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If you really want
to get around, sign up
now for the one that
does it all.

F&M BankAmericard is
the one that does it all.

If you had one, you could
use it at over 5,000 places in
Virginia, 200,000 nationwide.
For gasoline, car repairs, food,
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rentals, airline tickets, profes-
sional services, you name it.
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High in the Virginia Alleghanies, The Homestead
is the center of a 17,000 acre resort and spa. Sunny
days, cool nights. A sportsman’s paradise.

And now, Piedmont Airlines offers daily scheduled
flights from Washington, D.C. direct to Hot Springs.

Conlg
HOMESTEAD

HOT sPRiNGs, Virginia
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Another Golden Goose Killed

| J ACK IN THE MID-THIRTIES, at a time when—according to statistics—more than
L) half of the nation’s present population was not born, we used to spend the
unday afternoons at the old Polo Grounds watching the New York Giants play
s rivals in the National Professional Football League. In those days the Green
pay Packers (not then models of technical perfection) featured the pass-catching
nd, Don Hutson; the fearsome Bears (then called “Monsters of the Midway™)
eatured the mighty Bronko Nagurski; and there were now forgotten teams,

ch as the Portsmouth Spartans, quarterbacked and coached by the legendary
Dutch” Clark. The Giants’ greatest star was probably their All League center,

el Hein. Teams such as the Baltimore Colts and Cleveland Browns and Los
Angeles Rams were undreamed of.

Professional football then was not only not fashionable: it was practically un-
nown. Strange prejudices were held against it. I remember talking about pro
ames to a Richmond cousin of mine who had played football and was a great
pllower of the sport, and he ridiculed the very idea of pro football being any-
here near as good as college football because men would not play as hard for
oney as they would for the old college spirit. Since he had never seen a pro
ame, and did not know what he was talking about, his viewpoint only reflected
generalized attitude about a sport played in a few, mostly large, cities.

To those of us who followed the pro football of that era, its relative secrecy
ade it conversely an “in” thing—like an avant garde movement in the arts
r fashions which has not been discovered by the public. In those days, when
layers went both ways—offense and defense-—and there were less than thirty
en on a squad, the devoted spectators enjoyed an intimate familiarity with
ach of the starting players on all the clubs. You came to recognize the men
y their builds and the way they moved. Players going both ways would either
row tired or be rested by substitutes, and some two-way players were not
qually proficient on offense and defense: the great Don Hutson for instance, was
poor defensive end, and the Bears’ great defensive end, Hewitt, could not start
n offense for any team today. Yet, the lapses from fatigue or substitutions or
equality of performance both ways, while making the technical efficiency of
pday impossible to maintain, made the game somehow more human. It was
ss mechanical and predictable.

Today, when a spectacular score is made on a long pass, it is usual for the
oach of the defensive team to explain that his organization suffered a temporary
reakdown, like a machine. In the other days, human failings were expected—as

war and politics. At the same time, it was conceded that on certain plays one
r more players rose to sudden heights and got a score on one brilliant (often
xtemporized) maneuver. You might say that the game was accepted as pre-
bechnological football.

For their often sixty minute performances, our heroes were not handsomely
pwarded financi~lly, even by those days’ standards and 100 cents value of the
ollar, In the early part of the depression, rank-and-file (Continued on page 46)
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Frep J. D. MacKay

HE Virginia State Golf As-

sociation was born out of a
team effort 64 years ago. It still
thrives today as a closely-knit
body, charged with the responsi-
bility of overseeing golf for thou-
sands in the Old Dominion.

Since its modest beginning in
1904, the purpose of the Virginia
State Golf Association has been
to provide the 01ganizqtional
framework for the enjoyment of
golf by individuals of member
golf clubs.

From its six-club membership
in '04 to the record 122 clubs of
1968, the VSGA leadership has
not lost sight of this theme.

The VSGA has also become the
basis for the conduct of statewide
competive golf in Virginia. Its
competitive tournament program
would rank with the best in the
country.

On the VSGA schedule an-
nually are events for all the golf-
ers—from nine to 90. The State
Amateur team matches, senior
and junior tournaments and in-
terstate competitions, all for both
men and women.

Thus, “THE VSGA STORY”
is like a story of golf itself. The
story also of growth, expansion
and a striving for perfection to
keep in step with the passing
eras.

Hundreds have had a hand in
the VSGA’s development into
what has been called “the very
model” of a state golf association.
They have performed voluntarily
PAGE SIX
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the endless committee work—on
such Association details as tour-
naments, rules, handicaps and
course ratings, to mention a few.

During the VSGA history,
Virginia has produced such qolf—
ers as Sam Snead, B1lly Howell,
Chandler Harper and its modern-
day hero, Vinny Giles. With un-
usual talent in the current young
corps, the future looks bright, too.

To chronicle in accurate detail
the history of the VSGA is, in
fact, almost an impossible task.
A lot of the historical pieces of
the early years are missing.

It is known, however, that the
late Fred J. D. MacKay and
others in those six charter-mem-
ber clubs were responsible for the
formation of the VSGA.

In 1904 and a few years pre-
vious, MacKay’s Lakeside Golf
Club of Richmond, The Norfolk
Country Club, the Hampton
Roads Golf Club, the Hermitage
Golf Club of Richmond, the Lex-
ington Golf Club and the Roa-
noke Country Club gathered oc-
casionally to compete in informal
team matches on weekends. They
alternated sites to make for
equity in traveling.

It was in ‘04 that MacKay, an
industrial chemist who had come
over from his native Scotland to
work in Richmond as an indus-
trial chemist, conceived the idea
of playing for a team champion-
ship.

The first “State Team Match”
was held in Hampton the same

VIRGINIA RECORD

The VSGA
Story

a History of the
Virgimia State Golf Association
by

Dick WELsH
I'tie NorFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT

year and was won by Lakesid
Lakeside also won the next tw
years, thus retiring the cham
ionship cup in 1906.

At first, the team-match wir
ner was accorded the honor
holding the matches on its hom
course the next year. After a fe
years, it was decided to rotate th
matches between the six clubs.

As competition increased an
more and more players took u
golf, an individual championshi
was suggested by MacKay.

The initial individual competi
tion was 36 holes stroke play hel
in 1911 on the Sunday befor
Labor Day, the same day as th
team matches. The first winne
and therefore the inaugural Stat
Amateur champion, was the lat
William H. Palmer Jr. of Ric
mond.

In subsequent years, other lea
ing golfers of the era took thei
phcc‘; on the roll of Virgini
champions—James McMenami
of Hampton (1912-13), Palm
again in 1914, Matthew Pﬁxto
Jr. of Lexmqton in 1915-16, @
J. Pope Seal of R;chmond i
1917,

In 1918, again at the sugge
tion of MacKay, the individu
competition was changed t
match play, due to the “Steadil
mcredsmg number of clubs an
players in the state and to t
popularity of match play.”

Because the records are n
specific as to just when in 191
the decision was made to switc
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o match play, it is not certain
hether the first match-play
tate  Amateur champion was
. M. Newton of Richmond, the
918 winner, or J. S. Barron of
orfolk, the winner in 1919. It
as probably Newton,

In 1928, William (Billy) How-
Il of Richmond stepped onto the
tate Amateur scene. He was to
ecome a dominating golfing fig-
re of his era. Howell, later a
mi-finalist in the U. S, Amateur
nd a member of the U, S. Walk-
r Cup team, won the State Ama-
ur in 1928, 1931, 1932 and

Howell’s record of five champ-
nships stood for 24 years, until
'ynsol Spencer won for the fifth
me in 1959,

Chandler Harper of Ports-
outh, later National PGA
ampion, was only 16 years of
ge when in 1930 he won the
rst of his three State Amateur
tles.

Other winners in the VSGA’s
Golden ’30s” were Robert Rei-
el of Richmond, Dick Payne of
irginia Beach, James O. Watts,
ynchburg, and Spencer.
Spencer had won for the first
me in 1939 and a young Norfolk
Ifer, Sam Bates, who died
rlier this year, won in 1940,
alter Cushman broke through
ter a couple of near-misses to
in in 1941 and Jack Hamilton
Newport News was the late
e-war champion, winning in
42,

The State Amateur gave way
World War IT the next two
ars.

