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The latest World Cape News is now in print

Most carpets just cover the floor. This one decorates it. Stunning patterns and a wide spectrum of clean, crisp colors. Visualize Design
World"'in a theatre, hotel, motel, club, lounge, office building, recreation area. Yet all this beauty is just part of the story Design World
has the tightest gauge cut pile available. Thats why it can take the toughest traffic and remain bright and new looking longer with less
maintenance. With its continuing stream of new patterns, you |l easily understand why this growing collection is named Design World:

WORLD CARPETS

DALTON GEORGIA 30720
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We wrote the bookon
imaginative commercial buildings.

Send for it.

in Southbury, Connecticut is an outstanding
ern C G mmercial :

v commercial buildings b et is >d \ i ative lution s that are
making doll > ini
to a suburbar u e

us show you
project. Mail the coupon today.

| clinic

Please send me your ""Wood in Buildings' booklet.

Namf_j
Address

City L ~ State

C‘,A"V) Western Wood does it Western Wood Products ociation
wr

A & Dept. AlIA-1170, Yeon Building
like nothmg else can. Portiand, Oregon 97204

WWPA's 1970 Grading Rules, approved by the Board of Review of the
American Lumber Standards Committee, incorporate provisions of the new American Lumber Standard PS 20-70, which es-
tablishes new lumber sizes, grades and identification requirements. They are now available from WWPA at $1 per copy.
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Elkay offers problem solvers with three fully recessed stainless steel water
coolers. Mounted completely flush to the wall they eliminate corridor ob-
structions, do not interfere with traffic. They comply fully with the hospital
corridor safety requirements established by the “Hill-Burton’’ program.
The exceptional features of Model EFR-12 are shown and described below.

fmm the ELKAY. ﬁmi{y gf ﬁrsts

-1

Cascade design, anti-splash basin with
hooded stream projector and remote
control. Recess design provides ample
head room.

I

Model EFR-12

For complete information write for Catalog No. DFC-4 or call Customer Service Dept.,
rea Code 312-681-1880. ELKAY MANUFACTURING COM PANY, 2700 S. Seventeenth Ave., Broadview, Ill. 60153
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comment and opinion

ARCHITECTS ALL, AROUND THE GLOBE: There has been considerable discussio.n of
late about the role of The American Institute of Architects in the field of internat}onal
relations. Over the years, AIA involvement in the International.Upion of Architects
(UIA) and the Panamerican Federation of Architecture}l Associations (F_PA/.\) has
experienced its peaks and its valleys. Two meetings withm.a twq—week p;rlod in Sep-
tember afforded an opportunity to see both organizations in action. Wh}le those pro-
ceedings are reported elsewhere, some more personal observations are in order.

It is interesting to note, first of all, that both the UIA and the FPAA'are u'n.der-
going periods of restructuring — a restructuring that should strengthen. their positions
within the architectural profession as they put more emphasis on regional programs
and possibly overcome some of the criticism and/or apathy that developed as far as
the Institute’s participation is concerned. There has been talk, too, about the need of
strengthening the ties between the two. It is no secret that at the moment, at least, ‘the
working relationship between the UIA and the FPAA is virtually nil. One suggestion
would have the latter become integrated into the former as a regional arm — a move
that would certainly meet resistance unless the FPAA could maintain a certain amount
of autonomy. However, the seeds for cooperation surely have been sown now that
both presidents (both Honorary Fellows of the Institute) are from Mexico: Ramon
Corona Martin of the UIA and Raphael Norma of the FPAA.

The open space conference on the Commission of Town Planning held in Wash-
ington, D.C., was developed within the framework of the UIA’s reorganization, for it
was a trial run, so to speak, in that it constituted a public symposium, allowing the
delegates to listen to outsiders and vice versa. In the past, the proceedings of the five
commissions have centered around the members themselves, with little or no participa-
tion by others. Under the new scheme, town planning becomes a working group, along
with these six: housing, building and industrialization, public health, school building
and educational institutions, occupational buildings, and sports and recreational facil-
ities. Meanwhile, only two commissions will be in operation: Education of the Archi-
tect and Professional Practice, each broken down into four geographical divisions, of
which the Americas will be one. UIA Vice President Daniel Schwartzman, FAIA, is
responsible for coordinating the activities of the Commission on Education.

The FPAA, which sponsors the biennial Panamerican Congress of Architects,
likewise will have its major thrust in the development of regional activities geared to
serve more specific interests.

This brings us to the obvious question: Of what import are these two organiza-
tions to the AIA? The summary findings and/or resolutions which come out of these
meetings, for the most part, seem to be just so much rhetoric to us Americans, and so
we view them with some apprehension, to say the least. What must be remembered,
is that most of the delegates from foreign lands not only represent their national sec-
tions but present credentials of official representation of their governments as well.
This means that these resolutions, pretentious as they appear on the surface, are
brought back to the various ministries of national development and undoubtedly will
affect their thinking. Furthermore, there is much to be learned in the exchange of
information and ideas, which will be more readily accelerated under the new regional
orientation. And a final point: There surely is much to be said for the simple getting-
together of professionals who are bound by the common language of architecture and
planning, so that an afternoon tour of the countryside in Virginia or an outing on
Luquillo Beach in Puerto Rico may be just as profitable and rewarding as several
hours talking and listening in a stuffy conference room. RoBERT E. KOEHLER
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NEXT MONTH

Jane Jacobs, author of the provocative book
called The Death and Life of Great Ameri-
can Cities, has asked the question: What
comes to mind first when you recall a city?
Her answer is that it is the streets of that
city. With certain reservations, we are ip-
clined to agree, and the December issue will
be devoted to a view of the street as living
theater. Today crime is rampant and the
automobile is the drawn foe of the pedes-
trian, but we have decided to look more on
the bright side of things. :

A professor at Boston University con-
trasts European and American streets and
suggests that the city street has the potential
of becoming the matrix of a new architec-
ture. An article by a HUD official, who is
also an AIA member, calls the street the
dominant form of urban open space and
makes a case for a methodical exploration
of the design and environmental properties
of the urban street. Another article reports
on a study by a Los Angeles architectural
firm on the use of downtown parks and
plazas and on human behavior in the street.

There is an article which focuses on light-
ing as both a crime deterrent and a city
beautifier, and one on signs in the city. Other
statements are about playgrounds for city
children and sidewalks in the air. A visual
study of what three American cities have
done about sculpture as an enhancement of
the street scene is rounded out somewhat by
a personal view of the joy and beauty that
can come from frozen fountains in the
wintertime.

In sum, we hope to emphasize that a great
part of every city consists of streets, that
they are living theater and are worthy of
humanization.

ASIDES

A truly informative and interesting article
on print buying appeared in the October 11
edition of Potomac, the Sunday magazine of
the Washington Post. Among the local gal-
leries mentioned that are sources for this
medium was that of N. M. Locke who spe-
cializes in old masters. It so happens that
he recently acquired 34 prints by Giovanni
Battista Piranesi from his “Views of Rome”
series, which had been originally owned by
Sir William Chambers, architect to King
George III. The two were contemporaries —
Chambers, 1726-96, and Piranesi, 1720-78
— and may well have met during the pro-
longed stay that the architect made in Italy,
returning to his homeland to become tutor in
architecture to the Prince of Wales.
Chambers’ work was most Roman and in-
deed his Treatise on Civil Architecture “may
well be described as the Englishman’s Pal-
ladio and Vignola,” to quote from John Har-
ris. To see the designs and motifs of the
Treatise is to see those of the Piranesi prints;
or, more impressive, to see, from the river-
front, Somerset House, “one of the finest
pieces of masonry in Europe,” according to
another authority, A. Trystan Edwards. This
front, with its terrace, might well be one of
the many prints from the collection — a
reminder of the “Views of Rome.” O
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outlook

AIA Support

“The time remaining before the Bicentennial
(1976) is short and there is much to be
done,” testified Rex Whitaker Allen, FAIA,
national president of the AIA, before the
Senate Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs last month. The AIA urged passage
this year of a bill to create the Federal C!ty
Bicentennial Development Corporation with
powers to create for Pennsylvania Avenue
the grandeur envisaged by Pierre L’Enfant.

Allen testified that architects support Sen-
ate Bill 4196, authored by Senators Gordon
Allot (R-Col.) and Henry Jackson (D-Wash.)
because “it establishes tools to regain the con-
fidence” of private investors necessary to in-
fuse life into the depressed section linking the
Capitol with the White House. He noted that
President Nixon has already approved a bi-
centennial plan for nationwide celebration of
America’s 200th anniversary which would
provide funds for the city for work in addi-
tion to that proposed for the development
corporation.

The corporation, whose directors would be
named by the President and Congress, would
have power to assemble adequate parcels of

Scheuer on Architect of the Capitol Post,
Moholy-Nagy on Fuller Spark Congresses

The architect’s role in international relations
clearly was in the spotlight in September as
professionals participated in two conferences:
the Commission on Town Planning of the
International Union of Architects (see pp.
45-46 this issue) in Washington, D.C. and
the Panamerican Congress of Architects (pp.
43-44) in Puerto Rico. And in each case, a
principal speaker—Representative James H.
Scheuer (D-N.Y.) on the one hand and Sibyl
Moholy-Nagy on the other—took advantage
of the podium to espouse a personal cause.
Departing from his prepared remarks dur-
ing the open space symposium in the nation’s
capital, Scheuer was prompted to express his
views on the Architect of the Capitol follow-

Moholy-Nagy and Scheuer make their

points.

ing the reading of a letter from President
Nixon to the UIA delegates. It said in part:
“As in many other countries, we in the
United States have experienced in the last
decades a tremendous upsurge in urban pop-
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s Bicentennial Development Corporation to Revitalize Pennsylvania Ave.

land so investors could bring to life business,
commercial and residential uses to augment
government buildings and open squares. The
AIA suggests two changes in the pending
legislation: adequate compensation and relo-
cation assistance to those private interests lo-
cated within the boundaries of the proposed
corporation and an increase in citizen mem-
bership on the board of directors.

Earlier, Allen had written to Mr. Nixon to
indicate Institute interest and cooperation in
his recommendation that a design competi-
tion among architectural students be held for
creative development of the Washington Mall
in preparation for the bicentennial. The Pres-
ident was asked to include professional archi-
tects, landscape architects, planners and stu-
dents in these disciplines, as teams to propose
more detailed developments of the design
concepts.

Although President Nixon has designated
Philadelphia as the host city for the celebra-
tion, he has cautioned that “there can be no
single bicentennial city” and that the anni-
versary should be “national in scope, seeking
to involve every state, city and community.”

ulation: an upsurge that has also been ac-
companied by a rise in urban problems. The
need to construct new towns, to redevelop
decayed or outmoded portions of existing
cities and to revitalize smaller towns that
have suffered in the course of this socio-eco-
nomic process are all problems which we
must face concertedly, frankly and with the
energy and talent they require.

“Your Commission on Town Planning
offers the promise of new progress in this di-
rection,” the letter continued.

Scheuer in turn suggested that the Presi-
dent “take the first obvious step in that direc-
tion” by appointing an Architect of the Cap-
itol “who cares about the planning process,
who will remove those pathetic 103 acres
from their present disadvantaged state.”

