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Uitrawall

Movable Partitions

Vinyl-covered ULTRAWALL partitions frequently start out
looking like they cost more than standard fixed partitions. But
when moving-in time comes, you'll find material and labor
savings have made ULTRAWALL costs very attractive indeed!

So if you are comparing prices, be sure to add in the cost to
cut and fit carpet and ceiling into many cubicles around fixed
partitions. Then consider the simple way ULTRAWALL goes
up: carpeting, ceiling, lighting and other items are installed an
entire floor-at-a-time! Core and perimeter walls are finished

Ultrawall Partitions can wait til last.

in one overall operation before partitions are installed. Doors,
reversible frames, base, finish trim and even glazing can be
handled easily, efficiently by the same partition crew. And
every time you reallocate space, ULTRAWALL partitions pay
for themselves all over again. Also consider the possible
qualification for investment tax credit and accelerated depre-
ciation advantages.

B Call your U.S.G. Representative or write to us at 101 S,
Wacker Dr., Chicago, lil. 60606, Dept. AJ39
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How many people can you please

when you design a building?

ou want to please yourself.

You have to satisfy your

client. And if you can make
the investors and tenants happy, you
will have accomplished quite a feat!
You'll find that designing with
Fluropon-coated metal curtainwalls
can help you please the people who
will determine the success of your
projects.

You're looking for

great design
opportunities.

You can create magnificent state-
ments with Fluropon-coated panels
because Fluropon offers virtually un-
limited possibilities with the shape,
form and even the texture of the metal
panels. You may even discover new
opportunities in metal curtainwall de-
sign!

But your client
wants a financially
successful building.

Fluropon, the full-strength Kynar
500® coating, has the longevity to
compete with anodized coatings.
However, Fluropon-coated panels
cost less and provide better color
integrity and availability. Plus, Fluro-
pon has the long-term ability to
maintain its original color and deliver
years of maintenance-free protection.
And that makes Fluropon an even
better choice!

Investors want a
good return on
their money.

Fluropon’s exceptional durability and
color integrity can help maintain the
marketing impact of your initial de-
sign, so the building’s investors can

expect the same flow of tenants and
income, along with the resale poten-
tial, that they were looking for when
the building was first conceived.

Make your public
happy, too!

Your statement will become part of
the public's architectural heritage.
And the sweeping designs and ex-
ceptional durability that are possible
with Fluropon will help your building
work with its environment and be-
come a lasting community asset.

Call or write today for more infor-
mation about Fluropon.

DeSoto, mc.

1700 South Mount Prospect Rd.
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018
(312)391-9364

Fluropon®: A People-Pleasing Product

for Architects Designing Metal

Kynar 500 is a registered trad K of P it Cor
See our insertion “9.10 Des."” in Sweet's Ind ial C ion and R

Panel Buildings

File.

Circle 2 on information card
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EVENTS

April 1-4: Symposium on Science, Tech-
nology and the Human Prospect, San
Francisco Hilton Hotel, San Francisco.
Contact: Forum for the Advancement of
Students in Science and Technology, 2030
M St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
April 2: Workshop on Tax Incentives for
Historic Preservation, Boston, (Repeat
workshop: April 16, Cincinnati.) Con-
tact: Richard Jaffeson, American Plan-
ning Association, 1776 Massachusetts
Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
April 2-4: American National Metric
Council annual conference, Hyatt Regen-
cy Hotel, Washington, D.C. Contact:
ANMC, 1625 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036.

April 2-5: National Noise and Vibration
Control Conference and Exposition,
Hyatt Regency O’Hare Hotel, Chicago
O’Hare Airport. Contact: NOISEXPO,
27101 E. Oviatt Road, Bay Village, Ohio
44140,

April 3-4: Boston Society of Architects/
AIA “Housing ’79,” Howard Johnson’s
57 Motor Hotel, Boston.

April 4-8: Society of Architectural His-
torians annual meeting, Savannah, Ga.
Contact: SAH, 1700 Walnut St., Philadel-
phia, Pa. 19103.

April 5-7: Gulf States/AIA Regional
Convention, Camelot Inn and Little Rock
Convention Center, Little Rock, Ark.
April 6: Seminar on Professional Liability,
Orlando, Fla. (Repeat seminars: April
27, Detroit; May 11, Philadelphia.) Con-
tact: Jack McKee, National Society of
Professional Engineers, 2029 K St. N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20006.

April 7-10: Association of Collegiate
Schools of Architecture annual meeting,
Savannah, Ga. Contact: ACSA, 1785
New York Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C.
20006.

April 9-13: Course on Fundamentals of
Grouting, Executive International Inn,

St. Louis, sponsored by the extension
division, University of Missouri at

Rolla.

April 15: Applications deadline, Kate
Neal Kinley Memorial Fellowship. Con-
tact: Dean Jack H. McKenzie, College of
Fine and Applied Arts, 110 Architecture
Building, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Urbana, Ill. 61801.

April 16: Proposals deadline, Arnold W.
Brunner fellowship. Contact: New York
Chapter/AIA, 20 W. 40th St., New York,
N.Y. 10018.

April 16-20: Value Engineering Work-
shop, Orlando, Fla. (Repeat workshops:
June 11-15, St. Louis; Sept. 17-21,
Toronto; Oct. 15-19, Philadelphia; Nov.
5-9, Honolulu.) Contact: American Con-
sulting Engineers Council, 1155 15th St.
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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April 19-20: Roofing Technology Con-
ference, National Bureau of Standards,
Gaithersburg, Md. Contact: National
Roofing Contractors Association, 1515
N. Harlem Ave., Oak Park, Ill. 60302.
April 19-21: Conference on Civil Engi-
neering Education, University of Wiscon-
sin, Madison. Contact: American Society
of Civil Engineers, 345 E. 47th St., New
York, N.Y, 10017.

April 23-25: Course on Preparation of
Environmental Impact Statements,
George Washington University, Washing-
ton, D.C.

April 24-25: Structural Stability Research
Council annual meeting, William Penn
Hotel, Pittsburgh. Contact: SSRC, Fritz
Engineering Laboratory—13, Lehigh
University, Bethlehem, Pa. 18015,

April 24-29: American Subcontractors
Association annual meeting, Caesar’s
Palace, Las Vegas. Contact: ASA, 815
15th St. N.W,; Washington, D.C. 20005.
April 25-27; World Conference on Con-
tinuing Engineering Education, Mexico
City. Contact: Department of Engineering
& Applied Science, University of Wiscon-
sin Extension, 432 N, Lake St., Madison,
Wis. 53706.

April 26-27: Course on Firesafety in
Buildings, Chicago, sponsored by the
University of California, Berkeley, and
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle.
May 15: Papers deadline, national compe-
tition for papers on energy in the cities.
Contact: American Planning Association,
1313 E. 60th St., Chicago, Ill. 60637.
June 3-7: AIA convention, Kansas City,
Mo.

June 8: Entry forms due, Red Cedar
Shingle & Handsplit Shake Bureau and
AIA architectural awards program. Con-
tact: RCS&HSB, Suite 275, 515 116th
Ave. N.E., Bellevue, Wash. 98004.

LETTERS

‘Big’ May Not Be ‘Beautiful’: I have read
with disgust the article entitled “Planning
a New Architectural Practice” in the
November "78 issue (p. 78).

I sincerely hope that young architects
who are planning to open their own prac-
tices will disregard such articles. If you
have a small office and refuse to accept
commissions of less than $1,000, you're
not “doomed to failure, or at best medi-
ocrity”—you're doomed period! Worst
of all, besides dooming yourself, you are
dooming the profession as a whole in the
eyes of the public. If architects refuse
small jobs, contractors will gladly do
the “design,” which is what is happening
now. Take a look at the American resi-
dential landscape, fellow architects. Can
you truthfully say that it is esthetically
pleasing and enduring?

If you go to a dentist to get a tooth

filled, he doesn’t say, “I don’t do just
one tooth—you must have them all done
or it isn’t worth my while.” Architects
must get the dollar sign out of their eyes
and start thinking and acting more like
professionals. Much of the best architec-
ture in America has been “small commis-
sion” stuff. Big is not necessarily beauti-
ful and a high project cost certainly does
not assure a beautiful, fine example

of architecture.

As an architect I regard myself as a
member of one of the oldest and most
respected professions. I expect my profes-
sional publication to promote my profes-
sion, not aid in destroying it.

Edward A. Kane Jr., AIA
Edwardsville, Il1.

Discrimination Against Women?: In the
“letters” section of the December '78 issue
(p. 6), Ellamae Ellis League, FAIA,
writes that she has “been in the profes-
sion almost 50 years” and has “never
encountered any prejudice or discrimi-
nation.”

I respectfully reply that I have been in
the profession only about seven years
(five in school) and have seen discrimi-
nation, prejudice and what can only be
described as overt hostility toward women
who are either trying to enter or have
entered the profession.

True, no major architectural school
is closed to women, but equal opportunity
statements can be as cheap as the paper
they are printed on and in no way do they
erase the actual discrimination dealt
women by administrators, professors,
fellow students and fellow professionals.

Perhaps many of us do not recognize
discrimination as what it is: a condition
that not only degrades women in architec-
ture, but also degrades the architectural
profession as a whole through the waste
of talent and aspirations of an entire
segment of society,

I, too, am surprised at the action taken
by the Institute in regard to the threat
by the Equal Rights Amendment group
(see June 78, p. 12), but I am in no
way disappointed with the position AIA
has taken in this matter,

Robert G. Thompson
Fort Worth, Tex.

Footnotes: Photographs of G. E. Kidder
Smith, FAIA, on pages 38 and 39 of the
January issue are from his book 4 Pic-
torial History of Architecture in America,

Also depicted is the Civic Auditorium
Forecourt, Portland, Ore. Project de-
signer was Angela Danadjieva for the firm
of Lawrence Halprin & Associates. The
forecourt has been renamed “Ira’s Foun-
tain,” in memory of the Portland indus-
trialist Ira C. Keller. A recent addition to
the fountain, called the Keller Memorial,
is also the design of Danadjieva.




OWENS-CORNING
ENERGY AWARD
WINNERS FOR 1978

THESE MEN ARE PIONEERS. They are pulling
the energy-efficient building out of the window-
less box. They have designed and engineered
resourceful buildings that are visually bold and
exciting. We are proud to honor them.

-A_. _"r i
William A. Hall, AIA —William A. Hall and Associates, New York, New York.

EW YORK STATE UNIVERSITY PLAZA,

ALBANY, NEW YORK. This complex, a

registered historical landmark, is now
an energy landmark as well.

The interior was totally gutted and re-
designed. Thermal insulation was added to the
walls and roof. All windows were replaced
with double-glazed units.

Computer analysis helped select the most
efficient heating and air-conditioning system.
Forty percent of the heating requirement will
be met by heat recovery from lighting.

As aresult, less gas will be needed to heat
all three buildings of the complex than was
originally needed to heat two of them in 1918.

This landmark, now well-scrubbed and
skirted with a city park, brings new life to
downtown Albany.

“Historic preservation need not be compro-
mised by responsible and efficient and elegant
engineering.”—Jury .




ITKIN COUNTY AIR TERMINAL, ASPEN,
COLORADOQ. This is the first public build-
ing in America to complement solar
heating with moveable insulation systems.
On cloudy days and at night, one system
automatically covers skylights with insulated
louvers.
The other fills southern-exposure, glazed
fiberglass walls with insulating foam beads.
Actual energy savings the first year: $1200.
“Here is living proof that advanced energy
technology and human values can dwell
together. If you have to get stuck in an airport,
this is a nice place for it to happen.”—Jury
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Buford Duke, Jr., AIA—Benham-Blair & Affiliates of California. [nc.. Los Angeles, Californic.
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James Copland, Tim Hagman, Larry Yaw—Copland, Finholm, Hagman, Yaw Ltd., Aspen, Colorado.

TATE OFFICE BUILDING, SACRAMENTO,
CALIFORNIA.This building design was
already a winner.

It beat out forty other entries in a design
competition held by the State of California in
their search for a truly energy-efficient state
office building.

Once built, the building will come close to
achieving the impossible: maximum exposure
for solar generation, minimum exposure for
energy conservation.

For moximum exposure, there willbe a
six-story office tower. Solar panels covering the
south side will generate energy for heating
and cooling.

To conserve energy, the rest of the office
space will be built underground, around a
great sunken courtyard. Light wells will
provide natural lighting. Overhead, an urban
park will provide insulation.

“Here is a clear, strong, architectural
statement relating to energy conservation
through design.”—Jury



USEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY,
TAMPA, FLORIDA. The roof will be the
energy center of this building.

It will be canted on one side so it shades the
museum. Roof vents will provide natural venti-
lation. Rainwater from the roof will be recycled
for use inside the building.

A proposed photovoltaic solar system
would generate electricity.

These systems will be exposed and dis-
played so museum visitors can see them work.

“This will be a national demonstration of
the most progressive principles of energy
conservation.”—Jury

HONORABLE MENTION—Commercial: Georgia Power Company Headquarte
neers; South Central Bell Telephone Headquarters, Jefferson County, AL, C
Police and Fire Department Services Building, Mountain View, CA, C w

of Minnesota Law School Building, Minneapolis, MN, Leonard S. Parker As
ties, Cuyahoga Heights, OH, Malcolm Pirnie Inc., Consulting and Environme
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of the Board, Caudill, Rowlett, Scott, Inc., Houston, TX; David L. Grumman, B E., Enercon Ltd., Evanston, IL; John ].
Labosky, PE., Smith, Hinchman and Grylls, Detroit, MI; James S. Polshek, FAIA, Dean of Architecture and Planning,
Columbia University, New York, NY: Frank J. Powell, M. E., National Bureau of Standards, Washington, DC; Jack E.