In the years following the war,
was decided by the VSGA to
old the State Amateur each year
. Hot Springs’ Cascades course.
ot Springs and The Homestead
igh in the Alleghenies provided
picturesque, vacation-like back-
op for the State Amateur.
The tournament has been
ayed at Hot Springs every year
nce 1948.

Another tournament held by
e VSGA is the Best Ball Cham-

tell the Virginia Story

pionship started in conjunction
with the Team Championship
about four years ago. It is be-
lieved that the two tournaments,
now being held at once, may be
separated in the future if a date
can be found to do so.

Up through the years, while
the State Amateur was growing
and the VSGA membership
steadily increasing, the Associa-
tion was guided by the erudite
leadership of such men as Mac-
Kay, W. P. Wood of Richmond
and W. F. (Fritz) Souder of
Charlottesville.

MacKay, who became “Mr.
Golf” in Virginia, was a VSGA
officer for 50 years. For 30 years,
MacKay handled deftly the diffi-
cult inner-workings of the Asso-
ciation as its secretary-treasurer.
He was the ubiquitous man-be-
hind-the-scene, organizing the
growing list of competitions, ar-
ranging schedules, and managing
the other details of his office.

Later, in the 1950s, MacKay
was accorded an honorary posi-
tion on the VSGA executive com-
mittee. The VSGA also presented
a portrait of MacKay, by a Rich-
mond artist Frank Rowler, to
MacKay’s Country Club of Vir-
ginia as an expression of appre-

ciation for his long service to the
Association. More than any other
man, MacKay was responsible
for the growth and success of the
VSGA.

The first president of the
VSGA was W. P. Wood. He
served from 1921 to 1935 and
was the originator of the Wom-
en’s State Amateur tournament,
which, at Wood’s suggestion, be-
gan in 1922,

Wood saw the VSGA success-
fully through its formative years
and his 14-year tenure in office
was the longest of all the VSGA
presidents.

Fritz Souder was the first pres-
ident of what is now called the
VSGA’s “modern era.” He served
from 1936 to 1948, like Wood
with MacKay as secretary.

In 1959, shortly after Souder’s
death, John S. Battle, Jr. wrote
a memorium to Souder in the
VSGA Annual. In part it read,

“Fritz Souder was one of the
few persons in the early days of
the Virginia State Golf Associa-
tion to foresee its real possibilities.
He saw, in those days of typically
unorganized play, the growing
need for a strong, well-directed
association which could function
as the official sponsor of a state-

Left to right below, H. M. Blankinship, Wynsol Spencer, Jordan Ball and Daniel H. H.

Ingles at a trophy presentation.
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Serving Virginia Gentlemen
and Ladies with the finest

in Apparel for 89 Years!

Trading at Berry-Burk of Virginia is a truly rewarding experience
not only because of the fine, up-to-date fashions but the way they
are fitted and the service which we pride ourselves in bestowing
on our customers. Come in soon and let us show you what it
means to be a valued Berry-Burk customer.

OF VIRGINIA

e Downtown Richmond e Suburban Richmond e Newport News
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ide golf program. His contribu-
ions to this end as president of
he young but rapidly growing
ssociation are great and well re-
embered by his many friends.
Il who play golf in Virginia to-
ay are to some extent the bene-
ciaries of those contributions.”

Following Souder’s eight-year
rm as president, the VSGA
dopted the practice of two one-
car terms for its future presi-
ents.

W. F. Blewett, former president
f the Newport News Shipbuild-
g and Dry Dock Co., was the

ird president (1949-50) and
acKay himself accepted the
residency in 1951-52.

In subsequent years these
'SGA leaders stepped up to the
resident’s chair: L. B. (Pete)
eterson of Newport News, John
. Battle Jr., Charlottesville; Jose

Davila, Richmond: H. M.
Bunny) Blankinship, Lynch-
urg; Charles E. Knight, New-
ort News; George Fulton, Roa-
oke; Harry W. Easterly Jr.,
ichmond, and H. Aulick Burke

Bristol, the current president.

In 1962, with the president
aving to shoulder a greater and
reater administrative responsi-
ility and with the now four-
ar-old VSGA Annual an almost
Il time task in itself, the VSGA
ecutive committee, backed un-

imously by the membership,
eated the permanent position of
ecutive secretary.

Appointed to this fulltime, re-
onsible office was H. M.

unny) Blankinship, who had
tired from business in Lynch-
irg. That was just the stroke
¢ VSGA needed. Blankinship,
reless and meticulous, helped
ake the association an even bet-

r coordinated, smoother-func-
oning organization, handling
advanced details of tourna-
ents, entries and pairings, ar-
nging the business meetings
d creating a closer working re-
tionship with the news media.
Secretary Blankinship thus be-
me the man behind the VSGA.

=

president of VSGA.

He assists the president and va-
rious committees.

Charles E. Knight, the 1962
president, said of the newly-
created office:

“. .. The secretary will assist
the member clubs of the VSGA
in their golfing activities; thus
creating greater interest in the
Association’s tournament pro-
gram, He also will promote the
USGA Handicap System which
our Association has adopted. We

Vinney Giles, 1968 State Amateur Champion with H. Aulick Burke (right),

believe with the addition of an
Executive Secretary our Associa-
tion will be in a better position to
operate more effectively as the
governing body of amateur golf
in Virginia. Secondly, the VSGA
Annual provides a modest addi-
tion to the income of the Associa-
tion. It is through the profit from
advertisements that it is pos-
sible to employ the services of the
Executive Secretary, to expand
our activities, to defray the ex-

The 1958 Junior Champion, Jim Westbrook of Norfolk (right), shown receiving the

MacKay trophy from F. J. D. MacKay.
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pense of providing better facili-
ties at the various events. . . .”

One of the main sources of in-
come is the Handicap Card.
(Cost $1.00) Handicap Cards
have been increased from 1,000
issued to over 6,000 issued. in a
period of four years. This income
is needed to promote golf in Vir-
ginia, purchase prizes and run
the VSGA. It is needed by every
golfer for many reasons.

A great deal of work has been
lone by the VSGA in rating the
100 or more golf courses within
the state and rating the course is
he basis of a good handicap sys-
tem along with posting all scores,
which the VSGA has promoted
through the years.

The VSGA Annual was first
published in 1958 and it has be-
ome an invaluable chronicle of
he VSGA, its history and activi-
ies.

Blankinship explained in the
1963 annual how the publication
originated:

“Some ten to 15 years back

hen the number of clubs and as-
ociations having membership in
he VSGA had increased to about
60, it became apparent that some
ype of yearbook was needed to
provide golfers and clubs with in-
formation pertaining to the
pperation of the Association and
o the various tournaments and
events held during the year.

“The executive committee of
he VSGA had given consider-
ble thought to the matter of a
earbook, and in 1958 the first
ublication was accomplished.

he name “VSGA Annual” was
belected, and it was decided that
t should be published each year
ust before the play of the VSGA
Open. . . . Each year, additional
tems of interest have been in-
luded, and in the years to come
every effort will be made to ex-
and the scope of the articles and
nformation on the play of the
ournaments.”

Another significant step by the

SGA was the adoption of its
wi Slmk(‘—pluy tournament in
/IRGINIA RECORD

1968 OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Left to right, front row: H. M. Blankinship, Harry Easterly, H.

cock, Dr. Jose Davila, Jim Delaney. Back row: Nere Day, Frank Summers, Tom Lennon,

George Fulton, Sam McLaughlin, Dick Payne.

1958. Back in the early 1920s the
association had sponsored an
“Open” tournament but the
sponsorship was dropped about
1934. That competition has con-
tinued as the State Open.

The first VSGA Open or
stroke-play event was held at the
James River Course of the Coun-
try Club of Virginia in August,
1958. The inaugural champion
was professional Al Smith of the
Danville Country Club.

The VSGA Open today is 10-

years-old and stands on solid

1958 Officers and Executive Committee

ground. It has been held on some
of the best golf courses in the
state and this year will be played
at the Elizabeth Manor Golf and
Country Club in Portsmouth.

