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Super Tree.

Believe it or not, this tiny seedling will
be the parent of a whole forest of stronger,
healthier trees. Super trees, as they are
called by forest geneticists. They're a
result of Chesapeake Corporation’s
forest genetics program.

By grafting cuttings from a superior
tree onto a sturdy normal tree, such as
this seedling and thereafter controlling
pollination, it will produce seed with all
the characteristics of the super tree.

Chesapeake’s foresters are constantly
working to develop new methods for
growing superior trees. For we at Chesa-
peake believe in the forests. They have
to be protected and wisely used to supply
man with his growing needs.

Forest genetics, Just another way Chesa-
peake is working with nature to serve
man.

P THE CHESAPEAKE CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA
L]

WEST POINT, VIRGINIA 23181 US.A.

Makers of bleached pulp, unbleached pulp, paperboard and Kraft paper.

Virginia Crafts, Inec.

Virginia’s First and Foremost
Tufted Manufacturer

KEYSVILLE, VA.

QuavriTy AND DISTINCTION IN

Bata MAT SeETs AND ScATTER Ruecs

When in New York, Visit Our Showrooms at 295 5th Ave.

o~

PRECAST CONTRACTORS, INC.

EreEcTION
PreEcAST — PRESTRESSED CONCRETE

Fabriwall Brick Panels
Kitchen — Bath Care Units

Dial 301/747-3836
606 EDMONDSON AVE., BALTIMORE, MD. 21208

i
Electric Heatin
RESIDENTIAL

Electrical Contractors
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

HILL

" ELECTRICAL , Fne.

Dial 329-9284
1306 E. Brookland Park Blvd. Richmond, Virginia 2321

HAMMOND
MASONRY
CORP.

Masonry Contractors

St. Reg. No. 5348
Phone 737-6087

SANDSTON, VA. 23150
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ON OUR COVER are the two top men of the Homebuilders Association of
Virginia. At left, newly elected president, James M. Couch, Jr. of Lynchburg.
And, at right, Executive Officer Shockley D. “Hap” Gardner, Jr. who is based
in Richmond.

JULY 1975 PAGE THREE




. J. CROUCH & SONS,
INC.
Excavating Contractors

STERLING, VIRGINTA
Dial 703-430-6630

e el el i~ i B e

i
| CENTRAL GLASS COMPANY
OF VIRGINIA, INC.

Glazing Contractors
COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

Phone 703-669-1128
Commonwealth & Sycamore St.
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA

-

R e mm*’;

C & P AIR CONDITIONING
COMPANY, INC.

Mechanical Contractors

AR CONDITIONING — HEATING — VENTILATING

Phone 804-625-5874 2406 Colley Avenue
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

Andrews Large & W hidden Inc.

St. Reg. #5433

INpDUSTRIAL — COMMERCIAL — INSTITUTIONAL

P. O. Box 527 Phone 392-3119

FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA 23901

RUSSELL SHORT, INC.

1, X( uunmg

Grading & Hauling

1ial 703-345-8183
1516 Granby St., N.E., Roanoke, Va.
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Froehling & Robertson, Inc. ,

)

Inspection Engineers & Chemists

et i

SINCE 1881 ?

ComrpLETE TEsTING & INspEcTION FAcILITIES
Serving

ARCHITECTS — ENGINEERS — CONTRACTORS

MAIN OFFICE & LABORATORIES

814 West Cary Street Richmond, Va. ‘
BRANCH LABORATORIES
Baltimore, Md. Roanoke, Va. Norfolk, Va. Raleigh, N. C.

Charlotte, N. C. Fayetteville, N. C. Greenville, 8. C. Washington, D. C.

e e
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GLATFELTER PULP WOOD (0.

Wood, water, wildlife and recreation are important
products of Virginia’s forests. Proper management

and protection will provide those products in per-
petuity.

Home Office and Mill
Spring Grove, Pa.

102 Fauquier St. Phone 703/373-9431
P. O. Box 868, Fredericksburg, Va.
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'ROM THE DESK OF

o tell the Virginia Story

A Mowvie For All Seasons

THE IDEA IS PROBABLY NOT PRACTICAL but some purpose would be
served by adding to the present designation of motion pictures two more categories
— M and OF, for Modern and Old Fashioned. While the Modern category would
doubtless appeal primarily to the young, it would of course not be limited to them,
nor would the Old Fashioned category be limited in its appeal to those no longer
young. Essentially, the line of demarcation would divide the categories of
moviegoers, both actual and potential, between those who enjoy the type of pic-
tures in vogue during the past decade or so and those who had once enjoyed the
type of pictures popular in earlier eras.

On the surface, one might think that those habituated to the Modern film would
be likely to scorn pictures built on the earlier models. What makes this opinion un-
certain is the way in which devotees of the Modern film flocked to Love Story, that
poor man'’s version of Camille, with its blatant appeal to the tear ducts. However,
Love Story was — or so 1 hear — all decked out in the trappings of the Modern
film, including the liberal use of what used to be called coarse and vulgar language
and is now called “frank.” That is, appreciators of the Modern film might enjoy
aspects of the old-fashioned pictures as long as these pictures conformed in
language and explicitness of scenes to contemporary styles.

To a most un-Modern ex-moviegoer, style seems, if not everything, certainly the
primary consideration in the contemporary film. The style is controlled by the
director, often in conjunction with the cinematographer, or the director himself is a
former cinematographer. To the serious motion picture buffs, especially among
critics, the director-cinematographer is the hero of the Modern film. He is praised
for his technique, his subtlety, his “frankness”’ and often for his use of symbols.

The whole business of symbolism is very tricky, not at all new, and in its periodic
incarnations its most self-conscous appreciators usually seem to be on the preten-
tious side. Our “modern’’ Symbolism as a deliberate art practice began in the mid-
dle of the last century with Baudelaire's 1852 translation into French of the tales of
Edgar Allen Poe. As the late critic Edmund Wilson wrote, *‘Poe’s critical writings
provided the first scriptures of the [French] Symbolist Movement."’

Poe's definitions of what he was trying to achieve could well have served as the
guides for the Symbolist poets, whose leader became Stéphane Mallarmeé. Poe
believed that “indefiniteness is an element of the true music [of poetry] — I mean
of the true musical expression ... a suggestive indefiniteness.” In approximating
the indefiniteness of music, the poets used all manner of images and metaphors to
suggest the moods, sensations and emotions of the individual. This became highly
personal, subjective poetry which, at its most extreme, failed to communicate
anything to the reader, even a sense of music. (Continued on page 22)
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THE HOMEBUILDERS ASSOCIATION

1956

§ THE ATTITUDES of builders
towards themselves and their industry
have come a long way in the nearly 20
years since formation of the Home
Builders Association of Virginia.

During the 1950s, builders in several
areas of the state had organized; before
long others began to look toward
organization as a means of self-help.
The state association was formed in
1956 — local associations in existence
at that time were Richmond, Southside,
Peninsula, Tidewater, and Roanoke.
Lynchburg was in the process of
organizing. Although there had been an
organization for Northern Virginia
builders since 1936, the first state char-
ter did not include this group as they
were under the District of Columbia
charter.

Today HBAV is composed of 14 local
associations, and is in turn a member of
the National Association of Home
Builders, with headquarters in
Washington, D. C. HBAV is governed
by a board of directors composed of
representatives from each association,
which meets quarterly, and an executive
committee composed of officers and a
representative of paid local executive
officers, which meets monthly. Local
associations have a paid executive of-
ficer, on a full or part-time basis, or an
elected secretary who takes care of
association administrative matters.
HBAV Executive Vice President
Shockley D. (Hap) Gardner, Jr. is in
charge of state activities at 518 Ross
Building in Richmond, assisted by a
staff of three.

HBAV works closely with its locals,
and also with NAHB. The association
has a National Representative elected
by the Board of Directors who provides
liaison between NAHB and the state
and local associations. National Reps
attend special meetings and serve as ex-
officio members of the National Board
of Directors.

Paul R. Bickford of Hampton was the

first National Representative from
HBAV, serving in 1962. He was
PAGE SIX
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followed by Stanley Waranch of Nor-
folk in 1963; Waranch served as
president of NAHB in 1971. L. Clarke
Jones, Jr. of Richmond held the post
from 1964-1967, and Woodrow W.
Reasor of Norfolk served from 1968-
1973. Michael J. Bogese of Hopewell
has been National Rep since 1974.

Robert S. Rennicks, who served as an
early Executive Director of HBAV,
went into the homebuilding business in
the Southside area in 1945. He recalls
that “in the late forties, builders who
met at the lumber yard or the bank
didn’t even bother to speak to each
other. We were competitors — each
man worried about his own problems.”

However, Rennicks added, by the late
1950s and in the 1960s, even those
builders who had been opposed to the
organization of locals began to realize
the need for unity. They learned that
the fact builders had an organization
with a common goal made a difference
— it brought recognition to members
and the organization attracted banks
and insurance companies and others as
associate members.

Names on the original HBAV Char-
ter, in 1956, were Ernest E. Mayo, Sr.,
William E. Witt, Max Shapiro, Stanley
Waranch, John P. Yancey, Jr., Elbert
H. Waldron, Herman F. Blake, Gilbert
C. Martin, Paul R. Bickford, Earl H.
Wicker, John G. Gosnell and Rennicks.
“Uncle Ernest’” Mayo served as the first
president, and then was reelected to
serve a second term. The son of a Rich-
mond plastering contractor, Uncle Er-
nest built his first house in 1916, and
retired only last year from the home
building industry. Like many of the
other founders of the state association,
he has been through the years an active
member of his local, HBAV and
NAHB.

*“Trying to get people interested was
the big problem — especially the
smaller builders,” he commented. “To
me, one of the great assets of the
association was the fact that it provided
all of us with the opportunity to become
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better builders; by swapping ideas a
discussing mutual problems we help
each other.”

Another early problem was getti
various governments to recogni
HBAV as an organization trying
develop the industry and to build be
homes.

