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the architects’ journal

Burning
an aj conference

Life safety and preperty pretection
in building design

27th May 2004
Speakers Include:TheLowrv Aris& 

Entertainment Centre, 
Salford, Manchester

Jonathan O’Neill,_ ire Protection Association 
Ire Safety Development Broup 
iarrington Fire Research Centre 

Chapman Taylor 
Manser Practice

III I

Alan Porter, 
Tim Partington

Supported by:

Jonathan Manser, 
Nick Troth, ]
John Barnf i 

I John Coop 
BohKeenI

Arup
U^Tenos 

fj^Anshen Dyer 
j|Sheppard Robson

Includes Case SiudlestrBfi!;

Retail, leisure, Hniei, 
Hospitals, Schools and 
Manufacturing sectors

r

I

Sponsored by:

for full nrogramnie information or to register -

Tel: 020 7505 6044 Email: constructconferences'^^eman.com Kin^pa

or Visit: www.burnlngissues2004.com INSULATED ROOF A WALL SYSTEMS



Respond to these showcases O www aiplus co lA/^drect 
Readers may obtavi rirmation about these products by filing in the enqury 
numbers on era of the iU enquKY cards Advertisers wishng to promote ther 
products on tfese pages should contact Chns Bond on 02D 7505 6B15.

© products

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 202AJ ENQUIRY NO: 201 HANSEN6R0UPBEKAERT
•9T

*:The Peter Jones store in Sloane Square 
has undergone radical nnxlemisation 
and alterations during the past 18 

months in a project led by Bovis Lend 

Lease. As an experienced package 
contractor, specialist door and entrance 
manufacturer PollardsFyrespan worked 

closely with the management contractor 
and the design consultant Bamber 

& Redden Architects. For a product 

guide from HansenGroup company 
PollardsFyrespan call 020 8443 5511 

or email sales@pollardsfyrespan.cauk

Bekaert Fencing has obtained 
the prestigious Secured by 

Design accreditation from 
the Association of Chief Police 

Officers. Secured by Design 
is a national police initiative 

to encourage the building 

industry to adopt crime- 

prevention measures to assist 
in reducing the opportunity 
for crime and the fear of 

crime, creating a safer and 

more secure environment.
:♦!s.

■f;

STOAKES PROJECT OF THE WEEK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203AME FACADES

Refurbishing and recladding 

of 1960s buildings, like 

this Haymarket Publishing 
block in Hammersmith, 

is a science and art that few 
can achieve successfully.

Here Stoakes Systems, 
with long experience in the 

manufacture and installation 

of curtain-walling for new 
projects or for the upgrading of aged buildings, overclad 718 square 

metres with grey body-tinted double-glazing and vertical feature 

caps.Tel 020 8660 7667 or visit www.stoakes.co.uk

AME Facades has launched the 

new Option 3 cladding range.
Option 3 is based on AME's 

award-winning Proteus range 

of integrated cladding systems.
It Is designed to offer the 

same aesthetic and structural 

capabilities at a very 
economical rate. Option 3 features both a rainscreen system and 
an insulated system. Both are available in pre-finished steel and 

aluminium. Within the Option 3 range, all aspects of vertical cladding 

and horizontal soffits are available. For more information, please 

contact AME Facades direct on 01695 50658.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 206AJ ENQUIRY NO: 205 ASMS LACY BUILDING SYSTEMSNAYLOR CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Ash & Lacy has supplied 

a complete roofing 
package as part of a 

redevelopment programme 

undertaken by Optima 
Community Association 

on the Benmore Estate in 

Birmingham. Halesowen 

Fabricators selected and 
installed 500m' of 0.9mm 

Ashzip 400 In aluminium 
with a plain mill stucco finish to create a mono-pitch standing-seam 
roof on the new Murrell Close three-storey residential building.

Wakefield-based Naylor 
Lintels recently celebrated 

its 60th anniversary with the 

launch of its new website, 
www.naytoriintels.co.uk.The 

website contains details of all 
standard lintel ranges offered 

by Naylor, including load 

tables and section properties, 
as well as in-depth information regarding its most recent product 

ranges. This recent development and Naylor's continual improvement 
policy have seen Naylor Lintels successfully realign its business 

towards manufacturing specialist, pre-stressed concrete lintels.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 20BSIKAAJ ENQUIRY NO: 207BRITISH GYPSUMISOVER

Westgate House, an office 

buildirtg located at Westgate,
Halifax, was recently re-roofed 

using Trocaf S, one of the 

single-ply roofing membranes 
from market leader Sika.

The problem in the re-roofing 

was that the client required 
a cost-effective, watertight 
solution and specified that the re-rooflng should not disrupt day-to-day 

business.The solution from the Trocal team and spedatist contractor QM 
Roofing of Dewsbury was to overlay TrcKal S on top of the failed roof to 
waterproof the structure without stripping off the existing roof.

The impact that a material has on the 

environment is becoming an increasingly 
important consideration for manufacturers, 

and none more so than glass-wool producer 
Isowool, isowool has already set the very 

best environmental standards In the UK 

insulation industry and prides itself on 

knowing that the products it produces play 

a significant role in conserving energy and 
Improving the quality of many people’s 
lives. Isowool glass wool Is made of silica sand, the Earth's most 
abundant naturally occurlng materials and one of the most 

environmentally friendly materials available.



the forum meeting, having 
originated in Barcelona last year 

(Zaha Hadid won the prize). 
Not a PFI scheme in sight.

Time and tide

t is a pleasure to see any 
architect on a list of the 

influential, so congratulations to 

Frank Gehry on appearing in T7n7e 
magaane's list of the 100 most 
influential people in the world. Back 
home, the Sunday T/mes Rich List 

included no architects whatsoever; 
Norman Foster has appeared in 

the past, but no such luck this time. 

On the other hand, prominent 
clients were there aplenty: Tom 
Bloxham came in at 80, with a 

modest fortune of £63 million; he 
also appeared In the top 30 list of 

charitable donors, measured by 

percentage donations of their 

wealth.Ron Dennis,motor-racing 

client of Norman Foster, was on 
the list of those who had seen the 
biggest drops in their wealth - in 

his case a fall of £93 million, down 
to a mere £55 million because of 

profits performance, No doubt he 

will bounce back. As usual, the 5T3 
message was;'lf you want to be 

seriously rich, don't be an architect.' 

The biggest group in the listwere 

in land and property.

I Surface treatment

ornnica held the glitziest 
launch for its new laminate 
range at MadameTussauds. 

Guests, having taken a theme-park 

ride through 400 years of London 

history, went to a reception with a 
mix of real people, waxworks and 

look-alikes. Ruby Wax (geddit?) 

introduced the formal part of the 
proceedings with a riff on why all 

things artificial were good, and the 

horrors of tofu. Max Hutchinson 
was present both In person and on 
video, where he proved that he was 
certainly no waxwork. His usual 

machine-gun delivery was 
accompanied by film of him at twice 

normal speed. For anybody who has 
had a yen to see Max in the dentist's 

chair, lolling on a swanky hotel bed 

or even sitting on the loo, this was a 

great opportunity. After that, a 

parade of models in Fonmica was 
almost (but not) an anticlimax - 

watch out for them on the 
Architecture Pavilion at Interbuild.

Astragal's 'The Ones That Got Away' competition features schemes 

that, for better or worse, stayed on the drawing board. Can you 
identify this project and its architect? Post your entry, to arrive by 

first thing Monday morning, to AJ Astragal, 151 Rosebery Avenue, 

London EC1R 4GB, or fax 020 7505 6701 .The first correct entry out 
of the hat wins a bottle of champagne.The never-built scheme In 
last week's competition (AJ 15.4.04) was Louis Kahn's City Hall 

Tower in Philadelphia. P W Lee of London was the winner.

accounts they are a little peeved 

with his endless whingeing about 
the Twin Towers project and SOM's 

David Childs, who is increasingly 

looking the more dignified and 

sensible as the project designs 

reach maturity.

Press impressed

ho writes the ODPM 
press releases? And, 

more importantly, 

who writes the comments 
attributed to John Prescott in the 

aforementioned documents? It 
must be a great skill to translate 
the incoherent garbled Yorkshire 

gobbledegook that normally 

emerges from Two-Jags' gob into 

the perfect English that is written 
on the official press notices. Let's 

hope they don't simply make it up. 

That would be most undemocratic.

Shell shocked

ow that Arup Associates
has finally won full 

planning permission for 
its Shell Centre on the South Bank, 

what are the chances that it will 

really get built? Presumably the 

odds are shrinking as a 
shareholder and board-level 
dispute at the oil giant takes hold. 

What a shame it would be for the 

fine folk at Arup to discover that 
the bods attempting to wrestle 
control didn't want to build the 

mammoth scheme after all. Four 

good years gone to waste.

MacPeeved?
Weighty tome

ell, well, well. Who'd have 

thought it? After their all- 

too-pubiic falling out, 

David Harper and Ken Mackay 
seem to be unable to leave their old 

stomping grour>d for pastures new. 
It is almost Impossible to believe, 

but they may yet bump into one 
another in their old drinking haunts 

around Clerkenwell because both 

have t>ow set up their new 
practices on St John Street. One 

wonders what they might say to 
each other. I doubt it will be'I hope 

business is going well’.

T
alking of Interbuild, the

Phaidon At/as ofContemporary 
WorfdArchitecture,will be 

launched at the show. I wonder if the 
book's editor will be there; Virginia 

McLeod, exhausted after three years 
workirrg on the book, has left 
PhakJcMi to go freelance. Astragal felt 

tired after lifting the incredibly large, 
heavy, and in its way magnificent, 

tome,so perhaps the put^isher 

should hold a weightlifting 
competition for builder visitors.
They do like a challer>ge.

Patient improves

ince this column last 

mentioned plans for 
Portsmouth's new PFI 

hospital, the BDP-designed scheme 

has been given planning 
permission - after a redesign that 
cut the height of some buildings, 

changed rrtaterials and increased 

the amount of landscaping. A snip 
at £1.1 billion.Meanwhile, our 

European rteighbours continue to 
be baffled by the faith that the 
British have placed in this form of 

procurement. At the latest meeting 

of the EU-funded European Forum 
for Architectural Quality, held in 

Dublin last week, procurement 
routes were a talking point in the 

breaks between sessions.The EL) 

has an idea about what constitutes 
good architecture; shortlisted 

car>didates for the Mies van der 
Rohe Prize, which it furnis. An 

exhibition of the best entries 
opened in Dublin to coincide with

Shop 'til you drop

I Presidente himself, George 
Ferguson, is currently in 
what can only be described 

as a post-MIPIM buzz. He is 
especially excited by what he 

believes is one of the'most 
amazing coincidences! Red 
Trousers is wandering around, from 

party to party, showing everyone 
pictures of himself posing outside 

the RIBA shop’in Nice. Only it's not 

anything to do with either the 

institute or architecture, but 
specialises in selling something 
else altogether. Ferguson claims he 

is unaware of its speciality. Let’s 
hope it’s nothing embarrassing.

House styleChild’s play
olitical commentator Will 

Hutton has for years been 
moaning about the property 

industry, the way house prices are 

inflated and the damage done to 

the economy by people investing in 
their own homes, Now the Sunday 
Telegraph has revealed that his wife 

is head of a family property empire 
that, among other things, is of^ring 

a small flat in dowdy Deptford at a 

rent of £950 a week! The great guru 
should note La Rochefoucauld's 

aphortsmr'Hypocrrsy is the tribute 

vice pays to virtue.'

ust when I thought our old 
friend Daniel Llbeskind 

couldn’t get any more tackily 
American. I go and phone his 

newly founded New York office. 
What comes blaring out of the 
earpiece when put on hold? Yes, 

that's it... you've guessed it... 
none other than 'New York, New 
York’ by 01’ Blue Eyes himself, 

Frartk Sinatra. But I’m told by 
some reliable contacts in the Big 

Apple that this certainly won't be 

enough to pacify our cousins on 
the other side of the pond. By all

J

astragal
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GUilifwri en^wriei
Chris Bond
Tel 020 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail Owis BondOefnap com

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

___— -

Michael Gallie & Partners
Land 8t Measured Building Surveyors

2 Rosebery Mews. Rosebery Road. London SW2 4DQ Tel: 020-8674-11 11 Fax: 020-8671-9575

Survey & Design Ltd.
Heasureo building survey specalht Lasu- generated surveys 

For large and small refurbishments projects.

0
Detailed measured 
building surveys - 

house plans to • 
complicated ^tncate 

building

Architectural quality plans, sections & elevations. 

+ site f land surveys.

Tele. 01435 863231. Email rsaun28994@aol.com

XYZ Surveys
• Topographical Surveys
• Engineering Surveys

Digitally mapping the Landscape
# Measured Building Surveys
# Utility Surveys

call for a free brochure 01233^635089 
or visit our website: www.cadsurveys.co.uk

Head Office 7 020 6255 4550 F 020 6255 4551 
London Office T 020 7560 6200

EmaM twvevQf8exvzsumeva.eo.uk 
Fast Free Quotation ServiceCAO Surveys ltd Bentley Road. Ashford. Kent TN24 OHP

Surveyors VECTORI8ATION
SOFTWARE

apr services Land and Architectural Surveyors 
mint cHO/cEfojt All txH/nsufiv^needs
Specialising in

Tspognphol Surreys - For Urge aixl unell 
wdc surveys usiif the lacen higfa acnins^ 
robolk iflsmimentaiioo and G.RS. 

AicUtccraral Sarveys - For pLuu attd 
devaiioiu using SurBuild building survey 
lofrware on pen mip hand held compuren 

Utilhy Surveys - For drainage and kxadoa of 
aH underground uolsty services.

FWiisigiewtSiy - For accurau 3D models oT 
building ricadcs. pipe works and areas of 
difficult access

Kinpland Surveyors Liaited
Bridge Charahna
Bridge Sued
Leechcrkced
Surrey KT2i BBN
TcL 01372 3620S9
Fci. 01372 363039
e-mail - nail^kiBgalandraiveyars.co.ak 
website - www.kioplaniUurveyors.rD-vli

Convert scanned 
drawings to CAD

n.
visualisation 
laser scanning 
topographic surveys 
measured building surveys

t:020 8447 8265
'?f;020 8882 8080 -J.lij3prservices.net 

www.aprservices.net ./

CO-ORDINATED PLANS,
SEaiONS & ELEVATIONS

TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEYS 
AND LAND MODELUNG
PRECISION DATA 100% SPECIALIST MEASURED 

TO YOUR SPECIFICATION BUILDING SURVEYORS

ACCURATE • DEPENDABLE • PUNCTUAL

* f.CALLIDUS 4

Support Doshod Irtoo,*
L NEW v7BUILDING SURVEYS LTD

•Miar mrvM, Inod
t. Arrow. OCR 

SpaOctwOkor and fMfOl 
Faafi^eir0.7S(incl).

Tel: 01W 424342 _ 
www.softcover.com

DALTON HOUSE . 60 WINDSOR AVENUE . LONDON , SW19 2RR 
TEL-.020 8543 8684 EAX:020 8543 6664 

Email; info@callidusbi.com Websile: www.callidusbs.com

SS April aOOad the arxjhitecte' journal |S5



classified

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

I
Designhive Visualisation & Animation Ltd
Tet: 0U83 422 070 InfoQdeBignhive.co.M 
'tttfw Oesignhiv«.co.LA

*44nui»«aH
nto^wiltaniLnM
mnuaiManiui«l

Uniform

3d yiiuilwlicin ananadon praiantabon

london 0208 650 2817 
gUagow 0141 222 2422e3D interactive

viauailsation.
8nln\atk>n.
wdbsHe and
interactiva

prMcntations c4 th«
highest quality
PRODUCED BY
ARCHITECTS

competitive rates for
over 7 years

Mirage IT Services Ltd.

0206 491 69U1
07795 076 648

Photonunoga

f iTfnnrViiiailtnl—
itudetK lacai available

S2 April SOOA
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CIhs«M H^inti
Ctris Bond
TbI 030 7505 6816 Fa* 030 7505 6750 
e-mail: Chris.Bofideemap.com

MODEL MAKERS ]

-t ^

THE MODELMAKERS

3 Martow Workshops, /Vnold Circus, London E2 7JN 

t 020 7739 7933 f 020 7739 7195 

e lnfo@3dd.co.uk

WC & M^KETING MODELS

[NVESTOim KOFLE

il ...FULL DETAIL MODELS
...QUICK STUDY MODELS
...ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

KOteKT DANTOff-KltS
Unit S, The Htoger. Penevefime Htwii
38 kingiUod ttud. london C2 8DD

FLIC
T1
O

3
(D

MODELS m
18 Hewett Street t d2o 7377 6127

f 030 7377 6139 

e; workshop66icmodels.com 
w. www.flicmodels.com

a
London 
EC2A 3NN
Architectural Modelmakers

ca.
ft

PIPERS COMBER
Concept I Planning | Marketing I MODELMAKERS Tel; 020 8533 6592^
For all your modelmaking requirements, 
contact Nick McKeogh.

LONDON INVERNESS

27-35 Bevenden St 

London N1 6BH

Tel 020 7250 0530

Fax 020 7251 0134
Email studio@pipers.co.uk

www.pi(>ers.co.uk

E mail: models^g combermodels.clemon.co.uk
SPEEDQUALITY RELIABILITY

SS AprSI S004 Wne architecCs' journal |B3



classified

AERiAU PHOTDC3RAPHY

FASTER SITE ANALYSIS CHEAPER SITE SURVEYS... BETTER PRESENTATION
^^gelmapping

-ya.

Aerial photos in minutes from only £24.95
Go to •

WWW getmaf^ing com/ar

T«tOU9l 574350FO1C0149I 571544
ErnafcantonyduckeHOantorry
dMi0n.OemonvCo.iA
Watwrte www anlanyde»ign demon oo uk

A reliable and losl service b 
gueontoed lor Oefoled or bloclr 
modeb or>d repoks.»)» * Use the digital photo 

m reports, presentations 
or just view on screen

Preview & 
order your • 

area

«Photogrophy c^Viileosof
aztecmapping
www.aatacma ppcng. c ». uliG & E

oMeasured Landej
&

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

l-o*Contaminoted Lond Building Surveys 1HE
AutoCAD soltwere 

tmt Ar«Mto«ti 
Phetemodelev Pro $ •

* Investigatmtt/ApproiMis 

* Studies for Plaiwung Contact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
58 Riley Road, London SEl 3DG 

Telephone; 020 7394 7066 
Facsimile; 020 7394 6798

CD

Southern Ar«o Coverage 71 Croydon Hood 
Hoiflafo Swrroy RH2 OHH ^ for ntw biothuti (drIoiI ViRCiRt 

Ttl 0207 242 0101 fex 0)394 i722B9
CoRtoct: Ctris Summers «r M*c Sront 

on 01329 822021 
■nmv.gMtcchAleol.ijIi.eom

lejh 01737 teaew
■01403 TbMOt

owtoRtoofMQMt e^CO^rii
iRiiil; rinctRlQIiRefonn.co.uk 

vww.fitelotm.to-Bk

eSUTTER PROTECTION
PERSPECTIVES

www.resolutlonmedia.co.uk blocked gutters ...
the cost effective solution ...

h131

^1 OIS
R

Gutter Grid

tel: 01472 371406 
www.quttergrld.com

\\I

G

,r N

DAVID MOAMGERALD GREEN
/^CHTTECTLfltAL laUSTTtATOkPROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVES

i

■kJt Where to go to find out more 
about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk

.. i»m IV
tttlUj

k

HANDDAAWN
PERSPECTIVES

TEL/FAX 020 88S2 7508
Tel/Fax: 024 7632 5059 
www.ggarte.denion.co.uk

If you wish to advertise in 
the AJ classified section 
call Chris Bond on 
020 7505 6816

Mastic Asphalt CouncJ

PO Box 77, Haettigs. East Sussex TN35 4WL 
Ter 01424 814400 Fax: 01424 814446 E-mol; maapTieAcoeaolcom

PPOOUCT iNfSOXBa

FINDING PRODUCTS & SERVICES is EASY using ENDAT STANDARD INDEXES Online @ www.endat.com

ENDATs index driver compendiums for construction professionak are easy to use. packed full of informanon and 

extensively illusuated. Both are free to designers, specifiers and buyers looking for ideas and product suppiliers.