Because of the heavy amateur
entry each year in the VSGA
Open, the association brought
forth a new trophy, the Fritz
Souder Cup, which goes each
year to the low amateur scorer in
the Open.

In the 1958 VSGA Annual, Dr.
Jose R. Davila wrote about the
founding of the VSGA Open:

(left to right, seated): Dr. W. H. Alexander, Dr.

Jose Davila, F. J. D. MacKay, Charles G. Knight, H. M. Blankinship. (Standing): Harry

1

Hie a U
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W. Easterly, James G. Parke, John S. Battle, Ir. and George H. Fulton.
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“For the past few years the
Executive Committee of the
VSGA has felt that in order to
establish a well-rounded schedule
of events, it would be necessary
to add a medal play tournament
to its golf plans. The State Ama-
teur Championship, held concur-
rently with its senior division each
year, has been the highlight on
our agenda of golf activity. The
junior champion and the state
team matches have proven to be
outstanding features on what has
been termed a carefully planned
program. All these events and
their counterparts in the women’s
division of our organization have
been favorably accepted in the
Virginia area. These are amateur
competitions.

“The primary objective of the
Association is to promote and
protect the best interests of the
game. Not just amateur golf, but
golf generally speaking. Contrary
to the belief of a scattered few,
the Open championship of the

PAGE TWELVE

VSGA has not been conceived
with the intent of supplanting,
detracting or taking away from
any other medal event, but
merely as a means of attaining
our objective and thus stimulate
the interest of everyone in a game

which means so much to so
many.”’
For a short time there had

seemed a possibility of merging
the State Open and VSGA Open
into one competition. This, how-
ever, never materialized.

The state’s professionals have
won all ten VSGA Opens. Claude
King of Virginia Beach holds
three titles, coming in succession
in 1961-62-63, and Al Smith and
Herb Hooper, from Richmond,
have won two each, and Joe Can-
non of Charlottesville, Bobby
Mitchell of Danville and Tom
Strange, Virginia Beach, one
each.

The VSGA Open was an out-
standing example of the broaden-
ing of the scope of Association

|
|
|
z
|
|

functions. Entering a new decade,
the Association club membership
continued to increase as did the
number of golfers within those
clubs. Similarly, the responsibili-
ties of the VSGA committees in-
creased.

By 1964, the Association was
re-evaluating its organizational
format to meet the expanded
operations. Out of an executive
committee session came the an-
swer: A system of committees 0
a geographical section basis.

There would be seven sections
within the framework of th
VSGA-—Far Western, Western
Southside, North Central, North
ern, East Central and Eastern.

In each section there would b
set up, each with its own person;
nel assigned, these committees:
Sectional Affairs, Tournament,
Rules, Handicap, Course Rating,
Junior and Publicity. Sectional
and state chairmen were ap-
pointed for each of the commit-
tees.

CHATMOSS COUNTRY CLUB

Jimmy RepmonND, PGA PROFESSIONAL

MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA
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The duties of the committees
were listed as follows:

SECTIONAL AFFAIRS
(then President Harry W. East-
erly was the original chairman):
To promote, generally, the pro-
rams and objectives of the

SGA; To act as a link between
he Executive Committee and
he member clubs; to convene

eetings of members of various
ther committees within their
reas; T'o encourage non-member
lubs to join the VSGA; . .. To
enerally advise and assist mem-
ers of other committees in their
ireas; to encourage non-member
ments.

TOURNAMENT — To run
he tournaments of the VSGA.

RULES—To know the Rules
f Golf; To act as a Rules Com-
ittee at each VSGA event; To
ncourage uniform acceptance of
he Rules of Golf within the
reas.

VSGA ANNUAL-—To publish
he Annual on a financially profit-
ble basis.

HANDICAP—To issue VSGA
andicap cards to members of

ember clubs; To encourage and
dminister uniform acceptance of
andicap procedures; To encour-
ge the use of VSGA handicaps
n all golf events.

COURSE RATING—To rate,
or handicapping purposes, the
ourses of member clubs (and
on-member clubs if requested).

JUNIOR-—To promote Junior
solf in general by encouraging
articipation in various Junior
vents, particularly VSGA and
SGA events. (USGA Junior
ualifying is now held concur-
ently each year with the first
ound of the VSGA Junior Tour-
ament).

PUBLICITY — To interpret
he programs and objectives of
he VSGA to the public; To ad-
ise with the President and Ex-
cutive Secretary on press re-
ases; To assist with the format
nd preparation of articles for
he VSGA Annual.

tell the Virginia Story

LAUREL
GOLF ASSOCIATION

LAUREL, VIRGINIA

Lake Wright Motel and Golf Club

NORFOLK, VA.

PLAY GOLF AROUND A BEAUTIFUL LAKE ON
PENCROSS GREENS — WATERED FAIRWAYS

CrAaupe Kine, Professional

238 Room Quality Court Motel
700 Seat Restaurant and 100 Seat Private Club
Swimming Pool

Shuffleboard, Tennis Courts

Reservations: Call 703-464-6251 or Write 6280 Northampton Blvd.
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502

PLAY THIS BEAUTIFUL
SEASIDE COURSE

We Welcome You
¢ 18-hole Championship Golf
Course
¢ Bob Leaver, Pro

e Airstrip, Private or Charter

STAR HILL GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

Located, Jet. N. C. Hwy. 24 and 58—>5 miles Fast of Swansboro
Easily accessible from Emerald Isle, Atlantic Beach area
Homesites available — Ideal retirement location
ALSO EMERALD ISLE OCEAN AND SOUND FRONT LOTS

Rt. 1, Box 345 Phone 919/326-8833
Swansboro, N. C. Swanshoro, N. C.
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Arrow Wood Country Club

Roanoke, Virginia
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BOONSBORO COUNTRY CLUB

Avrvis Hyrton, PGA Professional

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA

ArT LEEZIUS

PGA Golf Professional & Manager

CENTREVILLE, VA.

t Cedar Crest Country Club
I
!
i
1
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Cavalier Golf & Yacht Club

ArtHUR L. SHUE—PGA Professional

VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA
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President FEasterly explained
the sectional expansion in an
article in the 1965 Annual,
“Broadening the Base” of the
VSGA:

““_ .. The Executive Committee
felt that the average club membe
who didn’t compete in the cham-
pionships didn’t really kno
much about the VSGA. Further-
more, the golfing events had be
come so large and so varied tha
even many of the participant
didn’t know VSGA officials
There seemed to be a feeling or
the part of some that those wh
did the work of the VSGA ha
formed a clique and didn’t reall
need—or indeed want—any help

“With these impressions 1
mind and remembering that im
portant personages outside th
state had called the VSGA th
very model of a State Golf As
sociation, the Executive Commit
tee decided to ‘broaden the base
of the VSGA.

“This broadening of the base
it was felt, could only be accom
plished by inviting more peopl
to serve on committees. This ne
infusion of personnel, comin
from all over the state—fro
Southwest Virginia to the ocea
and from the Valley to the South
side—would provide the leader
ship of the future. Furthermore
new blood would spread word o
the good works of the VSGA.”

The sectional system was th
first major change in the VSG
organizational foundation sinc
its inception in 1904. However
it had proven to be a dramati
step forward in the operation o
the Association. In fact, the sec
tions may someday be the basi
of qualification rounds for th
Virginia State Amateur tourna
ment.

Since the present president (H
Aulick Burke of Bristol) has bee
in office, he has taken every op
portunity to promote and explai
the Sectional Areas so started b
Harry Easterly. He has somewha
simplified the original organiza
tion.
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FULL-DEPTH ™ DEEP-STRENGTH'
ASPHALT PAVEMENT SELECTED FOR
RESIDENTIAL STREET RECONSTRUCTION

N

| 1

With 227 miles of paved streets and a million dollar annual street
improvement program, Berkeley, California, officials sought a
pavement for the reconstruction of Del Norte Avenue that could
overcome the problems of a difficult clay soil. They selected Full-
Depth Asphalt pavement, laid directly on the subgrade. In addition
to an attractive, new street, considerable construction economies
were realized. Lower initial cost and long-term maintenance sav-
ings make structurally-designed Full-Depth Asphalt pavement
the choice of town and city officials all over the United States.

