-eating birds and scav-
engers. Little is known of the effect on
these animals from eating contaminated
food. But there is a widespread sus-
picion that fish-cating birds may be par-
tially sterile from fee ding on infected
fish. In Florida, the colorful colonies
of aquatic birds have been unsuccessful
at breeding in recent years,

It is thought, also, that this may be a
reason the national symbol, the bald
cagle, is decreasing in numbers. A
known pair of eagles in Pennsylvania

(Please turn to page 26)
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Judging
Modern Abstract

Flower Arrangements

by
KaturyN HoLLEY SEIBEL

Excerpts from a lecture before the

THE ADVENT of the abstract quality
in modern flower arrangements
poses a problem for today’s judge. The
abstract is here. We feel the need for
definition and study of a subject which
challenges and intrigues both arranger
and judge. Some of us admit a preju-
dice against the abstract. But all good
judges are cager to learn more about it
in order to judge fairly.

When we go out to judge a flower
show dressed in our little tailored hats
and tailored suits, our handbooks under
ocur arms, we leave six little words at
home: “I like,” and “I do not like”.
Humbly we do our best so far as our
knowledge and experience permit.

One dictionary defines the word ab-
stract in this way, easily applied to
fiower arrangement: “We separate some
cne element from all that does not
necessarily belong to it, abstract it, and
view it alone”.

When we cut a flower from its root,
we abstract it. When we trim off all
its excess foliage, we further abstract it.
However, when we set it in a container
alone or with other material, the ar-
rangement may be done in either the
traditional or modern-abstract manner,
or in dozens of ways in between these
two. Picture a yardstick with the tradi-
tional at one end and the modern-
abstract at the other end, with line-mass
in about the middle. There will be a
degree of abstraction in all arrange-
ments, from traditional to modern-
abstract, but the abstraction in the
modern-abstract will be its essential
quality.

Traditional vs. Modern-Abstract

We can define the traditional ar-
rangement as representing something
that exists, a literal picture, an illusion
of reality. It has a quality of natural-
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Hearthside Press, Inc. graciously granted permis-
sion to your editor to use this example of mod-
ern abstract art from Mrs. Cypher’s Modern Art
in Flower Arrangement.

Arranger: Mrs. Robert Godley. Photo by Mrs.
Fred f.angfnrd.

ness. It is conventional, obvious, and
the plant material will retain its phys-
ical identity. It is objective in treat-
ment, sometimes story-telling. The
judge is conscious of the pretty flowers,
clever representation, but may easily
feel that the arrangement has heen
done before.

The modern, on the other hand, uses
flowers only as units of a design, and
the more abstract the handling the
purer the design will be. The judge is
conscious of the total effect of the de-
sign rather than the flowers’ identity.
The good modern-abstract arrangement
is subjective in treatment. It expresses
the feelings of the arranger purely
through line, form, shape, color and
texture of the material used.

Objective and Subjective

Since most of us have been arranging
chjectively, the term scarcely needs de-
fining. We set out to make a realistic
arrangement for a space in our home
or at a flower show. We aim to please
the observer with our well-arranged,
feminine, eye-pleasing bouquets. In
traditional homes these arrangements
are correct, in good taste, and “com-
fortable” and make the guest feel the
same way. Fine!

The subjective treatment is quite the
opposite, however. The arranger thinks
about expressing the way he feels and
uses a line, a shape, or a color to
express his emotion: gaiety, sadness,
triumph. loneliness, joy, thankfulness.
His work will be stylized, dramatic,
simplified, almost masculine in strength,
and sometimes geometric.
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Cleveland Region, Ohio Judges Council

Often the kind of material used is
long-lasting, exotic, bold in color and
form. The abstract arrangement suits
our fast-moving life and our modern
homes. Because of its greater precision
in design, it does not allow for mistakes.
Like a work of art, the observer may
not understand or like it, but if it is
well done he will find it difficult to
ignore.

Judging the Abstract

In judging abstract arrangements we
are reminded again not to use the word
“like” even though we find it on the tip
of our tongues. And we must be wary.
The fact that it is an abstract arrange-
ment does not necessarily mean that it
is good; it may be very bad. We must
use the same principles of art in judging
the abstract as we use in judging any
arrangement.

A thrilling experience awaits the
judge who finds an excellent abstract
arrangement in a flower show. Not only
will she SEE and REACT to its dra-
matic quality, but she will have the
added thrill of being in a position as
judge to award it a blue ribbon for
the world to see.

As abstraction in flower arrangement
is mastered, arrangements will be more
individual, more independent of tradi-
tion, and flower arrangement will pro-
gress from the craft that it now is to
the art which it may be. The best is
yet to come.

Ep. Note: For further study, Mrs.
Seibel recommends the following:

Cyphers: Modern Art in Flower Ar-

rangement

Ohara: Ewveryone’s Flower Arrange-

ment

Rutt: The Art of Flower & Foliage

Arrangement
Canaday: Metropolitan Museum of
Art Seminars in Art
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Begonias

For

Blossoming Beauty

A SOLUTION FOR SHADY SPOTS

“B” is for begonias—brilliant, bounti-
{ul, and a boon for the spot that needs
vivid splashes of color, indoors or out.

Begonias combine daintiness with
brilliance of color—and simple grow-
ing requirements. The flower resembles
the camellia: it is flat of form, softly
rufied of leaf, and can grow to a
spectacular six inches.

You can count on the begonia to
cheer up the semi-shady spot where
nothing else flourishes. It is a garden
scene-stealer; give the begonia an inch,
and it will take a yard. Or seem to.
Plant fiery crimson begonias in the
dappled light bencath your shade tree,
a gleaming cluster of gold blossoms
along the sheltered north side of the
house, a gay flock of orange around
your shady patio. They will flourish in
the pot, in lath houses, in windowboxes,
or shadowboxes.

Begonias originally came from Mex-

&
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Photos courtesy Belgian Begonia Growers Assocmation

ico, but they take their name from
Michel Begon, a French botanist.

Begonias are now associated as much
with Belgium as are tulips with Hol-
land. The rich, fertile, low-country-soil
makes the plants thrive, and Belgian
gardeners know how to pamper them.

They explode into bloom in June,
end their presence up to November,
or until they are nipped by the first
frost. Begonias are the longest-blooming
of all the tubers.

The Belgian Begonia Growers Asso-
ciation tells us that fresh begonia tubers
should be stored in open bags, in a
cool but not cold place, before planting.
To hasten growth, however, the bulbs
can be planted in shallow boxes and
placed in a warm room, to be trans-
ferred to the garden when the weather
1s favorable.

When the first sprout peeps forth,
the tuber goes into a mixture of leaf
mold and sand, or peat and sand. Space
the tubers evenly in flat boxes, allowing
enough space for heavy root growth.
They should be completely covered, no
more than a half-inch deep, with only
the tip of the sprout showing. Roots
develop from the top and sides.

Place the box in a strong light, but
shiclded from the direct rays of the
sun. Temperature should be 60° to 65°
but avoid too low temperature, excess
moisture, excessive dryness. Don’t be
alarmed if growth seems leisurely;
begonias are slow starters, develop
rapidly once they get going.

When plants are four inches high,
they are ready for the garden and their
success depends upon placing them
where they will be most comfortable.
Begonias are particular about drainage:;
if your soil is heavy, add sand and peat.

Loosen the soil to a depth of eight
inches. Make a mixture of six parts
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peat and one part dried manure. Mix

this with an equal amount of the
loosened soil. Then, add a complete
fertilizer as directed by the manufac-
turer of the brand you buy.

Beneath each plant, sprinkle a couple
tablespoons of organic fertilizer. Set the
plant, firm it, and cover lightly with the
prepared soil. Plants should be nine
inches apart.

To give the bed a trim, uniform ap-
pearance, points of leaves should face
the front of bed.

Feed begonias every three or four
weeks. A peat mulch will control
weeds, retain moisture, and improve
quality. Soil or mulching, however,
should never come in contact with the
stalk.

Begonias are thirsty plants—sprinkle
generously, The stalks are brittle, so
have them carefully staked. If show-
sized blooms are desired, nip off the
first buds to appear and also the two
lateral single (female) blooms that
flank each center (male) large double
cne. And be sure to nip off all wilted
leaves and flowers.

Although begonias are usually very
healthy, dust with sulphur if powdery
mildew forms.

When the first frost makes the foliage
drop, wash the bulbs gently and air
them in the sun for several days to a
week, until the tubers are hard and
cdry. Then store them in a cool, frost-
free place until February or March
when the new growth begins.

Your begonias will be ready to add
their gay color to your garden all sum-
mer long. Under shade trees, in the
patio, along a walk or fence, wherever
you want a bright touch. With its
heauty and versatility, it’s sure to win
a permanent spot in your gardening
plans.
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news from the gardening world . . ..

Take A Vacation—
And Keep Your House
Plants Too

If youre shy about asking your
neighbor to water house plants for you
while you're away from home, horti-
culturists at VPI have a solution for
vou

J. H. Tinga has rn:.r,gzd up a
(ontraptlon which he says is very handy
for the plant lover who's taking a vaca-
tion.

He says to select a flat surface—
window ledge, table, or floor. Cover it
with about 6 layers of newspaper. Lay
a sheet of 4 mil. polyethylene plastic on
the cushion of newspaper. A plastic
table cover from the “dime store” is
all right. Use rolled-up newspapers or
sticks of wood to hold up the edges.

Pour on two inches of washed, coarse
builders sand. Flood with water to be
sure the top of the sand is level and
that the plastic is water tight. Drain
the water down to one inch deep (half
way down on the two-inch layer of
sand). Firmly seat pots on layer of
sand. Larger pots may be put one inch
above water level, Small pots should
be raised by mounding up the sand. It
will take some experimenting to adjust
so the top of the soil will not be too
wet. After the pot is set on sand, water
it from the top to establish capillarity
with the wet sand on the table.

Be sure not to use organic fertilizer
such as manure, compost, or cottonseed
meal before or after setting pots on the
sub-irrigation table. This will prevent
souring.

Inverted one-gallon jugs, milk bottles,
or other containers are used as the
water source. Hold them inverted with
a box or with bricks. Place the mouth
of the jug on a small stick and remove
the sand so a one-inch water level is
established. Raise or lower the pots
until they arc slightly damp on the
surface.

There’s one catch, The bottles have
to be filled when they are empty. How-
ever, once the sub-irrigation table is set
up, re—ﬂllmg the bottles occasionally is
less trouble for your neighbor (or for
you) than watering the plants every
day.

CLASSIFIED

Iris. Tall bearded. Generous premiums. New and old
varieties, Catalog on request. Valley’s End Iris Gar-
dens, 3275 Dunlap Blvd., Yucaipa, Calif.
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A Vicious Circle

(Continued from page 23)
has not raised an eaglet since 1947.
Eight known pairs in New Jersey have
raised no young in three years. In
Florida, an eagle expert who has studied
their nests for 20 years reported that in
100 nests along the west coast ten years
ago, 150 eaglets were produced yearly.
In this same arca in 1957 only eight
were produced, and in 1958 only three.

Residues of DDT and similar insecti-
cides accumulate in the fatty tissue of
birds feeding on worms which have
lived in contaminated soil or leaf resi-
dues. The amount taken in may be
lethal, or it may mot become lethal
until a demand is made on this fatty
tissue containing the insecticide. This
often occurs when birds are migrating
and do not have a ready source of food.

So we have a picture that might go
like this: Elm trees are sprayed to con-
trol beetles spreading Dutch elm disease.
Some of the residue accumulates in
the leaves. The leaves fall off and be-
come a part of the soil. Earthworms
living in the soil take up the insecticide.
The following spring robins feed on the
worms and are killed or weakened. A
predatory hawk eats some robins and
dies.

