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ICE HOCKEY

YOU PROMOTE OR
WE PROMOTE

ARENA SEATING—12,176
FIXED—9,176
PORTABLE—3,000

ICE RINK—200" x 85’
EXHIBIT HALL—15,390 sq. ft.
ARENA FLOOR—220" x 108"

OVERALL EXHIBIT AREA—
44,132 sq. ft.

PORTABLE STAGE—56" x 32’

The more than 12,000 armchair-type
seats are placed on wide aisles for
easy entry and are fully upholstered
to assure your comfort and relaxa
tion while you enjoy the entertain-
ment. These seats are arranged to

provide perfect sight lines for each
spectator and overhanging bal-
conies also guarantee unobstructed,
intimate viewing even from the top
row

The showplace of Virginia, the Rich-
mond Coliseum — Largest indoor
seating capacity in the Common-
wealth — Centrally located in the
heart of Downtown Richmond — On
the doorstep of hotels, motels and
good restaurants. Completely air-
conditioned — a brand new, mod:
ern, fully equipped facility now
booking for 1971 — Your event
deserves the best — For Best
Results!
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industry plants two or more trees for every one it consumes. Among the ten nnasanaakﬂ
largest industries in the U. S., it's a *‘growing'’ industry in more ways than one!
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YOUNG friend, a former

student, and T were dis-
(‘ll\Sll]L the (‘]mngt* in Virginia
and in the world, and the inter-
relation between them, when it
was discovered that, as was most
rare with us, we were talking
along parallel lines. With an ef-
fort I could gain some compre-
hension of his world today, but,
he, although highly intelligent
and well informed, seemed un-
able to comprehend the world
of 25 years ago out of which his
present community had derived.
He seemed to perceive no con-
nection between the two eras, in
Virginia or in the world, and the
only influence of the post-World
War IT period he recognized on
his generation was that it had
produced a society which many
of his contemporaries rejected.
When T tried to explain that the
society his contemporaries re-
jected was a transitional product
resulting from vast changes, he
asked which of the major changes
in our civilization had made the
deepest impact on me as an in-
dividual.

Without hesitation 1 said,
“The decline of the British Em-
pire, accompanied by the rise of
Soviet Russia as an aggressively
challenging world power.”

He gave me a blank look.
CClely?,)

I found myself floundering in
trying to describe the sense of
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stability in an enduring worl
order provided by the glob
might of Great Britain (“Britar
nia rules the waves”), with t

friendship between England a

America which gave the Englis}
speaking people a prestigious o
curity amidst all the upheav

among nations and power-shi

in geopolitics. My shock of chang
came with the loss of this sense

familiar order when Great Bri
ain, ceasing to be a world empi

hecame reduced to a second-ra
nation, struggling with the pro
lems of socialistic experiment
tion, and America was sudder

alone as a bewildered power in
hostile world.

My young friend said,
that happened before my, ‘a
of consciousness’. I don’t have a
firsthand experience of this sta
world order when Great Britz
was a global empire. T can re
about it, but can’t imagine
But I can understand now thaf
lot of our indecisive foreign pe
icy is caused by the conditioni
of that old order of men wh
attitudes were formed by
Maybe unconsciously they
trying to restore it.”

“Yes, of course. In spite
your generation’s denial of y
terday, the present is always
at least partially—determined
the past.”

“Even when we don’t kng
what the past is?”

A
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“An adult doesn’t know what
s infancy was, but what he is
oday came from that specific
onditioning.”
This conversation convinced
e that the under-thirty genera-
on would have no memory of
e Virginia of 25 years ago, no
ersonal basis of comparison of
e Commonwealth then and
ow. Even those under forty
ould for the most part remem-
er largely physical impressions,
stricted in locale. Then, for the
st time since the Colonial pe-
od, during the past 25 years
irginia has benefitted from an
flux of new people moving into
pe state from other places, and
ese new citizens would, of
burse, also have no basis for com-
iring the Virginia of today with
irginia at the end of World
ar II.
For all those who do not have
clear impression of Virginia as
1946—as well as to remind
ose who do—the fundamental
pint about the Commonwealth
s that only then was it re-
vering from the economic ef-
ts of the Civil War. The
vious effects had been low
onomic standards—per capita
ome, per capita wealth, per
pita public expenditures—in
mparison with the non-South-

sections of the United States.
llowing the widespread loss of
ivate and public property dur-

b the war years, along with a

te debt which was not paid

until well into this century,
ere had been the absence of
pital for industry and mod-
hizing agriculture, and there
re rural areas which seemed
manently blighted by pov-

y.

As a consequence, public

ney had been lacking for ed-

ition and other vital needs of

+ people. In a grim circular-

this lack of opportunity
sed a steady migration of
highly motivated ambitious
ng out of the state, making
gnificant drain on the pool of

pll the Virginia Story

human resources. (From my own
class in high school, I know of
a dozen successful men in other
places—a doctor, a dentist, an
editor of a news weekly, a naval
architect, a distinguished modern
artist, an eminent book-designer,
a Washington correspondent of
the New York Times, a university
professor, and several in business
and industry. This was one year
in one high school. )

In 1946, when recovery began,
these iangible effects had lasted
/5 years. This not only spans
three generations, but many of
the middle generation—born in
the shadow of Reconstruction
and dying before the recovery—
had no experience of life except
as citizens of an economically
deprived community, bearing the
scars of a military defeat and
occupation, and existing outside
the flow of the American main-
stream, an appendage of the
dominant society, an unpitied
poor relation of the feast of
dollars. Manifestly the psycho-
logical implications would be
profound and far-reaching.

The conditioning influences of
these 75 years had developed at-
titudes of mind and casts of
character which did not vanish
with some brightening of eco-
nomic prospects. Thus, when
Virginia began its economic re-
covery in 1946—and this was
merely a beginning; there was a
long climb upward ahead—its
mental habits were deeply im-
bedded. At the end of World War
I1, then, Virginia was a state of
mind unique in the nation. To
its admirers and detractors alike,
it seemed a state of mind im-
pervious to the changes of time
and to the practices and the at-
titudes of the rest of the nation.

In this changelessness (called
“stagnation” by hostile critics)
Virginia was generally lumped
with “The South,” and Vir-
ginians, finding themselves in the
rearguard of the national parade,
sought comfort in their low
standards by judging their statis-
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tics by the standards of Southern
states. Actually, with all the di-
vergences within  The South,
from the Potomac to the bayous,
from the Ozarks to the Ever-
glades, essentially what Virginia
shared with The South in 1946
was a history and a sense of his-
tory.

Virginia had shared with the
other Southern states the experi-
ences of invasion, occupation and
the subsequent 75 years of dis-
location and poverty, which
caused President Roosevelt to
designate the South as “the na-
tion’s Number One economic
problem.” Because the whole re-
gion was unique in America in
having suffered the trauma of
military defeat, destruction of its
institutions and imposition of
outsiders’ will—as well as pov-
erty in a land of plenty—the
South was not infused by the
booster evangelism which
preached boundless optimism for
the benefits of boundless pro-
gress. Indeed, most Southerners
held some reservations about the
undiluted blessings of American-
style progress. Also, since much
of American-style progress was
identified with industry, the ag-
ricultural South’s lack of en-
thusiasm for industrialization
actually extended from an his-
toric aversion to ‘“dark, satanic
mills.”

These Southern attitudes nat-
urally emphasized attachment
to place, local identification, and
parochialism in contrast to na-
tionalism. In the defensiveness of
defeat, the Southerner took pride
in his differentiation from his
fellow-Americans and assertively
emphasized his own ways and at-
titudes, making his region dis-
tinctly different from the rest of
the country. In the briefest visit
from one region to another, one
could feel the slower tempo in
the South, the ritualism, the un-
hurried courtesy of the people
and the simple pleasure taken in
time for itself in contrast to the
frantic use of time for advantage.
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Washington and Robert E. Lee. See some
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In his defensiveness, the South-
rner also rationalized many of
e cultural defects of his region
nd, like any defeated people,
ythologized his past. It was in
s mythology that the South, in-
uding especially Virginia, dif-
red most significantly from the
her regions in 1946.
To non-Southern Americans
e past was a vague, unimport-
t background for their myths
unending progress based on
oral superiority and invincibil-
y. Feeling somehow impervious
b the conditioning of history, the
orth dismissed as irrelevant to
he nation the effects of the Civil
ar on that benighted sub-re-
on of The South.
However, since the South’s
ythology was rooted in a living
1st, it was the one region in the
tion whose people (like Furo-
ans) lived with a sense of their
story. As has often been pointed
t in literary essays, during the

tell the Virginia Story

State Capitol, Richmond

renaissance of Southern letters
during the 1930’s every Southern
writer was imbued with a strong
sense of the past activating the
present, Here the writers re-
flected their region by looking at
life in its continuity, where what
had gone before continued to af-
fect what was currently happen-
ng.

Since the North dismissed as
irrelevant this sense of the past
in the present, the South came in
for considerable derision. In all
truth, some of the “looking back
to glory” and “ancestor worship”
was provocative of ridicule, but
these were idiosyncratic excesses
and should not be confused with
the basic sense of history which
characterized the South. How-
ever, nowhere were these idio-
syncratic excesses more prevalent
than in Virginia. They could tend
to distort, or obscure, the nature
of the perpetuated Virginia char-
acter as it existed at the end of
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the second World War. These
easily ridiculed externals could,
and did, give a false emphasis of
the real nature of a traditional
society.

In 1946 Virginia, for all its
shared history with the Southern
states and aspects of similarity,
was unique within the South. In-
deed, Alabamians and Mississip-
pians at that time felt that Vir-
ginia was not even in The South,
and it certainly was not in their
South. As there are many
“Souths,” probably it is simplest
to say that Virginia, while classi-
fied with the gross category of
The South and associating itself
with the region generally rather
than with the nation, actually
was in a special category all its
own.

Virginia had experienced two
centuries of a district history be-
fore the new states of the “Deep
South” were formed—most of
this period as an aristocratically
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governed colony of Great Britain
(with close cultural and eco-
nomic ties with England) and
for a briefer period as the largest
and most prestigious state in the
new republic for whom it pro-
vided presidents in all but four of
the republic’s first thirty-three
years. Its own attitudes and cus-
toms and pride were deeply root-
ed long before the coalition of
the Southern states and trans-
cended the misfortune it shared
with the Southern states for a
period less than one-third of its
total history. In brief, then, in
looking at the Virginia of 25
years ago, it can be assumed that
some of the state’s characteristics
and much of its conditioning
could be found, in varying de-
grees, in other parts of the South,
but our view will be of Virginia
as a separate entity.

N viewing Virginia in 1946, it
was obvious that the state
was far more of a separate entity
than many of its people appeared
to realize. At that time, I was see-
ing Virginia from the perspective
of a returned native. Although I
had grown up in Virginia, of a
family with deep associations
with the state’s past, since the age
of seventeen I had lived most of
the time for the next twenty-odd
years in other places—chiefly in
New York City, with long stays
in Arizona and Hollywood, a
stint in the War Department in
Washington, and with trips or
visits in various parts of the
country.

As a matter of fact, I was hav-
ing some problems with my own
identity. Whereas in New York
I had been taken for “a South-
erner,” in Alabama I had been
called a “Yankee,” and in Boston
I had been regarded as an exotic
fugitive from Cotton Culture.
Then when I came back to Vir-
ginia, I found myself looked upon
as “a New Yorker.” With these
confusions it was with some dif-
ficulty that I established a work-
ing relationship with the Virginia
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community as it existed at the
end of the second World War.

I found that I was making
friends with people who ha
come to Virginia from other
places, making all the trips
could afford to New York an
keeping out the welcome mat fo
visiting friends from the East,

Then one day I was havin
lunch with an older friend, a dis
tinguished doctor and a distin
guished gentleman of, as the
used to say, “the old school.
Our friendship had been base
on a mutual interest in the Civi
War: he was a famous collecto
of Confederate-ana. He gave m
some very sound adivce. He ex
plained that he had spend som
years in New York after complet
ing his medical education an
had also experienced difficult
adjusting on his return to Vi
ginia. Then he told me that I wz
making the mistake of looking a
Virginia from the “outside,” th
I had not truly committed my
self to being of it. He advised m
to concentrate less on my a
quaintances from other place
especially transients, and to g
to know “representative” Vi
ginians.

In listening to my friend,
realized that while he would b
“representative” of a qualit
quintessentially Virginian, in a
vising me to know more “repr
sentative” Virginians, he did n
necessarily mean persons wl
represented what he did. He r
ferred to any person, wheth
native-born or a Virginian 1|
adoption, who personified sor
quality or attitude which repr
sented the basic Virginia cha
acter.

In following this excellent a
vice (which I have since pass
on to others with happy results
I began to look at Virginia wi
something of a dual viewpoi
While still under the influence
other cultures, I could see Vi
ginia through the critical eyes
my friends from non-Virgin
backgrounds, the “outsider
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who accepted me with reserva-
tions as one of them. At the same
time, I began to see Virginia
through the devoted eyes of a
variety of representative Vir-
ginians, who accepted me warily
as maybe one of them, although
some highly placed provincials
efinitely regarded me with sus-
icion, !
From my dual vision, one ob-
ervation became very vivid: the
lements which the critics be-
oaned were the elements the
irginians revered. The critics
lasted the absence of any cosmo-
olitanism: there was nothing to
o at night and you had to go as
ar as Washington to get a cock-
ail before a meal or even a de-
ent meal. The Virginian said his
ommunity was a place of homes,
ith family-life the center: vou
ould serve vyour own ABC-
ought alcohol at home where,
ince every one ate at home, the
ood cooking was. The critics
sked irritably: don’t they know
he pleasure of a cocktail lounge?
he Virginian pityingly said:
ome-centered life has been tra-
itionally our preference since
olonial days. The critics said
isgustedly, these people are
country.” The Virginian said
roudly, we are an agrarian-
ased civilization.
Twenty-five years ago, this
as a dual view of Virginia.
hen, there was industry as a
one of contention. The state. the
ritics said, will have low income
tandards and a shortage of pub-
¢ money for education and simi-
r needs unless more industry
omes in. The Virginian’s set an-
er to that was, “We do not
ant our cities to become Pitts-
urghs.” The Virginian’s ideal
as a three-way balance between
griculture and commerce and
nconcentrated industry. “Ideal,
hmideal,” retorted the critics.
Isn’t your triple play keeping
e state so far down the scale
every measurable category
at you have to say, “Thank God
r Mississippi?” The Virginian

tell the Virginia Story

replied, “We have been an agra-
rian-based civilization for 340
years, and we will not forsake our
heritage.”

The critics fretted among
themselves over the ideological
unenlightenment in the state and
complained of the lack of intel-
lectual ferment in even the urban
communities. The Virginians,
among themselves, accused their
critics of not understanding the
nature and benefits of a tradi-
tional society. “Why don’t you
get into the modern world?” the
critics asked. “We don’t like it,”
the Virginian answered. With a
foot tentatively in each camp, I
began to realize that the issues
were too black-and-white, too
free of the nuances.