DEL NORTE AVENUE PROJECT
TYPE: Full-Depth Asphalt residential street, Two traveling lanes
averaging 14’ each between gutters. Asphalt concrete surface on
asphalt concrete base over compacted clay subgrade.
TERRAIN: Generally hilly. (Grades up to 10%)
CLIMATE: Moderate.
TRAFFIC: VPD— 3700 vehicles.
ROADWAY: Subgrade: Heavy clay with approximate R-value
of 10. Base: 10%" asphalt concrete laid in two deep lifts. Mix
aggregate was a %-inch maximum size meeting California Divi-
sion of Highways specifications. Surface: 1%” asphalt concrete.

IN BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Del Norte Avenue just prior to the ddition of the 1%” riding surface.
Surface mix aggregate was a Y-inch maximum size. 5%% as-
phalt was used in both the asphalt concrete base and surface.
DRAINAGE: Sub-surface: No underdrains were installed. Sur-
face: Runoff controlled by curbs and 2‘ gutters.

COMPACTION: Subgrade: Surface compacted with 10-ton wheel
roller following excavation. Base: 96% maximum theoretical
density achieved with 17-ton pneumatic roller. Tire pressure:
90 psi. Surface: Compacted with 10-ton steel wheel roller.
CONTRACTOR: Lee J. Immel Company.

The City of Berkeley plans to rehabilitate more streets with Full-
Depth, Deep-Strength Asphalt pavements. The next project on
Shattuck Avenue will begin upon completion of subway construc-
tion for the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BARTD)
For more information on the Del Norte Avenue project, or on
the advantages of Full-Depth Asphalt pavement, see your local
Asphalt Institute District Engineer. Or write The Asphalt Institute

% THE ASPHALT INSTITUTE

S
1901 Pennsylvania Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. 20006

IR
iy

Cross section—residential street

\/ /

P, 4," /R
WWAVA

(VERTICAL DIMENSIONS EXAGGERATED FOR CLARITY)

1%2” ASPHALT CONCRETE SURFACE

10%" ASPHALT CONCRETE BASE
(LAID IN TWO DEEP LIFTS)




He has rearranged some sec-
tions, for the original areas were
quite large and too many clubs

for a Sectional Chairman to
handle. Mr. Burke has also had
meetings with the sectional chair-
men. It is believed there will soon
be sectional Golf Tournaments
among the clubs of each section.
Mr. Burke has done a good job
in bringing the Sectional Areas
and Sectional Chairmen more
and more into the VSGA.
Through the ’60s the VSGA
continues at its energetic pace,
adjusting to the golfing demands
of the times. The Association
convenes at least two full mem-
bership sessions per year—the
business meeting each second
Saturday in January in the Hotel

Jefferson in Richmond and its
annual banquet at The Home-
stead in Hot Springs during the
time of the State Amateur. These
gatherings have brought more
harmony to the ranks and a more
compact organization.

A highlight of the 1968 ban-
quet at Hot Springs was the
filmed showing of the ‘68 Mas-
ter’'s Tournament in which
Lynchburg’s Vinny Giles was the
low amateur.

In 1967, the VSGA faced a
decision about its State Amateur.
There had been growing support
among the golfers for a change
from the match play format,
which had been in effect since
1918, to stroke (or medal) play.

The U.S. Amateur had led the

6228 Forest Hill Ave.

JACK ISSACS’ GOLF PRO SHOP

WILLOW OAKS COUNTRY CLUB

Complete pro-line golf equipment,
available to members and their
guests.

Phone 272-1451

Richmond, Va.

Box 40

FIELD GOLF COMPANY

Distributors for the Following
Lines
e Janizen Golf and Swim Wear
e Ram Clubs and Balls
¢ Ray Cook Putters
e Edmont-Hill gloves, eic.
e Fore Score Socks and Peds
e DPro Only Balls
e Pro Only Range Balls
e Fore Score Bags and Putters
e EZ Carts with English Wheels
e Fawick and Lamkin grips

ABINGDON, VIRGINIA 24210

Telephone 703-628-6011
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big national swing to stroke play|
and many of the states had fol-
lowed suit. In fact, there were
very few match-play tournament
left—the National PGA made
the switch to stroke play in 1958,

After considerable delibera-
tion, the Executive Committee o
the VSGA decided to conduct
wholesale poll of the membership.
Every golfer who had compete
in the last three State Amateur.
(1965-67) would be given an op
portunity vote in the match-or
medal “election.”

All the votes in, the result wa
announced at the January, 196

For medal play, 145; Fo
match play, 111.
Thus, the first modern-er

stroke play State Amateur wa
played in July, 1968 at Ho
Springs. The field was limited t
160—at least 50 others were o
the waiting list—and the low 3
scorers in the first round wer
awarded championship fligh
berths.

Through the first two rounds
it was an interesting ‘‘experi
ment.” Wayne Jackson of Hamp
ton, twice a State Amateur cham
pion, shot 68-71 to lead the field
Then Marvin (Vinny) Giles 11
made his expected move, shot 70
65 over the final 36 holes an
made a runaway of the tourna
ment, winning by 15 strokes wit
a 72-hole score of 275,

The one-sidedness of the tour
nament didn’t evoke any sudde
movement back to match play
but Secretary Blankinship di
say, “We may have to make
a few adjustments, concerning
mainly the slowness of play.”

Giles had proven what every:
body in Virginia golf already
knew—-that he was the best
amateur golfer the state had pro-
duced in years. Perhaps even the
most talented since the eras o
Snead, Howell and Harper.

At 25 years of age, Giles hac
already won four State Amateurs

(Continued on page 43)
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Ibemarle Golf Association.. <-ereee.Charlottesville
lleghany Country Club..................__ Covington
Itavista Country Club.........._._._ AR Altavista
melia County Golf Club....._.._.__ ., Amelia Court House
iny-Navy Country Glub................ ... ....Arlington

rrow Wood (foumry Club........ wereeeo....Roanoke

ugusta Country Club..... s tANIRTON
Bassett Country Club............... ... il Bassett
Riiorg Glotintrye \Qlub...oooo.on o o o Bedford
elle Haven Country Qlub.........cco..oooo 1 Alexandria
9e-AcWee Golf Assn;................oo o Portsmouth
lacksburg Country Club..... o AT BREL L Blacksburg
lue Hills Golf Club........ D g e R T T
fup Ridge Qolf Club................cce.. oo Ohielotteactlio
oonsboro Country Club........................... Lynchburg
ow Creek Golf & Country Club..._ Virginia Beach
rickwood Golf Assn.................. rseSitns e R CUEPE IR TCC
ristol Va. Golf Assn... . sreanitre dailil o X000 o il it Bristol
ranswick Countey Qb s o e At
arper’s Valley Golf Association.. . e Winchester
fcades Golf Qlub.................0 o Hot Springs
avalier Golf & Yacht Club.. ... Virginia Beach

edar Crest Country Club...........____ . o.o-o-....Centreville
edar Hills Gelf Glub.........._ .. . ety Lynchburg
BRET Foint Cllabcnll e R
s Gountey Clubi. .o, o 0 - 00 Chatham
hantilly Nat’l Golf & Country Club._...__.__ Centreville
hatmoss Country Club...__ e LS D P Martinsville
liftondale Country Club.......___ Clifton Forge

el Hilly Golf (QHIDL.... oisbihs b e bt Forest
primonwealth Club. .. v - L i L4 South Boston
ountry Club of Culpeper..........._._____.__ Culpeper
ERheryGlub of Paivfae.. collodi o oo Fairfax
ountry Club of Petersburg..... ... . . Petersburg
ountry Club of Staunton....__ e S MR I Iy Staunton
Risttvy Club oof Mirginla.........0 . 4 Richmond
g T e O ek S N T Crewe
ypress Cove Country Club...................... . Franklin
govilie Galf dlubiis szt = o0 S et el Danville
lizabeth Manor Golf & Country Club...___ Portsmouth
mporia Country Club...._.... e e i d el Emporia
armington Country Club._.....__._____ Charlottesville
auquier Springs Country Club._.....__.__ Warrenton
feastle Clountey Olubl oot r S0 a0 s Bluefield
orest Park Country Club...c.oooovoooo Martinsville
redericksburg Country Club........._._.__ Fredericksburg
ont:Royal Geuntry Clube L0 T oL Front Royal
T OGTT T Tt e T S S S s Galax
gy Hills Oountry Qlab........comiiiime an i Hillsville
o Clountry CIub. i e Pearisburg
len Oak Country Club.........__..__. B Mt R e Danville
genrachie Country 1Qlab.......coccooeeiviii i) Abingdon
tenwood Golf Assn................... .. e = U b Richmond