Messersmith believes the enormity of
the problem is only now making itself
felt. And there are more aspects of the
problem, often little understood.

Farmers and researchers have re-
ported increases in spider mite infesta-
tions after spraying for codling moths.
Red mites and aphids have been known
to increase sharply after some other pest
has been sprayed. Studies show their
natural predators were killed incidental
to spraying, so with nothing to keep
them in check these new pests increased
in numbers.

What can we do to correct this situa-
tion? Messersmith says that farmers
should be careful to follow directions on
insecticide labels. They should deter-
mine that the use of the insecticide will
outweigh damage to desirable species of
animals before using it.

Most destruction of non-target organ-
isms has occurred after aerial sprayings.
This method should be used sparingly
and only when other methods of spray-
ing are impossible, Farmers should use
every effort to cooperate with research-
ers by reporting unusual wildlife mor-
tality to the proper authorities as soon
as they find carcasses.

Messersmith says, “No one advocates
prohibiting control of pests by insecti-
cides, but more care must be used.”
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Roy H. Harner
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1716 Pennsylvania Ave.
CHARLESTON, W. VA.
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Bank of Clarke

County

Two OFFICES TO SERVE

QOur FarMm FriENDS

BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA

BOYCE, VIRGINIA

Member Federal Reserve System

Member Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation

TALLEY
&
FLANARY,
INC.

Excavating

RICHMOND,

VIRGINTA

VIRGINIA RECORD

Best Wishesto H. H. Harris, New Chairman,
Virginia Highway Commission

ELMER N. WILKINSON TRANSFER

MEBANE NORTH CAROLINA

A Salute to the Virginia Department of Highways
and Commissioner Harris

COLEMAN TRAINOR
& COMPANY

Waterworks Systems Sewerage Systems
Water Treatment Plants—Sewage Treatment Plants

P. O. Box 1477 JA 3-3848
HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA

Congratulations to Commissioner H. H. Harris

MARVIN V. TEMPLETON & SON

Highway Contractors

Phone VIctor 5-7102
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA
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¢

i
%
;
g
.
4
¢
¢
¢

¢

The Standard Engineering

Corporation
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WADE HamproNn, major-general of cavalry in the Army
of Northern Virginia, was one of the Confederate
leaders out of the legendary South. While Lee, Jackson and
A. P. Hill represented the professional soldiers who dis-
believed both in slavery and secession, Hampton was one of
the largest slave-owners, as well as the richest planter, in the
South. Of a most distinguished South Carolina family,
Hampton belonged to the great tradition of born rulers who
assumed the responsibilities along with the privilege of their
heritage.

Forty-three years old when war came, the militarily un-
trained grand seigneur raised a battalion, which he brought
to the Virginia theater, and from the opening battle, First
Manassas, Hampton showed a native talent for combat.
Oddly enough, he hated war. As his duty compelled him to
fight for his land, he brought to warfare an amazing blend
of native gifts by which he rose to an eminence of command
unequalled by any other non-professional in the Army of
Northern Virginia.

A natural leader, without fear and personally combative,
the physically powerful man applied high intelligence to a
science the lessons of which he learned by doing. Early in
the war he was given command of a brigade in Jeb Stuart’s
cavalry, and then of a division. Though little has been made
of this fact, Stuart, along with his other superlative gifts, was
a great trainer of subordinates, and it is possible that
Hampton came along as fast and as soundly as he did by
operating with this instructive leader. Unlike the infantry,
even toward the end Stuart had brought along so many
younger men that a keen rivalry kept the ambitious perform-
ing at their top. In Hampton’s case, his rivalry existed with
Fitz Lee, the commanding-general’s thirty-year-old nephew.

Their rivalry came to a head when Stuart was mortally
wounded in May, 1864, and General Lee was given the
knotty problem of choosing Stuart’s successor between his
nephew, a West Pointer, and the magnificent South Caro-
linian. Lee’s cavalry was dominated by Virginians, with no
troopers from the Deep South, and Hampton had to buck
this situation as well as the professional training of his rival.
By doing, Hampton had become as able as the professional,
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WADE HAMPTON

By CrirrorD DOWDEY
with drawings by ALEX ALLEN

except in Fitz Lee’s skill in providing forage for the gaunt
horses, and, a more serious-minded and mature man, was
perhaps better qualified for command of the cavalry corps.
General Lee hesitated for several months to choose between
the two, while the cavalry operated without a commanding-
general.

During that period, in June, Hampton, by virtue of seni-
ority in date of rank, commanded a joint operation of the
two divisions in a fight against Sheridan at Trevilian Station.
In a brilliantly arranged reception for the cocky Federal
cavalry chief, Hampton proved himself the equal, if not the
superior, of any leader of Lee’s mounted troops in directing
soldiers in combat. Hampton inflicted a sharp repulse on
the overconfident Sheridan and his own star rose. Yet, it was
not until October that he was officially designated chief of
cavalry.

After that, he broadened his fame by conducting an au-
dacious “cattle raid,” in which he temporarily stocked Lee’s
lean larder by running off some 2,500 fat steers from behind
Grant’s lines, His support of A. P. Hill’s Corps in fighting
southwest of the Petersburg lines also increased his stature
with the army, though he suffered the personal tragedy of
seeing one son die on the battlefield while another son was
wounded in caring for his brother.

He lacked, as all of them lacked, Stuart’s highly developed
gift for reconnaissance, but when the army was immobilized
in a state of siege in that last winter, reconnaissance could
not be practiced anyway. In the inaction of January, Hamp-
ton and the remnants of his own old division went to South
Carolina to try, vainly, to help check Sherman’s machine of
destruction. He never returned to Lee.

After the war, Hampton's fame soared even higher during
South Carolina’s fight against Reconstruction, and, curiously,
both he and Fitz Lee became governors of their states. How-
ever, with all the greater glory Hampton won in South Caro-
lina, he was always remembered by Lee’s veterans as the
chevalier as a combat-fighter.

Ex(e.'uve ‘tfzy’ﬂ

"’d’ ‘h; ‘n.f‘
”

In the midst of bettle, he only paused to examine a wounded son,
while the boy's brother died nearby. . . . .

Founded 1878



JOHN B. HOOD

By Crirrorp Dowpey
with drawings by ALEX ALLEN

O F ALL the generals who served with Lee, John Bell Hood
was advanced the farthest beyond his capacities and
took the biggest fall. Hood was not quite the stuff of tragedy
in the Arnistotelian definition of “a fall from high estate.” The
high place he reached was a result of unsound ambition in
him and unsound policies in President Davis, in an atmos-
phere of desperation and politics. To that extent, the rela-
tively non-mental Hood was a victim, though his fall was
nonetheless a personal tragedy to him.

By record, John B. Hood was born in Kentucky, before
Texas existed. Like many another Southerner, he fell in love
with the Southwest, made his first fame with Texas troops,
and was considered a Texan by his contemporaries. He was
thirty years old, a West Point graduate with a good record
in the U.S. Cavalry when he joined the Confederate forces.
Hood was a giant by the physical standards of his day, and
would be a big fellow even now. He stood about six feet two,
powerfully built in fine proportions, and, with his tawny-
colored beard, was an impressive figure. His fame came in
a great burst, which associated him and his Texans forever
with Lee in the days when the tide seemed to be running in
for the Confederacy.

When Lee assumed field command in June of 1862, he
inherited a hodge-podge of divisions, battalions and what-
not which bore hittle relation to the structure of the Army of
Northern Virginia he later evolved. So desperate, however,
was the plight of Richmond, that he opened the counter-
offensive against McClellan with his cumbersome force as
it then existed. Nothing worked right, except that Lee seized
and held the initiative.

The crisis came late in the second big battle of the Seven
Days, Gaines’ Mill, when it seemed that initiative and a bold
battle-plan were not enough. Almost the whole army was
fought out and, with dusk falling, the Federals could not be
budged from their strong natural position on the hill that
rose to the plateau occupied by the Watt House (which is
still there). Then Hood led in the Texas brigade. Charging
with bayonets, the natively tough men climbed straight up
the hill, over-running three positions of the enemy, and broke
the hinge of the Federal line on top of the plateau. From

LXK

With a traditional bayonet-charge, Hood’s Texans broke the cen-
ter at Gaines” Mill, and opened the way for Lee’s first victory. . . .

to tell the Virginia Story

JUNE

that break, Lee went on to win his first battle, leading to the
break of the siege of Richmond and on to the great cam-
paigns of the summer of 62,

As in any such spectacular action, Hood was given the
opportunity to strike at the climactic moment. Other units,
particularly A. P. Hill’s big Light Division, in fighting them-
selves out, took a toll of the enemy and kept the pressure
on. Virginia units, attacking almost simultaneously with the
Texans, drove up the hill to exploit the break. Yet, Hood
and his brigade possessed the qualities to make the most of
the opportunity, and their way of going made “Hood’s
Texans” forever after a synonym for invincibility in combat.

Gaines’ Mill was no one-shot performance. The Texans
were conspicuous at Second Manassas and heroic in defense
at Sharpsburg. In the fall of 62, Hood advanced to division
command and was one of the great combat generals of Lee’s
army. ;

Then, in the fall of ’63, he went west with Longstreet in
a move to bolster Bragg’s army for a decisive battle. Though
inept Bragg was unable to benefit from the victory Long-
street’s two divisions helped give him, Hood enjoyed another
great day, at the height of which he took a wound that re-
sulted in a leg amputation. It was while he was recuperating
in Richmond that the man-of-action became a favorite of
Jefferson Davis and Braxton Bragg, then the president’s
“military adviser,” and made the most of his opportunities
to advance himself. He was promoted to licutenant-general,
with corps command in the Army of Tennessce, where Joe
Johnston had succeeded Bragg.

In the breakdown of relations between Davis and Johns-
ton, the president—over Lee’s advice—gave Hood command
of the army with instructions to assume the offensive against
Sherman’s numerically superior army. The result was a series
of disasters, which culminated in Hood’s resignation from
the army with a permanent cloud on his reputation. It was
really not his fault. He showed flashes of brilliance and sound
planning, and he was a born fighter. But he never had the
confidence of the army and the odds were too great, against
any general who ever lived, for waging a successful offensive.

In the Army of Northern Virginia, he was always remem-
bered for his great fighting days under Lee, and the “Texans™
remained Lee’s favorite shock troops to the end.
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Congratulations to Highway Commissioner H. H. Harris

GRUBB MOTOR LINES, INC.

John A. Hall
& Co., Inec.

Paving Contractors

Phone: Diamond 3-8460

LEXINGTON NORTH CAROLINA
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA
i e e e e e

744 Massanutten St.

TOWN TIRE SERVICE

MT. AIRY, NORTH CAROLINA

Salutations and Best Wishes to Commissioner H. H. Harris
M. A. LAYMAN & SONS, INC.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Call Harrisonburg 4-3878

Harrisonburg, Va.

MANASSAS LUMBER CORP.

BUILDING MATERIALS

LUMBER MILLWORK
HARDWARE PAINTS
EM 8-2141 MANASSAS, VIRGINIA

Millwork suppliers for the C. L. Barnes & Sons

Furniture Store, Manassas. See page 20.

s

Felicitations and Best Wishes

to H. H. Harris, Virginia’s New Highway Commissioner

JOHNSON and CONWELL

Warehouse and Truck Lines

FRANKLIN VIRGINIA
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VIRGINIA
BUSINESS
REVIEW

VERNE STEVENSON

THE FIRST shopping mall in Virginia,
a completely enclosed shopping
center with more than 40 stores and
shops under one roof, has gone under
construction at Roanoke.

Known as The Crossroads, the im-
mense mall will cost an estimated $5
million and will provide employment
for approximately 800 persons. Com-
pletion is scheduled for March 1, 1961.