In general, while I tended to
agree with the critics on the
shortcomings, I felt they were
missing some intangible funda-
mentals, some worthwhile values
not in their scale of measurement.
As a consequence, their judg-
ments were too sweeping and too
severe. The whole Virginia so-
ciety, with all its measurable lags
and appearance of close-minded-
ness, was simply not that bad.
Also, from my experience with
other societies, I knew that the
mentally livelier communities,
with their higher measurable
standards, were not, in contrast
with Virginia. all that good. As
the heart of liberal thought in
America, New York, which 25
years ago was probably the
greatest city in the world, was
showing the symptoms of what
rapidly grew into a fateful decay,
and even then it was becoming an
impossible habitat for families
(except the very rich) with chil-
dren to educate,

On the other hand, it seemed
that the Virginians were not
making out the best possible case
for their society. There was too
much complacency, even smug-
ness, at all levels, too much de-
fensiveness about elements that
seemed to call for remedies rath-
er than rationalization. Having
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worked much in Virgina’s past,
I was acutely aware of the con-
ditioning effects of the 75 years
since 1870; nonetheless, the state
seemed to be doing itself less than
justice to weigh its standards in
the scale of those Southern states
with whom Virginia had hap-
pened—almost by accident—to
share a repercussive disaster.

Virginia seemed to overem-
phasize its geographical position
at the upper tier of the Southern
states, while under-emphasizing
its geographical position at the
lower tier of the Middle Atlantic
states. After all, two of Virginia’s
Revolutionary and early Repub-
lic heroes, Light-Horse Harry
Lee and Madison, had been edu-
cated at Princeton, while the
country that later composed Ala-
bama and Mississippi was an
unsettled wilderness. Confederate
heroes had been educated at
Harvard (General Tee's son,
Rooney), Yale, Columbia, a large
number at the University of
Pennsylvania medical school and,
of course, the greatest military
PAGE TWELVE

HARRY FLOOD BYRD, SR.

Teo representative Virginians,
he long personified the best of
the state's ideals in government.
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leaders in Lee’s Army at the
United States Military Academy
at West Point, New York. Then,
in the slow rebuilding during the
decades after Reconstruction,
Virginians financed the capital
outlays through New York
banks.

This is not to say that Vir-
ginia’s commercial and cultural
affiliations with the East could
have made the 1946 Virginian
feel any personal affiliation with
the North. The conflicts between
Virginia and the North were too
deep and long-standing (since

1820) for that; the Northern
way of life was too alien and
the North’s condescension hac
aroused too much resentment
But Virginia’s pride should not
have permitted such a close iden
tification with a bloc of states, o
which some repudiated Virginiz
in their region and were every bi
as alien as the East.

The shared scars seemed tc
cause Virginians to forget tha
the state, in 1861, had voted twe
to one against joining the seces
sion movement of the states o
the lower South, and only joineq
the Confederacy after Lincolr
called on Virginia for troops fo
coercion of sister states throug
armed invasion. The state’s at
titude was clearly represented b
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Lee’s statements on resigning
from the U. S. Army, in which
he stressed that his motivation
was the defense of Virginia. He
never mentioned The South.

In 1946, then, it appeared that
Virginia was acting with a cer-
tain inertia in leaning on its
Southern-ness rather than strug-
gling to assert its own uniqueness
—this, despite the political con-
trol of Virginia by an organiza-
tion unique in the United States
and the very distillation of Vir-
ginia’s attitudes. The Democratic
State Organization-—“the Byrd
Machine” to the critics and
simply “The Organization” to
he majority of Virginians em-
bodied to the critics the worst of
verything wrong with Virginia
hnd to the representative Vir-
ginians the best of everything
right with Virginia.

There was no meeting at all
between detractors and support-
brs. The critics claimed that the
Byrd Organization was back-

ard, repressive and, in its arch-
onservatism, subversive of the
ational trends. The Virginians
regarded the Organization as
epresenting sound government,
ound financial policies and, in a
onservatism which reflected the

irginia character, a bulwark
igainst the national trends that
ere subversive of the constitu-
ional fundamentals in which
irginians believed. Because here
he nationalistic and the state
principles were most clearly
pitted against one another, 1 felt
hat on this central issue of the
Byrd Organization some resolu-
ion could be achieved between

e opposing viewpoints of Vir-
Finia.

There could be no disagree-

ent with the critics’ basic
harge against the state’s feeble

pport of education, libraries
nd mental health institutions.
he total per pupil expenditure,
ate and local, was $90.25! The
cceptance of an inferior cultural
osition, along with a medieval
ystem of mental hospitals, re-

b tell the l"irgf!lf;l Story

vealed a displacement of values
in the Virginia attitude. When
the supporters defended the Or-
ganization’s public allotments on
the grounds of fiscal policy, it
was evident that guarding fi-
nancial resources took prece-
dence over developing human
resources. This aspect of the Or-
ganization’s pinch-penny policies
seemed an unqualified minus.
Of the pinch-penny policy it-
self, based on Senator Byrd’s
Pay-As-You-Go program, there
seemed to be more of a balance
of plus’ and minus’. Twenty-five

William Munford Tuck was governor
during the days when it seemed the
Byrd Organization would last forever.

years ago, Roosevelt’s unlikely
successor, Harry Truman, was
not only continuing but expand-
ing Roosevelt’s Depression-born
policies of government centrali-
zation and deficit spending—
both of which were anathema to
fundamental Virginia principles,
as represented by the Byrd Or-
ganization. The squandering and
the wastefulness were made all
the more distasteful to Virginians
by “the mess in Washington”
during Truman’s administration.

A personally honest man, who
had advanced through machine
politics and bitterly partisan
Party politics, Truman gave ap-
pointments to unqualified cronies
who created public scandals rem-
iniscent of the Harding era. His
liberal supporters, who made him
their darling, were distinguished
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by an overweening righteousness
(actually euphoric delusions of
infallibility) accompanied by de-
risive scorn for all whom they re-
garded as so benighted as to dis-
agree with their cult. In this
perspective, the Virginians’ aver-
sion to all Truman liberalism was
reflected in an uncritical support
of the Pay-As-You-Go program.
That is, if deficit spending was
an expression of liberalism, Vir-
ginians would embrace the bal-
anced budget as an expression of
their conservatism.

As of 1946—specifically in that
period—the Pay-As-You-Go plan
seemed sound enough in princi-
ple, although lacking in flexibil-
ity. As mentioned, the principle
could not bend or stretch to in-
clude the supply of needs vital to
the human progress of Virgin-
ians. But that these unmet needs
were accepted in order to support
a principle indicated the depth of
the conditioning of the previous
75 years in the Byrd Organiza-
tion leaders and the majority of
Virginians who supported them.
That they could not escape the
influence of this past was natural,
a psychological cause and effect,
and Senator Byrd himself both

personalized the whole period
and personified the Virginia
ideal.

As is well known, Harry Flood
Byrd snent his formative vears
in the dislocations of post-Recon-
struction Virginia where, due to
his father’s failure with a Win-
chester newspaper, he went to
work at fifteen and succeeded
vastly on the virtues of self-re-
liance, hard work. applied intelli-
gence and thrift, He entered poli-
tics, with an organization, during
a period of lull in Virginia when
the worst of the physical effects
of the Civil War-Reconstruction
era were receding and the mental
effects (including acceptance of
the deficiencies consequent to the
destruction and poverty) had be-
come a fixed attitude. As is often
forgotten, when he became gov-
ernor in 1926 Byrd was then con-
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sidered progressive, especially in
his reorganization of the state
government. He was also highly
efficient and a master politician.

One cannot over-emphasize
the significance of Byrd’s per-
sonal qualities which epitomized
all that Virginians liked to think
of as best in their state and in
their state government. For all
the glamorized legends of Vir-
ginia’s Colonial period, its gov-
ernment was an aristocracy—in
the dictionary meaning of “those
presumably best qualified to
lead.” They were the men of
property, education and the priv-
ilege of position; they were ha-
bituated to command and some
of them were among the most en-
lightened minds on the continent.
Perhaps the elements in  the

olonial leaders that meant most
o Virginians in 1946 were those

abits of mind and styles of life
ssociated with a social aristoc-
racy, an elite of gentility.

Senator Byrd, a descendant of
pne of the most illustrious fam-
lies of this ruling class, personi-
ed those qualities which Vir-
rinians associated with the gen-
ry—especially country gentry.

e was a deeply courteous gen-
leman, of warm personal charm,
ind the unquestioned integrity
bn which all his principles were
pased gave him something of a
hining aura when compared to
he demagogues who had fumed
n the Lower South and the men
f expediency who descended on

ashington with Roosevelt. And
e truly had that “habit of com-

and” of his ancestors.

Transcending all this was
Byrd’s attachment to the agricul-
ural tradition of Virginia. While
his attachment had its highly
ractical side politically, it was
Iso an emotional conviction,

hich he shared with nearly all
epresentative Virginians. This
onviction, inherent in the state’s
elf-image, went far beyond the
5 years’ conditioning. An agra-
ian society since its founding in
607, Virginia first evolved the

tell the Virginia Story

plantation pattern which was
adopted throughout the South
and was, indeed, the prototype of
the legendary planter society.
With all its legendary aspects,
the Virginia planter society pro-
duced the famed House of Bur-
gesses and a galaxy of leaders,
in the Revolution and in the
founding of the Republic, whose
numbers were never equalled be-
fore or since in a comparable pe-
riod and space. In The Mind of
The South, W. J. Cash wrote that
Virginia, during its flowering in
the planter society, “had enjoyed
riches, rank, and a leisure per-
haps unmatched elsewhere in the
world, for more than a hundred
years at least.”

That was 18th Century Vir-
ginia, which also produced the
self-reliant, independent free-
holder (or modest-scaled farmer)
on whom Jefferson based his
faith for a democratic republic.
For Jefferson, the glory of the
agrarian was the oneness between
his means of livelihood and his
way of life. He did not perform
his job and then become a dif-
ferent person away from his
work: he was a farmer all the
time. Since later-day Virginians
subscribed to Jefferson’s ideal,
there was a mystique about the
land even among those working
in towns and cities. Into this cen-
tury all Virginians had relatives
living on the land, and the time-
less rhythms of farming contin-
ued into the 1946 era a sense of
perpetuated agrarianism which
was at the heart of the Virgin-
ian’s image of his society.

This being the Virginian’s
ideal, Senator Byrd (founder of
the largest family-owned apple
business in the world) personified
Virginian’s philosophy of a tradi-
tional society as expressed in its
state government. In this way,
the Byrd Organization could be
said to be satisfying the most
fundamental purposes of the Vir-
ginia society by realizing the so-
ciety’s intention. Any self-knowl-
edgeable individual, any creative
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artist, any self-determining people
will sacrifice much in detail in
order to realize their basic inten-
tion.

Once this was understood, it
was clear that Virginia’s critics
were making the mistake of not
judging the state, its government
and its people, on the basis of
their intention. It was like judging
a distance runner by the stand-
ards of a sprinter. The critics,
seeing Virginia with viewpoints
formed in societies with different
intentions, often accused Virgin-
ians (for instance) of their diver-
gence from the national stream of
Truman liberalism, when the
dearest wish of their hearts was
to diverge as far as possible from
everything associated with Tru-
man liberalism. However wrong-
headed they might seem, Virgin-
ians were realizing their inten-
tion.

With this realization, I no
longer had a foot in both camps;
at the same time, viewing Vir-
ginia according to its intention, I
was not dazzled by the mystique
of the land. I had been away too
long, experienced too early and
too deeply the stimulations of
urban life (in that wondrous era
before the blight of the cities).
Thus, I could evaluate the Vir-
ginia intention in its own terms
without accepting all aspects of
it as immutable laws of nature,
fixed eternally in the universe
and to be tampered with only at
the risk of invoking the wrath of
the gods.

G- -
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Il SEE \ll D that Virginians
\qu (as the psy chologists
ay “over-reacting” to the cri-
tics’ demand for instant change.
The critics, coming from regions
unsobered by any catastrophic
upheaval to their institutions and
way of life, possessed that (then)
typical American confidence in
progress through change, and
never paused to consider the side-
effects of the changes they advo-
cated on the Virginia commun-
ity. In our present day the effects

of sudden changes have been re-
vealed to be, as in Future Shock
and other studies, potentially
harmful to the whole organism
even when the changes themselves
bring specific benefits. Virginians
25 years ago did not need ex-
posure to these studies to have an
ingrained caution about sudden
change. Having preserved the
tested convictions in their society
a long time through catastrophic
ch: inges visited upon them, Vir-
ginians held some not unreason-
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able doubts about the benefits in
progress from any and every
change. However, primarily con-
cerned about continuing the pres-
ervation of the Virginia charac-
ter, Virginians, in resisting rapid
change, tended to eschew self-
criticism, or self-examination, of
all the aspects of their traditional
society. While the critics ignored
the side-effects of sudden change,
Virginians ignored some of th
realities that were occurring i
their society.

While the Byrd Organizatio
leaders unquestionably acted fo
the good of Virginia, according
to their lights (and according td
the lights of the majority of rep
resentative Vuglm'm.s), it was 3
political organization which alsg
had the purpose of perpetuating
itself in power. In achieving this
the Byrd Organization enjoyed
the incalculable advantage ¢
having a rural power-base in 3
society in thrall to the agraria
ideal. Also, in actual numbers, aj
of 1946, the rural population stil
outnumbered the urban popula
tion, as it had historically, al
though the margin had growr
slight and cities were growing.

Of more significance than merg
numbers was the solidarity of th
rural voting. The political struc
ture of the counties made it pos
sible for local Organization lead
ers to exert considerable contra
over appointments, forming
hierarchy of influence, with th
leading Organization figure i
the county acting something lik
a pro-consul of his district. H
not onl) delivered 1h( vote, h
was ‘“‘the man to see.” The b(dut
of this system was that the polj
cies and principles of the Byr
Organization precisely suite
these rural constituents, wh
voted their convictions.

Then, the Byrd Organizatio
had inherited a franchise syste
inaugurated early in the centur
which, including the poll-ta
among other features, discou
aged the Negro vote. Althoug
progressive Negroes had be¢
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making an effort to get out the
Negro vote, in the 1945 election
only 38,000 Negroes (in round
figures) voted out of 365,000 of
voting age-—only a fraction
above 10%.

Incidentally, this statistic in it-
self indicated nothing significant
about the relations of whites and
blacks in Virginia. At that time,
eight years before the Supreme
Court decision on school desegre-
gation, Negroes nationally were
barred from major league base-
ball, which had no teams in the
South, It was not until 1947 that
the “color line” was broken when
Jackie Robinson signed with the
old Brooklyn Dodgers. As a mat-
ter of fact, since the Byrd Orga-
hization controlled what was
practically a one-party system,
he voting percentage among

hites was not high. Bucking the

rganization had come to look
ike a futile proposition.

It was this condition which
aused the critics to denounce

he Organization as repressive
hnd undemocratic. Here again
hey were missing Virginia’s in-
ention. Since its great Colonial
yoverning bodies had been aristo-
ratic (the rule of an elite), Vir-
pinia, revering this heritage, had
ever been characterized by the
emocratic outlook which pre-
bumably flourished in other
blaces. Also, even though the rev-
pnue-producing cities (their rep-
esentatives dominated in the
seneral Assembly by rural blocs
nd committee-heads)
renerally slighted in state legis-
tion in favor of rural communi-
ies, the majority of urbanites
ccepted this discrimination be-
ause the conservatism of the
uralites coincided in principle
ith the basic conservatism of
epresentative Virginians. And
Iso the rural rule, of course, did
o violation to Virginia’s agra-
ian ideal.