Tumilty, President, Jack E. Tumilty and Associates, Tulsa, OK.
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H. Dean Rowe, AlA—Rowe Holmes Associates, Inc.,

US MAINTENANCE FACILITY, AURORA,

COLORADO. Ventilation and tempera-

ture control are big problems when
three hundred city buses have to be serviced
and stored under one roof.

The solution is a direct-feed air solar
system. Air intake will be regulated by bus
activity and smoke sensors.

Landscaped earth berms not only insulate
outside walls, they also soften the scale of the
building (349,000 sq. ft.).

“The sensitive contextual design doesn't
give up major responsibility to energy
conservation.”—Jury

OWENS/CORNING

FIBERGLAS

(LTI T )

T.M. Reg. O.-C.F. Corp.

For more information, write X.T Meeks, Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp., Fiberglas Tower, Toledo, OH 43659. ®19790.-C.F

Circle 4 on information card




ication engineering, detailing, budget pricing, specifi-
n. Call ys today.



Government

Design in Transportation: A DOT Progress Report

The first annual report on design, art and
architecture in transportation has been
issued by the Department of Transporta-
tion. The report examines the progress
made since September 1977 when Secre-
tary of Transportation Brock Adams
announced a program to “encourage good
design, art and architecture in transpor-
tation facilities and services.”

“The goal of this department,” Adams
said in 1977, “is the development of a
unified transportation policy that coordi-
nates improvements in transportation
systems with increments in the quality of
life. To this end, we shall encourage the
highest design achievements in all our
programs.” (See Oct. *77, p. 8). DOT
annually spends more than $10 billion in
building grants and constructon. “A
sum,” stressed the report, “which results
in extensive public works throughout the
nation which have an enormous influence,
good or bad, on the quality of the nation’s
built environment.”

Divisions within DOT—such as the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
the Federal Railway Administration
(FRA), the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) and the Urban Mass
Transit Administration (UMTA )—have
established policies which include funding

Government
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for improved design quality and use of
original works of art.

For example, the FAA encourages the
consideration of design early in its inter-
disciplinary approach to planning and
construction of airport facilities, with
special attention to local customs and his-
tory. The FHWA advocates the consid-
eration of esthetic factors throughout the
highway development process. The
FWHA also administers several programs
concerned with the visual quality of
highways: highway beautification, junk-
yard and billboard control, scenic high-
ways, landscaping and rest areas. UMTA
funding can be used for the artistic en-
hancement of a wide range of facilities
such as new rail systems, buses and bus
shelters, sidewalks and sculpture, plant-
ings and street furniture along transit
malls. The FRA encourages the reuse of
architecturally significant railroad stations.

On the research side, the FHWA has
established a highway esthetics laboratory
to assess the attitudinal responses of
highway users to various features in the
highway environment. FHWA is also pre-
paring a study of the urban streetscape,
which will focus on the state-of-the-art
and identify and describe innovative
examples of superior design in highway
transportation and pedestrian facilities.
DOT’s office of environment and safety
has begun a research project to set guide-
lines for improved esthetic design, art and
architecture in transportation, which will
document known techniques and proce-
dures.

An awards program has not been devel-
oped, but there have been a number of
demonstration projects and exhibits in the
past year: DOT with the National Endow-
ment for the Arts sponsored the exhibit
“Streets of Washington” at Union Station
in the nation’s capital, which emphasized
the ambience and esthetics of streets; the
Architectural League of the Philadelphia
Art Alliance sponsored a Broad Street
exhibition which depicted the present-day
13-mile street, its history and concepts
for the future; UMTA provided funding
to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation

Transit station mural by high school
students, New York City.

Authority to define the appropriate role
for the arts community in the design
process of the new MBTA stations in
Cambridge, and UMTA provided partial
funding for Cooper-Hewitt Museum’s
“Subway” exhibit, a comparative survey
of many of the world’s major subway
systems,

A DOT policy on environmental im-
pact statements has been revised to re-
quire greater consideration of design and
esthetics in projects, and to include the
design and arts community in the consul-
tation process. And a four-phase graphics
improvement program is underway, with
completion set for next fall.

DOT will next focus on research and
dissemination of information on design,
art and architecture in transportation.
“Empbhasis,” said the report, “will be on
general and specific research efforts relat-
ing to the esthetic quality of transporta-
tion, and on making transportation people
and the general public aware of the op-
portunities for improving that quality.”
Nora Richter

Government continued on page 12
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Alaska, Hawaii Recognition
Studied for Lincoln Memorial

What's to be done about including the
states of Hawaii and Alaska on the Lin-
coln Memorial in the nation’s capital?
The memorial’s 36 columns symbolize the
36 states in the Union at the time of
Lincoln’s death, and their names are
incised above the columns. The overhead
colonnade gives the names of the 48 states
at the time the memorial was finished in
1922. There is no space for additional
names.

Since 1970, however, congressmen
from Hawaii and Alaska have been urging
that the names of these states appear on
the memorial, and in 1976, during the
nation’s bicentennial, a congressional res-
olution was passed and signed by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, that the names appear
“at an appropriate place” on the memo-
rial. The place was left to the discretion
of the National Park Service.

AIA’s position has been that nothing

Design

should be done that would “desecrate this
magnificent memorial.” The Commission
of Fine Arts has opposed one proposal
that would place the flags of the two states
on 50-foot flagpoles. Such flagpoles
would detract from the monument, a
spokesman says. Another proposal, which
does not seem to be getting very far,
would be to erect two fountains by the
reflecting pool in front of the memorial.

The park service, according to the local
press, seems to like the idea of placing
a small plaque near the memorial on
which would be carved the names of the
two states. Whatever is done—or not
done—will cause somebody’s blood pres-
sure to rise.

Meanwhile, a spokesman for the park
service says that the agency is preparing a
detailed study of alternatives which will
be completed “some time this year.”

The study will be submitted to the Com-
mission of Fine Arts, the National Capital
Planning Commission, the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation and to
Congress.

Nelson Rockefeller Remembered
As Patron for Public Architecture

Nelson A. Rockefeller, who died on Janu-
ary 26, was scheduled to give the principal
address at AIA’s convention in Kansas
City, Mo., in June. An honorary member
of the Insititute, Mr. Rockefeller was de-
scribed by AIA’s convention brochure as
one of very few men “able to wed a vigor-
ous commitment to the arts with the power
of the highest elected offices to translate
this commitment into public policy.” No
man in America, it was said, has been able
to focus so well on the issues raised in the
relationship between design and the
public.

David Olan Meeker, Jr., FAIA, execu-
tive vice president of the Institute, said
that he had looked forward “with enthu-
siasm” to Mr. Rockefeller’s planned parti-
cipation in the convention, “where we
awaited what was certain to be another
significant contribution from this generous
and remarkable man.” Meeker praised
Mr. Rockefeller for “his innovative role
as a motivator of public policy—a role
which has shown the way in defining what
it is government can do.”

ATA President Ehrman B. Mitchell Jr.,
FAIA, said that the profession of archi-
tecture “has long been proud that Nelson
Rockefeller was an honorary member. . . .
His energy, his foresight and his enormous
capacity to translate personal commit-
ments into memorable public service and
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achievements leave us a legacy of perfor-
mance.”

This legacy has encompassed many
projects, perhaps most notably the works
of two state agencies which won nation-
wide reputations for design excellence un-
der his governorship, one of which was his
creation. This was the New York State
Urban Development Corporation (UDC),
which Kenneth Harney once termed in
these pages “the most extraordinary gov-

4

ernmental tool for getting housing in the
ground ever seen in this country,”

Between 1969 and 1975, UDC started
or completed more than 34,000 housing
units. It combined planning authority, de-
velopment capability and design con-
sciousness. It produced not just housing of
quality, but some significant research into
housing design in relation to user needs.

Perhaps UDC’s prime monument is the
new town in town of Roosevelt Island in
New York City’s East River (below). In
1974 AIA cited the agency for its impact
on architecture.

A similar Institute citation for “main-
taining the highest standards of design”
had been awarded in 1969 to the New
York State University Construction Fund.
Under the late Anthony G. Adinolfi, the
agency “helped enrich the learning and
living environment of thousands of college
students,” said the citation, The state’s
most distinguished architects were brought
in to design educational facilities for the
university system, many of them winning
national awards for their excellence.

The 27 designated ushers at the national
memorial service for Mr. Rockefeller at
Riverside Church in Manhattan were
termed by the New York Times as a “vir-
tual inner circle for Mr. Rockefeller be-
yond his family.” Among them was
Wallace K. Harrison, FAIA, who partici-
pated with Mr. Rockefeller in the design
of Rockefeller Center and the United
Nations building. The two men became
friends during Mr. Rockefeller’s years
with Rockefeller Center, Inc., extending
from the early "30s as director, president
and chairman of the board.

Henry Kissinger, former secretary of
state, who eulogized Mr. Rockefeller, de-
scribed him as a man “of contrasting qual-
ities, ebullient and yet withdrawn, gregar-
ious and lonely, joyful and driven. full of
the moment, yet somehow marked by
eternity.”  Design continued on page 17
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than 10 acres of office space and
gleams with vitality and comfort.

savings may reach 27.2 billion Btu's
a year, according to RJR, depenc
ing on the weather. Inam ate
climate like Winston-Salem’s, that's
enough to heat and cool more than
1,800 homes for an entire year.
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The option
of total efticiency.

American Seating has designed an open office furniture
system with efficiency, flexibility and benefits for you.

K, The advanced Power and Communications
Q8 panel supplies the power you need, precisely where
Fae o you need it. Electrical outlets can be ‘& &l |
placed at work surface heights, an exclusive feature. e
This panel offers the advantage of pre-engineered "
power transmission, eliminating the need for custom wiring
and minimizing the cost of change. It is totally capable of
handling office equipment, including EDP and word processing.
' i Research, technology and engineering provide
the option of total efficency...from American Seating.

We're committed to the superior B American
Seati

standards our name represents. ing
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Lou Dorfman, Kisho Kurokawa
Plan ‘Japan in Aspen’ Conference

For the first time in its history, the Inter-
national Design Conference in Aspen,
scheduled for June 17-22 in Aspen, Colo.,
will focus on one nation, one people, one
culture. The theme is “Japan in Aspen.”
Chairmen of the 29th conference are
graphic designer Lou Dorfman of New
York City and Tokyo architect and
planner Kisho Kurokawa.

The chairmen say that the “Western
image of Japan is that of a series of con-
tradictions. The conference will attempt to
show that, within the context of Japanese
society, the apparent contradictions form
a coherent and unified structure.”

Among the topics for study and dis-
cussion are “the Japanese company as
community,” “linkage of technology and
the human being,” “continuity and ecol-
ogy in Buddhism™ and “the meaning and
expression of love.”

Conference registration is by mail only.
Deadline for receipt of applications is
May 20; checks postmarked after this
date must include a $15 surcharge. The
standard registration fee is $200 ($100
for additional members of a household
and for students). Checks should be made
payable to IDCA and sent to Bank of
Aspen, P.O. Box 0, Aspen Colo. 81611.
For additional information, write IDCA,
P.O. Box 664, Aspen, Colo. 81611.

National Load Standard Studied
To Incorporate New Design Data

The national load standard used by pro-
fessional designers will undergo revisions
to take into account new information on
building technology and loads research,
says a spokesman for the National Bureau
of Standards’ center for building technol-
ogy. A committee of designers, researchers
and code officials, in both the public and
private sectors, is preparing changes in the
American National Standards Institute’s
“Building Code Requirements for Mini-
mum Design Loads in Buildings and
Other Structures” (ANSI A58.1-1972).
Although the current A58 load stand-
ard takes into account magnitudes of
loads, it does not address the more general
problem of how loads should be used in
design, says the committee. In practice,
several approaches are used including
allowable stress design for masonry, tim-
ber and steel structures; plastic design of
steel frames, and ultimate strength design
of reinforced concrete structures. Such
diversity, says the committee, complicates
the design process, and many factors af-
fecting structural performance are not

e

—

City Slice—Located in Boston’s Museum Wharf, a renovated 90-year old wool ware-
house, City Slice (designed by John Sloan, AIA) will give visitors a look at what’s
inside, beneath and between our urban streets and buildings. The museum will house
the Transportation Museum and Boston’s Children Museum when it opens in July
and will feature a full-scale, two-story Victorian mansard cottage. Some of the cot-
tage’s rooms will be finished as a grandparent’s house exhibit. Others will be built to
expose all systems—such as plumbing, insulation, framing, foundation, siding, win-
dows and electrical—to illustrate how they work. Parts of a street, backyard and un-

derground will be in cross sections, revealing the inner workings of parking meters,
fire hydrants, street lights, subway cars, tunnels and manholes. Across the street
from the house will be a convenience store, garage, health center and office.

handled consistently. Calculations often
“do not relate to a meaningful ‘limit state,’
a condition where the structure fails to
achieve its intended purpose in some way
—by collapse or excessive deflection, for
instance.”

To remedy this situation, the commit-
tee proposes the development of general
loading criteria appropriate for use with
different materials and technologies. This
more unified approach is based on the
concept of “probablistic limit states
design.” Not only will load magnitudes be
specified, but criteria will indicate “load
combinations and probabilistically de-
rived load factors to ensure acceptable
performance.”

Using the voluntary consensus standard
approval process established by ANSI,
balloting on the revised standard will be-
gin this year, with publication of the up-
dated standard scheduled for 1980. Revi-
sions after 1980 will be able to take into
account the new approach to structural
design. “The new approach is viewed as
likely to encourage designers to be more
conscious of safety and serviceability
aspects of design while making more
economical building design possible,”
says the committee.

Jurors Cite Programs, Detailing,
Energy in Steel Institute Awards

The American Institute of Steel Construc-
tion has named eight winners of its 1978
“architectural awards of excellence.”