ENDAT BPMC Building Products & Materials Compendium over 25,000 copies in circulation; Directory of the Year 2002 

ENDAT EWC External Woiits Compendium; over 23,000 copies in drculatkx); Directory of the Year 2001

FREE to specifiers & buyers - register online @ vww.endat.com or call 01786 407000 B9
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Reeders may obtain jf^ormation about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on 
one of the /U enquiry cards Advertisers wshng to promote their products on these 
pages should contact Chris Bond on 020 75(£ 6816.
Respond to these showcases @ www aiplus co lA/aidirect

© interiors showcase

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301 AJ ENQUIRY NO: 302

I The stainless steel Blanco Axis 
M-90 is the first corner sink to 
feature a safety glass cutting 
board/ extending its use as a 
food preparation centre, it has 
two bowls and three drainer 
units, and is designed to be 
installed over a 90cm x 90cm 
corner base unit.The inverted 
dimples on the rear drainage 
area extend the unit's draining 
facilities. For more information 
visit www.blanco.co.uk

Claxton Blindscbimstobeoneofthe 
leading commercial window blind 
companys in the UK, specialising in 
providing inlerior window 
treatments for any requirement. 
Notable proiects undertaken to date 
are Tower 42,The Canary Wharf 
Tower, and most recently, Citigroup 
Tower at Carvary Wharf, with Claxton 
providing more lhan 16,000 blinds 
throughout the three buildirvgs. For 
more informat ion, teiephorw 

01727840001 or visit 
www.claxton-blinds-com

SAUUY SWTCHES AJ ENQUIRY NO: 303 WELLMANNUKITD AJ ENQUIRY NO: 304

Handcrafted light switches 
from Savvy Switches, allow 
designers to create distinctive 
shapes and finishes for 
interior applications. Options 
include cartoon characters, 
fruits, corporate logos and 
animal-skin designs. Dimmers 
and power sockets are also 
made to individual 
requirements. Visit 
www.sawy-switchet.com for a 
range of inspiring ideas.

I

I
 Trackline is an ingenious

kitchen-accessory option from 
Wellmann, which creates space 
between worktops and 
drawers. The aluminium 

_ | section can be pulled out to 
reveal either a chopping board 
or a solid beech tray, carved to 
retain knives and sundry 
Items.Trackline can also take 
clip-on accessories, including a 
mini waste bin, towel rail or a 
small table on castors.

•it

r

uT;

Dl

Glaiiifiee eaquirni
OriB Bond
Tel 020 7505 6816 Fa* 020 75(» 6750 
e-mai: Chris Bonddemap.com

classified

Property to buy / remt PRACTI8E8 POR «Ai_g

TheTHE BUILDING CENTRE - 

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

26 Store Street WCIE 7BT

BUSY RIBA / RICS PRACTICE FOR SALE - SOUTH COAST

Building
Centre Principal of long established and expanding RIBA /RICS Registered 

Practice with extensive Client base and varied workload is seeking 
early retirement and invites offers, whether Equity Partner(s), 
merger or acquisition, for the 11 strong Practice; to include, if 
required, freehold premises generating rental income.

Office space available immediately, units from 200 to 2300 sq feet. 
Terms from one to five years let on a fully Inclusive basis 
with no legal fees or dilapidation concerns.

Contact; Colin Henderson 
Tel: 020 7692 6210 ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO BOX No. 3194,

AJ. EMAP CONSTRUCT, 151 Rosebery Ave, London, EC IR 4GB.
Em^; cherxjerson@buiidingc8ntre.co.uk

PROPERTY TO BUY / RENT
WOV^ WIRE MESH B MESH SCREENS

Woven Wire Mesh & Mesh Screens
www.lockerwire.co.uk

OFFICE-WATERLOO SEI

Sdf contained office space to rent, 
lots of natural Ught, overlooking 
Waterloo Sutlon and the Eye. 
Second floor 301 square feet, 
first floor 172 square feec 

Ideal for small practice(s).
Possible collaborations with another

AAr* .1
• I

<

M-mif
i

tel: 020 7928 6144 
e: sbarchitects@btconnect.com Nifo gbur^^ of, Ian RitchTe

-

If you wish to advertise in the AJ classified section 
call Chris Bond on 020 7505 6816

S2 AprHI 2004 the snchitects' journal 181



0 recruitment

business

OPPORTUNITIES

w c e cDFA'ON PRACTICE 
FOR SALE 

4 STAFF 
FUTURE WORK 
GOOD PROFITS 

GOOD LOCATION 
EXPANDING

06/05/04 BOOKIIMG DEADLINE 
ALTERATION

Due to the May Day bank holiday the 
booking deadline for 

the 6th of May issue will be 
5 pm on Friday 30th April.

For Further details please call 
Charlie Connor

on 0207 505 6737 or 
Email charlie.connor@emap.com

ARCHITECTS

W* M • «mal, fnandty Ma«Ti M ainfl and 
vaiM wortload md cwrintir >«qur« •nthusiastic

ArehMcts. Daiigrma and TacMdans

to workofl divana and exoting projacB In mdental, 
ratal, muatt. mate and comm^ai

Contact

D. Wicks @ Apsleys 
9 Parkhouse Road. Minehead 
Somerset TA24 SAB 
David ©Apsleys.com

AuKicad and computing akWa aaaantia!

SandCV to:
WCEC ArchMacti 

Bysahoppt. Hi(r< Saaat 
Weal St«aax BNS 9HP

Emai'

Reiach and Hall Architects
Wilkinson Eyre. Architects

We are looking for talented Architects and pari I) Assistants to )om our team 
and work on a series of exiting new prefectsMte Architects 

inewpri ijfi'li

Part III ArchKecta wrth2-S years post-Part 
experience of butt work

Part tt Graduate Architects with yem practical experience
and exceptK3nai creative and presentation ehitfo

Architectiral Visuatieers witfi«KCefient kncMiadge of ptD, 
mediilirg,
3D0Maj{andPho(whty

CAD sMb are essBnMwnth fluency inliil«MiMMB££V3Darrafrantage.

PteMeaieily irrwwig niitiltWTd A4 sami*Be6ee*i*: ttsSe Oewne, 
VWBeaaBwEjraAjctalade.lteBaiorta^MM'^'''*—'*—' ’ — 
etee|»re$.flm2t Irl^hanecclaxencMrisa.

Wildwaengyie ArchitBcts is recniSng 
and Archtectuai iteialiBBrs to worko

Please send your cv and salary details to:

Lyle Chrystle, Reiach and Hall Architects, 6 Oamaway St, Edinburgh. Eh3 6bg

for advertising enquir^ies 

please call 

Charlie Connor on 

0207 505 6737

O

;■ .5
Email: chartie.corvxy^ernap.corn or

TENDERS

Lee
Valleyt

ParkInvitation to Tender
For developing 

a Regeneration Framework

The Horwich Loco Renaissance

eponr
eMOIJINDLee Valley Regional Park Authority 

Expressions of Interest
BOLTON 
M E T ft O VeioPark Feasibility Study

Lee Valley Park wishes to appoint a firm of Consultants to undertake a 
preliminary feasibility study for a VeioPark in East London. Tlierc is a 
desenption of our concept for a VeioPark on our website.

To be considered, the consultant team must have experience of designing indoor 
Cycling facilities, or closely related sporting facilities, and of conducting 
feasibility studies with the principal outputs of a technical brief, outline 

proposals, and a cost plan.

This major regeneration project is being developed through an informal 
partnership ofpri vateand public sector stakeholders.
The site is located close to Horwich town centre and adjacent to the Reebok 

Stadium and the Middlebrook development, five minutes from Junction 6 
ofthcMdl-
The site is approximately 100 hectares. Included within the site are the 
former Locomotive Woikshops now used for general industrial purposes, 
privately owired terraced housing, an SSSI, open storage, offices and 

farmland.

Tender documents may be obtained from: 
Neil Thomson 

Myddelion House 

Bulls Cross 
Enfield 

Middlesex 
EN2 9HG

The partners, led by Bolton MBC. are committed to determining the 
optimal re-use of the site, and to put in place a detailed and deliverable 
Regeneration Framework.
We are looking to appoint experienced, enthusiastic multi-disciplinary 
consultants with a rrational profile to undertake this w<»k. Consultants will 
be required to have excellent skills and experience in the fields of 
regeneration, planning, urban design, conservation, marketing, and, 
consultation.
Ensuring economic viability, partner support and deliverability are 

fundamental requirements.

Closing date for receipt of expressions of interest: 23rd April 2004

COURSES

AutoCAD Courses
For a copy of the brief.
please send your contact details to
Simon Godley, Project Coordinator,
by 12 noon 30.04.W.,
staling where you saw the advert.

simon.god!ey(^bolton.gov.uk

• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506, 0790 5376549 dp_arch@yahoo.com

fforititg M to Regaterale Horwich Loco CAD Training Service
SS AprSI SOCLdBO bhe arx:hitecte' iourrval



RKnrtmnt Mfniritf
Chehie Connor
Tet: 020 7505 6737
Email cfwiie comor@emap.com

OeaiiiiH
Boolongs/capy 5pm Monday 
ArtMrlc 
CenceKetions 12pm Monday

Lairia Shenode
Tel: 0207 505 6803
Email: larie.shenod9@miap com

Recruitment advertisements in the /U can be 
found on our ntemet recrutment servks
wimv.careeniiKMttrvctiM.cen

12 noon Tuesday

Architectural Recruitment 
Consultants Ltd

Girls’ Day School Trust

CAD Technician
Associate Architect South Coast to£37,000 basic

Achieve fast track to Partnership with exciting, expanding firm. 
Residential and Emm healthcare projects. Apply your design and 
management skills to make a difference. (Ref: SCSI01)

Associate Architect

Salary up-to £30,000 p.a
West Midlands to£35,000 basic

Ambitious? talented? Develop and manage a Ihriving portfdio with 
unique design projects. Become a leader to an already 
exceptiorul team. (Ref WM2101)

More Vacancies on www.arcreccon.co.uk Enquiries to 
infoearcrecoon.co.uk or call 01452 721222

A.R.C. Ltd - specifically for Architects seeking Permanent and 
Freelance .^pointments.

The Girts' Day School Trust, with 25 schools. Is the largest group of 
independent schools in the United Kingdom. The Property Department is 
based in Victoria, London, SW1, and administers the entire Trust estate. The 
Department undertakes a continuing programme of major building iKOjects, 
representing a capital investment of many millions of pounds each year.

We are seeking a talented, enthusiastic and sett-motivated person who is 
able to work within a team, communicate effectively at all levels and assist 
with production information for major capital projects. Reporting to the 
Property Manager, Christopher JoHy RIBA, the successful carrdidate wiH 
have a sourtd Knowledge of building construction, supported by a technical 
qualification of HND in Buildirrg Studies or MBIAT. It is essential that 
candidates are CAD literate, preferably with experierKe in the use of 
Archicad software.

Lifschutz Davidson For further details and an application form, please contact:

We are seeking emhusiastic architects 
wrth 3-7 years experience to join our 
expanding studio working on a wide 
variety of challengng projects.

Thames wharf Studios 
Rainvilie Road 

London W6 9HA 
United Kingdom 
T *44 <0)20 7381 8120 
F ♦4410)20 7385 3118 
WWW kfschutzdavidson com

Morag Harty, Property Department Secretary 
The Gills' Day School Trust 

100 Rochester Row 
London, SW1P UP.

Telephone 0207 393 6686 (Direct Line) 
E-mail: m.hartv@wes.gdst.net

Please send CV and examples of work.

Closing date for applications:30th April, 2004

John Lyall Architects
Are looking for an enthusiastic architect (3 to S years post qualificatioo) with good 
design and technical skills to work on a variety of exciting projects which include 
housing and a dance centre. Microstalion ability desirable. Residential design 
experience preferred.

Send CV and examples of work to;
John Lyall Architects 
13-19 Curtain Road 
Lcmdon 
EC2A 3LT

Web: www.johnlyalUrchitects.com

Planning and Design Manager

Rushmon New Homes are an established housebuilder 

operating throughout Surrey, Kent and Middlesex.

Due to continued growth we are seeking a high calibre 

individual with a proven track record for obtaining 

Town Planning approvals for residential developments 

ranging from 2 to 50 units predominantly on 

brownfield land, with an element of mixed use.

An attractive salary and a fully expensed company car 

will be provided to the right applicant who should have 

a piQ-active approach and an eye for detail.

Candidates wishing to be part of a successful team 

should apply io writing, stating current salary, to:

Mike Bicknell 

Managing Director 

Rushmon New Homes 

Cardinal House 

7 Wolsey Road 

East Molesy 

Surrey KT8 9EL

Maslen Brennan Henshaw

Sjiv»Yor*, AccMKCtt tne Cn9ln«*«t

We are looking to recruit an additional architect for MBH, the 
successful candidate will be:
Aged 30 be RIBA part II or III qualified, good 
knowledge of Building Construction and Practice, be fully 
competent with both Auto-CAD and manual drawing, good 
design ability, experience in site supervision and a working 
knowledge of JCT Contracts, ability to works as part of a 
team and with minimum supervision, self-motivated and 
genuinely interested in Architecture and keen to take 
responsibility.
We offer a very competitive salary (dependant on 
experience and qualifications), pension scheme, car and 25 
days annual leave plus all bank holidays.

88 Church Lane, London N2 0TB 
Tel.: 020 8444 0049 Fax.; 0208883 5453 
email; enquiries®maslen-brennan co uk

^^^SHMON

NEW HOMES

A iEXINCION Ciour COMPANY

www.rushtnonhomes.co.uk

BUILDINC; MORE THAN HOMES
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o recruitment
ARCHITECTURAL

You spend more time at 
work than you do at 
home. Make sure it’s a 
place you really want to 
be. Call 01908 672 906

CONSENSUS www.consensusnrc6.ul

RECRUITMENT PIRMAN€NT POSITIONS - Malt

MH0404-54 Asiislant ArrhiMit Bucki £26,000Architectural Tec.luiir.um Centt.il Lnndui' Clo35k

Well-known practice with continually expartding portfolio 
of work seeks an architectural technologist with at least 
4 years experience. Responsible for the running of a 
number of high-quality residential projects, you will be a 
skilled Job runner, capable of taking sole responaibillty 
for projects of up to £5M in value. You will be a strong 
communicator, have excellent Autocad skills, and be 
accustomed to a fast-paced, lively team environment. 
Excellent career prospects.

Archnocdiir Msi -nt Central London Eto 30K

Need part III experience? Our client Is a leading, 
published, award-winning practice with a key vacancy 
for a talented, bright, Autocad literate individual to Join 
their busy, thriving team. Successful candidates wiii have 
at least 2 years experience, fluent Autocad skills, ar>d an 
ambitious, inquisitive outlook. The practice offers a 
generous salary, excellent part III experience, and a great 
package includirtg pension, health cover and bonuses.

Buy Aicti4«(njr*l partKt >*quim an RIBA hn 2 quaiiAed AwtUnl ArrhrtKi to ivork on a broad range 
of ResidmeuI devdopmoKa Our dimt'i pra|nts vary komtmalt one offi to largermU unit 
dewh^jmenlt and require you R> concrtiute bmh leihnically and det^ wife. Emie layout 
npenerue twould be a benefit, AutoCAD ability and UK Building Regi knowledge Is euendal.

Arc tweetktH0404.56 Bucks £32,000

Working in the commerc iai. education and rrwlmiial sMiors ynii will be oBered the oppommity to run 
projects irorn conception to lonipletKjn, manage leamt and work cloaely with clients. Our client aperam 
on AutoCAD and know ledge of this loiiware Iseifenlia! Beyond that our client if looking for you lo provide 
Individual design lokitiont. be self mollvaleci arvt able so deal with coruractual ifsues
MH0404-26
MH0404-51
MH04M-53

Senior Architect (historic) 
Architect (residential)
Senior Architect (reskleniiali

London
Surrey
Surrey

£37.000
£33.000
£36.000

CONTRACT POSITIONS - Ale* or Charmaine

Architect

Dors die opportunity lo run awanl wmnng proyeca appeal) Mufendifc^ine practice has an urgent need 
fcr a contract Afthiltci iRIBA PWl to be bai^ m Odird II is an oc^ng conpacl with every possSxliry of 
beiig pemtartem everttually. tbu MUST be ebgbfe b> svork in the UK and be in lommuting diaarvre to
Orfofd

AD0404-61 Oxford £20{^

CAO TechoKian 
Pvt II Assistanl 
Architectural Tech 
Technical Co-oedinMne 
Senior Architectural TethoKian 
Architectural Technician 
Architectural Technician 
F^rt II Assistant 
Project Architect 
Design Architect

aj9consenstishr.co.uk

R€tfn.iiMtNi SpeciAlisK to ilit ARcUiiecTUR«i Mtsmy

Bardcside House, 107-112 Leadenhall Street 
London TC3A 4AH
TH: 020 7691 2429 Fas: 020 7891 2468

AD0404-39
AD0404-37
AD0404-2S
AD0404-24
CCRO403-I94
CCRO401.I34
CCR04M-35
CCR0404-55
CCR0404-76
CGR0401-nS

Harpenden 
Cardiff 
Oxford 
SW London

C14ph
£13ph
£1Sph
£20ph
£16ph
£17ph
£15ph
£14ph
£17ph
£17ph

Kent
We have ongoing requirements for a range of staff, from 
Project Architects to Cad Technologists. To discuss your 

options in the strictest confidence, please contact: 
Saliy Winchester on 01908 672 906 or email

swinches1er@quayarchiteclure.co.iik

Choose the agency that is different. Call now for a discus
sion with someone who really understands your aspirations.

www.quayarchitecture.co.uk

Sussex 
Fast Sussex 
Cambd<%e 
London 
Sussex

Our client, an AJ 100 practice has a formidable reputation for producing high quality 
large scale schemes. Currently looking to recruit an assistant with 3 years' commercial 
experience coupled with sound technical knowledge, proficient with AutoCAD 2000 and 
Photoshop. Experience with data sheet loading and C sheets would be advantageous.

Pll Assistant
to £30k • Central London

This large successful multi-disciplinary practice is looking for a talented addition to a 
solid team. You will provide support for the team whilst producing design and 
production drawings. Experience of scheme development standards and lifetime 
homes would be advantageous. Competitive remuneration package is on offer along 
with private health care, life assurance and 25-27 days annual holiday.

Architect/Senior
Technician
to £35k « South East London

Based in an excellent barn conversion, this well established design-focused practice is 
looking for an architect with high expectations. Current projects include a £30m mixed- 
use development. You mil have a proven design record, good client liaison skills and 
be a team player with 5-10 years’ post part 3 experience.

Project Design 
Architect
to £38k • Berkshire To discuss these and other opportunities in the strictest confidence, please 

contact Leigh Maltby on 020 7202 0005 or e-mail leigh.maltby@caplta.co.uk

CapRa Business Services Limited badir^ as Capita Resourcing acting as an ampfayment agency 
and employment business'

It s amazing
r CAPITAhow much you’ll thrive.

Birmingham • Bristol • Cardiff 
London • Manchester • Southampton

Tkchnical Services (Lesodrcing

www.capltatsr.co.uk
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DmMmi

8ooldnQ6/copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 
CancelaUins 1Spm Monday

Recnatawt aaaairiiM Recruitjnent advartjsemerts h the can be 
found on our intemet racruttrrent service
MfWMi.urcerMKWi(trwtMM.cMi

Lauhe Sienoda
Tel 0S07 505 6803
Emal laune shenodaOemap com

Chain Comer
Tel OSO 7505 6737
Email charie connor^emap com

13 noon Tuesday

Part HI ArchitectPAUL KEOGH ARCHITECTS
ARCHTECTURAL TECHNICIAN 
required to join and help develop 

a small and extremely busy 
practice in Lorxlon SE1.

Must have minimum 5 years 
experience of traditional building 
construction and be proficient in 
AutoCAD / Vectorworks Current 

Workload: New and Existing 
Ecclesiastical / Community, 

Primary Health Care, Residential. 
Conservation / Sustairiable.

Short CV and covering letter to 
rm@molyarch.co.uk

! 1
'V fwiv iTConaoAMXTECTUPE. MTBVORS * URBAN DESIGN.

" Part I/Part II AssistantsRequire an architaci with good design 

skiKs to work on a range of interesting 

projects in Dubhn * throughout Ireland. wKh enthu&sz— and aAppl^i.-

iiuiiedPlease send c.v. and samplea of work to: 
1 J^«aon Place 

Dublin 2

—-jNi'r
Vert'v^ With 3D skias essential

1 00 3531 6791651 

f. 00 3531 6793476 

e.pKaOIndIgo.ls

B1 maygtaveroed - k>ndonNW$2EG • phone 020 7329 9132

h kma re ha sol. CO m
www.kkmarcMlecta.com

UALEolGLAMORGAN

UCD
DIRECTORATE OF FINANCE. ICT AND PROPERTY g 

CYFARWYDDWRL AIG CYLLID.TGC AC EIDDO

• Computer Aided Design 
Technician

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
An Coldiste OUscoile Baile Atha CHalh

Faculty of Engineering 
AND Architecture

School of Architecture

Lectureship in Architecture
(CONSKIA ATION )

(Ref: 001S89)

IUp to £20.469 pa

Reporting to the Group Engineer you will be required to 
provide ctnnprehensivc CAD drawings (with archiiectural 
bias) in supp^ of the Consultancy Design Group using latest 

CAD software.
Primarity working in the Architects' Group as part of a multi 
disciptinary team, you will provide a full range of technical 
and professional duties associated w ilh design practice for 
building works to ensure that assigned work is carried out to 
prc^iamme and w ithin budget.

' Proven experience in CAD design with a suitable CAD 
qualincatkm (aichitectuxal) along with eiqxfience in 

t architectml work isesseniial. Post Reference: FS/PR024 

(fyou require any further information or wi^ (o discuss the 
post please contact Gareth Disscti on 01446 709723.