Floucester Golf Assn..........._.......___ ... Newport News
bolden Horseshoe Golf Assn............____ . Williamsburg

pose Creek Country (Club....... .o Leesburg
Bhifax Country GIUD. . o et e s South Boston
ampton Golf Assn......cccc.o.... Hampton
{anover Country Club........._._. R Ashland
lermitage Country Club......._........___. . Richmond
lidden Valley Country Club...._... . it et A OTE Salem
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Holston Hills Cauntry GRib........ ool Marion
Hot Springs Golf & Tennis Club....__________ Hot Springs
Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club.... ... Kilmarnock
International Town & Country Club......_____Falls Church

James River Country Club..._..______ Newport News
Jefferson-Lakeside Country Club. SEBEINOCL A Richmond
Jordon Point Country Club.....____ el Hopewell
Kempsville Meadows Country Club._....____ Virginia Beach
Kinderton Country Club...... ... R el Clarksville
Labamiewe TlGHE S it st e B o phd e i Roanoke
BAkewmphe ol Mian,... o0, o e Norfolk
Langley Air Force Base Colf Assn... . .......liangley A.F.B.
Lanrel' 'Golf Asfn..........cooio i Sesseare b AL Dy Laurel
LesiRarRiGelti@lyb;: . - - o s PEtETSDUTE
Lexangton Golf GlbL.. .. Lo 7 Lexington
Lonesome Pine Country Club.....____ --....Big Stone Gap
LongwasssE it Cllay: ot = (o L e Farmville
Loudon Golf & Country Club.._...______ Purcellville
Lunenburg Country Club......_......____ i Kenbridge
LynwoosiGaelt G~ L) 0 R Martinsville
Meadowbrook Country Club.............____  Richmond
Mecklenburg Country Club....... ... Chase City
Moccasin Hills Country Club.....__.... Gate City
Nottoway River Country Club....____ Blackstone
CaleHIl Counmtty Olobr oo 0 ] Richmond
Qakwood Country CGlub,........ ..o o Lynchburg
Ocean View Golf Assn........................... . Sty Norfolk
Ole Monterey Golf Assn.............ooooo % Roanoke

Pocoshock Golf o) AR sy N T ) P

Princess Anne Country Club........._ Virginia Beach
Ruplaslih Qountry (GIBL........... .00 7 T Pulaski
Retreat Golf & Country Club.............______ Berryville
Richmond Country Club........................ ... Richmond
River Bend Golf & Country Club..._____________ Great Falls
Roanoke Gountry Glubi.. oo Lo 0 Roanoke
Round Meadow Country Club.......__.._...._ Radford
Salisbury Country Qlub...................._..___ Midlothian
Sewell’s Point Golf Club..........._._ St Lol S Norfolk
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club........._.._... . Front Royal
Shenvales Gelf Olub.....oooe New Market
South Hill Country Glub.........ccooocooniioo South Hill
Spotswood Country Club........_.___ Al Harrisonburg
Springfield Golf & Country Club......_______ Springfield
Stumpy Lake Golf Astn.........ccon...... Princess Anifie
SR O AR e i sl S e Suffolk
Tazewell County Country Club.........._________ Tazewell
sl e e T R O R SO Blacksburg
Tuscarora  Couhtry Qb o i Danville
VY OIEle CRONE AARRYE, 1 i v o o Newport News
Washington Golf & Uonniry Glubl... o o Arlington
Waynesboro Country Club......_._____. i Waynesboro
West End Golf Assn. of Oak Hill....___ Richmond
West Point Country Club.................._...... West Point
Westwood Countey Qb Vienna
Williamsburg Country Club..........__ . - Williamsburg
Willow Creek Country Club............. .. . Rocky Mount
Willow Oaks Country Club......._.__ SRSy Richmond
Winchestar Countiy CRab.........cc.oicciinioiiniinnias Winchester
Woodberry Forest Golf Club....... -..Woodberry Forest
Woodside Mens Golf Assn......._________ Tappahannock
b deilne LI o RG] A S Wytheville
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Our Lady of Angels

Phone 494-2444

Woodbridge, Virginia
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TOBACCO CITY
WHOLESALE CO.

OF

Froehling & Robertson, Inc.

Inspection Engineers & Chemists
SINCE 1881

CompLETE TEsTING & INSPECTION FAcILITIES
Serving
ARGHITECTS — ENGINEERS — CONTRACTORS

MAIN OFFICE & LABORATORIES
814 West Cary Street

BRANCH LABORATORIES
Baltimore, Md.  Roanoke, Va. Norfolk, Va.

Charlotte, N. C. Fayetteville, N. C. Greenville, S. C.

Richmond, Va.

Raleigh, N. C.
Washington, D. C.

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

INCORPORATED

740 Boush Street, Norfolk

5716 High Street West
Portsmouth

4018 Fast Indian River Road
in Chesapeake

Your Derositrs ARe Now INSURED TO $15,000.00
By THE

FeperaL Savines AND LoaN INsURANCE CORPORATION

CLIFF WEIL,
INC.

Richmond, Virginia

BAVINGS and LOAN ASSOCIATION
Lynchburg & South Boston, Virginis

B A DA A AN A AN A A LA A A I T B N
N N S S e S A S A A A s

Senerol QouHaJHA.

TOWN and COUNTRY &

BUILDING 1
REPAIRING

REMODELING

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

Painting — Brick Work
Free Estimates

LEONARD FORRESTER

Phone 462-2792 Lively, Va.
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Virginia A.G.C.

Review

Official Section Virginia Branch A.G.C.

Sarery anpo A. G. C.

By

RoBerT B. WoODWARD

Executive Director, Virginia Branch, A.G.C.

"” J HERE DOEs a safety program
i
J start?

In the construction industry, in Vir-
ginia, it had its roots among a small
group of conscientious building con-
tractors, most of whom already had
excellent safety records . . ., but who
were aware that the industry’s over-
all safety history was deplorable.
The 1966 session of the Virginia
General Assembly authorized the De-
partment of Labor and Industry, un-
der Commissioner Edward Boggs, to
be the chief authors of a comprehen-
sive construction safety code.
Within nine months, the Safety
Codes Commission issued their first
draft of a code encompassing con-
struction, demolition and excavation.
The Safety Committee of the Vir-
ginia Branch A.G.C. was called in by
Commissioner Boggs to review the first
draft, to make additions and deletions.
and to lend their overall knowledge
in a critical review of the draft.
On January 1, 1967, the 51-page
code was officially released by the De-
partment of Labor, entitled RULES
AND REGULATIONS GOVERN-
ING CONSTRUCTION, DEMOLI-
TION AND ALL EXCAVATION,
In the introduction to the code, its
“purpose” is described as a move to
establish  practical and minimum
standards to provide the maximum
protection to the employee, employer
and the general public.
As to its “scope,” the code states
that the rules apply to all construc-
tion work including maintenance and
repair work; said areas covered which
are common to building construction,
demolition and all excavation work. Tt
encompasses such areas as hoists,
housekeeping, ladders, personal pro-

to tell the Virginia Story

tection, piling, powder-actuated tools,
public protection, scaffolding, and
temporary floors, stairs, railings and
toeboards.

This, then, is the law under which
the construction industry in Virginia
operates as it refers to ‘“‘safety.” But
much of what is contained in the new-
ly-implemented state code was al-
ready a vital part of the average
A.G.C. member’s basic safety knowl-
edge.

By “basic” safety knowledge we re-
fer to the A.G.C.’s MANUAL OF AC-
CIDENT PREVENTION IN CON-
STRUCTION, a more-than-three-
hundred-page manual first published
in 1927, and revised six times since.
It has become the bible throughout
the industry, not only in America but
throughout the world.