* ¥ *

A-S-R Corporation, razor manufac-
turers at Staunton, have merged with
Phillip Morris, Inc. The merger was
accomplished on a stock exchange basis
of 414 shares of A-S-R stock for each
share of Phillip Morris stock and in-
cludes a Chicago subsidiary, Supreme
Products. The Staunton plant employs
about 800 persons.

* % *

Expansion of existing industries in
Virginia was more important than the
establishment of new plants during the
first quarter of 1960, the Virginia De-
partment of Conservation and Develop-
ment reports. There were 21 plant ex-
pansions, which eventually will add
1,700 to 2,000 employees to payrolls.

*® %

The General Crushed Stone Com-
pany of Easton, Pa., has acquired and
is revamping the crushed stone plant
at Verdon, Va., formerly owned by the
J. E. Baker Company of York, Pa.

O. E. Benson, president of General
Crushed Stone, said his company has
served the Virginia area for years from
its operation at Glen Mills, Pa., and
supplied aggregates for pre-cast tunnel
sections for the Hampton Roads Cross-
ing between Norfolk and Newport
News.

J. Walter Harward, division sales
manager, will be in charge of sales for
the new plant and will maintain his
office at Verdon, Benson said.

* N W

Norfolk and Western Railway has
launched an intensive research project
designed to create 30,000 jobs and $120
million in annual revenue by pinpoint-
ing desirable new industrial sites along
the railroad’s traffic area.

to tell the Virginia Story

The project, which will be conducted
by Fantus Area Research of New York
and Chicago, will require two years for
completion but initial reports will be
available in three months, N&W Presi-
dent Stuart T. Saunders said. These
will be released to N & W customers and
others interested.

* % %

Industrial Rayon Corporation is ex-
panding its facilities at the company’s
Covington, Va., plant to step up pro-
duction of Nyloft, a new bulked nylon
filament yarn designed specifically for
quality floor coverings. Limited com-
mercial manufacture of polypropylene
fibers, marketed under the trade name
Prolene, has also been started at Cov-
ington, President Hayden B. Kline an-
nounced. i

Chesterfield County Bank has opened
a new branch in the Stratford Hills
Shopping Center. The bank will be
housed temporarily in a modern 45-
foot trailer with semi-permanent foun-
dations and special equipment.

¥ *

Martin Processing Co., processors of
Orlon and polyester duPont Mylar, is
expected to begin operation at Collins-
ville by September 1.

The company’s new windowless
$250,000 plant is currently under con-
struction. Containing 32,000 square feet
of floor space, the plant will be air con-
ditioned and humidified. Full produc-
tion is scheduled for March, 1961.

% * %

Stonega Coal and Coke Co. has an-
nounced it tentatively plans to spend
$21% million on a new coal mine and
cleaning plant on its Wise County prop-

erties at Big Stone Gap. No operation
date has been set.
* W

Campbell’s Photo Service and Supply
Corp. of Norfolk held the formal open-
ing of its new $500,000 photo and color
finishing plant at Norfolk Industrial
Park in April.

The new plant is considered one of
the most modern in the South and the
largest of its type in Virginia,

NAMES IN THE NEWS

Homestead Hotel at Hot Springs
announces the promotion of James W.
Corbett to executive assistant manager,
a newly created position, with Eugene
D. Hart succeeding Corbett as auditor.
... George W. Trum, former assistant
manager of products control for Rus-
sell-Miller Mining Co. at Buffalo, N.
Y., is new manager of the chemistry
department of American Machine and
Foundry Co.’s operation in Richmond.
. . . John E. Scott, vice president of
American National Bank of Ports-
mouth, has been elected vice chairman
of Group One, Virginia Bankers Assn.
. . . Floyd B. Thomas, former operator
of a watch repair store at Roanoke,
has purchased Lemon’s Jewelry Store
at Pulaski. . . . James R. Dague, for-
mer assistant manager for Amoco in
Charlotte, N. C., has been named
Richmond district manager for Ameri-
can Oil Co. He succeeds I. C. Wood
who will become district manager in
Pittsburgh. . . . Joseph 1. Baker, a na-
tive of South Boston, has been pro-
moted to assistant sales manager of the
military system of the Eclipse-Pioneer
Division of Bendix Aviation Corp. at

4l use less mortar with
superior WEST SAND"'

You know, Mr. Contractor,
that masonry sand will
save you money. And WEST
has this superior product
exclusively.

In addition to the finest sand and
gravel, WEST provides the fastest,
most efficient service for all orders.
We are big enough to handle your
largest order, yet small enough to
serve you individually.

Call WEST for the finest sand and gravel for
masonry, septic tanks, plaster, concrete and
highways.

WEST SAND AND GRAVEL CO0., INC.

2801 RADY STREET e RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

M1 8-8307
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Jr— Tateboro, N. J. . . . H. Ribble Price
has joined the J. O. Hoge Realty Com-

' pany in Blacksburg. . . . C. Braxton
FUEL OIL and EQUIPMENT C0'9 INC“ Valentine was elected a member of the
Chesapeake Corporation of Virginia's

ASPHALT and HEATING board of directors at the annual stock;

holders meeting in Aprl. . . . C. C.
Wright, treasurer and general manager
ot Abingdon Grocery Co., Inc., at Ab-

ingdon, has been named vice president
FOR ALL PURPOSES and a member of the executive com-
mittee of the United States Wholesale
Telephone Diamond 5-8866 2677 Roanoke Ave., S.W. Grocers’ Assn. Inc. . . . Thomas ]J.

Griffin, former head of the planning
ROANOKE e VIRGINIA P. O. Box 762 department at the Carter plant of J. P.
Stevens and Co., Inc., at South Boston,
has been promoted to the position of
- s Dlant superintendent. He succeeds
James A. Patterson who will become

i g Bt e ittt oL B G Sl R superintendent of the South Boston
. 5 and Rocky Mount plants. H. Phil
> > Worth steps up as head of the planning
e . department. ®
. We salute Virginia’s Department of Highways and .
e et Commision B 5. Baris : Best Wishes t
. newly appointed Commissioner H. H. Harris . est Wishes to
: : H.H. Harris

] : | CURLES MOVERS

TALBOTT-MARK é

. . MARYLAND
5 company’ I" c. . MR. BULK BUYER: -
y : IT COSTS LESS
& . TO BUY THE BEST! |
Wax & CLeaner ror FLoOORS r —
. . SeaLs For Woon, =
Terrazzo & CoNcrere
i iy q™ g . Write for folder
’ CLARKSVILLE, VIRGINIA : i for fol
x g CH EHMu LEAVI: CO.

’ EXMORE
) ESSO SERVICENTER

Telephone Gilbert 2-6144

. . STANLEY KELLAM, Manager
: Highway Contractors ; @

ATLAS TIRES
BATTERIES AND ACCESSORIES

e ® ® ® @ @ ® @ @ ®, 8 8 e e W @ e e ® w 8 W e e " @ » Exnmrc,\’irzinia
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Vlrgmla Telephone & Telegraph Company
VIRGINIA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE COMPANY

Serving 27 of Virginia’s Fastest Growing Communities in the Northern,
Central, and Southside Sections of the Old Dominion Since 1931

27 Exchanges Serving Approximately 45,000 Company Owned Telephones

“DEDICATED TO PUBLIC SERVICE”

o

L

gaCK THE ATTACK

N TRAFFC ACCIOENTS

PITTS THEATERS OF VIRGINIA

Fredericksburg, Virginia

) ol e
e —————————

CHARLES W. WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES

Glyndon, Maryland
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Roads  -:-  Bridges

BRISTOL DIVISION:
Route #1 and Wallace Ave., Bristol, Virginia

DeLASHMUTT BROTHERS

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

INC

i J

Contracting and Engineering
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Gregory Construction Company, ‘I
Incorporated I

GENERAL CONTRACTOR |

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL fl
Phone Empire 8-3169

General Contractor for the New C. L. Barnes & Sons Furniture Store [I

e fisns § gty ol
575 Prince William Street Manassas, Virginia ﬂ.

Hale Electric Company, Inc.

Electrical Contractors

; .
‘)V:Sl-\‘s

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Phone Staunton, Tuxedo 6-0236 P. O. Box 78

VERONA, VA.

PERRY ELECTRIC CO., INC.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Industrial — Residential — Commercial

28th & Huntington Ave. Phone CHestnut 4-1300

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

EARTH -

MOVING
“Farm Work Our Specialty”
® SHOVELS ® GRADING
® DRAGLINES ® ROADS
® MOTOR ® SEPTIC TANK
GRADER EXCAVATING
® BULLDOZERS ® FARM
DRAINAGE
® 'KHOE
BB ® FISH PONDS
>
i ® FARM TILE
® CLEARING DRAINAGE

All Work Under Personal Supervision

Freg ESTIMATES

TELEPHONE ORANGE-7355
or John K. Kelly, VA 5-8637
or Robert W. Reddish
Orange-6311 or WH 8-3442

MOORE, KELLY
& REDDISH

108 W. Church St.

Orange, Va. P. O. Box 606

SNOW, JR. |
AND
KING, INC.

[ S0}

MASONRY
CONTRACTORS [

(o )

2415 Church Street |

Phone MA 2-2838

NORFOLK 4, VA.
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AGC Officers (from page 17)

to that time, he was employed with the
U. 8. Engincers Department and Stone
& Webster Engineering Corporation. He
is 2 member and past president of the
Engincers Club of Hampton Roads and
the Tidewater Chapter of the Virginia
Society of Professional Engineers. He is
also a member of the Virginia Airports
Authority, Board of Review—Real Es-
tate Assessments, Kiwanis Club of Nor-
folk, Virginia State Chamber of Com-
merce, Virginia Club, and Norfolk
Yacht and Country Club. He is a mem-
ber of the Church Council, First Luth-
eran Church of Norfolk and chairman
of the Finance and Stewardship Com-
mittee and Building Committee. He is
a co-teacher of the Young Lutheran
Adults. He is married to the former
Miss Eloise E. Williams of Lake Wales,
Florida, and has two daughters, Jean
Gray and Nancy E.

The following new regular directors
were elected for a three-year term: J. R.
Liles, Tidewater Construction Corpo-
ration, Norfolk; J. A. Moncure, ]Jr.,
Conquest, Moncure & Dunn, Inc., Rich-
mond; H. H. Cable, Eugene Simpson
& Bro., Alexandria; G. R. Martin, Mar-
tin Bros., Contractors, Inc., Roanoke,
and R. E, Lee, R. E. Lee & Son, Inc.,
Charlottesville. H. R. Garden, Old Vir-
ginia Brick Company, Inc., Salem, and
Earl Martin, N. W. Martin & Bros.,
Inc., Charlottesville, were elected as as-
sociate advisory directors for a three-

year term. E. M. Gourley, Southern

Materials Company, Inc., Norfolk, was
elected as an associate advisory director
for a one-year term.

In addition to the three new officers,
the following four members were also
appointed to the Executive Committec:
H. H. Cable, Eugene Simpson & Bro.,
Alexandria; H. E. Doyle, Doyle and
Russell, Richmond; G. R. Martin,
Martin Bros., Contractors, Inc., Roa-
noke, and F. L. Showalter, Jr., F. L.
Showalter, Inc., Lynchburg.

(Continued on mext page)

MEMBER

SILAS S. KEA & SONS

General Contractors

Telephone 2521 IVOR, VA.

General Contractors for the new Merchants & Farmers Bank of Franklin,
featured on page 18 of this issue.

DODD BROTHERS, Ine.

Plastering and Dry-Wall Contractors

P. O. Box 251 Phone DA 5-8810
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

Also Call DU 5-9434 Vienna, Virginia

GRAHAM BROTHERS

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

709 W. Grace Street
Dial MI 4-2345
RICHMOND 3, VIRGINIA

ENGLISH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.