All the entries, said the jury, “clearly re-
flect extensive research of the owner’s
needs, a careful attention to detail, a per-
ceptive consideration for the surrounding
environment and for the energy use re-
quirements of the structures,”

The jury consisted of Jack D. Gillum,
American Society of Civil Engineers,
Gillum-Colaco, Inc., St. Louis; Charles
Gwathmey, AIA, Gwathmey-Siegel, New
York City; B.J. Kingdon, ATA, Law/
Kingdon. Wichita, Kan.; John M. Mc-
Ginty, FAIA, the McGinty Partnership,
Houston, and Bernard P. Spring, FAIA,
dean, school of architecture and environ-
mental studies, City College of the City
University of New York.

The winners are:
¢ Rainbow Center Mall and Winter Gar-
den, Niagara Falls, N.Y. (architect:
Gruen Associates, New York City).

* East Cambridge Savings Bank Head-
Design continued on page 20
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Celotex makes the stuff
the best roofs are made of.

The Pink Stuff: saturated inorganic facers which give it the
® additional strength necessary for good roofing ap-
Thermax® Roof Insulation plication. It can be installed directly over steel decks
Thermax Roof Insulation is the most efficient  with no other material (like perlite) between.

on the market with a Factory Mutual Class 1 Fire Rating. For architects, that means: less deadload
Thermax provides from 75% to 250% more insulat-  factor, thinner nailers at roof perimeters and around
ing efficiency per inch than fibrous glass, com- roof openings, and smaller fascia design.

posite, perlite and fiberboard roof insulations. Yet .
Thermax’s unique construction makes it thinnerand 1€ Green Stuff:

lighter than less efficient insulations. Tempchek® Roof Insulation
Thermax's isocyanurate foam core is rein- Tempchek gives you the same high “R” factor
forced with glass fibers for greater dimensional as Thermax, with the same top-rated insulating ef-

stability: It is sandwiched between two asphalt- ficiency per thickness. Tempchek also has the same




lightweight, easy cutting, easy handling, easy appli-
cation characteristics as Thermax, and the same
compatibility with hot asphalt.

Its glass-reinforced urethane core gives
Tempchek excellent dimensional stability.
And Tempchek costs less installed than the greater
thicknesses of conventional, lower-efficiency
materials required to achieve the same insulating
results. That makes Tempchek the first choice for any
non-fire-rated job.

The Stuff With Holes In It:
Celotex Vented Ply Sheet

When laying a roof, inadequate brooming is
one of the major sources of roofing problems.
Sometimes even the most careful brooming can
trap gases, vapor and moisture that can cause blis-
tering later on. Celotex Vented Ply Sheet has 1/4”
holes that allow gases, vapor and moisture to escape
during application, so the whole brooming process
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is eliminated. The holes are computer-patterned so
they fall in different places in each successive layer
of felt. The results are a roof that is easier to install
because no brooming is necessary and, more
importantly, a roof that is aimost blister-proof.

Celotex Vented Ply Sheet further reduces
installation cost by requiring only three plies instead
of the conventional four. (Over insulation and non-
nailable substrates, only three plies are required.
And over nailable substrates, lay down three plies
and a Celotex base sheet.)

The Pink Stuff, The Green Stuff and The Stuff
With Holes In It. They add up to a roof that gives you
what you want: maximum insulating efficiency, mini-
mum weight, and no problems. For complete details,
contact your Celotex rep
or write: John Hasselbach,
The Celotex Corporation,
PO. Box 22602
Tampa, Florida 33622.

ROOFING PRODUCTS
The Celatex Corporation, Tampa. Florida 33822
a .im @all:er company
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Design from page 17

quarters, Cambridge, Mass. (architect:
Charles G. Hilgenhurst & Associates,
Boston),

* Detroit Science Center—Phase 1, De-
troit (photo, below; architect: William
Kessler & Associates, Inc., Detroit).

* Bronx Development Center, Bronx,
N.Y. (architect: Richard Meier & Asso-
ciates, New York City).

* Angela Athletic Facility, St. Mary's
College, Notre Dame, Ind. (architect:
C. F. Murphy Associates, Chicago).

¢ Milford Jai Alai, Milford, Conn. (archi-
tect: Herbert S. Newman Associates,
New Haven).

 Citicorp, New York City (architect:
Hugh Stubbins & Associates, Inc., Cam-
bridge, Mass.).

¢ Fancuil Hall Marketplace and Flower
Market, Boston (architect: Benjamin
Thompson & Associates, Inc., Cambridge,
Mass. ).

4 Cities Honored for Projects
To Revitalize Central Districts

Three cities have won top honors in the
annual awards program of the Downtown
Research & Development Corporation,
headquartered in New York City. The
program cites the “most outstanding
projects in central business revitalization™
completed during the year. Criteria used
in judging the entries include the impact
on the downtown’s economy, aid to the
job base, stimulation of related develop-
ment action, good design and environ-
mental enhancement.

The winners for 1978 are Baltimore
(population 852,000), Mankato, Minn.
(population 30,895) and Washington,
Pa. (population 22,025). New Rochelle,
N.Y. (population 72,000) won an award
of merit.

Baltimore’s $57 million Inner Harbor
shoreline development project replaced a
30-acre district of deteriorating piers and
warehouses with a mixture of parks and
boating facilities. Mankato’s $4.3 million
downtown rebirth project converted Front
Street into a shopping mall with newly
erected buildings mingling with renovated
structures. In Washington, a $1.6 million
Bassettown Square project turned a former
downtown parking lot into an elevated
plaza of mixed uses. New Rochelle’s de-
velopment project involved the creation of
two urban parks and a walkway to
- enhance the streetscape.
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Practice

What Architects Can Do When
Disaster Strikes a Community

In the spring of 1974, Xenia, Ohio, was
devastated by a tornado. At once, the
Dayton Chapter/AIA came to the com-
munity’s assistance. Architects docu-
mented the damage, formulated methods
for help and evaluated construction and
building failures to improve construction
techniques and codes so that another dis-
aster would not prove so devastating.
Similarly. the Central Kentucky Chapter/
AIA has provided help, and multidisci-
plinary teams of architects, real estate
brokers and lawyers have established as-
sistance stations to answer questions of
concern to victims.

In the wake of Agnes, the hurricane that
hit so many communities in June 1972,
the Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter/
AIA gave professional assistance to peo-
ple in Wilkes-Barre, despite the fact that
many of the architects had lost their own
offices. The chapter united to assist in
cleaning and salvaging residences and
offices and in the preparation of renova-
tion plans for commercial, industrial and
public facilities,

When the Sycamore Canyon fire
burned out so many homes in California,
the Santa Barbara Chapter/AIlA supplied
reprinted plans of the residences. The
architects, working with county building
departments and the state, helped deter-
mine whether foundations of burned-out
residences were suitable for reconstruction.

In 1970, when hurricane Celia swept
over the Texas Gulf Coast, the Corpus
Christi Chapter/AIA helped form a
redevelopment assistance center to survey
and estimate damage, help victims with
loans and aid in reconstruction efforts.
The center handled more than 3,500 cases
and conducted an all-day seminar at-
tended by some 500 persons.

In reviewing such disasters as these,
the Texas Society of Architects/ATA
formed the TSA Disaster Action, Inc.,
in July 1971. The nonprofit corporation
provides a tax-free mechanism through
which design professionals and allied
groups can respond effectively in the
event of a disaster. One purpose is to
turn disaster into an opportunity to make
living conditions better after restoration.

These examples of how architects
respond to devastating problems in their
communities are from a recent ATA
report, “Disaster Assistance Programs: A
Strategy Guide for AIA Components.”
Written by Nicole Gara, former AIA staff
member, the study is the result of work
by the Institute’s urban planning and

design committee, chaired by David
Lewis, AIA,

The document spells out how archi-
tects, “trained in interdisciplinary pro-
grammatic and physical design,” possess
special abilities around which disaster
relief programs can be built. In 1977,
AIA’s board endorsed the concept of
developing a national approach to disaster
relief, and the purpose of the document
is ‘1o encourage AIA state components to
organize disaster relief programs for their
own states, and to provide a set of useful
program guides.”

The report discusses the benefits de-
rived from the involvement of architects
in relief measures, one objective being
to convert “design minuses into design
pluses.” The administrative and opera-
tions guide is based upon the program
developed by TSA Disaster Action, Inc.
The document contains the complete
guide under which the subsidiary of the
Texas Society of Architects operates. It
also lists the state emergency civil pre-
paredness officials, the defense civil pre-
paredness agency regional offices and the
officials of the National Association of
State Directors for Disaster Preparedness.

It may be too late to organize after
a disaster strikes—no part of the country
1s immune from either natural or man-
caused disasters which occur on an
average of almost one every week. The
better part of wisdom is to establish an
appropriate structure before the need
arises. Assistance to AIA components,
and copies of the document, may be ob-
tained from the component affairs depart-
ment at Institute headquarters. Mary E,
Osman

Australian Architects Evaluate
Houses for Prospective Buyers

The biggest problem facing a prospective
home buyer, after finances, is to find an
expert who will give an honest opinion
about the condition of a house and what
repairs and maintenance will cost, says

a group of young architects in Melbourne,
Australia. They have decided that archi-
tects can render such a service, and get
paid for it, not only in Australia but in
other countries as well.

They have established the Architects’
Inspection Service as an advisory agency
of the Royal Australian Institute of Archi-
tects. The response has been so great that

Practice continued on page 25
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Presenting maintenance-
free exteriors for the
world's warmest wood windows:
Marv-A-Gard

Marv-A-Gard windows are the
answer to a tough combination of
design requirements: Permanent
protection outside, warmth and
beauty inside, energy excellence,
Here's why.

Marv-A-Gard is precision-fitted aluminum with a
baked-on Acrylic finish, in gleaming white or rich dark
brown. Heavy extruded sections are used on the outside

and easy operation.

ARV A of jambs, head, and sill.

The sash exterior is

rolled aluminum. Glazing stops
are white vinyl or brown Lexan.
The inside of the window is beau-
tiful, insulating wood. The Marvin
C

asemaster shown here has a

heavy 6/4 frame, 134" sash, ex-
tremely low air infiltration, and double or triple glazing
Write for Marv-A-Gard literature (Bulletin 203) and
complete catalogs. Marvin Windows, Warroad, MN
56763. Phone; 218-386-1430.
You've never been so insulated in all your life.
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Practice from page 20

RAIA is thinking about extending the
concept beyond Melbourne to all the
principal cities in Australia.

For a fee of $70 ( Australian), a spe-
cially trained architect will inspect a
house, using a check list covering 250
points. Included in the list are such items
as roofing, guttering, windows, doors and
vents. Also included are garden area
features such as fencing and drainage.
The architect also looks at the condition
of the interior—floors, plaster work, elec-
trical wiring, plumbing, lighting.

The client receives a written report on
each of the 250 points, with estimates
of the probable cost of correcting any
defects. He can discuss the report with the
inspecting architect before deciding
whether to buy the house.

Robert Caulfield, the director of the
new service, says that often a family of
modest means will borrow to the hilt to
buy a house, only to find that the founda-
tions are collapsing or all the electrical
wire has to be replaced. The problem is
how to get expert advice before it is too
late. The architects, he says, think of the
service as a social challenge. “It involves
them in a mundane and practical area
of housing affecting a large section of the
population, but an area where the profes-
sion has not been much involved in
the past.”

The inspection, which takes about two
hours, is also available to homeowners
thinking about repairs or alterations.

Condensation Can Nullify Effect
Of Insulation in Frame Buildings

Severe condensation problems could occur
after the walls of old frame buildings

are insulated, warns ATA’s committee on
historic preservation. Condensation often
forms on the inside of these walls during
cold weather conditions.

The main purpose in insulation—the
conservation of energy—is nullified, says
the committee, because condensation
reduces the effectiveness of insulation.
The moisture vapor also could lead to the
peeling of exterior paint as the vapor
tries to escape the wood siding, the com-
mittee points out. Attacking the peeling
problem by the installation of nonporous
materials such as vinyl or aluminum only
leads to further difficulties since these
materials trap moisture inside the walls,
leading to structural damage of the wood
framing because of dry rot.

Only a small percentage of heat loss
comes from building walls, the committee
says, and it recommends omitting the
insulation of walls in frame buildings
until the condensation problem is solved.
Meanwhile, the committee suggests
weatherstripping of doors, double-glazing

windows and insulating attics and areas
under floors.

The committee also directs consumers
to information on the insulation problem
found in “Preservation Briefs, No. 3:
Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings”
(see Oct. '78, p. 32). The pamphlet was
prepared by Baird M. Smith, AIA, and
may be obtained without charge from
Technical Preservation Services Division,
Office of Archeology and Historic Preser-
vation, Heritage Conservation and Rec-
reation Service, Department of the
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Another excellent source of informa-
tion is the 35-page, illustrated booklet
entitled “A Primer: Preservation for the
Property Owner.” It focuses on problems
encountered in the rehabilitation of older
buildings. One article is on energy con-
servation; another on exterior woodwork
gives some tips on thwarting moisture.

It is available for $2 from the Preserva-
tion League of New York State, 13
Northern Boulevard, Albany, N.Y. 12210.

Half of Engineers in Poll Expect
Business Year on Par with 1978

The American Consulting Engineers
Council has conducted a poll of consult-
ing engineers throughout the U.S., asking
them to comment on the state of the
economy in 1978 as far as their businesses
were concerned. Seventy-one percent
responded that business had been good in
the past year, while 23 percent termed it
average and 6 percent thought it was
poor. In 1979, business will be even bet-
ter, according to 37 percent of the engi-
neers in private practice, while 50 percent
believe it will be about the same and 13
percent predict it will be worse.

Major clients of the engineers during
the past year were state and local govern-
ments for 41 percent of the respondents,
commercial owners for 32 percent and
industrial owners for 19 percent. The
engineers think that this pattern will hold
in 1979.

