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Save for something special at
Franklin Federal!

interest, monthly or quarterly, in a passbook
account. That way, you'll be eaming interest on your
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highest interest the law allows any savings association  invested: every cent is insured by the FSLIC up to =T h
to pay.* And there are no management fees whatsoever.  $40,000 \—
Second, although Federal  So give us a call, or stop by any of our 6 convenient i

regulations prohibit the compounding of intereston  offices to get the current interest rate on our 6 month
these certificates, we can automatically deposit your  money market certificate

Furfeiture of all interest 1s required in the event of early withdrawal from these certificates.)
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Main Office: 7th 8 Broad Streets. Branch offices at Village Shopping Center. Azalea Mall
Southside Plaza, East Gate Mall, ond Mechanicsville. Telephone 644-5431. Member FSLIC

Raymond (. Hawkins Construction Company, Inc.

Highway Grading & Concrete
Construction Structures
Route 2 - Box 135 C Catlett, Va. 22019 Dial 394-2437 or 591-7371

Specification Crushed Stone For Safer Highways

RAPID, DEPENDABLE DELIVERIES

e RIP-RAP e SCREENINGS

e MANUFACTURED CONCRETE STONE
e CONCRETE SAND Forty Years Service to the Construction Industry.

Basic Materials for Modern Construction.

Vulcan Materials Company

MIDEAST DIVISION/P.O. BOX 4195  WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 27105
TELEPHONE (919) 767-4600

Sales Offices: Asheville, N.C. - Raleigh, N.C. - Winston-Salem, N.C.
Danville, Va. - Richmond, Va. - Springfield, Va.

R e .  _ _mme s o o g




AN INDEPENDENT PUBLICATION
FOUNDED 1878
TO TELL THE VIRGINIA STORY

/ /
S VL =Sy
» o
Vs —-.— 2 = 0 o, B T
(ISSN 0042-6768)

ublished Monthly at the State Capital
By Virginia Publishers Wing, Inc.

“Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va.”

ITORIAL OFFICES: 301 EAST FRANKLIN STREET

Phones: 644-6717 or 644-2722

Vol. 102 — No. 5

May 1980

JOE H. YOUNG
Executive Editor

ANITA R. BRENNAN
Associate Editor

GUY FRIDDELL
Our
Roving Observer

rginia Record is an independent publication cooperat-
with all organizations that have for their objectives the
are and development of Virginia. While this publication
ies authoritative articles and features on statewide and
| industries, business, governmental and civic organiza-
s they are in no other respect responsible for the
hents hereof

Subscriptions
1 Year $5 — 2 Years $8.50
3 Years $12

Per Copy 75¢
Plus Tax and Postage

Address All Mail to
VIRGINIA RECORD
.0 Drawer 2-Y, Richmond, Va. 23205

tell the Virginia Story

IN THIS ISSUE

Guy Friddell — Qur Roving ODSEerver ............ccoieeiseeneannanninasnns 7

THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
The Decade of the Seventies — by Commissioner S. Mason Carbaugh ...... 8

The Planning and Development Unit . . . Past, Present and Future

By PAMEle L RBRIOUE 006 o00i 7308 vamus foses s 5 s swama saemscs 10
Office of Consumer Affairs — A Decade of Consumer Protection

by Rebecca Willoughby Sirles. .......oouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaees 12
Administration — A Decade of Progress — by Pamela L. Rexrode ......... 14

Animal Health and Dairies . . . Advances in the '70s are Stepping Stones

To the '80s — by Rebecca Willoughby Sirles ...t 16
The Division of Markets — Meeting the Needs of the Marketplace

by Raymond L. SChréiner. . ..c.sivmsssmns converinscoersesonreesssnis 18
The 1970s: Increased Activities for PAIR — by Mb Brewster Lally.......... 21

THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

The Status of Virginia's Highway Progam — by Albert W. Coates.......... 24
Take a GOOD Look at Your State Highway Map —

by Donna Purcell Mayes. . .....civivisssvisisnmnnvontsomnnsssnaresss 26
Ferry Services in Virginia — by Eddie Reid ..............cocooiiiiiiinn, 29
Covered Bridges — A Link to the Past — by Joseph L. Presbrey Jr......... 30

Assessing the Importance of Rail Transportation in the Commonwealth ... .33

AR 10/ AAVETHBAES .. oo erimin:e sivmsiiaman pre. sie s a5 5 555000 EEATH AR SO0 3 & 38

ON OUR COVER is East Humpback Bridge, located three miles west of Covington
on U. S. 60. This “granddaddy” of the state's remaining covered bridges has
been maintained as a part of a five-acre highway wayside since 1954. It is
featured in the article on page 30 of this issue. (Photo by W. T. Heath, courtesy of
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The Good Earth of
North CarolinaIsYielding
the Most Beautiful
Quarry Pavers mtheWorld

In the sandhills
of North Carolina,
about halfway :
between the Great
Smoky Mountains
and the Atlantic
Ocean, is the tiny
and picturesque  SESEE
community called S
Mount Gilead.

At one time,
Indian craftsmen
molded pottery = =
from the rich clay found at the site
of Mount Gilead.

Today, at this very same site,
Mid-State makes Carolina Colony
Quarry Pavers from the clay.

'The unusual qualities of the
clay at this vast natural resource
of ours, along with our special way
of making these quarry pavers,
give them an almost hand-crafted
appearance.

We'e proud of the product
that we make at Mount Gilead.

flashed red, brown or buckskin,

But right now,
the demand exceeds
the supply. So we
are building a new
plant which will
enable us to triple
production over the
§ next few months.

§  And weTe sure
you will want to
specify Carolina
Colony Quarry
Pavers. In antiqued

with new colors to come.

Carolina Colony Quarry Pavers.

Once you've worked with
them, or seen them in a finished job,
you won't be happy with anything
less than the warm, natural beauty
of these new, old-looking quarry
pavers from Mid-State.

And the good earth of North
Carolina.

EMID:-STATE TILE COMPANY

PO. Box 1777, Lexington, North Carolina 27292




With this issue, we are pleased to
introduce a new bi-monthly feature —our
Roving Observer, in the person of Guy
Friddell.

Mr. Friddell is a well-known columnist
and author and we are sure his observa-
tions will prove to be an enjoyable and
informative addition to the VIRGINIA
RECORD

D tell the Virginia Story

Guy Friddell
our

Roving Observer

The Ideal Bedside Book

| WOULDN'T think of retiring for the night without a stack of books on the bedside table to stand
between me and the goblins. It's not that I have insomnia; | justcan’'t go to sleep. At least, Ican'tgo to
sleep after waking at3a.m. and starting to think about all the things that | should and shouldn’thave
done. Sometimes just the assurance that the books are there, a troop of friends to come to the rescue
in the long hours before the dawn, is enough.

The other day | discovered the ideal bedside book, many books in one, in fact: The Encyclopedia of
Southern History, edited by David C. Roller and Robert W. Tryman and published by the Louisiana
State University Press in Baton Rouge, 70803.

To help measure the impact of this book you need a ruler, literally. The volume is about three
inches thick, eight inches wide, 10 inches tall, half as big, then, as a cinderblock and about as heavy.
It contains 2,900 individually signed and cross-referenced articles by 1,130 scholars. It has more
than a million words spread indouble columns across 1,421 pages, and it cost $§75 and is worth every
penny of if, particularly when you can't go to sleep at three o'clock in the morning.

Oh, and another thing, it is absolutely impartial.

An intriguing aspect of this book is that in a day when television and the federal government are
bent on homogenizing the United States as quickly as possible there could be a demand for a
regional encyclopedia.

I can't think of any other part of the country that would lend itself to being singled out for so broad
areference work. Can you conceive of The Encyclopedia of Northern History? How would you begin
to define the North? Anything beyond the Mason-Dixon Line? the New England States, of course,
would qaulify, but how far west would you go?

Perhaps you could justify anencyclopedia of the Mid-West. There's a sameness there, a flatness, a
down-to-earthness in the heartland of the nation. One thinks of Grant Wood's portrait of the lean,
flinty faces of the farm couple in “American Gothic.” That said it all. One suspects that the
encyclopedia would also be spare and puritan.

But there's nothing flat about the tumultuous South. The nation was founded here — and very
nearly destroyed, too. And because the South supplied most of the leaders in the formation of the
Union and then was the arena for the battles in the war that almost disrupted the Union, it has stood
apart. Especially the losing of the Civil War, or as old hands insist on calling it, The War Between the
States, was a shared experience that brought the Southern states together solidly. Robert E. Lee
advised us to forget, but it is much easier to dismiss Victory than to put aside Defeat. Bruce Catton
called the Civil War “America’s Hamlet."”

Notations about Civil War battles swirl throughout the book. Virginia is well-represented, since
two-thirds of the War's engagements were foughtin the Commonwealth. There's a segment on all the
names by which the War was known, concluding with the most poignant, “a succinctly mournful
Plains Indian expression: Brother-Brother War."” (Continued on page 37)
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THEDECADE OFBTHE SEVENTIES

Commissioner S. Mason Carbaugh

AS WE REVIEW the just completed decade of
the seventies, the words of Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jr. come to mind, “When | want to
understand what is happening today or try to
decide what will happen tomorrow, | look back.”

A look back at the 1970s brings us a list of
today’s concerns that will surely face us tomor-
row: ever increasing inflation, environmental
anxieties, energy needs, consumer concerns
and uncertainty in our agricultural markets

None of these items are new, but all have
seemed to grow in importance in recent years.
This is not to say that we haven't made progress
in finding solutions. Certainly our 100th birth-
day in 1977, marking a century of progress.
pointed out the considerable accomplishments
of the thousands of men and women who over
the years have been a part of the department’s
successful programs, created to meet the needs
of all citizens and the requirements of the laws
administered by VDACS.

These were certainly noted when we received
a new name in the '70s: Agriculture and Consu-
mer Services.

Other articles in this issue will explain in more
detail the work planned, carried out and antici-
pated for the future. What we would like todo is
offer a broad overview of the past ten years.

It became obvious at the beginning of the
decade that environmental needs were going to
be of primary interest. The proper use of our
water, land and air had become a universal con-
cern. Many of the ongoing programs of the
department received added attention by the
general public: food inspection, pesticide regu-
lation, insect controls, medicated feeds, gaso-
line and weights and measures, just to mention
a few. A proper balance between human food
needs and the protection of our environment
had to be developed.

As the decade began, the department estab-
lished an Environmental Planning Commitee to
take acloser look atland use, chemical applica-
tions, pestcontrols, animals disease prevention
programs. Inshort. they were to look atall areas
of the environment.

Land use planning was indicated as animpor-
tant need. It is the land-based industries of our
state that created the food and fiber for our very
existence and, as had often been said, our land
is the basis for our economy. So it was only
natural that this would be a starting point.

To protect our prime agricultural lands two
laws were created, the Land Use Tax Assess-
ment Act and the Agricultural and Forestal Act
Both of these efforts left the decision for the
protection of the lands in the hands of the local
governments. Most |ocalities have seen the
need for adoption of one or the other of these
approaches to maintaining proper use of our
land.

We became cancerned, not only with the way
Virginians were using the land, but the possible
effect of foreign buyers and what their owner-
ship would mean to our land values and future
ownership patterns. Reports on the status will
be made periodically.

The proper use of our land also called for a
study of the use of various chemicals and their
possible lasting effects. This resulted in the

8

Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services
having greater responsibility over the regula-
tion and use of pesticides then on the market
and the banning of those that were considered
to have possible long-range effects on the
environment. The Pesticide Applicators Act
brought the use of chemicals under even closer
control and the development of programs using
biological controls pointed toward an inte-
grated pest management concept

The tarmer as the custodian of the land real-
izes more than any other segment of our society
the importance of maintaining a proper balance
in order to reach and maintain continuous pro-
duction, so he is perhaps more anxious than any
other person to keep that proper balance. At the
same time it has become more evident during
the decade of the '70s that broader public inter-
est must be considered

There are some areas in production that the
farmer can control, but he faces many unknown
factors in his efforts to grow our food and fiber
Perhaps the one event that underscored this
more than any other occurred in 1977. This was

“The farmer can only
exist if there is a consumer.
The consumer can only
exist if there is a farmer.
Only when both find their
needs met will we have a
strong economic base of
benefit to all Virginia.”

adisastrous year for many Virginia farmers due
to a combination of economic pressures and
adverse weather. The winter of 1976 was ex-
tremely cold with a late spring freeze followed
by a severe summer and an early fall drought
which caused substantial losses in farm
income.

Emergency loans. transportation and eco-
nomic programs all helped, but to this date not
all farmers have recovered their financial loss.
We have had good crops in the past few years,
record soybean and corncrops last year. but the
increasing cost of farm equipment and supplies
are making it more difficult each year to main-
tain a profitable operation. Most everything the
farmer buys for production has at leastdoubled
since 1972.

The key to farm production is marketability If
the markets at profitable prices are available,
the farmer will step up production. If the mar-
kets are not available, naturally he will curtail
his plans.

The effort to find and develop markets for
Virginia grown commodities has been of the
primary goals of VDACS. We were one of the
first states to form an international trade team

VIRGINIA RECORD

to find new overseas opportunities. Virginia
course, is just one of the many states, butw
all of the farm produce from across the na
reaches foreign shores it helps strengthen
balance of payments. As Time magazine
cently stated, “Americans take justified prid
high technology exports like computers or
planes, but the largest U.S. sales abroad by
are agricultural products; they account for j
over one-fifth of all U.S. exports.”

Although these overseas markets are
tremely important, the supplying of food 3
fiber to America’s two and a quarter mill
people comes first. Many of the problems in
U.S. market place are closely attuned to tra
portation and energy—energy to transport 4
energy to produce

A good example of the difficulties of tra
porting goods to market can be found on
Eastern Shore which for many years has b
called the Garden Spot of the East. Not ma
people realize that Virginia ranks fifth in
country in sweet potato production, eight
tomatoes, ninth in cucumbers, eleventh inc
bage, twelfth in snap beans or sixteenth inw
potatoes. The bulk of this production is in
eastern area of the state and the Eastern Shq

But transportation by rail for many prod
tion items has been extremely tenuousinrec
years with the curtailment of rail transportat
and the unavailability of trucks at harvest i
The department has been working totrytoc
tinue rail service in this area and has b
instrumental in setting up schedules for tru
to move produce and farm commodities
market. Although we have met basic needs d
ing the 70s, there would be an even gred
problem area in the '80s as energy continueg
play an ever increasing role in the needs
agriculture. The gasoline dislocation of the”
was only a harbinger of the future.

One of the assignments given to the depa
ment as the 70s drew to a close was to deve
methods of. creating markets for, and an in
estin the use of gasohol. Although this may
be the final answer to some of our energy pr
lems, and there are many positives as well
negatives in the use of alcohol as a fuel, at
moment it presents our best immediate alter
tive to the use of 100 percent gasoline
energy.

Wecanonly be optimistic aboutits chances
supplying a part of our answer, but at the sa
time it will require a great deal of effort 3
money to be successful. Individual farmers
have to make the decision as to the best met
of production on their individual farms. Ot
business enterprises in the state will have
determine the amount of time and effort t
can supply that will be most beneficial to th
and to the citizens of Virginia in developing ¢
alternative fuel source.