General Contractors

Altavista, Virginia
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The main speaker for the General
Business Session was Dr. Charles W.
Williams, Economic Adviser for the
Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond.
The subject of Dr. Williams® talk was
“What Will Likely Happen in Con-
struction.” Thomas D. Rutherfoord,
Rutherfoord Insurance Agency of Roa-
noke, addressed the Contractors’ Meet-
ing on the subject of contractors’ bonds
and insurance, and Henry S. Read,
vice-president of Virginia Engineering
Company, Inc., Newport News, ad-

dressed the Contractors’ Mecting on
building contractors’ equipment. Speak-
ers for the Associate Division Meeting
were Earl Martin, N. W. Martin &
Bros., Inc. of Charlottesville, who spoke
on the four-hour bid plan, and Joe L.
Rosenbaum, Roanoke Engineering Sales
Company of Richmond, who spoke on
the Construction Specifications Insti-
tute. Elected chairman of the Associate
Division was G. H. Cothran, J. H.
Cothran Company, Inc. of Altavista.

(o )

UNIVERSITY CAFETERIA

1517-19 WEST MAIN STREET

THOMAS JEFFERSON INN
DINING ROOM

ROUTE 29 NORTH

BLAIR HOUSE

ROUTE 29 NORTH

Charlottesville, Virginia

UEO:&. 0/[8/[/:5 50n ﬁ)ﬂl

One Of America’s Finest New Motor Inns

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

E. C. Womack,

Inc.

General

Contractors

Hicaway
Pusric UTiLrTIES

WATER AND SEWER

NORFOLK,
VIRGINIA

7 Mt. Airy, Maryland
WONDERFUL FOOD—EXCELLENT FACILITIES
TeL. 2-7101 Bruce R. Ricuarpson, Jr., Gen. Mgr, h

o

Case

Construction

Co.

General
Contractors

BRIDGES « DAMS
AND
DIFFICULT FOUNDATIONS
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STUART M. PERRY
INC.

Asphalt Division

AspHALT PAVING OF

ArL Kinps

Crushed Stone for
All Purposes

Phone MOhawk 2-3431

Office & Quarry:
2 Miles West on Rt. 50

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA

=

The finest in Architects and
Engineers Supplics and Equipment

Drawing Instruments — Tracing Papers
Mechanical & Drawing Pencils
Transits — Levels — Tripods
Slide Rules — Metallic Tapes

Steel Chains — Steel Tapes
Level Rods — Range Poles
Plumb Bobs — Level & Field Books

@

INSTRUMENT RENTAL &
REPAIRS

&

Blue Prints and Photostats
Blue and Black Line Prints

TECHNICAL
REPRODUCTION &
SUPPLY CORP.

128 W. Kirk Roanoke, Va.
Dial DI 5-1533
826 Sixth Ave. Huntington, W. Va.
Dial 8309

Call Either of the Above Numbers
For Field Demonstration of Instruments

to tell the Virginia Story
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.
SOUTH BOSTON, VIRGINIA

§
memmmm N N ST T T T S e el

Distributor of Shell Petroleum Products g
s

C. WATKINS, PreSmENT

UNITED STATES OIL CO., INC.

The In

“On the Trail of the Lonesome Pine”

Down

fine, wholesome food and gracious service.

n at Wise Court House

through the years—a great name for

WISE, VIRGINIA
Chas. A. Applebee, Manager

:
:

M. J GROVE LIME COMPANY, INC.

LIME, CRUSHED STONE, PULVERIZED LIMESTONE

NANCE & VIVADELLI COMPANY

mmz-wmmmm B LR e R

BURTON P. SHORT & SON, INC.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

We Specialize in All Types of Asphalt Roads

P. O. Box 1107

JUNE 1960

il
LIME KILN, MARYLAND 1L
\

Manufacturers of \

Plants: Frederick, Maryland i I
Stephens City, Virginia Li'
l

2200 North Westmoreland
Arlington, Virginia
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

SEWER AND WATER LINES

Phone REgent 2-8412

PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA
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MYERS & QUIGG, INC.

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION

Asphalt & Concrete

91 O St., S.E. Washington, D. C.

% LITTLE
MISTAKES

We extend greetings CAN

MAKE

new Virginia B'G
Highway Commissioner, A(('DE"TS

Mr. H. H. Harris

to the

S. W. RAWILS,
BALLENGER

Incorporated

PAVING

Abbott’s Bus Lines

Service Between

Roanoke, Va.—Newcastle, Va.
Roanoke—Martinsville—Clifton Forge

Charter Work

Phones DI 3-1133 and DI 2-2766
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA

’ DOMINION
. NATIONAL

BANK
of
Bristol,

Virginia-Tennessee

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, $  500,000.00

; SURPLUS oo 725,000.00
|
UNDIVIDED PROFITS.  300,000.00

RESOURCES ... (Over) 20,000,000.00

MemMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
CORPORATION

MemeErR FEpERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

DoMini ou
J\[Anoay&;.
Bnuno : |

YA/ BRISTOL

= VA.-TEnu./

-t Serving Southust Virginic /]
and st Tnusie /8
SINCE 1890 i

CO. Distributors
GULF OIL
PRODUCTS
GREENVILLE
SOUTH CAROLINA TIRES .
BATTERIES //
AUTO ACCESSORIES )
e Franklin,
ILI_ Virginia
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Rare Perfumer Swen to Valentine [I1usewm

BY G. WaTsoN JaMmes, Jr.

Y

uE Irisu PoET’s line aptly fits this

Rose Water Still, more than 250
years old, which will shortly be present-
ed to the Valentine Museum by the
children of the late James Cocke Feild,
who as a child helped his grandmother
operate this household contrivance
which produced those delicate feminine
refinements of life for pioneer women.

In it were “brewed” rose water, lav-
ender-scent and other homemade per-
fumes with which Milady bewitched
the male sex in the yesteryears, long
before the exotic products of Paris
reached these shores.

Fortunately, Mr. Feild has left for
posterity this description of how the
perfume-maker was operated:

“The rim inside the top was to catch
the evaporation as it dripped down
from the top of the cone and to feed
it into the spout. My grandmother
would gather anywhere from a peck
to a half bushel of petals in the morn-
ing. Perhaps we would start the process
about nine o'clock and the finished
product would be completed by about
one in the afternoon.

The nectar of the rose distilled n
this ancient perfumer was of great

“I remember how she would care-
fully pack the fresh petals in the con-
tainer, then start her fire of oak bark.
This would burn slowly and was always
used for the fuel, although I suppose in
the earlier times the still was really made to burn charcoal.
Gradually the heat would drive the sap in the petals out and
it would steam up into the pewter cone where it was con-
densed and would drip down the sides. When it was caught
on the rim inside it would begin to flow out the spout and
my grandmother would catch it in a small jar. The whole
container of petals would net perhaps a half a pint of rose
water.

“Her favorite type of rose for this purpose was the ‘Dam-
ask” rose, and she had great gardens of them outside the old
homestead over there in Purdy, Va.

“After the last drops of water had been extracted and the
still had cooled off, came the time I liked best. The dried-
out petals would come from the container in a cake about
as big around as a pie, about an inch thick, and would smell
the sweetest of anything I've ever known.

to tell the Virginia Story

But the Scent of the Rose Will Hang Round it Still—Thomas Moore

assistance to pioneer women when

they “dolled up.”

JUNE 1960

.

“Perfumery, too, was not the only
use to which these aromatic products
were put. I've eaten many a cake fla-
vored with the drops from this spout,
for such things were considered great
adjuncts to the art of cooking.”

According to data left to his children,
Mr. Feild believed that the still might
well have dated back to as early as
1713, when a Lord Buchanan became
the owner of the “Kirk Basket” estate
near Edinborough, Scotland. His son
married and emigrated to America
about 1740. He brought the still with
him, and through various descendants
it became the property of Mr. Feild’s
grandmother who married Edward
Wyatt.

The ancient contrivance had lain in
the attic of the old Wyatt and Feild
home at Purdy for many years. The old
homestead was formerly known as
“Walnut Grove,” the Colonial home of
the Feilds through their maternal an-
cestor. Some years ago it was given as
a gift for benevolent purposes to the
Episcopal Church by the late George
Wythe Feild, a brother of J. C. Feild,
and the estate with its 70 acres is now
used as a home for girls.

Whitaker Photo

The dust of decades continued to set-
tle upon the old apparatus in the attic
until boyhood memories were revived,
and J. C. Feild set out to reclaim the prized possession of his
grandmother. He had it brought to his Emporia home where
it remained until his death.

The following children of Mr. Feild are the donors: Mus.
George F. Baker, Mrs. F. E. Brott, and Mrs. Richard G.
James, all of Richmond, and James Wyatt Feild, of Alex-
andria.

Incidentally the still has been pronounced by experts to be
a rare museum piece and perhaps the only one left in Vir-
ginia or even in the whole South. One expert, Professor
Leeds of the Philadelphia Academy of Science, informed M.
Feild some years ago that such stills were never heard of
farther north than the Old Dominion because of the need
for quantities of roses—which might mean that the still to
be donated to the Valentine Museum is the only one left
in this country.
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THE JAMES GIBBONS COMPANY
RELAY, MARYLAND

Common Carriers of Bituminous and Tar Products
Within a Radius of 200 Miles of Baltimore

Telephone Elkridge 50

A Salute to the Virginia Department of Highways and

Commussioner H. H. Harris

THE GENERAL CRUSHED STONE CO.

CrUSHED STONE — RAILROAD BAaLLAST — Rir RaP

J. W. Harward
District Sales Manager Phone Gum Tree CA 7-2015

DOSWELL, VIRGINIA

— —_——— e e —

Jarrell & Glancy Sinclair Distributors

and

Jarrell & Glancy Truck Terminal

26 Miles North of Richmond on U. S. #1 L
HEWLETT, VIRGINIA

cm— — e — _— e SR

— — - — e ——

|
|

Robertson-Fowler Company, Inc.
Heavy and Highway Contractors

HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA
and |
BUCHANAN, VIRGINIA

. -— — e ——— —

PAGE FORTY VIRGINIA RECORD Founded 1878




INTERSTATE SYSTEM

(Continued from page 7)

is in operation.

At the present time Interstate Route
95 is being extended from the Rich-
mond-Petersburg Turnpike at Peters-
burg to Route 35 and north of Rich-
mond to Route 54 at Ashland. Addi-
tional work is also being done at
Hampton Roads.

This gigantic project, the biggest
peacetime public works program in
history, will cost the taxpayers an esti-
mated one billion five hundred thou-
sand dollars for the Interstate route
in Virginia. It is being financed on a
pay-as-you-go basis with the federal
government furnishing 90 per cent of
the cost and the state 10 per cent.

Will the new highway system be
worth the price?

Looking at it in one way, we haven’t
much choice. During 1959 an estimated
68 million vehicles crowded onto our
nation’s over-congested roads and high-
ways. This number is expected to in-
crease to 100 million by 1975, the

estimated date of completion of the
Interstate System. Placed bumper to
bumper, the number of cars on Ameri-
can highways in 1975 would stretch
around the world 12 times.

Safety experts maintain the new
superhighways will pay for themselves
many times over in still another way—
by saving human lives. You, the motor-
ist, will have a good deal better chance
of surviving that weekend trip you take
10 to 15 years hence.

Studies conducted on toll roads and
similiar superhighways show accident
rates are only a fraction of those on
ordinary roads. At least 4,000 lives a
year should be saved once the Interstate
System is in full operation.

W. B. Shelton, associate traffic engi-
neer for the Virginia Department of
Highways, believes this decrease in ac-
cident deaths can be attributed to cer-
tain specific features of the superhigh-
way. Look at it this way:

1. Wide lanes, easy curves, long sight
distances and stabilized shoulders great-
ly reduce the hazards of sideswiping
and shoulder accidents.