Business was best regionally in the
Southwest and Mountain states, where 80
percent and 77 percent respectively re-
ported business to be good. For 1979, the
greatest expectation for a brighter 1979 is
in the Northeast, where 44 percent of the
respondents are optimistic. Water and
sewer projects, the engineers predict, will
be the largest source of business in 1979,
with energy projects rated second.

The most common problem plaguing
the engineers in 1978 was “excessive gov-
ernmental regulation,” but they believe
that inflation will be the most serious
problem in 1979. In addition to excessive
regulations and inflation, the engineers
expect the lack of qualified personnel and
inadequate fees to be other problems.

Reconstruction Market Placed
Above $70 Billion Last Year

Reconstruction is a “vast and thirsty
marketplace,” says a marketing memo
prepared by the Sweet's Division/
McGraw-Hill Information Systems Co.,
distributed in a recent issue of Topstory.
Reconstruction, no longer a “reluctant
compromise” because of tight money and
high new construction costs, is today’s
“preferred alternative for many builders
and developers.”

Reconstruction is not motivated by
economics alone, says the memo, and new
motivators are social, political, environ-
mental and esthetic in nature, So large
has become today’s reconstruction market
that it is estimated that it exceeded $70
billion in 1978. Today, reconstruction
includes, says the memo, the “‘entire raft
of retrofit, recycling, renovation, remodel-
ing, restoration, preservation, rehabilita-
tion, conversion, redevelopment and
revitalization projects.”

Arguments which architects and engi-
neers can offer the client for reconstruc-
tion are “impressive,” the memo says.
Reconstruction is cheaper than new con-
struction. It costs less to renovate an old
structure and the site may be too valuable
to replace.

Reconstruction is also faster. Major
reconstruction work can be finished in an
estimated 80 to 85 percent of the time a
new structure requires. Moreover, because
the basic structure is already determined,
design and planning phases are shorter
than for a new building. “The delays
caused by bureaucratic snarls in obtaining
permits are fewer,” the memo says.

State Registration Laws Compiled

Registration laws for five design profes-
sionals—architects, engineers, land sur-
veyors, landscape architects and planners
—for all 50 states and U.S. territories are
available for the first time in one volume.
Entitled Compendium of Registration
Laws for the Design Professions, the doc-
ument was compiled under the direction
of Philip A. Hutchinson and published by
the National Council of Engineering
Examiners in cooperation with the Na-
tional Council of Architectural Registra-
tion Boards. It reproduces registration
laws directly from the statutes, including
amendments. It also includes a complete
directory of the state and territorial regis-
tration boards for each profession.

In loose-leaf format for ease in updat-
ing periodically as registration laws
change, the volume may be obtained from
NCEE. The price is $90, postage prepaid.
To order the publication, write NCEE,
P.O. Box 5000, Seneca. S.C. 29678.

News continued on page 32
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Kawneer Seamiess Mullion
invites designers to go to great lengths.
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Introducing aunique
element that makes
less of everything

Seamless Mullion is covered by U.S. Patents:
3,527,010 and 3,769,775.

Seamless Mullion is a unitized framing system that does
away with the exterior exposed seams often found in
coupling mullions. But the name is only the beginning.
When we removed the seam, we added a whole new
range of design opportunities.

Narrow sightlines
and minimum projections.
The first impression of Seamless Mullion is one of
expansive cleanliness, because a proper glass bite is
maintained with only a minimum obstruction of the
vision area. This impression is enhanced by the extreme
frontal placement of the glass with the greater part of
the metal structure to the interior.

Efficient and secure.
In addition to a basic 4-inch frame depth, Seamless
Mullion is also available as a thermally-broken system in
3 or 4-inch depths. The positive thermal break helps
reduce conductive heat loss and virtually eliminates



“Ceco helped ustinis
five months ahead
...fthey’re pros”

The new Mutual Benefit Life and IBM Plaza: 28 sto
Kansas City, Missouri. Constructed on a “‘fast traci
the entire concrete structure took only fourteen
to complete. ’

"'On a fast track job, the concrete
break you. That's why we went wil
project manager. “Ceco com
thousand square foot floor ever
they not only did it fast, they d
labor and equipment costs we
tenants were moving in five month:
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Ceco formwork specialists are professionals. They give
you solid cost information —then stick to it. In the
planning stage Ceco can provide structural design
assistance; and make practical forming
recommendations based on 64 years of experience.

When you're ready to build, Ceco can provide complete
forming services coast-to-coast. Experienced crews.
Ready-to-use forming equipment. And standardized
forming systems for the most sophisticated
architectural designs. All on a lump sum basis.

Contact your local Ceco office for complete details.

Architects: Mies van der Rohe, Inc.

General Contractors: Paschen, Inc. and Eidridge. Inc.
(joint venture) - il
Structural Engineers:

Jack D. Gillum and Associates
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=== concrete
forming
CECQO services

The Ceco Corporation « General Offices
The performance pros in concrete forming 5601 West 26th Street « Chicago, lllinois 60650




HOW VULCRAFT DELIVERED T(

When plans called for steel joists, joist
girders and steel deck in the new Fort
Wayne post office, the steel fabricator
called on Vulcraft for all three.

Because now, Vulcraft manufactures
steel deck along with joists and joist
girders. And we're the only company in
the country making them all.

Like the builders of the Fort Wayne
post office, you can come out on top
when you look to one source for all
three.

You save time by combining the
engineering, design and detailing
functions.

You shorten construction schedules,
because we can deliver joists, joist girders
and steel deck all in one shipment, with
our own fleet of trucks.

You solve problems quickly, because
you have access to Vulcraft’s nationwide
sales and service force.

You save paperwork by dealing with
only one company.

And you can rely on Vulcraft quality,
because our deck is produced with the
same high standards and reliability that
we've established in the joist business.

For these reasons, there’s no reason
for you to look beyond Vulcraft when
you're ready to order joists, joist girders
or steel deck.

We stand ready to deliver all three.

Just contact your local Vulcraft
representative. Or write Vulcraft, P.O.
Box 22046, Charlotte, North Carolina
28222, for our steel deck and
joist catalogs.
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Economies result from fewer columns being needed
with Vulcraft joists and joist girders, because of their ability
to span longer bays.

A Division of Nucor Corporation.
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DOE Asked to Accept Architects

As Qualified Energy Auditors

In recent testimony before the Depart-
ment of Energy, AIA expressed deep con-
cern about the language of the preliminary
regulations for technical assistance audits
under the National Energy Act, passed
last November (see Dec. 78, p. 20).
DOE has established that the minimum
requirements for technical assistance
audits of schools, hospitals and public
buildings be performed by professional
engineers or architect/engineer teams,
making no mention of architects per se as
qualified auditors. Under the program,
it is required that a detailed analysis be
performed in order to determine the cost
effective potential for energy conservation.

Huber Buehrer, AIA, who serves on
AIA’s energy steering committee and is
chairman of the energy budget task force,
testified for AIA that the wording “is
wrong.” It is not understood, he said, why
professional engineers are singled out to
design building modifications and licensed
architects are not. This is contrary to the
regulatory system in all 50 states. And,
in accordance with the National Energy
Conservation Policy Act, all the partici-
pating states have listed licensed archi-
tects as well as engineers as qualified
energy auditors. “Designating a subgroup
of those licensed by the states as eligible
energy auditors will severely restrict the
total number of those who can directly
participate in the technical assistance
program,” he testified.

Further, Buehrer said, the exclusion
of architects as acceptable prime contrac-
tors runs counter to industry practice and
threatens program coverage and assist-
ance. In the case of schools and hospitals
in particular, architects have been prime
contractors. Architects, he said, are
trained to function as generalists in the
coordination of work by specialists and in
working with clients, often a committee
of doctors or a school board. The denial
of the architect of the opportunity to work
directly with the client “will create a gap
in the chain of existing industry relation-
ships,” he said. The proposed schools and
hospitals regulations “would change the
auditor qualifications at midstream. . ..”

Those schools and hospitals which
have already moved ahead in the initiation
of energy analyses with architects “will
now discover that work done to date, con-
forming with prior ongoing government
programs, does not qualify as the basis for
continuing to implement an energy retrofit
under this new assistance program,”
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Buehrer contifiued. “They will have to
begin anew with a new designer who is
either an engineer or an A/E firm, even
though their architectural consultant may
have had several engineering subcontra-
tors.” DOE's regulations will cause the
“bizarre situation whereby an architect
can, by regulation, do the complex analy-
sis to qualify a building modification as an
energy conservation measure eligible for
funding, but cannot, by regulation, qualify
himself as the person to design it and
supervise its installation.”

Buehrer said that the ultimate test of an
energy conservation measure “is not tech-
nical virtuosity or rapid payback, but how
well the human needs of the building’s in-
habitants are met with less energy.” An
energy conservation program that does
not take user needs into account will be
prone to failure. “Within the spectrum of
the building industry, architects specifical-
ly are the design professionals trained to
evaluate physical environmental needs as
they relate to people.”

There are omissions regarding design
in the regulations, Buehrer said. Between
the analysis and the actual construction
measures, “there is no mention as to how,
when or by whom actual designs, in the
form of construction documents, are to be
obtained.” The measures are complex and
cannot be bought off the shelf, but must
be carefully designed, detailed and speci-
fied for obtaining bids.

Earlier, Richard G. Stein, FAIA, had
testified on the rules for energy audits. He
said that AIA’s concern is the workability
of the program in the framework of exist-
ing building industry practices. The pro-
gram to carry out the regulations “has a
very short timetable and limited funds.
The building industry is huge and notori-
ously resistant to change. A regulatory
system which does not achieve some work-
able accommodation with existing indus-
try configuration is prone to failure.” He
said that AIA questions whether the regu-

lations are acceptable to building owners
and whether they can be implemented by
the building industry. “This issue may be
resolved,” he said. “by clarification of the
technical assistance regulations to provide
a continuous spectrum of energy options
that address all the factors involved.”

Stein also questioned the value of the
information and recommendations to be
derived from the energy audits. Energy
audits are “loosely defined,” and a 20 per-
cent reduction in energy use could be ar-
rived at by factors totally unrelated to true
energy conservation, he said.

“From showing a 20 percent reduction
in energy use, the auditor need only pro-
ceed to long division for calculating an
energy cost per square foot and compare
this to an undefined index to show a need
to save energy,” Stein said. Then the own-
er could apply for funds to replace a fur-
nace, say, only to discover during the
technical assistance process than an en-
tirely different set of measures is appro-
priate. He suggested that the 20 percent
exemption provision be re-examined.

Stein also pointed out a discrepancy in
the perceived purposes of energy audits
and their relationship to entire conserva-
tion programs in schools and hospitals.
“There is a conflict in perception as to
whether these audits are to be only data
gathering to assess the need for conserva-
tion in buildings or whether they are to
evaluate the responses to that need.” A
higher level of technical services will be
required for the evaluation of responses,
he said. Evaluation and recommendations
presented by insufficiently trained persons
“could have serious drawbacks.”

It is doubted, said Stein, that a “three-
day, state-run course and workbook will
sufficiently enable someone to evaluate
many of the operation and maintenance
changes, much less the potential applica-
bility of conservation measures.” Also, it
is questioned whether the “allowable costs
for audits should be based on square foot-
age without regard to building type or cli-
mate.” The allowable cost figures, he said,
“look suspiciously similar to the resultant
of dividing the appropriation by the esti-
mated total number of buildings to be au-
dited. That approach to distributing funds
under this program, similar to a per capita
formula, was specifically rejected by
Congress.”

And finally, Stein said that the use of a
simple payback period as an economic
evaluation tool rather than some other
measure will severely prejudice the con-
sideration of solar energy conservation
measures. “More than any other of the
numerous economic feasibility method-
ologies, the payback period concept di-
minished the value of solar applications.”
The use of the payback concept, he said,
“seems to contradict other stated program
goals in the regulations.”

Institute continued on page 41




with the enduring elegance of Anso-x nylon.

Naturaluster brings the classic look of wool to
the commercial carpet market, in sturdy, easy
care nylon.

Naturaluster is the newest of ANSO-X commercial
grade fibers, with the closest-ro-wool look
available in nylon. The aftractively natural luster of
fine wool — ar much less than the cost of wool,
but with the superior durability of nylon — and
featuring the special depth and richness of color
that sefs all ANSO-X yams apart.

Naturaluster advances the scope and versatility of
commercial carpet a giant step ahead, by
combining the beauty of wool with the superior
performance of ANSO-X nylon, the most durable
carpet fiber available. Stubbom resistance to dir,
stains, and soiling. Remarkable resilience. And
eqsy maintenance.

Naturaluster is yet another facet of Fashionnation.
A revolutionary new movement in floor design,
brought to you by Allied Chemical and the
leading manufacturers of commercial carpet.

But the real beauty of ANSO-X is that all
commercial carpets made with ANSO-X nylon

are engineered for superior performance.

e ANSO-X "reduced soiling” fibers for outstanding
appearance refention.

¢ Permanent static control.

e Rigorous performance tests, including a 100,000
tread floor test for every cut-pile style.

« The strongest wear and stafic guarantees in the
industry; a lifetime anri-shock quarantee as well as
free replacement if any portion of the carpet
wears more than 10% in 5 years. That's the

Allied Chemical Guaranteeth™. . . the Guarantee
with reeth,

Naturaluster for the look of wool. The toughness of
nylon. And for everything else you specify carpet
for. Available in posh plushes, tasteful tweeds and
prestigious patrerns.

Come . .. join the revolution . . . it's getting under
way af all the best mills.

Ask your Carpef Resource or contact Allied
Chemical Corporation, Commercial Carpet
Specialist, 1411 Broadway, New York, NY 10018,
(212) 391-5079

ANSO-X means enduring elegance
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The only true Perlite/Urethane/
Perlite sandwich insulation.