Perhaps the one area of concern by man
the possible use of corn to make ethanol (et
alcohol or grain alcohol). The basic idea for
use of corningasohol productioncame from
corn states of the West where for many yea
with abundant production. they werelooking
anotheruse fortheir surplus grain. But there 2
other sources of ethanol. It can be produd
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“The key to farm production is marketability. If the markets at profitable prices are available,
the farmer will step up production. If the markets are not available naturally he will curtail his
plans.”

other starchy agricultural products. There
Iso the good possibility of using Methanol
wood alcohol) which can be produced from
e fibrous material such a forest products,
d chips, corn stalks, coal and other pro-
ts. We are not the only country interested in
technique. In South America, Brazil has been
e forefront of development of alcohol as a
and is rapidly converting to this source.
ir effort is well worth monitoring.
ne of the interesting facets of the depart-
t's work in the 70s was brought about by
great interest in consumerism. At the begin-
of the decade a number of people tried to
sent the theory that the farmers and the con-
ers were two different and disparate enti-
,butthe lastten years have underscored not
r differences but their similarities.
hereis no doubt that the Virginia Department
Agriculture and Consumer Services was
ated in 1877 to help the farmer. Butitis inter-
ng to note that the first assignment given to
department was to aid the farmer as a con-
er and to protect his interests when he pur-
sed fertilizer. Over the years as more assign-
ts were given to the department relating to
ers, many if not all of these assignments
benefited the consumer in some way.
the department can develop new markets
farmers, this will increase production and in
will bring more commodities to marketata
ter price for the consumer. If we can find the
wers to our present day environmental con-
ns, we will have answers for all aur citizens.
farmer canonly existif there is a consumer.
consumer canonlyexistif thereis a farmer
y when both find their needs met will we have
trong base of benefit in all Virginia.
he clean slate of the '80s stretches out before
There can be nodoubt that some of the basic
cerns of the decade just past will spill over
the present. If gasohol does not prove to be .
ajor answer, it will at least be the first defi- AR ;
step in finding the answer. Environmental Commissioner S. Mason Carbough and friend
trols will help us preserve our prime agricul-
| land. We will have streams and rivers of
h quality. New marketing technigues will
Id a basis for a stronger agriculture. Land
B laws will help make a better climate for the
mers to desire to remain in production.
n spite of all of the concerns that face us
ay, there can only be a feeling of optimism.
t that the '80s waon't offer a great number of
hllenges, but that they can be surmounted.
B Virginia Department of Agriculture and
nsumer Services over the years has never
en up in its quest to carry out all of its
Eignments, facing problems as they arise,
Veloping plans to avoid problems where pos-
le, and by so doing making Virginia a better
ce to live for all of us.

Penn Line Service, Inc.  -w

Public Utilities & Electrical Specialists in Seeding & Muliching & Guard Ralls

Phone (412) 887-9110 SCOTTDALE, PENNSYLVANIA Corner of Scottdale & State
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The Planning and Development Unit
Past, Present and Future

By Pamela L. Rexrode, Information Technician

THE Planning and Development Unit, which
was established in February of 1975, servesas a
staff to assist the Commissioner's office in all
areas of agricultural program and policy devel-
opment, economic analysis, and environmental
agricultural resources advice. In addition to aid-
ing the Commissioner’s office, they assist agri-
business and rural communities in areas of pro-
gram planning and development. The Unit also
furnishes advice and services to legislative
commissions and agricultural re-lated projects
and resources in Virginia. In order to carry out
its responsibilities, the P&D Unit operates within
the following interdisciplinary functional areas:
program and policy development and economic

analysis; agricultural finance and credit; agri-
cultural opportunities: rural resource services:
and environmental and resource planning
Since its evolution, the P & D Unit has worked
intensely in areas of environmental and re-
source planning. As a result of that concern,
they have conducted studies and analyses on
land applications of sludge projects in Virginia
and provided research information and advice
to state and local governments regarding land
application of sludge. The staff provides land-
use planning data and analysis and current
information on Agricultural and Forestal Dis-
trict Acts and Forest Investment Acts to local
governments and citizens They alsodesigneda

Cornmash fermenting in 5,300 gallon vats, the second step in producing ethinol. The unit’s current
projectis promating the production and marketing of ethinol to be used in the production of gasohol.

10
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methodology for estimating types and amou
of energy used by farmers and agribusinessa
update this information yearly

The staff has worked extensively on assisti
agribusinessinthe financial aspect. Incoope
tion with the Governor's Agricultural Cre
Committee, the unit published an Agricultu
Credit Handbook for farmers, bankers, a
other credit institutions. They also initiated
memorandum of understanding with t
Farmers Home Administration to aid farmers
acquiring real estateloans. Asignificantacco
plishment was conducting a two year study {
“Capacity Building Needs of Rural AreasinV
ginia.” The National Science Foundation fund
this study and Virginia was selected to be
model in determining the needs of rural gover
ments and ways to improve the effective wor
ing relationships withinthe context of “Federg
ism.” The study recommended procedures f
more effective capacity building at local leve
and more effective use of available resources
response to citizen needs. Other major acco
plishments in this area included establishing
Farm Management Team to promote the use
automated systems in farm record keeping
order to improve capabilities in farm manag
ment. The unit also assisted in developing
model management plan for the Chippok
Plantation Farm Foundation

In other areas, the staff provides membersh
and support to local and rural government a
offers advice to legislative committees ai
other agencies of government on agricultur
and rural related issues. Some committees thd
served on and provided expertise to, include:

Governor's Local Government Adviso
Committee,

Governor's Econometric Task Force,

Governor's Food and Nutrition Task Force, g

Governor's Agricultural Credit Commitiee,

Governor's Migrant and Seasonal Farm-
workers Commiitee,

Secretary of Commerce and Resources’ Rur
Development and Capacity Building Co
mittee

In addition to these responsibilities, the sta
prepares ayearly report for the governor on thy
State of the Industry of Agriculture with proje
tions of the agricultural economy for the ne
year. Recently, the unit provided total sta
directionand analysis to the Agricultural Oppo)
tunities Commission on a study of the long-r
profitability of agriculture in Virginia. Suppo|
will continue in implementing and carrying o
recommendations of the study. Their curref
project is to study and provide guidelines co
cerning the production and marketing of indu
trial alcohol to be used in the production (
gasohol.

Over the years, since the establishment of
Planning and Development Unit, the departme
has provided leadership and expeitise lo f
state while improving the total environment fg
agricultural and rural committees
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dr. Berkwood M. Farmer

THE economic importance of Vir-
ginia's farm economy is projected to
increase during the 1980s. Increased
commodity production and cash
receipts are expected for crops and
livestock farmers. However, our
farmers will be more concerned about a
reasonable profit in the 1980s than they
were in the 1970s. Inflation is expected
to cause farm production costs to rise
faster than increases in farm commod-
ity prices; and increased environmental
and energy concerns, and federal regu-
lations will create more problems asso-
ciated with the four basic inputs
required to produce food and fiber, i.e.,
land, labor, capital and management.

During the 1980s, local governments,
farmers, agribusiness firms, and farm
organizations will need more timely and
factual information and data, assist-
ance in ecanomic analysis, and general
planning in such areas as the preserva-
tion of farm land, alternative types and
supplies of energy, non-point source
pallution, recycling animal and munici-
pal wastes back to the land, farm labor
and credit, and production and market-
ing of crops and livestock in light of
changing warld markets and federal
farm programs. These resource and
environmental issues will receive mare
attention from the Planning and Devel-
opment Staff during the 1980s. Some
specific trends regarding the four basic
farm inputs are:

—Land: The preservation of production
farm and forest land will gain more
support from farmers, citizens and all
levels of government. Increased taxes,
foreign investments and an increasing
population in Virginia will increase the
demand for various uses of the finite
land resources.

H .

Berkwood M. Farmer, Ph.D.
Chief Economist and Director
of Planning & Development

—Labor: Safety and health regulations,
the threat of organized farm-workers,
and competition for labor from non-
farming businesses will receive
increased attention on the part of farm
managers and farm owners.

—~Capital: Projected high interest rates
and high cost of farm land and other
farm production items will continue to
cause farm production expenses to rise
during the 1980s.

—Management: Farms managers will
continue to live with a cost/price
squeeze. In addition, the complexities of
farm management will increase.

The Planning and Development Staff
will continue to assist the Commission-
er's Office in maintaining the Depart-
ment's role as a leader and spokesman
for Virginia agriculture.

Wetsel Seed Co., Inc.

Growers, Processors and Cleaners
of All Farm Crops
ESTABLISHED 1911
HARRISONBURG, VA.
Phone 434-6753
Specializing In Lawn Grass Mixing

FARM & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
* ALUMINUM ROOFING. SIDING.
AND ACCESSORIES
© PRESSURE TREATED-POSTS,
POLES & LUMBER
® ANIMAL EQUIPMENT
® LIGHTNING PROTECTION
® CATTLE GUARDS

Call 343-9386
2944 Orange Ave., NE
460 East - Roanoke, Va.

THE
BATH COUNTY
NATIONAL BANK

Phone 839-2621
Member: F.D.1.C. & F.R.S.

Hot Springs, Va. 24445

Service Contracting of Virginia

Painting & Plastering
Commercial — Industrial

Routie 2 - Box 340

Phone 703-639-2195

Radford, Va. 24141

5g£nﬂn¢]1}d[;’-3 ‘.Dnide
* DAIRY PRODUCTS *

Valley of Virginia
Milk Producers
Co-operative

Association

Richmond
Harrisonburg
Woodstock
Winchester
Front Royal

Magic City Spri J
Springfield
m , nc. Staunton
VIRGINIA
Fire PROTECTION SYSTEMS
Martinsburg

Designers — Fabricators — Installation — Inspection
St. Reg. #11424

WEST VIRGINIA

Phone 345-9818 — After Hours Phone 345.7974 Hagerstown
1511 Granby Street, N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24012 1
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Office of Consumer Affairs —

A Decade of Consumer Protectio

NEARLY 10 years have passed since Governor
Linwood Holton signed the bill into law that
created the position of Administrator of Consu-
mer Affairs within the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS).
The date was June 26, 1970 and although no one
then could have predicted what today's sociolo-
gists would call the "ME DECADE." the Office of
Consumer Affairs (OCA) was off to a good start
in meeting the demands of the decade's involved
consumer.

The office was established within the depart-
ment in 1969 to provide information and handle
complaints concerning the products regulated
by VDACS. As public demand for better ways
and means of handling consumer interests and
problems steadily increased, the department’s
Office of Consumer Affairs grew inimportance.
The 1970 General Assembly broadened the re-
sponsibilities of the Office to include all types of
complaints or inquiries received from Virginia's
citizens. By the end of 1970, the Office of Consu-
mer Affairs was serving as a central clearing-
house for consumer complaints, encompassing
the programs and responsibilities of all depart-
ments of state government.

Roy L. Farmer, formerly a career emplayee of
VDACS' food regulatory program, became direc-
tor of OCA and with the help of VDACS' regula-
tory inspectors, the office began to meet the
requirements of the law by handling consumer
complaints. In 1972, these services were broad-
ened when a branch of the Richmond Office of
Consumer Affairs opened in Northern Virginia.
The action was taken because of a growing
number of consumer complaints originating in
this highly urbanized area of the state. Ms. Mary
Ann Shurtz, a former extension agent in home
economics, was hired as the Consumer Affairs
Coordinator for Northern Virginia.

Several programs administered by the Office
of Consumer Affairs have impacted upon Virgi-
nia consumers in the past decade. Cansumer
education is one of the program areas that not
only affected the 1970s, but will also have far
reaching effects into the 1980s. OCA has been
involved in preparing and developing many
consumer education programs throughout the
state since its creation in 1970, but one of the
most significant programs in this area is the
Virginia Consumer Audio-Visual Education Pro-
ject or VACAVE. The project, under the direction
of Ms. Shurtz, was funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare Office of
Consumer Education. VACAVE is designed to
create a statewide network to increase the use
of audio-visual resources in consumer educa-
tion. An annotated bibliography of available
resources is in the process of being prepared.
Materials included in the bibliography will be of
concerntothe general public, but special empha-
sis has been placed on identifying resources for
the elderly, low-income, and handicapped con-
sumer. This effort to encourage and facilitate
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By Rebecca Willoughby Sirles
Information Officer

the use of audio-visual materials will assist
consumer education specialists and other com-
munity agents in providing effective consumer
awareness programs both now and in the
future.

Although audio-visual aides are considered
effective educational tools, brochures and pam-
phlets are also widely used as a means of dis-
persing consumer information. The Office of
Consumer Affairs has developed a myriad of
brochures that cover a wide range of consumer
issues. One of the most effective series of bro-
chures is called “There is a Law in Virginia....”
Each brochure informs the reader about a par
ticular consumer law and its application to var-
ious consumer problems. Brochures are offered
free of charge and may be obtained by contact-
ing the Office of Consumer Affairs. This is one
way of informing the public of policies, deci-
sions and legislation affecting transactions in
the marketplace through a program of consu-
mer education. Radio and television interviews
with members of the OCA staff along with
speeches to consumer groups also aid in con-
sumer education.

Consumer-related legislation played animpor-
tant part in the last decade and several laws
were passed that affected Virginia's citizens.
Oneimportant law passed by the General Assem-
bly in 1977, is the Virginia Consumer Protection
Act. This act assigns certain powers to the
attorney general, commonwealth’s attorneys
and attorneys for counties and cities. It also
delineates fourteen acts or practices, including
misrepresentation and deceptive advertising.

which suppliers of consumer goods and
vices are prohibited from using. The act furt
provides for individual court actions by con|
mers who have been damaged by such unla
practices and designates the Commissione
the Department of Agriculture and Consu
Services or his representative to investig
possible violations. Befare the Virginia Con
mer Protection Act became law, misreprese
tions made during a sale were not alw
clearly defined as a violation. Now consum
have the right to bring suit when they h
suffered a loss as the result of a prohibi
practice.

For several years during the past deca
automobile problems topped the list of con
mer complaints received by OCA. In respons
these problems, the General Assembly pas
the Automobile Repair Facilities Act which
came a law in 1979.

This act is primarily a disclosure law wh
requires an automotive repair facility to o
written estimates for repairs upon request d
ing certain work hours.. The estimates m
specify the cost of parts as well as labor
give a completion time. This estimate may
be exceeded by more than 10 percent with
authorization. The law also provides that
invoice be presented to the customeruponc
pletion of the work, requires the facility to of
replaced parts to the consumer and furt
requires the facility to display a signinac
spicugus place which outlines the custom
rights. The sign also must inform custom
that complaints can be made to the Virgi

A Look Into the 1980s

A Message From
Roy L. Farmer, Director
Office of Consumer Affairs

WITH double-digit inflation facing
consumers as the 1980s begin, Vir-
ginia’s citizens are becoming more con-
scious of consumer issues. What's
ahead for consumers in this new
decade? Roy L. Farmer, Director of the
Virginia Office of Consumer Affairs, had
this to say, “In the 1980s, there will
likely be less government assistance
available to the average citizen. It will
be more important than ever to increase
consumer information and education
that is made available to students and
the adult population.”