After organization of HBAV, Ha
D. (Dick) Rathbun, who was EO f
HBA of Richmond, also served as Std
EO. When Elbert Waldron of Roano
assumed the presidency in 1960, Tall
S. Fox served as EO. The follow
year, because President Marshall Jo
son was from Petersburg and because
lack of money, Rennicks became EO
a temporary basis while continuing
serve as EO for HBA of Southside, a
the two organizations shared a suite
offices in Petersburg. In 1964 Rennig
resigned, but soon was asked to se
again, which he did until he retired
1965. HBAV maintained an office
Petersburg through the 1965 co
vention, then rented space in the Jo
and Robbins Building at 615 E:
Franklin Street in downtown Ridg
mond.

By then, there was an imminent ne
for a full-time state EO, and Edward
Brown, a retired colonel from Pete
burg, took the post. Eventually t
HBAV office was moved back
Petersburg, where it remained u
Davis S. Friedman became EO in 19
and an office was opened at 512 Mutu
Building, Richmond. The prese
Executive Vice President of HBA
Hap Gardner, assumed his duties
May 1973, and the associati
headquarters now are located in S
Ross Building, Richmond.

During the 1960s the state was in t
midst of a “‘building boom.”” Because
shortages of lumber and oth
materials, building during the 194
had been slow; the pace began to pi
up during the 1950s. HBAV’s me
bership also began to grow — reachi
1,200 in the mid-1960s and th
gradually rising to a current me
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pership of over 2,400. Danville-
Pittsylvania County became the seventh
ember association in 1961; HBA of
buburban Virginia joined in 1962,
ollowed by Fredericksburg, Blue Ridge
nd Martinsville-Henry County. Rap-
pahannock and Shenandoah Valley
have been organized since 1970. Most
ecent association to receive a charter is
Patrick County Builders and Con-
actors Association, organized in 1973.
Builder members are firms, persons
r corporations who are or have been in
he business of building or rebuilding
omes, apartments, schools, com-
ercial, industrial or other structures
ormally related and appurtenant to a
ommunity. Associate members are
ngaged in a trade, industry or
rofession related to home building.
The annual conventions have long
een a highlight of association ac-
vities, providing a yearly opportunity
or members from various parts of the
ate to renew old friendships and make
ew ones while participating in
eetings concerning state business and
eminars on matters of importance to
e industry. In the early years, favorite
onvention sites were the Greenbrier in
hite Sulphur Springs, West Virginia,
nd the Cavalier at Virginia Beach,
Ithough in 1964 the association went
n a Bermuda Convention Cruise. In
ecent years conventions have been held
t-of-state, but this year HBAV retur-
ed to the New Cavalier Hotel at
[irginia Beach.
A big feature at early conventions
as selling booths to advertisers.
When I took over as EO, members
aid a $5 fee to join the state
ssociation, and our only way to make
loney was to sell those convention
ooths,” Rennicks explained. “In 1961
e had to sell 67 booths to meet our
dget.
“Builders think they have financial
oblems now, but in the mid-forties we
ere dealing with financial institutions
the local commercial banks — who
ad no interest in mortgages because

p tell the Virginia Story

PAST PRESIDENTS

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA
1956 - 58 Ernest E. Mayo Richmond
1958 - 59 John P. Yancey, Jr. Newport News
1959 - 60 William E. Witt Virginia Beach
1960 - 61 Elbert H. Waldron Roanoke
1961 - 62 Marshall Johnson Petersburg
1962 - 63 Stanley Waranch Norfolk
1963 - 64 L. Clarke Jones, Jr. Richmond
1964 - 65 Paul R. Bickford Hampton
1965 - 66 Frank Radford Roanoke
1966 - 67 Glen T. Hastings, Jr. Colonial Heights
1967 - 68 Frederick Napolitano Virginia Beach
1968 - 69 Thomas A, Cary Springfield
1969 - 70 Donald J. Cleckley Hampton
1970 - 71 Daley Craig Charlottesville
1971-72 Maury L. Strauss Roanoke
1972-73 Michael I. Bogese Hopewell
1973 - 74 Lee A. Gifford Virginia Beach
1974 -75 Woodrow W. Sirois Newport News

they were stuck with them after the
depression,” Rennicks said. “If finan-
cial institutions were not sold on the
need for housing, neither was the gov-
ernment. The attitude was ‘I don't
know anyone who hasn’t got a house —
where are you going to sell them?’ We
worked hard in pleading with
Congressmen.”

Gradually, after the war, things
began opening up. The Federal
Housing Administration (FHA) and
The Veterans Administration (VA) were
organized, and mortgage brokers whose
job was to sell money began to come in-
to the picture. Also, the big life in-
surance companies began designating
that money be distributed through
banks for use in certain areas of the
state, Rennicks said.

Another area which concerned the
association in the early years was
minimum standards for building.

A person building five or six houses
at a time did not have much standing
with FHA, according to Rennicks.
Minimum standards often were

JULY 1975

“flexible,” which frequently proved
costly to the small builder. HBAV
fought for reforms in standards and
eventually built up a good relationship
with FHA.

“We also worked to overcome poor
construction techniques. No one went to
school to learn building — although
VPI had a course in construction, few
other schools did, and many builders
came up the hard way, learning through
experience,” Rennicks said.

HBAV helped Virginia Polytechnic
Institute (now VPI and State University)
establish a school for construction un-
der the School of Architecture, and in
1963 organized the first Virginia NAHB
College Chapter at VPI. Both the
outgoing president of HBAV, Woodrow
W. Sirois, and the incoming president,
James M. Couch, Jr., are graduates of
the Building Construction Curriculum
in the School of Architecture at VPL.

Couch served as the first president of
the Virginia Home Builders
Educational Foundation, Inc.,
established in 1963 to provide scholar-
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SERVING
Tue EASTERN

UNITED STATES

MobuLArR HOMES AND APARTMENTS

Panerizep HoMmEs — REeAL ESTATE

| P. O. Box 5511
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WILMAR
CONTRACTORS,

INC.

Painting Contractors

COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

Phone 703-281-4010
VIENNA, VIRGINIA

P. O. Box 303

—

Phone (703) 632-7101
MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 24112

HARDWOOD FLOORING

SALES AND SERVICE
CONTRACT INSTALLATIONS
Residential — Commercial

The most complete line of natural
wood and acrylic/wood flooring in

South Central Virginia

THE WOODSHED

DIVISION OF THE APPLIED RADIANT ENERGY CORP.
(MANUFACTURER OF GAMMAPAR ACRYLIC /(WOOD FLOORING)

2416 Lakeside Drive Lynchburg, Va. 24501
' PHONE 804-237-5155
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ship assistance to students wishing
study in the home building curriculug
in high schools, colleges or technic
schools. The foundation also expendg
funds for the purpose of donati
books, magazines and periodicals
school libraries. This non-profit co
poration made possible the award
scholarships to many young people.

In 1965 the association began a seri
of yearly week-long sessions knows §
the Virginia Homebuilders Institut
Held first at the School of Commerce
the University of Virginia and later
VPI, the Institute featured instructo
from NAHB, the universities and i
dustry. Included in the curriculum we
taxation, land planning, zoning, mo
gage financing, scheduling
materials, merchandizing, publ
relations, estimating, real estate la
accounting and electronic computers.

Legislative activities, now among t
most important and most time co
suming of the HBAV program, we
limited in the 1960s. Lawmake
labored under the impression that t
state should not have any part in ho
building, Rennicks explained. Howeve]
this attitude gradually changed, and
1965 HBAV retained the firm
Christian, Barton, Parker, Epps a
Brent, with Alexander W. Parkg
senior partner, as HBAV general cou
sel. His first task was to study the va
dalism law with the goal of having
amended to include private propert]
This same firm, now Christian, Barto
Epps, Brent and Chappell, st
represents HBAV. Carl F. Bowmer,
partner, is the present HBAV gener
counsel.

The home building industry has i
creased in size and importance
Virginia since HBAV's organization
1956. The men and women involved
the many facets of this industry al
have gained stature, and have learne
that involvement with each other ar
with the community is not o
necessary but also beneficial.

> J[ROY WHEELER | ks
{[REALTY comm
[CHARLOTTESVILLE vmsmu

Zip Code 22901 — Area Code B04
WRITFE General Material & Brochures
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HBAV OFFICERS

SHOCKLEY D. GARDNER, JR.
Execurive Vice President

HAP GARDNER has served as the
xecutive Officer of HBAV since May
73, Assisted by a staff of three, he is
sponsible for day to day operation of
e Association, and for carrying out
e policies of the Executive Board and
e Board of Directors.

A native of Richmond, he is a
faduate of St. Christopher’s School,
ake Forest University, and the T. C.
illiams School of Law of the Univer-
y of Richmond.

Before joining HBAV, Gardner ser-
d as Deputy Clerk of the Supreme
ourt of Virginia, and.during the 1971
d 1972 session of the General Assem-
y he was Clerk of the Courts of Justice
ommittee, Virginia State Senate. He
pent four years with the Army in South
ietnam, where he was commanding
fficer of the 552nd Military Police
ompany and later Senior Military Ad-
or to the Vietnamese Provost Mar-
pall in Saigon.

A Major in the U. S. Army Reserve,
e currently is Commanding Officer of
e 268th Military Intelligence Detach-
ent in Richmond. He also serves as an
ficer of several civic organizations.

tell the Virginia Story
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JAMES M. COUCH, JR.
President

THE NEW PRESIDENT of HBAV
has been an active member of the
Association for many years. He served
as HBAYV secretary in 1962 and as vice
president in 1963, and again as vice
president last year. He also served for
six years as a director of HBAV. In 1963
the Association honored him with its
Outstanding Member Award.

Since 1964 Couch has headed his own
firm — James M. Couch, Jr., Inc. A
builder, realtor and land developer, he
is involved in both contract and
speculative building of single-family
dwellings and small apartments, and
does some remodeling work. Prior to
going into business for himself, he was
vice president of construction for John
Stewart Walker, Inc., Builders and
Realtors, for four years. From 1950 to
1956 he was affiliated with J. B. Mason
and Son, Builders, of Lynchburg.