I---------------------------------
gzsggoo Inc./Building Products Division, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles,
Please send me a free sample of Permalite Pk Plus Roof Insulation.

Name Title

City
State

Sweets File 7.15/Gr.

New, more efficient, long-lasting Permalite Pk Plus is FM
approved for class 1 insulated steel deck construction and for
windstorm resistance classifications 1-60 and 1-90.

What makes Permalite Pk Plus so great?

] Permalite Pk Plus is a true, chemically bonded 3-part composite sandwich of perlite,
urethane and perlite in which the rigid, urethane core is protected from extreme temperature
fluctuations.

LI In hot weather and long exposure to sun, the top perlite layer with its Sealskin® surface helps
protect the BUR from excessive loss of oils and natural elasticity.

D Permalite Pk Plus helps keep the urethane warpfree and stressfree. Asphaltcan be applied at
normal application temperatures.

] Permalite Pk Plus is fire rated. ..dimensionally stable...and I 't'
proven in hundreds of installations. emla I e
D Integral Sealskin® treatment of top perlite layer provides GREFCO, Inc./Building Products Division

resistance to bitumen soakup and superior bond of General Offica:

: : : 3450 Wiishire Bivd. Los Angeies, CA 80010
roofing felts to insulation. National Sales Office: 2805 Butterfield Road

Oak Brook, IL 50521—(312) 654-4500
@ A subsidiary of General Refractories Company.
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Smsniliinod Plywood turns

blueprint into a landmark.

Unique and beautiful buildings
start out differently from other
buildings.

Not only in design. But in the
materials you choose to make them
a reality.

Simpson Ruf-Sawn Redwood
Plywood provides that kind of
inspiration. For all kinds of jobs, in
all kinds of situations.

Part of it is because of
redwood’s special mystique.
Whether you're designing for
homebuyers or commercial clients,
people respond to redwood as
they do to no other material.

There’s just no other wood
with the same combination of
warmth, distinction and natural
insulating abilities. Or its remark-
able ability to resist weathering.

And consider all the structural
advantages. Redwood plywood
gives you both the strength and the
convenience of plywood. It's easy
to handle. It’s lightweight, with no
need for additional sheathing. And
compared to solid redwood, it’s
extremely economical.

Beautiful buildings start at the
blueprint. Specify Ruf-Sawn
Redwood Plywood.

For more information about
Ruf-Sawn Redwood Plywood and
other fine exterior sidings, write
Simpson Timber Company, 900
Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98164.

Custom Redwood Plywood

Simpson

Circle 39 on information card




Y AN
\l“ N

v
. AWY
"

Pl % N

wd 4 A

Most schools weren't built for wheelchairs.
That's why Dover developed add-on elevators.

When you're faced with the problem of providing upper-floor Traction Elevators for conventional service or with special
access to wheelchair students, call Dover. features to aid the handicapped.
We've developed special elevators for this situation. They Your local Dover Elevator representative can help you
can be added easily and economically to an existing two or plan an elevator installation to meet your special needs. Call
three-story building, usually in a stairwell or at the end of him, For catalogs write
a building corridor. Dover Corporation, Elevator
Car size will handle wheelchairs. Operating buttons are = Division, Dept. G, P.O. Box
easy to reach. Emergency lighting and alarm systems are \ 2177, Memphis, TN 38101.
standard equipment. Car interior finish is attractive yet utili- b In Canada: 126 John St.,
tarian, with stainless steel and baked enamel finishes for SRS Toronto M5V2E3, Ontario.

durability and easy maintenance. ! v
Known as the IVO Elevators, these inexpensive models % 21 7
are pre-engineered for fast shipment and fast installation. ' Y

They can be used in new as well as existing buildings. + . ¢
For taller buildings and larger capacities Dover has = Th. .h'ﬂt@f
a complete range of other pre-engineered Oildraulic and : innovators.
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1979 Medalists

For Inspiration to Profession:
Entenza, Haskell, Endowment

AIA gives medals on an annual basis to
individuals or organizations who have
inspired or influenced architectural prac-
tice. The 1979 winners in this category
are John Entenza, Hon. AIA, Chicago;
Douglas Haskell, FAIA, New York City,
and the National Endowment for the Arts,
Washington, D.C.

Entenza, awarded an honorary mem-
bership in AIA in 1967, also received a
distinguished service citation in 1959
from the California Council/AIA and a
special award in 1974. During the period
when he was owner, publisher and editor
of Arts & Architecture (the early 1940s
to 1960), he brought many unknown
architects with talent to the attention of
the public.

In 1945, he widened his influence on
architecture through the “case study
house program,” commissioning houses
by talented architects and giving them
complete freedom to experiment with
form and materials. There were 23 houses
built in 17 years. The program, said
Esther McCoy in her book Case Study
Houses, 1945-1962, “created both an
appreciation on the part of the layman for
good design and a quickened understand-
ing of the architect for his public.”

In 1960, Entenza became director of
the Graham Foundation for Advanced
Studies in the Fine Arts in Chicago. He
changed the foundation’s thrust from
simply a fellowship program to a broader
one in support of architecture, buttressed
by exhibitions, publications, lectures and
symposiums. Support was given as well
to university projects which later became
permanent programs, an example being
the division of building research at the
University of Southern California. Under
Entenza’s leadership, the foundation
played a key role in the establishment of
the Institute for Architecture and Urban
Studies, New York City.

The emphasis of the foundation with
Entenza at the helm, according to a foun-
dation statement, was upon the “graduate
student and the younger creative architect
in attempting to aid in the formulation
of ideas of potential importance not only
to individuals in the profession, but also
in the development of those facilities and
skills necessary to find answers in terms
of the expanding demands of the social
environment.” Entenza is now director
emeritus of the foundation.

Douglas Haskell, FAIA, although never
a practicing architect, has devoted his
life to the cause of architecture. His “per-
ceptive, rational and pungent criticism,”
as one admirer has said, has put its stamp
upon architecture. During his 50 years
of service to the profession, he has been
managing editor of Creative Art magazine
(1928), associate editor, contributing
editor, senior editor and editor of
Architectural Record (1929-49), archi-
tectural critic of The Nation (1930-46),
architectural editor, editorial chairman
and editor of Architectural Forum (1949-
64) and contributing editor to the Forum
and Architecture Plus until their demise.

He once described the work of an
editor of an architectural magazine as
having a great deal to do besides writing
copy. “He gets the writing done by staff,
and to tell the truth when they are a
crackerjack staff such as held itself to-
gether largely at the Forum after the death
of the great editor-publisher Howard
Myers, they contribute a great many ideas
and what the editor is doing is to try
maintaining a line and taking responsi-
bility—that’s much like the work of a
head of an architectural firm!”

The colleague and friend of such re-
markable innovators as Clarence Stein,
Henry Wright, Lewis Mumford and
Frank Lloyd Wright, Haskell's influence
has extended beyond architecture to
urban planning and historic preservation.
Author of a comprehensive report on
Clarence Stein’s role in the Kitimat new
town project, Haskell was a member of a
Stein commemorative committee in 1976.

He has lectured at universities through-
out the U.S., has been an adjunct pro-
fessor at institutions of higher learning,
including Pratt Institute and Columbia
University and has served on many com-
mittees established by universities. The
recipient of many awards for his devotion
to the profession, his national public con-
tributions include the vice presidency of
the architectural advisory committee for
the Public Housing Administration, a
panel member of the President’s Commis-
sion on National Goals and member and
report editor for President Kennedy’s
council on Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C.

The National Endowment for the Arts’
architecture, planning and design program
was organized in 1966, making its first
grants the following year. Over the subse-
quent years, it has made almost 2,000
grants totaling more than $21 million.
The program has reached out nationwide
in its efforts in conservation and research
projects, design and planning studies,
films and publications, exhibitions and
fellowships. Its goals are “to encourage
contributions to the betterment of design
in America and to make our homes, places
of work, cities and towns more livable.”

One of the tasks of the program was
a review and updating of the 1962 “Guid-
ing Principles for Federal Architecture.”
The federal architecture project, headed
by Lois Craig (see June '78, p. 20), has
resulted in major reports and the recent
book The Federal Presence, published by
MIT Press (see Jan., p. 71).

The program was also instrumental in
the passing into law the Public Build-
ings Cooperative Use Act of 1976. It
initiated a collaborative effort with the
Civil Service Commission to make the
system more responsive to the govern-
ment’s need for talented designers. The
program also, among its many other activ-
ities, maintains the architects-in-schools
programs in 32 states. This project is
funded through local state arts agencies.

For the Visual Arts:
Christo, Rudofsky and Siegel

No less a celebrity than Snoopy, Charlie
Brown’s dog in the comic strip, has recog-
nized the artist Christo (whose unused
first name is Javacheff), Last November,
Snoopy commented that he remembered
“when Christo hung the ‘Valley Curtain’
in Colorado,” adding in another frame of
the comic strip that he “loved the ‘Run-
ning Fence' in California (photo p. 48)
and the ‘Wrapped Walkways’ in Kansas
City.” Wondering what the artist would do
next, Snoopy found his famed doghouse
wrapped from top to bottom. Snoopy
would approve the selection by AIA’s jury
on Institute honors of Christo as the 1979
winner of a medal for artists and crafts-
men whose work is related to architecture,
to be presented at the AIA convention

in June.

Somewhat like the beautiful sand paint-
ings of Indian artists, Christo’s art proj-
ects often come into being, live in glory
for a time and then are dismantled with-
out any harm to the natural landscape.

Christo, a native Bulgarian, established
residency in New York City in 1964, He
has had one-man shows of his art in
many parts of the world, including Argen-
tina, Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Eng-
land, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, West
Germany and the U.S. The AIA jury said
of his work that his “bold artifacts in the
landscape—hangings, fencing and wrap-
pings—are on the scale of large elements
of nature and major works of man’s engi-
neering efforts. They are considered to
have a special message for the architect
as well.”

Among his projects is “Wrapped
Coast,” Little Bay, Australia. The cliff-
lined shore was wrapped for about a mile
and a half in length. The wrapping was
85 feet high on the cliffs to the north and
at sea level on the southern part of the

- The Institute continued on page 48
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Artichokes for two under o Celotex® LeBaron ceiling. Waiting for the dentist under o Celotex® Reveal Edge Fissuretone ceiling.




f ceilings than anybody
op, love and laugh under.

Making plans under a Celotex® Mosaic ceiling.

Wheelmg and dec:hng undera Celotex"‘ Fissured Grcnde ceiling. Impressing clients under a Celotex® Marguis ceiling.
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WHY COAT STAINLESS STEEL?

As nearly all architects are now aware,
TCS (Terne-Coated Stainless Steel) is chrome-
nickel stainless coated on both sides with an
80% lead/20% tin alloy.

But the question may still remain as to why
any coating of stainless is desirable.

In the first place, the application of such a
coating creates an end product which is
demonstrably superior to both stainless and
copper in durability and corrosion resistance.
Secondly, TCS weathers to an attractive and
uniform warm gray. Stainless, on the other
hand, retains its original bright finish
indefinitely, while the weathering of copper
has been highly unpredictable in recent years.
TCS also solders perfectly without special
preparation whereas copper must be pretinned,
and stainless requires a time-consuming and
relatively costly procedure to obtain a leak-
proot joint. Furthermore, TCS, unlike copper, is
neutral toward other metals, and wash-off from
it will not stain adjacent surfaces.

Expressed in the simplest terms, where
roofing and weathersealing are involved there
is no standard architectural metal available in
the world today, including stainless and
copper, which can match TCS in its
performance characteristics and built-in
safequards against failure.

TCS FOLLANSBEE

TERNE-COATED STAINLESS STEEL FOLLANSBEE STEEL CORPORATION e FOLLANSBEE, WEST VIRGINIA
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The beholder sees the beauty of the real wood floor.
But only you know
GenuWood " costs less and lasts longer than vinyl.

Royal Orleans, French Quarter

ASI

s Lnanm, e Snageet

AWARD
WINNER

Why sacrifice beauty for cost? Or ease of main-
tenance for durability? Particularly when you can
have everything you want in a GenuWood

real wood floor.

You only have to see a GenuWood installation
to appreciate its beauty. A warmth and luxury
that is a positive influence on those who work,
shop, or simply enjoy a pleasant meal.

But what also should please you is GenuWood’s
low cost. For you can easily impress others when
you tell them that GenuWood is 20%, less expen-
sive based on life cycle costs than ordinary
floors of vinyl.

Yet is GenuWood easy to maintain? Yes.
Actually easier than vinyl tile, terrazzo, even
other wood floors. Because of what you don’t see.
GenuWood’s real wood veneers are protected —
as no other floor is protected — by a thick surface
layer of permanently bonded, moisture resistant,
pure transparent vinyl. (A wear surface of 20 mils. )
The result is a showcase wood floor that can very
easily be kept looking fresh simply with a damp
sponge mop. Plus you never have to refinish a
GenuWood floor.

And for durability, GenuWood is untouched by
vinyl. There’s four to five times more wear in
a GenuWood floor.

Everything you should know about GenuWood
— including samples, interior design ideas, and
architectural assistance — is a free phone call
away. For the name of your local GenuWood
representative call Sweet's toll-free Buyline,
800-255-6880, or write to us at the address below.