Applications arc invited for a full-time academic post in the School of 
Ardiitecture in the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture. The appointee 
B expected to be actiw in research and to cmitribute to the teaching 
pn^aimnes of the Schtvol at undergraduate and postgraduate level. Through 
this appointment the Schtxil wishes to develc^ its reseauh in the conservation 
of buildings and urban areas, and its teaching prt^painmes in conservation and 
in related areas such as architectural history or sustainable development.
The succewftil candidate will have a dsKtoral degree m architecture or a 
cognate discipline (or be at an advanced stage of study at this level) and a 
significant rccorti of research/publication in the field architectural 
conservation. The candidate will, if not herself/himself an architect, 
demonstrate established experience of collaboration with architects and other 
specialists in the conservation of buildings and/or urban areas. The successful 
candidate will have experience of teaching at third level.

Salary: €30,086 - €71,814 per annum - new entrants.
Appointment on the scale will be nude commensurate with qualifications 

jficl experience
closing date: 12 Noon Monday 17 May 2004.

Rir further information please contact:

Personnel Department,
University College Dublin,
Delfield, Dublin 4, Ireland.
Tel: (01) 716 1412 
Fax: (01) 269 2472 
Email; Personnel(a ucd.ie

S, ^ J-

y(

Application forms are available by telephoning the Recruitment 
H answerphone on 01446 444091 or 444092 or the Minkom on

01446 444042. Please respect the fact that the Minkom should only 
be used by people with hearing dHRculdes.

S Altemativefy you can log on to our website www.valeo€gUmorgan.gmr.ul( || 

^ Closing date: Thursday 6 May 2004

ri»< mifce of ifet CmwB, *tal|i «r WdUinly ilki|i^i ikt unMtw.
nw twacS knrSW^ ta bKoocai Owiiiliiillll
nga« B> ^it. pimi— fcf iiii M nj M se-ti— —hwh «>t wiwi

»

Lkw'<' I
i /Vd/idwaf Vulversiiy oflrehmti,

ARCHITECTS IN RHONE-AEPES, PRANCE lift) IS KWt'AI. OIM’tlim'MTIKS EMI'1.0YKH

One of France's largest archiieaural praaices is seeking aidiicccts ro work across its current 
range of projects in Healthcare. Urbanism. Rccail. Industry ami ihc public sector. You should 
have some post-qualification experience, preferably in hospital des^n. and be fluent in the 

of CAD. A good grasp of the French language is also desirable. Our offices are 
situated in « city which is acknowledged as a centre far research, with high-quality schooling 
at all levels, wiihin an hour of an internatkma] airpon St F.xupery) and close to 
of the finest skiing in the world. All comribuic to a high quality of life. Quality in design is 
also a constant preoccupation and we look to recruit architects who share out enthusiasm 

and aspiration.

HAZLE McCORMACK YOUNG
use

some W» m aMkJng 2 quolM •rcNNcta In Mti our Tuntxtdg* Woto wid CoTMrbuy otices b 
•saW wHh on Morootng woridoad of hoiMlng. oduMBonoL 9«gM nooda and comtiwctal projoctt.

Canddataa aiwi*j hm skong daaign tWr arith aoiaid tocfrical knowladga and expailance or AutoCAD.

Pisiii aand your CV in tia Brat t iManea lo rkJnIi@tiuiy.Lii oom

ivwwJiiWlt.coen
Rease settd your CV and ^ompanying letter explaining why you would wish to work for m to: 

Nathalie I'icttc 
GROUPF. 6

98 Cours de li libation 
BP 2536 
38035

grf>iobi.f; <t.dex 2
France IIWY
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recruitment;

Architectural CAD Technician 
Vac Ref 0404-40 Permanent up to gruGflY}iTD

i Hcm*. Eai>
South Somerset is a large District subject to consider^ 
development pressure. Set in varied, high quaMy landscape between 
the Somerset Levels and Moors, the Blackdown Hills ^ the Dorset and 
Wiltshire Downs, the area has an outstanding environment containing historic 
market towns, 85 conservation weas, 4500 fested buildings, nationally renowned 
parks and gardens and the growir^ regional cenbe of Yeovil.

REGENERATION AND LAND USE GROUP

Principal Design Officer
£25.450-£27,420 pa
Raising the design quality of all new development in South Somerset is our 
objective. A skilled and enthusiastic Architect or Urban Designer, your primary role 
vrill be to provide a detailed, handson design advisory service to he^i deliver the 
quality of development we aspire to.
You will act as a mentor to the development control service to improve design 
understanding and awareness, and negotiate on all aspects of design, from broad 
master planning and layouts down to the level of architectural details. As part of a 
small, professional and muttkiisciplined team, you wi provide rap^, clear, 
practical design ads^e on architectural and ur^n and vilage design, landscape 
architecture, and natural and biit environment conservation.
Wfbi good written and graphic skis and a practical understanding of the way 
development can be improved through good design, ywj must be flexible, 
self-motrvated and aUe to manage a wide caseload under pressure. You should be 
a member erf an appropriate professional body and have proven experience in a 
design advisory capacity.
For an informal discussion, please contact Adron Duckwwth on (019351462652.

Application forms and job descriptions are available from Human Resources, 
South Somerset District CouncH, The CourKH Offices,
Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2KT. Tel. (01935)
462153 (24 l^r answerphone) or look on our website 
under vacancies. Closing date: 14 May 2004.

This client based in Central London is seeking keen and self 
motivated candidates to work iwtdtin a team envvor¥nent 
producing information for clients. Successful candidates 
wNl have a sound knowledge of UK construction practices and 
regulations supported by being MBIAT qualified. AJI candidates 
need to be CW ide^ in ArcN-CAO ^though they are 
prepared to cross tr^ suitaLrie applicants from other packages.

V^^CV^2 6A1
w oiTte
572WI 

Fox:0178S 
578609 Of 

tinai:
tiinon.doonO 

fdrocrvilmeftr.co lA
Ref; 553

OEWI EVANS ARCHITECTS 
SWANSEA

A smaH busy award winning practice require an enthusiastic architect or experienced 
technician to work on a variety ol projects including historic buildings. 

Potential for long term prospects.
Salary dependent on experience 

Apply in writing with a CV to:
151 St Helen's Road Swansea SA1 4DF 

www.dewievans.com

SENIOR ARCHITECT
Urgently needed to manage small Design Team of a busy practice in West 
London. Mixed workload of reskfential/educational/listed buikfing types. 
AutoCAD skills essential.

Part-time appointment would be 
considered.
Apply in writing with CV to; Johnston & Mather

Essex Lodge
Barnes High Street

London SW13 0LW
Tel; 020 8878 6663
Email; mail@johnstonmather.com MVESToa n fBoru

WWW. south somerset, gov.uk

Project AfclittKt > Contral London - to £ao/hr

Thh small centraliy located architectural practice urgenlty require a Project Architect to work 
on mUed-use pioiects. You must have at least 7 years post part 3 experience, proficiency on 
AutoCAD, and be a goodaUxOBOter. Short term contract. Ref Ag$3ii
RIBA III Architect - Central London - circa E^ok pa
Our Mierd, a top performing UK praetke, is looking for an Architect to join their team. This role 

lit least s years post qtaMkation experience, nueesy in AutoGkD and large scale 
tenil experience. Knowledge of Shopping Centre projects Is an advantage for this hands on 
role. With potential to become an Associate this role offers amaring opportunities for the right 
candklale.RefAR^

Design Architect > Central London - circa C3sk pa
F iriting nm opportunity to jom a design wtented aHhicctural praetke. They are Making for 

' ’ ' with a strong Comrnercial background aiKf outstanding desigfl &
communication aoilitin. AatoCAD skills ammatietend the ability to run a project from 
inteplion through to completion, ief AR3
Project Architect - London - to fao/hr

CSaafished praetke near Liverpool Street uigenily seeks a job running Architect with 3-5 years 
PP3 experience who has a desire to work with Historic buildings. Vectorworks essential. 6 
months conlracHeading to a permanent |)OSition for the right candidate. Ref ARe

Project Architect - Hertfordahlre - te £ao/hr

Ou< dm is an tjanu«>MM« pfmHet, bai any corvnute of Krngs Cross, they 
cuweady require a Project Architect with PFI experience to work on Education projects. The 
SMgewhrt candidate. wM be profkient on AutoCAD and have the abHity to job run and produce 
teaMirig drawmgs. long term cetenct available and great offke location. Ref AR5309
Architect <- South London - to CjsK pa

Our Client, an established, mediunsuect praetke based In South London, is looking for an 
Aichitetl with a minlmuTn of 2 years post Part 3 experience. Candidates must be competent In 
job running, design work and AutoCAD. Experience of working on luxury projects in the 
ReMtekUsKl riimaiti Ini sector an adwmtage. Ref AR4

fast^ Ut i
PtCmUITMtNT lIMITtO

i
t: 023 8033 4444 f; 023 8033 5555 e: arch@faststream.co.uk www.faststream.co.uk
y/if
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Boaiiwi
Bcxitsngs/copy SpmMcnday 
Artvwrtc 
CancBltations 13pm Monday

RKraitBenl Mviirin
Charlie Corrar
Tel. 020 7505 6737
Email: cheriie.comor^emap.com

Recnjrtmait adwertisements in the AJ can be 
(bund on our intemet recruitment service
www.umrsincoB*tnietian.cein

Laurie Sienoda 
Tel: 0207 505 6803 12 roon Tuesday
Email: lauhe shenodad^nap com

Win the talent war 
@ Interbuild 2004Foster and Partners

architects and designers
in BroMrn at Interbuild stand BOA In Hall t9,Coma

NEC, Birmingtiam from April 26th‘2eth.Architects
[nidFor

Ambitious and talented post Part 2 and qualified architects with a 
variety of experience are required to work on a range of exciting 
projects based in our London office.

Applicants should be CAO proficient and preferably have a working 

knowledge of Microstation.

Architect
Listed inthetDptenoftheAJlOO practices, this design consultancy has a formidatile 
r^Hitation for producing high quality, Emura-miMon designs. They are currently looking 
to recruit an ambitious Architect with upwards of 2 years'post part iU experience. Tbu will 
become part of a team delivering a range of retail, healthcare and education projects, as 
well as running your own smaller projects. Ybu must have strong CAO skills, proven 
design ability and a desire to work amongst the besti 
Sbiart Jones • 0161 633 6500 • Ref: 53623

Manchester • E25-29K + bens

Associate Central London • c£40k 
If your ambition is to be an Associate in a practice that is a market leader in the 
PH/heatthcare sectors then read on, because this is your opportunity! Not only a market 
leader in large-scale healbicve projects, Induding Integrated care facilities, community 
hospitals and mental he^ facilities, our dient is one of the UK’s top 100 architectiny 
practices. We seek an ambitious achiever who can demonstrate success and a proven 
history h the design and construction of significant healthcare and hoepitd projects 
along with other complex building schemes. Ibu will be responsible for mana^ 
multiple projects, some in excess of E20m and leading a number of teams 
simultaneously. The role will also encompass business and dent development, businees 
presentations and the conrmunication of design concepts to diente atxl staff THs is an 
innovatTve and modem practice with a significant edge in providing a contemporary and 
social culture wtw have a (tro-active approad to employee development 
Ian Whitear • 0^ 7309 1302 • Ref; 40794

Fluency in a European language, in particular Spanish, Italian or 

Dutch would be advantageous.

Only applicants who meet the above criteria will be considered for 

these positions.

If you would like to apply for one of these positions, please forward 
your CV and representative samples of your work (no larger than A4)

to:

Robin Panrucker
Training and Recruitment Co-ordinator 
Foster and Partners, River^de Three 
22 Hester Road, London SWl 1 4AN

We have lots more gsnulne 
vacanctos on our website, 
visit www.tdenbrown.com 

EimH: e&mOedtflbrowfl.com

edenbrouun

Eden Brewn promotes diversity in the workplace
Website: www.fosterandpartners.com

Bristol 0117 910 3800 Birmingham 0121 685 8700 Leeds 0113 394 0133 
London 020 7309 1300 Manchester 0161 833 6500 WWW.edenbfOWn.COm

John McAsian + Partners are seeking enthusiastic 
and talented architects to join their Manchester studio, 
working on a variety of new residential, education and 
masterplanning projects.

O
^With us you’ll 

only get what 
you deserve

Al BRT Vfc tIonT jos1 pro\irir Itv liesl 
o|ipor1kHiitirs. wf irwki’ sivt' tlwl Ihi'ij 
diP llio IksI nppotlLXHiiri fni ijoti

Wr'II qivr ijmi dll Ihf expr*'! 
qiMidTHr ^cHi need to m.Af UKf 
UOi» <dfrei « the best pC can l>e.

TECHNICAL CO-ORDINATOR
with direct experience of managing technically complex 
large-scale projects ensuring the coordination and delivery 
of design and tender packages to programme.

CD
eUi2 COWWW.bill.CO.uk

PROJECT ARCHITECTS
with exceptional design skills and a sound knowledge of 
construction detailing and the ability to run projects from 
inception to completion.

PTII / ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS
or experienced technician within an existing design 
based practice with at least 3*4 years of experience.

Microstation proficiency and knowledge of Quark 
and Photoshop essential.

Please send CV, plus covering letter and A3 examples 
of work to:

Senior CAD Technician +
Hertfordshire■j^o £32,000 + Benefits

^ Rdptdly~^panding private practice seeks a Senior CAO Technician 

with to ye*-s' experierKe across the boaiiJ. You will have extensive 
kiwwledge of current building regulations. AutoCAD and be a job 
rurvier with design flair, in addition, gou will ideaUg have worked 

with the commefctal. industrial arxl leisure sectors. An excellent career 
opporfonily to develop within a mulfi-rndostry client based graetke. 
Simon Brady 8603 i8t8 Q sbradyiSbbf.co.uk. "

CD

C/9
Architect ^’1

To £35.000 + Beneflts_- Surrey
• * A determined and arrrtiitious job running Architect is required by 

one of the UK's fastest growing practices. To work on mix«l-use 

devdepaents specifKally on residentidl and retail schemes. You must 
be fully AutoCAD literate including )0 capabilities coupled with a 'can 

do' altitude.
Simon Brady Qo20 8603 1818 Q sbradySbbt.cojjk^^^g wng

Tony Skipper,
John McAslan + Partners 
St John’s House,
2-10 Queen Street 
Manchester, M2 5JB 
www.mcaslan.co.uk

»S4beresford blake Ihomas
global reach local focus

pap*Lr
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recruitment

competitions UCD
Adrem Recruitment Limited 
41-42 Foley Street 
London W1W7TS 
T:020 7436 1616 
www.adrem.uk.com

Details of RIBA-approved 

competitions are available 
from the RIBA Competitions 
Office,6 Melbourne Street, 

Leeds LS2 7PS,tel 0113 234 

1335, fax 0113 2460744, 
email riba.competitions 

@mail. riba.org

ARCHITECTURE
architecture@adrem.uk.comUNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

/4n Co/disie Olhcoile Baile Atha Clialk

Faculty of Engineering 
AND Architecture

School of Avrchitecture 

Lectureship in Architecture 
(Architectural Technologies)

(Ref: 001S88)

HOTDESK
hotdesk@adrem.uk.com

INTERIORS
interiors@adrem.uk.com

THE ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL 

DESIGN COMPETITION 
The Prince’s Foundation, in 

association with The Armed 
Forces MemorialTrust,is inviting 

teams of architects, sculptors 
and landscape architects to 
design a new national memorial 
to the men and women of the 

UK Aimed Forces killed on duty 

or as a result of terrorist action 
since the end of the Second 

World War.For information and a 
briefing pack contact Lt Col 

Richard Callandar,tel 020 7305 

2893/2894,email 
richard.callander@forcesmemor 

iai.org.ukor visit 
www.forcesmemor1al.org.uk. 
Closing deadline for expressions 

of interest is 16 July.

PRODUCT
product@adrem.uk.com

GRAPHICS
graphics@adrem.uk.com

ADMIN SOLUTIONS 
adminsolutions@adrem.uk.comApplications are invited for a iiill-time academic post in the School of 

Architecture in the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture. The appointee 
is expected to be active in research and (o contribute to the teaching 
programmes of the School at undergraduate and postgraduate level.Through 
this appointment the School widies to develop its teaching and research 
programmes in Architectural Technok^es with an emphasis on sustainaNe 
design.
The successful candulate will have a doctoral degree in architecture or a 
cognate discipline (or be at an advanced stage of study at this level) and a 
si^ificam reconl of research/publication in the field of architectural 
technology and/or sustainable design. If not an architect, the successful 
candidate wiU have esublished ciroericnce of collaboration with architects in 
the procurement/construction of buildings, and have experience of teaching 
at third level.
Salary: €30,086 - €71,814 per annum - new entrants.

Appointment on the scale will be made commensurate with qualifications 
and experience.

Closing date: 12 noon Monday 17 May 2004.

For further information please contact:

Personnel Department,
University College Dublin,
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland.
Tel: (+353 1) 716 1412 
Fax: (+353 1) 269 2472 
Email: Personnel(a ucd.ie

Adrem Recruilment Limited 
41-42 Foley Street 
London W1W 7TS 
T: 020 7436 1616
E: .
www.adrem.uk.com

Contact Delwar Hossain
or Richard Bell
for contract vacancies

fi.L
THE FUTURE OF LEISURE 
PROVISION IN REDBRIDGE 
The London Borough of 
Red bridge is inviting proposals 
for the development and 

refurbishment of new and 

existing leisure facilities.The 
closing date for submissions is 
25 April.Visit www.redbridge. 

gov.uk, or email nigel.burch@ 
redbridge.gov.uk

Prisma \
Njliimal I'tiiivrsily of IrehuiJ, Diihliii

t'CD IK AN EQUAL OFI*ORTf.VITIES K.MPLOYER

:a
I

A London based design onented office wiVi wied votumes oT work overseas requires the 
foiowing:

• Pan-Three Architect ■ Design orienleted kx developing initial ideas and participating m 
competitions.

• Experienced mature architect with particular intarest In detailing and producing we* 
co-ordinaited construction drawings.

Please forward Curricuim Vitae's to:

u
« 100’s of Jobs Online ”

e>
Architecture, Interiors c

& Facilities “

Prisma RecruibnentUd ^

Q. WaNon House. 93-95 High St 3
Bromley, KeN BR11JW 

^ Tel; 0208 3131414 

^ sam.kayBpri$ma-recniitment.com o

«d

s«A
RAF CONINGSBlf AIRCRAFT 

MAINTENANCE HANGAR
Defence Estates is inviting 

submissions for the design and 
construction of a new eight-bay 

maintenance hangarfor 
Typhoon aircraft on an existing 

greyfield site.The building will 

include support facilities. Email 

pravina.amershi@de.mod.uk.

Nabil Fanous Architseta 
3 Cambridge Court 

210 Shepherds Bush Road 
London W6 7NL

Tel: 020 7 603 8224 Fax: 020 7 603 2890 
Email: nf.architectsebtintemet.corn

r>

B

1/1 ARCHITECT A TECHNKT.AN fDEVON)
I-
u Reqelred by biiiy. frieedl). rtpaedlng 

prsctkt. CetbiatiaMk and tdf-iB«(ivsl«d to

Mork oa a variety’ sf iatrmtieg
commercial aed domestic projects.

Conservolion experience an advantage. 
Architect minlmuin S years experience. 

Technician minlnium 3 yean experience 

Anloead skiHs essential.

I-
XDUNDEE PPP FOR SCHOOLS

Submissions are invited by 
Dundee City Council for the 

design and construction of one 

secondary and six primary 
schoerfs, and the refurbishment 
and extension of one 
secondary. Visit 
www.dundeecity.gov.uk, or 
email gillian.rosspond@ 
dundeecity.gov.uk.

U
Architect Qt;

<
Wa are lookir^ for an ArcMed fo work wthin our award-winnmg, 
madiunt-sized practica Vanad and interesbng workload.

You must:
• be eoergebc and imaginatrva with axceleni deaign tfxkbas
• have ai least 3 years post Part III job-tunning exparianca

H
00 If yoB are seeking a rcHardiag cballengc 

niih career prospects ttilhia a gnmlag 

practice and a good qaaUly of tile in the 

lonlh nest, please apply with C\ to;

□C

X

DAVID RANDEI.I. ARCHITECTSPlease send your CV to John Hancock, Director 
Brocklehurst Architects
15 High StraeL West Wycombe, Buckinghamahire HP14 3AE 
E: architectsObrocMehimaLcom 

W: www.brocUehuratcom

u THE STl'DIO, 7 W JLI.IA.M STREET. 

TIVERTON. DEVON EX16 6BJoa: (No Agencies)CO
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^ recruitment

Manchester Vacancifts

ArcMecbJral Techncien 
Wk Ref 0404-23

Ur dvt ■ locMng to vrfiloy •>/MiMcue fedncimUh to MM Sywn tipac^ hwil» 
rieiTTnii | e—TMenro itmn t •!-■■- nirtanf m-m»~nrtTiirm TTiiriWri 
muM b* Mito to dwnonMa U-fonj MiMif 9id be wMang • naw cTMtong*. TM dM • uMo^g a 
CMdaii who can demrewe « add eew iWory rd one who Is eiepeed to cerriT* to re Fre*ce
tr rw tiwnrCM kMlw

Seriof Arcti'tectutii Tecfwecian 
\teRefM09-S4

ne large peclKweeeaktog in Aitfeactnlfehriiaan. TheyaretoakiigKMrcloyaiMkMiwhDcen 
Miuie>MBaaaMc«eerhWpfy wtt5*)—8tipiaclo»MipailMioe TlMvee^feeh^otMigtofeiU 
ontot who • of Mtoig tot ^orntf nnwig’ «Mh good buUtog legdMxn knooUdgi ato
AutoCAD A daoe lor Ik wqV / cD-onfceaan aid dal toaon woid Mk> be a banal T>a 
piad«* *o opeMii I laMiB wotong eti iqM 0FpciV*ii polcy.