The post of the Architect of the Capitol,
an administrative position, has been vacant
since the death of J. George Stewart last May.

Scheuer explained that he favors subject-
ing the Capitol grounds and environs to “the
benefits of an overall plan.” He said that the
President has “sole power to appoint, as the
Architect of the Capitol, a man of distin-
guished accomplishment, in the field of archi-
tecture, urban planning, urban design, urban
environment, who will bring to Washington
... new imagination, new drive, new insights,
new resourcefulness, new sensibility, as to
both the needs of our capital city . . . and the
equally important needs of its citizens.”

In San Juan, Professor Moholy-Nagy, call-

continued on page 14

Hoosier Returns Home for an Honor;
See What Plucking Chickens Can Do!

“Just call me Doc,” is what Nathaniel A.
Owings, FAIA, is now able to say to his
friends, if he so desires. The Indiana-born
architect who now resides in Big Sur, Cali-
fornia, has had the honorary Doctor of Laws
degree conferred upon him by Ball State
University in Muncie.

For the 67-year-old Owings, it will be 50
years from the time he was graduated from
Arsenal Technical High School in Indiana-
polis. One of the founders of the architec-
tural firm of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill,
he attended the University of Illinois in the
early 1920s, ran out of funds, worked in the
Oklahoma oil fields and plucked chickens
before he could get enough money to return
to college. But return he did —to earn a
Bachelor of Architecture degree from Cor-
nell University in 1927.

His firm has handled over $3 billion worth
of construction in far-flung places, but pres-
ently he is working hardest on an Operation
Breakthrough project on 120 acres of Indi-
anapolis’ west side.

Owings is chairman of the President’s
Temporary Commission on Pennsylvania
Avenue as well as of the National Advisory
Board to the Secretary of the Interior.

He has also been named co-chairman,
with Robert J. Nash, AIA, of a special
steering committee working in coordination
with the AIA’s Task Force on Professional
Responsibility to Society, which will map
plans for future involvement of members
in this area.

Opportunities for Public Service to Be
Highlighted at Annual Student Forum

Great expectations are held for the 16th an-
nual Student Forum of the Association of
Student Chapters/ AIA to convene on the
campus of the University of California at
Berkeley on November 27-30.

A matching grant from HUD will enable
the utilization of both professional resource
people and student consultants for the work-
shops. The aim is to encourage the student to
explore opportunities for public service both
as an undergraduate and later in his profes-
sional career. Specifically the program will
concentrate on four areas: community in-
volvement and community development cen-
ters; public education; curricula in social
architecture; and the way to get things ac-
complished in the “system.”

Proceedings of the workshops will be pub-
lished in February.
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Ideally, a hospital is a patients haven for
recovery, both mental and physical, a doc-
tor’s workshop, a community’s pride.
Contemporary thinking dictates cheerful
surroundings for the patient, a highly
efficient plan for the staff, and a symbol
of security and dignity that wins the com-
munity’s support.




\rchitects-Engineers Walker, McGough,

olts, Lyerla & Peden of Spokane, Wash-
gton, create such an environment in this
25-bed hospital through sensitive design
nd material selection. Intelligent use of
lass permits the patient to remain part of
he world outside and gives nature a
hance to act as a nurse’s aide in speeding
acovery.
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The Architects specify insulating glass
combined with heat-reflective coated or
plate / float glass to assure the patient’s
year-around comfort, to significantly lower
solar heat load and to reduce glare.

Get the data on Vari-Tran® reflective glass,
now in three golden as well as three silvery
coatings. Itis available fabricated into
Thermopane® insulating glass units or in
laminated form for better solar heat and
daylight control. Write Architectural Con-
struction Department, Libbey-Owens-Ford
Company, Toledo, Ohio 43624.
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[-O-F GLASS FOR HOSPITALS

For the next project on your boards, be it residential, commercial, industrial or
institutional, talk to an L-O-F Architectural Construction Specialist. Or call
your L-O-F Glass Distributor or Dealer listed under “Glass” in the Yellow Pages.
Libbey-Owens-Ford Company, 811 Madison Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43624.

POLISHED PLATE GLASS
Parallel-O-Plate®, 1/4"
Parallel-O-Grey®,13/64",1/4"
Parallel-O-Bronze®, 1/4"
HEAVY-DUTY PLATE GLASS
Parallel-O-Plate®, 5/16" to 7/8"
Parallel-O-Grey®,3/8",1/2"
Parallel-O-Bronze®, 3/8",1/2"
FLOAT GLASS, 1/4" regular
LAMINATED SAFETY PLATE GLASS
with Vari-Tran® Coating

HEAT ABSORBING FLOAT, 1/4"

INSULATING GLASS — Thermopane®
Regular, tinted or with Vari-Tran Coating

VIGILPANE®— Safety Plate Glass

ROUGH PLATE, Regular or Tinted
(Rough 2 Surfaces)
(Polished 1 Surface, Rough 1 Surface

SPANDREL GLASS — Vitrolux®
Vitreous colors fused to back of
heat-strengthened glass

HEAT-TEMPERED GLASS — Tuf-flex®
Windows, Doors and Sidelights

WINDOW GLASS
PATTERNED & WIRED GLASS

MIRROPANE®
One-way vision glass

I-O-F HI-PERFORMANCE GlASS
(GLASS]
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Our “Audience System”, that is. American Seating is the one company
that can offer you total one-source responsibility from initial planning
through professional seating installation.

We are the one company with manufacturing capabilities broad
enough to provide you with specialized seating for virtually every func-
tion — luxurious theatre seating, stadium or arena seating, stacking and
folding chairs, and Fold-A-Way Seating Systems that easily move in or
out, depending on the size of the event. And the almost unlimited
selection of styles, fabrics and colors, helps you achieve complete design
coordination throughout.

Planning, products, installation — you just can’t beat the American
Seating Audience System. Let us tell you more about the many services
we can render to the architect. Write American Seating Co., Dept.
AJ-723, Grand Rapids, Mich. 49502.

AMERICAN |
o« SEATING
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outlook from page 8

ing the awarding of the AIA Gold Medal to
R. Buckminister Fuller “a fitting expression
of this wilful self-destruction of a profession,”
defended her stand:

“It seemed to have struck none, as the
height of absurdity, to give the highest honor
available to a man who has never designed a
building but has spent a lifetime denouncing
architecture as a ‘slave profession,” which,
like Pavlov's dog, salivates ‘superficial and
tricky’ designs for ‘a tyrant client.’

“Fuller is here attacked not as a person
but as the most prominent representative of
a trend,” explained Mrs. Moholy-Nagy about
the man who now occupies the Academic
Chair established in his honor in the School
of Architecture at the University of Detroit.

“Bypassing politics, he predicts cities as
mere ‘launching pads for each human’s blast-
off into world shuttling citizenship,” based on
world technology undisturbed by wars which
will cease automatically as soon as the World
Resources Game has provided ‘enough to go
around.” This simplistic scientific determin-
ation is a godsend for every untalented and
uncommitted architect,” she declared.

Supremacy in Tall Buildings Claimed
For Chicago by Sears, Roebuck

The world’s tallest building is planned as a
109-story headquarters tower for Sears, Roe-
buck & Co. in Chicago. Soaring to a height of
1,450 feet, the building will surpass New

York’s World Trade Center by 100 feet and
the Empire State Building by 200 feet.

Chicago will have three of the world’s tall-
est buildings, Nos. 4 and 5 on the list being
the Standard Oil Building (1,136 feet) and
the John Hancock Center (1,127 feet). All
fall short of the 528-story mile-high tower
that Frank Lloyd Wright proposed for Chi-
cago. With a gross area of 4.4 million square
feet, the Sears building will become also the
world’s largest private office tower.

Designed by the Chicago office of Skid-
more, Owings & Merrill, the building, when
it opens in 1974, is expected to house a popu-
lation of 16,500, including 7,000 Sears em-
ployees. The cost, not yet determined, will
probably exceed $100 million.

The site is bounded by Wacker Drive,
Jackson Boulevard, Adams and Franklin
Streets.

turne stare
mw vose

Clause on Discrimination Is Modified
As AIA Accepts New Set of Ethics

New Standards of Ethical Practice, having
been approved by the Board of Directors at
its September meeting and circulated to ATA
members in October now are in effect. Dele-
gates to the June convention gave approval
to the new ethics but additional, minor revi-
sions, were made. Final approval was given
by legal counsel and the board.

The principal change in the two versions
deals with Article 2 on discrimination under
“Obligations to the Public.” It reads as finally
adopted: “An architect shall practice in a
manner that will support the human rights of
all mankind and shall not discriminate against
any employer or applicant because of sex,
race, creed or national origin.”

continued on page 16

NEW COMFORT PROMISE for the 70’s
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”Deep'

Internal heat from computers, lights, and people
functions as a year-round heat source. And this
excess thermal energy gets advanced technology
treatment in the New York State Office Building,
Utica, N.Y., now under construction.

Basic to these heat recovery systems is the unique
dual heating/cooling service of single “deep”
Aerofin Heat Transfer Coil assemblies (like this
13’ 6” coil bank). They allow full cooling capacity at
a higher average chilled water temperature, or heat-
ing from a lower average hot water temperature.

" Aerofin Coils are spurring new design of

heat recovery systems in the bold new buildings

New York State Office of Gen-

eral Services Public Building De-
sign and Construction Group:
E. 5. Legg, Director m Architect
and Engineer: Hueber Hares
Glavin  Partnership, Syracuse,
N.Y. with technical representa-
tion: A. I. McFarlan Co., Inc., m
Construction Contractor: Rouse
Construction m Mechanical Con-
;ractor: Utica Sheet Metal Co.,
nc.

AEROFIN OFFICES: Atlanta - Boston - Chicago - Cleveland - Dallas -
AEROFIN CORPORATION (CANADA
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Depending on the system design, Aerofin “Deep”
Coils may be selected to produce a large tempera-
ture rise for cooling, and a large temperature drop
for heating. Such coil application allows smaller
pipes, pumps and valves—less insulation— and yet
performs on standard refrigeration equipment.

If you want to break away from the conventional
with heat recovery, specify Aerofin “Deep” Coils
for optimum performance and savings.

AEROFIN

'((h“"‘f e

CORPORATION - LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24505

Aerofin is sold only by manufacturers of fan system apparatus. List on request.

New York - Philadelphia « San Francisco - Toronto + Montreal
) LTD., Gananoque, Ontario
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~ One of the problems in choosing a door
is knowing which door to choose.

There are tall doors, short doors, wide
doors, thin doors, fire doors, soundproof
doors, solid-core doors, hollow-core doors,
wardrobe doors...you're not the first to
have problems deciding on the right one.
Every one of your buildings needs such a
variety of doors. Then codes, design and
cost problems must be considered And
considering the wide variety of doors avail-

able, whowouldn'thave . . ool

trouble? There is just too “s
much material put out &
by the manufacturers
for you to get through. /A%
Solet U.S. Plywood/
help make the deci-
sions. Any one of ouss
Architectural ServiceS
Representatives (S
knows all the possi-
bilities for your doo
specifications. He
should. He spends
all his time work-
ing with architects
and is constantly
being trained in
dogrpci;sign |
an ormance. ;| &
U.S. Plywood 1}
has more people
who know more
about doors than
any other
manufacturer.