A native of Lynchburg, Couch at-
tended Lynchburg College and
graduated with honors from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute in 1950 with a BS
Degree in Building Construction.

Couch serves as the builder member
of the Virginia Building Code
Technical Review Board, a post he has
held since 1972. For the past 17 years he
has served as a Construction Com-
pliance Inspector for the Veterans Ad-
ministration, and for three years he
held similar positions with the Federal
Housing Administration. He is a mem-
ber of the Committee on Building
Codes of NAHB.

A past president of the Home
Builders Association of Central
Virginia, Couch served as a member of
the board of directors of that
association for ten years.
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HENRY R.STEIGLEDER
Vice President

A GENERAL CONTRACTOR,
Steigleder builds custom homes and
light commercial in the Fredericksburg
area. He received much of his practical
training from his father, J. H.
Steigleder, with whom he was in part-
nership in the general contracting
business until his father retired in 1959.

He is a native of Richmond, and a
graduate of the University of Richmond
with a BS degree in physics. He worked
in research at DuPont for several years
before going to work with his father.

Last year Steigleder served as
treasurer of HBAV. He is a past
president of HBA of Fredericksburg,
and has been a director of that
association for many years. He also is a
member of the Ruritan Club and the
Lions Club, and has been active in Boy
Scout activities in the Bowling Green
area.

PAGE TEN

EDWARD R. CARR
Treasurer

IN ADDITION TO his duties as vice
president of HBAV, Carr currently is
serving his second term as president of
Northern Virginia BA. Last year he
held the post of HBAV secretary.

He is president of Edward R. Carr &
Associates, Inc., a Northern Virginia
firm engaged primarily in development
of speculative tract housing.

A graduate of Duke University,
where he received a BS in civil
engineering, Carr also holds a Master of
Business Administration degree from
American University. He serves as a
director of NAHB, and a director of the
Metropolitan Washington BA. He held
offices in the Suburban Virginia BA
before it merged with the NVBA in
1972.

He is a member of the State Board of
Housing, a member of the Board of
Trustees of American University, and a
member of the Chamber of Commerce
of several communities in Northern
Virginia.

¥ £
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HERMAN F. BLAKE, JR.
Secretary

HERMAN F. BLAKE, JR. is the i
mediate past president of the Hom
Builders Association of Richmond, an
has been an active member of th
association for the past 12 years. H
also serves as chairman of the HBA
Congressional Committee and on th
Board of Directors of HBAV.

As the owner of Hallmark Homes i
Richmond, Blake engages in bot
speculative and contract custo
building. He is a graduate of Virgini
Polytechnic Institute with a BS degre
in Building Construction, and h
taught architectural drawing at Ric
mond Professional Institute (Virgini
Commonwealth University). He also is
licensed real estate broker.

Blake is a past president of the Ce
tral Richmond Optimist Club and th
Chamberlayne Elementary PTA, and
member of the Henrico Lodge No.
Fraternal Order of Police Associates.
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THE GOALS SET by the new
resident of the Home Builders
ssociation of Virginia, James M.
ouch, Jr., reflect the increasing im-
rtance of federal and state activities
ffecting the housing industry and the
eed for understanding and in-
olvement on the part of members.
These goals include enlargement of
gislative Committee effort, increased
mphasis on the work of the
ongressional Committee, an expanded
ducational program, and im-
lementation of the Home Owners
arranty Program in the entire state.
Couch and other officers were in-
alled in a ceremony highlighting the
BAV annual convention July 9
hrough 13 at the New Cavalier,
irginia Beach. The convention
rogram of business
eminars, and social events gave mem-
ers from across the state the op-
ortunity to assess the work of the
ssociation during the past year and to
ake plans for the coming year, as well
the opportunity to discuss problems
nd ideas with both builder members
nd associates.

Couch takes over the presidency of
HBAV as the outlook for the industry
begins to brighten. Economists now
hope the economy has begun to “‘bot-
fom out,”” and see the beginnings of an
ipturn in the housing market. Despite
bmergency legislation passed by
Congress earlier this year, which in-
bluded the $2,000-or-five-percent tax
bredit on the purchase of new housing,
he need still remains to control in-
flation and to devise more effective
methods of credit allocation.

Builders, however, have been en-
ouraged by the increase in money
lowing into savings and loan
associations and by the limited decrease
n mortgage rates. In many areas,
rousing costs have stopped rising, as
nave the spiraling costs of materials. At
east a base is being formed for a
tecovery from the depression which has
taught every facet of the industry in its
entacles.

As HBAV continues to grow, the
main thrust of the association’s work

o tell the Virginia Story

meetings,-

appears to be in the legislative field. At
one time, association representatives
needed only to concern themselves with
legislation while the General Assembly
was in session. Now state legislative
subcommittees and study commissions
meet year round, and the volume of
legislation affecting the industry in-
creases each year. In addition, HBAV
has become more involved in the push
for legislation on the federal level, and
in support of the legislative programs of
the National Association of Home
Builders. HBAV members also must be
kept up-to-date on trends and develop-
ments in land use, energy, air and water
pollution.

“The HBAV Legislative Committee
has performed a tremendous service for
our membership,” Couch said. *““The
committee must have a broad cross sec-
tion of the viewpoints of members on
pending legislative matters. When each
local has representatives on the com-
mittee, local membership can be kept
better informed of activities of the state
association in legislative matters.”

An active Legislative Committee met
weekly during the 1975 General Assem-
bly session and considered nearly 100
bills and resolutions, including some
which had been carried over from the

CoUCH CITES GOALS FOR 1975

1974 session. A weekly Legislative
Scene helped keep members abreast of
General Assembly activities.

HBAV worked closely with the
Virginia Association of Realtors on
issues of mutual interest — especially
those bills proposing amendments to
the Landlord Tenant Law, which took
effect July 1, 1975, All but one of the
proposed amendments were rejected by
the General Assembly this year, but
some may be introduced again next
year. HBAV hopes that living with the
provisions of the law during the coming
year will give landlords, tenants and the
courts a better opportunity to deter-
mine what amendments need to be con-
sidered.

Amendments proposed this year in-
cluded one which would have required a
landlord who rents more than three
units in one building to install dead bolt
locks and peepholes at his expense.
Although the bill was defeated, the
Virginia State Crime Commission was
directed to make a study of the issue
during the off-session. Other defeated
amendments included changes in ex-
emptions, provision for local fair rent
ordinances, limitations on rental fee in-
creases, and guidelines for early ter-
mination of rental agreement by

schemes.

500Mid¢hn¢emM---

NATURAL SLATE

An ageless beginning - - - yet today Natural Slate is “of age”
in the modern designing trend. Its neutral color and velvet-
like finish complement perfectly today’s colorful decorating

Only a product of Nature can provide such dependable service
under hard usage conditions. Natural Slate is sanitary, durable,
strong, non-absorptive and will not contract or expand

For your protection insist on Slate quarried in Pennsylvania. U .S A.

NATURAL SLATE BLACKBOARD CO.

and THE STRUCTURAL SLATE CO.
PEN ARGYL, PENNSYLVANIA
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military personnel. Still others dealt
with security deposits, application fees
and deposits, local landlord tenant
commissions, and pets.

Other issues which concerned the
Legislative Committee included express
and implied warranties, reinspection of
occupied buildings, and regulation of
subdivision property and homeowners
associations. A bill calling for planning
commissions, comprehensive planning
and subdivision ordinances for
localities was one of the most important
pieces of legislation to be passed.

Under consideration during coming
months will be the work of the HR 14
Subcommittee, which has been
enlarged to include Senate members
and which will continue its study of
mandatory dedication and alternative

methods for providing funds for capital
improvement projects. HBAV also will
monitor the Virginia Housing Study
Commission which is studying laws on
local housing and redevelopment
authorities.

HBAYV is represented on the Gover-
nor’s Land Use Advisory Committee, a
group set up to work with the Land Use
Council. The association continues to
work with the Land Use Policies Study
Committee of the Virginia Advisory
Legislative Council, the Virginia Office
of Housing, the State Board of Housing,
the Virginia Housing Development
Authority, the State Water Control and
Air Pollution Control Boards, the
Building Code Review Board, and the

State Conservation Commission. HBA
not only keeps members inform
about what is going on in these stat
agencies, but also provides informatio
when requested, attends hearings, an
often has members serving on thes
agencies.

The HBAV Congressional Co
mittee was established last year to me
on a periodic basis with Virginia
Senators and Congressmen on matte!
of special concern to Virginia member
The committee was a natural outgrowt|
of HBAV’s Mini March on Washingto
in September 1974, when more tha
400 builders and associates journeye
to Washington to present the state
representatives in Congress with a hard
hitting review of the crisis which en

e PLUMBING

NATKIN & CO.

Mechanical Contractors

e HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING

e SHEET METAL
e INDUSTRIAL PIPING
e POWER PLANTS

Telephone 804-798-4773

P. O. Box 26444
Washington Hwy. North
Richmond, Virginia 23261

King Plaza East

Romaine Glass & Mirror Co.
RI‘:SIDENTI:\L L] CO}I.)JF.R(‘.I.‘\L L] INI)U.‘S'IR].'\L
PPG Windshields & Auto Glass

Free Estimates

Mobile Service—Anytime/Anywhere Call 942-0304
After Hours Call 943-4486 or 942-4420

Storefronts

Direct Insurance Billing

King Avenue Waynesboro, Va.

g
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Superior Concrete, Inc.

Mid-Shenandoah V alley
With Quality Ready Mix

Serving

Concrete

Phone 703-434-0346

HARRISONBURG, VA. 22801

mm@bwm

12th & Maury Sts.

Brick Makers in Richmond since 1871

Redford Brick Co., Inc.

LOCALLY Owned & Operated
231-1175 — Phone — 232-6786

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

Manujacturers and Distributors

Richmond, Va. 23224
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eloped the housing industry. The
message taken to Washington —
backed up by facts and statistics — was

hat the housing industry needed help,
and quickly. Not only were the housing
needs of citizens not being met, but the

risis was resulting in mounting unem-
ployment, soaring interest rates, large
inventories of unsold homes, and scarce
and expensive materials. Widespread
ewspaper and TV coverage of the
uncheon meeting helped focus state
and national attention on the industry’s
plight and resulted in heightened in-
erest by both legislators and the public.