2. Wide median strips separating op-

posing traffic lanes virtually eliminate
head-on collisions.

3. Most important, control of access
with illuminated interchanges and ade-
quate deceleration and acceleration
lanes removes the problem of inter-
section accidents and greatly reduces
the chances of bumper-type accidents.

What it adds up to is a road designed
to handle a large volume of traffic at
high speed more safely than any type
of highway yet devised.

Put to a test, the theory stands up.
The Bureau of Public Roads, in a study
of accident and fatality rates on con-
trolled access highways in 30 states,
found the following:

Urban  Accident Death
Rate Rate
No control of
access 526 4.0
Partial control 496 4.6
Full control 166 2.0

Some hazards especially characteristic
of superhighways remain. One possibil-
ity is ‘“driver hypnosis,” a condition
most likely to occur while driving on

Salutations to Commissioner H. H. Harris

CASSELL COAL COMPANY

&

o

CHILHOWIE, VIRGINIA

&

Congratulations and Best Wishes

to Commassioner H. H. Harris

Ralph E. Mills Company

- Incorporated -

General Contractor

| FRANKFORT, KY.

SALEM, VA. |
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CEMENT STORAGE SILOS
AGGREGATE BINS
CONVEYORS - ELEVATORS
— TRUCK MIXERS -

New and Used Equipment Available

Contractor’s Supplies

Marion S. Branch Co..

Inc.
1703 Campbell Ave.

Dial Victor 5-1766

LYNCHBURG, VA.

L =

BLACKWELL
ENGINEERING CO.

General Contractors

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
EXCAVATING
ROADS AND STREETS
WATERWORKS AND SEWERS
DRAINAGE

e BRIDGES
DEVELOPMENTS DESIGNS
ESTIMATES AND SURVEYS

PLANS

Main Office Branch Office
PH. JErrERsON 4-7771 Prone 203
P. O. Box 358 P. O. Box 491

MERRIFIELD, VIRGINIA  WARRENTON, VIRGINIA

Felicitations to
Virginia’s Highway Department
and

Newly Appointed Commissioner H. H. Harris

AMERICAN
ASPHALT PRODUCTS
CO.

60 P Street, S.E. Phone LlIncoln 6-3810

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Congratulations and Best Wishes
to H. H. Harris, Virginia’s New

Highway Commission Chairman

G. M. CROCETTL,

Ine.

Tile Contractors

Mary CroceTTr,
President

A. F. Cavazazr,

Vice-President

E. T. Spano,
Vice-President

311 East 150th St. New York 52, N. Y.
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long, uninterrupted stretches of high-
way. To overcome this danger, de-
signers are attempting to vary the lanes
as much as possible.

Another is the tendency to lose
awareness of speed. On an open road,
especially one with the broad propor-
tions of the superhighway, 60 miles per
hour soon seem like 35 and the speed-
ometer creeps up with the driver none
the wiser. Engineer Harwood feels the
answer to this problem is in driver
education and alert police patrols.

For Virginia, the Interstate System is
the latest in a series of bold moves
starting with the first washboard road
at the turn of the century—a remark-
able story of progress contained in a
span of 54 years separating the ad-
ministrations of Capt. P. St. Julian
Wilson and Howard Hugh Harris.

Starting with mud holes and ruts, the
state during this period has brought its
primary and secondary road system up
to 51,000 miles of surfaced and im-
proved highways.

To do it, recalls C. S. Mullen, retired
chief highway engineer, the state back
in “the old days” had to use every con-
ceivable means of transportation to get
to the site of its own construction
projects.

When Mr. Mullen applied for a job
in the fall of 1908, he found Com-
missioner Wilson’s office squashed in
an alcove in the northeast cornmer of
the Capitol. The Highway Department
was rounding out its first two years on
a budget of $16 000 (compared with
$209,208,159 in 1959-60), Mr. Mullen
eagerly accepted a job as inspector at
$50 a month on a macadam road
project in Russell County.

“When would you like me to leave,
sir?” he asked.

“Tonight,” the commissioner replied.

It was a journey the young inspector
would never forget. The Commissioner
might as well have said Acapulco.

He went to Petersburg and caught
the Norfolk and Western to Blueficld,
changed to the Clinch Valley Branch
and arrived at Cleveland the following
afternoon.

At Cleveland, he found a horse wait-
ing to take him on a five-mile trip over
the mountains to Lebanon, the county
seat of Russell. The following day he
and Resident Engineer Harry Darden
completed the trip on horseback to
Blackford where the job young Mullen
was to inspect began.

Even as late as World War II, Mr.
Mullen recalls an order issued from the
Richmond office to field engineers to
cover their work on foot if no other
means of transportation was available.

to tell the Virginia Story

“If night overtook them, they were to
stop at a farmhouse and resume their
journey in the morning,” Mr. Mullen
said.

The Only Long Road

The only road of any appreciable
length in the state, at the time the
Highway Commission was formed, was
the Valley Turnpike, a toll road which
ran from the West Virginia line north
of Winchester to Staunton.

Senator Harry Byrd, destined later
to pen Virginia's famed “pay-as-you-
go” plan, became interested in roads at

president of the Valley Turnpike Com-
pany. Any similarity between road
construction then (1908) and now, is
purely coincidental, he claims.

“Up until that time,” he said, “the
Valley Turnpike was maintained by
breaking stone by hand. A man would
be in the middle of a road and he
would have a hammer and break the
stonc up. That stone would then be
spread over the road. The steel tires
of the wagons would pulverize the rock
and, as it was limestone, it would
cement together and make a solid
road.”

Then came the automobile which

the age of 21 when he was elected sent the rocks flying into the ditch.
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Hoping to solve the problem, Com-
missioner Wilson conducted what may
have been the first experiments with a
bituminous binder.

In those early days, the Commission
operated on the principle of state aid,
with the state lending engineering and
financial assistance to the counties. By
1912 the state had actively participated
in the construction of 1441 miles of
highways and by 1914 the counties,
becoming increasingly active, had voted
road bond issucs totaling $6.,675,100.

On Dec. 15, 1913, Captain Wilson
resigned to become chief engineer of
the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads and
was succeeded as highway commissioner
by George P. Coleman.

Virginia was beginning to get some
semblance of a road system by use of
convict labor, state aid and county
funds but in 1913 the only continuously
improved road of appreciable length
was still the Valley Pike.

“Roads,” said Mr. Mullen, “‘were
often described as starting nowhere and
ending nowhere.”

American Association Organized

Throughout the state and nation
groups began to organize, pushing for
systematic improvement of highways.
In 1914 the American Association of
State Highway Officials was organized
with Henry G. Shirley (then with the
Maryland Roads Commission) as presi-
dent and Virginia’s Commissioner Cole-
man as vice president.

In 1916 this group, along with simi-
larly interested organizations, secured
passage of a federal aid bill which im-
mediately forced all the states to or-
ganize highway departments on a state
basis and to think in terms of a state
system of highways coordinated with a
national system.

Virginia had already laid the ground-
work for such action and in 1918 estab-
lished a state highway system of 4,000
miles. The state was made responsible
for improvements and maintenance
with the funds coming from taxes on
automobile registration.

During the next several years a high-
way commission was organized with
members representing geographical di-
visions in the state. In 1922 Mr. Shirley
came to Virginia where he was handed
the reins as highway chief, a position
which he held until his death.

By this time the Highway Depart-
ment could claim a system of 4,500
miles of roads, 2,000 of them hard-
surfaced. But 35,000 miles of roads re-
mained under the administration of the
counties and these were for the most
part “a mud-bound nightmare.” Clearly
the problem was money and in 1923

to tell the Virginia Story
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7th & Leigh Sts. MIlton 8-8326

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Best Wishes to Virginia’s Department of Highways and
Congratulations to Commissioner H. H. Harris

“Born in Blackstone - Grmving
with Blackstone”

Furry EQuirrEp To MEET THE INDUSTRIAL TRANSPORTATION NEEDS
oF VIRGINIA's ExranpinGg INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Modern platform trailer used to transport
leaf tobacco, machinery, steel and many
other general commodities. modities.

S

THE TRANSPORT CORPORATION
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THE EPES TRANSPORT SYSTEM

(VAN DIVISION)

S

Home Office: Blackstone, Virginia

Virginia Terminals: Richmond and Danville

OTHER TERMINALS: Durham, N. C., Winston-Salem, N. C., Rocky Mount,
N. C,, Elkridge, Md., and Lexington, Ky.

Modern van used to transport cigarettes,
manufactured tobacco and general com-

the choice was put to the voters: Sena-
tor Byrd’s “pay-as-you-go™ plan or a
bond issue.

The press almost uniformly favored
a bond issue, Senator Byrd recalled. In
fact, he maintains only three papers in
the state supported his plan—“the
paper I owned, the paper Senator
Keezle owned at Harrisonburg and the
paper that Senator Glass owned at
Lynchburg.”

But election day came and the voters
spoke for themselves, favoring the “pay-
as-you-go” plan over a bond issue by a
60,000 majority. The only reason the
bond issue wasn't defeated by 100,000
votes, wrote one editor, was “that the
farmers couldn’t get through the mud
to vote.”

With this overwhelming expression
of public opinion, the General Assembly
in 1923 adopted a three cents per gallon
gasoline tax, the highest of any state in
the union. The revenue was designated
solely for highway construction and
maintenance.

The history of highways in Virginia
and throughout the nation has been
beset by a common problem—the
phenomenal development and usage of
the automobile.

This was as true in the 1920’s as it is
today. Legislation increased the size of
the state system, helping to relieve the

We Salute
Commissioner Harris and the
Virginia Department of
Highways

Belmont
Trap Rock
Company,

Ine.

PRODUCERS OF

CRUSHED STONE
TU 6-2633

Staunton, Virginia
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counties of their financial burden, but
tunds could never increase as rapidly as
demand. In 1926 the gasoline tax was
raised to four-and-a-half cents and in
1928 to five cents per gallon.

By this time there were 5,245 miles
in the state system, of which 3,408 miles
were hard-surfaced. This included the
entire length of the Richmond-Wash-
ington highway and the Downing
Bridge, the largest publicly owned
bridge in the state, across the Tappa-
hannock River.

In 1932 the state took over the sec-
ondary road system, a bold act matched
even today by only four other states.
In the beginning Arlington, Warwick
Henrico and Nottoway counties voted
to remain out. Today only Arlington
and Henrico operate outside the sec-
ondary system.

The Secondary Road Act added
nearly 40,000 miles of county roads to
the state system. Many of these roads
extended only to the boundary of the
neighboring county and 25,000 miles
of them were dirt or unimproved
routes.

Meanwhile, tremendous advances
were being made in the realm of road
construction techniques. A method of
applying bituminous treatment to soil
and gravel roads was perfected and
the number treated in this way rose

Best Wishes to
Commissioner H. H. Harris

Lance J. Eller
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from 434 miles in 1927 to 4,249 miles
m; 1939,

Highway services were also becoming
more complicated. In 1930 a bill was
passed to provide a landscape planning
engincer. The job went to H. J. Neale
whose highly creative abilities are ap-
parent everywhere in Virginia but
notably, according to Mr. Mullen, on
improvements to the Maury Highway
at Goshen Pass. (Others cited for work
on this highway: C. M. Moyer and
W. D. Alexander.)

By the mid-thirties three-lane and
four-lane highways were in demand on
heavily traveled primary routes. The
Highway Department expanded to pro-
vide for additional services: snow re-
moval, road signs, centerline markings,
directional and distance signs, picnic
stops.