-t
il

For free reproduction (10”7 x 127) of this illustration,

Circle 194 on information card

T

And even if you find yourself in a situation
we don’t know about, we know where to
find the way out.

If you have a problem with doors, call our
Architectural Service Representative. He's
ready to work with you now.

Just phone, or find your way to the nearest

U.S. Plywood U.S. Plywcod
Branch Ofﬁce

A Division of U.S. Plywood-Champion Papers Inc.
777 Third Avenue, York,N.¥.46017

ite U.S. Plywood, Dept. AT0, 777 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017.
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BUY OR SPECIFY patented NO SPRING

gady Swing DOORS

self closing-double action
FOR SERVICE, TRAFFIC OR CONVENIENCE

STORES RESTAURANTS HOSPITALS
SUPERMARKETS FOOD SERVICE INSTITUTIONS

- | Fo— |
DEPARTMENT FUNCTION AND WAREHOUSE
VARIETY DECOR OPTIONS INDUSTRIAL

ALL Easy Swing DOORS open to finger touch or light
nudge of stock truck. Safe, gentle, time-delay closing
protects elbows, stops sidebinding or heel catching and
eliminates high resistance and high maintenance.

-+ IDEA CENTER -

There is a RIGHT Easy Swing DOOR for your Safe Passage

__1[3_ ofjo wl\ Ojo
SI%S PAIRS PERFORATED A‘\‘R‘RE?’(JR‘N LARGE \LINDOW
> L AR |
ojio ajio ofio T

SHORTY UNDERCUT OVERCUT PEEK OVER GATES

[1 00
0o (0] 1o amlii

EMERGENCY LAVATORIES WHEELCHAIR STRETCHER DECOR

Al Fele] || |olo] ot

(

1 Rl [
DECOR, BASE PLATES, JAMB GUARDS & BASE PLATES M
BUMPER STRIPS BrancL o
MANY OTHER TYPES AND STYLES AVAILABLE - - CALL OR WRITE

FOR DETAILED QUOTATIONS AND CONSULTATION

Easy Swing DOORS NATIONALLY EXHIBITED
SUPERMARKET, NAWGA, NARGUS, NAT. REST.
& HOTEL MOTEL, AIA, CSI, ARA, NEHA,
AM. HOSPITAL & CANADIAN SMI SHOWS

WRITE OR CALL FACTORY FOR SPECS & PRICES
LISTED IN SWEET'S CATALOG FILES

®
ELIASON cf'aay Swing DOOR Division

CORPORATION TEL: 616/327-7003

P.0.Box 2128 Kalamazoo, Michigan 49003 U.S.A.
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outlook from page 14

The article as presented to the June con-
vention read: “An architect shall not discrim-
inate against any employee because of sex,
race, creed or national origin, nor shall he
accept any commission or employment that
would support or strengthen discriminatory
policies or practices.”

Minor additions also were made in two
other articles under “Obligations to the Pub-
lic” as indicated here in italics:

“1. An architect shall above all serve and
promote the public interest in the effort to
improve human environment, and he shall
act in a manner to bring honor and dignity
to the profession of architecture. He shall
conform to the registration laws governing
the practice of architecture in any jurisdic-
tion in which he practices.”

“4. An architect shall not publicly endorse a
product, system, or service, or permit the use
of his name or photograph to imply such en-
dorsement. However, he may be identified
with any product, system or service designed
or developed by him.”

Under “Obligations to the Client,” these

changes were made, again the changes in
italics, and the original wording in brackets:
“6. An Architect shall represent truthfully
and clearly to his prospective client or em-
ployer his qualifications and capabilities to
perform services. A4fter being selected for his
professional qualifications [Before establish-
ing compensation for his services], an archi-
tect shall reach an agreement with his client
or employer as to the nature and extent of
the services he will provide and his com-
pensation.” .
“7. An architect shall not undertake any ac-
tivity, have any significant financial or other
interest, or accept any contribution if it
would reasonably appear that such activity,
employment, interest or contribution could
compromise [that either compromises] his
professional judgment or prevent him from
serving the best interest of his client or
employer.”

[ N 2
Ficker has been winning since Berkeley days.

Architect Triumphs as Skipper of Intrepid
In Defense of the Prized America’s Cup

“Ficker is quicker” was the war chant of
.the crew of the yacht Intrepid during the races
in defense of the America’s Cup. Skippered
by William P. Ficker, AIA, of Newport
Bea_ch, California, Intrepid brought the races
against Gretel II to a dramatic close on Sep-




tember 28, completing a 4-1 conquest of the
Australian yacht, commanded by Jim Hardy.

Northeast breezes, fog and visibility of less
than a mile at times, coupled with protests
from both sides, added to the uncertainties of
the races. The fifth race, however, ended the
drama when Intrepid majestically swept
across the line 250 yards ahead of her rival.
Ficker shook hands with his young crew, and
they hoisted a “Ficker is quicker” flag to the
top of the mast.

The 42-year old architect, called the “Yul
Brynner of the yachting set,” was described
in the New York Times as “the master tech-
nician, the world-champion helmsman.” His
tactician and second in command, Steve Van
Dyke, said of Ficker: “He makes it very clear
what he expects from those who sail with him.
He very rarely gets ruffled and he concen-
trates on his job very hard.”

Ficker's powers of concentration, meticu-
lous attention to detail and creativity may
have been gained through his education and
practice as an architect; certainly he uses all
these talents as a skipper. It is not surprising
that he has been the designer of a number of
yacht clubs.

A graduate of the University of California
at Berkeley in 1951, he won three Pacific
Coast intercollegiate racing championships.

Multiuse Coliseum in Pacific Northwest
May Pave Way for Similar Projects

A convertible arena-theater which its design-
ers see as a prototype for solving the cultural-
center needs of many colleges, smaller cities
and towns with limited funds is now underway
‘at Washington State University in Pullman.

As planned by John Graham & Co. of
Seattle and New York, the 360x290-foot oc-
tagonal building will have electro-mechanical
systems to move its walls and adjust ceiling
heights, permitting conversion in one hour
or less to a 12,000-seat sports arena, a 2,600-
seat performing arts center and concert hall
or a 1,100-seat theater.

Comments Donald S. Peterson, managing
architect, about the completely equipped $6-
million structure: “This multiuse coliseum will
cost just 10 percent more than a single-use
building, and all acoustical, mechanical, elec-
trical and theatrical systems are included in
our estimate. Savings on land, construction

Bolling’s scheme provides for bachelors, yvork-
ing couples, families with children, retirees.

Multiuse coliseum will serve 13,000 students

labor and materials are the big factors.”

The roof structure will be a space frame
truss with a clear span of 360x290 feet and
a total depth of 18 feet. This truss will consist
of a system of inverted square pyramidical
elements whose bases form the top chord
members, oriented in plan on a 45-degree
angle with the bottom chords which are paral-
lel with the major axes of the building.

When the athletic area is in use, the 40x80-
foot stage will be recessed into a pit and be
made flush with and part of the playing floor.
When the stage is needed, it will be hydrauli-
cally elevated to a height of 42 inches above
the playing floor and supported by retractable
steel frames.

A reverberation chamber, a hard-surfaced
room of some 13,000 cubic feet located in a
remote section, is the key to the coliscum's
electro-acoustical system. It permits tuning of
the auditorium for optimum delayed reflec-
tions and envelopment. The system was de-
signed by consultants George Izenour of Yale
University, Vern Knudsen of UCLA and Paul
Veneklasen of Los Angeles. Don Johnston of
Louisville, a specialist on performing arts
facilities, was contributing consultant.

Architectural Surprises in a Multifamily
Housing Complex Bring Suburbs to City

“Can the castle concept be preserved in the
urban crunch?” This question was raised —
and answered affirmatively — by Robert D.
Bolling, ATA, at the Electric Heating Associ-
ation’s annual meeting in New York when
he unveiled a model of a conceptual multi-
family housing complex with characteristics
of both urban and suburban living.

The concept, designed by Bolling of the
Los Angeles firm of Deasy & Bolling, is in-
tended to present an urban suburb for 1.200
people of all family styles in 500 reasonably
priced apartment units, located on an in-
town superblock of about 650 square feet
with a density of 50 units per acre. To be
called Camelot Downtown, the complex is
divided into quadrants separated by streets
that flow concentrically toward, but not into,
a community center of playgrounds, shops,
recreational facilities, management offices
and a nursery.

Bolling believes a person should be able
to identify his own apartment easily rather
than having it massed behind 500 or more
identical apartment doors. Therefore, rather

(1975 projection: 20,000) on Pullman

campus.

than a hallway, as seen in an ordinary apart-
ment building, there is a pedestrian street on
the complex’s third level. Apartments on
either side are set in-and-out. Faced with
distinctive kinds of materials or varying
colors and textures, some apartments have
two levels, some have balconies.

According to Bolling, the point is to make
the tenant feel that he lives in a neighbor-
hood, a house of his own to which he can
direct friends by street and corner references,
by materials or maybe even by the kinds of
trees in its front yard.

‘It's Only a Shanty in Old Shantytown,’
But Symposium Cites Social Values

In an effort to explain our love/hate relation-
ship with big cities and to see what can be
done about future improvements, UNESCO
recently assembled in Helsinki a group of 26
architects, city planners and social scientists
from 23 countries. Although the group pro-
duced a goodly number of diametrically op-
posed positions, it was united in its stand for
less rigid planning of mass housing and more
tolerance of slums and shantytowns.

Soulless planning and bureaucratic admin-
istrators and architects who never take the
trouble to see how people actually live in
their creations were rapped soundly. Squat-
ters, the group said, should not be herded
into highrise buildings but allowed to im-
prove their own settlements. Swiss sociologist
Robert Reichardt remarked that the shanty-
town may be an indispensable stage in the
transition from country to city life. It was
concluded that people should be allowed to
change their homes to suit their needs on a
do-it-yourself basis in mass housing projects.

The strongest plea for individuality came
from Dutch architect Jacob Bakema who
said, “In Warsaw, Budapest and Rotterdam,
one sees the same blocks of flats, whether
under communism or democratized capital-
ism.” He called for more dreaming and imag-
ination.

The symposium demanded that surveys be
made of mass transit systems as the principal
mode of transport in large cities and showed
no sympathy for the private car in a super-
Delhi of the vear 2000. One expert said that
if Indian car ownership ever reached Amer-
ican proportions, the country would choke
to death on air pollution in a few days.

continued on page 20
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Bigelow wool carpets

help make architectural innovations possible.

The woolmark is

your assurance of quality- PURE WOOL PILE
tested carpet made of
pure wool pile.

What other kind of carpet could be so naturally resilient, so
long-wearing, so soil-resistant, so luxu rious? That's why architects,
designers and other specifiers are innovating with Bigelow
wool carpets—for schools, hospitals, and
public buildings of every kind.

Whenever you build or renovate, plan around a Bigelow wool
carpet. Its Woolmark label is the sign of the world's finest wool.

People who have everything always walk on wool.

Bigelow .

RUGS & CARPETS SINCE 1825




Handsome Gropoint® in Adriatic Moresque, Bigelow Approved 100% Wool Face.