Gump’s, San Francisco, California

Boston Financial Data Services, Boston, Massachusetts

22 West State Street Media, Pa. 19063 (215) 585-1575
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This demonstration of strength is roofing system is often subjected to You can minimize that risk with
actually a piece of cake for Perma enormous strain. Rapid tempera- Owens-Corning Perma Ply-R built
-R**, Owens-Corning’s unique ture change can exert enormous up roofing mer
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continuous-strand roofing mem- stress. Normal building movement Like that vez\, expensive 3,000-
brane. In fact, it's the strongest roof- and shifting also add to .r‘u: strain. Ib. car it is lifting, Perma Ply-R is
ing felt you can buy. This can cause a roof 1“:' system engineered for top performance.

ble. Produced by a unique patented

Why is strength so important? A to spl:.-‘.. And that can be big t
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beach. The wrapping was of synthetic
woven fiber; it was tied to the rocks by 35
miles of polypropylene rope. The wrap-
ping, on which many persons worked, in-
cluding 15 professional mountain climb-
ers, remained in place for 10 weeks, and
then the site was restored to its original
condition,

“Running Fence,” admired by Snoopy,
was 18 feet high and 24.5 miles long, ex-
tending east and west near a freeway
north of San Francisco, The project
caused 18 public hearings, three sessions
with California’s superior court and the
preparation of a 450-page environmental
impact statement. Made of 165,000 yards
of heavy woven white nylon fabric, it was
hung from a steel cable strung between
2,050 steel poles. Each pole was em-
bedded three feet into the ground without
use of concrete. Removed after 14 days,
the art project left no visible mementos
on the hills of Sonoma and Marin counties.

“Valley Curtain” in Rifle, Colo., took
28 weeks to complete. It had 20,000
square feet of orange woven nylon fabric,
The curtain was suspended at a width of
1,313 feet, with its height curving from
365 feet at each end to 182 feet at center.
Twenty-eight hours after the art was
finished, a gale estimated to exceed 60
miles per hour forced the start of its
removal from its dramatic site.

“Wrapped Walkways™ in Kansas City
consisted for 136,268 square feet of saf-
fron-colored nylon cloth covering 104,836
square feet of space in a park with formal
walkways and jogging paths. Among those
who worked on the project were four pro-
fessional seamstresses who used portable
sewing machines to complete the sewing
of more than 52,000 feet of seams and
hems sewn beforehand in a West Virginia
factory. The cloth was secured in place by
34,500 steel spikes. The project was dis-
mantled 12 days after completion.

AIA’s 1969 awards to illustrators and
recorders of architectural accomplish-
ments go to author Bernard Rudofsky
and, posthumously, to photographer
Arthur S. Siegel. The jury praised the for-
mer for his “special eye for the qualities
of popular architecture and for the spaces
within man’s cities.” Siegel, the jury said,
did pioneering work in the documentation
of architecture. His work, especially in
Chicago, was praised by the jury as
“outstanding.”

Rudofsky, born in Austria, studied ar-
chitecture and engineering in Vienna. Liv-
ing and working in Brazil, he has been an
intermittent resident of New York City
since 1935. A winner in 1940 of the Mu-
seum of Modern Art’s inter-American
design competition, he has designed many
exhibits for the museum, among them
“Textiles USA” (1956) and **Architecture
Without Architects” (1964 ). The recipi-
ent of Ford Foundation, Fulbright and
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Guggenheim fellowships, he has taught at
American and European universities.

Rudofsky’s most recent book was The
Prodigious Builders, widely acclaimed by
critics (and cited by this magazine as one
of the outstanding architectural books of
1977). His book Streets for People also
drew wide praise. Among his other books
are Behind the Picture Window, The
Kimono Mind and Architecture Without
Architects.

Siegel, who died in 1978 (his medal
will be presented to his wife at the ATA
convention), had a long careeer as a doc-
umentary photographer and professor of
photography. A native of Detroit and edu-
cated as a sociologist, he began experi-
menting with documentary photography
in the carly "30s, pioneering in the use of
35 mm color. He worked for several gov-
ernment agencies, including the aerial
photography division of the U.S, Air
Corps. He received literally thousands
of commissions for photography from
New York Times-Wide World and such
magazines as Time, Life, Fortune and
Sports Hlustrated.

Siegel lectured at many universities; at
the time of his death, he was head of the
department of photography at the Illinois
Institute of Technology's institute of
design.

Siegel’s work is in the permanent col-
lections of many museums of art, includ-
ing the Art Institute of Chicago, the Mu-
seum of Modern Art in New York City,
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and the
Pasadena (Calif.) Museum. It has been
widely exhibited in this country and a-
broad in one-man shows, a recent exhibi-
tion (1977) at the Museum of Contem-
porary Art in Chicago being titled “The
City and the Photographer.” He edited
Chicago’s Famous Buildings, published
by the University of Chicago Press.

For Individual Projects:
Peterson and Rasmussen

Charles E. Peterson, FAIA, of Philadel-
phia and Steen Eiler Rasmussen, Hon,
FAIA, of Denmark have been selected by
the AIA jury on Institute honors to re-
ceive 1979 medals awarded to individuals
or groups responsible for a specific project
related to architecture. Peterson is cited
for his role in the development of the His-
toric American Buildings Survey (HABS),
although the jury said that the “totality

of his pioneering efforts to record and
preserve our architectural heritage is
worthy of recognition.” Rasmussen’s book
Experiencing Architecture was described
by the jury as a “noteworthy contribution,
valuable to layman and architect,” as

well as to young people contemplating a
career in architecture,

The concept of HABS, originated by
Peterson in the days of the Depression of
the *30s, is a long-range program for
assembling a national archive of Ameri-
can architecture.

An article by Ernest Allen Connally in
this magazine (May 1961) tells how
Peterson, then chief of the branch of plans
and designs for the Eastern division of
the Interior Department's office of na-
tional parks, buildings and reservations,
prepared the HABS proposal on a Sunday
afternoon in November 1933. Within two
weeks, it had been adopted by Harold
L. Ickes, secretary of the Interior, and
field work was in process before the year
was out.

A “tripartite agreement” formally went
into effect in July 1934. The three co-
operating agencies are the National Park
Service, which administers the survey and
conducts the field work; AIA, which

The Institute continued on page 120
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is closer to being
IAHSAS GI | Y precisely in the geo-
graphical center of

the country than any other American metropolis. It is also
close to the middle of the nation’s 50 largest cities in terms of
population.

Centrality has had a great deal to do with Kansas City’s
destiny. It has been trading post, East-West way station, agri-
cultural marketplace. And now, in the heart of the American
breadbasket to the world, it sees its future as a capital of inter-
national agribusiness.

It has also become one of the jet-age convention and meet-
ing centers, helped by the fact that it is equally convenient to
all corners of the country. In this role it is like Atlanta, and
there are other resemblances as well. Both cities have unusu-
ally extensive square mileage of pleasant to plush residential
areas close to their ever-higher-rising cores. And the citizens
of both voice a pride and satisfaction in their cities that can
approach boosterism.

Our intention in this issue is not to join the boosters, but to
examine this metropolis in the middle as an urban phenom-
enon. There are, of course, two Kansas Cities in the metro-
politan area, one in Kansas and one in Missouri, separated by
two mighty rivers and a wandering, less natural boundary line
(and, over time, by passion and politics). We concentrate here
on Kansas City, Mo., because that is the area’s dominant core
(Kansas City, Kan., is a spreading, low-profile place without
much of a core at all).

This is largely an outside view, although the next introduc-
tory voice, on following pages, is that of a native son. But it is
emphatically not a Washington view of an interior province.
The other writers and editors of the issue hail, respectively,
from the Far West, South, East and Midwest, offering a cross-
sectional view of this crossroads city. D.C.
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Where the Pioneers’
Hopes Were Highest

As it assumes metropolitan maturity, Kansas City
retains its small town optimism. By Brian Miller

Kansas City has always been Western, always a cowtown, but
not so much in the Far West sense. References to Wyatt Earp
and Bat Masterson and all the colorful draw-and-shoot business
are rather overdone. Nor is the city, as New Yorker writer and
Kansas City native Calvin Trillin would put it, one of your
“Texas big-shot cowboy cowtowns.” This is where the West
begins, where unencumbered by the region’s harsh realities, the
hopes of embarking pioneers were highest.

Just northwest of downtown is the Great Bend in the Missouri.
The river swerves to the north at this point. Broadly speaking, it
was here, far in the interior, that the Westward Movement step-
ped off the steamboats and boarded wagons.

Kansas City originated in the 1840s as a river landing used by
merchants and traders from Westport (now Westport Square).
Building on the evidence of mounting stacks of freight on the
levee and bulging warehouses and the whole commotion of
steamers making port and clattering wagons and mule teams, it
became a boom town. By the late 1850s it had outstripped both
Westport and nearby Independence (famous later as Harry
Truman’s home town), as well as other rival hamlets. The life-
blood of all such towns was commerce: the trade with Santa Fe,
the fur trade, supplying mountain miners and military posts and
outfitting emigrants bound for Oregon, Utah and California.

But the future meant railroads, then radiating from the East.
And like its competitor-towns, Kansas City pictured itself at the
hub of an implausible network of tracks. Then in 1869, it se-
cured the first bridge over the Missouri, and by 1877 handled 12
main lines. Twelve is also the number of railroads operating here
today, in addition to which there are 193 common carrier truck
lines, 10 barge lines and the nation’s largest foreign trade zone.

An approach to Kansas City history is to consider the role of
borders. For example, there is the obvious border with Kansas,
on the west. Prior to 1854, it was Indian country, a crazy quilt
of reservations to which tribes from as far east as New York had
been shunted. That year, however, the Kansas Territory was cre-
ated, opening the area to settlement. It also brought national at-
tention to the issue—to be decided by popular sovereignty—of
whether Kansas would enter the Union as a free state or, like
Missouri, as a slave state. Bloody clashes between free staters
and Missouri “border ruffians,” besides inhibiting trade, drama-
tized Kansas City’s own conflict between its Southern sympa-
thies and the need for Eastern (abolitionist) capital.

Kansas City’s proximity, by rail, to both the corn belt and
Western rangelands—another kind of border—stimulated its
role as a livestock and packing center, beginning in the 1870s.

Mr. Miller is a native and resident of Kansas City and a free
lance writer. His treatise on prairie architecture accompanied
Patricia Duncan’s photographs on these pages in July 1976.

Photographs by Patricia Duncan
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Visions of a city versus tendencies toward sprawl.

Also that decade, hard red winter wheat, the bread-making vari-
ety, was begun to be cultivated in Kansas. For years Kansas City
represented the largest feeder cattle market in the world. But

packing and stockyard activity here have fallen off dramatically
in recent decades, mainly because of the introduction of feedlots
and irrigated feedgrain production to the high plains—where the

cattle are. Meanwhile, hard wheat marketing at the Kansas City _

Board of Trade has soared in the last seven years, reflecting a
jump in world food demand.

Still another border is the line dividing the country’s east and
west halves. Some of Kansas City’s characteristic optimism can
probably be traced to the hopes of pioneers headed West. In
1900, three months before the Democratic national convention,
the city’s convention hall was destroyed by fire. Incredibly, the
hall was rebuilt in 90 days.

But small town zeal has an underside, which is credulity. Dur-
ing the "20s and "30s, Kansas City was in the grip of one of the
most powerful political machines in U.S. history. Boss Tom Pen-
dergast literally ran Kansas City, and the city itself ran loose. It
was a haven for gambling, prostitution and the underworld. The
downtown area was quite a tenderloin, where bars, nightclubs,
gambling dens, speakeasies and bawdy houses flourished. It also
attracted a cluster of remarkably talented jazz musicians—
among them Count Basie, Lester Young, Joe Turner and Mary
Lou Williams.

Pendergast was a builder, however. During the regime a num-
ber of public works projects were undertaken—City Hall, Jack-
son County Court House, Municipal Police Building, Municipal
Auditorium and others (the cement for some of which, it turns
out, was poured by Pendergast’s own Ready-Mixed Concrete
Co.). Another builder of the period was J. C. Nichols (page 69),
best known for the famous Country Club Plaza, that curious
prototype of the shopping center.

It wasn’t until Pendergast’s conviction for income tax evasion
in 1939 that the regime fell apart, although there were cries for
reform as early as 1932. In his book, The Year of Decision:
1846, Bernard DeVoto observed: “A fixed part of the frontier
experience was the inevitable conflict between the ‘butcher-knife
boys’ and the elements of respectability, the pitched battle be-
tween the lawless of the frontier and the frontier as a developing
social stability.” In 1940, Kansas City at last went respectable.
After World War II the city annexed madly, fanned out, built
freeways and sapped its personality dry.

Perhaps the most interesting “border” Kansas City has strad-
dled is that between town-status and city-status. When does a
town become a city? How can you tell? The charter of 1850
reads the Town of Kansas, but in a second charter three years
later, the name had been switched to City of Kansas. Why? As
late as 1900, Kansas City had the distinction of being the largest
city between St. Louis and San Francisco. But cities were smaller
then; San Francisco was the size of present-day Wichita. Kansas
City had a population of 163,000. In his 1925 novel, An Ameri-
can Tragedy—which opens in Kansas City—Theodore Dreiser
wrote: “Crossing at right angles the great thoroughfare on which
they [the Griffiths] walked, was a second canyon-like way,
threaded by throngs and vehicles and various lines of cars which
clanged their bells and made such progress as they might amid
swiftly moving streams of traffic.” This sounds urban enough,
but then Kansas City didn’t get around to acquiring an art gal-
lery, a symphony or a university until 1933. On the other hand,
whereas the population peaked in 1970 at only 507,000 (and a
drop over 9.7 percent since), ghetto riots here in 1968 were just
as tragic and devastating as in other cities.

In 1972, the city and the chamber of commerce launched a
public relations campaign, called “Prime Time,” to increase
Kansas City’s visibility nationally. Research had shown that the
country had no impression of the city at all—which, in an age
that requires everything have an “image,” was intolerable. Nev-
ertheless, civic leaders were tired of living with the city’s third-
rate status, perceived or not, and apparently felt that the city’s
$3.2-billion construction boom entitled it to the front rank. The
campaign, through local advertisements and articles in national
magazines, promoted Kansas City’s “livability,” its clean air,
friendliness, lack of congestion—things any small town can offer.
At the same time the promotion attempted to convey the impres-
sion that Kansas City had glamour, sophistication, was a ci ty “to
watch,”” one of the “hot cities”—in effect, a great city. And while
the campaign has certainly gotten its message across nationally,
the most remarkable result to come out of it is how Kansas City
has swallowed its own fiuff. It seems almost impossible to chat
with anyone here very long before “greatness” falls from his lips.