However, although the critics

isjudged Virginians' intention,
ey had spotted a weakness in

e execution of the intention—

b tell the Virginia Story

similar to a flawed technique in
the execution of a work of art.
There was the obvious repressive-
ness in those phases of the rural
rule which discouraged develop-
ment of human resources, through
weak support of the educational
system and cultural facilities such
as libraries, and discouraged de-
velopment of efficient urbaniza-
tion through actual hostility to
the cities. But beyond this obvious
repressiveness, and perhaps even
more significant to the future,

was a resistance to the tides of
fundamental change. This repres-
siveness was like halting the
hands of the clock, to keep Vir-
ginia forever as it was in denial
of the manifest drift of the future.

While this very basic repression
was a manifestation of the rural
rule, some of the leaders of the
Byrd Organization and many
representative Virginians ap-
peared to suffer from a faulty
“reality-contact”™ in appraising
Virginia’s future. It was as if
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heir wish to preserve the present,
hs it had evolved from the past,
aused them to believe that social
brces would produce no further
volutionary changes. The ideal
riad—agriculture, commerce
nd industry (de-centralized in-
Hustry)—was referred to as if
his could remain static in per-
betuity, even though the balance,
Iready shifting, unmistakably
Indicated a drastic realignment
bf the Virginia economy in the
pear future.

In 1946, 93 new manufacturing
blants were opened in Virginia,
“his might not sound like much,

tell the Virginia Story

but it was epochal for Virginia.
These plants gave work to slight-
ly more than 9,000 employees.
The employees did not come from
outside the state nor was there
any surplus labor force in the
cities. They came off the farms.
Although not again until 1967
were as many as ninety plants
opened in one year, during the
twelve years beginning in 1946,
667 new plants opened in Vir-
ginia, giving employment to 42,-
342 persons—mostly from the
farms. It is fair to project ahead
with those twelve years begin-
ning in 1946 because neither the
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Byrd Organization nor the
jority of representative Vir-
ginians changed their 1946 atti-
tude about maintaining the bal-
ance of agriculture, commerce
and industry.

Exactly as of 1946, this balance
could appear to have some real-
ity. In that year, the sources of
individual income were (in mil-
lions of dollars):

ma-

Farming 331
Manufacturing 440
Wholesale & retail trade 474
However, incomes from these
three sources amounted to only

Kawneer Co., Harrisonburg
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a slight fraction more than one-
half of the total incomes, the big-
gest other source of which was
government—VFederal, state and
local. (The Federal did not in-
clude military personnel or Fed-
eral government employment in
the Virginia portion of the Wash-
ington Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area.)

As the 93 plants which came in
1946 manifestly represented the
current of the future, the triad
was obviously temporary. Within
ten years incomes from farms had
dwindled (in millions of dollars)
to 260, while manufacturine had
doubled to 898, and wholesale
and retail had nearly doub'ed to
842. Incomes from government
sources had more than doub'ed,
leading all other sources at 900.
In the next decade, this trend
accelerated. Farming had shrunk
o 218, two-thirds of the 1946
figure; manufacturing, nearly five
times as high as 1946, had passed
2.000, almost ten times more than
the income from farming; whole-
sale and retail trade had reached
1,449, and income from govern-
ment still led the field with 2,210.

By then, of course, any empha-
sis on agriculture in the economic
structure would have had the tail
wagging the dog; incomes from
farming came to about 2V, % of
total incomes. While no one could

ave predicted these precise fig-

ures, the point is that the 1946
attitude in the Byrd Organization
and among representative Vir-
ginians seemed grounded in the
impossibility of any such thing
happening.

The political rural-rule and
he agrarian ideal seemed imper-
ious to the reality that in 1946
here was a steady drift away
rom farms. Small towns grew
arger, small cities grew into big-
rer cities, and the big cities (by

irginia standards) began geo-
praphical expansion. Although

o exact figures exist for the year
pf 1946, during the 1940’s the
rban population swelled from
85.3% of the total to 47% of the

o tell the Virginia Stor)

total population, and during the
1950°s Virginia for the first time
in its history contained more ur-
ban than rural population. By
1960, the urban population was
55.6% of the total and growing
more rapidly than ever.

None of this is a matter of hind-
sight. The drift was evident in
1946. Turner Catledge, the form-
er political reporter in Washing-
ton, in his book on the New York
Times, said that politicians have
an amazing faculty for believing

Albertis Sydney Harrison, Jr.,
who strove to bring industry in.

what they want to believe. How-
ever, in Virginia it was not only
the politicians. The position of
the Byrd Organization was un-
assailable because its basic philo-
sophy perfectly reflected the rep-
resentative Virginian. Excluding
the “outsiders” and a scattering
of rebels, nobody wanted any
change which threatened the Vir-
ginians’ 350 year ideal.

The more enlightened, includ-
ing Senator Byrd, welcomed the
kind of change which could be
assimilated without disturbing
the perpetuated character. They
were not advocating a total sta-
tus quo, which would preserve
Virginia as changeless in detail.
However, in their deepseated, in-
herited fear of becoming Ameri-
canized, especially as represented
by Truman liberalism, they could
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give the impression of resisting
all change.

This impression was deepened
by some of the rural leaders in
the General Assembly. While
Senator Byrd himself was a high-
minded gentleman for whom I
had the greatest admiration, re-
spect and personal affection,
some of the Organization’s rural
representatives in the General
Assembly were ignorant, primi-
tive men, whose blinding passion
for agricultural communities
made them incapable of com-
prehending the needs for the
broader development of Virginia.
Also the rural-dominated legisla-
ture, in common with Southern
politicians  traditionally, were
skillful in using all the tricks of
manipulation and very satisfied
(as a whole) with their hearty
disinterest in the mental and cul-
tural aspects of life, for them-
selves individually or for their
constituents.

While this might seem a harsh
indictment of the majority of the
members of the General Assem-
bly, it must be stressed that they
reflected their constituencies.
Since the 1830’s, when enlight-
ment in Virginia gave way to a
defense of the institution of slav-
ery, Virginia was no more char-
acterized by the mental and cul-
tural aspects of life than the
other former Confederate states.
At the same time, its political
leaders were no less in advance
of their constituents than are the
general run of national politi-
cians; after all, it was a president
of the United States who in-
vented government by “‘consen-
sus.”

In summary, then, the plus’
and minus’ of the Byrd Organi-
zation reflected the plus’ and
minus’ of the state. In 1946 The
Organization was given the ma-
jority of Virginians the govern-
ment they wanted. Of that, it
must be said, that Senator Byrd’s
leadership served Virginia ex-
tremely well in the post-World
War II period of heady and
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hasty national social experimen-
tation, accompanied by the fash-

ionable liberalism which man-
aged to make any subscribers to
old values appear like quaint,
rustic relics of another age.

With all its neglect of human
resources (as in education, men-
tal health, libraries, etc.) and
inflexibility in anticipating basic
changes, the Byrd Organization
collaborated with representative
Virginians in maintaining a sta-
bility and a pride in their local
identification in the midst of a
national stampede toward “pro-
gress” as defined by a liberalism
which scoffed at stability and
place identification. In fact, since
the only “identity” recognized by
the liberals was as a joiner of the
cult (with its passwords, stereo-
typed attitudes, enshrined he-
roes: Truman and Mrs. Roose-
elt, and villains: Senator Byrd
and most Southerners), it really
ook some courage to be a “rep-
resentative Virginian” in those
ays.

Since a projection was made in
he trends of population and
sources of income, it seems fair
ere to project the future course
f the rampant liberalism of
946. By now, it is a common-
lace that the Federal spending
olicies, accompanied by the
rastefulness of give-away pro-
rrams and the overweening
ower which the labor unions
ained with government support,
as the nation in a sorry economic
tate. If Senator Byrd’s Pay-As-

You-Go program was too rigid
and finally had to be abandoned
in Virgima, then the other ex-
treme has certainly not led to
unqualified benefits,

Also in the realm of ideology,
the fashionable liberalism of
1946 has since been largely dis-
credited. Now very old-hat, it is
recognized as having contributed
to the current national state of
disillusion, unease and general-
ized confusion about ends or
means. The liberals’ scorn of
place-identification has been re-
placed by the greatly written

about “need for identity,” in
which the word “alienation™
came into common usage as a

definition of an American spirit-
ual state.

To go with the old truism,
“there are two sides to every
coin,” Virginia’s deficiencies in

performance and idiosyncratic
attitudes formed the other face of
a stabilizing conservatism which,
perpetuating a traditional soci-
ety, preserved a recognizable
character, with all the implica-
tions of customs, manners, val-
ues and tested convictions, dur-
ing an effervescent period when
little virtue was accorded pres-
ervation of anything.

While the people and their
government could appear to be
socially inert, the preservation of
their character provided the Vir-
ginians with a definite concept of
their roles, defined by human ob-
jectives, in a society with which
they felt identification. This sense

of identity, validated by the con-
tinuity of their past, was prob-
ably the outstanding character-
istic of the Virginia society in
1946. It was the characteristic
which, sustained through the ap-
parently fixed order of the Byrd
Organization, scemed to hold the
capacity to endure through all
the mutations of time and
change.

OW ALL that belongs to

the past. The order repre-
sented by the Byrd Organization
is as historic as the world order
once represented by the British
Empire.

Today a Republican governor
represents  incomparably more
than a break with the old order.
The transient political align-
ments which put Linwood Hol-
ton in the Governor’s Mansion
represent a fragmenting of the
political order, which in turn re-
flects a fragmentation of the
Virginia identity. There is no
more one Virginia, with a single
identifiable character to provide
the representative Virginians
with a definite concept of their
roles. There is no longer even a
definite concept of a single,
guiding philosophic principle for
the whole state of Virginia. For
Virginia, without concept or plan
—indeed, with strong reluctance
in many segments of the popu-
lation—has passed into another
age of civilization,

The three major cycles in the
American civilization are usually

In 1889

inty Museum)
ther historic sites

For Further Information

Write or Call:

THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF VIRGINIA ANTIQUITIES was incorporated to
protect the Commonwealth’s historic buildings and sites, Historic Preservation is the urgent responsibility of all Americans,
Join with us in saving the nast for the enrichment and enjoyment of future generations. . . .

Smitk

The Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities
2705 Park Avenue * Richmond, Virginia 23220 « 359-0239

tell the Virginia Stor)

JULY 1971

PAGE TWENTY-THREE




LAMBERT’S POINT
DOCKS, INC.
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

Serving Rail and Truck Lines in the Port of
Hampton Roads
and

Operating Marine Terminals and Warehouses at

LAMBERT’S POINT DIVISION N&W )
Railway, and o TIIE CITIZENS BANI(

SEWELLS POINT DIVISION — on N&P Belt {NCORDORATED
Line RR '

FrEER e iy SOUTH HILL, VIRGINIA

Foot of Orapax Avenue
P. O. Box 89 Phone 627-9251 Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
NORFOLK, VA, 23501 Member Federal Reserve System

Reeves Bros., Inc.

Manufacturers of

Rubber Products

BUENA VISTA, VIRGINIA

ATIONWIDE INSURANCE

AMERICA’S MosT PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE ORGANIZATION
“The Man from Nationwide is On Your Side”
LocAL AGENTS THROUGHOUT VIRGINIA

Home O ffice: Columbus, Ohio * Regional O ffice: Lynchburg, Virginia

PAGE TWENTY-FOUR VIRGINIA RECORD Founded 187



considered to be the ecarly period
of agriculture, the 1890-1945 pe-
riod of the great cities, and the
post-1946 period of the suburban
culture. Virginia, for reasons al-
ready made clear, missed the sec-
ond cycle when culture was dom-
inated by the great cities—stimu-
lating centers of ideas and mag-
nets for the talented vyoung,
where high culture and high-
priced entertainment flourished
and fashions were set. Virginia
not only missed this second age,
but politically prolonged the
early age of agriculture well into
the suburban age. What Repub-
lican Holton’s election meant,
among other things, was the re-
pudiation of the agricultural age
politics by a majority of Vir-
ginians and an emergence into
the suburban age by the state as
a whole.

However, as the state as a
whole has drlfted into—or been
bsorbed into—the American
suburban cycle, the regional dif-
erences within the state have
ecome so marked that we now
ave a number of Virginias. The
hief characteristic of the change
rought by the suburban sprawl
s the growth of metropolitan
reas and the development of the
tatistically designated ‘“‘smaller
rban areas.” In point of fact,
he so-called “urban areas” con-
ist of expanding bands of sub-
rbs encircling old core cities,
any of which are in serious
rouble and some, already decay-
ng, are struggling for survival.
The seven major metropolitan
reas and the smaller urban areas
ary so widely in their charac-
eristics and interests as to be,
some cases, practically in con-
ict. There is, for instance, noth-
g similar between the metro-
olitan area dominated by the
rogressive, independent-minded
ity of Norfolk, and that portion
f the Washington Statistical
etropolitan Area called North-
m Virginia, which exists funda-
entally as an appendage of the
ederal capital.

tell the Virginia Story

This population shift affected
the formerly rural areas in a wide
variety of ways. Sections of some
rural areas have been, or are
being, absorbed into the urban
areas. Other rural sections are
outside any urban area, but near
to one or more, while some rural
sections are remote from any ur-
ban area. Practically all former-
ly rural counties now have some
manufacturing, although in some
counties the manufacturing is
either too light or too scattered,
or both, to affect the life-patterns
of the county people as signifi-
cantly as the life-patterns have

Mills E. Godwin, [Jr. revitalized education in
Virginia.

been affected by absorption into
a metropolitan area. Thus, while
some formerly rural areas have
remained unchanged for all prac-
tical purposes, others have for all
practical purposes ceased to be
rural areas, and others (with
shading of local differentiation)
have become what the Valley
long was, part urban and part
rural in outlook.

In this fragmentation of the
state into many Virginias, the
polarities are Northern Virginia,
which epitomizes the suburban
age, and Southside Virginia,
which epitomized the agricul-
tural age politically. Curiously,
these two extremes contributed
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to the demise of the Byrd Or-
ganmzation and the fragmented
political order which followed.

It was natural for the Vir-
ginia portion of the Washington
metropolitan area to find The
Organization unsatisfactory: a-
long with its strong emphasis on
first-class schools and desire to
liberalize rural-based political
philosophy, the area contained a
large percentage of residents who
were not native Virginians and,
hence, were not only little moved
by the Virginian’s sense of iden-
tity with a traditional society but
regarded the Virginian’s aware-
ness of his past as an irritating en-
cumbrance on progressive think-
ing.

At the other end, where the
county pro-consuls had reigned
as the stalwarts of the Byrd Or-
ganization, Southside Vngmn
was the leading advocate of the
status quo as of 1946: there the
majority of voters not only held
no objection to the rigidity of the
old Organization in the changing
conditions of the state, they re-
sented any deviation from the
orthodoxy as it had been in Sen-
ator Byrd’s prime. In the 1965
election, Southside Virginia re-
pudiated Mills Godwin, The Or-
ganization’s candidate, because
of his flexibility in recognizing
that the state’s needs could not
be met in the old ways nor even
the election won through the old
Byrd alignments, with the huge
shift in the balance of the popula-
tion and the changing temper of
a more urbanized citizenry.