The school that could never be built before.

Bigelow carpets help make architectural innovations possible.

Walls can be lighter, thinner than archi-
tects ever thought possible. Yet rooms
stays remarkably quieter and warmer.
Heat is conserved. Glare is considerably
reduced. And when you
choose Bigelow school
carpeting, you can save
substantially over the
cost of maintenance of
hard-surface floors.
Whenever you specify

PURE WOOL PILE

The woo! mark is
awarded to quality tested carpets
made ) pile

Circle 131 on information card

Bigelow, you get a vast engineering, de-
sign, and research staff in the bargain.
Plus highly skilled Bigelow field special-
ists. All their new ideas are at your com-
mand—whether you’re building or
renovating a school, hospital, church, of-
fice, or store.

Our 57 trend-setting patents are proof
that Bigelow is the carpet to innovate

with. We offer a wide collection of time-
proven grades. And a limitless variety of
special designs, patterns, and colors. (If
your specifications call for it, we’ll even
custom-make the right carpet for you.)
To achieve spectacular design innova-
tions, do your planning from the floor up.
The first step is to call the first name in
the contract carpeting field: Bigelow.

People who know...buy ‘Bigelow 3

CARPETS SINCE 1825
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Kaiser Continues Its Challenging Series
With Exploration of Man-Made Planet

Kaiser News, published by the Kaiser Alumi-
num & Chemical Corporation, is to be con-
gratulated for the manner in which its staff
anticipates major public issues and educates
the public concerning them. It has presented
a definitive statement on ecology and en-
vironment in a special issue entitled “Ecol-
ogy: The Man-Made Planet,” the first of a
series called The Markets of Change. In ad-

dition to ecology, there will be future issues
on such themes as shelter, energy, food, mo-
bility and communication. The text is excel-
lent, and the graphics arresting.

A previous series published by Kaiser
News called The Dynamics of Change —
later assembled in a book by the same name
— was also exceptionally good, and the new
exploration of the technological responses
that will be inspired by the changes forecast
in the earlier work promises to be equally
satisfactory. The new series comes at an
opportune time. Emerging environmental or-
ientation of public policy expects a people
well informed in ecology.

the sink for

butterfingerers

G VULCATHENE®

Sinks and Cup Sinks

That's right! Vulcathene Sinks and
Cup Sinks eliminate a lot of glass
breakage through their resiliency.
And there are a lot of other
outstanding advantages besides:

(1) Superior corrosion resistance.

(2) Light weight with great mechanical
strength eliminates need for
excessive cabinet reinforcing.

(3) Inherent economy.

Stuky,
(4) Wide range of colors. %
WRITE FOR NEW SINK CATALOG ::."'\‘
S
National Marketing Representative )
FRED PORTZ,JR. ASSOCIATES Tk J

P.O. Box 42, WAUKESHA, WIS. Phone: 414—-542-4264
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New Approaches to Urban Governmental
Problems Through Study of New Towns

The social and political issues involved in the
development of new towns will come under
the eagle eye of a nine-member Task Force
on Democratic Development of New Towns
just established by the Twentieth Century
Fund of New York. The chairman of the dis-
tinguished group of government officials,
new town developers and academicians mak-
ing up the task force is Robert C. Weaver,
president of Bernard Baruch College and for-
mer Secretary of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

Other members of the task force include
John F. Collins, former mayor of Boston
and now a professor at MIT; Marilyn Gittell,
director of the Institute for Community Stud-
ies, Queens College; Randy Hamilton, execu-
tive director of the Institute for Local Gov-
ernment, Berkeley, California; Alan F. Kiep-
per, city manager of Richmond, Virginia;
John Levering, director of Institutional Rela-
tions, Rouse Co.; Hubert G. Locke of De-
troit’s Metropolitan Fund; William J. Nico-
son, director of the Office of New Communi-
ties, HUD; and William L. Slayton, execu-
tive vice president of the AIA.

After completing its deliberations in the
fall, the task force plans to issue policy rec-
ommendations designed to help create new
forms of government that provide full par-
ticipation of citizens in the life and manage-
ment of new towns. Royce Hanson, president
of the Washington Center for Metropolitan
Studies, is the rapporteur for the group. He is
preparing a factual background paper which
will be published with the final report. It will
discuss how new towns develop and relate to
other levels of government.

Deaths

ERIC G. FLANNAGAN SR.
Henderson, N.C.

SAMUEL GITLITZ
Orange, Conn.

HERMAN J. GOLDBECKER
New Haven, Conn.

JouN H. HACKNEY
Houston

EDWARD LOEWENSTEIN
Greensboro, N.C.

ALFRED MARKS
Pittsburgh

LESTER W. RouTT
Vincennes, Ind.

OTTO A. SPIETH
Cleveland

Members Emeriti

MERL LEE BARKER
Los Angeles

EpwiIN C. BERENDES
Evansville, Ind.

ERNEST A. GRUNSFELD JRr., FATA
Chicago

CHALFANT R. HEAD
Ojai, Calif.

Roy A. KAZEBIER
Pasadena
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« lumber grading
rules are here!

On September 1, 1970, new
WWPA 1970 Grading Rules became
effective after receiving earlier approval
from the American Lumber Standards
Committee Board of Review. These
rules incorporate provisions of the new
American Lumber Standard PS 20-70
published by the U. S. Department of

. Commerce. PS 20-70 establishes new lumber
sizes and identification requirements.

These new Grading Rules incorporate the
National Dimension Rule which unifies lumber sizes, grade
names, grade descriptions and moisture content requirements.
Also included are more refined definitions of strength and per-
formance capabilities for construction lumber.

The new standard eliminates a multiplicity of grade
names and descriptions, and assures that green lumber will
shrink to the same size as seasoned lumber of the same relative
dimension. The interests of consumers, buyers, specifiers,
distributors and manufacturers are better served.

Important changes summarized:

New green-dry lumber sizes include lumber up to 4”
thick (nominal) as shown in the chart below. Nominal widths of 2”
and wider lumber will have a similar relationship as shown in the
chart. Old lumber sizes are shown also.

PRODUCT CLASS OLD SIZES NEW SIZES
(Dry or
(Nominal Size) Unseasoned) Unseasoned Dry
2x 4 [1-5/8x 3-5/8 |1-9/16 x 3-9/16(1-1/2 x 3-1/2
DIMEN- 2x 6(1-5/8x 5-1/2 [1-9/16 x 5-5/8 [1-1/2x 5-1/2
SION 2x 8 (1-5/8x 7-1/2 |1-9/16x 7-1/2 (1-1/2x 7-1/4
LUMBER 2x10 [1-5/8 x 9-1/2 [1-9/16 x 9-1/2 |1-1/2x 9-1/4
2x12 11-5/8x11-1/2 |1-9/16 x 11-1/2 |1-1/2x 11-1/4
PRODUCT CLASS OLD SIZES NEW SIZES
(Dry or
(Nominal Size) Unseasoned) Unseasoned Dry
1x 4 [25/32x 3-5/8 |25/32 x 3-9/16|3/4 x 3-1/2
. BOARD 1x 6 |25/32x 5-1/2 |25/32x 5-5/8 |3/4x 5-1/2
LUMBER 1x 8|25/32x 7-1/2 |25/32x 7-1/2 |3/4x 7-1/4
1x10 [25/32x 9-1/2 |25/32x 9-1/2 |83/4x 9-1/4
1x12 [25/32x11-1/2 |25/32 x 11-1/2 [3/4 x 11-1/4

New Green-Dry Lumber Identification:
gives the identification S-DRY to lumber
with 19% or less moisture content. Lumber

with more than 19% moisture content is
given the identification S-GRN. Lumber
dried to 15% or less moisture content is
given the special identification MC-15. The result of the
new identification and size relationships between green and
dry lumber is to permit designing universally to dry sizes, regard-
less of whether green or dry lumber is used in construction—the
green shrinking to dry size.
These are typical grade stamps now used to identify
seasoned, unseasoned, or specially dried lumber.

S-DRY

L2 G
2 C SEL

J_.g S-GRN J_.g
@9@2 @01 @Quus qp

(Moisture content (Moisture content  (Specially dried to
exceeds 19%) 19% or less) 15% or less moisture
content)

New Grade Designations: apply to dimension lumber
of all species. WWPA rules incorporate the National Dimension
Rule, as follows:

Category Grades Sizes
Light Framing Construction, Standard, | 2” to 4” thick
Utility, Economy 2" to 4" wide
Studs Stud, Economy 2” 1o 4” thick
2” to 4" wide
Structural Select Structural No. 1, |2” to 4” thick
Light Framing No. 2, No. 3, Economy |[2” to 4” wide
Appearance Appearance 2” to 4” thick
Framing 2” and wider
Structural Select Structural No. 1, |2” to 4” thick
Joists and Planks No. 2, No. 3, Economy |6” and wider
*Decking Selected Decking 2” to 4” thick
Commercial Decking 4” and wider
*Beams and Stringers | Select Structural 5” and thicker
Posts and Timbers No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 5”7 and wider

These new sizes get 8% more usable lumber from every harvested
tree!

*Not included in National Dimension Rules.

\T\I Western Wood Products Association,
W) Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon 97204




Standardization of Framing (Dimension) Lumber
Grades: specifies that knot sizes, slope of grain and other grade
limitations are the same for all species. Grade names are now the
same nationally for all species.

Simplified Board Lumber Grades and Rules: now
occupy only eight pages (compared to over 60 pages in the old
rules). Briefly, the grades are as follows:

Category Grades
Selects B & Better—1 & 2 Clear
C Select
D Select
Finish Superior
Prime
E
Paneling Clear (any select or finish grade).
No. 2 Common selected for knotty
paneling.
No. 3 Common selected for knotty
paneling.
Siding Superior
(Bevel and Bungalow) Prime
Boards No. 1 Common
No. 2 Common
Sheathing and Form No. 3 Common
Lumber No. 4 Common
No. 5 Common

TYPICAL GRADE DESCRIPTION NUMBER
(Always Four Digits)
Last Digit
Light Framing 40- ];rz é—Assigned to

(Major Section) Grade

(Paragraph within Section)

Full-Length Stress Grading: now available for all
WWPA species in grades of dimension lumber and posts and
timbers, and beams and stringers. Allows users to cross-cut a
long piece and retain at least the same stress assignment in the
shorter pieces.

New Design Values: are based on latest engineering
studies and are employed in the new National Forest Products
Association publication, “Span Tables for Joists and Rafters,"
available from NFPA.

Working Stresses: are computed in accord with
American Society for Testing Materials Standards.

Repetitive Member Design Values: recognized for
the first time. The repetitive member factor adds performance
values to lumber beyond those held by individual pieces: When 3
or more members are used adjacently or not more than 24” apart
and are joined by floor, roof or other load-distributing elements,
those members share the load. And the strength of the entire
construction is increased. These new values facilitate design,
engineering, and construction involving "building systems."

Species Groupings: Western framing lumber species
listings show a new combination stamped “Hem Fir." This stamp
covers Western Hemlock, and several true firs. Several other
species groupings have been provided.

New ‘‘Speed Use' Paragraphs: All grade descrip-
tions are assigned four-digit numbers. The introduction, includ-
ing general material applicable to many grades, is assigned
three-digit numbers.