Senior ArchitBCI 
VteRaf0403«

lTiilapigeetaOekd|uMou>aiii^itorlTinrteQiwilirieMiingaSatotA(ohitoctT>ayae Wa^jlcr 
aeadOMnitoocendBiuelBtoieolOeaeahatorYweriMMMSyeaipoelpaOiKpaarcea At 
a praace tey ae loeklig tor canddaH# with atoa oonnrakin itojalaice arto / or urban 
tegenaeUon sqmaica. A natore and itniMninnil Mdtode to wok • reguind Morg with ihi w4 to taki 
your cana to tie nad Age The pnbce Mto ctoBTHM a lafbla wcdang and adk °f¥citintaa poiqi

North West \fecancies

[•fSIVPermanent to C2SK

executive career managc^ment

Contract t20pti

I 9 AbbOCiAlt

Central London 
up to £55,000 (-h large company benefits)

IHi fispul d

PannananI E30K

■■ !.h-l U f 

n ...IvOlplaf

We're looking for an influential, persuasive, Associate 
level Architect to complement this aggressively 
expanding PFI Education team; a talented individual 
who shares a vision for innovation and 
business development within the constraints of the 
PFI market place.

The Role;

You will manage, develop and implement 
strategies to ensure proposed development 
programmes meet exacting design, service, 
financial and performance targets - especially 
within
frameworks. Quite simply: you will take 
ownership of the planning cycle: from 
pre-qualification through preferred bid 
status to completion.

The person;

• You'll be a post qualified Architect with 6-10 
years' experience in practice - and solid 
job-running experience 
(primary and secondary level) Educational 
design / planning.

• A motivator, you'll inspire others, drive 
change and encourage a uncompromising 
client-focused culture. With customer empathy 
and design awareness, you'll also be a 
conceptual thinker with independence of 
thought, a high degree of skill in setting 
standards of excellence and the personality 
and persuasion to secure buy-in from colleagues.

In short, this is an opportunity for an ambitious 
Architect to use their insightful knowledge of the 
PFI Education marketplace - and their commercial, 
strategic and communication skills - to achieve key 
targets in a challenging public environment.

This is a high profile challenge; so, as a natural 
leader, you should be looking to grasp this serious 

career move now.

t-■

Architoct 
Wc Ref 0404-29

rha tnrt nmign<toMTT niakn y ■ aMong aiuiiiiauM/Mnar aiMact to tuivi'a’l toar' 
aMng tovn. BsMd to taw BtocMun. ijncMi: or CartMA cAcaa toa otoddMa wi play a kay nk a (: 
dHignar wttwi the Bto4Bcb.ni toam noAong wSwi toe ■onaettm aapanran toa canddMt M aaalM 
on dnign todudrig ftadbity and JataHad designa tor bcdi pi^ aecter and prhala aector 
(.uiaitoawu. The BaMtancMMawl belJycorr.atMnl to AutoCAD and have ectoeriatoca of aab*ii 
ctawi-ga l» Part 8 mkirMinn la a maa along w» Mam wcrtdng and MBpenanal Ma Tha 
cantoHa tnto Mae be matoiDua and accuMa to tw aMtoda to wok

AicWtochgat Tectinicton 
Vkc Ref 0404-30

A lege hgh paedto prcpeity corauktocy ie laMwg ArehitoctaB iadaicew to be baaed to etoctoun,
LancakccrCeMe Ca iilikaaa wliikiatoj pkyalieytolekaiktakratoaitoaatoktofkkkt 
A1 candUaa wl ba aapectod to podjca werting 41W119 lor coratoicaan icr boto pLtolc eacler ani 
erriakaector cormaaMora. The Meal rnni1rliaiwabak*y AutoCADIkkliwBiMlBMlatoPNC/HNC 
to bulking wdh 2-3 yvn ttloky enpenenoe. MemCartoip d 9AT would bt (raleiaba. Tha cvadkkk 
(wk ba aUt to work wkwi a kam anvRnmenI rd be tok to td tk graund lUtoing'.

Wsst MkSands ^tacancy

PanwkwntESQK

KfCeUlMdH 

PWGeVJlTD 

W 01788 

572841 

Fox: 01788 

578609

Tnoko Houae, EoM 

Union Si,
Permanent C2S-3DK Wixits CV22 6AJ

ParmsientC2D-2SK

recommendedgovernment

ArcMIecto / IteMciara 
Vkc Ref 0404-35

Uy dkni a a Ruk-ali enckea baaad to MtoMhampaon wki an kMMda BbuMvi gvBd totoat a g —CfnOir
ruTto* or aeden; tBy ka itow aakmg *> toka of anMaOuik aWr. wAh ktokart AticCAD Mi and 
tB abSy to Ato jebi. Uiky ycu w4 hM a backgounl to ta RaM lador. but tfae B rat ettatBM aa tB 
dkrt a hagpy to croea-nti irem ctBr aackn. ThB k a good opficttontty to jdn a lettdtog UK boaad 
AjcWkcitiial ftacbca.

ainondaanO

IrdiacruHmenl.co uk

.9

111^
• i

1Architectural
Recruitment

especially in

Spec|Rlisi^ .

rohitects), ^ - flPS
a/pambridgesFiire. 
id professionalai require a strong 
Ih^re team. Wrtl have 7* years 
toCAD skills 
ood salary

If.:.

3:
£35k - £40k, Bedford 
A learn of highly rnq 
intellectual candidate to 
experience and post Pp 
tial. Vector works essei>0

but not essen-
tnershlp prospects

Archft ijtlvral TechMian,
£37k ■ £40k, SuffolKi
An established and leatri in conset
flare, seek an ambitiou^ ^K^tafanled ar
conservation experience ,^IoCad and^Nfector works essential. 
Post Pt3 desirable but iqt 'necessary. Good txmus and salary 
prospects.

ition, wfth contemporary 
technician with

ArchM^tviral 
£32k - €35k. NorfoUtfr >
A prestpgioqs c6fiH»ny mainly work wfth the tjouBing and
healthcare sectors reguim *^n architechtfal technician with a 
willingness to succeed. wtMcaJ^^rk as an individijal and as one of 
a teem.^ You ^wiV have’Post PT3 quaBffgalion a 
exp^irver^, G<^ salary and teneflts packed.

, Anahitoot,'^^, ,

£36K -£3Bk, ^
.^C#i^dge b6Ved practice are seeking the ideal cppl|date to who 
.. pan make ^ seripud aivHrifKJttofl Jfo the ctympapi^
*'standard «%4qui»ity Ym^ilt be AutflicAi

^ experience
of tinkef GOQd’ttUsry prospects r

Techhieibn

7+ year’si
PIc.isc reply, in strictest confidence, with full career 
antf current salary details, quoting reference SE014 
to: David Fokes, SIV Executive, Winchester House, 
2S9-269 Old MarylelxTiie Road, London NWl SRA. 
Tel: 0207 170 4233 or eniail: david.fokes@siv.co.uk

To find our more about this - and other Executive 
positions please go to www.siv.co.uk

al of high 
P Ittei^te,an4

me<
• j,kiaflit(

Ai’S Hecruitmciit I iniiluti 11 Wclluigioii ( mill 
('amhriilpe ' CBI III/ 

t; (OI22.t) 4M0-1U l; |Hl J2.3I 
e ke\ inm iips-rccniilmcnt.eo.iik

www.slv.co.uk0207 170 4233
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Window dressing in, say, his pictures of churches - especially 
the almost arbitrary resort to heightened 
colour. While colour can completely trans
figure a scene {Van Gogh), with Piper it’s 
often window dressing; presumably a way 
of making a routine sketch seem more 
‘interesting’ or daring.

There are further problems when Piper 
adopts a larger format and paints in oil, for 
he appears to have little affinity with that 
medium. There is no pleasure in looking at 
these works up dose; like backdrops for a 
play, they’re effective enough at a distance, 
and this theatrical ity seems the key to Piper’s 

success. No wonder 
he designed so much 
for the stage, his sets 
for Britten’s opera 
Death in Venice being 
among his best- 
known.

One painting on 
display includes a pre
historic menhir and a 
figure carved on chalk 
downland - motifs 
that appealed also to 

Piper’s contemporaries, Paul Nash and Eric 
Ravilious, as the English landscape (and 
‘Englishness’) was threatened in the run-up 
to the Second World War. But both Nash and 
Ravilious reach a deeper level with their art 
than Piper, making images that can’t be 
reduced to words, and with a spareness that 
captures the ‘spirit of place’ more readily 
than Piper’s florid cliches.

Mowl’s point still stands: Piper’s AR 
pieces hold up well, given his eye for the 
quirky, the vernacular, and the ruinous; but 
he was an indifferent artist who spread his 
talents thin.

ANDREW MEAD

John Piper 1903-1992: international Artist, Local Hero 
At the Museum of Reading, Blagrave Street, Reading, until 5 June

One purpose of Timothy Mowl’s contentious 
book Stylistic Cohi Wars: Betjeman versus 
Pevsner was to highlight John Piper’s impact 
on architectural culture just before, during, 
and after the Second World War. There was 
his work on the topographical Shell Guides, 
his spell as a War Artist recording bombed 
buildings, and his essays, photographs and 
illustrations for The Architectural Review. The 
subjects of those AR pieces were various: 
pubs, colour in architecture, Stonehenge,
Pugin’s The Grange, and ‘the nautical style’, 
to mention just a few. As the 60 or more 
exhibits in this Reading show demonstrate,
Piper exploited many 
media loo, with water
colours, oils, prints, 
photographs, ceramics, 
stained glass windows, 
tapestries and designs 
for the stage. He was 
immensely fluent and 
prolific -- but was he 
any good?

Piper certainly said 
the right things: ‘My 
aims in painting are to
express a personal love of country and archi- scapes of the early 19th century, 
lecture and the humanity which inhabits 
them’(1950); he sought to capture‘the spirit 
of the place in lime, not just the representa
tion of the place’(1963). On the evidence of property’s owner. Piper was concerned 
this current exhibition, though, there was a more to ingratiate than illuminate, and so 
gap between intention and achievement; the played safe; but the same mannerisms recur

‘spirit of place’ is in short supply.
If it’s anywhere, it’s in three Welsh land

scape watercolours from the 1940s. In 
Snowdonia, the foreground boulder rhymes 
with the cwm-enclosing peak behind, both 
defined by a scratchy ink line, and colour 
is subdued - predominantly greys and 
browns. In its som
bre depiction of 
wild surroundings 
and its conservative 
idiom, It would 
hang easily beside 
Romantic land-

r
Above: Snowdonia, 

1940s. Left: Bawsey 
Church.Norfolk,

1983, with Piper's 
heightened colour

Wtm-■s ^

But architectural subjects here fare less 
well. Perhaps, given that his country house 
paintings were often commissioned by the

J

if one built workin particular was instrumental toZaha Hadid's recent 

Pritzker Prize success it must be her Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art 

in Cincinnati,whlch opened last yearto much critical acclaim. With 
drawings, models, and photographs in both colour and black and white by 

Paul Warcholand Helene Binet,the building is presented with considerable 
flair inZoha Hadid:Space for Art (Lars Miiller Publishers, £30). The image 
above is by no means the most striking in the book but it is the one that best 
shows the urban context with which Hadid deftly contends.

• ?•
■i.-
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UntitMd tetrahtdron + 1 cube* 1 octahedron 

s / dodecahedron), 2000

man Foster’s Law Faculty building. Two 
works, Peeled City I and both 2002, offer 
another take on the re-presentation of 
architecture and the city. In these - a series 
of colour photographs - simple three- 
dimensional paper models of New York 
skyscraper-like buildings are dissected by 
scalpel until they lie dispersed and flat on the 
floor, like reverse origami.

In his catalogue essay, Rob Tulhell su^ests 
that Csorgo’s work recalls the activities of the 
amateur artistyscientists of the 17th century, 
'when art was presented and catalogued 
alongside technology’. That is a helpful com
parison, but even more intriguing is the 
manner in which the work consistently con
trives to make mathematics visible and, in 
that sense, is original and contemporary.

In Spherical Vortex, 1999, a machine 
rapidly revolves a simple torch bulb in a 
combination of three prescribed rotations. 
These are captured photographically to pro
duce precise, complex and beautiful images. 
Two other pieces, Occurrence Graph I and II, 
both take the form of overlapping black 
plastic discs upon which are apparently ran
dom, irregular incisions. When rotated at 
speed and illuminated from behind, howev
er, these generate images of, in one case, a 
perfect equilateral triangle and, in the other, 
of the leminscate of Bernoulli - the symbol 
for infinity.

The absolute climax of the show is found 
in two remarkable structures. Untitled (1 
tetrahedron + J cube + I octahedron = I icosa
hedron), 1999, and Untitled (I tetrahedron + 
I cube + J octahedron = 1 dodecahedron), 
2000. In these, slender iron frames support 
astonishing assemblies of wooden dowel, 
pieces of square section timber, strings, 
clamps, pulley wheels, weights, washers and 
electric motors that slowly and precisely 
transform three constituent geometrical fig
ures into a single form - an icosahedron in 
one, a dodecahedron in the other - and back 
again. The contrast between the complexity 
and apparent absence of order in the appara
tus and the precision of the geometrical 
process is enthralling.

It is a remarkable mind that can see and 
make visible these connections of art and 
science. I urge all with an interest in this 
issue to make their way to Kettle’s Yard.
Dean Hawkes is an architect in Cambridge
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Get connected
DEAN HAWKES

AttMa Csdrgo: Platonic Love
At Kettle's Yard, Castle Street, Cambridge, until 9 May

To visit Altila Csorgo’s exhibition at Kettle’s 
Yard is like entering an enchanted labora
tory. Everywhere there are pieces of strange 
apparatus that, in one way or another, are 
either performing enigmatic exp>eriments or 
stand in juxtaposition with the empirical 
facts that they have recorded.

After crossing the threshold, the first 
works that we encounter, Semi-Space, 2001, 
take the form of clear acrylic hemispheres, 
upon which are printed delicate images of 
urban horizons. Standing on illuminated 
bases these evoke something of the experi
ence of a camera obscura, where the familiar 
is rendered strange. Nearby, the apparatus 
that records these images is a wonderfully

explicit representation of the process that it 
performs. No metaphorical ‘black box’ this, 
even though its actual case, consciously or 
unconsciously, is black.

At the other end of the show we find the 
latest manifestation of this methodology, 
Orange-Space, 2004, in which a new ‘kinetic 
camera’ that also stands by its outputs has 
taken the process a step further to produce 
fuU-field spherical images. These are printed 
on continuous paper strips that, in a reversal 
of the process of peeling an orange, wrap 
back to form a sphere. The three images on 
show were all produced in Cambridge in a 
few days before the exhibition opened and 
include a remarkable panorama inside Nor-
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review

Capital gain regation, and the more seemingly relaxed 
attitude in Asmara that produced 25,000 
mixed-race children, is never teased out.

Only when we get to the section on the 
buildings themselves, a series of 89 descrip
tions of buildings designed between 1889 
and 1991, with accompanying photographs, 
tiny comparative archive images and surviv
ing drawings, does the full wonder of the 
place begin to emerge. The Eritrean govern
ment has bravely established a Cultural 
Assets Rehabilitation Project for the country 
in partnership with the World Bank. In the 
case of Asmara it has designated an enor
mous conservation area over much of the 
city. This may seem something of a luxury for 
one of the poorest nations in the world, and 
after the trauma of five decades of war, but 
there is evidence that the people of Asmara 
are fond of their Modernist heritage. Recent 
attempts by a German developer to replace 
the Novecento barracks with a high-rise 
commercial glass box led to an outcry and 
the withdrawal of the proposal.

Overall this is a fascinating and important 
book in bringing an aspect of Africa’s colonial 
heritage to international attention. The fear is 
that this latest scramble for Africa may see its 
remaining cultural assets fought over by glob
al capitalism. In the lottery of international 
development the Eritreans have optimistical
ly turned the former casino into the Ministry 
of Land, Water, and Environment.
Julian Holder is director of the Scottish Centre 
for Conservation Studies at Edinburgh College 
of Art

JULIAN HOLDER

Asmara: Africa's Secret Modernist City
By Edward Denison, Guang Yu Ren, and Naigzy Gebremedhin.Merrell, 2003.240pp. £35

from its 30m cantilevered roof.
The result of this Fascist ambition is a city 

littered with largely unaltered examples of 
Italian Rationalism, Novecento, and the occa
sional nod towards Futurism. It also contains 
interesting, if less important, examples of 
European historicism transplanted to this 
scorched mile-high mountain plateau. This is 
Miami Deco but without American bucks. It 
stands as nothing less than a full-scale model 
village of Modernism, one of the highest 
concentrations of Modern Movement archi
tecture in the world, and is beautifully 
captured in Edward Denison’s photographs.

The photos and overall production val
ues identify this as a coffee-table book that, 
given the country’s painful plight in recent 
years, seems almost insulting. However, 
closer examination reveals that the familiar 
form does not follow the somewhat con
fused function. The book opens with a 
painfully prosaic, if necessary, introduction 
to the history of the country, which ulti
mately adds little to one’s understanding. 
Tantalising issues, such as the indigenous 
architecture that once surrounded the rising 
Modernist capital, are mentioned but not 
developed. The complex relationship 
between the Fascists’ policy of racial seg-

To see largely unaltered examples of Modern 
Movement architecture, you once had to 
cross the ‘iron curtain’ of Communism. 
Since the fall of the wall, all that is changing; 
and the achievements of Constructivism are 
demolished for pastiche basilicas in the pur
suit of cultural tourism. So now we look to 
those parts of the Third World briefly devel
oped in the hothouse of colonialism for an 
‘authentic’ experience.

Asmara, the capital city of Eritrea, is one 
such part. A colony of Italy from 1890, it 
developed rapidly from 1933 under a 
masterplan developed by Vittorio Cafiero, as 
Eritrea became a springboard for Mussoli
ni’s invasion of Ethiopia. Under the Fascists, 
the city’s population increased from about 
4,000 to more than 70,000 by the outbreak of 
the Second World War, requiring the devel
opment of everything its administrators and 
transplanted Italian population were used to 
back home. Including swimming pools, cin
emas, casinos and, of course, car showrooms 
for Alfa Romeo, Lancia and other Italian 
giants. The architect of the magnificent Flat 
service station, Giuseppe Pettazzi, allegedly 
had to hold a gun to the head of the builder 
to make him pull away the wooden props 
(only necessary for planning permission)
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diary

London
Aaiit Ueatsii: R Place te Live Monday 
26 April, I8J0. A lecture at the Royal 
Academy, Piccadilly, W1 Tickets 
02073005839.
Craig Elhwaad Tuesday 27 April, 19.00.
A Oocomomo lecture by Neil 
Jackson at the Building Centre, 26 
Store St, WC1. Details 
events^buildingcentre 

tnjst.org
Inieer Type: Micliael Sameeli 29April- 
28 May. An exhibition at the AA, 36 
BedfordSq.WCI (02078874145). 
Lvcy Orta: Selected Works Until 30 
Apr//. An exhibition at the RIBA, 66 
Portland Place.WI (020 7580 5533). 
Wemea ie the Workplace 18SO*2004 
Until 1 May. An exhibition at the 
Women's Library, LMU.OId Castle 
St,E1.Details020 73202222.
From Fuactioflaliam to the Future: C F 
Mailer Afcbitecte Until WMay.An 
exhibition at the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place.WI .Details 020 7850 5533. 
Seildiag far People: The Seal Value ef 
CenstrvGtioH Wednesday 12May,
15.30.The BRE Annual Conference at 
the Science Museum.Details 
www.bre.co.uk/conference 
Lesley Feicreft Until ISMay.An 
exhibition at Annely Juda Rne Art,23 
Dering St, W1. Details 020 7629 7578. 
Retoai Malieewski Until22May. 
Paintings by an artist known for his 
architectural collaborations. At 
Gimpel Fils, 30 Davies St,W1. Details 
0207493 2488.
Archigram Until 4 July. An exhibition 
at the Design Museum, Shad Thames, 
SE1.Details 0870833 9955.

RI8II CPB Enet: Problems ia 
Rrchitactural Praclka Thursday27 
May. KOO.AseminaratBirmingham. 
Details 0121233 2321.

Yorkshire
Malcolm Fraser Thursday 29 April, 
18.00. A lecture at the Arts Tower, 
University of Sheffield. Details 

www.suas.org
Eduardo Chillida Until4May.An 
exhibition at the Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park, West Bretton. Wakefleld.Details 
01924630302.
With Hiddea Noise 8May-8 August.
An exhibition at the Henry Moore 
Institute, 74 the Headrow, Leeds. 
Deta»ls01132343158.
Working mrith the COM flegulations 
Monday fOAfay. A Construction 
Study Centre course at Harrogate, 
Details 01214343337.