When Mills Godwin became
the first Organization candidate
to be elected on less than a ma-
jority of the vote, as the South-
siders opted for a “conservative”
dedicated to the proposition that
the clock could be turned back,
that was the death-rattle of the
old Byrd Organization. In office,
Governor Godwin broke with the
Byrd orthodoxy: he scrapped the
Pay-As-You-Go program, intro-
duced taxes to meet urgent needs,
and addressed himself v1gorousiy
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to improving education in Vir-
ginia. By 1969 total expenditures
per pupil, state, local and (now)
Federal, had risen to $697—near
the national average of $773.
With substantial state aid, the
counties increased teachers’ sal-
aries during the 1960’s by 89%,
half-a-dozen doubling salaries.
Unfortunately, the state had to
climb from so far down that, as
the other states did not stand
still, Virginia is still 31st from
the top in pupil expenditure. At
PAGE TWENTY-SIX

U. 8. Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr. continues the tradition of integrity of his father.
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least, Virginia cot on a national
standard.

Also, in a continuation of the
impetus given to new industry by
Albertis Harrison in the preced-
ing administration, new plants
established in Virginia numbered
more than 100 in each of the
years, 1967 and 1968. In the
decade of the 1960's, approxi-
mately 600 new plants had been
established in Virginia, employ-
ing annroximately 60.000 per-
sons. The recently revered triad

VIRGINIA RECORD

had become unmentionable.

The 1969 election, which
showed the political fragmenta-
tion of the state, revealed two
significant factors operating with-
in the patchwork of new and
temporary alliances. The state
remained fundamentally con-
servative, as it has long shown
in national elections, although
the Byrd Organization conserva-
tism was rejected. Then, the end
of the Confederate influence was
reflected in the election of Lin-
wood Holton; time (and voting
Republican in national elections)
had removed the stigma of Re-
construction from the Republi-
cans as well as broken the habit
of voting Democratic. Of course,
there were many other elements
in the election of a Republican:
new people in the state without
the old associations, a widespread
desire for a two-party system,
former Byrd Organization sup-|
porters without a choice of their
own and the various makeshift
alliances which have been ana-
lyzed by political writers. But
the passing of the Confederat
influence marked the end of a
era, not only in politics but i
what politics reflected of the peo
ple’s attitudes.

Clearly the new attitude woul
not accept the deficiencies in per
formance as part of the long
aftermath of the Civil War, dur
ing which aftermath Virgini
(along with the other Souther
states) had been exploited b
Northern capital and discrim
inated against by Northern poli
cies (as on railroad freight rates)
In 1969 it was said that “Vir
ginia had re-joined the America
mainstream.” Although repre
sentative Virginians regarded thi
as a dubious compliment, an
some took it as an insult, the stat
in a large part had swung or wa
swinging toward national stand
ards.

Some rural arcas still mai
tained inadequate school syster
and were in general culturall
deprived in comparison with th
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cities. and Northern Virginia.
Pockets of the state’s population
had become very unequal in the
opportunities provided their citi-
zens, with the result that atti-
tudes varied widely throughout
the state. With all the varied at-
titudes—reflecting different eco-
nomic conditions, standards of
living, means of earning a living
—which Virginia would repre-
sent the traditional society with
which Virginians maintained a
sense of identity?

With agriculture a small part

of the state’s economy, and the
rural population steadily declin-
ing, what has become of the
lagrarian ideal that was inherent
in the traditional society? Cer-
tainly a number of urbanites
among representative Virginians
cling, albeit wistfully, to the sen-
timent of an agrarian culture and
have a genuine love of the land.
But this personal sentiment
ould scarcely be significant in
aintaining the agrarian ideal as
living factor in the current drift
f population alignments.

Virginia’s Division of Indus-
rial Development has charted
he state’s ponulation alignments

s of 1971. The enormity of the
hange in the past 25 years can
e best grasped by recalling that
n 1946 more than 50% of Vir-
inia’s population was rural. In
971, 61% of the population lives
n seven metropolitan areas. In
rder of the size of their popula-
ions, they are: Northern Vir-
inia, part of the Washington
etropolitan area, 921,000; the
orfolk - Portsmouth metropoli-
an area and the Newport News-
ampton metropolitan area, the
wo combined having a popula-
ion of 973,000; Richmond met-
onolitan area, 518.000; Roa-
oke, 181,000; Petersburg-Hope-

ell metropolitan area, 129,000;

ynchburg, 123.000.

Twelve smaller urban areas,
anging from 27,000 to 105,000

opulation, account for 16% of
irginia’s population; the re-
aining 23% live in 100 other

o tell the Virginia Story

Governor Linwood Holton, Jr., first Republican governor of this century.

communities of less than 10,000
or on farms. While obviously
some people on farms, or who
would be generally considered
rural population, live in the
twelve smaller urban areas and
even spottily in the major met-
ropolitan areas, their rural out-
look would be subordinate to the
dominant interests of their areas,
and the trend toward urbaniza-
tion (as predicted by the Division
of Industrial Development) will
create ten major metropolitan
areas by 1980,

JULY 1971

Now, then, not only does noth-
ing in this alignment represent
the structure of the traditional
society, but within this untradi-
tional alignment there are also
new forces. While labor is not yet
the force in Virginia that it is
nationally, it is a force which,
long slighted by the Byrd Or-
ganization, helped elect Mills
Godwin, Then there is the Negro.
In the 1960 election, a fraction
over 100,000 Negroes voted, two-
and-on-half times as many as
only fourteen years before. Of
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Division oF KEarRNEY NATIONAL, INC.

Manufacturers of Street & Highway Lighting Poles

Phone 628-7171
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eqggett

Shop the nearest Leggett Store in your community-
where you will find quality merchandise and

friendly, courteous service.
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2D

A career
that counts

Think about a career in hospitals.
Ask us about the schools of
Roanoke Memorial Hospitals.

Professional Nursing

Practical Nursing

Medical Technology
Radiologic Technology
Certified Laboratory Assistants
Surgical Technicians

Roanoke Memorial Hospitals

Medical Center of Southwest Virginia
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these 56,871 voted in the cities
and 43,533 voted in the rural
districts, for the historically land-
centered Negroes were moving to
the cities as fast as the whites. In
the 1964 presidential elections, it
is estimated that the Negroes cast
between 100,000 and 160,000
votes, and are expected soon to
reach 200,000.

Outside the South, labor and
the Negroes voted Democratic,
but now that the Virginia Demo-
cratic Party has lost its formerly
unchallenged control of the state
and is fragmented within itself,
these two forces will probably
vote pragmatically—from elec-
tion to election—according to
which political faction promises
best to serve their interests. Out-
side these two forces, doubtless
many other Virginians, with
their old voting habits broken
and their old familiar Organi-
zation a thing of the past, will
vote in the same way.

What we have here is this: the
condition of change, of flux, in
the state’s structure gives Vir-

inians, for the first time in mem-
ry, a situation in which there is
o familiar political organization
hich automatically represents
he representative  Virginian.
here have become too many
epresentative Virginians, in the
eaning of Virginians who rep-
esent various new aspects of life
n the state, and too few repre-
entative Virginians in the mean-
ng of Virginians who personify
he ph]losophy underlying a tra-
itional society.

Along with this unfamiliar

ux, Virginians are confronted

ith major changes not initiated
y themselves but which are
argely the result of national
ovements. The drastic decline

ROY WHEELER

CAIREALTY COMPANY
CHARLOTTESVILLE-VIRGINIA

401 EAST HIGH 81, -+
Zip Code 22901 — Area Code 703
WRITE General Material & Brochures

» tell the Virginia Story

in rural populations and agricul-
tural employment, accompanied
by accelerated urbanization and
growth of metropolitan areas,
was a phenomenon common, in
varying degrees, to the whole
South. Although manufacturing
was sought by Virginia, the in-
flux of plants that began in 1946
was part of a general movement
out of the crowded industrial
areas of the East. This trend had
a special irony in that the long-
derided poverty of the South
made its lower wage-levels an
inducement for manufacturers.
Also part of a general movement
throughout the South was the
siphoning off of Negroes from the
Black Belts, either to the North
or to urban cores.

A corrolary to this Negro pop-
ulation shift, and related to it,
is the civil rights movement
which gained force following the
1954 Supreme Court decision for-
bidding legal segregation in the
schools. The geometrical rise of
the population in the Washington
area part of Northern Virginia
was initially caused by the vast
growth in the population of Fed-
eral employees more or less con-
currently with the school rulings
which turned the District schools
into Negro schools and sent white
families out of Washington.
From this beginning, Arlington
and Fairfax, and the city of
Alexandria, attracted many small
and medium-sized manufactur-
ing plants, and developed all the
services operating in a metropoli-
tan area. But Virginians had lit-
tle to do with the beginning of

—

AMELIA
LUMBER CORP.

“T'rie BEsT IN VIRGINIA LUMBER”

Phone 561-2155

Amelia, Virginia

the transformation of Northern
Virginia; in fact, many natives
did not consider the region to be
Virginian—a sentiment shared
somewhat bitterly by some of the
Washington area inhabitants.
Since such changes were
brought in from the outside, the
Virginia character would possi-
bly have absorbed them, as the
Virginia character absorbed the
impact of invasion and occupa-
tion and the long aftermath, ex-
cept for three factors: for the first
time in recent history Virginia
enjoys a favorable balance in
having more out-of-staters move
in than Virginans move out and
these new people, who are vitally
needed, are here to stay and form
an integral part of the state’s life;
the sociological effects of the con-
tmuously Chanqma role of the
Negro in the Virginia community
have not yet made their fullest
impact; and the continued ex-
pansion of the suburban sprawl
represents the shifting patterns of
the environment. These last two
factors—involving the influx of
blacks into the cities and the out-
flux of whites to the suburbs—
are inter-active and constitute a
most fundamental change that,
not instituted by Virginians,
seems to be on the way to under-
mining the physical structure on
which the old order was based.
Although Virginia missed the
second age, of the great cities,
and the “true” Virginian was al-
ways supposed to have hated

(Continued on page 33)

First National
Bank
FRIES, VIRGINIA 24330
Capital and Surplus — $250,000.00

MemBer FEDERAL DeposIT

INSURANCE CORPORATION
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Park Avenue

Flower Shop

Phone 846-2719
1531 Park Avenue

LYNCHBURG, VA.

- 2 WWE VIRGINIA TOURS
LET’S HAVE A PARTY! LOVE V ”\(,l, 1A TOURS
You have fun. . . . Virginia Inn will do ’
the work. We have an experienced ban- " 4
quet staff available to handle small groups W —i E
up to 250 persons.

Your next party is sure to be a success - 4 % } =
if you let us handle the details Iangier to Big Stone (Vr.lp.
Luxury Motor Coaches—Cruisers
All Expense Package Tours

For Brochures Write or Call Collect

6 minutes from downtown
2 minutes from Azalea Mall

- L] .
Virginia Inn
5700 Chamberlayne Rd.—Exit 17 Turnpike
Dial 266-7616
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Byways Travel Agency, Inc.
Box 247
Urbanna, Virginia 23175
703—758-2826
StuarTt G. CHEWNING

Crype W. Grav, Megr. Mgs. A. J. CHEWNING, Jk.

The
W est

Virginian

Hotel

L.ocated in the heart of Blue-
field on U.S. 52-21 and a
block off U.S. 19 and 460.

Modern 12-story hotel with
240 rooms and 240 baths.
e Spacious Dining Rooms
e PrivaTte Dining Roowms
¢ BaNQuET Room
¢ Corree SHop

BLUEFIELD,
WEST VIRGINIA

REDWOOD MOTEL

FamiLy Units — Amr ConpiTioNep — TV

Restaurant Nearby
Dial 794-8891 Route 60 West at 147

MIDLOTHIAN, VA. 23113

HOTEL-MOTEL WACHAPREAGUE

Catering to Sport Fishermen Since 1902

AMERICAN PLAN—Featuring Fine Old Virginia Foods Unsurpassed
for Quality and Flavor

Equipped With All Facilities for Your Convenience and Pleasure

22 Sport Fishing Cruisers—100 Square Miles of Inland Fishing and
Limitless Ocean Fishing With All Salt-Water Varieties

Under the Personal Direction of D. H. SANDIDGE

For Reservations — Phone 787-2105 WACHAPREAGUE, VA,

JUMBO
Restaurant & Drive In
SEAFOOD STEAKS

Specializing in
Home Cooked Pit Barbeque

WELCOME TOURISTS & TRANSIENTS

Richmond Highway Lynchburg, Va.

J o N l
ROSSLYN 5 MIN. TO D.C.
« RESTAURANT « DRESSING ROOMS
« TELEPHONES IN EVERY ROOM « TELEVISION IN EVERY ROOM

« INDIVIDUAL CONTROLLED SWIMMING POOL
HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING SIGHTSEEING TOURS

Banakui s CARD

524-5000 @ 5l
Arlington Blvd. at Ft. Myer Dr., Arl, Va. -

‘lul'
On Rt. 50, One Mile from Key, Roosevelt & Memorial Bridges
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LAKEVIEW MOTOR LODGE & COUNTRY CLUB

Stay in a stall

Lakeview Motor Lodge & Country Club is now an outstanding
motor lodge, but at one time it was a stable for some of Virginia’s finest
show horses. There’s color TV in every room. Boating, fishing, swimming, and
lawn games. A regulation 18-ho'e golf course, featuring special golfer’s pack-
age rate. Meeting facilities. Informal dining at the Feed Box and the Con-
tinental Corner or dining and dancing at the elegant Lakeview Club, where
there’s live music nightly. Call ahead for reservations and relax with us awhile.
P. 0. Box 7310, 6910 Williamson Read—U, S. 11, 220 N.

Roanoke, Virginia 24019 Telephone (703) 366-0321

10 mins. from Downtown
5 minss from Airport
Exit 43, 1-81, 5 on 220, 11 at Traffic Light

And enjoy it.

2 BLACI;RANGUS

Charcoal Broiled Prime Steaks A Specialty
SPECIAL BUSINESSMAN’S LUNCHEON
Member: AAA Diners Club s American Express-Carte Blanche
Catering to Parties & Banquets « Banquet Rooms Serving up to 300
IN NORFOLK IN VIRGINIA BEACH
call 587-0497 call 428-7700
1890 E. Little Creek Rd. 33rd & Pacific Ave.

) tell the Virginia Ston
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The nicest thlng about gomgTs staylng

So stay awhile.

At the highest point on the
Shenandoah National Park,
at Skyland Lodge
valley,

Drive, smack in the middle of
you’ll find Skyland Lodge. And
you'll fird great rooms overlcoking the
delicious food, and the great outdoors to hike and

ride and fish in.
Next time you're headed for Skyline Drive, remember
that. And stop at the top.

Virginia Sky-Line Co., Inc.