For example, the number assigned to Light Framing is
40.00. The 40 denotes framing material up to 4” wide. The number
40.11 is assigned to the Construction grade, the top grade, and
40.12, 40.13, and 40.14 are assigned respectively to the other
Light Framing grades. In a similar manner, the 60.00 series is
assigned to 6” and wider framing material. The two digits
following the decimal point always denote a grade description—
as shown in the diagram.

PARAGRAPH NUMBERING

1.10 Three-digit numbers apply to
to general provisions affecting
5.60 many grades. Included are
measurement, tally, moisture
control and reinspection.

Introduction

10.00\

Selects and Finish

Special Red Cedar

Rules 20.00

Boards 30.00

Up to 4” wide 40.00 Four-digit numbers apply
Framing only to grade descriptions.
Miscellaneous 4”

and wider 50.00

6” and wider Framing 60.00

Beams & Stringers 70.00

Posts & Timbers 80.00

Factory Lumber 90.00 ~

Lumber Design 100.00 N

Values Five-digit numbers apply to
Measurements of technical material and
Characteristics 200.00 explanations.

Glossary 700.00

/

Tables Numbered 1 to 5

If you're a lumber distributor, builder, wholesaler or
dealer, you won't want to be without this Change Guide. If your
iob involves architecture, building codes or any building related
fields, these two pages can answer many of the questions you're
bound to run across.

To get your copy of the new easier to use WWPA 1970
Grading Rules,” send $1.00 along with your name and address
to Grading Rules, Western Wood Products Association, Yeon
Building, Portland, Oregon 97204.

i Western Wood does it
like nothing else can.
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‘It’s an 111 Wind ..’

On August 3, the South Gulf Coast area was
struck by the most damaging hurricane ever
to roar off the Gulf of Mexico. In its after-
math, Hurricane Celia had incurred property
damages estimated at $500 million. One of
the areas most severely hit was Corpus
Christi, Texas. Afflicting damage to over 65,-
000 homes and leaving many people without
shelter, Celia proved to be quite the devasta-
tor to the Gulf area residents.

Like a rake yanking and pulling under-
growth from a lawn, Celia’s prongs of de-
struction—with winds up to 160 miles per
hour—flattened and transformed a once
beautiful city into a war-torn assembly of
battered shells of human habitation.

Hardest stricken, quite naturally, were the
low-income areas, whose unpainted wooden,
rat-infested shanties were least able to with-
stand Celia’s force. In addition, the poor resi-
dents were mostly without resources to re-
deem their meager shelters.

Knowing the dire plight of the disaster vic-
tims, the Corpus Christi Chapter AIA imme-
diately pledged the manpower and services
of its members toward assisting the victims
in obtaining some semblances of shelter.
Meanwhile, the Texas Society of Architects
started trying to reach architects in the vicini-
ty to pledge help. When lines of communica-
tion were opened finally, a meeting was ar-
ranged in Austin, and a plan of action drawn
up. Members of the local chapter plus other
area architects comprised a volunteer crew,
and TSA issued a call for help to architects
in other parts of the state.

With an amazing show of efficiency, coop-
eration and selfless endeavor, the architects
by August 11 had organized a relief center.
Office space in a downtown location was se-
cured and supplies and equipment were do-
nated. The University of Texas School of
Architecture offered the services of fourth-
and fifth-year architectural students and ap-
pointed a local architect to a faculty position
to enable the students to receive college credit
for their efforts. The 43-member Corpus
Christi Chapter unanimously voted to assess
at least one half day's professional time
weekly to the center as long as it is needed.
Chapter members also met with legal associa-
tions to work out technicalities.

ATA Headquarters in Washington was
brought into the act, and as CDC director I

by VERNON A. WILLIAMS

' Director
Community Development/Design
Center Services

went to Corpus Christi to help with our ex-
perience in other cities in establishing archi-
tectural and planning centers.

In the meantime, appeals were made to the
US Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and area agencies involved in re-
lief and construction work. An executive
director of the center, which by now was
called the Redevelopment Assistance Center,
was appointed. Vista architects will be as-
signed shortly to Corpus Christi as additional
technical manpower.

Work began to flow into RAC immediate-
ly. On August 17, the first day of operation,
over 40 requests were received from disaster
victims. RAC has processed over 150 dam-
age evaluations and is now beginning to de-
velop design and working drawings. These
services coupled with disaster relief funds
from the Red Cross and the Small Business
Administration will enable new construction
to begin. Operating much as a CDC, RAC
has achieved an impressive track record in
its short period of existence.

As a continuing CDC, RAC is planning
for the redevelopment of HUD’s two target
areas, Melina and Hillcrest. Some 150 em-
ployees of HUD are now working a seven-
day week in Corpus Christi also to provide
housing for the thousands of homeless fami-
lies. The HUD task force started moving into
Corpus Christi two days after Celia wrought
her destruction. In addition to more than
2,000 mobile homes presently provided by
HUD, 500 permanent public housing units
have been allocated to local housing authori-
ties in the seven-county disaster area.

At present, plans are to take advantage of
the devastation to replan communities. This
planning with the participation of residents
will reflect the area’s particular needs.

William L. Slayton, AIA executive vice
president, has pledged the use of national In-
stitute resources to the Texas community.
Evolving from the urgency of Hurricane
Celia, Corpus Christi and Texas architects
are working for both immediate and long-
range benefits for the affected communities.
Many concerned citizens, agencies and asso-
ciations are now banded together to turn
what could be the nation’s third most damag-
ing hurricane into a chance for a better city.
The old, trite saying still goes: “It’s an ill
wind that blows nobody good.” O
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Wadsworth Grove Cooperative, Middletown, Conn

« McHugh & Associates, Architects.

The environment. The architect. Redwood.
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They work together.

Low income housing.

It used to mean sterile institutional hives. Zoned into a rough corner of town.

Tucked away from frightened residential neighborhoods.
But not anymore.

Now, imaginative design and creative use of materials have changed all

that. Like the case of Wadsworth Grove.
Here redwood made the difference.

Redwood’s rich, natural beauty meshed graciously with its surroundings.
While its warm grain and texture created its own informal environment.

The suburban neighbors could relax.
But redwood was perfect for other reasons.

It gave the development the durability it needed. Wear against kids.
Parasites. Weather. (Redwood was so ideal, that FHA officials — convinced
by the architects that redwood siding would be more economical in the
long run due to its low maintenance requirements — allowed its

added cost to be included in the mortgage.)

In short, redwood stays beautiful.

Redwood.
It adds its own rare qualities to the quality of life.

. CALIFORNIA

REDWOOD

ASSOCIATION For your subscription to architectural quarterly “Redwood News” write Department RN.
617 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA 94111 +« MEMBER MILLS: Georgia-Pacific Corporation + Boise Cascade Corporation
Arcata Redwood Co. * Simpson Timber Co. ¢ Miller Redwood Co. * The Pacific Lumber Co. * Willits Redwood Products Co.




GAIL

Evergreen Park Shopping Center, Chicago. Sidney Morris & Associates, Architects.

BRICKPLATE

the hlgh quality tile with a handcrafted appearance

Laurel Plaza Shopping Center, North Hollywood Cahforma
Burke, Kober, Nicolais & Archuleta, Architects.

Coming into favor with American architects is the use of
“Brickplate,” a type of ceramic tile with the density of
natural granite that has been popular with European
designers for years. Since 1963 it has been available in this
country and Canada by Gail International Corporation, a
subsidiary of Wilhelm Gail Ceramics, Giessen, Germany.

Using the modular 4x8, 5x10, and 6x12 sizes, an almost
unlimited variety of patterns can be employed using a
single color or combinations from Gail’s palette of ten
unglazed colors.

Because of their low absorption, Gail tiles have dovetail
ribs on the back which make a mechanical key with the
setting mortar, hence, they are suitable for pre-cast and
tilt-up construction as recently employed in the
Serramonte Shopping Center, Daly City, California; Welton
Becket & Associates, Architects.

South Center, Seattle, Washington.
John Graham & Associates, Architects.

Although mass produced in one of the most automated
ceramic facilities in the world, thus modest in price,
Brickplate has a warm, handcrafted quality achieved
through its controlled color variation. The same dense body
is used for both glazed and unglazed finishes.

For additional information, prices, samples, local
representative, etc., write Gail International Corp., or see
our Catalog in Sweet's Architectural, Interior Design, and
Industrial Files.

GAIL
INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION

1201 douglas st., redwood city, calif. 84063
tel.. 365-6212; cable address: GAILINT
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Toward a New
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Chapter in Urban Growth

"#‘ . The arguments for and against the building of new
% - towns are many. Definitely taking a stand for is The
American Institute of Architects. Testifying on be-
half of the Institute before the Senate Banking and
Currency Subcommittee on Housing and Urban Af-
fairs in support of the Urban Growth and New
Community Development Act of 1970, William L.
Slayton, AIA executive vice president, said that the =
nation’s architects strongly endorse the proposed
act’s basic principles, although it could be improved
with several changes. The proposed act is authored Cs
by Senators John Sparkman (D-Ala.) and Wallace ; 't
F. Bennett (R-Utah); a similar measure has been g
introduced in the House by Representative Thomas
L. Ashley (D-Ohio). ?
Carl Feiss, FAIA, chairman of the AIA’s Ur- .
ban Growth Policy Legislation Group, pointed out
to the committee that “Europe is at least 35 years ?h‘
ahead of us in contemporary community design.” "
To speed a new chapter in the nation’s build-
ing, the AIA urges that the 1970 housing laws in-
clude, among other points, the following:
* That a national corporation to develop new com-
munities should not be established but rather be a
function of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Federal loan guarantees and other
help should go to state and regional development
corporations which would assemble land, then mar-
ket it in accordance with a plan that maximizes
variety and opportunity.
* That national policies on where to establish new
communities be settled by a Council on Urban
Growth, working through the President’s Council
on Environmental Quality.
e That federal money be in the form of loan guar-
antees to public development corporations, which
would acquire the land and install improvements.
Investments would be repaid by land sales.
e That building and housing codes be no tougher
in new towns than in existing cities.
e That government aided research in housing tech-
nology not be cut back but that at least $100 mil-
lion a year be allocated for it.
Two other voices for the building of new towns
are heard in the following pages. One is that of an
English new town planner who suggests how the
United States might turn a new leaf in the building
of new communities; the other is that of the design
coordinator of Canada’s new town in town, Nuns’
Island (left), who calls for more inventiveness by
new town planners in the use of that precious com-
modity — land. [
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A Case for New Towns

by ALAN

A British architect/planner joins the discussion on what has
become a controversial topic in the United States. Going a step
further, he suggests a possible strategy for the US to follow.

The British legislation of 1946, which made the building of new
towns possible, took place in a country with strong traditions
of central government and with a high population density — 55
million people in an area about the size of New York State and
Pennsylvania combined. Although only a small proportion of
Britain’s land surface is urbanized, there is an instinct among
many that land is scarce and should be preserved in as rural a
form as possible.

In the United States, there has never been a problem of
land shortage, but there are enshrined traditions of home rule
which make overall national planning policies difficult to im-
plement. The first question that arises is: Does the concept of
building new towns have any relevance to the US? If so, what
are the problems and opportunities?