“We must keep our Virginia
delegation informed of the viewpoint
and position of HBAV, not only on
legislative matters but also on any un-
just regulations and decisions of the
pyramid of government agencies,”

ouch commented. “The contact must
be positive, it must be regular, and it

ust be accomplished by a greater
umber of our members.”

To keep its own membership in-
formed, HBAV encourages close con-
tact between the state and local
associations. Officers and the executive

ice president attempt to visit at least
one of each local's meetings during the
year — to speak about state activities
ind to encourage participation in these
activities through work on one of
he many standing committees. In ad-
Hition, members receive the
hissociation's monthly publication, the

irginia Builder News.

Couch has indicated that the effort to
encourage “‘involvement” will be con-
inued, and has wurged increased
pducational efforts. A continuing
pducation program is necessary if mem-
pers are to keep up to date on develop-

ents in the legislative field and with
Hevelopments that will assist them in
onducting their business.

In March a series of statewide
eminars was conducted by HBAV in
booperation with the Richmond Area
Dffice of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and other trade associations to ex-
blain the Section 8 Housing Assistance
Payments Program of the 1974 Housing
ind Community Development Act.
peminars also have been held on the
Landlord Tenant Law and on land use.

More seminars should be held
hroughout the state to bring the latest
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knowledge, techniques and information
to as many members as possible, Couch
said. He has suggested one-day
seminars for local associations, spon-
sored by HBAV.

Couch also proposes reinstatement of
the HBAV Scholarship Program, which
in the past awarded a limited number of
scholarships to individuals pursuing
studies related to the home building in-
dustry.

“Some of those assisted under this
program today are successful home
builders,” he explained. ‘‘Since we will
have competitors in the future, we
should insure that they are properly
trained.”

One of the most exciting and im-
portant developments of the past year
has been HBAV’s involvement in the
Home Owners Warranty Program —
the country’s first nationally insured
protection plan for buyers of new
homes. The Home Owners Warranty
Corporation, a subsidiary of NAHB,
assures that builders registered with the
program will build according to HOW's
approved standards and will provide
services specified in the warranty
agreement. Participation is voluntary
for builders, but a builder accepted for
registration by the National HOW Cor-
poration and the local HOW Council
must meet approved standards for
technical competence, ethical conduct
and financial responsibility.

In Virginia the program already is of-
fered by the HOW Council of Tidewater

and the Northern Virginia HOW Coun-
cil. The program should be available in
some other areas of the state sometime
this year.

“The implementation of the HOW
program in the entire state is a must,”
according to Couch. “My goal is that by
January 1, 1976, at least 50 percent of
all new homes built in Virginia by mem-
bers of our local HBA’s be covered by
the HOW Program. We must remem-
ber that if we do not provide HOW
warranty programs on a voluntary
basis, we have been assured by our
legislators in Richmond and in
Washington that a mandatory program
will be imposed on our industry; this
would mean more government control
over our industry and higher cost for
the products we sell.”

As well as being involved in providing
this consumer-type of insurance, HBAV
offers member firms group insurance
programs, including life, com-
prehensive major medical, builder’s
risk, workmen’s compensation, general
liability, bonds and specialty coverages.

The Home Builders Association of
Virginia provides its members with the
opportunity to share problems and in-
terests, and to create an effective voice
to represent the housing industry on the
local, state and federal levels. Its growth
over the years, and its involvement in a
myriad of activities are indicative of the
importance and necessity of HBAV to
represent an industry which helps
determine the economy of Virginia.

Route 2, Wards Road

Wineharger Corporation

Manufacturers of
CrurcH AND CourtrROOM FURNITURE

Telephone 239-2671

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24502

The National Bank of Fredericksburg

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
“WHERE PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE"
Member FDIC

BANKING HOURS
MONDAY thru THURSDAY 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
FRIDAY 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Drive-Ins Open Mon.-Fri. 4-7 P.M.

Sat. 9-12 Noon

Five Locations
MAIN BANK—900 Princess Anne Street
BRANCHES
Greenbrier Shopping Center « Fall Hill Avenue « Park & Shop Shopping Center « 515 White OQak Road
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UNDERSTANDING@

HOW — the Home Owners Warranty Program — is America’s first 10-year nationally insured protection plan fo
buyers of new homes. HOW already is operative in the Tidewater and Northern Virginia areas, and groups in other areas o
the state are in the process of filing applications with the National Home Owners Warranty Council.

What it means to the homebuilder.

The Home Owners Warranty Program is a voluntary
program created to serve the best interests of both the builder
and the customer. The program provides the means through
which the industry, and all good builders, can continue to im-
prove customer relations and promote public confidence in
home building.

Under the HOW warranty you can provide your buyer with
10 years of protection, though your responsibilities extend
only over a two-year period, with less responsibility in the
second year than in the first.

Builders who participate in the program have a clear
selling edge over those who don't. Participating builders also
have at their disposal an effective but inexpensive mechanism
for resolving misunderstandings and disputes with their
buyers.

And, of course, this legitimate effort on the part of the in-
dustry at self-policing will help to lessen the pressure for
more government interference in — and control of — the
builder’s business.

The following questions and answers will provide you with
a better understanding of the HOW Program, how you can
participate, what it requires of you, and what you can gain
from it.

1. What is the Home Owners Warranty Program?

The Home Owners Warranty Program is a national
program created and implemented by the National
Association of Home Builders so that builders can provide
their customers with long-term protection of the new house or
condominium they purchase. The program is administered
by the Home Owners Warranty Corporation, a separate sub-
sidiary corporation of the NAHB.

2. Why should homebuilders give a warranty that lasts ten
years?

Remember, under HOW, the builder is obliged for only
one year to remedy defects in workmanship and materials
caused by non-compliance with approved standards (the
standards which your builders association has approved
before entering the program). For only two years the builder
is liable for correction of Major Construction Defects (as
defined in the program), together with defects caused by non-
compliance with approved standards for plumbing, heating,
electrical, and cooling systems of the home (exclusive of ap-
pliances, equipment and fixtures).

Afier the second year the builder is off the hook for defects
under the HOW Program, though the buyer has protection,
through the HOW insurance policy, against major con-
struction defects from the third through tenth years.

3. What is excluded from coverage under the builder’s
warranty obligation?

Exclusions include such items as: Loss or damage not
reported as soon as practical. Damage caused by defects in
design or materials which the home buyer supplied or in-
stalled. Secondary damage such as personal injury or proper-
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ty damage. Normal wear and tear. Normal shrinkage cause
by drying out within tolerances of approved standards
Dampness and condensation due to homebuyer’s failure t
maintain adequate ventilation. Negligence, improper mai
tenance or alteration by parties other than the buildeq
Changes in grading of the ground around the house by pa
ties other than the builder. Landscaping or insect damag
(usually covered by separate agreements). Disasters generall
described as Acts of God. Losses covered under co
prehensive home insurance policies. Losses due to failure t
maintain the home in good repair. Loss or damage which od
curs after the home is no longer used as a residence. Losse
which are theoretical, not real.

4. What is a major construction defect?

As defined by the Warranty, a “‘major construction defect
is actual damage to the load-bearing structure of the hom
which affects its load-bearing function and which vitally a
fects or is imminently likely to affect the use of the home fo
residential purposes.

5. How is the program backed financially?

Millions of dollars stand behind the program. The NAHJ
spent months negotiating with nationally prominent i
surance companies before selecting the insurance carrie
(American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida) to u
derwrite the program. (The insurance company is backed b
a reinsurance company.) Extensive thought has been given
actuarial matters and all HOW documents have bee
carefully prepared so that risks will be compatible wit
resources.

6. How does the insurance coverage protect the builder?

(1) After the second year of the HOW Warranty, the i
surer — with no right of subrogation against the builder —1i
responsible for major construction defects.

(2) The insurance company will defend the builder after th
second year in any actions brought against the buildd
specifically under the HOW Warranty. The builder,
course, remains responsible to defend himself against an
lawsuits brought under the purchase contract or outside th
scope of the HOW Warranty.

7. Isn’t this program insuring the ‘‘bad” builders, the nor
performers?

No. Or at least not for very long. One aim of the program i
to improve the industry’s reputation by identifying th
homebuilding professionals, educating the margina
builders, and suspending or expelling from the program th
incompetent builders. Remember that the insurer does ha
the right of subrogation (the right to sue) against any builde
who fails to fulfill his warranty responsibilities during th
first two years.

8. Is the program expensive?

No. The one-time cost of the program is a modest 2/10t
of one percent of the sales price of the home, or $70 on
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5,000 home. In most cases this cost will be included in the

les price of the home.

The only “‘extra’ fee the builder has to pay is a nominal

itial registration and annual re-registration fee set by your
al home builders association. These fees help to defray ad-

inistrative costs of the program at your local level.

What kinds of units are insurable under HOW?

Any new home built for sale and, according to nationally
and locally — approved standards is eligible for insurance
verage. Including condominiums. But not rental units.

. Must a participating builder offer the warranty on every
me he builds for sale?

es.
. Can a builder enrolling in the program cover his out-

ding inventory?

Any builder registering with HOW within three months af-
r licensing of the Local Warranty Council may enroll, on a
e-time basis only and within 30 days of his registration, all
mes sold by the builder within six months prior to the
ensing of the Local Warranty Council. Any builder
gistering with HOW may enroll all homes held in inventory
under construction on the date of his registration.

. Are developers eligible to participate in the program?

A developer may apply for participation in the program if

e developer is the party conveying title to the buyer.

. What does the government have to do with the HOW
gram?

Absolutely nothing. HOW is a strictly voluntary industry

If-regulation program. However, it is hoped that govern-

ent and courts at all levels will recognize the program as a

able alternative to government plans for regulating the in-
stry.

. How does a builder get involved in the program?

First, you should make sure that your local or state home
ilders association has applied to the National HOW Cor-
ration for a Local Warranty Council license. You cannot
rticipate in the program unless your local or state builders

psociation decides voluntarily to set up a warranty council to

bnduct the program in your area.

