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BUILDING MATERIAL (Face Brick)
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A very effective employment of simple soldier and rowlock
courses for the embellishment of the wall surface. Note espe-
cially the treatment of the broad belt course at the second story.

A‘S the architec¢t is desirous of having conveniently
at hand illustrations of beautiful brickwork, the
American Face Brick Association has prepared an en-
closed folder, file size with printed tab, which at present
contains thirty-two de luxe half-tone plates of the finest
types of brickwork.

These examples cover a wide range of interior and
exterior subjects, and will be useful in the drafting room
for suggesting many interesting methods of treating the

A Portfolio of Architectural Details in Brickwork

AMERICAN FACE BRICK ASSOCIATION

wall surface. This portfolio will be added to from time
to time with further examples, with data on brick, and
its uses, and with monographs on the treatment of the
mortar joint in connection with the blending of the brick
color tones.

A set of these plates in the folder will be sent to
any architect requesting them on his office station-
ery, and his name will be placed on the list for future
mailings.

II50 WESTMINSTER BUILDING « CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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INpusTRIAL SEcTION

IN the power plant

and sanitation
equipment of mod-
ern industry

CRANE
SERVICE

assures permanent satis-
faction; whether it be the
drainage piping or the
plumbing fixtures of an ex-
tensive sanitation arrange-
ment, or the high pressure
superheated steam lines of
an enormous power plant.

We are manufacturers of
about 20,000 articles, in-
cluding valves, pipe fittings,
and steam specialties, made
of brass, iron, ferrosteel,
cast steel and forged steel,
in all sizes, for all pressures
and all purposes, and are
distributors through the
trade, of pipe, heating and
plumbing materials.

SALES OFFICES, WAREHOUSES AND SHOWROOMS:

BOSTON ATLANTIC CITY MEMPHIS
SPRINGFIELD NEWARK LITTLE ROCK
HARTFORD CAMDEN MUSKOGEE
BRIDGEPORT BALTIMORE FOier
ROCHESTER WASHINGTON
NEW YORK SYRACUSE
HARLEM BUFFALO WICHITA
ALBANY SAVANNAH ST. LOUIS
BROGKLYN ATLANTA KANSAS CITY
PHILADELPHIA KNOXVILLE TERRE HAUTE
READING BIRMINGHAM CINCINNATI

OKLAHOMA CITY

PLUMBING WARE

M. E. Smith Building

Jas. A. Stewart & Co.
General Contractors

Sanitary Plumbing Co.

FI'g. & Htg. Contrs.

Nebraska
Crane Equipped

WORKS: CHICAGO AND BRIDGEPORT

INDIANAPOLIS 8T. PAUL

DETROLT MINNEAPOLIS
FOUNDED BY R. T. CRANE, 1888 CHICAGO WINONA

ROCKFORD DULUTH

CR A N E CO- g::::s:aplua FARGO

DAVENPORT WATERTOWN
836 SO. MICHIGAN AVE. DES MOINES ABERDEEN

OMAHA GREAT FALLS
CHICAGO SIoUX CITY BILLINGS

MANKATO SPOKANE

CRANE  MONTREAL, TORONTO. VANCOUVER, WINNIPEG. CRANE-BENNETT, Lo

LIMITED CALGARY,

HALIFAX OTTAWA, LONDON. ENG.
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VI ’ ROOFING (Barrett Specifications)

e DU e m—— - S - FUaSS,

Cross-section of a Barrett Specification Roof. Note the uniform distribution of Pitch between the layers of Felt.

Right Construction is Half the Roof—

TUDY the illustrations at the right. In these the successive
steps in the building-up of a Barrett Specification Roof over
concrete are graphically shown. The Barrett Specification de-
scribes in detail the manner in which the roof shall be laid, because
right construction is just as important as the use of right materials.

The Barrett Specification Roof for flat or nearly flat roofed
buildings, consists of several alternate layers of Specification
Pitch and Specification Felt, with a surface covering of gravel or
slag. These materials are used because 60 years’ experience A
has proved— o o o et Sereton ik,

—that no other bitumen has the weather- S|

resisting properties of this high grade pitch;

—that no other kind of felt has the lasting

tensile strength of this carefully selected felt;

—that no other surfacing material renders

a roof so highly fire-resistant as gravel or slag

which serves the further purpose of holding

in place the extra-thick poured top coat of
Barrett Specification Pitch.