The debate is fierce, and I am going to set down a few of the
main arguments expressed by some of the leading protagonists.
The National Committee on Urban Growth Policy has concluded
that “new communities are essential elements of a strategy to
shape growth.”’ Charles Haar, chairman of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology/Harvard Joint Center for Urban Studies
and a former Assistant Secretary for Metropolitan Development
for the Department of Housing and Urban Development, is
worried about the dilemma of uncontrolled growth and claims
that new communities can provide new patterns of urban living;
increase the nation’s housing supply; meet the needs of a wide
range of income groups; achieve economies of scale; offer
opportunities for innovation; and be of immense service to the
older cities.?

William Alonso of the Department of City and Regional
Planning at the University of California, Berkeley, on the other
hand, has devoted considerable energy and research to an all-out
attack on new towns.® He concludes that a “national policy of
settling millions of people in new towns is not likely to succeed
and would not advance the national welfare if it could be done.”
He does suggest, however, that it makes sense to consider the
limited use of new towns for testing innovations which could be
applied to existing cities.

Many black leaders share the dislike of new towns, claim-
ing that they would be inhabited only by whites and would not
help minority groups who live in the central cities.

Finally, Jane Jacobs: “New towns are a cop-out. Instead
of really getting down to the business of understanding the stag-
nating, possibly dying, economy of the old city and doing some-
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thing about it, there’s a lot of talk about these new towns, and I
think it’s just frivolous.”

The main arguments against new towns can be summarized
as follows:

1. They will not solve the problems of the central cities.
They will divert money from the central cities.

They will house only white people.

They will have little effect on continued sprawl.

These statements may be largely true seen against the
present new towns which are being built all over the US. HUD
has a list® of 63 developments which fall into the category of new
towns or new communities, but except for one or two, they are
mostly middle to upper income subdivisions, albeit comprehen-
sively planned. If these are what the critics of new towns are
attacking for the reasons I have set down, then I would agree
with them. They are, however, not what I mean by new towns.

A rough definition of a new town in the sense that I am
using it might be as follows: a community created by positive
planning action, combining public and private funds, having its
own employment base and social facilities, a socially and racially
balanced population (at least 50,000) developed according to a
comprehensive social, economic and physical plan and located
at a growth point in a region where it will act as a new compo-
nent in the regional hierarchy. I would also include the “new
town in town” which again would have social and racial balance
and a range of facilities but which may not have an employment
base as it would be related by rapid transit to a nearby town
with existing employment.

Again, the arguments against new towns probably hold
true in the absence of a national policy adequately supported by
funds and attracting private investment. Without a commitment
at federal, state and city levels, the prophets of gloom might well
be right.

Let us assume that there were such a national new towns
policy (going very much further than Title IV of the 1968 Act
— the New Communities Act) and examine the four arguments
in that light.

New towns will not solve the problems of the central cities.
This is true but no single planning action will. It is absolutely
essential to regard a new towns policy as one element of a com-
prehensive strategy, an element of limited value on its own but

2.
3
4.

Mr. Turner is managing partner of Llewelyn-Davies Associates, New
York. He previously directed the preparation of plans for two new cities
in Venezuela for 400,000 and 300,000 people. In the US, the firm is plan-
ning a new community for the New York State Urban Development
Corporation; the associated UK firm has recently produced the master
plan for Milton Keynes, the latest and largest British new city.
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Socio-economic groups in British new towns compared with the country
as a whole. Based on information contained in the book London’s
New Towns by Ray Thomas. London: PEP, 1969.

of immense value when properly related to other elements, pro-
ducing a synergistic system. The strategy of the London new
towns was to attract people from the congested central areas
of London so as to simplify the problem of renewal. The strategy
has been very successful and approximately 70 percent of mi-
grants to the new towns came from London.

If new towns were to be built in the US, offering jobs, new
housing with a variety of federal and state subsidies and better
facilities than were available in the central city, there is no reason
why they should not succeed in attracting people from rundown
areas.

New towns will divert money from the central cities.
Looked at on a national scale, this is not true since the great
continued growth of the cities is taking place in the suburbs and
most of the new jobs and houses are there. It follows that the
greatest investment is taking place in the suburbs and will con-
tinue to do so, largely to the benefit of the white suburban
dweller. The intention of building new cities as an alternative
to suburban sprawl implies that some of this growth would be
steered into comprehensive developments offering advantages
(in assisted housing) to inner city dwellers, as well as providing
homes for the people who would live in the suburbs anyway.
Planning does not usually create growth — it simply takes what
is already there and reshapes it.

New towns will house only white people. It would have to
be an essential part of new towns policy that the new communi-
ties should have a balanced population and that minority groups
should be encouraged to live in them. Contrary to popular belief,
the British new towns are not working class communities but
contain a balance of socio-economic groups roughly similar to
that for the country as a whole. There are some differences: The

population in the new towns is younger and the very rich and the
very poor are unrepresented, but by and large they have suc-
ceeded in achieving social balance.

It has been said that Negroes would not want to live in
such places. I suppose some of them would not, just as some
white people would not. No one would force them, but why
would black people be able to resist the positive attraction of
better jobs and new housing any more than their white neigh-
bors? The emphasis would be on providing real advantages to
attract people; if this were done they would move of their own
accord.

In any case, the black population in some parts of the
country is slowly moving into the suburbs without the persuasion
of planners. In parts of Nassau County, Long Island, with one
of the highest median income levels in the country, there are
concentrations of poor people in deteriorated housing and a high
percentage of them are black. Would they not be attracted to a
new town where they might pay no more than the inflated rents
they are paying for poorly maintained property?

New towns will have little effect on continued sprawl. This
argument states that the foreseeable scale of new town develop-
ment will be too small to have any useful effect on anticipated
expansion. Alonso points out that even if the 110 new cities
called for by the National Committee on Urban Growth Policy
were built, they would only hold 7 percent of the total popula-
tion by the year 2000. This seems to me not to call for rejecting
the policy but for pressing for higher targets until the percentage
does make an impact. The argument is rather like a starving
man saying, “You have not given me enough food, therefore I
will reject it.” Maybe he should take it and then ask for more.

Those of the “it-won’t-have-any-significant-effect” school
hold themselves out to be realists accepting an apparently pre-
determined future of continued growth following the pattern we
have come to know.

I wonder whether there is any magic about the number of
cities that exists as an accident of history, and whether there are
any immutable economic laws which preclude new centers of
population from being created? The “realist” argument is really
rather a depressing one, stating that things are as they are and
cannot be changed by new attitudes and creative planning.

It is clear that to make an impact on the extent of suburban
sprawl outside the major cities will require new legislation,
heavy public commitment and considerable changes in public at-
titudes to the ownership of property and the right to develop it
as you wish. New legislation curbing the “sacred rights” of
property development in the suburbs would be an essential part
of a new towns policy and would no doubt be unpopular. With
proper provisions for compensation and the establishment of
land banks it could, however, form a method of preserving open
space in the suburbs and directing growth to new node points.

Without radical changes of this kind, the problems will not
be solved. To quote Anthony Downs, vice president of the Real
Estate Research Corporation, on the findings of the Douglas
Commission: “Really solving basic urban problems requires
many revisions in existing institutions. . . . Until we face the need
for such fundamental changes and become willing to tackle their
many disturbing facets, we will not make much headway against
poverty, crime, family instability, slum housing, lack of recrea-
tional space or any of the other urban ills we so loudly complain
about.”®

As a member of a planning firm, I am currently engaged in
the preparation of development plans for three new communities
in the US. One of them is for a public authority, the other two
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Sweden’s Vallingby is a subcenter of the greater Stockholm area and
exists as an element in a large urban pattern.
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for private developers. None of them has reached the stage where
I can write about them specifically but they all exhibit some
common problems which I believe must be solved before real
progress can be made. Two of them are in suburban areas and
will not be self-supporting; one of them is 30 miles from a
major city and will have its own economic base and a full range
of social services.

The problems of developing a balanced new community in
America are legion but probably resolve themselves into two
main groups. The first is related to public attitudes and com-
munication; the second to the lack of suitable financial and gov-
ernmental mechanisms. The usual process goes something like
the following:

A developer (public or private) decides to build a new
town and begins to assemble land. He does this secretly because
he believes that if people get to know what he is doing, the price
will rise beyond the limits he can afford. If he is successful in
acquiring the land before the local community gets to know
about it, he will be accused of working behind closed doors and
“why weren’t we consulted” problems will arise. If the plans to
buy land leak out before the developer is ready (and this can
happen), all kinds of awful images will crowd the minds of local
people, who are likely to be white, middle income and conserva-
tive. They will be certain that the development will be high den-
sity, low income, full of children, that no one will pay taxes
and, worse still, that some of the people will be black. The whole
operation is looked upon as a plot by some city to export its
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London’s new towns are planned as separate communities beyond the
greenbelt which surrounds the urbanized metropolitan area.

ghetto lock, stock and barrel. If the developer made his inten-
tions known at the outset and took the local community into con-
sideration, he would probably be unable to acquire the land
without powers of eminent domain.

In Britain, the process is rather different. Land is designated
for a new town, public hearings are held and when it is decided
to go ahead, the land is acquired at market values, with the
knowledge that eminent domain will be used if necessary. In
practice it rarely is, but the fact that the powers are there makes
all the difference.

In my opinion, the principal “mechanism” difficulties are:
e The fragmentation of authority and small tax collecting dis-
tricts, which make comprehensive planning extremely difficult.
An influx of lower income families in a community may have an
adverse effect on local taxes, although this can be set off against
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Milton Keynes, midway between London and Birmingham, will absorb
existing towns and villages — the inverse of the “new town in town.”

an increase in the tax base provided by new industry. Conversely,
the “exporting” city may be unwilling to lose the tax-producing
industry and will therefore be unlikely to encourage the new
town. In Britain, the tax system is more centralized and cities
are not so completely dependent on a local tax base.
e The problem of finding patient money. New towns can be
profitable (the British examples show considerable profits), but
the period that must elapse before cash flow becomes positive
will be much longer than for some other forms of investment.
e The lack of eminent domain powers, in the case of private
developments, and the lack, in public developments, of a means
to freeze land values. In Britain, it is possible for new town cor-
porations to acquire land after several years of development at
the value it had when the new town was originally’ designated
(plus an allowance for inflation).
¢ The difficulty of controlling land at the edges of the develop-
ment. If this is not done, the value of peripheral land will in-
crease and others will benefit from the developer’s investment.
The result will be sprawl in an unplanned way, the same as
around other towns. In the case of suburban new communities,
they will be swallowed up by general expansion and will become
lost in overall urbanization.

Added to these problems, the private developer wishing to
get federal guarantees under the New Communities Act (Title
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IV) will face severe problems of front-end money. He will have
to invest large sums in planning to make a detailed application
to HUD before he knows whether guarantees will be forth-
coming. He will also have to hang on to options which he may
have on land during the long period of planning and HUD pro-
cessing before the guarantees will enable him to borrow the
money to buy the land.