NATIONAL SERVICE
The coTKrete bunkers built along the French coast by the Germans during the 
Second World War have featured in sober histories likethe Architectural Press' 
The Architecture of Aggression and more personal accounts, such as Paul Virilio's 
^nker Archaeology, whose black-and-white photographs made these 
structures look like ruined mausolea.ln'Archrtecture and ldeology)a showat 
Manchester's Cube,the former East German artist Erasmus Schroeter treats the 
bunkers altogether more theatrically, using coloured spotlights and shooting 
them at twilight arxl it's hard to decide if the results are hauntirtg or kitsch. 
Schroeteralso exhibits EastGermanpostcardsof shopping centres,factories 
and holiday resorts - the architectural image that theGDR wished to present to 
its citizens and the world. At 113 Portland Street Manchester, until 29 May.

Scotland
RIMS Cenvention 2004 6-7May. At 
Aberdeen, with speakers irKluding 
Peter Cook, Colin Fournier, Benedetta 
Tagliabue and Richard Weston. 
DetailsOUl 229 7545.
C J Um L/nt/77May. An exhibition at 
Glasgow School of Art Renfrew St 
Gla$gow.Details0141 3534525.
Fiairi Trip Until 2 July. An exhibition at 
The Lighthouse.l 1 Mitchell Lane, 
Glasgow.Details0141 2216362.

Wales
M J Laag Thursday 22 April, 19.30.
A lecture at Faenol Fawr Hotel, 
Bodeiwyddan, St Asaph. Details 
Peter Stonebridge01745 815600.
Rut Blaas Luiarnkurg Until25 April. 
Urban photosatFfotogallery,Turner 
House Gallery, Plymouth Rd, Penarth. 
Details 029 2070 8870 
RSAW Spriag Schaol: tha Cllaat - 
Architact Ralatiaa Friday 30 April. At 
Portmeirion. Details 029 2087 4753. 
Urkaa Lagaclaa 6-7May. A two-day 
conference on the role of artists & 
architects in shaping the public 
realm.AtCardiff.Details Gordon 
Dalton 02920193004.

J9.30. AlectureattheGrosvenor 
Museum,Grosvenor St Chester. 
Details MarkKyffin0161 2365667. 
Blaiting the Fatara: Varticisn in Britain 
1910-1B20 7 May-25 July. Ar\ 
exhibition at the Whitworth Art 
Galiery.Oxford Rd,Mar>chester. 
Details0161 2757450.
BCD Anaiial Confaranca 20-21 May.
At Manchester International 
ConferenceCentre.Details 
01722 339811.
Best Studio 3 (Arkhaian) Until29 May. 
An exhibition at CUBE, 1! 3 Portland 
St Manchester (0161 2375525).

(Baildiag Ragi, ODA) Thursday 13May, 
16.00. At Le Meridien Hotel, Gatwick. 
0etails01892 515878.
Ovuganati Until )6Moy.PhotDgiaphs 
by Nigel Green at Rye Art Gallery, 
OckmanLane.Rye.Details 
01797222433.

Wessex
Damavtic (Flatility Until3May.A 
group exhibition at the New Art 
Centre, Roche Court East 
Wintersiow,nearSalisbury.Detail$ 
01980862244.
Saccatshil Davalapmaat a( Brownfield 
B Cantaminated Land Tuesday 11 May. 
A Construction Study Centre event at 
the Avon Gorge Hotel,Clifton, Bristol. 
Details 0121434 3337.

East
limber Frame Rapaira 5-7May. A three- 
day course at Cressing Temple, Essex. 
Details Pauline Mudspith 
01245437672.
Attila Ciorga Unr//9May. An art- 
meets-science exhibition at Kettle's 
Yard, Castle St Cambridge.Oetails 
01223352124.
Architacti’ Legal Update Conference
18-19May.A Workplace LawTraining 
course at Cambridge. Details 0870 
7778881.

South
Diplama Open Day Thursday 29 April.
At Portsmouth Architecture School. 
Details PetaTattersali 023 92842421. 
Immaterial: Brancuii, Dibo, Moboly- 
Nagy Unt//23May. An exhibition at 
Southampton City Art Gallery, 
Southampton Civic Centre.
Details 023 80832153.

West Midlands
Inlerbvild 2004 25-29April. At the 
N EC, Bi rm ing ha m. Deta Ms 0870 429 
4558 or register online at 
www.interbuild.com 
ThaDQA -in Action ThursdaySMay.
A Construction Study Centre course 
at a Birmingham venue. Details 0121 
4343337.
Miking ConitroGtioR Contracts Work
Monday lOMay. A Construction 
Study Centre course at Birmingham. 
DetailsOUl 4343337.
Eliiaketk Magill Unr//23May.
An exhibition at the ikon Gallery, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham. 
DetailsOUl 2480708.

International
Gtinurlo Do Cario Until 14 June.
At the Pompidou Centre, Paris. Details 
www.centrepompidou.fr 
Content: Rem Koolhais - DMA - AMO 
Um//29A(;gust. An exhibition at the 
KunsthaLRotterdam.Details
www.kunsthal.nl 
Jam Otzflo Until 29 August. An 
exhibition at the Louisiana Museum, 
Humelbaek.Detall5www.louisiana.dk

North
Fantaay Architecture 30 April-3 July.
An exhibition at the Northern Gallery 
for Contemporary Art, City Library, 
Sunderland.Details0191 5141235.

South East
Traditlenal Timber-Frame Coistnictieo 
Thursday 29 April. At the Wea Id & 
Downland Open Air Museum, near 
Chichester. Details 01243 811464. 
Diuseppe Penene: The Imprint ef 
Drawing L/nri79May.Anexhibition at 
Milton Keynes Gallery, 900 
Midsummer Boulevard, Milton 
Keynes. Details 01908 676 900.
RIBA CPO Event: EsMntial Legal Update

North West
Richard Saaon Thursday 29 April, 
19.30. A lecture at St George's 
Church, Friargate, Preston. Details 
Doug ChadwkkOI 254 59835. 
Eric Parry Thursday 6 May,

Information for inclusion shouldbesentto 
Andrew MeadalThe Architects’Journal at 
least two weeks behre publication.
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webwatch

Tick, lock as 
UideoJOCKs 
watch the clock

King’s Cross Chunnel link faces 
up to complex site restrictions
Great excitement! The young members group of 
that worthwhile body the Society of Construction 
Law recently organised a visit to the Channel Tun
nel Rail Link redevelopment at King's Cross.

Having been obliged to drive past the site 
most mornings on the school run, I've been agog 
to see what is going on. Others comment on 
what a well-run, 'happening' site it is and how 
they are achieving great things in tiny spaces, so 
I was thrilled to bits to be offered the opportuni
ty of a tour, not least because I was accepted, 
without question,as a'young'member.

The site comprises three distinct projects: the 
redevelopment of the existing Tube station tick
et hall; the construction of a new western ticket 
hall, squeezed into a wedge shaped site 
between the Grade l-listed facade of St Pancras 
Station and Euston Road, 
and the construction of 
the new CTRL station.

Each site presents its 
own problems. In the pre
tour briefing, before we 
were kitted out with 
our personal protection 
equipment - including, 
amazingly, steel toe-caps 
In size 4 - it was explained 
that the main ticket hall 
was being completely 
redeveloped while remaining open and opera
tional at all times. This fact prompted smiles of 
approval from the lawyers and commuters in the 
group and gasps of disbelief from the construc
tion professionals.

The task was tackled incrementally, with 
temporary works, hoardings and access arrange
ments being constructed,demolished and rebuilt 
one stage on from the next, around the site like 
segments of an orange. All temporary works were 
required to be completed to permanent stan
dards even though most would be demolished 
within a matter of months.

The overnight station closure slots of five 
hours were not long enough, for example, to 
retile the floor. These operational restrictions 
made it one of the most complex projects in the 
country. There is a programme but its develop
ment is distinctly organic, with the ultimate aim 
of finishing by the end of 2006 in time for the first 
CTRL passengers'arrival in spring 2007.

Conversely, the contractors have uninterrupt
ed possession of the site for the new western

ticket hall but there they are, literally, right up 
against English Heritage. The ticket hall lies 
directly beneath the forecourt of St Pancras Sta
tion and George Gilbert Scott's high Victorian 
Gothic tour de force, the Midland Grand Hotel. 
CTRL passengers will pass through portals 
carved from window openings in the building's 
basement areas, where the walls will be faced up 
with bricks and masonry carefully created to 
match the originals. Well, that's the idea. So far, 
despite attempts to investigate the provenance 
of the originals, they have yet to come up with 
brickwork that meets with English Heritage 
approval. As our guide commented:'It's all very 
Interesting but it doesn't half slow things down’.

The new CTRL station is being built behind the 
existing St Pancras station on top of the old rail

way arches that lined St 
Pancras Road. Gone now 
are the caf^s, while-U-wait 
MOT centres and scrap- 
metal merchants. Now 
glass panels are being 
Installed beneath the 
white canopy of the sta
tion so that the existing 
station can be closed and 
the new one opened to 
national commuters by 
Easter. The rapid erection 

of tell-tale wooden hoardings suggested that all 
may not have been ready on time.

The project so far has given rise to numerous 
anecdotes.The splendid Victorian Gothic pillars 
supporting the ornate frontage of the approach 
ramp to St Pancras disappearing into badly 
bodged below ground piers.The clean-up con
tractor - charged with the job of collecting 
hypodermic syringes thrown from the windows 
of the tenement blocks whose previous occu
pants had practised the oldest of professions - 
who gave up counting at 7,000 and was paid 
extra on account of the grisly excess.

The most disrupting factor so far? Said our 
guide: 'The filming of Harry Potter. You could not 
move for staging, lights, cameras, crews, can
teens, film stars, extras and autograph hunters - 
and we were trying to get work done.'Appropri
ate then that those assembled should have met 
at Platform 9?

I've been watching that little digital 

clock down at the far right comer of the 
Windows desktop tray. Not for reasons of 
monitoring approaching office- 

departure/opening times. No, it is 
becausel have installed Atomic Clock 

Sync on one of my machines. It is free 
from, after a bit of digging around down 

the bottom ofthe'products'list, 

wvnv.chaossoftware.com. It is probably 
best to download from Simtei.net, which 
allows you to chose a local she. I am now 

waiting to see if it makes any difference. 

Aha. Just half an hour after installation it 
is already out of synch with an adjacent 

computer. That may, of course, be the 
standard Windows clock which loses and 

gains time with an insouciant disregard 

for the normal chronometrical 
conventions. Worryingly, it Is exactly one 

second ahead of the talking clock. I'll 
report in a month.

It was suggested that I take a look at 

www.lintol.com.Slightlyputoffbythe 
archaic spelling,! soon discovered that 

lintel with an E had long since been 
taken by a sparky Mexican construction 

company at www.iintel.com.mx.But 
back to lintol, which announces that h 
provides a support network for 

graduates and young professionals. 

Disgruntled office-fodder and 
AutoJOCKS,youhazard? Wellmaybe, 
but it hasa growing amount of good 

Information on it and there is an 
opportunity to sound off in public on 

your favourite topic.There isa buy/sell 

section, Job ads, a nascent technical 

library and interesting things like that. 

Andthereare some sponsors. But the 
organization is a bit of a mess. And you 
have to register to get the full flavour. 

Why? you ask, when it simply gets in the 
way of entering the site. Yes I know its 

being run by the skin of the teeth of the 

two blokes running it: Colin Gordon 
with some help from Muhesh Saran, 

both architects. But going public with a 
gash web siteand hoping people won’t 
notice the leaks is a bit like a building 

surveyor expecting to get his suburban 
pride and joy into the pages of AJ. 

sutherland.lyall<i^btinternet.com

'The clean-up 

contractor - 
charged with 

collecting syringes 

- gave up at 7,000’

Kim F^s^klir^ 
For more information on the Society of Con
struction Law,see www.sci.org.uk
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over to you...directly to external air and (freezing) water 
conditions. Is the rwp insulated? How does 
the design deal with ice within the pipe 
blocking the outlet and causing a build-up 
of water inside; and is this design, combined 
with the flimsy piece of insulation shown to 
the overhanging ground floor slab soffit suf
ficient to prevent condensation?
Andreas Markham, Dorking

Pedestrian 
Diagnostic X-rays 
Cycling deaths 

Lightning 

Hurricanes
Asbestos in school buildings

290

In the driving seat
I am doing my thesis project on the 
‘Automotive Hall of Fame/Car 

Museum’ It concerns the display of cars 
using not just the physical object but 
incoporating multimedia and virtual 
imagery.

It is important for me to have as much 
information about state-of-the-art dis
play techniques used in car museums or 
car showrooms and I would be very 
grateful if someone would be kind 
enough to help me out as there seems to 
be a dearth of information on this. 
Contact Mustafa at 
mustafa naeem@hotmail.com

75
75

3
3

1

Further information can be obtained from the 
National Radiological Protection Board at 
www.nrpb.org 
NB:
1. The telephone number for the National 
Radiological Protection Board (NRPB) was 
previously published inaccurately. The correct 
number is 01235 822622 for radon enquires 
and 01235 831600 for other non-radon 
enquiries
2. The BRE has just published Buying homes 
in radon-affected areas by Chris Scivyer, 
available by telephoning 01344 404407

Claire Robertson writes:
The single piece stainless steel internal 

downpipe carries waterfrom the syphonic outlet 
on the roof to the discharge point at the fortnal 
lake. The syphonic system uses relatively thin 
pipes - in this case 100mm - which sit within a 
400mm diameter column. The horizontal and 
vertical pipe is fully insulated around its exter
nal surface as it passes through the interior of the 
building. Ventilation holes are also provided 
within the steel columns.

The water within the formal lake is con
stantly moving as it forms part of the cooling 
system for the building and under normal cir
cumstances should not freeze. The water 
discharged via the cascade into the lake is 
warm thus reducing further the risk of the 
water within this lake freezing. This detail was 
also fully examined and accepted by the local 
building control department.
Clare Robertson writes on behalf of 
McLaren Technology Centre. Website www. 
mclaren.com

Virtual thinking
My thesis is ‘Can virtual reality act 

as an architectural building material?’ It is 
based on the concept that a hyper-surface 
can be formed as the projection base: 
where virtual images can be projected as 
surface rendering. If anyone can shed 
some light on it, so to speak, it will be of 
great help to me.
Contact Syed Mustafa Quii at 
mquli@hotmail.com

Bridging the gaps
Looking for the thermal bridge (as 
you do) in the Working Details, I was 

struck by the rainwater pipe detail at Foster’s 
TAG MacLaren HQ (AJ 4.3.04). Here we 
have an internal pipe that runs through a 
column and into the footings to discharge in 
to an external lake.

From scaling the drawing (there is no 
note to suggest that this is not permissible) I 
reckon that the pipe is within 150mm of the 
concrete at any one time and is exposed

...any answers?

have your say...
tion of unnecessary slopes, handrails, lifts, 
monstrous tactile paving and all of the other 
panoply of disabled furniture that only 
serves to blight our architectural heritage. 
Name and address withheld

responsibilities. Disabled access done well 
should result in better architecture. 
info@wendworth-design01.co.uk

Please emsii your technical views 
comments and answers to
austiR.winiins@canstnict.emap.cam
or write to:One of the biggest issues surrounding 

the DDA will, in many cases, be the 
cost of making alterations in order to com
ply. Historic buildings generally rely on 
funding, donations or admission revenue to 
raise the money needed to maintain and 
look after them. For this reason the cost of 
DDA alterations may most heavily affect 
historic buildings, especially when more 
costly, sympathetic alterations are required.

Although I agree in principle with the 
DDA, I feel that in the case of historic build
ings the government should either foot the 
bill, or introduce some sort of tax relief to 
the owners of the buildings concerned. 
After all, it is their legislation! 
jonathan.arnold@knightfrank.com

To the anonymous correspondent, I 
cannot believe that at the beginning 

of a new century, there are people with such 
blinkered views as you. Disabled people are 
often not ‘less fortunate’ but have different 
hopes, abilities and aspirations, but none of 
this should detract from the fact that if 
they want to get into a building, use the 
toilet or cross the street, they shouldn’t be 
prevented from doing so by some physical 
(removable or adaptable) barrier.

The idea that architecture should take 
precedence over human mobility and digni
ty is an affront to the disabled and to decent 
architects who know how to prioritise their
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Auitin Williamt,
The Architccti’ Joumal 
151 Rosebery Asenue, 
London 
LC1A 46B

Visit the discussion forum at ajplus.co.uk 
to contribute to the online debate

The AJ Discussion Forum is a free access 
area of our website, which provides 
a useful window to air views on articles in 
The Architects' Joumal.
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® chatroom
The AJ online discussion forum is a useful place to ask for help from the experts, or 
simply to sound off about a particular topic. Here we examine a range of postal and 
email correspondence to the AJ technical pages

farntback:
Raising radon awareness

The article on radon (A| 11.3.04) was 
very useful. It is surprising though 

that since the risks from radon are reason
ably well documented, there has not been 
the sort of high- level public awareness cam
paign that we are regularly subjected to for 
smoking, and more perversely, on asbestos.

Smoking is clearly a hazard to health - 
although the jury is out on the detrimental 
effects of passive smoking - but this is a vol
untary activity carried out by adults aware of 
the risks and expense. Conversely, asbestos 
dangers are clearly overstated and yet there is 
a huge awareness within the industry (usual
ly misguided or plain wrong) about the 
latent hazards and costs of remedial treat
ment. However, not only is radon a naturally 
occurring gas - and therefore exposure to it 
tends to be involuntary - but experts are 
fully aware of its location. They are also well 
able to detect it and implement remedial 
treatment to render it harmless.

I am grateful to the A) for publishing 
details about radon and wonder why the 
construction industry is blithely unaware of 
the problem and the government is so cava
lier as to ignore the need for more public 
information.
David Childe, Dorset

The dangers of radon became known after 
the Second World War when uranium mines 
were opened around the world at the time 
when the nuclear industry was acceptable and 
growing. Miners became exposed to high levels 
of radon for long periods of time and suffered 
increased rates of lung cancer as a conse
quence. It would be interesting to know how 
much or how little is known about the dangers, 
the location and the level of radon in different 
areasin the UK-whether among architects or 
among building control officers. If readers 
have information about the demands set by 
building control officers in excess of the real 
risk of contamination, I woidd be very inter
ested to hear from you.

To set health fears in perspective, a useful 
American data chart wns compiled by Har
vard University Energy and Envirornnental 
Policy Center back in 1989 which identifies 
the general level of risk. These are not directly 
transferable into British contexts and the 
motoring statistics have come down, but their 
inter-correlation is fairly usefid for compara
tive purposes.

prepared to say that the government was keen 
to avoid public scare tacticsforsuch a technical 
issue. It has to be said that the government web 
site does have a fairly balanced approach to the 
subject (although its costs for a variety of 
remedial work seems a touch on the low side). 
It is worth noting that the UK's National 
Radiological Protection Board says that 'the 
studies on people exposed to internal radiation 
via radon gas entering the body through the 
lungs do not provide evidence of unexpectedly 
high cancer risk at low doses.’

Cause Lifetime risk of premature 
death (per 100,000) 

21,900 

8,800 

1,600

Smoking (all causes) 
Smoking (cancer only) 

Motor vehicle 

Frequent airline passenger 

Indoor radon

Austin Williams writes:
A spokesperson at DEFRA was only

730

400

Bixl^mDtiwthirTgrn

I am currently writing a dissertation 
on the likely impact that the Disability 

Discrimination Act will have on the built 
environment: the conflict between the need 
to provide disabled access and the need to 
conserve listed and historic buildings. \ 
would be very interested to hear views on 
whether we can and should strike a balance 
between these two needs, or whether you feel 
one need is more important than the other. 
joe.whitaker@blueyonder.co.uk

I am currentlyon a government-funded 
research project and would like to hear 

architects’ views on current guidance and 
methods for evacuating disabled building 
users. I would like to speak to as many people 
as possible to help assess how well current 
guidance works, to learn from people’s exp>eri- 
ences to help focus future guidance in this area. 
david.froggatt@burohappold.com

The idea that disability access can be 
carried out to any building, let alone a 

listed building discreetly and elegantly, is a 
modem fiction. Public urban space is being 
blighted by a profusion of ramps, red stip
pled paving and more ramps.

But more importantly, disability access 
has become overly important in our archi
tectural design considerations.

Architects cannot be expected to design 
out physical restrictions to those with 
physical restrictions. How are we to do that 
without compromising every design 
decision along the way? We will effectively 
be designing to the lowest common denom
inator.

Helping less fortunate people to be able 
to access most buildings is one thing - and a 
sign of a civilised society - but surely things 
have gone too far when exquisite ancient 
buildings are being bastardised by the inser-

1 am a chartered building surveyor 
with a keen interest in conservation. 