On July 16, 1941, Commissioner
Shirley died after nearly 20 years as
highway chief. During his administra-
tion (1922-41) the primary system had
increased from 4.500 miles of roads,
less than half of them hard-surfaced,

to 9,000 miles, nearly all of them hard-
surfaced or improved. He had seen the
addition of the secondary road system
and improvements extending to 7,000
miles of hard-surface and 18,500 miles
treated with stone or gravel.

But the job confronting General
James A. Anderson was no easy one.
He took office as commissioner on Aug.
1, 1941, just three months before the
United States entered World War II1.
Highway construction came to a virtual
halt. The major work was done on
access road projects in the Hampton
Roads area, on funds put up by the
federal government.

“The lack of highway improvements
during the war years,” Mr. Mullen
maintains, “set the department so far
back it has never been able to catch
up.”

Following the war Virginia, like all
other states, was confronted not only
with this backlog but with an unprece-
dented increase in traffic. But in Vir-
ginia, at least, the combination of prob-
lems came as no surprise. (to page 51)

times.
State Building

nine feet high around the world.

Facts About the Interstate Highway System

The immensity of the Interstate Highway System is equalled only by the
number of vehicles it will accommodate by 1975. The Bureau of Public
Roads reports that construction of these superhighways will require:

* Pavement area equal to a double-lane highway circling the globe three

+ Structural steel sufficient to build 200 skyscrapers the size of the Empire

+ Aggregates (crushed rock etc.) enough to build a wall 50 feet thick and
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While the war was still on, the Vir-
ginia General Assembly directed that
a 20-Year-Plan be drafted as a means
of adequately meeting the state's post-
war traffic needs.

This study has served as a nucleus for
all planning on major roads and in
1958 was revised to extend the planning
period to 1975. While the department
has had to concentrate on meeting the
greatest immediate needs and is still
confronted with a backlog, design
standards have kept within minimums
outlined in the long-range plan.

To provide for additional funds for
highway improvements, the General As-
sembly in 1946 boosted the gasoline tax
to six cents per gallon. An additional
one-cent increase, approved by the 1960
General Assembly, will go into effect
July 1. Aside from federal aid, the
gasoline tax remains the major source
of highway revenue. With the new
gasoline tax, revenue from this source
should yield approximately $92 million
in 1961.

The Highway Department during the
postwar period has undergone several
changes in command. General Ander-
son, who retired in December of 1957,
was succeeded by Francis A. Davis as
acting commissioner until the appoint-
ment of Samuel D. May in August of
1958. Mr. May held the post until his
death earlier this year.

Effects Must Be Weighed

While the 20-Year-Plan has served
as a guide for postwar highway con-
struction in Virginia, some previously
planned improvements in the primary
system must be withheld until the effect
of the Interstate Highway System can
be weighed.

This problem was explained by J. P.
Mills, Jr., traffic and planning engineer
for the Virginia Department of High-
ways. The primary highways, he
pointed out, constitute the main trunk-
line roads in Virginia. They connect all
cities and serve nearly all towns. While
the primary system represents only 20
per cent of all rural mileage, it carries
approximately 80 per cent of all rural
traffic.

Under the 20-Year-Plan, the primary
system was classified according to traffic
volume, type of traffic and whether the
traffic was local or through. On the
basis of this classification, long-range
needs were determined.

Approximately 1,000 miles of the pri-
mary system, however, are composed
of U.S. 1, 11, 250 and 60. These miles
will now be paralleled by the Interstate

System.
“When an interstate road is com-
pleted,” Mr. Mills said, “it will

to tell the Virginia Story
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naturally siphon traffic from the parallel
primary roads. Since the amount of
diversion isn’t known, the classification
is being deferred until the Interstate
System is in use and traffic is proceeding
normally.”

Other changes which the Interstate
System will bring about can be expected
if not actually weighed. Mr. Mills cited
these points:

1. Industry. The new Interstate Sys-
tem will give further impetus to indus-
trial development by opening up faster
shipping routes and making transporta-
tion for workers easier and faster.

New industry can be expected to
build along primary and secondary
roads that parallel the Interstate Sys-
tem, placing an even greater burden on
some secondary roads.

2. Business. The increase in primary
traffic has been accompanied by “rib-
bon development” of a variety of busi-
nesses catering to tourists. The same
type of business development will occur
at every interchange along the Inter-
state System. Improvements will be
needed on these connecting roads but
how many is “anybody’s guess right
now.”

(Studies have also shown that super-
highways have a beneficial effect on
towns they by-pass. Many downtown
business districts in the doldrums begin
to prosper once the congestion of
through traffic is removed.)

3. Travel. Traffic on the Interstate
System is expected to increase from 200
to 300 per cent by 1975. During this
same period the predicted rate of in-
crease in the state is only 75 per cent.
Many of these visitors, while entering
on the Interstate System. will switch to
primary and secondary routes once here
to examine points of scenic interest.

4. Safety. Many heavily traveled pri-
mary roads will be relieved of fast
through traffic. This should make them
safer for those who have to use them.

While the Interstate System has
changed our whole concept in high-
ways, it would be a mistake to view it
as a panacea. It will provide safer,
faster travel and will help relieve con-
gestion of some of our present high-
ways, but it cannot provide an answer
to the ever-present and overriding prob-
lem that marks past, present and
future: Modern transportation con-
tinues to increase more rapidly than
funds become available for highway
construction.

Commissioner Harris, like his prede-
cessors, is confident that Virginians will
provide the answer they seck: a modern
highway system designed to meet
modern-day traffic needs.

I HLS.
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Our Appreciation To Commissioner H. H. Harris To Commissioner H. H. Harris
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Governor’s Highway Safety Committee
(Continued from page 13)

Sam B. Dunn, Committee Field Representative, assists Portsmouth’s mayor and other of-

ficials in setting up a safety exhibit,

1959 awards have not been announced.

(See box, page 60)

Until 1950, the entire staff worked

out of Richmond and the forbidding

aspect of distance made itself felt in
curtailing field operations. Upon the
resignation of one of our ficld men, a
new man was appointed and stationed
in the western part of the state. This

has proven a far
d]‘]‘lll]g('“l('l]t.

The Committee as a whole meets
four times a year. However, the Execu-
tive Committee might meet more often
znd the Chairman confers with the
Committee member whose department
might be more directly involved in a
certain project than the others. In this
connection, it should be noted that
cach Committee snember does not look

more >;xlisl';'li‘tt'11"\‘
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Toms Creck, Virginia Roanoke, Virginia

HIGHWAY AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION
EXCAVATING, GRADING AND
CRUSHED STONE

Crushing Plants Located at Carbo, Wytheville and Herndon, Virginia

P. O. Box 1252

Phone: Dlamond 5-8124 — Dlamond 5-8125 ROANOKE, VIRGINIA
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Virginia Engineering Co., Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Newport News, Virginia

Building %  Heavy %  Highway Utilities

A Dependable Name In Construction ® Nationally Since 1915
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Industry assists in the fight for safety. Lee

Davis, in behalf of the Virginia Electric
and Power Co., presents a color film to
Col. C. W. Woodson, Jr., Superintendent

of State Police and Committee Chairman.
The Committee operates a film library of
more than 200 prints,

to the Committee for the administra-
tion of his own department. It is only
i concentrating effort on an overall
issue that the Committee takes collec-
tive action.

There has also been formed the Work
Committee which consists of a member
of the department of each Committee
representative, appointed by him, to
represent him when his presence is im-
possible or impractical and to assist him
in the work of the Committee.

In 1955, the Advisory Committee was
tormed. This consists of some 55 citizens
representing industries, civic organiza-
tions, women’s groups, orders and other
associations with statewide affiliations.
This committee elects its own officers,
meets annually with the Governor’s
Committee and its members enlist the
support of the associations they repre-
sent. Thus the Gm'r-rnor's Committee
can obtain the benefit of support, ad-
vice and aid of almost any cross section
of the state’s population.

Committee field representatives travel
constantly to aid any group or indi-
vidual interested in promoting a safety
program. They maintain constant liai-
son with the information media in their
territories. They conduct programs for
local schools and organizations. From
their experience, they make recom-
mendations to the Committee as to
arising needs throughout the state.

The Committee office maintains a
library of safety films which was used
zbout 7,000 times during 1959 and now
has a special custodian. Some 200 in-
dividuals, representing local organiza-
tions have received, since 1949, a
monthly kit of materials known as
“Operation Safety” which has proven

to tell the Virginia Story

BLAIR TOBACCO STORAGE
—and —
BLAIR TRANSIT CO.

Pioneer Tobacco Truckers

65,000 HocsHEAD STORAGE

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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We Congratulate H. H. Harris U pon His Appointment

As Virginia’s New Commissioner Of Highways

SAM FINLEY,
INC

Contractors

Virginia State Registration No. 896

ROANOKE, VIRGINIA

ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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Best Wishes to
Commissioner H. H. Harris

FRANKLIN
AUTO SUPPLY

FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA

*

I e v & 8
WATIOMNAW SAFREYY CouUNCIL

— Slow Down and Live —

Eclipse Storage and
Transfer Company, Inc. "
406 Virginia Ave.
Bluefield, Virginia

Best Wishes to Commissioner H. H. Harris and the
Virginia Department of Highways

BRACEY & JOHNSON, Ine.

SERVICE STATION AND GARAGE

Skilled Mechanics for All Make Cars
OIL BURNING & HEATING SYSTEMS

GENERAL MOTORS FRIGIDAIRE REFRIGERATORS
TIRE, ROAD AND WRECKER SERVICE
SUITABLE ForR ANY JoB
Phone 2611 — Nights 2311
IVOR, VIRGINIA

LINCOLN COUNTY

"1 N
Country Cured Hams and
. - :
Lincoln County Bacon
(Sugar Cured and Hickory Smoked)
These hams, which time and again have won top awards in the national
ham competition . . . lovingly cured by a process handed down for gen-

erations . . . sugar-cured and peppered (or hickory smoked upon request)
. are never hurried, always aged to the peak of flavor and aroma.
They are a taste treat comparable only to Lincoln County Bacon, North
Carolina's First Place Award Winner.

Ham and bacon lovers in 30 states and several foreign countries have
ordered . . ., enjoyed . . . and re-ordered these matchless delicacies.

ORDER YOURS NOW,
Shipped Anywhere, Postpaid.

Hams, 80¢ per Ib.; Bacon, 60¢ per Ib.
f.o.b. Lincolnton

WRITE: LINCOLN COUNTY CURING COMPANY
627 East Main Street
Lincolnton, North Carolina
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most adaptable to localities. Informa-
tion contained in these kits follows, each
month, a theme most pertinent to the
season, as “Vacation Driving” for July,
“Back to School” for September and
“Holiday Hazards” for December, A
special section gives background infor-
mation, project suggestions and per-
tinent statistics. There are four
“canned” press releases and four in-
terview-type radio scripts, all of which
can be easily adapted to any locality.
Releases usually require only the use of
the name of some local personality of
the position indicated in the copy, and
scripts a similar participant. Also in-
cluded are samples of literature, posters
or “mats” which might be available.

Seven spot announcements are mailed
weckly to all radio and television sta-
tions, as well as newspapers where they
are often used as “fillers.” News re-
leases are issued as news arises and
statistics are given to both wire services
several times daily by telephone. TV
“trailers” are produced and sent to
television stations several times a year.
Radio stations receive “taped” pro-
grams,

Hundreds of thousands of posters,
leaflets, folders, cards and other litera-
ture go out annually. Some of these are
prepared by the Committee but the

and

Commissioner H. H. Harris

KENTUCKY
VIRGINIA

STONE
COMPANY

Crushed

Stone

[
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great bulk is contributed by industries
as oil companies, insurance agencies,
automobile manufacturers and motor
transportation groups. A monthly tele-
vision slide goes out and short film
“trailers” are used by many summer
theatres on a pick up and delivery basis.