Although Title IV is a great step in the right direction and,
generally speaking, the regulations are perfectly acceptable, in
my opinion the legislation does not go far enough in offering
assistance to developers or in helping to locate new communities.
If it is accepted as national urban policy to encourage developers
to build new towns, then much more comprehensive legislation
will be necessary to achieve effective programs. For instance,
under the present system the location of new communities is
really left to an ad hoc decision by a developer. In one area, an
imaginative developer may see an opportunity for a new town;
in another area there may have been no one with his vision but
there may be an equal need. In this way the location is not gov-
erned by any overall objective view of regional dispersion but
by a completely hit and miss system.

It would be better, for instance, if HUD were to commis-
sion regional studies determining where new cities could be lo-
cated and then to advertise for developers to submit proposals
or applications to develop these cities. The system could involve
private enterprise just as much as the present one, but the loca-
tions would have been previously studied and determined by
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either federal or state governments, depending on the particular
economic and social requirements of the regions.

There are several basic kinds of new town community/city
which serve different needs and which may be relevant in Amer-
ica over the next 30 years. I would define these as follows:

THE SUBURBAN NEw CoMMUNITY: This is predicated on
the need to concentrate suburban growth at node points such as
transportation interchanges and to make some sense out of the
sprawling expansion that is going on. Like Kevin Lynch?, I see
nothing wrong with “giant urban regions,” but there is a great
deal wrong with “spread city.” Studies have shown how these
areas serve the affluent (with at least two cars) but are com-
pletely inadequate for less wealthy people from the point of view
of the distribution and availability of essential services.®

The model is probably Vallingby outside Stockholm, which
was planned in an effort to concentrate suburban growth. It is
located on a rapid transit line connecting it with central Stock-
holm and has as its core a subregional shopping center. It is
clearly not a self-contained new town but provides a superior
environment for 23,000 people. This kind of mini new town may
be much more appropriate to the American situation than the
detached new town and could have a considerable effect on the
structure of the suburbs. There could be many of them at trans-
portation node points around a central city. Perhaps we should
think less of satellite cities and change the image to suburban
constellations.

THE NUCLEAR NEw Town: This is the classic pattern
evolved from Ebenezer Howard and the Garden Cities Move-
ment through the British Legislation of 1946. It exists as a
largely independent town separated from others by miles of
countryside. Seen from the air it is a single-centered town in a
green setting. The size may vary considerably but is often around
60,000 to 100,000. Most of the first generation of British new
towns are of this kind, as are Reston and Columbia.

The philosophical background suggests that a town should
be fairly small and compact and combine the benefits of town
and country. Howard’s reasoning was based on a horror of “foul
and squalid” cities, and his Utopian ideas were conceived as
antidotes. Although this type of new town has had a considerable
success in Britain, current proposals are now for much larger
cities acting as regional growth points, and this later policy may
prove to be more relevant in the US.

THE PoLYCENTRIC NEW CiITY: This is a relatively recent
development which overlays a large new city on an area where
there are already several smaller communities. These become
subcenters in the matrix of the city. It is the inverse of the sub-
urban new community which is slotted into an existing matrix.
This can best be illustrated by the plan for Milton Keynes?, which
is the largest new city underway in Britain and which will have
a population of about 250,000 by 1990. Within the designated

and hamlets which will eventually become component parts of
the city although their character will be preserved.

The plan has been conceived in different forms from those
of earlier new towns and does not attempt to lay down in detail
the ultimate structure of the new city. Many of the proposals
in the plan are for social and institutional initiative although
there is a framework of transportation and other basic services.
The goal has been to arrange the necessarily fixed elements so
that there will be considerable scope for changes in patterns of
life to be incorporated as the city is built.

A Possible Strategy for the US

If there is a will in the US to alter present patterns of growth
and to create improved environments for millions of people, I
would suggest that the following should be among the major
strategic elements:
1. Widespread publicity informing people of the effects of in-
creasing urbanization and demonstrating the choices that are
open. It should be possible to persuade suburban communities
that even if they can escape the worst effects of the city, their
children may not.
2. Changes in tax structure or the use of special impact pay-
ments to cushion the blow of increasing local taxes. This would
involve action at state and national levels.
3. Legislation enabling statewide corporations to acquire land
for new community development by eminent domain if necessary.
The New York State Urban Development Corporation is leading
the way in this field and may be the model for many others.
4. The introduction of more sophisticated development control
mechanisms than the conventional zoning ordinances. This would
probably involve the gradual acceptance of the principle of
compensation and betterment, whereby those who are prevented
for societal reasons from developing their land are compensated
and those whose land appreciates through the actions of society
are taxed.
5. A much greater degree of federal commitment in the form of
loans and guarantees. In the long run, this would not be a
burden on the taxpayer as the developments create wealth and
new taxable structures.
6. From a physical planning standpoint, effort should be con-
centrated on the creation of suburban new towns at node points
and on preserving large cohesive green wedges of countryside.
Coupled with this a national strategy of creating several major
new growth points for eventual populations of several million
people may be more relevant to American needs than the con-
struction of small self-contained new towns.

If actions along these lines could be seen as complementary
to the redevelopment of core areas in the central cities, instead
of being regarded as competition, then achievements over the

area, 45,000 people live in four towns and a number of villages

next 20 years could be very real indeed. [

1. The New City. National Committee on Ur-
ban Growth Policy, 1969.
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before the House Sub-Committee on Banking
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3. “What Are New Towns For?” William
Alonso. Institute of Urban and Regional De-
velopment, University of California, Berkeley,
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4. The New York Times Magazine, March 1,
1970.
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The dramatic is not the hallmark of Nuns’ Island near Montreal.
Rather, the new town is an example of land planning which
works to the advantage of both residents and investors. As
such, it is worth a closer look from planners in the US, where
sprawl is now creeping from the suburbs and into new towns.

Nuns’ Island, which is what might be termed a new town in
town, was built first of all because the site, 1,000 acres less than
10 minutes from downtown Montreal, offered a rare economic
opportunity. But it would be wrong not to point out that eco-
nomic interests by no means were the only incentive of the
developer, Metropolitan Structures, Inc., of Chicago. The com-
pany, or more specifically its president Bernard Weissbourd,
was inspired to set out on this venture for still another reason:
that of planning and building a community which might become
an example for new towns in the US, for residential renewal
in the cities and even for high density building in the suburbs.

The thinking behind the Nuns’ Island concept, with de-
sirable tracts being what they are today — scarce and costly —
is that land must be utilized to better advantage both when it
comes to providing more homes and retaining more open space.
Consequently, the island is planned for 30 units per acre, a
density that is advocated by a number of planners and to which

of a New Town

by Cy PAUMIER JR.

Weissbourd subscribes. Therefore, at the very outset this figure
was fairly well established. But the amount of open space left,
even with this density, retained as it is in large, usable expanses,
makes the community a sought-after place to live. Of some
2,000 units now finished, just about all are rented.

The island, which it part of Montreal’s neighboring City of
Verdun, had been the property of the Sisters of the Congrega-
tion of Notre Dame for some 200 years when it was sold in
1956 to Quebec Home & Mortgage Association. The Cham-
plain Bridge, which was built just before Expo 67, connected
the uninhabited island with downtown Montreal, making it a
natural for what would be almost an extension of that city. But
prospective developers were deterred by the size of the under-
taking, for the landowner was not interested in dividing the
property into lots.

Then in 1965, Metropolitan Structures undertook a six-
month feasibility study of the island and at the end of that year
leased it for 99 years. The master plan took 12 months, during
which the planning team™* grappled with such problems as how

*Johnson, Johnson & Roy, Inc., Ann Arbor, Mich.; La Societe, B.L.M. (an engi-
neering consortium of Beauchemin-Beaton-LaPointe and Lalonde. Valois, Lamarre,
Valois & Associates, Montreal, and Moffat & Nichol, Long Beach, Calif.); Barton-
Aschmann Associates, Chicago; Philip David Bobrow, Montreal; the Office of Mies
van der Rohe, Chicago; and Stanley Tigerman, AIA, Chicago.
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Montreal's skyline is background for Nuns' Island with the two first
phases of construction completed (preceding page). Plan above indi-
cates how open spaces are linked for walking. Additional landscaping
is underway around highrise, as shown on plan.

best to design the road pattern to move people from a fixed point
of access to the island; the location of utilities and other services;
and the selection of building types and how they were to be
sited. Three alternatives came out of the study, all with the
same density and a similar distribution of building types but
with different approaches to vehicular access and circulation.

One alternative proposed a ring, or loop, road system, par-
alleling the shoreline. This, however, would have created an
“island” in the center, cut off from the water by traffic lanes.

A second alternative would have created a singular road
that hugged the northern edge of the island, paralleling the
shore closest to Montreal, with fingers penetrating to the south
shore — an exciting approach, but incapable of handling the
projected traffic load, which engineers determined would re-
quire three lanes in each direction.

The solution finally accepted and developed — the spine
road system — offered the opportunity of creating two distinc-
tive residential communities, one in a meadow area and one in
a wooded one, each with a direct relationship to the water’s
edge. This solution also solved the traffic volumes confronting
the planning team.

A high-speed, mass transit link to Montreal was considered
as part of the original concept. However, both municipal rail
or subway systems represented extremely long-range commit-
ments, beyond, in fact, the life of the development program. The
multimillion-dollar investment thus required of the developer
could not be justified. However, Metropolitan Structures did
agree to subsidize public bus transportation to and from the
mainland the first year, at a cost of $31,000, until the service
was taken over by the Montreal Transportation Commission.

A concurrent concern was the building code which, in
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To Montreal

Verdun, did not contemplate highrise structures. Subsequently,
agreement was reached with the municipality for acceptance of
the land plan as the zoning plan and adoption of the National
Building Code of Canada — a performance code — for the
actual construction.

Previously arranged by the land owner was a financing
agreement which called for Metropolitan Structures to deed all
public facilities, rights-of-way and streets to Verdun in return
for an ultimate $20 million municipal investment in roads and
services. Under terms of the agreement, the municipal bonds
are repaid from Nuns’ Island taxes only; residents of Verdun
do not finance island improvements, and island residents do not
pay off existing obligations of the city itself.

Under the master plan, Nuns’ Island is divided into four
zones: a residential zone, accommodating five neighborhoods of
some 10,000 people each in a total of 15,000 units; a 250-acre
recreation zone with playing fields and a golf course (following
completion of landfill operations); a light industrial zone; and
a business/commercial zone. The ratio is 400 acres for resi-
dential, 362 acres for public (parks, schools, roads) and
218 acres for commercial uses. Both the industrial and busi-
ness/commercial zones are highway oriented, adjacent to the
Champlain Bridge.

A vehicular parkway system links the four zones, with
the parkway also serving as the primary organizing element to
form the boundary between the two communities and the com-
mercial/office center. The traffic plan separates high volume
traffic, routed on the primary roads, from secondary, cul-de-sac
streets used by neighborhood residents. It also eliminates the
need for any resident to cross a primary road to reach commun-
ity and shopping facilities.

To Montreal/Verdun



The combination of central parks within each community,
the parkway and the organization of highrise buildings along
the river’s edge and within the commercial/office area is the key
to the physical structure and visual order of the island.