P.0. Box 191-W, Luray, Virginia 22835, Telephone (703) 743.5108

We Give More Steak
For Less Money
And Maintain Top Quality

BUC KAROO
steak ranch

“BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY” #

FOR QUALITY & PRICE

2710 S. Glebe Rd.
Arlington, Va.
920-6610

T T e
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5878 Leesburg Pike
Bailey’s Crossroads, Va.
481-7344
Ravensworth Shopping Center
F Braddock Rd./Exit 5 Beltway
Springfield, Va,
il 321-7800

3821 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, Va.
525-0908
York Town Shopping Center
Rt. 50 & Gallows Rd.
Falls Church, Va.
573-3500

6723 Richmond Hwy. l
Alexandria, Va. §

\
768-3633 i3

T T

masmonp

Lee Highway & Harrison Center
Arlington, Va.
536-4600

Open 7 Days

1971
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VACATIONS FOR VIRGINIANS Al

The
Carolinian

on the ocean

at Nags Head, N. C.

Meeting Facilities for

SALES TRAINING PROGRAMS,
CONVENTIONS, ETC.

GovLr, TENNIs & FAaBUuLOUS
Fisuinc

Call (919) 441-2311 or write—
The Carolinian

Dept. V

Nags Head, N. C. 27959

The Inn at Wise

Furee ELecanT Dinine Rooms —Excellent Food & Gracious Service
Furnished with Priceless Antiques
NEW GIFT SHOP Gifis for All Occasions COFFEE SHOP
Call ahead for Reservations Wise, Virginia
“On the Trail of the Lonesome Pine’

Phone 328-2241

Compliments of
CARY COURT SHOPPING CENTER

Phone 353-1849
3100 West Cary Street
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Come to Historic .

JEFFERSON'’S
COUNTRY
A 7_ %ﬁ"

L) r, y —2

The Rotunda, University of Virginia
The people of Charlottesville and
Albemarle County extend a warm
welcome. Visit us soon, stay long,
and return often! We know you will
enjoy the blend of history and scenic
beauty that is the peculiar charm of
“Jefferson’s Country.”
There is no place in America where
one may see in a short time so much
of interest as here in “The Heart of
Historic Virginia.”

For More Information, Write:

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

P. O. Box 1564 - XPO
Charlottesville, Va. 22902

v AT Jov Garden Restaurant )
Hlcasam. - & 7
f:f . Mixep DrRINKS SERVED wITH DINNI R)i 7
gty AutnenTic CHINESE DISHES -— 7 BN
o &

‘,i

=1 American Foob

ORDERS TO TAKE OUT
PrivaTeE DiNING RoOM
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 A.M.

gt Y
o 'ﬁ”‘f" i

Open 11:00 A M. Sun. 12 Noon

~.;.-,‘ 1:00 A.M. 2:00 A.M. 1:00 A.M.
5 Call 358-8012

2918 W. Broad St. Richmond, Va.
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cities, during the 19th century a
number of charming cities grew
in Virginia. While they were not
cosmopolitan in the sense of the
great cities (although, incredible
as it might seem, Richmond was
a small cosmopolitan capital until
the end of the Civil War), the
Virginia cities had physical
beauty and a life-style that re-
flected the Virginia character.
Before the Civil War, agrarians
(among whom planters were the
dominant force) and the pro-
vincial urbanites lived in amiable
exchanges, social and economic.
After the Civil War, with the
passing of the planter class and
the rise of the rural political
powers, a cleavage gradually de-
veloped and, as legislation was
little concerned with the develop-

ent of the state’s cities, such
rowth as the cities experienced

the 20th century prior to 1946
as largely the result of efforts
y civic-minded individuals.

Then, after 1946, when indus-
tries began to come to the cities
from outside, and the time of
rural domination was obviously
limited, the increased use of auto-
mobile travel brought new prob-
lems to the cities (side-effects of
which were to make aspects of
urban life less pleasing, less con-
venient, along with the destruc-
tion of physical beauty for park-
ing-lots), simultaneously with the
dual factors of white outflow and
black influx. The flight to the
suburbs is usually described as
the exodus of ““the affluent
white.” This is not accurate. The
inhabitants of the ever-expand-
ing fringes of the central city
contain many affluent families,
but the majority are middle-class
middle-income families and there
is a sizeable proportion of low-
income families whose “suburbs”

nsist of ticky-tacky houses in
cheerless subdivisions. Also, some
affluent whites remain in the

928 Sherry Avenue

ST. MATTHEW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. DonrFrep H. STockERrT, Pastor
MASSES: Saturday 6:00 P.M.
Sunday 9:00-10:30-12:00
Nursery For Fach Mass
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

'hone 420-6310

QT TR

ST TR R TR

Our Lady of Angels

Phone 494-2444

Woodbridge, Virginia

(T T

Wi

L e

St. Benedicet’s Catholic Church
and

Fathers of Benedictine High School

Rev. RemBerT J. Copp, O.S.B.

‘RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

cities, as do large segments of
middle-class middle-income
families. The problem arises be-
cause the affluent and middle-
income families who are lost to
the cities are replaced by families
of low and borderline-subsist-
ence incomes, and the loss of the
low-income families (usually
self-respecting people) who opt
for their own small house outside
the city, are replaced by no-
income families on welfare,

St. Theresa
Catholic Church

REv. UrRBAN DUMMINGER,
Pastor

Masses: 8:00, 11:00

Phene 392-3934
709 BufTalo St.

Farmville, Va.

St. Ambrose
Catholic Church

MASS HOURS

Saturday 5:30 P.M.

Sunday 8:00 A M .-9:15 A.M.
10:30 A.M. and 12:00 Noon

Phone 560-4246
3901 Woodburn Road

Annandale, Virginia
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BANK OF GLOUCESTER

Member

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

GLOUCESTER

VIRGINIA

DUNCAN INSURANCE CORPORATION

A. B. HONTS

Phone 635-4179 — Post Office Box 852
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

HOWARD A. DUNCAN

Uorbin Hall Antiques

HORNTOWN, VIRGINIA

ACCOMACK COUNTY

We extend an invitation to inspvtl our pt‘rio(l English furniture and
accessories, personally selected by the owners, and displayed against

the back-drop of a pre-revolutionary

on Chincoteague Bay.

Resident Managers:
Gordon and Fay Lohr
Tel.: 824-3924

Area: 703

ON THE EASTERN SHORE

waterfront plantation, located

Horntown lies approximately
5 miles east of Route 13.
Turn off at New Church.

Canning Land Company, Ine.,
Realtors

WE SPECIALIZE IN FARMS AND ESTATES THROUGHOUT
THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY &
Contact us at the following residence phones

for the Best in Land Values

D. G. Canning

Staunton 886-8678
George C. Canning
Staunton 885-3258

Betty L. See
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Fdward B. Miska
Staunton 886-7543

Staunton 886-4452

Richard C. Wright
Bridgewater 828-3513

OFFICE AT SUGAR LOAF FARM
Box 1236, Staunton, Va. 24401

{LI, OF THE VIRGINIAS

Stan Hayworth
Warrenton 347-3681

V. L. Tolson
Warrenton 347-3798

Dial (703) 886-3271
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As is generally known, this sit-
uation is not unique with Vir-
ginia. Boston, Newark, Cleveland,
Detroit—to take the best-known
examples—are confronted with
the seemingly insoluble problems
which include, according to Wil-
bur Thompson, the urban econ-
omist, too high a proportion of a
population of “poor people who
cost the city more than they put
into it.” New York, the magic
city of 25 years ago, has such a
high proportion of the population
who cost the city more than they
put into it that his problem (and
all its by-products, particularly
unsafe streets) exacerbates all
the ills endemic to the modern
city probably beyond the possi-
bility of a solution in the present
order.

But what is unique in Virginia
is the history of disinterest in the
cities, which has allowed their
plight to worsen to a stage where|
for some, remedial measures
might even now be too late. For
our cities did not have those ills
endemic to the great metropoles,
such as ghettoes and large slum
populations, a frenzied pace of]
life and a dog-eat-dog attitude,
prohibitive costs and corrupt po-
litical machines, and all the un
friendliness resulting from tran
sients and continual assimilatio
of newcomers without roots i
the community. Our cities had
quict tempo, friendliness anc
courtesy, with many civic-minde
citizens, many newcomers (fro
towns or the country) with root
in the Virginia community an
many out-of-state newcomer
who quickly adopted the city i
which they settled and wer
adopted by it to form a homoge
nous community. These citie
were expressive of the Virgini
character, basic in the structur
of the state which evolve
through the 18th and 19th ce
turies.

Now, the effects of the soci
logical changes—combined wit
historic state disinterest and cur
rently the indifference of th
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NORFOLK . .. before and after . .
Redevelopment & Housing Authority)

suburbanites who use the urban
cores for their livelihood—are
producing in some of our oldest
cities a deterioration of such un-
predictable outcome that the
only certainty seems to be the
end of the Virginia structure as it
formed the environment for the
Virginia character.

ROBABLY the most typical
example of the cities would
be the Richmond metropolitan
area because its urban core, the
state’s most historic city, com-
bines (by Virginia standards)
progressive  manufacturing and
rade and financial operations
vith a traditionally conservative

o tell the Virginia Story

NORFOLK . . . before and after . . .

. Bars & “B” girls—now Banks. This is Main Street.

attitude, and in this way repre-
sents the old and the new, both
in moderation.

As of now, Richmond contri-
butes 63% of its total operational
funds for education (the remain-
der provided by state and Federal
funds), which places the urban
core of the Richmond area 7th
from the top of the 35 Virginia
cities in the amount it appro-
priates. Richmond receives 25%
from the state, placing the city
4th [rom the bottom of the 35
cities in what it receives from the
state. Of the counties, only one
(Arlington) receives a smaller
proportion from the state than
does Richmond, while more than

Once slums

SR
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(Photos on this page couriesy of the Norfolk

ten counties receive 50% and
above of their total appropriation
from the state. The old argument
went that the counties are too
poor to pay a larger proportion.
But the progressive city of Nor-
folk, with its physical expansion,
pays only 449 of its total school
operational cost, receiving 33%
from state and 23% from Federal
funds, while Richmond home-
owners stagger under the highest
real-estate tax in the state and
still the city is waging an unequal
struggle to make ends meet.

It is generally known that Rich-
mond’s financial crisis was largely
caused by the replacement of sub-
stantial white families with Ne-

now public housing (Near downtown).
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groes have left the rural
counties and brought with them a
welfare burden to the city. A
large proportion of the Negroes
who work possess, at this stage, no
skills adaptable to urban neceds
and, in low-paying jobs, contri-
bute little to the taxes necessary
to meet the spiraling costs of
maintaining a city. There is also a
small segment of a new white
population who, judging from
their appearance and behavior,
are similar to the transiently em-
ployed drifters one used to see in
the big cities. As they frequently
occupy former residences now
turned into cheap boarding-
houses on the frayed edges of
residential areas, these people
would contribute little to the
city’s maintenance at best, and at
worst increase the crushing bur-
den of welfare. Since the state
forbids Richmond (and other ur-
ban cores) from taxing the in-
comes of commuters who earn
their livelihoods in the city, the
burden falls on the declining
number of home-owners in real
estate taxes, which fall most
heavily on older persons with
fixed incomes and on the edu-
cated classes in the low-paying
professions such as teaching and
social work.

To this generally unhealthful
economic condition, the Federal
government has created a new
sociological problem by the de-
cree which forces school-children
of all ages to be bussed to distant
schools in order that each city
school might have a mixture of
white and black children. At the
present time, the Negroes consti-
tute 63% of the school popula-
tion in the city of Richmond.
Since some 4,000 white pupils
were withdrawn from the public
school system when bussing was
forced on the upper grades in
1970, it can be assumed that ad-
ditional withdrawals of white
children will occur in 1971 when
the bussing begins at the kinder-
garten level. If this trend con-
tinues, as it did in Washington,
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the increase of Negro children
and the decrease of white chil-
dren in the public schools will
gradually cause such a high pro-
portion of Negroes in the schools
that the “mixture” desired by
Judge Merhige will contain a
negligible sprinkling of white
children.

This is not to enter into the
subject of the rightness or wrong-
ness of the desire of white parents
to avoid sending their children to
predominantly Negro schools.
This is a national attitude, noth-
ing typically Virginian, and one
aspect of the whole melancholy
complex of the relationship be-
tween blacks and whites in the
changes baffling all of America.
By now it is evident that opposi-
tion to desegregation outside the
South is a part of the sociological
upheaval in the third American
cycle that is drastically changing
living patterns.

In Virginia, although strong
resistance was made in the '50s to
desegregation as such, Negro stu-
dents in white schools have been
accomodated in most of the state
without undue disruption; there
is a far higher proportion of black
students in majority white schools
than in the North and West, and
“incidents” have been handled
with moderation on all sides. But
minorities of white children i
black schools, in combinatio
with the disruption of neighbor
hood patterns, arouses both ar
apprehension and a resistance.

The resistance is complicate
by the awareness that the disrup
tion of familiar patterns is cause
by regionally discriminatory so
cial engineering, arbitrarily im
posed by individual dictate
which the people resent rathe
than respect. Thus, the predomi
nantly black imbalance is asso
ciated with the resented an
disrespected methods of coercio
which damage the system of edu
cation itself and unsettle students
parents and teachers. Alread
teachers have left the Richmon
public school system because o
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classes composed and courses ar-
ranged to fit a number ratio
which subverts the basic methods
of the educational process and
threatens to derange the city’s
former standards in the school sys-
tem. Other teachers have pub-
licly threatened to transfer to one
of the county systems where
teaching would be more “attrac-
tive” and “predictable.”

Of the parents’ apprehension
about the decline of quality in
predominantly black schools, it
would be unwise to make any
generalities about the compara-
tive performances of predomi-
1antly black and predominantly

hite schools. Precisely at this
tme, teachers observe that the av-
rage Negro is likely to perform
t a lower level than the average
hite because of the cultural dep-
rivations in the home environ-

ent, the absence of familiarity
ith the prevailing cultural
ores in his neighborhood en-
ironment, and the intangible
actor of motivation. For obvious
ociological reasons, such as
reater opportunities for the
hite and a history of opportuni-
ies, strong motivation is more
ikely to be present in white stu-
ents than in black. This is now
videnced in Richmond where
he rise in Negro school popula-
ion has made Richmond one of
nly three of 35 Virginia cities in
hich less than 50% (48%) of
ts high school graduates expect
o attend college. Lynchburg,
eading the state, has risen in the

ast decade from 59% to 88%,
nd Winchester from 46% to
5%.

The statistics recently released
y the school board support the

achers’ observations. In the

ichmond schools as a whole (no
reakdown), the 4th and 7th
raders are one grade and 1V,
rades behind the rest of the state
nd the nation in reading; on
holastic aptitude tests, the 9th
raders are 20% below the rest
f the state and the nation, with

£
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the 11th grade only slightly bet-
ter.