However, I feel that in this instance only a 
compromise can be acceptable as both con
serving buildings and disabled access are 
such important issues individually. For a 
good guide to how the two issues can be met 
together, read: Lisa Foster’s 'Access to the 
Historic Environment: Meeting the Needs of 
Disabled People’ (Donhead Publishing). 
aian.mahony@insightcre.co.uk

Implementing the DDA and provid
ing disabled access into historic 

buildings need not cause a conflict with con
servation. There are many ways in which 
access designs can be successfully integrated 
into historic buildings without necessarily 
destroying the architectural character or the 
building’s fabric. 
dominiemanning 1 @hotmail.com
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Manufactured Solutions at Interbuild
Come and learn more about one of the industry's hottest topics

Technical guided tours 
30-minule accompanied 
tours of the Manufactured 
Solutions area giving 
practical advice and an 
unbiased insight into off-site 
innovations. Examples on 
display will be a four-bed 
hospital ward, a 30-desk 
classroom and several 
house types including social 
and key worker 
accommodation.

Technology masterclasses 
Daily CPD-accrediled 
workshops exploring the 
drivers for off-site 
construction and the 
technologies best suited to 
different applications.

Monday April 26 
Education Day

Interbuild, in conjunction with 
Manufacturing the Future, 
has created a special area 
wfiich showcases the very 
latest off-site innovations 
and a wide choice of free, 
informative events.

Tuesday April 27
Housing Day

Wednesday April 28 
Healthcare Day

Thursday April 29 
Building Research Housing 
Group - 12th Annual 
Conference

rmtech
For further information or to book a free of charge place on any of these events please visit 
www.manufacturingthefuture.org.uk or call 01743 357377.

To guarantee free entry to Interbuild register online or call 0870 429 4558.

education and skills
a office of Uw
^ DeputyPriTK NHS
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No new answers ment and [analyse] the main reasons why it 
is so difficult to adhere to them’.

This sounds like an engaging critique, 
but it becomes all too clear that Frey 
draws a narrow definition of sustainability, 
relating it to economic vibrancy, integrated 
transport, well-designed new housing 
and so on. By setting up a straw man of 
practical and economic issues, the chapter 
then becomes a technical discussion and 
he simply indulges a self-defining problem.

Bimal Kumar from Glasgow Caledonian 
University starts unpromisingly in his 
investigation into IT in design management. 
‘Man has been involved in the act of 
design since time immemorial,’ he says. 
‘However, the tools and techniques at the 
designer’s disposal have undergone 
considerable change.’ However, his work-in- 
progress style chapter is reasonably punchy.

There is more meat in the chapters on 
procurement that explain terms and 
investigate clear roles. As with many books 
on this topic, ‘relational contracting’ (that 
is, building up close-working, long-term 
relationships with a team of trusted part
ners) is seen to be the solution to all our 
problems.

Unfortunately, there seem to be no new 
answers here.

AUSTINWILLIAMS

Architect's Handbook of Construction Project Management
Edited by Michael Murray, David Langford. RIBA Enterprises. 2004.320pp. £45

The book is not the most appealing 
looking thing I have ever seen but it has an 
ordered layout and reads reasonably well, 
although such ‘how to’ books are intended 
to be dipped in to rather than read in one 
stretch.

Each chapter is broken down into 
research and advice covering the general 
themes of the corresponding individual 
headings in the RIBA Plan of Work.

The use of case studies is overdone, and 
I have to say that I gave up reading 
about Practice A and Practice B in Branka 
Dimitrijevic’s chapter on ‘Translating 
the brief into a design’.

And throughout the book ‘iteration’ is 
seen to be a significant problem for archi
tects, although I have never known anyone 
admit this in polite company.

Under the heading ‘Design manage
ment’, Hildebrand Frey of the University of 
Strathclyde attempts to set out the ‘key 
conditions for sustainable urban develop-

LIZ BAILEY REVIEWS

Tower and Office: From Modernist 
Theory to Contemporary Practice
By Inaki Abalos and Juan Herreros.The MIT 

Press, 2003.295pp,£25

Cities of innovation: Shaping Places for 
High-Tech
By Marchtat Echenique, Barry Pearce, WUHans 

Fawcett and Jason Palmer.Cambridge-MIT 

Institute, 2003.174pp. £25

A series of lectures delivered by its authors - both Spanish architects and 

historians - between 1982 and 1987 provided the inspiration for this 
book, an exploration of'the relationships between contemporary 

building technology and architectural design', primarily in American 

architecture.
The book traces evolution in the design of high-rises: the 

development of the technologies used to build them,the difi^ering uses 
of space within them.lt employs photos, illustrations and charts to great 

effect,such as a diagrammatic chrortology of high-rises from the 1913 
Woolworth Building to the 1989 Bank of China,or a photo of 

Buckminster Fuller's Dymaxion shelter.
Though the prose is a tad turgid -'technology as a formal rrtetaphor 

has shifted more specifically to a disciplinary terrain',for instance - there's 

nevertheless something whimsical and appealing about twoEuropfean 
architect-historians lavishing such love on, partkularfy, American high- 
rises to produce this rigorous academic vw>rk. Worth a read.

This report on the work of the Joint Urban Design Studio, funded (and 

published) by theCambridge-Mfr Institute, takes on the UK's 

labyrinthine and. frankly, perverse planning policies and recommendsa 
sea change.

Comparing Cambridge, UK, with Cambridge, Massachusetts.the book 
wrestles with a thorny issue: how should cities tread the line between 
attracting businesses and simultaneou^y cherishing residents? It takes 
the rather controversial standpoint that maintaining a green belt may 

not in fact be the optimum way to provide green public spaces.

Instead, the authors recommend radial, not ringed,urban development 
along transport corridors, and redevelopment of the villages that rir>g 
large cities into'eco-towns’with reasonably pmced housing,rer>ewable 

energy ar\d employment options.

Whether or not you agree with the report's conclu»ons,you cannot 
help but be ensnared by its radicalism artd nke little green diagrams. 
Don't let the low-quality printing put you off- it is wit worth the effort.

441 the architects' journal
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Metropolitan lines
KARLSHARRO

The Rule of Freedom: Liberalism and the Modern City
By Patrick Joyce. Verso, 2003.276pp. £ 18

In The Rule of Freedom, Patrick Joyce attempts 
a city-based reading of liberal governance in 
the 19th century, and the w^ay in which this 
retied on‘the rule of freedom’ to produce gov
ernable subjects. Concentrating mainly on 
Manchester and London, Joyce connects the 
material form of the city (public libraries, 
parks and infrastructure works) to the social 
modes of being in the city, such as the way in 
which one presents oneself and walks there. In 
this way, he intends to illustrate how both have 
contributed to the production of self-regulat
ing individuals of the type required for the rule 
of freedom as opposed to authoritarian rule.

Focusing on the knowledge aspects of state 
power, Joyce dedicates part of the book to 
examining the tools the state uses in order to 
know and represent the physical and social 
worlds it governs. Recounting a brief history 
of the uses of maps and statistics to produce 
state knowledge, Joyce challenges the objectiv
ity of these tools and concludes that the state 
‘rather than being a source of the knowledge it

LIZ BAILEY REVIEWS

Operated through... was in important mea
sure the outcome of this knowledge’.

Joyce also questions the human ability to 
control the physical systems we put in the 
world. He considers infrastructure systems as 
inherently prone to constant and repeated fail
ure: ‘The task of clearing and cleansing the city 
was constant and, in a sense, self-defeating, for 
the more elaborate systems of infrastructure 
became, the more susceptible to breakdown 
they might be... In this sense “liberal infra
structure” was of a piece with liberal political 
reason, both constantly creating problems for 
themselves in the very acts of their operation, 
so that liberal political reason, in order to gov
ern, forever had to create “problems” and 
“questions” around which governance might 
be thou^t and prosecuted.’

Joyce’s techno-scepticism undermines his 
attempt to develop a relevant analysis of the 
workings of state control. His theorisation of 
liberal governance relies on his contention 
that both the tools that the state uses and the

artefacts that it produces are to some extent 
outside its control, and are in fact shaping its 
actions. When the libera! state is defined 
through the limits of its technologies in this 
manner, the question of the politick becomes 
of secondary importance. In the final analysis, 
Joyce’s central argument appears to be con
structed along the same lines on which liberal 
governance presented and legitimised itself 
by substituting the technical for the political. 
Karl Sharro is an architect and urban designer

Designing Better Buildings: Quality 
and Value in the Built Environment
By Sebastian Macmillan. Spon Press,2004. 

220pp. £32

Colourspotting: A Dictionary of Colour
By Ian Paterson.Thorogood, 2003.520pp. £19.99

• MnettAJit
COUXIR

Apparently aiming to convince the construction industry to spend more 
on design,architect Sebastian Macmillan has pulled together essays by 

clients,practitloners and academics.
Macmillan Is concerned that'architects and engineers... have already 

lost design control over building projects through the rise of project 
management and new procurement methods! He arguesYor design to be 

understood not as somethirtg to be expected for free, nor criticised as a 

costly extra'but as a fundamental cost of improving the built environment.

The book first expbres client experiences, then trawls through case 

studies of added value,examines how to deliver better buildings and 

concludes with how to measurequality and value.

The essays range from the dull but worthy,such as Bill Bordass'acronym- 

laden offering,to the engaging, such as Okkon RoUnson's chapter on 
housing associations - particularly interestirtg as the Nott irtg Hill Housirrg 
Trust renovates the Isr^on building, Worth dippirtg in to. but not a cover to 

cover read.

The ultimate irony:a book about colour that’s printed - with the 

exception of the dust jacket - entirely in black and white. But A 
Dictionary of Colour mesmerises rather as did Crayola colours in the 
1970s - Periwinkle, Bronze and Barbie-toned'Flesh'.

The very fact of the book's existence is startling; author Ian Paterson is 
neither designer nor artist but'a successful commercial lawyer... [who) 

has pursued a lifelong interest in dictionaries and hasan abiding pre

occupation with colour'.
Thedictionaryis thorough.defining not only colours themselves 

('orsellle:a purplish shade of red') but the terms that describe them 

('oriency:.. .a brilliance;a strong or bright light'), the artists'materials 

that produce them ('ormolu:.. .a gold-coloured alloy made from 

copper, tin and zinc') and the techniques that achieve them ('overpaint:

... to cover one colour with another').
All highly intriguing, but its lack of colour plates renders it merely a 

curiously trainspottery guide for colour nuts.
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technical S practice: book reviews

Telling blows and Country Planning Act, as the authors 
propose, will certainly shake things up but 
will not necessarily help free up develop
ment opportunities in a climate in which the 
concept of development, per se, is viewed 
with suspicion. The attack on key-worker 
housing as a return to tied cottages is devas- 
tatingly good, but demanding a return to 
Parker Morris standards is a slightly arbi
trary and disappointing conclusion. And the 
authors seem to think that prefabrication 
will solve everything. I do not believe for one 
minute, as the authors surest, that ‘if a 
building was manufactured, rather than 
made on site’ (a reference to prefabrication 
over traditional build) then convoluted con
tracts, litigation and adversarialism would 
disappear. ‘Such blame,’ they say, ‘would 
clearly rest with the manufacturer - end of 
story.’ We need only witness the case of Ford 
versus Firestone in the authors’ beloved 
F.gan-esque car industry, to see that things 
are not straightforward when we are dealing 
with a culture of litigiousness rather than 
.simply a practical issue of too many regula
tions and too many lawyers.

Prefabricaiion is not nece.ssarily the 
answer, I’m afraid. Although it needs to play 
a bigger and better role in a truly socialised 
construction industry, it cannot be held up 
as a universal panacea. Indeed, prefabrica
tion today often excuses and reinforces the 
merits of sustainability and material effi
ciency that the authors are at pains to 
deconstruct.

There is a recognition that there is a bi^er 
problem to be addressed. The final chapter 
discusses l.ibe.skind’s emotionalism and the 
therapeutic approach to design today, mov
ing on to a debate about the lack of ambition 
in MH;iety, the lack of coherence of global 
capitalism, American self-doubt, the inabili
ty of commentators to defend or define 
civilisation, the conduct of the Gulf War and 
the fear and loathing of modernity. And this 
all on one page (page 276). It is an entertain
ing romp with a serious challenge contained 
within It, but it is a little bit unreconstructed 
- or at least, unrefined - in parts.

This review has, to a certain extent, been 
more critical than if it had addressed the 
‘normal’ standard of construction book. But 
I intend to be critical in the spirit of the book 
itself. If it does nothing else, this book has 
thrown down a gaundet to architecture to 
consider the need for a rational, intelligent, 
and critical examination of its activities, an 
examination that needs to start from first 
principles and be bold enough to question 
whether anything of what we’re doing today 
is right.

AUSTINWILLIAM5

Why Is Construction So Backward?
By James Woudhuysen and Ian Abley,Wiley-Academy,2004,321 pp, £29.99

I was going to start this review by saying that 
this book is an important contribution to 
the debate about the state of construction in 
the UK. However, I realise there is no real 
debate - in the sense of an open-ended 
dialogue of ideas - so this book is the only 
contribution to the debate. And a very 
useful opening shot across its bows it is.
Admittedly, the shot is somewhat scatter- 
gun, enjoyable and annoying in equal 
measure, but it is a helpful, well-researched 
approach to the subject.

The authors get in some telling blows.
Analysing the paralysing effect of the pre
cautionary principle on the construction 
sector, they home in on the idea that archi
tects are being encouraged to ‘design out’
|X)tentially problematic areas, for example, 
the defence of buildings after 9/11. They 
wonder if‘business continuity and “defence” 
really [is] to become the highest form of 
architectural achievement?’ But this is no 
narrow treatise, and as well as ‘defence’, they 
tackle ‘sustainability’, ‘emissions’, ‘waste 
management’, ‘environmentalism’ or any 
number of bureaucratic interventions into 
the design process.

Should these issues, which are linked to 
society at large, really have such a high pres
ence in the design out-turn of every 
architect? The question should remain open 
for urgent discussion.

‘Architects and engineers,’ they say, ‘must 
ask themselves whether saving lives from a 
putative terrorist strike is really the criterion 
on which they want to be measured.’ The 
downside of the book is that, although it asks 
credible questions, it can’t then resist trying to 
answer them. Unfortunately, this undermines 
the abstract, almost philosophical nature of 
the questions posed, turning the debate back 
into a discussion of practicalities.

After railing against the precautionary 
principle, for example, and suggesting that 
no regulatory change could really have man
dated against the attack on the World Trade 
Center (let alone asking what kind of 
Frankenstein monster of design constraints 
we would be endorsing if we were to agree to 
design to such worst-case scenarios), the 
authors, in a clearly linked passage, say that 
‘prefabrication is the best protection against 
fire’. Debatable though the truth of this 
generalised point is - depending on types of

4a I the architects’ journal

Structure and materials used - are the 
authors endorsing designing to prioritise 
fire safety over other considerations that 
they criticised earlier in the chapter? I wish 
they had stuck to their guns more.

Coming back to the original question, the 
authors state that ‘construction is backward, 
in part, because the numerical, therapeutic 
and naturalistic concerns that now domi
nate the sector reinforce backwardness.... 
The quality and quantity of the building 
stock has become a mainstream political 
issue,’ they say. But surely construction has 
been backward for a very long time, so what 
is it about today that has given rise to such 
paranoia about the world and construction’s 
place within it?

The book goes some way towards 
addressing this, but if therapeutic and 
naturalistic concerns are what drive the 
perception of construction, then the 
solution, in part, is challenging those con
cerns, rather than advocating alternative 
solutions within the acknowledged limits. 
The technical progressiveness of prefabrica
tion (speed, efficiency and so on), for 
example, will always contain a reactionary 
kernel (space restriction, uniformity) when 
situated within the extant culture of limits 
(see the microfiats debate).

Similarly, getting rid of the 1947 Town
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Where can you find tough, lightweight 
and durable roofing solutions?

Here's a clue.

Onduline. OnduSrffl Qcirdoline
The only bituminous tile strips witt B8A 
certification. Tough, flexible, easy to cut and fix 
and with the aesthetics of traditi^l tiles.
The perfect solubon for intricately shaped roofs.

These profiled steel tile strips provide an 
economic roofing solution for all types of 
lightweight structures. Attractive, long lasting 
and easy to fix, with a 30 year guarantee.

The lightweight, corrugated roofing sheet ttiat 
has no equal for durability, flexibility, ease of 
fixing, good looks and economy. Proven 
throughout the world for over W ye»s.

The/re all covered in detail on our web site:

www.onduline.net
Ondufene Building Products Ltd, 182 Campden Hi Road, London W8 7AS 

Tel: 020 7727 0533 Fax: 020 7792 1390 Email; enquiries@onduline.net No roofing works harder

enquiry 13 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/aidlrect

residential structural glass ltd
fax: 01908 365742www.rsguk.comemail: info@rsguk.comphone: 01908 366588

achieving ciarity through engineering 
BOLTED STRUCTURAL FRAMELESS GLAZING

surveyed - fully engineered - designed - supplied - installed
FRAMELESS SUN AND GARDEN ROOMS

ALL-GLASS STRUCTURES

BEAMS / FINS

FRAMELESS GLASSWALLSSHOWER ENCLOSURES

STRUCTURAL GLASS FLOORS SCENIC GLASSWALLSHANDRAIL GLASS

enquiry 14 on card 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Second-floor lounge with mansard glazing.
Below: roof converted to private enclave

Michael Nathenson. In the foreground of father and son, Michael and Eli Nathenson. CREDITS
these ‘galleries’, Ihe ‘exhibits’ are the fittings 
and furniture. As you walk around with 
Nathenson he points out not only the Foster 
and Chipperfield ironmongery but the 
Forbes & Lomax light switches, the Okile 
work surfaces and so on. He is not ticking off 
‘names' so much as genuinely enjoying the 
chance to weave together well-designed 
objects into an interior of high quality.

Holding their own, too, are the elements 
that Unique Environments has created itself, 
such as the lacquered and wenge wood 
kitchen, the polished concrete bath sur
round and the ceramic glass and limestone 
fireplaces. Unique Environments’ expertise 
in this is evidenced by its running an interi
ors showroom in north London.

While some of the simplicity is aesthetic, like 
the variety of finishes in the Venetian plas
tered showers, some, like the unfashionable 
use of skirtings, are informed by their 
involvement in construction practice.

Having bought and developed a property, 
Michael Nathenson typically lives in it as a 
form of intense sna^ng/proof-testing, before 
marketing it This house, after three months 
of such snagging, is currently under offer.

The Nathensons achieve the building 
quality they seek by working with estab
lished partners rather than by going out to 
tender. On the professional side, realisation 
of their projects is supported by architect Ian 
McDonald of Moxley McDonald Architects 
and structural engineer |ohn Leaper. The 
main builders, Andrew Borne and Adam 
Biggs, come from Devon (maybe the loca
tion for the next project), staying up in 
London for four long days each week. This 
Nathenson methodology has been honed for 
some time. It was already in the groove for 
its Christchurch Hill project (AJ 23.3.00), 
which won the FX International Design 
Award in 2000 for Best Residence of the Year.

PLANNING APPLICATION 
DATE
October2000 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
DATE 
May 2001
START ON SITE DATE 
April 2002 

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPLETION 
December 2003 
CLIENT,DESIGNER, 
SPECIFIER
Unique Environments; 
Michael Nathenson 
PROJECT MANAGER 
Unique Environments 
DesignsrEli Nathenson 
BUILDER
Unique Environments 
Developments 

ARCHITECT 
Moxley McDonald 
Architects

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
John Leaper 

SUBCONTRACTORS 
Jo/nery Wright Joinery; 

steel fabrication 
Andy O'Donnell Steel 
Fabricationsrsrq/nless- 

steelfabrication Hussey; 
electric rooflight 
Natralight

SUPPLIERS 
WonfsTrevana Cross 
Nursery, Adrian Hall 
Garden Centre, Office 
and Reception Plants; 
/(g/if/ngAktiva,Artemide, 
Landscape Plus;A/rchen 
lirr/ngs Set Square 
Staging,Gaggenau,
Miele, Insinkerator.Blum, 

Hafe\e;kitchen worktops 
CMiite from Granite UK; 

bathroom fittings Agape. 
Vola.CP Han;glazing 
Toughglaze.Pilkington; 

light switches Lutron, 
Forbes & Lomax; video 
entry system BPT;secbrily 
sysrem Lee security;5rpble 

door framing Hawa 80 
by Hafele; ironmongery 
Williams Ironmongery; 

timber flooring English 
Timbers;/(mestone 

flooring Kirkstone;carpet 
M\D:furniture B&6 Italia, 
Knoll International, 
Cappellini

This is clearly a personal project for

Weaving all these individually designed 
elements together is ambitious and, at some 
points, it is the exhibits that dominate over 
the gallery. It is the planting, though, that 
lingers in the memory. This is both an interi
or with its own particular character and a 
livable home.