The Office of Consumer Affairs stands
ready to assist Virginians in this new
decade as well as it did in the past

Roy L. Farmer
Director of Consumer Affairs
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e of Consumer Affairs. Enforcement of this
is through the Virginia Consumer Protection

Inother consumer law that went into effectin
.is the Animal Welfare Act. Article 2 of the
offers potential remedies to buyers of dogs
cats when the animals have been misrep-
nted as to registration by any animal pedi-
organization or if the animal is unfit due to
ss, a congenital defect or an infectious dis-

e. Only dogs and cats described as being

istered or capable of being registered are
ered by this act. Violations of this article are
sidered prohibited practices and enforced
ugh the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.
in, the Commissioner of VDACS or his repre-

tative is designated to investigate those
sible violations.

he Virginia Solicitation of Contributions Law
also passed in the decade of the 70s. This
requires most charities who solicit or obtain
tributions from the public in the State of
inia to register or file for an exemption with
Office of Consumer Affairs. The large organ-

tions that solicit statewide are required to

ister while the smaller local organizations
granted exemption and are regulated on the

local level. The ultimate purpose of the law is to
prevent fraudulent solicitations in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Information from the
registration application is public record and
available for inquiries concerning the purpose
and financing of a charity

As Director of the Office of Consumer Affairs,
Roy Farmer serves on several boards and com-
mittees concerned with consumer issues. He
was a member of a committee organized by the
C & P Telephane Company that prepared and
distributed a “Code of Ethics for Telephone
Solicitors.” He also met with representatives of
C &P Telephone Company toreview and approve
initial proposed changes inthe C & P Directories
in Virginia. In the future, the yellow pages will
carry consumer tips and telephone numbers of
agencies and groups to contact relative to con-
sumer problems. Farmer is a member of the
Formulary Council that has recently adopted the
second formulary of 200 approved generic
drugs. He also serves on the Division of Motor
Vehicle's Dealer Advisory Board and the Gover-
nor's Committee on Consumer Education.

The staff, including Dan Zipperer, Assistant to
the Director of OCA, also works with groups
concerned with consumer issues. The staff
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An interested consumer looks at one of the
many consumer-oriented brochures developed
by the Office of Consumer Affairs.

Office Locations

The state Offices of Consumer Affairs are:

825 EAST BROAD STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219
804 786-2042 OR

800 552-9963 (TOLL-FREE)

OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BRANCH
3016 WILLIAMS DRIVE
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22031

703 573-1286

405 CAMERON STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
703 750-6675

2049 15th STREET. NORTH
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201
703 558-2142

4031 UNIVERSITY DRIVE
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030
703 691-3214

2400 WASHINGTON STREET
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 23607
804 247-8616

ALEXANDRIA OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

ARLINGTON COUNTY OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

NEWPORT NEWS OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

The following local consumer affairs offices have jurisdiction in the locations specified in their titles:

804 441-2821

703 221-4156

703 981-2583

MUNICIPAL CENTER

VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 23456

804 427-4421

NORFOLK DIVISION OF CONSUMER PROTECTION
CITY HALL BUILDING, ROOM 804
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23501

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
GARFIELD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
WOODBRIDGE, VIRGINA 22191

ROANOKE CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION
215 CHURCH AVENUE, ROOM 353, MUNICIPAL BUILDING
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24100

VIRGINIA BEACH CONSUMER PROTECTION OFFICE

p tell the Virginia Story
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James A. Morano Coordinator of Charitable Solicitations, and Rey L. Farmer, Director of the Office
of Gonsumer Affairs, look over a list of charitable organizations that have registered with 0CA under
the provisions of the Charitable Solicitations Law. This law, administered by the Office of Consumer
Affairs, was enacted to prevent fraudulent solicitations in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

worked with Ford Motor Company in setting
the Ford Consumer Appeals Board to hang
complaints against Ford dealers. The staff
also met with representatives of a number
Virginia state agencies to bring about a clog
working relationshipin handling consumer co
plaints against Ford dealers.

The decade of the'70s is over and these wd
very eventful years. The Office of Consu
Affairs had a tremendous impact on the deca
by handling over 38,000 complaints that
sulted in a savings of approximately one a
one-half million dollars through cancelled co
tracts and refunds! The office also handl
many telephone inquiries, directing citizens
the proper source of information.

As the Office of Consumer Affairs approach
its tenth birthday, itcan look back with pride d
a decade of increased consumer protection a
education for many of the citizens in the Co
monwealth of Virginia.

Administration —
A Decade of Progress

By Pamela L. Rexrode
Information Technician

ADMINISTRATION is the division in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services that
enables the entire department to operate smooth-
ly and efficiently while providing services to
both the staff and the public. Over the years, the
division's task to serve the department effi-
ciently has become more complex, however,
through the gradual increased use of automoted
data processing systems, productivity has in-
creased significantly. The Division of Adminis-
tration includes accounting, information, per-
sonnel offices, a systems development unit and
federal-state crop reporting service along with
other general support services for the entire
agency.

During the last decade, computer systems
have been developed and refined to perform
record keeping and reporting functions through-
out the agency. The department has installed
video display terminals that electronically gain
access to information on everything from bud-
geting operations to personnel leave. In 1973,
the State Division of Automated Data Process-
ing (ADP) transferred a systems development
staff to VDACS to set up and create computer
systems and a remote Job Entry Terminal was
connected to the state's data center at the Div-
ision of Motor Vehicles. Many areas, including
personnel and accounting, have been able to
handle increased responsibilities without an
increase in manhours.

Programs have been developed to handle the
painstaking task of designing the biennial

14

budget for the department. A system has been
set up to control and computerize all of VDACS'
requested, appropriated and allotted funds and

the redistribution of variable expenses. The sy|
tem, under the guidance of the fiscal direct

who is responsible for budget development a

financial management, saves considerable ting
an;:lomoney compared to methods used befo
1970.

The budget of the Department has been c
and cut again. In 1970 it was $7.477.851; and
79-80 it was $10,602.606; an increase of on
41.78 percent while the consumer price indg
has risen over 200 percent in the last ten year
In 1970-71, the department had 698 position
The 1979-80 level remains at around 700 but t
department transferred 95 positions to Conso
dated Laboratories in 1975.

Betty Hammond of the Data Systems Unit. loading tape to electronically hook up with thi
Commonwealth Computer Center at DMV,
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he Accounting Office, which handles gen-
I, special and capital outlay accounts for
ACS and other related state commissions,
completely automated the payroll system
the nearly 700 full-time positions. Also, all
sonnel records are integrated into the state’s
tem by computer and are easily accessible
kept up to dafe. The employees now receive
omprehensive statement of sick and annual
ve, earned and taken, each month. During the
enties, the Personnel Office became increas-
ly concerned with employee training and
anizational development. It organized and
up committees to make available programs
Orientation to VDACS, seminars on Manage-
nt by Objectives and Results, Transactional
alysis seminars and others for interested
ployees. Out of this concern, the department
ently established the position of Department
ining Officer to handle the expanding train-
needs of VDACS.

he computer system also handles and stores
ormation concerning food distribution, pro-
ct registration and licensing as well as crop
orting statistics. Through the innovative use
computer technology, pesticide applicator’s
nses can be printed for just five cents a
ce. Bookkeeping and clerical hours have
n reduced considerably by decreasing the
mber of forms used in the department. For
ample, 125 unique forms were consolidated to
e forms, many of which are generated by
mputer. Crop Reporting Services (CRS), the
icial agency for the collection and publication
agricultural related statistics in Virginia, also
res their information in our computer which
lectronically connected to USDA’s computer.
intly sponsored by VDACS and USDA,CRS col-
tsdata oncrop prices and values, farm labor
d wage rates, and makes quarterly estimates
livestock and crop production and periodic
rveys concerning agriculture. The statistics
collected primarily by mail and supple-
nted by field reporters around the Common-
alth.

esides managing those offices, the Adminis-
tive Division is responsible for the supervi-
n of the Information Office and until the mid-
enties, the Management Services section.
is section was composed of staff and facili-
s combined for organizational development,
gram evaluation, data processing services
d emergency resource services. The unit dis-
Ived with the expanded growth of other
ices.

he Information Office provides the informa-
n to the public and assistance to the opera-
nal divisions of the department. The office
swers citizens' inquiries, publishes special
mphlets and reports, puts out two monthly
blications: the BULLETIN and CONSUMER COM-
NTS and an in-house semi-monthly newslet-
for employees. They prepare news releases,
ture stories and special publications on de-
rtment related activities. The office has been
viding radio and TV spots to stations all over
Commonwealth on agricultural related inte-
ts as well as compiling slide presentations,
ing speeches and displaying exhibits at fairs
ound the state. In the last 10 years, the office
s increased its work and decreased its costs
doing practically all of its own printing with
house printing facilities.

Basically, over the last decade, the Division of
ministration has gone through a transaction
m manual record keeping to the use of com-
ter systems, to progressively increase its
oductivity and support to the entire depart-
nt by taking on additional responsibilities
thout increasing personnel or costs.

tell the Virginia Story

What's Ahead in Administration

A Message from
James W. Midyette, Jr., Director
Division of Administration

HISTORY has demonstrated that the
innovations and exceptions of today
become the accepted routine of the
future; therefore, it is reasonable to
expect that the many technological
innovations which have been initiated
in the seventies will become more
sophisticated and be utilized on a uni-
versal basis during the eighties. The
impact in the form of cost-benefits from
improved management decisions based
on timely information possible from
electronic informational and record
keeping systems should be more pre-
valent from the producer to the
consumer.

In the administrative area of this
department and in state government
there has been initiated in the seven-
ties, automated systems for accounting,
budgeting, payroll, personnel, leave
reporting, mailing lists, licensing and
related record keeping. During the eight-
ies these systems will be refined and in
numerous cases, combined and
extended to Purchasing and General
Services. Beyond accommodating the
functions initially performed, such sys-
tems have the potential of forming a
massive electronic data bank from
which decision-making information can
be retrieved electronically by depart-
mental and state managers on a routine
as-needed basis.

In the next decade we are also likely
to see an interface between electronic
record keeping media and word pro-
cessing equipment which will enable
managers at all levels to retrieve and
transmit to others, data analysis and
related information in whatever form
they select.

Such sophistication is likely to enable
a greater degree of central control, and
improved management at all levels.
However, the competence and reliability
of such systems will depend upon
decentralization input with verification
capabilities. to facilitate such input and
to provide subsequent retrieval of data
and information, remote mini-computer
terminals must be provided. By the end
of the decade such terminals are likely
to be as commonplace as the telephone
and typewriter are today—in fact, in

James W. Midyette, Jr., Director
Division of Administration

many incidences they may replace both
the telephone and the typewriter.
The physical changes we may see as

a result of the aforegoing might include:

* a reduction in correspondence

* elimination of paychecks

* elimination of expense vouchers

* a reduction in written reparts

* elimination of hard copy purchase

orders and requisitions
* a reduction in inter-office memos
* reduction of files and storage of
informational material
* a reduction in mail
* pthers too numerous to enumerate
The cost benefits of the aforegoing

versus the cost of the way we do busi-
ness today as well as our willingness to
accept change will determine how far
we go in the eighties toward electronic
record keeping, informational storage,
retrieval and dissemination. If technol-
ogy now available can be utilized on a
cost effective basis in a cost conscious
environment magnified by tax con-
scious voters, then government must
utilize such technology to accommo-
date the needs of the public, not only in
Agriculture and Consumer Services but
in all governmental activities.

HAYWOOD’S SEAFOOD

HAYES, VIRGINIA 23072

Oyster and Fish Packers
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Animal Health and Dairies . . .
Advances in the '70s are Stepping Stones to the 80

THEDECADE of the '70s is past, but these were
significant years for the Division of Animal
Health and Dairies (AH&D) of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
(VDACS). Advances in laboratory technology
and changes in legislation brought new chal-
lenges and responsibilities to the Divisionin the
pastdecade. Althoughinflation became a factor
in the administration of programs, AH&D em-
ployees continued to provide essential field,
laboratory, and inspectional services to main-
tain a healthy livestock and poultry population
in the Commonwealth as well as an adequate
supply of safe, nutritious and accurately labeled
meat and dairy products.

Four major program areas make up the Div-
ision of Animal Health and Dairies. They are the
Animal Health Services Section, the Bureau of
Dairy Services, the Meat and Poultry Inspection
Section and the Laboratory Section. The State
Veterinarian heads of the Division of Animal
Health and Dairies and all four sections ulti-
mately report to him.

It would be quite a task to record all the
accomplishments of the Division of Animal
Health and Dairies during the past ten years in
one article. Therefore, we shall only review the
highlights of the 70s in each program area.

By Rebecca Willoughby Sirles
Information Officer

ANIMAL HEALTH—
SAFEGUARDING VIRGINIA'S LIVESTOCK

Ever since man first drew a correlation be-
tween animal disease and human disease, there
has been a campaign to identity, cure and pre-
vent the transmission of animal disease to
humans. During the 1970s, great strides were
made in achieving this goal by the Animal
Health Services Section of the Division of Animal
Health and Dairies. Advanced laboratory tech-
niques coupled with better animal testing pro-
cedures haveresulted in the decline and control
of severaldiseases that had, in the past, plagued
livestock in the state.

In 1970, Virginia was officially declared a
“Brucellosis free” state by the United States
Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (USDA/APHIS). Bru-
cellosis is a bacterial disease primarily affect-
ing cattle and swine and accounts for an esti-
mated 40 million dollars per yearinlost revenue
to farmers in the U.S. During the past decade,
the Animal Health Section has maintained the
state’s “brucellosis free” status through prompt

Projection for the '80s

A Message from
Dr. George B. Estes, Director
Animal Health and Dairies

THE DECADE of the '80s is upon us
and during these years, many program
areas of the Division of Animal Health
and Dairies will be affected.

The prevention of animal disease will
maintain its importance throughout the
next decade as the Animal Health Sec-
tion continues its program to eradicate
bruceliosis in cattle and swine herds.
The Animal Health Section will also
maintain the state’s hog cholera and
sheep scabies free status, as well as
the Pullorum Typhoid Clean Status.

In the near future, the Meat and Poul-
try Inspection Section will see manda-
tory quality control in the production
and inspection of meat and poultry pro-
ducts. USDA has already proposed a
voluntary quality control regulation and
the industry feels that mandatory regu-
lations will follow shortly thereafter.
The '80s will also see a complete ban-
ning of nitrates and nitrites or a severe
limitation on the use of these chemicals
as food additives. Research has incrim-
inated nitrates as a possible carcinogen
and, as such, must be eliminated as an
additive from all edible products.
Nitrates, at present, are needed in cured
meat products to prevent botulism. It
will be necessary for the research sec-
tor to determine the risk/benefit advan-

Dr. George B. Estes
State Veterinarian

tages for the continued use of these
chemicals.

In the '80s sterilized milk, also called
ultra high-temperature (UHT) milk is
expected to move from the development
stage to become available to consu-
mers. This move will be gradual
because it will encompass a major
change in marketing and buying pat-
terns from the processing plant to the
home refrigerator. This concept will
receive an added boost toward imple-
mentation because it can result in sig-
nificant energy savings.