Have your roofing contract call for the 20-
or 10-year Surety Bond Guaranty. This is ) S
issued free of charge through the U. S. Fidel- Fifrea Felt on the piich scal voot. Forr
ity and Guaranty Company of Baltimore. [0t o sirtae coih iy overins.
Then you Will be sure that Barrett Speciﬁca_ ping three-fourths of the preceding ply.
tion materials will be applied, in sufhcient quantities and by proper
methods. For all Barrett Specification Bonded Roofs are constructed
unider the watchful eye of an experienced Barrett inspector who is pres-

Ieft: Mopping on the Barrell Specifica
tion Pitch. Each layer of fell is hermeti-
cally sealed to the adjoining layer by the
pitch waler proofing. In no spot do th®
lavers towuch each other.

Below : Pouring final coat of hot Barrett Specifica-

ent on the job to see that the Specification is strictly complied with. tion Pitch ond embedding thick wearing surfare of

gravel or slag after entire roof hasreceived four plies
* of felt and pitch.

Before specifying or closing contract for a Barrett Specification Roof,
be sure to read carefully all the stipulations in the Specification.

Full details regarding these Bonded Roofs and copies
of The Barrett Specifications sent free on request.

The M Company %

New York Chicago Philadelphia Boston St. Louis Cleveland Cincinnati ’i
Pittsburgh Detroit New Orleans Birmingham Kansas City ~ Minneapolis Dallas .
Nashville Syracuse Seattle Peoria Atlanta Duluth SaltLakeCity
Bang Washington. Johnstown Lebanon Youngstown  Milwaukee ‘Toledo
Columbus Richmond Latrobe Bethlehem Elizabeth Buffalo Baltimore
Omaha Houston Denver Jacksonville

THE BARRETT COMPANY, LIMITED: Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg,Vancouver, St. John, N.B., Halifax, N.S.

i =
)

Bonded for 20 and 10 s "m'm“"H

INpusTRIAL SECTION JourNAL oF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS January, 1922 -
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VIII ROOFING (Asbestos)

The roofing problem of this building

has been solved

HERE the architect solved the roofing problem by

specifying Johns-Manville Asbestos Roofing.

He answered the upkeep question by specifying a

roofing that will not decay, dry up, crack, curl, “run”

. o or disintegrate. He answered the question of fire haz-
e ard by specifying a roofing that is fire-safe.

L Asbestos Roofing, being all mineral, is subject to
none of the inherent defects found in so-called “rag
felt” roofings.

Johns-Manville Asbestos Roofing is made in a wide

range of thicknesses and forms, including the beautiful
“Colorblende™ Asbestos Shingles.

There are facts of value and interest to every archi
tect in the Johns-Manville Roofing Booklet. Sent
promptly upon request.

Johns-Manville Asbestos Roofings are ap-
proved by Underwrilers’ Laboralories, Inc.

JOHNS-MANVILLE, Inc., Madison Ave., at 41st St., N. Y. C.
Branches in 60 Large Cities
For Canada: CANADIAN JOHNS-MANVILLE CO., Ltd., Toronto

The PublicLibrary,
Deiroit, Mich.
Cass Gilbert, Arch'l

New York

and its allied products

== TOHNS-MANVILLE

Temperature Cements,

s ASBESTOS ROOFING

Products

INDUSTRIAL SECTION JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS January, 1922



BUILDING MATERIAL (Limestone) 1 ‘ IX

7

To Architects and o o
the Stone Trade—

On the dawn of this New Year we desire to express

our appreciation of your interest and patronage accorded
us during Nineteen Hundred Twenty One..

In anticipation of a large volume of business this year,
we extend to you a cordial invitation to visit Bedford,
for we believe that an inspection of the home of
Indiana Limestone, this vast natural stone deposit and
the development of the quarries, will undoubtedly
prove of great interest and advantage to you.

During your stay in Bedford, we are pleased to offer
you the convenience and courtesies of The Bedford
Stone Club, where you will find a friendly hearth and

genial hospitality always.

Indiana Limestone Quarrymen’s Association
Box 769, Bedford, Indiana
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Shadows and Straws

thought. The Institute’s Committee on

Registration, for example, might perhaps
have its attention directed to the recent statement of
Lady Astor, as chronicled in current press reports.
“No architect,” says she, “ought to be permitted to
build a family house until he has married and has had
three children, and then he should first submit his
plans to his wife.”” We are reminded, in this con-
nection, of the lady who called on an architect and
submitted a drawing of a bungalow she proposed to
build. The space was laid out quite intelligently,
and her opinion was that the need for an architect
was more or less slight and that his compensation
ought therefore to be considerably reduced.

The architect, noticing that the cellar stairs
descended from the parlor, modestly inquired
whether that was her expressed desire. “Well,” she
replied, “I don’t see where else to put them.”