Several thousand people receive the
Committee’s monthly newsletter which
includes an editorial, various news
items, announcements and other inter-
esting bits concerning traffic safety.
Excerpts from this often reappear in
newspapers and other publications.

Each mail brings numerous requests
for information, materials, aid and
statistics, Most numerous are requests
from school children enrolled in driver
education classes and these are a tribute
to the interest generated by the teachers
of these classes.

The most spectacular event of the
vear for the Committee is the Annual
Awards Luncheon sponsored by the
Committee and the Virginia affiliates of
the American Automobile Association
(AAA). At this time, the Governor pre-
sents the awards won on city and state
levels in the Annual Inventory of
Traffic Safety Activities, conducted by
the NSC and the Pedestrian Protection
Contest of the AAA.

City officials travel to Richmond to

A. M. TUCK,
INC.

Highway
Contractors

BriDGES

CULVERTS

P. O. Box 408
Phone OR 9-4233

GREENWOOD,
SOUTH CAROLINA
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“Slow Down and Live”

O’BOYLE TANK LINES, INC.
* Richmend, Norfolk and Winchester, Virginia
Greensboro and Wilmington, North Carolina
Baltimore, Maryland; Washington, D. C.
Martinsburg, W. Va.
“LIQUID TRANSPORTATION”
Service T hrough
COURTESY SAFETY
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WEe CoNGRATULATE THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HiIGHWAYS

ON THEIR 54TH YEAR OF QOUTSTANDING PROGRESS

THE ROY STONE
TRANSFER CORPORATION

“Entering our 29th Year of Continuous Service

g
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Rendered this Community under the Same Management”

o

ROY STONE, Pres. MARTINSVILLE, VA.
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Here’s the dime he couldn’t stop on!~’ N

Think you can stop your car on a dime? Don’t kid
yourself. Youngsters at play don’t always give you
time to. Better slow down near schools and play-
grounds. A dime's a pretty small target,

NASH EUCLID EQUIPMENT SALES CORPORATION
Your Virginia Distributor For EUCLID EQUIPMENT
For Moving Earth, Rock, Coal and Ore
U. S. Route 11, West Phone: DUpont 9-7201
U. S. Route 1, South Phone: BEImont 3-7671

Salem, Virginia
Richmond, Virginia
irginia
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Plan Your
1960-61 Executive
Meetings at
The Cavalier

Enjoy the superlative conven-
tion and recreational facilities
that make The

of the outstanding convention

Cavalier one
choices in the country today.
100% air-conditioned, heated,
and fireproof. Write now for
dates open in ’60. All rates in-
clude visiting membership dues.

Under Direction of Sidney Banks

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.

L —

accept honors gained by their munici-
palities and state officials whose depart-
ments are most concerned with the
particular awards accept for the Com-
monwealth., Should awards go to the
state for significant overall performance,
the Governor accepts them from
officials of the NSC and AAA.

The AAA and NSC programs are
coordinated in Virginia by the Com-
mittee and entail considerable field
work with city and state authorities in
preparing the necessary inventories and
evaluating the critiques of them. In
1950, Captain Groth was instrumental
in forming a statewide organization
known as the Virginia Association of
Inventory Representatives which mects

annually, elects officers and is the only
such organization in the nation,

Through following established meth-
ods, through trial and error and through
seeking new ways of its own, the Com-
mittee has enabled Virginia to present
a solid front against the traffic menace
and to wage a continuous (':un[J:lign
into which have been enlisted munici-
pal and county governments, industry,
organizations, the individual citizens
and news media.

This is effort in unison and it has
paid off in gaining Virginia recognition
as a state whose effort and results in
the field of traffic safety are con-
sistently recognized nationally as high
among the best. ®

agement during 1959.

NATIONAL HONOR GOES TO VIRGINIA
On June 3, Governor Almond received word from the National Safety Coun-
cil that Virginia was the winner of the Council’s rare Award of Honor for out-
standing performance in the prevention of traffic crashes and for traffic man-

Since the inauguration of this award in 1955, Virginia is not only the only
state to achieve it but is a two-time winner with a previous win in 1956.

In attaining this honor, Virginia scored at least 85 per cent in cach of eight
appraised sections of the Council’s Annual Inventory for Traffic Safety and
showed an improvement in her death record.

® One source of supply

® Quality materials and precision
construction

Speed of erection

Low overhead and cost control
Superior design and flexibility

Strong public appeal

Ready financing—FHA, VA and
Conventional

Year-round building program

® Advertising assistance

Franchise ferritories open to interested builders
Write to Dept. VR

Lesco Homes, Division of Lester Bros., Inc.

Martinsville, Virginia
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BUILD FOR PROFIT IN 1960

Fast turn-over of homes and money

VIRGINIA RECORD

Serving and selling builders

in Maryland, Delaware, District

of' Columbia, Virginia and West
Virginia, Tennessee,-Kentucky, North
and South/!Carclina,  and. Georgia
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READY-MIX CONCRETE
“Concrete for Permanence”™

SAND, GRAVEL, CRUSHED STONE

LYNCHBURG READY-MIX CONCRETE CO., INC.

Langhorne Rd.
Dial Lynchburg VIctor 5-4504 LYNCHBURG, VA.

CoNCrETE PIPE, ALL STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS ;

ConcreTE Pipe, Lone LENGTH WiTH RUBBER JOINTS;

RicuT o0F WAy MONUMENTS
P. O. Box 1975 DI 2-7245
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA

J. C. McCARTHY READY-MIX CONCRETE

SanD — GRAVEL — CRUSHED STONE

READY-MIX CONCRETE
Phone Alpine 4-4331 Buchanan, Virginia

Felicitations and Best Wishes to Commissioner H. H. Harris
CORSON & GRUMAN COMPANY
‘ Highway Contractors

Telephone Federal 3-3046 33rd & K Sts., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Slow Down and Live
JEWELL RIDGE COAL SALES CO., INC.

TAZEWELL, VIRGINIA
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SLOW DOWN AND LIVE ... AND LET LIVE! Best Wishes to
Commissioner H. H. Harris

Tillman Transfer & Storage and the

Conl il Virginia Department of Highways
S i T. W. MAYTON TRANSFER

2701 South Oakland Street COMPANY
ARLINGTON VIRGINIA PETERSBURG VIRGINIA

TR R [ WARD AND STANCIL INC.

ASPHALT PA_VING _ State Reg. No. 3821
COMPANY - | ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK

— Highway Contractors —

Hicaway axp Pusric UTILITIES

T LG T TR T

State Reg. No. 5621 SEwEeRr Lings — WATER Lines — Gas LiNes

L

: 9416
hwai g :A_lb s 1817 High Point Avenue
914 Nelson Buailding : Phone EL 8-2068

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 5 RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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3 Sincere best wishes to
Commissioner Howard H. Harris and
. the Virginia Department of Highways
Helms Concrete Pipe
BEAZLEY’S
Co., Inc. MOTOR
LINES
Phone: Otis 4-9171 f MILFORD
VIRGINIA
3800 Jefferson Davis Highway
ALE‘:‘XANDRIA’ VIRGINIA SIJVNP?J(J(I_'I' (:(Imb[&d o 1 i
Don't Take CrANcCES—DrIVE WITH
Care on Vircinia’s Hicumways

Congratulations to Commissioner H. H. Harris
and to the Virginia Department of Highways

S. T. WOOTEN CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

Hicaway -+ CoNSTRUCTION

WATER * SeEwesR LINES

STANTONSBURG NORTH CAROLINA
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What About

Che Back Seat Driver ?

A talk by RUSSELL 1. BROWN,
President, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
before the
Women's and Rural Division Luncheon,
Michigan Safety Conference

HE OLD ADAGE “two heads are bet-

ter than one” may be one of the
answers to modern day traffic safety.
With so many cars on today’s roads
and with enforcement officers spread
very thin, the driver often faces situ-
ations too complicated to handle all by
himself.

What he nceds is a good “back seat
driver.”

Everyone needs a co-pilot at times.
Unfortunately, the term “back seat
driver” has become a term of derision.
All a passenger has to do is show signs
of over caution (a good thing, by the
way), and the driver feels his rights
infringed upon.

There have been times for all of us
when the back seat driver has chipped
away at our ear and you feel like say-
ing—"“here’s the wheel, you drive it.”

Back seat driving, in my estimation,
is onc of the best safety devices and
one of the most underrated in our mod-
ern day automobile travel. An airline
pilot’s task is not an easy one and he
could hardly handle such a hazardous
task without his co-pilot and navigator.
Just as hazardous if not more so is
highway driving.

Driving is a burden on the man be-
hind the wheel. If you have ever driven
a long distance alone you know how
helpful it would be at times to have
someone read maps, watch for turn-off
signs, warn of hazards ahead, and take
over the wheel when you become tired.
It appears to me, then, that today there
should always be two drivers to every
car.

There is the story of the woman who
was haled into traffic court and when
asked to tell her side of the story, she
began:

“As T was driving down the street,
with my husband at the wheel . . .”

Unfortunately you women are the
ones criticized for back seat driving, in
its derogatory sense. The term has come
to mean someone who interferes.

to tell the Virginia Story

As a traffic safety official in 1957, 1
officially endorsed back seat driving as
“the right and perhaps the responsi-
bility of any passenger in a car.” A
passenger who sits quietly while a driver
risks death is not using good sense.

Effective back seat driving lies with
women because a male passenger often
hesitates to speak his mind to a driver
for fear of sounding frightened. But I
think women are realists in these situ-
ations. They seldom let false pride come
between them and their sense of re-
sponsibility. I am soundly convinced
that many fatal accidents are avoided
each year because a passenger said the
right thing at the rnght time and
brought a driver to his senses.

After I came out for back seat drivers
in 1957, my wife and I received tele-
phone calls and letters on the subject
from as far away as California and New
York. The women congratulated my
wife because they thought she forced
me to make the statement. Some men
were giving me hard words and hard
looks because they thought T was some
kind of deserter. One man told me his
wife and daughter made life miserable
for him in the car ever since they read
my remarks. He said he was going to
send them over to ride with me and I
could see how I liked it!

Unfortunately too many passengers
are afraid to speak up until the driver
has actually made a driving mistake
and then they have ammunition to rip
his head off. That kind of back seat
driving is no good at all.

The only way to develop teamwork
is to start before the mishap has oc-
curred. Picture a family scene. You and
your husband sit down one night over
a hot cup of coffee and he says some-
thing like this:

“Driving makes me so tired. If I
could just run the car and not have to
worry so much about those turnoff
signs. side roads, and watching for on-

JUNE 1960

J. W. LASSITER

Septic Tanks
Cess Pools
205 March Drive

Phone 8838
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA

ROCKYDALE
QUARRIES
CORPORATION

Roanoke and Lynchburg
Virginia

Crushed Stone

Agricultural Lime

F

D. A. FOSTER
TRENCHING CO.,

Inec.

Pipeline

Construction

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
Cranes Up To 40 Tons

TrENCHING MACHINES

Phone JEfferson 2-8800
P. O. Box 38
Merrifield, Virginia
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Expressing our appreciation for the opportunity to serve
our outstanding Virginia Department of Highways and newly
appointed Commissioner H. H. Harris.

J. R. FORD COMPANY, INCORPORATED
In Our 51st Year

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND PAVING ENGINEERS

Plants
LYNCHBURG PORT ROYAL
WARRENTON CULPEPER
FRANKLIN
P. O. Drawer 1179 Phone VI 7-4444

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINTA

Felicitations to Commissioner H. H. Harris

and the Virginia Department of Highways

Brooks Construction Co.