It should be an exciting decade for
the Division of Animal Health and Dair-
ies and we are looking forward to many
new challenges.
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Here. under the watchful eye of an Ani
Health Inspector, these swine are about to
tested for disease. The control of animal dise
is an important program area of the Divisio
Animal Health and Dairies and division pers
nel work with producers to ensure healthy |
stock in Virginia.

testing and retesting of infected herds, comp
epediological investigations, the Brucell

Ring Test, and the market cattle surveilla
program. "Brucellosis free” does not mean t
there is no evidence of brucellosis in ca
herds in the state, but through compliance to
Brucellosis Uniform Methods and Rules,

ginia keeps the number of infected herds d
to what USDA considers a disease-free stat

About 35-40 percent of Virginia's infec
herds become infected by purchase of bruce
sis exposed out-of-state replacement ca
Another major factor is the inability to tr
infected animals to the herd of origin becaus
inadequate records by livestock dealers. S
of our sister states with a high brucellosis i
dence are making proaress in their eradicat
programs which will benefit us when ca
owners purchase replacement animals in th
states.

In 1972, Virginia had the distinction of bec
ing a “hog cholera free" state as proclaime
USDA. This ended a 10-year program to er
cate hog cholera, a disease that had harras
the state's farmers for more than a cent
Legislation passed by the 1970 General Ass
bly, which made it illegal to feed garbage,
swine, greatly assisted in the campaign to
hog cholera in Virginia.

For many years a disease known as equ
infectious anemia (EIA) or “swamp fever.” pr
ented problems for the horse industry in
ginia. ElAis anacute or chronic virus diseas
horses,characterized by fever, depression we
ness, loss of weight and anemia. There is
known cure for EIA, and until 1972, there was
reliable procedure for its diagnosis to differ
tiate it from other similar disease condition
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e Laboratory is an integral part of the Div-

of Animal Health and Dairies as it provides
pnostic services to the state’s livestock and
try producers. The past decade saw many
ances in laboratory technology that will
y over into the ‘eighties.

ines. The diagnostic test for EIA is used by
Richmond and Warrenton Laboratories of
Division of Animal Health and Dairies and is
ed the Coggins Test. This test was made
ilable to horse ownersinthe state soon after
as approved by USDA and regulations were
eloped for EIA control. The EIA testing pro-
m protects the equine population from the
ortation of the disease from other states, as
pgative Cogoins Testresultis a requirement
he shipment of equine animals into Virginia
enty-seven other states have similar EIA
rams
ecember 1979 marked the date that Virginia
ame a Pullorum-Typhoid Clean State as
ignatea by USDA. This declaration repres-
led many years of disease control and eradi-
on efforts and enhanced the reputation of
commercial poultry industry within the
e
buring the past decade, the Animal Health
vices Section helped ensure healthy live-
ick through the inspection of livestock mar-
s, enforcement of animal health regulations,
hey pertained to animals moving in or out of
te, and in the disposition of exposed or dis-
bed animals. This section also effectively
trolled the possible outbreak of pseudora-
s, a virus prevalent in swine
Because of the obvious benefit of healthy
ds and flocks to the producer and consumer
se program areas of the '70s will continue
p the '80s and for many years to come

hile the Division of Animal Health and Dair-
is mandated to safeguard Virginia's live-
ck against disease, it is also mandated to
hl with Animal Welfare. The Animal Welfare
t, passed by the 1977 session of the General
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Assembly, assigned certain responsibilities re-
lated to animal welfare to the State Veterinar-
ian. These responsibilities deal with the train-
ing, examination, and qualification of humane
investigators. To accomplish the purposes of
this directive, the State Veterinarian's office
prepared a home study course for prospective
humane investigators, dealing with numerous
aspects of animal welfare and control. Upon
completion of the home study course, the candi-
date is given a period of training, followed by a
final examination. Those who receive a passing
score on the examination are placed on the
State Veterinarian's List of Approved Humane
Investigators which is used by Common-
wealth’'s Attorneys in recommending the appoint-
ment of humane investigators for their jurisdic-
tions by Virginia's Circuit Court judges.

DAIRY SERVICES BUREAU—
REGULATING VIRGINIA'S MILK INDUSTRY

The decade began with legislative changes
that granted more responsibilities to the Dairy
Services Bureau. Three enabling acts were
passed by the 1970 General Assembly which
granted the Board of Agriculture and Consumer
Services the authority to establish regulations
for the production, processing, handling and
distribution of milk and milk products. This leg-
islation set the tone for the decade of the 70s by
enabling the Dairy Services Bureau to cope
more effectively with rapidly changing facili-
ties, procedures and methods of handling milk
and dairy products

The dairy industry in Virginia continued to
grow in the decade of the 70s. According to a

1978 USDA publication, on a commodity ranking
basis, the production of milk and milk products
continues to hold first place among all agricul-
tural enterprises as a source of cash receipts for
farmers in Virginia.

During the past decade, the Bureau of Dairy
Services maintained a surveillance program for
pesticides, herbicides and other adulterants
that could contaminate milk and milk products.
In addition, dairy inspectors made regular in-
spections of Grade “A"” dairy farms and took
milk samples to further insure quality milk pro-
ducts. Enforcement of the Ice Cream and Frozen
Desserts Law helped consumers know what
they were buying by restricting the term “ice
cream' to only those products containing whole
milk or milk products.

The Board exercised its authority in regulat-
ing the handling of milk by requiring that all
Grade “A" dairy farms install recording ther-
mometers and interval-timing devices on bulk-
milk cooling and/or holding tanks by January 1,
1980. The recording thermometer provides a
record of the temperature of milk throughout the
period of its storage on the farm. The interval-
timing device causes the milk thatis in the farm
tank to be agitated for at least five minutes per
hour, so that all milk in the tank will remain at
the same temperature. Changes in milk temper-
ature at the farm will affect the quality of the
milk after it is packaged. and these devices are
expected to help remedy this problem. Amend-
ment of the state’s bulk-milk tank regulations to
require use of these devices was requested by
the Virginia State Dairymen's Association, and

(Continued on page 36)

This is a recording thermometer that keeps a record of the temperature of Grade A milk being
stored in a holding tank. Since changes in temperature affect the quality of milk, this is animportant

aid to the dairy farmer.
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M. W. Jefferson, director of the Division of Markets, discusses the wine
brochure with Lou Ann Whitton who was responsible for its design and
distribution.
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Anna Atkins is one of three home economists who help the departme

acquaint others with Virginia produced agricultural commodities

The Division of Markets —
Meeting the Needs of the Marketplac

Raymond L. Schreiner, Information Director

THE soil based industries that supply our food and fiber are at the
foundation of our economic stability, but only by maintaining suitable
markets will producers be encouraged to continue or expand operations
where needed. That sounds like a statement out of Economics 101, butitis
the background for the thinking in the Division of Markets that has helped
bring Virginia's agriculture through the decade of the '70s stronger and
more viable than at almost any time since the founding of the Common-
wealth.

The need for market development was very obvious to Commissioner
George W. Koiner when in 1916 he advocated the establishment of a
Division of Markets by saying, “Hitherto lacking in Virginia's agricultural
development is economic organization. It has been well said that Ameri-
canindustriallifeis atleastinan era in advance of American agriculture
It is not too much to suggest again that it is of the utmost importance to
consider seriously how to apply the lessons learned in the industrial world
to the problems of agriculture.”

Now, 64 years later, the Division of Markets can look back on hundreds
of accomplishments that have helped create a strong agriculture in Vir-
ginia. But as we review the past decade it is obvious thatitis only a base
and many more services can yet be developed.

The 10-year period of the 70s saw a decrease in the number of Virginia's
farms, butalso anincrease in productioninalmostall farm commodities.
This in spite of uncertain domestic markets, confusion in overseas
markets, rising inflation and new regulations and requirements of the
agricultural commmunity. It was a time of developing new techniques, but
at the same time sharpening and re-evaluating the old.

For the first time the cash receipts of farmers jumped over the one-
billion dollar mark. The 10-year period saw a 43 percent increase in
receipts, but a 41 percentincrease in expenses. As the distance between
receipts and expenses narrowed the market place became an area of
utmost concern.

Before discussing some of the ways the Division of Markets has been
able to cope with those concerns, it might be best to look first at the
structure of the division.

There are three basic parts: commodity services, marketing services
and international trade programs.

The Market Division's Commodity Services include eight programs:
Apple and Peach, Fruit and Vegetable, Grain and Hay, Livestock, Meat
Grading, Poultry and Egg, Processed Foods and Food Distribution. Pro-
gram personnel offer grading. inspection and certification of agricultural
products upon request by marketers. Grading benefits all marketplace
participants by impartially identifying the quality of the commodity which
then becomes a fair basis for determining the price.

18 VIRGINIA RECORD

Marketing Services include programs, projects and activitiesin: mark
development, market news, product promotion, tobacco and peanutm
keting, agribusiness liaison, and agricultural transportation. Employe
assigned to these sections seek to improve the demand for, marketabili
of, marketing efficiency of and prices received for, agricultural produc
produced in Virginia, by supplying market information to the stat
industry of agriculture, searching for improved methods of marketin
increasing demand for Virginia's agricultural products. This is acco
plished through quality improvement programs, agricultural commodi
promotion, development of new markets, working with groups and in
viduals to find solutions to problems related to transportation and coo
eration between agribusiness and industrial communities

The purpose of the International Trade program is to improve the stat
overall economy and enhance agricultural opportunities by maintainin
promoting and increasing the sale of Virginia agricultural products
foreign markets. Personnel in the international Trade program establish
good working relationships with the private agricultural sector, U.
foreign Agricultural Service, other federal and state agencies, forei
government officials and buyers from all over the world.

A full review of all of the efforts of these three basic segments of t
Division of Markets during the past 10 years would fill many volumes,
just a few of the highlights will be selected, even then there is always t
chance that some important activities will not be included.

The basic effort of the Division has been to stimulate sales of commo
tiesin plentiful supply. to minimize problems caused by shortages of far
products used in farm operations, to provide refiable market price inf
mation and to guide purchasers in directions that will minimize proble
caused by over-and-under supply situations.

The export market has contained all of those factors during the pa
decade. As our balance of trade swung to the deficit side the only brig
spot was agricultural exports, but world conditions have supplied a go
number of ups and downs. As it is estimated that about one-third
agricultural production goes into exports, it is easy to see the need for
strong and understanding approach to this market. The Internation
Trade Section during the past decade used every means at its disposal
seek out markets. In the late '70s a trade mission headed by Govern
Dalton was one of the first attempts to see what potential could be fou
for Virginia produced commodities on mainland China. Earlier Govern
Holton had led a group to Japan and Australia and Commissioner Ca
baugh had visited Peru, Paraguay, Argentina and Brazil

Itis the Commissioner’s thinking that our efforts in International Tra
should have a “full service concept.” This requires the knowledge a
know-how to find answers for every possible export tie-up. or to put
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other way "you've got to know the territory.” During the decade Interna-
nal Trade personnel were instrumental in securing the cooperation of
htes around the Old Dominion to develop a stronger exporting team. The
uthern United States Trade Association made up of southeastern states
d the Atlantic International Marketing Association composed of eastern
aboard states were formed with the idea that cooperative effortin some
gas might bring larger rewards than acting as individuals. The work of
e International Trade office was underscored when it received the
veted President's “E” award for outstanding service.
One of the services offered to grain exporters is the sampling of grain
d soybean meal headed for overseas shipment out of the Port of Hamp-
. Last fiscal year the Grain Bureau handled an overall volume of aimost
million tons. During the '70s the federal government found the necessity
tightening controls over this program because of mismanagement at
Bny ports. However, the Division of Markets' grain inspection service
Bs found to be operating at a high and efficient level and it resulted in
rginia being one of the first states in the country to receive approval to
ntinue services under a Designation Agreement with the Federal Grain
spection Service
Over the years theinterestin horses in Virginia has been on the increase
d there has been considerable interest expressed in exporting and
porting animals. So it was in 1978 that an equine specialist was added
assist Virginia horsemen with international and domestic marketing,
omaoting the horse industry in general and serve as liaison between the
ate horse industry and the department.
Domestic markets had their full share of attention during the past
cade. In 1971 a new marketing emphasis was developed called “pick-
pu-own.” This was an opportunity to apply the techniques of direct
arketing. The consumer would be able to go to the producer and buy
rm production first hand. This would open a new market for the farmer
d make available, at a better price, items needed by the consumer. It
arted with apples but soon turned also to peaches, stawberries, vegeta-
es, Christmas trees and even firewood.
In the '70s the Division of Markets spearheaded a new effort to assist
oducers with the development of a wine industry in Virginia. Since the
arliest settlers there has been talk of the ideal climate in Virginia for
ape production and the possibility of good wines resulting. But, it wasn't
til recent years that a strong effort got underway. As we move into the
s we have a good number of wine producers in Virginia and more
portantly they are beginning to be recognized by wine experts for the
Evelopment of some fine wines.
Virginia for years has had some of the best farm products in the nation,
t many in our own state are unaware of this. A number of projects had
ben undertaken by various commodity groups to bring this to the consu-
er’'s attention, but Product Promotion created a new program with an
bproach that would be almost on an individual basis. Beginning in
Entral Virginia then expanding to the western part of the state and then
e east, well trained home economists were selected to use displays,
levision programs and personal appearances to demonstrate the eco-
hmical and nutritional benefits of Virginia's production.
Certainly prices are of primary importance to both the buyer and the
Bller. When you are dealing with agricultural markets, you find yourself
paling with anarea where many individual farmers have to have the best
formation available to make the best market evaluation before they sell.
ast, acurate and timely information is supplied by market news on a
hily basis. During the past decade they have been searching for new
ays of communicating this important information. One successful

One of the first and most successful of the pick-your-own programs was
developed for the apple industry.

method has been through the use of the telephone. Special phones are set
up for varying markets with taped information available to the caller. This
information is updated several times daily as the markets change to keep
the caller fully informed. Work was begun in the late seventies to replace
the statewide Market News teletype system to replace 100 word per
minute machines with new 1200 word per minute equipment for faster and
more timely information.

There are many more programs that would not be obvious to the general
public, but are extremely important to individual industries. For instance,
we started in the late 70s yearly grain grading schools to review with
dealers the procedures for sampling and grading grain and the correct
operation of inspection equipment. The Division has worked hard to
develop programs to strengthen our sheep. cattle and feeder pig sales. At
times during the '70s these sales reached record proportions.

Reorganization efforts began in the late '70s that will permit the Division
to better determine the cost/effectiveness of its total operation. This will
ultimately lead to improved productivity, better communications, more
cross utilization of personnel and pronounced leadership that will benefit
the entire industry of agriculture and consumers in general.

These are just some of the highlights of the 70s.

What is ahead for the '80s? Our emphasis will continue to be the
strengthening of agriculture at the marketplace. We will have a new
international trade office in Japan that should open up some possibilities
for overseas trade in that part of the world. Electronic market news
abilities will disseminate price information faster than ever and right into
the farmer's home. Northern Virginia will be included in our efforts to help
citizens select Virginia products, but more importantly, realize fully their
nutritional value as well as economical preparation. We will continue to
work with the Virginia wine industry which should reach nationwide
attention during the next decade. But mostimportantly, we'll carry on the
programs that have proven successful in the past; revising, further devel-
oping and creating new approaches to meet the needs of the market place
and Virginia's farm community.