Originally drafted as a general
guide for members only, it was finally
copyrighted in 1938 by the Associated
General Contractors of America, and
given industry-wide distribution. It is
recognized by such agencies as
N.AS.A., GS.A,, and countless other
governmental agencies as a prime ref-
erence document for safety guide-
lines.

It has thirty-nine major chapters,

SEPTEMBER 1968

ranging from asphalt plants to weld-
ing, and is now the chief textbook for
a ten-week SAFETY TRAINING
COURSE FOR CONSTRUCTION
SUPERVISORS, taught by A.G.C.—
sponsored groups to more than eight
thousand supervisory-level men across

the nation. Within the last twelve
months, the course was also made
available in a correspondence-type
course.

In describing the Commonwealth’s
SAFETY CODE, and the A.G.C.’s
SAFETY MANUAL, we are some-
what guilty of putting the cart before
the horse.

Why was this state code drafted . . .
and why did the A.G.C. draft a
lengthy safety manual more than forty
years ago?

Look at some of these statistics.
Total volume of construction—new,
maintenance and repair—totaled ap-
proximately $65 billion in 1957. Ap-
plying a 35% factor for direct labor
costs, 1957 payrolls aggregated $22 -
750,000,000. On the basis of a nation-
al average compensation-insurance
ratc of $2.99 per $100 of payroll,
the nationwide compensation-insurance
costs amounted to $680,222 000, With
the conservative addition of direct-job
costs (job stoppages, equipment dam-
age, spoiled work, loss of manpower,
etc.) of $1,360,450,000, it is clear
that construction accidents cost $2,-
040,675,000 in 1957.

If one half of the accidents might
be prevented by common sense, prac-
tical means, as has been proven pos-
sible, a saving of no less than $1.-
020,337,000 would result, in addition
to the benefits derived from improved
conditions, avoidance of suffering, and
conserved manpower. This is econom-

PAGE NINETEEN




UKROP’S SUPER MARKETS

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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F. RICHARD WILTON, JR., INC.

Contractor
St. Reg. #7193

Ceiling and Partition Specialists

3015 Dumbarton Road Phone 353-6695
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23228

MARTIN TILE
& MARBLE
CO., INC.

CERAMIC TILE
MARBLE
TERRAZZO

Com LIER(II;\I,—**I NDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL

2512 GRENOBLE ROAD
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
Phone 288-1232

FARMERS & MERCHANTS
NATIONAL BANK

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA
“Everybody’s Bank”

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
OF VIRGINIA, INCORPORATED
LIBERAL CONTRACTS FOR AGENTS

Attractive Policies for Each Member of the Family

Travelers Building Phone 643-2630
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23208 RICHMOND, VA, 23220
WinstoN MONTAGUE, Pres. 1. N. Apawms, Sec’y.-Treas.

The Home
of
Better
Milk

famous for quality

for 48 years . . .

PAGE TWENTY VIRGINIA RECORD

Founded 1878




ically sound, morally right and re-
quires no magic formula beyond every-
day common sense,

On an every
A.G.C. member is encouraged to
maintain his own personal safety rec-
ords, primarily through the A.G.C.-
sponsored D.IT. (Disabling Injury
Tabulation) Program, a monthly list-
ing of man-hours worked by the com-
pany, number of accidents incurred,
and man-hours lost as a result of such
accidents, Every twelve months this
D.1.T. data is run through computers,
and participants are given a statistical
breakdown of their company’s acci-
dent evaluation versus that of their
counterparts across the country, Dur-
ing the A.G.C.s annual convention,
awards are given to those firms who

individual basis,

achieved the greatest percentage of
improvement through the diligent ap-
plication of other A.G.C.—endorsed
safety ideas.

The most prized award sought by
A.G.C. members is the SAFETY CER-
TIFICATION AWARD, coveted by
its recipients as the only award that
has long-range and meaningful signifi-
cance,

To qualify for this particular award,
an A.G.C.—member applicant must
submit a detailed history of his firm’s
safety program, including (a) outline
of company program, (b) names of
company individuals heading safety
administration, (c) data substantiat-
ing a maximum accident frequency of
less than .20, (d) D,I.T. forms for
the previous twelve-month period, (e)
copy of job-site safety rules, (f) state-

ment by insurance carrier indicating
firm’s operations have been reviewed
and are satisfactory, (g) evidence of
safety training for job foreman and
superintendents, and (h) evidence of
safety meetings,

Certainly a construction firm that
can comply with the above-listed
qualifications deserves signal honor
for the diligent manner in which it
has applied realistic, practical and
significant safety standards to its com-
pany’s construction operations.

Thus, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia’s Safety Code, the A.G.C.’s Safe-
ty Manual, and the member’s tangible
evidence of practicing and applying
accepted safety rules combine to give
construction firms in Virginia a firm
base on which to build an improved
safety record.

Richmond Life Insurance Company

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

/SAUCE

Apple
flavor

APPLE right
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the tree!
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REsEARCH AND TECHNICAL BUILDING

BASS CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY, INC.

Presents

TWO NEW BUILDINGS FOR MOBIL CHEMICAL
COMPANY IN HANOVER COUNTY

Architects—CARNEAL & JOHNSTON e Consulting Engineers—HANKINS, ANDERSON & MONCRIEF

ResearcH Prrot Las

e ST 5 :
SEPTEMBER 1968
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Awning Company

-~

AWwWNINGS — COVERS
TArRPAULINS — FLAGS
AND VENETIAN BLINDS

418 30th Street
NEWPORT NEWS, VA.
Dial CH 4-1312
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Interior Research and Technical Building (Photos by James M. McElroy)

These two buildings are an addi-

ion to the Technical Center for the SUBCONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS Route #1
: § . 1 . (All Richmond Firms)
Mobil Chemical Company located in NORTH TAZEWELL. VA
: 2 SeArC] g . - . &1 il .
Hanover County, Virginia. Bass Con- Rescarch Pilot Laboratory
% 2 5 . Bass Construction Co., Inc., general contractor,
ptruction Co. Inc. were the builders foundations; P. E. Eubank, excavating; Armco
f thC Ol'igillal buildmg two years ago. Steel Corp., steel building, roofing; Southern e ) ) =)
The present project is divided into ,\‘[a!ena[s Corp rnnuv:h, fartin Tile & Marble
4l : Co., Inc., ceramic, imported quarry and glass
. Laboratory Building and a Pilot mosaic tile; Rabe Electric Co., lighting fixtures RABE
.ab. The laboratory builc[ing 18 of & electrical work; Hungerford, Inc., Plumbing

fixtures, plumbing, air conditioning, heating &

nasonry and concrete construction as ventilating and Pleasants Hardware, hardware. ELECTRIC CO.,

s the present laboratory building.

his building has several outstanding T INC.
eatures, The concrete foundation
" 5 e sy f Research and Technical Building
vall from ﬂO()‘l It\'_L] to gradt is bush- Bass Construction Co., Inc., general contractor, Ezectflcal CO?ItTdCt()?‘S
ammered. Exterior walls are ex- foundations, carpentry; P. E. Eubank, excavating;
posed concrete structural frames with ?;fmgwrn -\larmalaﬂ(!r;r]pi, mn:ml.-:(wmiam E.
. i . orh ] A ucker, masonry; Bethlehem Steel Corp., rein-
_“Ck pane“mg. Also lhﬁle are g]aztd forcing steel; Concrete Structures, Inec., pre- COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL
ile pam’ls above and below the alum- stressed concrete, roof deck; N. W. Martin & RESIDENTIAL
¢ e T " . Bros., Inc., roofing; Win. Bayley Co. (John J.
4 ' ws. 1€ e re 2 e it d
um mx}du vs, Ll reception area Hagloy, Ageat), windows) Pitabirgh Mate Gl ELECTRIC HEAT
nd exterior concrete \\‘alk> are scored glazing; N. Chasen & Son, Inc.. painting; West-
hnd have an (f.‘CI)Ob(‘d aggregate fin- ern  Waterproofing Co., waterproofing; E. S.
ol All Izl ) hiave f e e Chappell Co., weatherstripping; John H. Hamp-
E1. ab rooms have quarry tile shire, Inc., acoustical, resilient tile and ceiling; H. W. Ra
H ] : : N , b . W. BE 4. L. Womack
oors and epoxy paint finish on walls. Martin Tile & Marble Co., Inc., ceramic, im-
’he mechanical system for the heat- ported quarry & glass mosaic tile; H. Beckstoffer’s
e f Eebe L Mg 2 2 ¥ Sons, millwork: Roanoke Engineering Sales, steel
ng and air conditioning is a built-up doors & bucks; Rabe Electric Co., Inc., lighting
ystem with humidity controls and a fixtures & electrical work; Hungerford, Ine., Dial 232-4538
ig]l p[‘rccntaqe of induced fresh air plumbing fixtures, plumbing, air conditioning, 1a 2 2"
he ¢ - . . e I =3k heating, ventilating; Pleasants Hardware, hard- 3084 Hull Street
1€ conference 1001.11 nas natural fin- ware and F. Richard Wilton, Inc., interior par- "
shed wood panelling and “arpeted titions. Richmond, Va. 23224
ooring.