EpucaTioN, on the meaning of which there is so
great divergence, is greatly to the fore among our
English brethren. An interesting episode in the con-
troversy relates to the theatrical performances of
Shakespeare arranged by the London County
Council for the benefit of elementary school children.
The legality of the expenditure involved was chal-
lenged. As aresult, the Lord Chief Justice has given
the finding that the court “could not see that a
theatre was a place of educational interest.” This,
says a critic, “hits the modern idea of education full
in the face, and with no apology to follow.” He like-
wise points out that while it is still legal to take the
children to the Tower of London as an aid to the
teaching of history, the ruling out of one art from

_school curricula may very properly be regarded as a

precedent for the suppression of the rest. We are
still badly in need of an understanding as to what an
educated person is, it seems.

PossisLy some light has been shed by the report
of the Committee appointed to inquire into the teach-
ing of English in the land of its nativity. It has
aroused the keenest interest, is widely commented
upon, and seems to be esteemed as a very worth-

I i\ROM ENGLAND comes much food for

while statement on the subject. The report insists,
says Mr. Clutton-Brock, the distinguished essayist,
“upon two things so obvious that they have been
forgotten—namely, that we are not educated at all
unless we learn to use our own language, and that we
do not learn to use it by nature; that is to say, by
talking alone. Croce has pointed out that
the unit of language is not the word but the sentence;
words have no real existence, no precise meaning,
except in sentences, and because most of us at
present cannot find the language for the thought our
thought does not exist. We have a process which we
call thought, but which consists in finding reasons for
believing what we want to believe.”

What a truism! The world blunders on by a
process of rationalisation,—by cheating itself in
both thought and language. “We must cheat
ourselves in the process of thought,” says Mr.
Clutton-Brock, “and this we are able to do just
because we allow our language to cheat us. . . .
What is worse, we not only cheat ourselves but allow
others to cheat us, Because, having no command of
language, we do not see that they are misusing it.”
In somewhat vulgar terms, but with beautiful pre-
cision, the process in America has been called “chew-
ing the news-print cud.”

YeT 1r CLurron-Brock sheds light, we are at
once plunged into fresh obscurity. Lord Robert
Cecil, by many considered as the coming statesman
of England, speaking recently on the subject of the
workingman’s education, said: ‘“Broadly speaking,
things have been managed by educated people. But
there seems to be required something more than
education for managing the affairs of a great
country.” This is a stinger, as one might say, for
it is tantamount to a confession that our so-called
educated people are quite impotent to prescribe or
conduct a process of education. To be sure, Lord
Robert added that ““the acquisition of education was
not real education. Education was only valuable
if it taught people to think.” Bt this leaves small
food to gloat over. A civilization which has allowed
propaganda to pass as thought, and to accept the
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currency while lying down supinely,will have to shake
itself roundly if it really wishes to make education
the means of extricating us from the present con-
dition of things. And nothing but education—not
the old kind—will do the trick. No wonder that
optimism is showing signs of fatigue.

FoLLowING upon precedent now somewhat firmly
established in this country—and perhaps elsewhere;
we do not know—the Royal Institute of British
Architects is considering the award of a medal for
the “best street building” erected in London during
the coming year. The press takes up the proposal
and speculates on the fact that “while music, paint-
ing, sculpture, and literature have to face the full
battery of criticism in the journals devoted to these
subjects, architecture alone is secluded from all
critical shocks. The impression the layman gets
is that all buildings are equal in the sight of the
editor.” There is more than a modicum of truth in
that statement. And yet, we wonder, what is the
use of the flood of public criticism? What propor-
tion of it is of the slightest value? What share of it
is based upon real culture? And of what influence
is it, in the final analysis. When art is alive, people
talk about it. When it is dead, they write about it,
using the poorest language we have in which to try
to explain the better one we have forgotten—or lost.

YET THE TRAIL of business runs here as ever. The
word language has been taken over, lock, stock, and
barrel, as an accessory to the traffic of barter and
sale. No word is sacred. No word meaning en-
dures. All is distorted, magnified, superlatived,
and crammed down our paralyzed gateways to the
brain like wadding into a barrel. But nothing ever
goes off. There are no explosions. It is just a
stuffing process, and of that process, criticism pre-
tends to occupy an exalted and useful share. Per-
haps! But the power of appreciation is a personal
matter. Beauty has 2 million messages. Few get
all of them. Hardly a being who does not get some
of them. How many have been helped to get more
by reading what someone else believed to be the one
and only true message revealed, or by reading why
the one and only true message was not revealed?
We think very few, for criticism has become a trade
like the rest, and thrives not upon the instinct for
creating things but by dissecting and often mangling
beyond recovery, the creator in embryo. We speak
here of public criticism only, as distinguished from
the wise counsel extended by the master to the pupil.
That’s a different question. There we see art still
alive, or in process of becoming alive through
creation. In the other field—words, words, words—
and what comes alive? Really alive to completeness?