Pick-your-own vegetables is just one of many programs developed by the Division of Markets to help the farmer and the consumer.

p tell the Virginia Story
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Specialists in: Countertops— Desk Tops—Bar Tops

PLASTIC CRAFT CO.

1728 ARLINGTON RD
RICHMOND, VA. 23230

Table Tops

OFFICE: 355-5541

AVAMERE HOTEL

AMERICAN PLAN
2604 OCEAN AVE.
“On the Ocean at 26th 5t.”

FREE ADJACENT PARKING
C.J. SMITH, MANAGER
For Complete Information and Reservations DIAL 428-2112
58 OUTSIDE ROOMS WITH BATHS o ELEVATOR SERVICE

VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

Wards Volkswagen
Incorporated

Phone 276-1150

7528 Midlothian Pike
Richmond, Va.

K & L PLUMBING & HEATING
CO.

St. Reg. #10272

Plumbing Contractors

COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

Phone 804-622-1837
3119 Beachmont Avenue, Norfolk, Va.

| GILMORE PLANT AND BULB |
! COMPANY, INC.
1-
I

=

1
il
}L Meeting the Commonwealth of Virginia's
I Standards for Roadside Tree and Shrub Planting
{ﬂ- i
l: L . o -
}} Landscaping of Distinction !
EL IFIT GROWS - WE HAVE IT! i
I I
[l 1
L HIGHWAYS
i COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL — RESIDENTIAL
‘!
[1} Julian, N.C. 27283 Phone (919) 685-4451 1
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Virginia Sprinkler
Company, Inc.

Complete & Approved
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER
SYSTEMS

Emergency Calls Accepted
Serving Virginia
Maryland & Washington, 0.C.

Call 798-8385

P. 0. BOX 986
ASHLAND, VIRGINIA 23005

HAMILTON’
FLOOR
FASHIONS
&
TILE, INC.

Floor, Tile, Carpet
&

Acoustical Contractors

COMMERCIAL — I NDUSTRIAL

Phone 80:4-846-1316
532 Oakley Avenue

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA
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he 1970s:

ncreased Activities for PAIR

By Mb Brewster Lally, Information Officer

THE DECADE of the '70s brought increased
esponsibilities to the Division of Product and
ndustry Regulationand at the same time offered
i spiraling inflation rate making it difficult to

aintain day-to-day operations at desirable
evels.

The 1570s had a total average inflation in-
rease of 98 percent.* With the cost of nearly
pverything increasing, there was a natural spill-
pver into daily operations within every section
pf the Division of Product and Industry Regula-
ion. Every section rallied to continue its per-
ormance levelin spite of mandatory reductions
nbudgets, travel/mileage reductions, and tem-
porary “freezing” of vacant positions.

During the decade, many programs in PAIR
Entered into agreements, contracts and/or memo-
anda of understanding with various federal
poencies. These cooperative programs brought,
n many instances, funds used for salaries of
ecessary and additional inspectors, mare trav-
el, and ultimately, the maintainence of expected
Kervices with no increased cost to state tax-
payers.

Some of these federal-state cooperative pro-
grams of major importance directly affected the
section operations of Food Inspection; Pesticide
and Hazardous Substances; Feed and Animal
Remedies; and the Coordinated Inspection Ser-
ice.

For the Food Inspection section, two coopera-
ive agreements were signed with the U.S. Food
aind Orug Administration. Taking the form of
‘Memorandum of Understanding,” one agree-
Imentinvolves a work sharing conceptinall food
establishments where the two agencies have a

utual inspection responsibility. Although these
nderstandings were instituted primarily to
eliminate duplication of effort and maximize
manpower utilization, one agreement involves
ontracts to perform inspections by federal
buidelines and to generate funds to support six
estricted positions over and ahbove those
unded by state appropriations. These addi-
ional positions in turn increase the ability to
assure the citizen-consumers of the state food
hatis wholesome, truthfully labeled and free of
ilth and adulteration.

The agreements involving the division's Feed
and Animal Remedies section deal with the
issue Residue Program in cooperation with
SDA and FDA contracts for the inspection of
medicated feed manufacturers for compliance
with the Good Manufacturing Practices Regula-
ions of the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.

The major emphasis of the inspection pro-
gram is to monitor the incorporation of drugs in
feed and subsequently prevent illegal drug resi-
dues in edible animal tissue. In order to further
efforts in this area, official samples of commer-
cial feed are monitoredforillegal residues of the
drug sulfamethazine because of recent findings
of residues in swine tissues

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion and PAIR's Paint, Pesticide and Hazardous

"Based On: Consumer Price Index lor Urban Wage Earners and clerical
Norkers. All Items
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Substances section developed a “Memorandum
of Understanding” to monitor the sale and use of
hazardous consumer products within the state.
This section also developed a pesticide enforce-
ment program in cooperation with the U.S.
Environmental Pratection Agency. The program
includes pesticide producer establishments in-
spections, use/misuse investigations, and ex-
perimental use permit monitoring.

Pesticide regulation was perhaps one of the
major areas of concern and reform during the
'70s. The first new direction came as a result of
amendments to the Virginia Pesticide Law ex-
tending jurisdiction and authority to include
handling, use. storage and disposal of pesti-
cides, and pesticide containers.

In addition, acomprehensive program of pes-
ticide application certification was developed
and implemented. The program, mandated by
federal law and state law, required a demon-
stration of competence by persons applying or
supervising the application of the potentially
more hazardous and restricted use pesticide
chemicals. Nearly 23,000 private applicators
and 4,500 commercial applicators have partici-
pated in this program of the 70s.

Performing the actual on-site inspections
called forin some of these Federal-PAIR cooper-
ative agreements are the regulatory inspectors
of the Coordinated Inspection Service section.
However, they also enforce several other com-
modity laws as well as the Virginia Agricultural
Products Dealers Licensing and Bonding Law
which was amended three times during the past
decade. The amendments and the Rules and
Regulations assisted in educating the produce
growers and licensed dealers to better under-
stand the requirements of the Act.

During the 70s, personnel from the section
also assumed the responsibility of collecting
samples of peanuts for certification purposes.

Also involved with peanuts during the past
decade were individuals in the Seed and Sod
section. Each year, Virginia requires 10.5 million
pounds of peanut seed to plant 105,000 acres.
Several steps were taken to maintain the quality
of seed including establishing a minimum size,
minimum germination standard, and conduct-
ing trueness-to-variety grow-out test.

Performing these new tests once the peanut
seed samples were collected were the analysts
of PAIR's Seed Laboratory. Perhaps the most
significant happening of the '70s for emplayees
of the Seed Lab was the Southern corn leaf
blight of 1970.

This destructive fungus disease of corn was
sweeping through the nation's corn crop that
season. The Seed Lab initiated and refined a test
to determine whether hybrid seed corn had been
produced by detasselling or by the Texas male
sterile procedure which produced seed suscept-
ible to the disease. Through an extensive sam-
pling and testing effort during the winter of 1970
and spring of 1971, 699 lots of seed corn were
sampled and tested in comparison with 82 lots
in the previous year.

The concept of all consumers, whether prim-
ary or ultimate is the right to expect the label of
any commodity, product or service they pur-
chase to accurately represent what it contains.
This concept is probably nowhere more impor-
tant than in the work responsibility of the
Weights and Measures section. With the advanc-
ing inflation rate of the '70s every consumer
scrutinized more closely any item purchased.

In their checkweighing responsibilities,
Weights and Measures inspectors increased
their emphasis on follow-up inspections of
trouble spots to assure compliance with exist-
ing laws and regulations. The objective has
been to perform unannounced checkweighing
activities at least four times a year in super-

Trends for the '80s

A Message from
Billy W. Southall, Director
Division of
Productand Industry Reguliation

THE DECADE of the '80's is expected
to bring major reform in food labeling
both at the federal and state level. Sig-
nificant changes are likely to include
complete ingredient listings on all
foods, percentage declaration of certain
ingredients of major dietary concern to
many consumers, nutritional labeling of
maore food items, open dating and per-
haps others.

The decade is also likely to conlinue
the emphasis on pesticide and other
industrial chemical uses in order to bet-
ter protect the environment.

Billy W. Southall, Director
Division of
Product and Industry Reguiation
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J. T. ELEY, JR.

Masonry Contractor

Dial 393-4019
1811 County St.
PORTSMOUTH, VA. 23704

markets and livestock auction markets with
follow-up activities where inspections indicated
a need

During the 70s special attention was given to
standard packed commodities. Assignments
were made to inspectors by commodity catego-
ries, by brand, and by chain store. this method
provided assurance that broad coverage would
be obtained for a large number of standard
packed commodities

Johnston-Vest

Electric Corp.
St. Reg. #4788
David Thomson & James Hopkins, Jr.
Co-Owners
RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
Dial 343-4406

315 Campbell Ave., S.W., Roanoke, VA 24016

Bodner & Manuel,
Inc.

ESTABLISHED 1937
St. Reg. 4269

Phone 622-7063 537 W. 21st Street
NORFOLK. VA. 23517

The Farmers & Merchants Bank of Craig County
Established 1917
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
New Castle, Virginia

POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY
ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
For
POWER, INDUSTRIAL AND SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECTS
AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT
Phone 355-2888 — 1307 W. Main St. — P. 0. Box 1-G — Richmond, Va. 23201

2677 Roanoke Ave., S.W.

Compliments of

FUEL OIL and EQUIPMENT CO., INC.

Telephone 345-8866

ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24027

P. 0. Box 12626

The Northern Neck State Bank

WARSAW, VIRGINIA

Phone 333-4066
Member — FDIC & FRS

Princess Anne Station
Phone 427-1660

PRINCESS ANNE
Plumbing & Electrical Suppliers, Inc.

PLUMBING. HEATING. ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
CONTRACTORS

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23456

410 18th Street
Phone 428-1660

Increased emphasis was placed on checking
devices for accuracy and assuring they were o
the approved type. The 1970s also broughtina
era of electronic weighing and measuring de|
vices. This brought with it new problems o
radio and electric interference that caused thq
devices to give incorrect readings when no
properly installed. Also during the '70s highe
fuel prices created many problems in pricing
motor fuel at the gasoline pumps when the pricy
per gallon reached one dollar and above bring
ing to the scene half-gallon pricing and metrig
measurement

Working even more closely with the moto
fuel shortages and higher prices area were thq
Fertilizer. Motor Fuels and Liming Materialg
section personnel. The 70s brought an oi
embargo and nationwide allocation program
Theninflation made its presence known and thd
price of crude oil and subsequently gasoling
sky-rocketed to the point where everyone wag
more concerned with what exactly was being
pumped into their tanks

An offshoot of these two factors is the na
tion’s attempt to reduce dependence on foreig
oil. Asearly as 1972, Nebraska began promoting
the use of “gasohol” (a 10% ethyl alcohol an
90% gasoline blend) to increase motor fuel supp
lies. Virginia registered the first brand of gaso
holin January of 1979 and currently has eleve
companies marketing an estimated 10,000 gal
lons monthly.

Governor Dalton designated the Virginia De
partment of Agriculture and Consumer Services
to assume the lead role for the development of
industrial alcohol in the state; and this will be a
major program of the 1980s as demands fo
alternative fuel sources increase.

Another section in PAIR whose work in thej
1970s will take on even more importance in the
new decade is the Plant Pest Control section
The '70s saw the arrival of one of the most
potentially destructive defoliators of hard
woods in Virginia — the Gypsy Moth. The]
manner in which isolated infestations were
eliminated points to the second major program
concern in the 70s, the implementation of an
integrated pest management program

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) has been
defined as a pest management system, that, in
the context of the associated environment and
the population dynamics of the pest species,
utilizes all suitable techniques and methods in
as compatible a manner as possible and main-
tains pest populations at levels below those
causing economic injury. The overall objective
of IPM is to maximize control in terms of the
overall economic, social and environmental
needs of mankind

IPM was a catalyst for several ather pro-
grams that became operational in the 70s to
supplement ongoing biological control pro-
grams. The future of the Plant Pest Control pro-
grams in the 1980s appears to spotlight the
gypsy moth and biological programs within the
section. state and nation

W

J. P. STEVENS CO., INC.

Phone 483-5116
Rocky Mount, Virginia

Wm. T. Curd Jr.

Landscaping

Industrial—Commercial—Residential
“We Offer the Complete Service”

Seeding—Sodding—Planting—Commercial Lawn Maintenance

P. 0. Box 848, Chester, Va. 23831
804/748-2430 — Phone — B04/748-2456
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COOPER

LECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

Electrical Contractors

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

Va. St. Reg. #3205

Dial (919) 275-8439
1023 Huffman Street

GREENSBORO,
NORTH CAROLINA

illiamsburg,
The Old E
and all the exiras
rom swimming and
lighfed fennis fo
saunas and live

enferfainment.

Call toll-free for reservations:

SQ0-582-1010

244 balconied rooms just one minute from Williamsburg,
two minutes from The Old Country. With dinner in the
new Veranda, music in the Lounge, nearby golf and all the
extras. For brochure, write Box KE, Williamsburg 23185.

ASPHALT CONCRETE

PAVEMENTS

for a life time of use

Super-Highways

Residential Streets

See that your SUPER-HIGHWAYS are PAVED with modern HOT PLANT-MIXED ASPHALT CON-
CRETE. TAX DOLLARS saved can be used to PAVE your RESIDENTIAL STREET with this modern—

Smooth—Safe—Durable—FEconomical—material.

For additional information and engineering assistance call:

Choose this Modern
Engineered Asphalt
BASE AND SURFACE
scientifically
constructed on a well
compacted subgrade.

VIRGINIA ASPHALT ASSOCIATION, INC.

1500 Forest Avenue
Randelph Building-Suite 212-Box K236
Richmend, Virginia 23288
Phone 288-3169
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What's to become of the family car?

The Status of Virginia's Highway Program

By Albert W. Coates, Special Assistant to the Commissioner

WHAT'S the future of the family car in an
energy-conscious, inflation-stricken economy?

That may well be the most complex of the
questions underlying discussions taking place
in Virginia this year about financing road and
bridge improvements. Its answer will affect
nearly every househald in the state.

One thing seems clear: It isn't likely to be
“travel as usual” when it comes to the car, but
no realistic alternative is in sight for mast peo-
ple's everyday travel needs, either

Soaring gasoline prices already have had an
effect, albeit a marginal one. More citizens are
trying to make one shopping trip do the job of
two or three. They are thinking twice before
embarking on a long vacation trip by auto. And
carpools and buses have become more popular
for commuters’ work trips.

In the early months of 1980, all this added up
to a decline of about one percent in auto travel
by Virginians, compared with the corresponding
months of 1979. Travel by out-of-state pas-
senger cars was down about six percent, and
that by commercial trucks and buses had decre-
ased approximately four percent.