H ighway Construction

Building Contractors
Phone Circle 5-5841

214 Cumberland St. Kingsport, Tenn.

PAGE SIXTY-FOUR VIRGINIA RECORD Founded 1878




coming and rear traffic, T wouldn’t get
so tired.”

That is when you say:

“Dear, why don’t you make me your
co-pilot. Here’s what I could do:

“1. Help you watch the road ahead
and look especially for roadside warn-
ings, speed and stop signs, and for in-
coming traffic at intersections. If you
have missed seeing something impor-
tant, I’ll tell you about it. But, don’t
worry. I will be calm and on my toes
so that you can trust me.

“2. 1 could watch the right-hand
side of the street or road for children
and pedestrians who act as though they
may be about to step into the traffic
path. That would be one less worry for
you.

“3. It's so easy to drive too fast on
an open road. Everyone is tempted to
do this. But if I looked at your mileage
every once in a while, T might prevent
an accident, which neither of us would
want to happen through absent-mind-
edness. Talking out loud about such
things makes us more conscious of
them. And, of course, passing carelessly
is something to watch.

“4. 1 could read road maps, and
take over the wheel when you are tired.

“5. 1 could even make it my job to
have the car checked before starting
out on a long trip.

“6. And I will never intentionally
make you feel like a fool immediately
after you have made an obvious mis-
take.”

That is how two grown-up people
can handle their lives together—work-
ing together. I think any man would
rather have his wife call attention to a
dangerous traffic situation than keep
still and let him get killed.

A passenger tends to get nervous
more easily than the driver, becoming
a victim of nerves in a car going more
than 25 miles an hour. In the co-pilot-
ing technique of driving, a passenger’s
mind is occupied in sharing the driving
wnd in safety measures, and the sense
of helplessness in a rapidly moving ma-
chine is gone. The same sense of relief
will come to the driver, who will find
that the passenger’s watchfulness will
give him a sense of security, relax him
so that he can drive longer and with
less weariness than if he were alone.

This is no defense of busy-body pas-
sengers, both men and women, who
gasp or scold or call names. They can
and do cause wrecks of cars, and make
wrecks out of drivers. The thing to do
is to eliminate, if possible, such people
from your passenger list. If not, make
your drives with them short and sel-
dom.

[ S0
to tell the Virginia Story

We Salute the Virginia Department of Highways
and the Newly Appointed Commissioner H. H. Harris

Founpep in 1901

The Bank of Appomattox

APPOMATTOX, VIRGINIA
Member F.D.I.C.

FELTS TRANSPORT CORPORATION

INTERSTATE AND INTRASTATE
TRANSPORTATION OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Phone Galax Belmont 6-5151
HOME OFFICE: GALAX, VA.
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Best Wishes to Commassioner H. H. Harris

J. C. WARREN

Highway Contractor

Phone Park 2-6132
1400 E. Pembroke Ave.
HAMPTON, VA.

Slow Down and Live

GROWING WITH ROANOKE AND
HELPING TO MAKE IT GROW!

Diamond Plastics Industries

The World’s Finest

Plastic Boxes

Also Specializing In:

MOLD DESIGNING
ENGINEERING
TOOLING
MIRROR-FINISH POLISHING

JUNE 1960 PAGE SIXTY-FIVE



Congratulations to

Commuissioner H. H. Harris

Stow Down and Live AGNEW—JOSEPH
Il COMPANY

General Contractors

SMOOTHER-SAFER
CARL L. HICKS

SurrFaceEs WiITH

PranT MIXEp ASPHALT

Hicaway Guarp RaiLs

ASPHALT
PAVING
SERVICE

INCORPORATED

Hicuways RAILROADS

Pusric UriLiTIES
Darbytown Road at C&0O Underpass

Phone CEdar 9-2803
Box 7508 MI 8-0127 P. 0. Drawer 310

LYNCHBURG, VA. RONCEVERTE, W. VA.

RICHMOND 31, VA.

HUSSEY & LOWE CONTRACTORS, INC.
Road Builders

1206 Jefferson Avenue Extended
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

Member: VIRGINIA RoAp BUILDERS ASSOGIATION

The Virginia Department of Highways, under the capable leadership

of Commissioner H. H. Harris, gives promise to emulate and surpass

its fifty-four year history of outstanding excellence in designing and
building Virginid’s portion of our country’s highways.

HARRISON CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY, INC.

Highway Contractors

1101 Western Ave.

PITTSBURGH, PA.
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Band Wagou (from page 5)

integrated schools of Washington as a
model of a harmonious, happy solution
of integration.

“Integration in the schools of Wash-
ington, which considers itself a South-
ern town, was accomplished without a
hitch. . . . The preponderance of Ne-
groes (77% ) now in the schools is not
a result of integration, It rose from
the exodus of white families to the
suburbs and the movement of Negro
families into vacated low-cost-housing
neighborhoods. . . .”

Any Northern reader without knowl-
edge of the city of Washington would
receive from this rosy picture a totally
false impression and, accepting this im-
pression, could only conclude that the
rest of the South (since Washington
would here seem to be a Southern city)
was willfully refusing to follow the
felicitous example set by the nation’s
capital. As a matter of fact, the extent
of information which shows precisely
the contrary picture of Washington is
so readily available that a reporter
would have a difficult time avoiding it.

At basis, Negroes have moved into
many sections which were not “vacated
low-cost-housing neighborhoods” and
the “exodus to the suburbs” is most defi-
nitely, in part at least, the result of
integration— in schools and elsewhere.
Then, though many Southerners felt at
home in the older Washington, and
Southerners in Congress provided a
permanent strain of Southern influence
in the social life of older Washington,
not since the city’s capture by the civil

rightist Liberals could any one con-
ceivably consider the present capital “a
Southern town.” Since the majority of
citizens who inhabited Washington were
not Southerners, the “‘model-city” of
school integration actually represents a
non-Southern city which is approaching
a ratio of four Negroes to one white in
school.

As the non-legal moralizing of War-
ren’s so-called Court stated that school
integration would tend to adjust the
Negro to “a normal environment”
(“normal” here meaning mixed), the
result in Washington would seem to de-
feat this purpose; for, at the present
rate of the exodus from Washington,
the schools will present a predomin-
antly, if not almost entirely, colored
environment.,

Look Magazine entitled its article
“Integration Without Turmoil.” As the
Court meant it, this is not integration

Y 3

o
%

THE MICHIE COMPANY

Law Publishers -:-

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINTA

in schools any more than neighborhoods
are integrated when whites move out,
and the “turmoil” (involving financial
loss) caused the uprooted white fami-
lies can never be computed.

Then, in the face of all statistics to
the contrary, the article concludes with
the outrageous statement that the effect
of integration, “by removing the stigma
the Negro feels, is to reduce delinquency
among them.” As delinquency is com-
putable, though the Northern press
looks the other way, the reduction is
not yet noticeable to any one observing
the statistics. However, if delinquency is
to be reduced by “removing the stigma
the Negro feels,” we can presumably
look forward to a continuation of the
present delinquency rate when the per-
centage of remaining whites is too
small to constitute more than a token
integration in reverse.

Here we seem to come to the horse-

Printers

BT S T S O

LAKEWOOD
TRUCK .
CENTER

ESSOFLEET SERVICE

RESTAURANT
GAS—GREASE—OIL

TIRES—BATTERIES

“We Doze but Never Close”

So. Boston Rd., Rt. 58
Phone Swift 2-4622

5 miles east of

DANVILLE, VIRGINIA

| BET You can
BEAT HiM 7O
THE TURN..

steep, if you lose.

ELASTIC BRAID AND WEBBING

YOU CAN BET YOUR LIFE~ «5'4 5!

Many a man who would hesitate to risk big money on cards
will gamble his life—to save five minutes. Next time you're
tempted to hurry in traffic, bet it safe. The stakes are

BE CAREFUL — the life you save may be your own!

Sponsored in the interest of your safety

UNITED ELASTIC CORPORATION

THINK WHAT
YOURE
BETTING. ..

STUART, VIRGINIA

to tell the Virginia Story

JUNE 1960

PAGE SIXTY-SEVEN



/[[47(')—”((. CUSTODIALS;, ...

RICHMOND VIRGINIA

A Complete Janitor Service
for
INDUSTRIAL * COMMERCIAL
INSTITUTIONAL
BUILDINGS

Ali Employees Bonded and Insured
Dial MI 4-7265
F. W. BuckLEy, Manager

P. O. Box 227
RICHMOND, VA.

and-cart of the matter—which comes
first. The believers in integration today
for the South claim that the Negro’s
moral values and educational standard
will rise by his exposure to a mixed
society; the white population (North as
well as South) of contemporary parents
does not wish to expose its children
as guinea pigs to a social experiment
which in their hearts they deeply dis-
trust and fear. Few Southerners would
deny that there is justice in the claim
that the Negro would be helped in all
his values and standards by removal of
the stigmata he now seems to feel; but
few people in history would accept
what they consider a disruption of their
society, for whatever reason, on outside
orders given in harsh disregard of their
own feelings in the matter.

There must be some meeting ground
on which each side can give a little,
but it has to be a meeting ground which
cach side approaches with good will.
As of now, the distorted presentation
of the situation in the South and nation

GRAFTON
GARAGE

GRAFTON,
VIRGINIA

DODGE + PLYMOUTH

Sales & Service

OFFSET LITHOGRAPHERS

OPERATING

SINGLE—TWO AND 4 COLOR PRESSES
VARNISHING—EMBOSSING—DIECUTTING

MANUFACTURERS OF

COMMERCIAL STATIONERY e FOLDERS
HIGHWAY MAPS « LABELS « BOX WRAPS, etc.

MAIN OFFICE

CHESTER AND BIDDLE STS.
BALTIMORE 13, MD.

BRANCH OFFICES

HIGHPOINT, N.C.—ATLANTA, GA.

NEW YORK, N.Y.

PAGE SIXTY-EIGHT

VIRGINIA RECORD

Founded 1878




can only prepare the majority sections
to support extreme measures against
the South when the hostilities—which
the NAACP is doing all possible to
foment—finally erupt. When this hap-
pens, the possibility of amicable adjust-
ments will receive the most serious
scthack since Reconstruction. For the
one way to block the Court’s intention
of adjusting the Negro to a “normal
environment” is to create an environ-
ment of tensions and hostilities.

On this point, the NAACP is most
specific. One of its Richmond repre-
sentatives, in looking beyond the sit-
down disturbances, viewed the possi-
bilities of boycott. This, he said, of
course worked both ways: Negroes
would lose jobs; but the unemployed,
he stated, would swell the relief-rolls
and increase the financial burden of
the white population. This tacit ad-
mission that a large segment of the
colored population exists upon the
relief-rolls, along with the threat of
increasing this community-supported
population, would scarcely come under
the head of “responsible citizenship.”
This, in turn, strengthens the belief of
the white population that the Negro is
trying to force his way into a full
citizenship without assuming a full
share of its burdens. This goes back
to the horse-and-cart proposition of
which comes first, but for the present
adult generations nothing in the Ne-
groes’ attitude indicates anything more
than a determination to achieve “liber-
ties” without responsibility.

The baffling part is the attitude of
the Northern press. Those politicians
depending on minority groups for their
place in the sun certainly can not carry
enough national weight to affect publi-
cation policy, and the “civil nghts”
aspects in the present race to be the
most Liberal must be recognized by at
least some persons outside the South as
part of the runaway political fashion
trends. It can only be surmised that, in
a time when convictions have become
replaced by expediency and fashion,
everybody is trying to get on the band-
wagon that, as conscienceless as the old
circus calliope, is rolling its enticing
way north of the Potomac.

The South can only hold on, keep its
head and its poise, and try to ride out
this wave of fashion.
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We congratulate Mr. H. H. Harris on his appointment

as Chairman of the Virginia Highway Commission.
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