Is THE REMEDY sought one of building up or of
tearing away? Both, very likely. The tale of the
“ivy green” seems a propos. For years its foliage

has been reverenced as an adornment to architecture.
The “ivy mantled”” wall is almost as stock in language,
as money in a bank. But Oxford, under wise guid-
ance and somewhat goaded to the effort by a group
of architects, has found that buildings dug out from
under the ivy were much more beautiful than had
been thought. Of course, in tearing down the in-
sidious thing, whose tendrils will eventually bring
down the stoutest wall, one has to be careful. Much
ivy serves a very useful purpose. It had better be
left to complete its work of destruction. But this
merely serves to remind us that it is easier to tear
down than to know what to tear down. And then,
if we tore down all that was thought to be ugly, even
though we took no more than a census among archi-
tects, there would not be so many buildings left!
Most of our cities would disappear. What then?
Should we repeat? Most people so affirm, which
leaves life a desperate tragedy. Can we think in
better terms? If so, we can change it all. Only
that is impossible which cannot be imagined. Per-
haps imagination—*‘creative thought”’—is the key.

MAGINATION! And yet! How far we still lag
behind the dream out of which the shape emerges.
How small the social impact of even the boldest or

the loveliest of dreams. How untranslatable are so
many of our desires, though the picture lures us on
with feet unflagging, even straight to meet the shrapnel
splinter or to breathe the lethal cloud. Man’s thirst
for beauty—his longing for truth, justice, call it what
you will—outstrip, with ever flying feet, his blunder-
ing plodding pace. Well was it said by Lord Robert
Cecil that we need a new sort of education, since it is
the educated who have left us in the desert of business.
Nature, ever alert with her checks and balances, has
remained silent. Against business, which lives off the
fruits of industry, no check has yet come. Education,
instead of understanding business and the chaos into
which it has plunged a large part of the world, still
thinks of it as synonymous with industry. Yet the
people who live by business multiply faster than those
who live by productive work. Has education some-
thing to do with that?

MR, ArTHUR PoUND’s exceedingly interesting artic-
les on the sociological effect of the automatic tool, in
recent issues of the 4tlantic are of unusual significance.
We quite agree that the ultimate result will be direr
in its consequences than anything we have yet imagined
as human punishment, unless men bestir themselves.
But our whole educational machinery is at present so
incapable of being of the slightest assistance that well
may Mr. Pound give open vent to his fears. For our
part, we would like to point out that in the building
trades, where the automatic tool has made no such in-
roads upon hand work as in the automobile business,
the same sociological effects are quite apparent. The
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decline in numbers of workers—the breakdown, steady
and deadly, in the quality of workmanship, are two
vital questions which have been wholly overlooked in
the pseudo-economic propaganda which has stultified
our press and been echoed about by leading citizens.
Mr. Pound sees the consequences of this clearly—and
says so with brutal frankness—and we imagine that
architects are beginning to glimpse it as they pursue
the vanishing plasterer and the evanescent mason.
Yes—we think that education has failed here quite as
signally as elsewhere.

BuT FOR SHEER stupidity—for a failure so monstrous
as to be barely short of criminal—whatever that means
in non-legalistic verbiage—consider the case of a some-
what prominent “city planner” who was about to de-
liver, in one of our large cities, an address on “The
American City of the Future.” An hour or two before
the event, it was suggested that some questions be pre-
pared in order that they might be addressed to him at
the close of the lecture. One of the questions written
down was this: “What will be the effect on the Ameri-
can City of the Future of the private capitalization of
site value of land, and inasmuch as this process has pro-
duced our present cities, how can we accomplish any-
thing without a change in point of view?”

The lecturer confessed at once that he had never
given this question any thought and that he would
prefer not to have it asked. Now imagine an audience
in Stockholm or Copenhagen or Rotterdam or Ulm or
in any European city where city planning dreams have
been accompanied with an economic analysis—imagine
such an audience entertaining a lecturer who could not
answer them such a question! He would be roundly
hissed off the stage, as he would deserve. Yet in
America our professional dreamers can pursue their
plan of completely deceiving and misleading the in-
habitants of our cities by making them believe that city
planning can give them a cure for their ills without in
any way disturbing the business method of producing
cities. What abominable fraud! Has education failed
here? Indeed, where has it succeeded in averting the
social consequences of the individual lust for conquest?
Can it succeed in that connection? With Mr. Pound,
we hope that it can, but we think it will have to hurry
up just a little, and that all of us will have to look
not at the automatic tool but at the motive that con-
trols it. We also, will have to seek the difference be-
tween business and the productive process—between
the pyramiding of capital and the releasing and un-
shackling of public credit. Can education teach the
difference between “industrialism” and business? Shall
we be able, some day, to distinguish between the build-
ing business and the building industry? Will such eager
searchers and thinkers as Mr. Pound go on, or will
they stop off at the point beyond which editors do not
commonly allow them to go?