This trend became somewhat more impres-
sive when balanced against the fact that ordi-
narily highway travel has increased at a rate of
about six percent annually. Still, the evidence

thus far doesn’t point to a massive dropoff in
use of autos for basic travel needs by most
citizens

Will that change when gasoline prices reach
$2 or $2.50 a gallon? It's difficult to say

J. P. Mills, Jr_, traffic and safety engineer for
the Virginia Department of Highways and Trans-
portation, has been counting traffic on the
state’s main roads since the mid-1940s. He's
seen the number of motor vehicles owned by
Virginia residents climb from about 600,000 to
more than 4,000,000

“Frankly, | don't think the role of the automo-
bile is going tochange very much, atleastnotin
the foreseeable future, except that there will be
less long-distance driving and more bus-riding
and carpoolling to work,"” Mills says.

Harold C. King, the department's commis-
sioner, also sees a continued role for the auto
despite the agency’s intensifying efforts to help
localities improve public transit.

“There's a problem...in the way urban areas
have developed over the past three and a half
decades, with the sprawling suburbs. It's exceed-
ingly difficult and financially out of the question
to provide everyone with transit service from
their frontdoor. And we have to accept the patt-
ern of urban development that's already occur-
red. Maybe we can redirect future growth to

i

minimize additional sprawl. But what's there is
there,” King said in a recent speech.

Thus. he said, the automobile will “continue to
have a basic rolein the way we get about within
the urban setting.”

Carrying the discussion a point further, he
added: “While the number of entirely new high-
ways constructed to accommodate the automo-
bile will be severely limited, we have a whale of
a problem on our hands just to maintain and
improve the existing system.”

It was this need for improvement of the exist-
ing road system that led the State Highway and
Transportation Commission and Governor John
N. Dalton to recommend that the 1980 General
Assembly provide additional highway funds.
The Legislature responded by increasing the
state's motor fuel tax 2¢ a gallon, effective July
1. that means the tax will go from 9¢ to 11¢ a
gallon, except for truckers. whose tax will
increase from 11¢ to 13¢

For the motorist who drives approximately
10.000 miles a year and whose car delivers 15
miles per gallon of fuel, the two pennies will
amounttoabout$13in the course of 12 months.

For the state’'s hard-pressed road budget,
those pennies will produce an estimated $57.6
million in the 1980-81 fiscal year. That's about
one-half the amount of additional funds request-

—

Decisions regarding the funding for highway programs were considered by the Virginia house of Delegates shown in session at the State Capital in

Richmond.
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Commissioner Harold C. King discussed FHWA funding for construction projects at an April 1980 press conference.

ed by the commission and the governor. While it
will expedite a number of projects that other-
wise would have been deferred indefinitely, it
will leave many others still on the drawing
boards, with little prospect of financing in the
immediate future.

Within weeks after the Legislature adjourned,
President Carter announced a major reduction
in federal spending for road improvements, as
part of his anti-inflation etforts. That, too, will
cause deferral of many projects which other-
wise would have been undertaken.

Considering the painful fact that retail gaso-
line prices have more than doubled in the past
year and continue to rise almost monthly, some
observers were suprised that the gas tax issue
kicked off such a ruckus in the General As-
sembly.

But the present climate makes it difficult for
anyone to think of raising—or paying—more
taxes. And the gasoline supply and pricing
situation has become a sensitive emotional
issue for many citizens, and understandably so.
urther, some critics said the Highway and
Transportation Department hadn't proved the
case for additional revenue, and others wanted
more assurance that the state's present spend-
ing for roads was totally efficient.

Behind it all, three factors led to the need for
the additional funds

There is, first, the Commonwealth’s obliga-
tion to protect its existing multi-billion-dollar,
2,000-mile road system, the nation’s third larg-
est system. In fact, the General Assembly in 1977
directed the Highway and Transportation Com-
mission to give first priority to maintenance
expenses in budgeting funds.

Because of inflation, it's costing more to fill
the potholes, resurface worn pavements, repair
bridges, plow snow, and keep drainage ditches

o tell the Virginia Story

and culverts cleared. And, each year, the road
system grows older and is expanded somewhat
with completion of new facilities.

Last year, maintenance costs amounted to
$180.4 million, including nearly $30 million paid
to cities to help them take care of local streets.
This year, total maintenance expenses will
climb to $215.6 million. They are expected to
exceed $243 million next year and to reach $268
million in the 1981-82 fiscal year.

Every additional dollar that goes for mainte-
nance is one dollar less available for construc-
tion projects. And the inflationary trend that has
helped push maintenance costs up has hit con-
struction even more severely.

Everyone has felt inflation's devastating im-
pact, from the child trying to manage his weekly
allowance, to the young couple dreaming of
buying a house, to the retired couple attempting
to make ends meet.

The Highway and Transportation Department
keeps track of inflation in construction through
a composite index which takes into account bid

BACKGROUND OF
VIRGINIA GASOLINE TAX

Levied at 3¢ per gallon — 1923
Increased to 4'2¢ — 1926
Increased to 5¢ — 1928
Increased to 6¢ — 1946
Increased to 7¢ — 1860
Increased to 9¢ — 1972
Increased to 11¢ — 1980
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prices on 12 common elements of road-building
work, such as concrete, asphalt, steel, and
stone. Thatindex has shown an average annual
increase of 12"z percent since 1972 and of about
18'2 percent since 1975.

For highway administrators besieged almost
daily by requests from citizens, local govern-
ments, and others for road and bridge improve-
ments, it became steadily more apparent last
year that the dollars weren't stretching far
enough. By late in the year, revenue shortfalls
began compounding the problem of inflation
and higher maintenance costs.

The General Assembly appropriated $447.1
million in anticipated state highway user tax
revenue for the road program in the 1979-80
fiscal year. But actual income was not living up
to that level; it probably will be about $45 million
short for the fiscal year.

The slight decline in travel and the growing
public preference for smaller, more fuel-efficient
carsresulted in less revenue than expected from
the gasoline tax. Adecline in auto sales resulted
in a shortfall in revenue from the vehicle sales
tax and licensing fees.

In December, Commissioner King discussed
the mounting problems in a letter to Governor
Dalton and members of the General Assembly.

“l am writing on behalf of the Highway and
Transportation Commission to express its a-
larm about the increasingly critical highway
revenue situation, and to ask that this problem
be placed before the 1980 session of the General
Assembly as a matter of high priority,” he
wrote.

King said the road improvement program was
jeopardized, that the construction program al-
ready had been curtailed, and that the state
soon may be unable to match federal funds.

(Continued on page 34)
25




The size, shape, and style of the Virginia State Highway map have undergone many changes through the years as these maps from

1926, 1980 and 1954 illustrate.

Take a GOOD Look at Your State Highway Map

Donna Purcell Mayes, Editorial Assistant
Virginia Department of Highways and Transportation

Creating an interesting and informative highway map requires a combination of technical and
graphic skills. Paul D. Kersey, Jr., cartographic draftsman (left), is responsible for maintaining an
accurate and up-to-date highway system map. Ada Jean Bush, graphic illustrator (center), creates
the colorful promotion side of the map. William J. Clayton acting drafting and mapping supervisor
(right), oversees the operation.
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WANT TO know the location of the neares
24-hour emergency service hospital? Look a
your state highway map. Want to know thq
names and addresses of the state's three Bicen
tennial Centers? Look at your state highway
map. Want to know which state parks have hik
ing and swimming facilities? What about the
Indian reservations, wayside locations, mileagg
between here and there, and the State Policg
headquarters phone numbers? If you don't have
the 1980 Official Virginia State Highway map
you don't have this information at you
fingertips.

In 1922, when the map was first developed b
the then-Virginia Department of Highways, i
was printed in basic four-color style on a white
23" by 48" sheet. The map side carried a simple
legend and indicated the new highway system
The reverse side listed the stale’s primary
routes, with descriptions of the towns and cities
they passed through.

Today, the state map is a colorful and infor:
mative traveling quide. The longest of its kind ir
the country, 18"." by 52", the map folds easily
and includes detailed insets of heavily urban
ized areas, shows portions of bordering state:
and many of their major highways, and pro
vides a wealth of touring information. About the
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ighway construction progress can be traced along the US 1 corridor between Fredericksburg

d Petersburg by looking at the 1926, 1954 and 1980 maps.

.'-""Lll
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ly things that have remained the same be-
een the 1922 and 1980 maps are the outline of

g state and the free distribution.
he 1922 map was simple, yet functional in
sign and information. In 1928, the map in-
ded insets of cities and was redesigned to

ovide a title panel. Italso was the first map on
ich promotional material, such as sketches
historic homes and sites, was used.

During the 1930s, the map was published

bnthly to keep travelers aware of the many

w construction and detour areas. During

orid War 1, however, highway construction
me almost to a standstill, so a two-year map

is published for 1941-42, and there was no
wmapatallfor 1943.In 1944, the map's folded

e was changed from a booklet-style double-
d to a long, narrow triple-fold.

The first full-color cover came in 1951 and

bm then through the 1960s, the map remained
sically the same. Lists of recreational areas

d parks were first featured in the early 1970s,
d a major design change was made on the

75 Bicentennial map.

The map is the longest of its kind in the coun-
, partly because of the shape of the state. The
ger paper also is more efficient as there is
le waste in the printing, and it provides a
tter design layout area. The map was changed

hm the triple-fold to a simple accordian pleat
ded in half, making it easier to handle. An
largedinset of the Richmond Capitol area also

as added in 1975.

The cartographic section of the department’s

affic and safety division is responsible for the

ap's content and design. The section, headed

by William J. Clayton, receives requests for
additions, deletions, and changes from citizens
all over the state. Recent requests have included
changing the spelling of Gwynn's Island and
adding a marker for a mountain peak in Floyd
County. The department’s district and resident
engineers are requested to notify the section of
any changes in their areas which would affect
the map, as are certain state agencies and the
neighboring states.

The requests are then considered by an inter-
agency map committee, headed by J. P. Mills,
Jr., traffic and safety engineer. Any changes in
the map's information, design, size, and layout
also must go through the committee, whose
members are the department’s directors of ad-
ministration and engineering, the special assis-
tant to the commissioner, the executive director
of the Historic Landmarks Commission, and the
commissioner of the Virginia State Travel
Service.

Markers denoting 24-hour emergency service
hospitals, commuter parking lots, and Northern
Virginia's Metro subway stations have been
added to the map in the last three years. The
inclusion of airport and railroad markers have
changed the original “highway" map into a
“transportation” map.

Naturally, the highway system is a very
important part of the map, but each year the
promotional side has increased its amount of
tourist information. The many full-color pic-
tures and their descriptions, as well as a second
map detailing recreational, historical, and cul-
tural points of interest have been responsible
for making the map a favorite among tourists.

During 1976-78, a time when gasoline was
fairly plentiful and less expensive and people

were traveling more, more than two million
maps were distributed each year. The last two
years, however, have seen a decline in traveling
and in map requests as well.

0f the 1.6 million maps ordered for use this
year, the Virginia State Travel Service will use
approximately one million, distributed through
their information centers in the state, Washing-
ton, D. C., and New York City. Requests for the
maps come from every state and several foreign
countries.

A total of 40,000 maps is specially printed for
the Historic Garden Week tours during the
spring, and 750 are printed with a grid overlay
for search and rescue use by the Civil Air Patrol.

The remaining maps are distributed by the
Department through its central office, district
and residency offices, and the travelers’ rest
areas. Although the maps are free to the public,
last year they cost the department approxi-
mately nine cents each.

KITCHIN EQUIPMENT CO.

CRANE SERVICE
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

For Steel Erection — Pile Driving
Excavating — Pipe Line
Day — Week — Month
Long Term Rental — Purchase Option
Call 222-6053
Oakleys Lane

Between Highland Springs & Sandston
P. 0. Box 248 Highland Springs, Va. 23075

MEGA CONTRACTORS, INC.

P.0.BOX 6387
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23231
PHONE 804-749-3266

= =

ROAD CONTRACTORS «

GRADING -

SOIL CEMENT

. COMPLETE SITE WORK
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Ghantilly Qonstruction Qorporation

CONTRACTORS - ENGINEERS
HEAVY CONSTRUCTION e CONCRETE STRUCTURES
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS

DULLES INDUSTRIAL PARK
P.O.Box 100
Chantilly, Va. 22110
(703) 471-4300

L C } FROEHLING & ROBERTSON, INC.
i MATERIALS TESTING & INSPECTION — ENGINEERS & CHEMISTS

I Corte ompany, Inc. 1 |
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P Y, . ! Charlotte, N. C Raleigh, N. C Greenville, 5. C. Roanoke, Va

| J. H. LEE & SONS. INC.

Contractors
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Il St. Reg. #8473

i e Highways e Excavating e Sub Division

Ir:[ e Waste Water Control Work @E ® Ready Mixed Concrete

E 43

.ﬁ Phone 804/562-5181 Courtland, Va. 23837
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Acorn Construction CONCRETE REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Company Ltd. Spall repair Overlays

General Contractors EPOXY INJECTION

INSTITUTIONAL By the Structural Concrete Bonding® Process
PUBLIC UTILITIES

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

St. Reg. #9521 P. 0. Box 2528

Telephone (703) 992-3560 n ey
P. 0. Box 12141, Roanoke, Va. 24023

a division of
“tDoperotiver

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC

"
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Ferry Services in Virginia

By
Eddie Reid, Public Information Assistant
Virginia Department of Highways and Transportation

A MAJOR EVENT in the 55-year-old history of the Jamestown-Scotland
rry system occurred in mid-January when a new. $3.5 million vessel
pined the fleet of four, second-hand, older boats that serve commuters
etween Surry County on the south side of the James River and the
illiamsburg-James City County area on the north side.

The new ferry, the “Surry.” was purchased to provide improved service
d to augment the current fleet. In addition, it will help make available
pserve boats for use in emergencies, such as the closing of a major
idge. The 50-car ferry was ordered by the Virginia Department of High-
ays and Transportation from the Wiley Manufacturing Company of Port
eposit, Maryland

In recent years, local commuters and visitors to the Jamestown area
ad complained of inadequate service by the ancient fleet of boats that
ad been purchased as other ferry operations were replaced by tunnels or
idges. A study authorized by the department indicated that building a
ew bridge or tunnel or relocating the ferry was not economically feasible.
The new, 200-foot-long, 64-foot-wide craft, specially designed for the
epartment since ferry boats are no longer stock items, has a displace-
pent of 180 tons empty and 825 tons when loaded. Itis 15.5 feet deep below
e deck and has a speed of 12 to 14 knots. It is powered by a 12-cylinder
eneral Motors diesel engine. Propellers on each end are driven by the
450 horsepower engine.

The ferry’s deck is uncovered and the pilot house tower is amidships.
ereis seating available between the dual pilot control rooms for pedes-
jan passengers.

The new ferry joins the “Ocean City,” which carries 45 vehicles, the
amestown,” 40 vehicles, "Virginia,” 28 vehicles, and “York,” which

Rrries 20 vehicles

The deck and pilothouse of the new vessel, “Surry," recently added to
e Jamestown-Scotland ferry service in Virginia. Built at a cost of $3.5
illion, the craft operates across the James River between Glass House
oint in James City County and Scotland Wharf in Surry County. The
assageway leads to the pedestrian passenger seating area

b tell the Virginia Story

Capt. J. R. Ward on the bridge of the “Surry™ as it made its maiden
voyage an the Jamestown-Scotland ferry service across the James River
The $3.5 million vessel recently joined the fleet in Virginia's only deep
water ferry service.