Any builder who volunteers to participate in the program
just apply for enrollment to his area Local Warranty Coun-
I and must meet standards of financial soundness, technical
pmpetence, and ethical performance as judged by the Local
Y arranty Council.

b. Can home builders associations without full-time HBA
aff participate in HOW?

Yes, either through a regional warranty council or a state
buncil licensed by the national HOW Corporation.

16. Is there a lot of paperwork involved for the home builder?

The national Home Owners Warranty Corporation has
made every effort to keep the registration and enrollment
processes as simﬁle as possible. Basically, you have to do
three things: (1) Register initially with your Local Warranty
Council, filling out an “Application”” and an “Agreement of
Builder and Local Warranty Council.” (2) Fill out the HOW
“Initial Enrollment Form’ on all houses you build before
construction begins, and then certify at the proper time that
the home has been completed in accordance with nationally
and locally approved standards. (3) Sign the Home Warranty
Agreement (supplied by your Local Warranty Council) with

our buyer at closing or occupancy and submit to the Local
%Varranty Council the “Final Enrollment’” form which
authorizes the National Corporation to issue to your
customer his “‘Certificate of Participation” in the Master In-
surance Policy.

17. Can subcontractors be tied into the program?

Yes, on a voluntary basis between the participating
homebuilder and his subcontractors. The HOW program will
supply Local Warranty Councils with a model HOW tie-in
clause which any participating builder may insert into his
contracts with his subs. The intent of the clause, of course, is
to gain some commitment from subcontractors to the aims of
the HOW Program in an effort to create broad support for
the builder’s ei%«l;rts.

18. Does HOW have a national prometional campaign?

Yes. Although HOW at first will conduct no national paid
media advertising, HOW has a fully developed com-
munications and marketing program. A Communications
Manual is being provided to all licensed Local Warranty
Councils and the National Corporation is embarking on a
cooperative advertising program with all of its licensed locals.
In addition, the National Corporation has developed a series
of marketing aids for use by participating builders.

19. How can we make sure that this warranty program is un-
derstood by the public?

Every participating builder will have to help see to it that
his buyers understand not only their rights and benefits un-
der HOW but the program’s exclusions and limits of
coverage. The National Corporation will assist builders in
these efforts by furnishing brochures that describe the
program in laymen'’s language. o

The National Corporation also has developed advertising
guidelines and advertisements in several sizes for use by
builders and Local Warranty Councils, as well as other op-
tional merchandising materials for builders. You can protect
yourself by making sure that you and your employees adhere
to nationally approved language in describing the program,
both in ads and verbally, to prospective homebuyers.

BUILDEER'S FACT SHEET, 8/74

CALL
THE,

Custom

MAILER
®

Custom
Mailers &
Consultants, Inc,

“CREATIVE PRINTING AND

MAILING”
Westwood & Tomlynn

Richmond, Va, 23230
PHONE 353-4453

FRIES, BEALL & SHARP CO.

TOILET ROOM ACCESSORIES

BUILDERS HARDWARE

Phone 703-354-3600
Shirley Industrial Center
SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22150

p tell the Virginia Story

JULY 1975

PAGE FIFTEEN



HOWARD E. MARQUART & CO.

BUILDING SPECIALTIES

Call or Write
Phone 622-6914 304 E. Plume St.
NORFOLK, VA. 23510

»

Wise County National Bank

Il
!
BIG STONE GAP
NORTON
and
WISE, VIRGINIA
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Frederick Schill & Co., Inc.

Architectural Millwork

Phone (304) 647-5913

206 East Main

Ronceverte, W. Va.

Other Offices

Serving the Shipping
Of the World

Since its organization in 1865 the Vi
ginia Pilot Association has been respor
sible for the safe passage of billions
dollars worth of commerce through t
territorial waters of the Commonwealtl

* * CITATIONS * #
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE

U. 5. NAVY
HEADQUARTERS FIFTH NAVAL
DISTRICT

DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE,
FIFTH NAVAL DISTRICT
U. S. ARMY
ARMY SERVICE FORCES
ROYAL BRITISH NAVY
WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

VIRGINIA PILOT
ASSOCIATION

NORFOLK—NEWPORT NEWH

R. L. Counserman Jr., President

Pompano Beach, Fla., Moorchaven, Fla., Edison, N. J.
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF CENTRAL VIRGINIA

RODNEY A, JESSEE, President

Home Builders Association of Central
rginia, which received its charter on June 14,
60, has experienced continued growth in mem-
rship. Current membership stands at 151, and
of these are builder members. Attendance at
onthly membership meetings averages 125 to
. The Association has sponsored successful
rades of Homes; the Parade of Homes in 1973
hs featured in the Journal-Scope, an official
blication of the National Association of Home
ilders. This spring, HBA of Central Virginia
nducted a “'Buy Now” campaign. Mrs. Irene
reden serves as Executive Officer of the
bsociation, which maintains offices in the Cham-
r of Commerce Building in Lynchburg.

PENINSULA HOUSING AND
BUILDING ASSOCIATION

GEORGE W. MUMFORD, JR., President

Peninsula Housing and BA serves the cities
" Newport News, Hampton and Williamsburg,
d the Counties of York, James City, Gloucester
d Mathews. With a current membership of 208
ms, the Association recently moved to new of-
res in Executive Towers, South, Hampton.
ack H. Conway, Ir. serves as executive officer.
legular projects include publication of a monthly
partment Vacancy Report and the annual-
uide to Peninsula Living, and an annual
egistered Apartment Managers School. The
ssociation is involved with the Newport News
omeownership Association, a non-profit cor-
ration responsible for construction of ap-
oximately 100 homes sold under the FHA 235
ograms.
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LOCAL
ASSOCIATIONS

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY

Y =

EARLE W. GREENE, Presient

¢ Formed in 1967, HBA of Martinsville-
Henry County includes among its members a core
of active builders and associates who have helped
make the association a real voice in the com-
munity. Since the area is not one of large sub-
divisions, the Association’s activities are geared to
the needs of small builders and their associates.
HBA of Martinsville-Henry County is con-
sidering formation of an Apartment Owners
Council which will help attract to membership
builders and associates who own and operate
apartments. The organization also sponsors an
annual Parade of Homes.

BLUE RIDGE HOME BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION

RANDOLPH R. llllllT. Frerlidﬂli

®*  The Blue Ridge HBA was organized in 1963
by a half-dozen builders in the Albermarle —
Charlottesville area. Over the years the mem-
bership has grown to more than 50, including the
major builders and allied businesses in the area.
The Association has promoted and participated
in educational and legislative activities geared to
promote health, safety and sanitation standards.
The idea has been to bring home ownership to the
greatest number of citizens while dealing fairly
with employees, subeontractors and suppliers.
Several early presidents of Blue Ridge HBA are
still active in building in the area, and the
Association serves as a constant stabilizer to in-
sure industry standards.
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ROANOKE VALLEY
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Ly il £
FREDERICK W. FINNEY, President
*  The Roanoke Valley HBA celebrates its 20th
Anniversary this year. Chartered on May 15,
1955, this active association continues to grow
and has a current membership of 230. A major
undertaking in recent years has been the Annual
Home Show; in 1974 approximately 20,000 people
viewed the exhibits. The Association boasts an
outstanding Auxiliary that participates in many
civic and charitable projects throughout the year.
The accomplishments of this group were
recognized by three separate awards at the NAHB
Convention in Dallas in January. James A. Kent,
Jr., is executive officer of Roanoke Valley HBA;
offices are located at 1626 Apperson Drive,
Salem.

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF FREDERICKSBURG

BRUCE C. RHOADS, President

¢ The Home Builders Association of
Fredericksburg, chartered in 1966, has 90 builder
members and associates at the present time. This
year HBA of Fredericksburg has set as its major
project its first annual Parade of Homes. The
Association hopes to have as a feature of this
event a house erected by ten to fifteen builders.
Prizes will be given away during the parade, and a
three-weeks promotional program will be un-
dertaken to generate community interest in the
Parade.
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JONES MOTOR CAR CO., INC.
CADILLAC Service

2923 W. Broad St.

Sales

Phone 353-3951
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23230

RAY’S PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

Stucco — AcousTics

Ravymonp W. ELEy—Ouwner

4825 Manor Ave. Phone 484-1101

PORTSMOUTH, VA. 23703

Q. M. TOMLINSON, INC.

St. Reg. #274

General Contractors

CoONMMERCIAL [ NDUSTRIAL

Phone 703-345.0997 601 First Federal Bldg.

Roanoke, Va.

SINCE 1808
Va. ST. REG. #5451

L Tt

— INCORPORATED —
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
ROUTE NO. 13 NORTH « TELEPHONE: (301) 742-6151
SALISBURY * MARYLAND 21801

JAMES FOX & SONS, INC.

General Contractors

St. Reg. #1033

COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL — INSTITUTIONAL

Dial 264-2503

3914 Wistar Road P. O. Box 9726
RICHMOND, VA. 23228
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LOCAL
ASSOCIATIO

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

iy 4 iy
EDWARD R. CARR, President
*  Established in 1936, Northern Virginia B4
one of the oldest building industry tr
associations in the state. However, it was not u
the Association was merged with the Subur
Virginia HBA that it received its NAHB Cha
on October 11, 1971. From its original m
bership of nine general contractors and h
builders, Northern Virginia BA has grown t
current membership of 3525 builders
associates, with offices in McLean and a sta
seven. The Association has been active
legislative work at all levels of government,
has engaged in public education, research, ¢
service to members.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

W. NEIL TURNER, President

*  Serving Augusta, Rockingham and Shen
doah Counties, Shenandoah Valley HBA
chartered in 1970. Since its organization,
Association has made a special effort to
responsive to its members and their needs. R
projects have been centered around the activi
of the various planning commissions that ope
within the jurisdiction of the Association.
Association also conducts a program of mem
education concerning recent developments in
building industry. The Association currently h
membership of 40 builders and associates.
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF RICHMOND

LEE F. CONNER, President

Chartered with 16 members on April 20,
6, HBA of Richmond now has an active mem-
hip of 129 builder members and 366 associate
bers. John F. Davenport serves as executive
cer of the Association, which maintains offices
311 Westwood Avenue, Richmond. Important
grams on which the Association has worked
year include the Parade of Homes during
il, a “Buy Now'' advertising campaign, and
setting up of a Home Owners Warranty
gram. A Cost Study Committee is engaged in a
ey of builder members to consolidate in-

ation on building costs in an effort to assist

bers in implementing better building
cedures, and plans are underway to establish a
I technical library.