g A Specializing in Credit Life Insurance
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M A blessing for the debtor’s widow

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

TeL. 648-6549 TraverLers BuiLpine RICHMOND VIRGINIA
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AT

North end of Clarens, first a wooden Flound er-house. Later the brick portion was added.

THE CONFEDERACY’S SPECIAL
COMMISSIONER TO GREAT BRITAIN

By

MoLLIE SOMERVILLE

I.\' THE LATE AFTERNOON of an autumn day in 1870, the
stillness around the old house on the hilltop was broken
by the sound of footsteps on the leaf covered gravel car-
riage-way. Outside the high brick wall, Quaker Lane lead
to Alexandria, across the Potomac River from the city of
Washington, the skyline of which was faintly visible in the
distance. In silence the two old warriors walked slowly in
the last rays of the setting sun, lingering momentarily at
the threshold as if loathe to leave the still pleasantly warm
outdoors for their chairs by the open fire.

Although only three miles from the center of the 200-
year-old seaport town of Alexandria, and about twice that
far from the capital city of the Nation, Clarens provided
a secluded haven for the former Special Commissioner of
the Confederate States of America to Great Britain, James
Murray Mason, and the members of his family. They had
been living here for a year, coming back to their native
state of Virginia after four years of exile in Canada follow-
ing the end of the War Between the States.
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Commissioner Mason’s companion was his brother-in
law, General Samuel Cooper, former Adjutant-General o
the Army of the United States, organizer of the Confeder
ate War Department, and ranking officer in the Confeder-
ate army. General Cooper lived at Cameron, adjoining
Clarens, and it was partly because of this proximity to his
sister and her family that Commissioner Mason had bought
Clarens.

Because Clarens was spacious enough to be used as ¢
hospital, it escaped the destruction that befell several othe:
homes on Seminary Hill during the War Between the
States. (After the War, the owner had problems with hes
servants, who would not go near the carriage house, whicl
they called the “dead house.”) Notable among the nearb;
buildings on Quaker Lane that survived the 1861-65 con
flict besides Clarens were two others: tower-topped Aspin
wall Hall of the Protestant Episcopal Theological Semin
ary, which served the Federal commander, General Georg
B. McClellan, as his headquarters; and Hoxton Hall of the
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Episcopal High School for Boys which, like Clarens, had
been a hospital for wounded Union soldiers. All three
structures are there today, more than a hundred years later.
The Seminary tower is visible for miles. serving to guide
the stranger to the hilltop. A little beyond the High School
and the Seminary grounds are the brick pillars marking the
entrance to Clarens.

When Commissioner Mason purchased Clarens in 1869,
and moved his family to the Northern Virginia area. he was
actually returning to life-long familiar surroundings. He
was born in Georgetown, D). C., in 1798, the son of Gen-
eral John Mason and the grandson of George Mason of
Gunston Hall. As a child, he had often been taken to the
family’s ancestral estate a few miles below Mount Vernon.
usually making the trip bv boat from his father’s planta-
tion on the island in the Potomac River between the Lin-
coln Memorial and Arlington Cemetery, formerly called
Analostan Tsland and now known as Theodore Roosevelt
Island. Gunston Hall, surrounded by 5000 acres, offered a
boy hours of riding and hunting pleasure. Later, as a vounge
lawyer practicing in Winchester. James Mason was elected
to renresent his county in the Vireinia State Legislature.
On his way to Richmond. and again on his return threc
months later, he would visit with his parents in George-
town or on the Tsland. And still later, as United States
Senator from Virginia, he often staved with them durine
the Congressional session, at their Alexandria home. Cler-
mont. ahout two miles from Clarens.

James Mason had surprised his parents and colleagucs
when. after studving law in Philadelphia and in Richmond.
he decided to leave the aristocratic Tidewater area and
move to the valley of Virginia to open a law office in Win-
chester in 1820. a small community where he was a com-
plete stranger. He arrived at the town ordinary on a June
dav. having made the journey from his father’s house on
horseback. riding on his saddle-bass. as was the custom.
The taciturn reception he received from the men to whom
he introduced himself and the lack of ceremony he found
in the villaee life of Winchester of that day contrasted
sharplv with Philadelphia and Washington societv. Two
vears later, when he brought his bride. the former Eliza
Margaretta Chew of Cliveden. Philadelphia, to Winchester
and joined the other husbands in the town at the chores
of the head-of-the-household, he followed the local cus-
tom. difficult thoueh it may have been for him. which Mrs
Mason described in a letter to her sister soon after their
marriage in 1822:

Mr. Mason’s great effort is attending the market. This
task devolves entirely upon the gentlemen. as servants
cannot be trusted. The market begins at davlight. and
as there was some chance of our starving if he did not
make his appearance there in due time. the first dav
we commenced housekeeping, he determined not to
lose his chance and sallied forth in the most dreadful
snowstorm two hours too soon. And this. after havine
looked at his watch every half hour after three o'clock.
His energy amused me exceedingly. However. he still
goes twice a week, and we feast sumptuously everv
day upon turkevs at fifty cents, pheasants at one shill-
ing, and partridges in abundance.

An additional glimpse of the young couple’s life is re-
lated in another letter of Mrs. Mason’s some eichteen
months later. Again writing to this sister. she complains of
business that may require her husband to he away [rom
home for ten days or a fortnight:

At this moment it is particularlv annoyine to have our
pursuits and habits interrupted, as we have just re-

ENTRANCE
From
WesT
Lawxn

sumed such as we enjoyed last winter, and which the
intense heat of the summer has hitherto delayed. The
evenings are now long enough to admit of much use-
ful employment, and to compensate, by the opportunity
they afford of mutually amusing each other, for the
dissimilarity of our avocations during the day. We gen-
crally commence the evening by playing two or three
games of chess, as Mr. Mason is extravagantly fond
of the game. Then we practice together for a little
while, [Mason played the flute and his wife accom-
panied him on the piano,] and afterwards he reads
to me, while T sew, till eleven o’clock. As we have tea
very early, we thus accomplish a great deal before bed-
time. Mr. Meade [afterwards Bishop of Virginia] re-
cently brought me several excellent books.

Mrs. Mason’s days were filled with the duties of a young
mother. Tn 1829 the Masons purchased Selma, a mile west
of Winchester, at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
and here they moved with their rapidly growing family.
The winter of 1829-30 was the first one that Mrs. Mason
spent at home. Up until this time she had passed the
months when her husband was in Richmond attending the
session of the Virginia legislature either at her father’s
home in Philadelphia, or at her father-in-law’s in George-
town. But now there were three children (eventually there
were eight) who with their nurse, made too large a party
for a long stay away from home.