Ferry service was started in February 1925, when the “Captain John
Smith” crossed the river in the same general area where the ferries now
operate. The ferries were operated by private owners until 1845, when they
were purchased by the state.

The cost of riding the ferry is 80 cents one way for a car and $1 for
multi-axle trucks. Pedestrians and bikers are charged 20 cents for one-
way trips.

In earlier times, ferries were common transportation facilities in Virgi-
nia. In 1748, the General Assembly listed 41 ferries on just the James River
and its tributaries.

The ferry between Glass House Pointin James City County and Scotland
Wharf in Surry County is the last deep water ferry in the state. It provides
one of the slower, but essential, links in the highway system.

While the Jamestown-Scotland ferry is the only deep water, regularly
scheduled, toll service, the department does run three cable ferries used
free of charge and on an “as needed” basis.

Sunnybank Ferry carries Secondary Route 644 traffic across the Little
Wicomico River in Narthumberland County. Merry Point Ferry is located at
Secondary Route 604 on the Corrotoman River in Lancaster County, and
Hatton Ferry carries Secondary Route 625 traffic across the James River
between Albemarle and Buckingham Counties.

All three services use small scows with a two or three vehicle capacity.
Hatton Ferry operates onacable and is driven by the river currents. Small
power boats propel the other two.

Hatton Ferry reportedly began operations in the 1840s, while Merry
Point Ferry may date back to 1812 or earlier. One report had Merry Point
Ferry starting as early as 1700. It may be that such a service operated fora
time, was suspended, and resumed in the 19th century.

A ferry operated by the State of Maryland also serves Virginia. White's
Ferry, a toll service, operates across the Potomac River, connecting
Maryland Route 107 with Virginia Secondary Route 655 in Loudoun
County.
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The rebuilt Meems Bottom Bridge in Shenandoah County was dedicated and opened to traffic in
late 1979. Virtually destroyed in an arsonist’s fire in 1976, it was rebuilt because of its historic and
architectural heritage and is one of two covered bridges still in use in Virginia.

Covered Bridges — A Link to the Past

Joseph L. Presbrey Jr., Public Information Officer
Virginia Department of Highways and Transportation

THOSE picturesque relics of the past-
covered bridges—were once a common sight as
they spanned many creeks and rivers on the
Virginia landscape.

First constructed in a period around 1825,
literally hundreds were seen in the Old Dominion
before their usefulness declined with the advent
of motor vehicles and improved techniques in
bridge design and construction. Even as late as
1936, a survey showed some 50 of the structures
still in use in the state.

Today, there are only seven such bridges [eft
in Virginia and only two of those serve regular
traffic needs. And, would you believe, one of
those is new!

As recently as this past September, the Vir-
ginia Department of Highways and Transporta-
tion recognized these treasures of the past when
it dedicated and opened to traffic a covered
bridge—the rebuilt Meems Bottom Bridge in
Shenandoah County.

Located on Secondary Route 720 south of
Mount Jackson, the bridge spans the North Fork
of the Shenandoah River, almost in sight of the
high-speed, modern Interstate 81. The victim of
an arsonist's torch on Halloween 1976, the
bridge was almostcompletely destroyed. At the
time of the fire, it was one of only two covered
bridges still in use in the state.

The question of whether to rebuild the des-
troyed structure or constructa modern bridgein
its place was considered carefully. Construction

30

estimates placed about the same cost on either
alternative. $250,000,

The Shenandoah County Board of Supervi-
sors and many other state agencies and citi-
zens, including a number from outside Virginia,
urged the department to rebuild the ancient
structure. John E. Harwood, commissioner of
the department at the time, agreed that a new
bridge would have been as costly, and that the
bridge should be rebuilt because of its impor-
tance to the state's architectural and historical
heritage and its value as a tourist attraction.

Salvaging what they could from the old struc-
ture, the Chantilly Construction Company of
Chantilly, Virginia, employed by the depart-
ment, rebuilt the bridge. combining modern and
vintage techniques.

A major factor in deciding to rebuild the 204-
foot-long span was the fact that the bridge was
a unique example of engineering, using the Burr
design, a combination of vertical and diagonal
supports patented in 1817 by Aaron Burr's
brother.

The bridge took its name from the river site,
known locally as Meems Bottom, which was
named for a family that owned Strathmore, an
estate west of the river. Lumber for the original
construction was cut from the estate’'s pine
forests and the stone for the abutments was
quarried nearby. The owner of the estate at the
time was General G. S. Meems. a Civil War
officer who rode with General Thomas J. “Stone-

VIRGINIA RECORD

wall” Jackson, the legendary Confederate Ar
leader.

The other covered bridge still in use, the B
White Bridge. spans the Smith River in Patri
County near Virginia Route 8 south of Woolwi
Built in the early 20th century, this Burr tru
bridge is 80 feet long. It serves mainly as
connection from VA8 for persons attending s
vices at a church on the south side of the riv

The rest of the state’s reminders of the p
are maintained for their historical value and
area attractions for visitors

Another bridge in Patrick County, kno
locally as Jack's Creek Bridge, crosses t
Smith River on what was formally a portion
Secondary Route 615. It is Iocated west of V
and about two miles south of Woolwine. T
48-foot-long bridge was replaced by a mode
structure when the road was realigned and
now visible from VA 8

The second oldest covered bridge still stan
ingin Virginia is the Marysville Bridge over Se
eca Creek in Campbell County. The 62-fo
bridge was built in 1878 after a flood had d
troyed almost every bridge in the county

Local officials requested in 1952 that t
bridge be retained when it was replaced by
modern structure. Today, it is the main attra
tion at a small wayside near U. S 501 and
maintained by the county

Like Patrick County, Giles County also has
pair of the seven remaining covered bridges

Founded 18
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umpback Bridge is maintained as part of a five-acre wayside on US Route 60 about three miles west of Covington. Built in 1835, the bridge was a part

the Kanawha Turnpike in Alleghany County.

ear U. 5. Route 460 in Giles County, two
dified Howe trusses, built about 1916, span
king Creek. A 70-foot bridge beside Secon-
ry Route 601 north of Newport was left in
ce when a new bridge was built in 1963.

he other span, 55 feet long, stands beside
untain Lake Road (Secondary Route 700)
mediately north of US460. When a new bridge
hs constructed in 1949, the little covered
idge was left in place for a private property
kner. Itis preserved now with a coat of barn-
H paint.

[The “granddaddy” of the state's remaining

covered bridges is East Humpback Bridge. Since
1954, it has been maintained as a part of a five-
acre highway wayside three miles west of
Covington on U. S. Route 60.

The graceful, arched 100-foot-long span was
erected in 1853 just west of Covington as part of
the Kanawha Turnpike in Alleghany County. One
of three humpback bridges said to have been
built within a mile, it received its name because
of its location and a rise of eight feet from the
ends to the center.

The bridge was replaced and abandoned in
1929. It stood as a derelict for almost 25 years

before the Covington Business and Professional
Women's Club spearheaded a fund drive to help
restore the old structure as a vital part of the
county’'s history.

The once common covered bridge was for
many years a vital part of Virginia's highway
system. Today it is preserved as a reminder of
other days. This link with the past was brought
into focus at the dedication of the rebuilt Meems
Bottom Bridge, when a wagon owned by a local
farmer and drawn by a pair of Clydesdale
horses was the first vehicle across.

LANFORD BROTHERS COMPANY

Road and Bridge Construction

P. O. Box 7330
ROANOKE, VA. 24019
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STRUCTURAL STEEL
FABRICATION
ERECTION

o g — Il,nm_; SpanNs
— STEEL JoISTS
— Roor DEecks

_"f 4 — JaiL CELLS
~— PrisoN LQUIPMENT

Helping to build a stronger Virginia . . .

Roanoke Iron & Bridge Works, Inc.

Roanoke, Virginia

Plants: Roanoke and Troutville

MARKS-RUNIONS

Co., Inc.
Highway Contractors

Clarksville, Va. 23927

5200 Hatcher St.

S. B. COX, INC.

Demolition Contractors

CONSTRUCTIVE DEMOLITION

INDUSTRIAL — COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Old Handmade Brick for Sale
Serving Virginia and Carolinu

Phone 804-222-2232
Richmond, Va. 23231

SAFETY and ASPHALT PAVING IS OUR BUSINESS

THINK ' sl Ly
SAFETY
m—————
ON YOUR JOB ——
IN YOUR HOME Protect Our Environment

ON THE ROAD

“WE PAVE THE WAY"

A Thompson—ARTHUR N

PAVING CO.

DIVISION OF ASHLAND WARREN

Greenshoro, N.C.

An Equol Opportunity Employer

Asheboro, N.C. Burlington, N.C.

Reidsville, N.C. Eden, N.C.

It's Everyone's Business

High Point, N.C.

John Henry
Steel Erection Co.
Inc.

Miscellaneous & Structural
Steel
Certified Welding

Phone 739-3331

9710 Bending Dak Drive
Midlothian, Va. 23113

HOTT & MILLER
INC.

Highway Contractors

Phone (304) 874-3969

P. 0. Box 66
Wardensville, W. Va.
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Large barges carry railroad freight cars across the Chesapeake Bay from Cape Charles to Little Creek, near Norfolk, in the carfloat operation of the
b-mile-long Eastern Shore rail line. Continuation of the line is a goal of the State Rail Plan developed by the Virginia Department of Highways and

ansportation.

Assessing the Importance of Rail Transportation

VIRGINIA'S economic interest in preserving
il transportation within the state is expected
lead to purchase of the Eastern Shaore rail line
the Accomack-Northampton Transportation
strict Commission by mid-1980.

Governor John N. Dalton recently announced
e signing of an agreement between the Trans-
prtation Commission and the Penn Central
prporation which will result in the buying of
efreightline’stracks, real estate, rolling stock
d carfloat.

Providing the state-created commission sat-
fies certain requirements, including the secur-
g of grants, leans, and loan guarantees from
deral agencies and others, the 96-mile-long
rmer Penn Central properties are expected to
b purchased for $8.6 million in June.

The rail line in Accomack and Northampton
punties, which includes the carfloat ferrying
peration across the Chesapeake Bay between
ape Charles and Little Creek, runs from Poco-
oke City. Maryland, where it joins the ConRail
stem, to rail facilities in Norfolk.

Since the mid-1970s, the Commonwealth has
ecome more involved in rail transportation.
Because of the growth of motor vehicle travel,
ghway improvements, air travel, and a once-
entiful oil supply. railroads have been declin-
g since the early 1900s, and by mid-century it
as necessary for the federal government to
2gin subsidizing rail passenger service and
ore recently, some freight service

When the defunct Penn Central Railroad aban-
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In the Commonwealth

doned rail operations on the Eastern Shore, the
economic and social interests of Virginia were
injeopardy and it was necessary for the state to
become actively involved in rail planning. The
assignment was given to the state’s Secretary
of Transportation who, in turn, asked the Depart-
ment of Highways and Transportation to develop
a State Rail Plan which was a prerequisite to
obtaining federal funds to help retain rail
service.

The department's transportation coordination
division, now the rail transportation division,
developed the first Rail Plan in 1975 and since
has been updating the plan annually.

Although the division's first attempt at devel-
oping a State Rail Plan was confined largely to a
detailed analysis of the Eastern Shore railroad
situation and gathering data on the other rail
lines serving Virginia, the 1979 update of the
plan reflects the broadened scope of activitiesin
rail matters, explained R. G. Corder, rail division
administrator.

A set of provisional planning goals and stra-
tegies designed for achieving those goals has
been outlined in the Rail Plan to guide the future
development of the rail program in the state.
These goals and strategies have been developed
with the participation of a State Rail Advisory
Committee comprised of representatives of rail-
road companies, state planning districts, state
governmental agencies, major business firms,
and others.

The divisionis now assessing the importance

MAY 1980

of rail transportation to Virginia's economy, and
this analysis will provide a statewide perspec-
tive of the economic value of rail transportation.
Also, it will serve to alert the state to the poten-
tial effect that changes in rail services might
produce on various economic sectors, such as
mining, agriculture, and forestry.

A procedure has been developed by the depart-
ment for reviewing rail lines which are likely
candidates for abandonment. These lines are
discussed with officials of the affected areas, as
well as the railroad companies and other inter-
ested state and local agencies. Solutions look-
ing to continuation of local rail service are
sought wherever warranted.

Proposed rail mergers, consolidations, and
acquisitions also are reviewed by the division,
as well as the issue of rail passenger service.

In addition, there are many emerging issues
associated with rail competitiveness, financial
assistance, and regulatory reform in which the
division is invelved, said Corder.

Rail-related transportation policy issues
which may be of concern to the state's Secretary
of Transportation and the State Highway and
Transportation Commission are analyzed by the
division.

During the past year, public information meet-
ings were conducted around the state to discuss
several rail freight lines which face possible
abandonment and the economic and transporta-
tion effects such abandonment would have on
communities served by the lines.
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Timlaph Corporation of Virginia

Old Stage and Osborne Road
Richmond, Virginia

Attkisson Truck & Excavating Service

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY

Phone 703-791-3598

13210 Spriggs Road Manassas, Virginia

VIRGINIA ASPHALT PAVING CO., INC.

ROANOKE AND RIVERTON, VIRGINIA

AUGUSTA STEEL CORPORATION

Hollow Metal Doors & Frames — Rolling Steel Service Doors
Metal Toilet Partitions — Miscellaneous Specialty Items — Finish Hardware
COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAI
Contact: A. R. (Pete) Gieson — Raymond Shaner — Al White, AHC

P.O. Box 980, Verona, Virginia Phone 703-248-2301

Phone 632-2323

Lawrence Mitchell

Plastering Contractor
SPECIALIZING IN GOLDBOND THIN COAT SYSTEM
Residential — Industrial — Commercial

MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 700 Second Street

}’W

LONE STAR
INDUSTRIES, INC.

977 NORFOLK SQUARE
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
(804) 855-8611

* READY MIXED CONCRETE

* SAND
* GRAVEL
* STONE

* WITE-LITE MASONRY UNITS
* CONCRETE PIPE

* PRESTRESS CONCRETE

* CEMENT
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Status of
Virginia's
Highway Program
(from page 25)

“It is reasonable to ask whether this wo
not be an acceptable circumstance, since red
ed use of fuel is resulting in reduced traf
volumes at present,” he wrote. And he s
gested an answer.

‘Perhaps that would be a valid conclusio
the state’'s highways all were adequate to sej
present-day needs. But they aren't. In nea
every county and city, inadequate roaf
streets, and bridges pose safety hazards
motorists, induce traffic congestion, and,
deed, contribute to unnecessary waste of fug

Even with the gasoline situation and i
roved transit, he said, “highways and stre
will remain the foundation of Virginia's tra
portation system for many years.” Moreover,
added, "the effectiveness of local bus syste
depends in large measure upon modern traf
arteries on which transit vehicles may md
reasonably free of congestion.”

Considering it impractical to attempttom
all road needs in the immediate future,
Commission decided, instead, to recomme
what it regarded as a minimal improvemg
planthat would cost about $120 milliona yea
additional funds. The Commission also p
posed that the state government shoulde
larger share of the costs of building the Me
commuter rail and subway system in Northg
Virginia.