TIDEWATER
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

JOHN J. DIGGES, President

The geographic area covered by the
ewater Builders Association, which was
ed in 1956, includes the cities of Virginia
ch, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Chesapeake and
semond. TBA's membership has climbed to
) members, including 100 builders, and
bresents all facets of the construction industry.
e Ladies Auxiliary has been one of the most ac-
Bk in the country, and has won an un-
beedented three national awards as “‘Ladies
xiliary of the Year.” The TBA Scholarship
hindation, which has been in existence since
b6, has provided financial assistance to more
n 50 deserving students. The Foundation is
nced through construction of a Scholarship
use each year; the builder donates his time and

ch of the material and labor is donated by

ociates.
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA

N. DAVID PEMBERTON, President

*  HBA of Southside Virginia was organized by
local builders in the latter part of 1955, and was
chartered by NAHB in January, 1956. Since its in-
ception, the Association has grown to 220 mem-
ber firms and has become a viable force in the
community. Its many projects include an in-
volvement in local and state government, the
education of the public in the need for housing,
and provision of a scholarship to Richard Bland
College. Thomas Hartley serves as executive of-
ficer for the Association, with headquarters at
2225 E. Washington Street, Petersburg.

RAPPAHANNOCK
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

GEORGE B. ELLIOTT, President

*  One of the newest associations to join the
HBAV family, Rappahannock HBA was
organized in the spring of 1972 and was chartered
on January 8, 1973, Charter president George B.
Elliott still presides, and current membership in-
cludes nine builders and 12 associates. The
association serves the Counties of Essex, Mid-
dlesex, King and Queen, Richmond, West-
moreland, King George, Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland.

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF
DANVILLE-PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

/ t \ "
JAMES C. HENDERSON, Acting President

®  When organized in early 1970, the HBA of
Danville - Pittsylvania County had a membership
of 15 builders and four associates. A charter was
granted May 25, 1970, and Douglas Jones was
elected as the first president. Since that time
membership has grown to 16 builders and 25
associates, and an executive officer — William P.
Heffernan — was employed in December 1973.
The association has sponsored a yearly Parade of
Homes, and currently is involved in a membership
drive and in the organization of a Ladies
Augxiliary. Special advertising funds were raised
for a “'Buy-Now" campaign in April.

PATRICK COUNTY BUILDERS

AND CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

W. E. TERRY, President

®  Although the Patrick County Builders and
Contractors Association is the most recent ad-
dition to the HBAYV family, its members are active
and enthusiastic. Its membership includes 13
builders and five associates. The association was
chartered in 1973; organizers were interested in
getting builders and associates together to help
with problem solving and decision making both
on the local and national levels. Building activity
in the area served by the association is mainly
residential.

210 Craghead Street

DANVILLE ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC.

Electrical Contractors

INDUSTRIAL—COMMERCIAL—RESIDENTIAL
E. B. (Tom) Assort, President

DANVILLE, VA. 24541

Telephone 792-7022
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NEW DIRECTOR
ANNOUNCED FOR
VALENTINE MUSEUM

HENRY T. WICKHAM, president of
the Board of Trustees of the Valentine
Museum, has announced the selection
of Jean D. Kane, currently director of
the Tennessee State Museum, as direc-
tor of the Valentine Museum, effective
August 1, 1975.

Kane, who formerly served as
assistant director of the Valentine,
1968-72, will replace Robert B. Mayo,
director of the Museum since 1966.
Mayo, who announced his retire-
ment from the museum profession last
month, will go into private business in
Richmond.

Kane has recently completed the
program description and long-range
planning for the new $7.4 million Ten-
nessee State Museum in Nashville.

“l am returning to the Valentine
Museum eager to work on its expansion
program and to develop its community
services,”” Kane commented.

Kane is married and has
children.

two

BLANCHARD TO CHAIR
METRO RICHMOND C OF C

LAWRENCE E. Blanchard, Ir.,
executive vice president and chief finan-
cial officer of Ethyl Corporation, has
been elected chairman of the
Metropolitan Richmond Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors for the
1975-76 fiscal year. Mr. Blanchard is
also a director of the corporation and a
member of the executive committee. An
active citizen, Mr. Blanchard is a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of Over-
nite Transportation Company and
United Virginia Bankshares, Inc., both
of Richmond, and Brenco, Inc., of
Petersburg, Va. He succeeds Stuart
Shumate, president, Richmond
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad
Company, as chairman of the board.

Newman Hamblet, executive vice
president and director of operations for
Thalhimer Brothers, Inc., was named
chairman-elect. Mr. Hamblet serves as
a member of the board of the Central
Richmond Association, Metropolitan
National Bank and Golden Skillet Cor-
poration, and is a member of such civic
organizations as the Kiwanis Club of
Richmond, the Forum Club and the

Social Security & Medicare
Fact Sheet Available from BNA

YOUR NEW SOCIAL SECURITY
AND MEDICARE FACT SHEET.
1975 Edition, Revised to Reflect Cost-
of-Living Benefit Increases. Complete
information is available from: BNA
Books, 1231 25th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20037.

A completely updated addition of
your new social security and medicare
FACT SHEET is now available from
BNA Books, a division of The Bureau of
National Affairs, Inc. (BNA),
Washington, D. C. Over the years
organizations throughout the nation
have been distributing copies of the
FACT SHEET to their employees to
alert them to the changes Congress has
been introducing almost every year
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since the inception of the Social
Security program.

The FACT SHEET reflects the 8 per--
cent cost-of-living increase of June 1975
in a convenient, all-in-one-place Social
Security benefits chart showing mon-
thly retirement and/or disability
benefits, and monthly survivors’
benefits. It also provides a worksheet to
be used for the computation of average
annual earnings in work covered by
Social Security.

Medicare for the aged or disabled un-
der the Hospital Insurance Plan and the
Medical Insurance Plan is clearly ex-
plained in terms of what the plans
cover, what they do not cover, and the
eligibility requirements for each.
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Navy League of the United States.

Lee C. Tait will serve as vi
chairman of the Chamber board
directors. He is vice president of
Chesapeake and Potomac Teleph
Company of Virginia, a director of
company, president of the Virgi
Polytechnic Institute Alu
Association, a member of the Board
Trustees of Richmond Memor
Hospital and chairman of the Uni
Way of Greater Richmond.

The new officers began their terms
July 1, 1975.

The Chamber membership has el
ted 11 new directors to serve three-y
terms on the board effective June
1975. One third of the 30-mem
rotating board retires each year and
succeeded by 10 new directors. (
year an additional vacancy W
created when a director moved fr
Richmond.)

The new directors are:

Dr. Dorothy N. Cowling, vi
president for administrative affai
Virginia Union University
Richard W. Foster, preside
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life 1
surance Company, Inc.

Robert M. Freeman, senior vi
president, Bank of Virginia — Ce
tral

E. A. (Marty) Martinez, district sal
manager, Piedmont Airline
Carolyn M. McCue, M.D., preside
Richmond Academy of Medici
Inc.

Lewis N. Miller, vice chairman of
board, Miller Manufacturing C
Inc.

C. B. Robertson, III, vice preside
Luck Quarries, Inc.

E. Claiborne Robins, Jr., executi
vice president A. H. Robins Co., In

Ralph G. Roop, preside
Petroleum Marketers, Inc.
Charles Rosemann, gener

manager, Richmond Hyatt House
J. Kenneth Timmons, president,
K. Timmons & Assoc., Inc.
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VIRGINIA MUSEUM ANNOUNCES ACQUISITION
OF PAINTING BY CHARLES WILLSON PEALE

FOR THE SECOND time in less
an a month, the Virginia Museum
s announced the acquisition of a
ajor American painting.
The Museum announced July 6 the
irchase of a portrait by Charles
illson Peale that easily ranks as one of
e artist’s finest works. The painting,
Portrait of William Smith and
randson,”’ measures 51 3/8 inches by
1/4 inches and was completed in
pvember of 1788. The Museum is
rchasing the painting with funds
pm private sources. Although the
useum is a state agency, no state
venues are used for the purchase of

The announcement of the Peale
rchase followed closely the news last
onth that the Museum had been given
painting by Mary Cassatt, ‘‘Baby
paching for an Apple.” The painting
ns the gift of an anonymous donor.
Museum Director James M. Brown
nounced the acquisition, noting that
he Virginia Museum is proud to add
its collections on the eve of our
merican Bicentennial, this great work
one of America’s greatest artists.”
Brown also observed that he has
ten thought of Charles Willson Peale
much the same light as Thomas
fferson. “Both men were among the
st expressions of what we think of as
e ‘American Character.” Talented in
any different areas, each was
bdicated to making definite
hntributions to his country in his own
ay. Peale founded the first American
useum, was the progenitor of a family
great American artists and
ronicled the people and events of his
e with skill and honesty.”
The Museum's Curator, Pinkney
ear, said that the painting easily ranks
ong Peale’s top 50 works in terms of
E artistic quality. (The artist painted
er 1,100 portraits alone.) Among the
asons Near cited for its importance
ere the fact that it is among the artist’s
ast routine works and was obviously
hinted with great feeling.
“The painting is rich
terest,”” Near said,

in added
““such as
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architectural detail, landscape and still
life. There is strong character rendering
and vitality in both man and child and
both are very animated figures."”

Near also observed that the portrait is
far and away ‘‘the best painting in the
Museum’s 18th Century American
collection.”

Brown and Near both noted that it is
quite rare for a painting of this
importance by Peale to become
available in the art market. During the
past ten years, the sale of only one
Charles Willson Peale has been
recorded—a sketch for a self-portrait
done in 1822 sold in 1971.