THE NosgL Prize in literature to Anatole France!
It pleases a great deal, for in literature he stands quite
alone. There have been others who combined many
of his qualities, but none who combined quite all of
them. Ifitis true, as report has it, that Thomas Hardy
was at first thought to be destined for the honor, it
may well be that architecture has lost a near chance.
Hardy was an architect who went over to literature,
for which we think the world may be most thankful.
At times, as in “Under the Greenwood Tree” and the
“Woodlanders,” Hardy came close to the subtle humor
of France—yet nothing of Hardy’s ever approached
“La Rotissérie de la Reine Pédauge.” Nor do “Life’s
Little Ironies” quite equal that collection of tales in
“L’Etui de Nacre.” And then, when Hardy sat him-
self down to do “The Dynasts,” Anatole France poured
out “Pierre Noziére,” “Le Livre de mon Ami,” “Le
Petit Pierre”’—those amazing bits of biography in
which, through the lips of a child, he gives forth the
ripened wisdom and philosophy of one who has touched
life seemingly with such gentleness and yet with what
vitality, what eager seeking, what patience, what calm,
what penetrating gaze. In limpid phrase and ex-
quisitely molded thought he lets the clear stream flow.
He has his turbid moments as in “Les Dieux on Soif”
or as in “Le Lys Rouge,” but these, after all, are pools
that soon settle, and we may always turn to the cycle
of Monsieur Bergeret for instant delight, Hardy was
much like him in clarity and limpidity, and perhaps the
difference between them is that Hardy painted as he
saw, leaving the reader to weave his own philosophy of
cause and effect in the affairs of men, (Hardy has denied
the charge of being fatalistic) while France interpreted
in terms of philosophy, satire, ridicule, and humor,
touching all things to that very quick where laughter
and tears hang in the balance, laying all things bare, yet
holding life sacred ever. To read and know Anatole
France seems better than to have been graduated from
any institutionalized educational process that we have
yet evolved, though one would not wish to give up
“Tess,” or “The Mayor of Casterbridge,” or “The
Return of the Native,” or “Far From the Madding
Crowd.” In all of these we guess the architect Hardy
might have been. We feel to our very depths the rich
pattern of his art—the delicate shadowy brush strokes
tracing night winds on the heath—the spots of color in
his hills, now noble, now tragic—the living design of
road and field and tree, where joy and majesty and
sorrow and pain took their everlasting way and found
their everlasting rest. Indeed, in his hands, all nature
became a crowd of living personalities with destined
parts to play. Yet his men and women were never
heroic. If architecture here lost, then literature as
surely won. And even though Hardy had to give way,
the trustees have at last given a literary honor and dis-
tinction to the Nobel prize, C.H. W.



Thatch—II

By CHARLES G. HARPER

N the case of thatch-renewal, not often is the old
covering stripped, but new is laid on the old; and

the merest casual wayfarer may readily see with what
thoroughness, or lack of it, the work has been per-
formed ; not only by the difference in colour, but by the
varying thicknesses with which the roofs are covered.
Here an attic window looks out immediately open-eyed
upon the sunlight, there another peers forth, blinkingly,
as from behind beetling eyebrows, from half a yard’s
depth of straw, shading off from a coal-black substra-
tum to a coffee-coloured layer, and thence to the amber
top-coating of the latest addition. ‘Thus, when Thomas

Hardy describes Bere Regis as a “blinking little place,”.

he fits it with an exact epithet.

-

house much older than the tablet inscribed “W. M. P.
1708,” on its frontage would imply, It was restored
probably at that date by one of the Mansell-Pleydells,
owners of considerable properties in these parts.

To come nearer to Dorchester, the older part of
Piddletown is very largely thatched. It is not that
part of this considerable village which you see in passing
along the main road between Bere Regis and Dor-
chester, but the parallel street behind the church. Along
the highway, Piddletown (the “Weatherbury” of the
Woessex novels) was rebuilt some forty or more years
ago, in a kind of rigid unsympathetic domestic Gothic,
and in a cold limestone; so that this part of the place
is not a little repellent. It is, in fact, an importation,

l
/

o

Ui

CHIVELSTONE—A Rainy Day.