Members suggested six alternate ways
which the additional funds could be produc
Included were an increase in the nine cent |
gallon gasoline tax:anincrease in theextrat
cents per gallon “road tax™ paid by truckers
fuel purchases; an increase in the state’s t
percent motor vehicle sales tax, and three wa
in which a percentage tax might be applied
motor fuel sales.

The governor, who spent hours reviewing
problem with highway officials, agreed
revenue situation was critical. “This is a mat
that needs yourimmediate attention,” he saig
his opening address to the 1980 legislat
session.

Of the alternatives suggested by the High
and Transportation Commission, he preferre
four percent sales tax on the wholesale pric
fuel. But he said he was ready to work
legislators in finding another way to raise |
funds.

Inthe Legislature, there was little enthusia
for the fuel sales tax, although it could ha
provided a valuable hedge against inflation
that the state’'s income would have risen asf
prices rose. Some observers said itwastoon
a concept, and unfamiliarity bred reluctan
Several legislators thought rapidly rising f
prices might yield more money than the st
could use effectively. That concern could ha
been met by writing a ceiling into the law, or
requiring annual legislative review of the |
rate. But the sales tax idea drew scant suppt

Inits place, the governor recommended a f
cent per gallon increase in the nine cent t
refaining the concept first adopted in Virgi
nearly 60 years ago of collecting a cents-p
gallon tax on motor fuel. In the end, the Legis
ture passed a 2¢ increase for the road progre
and enacted a regional sales tax on fuel for
Northern Virginia area for the Metro system
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The statewide increase will provide much-
eded funds for the primary. secondary, and
ban road systems. It won't provide the long-
rm reliel offered by the governor's original
oposal, and some motorists will have to wait
ill longer for road and bridge improvements.
The Assembly also directed its Joint Legisla-
ve Audit and Review Commission to study the
epartment of Highways and Transportation
d the state’s transportation needs. in cooper-
ion with a joint committee composed of mem-
rs of the Senate and the House of Delegates
That study began shortly after the session
ded, and Commissioner King said the depart-
ent “will assist and cooperate in every way
ssible to make itcomprehensive and meaning-
G

He pledged also that a management consult-
g firm employed by the department last year
study its organizational structure and man-
ement system would be available to assistin
ny way desired.

The question of how best to pay for improve-
ent and maintenance of Virginia's roads cer-
inly will be discussed further. And when it is,
at underlying question of how the family car
tsinto the state's transportation future can't be
nored.

Whileitsrole surely will change, and while its
zecertainly wil be smaller, the auto is likely to
ntinue as the basic means of transportation
rmost trips made by most citizens. And, lack-
g persuasive evidence to the cantrary,. the
ate’'s transportation policies will have to re-
ect that prospect.

Save A Life

Calling all women over 20 to have a
Pap test! The life vou save could be
your owrn, reminds the American
Cancer Society

Hundley Bryant
Electrical Contractor

All Types of Electrical Work
Free Estimates

Phone 804-847-9037
If No Answer Call 804-846-6579

LYNCHBURG, VA.

GOLLADAY
Building Supply
Inc.

MILLWORK
BUILDING MATERIALS
LUMBER

HARDWARE - PAINTS — ROOFING
Phone T03-869-1136

STEPHENS CITY, VA.

P. C. GOODLOE & SON

St. Reg. #11372
EXCAVATING & ROAD BUILDING

Phone 703-373-5863

1112 Kings Highway Fredericksburg, Va.

Asphalt Roads & Materials Co., Inc.

Box 62423 Witchduck Station Virginia Beach, Va. 23462

P. E. EUBANK & COMPANY

Contractors

Commercial & Industrial
804/643-8174

Concrete & Excavating

1518 High Street
Richmond, Va. 23220

BOXLEY QUARRIKES

CRUSHED LIMESTONE and CRUSHED GRANITE for
ROAD BUILDING + CONCRETE + RAILROAD BALLAST + FURNACE FLUX
FILTER STONE + AGSTONE - LIMESTONE SAND

W.W.BOXLEY & COMPANY

Phone 703/ 344-6601
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ROANOKE. VIRGINIA 24010
Seven Plants Located on N. & W, §.C.L.

BOXLEY
QUARRIES

STANLEY R. CUPP INC.

Established 1943

STATE REG. #7960

PAVING & EXCAVATING
CONTRACTORS
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*INDUSTRIAL

* DRIVEWAYS

* PARKING LOTS
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— ESTIMATES WITHOUT OBLIGATION—
“Let the Professionals do it"’
SERVING THE AREA WITH OUR OWN PLANT MIXED MATERIALS

CALL 382-2246
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GRAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Specializing in

Dimension Lumber

Since
1884

Phone 804-834-2292

WAVERLY, VIRGINIA

Animal Health and Daires . . . (From page 17)

the change was adopted by the Board of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services on July 21, 1977

As the dairy industry continues to grow in the
next decade, the Dairy Services Bureau of
VDACS will continue to provide the regulatory
services that ensure a safe wholesome, nutri-
tious and properly labeled product to the retail
marketplace.

MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION—
MAINTAINING ITS "EQUAL TO" STATUS

The Meat and Poultry Inspection (MPI) Section
of AH&D has the responsibility of enforcing the
Virginia Meat and Poultry Products Inspection
Act. This Act assures the consumer of whole-
some, unadulterated. and truthfully labeled
meat and poultry products.

In 1970, this act was written to conform with
federal specifications and was reenacted into
law by the General Assembly. The fallowing
year, USDA certified Virginia's meat inspection
service as being “equal to” the federal stand-
ards of meat inspection. This was a significant

| DEPOSIT ALL LITTER

LEADBETTER CONSTRUCTION CO.

General Contractor

1-95 & Lewiston Road Exit
Hanover Industrial Air Park

Dial 798-8301

COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

405-A Alr Park Road
ASHLAND, VA. 23005

MOUNTCASTLE LUMBER CO.

INCORPORATED
LUMBER — BUILDING MATERIALS

Phone 966-2252

PROVIDENCE FORGE, VA.
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R.E. Lee Electric Co., Inc.

Electrical Distribution

UNDERGROUND — OVERHEAD — [INSIDE

FroopLicuTING

8207 Backlick Rd.

Phone 703-550-7500

NEWINGTON, VA. 22122
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event of the decade and continues to be a pr
gram of major significance into the '80s.

During the past decade, as inflation became
costly factor in the administration of me
inspection, many states gave up their progra
and let the federal government take over in t
area of meat inspection. The Meat and Poult
Inspection Section of VDACS continued to a
minister the state’s meat inspection progra
and has retained its “equal to" status even
inflationary times, for the past decade. Mai
taining this “equal to" status has consum
many man-hours and Virginians can be pro
that MPI met the challenge to ensure quali
meat products to consumers.

Training was a key word to the overall phil
sophy of MPI during the "70s. An accelerat
training program was initiated for superviso
personnel in the areas of meat inspection a
post-mortem inspection with respect to relat
pathological conditions. This action resulted
a more decisive meat and poultry inspecti
program during the decade

Also, during the 70s, the Meat and Poult
Inspection Section assisted the Animal Heal
Section in disease control by collecting appro
imately 25,000 blood samples per yearfromc
tle and swine at slaughter. By making a month
report on the pathological conditions encou
tered at slaughter to the Animal Health Sectio
problem areas could be immediately identifie
THE LABORATORY—

TECHNOLOGY OF THE ‘70s APPLIED TO THE '8

During the decade, the Laboratory Secti
continued to provide diagnostic services to Vi
ginia's livestock and poultry producers. Ho
ever, during the latter part of the decade, the
was a growing demand among veterinary pra
titioners for laboratory help in defining ailmen
affecting small or companion animals. Assi
ance was also qgiven to zoological parks a
aviaries as Division Laboratory expertise w
instrumental in the diagnosis of an outbreak of
particular disease in Virginia's Whitetail deer

Laboratory Section activities of the deca
included: bacteriological, viral and histopath
logical examination of tissues; parasitolog
serology and hematology. Regulatory labor
tory work constituted a large portion of the labj
activities, as, for example, the routine testing
raw milk and frozen dairy products. Also,a ne
program was established incorporating ad
tional testing capabilities to meet requiremen
for the export of animals.

The Laboratory Section grew in the 70s toi
current status of the Central Laboratory
Richmond and five regional laboratories throug
out the state. During May of 1979, constructi
beganonanewdepartmentlaboratoryinHar
sonburg and ona new laboratory office buildi
at Ivor. These facilities will fill a need for mo
adequate diagnostic and disease-control ser
ices to the livestock and poultry industries
the Shenandoah Valley area and to the swi
industry, meat packing plants and other agricd
tural interests of southside Virginia.

With increased methodology and advance
technology in laboratory services, we can e
pect great things for the '80s in defining ti
problems of Virginia's livestock.

The Division of Animal Health and Dairies hz
moved into a new decade and with this ne
decade may come new problems. But the expe
tise and determination gained in the 70s w
surely prove to be stepping stones into the ‘80
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Lee draws 15 well-written inches by Louis H
anarin of the Virginia State Library, but of
urse Lee's name recurs frequently in the run-
ng account of the battles. Another gifted Vir-
nia general, George Henry Thomas of South-
pton County, receives 10 inches, more than
is customarily alloted. Unlike Lee, Thomas
mained faithful to the United States and, as
sentry notes, is now regarded by most author-
es as one of the best commanders in the Civil
ar: “Few persons contributed more than he to
e defeat of the Confederacy.”
In his own day Thomas was ostracized in
uthampton. It's time now that his significant
ace in the nation's history be recognized —
luted, if you will— by a plaque, perhapsin the
all of the county courthouse.
To make room in the book for lesser known
rsons such as Thomas, articles about familiar
ures tend to be brief and interpretative. Jef-
rson, for instance, draws only 12 inches.
The accent on brevity produces some elo-
ent summaries. Harry H. Edwards’ 10-inch
noposis of Louisiana's Kingfish, Huey P. Long,
ncludes: “Long wasa man who sought power
order to do good and eventually came to
uate power with good.” That could serve as
nepitaph for many kingfish in political waters.
Critters as well as people come under the
ook's gaze. In my childhood the blackest
earted villain in the South was the boll weevil.
ere, in eight inches, is a cameo of that infa-
10us bug, firstidentified in 1894 in Brownsville,
exas, from whence it moved eastward at the
ate of 40 to 160 miles annually, reaching the
tlantic Coast in about 20 years.

The heroic, oft-repeated claim in the South
as that the boll weevil was actually beneficial,
' forcing diversification of crops. One Alabama
ywn erected a monument to the boll weevil. But
at positive outlook is at best only partly true,
1e entry notes.

The boll weevil is still agriculture’'s most
ostly pest. Approximately a third of all insecti-
des applied in the United States is used in an

~ Jarrett Welding Co.

Complete Welding Service

® Electric & Acetylene
® Portable Welding Equipment

954 Whitmell St. Dial 793-3717
DANVILLE VIRGINIA

Byler
Plumbing & Heating

Company

Plumbing Contractors
COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL
Phone 497-4871
505 N. Witchduck Rd.
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

WATERFRONT LUMBER CO., INC.

Millwork & Building Materials
Our Mill 5.P.1.B.—Grade Mark 036
1200 Jefferson Ave. NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA Phone 245-0091

Anderson Sheet Metal Works, Inc.

Roofing Contractors
COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL — RESIDENTIAL

Papermill Road St. Reg. #5496 Phone 662-2586
P.0O. Box 843 Winchester, Va.

"BUILD WITH BRICK "

apital
asonry

BRICK CONTRACTOR

® RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23223 @ PHONE: 648-78636

2308 ANNISTON ST.

Bryant-Durham Electric Company, Inc.

Electric Contractors
Va. 8§t. Reg. #9851

INDUSTRIAL — COMMERCIAL — INSTITUTIONAL — HOSPITALS

5102 Neal Rd. Dial (919) 383-2526
DURHAM, N.C. 27705

Wiley N. Jackson Company

General Contractor

St. Reg. #10013
Roads — Bridges

Site Work

Phone 703-389-0251
1645 Apperson Drive, Salem, Virginia

Service Electric Corporation
of Virginia
St. Reg. #A-8052

Commercial — Industrial

Overhead & Underground

5867 Adderly Streel Norfolk, Va. 23502
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attempt to control the boll weevil. Currently a
move is afoot to employ new techniques to wipe
it out of existence in this country. In will endure,
is my bet; but go ahead and try. It's a good
cause.

The seven-inch dissertation on the mint julep.
just about as high as a silver gablet containing
that delicious beverage, contains sufficient de-
tail to settle any argument on how to prepare the
“highly individualized mixture of whiskey, ice,
mint leaves, and sugar,” whether, for instance,
to use the “finest available bourbon,” or as
Marylanders prefer, rye; whether to top it off
with a dollop of rum; whether, as Henry Clay
argued, the mint leaves should be slightly
bruised, or, as some insist. “crushed or pum-
meled" to ensure the mintyness of the finished
elixir. One thing is sure, even a teetotaler will
grow thirsty reading about it.

The encyclopedia offers many a historical
tidbit to dispense over a mint julep. | had not
known that the wrathful Blackbeard the Pirate,
who terrorized the waters off Virginia and North
Carolina, had 12 to 14 wives. No wonder he was
prone to go into towering rages.

Nor had | known that Yankee soldiers as-
serted that FFV stood not for First Families of
Virginia but for Fast-footed Virginians in retreat.
In that regard none would have fostered that
canard about Stonewall Jackson's infantry
known as “the foot cavalry” for its speed in
moving about the Valley of Virginia in pursuit of
several Federal armies.

Of course, the book will be a valuable aid to
more serious purposes than cocktail conversa-
tion. One may learn how the South stood solidly,
or divided, in every presidential election since
1788. Here, too, is a summation of the Supreme
Court's desegregation decision in Brown v. the

Board of Education in Topeka. that began in
1954 the lang-deferred Second Reconstruction
throughout the South. and, in time, much of the
rest of the Nation. There are helpful descriptions
of the seven civil rights acts extending from
1866 to 1968.

Each Southern state is the subject of a well
done profile, the shortest being Mississippi's
with 11inches, and the longest being Virginia's
with 21. Fifteen Virginia cities and towns find
places in the encyclopedia’s pages. Until just
before sleep overtook me the other night | had
not known that during the Civil War the resi-

dents of Chincoteague voted 138 to 2 agai
secession, induced to take that position by t
island’s isolation and waterbourne trade w
the North

There are, of course, adozen definitions of t
South's boundaries. The editors define it
encompassing the District of Columbia a
those states that accepted the practice of sl
ery in 1860. If Virginians cavil at consideri
D.C. a part of Dixie, then remember that the
Dominion, at Jefferson’s urging, ceded the la
for the site of the nation’s capital. That was
the days of this state's greatest glory.
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Genuine
Buckingham Slate®
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balance between
architecture and nature

VvCU Girls' Dormitery Va. Commonwealth University
Architect: Lee, King, & Poole

Interior imagination! Add nature’s
own warmth with the rich, natural
texture of Buckingham Slate® Result—
smart contemporary design endowed
with timeless dignity and enduring
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able beauty!

Flair. too. The floating airiness of
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Write or call for information or see
our catalogs in Sweet’s Architectural
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(Above and right) Woody’s Funeral Home, Parham Chapel, Richmond, Va.
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