Of course, this is a transitional
period for Negroes as well as for
whites: blacks are assuming com-
petitive roles in a white society
which (despite the accomplish-
ments of individual Negroes) is a
break with The Negro’s role in
America, as well as a repudiation
of the “paternalism™ which char-
acterized racial relationships in
the South. It is as pointless to
deny, as it is to dwell upon, the
ugly incidents of hostility that
have occurred in mixed schools
in Richmond, for in the sudden
change of the Negro’s role, it is
inevitable that in some, assertive-
ness would take the form of ag-
gression, even without the incit-
ing influences of black militant
movements. But it is much to the
point for parents that this transi-
tional period for Negroes in the
public schools might work to
the disadvantage of their chil-
dren’s education now. Aside from
the educational element, there
are parents in Richmond, as in
the counties and in Northern
cities, dedicated to the principle
that they choose their children’s
school associates just as they pro-
vided a background which gave
their children a choice in social
associates,

Considering all the implica-
tions arising from the specific
mandate of bussing by the Fed-
eral judiciary followed by the de-
annexation mandate by the De-
partment of Justice, probably the
fundamental effect on the city as
a whole was the creation of a
sense of uncertainty. Already
struggling for survival, when the
city was acted upon without re-
gard for its existing problems,
Richmond—and by no means
only its educational system—
faced a future which, without
drastic changes from outside
(such as Federal revenue-shar-
ing), seemed beyond the control
of its officials and citizens. As the
public school teacher said spe-
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"HE ARCHER ANDERSON HOUSE . . .

ifically about her job, she want-
d an environment that was more
‘predictable,” it would appear
ikely that many home-owners

now facing a new rise in the
ost of public utilities and under
he threat of still higher real
state taxes—will also abandon
he decaying city for an environ-
ent which (at least for the
resccable future) promises to
e more predictable.

This is no prediction of a sud-
en, mass exodus, not even if the
ustice Department’s de-annexa-
on ruling is sustained, giving
e core city more than 50%
lack population. Childless per-
ns and families whose children
re past school age will not be

ected, and among Richmond-

s of all ages there is a love of
e city as they have known it.
ut if white families continue to
> siphoned off and parking lots
ntinue to replace landmarks,
ichmond will cease to be the

tell the Virginia Story

city as they have known it. Al-
ready physical changes in the
city have been vast, with much
that was familiar gone and much
that had individual distinction
replaced by sterile anonymity.
As the white residential sections
in the old central city existed at
the turn of the century, only one
narrow strip is left-—"*“The Fan”
—eight blocks at its widest and
about twenty blocks long, and
already frayed at the northern
and southern edges. When the
first bussing order was delivered
last year, a humanitarian minis-
ter said sadly, “This is the death
sentence to the Fan.”

It must be emphasized that in
this situation, as seen in the ex-
ample of Richmond, the new en-
vironmental patterns are not ex-
pressive of anything uniquely
Virginian; nor, as the present
trend goes, does the evolving
structure of the state represent a
conscious intention. Where the
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One of Richmond’s most historic houses, through its association with the Tredegar Iron Works
vhich General Anderson operated as a vital armament producing center for the confederacy. Through lack of support for the preservation
f such historic landmarks, this house was demolished . . . probably to be still another parking lot. (Photos courtesy of the Virginia His-
oric Landmarks Commission)

long rural domination of the cities
did represent a conscious inten-
tion, the cities’ gradual subor-
dinate position to the suburbs—
from the frying pan into the fire
—1s more of a drift into those
life-styles of the mainstream that
are processing the living patterns
of Virginia into an anonymous
Americanization.

Mary Immaculate

Hospital

NEWPORT NEWS, VA.

A. W. HARGROVE
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IRGINIA, having been
passed over by the second
American cycle, remained under
rural political domination up to
now for two reasons: (1) within
generally fixed mental habits in
the General Assembly, rural
powers occupied strategic posi-
tions on powerful committees;
and 2) no effective coalition was
made by the non-rural areas or
their representatives in the legis-
lature. Now that six stalwarts of
the OIld Guard have resigned
from the senate, some changes
can be expected at the next ses-
sion of the General Assembly.
But any changes do not presage a
coalition from the urban areas.
(The Urban 12 organization,
composed of representatives of
core cities within the metropoli-
tan areas, is concerned primarily
with obtaining financial relief.)
No coalition can be expected
both because of the sectional di-
visions (with conflicting inter-
ests) within the state and because
most of the so-called metropoli-
tan areas and smaller urban areas
are not urban in their outlook.
Except for Norfolk, our cities
were blighted before they could
blossom out of provincialism, and
the suburbs encompassing the
cities, neither urban nor rural,
are represented by legislators
who appear to grow more hostile
to the urban cores in proportion
to the troubles besetting the old
cities. Probably the next domi-
nant political force in the state
will come from a suburban ma-
jority which, representing cul-
tural patterns without roots in
the traditional society, reflects—
more than anything in Virginia
before reflected an influence out-
side itself—a life-style resulting
from American mobility.

Years ago, separate suburban
communities outside of America’s
large metropolitan centers— Bos-
ton, New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago—made it possible for
commuters (mostly by train) to
enjoy the stimulation of a major
city, where their earnings could

PAGE FORTY

be high, during the work-day,
and the contrast of the quiet of
semi-country life in the evenings
and on weckends. These subur-
ban communitiecs were them-
selves stable with clearly defined
identities. Also commuting trains
made possible evenings of dinner,
the theatre or concerts in town
when the winter would grow old
in the country. While these dual

A. Willis Robertson served Virginia well
alongside the senior Byrd, in the U. §
Senate for many years.

lives represented the antithesis of
the Jeffersonian ideal of oneness
between the individual’s means of
livelihood and way of life, the
contrasts offered variety, and
even the rigors of the commuters’
trains were lightened by convi-
vial gatherings or offered execu-
tives an uninterrupted fifty min-
utes of morning and afternoon for
paperwork. (LEditors and literary
agents used to read manuscripts
on the trains.)

The present suburbs of Vir-
ginia are not separate communi-
ties, with a life distinct from that
of a city, nor do the urban cores
approximate metropolitan cen-
ters. North, east, south or west,
there is no discernible physical
line of demarcation between the
“city” and the “county.” City
streets, not open countryside, ex-
tend unchanged from the “urban
center” to the “suburbs.”
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Further out, the streets become
more open, usually with more
ground around the houses than
in town; in the more expensive
areas, the grounds can be rela-
tively extensive, with pleasing
vistas; but in the inexpensive
areas the houses are cheek-by-
jowl in treeless tracts, and there
are apartment houses of all sizes
and degrees. Remaining open
spaces are rapidly transformed
into new subdivisions of uniquely
barren vistas. Life in such en-
vironments cannot be distinct
from life in the central city. I
is quieter (except in power-moto
season), the air is fresher and
in the better suburbs, there ig
more openness. But none of these
amenities change the nature of
the living patterns. That is, the
cultural patterns (as would bd
studied by a cultural anthropolo
gist) would be identical in thg
whole  so-called metropolita
area. It has all become what is
loosely called “‘suburban™ in its
attitudes, all pervaded by a sin
gle ambience.

In Virginia, as elsewhere, th
population shift to the new sub
urbs seems to be more of a fligh
than a movement toward a lifd
different in kind. It is all a par
of the unrooted mobility calle
“a nation on wheels.” Nor doe
this nationwide flight cease wit
a residence established a fe
blocks or a few miles from th
arbitrarily defined “city limits.
Virginians, along with their fel
low Americans, seem goaded t4
get away from wherever the
are,

The rush of the nation t
campers is reflected in Virgini
with the maintenance of upward
of 250 camp-sites for the new
style travelers whose means ¢
locomotion also provide their aq
commodations. For many familid
these campers cut down on t
cost of travel and cut down dras
tically on the cost of accommod
tions. Yet, since campers, incluc
ing everything except a swi
ming pool, are on sale at $16,00
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money cannot be the only con-
sideration. On the other hand,
some young make-do with make-
shift campers, seeking the cheap-
est camp-sites or none at all if
they can find spots secluded from
the law and landowners, and they
seem to be inspired with the ap-
peal of “the open road” com-
bined with some vague “back to
nature” motif. But movement
“elsewhere” is the common de-
nominator,

Virginians have joined Amer-
ica in the total denial of the
Jeffersonian ideal of oneness be-
tween the means of livelihood
and the way of life. Virginia’s
heritage and perpetuated char-
acter give many Virginians no
immunity to the impulse to es-
cape from the realities of both
their way of life and means of
ivelihood. After a late start, Vir-
inians are following California’s
ead in developing a life-style of
urtboarding and now they are
etting into the swing with ski
lopes. Boating and water-sports
re enormously on the increase,
ree souls on motorcycles act as
ne-man Hell’s Angels in creating
-acket, tennis courts proliferate,
nd the old standbys of shooting
nd fishing have new devotees.
Il these outdoor activities (in-
luding the campers) could, by
hemselves, be seen merely as
ealthful trends except for two
actors—the element of faddism
nd the indoor escapism which
ccompanies the athletic activi-
ies.

Indoor Virginians, in sharing
he national opiate of the idiocies
f television, will watch the min-
aturized figures of paid athletes
ith the same completedness
ith which they participate. Be
t golf, wrestling, endless base-
all, collegiate or professional
asketball, ditto football, ice
kating, ice hockey, auto racing,
kiing, swimming-—any move-
ent that involves physical skill
nd competition—advertisers can
ount on Virginians sitting and
taring glazed-eyed at the goings-

tell the Virginia Story

on which are totally removed
from any involvement in life on
the viewer’s part.

Since not even an experienced
sports editor could be interested
in such a variety of athletic per-
formances, obviously the viewers
who watch anything and every-
thing are not held by any special
interest but by the need to fill an
inner vacuum without effortful

U. 8. Senator
brought new blood to
sentation in the Senate.

William B. Spong, ]r.

Virginia repre-

engagement. The efforts to pro-
vide drama in the early days of
television had to be abandoned
for lack of viewer response (the
dramas were too close to life),
just as lack of response caused
the abandonment of the one
commercial radio station in the
Richmond area of half-a-million
people that provided -classical
music.

The whole escapist non-culture
that spread over the country,
and this state, with the sprawl of
suburbia, was accompanied by a
gradually deepening awareness
of the absence of “meaningful”
work as jobs became more rou-
tine and as college-level educa-
tion became more commonplace.
One recent survey estimated that
eight out of ten jobs in the U. S.
could be performed by high
school graduates. Naturally the
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ambitious holder of a B.A., espe-
cially one who had seriously
sought an education and not
merely the hours of credits re-
quired for the union-card degree,
could often find nothing mean-
ingful in his job. Recently some
Harvard graduates decided to
spend their lives working with
their hands in order to get some
sense of personal accomplish-
ment.

In fact, some of the brightest
find nothing meanineful in the
whole system. The Wall Street
Journal publishes stories of com-
petent men in sophisticated pro-
duction and high-grade research
who have abandoned the rat race
and taken to such occupations as
ski instructor and organic gar-
dener. Recently T met a formerly
high-powered executive at the
very top of a large industrial cor-
poration who had walked out to
run a mountain lodge, where he
plavs the genial host with people
as human individuals. T know of
two graduates of distinguished
Eastern law schools who have
chosen to drive taxis in New
York, and T know two highly
gifted holders of M.A. degrees in
Richmond who have chosen to
work minimal hours for a bare
subsistence livelihood in order to
devote their time and energies to
their true interests outside of
competitive bureaucracics.

The monotony of the work in
the so-called “blue collar” jobs
is a large part of organized

BANK
OF
BUCHANAN

Buchanan, Va.

Memeer FDIC
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Interstate Highways, such as these stretches of I-64 (Henrico County, above— Alleghany County, below) have helped change the face of
Virginia. (Virginia Department of Highways photos)
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labor’s demands for shorter
hours with full security. This
is simply a more open ad-
mission that the job itself is a
meaningless, unrewarding chore
than 1s usually made in the
“white-collar” ranks. Of course,
executives are more likely to be
involved in their jobs—although
the price of power can be such a
narrowing of the total personal-
ity that work is life—and pro-
fessionals usually find their work
“meaningful,” as do others who
happen to find work to their lik-
ing. It is largely among the rank-
and-file that jobs have little
meaning, although meaningless-
ness in a job is not restricted to
them. This meaninglessness is
pervasive in the whole society in
flight from confronting the deep-
cr meanings of life and death in
their time on earth, as well as
he deeper problems of the Amer-
can communities.

Within such general trends
oward typical contemporary
ultural patterns, there remain
any decidedly distinct Virginia
haracteristics. Most obvious are
nanners and a consideration in
personal  exchanges,  customs
hich vary according to locali-
ies, an absence of suspiciousness
hnd an interest (even curiosity)
hbout people as individuals, al-
hough this is less manifest than

Complete Commercial

it was in the days of stable
neighborhoods. 1 think among
Virgmians of loosely identical
backgrounds there is still a feel-
ing of shared identification,
which could be defined as a sense
of kinship. Among respectable
but unprivileged native stock—
those who might be called in the
most complimentary sense “the
simpler people”—there runs a
strong strain of honesty, decency,
fairness, self-respect, seif-reliance
and an innate courtesy which has
not changed since world-weary
Scott Fitzgerald was impressed
by it fifty years ago.

This is not by any means to
imply that these qualities are re-
stricted to those unpretentious
Virginians of native stock, but
these traits have historically
characterized this type Virgin-
ian. Even in the darkest days of
Reconstruction, when men form-
ed the original Ku Klux Klan
as a means of protecting their
families and putting some re-
straint on carpet-bagger tyranny,
the most vigorous investigation
by a committee of hostile U. S.
Congressmen failed to find one
member of the Klan in Virginia.
There was always a quality of
moderation in these Virginians,
and there still is.

But how much of the essential
Virginia character, as reflected

Interiors For

in basic attitudes, can be per-
petuated with the continuing
sociological changes whose full
effects have not yet been felt?

That this question can be
asked at all represents the most
fundamental change between the
Virginia of 1946 and today.

In 1946 the unification of Vir-
ginians was reflected in the con-
trol of a political organization
which so expressed the majority’s
philosophy of government as to
seem a permanent institution,
transcending politics, in the struc-
ture of the state. Today the frag-
mentation of the state is reflected
in the absence both of any en-
during political organization or
any clearly defined philosophy of
government. From 1946’s simple
and historic division between
rural and urban, today we have
the conflicting self-interests of
sub-regions within the state and
in sub-regions within themselves.
While Virginians have never
been any more distinguished than
other Americans for anticipating
change, for far-sighted planning
to meet foreshadowed needs and
problems, nor have our state and
local politicians been character-
ized by disinterested concern for
the whole community, T must
say that the conflicts of interests
within some of the metropolitan
areas have revealed in individuals

The Trade! We have everything neces-
sary—highest quality carpet and in-
stallation, furniture, wall coverings,
lighting, drapery, and accessories—for
the most discriminating taste. For the
best in unusual and in-
teriors . . .
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a blindly selfish, dog-in-the-man-
ger short-sightedness that places
Virginia among the nation’s lead-
ers in at least this one category.

The divisions of 1946 were
traditional and, representing a
conscious conception of a desired
alignment, appeared part of a
stable order. The present divi-
sions are transitory and, repre-
senting the effects of undesigned
social change, are part of a
manifestly unstable order. Fund-
amentally, the 1946 Virginians
believed they were rooted in a
traditional order, perpetuated
across time and circumstance,
that would be perpetuated into
the future. The 1971 Virginians
—white and black, natives and
newcomers—do not as a whole
hold this belief.