The subject of the Museum’s new
portrait, William Smith, was a
successful Baltimore merchant who
lived from 1728-1814. His daughter,
Mary, married Otho Holland Williams,
a general in the Revolutionary War. It
was  General Williams who
commissioned Peale to paint the
portrait of his father-in-law.

Peale kept accurate records of each
of the sittings in his diary and from one
entry we learn that it was Smith’s
decision to have the artist include his
grandson in the painting, ““for which,”
Peale wrote, ‘I demand 7 Guineas.”

The painting was begun in early
October, 1788, and was finished on
November 3. The portrait was painted
at, and has for its background, Smith’s
estate near Baltimore, “Eutaw,”” named
for the Battle of Eutaw Springs, where
General Williams had led the Maryland
regiments in a decisive victory charge.

The palatial edifice directly behind
Smith in the painting is a device of the
artist's imagination, perhaps symbolic
of the sterling qualities of Smith
himself. The small house at the left is
the actual view of “Eutaw.’” The books
on the marble table in the painting
might represent the painter’s taste as
well as his subject’s.

Charles Willson Peale was born in
Queen Annes County, Md., on April 15,
1741. His career in art began in 1763
with lessons from his neighbor, the
established portraitist, John Hesselius.
Two years later, pressed by his Tory
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creditors for both his debts and his
patriotic views, Peale fled Maryland
with the Sheriff literally at his door.

He traveled to Boston where he
studied for a while with John Singleton
Copley. When he returned to Maryland,
the Annapolis gentry were so impressed
with his skills that they forgave him his
debts and even raised a fund so that he
could to to London and study with Ben-
jamin West.

He spent two years there, absorbing
West's neoclassical style and the new
ideals of social and political justice
associated with neoclassicism. In an
allegorical portrait of Pitt, he sounded a
warning to tyrants and he refused to
uncover when the coach of King George
I1I passed in the streets.

On his return to America in 1769,
Peale became at once the fashionable
portrait painter of the middle colonies.
He moved to Philadelphia in 1776,
entered wholeheartedly into the
Revolutionary movement and served
with the city militia in the Trenton-
Philadelphia campaign.

During his long life, Peale painted
portraits of almost all his great
comtemporaries. He did seven life
portraits of George Washington which
were repeated many times by himself
and other painters of his family.

The Museum’s new portrait of
William Smith and grandson, was
placed on display in the main tapestry
hall, where it will remain on temporary
view until it is placed in its permanent
location in the American Gallery.

Know the
Seven
Danger Signs of

Cancer!
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A Movie For A
Seasons

(From page 5)

T. S. Eliot, our great 20th cent
poet, showed the influence of the S
bolists, as did James Joyce and Ma
Proust in prose. Yet Eliot, w
writing out of intense subjectiv
evoked as had none before (or since)
fragmented soul of 20th cen
mankind. Many of his images in the
selves did not convey a spec
meaning: they conformed more to Pq
“*suggestive indefiniteness.”

When asked by students what cert]
phrases meant, Eliot would answer t
they had no meaning beyond t
imagery. But young academici
either impressed or tortured t
students by demanding the spec
meanings of Eliot's images, which
academicians claimed themselves
know — even if Eliot had not. The 1
dramatist, Eugene O’Neill, s:
derisively that he enjoyed reading
critics’ notices of his plays so that
could find out what they meant.

Even so, in all sorts of Engl
classes, studying all sorts of literat
some professors insist upon t
students discovering symbols where
one can be certain of an author’s inte
even when it's clear the author had
symbolism in mind. Although by no
has been repeated to the point
becoming a cliché, there is still truth
the remark made by the old professo
the class hot for symbolism in
violin: “l would like to remind yo
the professor said, “‘that the violin
also a musical instrument.” Thus,
academician’s “find the symbol” (
session is an exercise in futility precis
because the creators of serio
literature are approximating their o
inner states, in which even
selfconscious symbolism might be
thest from their minds.

The so-called “‘symbolism” in moti
pictures is a totally differd
proposition. Even where the he
director is the controlling factor, the
is no single creative individual co
municating his inner states of moc
sensation or emotion. The “symbo
are deliberately selected as a mea
presumably of making the film mc

Founded 18



rtistic,”” since many among the
unger generations regard pictures as
e art form which has supplanted
rature, at least for them. To those
rtured on literature, this is a self-
nscious aping through externals of a
ative process which by its nature was
conscious.

For Poe’'s ‘‘suggestive in-
finiteness,” which was for the Sym-
lists “‘an element of the true music of
try,”” the Modern pictures have their
n brand of indefiniteness. One of
ese elements is in the *“‘characters,” if
ch they can be called. Most of them
pear full-blown without any hint of
igins — such as antecedents,
ckground, personal history — and
ve no existence or characterization
yond their parts in the action.
nother element in the indefiniteness is
e unfolding of a non-story by oblique
proaches, with abrupt cuts and ellip-
al scenes between the non-characters.
vidently this method is intended to
ggest profundity and subtlety, but
ose of an Old Fashioned background
spect that the director’s torturous
chnique is simply obscuring the ab-
nce of any meaning or coherent story.
here is less there than meets the eye.
Of course, this does not apply to all
Ims made today. It applies to the most
itically praised of the quintessentially
odern, which are supposed to suggest
1 manner of nuances and meanings.
nly rarely any more am I lured by ex-
avagant reviews of such supposedly
w art forms., The last one was par-
cularly euologized for the beauty of its
nematography. It must be readily ad-
itted that the cinematography was in-
d a triumph, with all scenes shot in
stel colors as through gauze. But af-
r thirty or so minutes of unmotivated
aracters posturing in disconnected
enes, the “beauty” of the technique
egan to pall, no faintest interest was
foused in the goings-on and I sat in
lled stupor merely out of curiosity to
¢ how it would end. It ended with
eople shooting at one another.
‘But such triumphs of technique
ome of which, I must say, seem on the
hsy crafty side) really concern ex-
rnals, The deeper and more general
!aint of the Modern film, now heard
om persons of all ages, concerns the
1bject matter. Here the devotees of the

} tell the Virginia Story
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Old Fashioned film object chiefly to the
absence of stories. As an extension of
that, they miss stories dealing with
emotions between men and women, or
dealing with recognizable human
predicaments in individuals with whom
one can feel sympathy or even identity,
or in dealing with problems in families
(such as Americans saw on PBS
television in the Masterpiece Theater
series of ““Upstairs, Downstairs.”’)

What passes for inter-relationships
between men and women consists
mostly of casually meaningless sexual
episodes, sometimes shown with an ex-
plicitness which would indicate the
director was either trying to bring up-
to-date the old peep show or he was ad-
dressing some audience so ignorant of
human sexual behavior that diagrams
and slides were necessary to explain
what was going on. Frequently the
woman is object or victim, with no life
of her own, except when some horrid
anterior actions have made her into a
neurotic at best, at worst a monster.
When that rarity, a woman's story, oc-
curs, her problems on the screen are
closer to that of a case history than to
what we think of as something ap-
proaching the problems of a normal
life.

All too often, however, the Modern
film concentrates on stories of men. In
these, if a woman appears at all (which
often she does not), she is either a
passing fancy of the male on his way to
adventure or the homebody who acts
briefly and ineffectually as an im-
pediment to the male’s answering the
call of the wild. In all cases, the woman
is so hungrily grateful for the most con-
descending, passing attention of the
preoccupied male as to seem one of
life’s pathetic casualties rather than a
human adult in her own right. Where
the cast is all male, the understanding
between the tough-bitten self-sufficient
men can approach the completeness
and tenderness of that between a
married couple. In fact, if the Modern
films were taken as a serious com-
mentary on life, one would fear that
children were a thing of the past and
despair of the future of the human race.

That the Modern pictures can entice
women to act in many of them, or for
those not established to stay in the in-
dustry, is a tribute to the optimism and
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determination of the female sex. Not
only do male actors frequently get most
of the parts, and frequently get the
juiciest parts, but it is not uncommon
for a film to be built around a male
“star” who could not be considered an
actor by the kindest critics. Some of

these can be thugs, bringing
reputations in professional sports, since
they are required chiefly to scowl and
hit people and shoot off weapons. As
segments of the movie-going public
seem never to tire of this simulated
violence, makers of the more serious
films — those with pretentions to ad-
vancing a new art form — evidently find
it trendy or profitable, or both, to ape
the action films on a higher level of
technical values and more subtle
themes.

While this is the reaction of the
devotee of the Old Fashioned film, as
mentioned, many young women (in-
deed, women of all ages) voice the same
complaint about the absence of good
roles for females and the stereotype into
which many actresses are placed.
However, it is probably the older
generation which misses coherent
stories and especially those stories
dealing with male-female relationships
in which women exist as people in their
own right, with their own human
destinies.

This has no relation to the Woman's
Movement which gathered force in the
late 'sixties. Strong roles for women, or
at least good roles, as central to stories
featuring the inter-relationships bet-
ween men and women date back to the
silent films. In this, motion pictures
were only following the practice long
established on the stage, which
produced great female stars. (The first
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female role of “modern” times to an-
ticipate the Woman's Movement was
Ibsen's Hedda Gabler, in 1890.) So the
silent films had their great female stars
and many beguiling featured players.

From high school days, when we
sometimes ‘‘went to the movies’ in the
afternoon, the actresses who come im-
mediately to mind are Gloria Swanson,
who’s still around, Norma Talmadge,
with her placid beauty, and her brighter
spirited sister, Constance, who was a
fine comedienne, Bebe Daniels, the
beautiful and tragic Barbara LaMarr,
Lillian Gish, who is also still very much
around, and a lesser star, very pretty
Viola Dana, who 1is remembered
because of a trip she made to Rich-
mond.

Then there was a great stage actress,
Nazimova, who appeared in Camille,
featuring a new leading man named
Rudolph Valentino. I don’t know if this
picture was made before The Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse, in which
Valentino's supporting role started him
on the way to stardom, but Camille was
released first in Richmond, and 1
remember high school girls talking ex-
citably about Nazimova's leading man.
For in those far-off days, female stars
had ‘“leading men,” as there were
“leading ladies” for male stars.