In the residential zone, the meadow community is divided
by the parkway into two neighborhood areas, each with a cen-
tral park that relates to the parkway on the interior and to the

river’s edge on the exterior. Schools, shopping, community
centers and recreational facilities are located in or adjacent to
the central park of each residential neighborhood, linked to
open spaces in the neighborhoods themselves by pedestrian
greenways.

Similarly, the neighborhoods in the wooded community
focus on a 30-acre central park or are river oriented, again with
all linked by pedestrian greenways and underpasses which lead
from the community facilities through the neighborhoods to the
water’s edge and riverfront parks near the highrise structures.

Pedestrian greens are created by the clustering of apart-
ment buildings in quadrangles. This arrangement forms one-
acre parks for each building grouping, ideal for passive recre-
ation and small play lots for children.

In addition to the major recreational zone and the pedes-
trian greens, play lots to serve a broader age group were also
planned in the park areas along the river’s edge.

Primary recreation space for older children, teenagers and
adults will be concentrated in the central park of each com-
munity. Facilities for softball, tennis, basketball, volleyball
and hockey will be used by the island’s schools during school
hours and by the community during other periods.

In all, five community centers and a similar number of
convenience shopping centers are planned to serve the neighbor-

In addition to a major recreation area, there is open space accessible
for everyday use. Each neighborhood has — within a short walk —
a community center with tennis courts, swimming pool, etc.; apartment
buildings are clustered to form small play lots.

hoods in the meadow and wooded communities — all within
five-minute walking distances of all residential units in each
neighborhood. Additional pools and community facilities will
be built in relationship to highrise apartment buildings along
the river’s edge.

The fact that residents don’t have to drive in order to par-
ticipate in island activities puts them in more frequent contact
with each other. The first, 4,000-square-foot community center
is the hub of the neighborhoods’ social and recreational life.
The center has a swimming pool, tennis courts and other out-
door facilities, meeting rooms for both youngsters and adults,
a lounge for dances and small parties and a bilingual kinder-
garten. Also available are golf, horseback riding and fishing,
and there is a marina for boat owners.

Construction of the residential zones has so far been in two
phases. The first began in the island’s wooded zone in 1967.
At the same time, work began on landscaped earth dikes to
protect low-lying areas and on filling operations in the south-
western section, future site of the major recreational zone.

Phase 1, which was completed in late 1968, includes five
three-story garden apartments (12 units each), nine four-story
elevator apartments (48 units each), a 15-story highrise apart-
ment building (204 units) and a series of three- and four-bed-
room two-story townhouses, which bring a single-family scale
to the development. The total is 805 dwellings.

The three-story buildings are of frame construction; the
four-stories have precast concrete floors supported by conven-
tional masonry walls; the highrise is poured in place concrete;
the townhouses are of wood masonry construction. Earth-tone
brick predominates the exteriors.

Architect for Phase 1 was Philip David Bobrow, Montreal;
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River-oriented Phase | highrise is linked to interior residential neigh-
borhoods by a pedestrian underpass; lowrise apartment houses have
one-acre parks for each building grouping.

consulting architects, the Office of Mies van der Rohe and
Stanley Tigerman, AIA, both of Chicago.

Phase 2, completed last spring, includes two additional
high rise buildings, eight six-story buildings, four three-story
buildings and 95 townhouses for a total of 1,271 units. Archi-
tect was Edgar Tornay, Montreal; consulting architects, the
Mies office and Donald Lee Sickler, AIA, of Baltimore.

In response to market demand, Phase 2 highrises incor-
porated balconies, the first designed for Mies buildings. Also,
the three-story buildings include elevators and one-bedroom
apartments, while the three-stories of Phase 1 were without
elevators and with only two- and three-bedroom units. The
highrises share an indoor pool, in contrast to the outdoor pool
designed for the highrise in Phase 1.

Phase 2 buildings adhere to the design quality of the first
structures and maintain a continuity of architectural thought,
but have a subtle diversity intended to reinforce future design
stages. The exterior colors are earth tones, complementing the
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tones of the brick in Phase 1, with olive brown accent color on
all repeated exposed surfaces other than brick.

To keep the community from becoming monotonous, free-
standing and continuous building elements have been combined
for both diversity and harmony. Consequently, each quadrangle
has both mid-rise buildings and two-story townhouses, which
prevents the tall buildings from seeming overwhelmingly large.
Similarly, townhouses along the river’s edge contrast with both
the highrise buildings and the six-story structures which are
oriented to the interior.

While permanent school facilities are under discussion with
both Catholic and Protestant school boards, 200 elementary
school children are attending classes in temporary quarters. The
Catholic School Board of Verdun is providing the teachers;
classes are conducted in both French and English. Metropolitan
Structures subsidizes the operating cost of the school to insure
that classes are held on the island rather than in Verdun; older
children bus to schools in that city.

A series of office buildings, totaling 4 million square feet,
and an enclosed shopping mall will form a town center for the
island. The first office building, a five-story, 70,000-square-foot
structure by Bland, Lemoyne & Shine of Montreal, with Sickler
consulting, is expected to be completed by the end of the year.
Another one, of 30,000 square feet and designed by Dawson &
Syzmanski, Montreal, will be Quebec headquarters for Olivetti
Canada Ltd. Early in 1971, construction will begin on a 160-
unit Howard Johnson motor hotel.

Land Design/Research, Inc., of Columbia, Maryland, is
currently preparing a site development plan for the town center
zone and is also providing the land planning and design co-ordi-
nation service on total island residential development.

Nuns’ Island is developed entirely through private funds;
the project is expected to take 15 years from conception to
completion, with a total investment of $350 million. Because
Metropolitan Structures is a private company, financing has
been largely through mortgage with some equity investment.
Mortgage financing for the first two phases has been by Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company.

A Chicago investor group headed by Joseph, Gerald and
Willard Gidwitz, owners of Helene Curtis Industries, Inc., has
invested $4.5 million. In return for 50 percent of the rental
income from the first 3,000 units, Pittway Corporation, Chicago,
has invested $3 million of a committed.$4.5 million.

When fully developed, income on residential rentals alone
is projected at $3 million a month. In addition, Metropolitan
Structures receives income from the leasing of industrial and
commercial facilities.

A recent study of island residents revealed an average
annual income near $9,500 with some 40 percent earning more
than $10,000. Rents range from $120 to $400. In an area
where mortgage interest is as high as 10 and 12 percent, home-
ownership is out of reach for most, and the island is therefore
an all-rental community.

This fact, and the favorable lease terms of the land ($21,000
annually the first 10 years, escalating to $1,285,000 in the
15th year) have helped reduce costs. Smaller tracts could be
a savings factor for new towns in general — provided they are
used to better advantage and with all possible inventiveness in
order to retain as much everyday open space as possible. H

Mr. Paumier served as design coordinator of the Nuns' Island planning
team and is now director of land planning and landscape architecture
for the Rouse Co., Columbia, Maryland.



PRACTICE

John T. Law Associates of Palo Alto, California, putting the accent on husband/wife teams and on youth,
finds both professional and financial rewards in working with developers.

PROFILE

Small Firs, ¢
‘with a Big Stake
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When the Pacific Coast Builders Conference scheduled a sem-
inar on mass housing last summer, the program committee
turned to John T. Law, AIA, as the architect on the panel. And
little wonder. He is not only the designer/planner for several
housing developers but also part owner of two corporations that
are building low cost housing and a member of California’s
Advisory Committee on Factory-Built Housing.

The 37-year-old founder of John T. Law Associates in
five years has established a practice that makes money and
wins notice in the nation’s most turbulent and populous state.
In addition, he maintains a rapport with his colleagues as presi-
dent-elect of the Santa Clara Valley Chapter of The American
Institute of Architects and with students as an instructor at
Stanford University’s Department of Architecture. He might
even earn a kind word from Women’s Liberation. “Our employ-
ment of husband/wife teams is part of our fresh approach to
making work lively and fun,” he says.

Law manages his panoply of hats by working from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. and often longer, almost every day of the year. “I
couldn’t be happier,” he hastens to add. “The opportunities for
architects right now are endless.”

Beginning in 1965 from his pastoral Portola Valley home,
he has expanded his firm to a staff of nine in Palo Alto and has
reached an annual construction value of more than $5 million.
Projects include, besides mass housing and custom residences,
master planning, commercial and industrial buildings, a com-
munity for the rehabilitation of alcoholics and another for recre-
ational camping.

Raised in New Jersey and Massachusetts, the son of a
scientist, Law points out, “I decided to be an architect during
my junior year at Exeter Academy when I discovered that the
two subjects I enjoyed most, math and art, could be combined
in the field of architecture.”

He went on to Harvard University where he worked sum-
mers with construction crews erecting projects ranging from the
world’s largest steel plant to private tennis courts. While serving
as a pilot in the Air Force, the architect helped supervise con-
struction of 600 housing units designed by Bassetti & Morse at
McCord Air Force Base near Tacoma, Washington.

By that time, Law admits, “I thought I knew all there was
to know about how to build housing until I did a guest house
for my wife’s parents in Bedford Village, New York. I ended
up working 14 hours a day, seven days a week, and discovered
[ still had a lot more to learn.”

During his last two years of graduate work at Harvard, Law
worked for The Architects Collaborative under Benjamin
Thompson, FAIA, remodeling campus dormitories. “Ben gave
me a great deal of responsibility, and I admired him as a great
designer.”

Law moved to California in 1961 to work for John S.
Bolles, FAIA, “whom I respected as a businessman, among
other things.” Two years later, he joined the firm of Ernest J.
Kump, FAIA, working on such jobs as the College of Virgin
Islands and the renovation of Kump’s castle in Austria. “Ernie
gave me good all-around experience, and when I started my
own office, he helped me get clients,” Law comments.

Commissions for the first two years of his own practice
consisted mainly of houses. There were some restaurants, too.
“They’re like stage settings — fun,” he says.

Mr. Fraser, formerly a reporter and urban affairs writer for the San
Jose Mercury and News, is assistant director of Public Relations at AIA
Headquarters in Washington, D. C.

Commercial work got underway in 1967 with an office
building in Redwood City for a previous residential client. In
that same year, Law moved the firm to the Stanford Financial
Square “to be near the best local developers,” as he puts it.
“We spent additional money—more than $4,000—to create
an interesting office environment, and we are working for two
of the developers in our building today and hope to work for the
third very soon.”

“When you start working for good developers, you can
afford to drop the bad ones because the former become repeat
clients,” Law continues. “We enjoy being associated as a team
with people who make correct decisions in their specialties and
who respect our opinions in ours.”

“We believe that by working for developers, we are more
influential in the real decision making that is shaping our
environment. We become part of the development team, not
necessarily assuming all the risks or profits of the developer,
but we do share them. Developers are motivated by money. We
convince them that taste can be upgraded and consumers will
pay more for a better product.”

Today, John T. Law Associates is designing such projects
as lowrise apartment units for Millbrae overlooking San Fran-
cisco International Airport and a 10-story, 162-unit apartment
house for San Francisco’s Russian Hill. The firm is also doing
a considerable number of industrial research buildings, specializ-
ing in tilt-up construction, for Boise Cascades Building Co.’s
industrial parks. “We’re learning to make the process as simple
as possible,” Law says. “The same technique could be used to
mass produce housing.”
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