There is much thatch also at Shillingstone, a village
anciently styled “Shilling-Okeford,” near Blandford;
- and it is additionally interesting from its imposing and
lofty maypole, rising to a hundred and ten feet, and
dressed with garlands every spring. Not far distant,
along the same valley of the Stour, is Sturminster New-
ton, often marked on maps “Sturminster Newton Cas-
tle.” Although this galaxy of names is highly impres-
sive, it should be said that there is neither minster nor
castle here; nor, indeed, is it a “new town.” Time
. long since abated anything new about it. Here is a
heavily-thatched inn, the “White Hart,” obviously a

and has no sort of link with Dorset style or local build-
ing materials. But in that back street, with the pin-
nacles of the church-tower peering over at the end of 2
long perspective, you have an interesting survival. A
very pleasing little note of distinction is made by an old
addition to one of the cottages, apparently done about
1720, in the bay-window supported on pillars, shown in
the accompanying illustration. Itis a distinctly piquant
urban touch in a thoroughly rural setting,

In Dorchester town we do not expect to find thatch.
The place was in the eighteenth century so rebuilt and
made so modish that it is not in general to be looked
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Lyce Gare—Long Compton.

for. But a walk into the byways of the town, along
Glydepath Lane, will presently discover, in a fine damp
situation close to the river, a tiny group of cottages
heavily thatched. They are built of grouted flint and
chalk-lump, faced here and there, and patched with
red brick, and held together by iron ties, so that in this,
their old age, they shall not some night altogether col-
lapse. Prominent among these cottages, is that called
“the Hangman’s Cottage.” Here, in former times,
when the penal laws of England were altogether as
savage as they are now lenient, Dorchester had its own
hangman, in receipt of a regular salary.

Leaving Dorchester, there will be found beyond the
south-eastern outskirts of the town the hamlet of Upper
Bockhampton, and ‘the birthplace there of Thomas
Hardy, the novelist. Appropriately enough, it is a
thatched cottage, and the back of it looks out im-
mediately upon the very edge of the wild: those wood-

"lands and healthy spaces which, with a fine freedom of

choice, are variously called Bockhampton or Piddle-
town Heath, or Thorneycombe and Ilsington Woods.
“Ilsington” is a place-name found over all the country,
appearing sometimes, in a sort of literary aphasia, as
“Islington.”

Bockhampton is on or near the verge of all those
many-named heaths which Hardy merges together in
his novel, “The Return of the Native,” as “Egdon
Heath.,” The heaths are untameable. They stretch
forth and bid defiance to the best efforts of the cultiva-
tor; but down at the hamlet of Hurst, where water is
plentiful, and the thirsty heath is subdued in an oasis
of cultivation, there is an old red-brick farm of supe-
rior aspect, and yet with a thatched roof. Thatch,
rightly or wrongly, generally has implied 2 more hum-
ble residential status than that of a manor-house type of
residence, to which obviously this farm belongs, for the
old gate-piers are still surmounted with stone globes,

which the rustics, observant enough, perceive to be the
signs of class-distinction. The country folk, therefore,
style them “‘gentility balls.”

Well, then; there stands the farmhouse, encircled by
the glooming heath—a very fine mass, with a good
effect of skyline. But there is, you cannot help feeling,
a whimsical air about it. It is the thatch that evokes
this feeling—an effect, oddly, such as might be pro-
duced by a gentleman wearing a harvester’s hat. Such
gentility, in the region of wild, uncanny Egdon, wears,
as Mr. Hardy would express it, “an anomalous look.”

There is probably more thatch in Dorset than in any
other county. Away up in the remote valleys, where
tourists rarely penetrate, past broken-down and de-
caying Cerne Abbas, that anzmic survival of a little
town once dependent upon a great Abbey, to Alton
Pancras; and again along the valley of the Stour and in
Blackmore Vale, this ancient, natural roof-covering is
plentiful. Some years ago, when it seemed that thatch-
ing was almost to die out as a trade, Lord Alington had
the new post office at Witchampton, adjoining his seat
of More Crichel, thatched, and very handsome it looks.

But scarcely in the Isle of Portland, that stony,
wind-swept outer limb of Dorset, do we expect to find
anything save very heavy roof-coverings, against tem-
pests. Yet, in perhaps one of the most exposed posi-
tions there, at the village of Chesil, at the foot of the
cliffs, and on the actual Chesil Beach itself, there stands
an extraordinary dilapidated old cottage of strange con-
trasts. It is apparently of sixteenth-century date, built
of enormous blocks of stone, in an obvious effort at ex-
treme solidity ; and yet it is thatched. Do you not re-
member those drawing-copies of old school days, after
Harding and other romantic draughtsmen, which had
for their subjects cottages of a picturesqueness that
seemed almost- impossible? You have never expected
with confidence to behold the like of them in actual

Orp Corrace—Lustleigh, South Devon.
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PAKEFIELD CHURCH.

existence. Yet here, only a few feet above high-water
mark, is the realisation of those copies. There are not
any other cottages on Portland of this quality, and this
is in ruins.