WEBLINKS
Unique Environments Developments/Designs
www.uniquenvironments.co.uk 
Moxley McDonald Architects 
www.moxleymcdonald.com
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enclave, made private with 250-year-old olive 
trees from Italy, Restio grasses from South 
Africa and a 2.1m-high iroko slatted 
screen. The decking is antique Burmese teak 
reclaimed from the Great Portland Street 
Hospital. This house layout reflects the design 
strategy of looking inwards. The interior 
background is an almost art gallery-like neu
trality of white spaces with timber, limestone 
and neutral carpeted floors (with underfloor 
heating and air cooling). Without even flash- 
gap ostentation - there are simple rectangular 
skirtings of 6mm-thick painted MDR

'I like it as uncluttered as possible,’ says

L-shaped main living space. Each of these two 
upper floors has a shower room, which gives 
future owners some flexibility of space use.

Even on the main living level the potential 
for introspection continues. While there is 
mansard gazing to the front, this can 
be closed off with translucent blinds. Further 
daylight is provided from a series of roofli^ts. 
This private openness is emphasised by the 
ability of the largest rooflight to slide back; 
overkill perhaps for the benefit of allowing 
fresh air into the building in this way, but con
sistent with the overall design approach.

The top of the building is a roof terrace

for the second and third en-suite bedrooms, 
both bedroom suites benefiting from the 
lightness of the clear-glazed walls and full- 
height planting. To the front, the submerged 
floor level plus two-storey planting provide 
considerable privacy from the street.

Above, on the entrance floor, you enter 
over a bridge and turn to face a dramatic 
glass waterfall cascading into three concrete 
troughs. Climbing stairs alongside it you 
reach an entrance hall, off which is the master 
bedroom and en-suite bathroom. Up again to 
the kitchen, dining room and study, then up 
again toward the light-filled second floor and

o

roof terrace

13 3

I s ta ^Tf

sliding roof ight

rMDof terraceSBConcj floorfirst floor
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Left: mews stable 

openings glazed 
and planted. Right: 

glass waterfall 

and cascade inside 

entrance.Below: 

master bathroom 
with view on to 
planted slot, 

typical of rooms 
atrear.OpposIte: 
first-floordinlng 
and kitchen

Tree house
Unique Environments, as client and designer, addresses 
the enclosure of the mews with an inwardly focused 
scheme, which blends the work of many designers
By Barrie Evans, Photographs by Tony Murray

At first sight this mews house appears open 
to the world outside, the rhythm of tradi
tional mews gateways echoed in square, fully 
glazed, ground-floor openings. The ground- 
floor view is masked by evergreen planting. 
It is an early sign that the design is essential
ly inward looking. In part it is because this 
single-aspect mews house has little of merit 
to look out on to. But more, its design is an 
exercise in creating a (near) total visual envi
ronment. Planting largely replaces views out 
to the front, and to the rear. Having gutted 
the shell, space was created at the rear to run 
a planting shaft the full height and near full

width of the rear of the building. Room walls 
are extensively glazed on to this shaft, with 
some glazed panels sliding to allow fresh air 
inside and to provide maintenance access.

This is the first house in the mews to have 
fully glazed openings the size of the original 
stable doors. Planning permission for the 
stable glazed doors and mansard took eight 
months for this building and for the identi
cal house next door, also currently being 
developed by Unique Environments.

Gutting the building also provided the 
opportunity to dig down, underpin and 
create a semi-basement level, which is used
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^working details

ENposed steel building 
with cantileuered ‘pods’

UB welded to 1XI16x30SmmUB 
with bohed plates 
as stiffeners

254 X 254<nfn UC column
with intumescent paint finish

$s fascia
The structure of the swimming 
pool is a series of 1,0^6 x 305mm 
UB beams with boited piates as 
stiffeners, supported at the ends 
by 254 X 254mm UC columns at 
7.2m centres.

They are set on the outside of 
the pool enclosure to avoid 
contact with the humid, 
chlorine-laden interior and its 
potential for corrosion.

The pool has a basement of 
cast in situ concrete and wails of 
double-skin blockwork with 
insulated cavityand render 
finish.

The roof is covered with an 
insulated, single-layer 
membrane and is formed of 
prefabricated 7,200x 2,400mm 
roof panels of 75 x 260mm LVL 
(laminated veneer lumber! joists 
with a 22mm WBP ply top sheet 
and a 15mm WBP ply bottom 
sheet.

The panels rest at their edges 
on inverted T-shaped steel 
sections, which are suspended 
from the external UB beam on 
cruciform hangers with thermal 
breaks.The ceiling is clad with 
beech-veneered ply panels, 
perforated for sound 
attenuation.

On the west side of the 
building three storage'pods' 
project from the wall, set 
between columns.On the pool 
side they are enclosed by sliding 
doors clad with horizontal cedar 
boards.The pods rest on a cast in 
situ concrete slab cantilevered 
from the basement slab and 
consist of a lightweight steel
frame structure with an 
insulated single-layer 
membrane roof covering.

They are clad with a rainscreen
of horizontal cedar 
weatherboards.The boards are
framed at eaves and base by an 
exposed 100x100mm RSA; a 
similar angle creates the vertical 
junction between the boards at 
each externalcorr^er.The interior 
of each pod is lined with birch- 
veneered ply panels fixed to 
battens.

sl09l«-ply membrane 
roorcoverir>9 on rigid 
insulation cut to falls prefabricated 7,200 x 

2AK)mmroofpat>els of 7Sx 
260mm LVL (lamirtated veneer 
lumber) joists wftb 22irwn 
WBP ply top sheet and 15mm 
WBP ply bottom sheet

gutter of sirsgle-ply
vapour 
control layer

membrarve on WBP ply and
treated sw frame

external
render finish

inset insulated
gutter

I

polyester powder<oated 
lOOxIOOmmRSA soffit of ISmm

--------birch-veneered ply

ptXyester powder-coated 
aluminium clerestory
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flashing

smgle-ply membrane 
roof coverirtg on rigid, 
insulation cut to f^

J6mm double-layer 
ply deck laid to falls

-concrete-filled charviel as 
sill and waH head restraint

'lOOnvn blockwork with 
20rrtm rerKler finish 

------- lOOmmblodnvorfc

-------100mm cavity filed
with insulation

back-to-back chanrsel lintel 
with intumescent firsish

battens faced with 1 j 
laminated ply shee^

rainscreen of 140 X 22mm 
cedar weatherboards 
boards fixed with ss 
pig-nosed screws to 
4Sx45nvn treated 
sw battens at 450mm as Ibreather

membraise SOtnm rigid insulation
with vapour control layer

1CUT-AWAY ISOMETmC OF ROOF STRUCTURE AND STORAGE POD

100mm blockwork with 
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f' west end of the main pool is a small infants 

pool, with four large changing cubicles 
alongside for family or disabled use, located 
within the pool hall for case of access.

Some of these ideas are to be found in ear
lier Hodder pools-Colne, Darlaston, Clissold helped the intricacy of pool functions to slip
- as is the use of ply semi-monocoque roof into the background. As elsewhere, Hodder’s 
assembliesspanningbetweentheportals.Ven- palette is limited, but used with verve. A 
tilation of the pool hall uses an approach practised hand shapes details, aligns joints, 
proved by Arup on previous buildings, defines junctions. And everywhere there is 
whereby air is inlet at the rear edge of the daylight, an echo of the lido, but without the 
promenades with extract through the scum wind and rain of an English summer.

channel. (Inlet at the walls leads to enough air 
mixing to avoid short-circuiting of the hall 
volume.) There are walk-in service voids, dou
bling as plenums, beneath the pt)ol surrounds.

Hodder’s experience of pool design has

A'

\
■»s

COST SUMMARY CREDITS

••• TENDER DATE 
September 2001 
START ON SHE DATE 
November 2001 

CONTRACT DURATION 
52 weeks
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 
1,711m'
CONTRACT
JCT 98 Private with Quantities and Contractors Design 
Portion
TOTAL CONTRACT SUM
£2,889,028
CLIENT
Cartmei Peninsula RecreationalTrust 
ARCHITECT
Hodder Associates: Nick Daccus, Stephen Hodder,
MarkKyffin
QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Davis Langdon & Everest
STRUCTURAL. SERVICES ENGINEER
Arup
MAIN CONTRACTOR
Thomas Armstrong (Construction)
SUBCONTRACTORS
Poo) filtration egurprrrenfThermelek Engineering 
Services; M&E Rosser & Russell Building Services; 
kitchen fit-out Catering Partnership (Kendal): 
aluminium doors and windows MAG Hansen;occess 
ladders Steelway Fensecure; single-ply membrane 
Rubber Fuse;preco5f concrete floors Tarmac Topfloor; 
jo/rrery John Turner & Sons (Preston);rooflighfs ESB 

Servkes;5/KJing screens Alco 8eldan: lifts Kone; 
structural steelwork A and J Nkhol.-tecfcers, benches,etc 
Prospec; concrete foovreTayban Developments; 
concrete, rebar, formwork A&M Construction 
SUPPLIERS
Gtoss screen, balustrades Solaglas; glazed fire screen 
Promat UK; tight fiff/ng$ Geze UK; ftirntfore Ralph 

Capper Interiors; ironmongery TI)ews;ptynt>odp(]ne/5 
Rex Bousfield;flooring Junckers;roofgto;ingVitral UK; 
ri/ing DomusTlIes.'fhermo/insuiotion Rockwool

Data based on ter>der sum,tor gross internal floor 
area. Overheads and profit split across project pro rata

Percentage 
oftotal 

12.65

s
Cost per 

m'(£)
217.04

♦
r SUBSTRUCTURE

SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame

< ;

4 3.6461.43
11.34

103.55

Upper floors 0.67
Roof 6.13

fi • Staircases 
External walls 
Windows, external doors 

Internal walls and partitions 
Internal doors 

Croup element total 

INTERNAL FINISHES 
Wall finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 

Group element total 

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 
SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 
Water installations 
Space heating air treatment, 
services equipment, 
disposal installations 
Electrical, protective 
and communications 
installations, builder's 
work in connection 
Lift artd conveyor installation 14.07 

Croup element total

0.488.06h. i.
32.94
64.87
79.36

1.95
\.^<5. 3.84

4 4.70
12.44 0.74

373.98 22.15

64.25
56.62
10.54

131.40
114.16

3.81
3.35
0.62

7.78

6.76

0.549.06
48.95 2.90

10.78182.06

215.17 12.74
0.83

469.30 27.79

EXTERNAL WORKS 
PRELIMINARIES/INSURANCE 135.66 
CONTINGENCY 
TOTAL

Cost data provided by Davis Langdon & Everest

166.81 9.86
8.04

Storage pods cantilevered 

from side of pool hall (see 

Working Details, poges 36-37). 

Top right: pool with doors 

openable on to terrace. 

Storage pods to right- 

windows to multipurpose 

rooms at upper left

80.16
1,688.50

4.75
100.00

WE8LINKS

www.berners.org.uk
www.hodderassoclates.com
www.davlslangdon.com

www.arup.com
www.thomasarmstrong.co.uk

Cartmei Peninsula Recreational Trust 
Hodder Associates 

David Langdon 6 Everest 
Arup
Thomas Armstrong (Construction)
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has an open grassed area to the north that
the building might have addressed more as a
garden but there are hopes that the dry
sports hall will be built here one day.)

The pool hall is a Miesian box with deep
exterior dark-steel portal frames redolent of
Crown Hall (IIT) and the box-on-a-plinth
form of Mies’ Neue Nationalgalerie in
Berlin. But whereas in Berlin the pristine
box is all, here the Miesian clarity reads
more strongly inside than out, where the
extensive surrounding ancillary spaces build
a more complex, villa-like cubism. From a
few vantage points the box-villa (simplicity-
complexity) integration seems unresolved.
but generally the villa complexity predomi
nates and there is a rich range of immediate
views of this dense composition

Entry to the building is in the north-west
corner, leading both to the ‘dry side’ spaces
along the north and to pool changing areas
to the west. For most people the dry side is
the cafe, screened from the pool hall behind
a glass wall (the portal columns are here,
outside the ‘box’). Pairs of glass doors in this
wall slide back to allow a modest amount of
(unraked) spectating. The cafe area, though,
is more than a pool accompaniment; being
near Grange centre, it is a facility in its own
right. When we were there the clientele
included shoppers and people walking the
coastal path. The cafe will spill out on to the
easterly terrace as the weather improves.

Above the cafe are offices and multi-pur
pose rooms. Beneath it are dry changing
spaces, mainly leading to a fitness room
beneath the terrace. The slope of the site
allows both fitness room and pool hall to
have fully glazed, opening walls facing the
sea. With the pool water flush with the pool
surround, swimmers can enjoy the panora
ma. Clerestory windows bring in daylight
and allow the roof plane to float. Glare seems
unproblematical, though direct sunlight will 
fall on the water at a few times of the year.

To the south side of the hall, the internal
wall is faced with timber boards concealing 
three storage pods that cantilever on the out
side (see Working Details, pages 36-37). At the
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The cam which continues round '

to the left and becomes double

height op the outdoor terrace.

Portal swels land outside the
pool bo|. Some glass panels slide
back fbi| spectating during

swimmipg eventSrOpposIte top:

first-i ir multipurpose room
with windows to sea and, to right,
into pi hall. Opposite bottom:

ll-crafted palettesimpi

2a AprHI 200432 the architects’ journal



Pool viewed from terrace 

end, with splash pool 

behind attendant and 
four family/disabled 

changing rooms beyond



tMthing

Entrance route from town (left of wall)

At a time when local authorities are building 
few pools, not least because of the financial 
risks of running these staff-intensive build
ings, Ihe community of Grange-over-Sands 
in Cumbria has taken matters into its own 
hands and built its own pool. Grange is 
home to many retired people and the leisure 
time that goes with it, but there is a broad 
mix too. Some school students are being 
bussed to Bam»w for swimming lessons.

Converting the defunct lido was not an 
option. And despite lobbying by the commu
nity, South Lakeland District Council was not 
persuaded there was enough need for a new 
building, though later it did provide the site on 
condition the community raised the money 
for the building. An application to the Lottery 
was rejected at first as too ambitious; a dry 
sports hall was taken out of the package and 
the pool reduced from six lanes to four before 
a grant of £2.5 million was promised. This left 
the community to raise around £8(X),000.

And it did. Fund-raising has included, for 
example, legacies and sponsored walks. When 
the organising committee wanted to leaflet 
the whole town of 12,000, it called for volun
teers to help with the mailing - 400 turned up 
at the town hall. The new building has a 
donors board with some 1,000 names on it.

Grange-over-Sands is less a holiday resort 
than its name suggests; more estuary shore 
than golden beaches. And it suffers that com
mon Victorian legacy, a railway running 
along the shore where the land is flat and 
cheap to engineer. Along the water’s edge 
there is, first, a rather downtrodden prome
nade (with the lido), then the railway and 
then the edge of the town, which does not 
particularly face the sea. The pool’s site comes 
out of this reasonably well; it is located on the 
edge of Grange centre while being immedi
ately inland from the railway, which is in a dip 
at this point. The well-treed site slopes down 
toward the shore with a broad panorama.

Hodder Associates’ building responds to 
this context very directly. There is a plinth to 
level the site, a pool hall box open at one end 
facing east to the sea, and ancillary accom
modation on the other three sides. (The site
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0 building study

Light work
Modernism is alive and well in Hodder Associates' 
seaside Berners Pool, an intricate composition 
providing interlinked spaces suffused with daylight
By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Martins Hamilton Knight
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Penny Richards
Pringle Richards Sharratt

London’s Post-Modern parable 
nf the bank that had to say ‘no’

When and where were you born?

1950,London.
What is your favourite buiiding 

and why?

The SMN Railway Station in 

Fiorence.l like the imposing 
forecourt and all the details:the 
giant doors.the ironmongery and 

the alabaster glazing.
What is your favourite 

restaurant/meai?
Spaghetti alia bomba (baby 

mussels,chilli and garlic)followed 
by a fritto misto, at my favourite 

beach restaurant in Lerici.

What vehicie(s) do you own?

A Fiat Multipla.and halfa 1968 
FiatCinquecento.
What is your favourite film? 

Apollo 13.
What is your favourite book? 

Scenes from Diplomatic Life, 
by Lawrence Durrell.

What is your favourite 
'design classic'?

The 1967 Lancia FulviaZagato, 
and the tin opener.

What is the worst building 

you've ever seen and why?
The new Holiday Express and 
Travelodge flatpack-type hotels. 

There's no reason for budget 
architectures be so unimaginative. 

Who or what is your biggest 

architectural influence and why? 
A toss-up between Barragin and 
Aalto, depending on whether I am 

in a hot or cold mood.
Who are the most talented 

architects you've worked with?
I had better say John Pringle and Ian 

Sharratt, otherwise I can see that life 

in the office will be heavy going...
If you hadn't been an architect 

what would you have been? 

Fashion designer.
What would your advice be to 

architectural students?
I would say to the girls, don't listen 

to the people who moan about 
long hours, rubbish pay, and the 

glass celling ... give It afew years 
and you'll be amazed by what a 
fantastic career you have chosen. 

What would your motto be?
Go for it

According to a survey a few years back, not only 
did a third of English school children think an Ecu 

was a French taxi but a quarter believed the title of 
the German chancellor was'Bundespost'. On that 

form it would not be surprising if none at all had 
heard of the European Bank of Reconstruction 

and Development (EBRD), the 54-nation finance 
house founded to invest in the former socialist 

economies of Eastern Europe, so as to Integrate 

them into the European Community. This parti

cular gap in their knowledge 
would be the saddest of all, for 

the tale of the EBRD is a parable 
of Post-Modern times.

It all started in 1992 when the 

EBRD's EC auditors castigated 
its first president and his senior 
management for wallowing in 

architectural and artistic ext
ravagance. They were accused 
of causing fit-out architect 

Berthet & Pochy to lavish more 

than £53 million on finishing 

Number 175 Bishopsgate, a 
simple 35,000m^ office shell. But 

while awestruck visitors mar
velled at the bank's perfectly 
aligned mirror ceilings, clever 
reflecting department signs, 
and hewn marble lift lobbies, 

the real story remained untold.

In fact the fitting out of the 
EBRO had not exceeded cost 

limits, and had certainly cost no 

more than other shell and core 
fit-outs of similar size. What caused the trouble 

was the bank’s reluctance to accept its 'terraced 
housing' headquarters at Broadgate in the first 

place. The EBRD, ordered by Brussels to locate in 
London instead of Frankfurt or Berlin, had carried 

out feasibility studies on no less than 35 London 

buildings before taking on Broadgate at the end 
of 1991. It had considered Canary Wharf, Grand 
Buildings in Trafalgar Square, the Lutyens Midland 

Bank in Poultry, and - its first president's own 
emphatic choice - Embankment Place at Charing 
Cross by Terry Farrell. But for one reason or
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another none of these buildings was thought to 

be the right one. In the end the 1980s building 
on the uninviting Bishopsgate side of Broadgate 
was accepted as a cheap option that could be 

made Just palatable by means of a grand interior. 

Berthet & Pochy did wonders in transforming its 
rafts of would-be dealing rooms into the head

quarters of a 21st-century European institution, 

but it was not enough. Neither it nor its client, the 
bank, had really known what to expect in London.

Certainly neither had anticipat

ed the grand finale of an IRA 
bombing campaign coupled 

with such widespread misap
prehension about the meaning 

of the terms 'shell and core' and 
'fit-out'. Worse still came the 

British press in full witch-hunt
ing mode and, finally, the City of 
London erecting a plastic'Berlin 
Wall'round itself.

By July 1993, taking the initial 

property search into account as 
well, it must have looked to all of 

them as though London was the 
last place in the world that any

one in their right mind would 
want to locate an important 
bank. And sure enough, along

side the next auditors' report 

and in much smaller print,came 
the news that the EBRD's big 

brother, the European Central 

Bank, would not be located in 
London after all.

What were the lessons of this unfortunate 
business? Most importantly, that politics and 

architecture are so entwined that neither can 
prosper where there is chaos in the other. 

More particularly, we can now see what the 
toxic planning time bomb of 'conservation' and 
'groundscrapers' that constricted the redevelop
ment of central London in the 1980s really meant. 

It meant quite simply that, even 10 years later, 
there was still not a single building in the city that 

was big enough or new enough to accommodate 

a major EC institution.

The important 
lesson of this 
unfortunate 

business was 
that politics and 

architecture 

are so entwined 
that neither can 
prosper where 

there is chaos 

in the other'

SS April SODA



applied: you know, you commission a large- 
scale sculpture that has no real relationship 
to its site. However fabulous and brilliant 
artistically, there’s still the attitude that it’s 
quite alien to integrate the artist into the 
building process.’

Most of Modus Operandi’s work is UK- 
focused, but it has worked in Belgium, Ireland, 
Italy (temporary installations at the Venice 
Biennale) as well as Japan. Lovell has also lec
tured widely in the US and In Europe (and 
even spotted a rival once, taking notes).

What about the UK? Why are almost all art 
consultants here female?

‘I think women have a fantastic ability to 
multi-task and to keep in mind a grand vision 
at the same time as carrying out the day-to- 
day detail that is necessary on public art 
commissions,’ replies Lovell. ‘They are also 
very good at making sure that the artist’s inter
ests are kept in mind, that they are treated 
properly. If you nourish and nurture them, 
they’ll give you the best result.’