Of course, the chief motivation behind the Prime Time cam-
paign was to attract new business, at which it has been successful.
The chamber claims to have brought 53 firms here as a result of
the promotion (actually 31 to within the city limits). But one
wants to reply: It's about time. Businesses leaving town is a 40-
year tradition here.

Where the Prime Time movers and shakers (public and pri-
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Lejt, the Town of Kansas, about 1850, the year it was granted a
charter. Above, today's city, where the Kansas and Missouri
Rivers meet. Downtown rises south of the Missouri (upper
right); Crown Center is a dozen blocks south (center right).

vate) have put their chips indicates a new definition of urban
“greatness.” All that is required are new sports stadia, a new
convention center and sports-rock arena, an “international” air-
port and a few additional office towers and hotels. Mix them
together and you apparently have a “world capital.”

In February 1857, the brilliant editor of the Kansas City En-
terprise, R. T. Van Horn, editorialized: “For 2,000 miles on the
west, more than 2,000 south, and 800 to 1,000 north, Kansas
City has an undeveloped country, filled with all the minerals of
the earth, and capable of producing all the agricultural products.
... To say that such a locality cannot become because it is not
now, a great city, is to reason against all experience. The present
position of London and Liverpool overthrows the idea that Kan-
sas City cannot rival New York.” Of course, this sounds like
boom town talk, which it was, but the orientation of his thinking
is significant. Van Horn was thinking East. New York, for all
its squalors and mean streets, fit his image of what a city was.

Now hear a forward-thinking civic leader 119 years later, ina
bicentennial essay: “America’s continental boundaries are fixed,
and every city facing a major body of water . . . is hemmed in on
at least one side. . . . Our metropolitan area has no such limita-
tion, and will expand for many miles in every direction. . .

The men who built this town, who gave it its start, dreamed of
cities. The men who run it now dream of infinite sprawl.

It can hardly be doubted that Kansas City was meant to bea
city. Whether it will ever look like one is a question. The city
has grown into a patchwork of suburbs, new and old. Population
densities have never been at all high. The latest figure of 1,452
residents per square mile (1976 census estimate) is still among
the lowest of major U.S. cities.

Just about everything here—homes, churches, branch banks,
30-story City Hall itselfi—stands singular, set apart, abstracted
by a moat of grass. “Townscape” tends to be another strained
term. Kansas City seems to have been predisposed toward
Radiant City notions: Even the loftiest apartment towers have
Jawns. Private space generally comes in lots, extends to the
curb. Thus it exacts quite a toll on the success of public space.
The blocks of shirtwaist houses and bungalows and cottages
go on and on. It is a city of interiors. U
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Recent manifestations of Kansas City’s
drive for big-league status: Downtown, the
H. Roe Bartle Hall (above) by Horner/
Blessing, C. F. Murphy Associates and
Seligson Associates contains 186,000
square feet of clear-span exhibit space.
The Harry S Truman Sports Complex
(center) by Kivett & Myers is east of
downtown at an intersection of interstates.
1t seats 40,000 for baseball in Royals
Stadium and 78,000 in Arrowhead Sta-
dium, where the NFL Chiefs play. The

A. R. Crosby Kemper Sr. Memorial
Arena by C. F. Murphy (below left )

is an unexpected white porcelain-coated
aluminum presence in the stockyards just
west of downtown. Basketball and hockey
teams share the arena with rock concerts
and events of the annual American Royal
Livestock Show. Kansas City Interna-
tional Airport (below right) by Kivett &
Mpyers, designed 1o minimize the time
from plane to taxi, is a 30-minute drive
from downtown. An earlier civic symbol
is the 5,500-pound Hereford bull which
stands atop a 90-foot pylon at the Amer-
ican Hereford Association building in
Quality Hill between downtown and

the stockyards.
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Kansas City Rediscovers Its Downtown Core

As new efforts at revival are launched, a new rival rises across town. By Allen Freeman




Downtown Kansas City is a collection of buildings in search of
an identity—flavorful old ones and a mixed bag of new. But with
intelligent design decisions in the next decade of promised
growth, it could achieve a coherence now lacking when viewed
from pedestrian-level proximity or from a distance as a skyline.

The tight core is lassoed by "60s freeways channeling inter-
state and suburban traffic around the financial, governmental
and cultural center of 1.2 million people. Radiating out are
highways to suburbia lined with shopping centers and office
parks that have emptied downtown stores and sapped downtown
office construction in the past 20 years,

Downtown interests have lagged in revival efforts, but two
big projects are on the drawing boards and both are planned on
a strategy of increased convention trade. The $30 million H.
Roe Bartle Convention Center, named for a corpulent, booming
voiced mayor of the '50s, opened in 1977 on the southwest
corner of the central business district. Plans were announced late
last year for a city and privately financed package that will reno-
vate the Deco 1934 Municipal Auditorium, complete restora-
tion of the 1900 Folly Theatre, redesign Barney Allis Plaza
(named for the former owner of the adjacent Muehlebach
Hotel) and build a 61 1-room convention hotel—all on blocks
just north and east of Bartle. The hotel is to be privately financed
with the aid of a $3 million urban development action grant
from the city, which has also approved $9.5 million for the
other projects.

The second big project is to redevelop the traditional retail
center just east of the convention district, centered on Macy’s
and Jones department stores and a half-block of once-fashion-
able women's shops on 11th Street, between Main and Walnut,
called Petticoat Lane. The downtown retail trade “literally
turned off” eight or ten years ago, says one local business leader,
as suburban shopping centers encircled downtown. The middle
class big ticket items—TVs, appliances, furniture—are sold
mostly in the suburbs now, Downtown gears to the lunchtime
trade of the 108,000 who work within the freeway loop, to the
inner city dwellers (blacks, Hispanics, Italians), to some of the
Kansas City, Kan., people whose downtown has withered and to
out-of-towners and the convention trade. Some 800,000 conven-
tioneers are expected this year, 80 percent of whom will stay in
the central business district.

The best news of recent years was Macy’s commitment to
downtown. Last year, the retailer bought its previously leased
store and is spending an announced $5 million on renovation
at a time when it could have retreated to its suburban outlets.

A private redevelopment corporation has control of several
blocks just south of the retail center and is analyzing the market
for linking Macy's and Jones and perhaps another existing store
with a regional center on the model of Philadelphia’s Gallery.
The developer would use Missouri’s 353 urban redevelopment
law which provides the incentives of tax abatement (100 percent
for 10 years; S0 percent for 15 more on the reassessed value)
and the state’s power of eminent domain.

There are also plans for streetscape renovation along several
blocks of 12th Street, a pet project of Bartle’s successor as
mayor during the "60s, attorney Ilus W. (Ike) Davis.

Downtown office leasing is spotty. The one and a half-year-old
City Center Square by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (Chicago),

a 30-story, six-sided tower with four floors of retail and restau-
rant space at the base, is still only about 40 percent occupied.
The three and a half-year-old Mercantile Bank tower is now 85
percent full, but it also had a slow start, so much so that the
original owner couldn’t meet his 14 percent mortgage obligations
and had to liquidate.

But some of the oldest office structures are experiencing con-

tinued life with high occupancy rates. On two blocks of Ninth
Street, between Wyandotte and Main, stand several reminders of
Kansas City's real estate boom of the 1880s, Young architec-
tural and law firms are clustering in this old financial district.
The red brick, four-story Bunker Building at Biltmore Avenue
has recently been restored and has a popular restaurant. The
seven-story brownstone New England Building was designed by
Bradlee, Winslow & Wetherell of Boston in a burley Italian
Renaissance style. And McKim Mead & White's New York Life
Building is distinguished by clarity of design, an elaborate
marble mosaic in the lobby and a magnificently heroic tiered
entrance capped by a spread-winged bronze eagle from the
studio of Augustus Saint-Gaudens.

That Kansas Citians care about their good old buildings is
shown by the patience and love lavished on the seedy theater
across 12th Street from the convention center. The neoclassical
Folly, by prolific local architect Louis Curtiss, opened at the

The core from the west (across page) and the Folly Theatre (below).

Patricia Duncan
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Allen Freeman

Petticoat Lane (left) is the heart of downtown’s retail district.
Above, the 1904 Gumbel Building by John W. McKecknie with
elaborate cornices to set off its Chicago windows. The bright red
Bunker Building (above right) is next to McKim, Mead &
White’s New York Life Building. River Quay (left below) is
where the Town of Kansas began.

turn of the century as the Standard. At first, Shakespeare alter-
nated with popular musical offerings and the theater became
known for its excellent acoustics and sight lines. Later, it was a
stop on the Midwest vaudeville circuits. In 1941, it was renamed
the Folly, and Gypsy Rose Lee, Lilli St. Cyr, Tempest Storm
and Georgia Southern stripped on the stage where Al Jolson and
Fanny Brice had played. By the early *70s, porno movies filled
in between strip shows.

The Folly was practically worn out when it was purchased in
1974 by a nonprofit corporation, Performing Arts Foundation,
with private funds, public grants and the benefits of Missouri’s
353 redevelopment program. Using volunteer labor, donated
materials and plans by Patty Berkebile Nelson Associates, the
foundation has stripped and cleaned the exterior, demolished
later additions to the structure and ripped out mechanical, elec-
trical and plumbing systems and seats. The 1,000-seat theater
stands ready for city-financed interior reconstruction and resto-
ration, and will complement the Municipal Auditorium’s 2,500-
seat Music Hall and 600-seat Little Theater and also the nearby
Lyric Theater.

A couple of 1900s curtain walls by Curtiss are defaced at
street level by newer storefronts: the three-story Studio Building
on McGee Street and the Boley Building with modified Art
Nouveau ornamentation. But “modernization” on a much more
massive scale was committed on the 1920s Southwestern Bell
Building at 11th and Oak. Purchased by Alex Barkett, a local
entrepreneur and banker, it was stripped of its sculptured stone-
work and painted white with electric blue striped highlights.
Before this color scheme was carried out completely, Barkett
changed his mind and covered the blue with gold grillwork.
AT&T's relay equipment remains its crown, painted white.

Three limestone Art Deco highrises are legacies of the *30s.
The 30-story Kansas City Power and Light Building by Holt,
Price & Barnes steps back to a four-story finial with colored

Allen Freeman

lights behind prismatic glass inserts. City hall and the Jackson
County Courthouse, which face each other across 11th Street on
the east side of the core, both by Wight & Wight, are WPA-
financed buildings of the Thomas J. Pendergast regime.

Until his Democratic organization collapsed in scandal in
1939, Pendergast dealt political patronage from his office in a
modest two-story brick storefront at 1908 Main St. In the *30s,
the top dog at city hall was City Manager Henry F. McElroy, a
Pendergast man who entertained reporters by standing at his
office window and pointing to the “mistakes” in the courthouse
built while his rival, another Pendergast protegee named
Harry S Truman, was presiding judge. McElroy resigned in
1939, was indicted on charges of embezzling water department
funds and died before standing trial.

Truman fared better, When he returned to nearby Indepen-
dence, Mo., after 18 years in Washington, the former President
drove daily to his office in the Federal Reserve Bank at 10th
and Grand. He also rented a room at the Pickwick Hotel as a
reading retreat until the Truman Library in Independence was
completed in 1957.

Saxophonist Charlie “Bird” Parker was another Kansas Citian.
He and other great jazz musicians performed for a couple of
dollars a night during the wide-open Pendergast era in red light
district joints on the core's southeast periphery—places like
the Novelty Club at 16th and McGee and the Reno Club at
12th and Cherry.

Farther east is an Italian working class neighborhood, Colum-
bus Park. Across I-70 to the north, severed from the core by the
freeway gulch, spread the city market and a district of century-
old, riverfront brick and cast iron storefronts, again serving
as warehouses or standing vacant after a brief revival as a
restaurant-nightclub district called River Quay (see p. 85).
Beyond, the Missouri River takes a great southern swing on its
path to the Mississippi. The river city began on that bank, but
there is little urban life there now. Traveling west of downtown,
through Quality Hill’s streets of rooming houses and bars, one
arrives at the top of the bluffs. Below, the stockyards stretch
toward Kansas City, Kan. Still sprawled over several hundred
acres, they were the world’s second largest livestock market in
the 1940s. But decentralization of the industry has diminished
activity there, and much of it now stands vacant.
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Ten blocks south of downtown, through an area of whole-
saling and light warehousing, rises mixed-use Crown Center, the
core’s only close-in, concentrated rival. Locally, it is perceived
as (a) the partner, generating and focusing growth while down-
town revives itself, or (b) a big reason for slow growth in the
core.

Crown Center’s 1.26 million square feet of practically full
office space compares with downtown’s partially empty 7 million.
Crown currently has 400,000 square feet of retail space, parking
for 5,000 cars and 245 apartments/condominiums. Its second
convention hotel, which will raise the total room count to about
1,500, is now being completed.

M. Robert Goodfriend, executive vice president of the influen-
tial businessmen’s group called Downtown, Inc., says that “99
percent of the membership sees Crown as a Godsend to down-
town. A few diehards, mostly real estate people who have lost
clients from the core to out there, are sour grapes about it,”
There was dissension from that group last year when James Mc-
Clune, president of Crown Center Redevelopment Corporation,
was nominated (and won) the presidency of Downtown, Inc.