I can point to other old thatched cottages facing the
sea in Dorset: at West Bay, Bridport, and at Ringstead
Bay, near Weymouth. But they are not quite of this
romantic quality. There is, however, one almost as
good at Penberth Cove, near Land’s End in Corn-
wall—a county in which we do not seek for thatch
with much chance of reward. But here, dramatically
planted by a rugged shore, and sometimes with great
boulders slung on to the thatch to keep it from being
blown away by Atlantic gales, is this specimen. And,
at the western end of Penzance town, in the subur-
banised outskirt of Alverton, remains the Devonian—
rather than Cornish-looking long, low cottage, now
the *“Alverton Dairy”—the house in which Edward
Pellew, afterwards Admiral, and created Viscount Ex-
mouth, spent his early years. It is thatched, and built
partly of “cob.” The building is not really quite so
low as it appears to be in the illustration, for the reason
that the road and pathway have been raised at some
time subsequent to its building, some one hundred and
sixty years ago.

Of course, thatch has ever been the farmer’s line of
least resistance. It forms an obvious use for much of
his straw, alike in covering the roofs of his farmstead,
his labourers’ cottages, his ricks, and—often enough, in
Hampshire, Dorset, and Devon—his garden walls. In
the heaths around Wimborne and Woodyates there yet
remain numerous old so-called “mud cottages” and
garden walls, built of the peculiar clay and sandy soil
of the locality, which would speedily be dissolved by
the weather, were it not for the thatch. It is not quite
the thorough-going “cob” of Devon; but the Devon
saying of cob walls, “Give ’en a hat an’ a good pair of
butes, an’ her’ll last for ever,” meaning by “hat” a
good thatch; and by “boots” a good foundation and a
few courses of masonry or brick, equally applies.

Thatched and weather-boarded barns are themselves

" things of an especial beauty in the rustic landscape:

taking “beauty” in this connection to mean the appro-
priate use of native materials, No more charming
scene, in the rustic way, is to be found in Wiltshire than
that to be found at Coombe Bissett, on the main Exeter
road between Salisbury and Blandford, where the little
river Ebele crosses the highway, and an old black-
boarded barn, at the outpost of a farmyard, stands with
its feet actually in the water, the floor supported on
those squat stone pillars which the farmers call “stad-
dles,” using them as a protection against rats.

In the northern part of Wilts, on the Bath Road,
immediately after passing that mysterious mound of a
prehistoric age, Silbury Hill, you come to Beckhamp-
ton, a hamlet once busy enough, in the coaching way.
There stands, at the fork of roads, where the several
routes through Calne and Devizes part company, the
stately “Beckhampton Inn,” now become the home of a
trainer of racehorses; and near by is the far older
“Waggon and Horses” inn, the resort in those days of
humbler folk. Ironically enough, while the stately inn
has long since retired from business, the humbler house
of refreshment still carries on. It is a stone and plas-
tered house, with one of the most eloquent and thorough
of thatched roofs that I know of. Some rugged old
stones built against the front make it fairly obvious
that the house was erected partly from spoil extracted
from the neighbouring stone circle at Avebury. It is
the “Waggon and Horses” that most closely realises of
anything in the neighbourhood the description given by
Dickens in Chapter XIV of the “Pickwick Papers,”
in the “Bagman’s Story” of “the inn on Marlborough
Downs.” ‘There can be no doubt that it is the house
indicated, “a roadside inn on the right-hand side of the
way, about a quarter of a mile from the end of the
downs.”

There is a spacious quality about the entire building
which is so admirably in touch with the wide spaces of
those downs and the mystic hill of Silbury, that “larg-
est artificial mound in Europe,” which you perceive in-
dicated in the distance in the illustration, as to seem
almost a touch of genius.

IxworrH THORPE CHURCH.
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Owp House AT ELvERTON—Penzance.

A peculiar fashion in thatch is a very noticeable
feature of the Porlock district of Somerset. It is a
local “school,” so to speak, in the phraseology of art.
The outstanding feature of it is the quaintly peaked
comb of the roof-ridge at the gable-ends: combs often
preposterously exaggerated, as seen in the thatched
roof of the lodge of Ashley Combe, on the way between
Porlock Weir and Culbone, and, -indeed, at Porlock
Weir itself, that curiously old-world, amphibious, half-
farming, half-seafaring place, where a raised beach
forms the “weir” of a salt-water inlet, and where, on
the road down to the sea from Porlock village the
weirdly thatched cottages illustrated here are to be
found, picturesque alike-in their roof-coverings and
their chimneys, fitted with wind-breakers. The pretty
old “Ship” inn at Porlock is itself thatched, and has
one of the odd cylindrical chimneys of this locality; but
the thatch of the “Ship” is, exceptionally, not extrava-
gantly combed, although the cottage opposite is.