Even the famous comedians —
Chaplin, Buster Keaton and Harold
Lloyd — each had his own leading lady.
Their roles were simple and sen-
timental, but at least they were neither

objects nor victims nor psychos, and
also we lived in a sentimental age. The
attractive young women, who served as
something of a love interest for the star
comedians, personified the romantic
fantasies which most of us held about
life, just as the women in serious
dramas suggested romantic fulfillment,
or love fulfilled in a “they lived happily
ever after”” dream.

This should not suggest that we were
purer than the young of today, only that
we were definitely more innocent.
However, in all our innocence, we had a
pretty good idea of what went on
between men and women without
having half-nude performers act it out
for us. To return, in another sense of
the phrase, to Poe’s “‘suggestive in-
definiteness,” I've always thought that
what was not shown in motion-pictures
or on the stage, as well as what is not ex-
plicated in detail in fiction, can be far
more effective in what is suggested for
the imagination to fill in. A classic
example of this is in Maugham'’s story,
Rain, and the play adapted from it, in
which I enjoyed the privilege of seeing
Jeanne Eagels.

In a seedy hotel, on the rainy Pacific
island of Pago Pago, Sadie Thompson,
a gauche and flamboyant strumpet, was
persecuted by the Reverend Davidson, a
missionary of unusual intolerance.
Davidson and his wintry wife, were so
affronted by Sadie’s flaunting of her-
self, accompanied by raucous tunes on
her record player, that the Reverend
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was diverted from his mission amg
the natives to a project of convert
Sadie away from her sinful ways. Si
she had a prison term awaiting her
San Francisco, Davidson urged her
return voluntarily to serve her thr
year sentence as an act of atoneme
through which punishment she could
purified and, in effect, rece
everlasting mercy.

Poor Sadie, gradually beaten do
by the force of Davidson’s powerful p
sonality, and numb with terror, agrg
to the proposition. Her gramophd
grew silent, her gaudy costumes fell i
disarray and for days she had not
her room as she awaited the last ni
before the arrival of the San Franci
boat. On that last night, Davidson s
to fellow-passengers staying at
hotel, “Her soul, which was black
night, is now pure and white like
new-fallen snow.”

On the fateful morning when
boat was due, a terrible hubbub brc
out among the hotel’'s guests.
Reverend Davidson had been fo
dead at the water’s edge, his throat
from ear to ear, and the razor still in
right hand. When a doctor was ret
ning with Mrs. Davidson to the ho
they were shocked to hear Sad
gramophone blaring away as befi
Sadie, in all of her recently discarc
finery, was laughing with a sailor in
doorway of her room. The doc
rushed by them, removed the rece
and demanded to know what she \‘
doing.

“Say, doc,"” she answered,"'you (
that stuff with me. What the hell
you doing in my room?"’

When he asked what she mea
Sadie looked at him in indescriba
scorn and spoke with contemptu
hatred.

The story ends with her answer ¢
in the play the curtain comes down w
her answer.

She said, ““You men! You filthy, d
pigs! You're all the same, all of y
Pigs! Pigs!”

»

I submit that this powerful end
would be weakened if scenes revea
Davidson tearing off his clothes ;
Sadie's in the throes of lust, and t
showing the collapse of his self-im
without which he could not face
world.
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his, of course, is the opinion of one
conditioned to the use of the
gination that explicitness actually
oys any subtlety. It is possible that
those habituated early to the
dern film the imaginations might
e been impaired; also, where scenes
e not been shown explicitly, there
bht be a tendency to look for some
bolism."”
hen, the Modern film devotees,
ecially among the young, have grown
ustomed to the explicit scenes con-
ing partial nudity and simulated
al exercises, which evidently satisfy
e need in themselves. When the
ption of love between two civilized
ilts has been discounted in motion
ure fare, it is natural that the
sical would appeal to viewers con-
oned at best to transient relation-
PDS.
By the same token, Sadie’s curtain
ech today would have to contain ob-
nities to make the point. Here again,
ong the younger viewers, some
isfaction must be derived from
iring shouted on sound-track am-
iers the foul language that only
ently has been permissible in pic-
es, on the stage and in the printed
d. This satisfaction is evident from
speed and completeness with which
permissiveness became a fashion,
n a box-office necessity. In novels
e finds coarse expressions scattered
ough the pages needlessly and ar-
rarily, as if such a sprinkling of once
bidden words was demanded for
sons of modernity.
By the attitude expressed above, I am
omatically cast among the yearners
the Old Fashioned emphases and
ues in pictures, as well as in novels.
t it is wrong to assume that all those
o prefer the Old Fashioned values in
tures, or fiction, are prudish and
ily shocked. One’s sensibilities can
offended without the person being
bcked. Since these sensibilities are
ked largely (although by no means en-
ely) on the standards of taste
bvailing at different periods, to an ex-
t the Old Fashioned sensibilities
uld be a generational thing. But only
an extent.
or instance, when I was growing up,
ertainly heard among boys many
es over every currently fashionable

tell the Virginia Story

word. These words were often used ex-
perimentally, as if a boy was trying out
the forbidden, in the same spirit of
trying out a cigarette which some kid
had filched from an adult. Some of the
words also exploded in quarrels. Some
boys never used any of the words and no
boy's vocabulary was characterized by a
flow of vulgar words. Needless to say, 1
heard none of the words in my family
nor in “mixed company.”’

As an adult, I never had an intimate
whose vocabulary was characterized
by coarse language, and I had some
friends whom I never recall using coarse
words at all. I first heard women use ob-
scenities when I was in Hollywood in the
late 'thirties, but I never felt at ease
when obscenities were used in mixed
company.

In the period before World War 11, 1
trequented Costello’s famous Third
Avenue establishment, where gathered
writers, editors, literary agents, ad-
vertising men and visiting Irishmen, an
uninhibited crew if there ever was one.
From about four-thirty until around
eight its long bar was packed two deep,
with some of the customers really
pouring it down. Yet, only rarely would
vulgarity be heard. In contrast to most
customers, there was one regular known
for his foul mouth. He spoke in a soft
voice, always grinning, as if his flow of
obscenities was funny. This man was
generally avoided, not out of any cen-
sure, but because his unamusing con-
versation did offend the sensibilities of

adults of that period.

This experience in one vanished
period’s standards of taste would
probably be typical, in which the
notably foul-mouthed, like the
customer at Costello’s, would be ex-
ceptions. This typicality would also in-
dicate a standard of taste which was
primarily generational although of
course other factors enter. But where
these factors have tended to confirm the
generation’s standards, the subscribers
to those standards can be (and fre-
quently these days are) offended by all
manner of divergences from or
violations of them, which would have
nothing whatsoever to do with
vocabularies or with anything that
could be considered ‘‘shocking.” The
sensibilities that can be offended have
become lifetime ingrained habits of
taste.

Since such sensibilities usually, at
present, seem to exist in the older
generations, though by no means
always, many of the older generation
simply avoid experiences, such as the
Modern film and many novels, where
the rewards do not justify having the
sensibilities offended. Maybe there are
not enough of them around to appeal to
the profit-motive in producers (or
publishers), who do seem in thrall to the
artsy crafty that strains of all things to
be mouveau and fashionable. Yet, it
might be that a segment of potential
customers, the OFs, are being neglec-
ted.

P. O, Box 984

SERVING THE SOUTHEAST
DesicNERS & MANUFAGTURERS OF BANK AND STORE INTERIORS

STATESVILLE
FIXTURE CORPORATION

Phone: 704-872-5826

STATESVILLE, N. C. 28677
Offices & Factory 512 Monroe St.

HeaTing AND AR CONDITIONING

Dial 804-295-5186

TV, ApPPLIANCES

Weathertron Heat Pumps

@ A Good Name to Specify

Ray Fisher & Ron Martin, Inec.

323 W. Main St.

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.
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JAMES N. BERRY
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
INC.

Better Built Homes

Residential — Commercial
=

St. Reg. #A4-8067

Phone
497-1019 or 497-1010

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. 23462

MASSAPONAX
Sand & Gravel Corp.

READY-MIXED CONCRETE

WASHED SAND AND GRAVEL

Main Office & Plant
Fredericksburg, Virginia
(703) Phone 373-3841

Distribution T erminal

TRIANGLE, VIRGINIA
(703) Phone 875-5645

If you're looking for a fund-raising project during the Bicentennial,
here’s a beautiful idea. And a very profitable one.

The handscreened ceramic file, pictured above (actual size 4 x 6")
is made by a unique process at Mid-State Tile Company.

Special photographs of schools, churches, or historic sites are hand-
screened on the tiles for a permanent image. (An-antiqued rust on a
white glaze gives the tiles an aged appearance.)

The oval tiles are suitable for hanging. Or they can be used as hot
pads or paperweights.

You have to see the quality of these handsome tiles to really appre-
ciate their sales potential. They’re available at wholesale prices. And you
or your organization can make as much as 100 percent profit.

So send us $1.00, and we'll send you a sample, along with complete
information.

EN NSNS NS SNSRI E NSNS EEEEEEEES
Gentlemen:
Enclosed is $1.00. Please send me a sample Bicentennial tile.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE/ZIP

MID-STATE TILE COMPANY
PO. Box 627 Lexington, North Carolina 27292




Underground phone cables.
But "*’s hard to know where they are.
Or aren’t. And if you’re digging, you
could accidentally cut some.

Then everything stops. A lot
of phone service. And your crew.

So find out where under-
ground phone cables are,_
before you dig. After___
all, our roots keep &
a lot of phones alive &4 §
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Mr. James Bailey

The American Institute of

Architects, 1735 N.Y. Ave
Washington, DC 20006
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Before you dig, call us.
Northern Virginia

call collect . . . .301-559-0100
Newport News 804-838-5136
Norfolk .. 804-625-9971
Richmond . . : - : .5+ - 804-648-9111
Roanoke . 703-344-9973
—_ Other areas in
““AVirginia call local
‘ARepair Service
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