Of course, most Virginians of
the older generation, and incal-
culable numbers (firmly condi-
tioned by their parents) across
all generations, will continue per-
sonally to be guided by those
ralues inherent in the belief in
the perpetuated social order of a
traditional society. But their per-
sonal conduct, based on individ-
ual human values, will not neces-
sarily exert any significant effect

on the continuance of a total Vir-
ginia character that, as a whole,
was recognizably unique unto it-
self and distinctive in the amor-
phous American money-culture.
There is already a dilution of the
sense of the past, of a continuity
with time before, with its aware-
ness of what had been always
present in what was. And there
is already in some of the major
metropolitan areas a complete
cleavage with the physical struc-
ture of the past, a decisive break
with the environment out of
which grew the Virginia charac-
ter and through which the Vir-
ginia character was expressed.
As mentioned earlier, the
nearly 1,000,000 inhabitants of
Northern Virginia most clearly
represent a phenomenon of the
past 25 years with their combina-
tion of urbanized attitude and
contemporary semi-suburbanized
environment. This environment
contains cities—Alexandria, Fair-
fax, Falls Church—rather than
being suburbs of them, as it con-
tains light industry. While this
phenomenon is largely attribut-
able to the region’s proximity to
Washington—and the absence,
except for Alexandria, of any

cities rooted in the old structure
of the state——this semi-suburban-
ized environment might roughly
approximate the larger metro-
politan areas of the future. How-
ever, where old urban core cen-
ters were the hub for the growth
of the metropolitan area, the
changes into this contemporary
semi-suburbanized environment
will come with considerable tra-
vail, upheaval and dislocation. A
lot of eggs will be broken to make
that omelette. |

F YOU READ 100 urbanolo-

gists, sociologists and econom-
ists, you get close to 100 different
predictions about the future of
cities. There does seem to be zJ
general agreement that, wit
some exceptions (especially cities
with insignificant black popula
tion), the cities must becomc
something different from wha
they are now.

In Virginia, with the old rural
urban structure gone, the tren
in the metropolitan areas seem
toward communities which wil
be self-sustaining in practicall
everything except the sources o
livelihood. While Richmond’
Main Street, as a banking-brok
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erage center, will continue into
the indefinite future, as will New
York’s Wall Street, opportunities
for work will increase in the
semi-suburbanized areas as the
communities become more self-
sustaining and as light industry
continues its decentralization.

Then, without the physical di-
vision between the urban center
and the distant suburban com-
munities which existed before the
general use of automotive trans-
portation, probably units in the
nature of towns (similar to Res-
ton) or even small cities will de-
velop within the widening sprawl,
approximating the commuting
owns which lined the commut-
ng railroads into the big city.
And, as with those earlier day
uburban communities, the towns
nd small cities will vary quite
idely in status—through the
vealth and social pretensions of
heir inhabitants, the size and
mpressiveness of the homes, and
acilities provided. Some might
e as grand as the Beverly Hills
f the old days, of whose private
olice force it was said that they
ere so exclusive that they had
n unlisted telephone.

But, there will be little stability
in many of these semi-suburban-
ized communities. As families
continue to flee the problems of
the city, congestion and new
problems will arise in the inner
suburbs. For example, in the
Oyster Bay section of Long Is-
land—once the prototype of an
area of separate suburban com-
munities, with fine expanses of
countryside—crowding, proposed
highways, commercial and other
developments already threaten
“the suburban character” of the
former refuge from the city.
Tightly restricted incorporated
townships, like private communi-
ties, have developed as islands
within a congested sprawl that
seems destined to duplicate Los
Angeles, and, if Virginia con-
tinues to follow the national pat-
tern, such sanctuaries for the
truly affluent will doubtless de-
velop here. Also, in Virginia there
is still enough open land for es-
capists from urbanized problems
to move ever farther out.

However, as the suburban
“frontiers” are ultimately limited
in space, and as greater distances
from points of livelihood make

commuting by automobile bur-
densome {as well as causing new
super-highways to affect “subur-
ban character™), there will prob-
ably also be an increase in the
currently modest “back to the
country” movement. In this, fam-
ilies establish a secluded place
largely for weekends and, as part
of this drift, there are commercial
developments of secluded sites.
At present, the state contains
many areas which, thus far hav-
ing escaped suburban sprawl,
offer sanctuaries. One of these,
the Warrenton-Culpeper area,
was cited in a survey made by
the Potomac supplement of the
Washington Post as one of the
nation’s seven superior living
areas, still unspoiled. Any day
Virginia might experience the
ultimate irony in its return to
the mainstream of having hippic
“agrarian communes’  estab-
lished.

Whatever details evolve, Vir-
ginia’s version of the suburban
age is as transitional as in most
other older communities, but the
drift does seem to be toward a
uniform anonymous Americani-
zation. The significance of this
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drift is twofold: first, it is toward
a type of living environment
which, for the first time in Vir-
ginia’s history, does not express
anything that is uniquely Vir-
ginia’s civilization nor reflect
anything that is uniquely the

irginia character; second, and
as something of an extension of
he first, the very unpredictable-
ess of the future—of the way
ontinual sociological change will
ake us—presents a situation not
onfronted in the memory of liv-
ng Virginians,

Even after the cataclysm of
he Civil War, the majority of

irginians knew what they want-
d, and the state as a whole was
nified most intensely in a single-
ess of identity. In 1946, this

ental state had not fundament-
hlly changed. In 1971, such a
ertainty and unity is not even a
nemory to the young. Who today
ould define the intention of the
he majority?

Of course, in all times, we've
ad Virginians whose individual
ntention could be defined as the
purpose of making money; but,
nd only partly because of the
ack of opportunities, money-
naking as an end in itself never
haracterized the Virginia so-
iety, Always the stress was upon
ualitative human values as op-
posed to quantitative material
non-human) values. Now that
he opportunities to make money
re much greater in the state, we
oubtless have a considerably
arger proportion of citizens
hose motivating intention is to
ake money for themselves, and
ecause there is more money in

e state, there seems to be more
f an awareness of money-values
mong Virginians.

However, in the present at-
osphere—national as well as
pcal—such limited individual
tentions seem unlikely to be
anslated into a philosophic in-
ention of the state, even though
ate agencies take justifiable

ide in economic progress and

e have more than we used to of

tell the Virginia Story

those operators whose idea of a
civilization’s progress can be
measured in the opportunities for
quick deals. But a strictly money-
oriented society would be a turn-
ing back to the plutocracies of
the age of the great cities, it
would be contrary to the deepest
values perpetuated in the state
thus far and it would represent
the de-humanized values which
—the essence of non-Virginian
values—now characterize much
in the American society that the
enlightened young are repudi-
ating in Virginia and everywhere
else.

We continually read of the
need for, and search of, old val-
ues. This was one commodity
with which Virginia was once
abundantly supplied and, with
all the basic changes to its so-
ciety, the sense of human values
has persisted in Virginia at least
into the present. You can see in
the younger generation an ap-
preciation of these values here.
Twenty-five years ago, the en-
lightened young with something
of cosmopolitan outlook felt some
embarrassment about their state’s
“backwardness,” a need to apolo-
gize or defend. Today, as the
great cities (especially the old
mecca of New York) have lost
their glamour, these enlightened
young feel a pride in Virginia’s
perpetuation of human values
which the nation now suffers for
want of,

While such values might be a
nebulous basis on which to form
an intention, the young friend
(with whom T discussed the

ﬁREALES?ATE_
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changes in Virginia) believes
that the sense of these values
forms an intangible element
which might be called the Vir-
ginia idea. For his generation, the
Virginia idea provides a point of
reference for identity. However,
he believes (as do other intelli-
gent, educated under thirties with
whom T've conversed), that this
idea with which the Virginian
can still identify was transmitted
by Virginians of the older gen-
eration rather than by (or even
in spite of) the current environ-
ment. Of this semi-suburbanized
ambience that spreads out from
dying cores, many of the young
simply want to flee from that as
for their lives—flee back to “the
land™ as it exists in the legends,
flee in the ultimate escape into a
past that can never come again.
Even weekend flights have al-
ready created serious garbage-
disposal problems in Shenandoah
National Park.

As of now, the persistence of
the idea through individuals re-
fers to the larger metropolitan
areas, which have been most af-

(= (
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fected by social change and most
influenced by out-of-staters, espe-
cially those who are educated,
highly trained and likely to be
liberal-minded (not necessarily
orthodox, knee-jerk Liberals).
The once rural areas arc making
some changes of their own, as
light industry moves in and seg-
ments of population move off the
farms (or away). But “country
people” the world over are tradi-
tionally more set in their ways
and in many parts of Virginia
they are settled in physical en-
vironments which, subject to less
upheaval, provide a continuity t
perpetuated patterns. However
practical politics are making ever
Southside Virginians accommo
date to participatory black vot
ing, so there are probably few
spots in the state unchanged sinc
1946 or unthreatened by change
With the rural areas dwindling
and the presence of newcomer!
spreading over much of the state
in time it might be only the Vir
ginia idea that persists except ir
isolated enclaves.

The question is, of course, i
the idea can persist through in
conceivable change continuing t
come along with the passing fror
the scene of the older generations
those who experienced the Vir
ginia character when it was se
cure in its identity and, unde
the conditioning influences of th
heritage of an agrarian civiliza
tion, at least felt it controlled
traditional social order whic
would be perpetuated into tim
immemorial.

Those transmitters of the Vi
ginia idea were guided by a sel
conception of their roles as ir
dividuals, in all the unicueness
*ach individual whose acts ha
consequence to himself and to h
society. The young people wl
subscribe to the Virginia tdea b
lieve in its values which stress th
human condition, the sanctity
the individual, in contradistin
tion to values which stress soci
and economic conditions.

Malcolm Cowley, in his
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Many Windowed House, wrote
that in the first American cycle,
man was pitted against nature;
in the second period, it was man
gainst society, “fighting to
hange it or simply to rise in it,”
In this age, he wrote, “the con-
fict is more likely to be that of
rroup against group, of genera-
ion against generation, or of

an against himself.” The indi-
idual “had become an organiza-
ion man . . . unless he resigns
rom the organization and goes
itch-hiking over the country
rying to recapture his own per-
sonality.”

These young, for whom my
iriend (a university instructor) is
ipeaking, feel the loss of their
pwn uniqueness as individuals
n this eroup culture, and wish to
woid the organization role from
‘hich they would want to escape.
'hey want to feel, as they do not
low, that they as individuals and
heir acts are of some conse-
juence to themselves and to so-
iety. If there are enough of them
o make their presence felt, they
ould well sustain the Virginia

ea even in an  environment
‘hich has lost the characteristics
f the traditional Virginia cul-

re.

However, since there is no way

compute their numbers or po-

ntial influence, the guess would
e that the prevailing majority of

e rising generations will wel-
ome the security of the organ-
pation and all that it implies in
uman non-values. What the Vir-
inia idea would mean to them
5 years hence, when the older
eneration who transmitted the
alues have, for all effective pur-
oses, passed from the scene,
ould not even he guessed at.

Already there is a fading of

ose myths that contributed to

e feeling of a separate Virginia
and Southern) nationality in

e 1830’s, a feeling which was

often neglected factor in caus-
hg the Civil War. New people
b the state, knowing nothing of

e myths and having no reason
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to care about them, cannot share
this feeling of separatism, which
was fundamental in the Virginia
character.

Negroes now in positions of
political prominence attack the
heritage of the Confederate pe-
riod on the grounds (despite all
historical evidence to the con-
trary) that Virginians fought to
keep Negroes enslaved, and sup-
porters of their charges write let-
ters to the newspapers likening
our grandparents’ defense of
their land to the tyranny of the
Nazis. Perhaps the Negroes can-
ot be expected to view the Con-
federate experience, as do white

irginians, as an expression of
onor, personal courage and he-
poic fortitude in defense of a
principle, but their denigration
pbf this heritage (and on false
brounds) causes, as blacks grow

numbers and influence, a fur-

er dilution of the flow from the
past and another element of
ragmentation in the identity of
he Virginia character.

There is one final element in
he changes that are now reshap-
ng the state’s cultural patterns.

hile Virginia was, to all socio-
ogical purposes, left out of Amer-

a’s second age of the great
ities, in the early days of the
Republic Virginia was the Amer-
an  mainstream. During the
>cond stage, Virginia continued
ith the patterns and convictions
f the early America, and in 1946
s political philosophy and the
andards of its individuals more
uly reflected the original Amer-
an concept than did the self-
bnscious “‘mainstreamers.” While

is true enough that aspects of
firginia’s political philosophy

d personal standards caused

Itural and economic lags by na-
onal measures, still the state

d its people preserved essential

alities of the early America
hat today are highly regarded
y thoughtful, informed observ-

s of the national scene.

The Virginia character had
irried within its own uniqueness
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qualities which, ignored or de-
rided in 1946, are now recognized
as needed in the age of “aliena-
tion”—of debased moral and
ethical standards,of the churches’
fading influence and of disrespect
for established institutions, of un-
rootedness and mass-culture, of
increased material standards
(consumer status) and decreased
value of the human individual, of
lack of national political direc-
tion (where parties mean scarce-
ly anything to the majority) and
the uneasy apprehension that the
nation has no defined purpose
(except endlessly increasing the
Gross National Product). It is to
this third age that Virginia has
returned somewhat inadvertantly
to the American mainstream,
without the transition of going
through the second age and with-
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out being prepared for the effects
of the sudden changes on the Vir-
ginia character.

It is the belief of many that it
is as important to America as it
is to Virginia for the state and its
people to sustain those essential
qualities of the Virginia char-
acter which are inherent in the
Virginia idea. As mentioned
earlier, it would be impossible to
guess at this precise time what
the chances are of the idea per-
sisting as a living, meaningful
reality.

Naturally Virginians of the
older generations are saddened
at the thought of the Virginia
character becoming homogenized
into anonymity, with our peopl
as undifferentiated from other
Americans as our suburbs ar
now from, say, Shaker Heights o
Mill Valley, California. This
premonitory sadness is, of cours
sentimental and exists in thosd
Virginians who were moulded i
their formative years with a sens
of separatism.

For others, I cannot speak
Subjectively, it is my earnest con
viction that it would be Virginia’
ultimate tragedy to lose thosq
values of the early America whicl
it preserved, at considerable cos
to its national prestige, now ii
this third age when individuals iy
this confused nation desperatel
need those values.

For, in the renunciation of com
munity that has grown nationall
in the suburban age, as historia
David M. Potter wrote, “Th
strength of the whole is not er
hanced by destroying the parts
but is made up of the sum of if
parts.”

After all, it would be too tvp
cal of the old “backward” Vij
ginia to allow the state to
carried along into the mai
stream just when advance thinK
ers were looking for ways to gg
out of it.
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THE

(Ed. Note: The following is a reprint of a commence-
ment address by Dr. Eric Walker, president of Pennsylvania
State University. Thanks are expressed to Fred Russell, a
columnist for the Nashville (Tenn.) Banner who ran it in
his column.)

Ladies and Gentlemen of the graduating class and those
who got advanced degrees: Let me extend to each of you
my personal congratulations and those of the entire Uni-
versity on the degree you have earned today.

This ceremony marks the completion of an important
phase of your life. It is an occasion in which all who know
you can share in your sense of pride and accomplishment,

No one has more pride in your accomplishment than the
older generation. But I am not going to tell the older gen-
eration how bright you are. Nor am I going to say we have
ade a mess of things and you—the younger ones—are
the hope of mankind. 1 would like to reverse that process.
For if you of the graduating class will look away into the
leachers on your left and right, I will reintroduce you to
representatives of some of the most remarkable people ever
to walk the earth. People you might want to thank on this
raduation day. These are people you already know—your
arents and grandparents. And if you will bear with me for
ve minutes, I think you will agree what a remarkable
eople they are indeed.