The “Cat and Fiddle” wayside inn, at Hinton Ad-

miral, in the generally suburbanised district around

Bournemouth, is 2 survival of a simpler age, with a
plain thatch, but thought a good deal of in that neigh-
bourhood.

In Devonshire and Dorset the thatcher’s employ-
ment was generally an itinerant one, concerned largely
with the timely covering of the farmers’ ricks against
bad weather; and of late years almost exclusively in
this branch of the art. Autumn is the thatcher’s busy
time in this difficult and highly technical art. Some
years ago, when pursuing inquiries in South Devon on
the subject of thatching, I found farmers were generally
of opinion that if the County Council’s Technical In-
struction Committees would institute classes for in-
struction in the then obsolescent art of thatching, it
would be a better work than some of the things they
had done. A skilled thatcher could then (I speak of
pre-war times) earn ten shillings a day, and there was
much competition for his services. A square yard of
thatch would then cost 4s. for labour. For thatching
ricks in harvest-time the work was calculated at 6d.

an acre; not, of course, the area to be covered, but the
contents of the rick viewed vis-d-vis the field whence
the corn had been reaped. An average rick contains
ten acres of corn. In Devonshire, wheat-straw is gen-
erally sold for thatching in “nitches” (i. e., bundles of
28 Ib.). The price used to be 1s. a niche.

Just as there are local styles of building, so also there
are differences in style and methods of thatching. The
Hants and Dorset stick or gad, with which the thatch
is transfixed and tied, is straight, with cord tied at one
end and fastened in. Devonshire sticks, of hazel, are
shaped in bent form, like a pair of sugar-tongs.

Cob and thatch are almost inseparable in South
Devon. Together, they produce that “warm in’ win-
ter, cool in summer” interior of which mention has
already been made. Those cottages are cosy fortresses
against the climate, whether it be winter’s rigours, sum-
mer’s blazing skies, or those moist “zoggy” days of
warmth and soft rain so commeon in those parts, which
I have endeavoured to picture in the illustration of
Chivelstone. A charming example of Devonshire
thatch is found at East Budleigh, at Hayes Barton, the
birthplace of Sir Walter Raleigh, where he was born
in 1552; traditionally in the room over the porch.

Porches are indeed a frequent item in Devon cottages.
In that village of thatch, Lustleigh, in South Devon,
there is an exceptionally charming old thatched cottage,
with a granite-built porch, with simply but effectively
chamfered archway. A curious, humble, and quite un-
distinguished cottage, but with a somewhat ornate
thatch, is to be found in a remote situation on Dartmoor,
near the hamlet of Hexworthy, seven miles north-west
of Ashburton. It is called “Jolly Lane Cot,” and
stands on the Duchy lands. It has a quaint history;
having been built by a rustic of that neighbourhood, for
his father and mother, in one day; relying on the tra-
dition that the encroachment of building upon common
land could be maintained and the freehold claimed if a
dwelling were built between sunrise and sunset and
occupied and a fire burning on the hearth in that time.
After seeking in vain for accommodation for the old
people, this man waited an opportunity in June, when
the farmers were all away at market, and, enlisting the

MarkBy CHurcH—Lincolnshire.
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services of friends, built the cottage and installed his
parents, with the fire burning, within the specified time.
‘There was much talk of evicting them; but the matter
was compromised by payment of a small quit-rent for
cottage, paddock, and garden.

‘The fires that some seven years ago so greatly devas-
tated the largely thatched villages of Chesterford, near
Saffron Walden, and Melbourn, in Cambridgeshire,
serve to show that, whatever may be said to the con-
trary by enthusiasts for thatched roofs, there remains
that risk. The heavier premiums on fire insurance in
respect of thatch recognise this danger. Thatch has
indeed been in the past the source of much havoc,
notably in the history of Blandford and Marlborough,
to name but those two places. Directly to the great
fires at Marlborough in 1553, 1679 and 1690 is due
the rather striking architectural appearance of that
town. Before those disasters it had been a town of the
usual Wiltshire rustic village type. From its ashes it
arose in a newer and more urban dignity, and so it re-
mains exceptional. Most things in the town of Bland-

ford date back to “the fire,” which forms the great in-

cident in the story of the place. Not that this was the
only fire here. The town was several times burnt. In
Camden’s time it was destroyed, but was rebuilt; and
the like happened again in 1677 and 1713. But the
conflagration of 1731 was at once the last and the
greatest. It began at a soap-boiler’s, How this event
impressed the people of Blandford we may yet readily
learn from a pump under the churchyard wall in midst
of the High Street. Incidentally, we may notice the
exquisitely appropriate idea of making a pump the me-
morial of a fire. It stands in a kind of shrine, and bears
this inscription recording that terrible happening :—

In Remembrance
Of God’s dreadful visitation by Fire,