Although the downtown booster group defines its area as
extending from the bluffs on the west to the government center
on the east and from the River Quay south to Crown Center,
Crown remains a remote entity from the core. The area between
employs 18,000 and is economically strong if physically un-
distinguished. Exceptions to the area’s mostly small wholesaling
and distribution structures are the brick Italian Renaissance
Kansas City Star Building of 1911 by Jarvis Hunt of Chicago,
nephew of Richard M. Hunt, and the same architect’s Beaux-
Arts~classical Union Station of 1914. (The adjacent rail yards
are to be developed into a mixed use complex to be called
Pershing Square.) Also, Kansas City’s largest architectural firm,
Kivett & Myers, has renovated a seven-story bank building which
the architects share with the parent engineering firm.

The city’s director of development, planner Joseph Vitt, says
that when firms in this in-between area were interviewed for a
city economic study, more than 90 percent were pleased with
the location, and many were looking for ways to expand. “They
weren't all that enthusiastic about looking at the area as a link
from here to there.” he says. So the city is seeking improved
bus service between Crown and the core and is looking at a
proposal to landscape Grant Boulevard, but that’s about all.

Crown Center began in January 1967 when family operated
Hallmark Cards announced plans for a privately financed re-
development complex around its office/plant. The site was 85
acres of underutilized land assembled with the aid of the 353
program. Gruen Associates had done a master plan. Edward
Larrabee Barnes, FAIA, came on in 1967 as coordinating archi-
tect and master planner and stayed to design the spec office
structures, which opened in 1971, and the retail structures
(1973). Harry Weese & Associates designed the Crown Center
Hotel (1973), and The Architects Collaborative was responsible
for residential units, the first of which—a 30-story condominium
tower and a seven-story rental building—opened in late 1976.
Crown sold a tract north of the Barnes office buildings to Mutual
Life, which built a 27-story home office and adjacent lowrise
in 1977 (architects: Fujikawa-Conterato-Lohan). A 35-
story Hyatt hotel is to open this year, the first Crown building
by local architects, Patty Berkebile Nelson Duncan Monroe
Lefebvre.

Hallmark founder Joyce C. Hall, now 87, conceived Crown

Art Deco City Hall (left) pairs with the Jackson County Court-
house on the east side of the core. At right, Crown Center

Hotel and the view of downtown. The gritty area between
Hallmark Cards’ huge development and downtown is mostly for
wholesaling (above).




Photographs by Patricia Duncan
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Mixed uses, and outcomes, at Crown Center.

Center. His experience in the early *50s with planning the firm’s
plant led him to discussions with Walt Disney about what might
be done with Hallmark’s northern exposure and western flank,
part of which was a billboard-covered rocky bluff called Sign-
board Hill. In 1959, Donald Strout, head of the Kansas City Art
Institute, became design consultant, and he brought in Charles
and Ray Eames, Alexander Girard, AIA, and others for con-
sulations with Hall. Hall’s ideas included things like a country
inn with warm towels and good books. There was talk of human
scale environments like Venice and Copenhagen. Gruen was
asked to work up a master plan, independent of the client’s
ideas, based on economic studies, etc., that had been carried out
for several years. When Gruen produced schemes for dramatic
highrises, Donald Hall, son of J. C. and head of Hallmark since
the mid-"60s, asked Barnes to plan something more in line with
the firm’s low profile in Kansas City at the time.

In effect, Barnes built a spec office skyscraper on its side
and shaped it around a natural bowl on the site, which became
10 acres of terraced lawns, fountains, a plaza and ice rink. The
staggered line of five interconnected, seven-story office structures
is the center’s best massing. The lively facade is a handsome
backdrop for the plaza, on which Hallmark schedules ethnic
festivals, craft fairs and the like. But aggregates in the paving
and precast facades are light and the glare is “oppressive as hell”
when the prairie sky opens up, as a man who works there puts it.

For the hotel, Weese went through many designs before Hall
was satisfied. The site was the bluff on Signboard Hill, which
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was preserved and integrated into the hotel design. An L-shaped,
15-story block of rooms stands atop the bluff; the lobby wing
spreads from its foot. Guests enter a large, dim lobby, check in
at a standard counter, and, on the way to the glass elevators,

are led near a natural rock outcropping several stories high.
Down it flows a stream into a small pool, and through it runs
squared columns supporting a wing of rooms. Somehow, it looks
artificial. Upstairs, the rooms are large, quietly appointed and
soundproof.

The hotel anchors the retail area on the north. A 100,000-
square-foot Halls department store next to the Hallmark plant
anchors the south end. Hallmark expected a slow start in retail-
ing, and indeed that part of the center is still unprofitable. An
area of small selling spaces off the direct path between the
anchors, called West Village and devoted to arts and crafts-
oriented tenants, was redesigned for larger spaces after many of
the original occupants decamped.

The residential units now in place represent 10 percent of the
total 2,500 planned. TAC's unprepossessing condominium
tower is to be repeated three times along the western boundary,
with lowrise housing interspersed. Lower income housing is
planned on the southeast end of the overall site.

Those who have moved into Crown Center’s residential units
are taking a first stab at an urban life style in a city of suburbs.
If the core’s commercial revival is successful, perhaps middle
class housing will follow downtown,

One Crown Center official said, “If it was a perfect world,
downtown would have bloomed on its own after World War II.
And if it had, there might never have been a Crown Center.” [




Crown Center (across page, clockwise from lower left): 27-story
Mutual Life; five interconnected speculative office buildings; Hall-
mark’s offices and plant with roof parking; 30-story condominium,
and the hotel. This page, the hotel (top) from the speculative office
buildings; the hotel’s landscaped, natural rock outcropping (left),
and the retail area (above).
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Overleaf, downtown with Union Station in left foreground. Photograph by Allen Freeman.
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The Residential Fabric of a ‘Home-Oriented’ City

It has been shaped by a remarkable park system and an unusual builder. By Andrea O. Dean

The buzz word in Kansas City is “livability.” Of course, vou
expect to hear about how “livable” life is here from residents of
the Mission Hills district, where homes are as expansively gra-
cious, though less ostentatious (and less expensive) than in
Beverly Hills. But you hear it too from newly arrived, upwardly
mobile young couples living a stone’s throw away in a modest
subdivision of Cape Cod houses. In fact, recent arrivals sound
even more like chamber of commerce boosters than the natives.
A young journalist, for example, born and bred in a small
town in lowa, came to Kansas City two years ago despite “having
always sworn I'd never live in a big city. But Kansas City is not
big enough to be nasty,” he says. “There’s no crime, no pollu-
tion, no teeming masses. You have a sense of neighborhood,
even a small town atmosphere that you don'’t find in newer
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cities.” He lives in a small house in one of Kansas City’s older
neighborhoods. Another recent transplant, a vice president for
sales of a large corporation, who lives in wealthy Johnson
County, Kan., says. “Most people I know can’t be lured away
from Kansas City even by higher salaries and promotions.
Housing and a good environment for raising my children are
very important to me. In Chicago, I could buy a so-so house for
$100,000; here for the same money I can buy a very nice house.
It's the best residential area in the U.S. Chicago and other cities
I've lived in are hard and cold, with drug problems in the schools
and crime on the streets. None of that here. We have enough
Western influence—but not the madness of a Houston or Dallas

to give a healthy, friendly environment. We have home-
oriented, old time values.”



The same values that make Kansas City so appealing to many
would probably make life there seem confining, perhaps down-
right repugnant, to those addicted to the slick sophistication,
opportunities and importunities of a New York or San Francisco.
But then, few of these choose to make Kansas City their home.

The sheer physical advantages of residential Kansas City, Mo.,
are no less a surprise to today’s visitor than they were to French
novelist Andre Maurois, in 1947 when he wrote: “Who in
Europe, or in America for that matter, knows that Kansas City
is one of the loveliest cities on earth? , . . [It is] a masterpiece of
city planning. The streets follow the curves of the hills or the
winding of streams. Flowering shrubs encircle the houses. The
homes, themselves, designed in the best of taste, are artfully
grouped in an immense park whose trees are unequaled in
variety and luxuriance.”

Kansas City’s physical beauty rests on two foundations: its
system of parks and boulevards on the one hand, and the work of
residential developer Jesse Clyde Nichols on the other. Working
in tandem, the two created a city with more parks and green
spaces than any other in the U.S., more miles of gently winding
boulevards than Paris, more fountains than Rome.

The original master plan for the city was developed in 1892,
under the board of park commissioners, by George E. Kessler,

a landscape architect and engineer. The idea behind Kessler’s
plan was to link a number of major parks with a system of
boulevards, “so that people could ride from one park to another
in their horse and buggy,” in the words of Frank Vaydik, current
director of the parks and recreation department.

Vaydik’s department is a potent force in Kansas City, since it
is governed by an independent board of three, who are appointed
by the mayor but can be removed only by the city council. “And
[ can’t imagine a council ever agreeing with a mayor to remove
a thing,” says Vaydik. The departments of public works and
transportation can do nothing that affects the boulevards or
parks without Vaydik’s approval, and they know it will be de-
nied. An outspoken, salty man, Vaydik has used his 15 years in
office to protect and improve every inch of the city’s existing
parklands and boulevards, and to transform into additional open
space every available piece of ground—paved or cleared—he
can get his hands on.

Under Vaydik’s leadership, the parks and recreation depart-
ment has developed a new master plan, extending Kessler’s
original concept to include about 50 miles of new boulevards
into areas annexed by Kansas City in the 1950s and early "60s.
While most U.S. cities were being hemmed in by rings of new
incorporated suburbs, Kansas City expanded to avoid “the steel
chain boundaries”™ of St. Louis, which is “forced to look on help-
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Kansas City at its most “livable”: sedate Mission Hills mansions
(across page) and yardwork in an affluent suburb (above).

lessly while virtually all its growth and new building is taking
place outside the city limits,"” as the Kansas City Star put it. The
parks and recreation department also acquired close to 4,000
new acres of parkland for the city and initiated a city ordinance
mandating that each new subdivision devote 9 percent of its land
to park purposes. “On a per capita basis, we have one acre of
parkland for every 50 people. That's excellent,” beams Vaydik.

Today, his department is renovating some of the old boule-
vards in industrial areas, tearing out concrete, removing ugly
signs, planting trees, controlling traffic and parking. “It’s amaz-
ing to see business people buying what we're doing 100 percent,”
says Vaydik. “I think in America, we went through a period of
expansion, growth, boom. We didn’t always use good judgment.
And I think we realize we want to get back to basics. We don’t
want to live in dirty, dingy, grimy areas anymore. I think we
have less crime here than in New York City because we have
more open space; it makes a psychological difference.” He adds
that Kansas City has a left-handed advantage because “we’re
always a little bit behind, which T used to think was awful. But
it allows us to learn from the mistakes of other cities.” During
the hippy movement, for instance, Vaydik went to Los Angeles,
Chicago and other cities which were having disturbances, “and
by the time we had problems, we had learned how not to handle
demonstrations in our parks.”

Far ahead of his time was J. C. Nichols, born in 1880, founder
of the residential development company that bears his name
and also of the Urban Land Institute. He worked closely with
Kessler, was inspired by the “City Beautiful” tradition and was
a lifelong advocate of comprehensive city planning.

The J. C. Nichols Co.’s residential developments, which today
cover 9,000 acres, are characterized by curving, tree-lined
streets, free flowing streams, an array of housing styles and
prices, parks, fountains, statues and other touches. Begun in the
first decade of this century, the Nichols neighborhoods set the
tone for many subsequent residential developments in Kansas
City and its suburbs.

“If Nichols had had less integrity and good sense, every north-
south artery of Kansas City would look like Livernoy in Detroit,
just neon, total commercial zoning, surrounded by Levittown.”
The speaker is Bill Johnson, a member of Kansas City's Prime
Time, which is made up of business leaders who banded together
to promote downtown development; Johnson is also public rela-
tions director for the Hallmark Co., now a competitor of J. C.
Nichols in the urban development of Kansas City. “J. C. Nichols
had a tremendous European sense of city life,” says Johnson.
“He just hated checkerboards, and put in all these twisting tree-
lined streets. People say Jesse Clyde must have been drunk when
he laid out those streets, all these winding places and crazy
intersections. If you’re unfamiliar with an area, you can’t find
anyone’s house. If you live there, it's great.”

The Nichols Co.’s current president, Miller Nichols, son of
the founder, is now in his 60s, direct, tenacious, yet correct in a
Midwestern upper class way. He joined the company in 1934,
during the height of the Depression, “though businessmen told
me, ‘young Nichols, real estate is dead; it’s never going to come
back. You're making a great mistake going into the business’.”
In the first decade of the 1900s, when his father began buying
land south of the central city in Kansas, people thought he too
was making a big mistake. “The feeling of the Civil War was still
very strong,” says Miller. “Kansas had been a free state, Mis-
souri a slave state, but to buy land east of the central business
district was prohibitively expensive. So, my father decided to buy
south and southwest and change the trend of the city. And that’s
what he did.” Nichols continues, “It took my father three years
to make the first sale of a lot in the Mission Hills district where
we built houses that would now cost four or five million dollars.”

The expansion of the Nichols Co.’s holdings resulted in what
is called the Country Club District, with its Spanish style plaza
shopping center (page 70). The area is the nation’s largest high
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The Fountain of Pan (this
page) is one of the Country
Club Plaza’s 20-odd statuaries.
The Plaza as seen from Brush
Creek (across page above), and
one of Nichols Co.’s neigh-
borhood shopping centers
(across page below).

class, contiguous residential development built by a single com-
pany. Some of its neighborhoods are almost indistinguishable

in quality and flavor from the posh Mission Hills area; others
are within reach of middle management wage earners, though
they look far more expensive. As one businessman said, “If you
have a Northeast corridor mentality, you think the owners of
these houses must be presidents of large corporations. They’re
more likely to be sales managers for medium sized companies.”
Prices are lower than in crowded Eastern and Western cities,
though they are rising. The Country Club District extends south
and west from the Country Club Plaza in Kansas City, Mo., and
then crosses the state line—State Line Road—into the nort