However, in a letter written by James Mason, when he
was a member of Congress, to his wife’s sister (the same
Miss Chew) from Washington May 24, 1838, he tells of a
visit to the capital city that Mrs. Mason made then:

Eliza came up accordingly on Monday, or rather my
good mother brought her up, leaving all the children
at Clermont. Her escort went back the same evening.
leaving her on my hands. Tuesdav she spent all morn-
ing with Maria [his sister, Mrs. General Cooper] and
Catharine [his sister-in-law, Mrs. John Mason], look-
ing about for finery, and in due time, that is to say,
a little before 7 p.m., we went to the dinner. There we
found all the diplomats assembled, with the elite of
Congress, the Ministers from England, France, Rus-
sia and Texas, and charges from the small powers of
Spain, Holland, Prussia, etc., ete.
(Please turn to page 28)
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She was at the Capitol all this morning, and left there
at half past two, with Catharine, to go to visit Mrs.
Madison [the President’s wife].

This letter is of particular interest because of its rarity,
as Mason’s private papers were destroyed when Selma was
burned by Sheridan during the War, and so only those
that were saved by friends and relatives survived.

James Mason had been a member of the United States
Senate since 1847, and was Virginia’s representative there
when the State seceded in 1861 ; he then became a member
of the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States. On
February 19, 1861, only a few weeks before he left his
seat in the Senate, never to return, he was present and in
the chair of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, to which he had been appointed in March 1849. In
the United States Senate he had held the post of Chair-
man of the Foreign Relations Committee for ten years. So
his appointment as Special Commissioner of the Confed-
erate States of America to Great Britain was in keeping
with his experience.

The story of Commissioner Mason’s vovage to England.
his capture on the high seas while on board the English
Royal Mail Steamer the Trent along with John Slidell of
Louisiana, Special Commissioner to France: their imprison-
ment at Fort Warren on an island in Boston Harbor from
November 24, 1861 to the first day of January 1862—“Ra-
tions per diem: 22 ounces of flour, 12 ounces bacon, 1%
ounces coffee, 2 ounces sugar, 1 ounce salt. 1 gill vinegar,
and % pound potatoes”—is familiar to students of the
War Between the States. He finally reached FEngland at
the end of January. and spent the next four years in an un-
successful attempt to obtain official recognition of the Con-
federacv. Although he was well received by London society.
Encland refrained from intervenine in the War. Near the
end. Mason’s Commission to England was terminated and he
was appointed Commissioner on the Continent at large.

His family, who had refugeed in Virginia and elsewhere
in the States, now left the United States to find a safe
haven in Canada. Tn April 1866, Mason packed the ac-
cumulated papers of four and a half of fruitless
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work, and sailed from England to join his wife and chil-
dren in Montreal. That summer the little town of Niagara
was host to several of the Confederasy’s leaders, among
them General John C. Breckenridge, Secretary of War of
the Confederacy. After a winter in Toronto in the midst
of Southern refugees, the Masons returned to Niagara in
the summer of 1867. Here the President of the Confeder-
acy. Jefferson Davis, recently released from prison, was
their guest twice that summer, in the little rented house
with its garden and poultry yard. (Mason had become quite
successful at raising chickens.) Mr. William W. Corcoran,
the founder of the Gallery of Art in Washington that bears
his name, was also among the houseguests the Masons
cntertained that summer. Another winter passed and then.
finally, on July 4, 1868, general amnesty was proclaimed
by President Andrew Johnson. The people who had come
from the South began returning to their States, until only
the Masons were left in Niagara.

Early in 1869 James Mason said to his family: “T can-
not be much longer with you, and T am not willing to leave
vou so far from home in a foreien land. I feel that T ought
to take you back to your own people.” At the beginning
of the following summer he left Canada to find a home in
Virginia, and on September 24, 1869, he took possession of
Clarens.

Not only was the vicinity around Clarens well-know to
Mason. but the land had actually once belonged to Mason’s
oreat-grandfather and later to his grandfather,
Mason of Gunston Hall. Among the owners listed in the
deeds of record are Thomas. Lord Fairfax, proprietor of
some 5.000,000 acres in Virginia, the two George Masons,
and successive members of the West family in Alexandria.
one of whom, John West, Jr., as county surveyor laid out
the town with his assistant, seventeen-year-old
Washington.

The oldest section of the house is a frame flounder type
of building said to date from 1783. The flounder house
is Alexandria’s unusual contribution to architecture. Like
the fish from which it takes its name, it has a blind flat
<ide. This lone windowless side, extending from the foun-
dation to the ridee of the roof, gives the flounder house
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the appearance of being sliced in half along the ridge line
straight down through the middle. At Clarens, a second
flounder house, this one of brick, was later built on against
the long blind wall. The result is a gable-end facade, half
wood and half brick. The structure was subsequantly en-
larged by several additions, and just before Mason bought
Clarens it had been a boys’ school. Two of the students
there were G. W. Custis Lee and G. Washington Lewis,
Robert E. Lee’s son and Martha Washington’s great-grand-
son, respectively.

When the Mason family arrived at Clarens the estate
had twenty-four acres of beautifully landscaped grounds
and orchards with a variety of fruits surrounding the house.
Mason’s days his first year back in Virginia revolved
around the pleasures of being reunited with his family and
attending to the simple outdoor chores of their home.

A visitor one frosty afternoon in November 1870 was
taken to the corn-house where the two inseparable old com-
panions, the Special Commissioner to Great Britain, James
M. Mason, and the former Adjutant-General of the Army,
Samuel Cooper, were sitting on three-legged stools shuck-
ing corn. They were laughing together at General Coop-
cr's teasing Mason about the blisters on his hands while
the General, whose pile of shucked corn was bigger than
Mason’s, held out his hands to prove that they showed no
signs of manual labor.

WATKINS PLANTS
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The second winter in Virginia Mason’s health declined
rapidly and on April 28, 1871, a little more than a year and
a half after his return from Canada, he died at Clarens.
Almost a century has passed since then, and although the
Special Commissioner of the Confederate States of America
to Great Britain had lived in Alexandria only a short time,
a story is still told there about him. It is said that he would
never look in the direction of the Federal city of Washing-
ton, but always turned his chair to face Richmond and his
beloved South,
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NO VISIT TO CHARLOTTESVILLE IS COMPLETE
WITHOUT A VISIT THROUGH

Historic Michie Tavern

ONCE OWNED RY PATRICK HENRY'S FATHER
AND LATER A FAMOUS REVOLUTIONARY TAVERN

OpEN DarLy From 8:00 A.M. UnTiL 5:00 P.M.

Admission $1.00 per person—Adults  Children 6-12—50¢
Special rates for groups of 15 or more

Between Charlottesville and Monticello on Route 53

* Owned and Operated by the
Eastern Band of the
Cherokee Indians

BOUNDARY TREE
DINERS LODGE

and W

" MOTEL

61 Air Conditioned Units

MonErRN RESTAURANT
AND
Rep CarreT DIiNiNe Room
Swimming PooL

CHEROKEE, N. C. 28719
Located on U. S. 441 Highway, North
At the Smoky Mountains Park Entrance
On the Cherokee Reservation

HOTEL-MOTEL WACHAPREAGUE

Catering to Sport Fishermen Since 1902
AMERICAN PLAN—Featuring Fine Old Virginia Foods Unsurpassed
for Quality and Flavor
Equipped With All Facilities for Your Convenience and Pleasure

22 Sport Fishing Cruisers—100 Square Miles of Inland Fishing and
Limitless Ocean Fishing With All Salt-Water Varieties

Under the Personal Direction of D. H. SANDIDGE
For Reservations — Phone 787-2105
WACHAPREAGUE, VIRGINIA

THE TAN-A-RAMA

EFFICIENCY APARTMENTS
“OCEAN FRONT NAGS HEAD”

e 20 Units Overlooking the Atlantic

e Large Fresh Water Pool e Shopping Center, Boat Marina
e T.V.—Air-conditioning—Ceramic Baths e 750 Ft. Ocean Fishing Pier
e Wall to Wall Carpet e Also 100 Housekeeping Cottages

Golf Privileges extended to our guests

P. O. Box 285 Phone 919-441-3911-12
KILL DEVIL HILLS, N. C.

King’
BARBECUE HOUSE
FOR LUNCH OR SUPPER, TRY OUR

Combination Plate

Generous portion of either minced
or sliced barbecue and 2 pieces of
King's Fried Chicken, Cole Slaw,
French Fries, Biscuits and Honey.

oNLY 5"59

20 E. Belt Boulevard

For Prompt Take-Home Service

Ph