Let me tell you about them.

Not long ago an educator from Northwestern University
y the name of Bergen Evans, a radio performer known to
our parents, got together some facts about these two
enerations—your parents and grandparents. I'd like to
hare some of these with you.

These—your parents and grandparents—are the people
ho within the past five decades have, by their work,
ncreased your life expectancy by approximately 50%. At
he same time, they cut the working day by a third, and
ore than doubled per capita output,

These are the people who have given you a healthier
orld than they found. And because of this you no longer
ave to fear epidemics of flu, typhus, diptheria, smallpox,
carlet fever, measles or mumps that they knew in their
outh. And the dreaded polio is no longer a medical factor
hile TB is almost unheard of.

Let me remind you that these remarkable people lived
rough history’s greatest depression. Many of these people
now what it is to be poor, what it is to be hungry and
old. And because of this, they determined that it would
ot happen to you, that you would have a better life, you
ould have food to eat, milk to drink, vitamins to nourish
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you, better schools and greater opportunities to succeed
than they had,

Because they gave you the best, you are the tallest,
healthiest, brightest and probably best-looking generation to
inhabit the land.

And because they were materialistic, you will work fewer
hours, learn more, have more leisure time, travel to more
distant places, and have more of a chance to follow your
life’s ambitions.

Also, these are the people who fought man’s grisliest war.
They are the people who defeated the tyranny of Hitler,
and who when it was all over, had the compassion to spend
billions of dollars to help their former enemies rebuild their
homelands. And these are the people who had the sense to
begin the United Nations.

It was representatives of these two generations who,
through the highest court of the land, fought racial dis-
crimination at every turn to begin a new era in civil rights.

They built thousands of high schools, trained and hired
tens of thousands of better teachers and at the same time
made higher education a very real possibility for millions
of youngsters—where once it was only the dream of a
wealthy few.

And they made a start—although a late one—in healing
the scars on the earth and in fighting pollution and the
destruction of our natural environment, They set into mo-
tion new laws giving conservation new meaning, and setting
aside land for you and your children to enjoy for generations
to come.

They also hold the dubious record for paying taxes—
although you will probably exceed them in this.

While they have done all of these things, they have had
some failures. They have not yet found an alternative for
the war, nor for racial hatred. Perhaps you, the members
of this graduating class, will perfect the social mechanisms
by which all men may follow their ambitions without the
threat of force. But they—those generations—made more
progress by sweat of their brows than in any previous era,
and don’t forget it. And if your generation can make as
much progress in as many areas as these two generations
have, you should be able to solve a good many of the
world’s remaining ills.

It is my hope, and I know the hope of these two genera-
tions that you find the answers to many of these problems
that plague mankind.

But it won’t be easy. And you won’t do it by negative
thoughts, nor by tearing down or belittling. You may and
can do it by hard work, humility, hope, and faith in man-
kind. Try it.

Goodby and good luck to all of you.

1971 PAGE FIFTY-THREE



CALL
Quality Apple Products

THE -
Custom BOWI]]HI] INDEX
MAILER Apple Produets
Custom ’ CO-, Ill(,'. .

Mailers & TO

Consultants, Inc.

&t
“CREATIVE PRINTING AND
MAILING”
1804 CURRIE STREET MT. JACKSON, VIRGINTA IS S
TR ADVERTISER
IOIAIOtI RSN y
3 3
L 4: :h
J. R. Orgain, Jr.| § ;
: :
1: :I
P4 b
Realtor 3 3 —A—
P4 <
EE EE Amelia Lumber Corp.....cccccceecee. 29
[ s .
Sales & Appraisals EE ;E Assn. for the Preservation of
:E $ Va. Antiquities ... o O 23
3 b4
Wiite for EE 5: R G Avlor & S0 wesinnmisnie 9
3 ‘:
LY &
. oz " 2 <
Free Listing on 80 i: 5: B
T . b4 b4
Properties in Southside EE EE Bank of Buchanan ... 41
L4 b 4
and Other Areas of EE EE Bank of Gloucester ... 34
Virginia EE EE The Bank of Middlesex ... 4
/irg & < :I
EE Phone 834-2299 :E Bank of Newport News ............... 5
: one = 4
ALBERTA, VA. 23821 Er :E The Bank of Phenix .........._......5
< WAVERLY, VIRGINIA $
i: :E The Bank of Southside Virginia.... 56

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Bank of Surry County, Inc. ... 11
The Bank of Waverly ... 4

Bartlett Tree BXDPEftS —cconnnniins 11

Southwest Virginia National Bank

The Bath County National Bank.... 1

Truly Personal Service
Elizabeth Jones Baxter, Real Estate 5

Bluefield, Virginia — Pocahontas, Virginia Bedford County Memorial Hospital 4

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Bennett Farm Dairy ... 3

Black Angus Restaurant

DeJARNETTE & PAUL, INC. (NOIOIK) e :

Black Angus Restaurant
INSURANCE—SURETY BONDS (Virginia Beach) ... 3

Phone 648-2882 Agency Est. 1899 307 West Main Blair Tobacco Storage ............... L.
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23220 H. L. Borden Lumber Co......_..._. 5¢

Customer Parking Bowman Apple Products Co., Inc... 5

Jas. A. Paur, Ch. Ex. Comm. /A ‘)\ James A. Pavi, Jr., CPCU Buckaroo Steak Ranch ... 3
J. RoserT Bonp, CPCU — CarTer E. TALMAN, JR.

James L. Lipsey Assurex T. ELwoop Waters, CPCU Burch-Whittle, Inc. ... 5
Sarem P. WiLson, Jr., dssociate INTERNATIONAL CuarLEs R. Harris, Associate

Byways Travel Agency, Inc. ... 3

PAGE FIFTY-FOUR VIRGINIA RECORD Founded 187



T S
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First Federal Savings & Loan Ass'n.
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Greensville Memorial Hospital ... 16
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The: Hamestead. ... 4
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BANK or NEWPORT NEWS

3301 Washington Avenue
Newport News, Va.
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Imperial Coal Sales Co. _............ . 52
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Joy Garden Restaurant ... 32
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H. C. Shackleford
& Son, Inec.

Distributors Of
ARCO OIL PRODUCTS

PHONE 642-2161
GLOUCESTER POINT, VA.

MARSHALL
NATIONAL BANK & TRUST CO.

Serving Favguier County OVER 60 YEARS

MARSHALL, VIRGINTA

East King
Strasburg, Va.
Dial 465-5111

H. L. BORDEN LUMBER CO.

LLuMBER AND BUtLDING MATERIALS
Builders Hardware — Lath — Plaster — Roofing — Paint

Route 522 Bypass
Front Royal, Va.
Dial 635-6123
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R. C. Aylor & Son

Brightwood, Virginia

Manufacturers of

Poultry Shipping Coops
Phone 948-4527

Savings Accounts * Home Loans

SouTHWEST VIRGINIA’S LARGEST
SAavinGs AND LoAN ASSOCIATION

FIRST FEDERAL

Savings and Loan Association
Downtown Towers Shopping Centes
ROANOKE, VA
Branches:
Gables Shopping Center Downtown

Blacksburg, Va Rocky Mount, Va.

Crossroads

THE BANK
OF
SOUTHSIDE
VIRGINIA

L. S. TempLE, President

Serving Southside Virginia from
Four Convenient Locations

PRINCE GEORGE
STONY CREEK
CARSON
JARRATT

Member
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

e e e

FARMERS
&
MERCHANTS
STATE
BANK

A FULL SERVICE BANK

MeMmser or F.D.I.C. anp F.R.S.
FREDERICKSBURG
VIRGINIA

|

CITY LAUNDRY

Dry Cleaners
Dial 295-9136
Grady Ave. & 10th St.

=
CITY LAUNDRY

Fast Service

Dial 296-3667
601 Cherry Ave.
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA,

e T T T P g T s e

e T L ¥ L L P P

Stafford G. Whittle, III

Thomas J. Burch
&

GENERAL INSURANCE
&

ReAL ESTATE

12 Broad Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA. 24112
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DrivE CAREFULLY

AND

ASTEN YOUR SeEaT BELT

DOWNING
INSURANCE, INC.

ArLL ForMs INSURANCE

Phone 635-4777
110 South Royal Avenue
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA

GEORGIAN
BEAUTY SALON

New Owner—BiLL CLINE

Phone 358-4150
315 N. Addison St.
RICHMOND, VA.

e e e e e e e e e o e e e i

THE
FIRST NATIONAL
BANK

Member: F. D. 1. C.
Federal Reserve System

FARMVILLE, VA. 23901

FRENCH’S MARKET

GROCERIES « MEATS « PRODUCE
Watch For New Location
Dial 443-2162

330 Prince St.
Tappahannock, Virginia

Mamie
Alexander has
been running
zero-defects for
six months now.

B GinnyJohnson
. & has been with
¥ the firm for 16
years, come
February.

3

N

&

T

i

Marty Brown in
Forwarding
hasn't missed a
day in five years.

Jack Bloom in
Sales has just
exceeded his

own gquota.

One good turn

deserves
another...

Carl Higgins just
submitted a
whopper of a
suggestion,

Reward good work and good work habits with an employee
incentive program based on United States Savings Bonds.
Growing in value (they now earn 4.25% when held to matur-
ity), U.S. Savings Bonds serve as a constant incentive for

improved job performance.

Your employees will also appreciate the chance to buy
Bonds regularly — either by themselves or in combination
with the 5% Freedom Shares — through the Payroll Savings

Plan. Information on how to install
and operate the Plan is available
from: U.S. Savings Bonds Division,

Department of the Treasury, Washington, D.C,, 20226, Or, if

your company already offers Payroll Savings, why not plan a
re-canvass of employees soon?

U.S. Savings Bonds,
%Mom Shares

In your plant . . . promote the Payroll Savings Plan for U. S. Savings Bonds.

omwe

_ahite. ‘ s ) ;
:a“‘ The U.S. Government does not pay for this adversisement. I is presented as a public service in cooperation with
The Depariment of the Treasary and The Advertising Cowncil.

=

tell the Virginia Story

JULY 1971

PAGE FIFTY-SEVEN




Cumberland Bank
&

Trust Company
GRUNDY, VIRGINIA
BRANCHES AT CLINTWOOD,

HAYSI AND OAKWOOD,
VIRGINIA

Rountre y and
Associates

ReaL EsTaTE
FcoNoMISTS, APPPRAISERS AND
CONSULTANTS

Phone (703) 644-4681
Heritage Building,
Richmond, Va. 23219

Greenbrier Farms, Inc.
— NURSERIES —
CoMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE
“Better Plants for Better Gardens™
Shade Trees o« Ornamentals « Hollies
Camellias « Azaleas « Conifers
Shrubs « Bulbs

Phone 547-2131—412 Thrasher Road
CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA 23320

IN
OUR
MAILBAG

ELIZ JONES BAXTER
REAL ESTATE
We Do Not Handle Rental Property
Specializing In Country Properties
ResmeENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
TIMBER and TIMBER LANDS

Call 373-3470

304 Harrison Rd., Fredericksburg, Va.

KILKARE
LAUNDRY
INC.

Laundry, Cleaning
Storage
Busy Since 192744 Years
Serving 54 Communities

Phone 392-4166
FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA

R. B. Crawrorp, President

The Home
of

Better
Milk

famous for quality
for over 50 years . . .

RICHMOND, VA. 23220

Pettit Bros.
Dealer’s License No. 230
Authorized Sales & Service

ImpERIAL — CHRYSLER
Dobce — PrymouTH

VALIANT

Phone 967-0444
LOUISA, VIRGINIA

HELEN A. KENT

Specializing in
Residential Properties
Phone Day or Night—942-9255
Bonnie L. Brown
942-6224

Mrs. JuneE R. De Bokr
942-8949
GeorGE L. GARRETT
943-6396

531 West Main Street
Waynesboro, Virginia 22980
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Mr. Clifford Dowdey
“ditor

VIRGINIA RECORD
Dear Mr. Dowdey:

I found your article “Do Doctors
Charge Too Much?” interesting ancd
from my observations, remarkably ac
curate. As one who has had the op
portunity to observe my Virginia col
leagues in small towns, large counties
and now through Virginia’s Medicaic
Program on a statewide basis 1 ca
confirm many of your observations
Currently 2,980 are participating ir
Virginia’s Medicaid Program. We hav
very few who are in a hurry to make
quick buck. We have some who con
tinue to treat indigent patients withou
charging the program. Most partici
pate at their usual and customar
charges and at the same time contrib
ute much to the economy of the non
physician health costs.

Recently we had a physician call t
give us information concerning a pa
tient that he had admitted to a hospit:
for surgery. Hospital personnel faile
to carry out his orders which resulte
in an unnecessary extension of his pz
tient’s stay. It was his opinion that th
program should not be charged for th
hospital’s negligence.

Frankly, most of the complaints w
receive concern facilities and service
Apparently the under 30 generatio
wants instant care as well as insta
hamburgers. Prompt service is emer
ing as a major concern to the consume
as well as costs, The response of tl
medical profession to new demands wi
bring appreciable changes in the healt
care system over the next few year
probably in less time than most of 1
would predict. Computer technolos
and group practices using paramedic
personnel are likely to be major con
ponents.

Sincerely,

J. B. Kenley, M.D.
Deputy State Health Cor
missioner for Medical a
Hospital Services, Commo
wealth of Virginia Depa
ment of Health

JULY 19



Union Camp is a vital part of Virginia’s industrial growth.
We brought the world’s largest fine paper machine on line in

1970 and in 1972 will start up our new particleboard mill.

An inherent part of our growth is our attention to environ-
Bleached Paper and Board Division mental

protection, the multiple use of our woodlands and the
Building Products Division

regeneration of harvested forests for future generations,

Franklin, Virginia

Asphalt Highways...

STRETCH the road building TAX DOLLAR

. because the use of a “Total
Asphalt Pavement” requires less
maintenance and costs less to
construct. This full-depth deep-
strength Asphalt pavement lasts
longer than any other type of
pavement of equivalent
strength. Design and construc-
tion of “Total Asphalt” gives
positively satisfactory results.,

PREPARED SUB GRADE
AN AN AN NN A

PRI Snfarie VIRGINIA ASPHALT ASSOCIATION, INC.

and

engineering assistance call: 18 North Fifth Street, Richmond, Virginia e Phone 648-6561



Count your blessings...

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM N
REG'STRAT'ON CERTIFICATE Approval not required

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SELECTIVE SERVICE LAW

GEORGE - WASHINGTON

(FIRST NAME) " (MIDDLE NAME) TTILAST NAME)

SELECTIVE SERVICE NO.

Feb. 22, 1732"westmore1andUCo.;"v 5

(DATE OF BIRTH) (PLACE OF BIRTH)

COLOR_EYES COLOR HAIR

1 ue Brown

Other obvious physical characteristics

WAS DULY REGISTER:D ON THE

(SIGNATURE OF LOCAL BOARD CLERK)

HEIGHT

ESI :;II

WEIGHT

220

.February 1753

Some Americans didnt
burn their draft card.

Mite JAMES BRALLEY

THE AVERICAN INSIITUTE OF
ARCHITECTS L1735 N,Y, AVE,
WASHIN h » D€ 20006

First Colony Lite 'Eé%NN%E,

Lynchburg, Virginia