At the BBC, Lovell has enlisted artists 
including Rachel Whiteread, who has already 
produced a cast of Room 101, alongside 
temporary commissions. The team has just 
won planning permission for Breathing by 
Jaume Plensa, a permanent inverted glass 
cone on a roof that will shine light into the 
sky, pay homage to the spire of All Soul’s 
Church, and be a memorial for journalists 
killed in wars.

Just completed is some highly colourful 
work with artists Vong Phaophanit, Claire 
Oboussier and Kate Blee (daughter of archi
tect Anthony) at the City and Islington 
College, designed by Wilkinson Eyre. The col
lege opens officially next month but Lovell 
contends that the building is still ‘pristine’ 
after student occupation because people 
respect high-quality environments.

Lovell has just been appointed to work 
with Bennetts Associates on New Street 
Square in the City, and is also involved this 
summer with the London Biennale in 
Clerkenwell, coordinating artists to design 
benches with Ken Mackay.

Art is essentially Lovell’s life, and consult
ing is her ‘dream job’, but she can switch off, 
partly in learning Italian - appropriately, given 
her art historian husband Paul Hills, who 
lectured in Venice. She also enjoys cooking, 
swimming and having her tastefully designed 
Islington home (architect: Sergison Bates, 
artist; Mark PimJott) appear in the Evening 
Standard, as happened last month. Most 
unusually, fencing is another passion: Lovell’s 
weekly foil and sabre work tallies with her 
love of ballet.

‘To me, fencing is a combination of draw
ing and dancing,’ she explains.

Instantly, and vividly, we’re back in the 
Royal Festival Hall...

Art of the matter
that an object-based attitude was wrong - 
better to integrate the artists’ works into 
creating new public areas: an atrium by 
Giampaolo Babetto; a glass wall and cafe 
area by a Lovell favourite, Susanna Heron; 
and a sunken courtyard by Shelagh Wakely.

‘They were instantly hugely popular and 
became places to meet,’ she says. So popular 
that, incredibly, ‘hundreds of thousands of 
people’ attended last year’s opening party.

‘In Japan I found that there was very little 
public art that was being integrated into the 
building process - that still the large-scale 
American models of public art were being

There must also be a fallback situation. 
Lovell details her major projects: the 
BBC and the Phoenix Initiative, the 
scheme to ‘heal’ the centre of Coventry 
with MacCormac Jamieson Prichard, seven 
artists and a poet. The Marunouchi Build
ing in Tokyo was another, for the Mitsubishi 
Estate Company, which showed more 
enlightened attitudes to art and realisation 
of commissions abroad. Most projects 
are based on 1 per cent of the construction 
costs for art. Mitsubishi spent three times 
that at its new, Canary Wharf-scale mixed- 
use tower. Lovell convinced Mitsubishi □avid Teylor 
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Simon allford people

Vivien Lovell is making a 
big impact on the cityscape, 
integrating the work of artists 
and architects in key projects 
like the BBC's redevelopment 
of Broadcasting House

The danger of innovation, icons, 
and taking our i’s off the road

Picture the scene: a young girl is skipping 
along in Bexhill-on*Sea when she glimpses the 
De La Warr Pavilion, and her imagination is 
caught by a vivid Edward Wadsworth mural 
inside. Later, in London, the same girl is on a 
visit with her mother to the Royal Festival 
Hall, where the music - both 'frozen' and oth
erwise - leaves her entranced.

That girl was Vivien Lovell, today the 
grown-up, designer-clothes-loving director 
of Modus Operandi, and one of the foremost 
art consultants in the UK. Those early brushes 
with art integrating seamlessly with architec
ture, creating'life-enhancing and celebratory’ 
works ‘which made you feel special’, under
score her entire life.

After reading history of art and archi
tecture at UEA and a post-grad in arts 
administration at City University, Lovell made 
her name as the founding director of the 
Public Art Commissions Agency (PACA), an 
educational charity and non-profit consult
ancy. There she led major projects with 
‘regenerative public art elements’, including 
Cardiff Bay and Birmingham City Council’s 
Public Art programme, and worked on high- 
profile schemes such as Waterloo International 
Terminal with Nicholas Grimshaw.

Early involvement is, she feels, crucial. ‘If an 
artist is brought on board early in a project,’ 
says Lovell, ‘there is much more chance of a 
conceptual dialogue between the artist and 
the architect and other design professionals, 
engaging with fundamental aspects of a devel
opment. The other members of the design 
team will be doing that from the outset - so 
why not the artist? After all, artists are, par 
excellence, creative thinkers as well as design
ers and makers. It also maximises the budget 
available to spend on art rather than waiting 
until the end of a scheme when everything is 
under pressure.’

Ah, yes, money, always a bone of con
tention, perhaps particularly in this (to some) 
most cuttable of disciplines. But there is ‘mag
ical synergy’ to be had if clients persevere with 
a kind of art bartering.

‘I’ve never known a budget for art or 
indeed a building’s budget that wasn’t under 
pressure. The important thing is for archi
tects to have a generous approach to the 
involvement of another creative practitioner. 
With any strategy for art it’s very important 
to aim as high as you can. If you don’t go in 
with idealistic aims then they are only going 
to be cut back.’

I recently spent a number of days travelling the 
motorways. Somearewell signed,free of road
works and offer stunning views - the innovative 

product of their designers'extraordinary ability 

to sculpt earth and the circumstance of desire 
lines and topography. The bridges lumbering 

across these primary routes, by contrast are 
banal (or desperately overworked) attempts to 

create icons,competing unsuccessfully with the 
landscape infrastructure projects that called 

them into being. History demonstrates that 

outstanding innovative design emerges from the 
definition of core problems, not by attempts to 

innovate. The motorways of Italy are heroic 
because of the depth of their tunnels and the 

daring of their spans, not from any attempt at 
elaborate subsidiary structure. They are iconsof 

theemergence,post-war,of a modem industrial 

nation-state, which Berlusconi - In the current 
perverse fashion to prematurely shed Industrial 

capability - will no doubt look to replace.

The word 'innovation’is much used in the filing 
and regurgitating of architectural irrelevances.

'It ain't what you do it's the way that you sell K'is 
the spin doctors'mantra of what Lubetkin 

memorably described as the'derriere-garde: The 

Great Lottery Extravaganza and the hapless 
Millennium Commission provide, by contrast 

ample demonstration that innovation is the 
product of particular mir>ds in specific 
circumstances, confronted by very considerable 
problems. You can assemble the requisite minds 
but you cannot easily create the required order 

of the problem that challenges those minds 

toa point where they need to Innovate - the 
intelligent mind looks at the problem at hand, 

and responds accordingly. This condition was 

welt illustrated at the Dome, where the creation 
ofa'CommunItyCentre'for nationalised fun, with 

a do-gooding educational bent, proved such a 
horrendously empty task that the designers 

'solved' it by creating a very large, empty

structure.Unfortunatelyforusall.thishas 
become the wrong sort of icon because of vrhat it 
housed, rather than how far and cleverly it spans.

Inspired by the success of Gehrys Bilbao,'kon' 

is the other word ofthe day. Pre-Millennium, the 
call was for a theatre, pop centre,bio-climatk 
dome or swinging bridge; now it is for an icon - 

programme is irrelevant. With an icon, plus 
runway and easyJetyou too can become a 

declining industrialised city in north-east Spain 
with a much-publicised terrorist problem - even 

if you haven't got the Guggenheim collection.

ironically, Bilbao is in fact the supreme icon of 
the perversity of contemporary European 

politics. While Europe supposedly looks away 

from America, a superstar American arts 

organisation and architect create something that 
furthers local pride in a region that already sees 
itself as a suppressed provirrce of Castilian Spain. 

Simultaneously, Spain looks to subsume national 

differences under the bureaucratic flag of 

administration flown by the new European 
superstate, which proclaims (ineptly and naivety) 
the word'community'in Its incompetent logo. 

Even the architect-icon that Is our new Gold 
Medallist, Rem Koolhaas, struggled with that 

other European brand,the EC.

However.ltke states and superstates, buildings 
without specific programmes will rarely endure. 
Eiffel, a designer of vertical and horizontal 
people-nrtovers, created an icon for Paris because 
he was working out the most elegant way to 

allow people, without the risk of flying, to observe 

their cityfrom a balloon. Incidentally, the tower 

was onlyas'educationaras the observer's 
amNtion - its primary aim was todelight.

All of which leads me to conclude that the 
hollow call for Innovation, and the shallow claim 

for iconk status, are dangerous. They beg the 

question of architecture's relationship to the two 

i's - think not what we can do for them, but of 
what they have done for us.

‘Pre-Millennium, the call was for a theatre, 
bio-climatic dome or swinging bridge; now 
it is for an icon - programme is irrelevant’
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grossly misleading. We have 
created a solution that is based 
on a ‘foundation-to-roof’ app
roach that enables six-storey 
buildings to be constructed 
almost entirely off-site - yet these 
buildings deliver a high-quality 
internal space of exceptional 
architectural merit.
Mark Crimmim, director and 
general manager, Kingspan Off- 
Site, Sherburn, North Yorkshire

'r‘i'1}r li
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Dick’s Bar will stay but 
hotel campaign rages on
The Twentieth Century Society 
and SAVE Britain’s Heritage 
wish to correct statements on 
the redevelopment plans for 
Regent Palace Hotel (‘“Horror” 
at plans for Regent Street’, AJ, 
8.4.04). The article claims that 
‘both groups allege that the 
scheme includes the demolition 
of important 1930s restaurants 
in the building’s base... includ
ing the Art Deco Dick’s Bar’.

Both groups are aware of 
the plans to preserve the interi
ors, including Dick’s Bar. We 
are campaigning against the 
loss of the building as an 
important part of the conser
vation area and welcome any 
effort to preserve the impor
tant basement spaces.

The criticism of both groups 
is aimed at the demolition of 
the handsome faience-covered 
hotel building, which forms a 
major landmark in the conser
vation area, and the character 
of the proposed scheme and 
the inappropriate design of the 
proposed building in relation 
to both its surroundings and its 
Art Deco interior.
Cordula Zeidler, Twentieth 
Cen tury Society, London

The secret history of the Soviet Skylon
The Skylon was an inspiration. Yes, rebuild it. But if there really is a concern for authenticity, perhaps 
it should be at a place called Magnitogorsk in Russia, rather than on London’s South Bank.

The attached sketch {above) by Ivan Leonidov is of this town with the similar structures he was 
designing in the late 1920s. At an archive in Moscow, we came across a bundle of more-detailed 
drawings, some showing masts suspended off the ground on wires - identical to the Skylon. Rather 
than capturing the spirit of post-war Britain, Powell and Moya’s design might, in its time, have 
already been a piece of retro.

The Skylon was as its name: a pylon in the sky. It demonstrates Leonidov’s life-long quest to create 
architecture that would conquer gravity. On the South Bank it would be grounded against the Shell 
Centre backdrop.

One solution would be to permanently tether a large dirigible to the top. This would re-establish a 
connection to the sky, and refer to Leonidov’s probable intended purpose for such structures.
Nick Coombe, Stickland Coombe

launch of our off-site operation 
(‘Kingspan coalition enters the 
prefab market’, A) 8.4.04). We 
had a long conversation with 
your journalist, and not once 
did the words ‘coalition’ or ‘pre
fab’ crop up. Kingspan Olf-Site 
is not a coalition and we are not 
in the prefab business.

The investment we have 
made in creating Kingspan 
Off-Site is the largest single 
commitment to this sector 
yet seen.

And we are doing it by 
ourselves. Although we have 
carefully created a roster of 
partners to assist in the range 
of options to be available to 
clients in terms of design or 
construction options, there 
are no other companies that 
have a financial stake in 
Kingspan Off-Site apart from 
Kingspan itself.

Likewise, referring to us 
entering the ‘prefab’ market is

undoubtedly make a valuable 
economic contribution to the 
costs of complex concrete con
struction, but the meaningless 
and random embedding of 
Enric Miralles’ back-of-the- 
envelope doodles of Edinburgh’s 
skyline into the external fabric 
of the parliament is hardly a 
good example of the process 
being sensibly used. The bald 
fact is that the cost of the con
crete works to the complex now 
exceeds by some way the origi
nal completion budget for the 
entire building, and not all of 
this can be passed off as the 
result of’bomb-proofing’.
Peter Wilson, director.
Manifesto Foundation for 
Architecture, Napier University, 
Edinburgh

extremely black sense of 
humour when you tell us that 
the ‘precast concrete elements... 
highly wrought in terms of form 
and fmish... could not have 
been achieved economically 
without the use of digital fabri
cation techniques’.

As an example, the article 
mentions the cladding to what 
is now styled the ‘Press Tower’ 
of the parliament, but anybody 

the site while thesepassing
were being installed could not 
have failed to notice their
singular inability to fit against 
each other. Precast elements 
don’t turn out to be very cost- 
effective when they are made 
to tolerances that prevent 
their installation, and this was 
widely reported at the time as 
the cause of some considerable 
delay while replacements were 
manufactured.

Digital fabrication techniques, 
VN^ien intelligently applied, can

Please address letters fo the editor 
atThe Architects'Journal, IS) 
Rosebery Avenue, London EC IR 
4GB. fax0207S05670loremail 
angeio.newton^mop.com to 
arriveby 10am on the Monday 
before publication.
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No prefab coalition as 
Kingspan goes it alone
I was very disappointed to 
see your headline about the
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Sustainable communities doomed 

without planning revolution

Warning shots fired 
in new heritage battle
Your article ‘Architects to “lose 
out” in EH cuir (AJ 15.4.04) 
demands comment. The re
structuring of English Heritage 
(EH) proposed by chief execu
tive Simon Thurley was first 
made public in an interview 
with heritage minister Lord 
McIntosh reported in the Inde
pendent {SA.04). He termed it a 
'thoughtful and cohesive’ pilot 
scheme ‘to test major changes 
to the way listed buildings are 
cared for’. Furthermore, he said 
that Britain had dealt with its 
physical heritage in ‘a ram
shackle way that dates back 60 
years. We’re very good at manag
ing imperfect systems.’

Both McIntosh and Thurley 
display dubious validity. McIn
tosh is a politician with little, if 
any, expertise on the subject. 
Thurley is a historian, a scholar, 
and author of weighty mono
graphs mainly on royal palaces. 
Those currently in print date 
from 1993, and another is 
expected to be in bookshops in 
September at 320 pages long-to 
date the longest has 480 pages. 
Clearly such tomes are not 
knocked out in a night. When 
does he do his job?

Presumably such an oeuvre 
weighed heavily in his appoint
ment some time ago to the key 
management position in EH. 
Though perhaps not widely 
known, he has shown a marked 
propensity to favour initiatives 
proposed by the secretary of 
state for the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport 
(DCMS),Tessa lowell MP. low- 
ell. like her heritage minister, is 
a politician. These two, along 
with Thurley, are intent on 
‘streamlining’ - a vogue word in 
government circles.

Doing its bit, EH produced, 
in conjunction with the ODPM, 
Streamlining listed building: con
sent lessons from the use of 
management agreements. This

appeared in fune last year, to be 
followed a month later by Pro
tecting our historic environment: 
making the system work better, 
published by the DCMS, with a 
forward by Jowell. Both are 
essential reading for an under
standing of what is going on.

The warning shots have been 
fired, the principal actors in the 
drama identified. Battle lines are 
being established. The AJ, with 
its strong team, including the 
inimitable Heilman, is a power
ful and valued spokesman in the 
coming war.

And heads will roll to save 
heritage - our birthright.
John Bancroft, Haywards Heath

John Prescott is the first to admit that 'the planning 
profession has become downgraded - there's an inertia 
in the system! Yet the Egan Skills Review,unveiled this 
week,entru5ts local authorities with the crucial taskof 
realising the sustainable communities that are to define 
Britain's future. Charged with responsibility for delivering 
planned levels of high-quality housing,local authorities 
are urged to look at ways of encouraging private 
developers - a task wholly dependent on taking the 
uncertaintyand inefficiency out ofthe planning process. 
This gives added urgency to Prescott's recognition that 
'there has to bea culture change'within local authority 
planning departments. But for all the government's 
attempts to reform the planning system, it hasfailed to 
champion the radical shake-up that is necessary for a 
real step change.

Egan's review gives added urgency to the call, 
championed by the AJ and the Association of Chartered 
Architects, to introduce an element of competition to the 
planning system. In calling for greater emphasis on the 
pre-planning application process,his report acknowledges 
the importanceofconsultation,negotiation and evaluation 
- crucial services that should, ideally, be carried out by any 
authority or agency that has demonstrated particular 
competence in the field. In an ideal world,planning fees 
should be divided between the processing authority - 
which would be selected by the applicant - and the local 
authority,which would retain ultimate responsibility for 
approving or rejecting any scheme within its catchment 
area. If either party fails to meet its deadlines or deliver an 
adequate service, it should be obliged to reimburse its 
portion ofthe planning fee in full.

Egan's proposal for a National Centre for Sustainable 
Community Skills is laudable,conjuring up visions of a 
world in which even the most lowly planning officer is 
fully conversant with the language of joined-up thinking 
and holistic design. But high-calibre individuals cannot 
overcome the shortcomings of a system that is inherently 
inert. As long as individual planning authorities are 
allowed to operate as an effective monopoly, development 
will continue to be thwarted,frustrated or delayed.

Isabel Allen

Regions will stay strong 
says EH chief executive
While welcoming the opportu
nity to contribute to your recent 
article on our work to mod
ernise and improve the delivery 
of our planning and develop
ment services (AJ 15.4.04), I
fear your readers may come 
away with the Impression that 

fromwe are moving away 
regional delivery.

We are not. The changes 
increase capacity in our regional 
offices to focus on our strategic 
role in the planning system and, 
far from amalgamating regions, 
strengthen the ability of individ
ual regional offices to provide 
constructive up-front advice. 
Simon Thurley, chiefexecutive, 
English Heritage

Nothing economical 
about Holyrood fiasco
I don’t normally look to AJ’s 
technical pages for laughs, 
but your short piece on the 
Scottish Parliament in his 
review of ‘Digital Fabricators’ 
(AJ 15.404) brought me out in 
guffaws of disbelief.

Clearly you have been 
overdosing on the PR pills reg
ularly issued by the unnamed 
spKikespeople who inhabit the 
Holyrood site, or have an
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THE BIRTH OF ORDNANCE SURVEY 
When King George II commissioned a 
military survey of the Scottish Highlands In 

1746, the Job fell to William Roy,a far
sighted young engineer who understood 
the strategic importance of accurate maps. 
Ordnance Survey (OS] was born. As its name 

suggests, OS was created out of the 
requirements of military conflict and it has 

largely fulfilled this role, more recently 
through two World Wars. In 1995, OS 

digitised the last of some 230,000 maps, 
making Britain thefirst country in the world 

to complete a programme of large-scale 

electronic mapping.

A WOMAN WITH A PLAN 

Until Vanessa Lawrence, OS's youngest and 
first female director general, took the helm in 

2000, OS had a reputation as a stuffy leviathan. 
Drawing on her experience with US software 
giant Autodesk, producer of AutoCAD, 

Lawrence cou Id see OS from a different 

perspective ~ not as a mapping company but 
as an exciting software company with a 

massive market and the ultimate USP (unique 
selling point) -a kind of Microsoft UK. A 

controversial attempt backed by Lawrence, 
to convert OS to a public limited company in 

2002 was thwarted by MPs, who saw it as a step 

towards privatisation.lt remains agovernment 
agency reporting to the Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister.

ing the map ‘intelligent’. It is a key component 
of the transformation of the UK’s maps into 
what is arguably one of the most advanced 
integrated data systems in the world.

There arc already 440 million TOIDs in 
existence, allocated by OS to virtually every
thing in the UK that doesn’t move. ‘Linking 
our mapping to data held by other public 
sector organisations is just one of the ways 
we are bringing our information to more 
people than ever before, increasing the 
number of ways it can be used and maxi
mising its benefit for others,’ says [.awrence. 
‘We call it joined-up geography and it’s our 
contribution to the national drive to mod
ernise government.’

The word TOID is derived from the term 
‘topographic identifier’ and provides a vital 
link between map and data. Being significant
ly more accurate than a postcode, it opens the 
door for OS to make vast revenues from com
mercial licence fees. The TOID’s 16-digit code 
also eliminates the‘fuzzy matching’ problems 
of addresses. It can even differentiate between 
different forms of construction, glass and 
brick, for instance. The technology behind 
the TOID is not earth shattering but its com
mercial implications are. It is a cunning plan 
by which OS can open its products to a much 
wider market.

Quick on the uptake was Norwich Union, 
which now uses the MasterMap system for
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flood risk analysis. Previously when a house 
was flooded the other properties sharing the 
same postcode were marked as ‘at risk’ and 
paid higher premiums as a consequence. Nat
urally this could apply unfairly to properties 
that were much higher, and therefore at much 
lower risk. Now the TOID can pinpoint not 
only an individual property but also, because 
of its topographical component, its height 
above sea level and hence the risk of flooding.

So what use is all this technology to archi
tecture? Architects can now add their own 
data relating to a proposed development to 
the appropriate TOID. This must be in accor
dance with a specified database schema. This 
standard format will enable the exchange of 
information with other organisations and 
would, for instance, permit details to be 
relayed to planners who could superimpose 
the proposed information over an existing 
map. Alternative projx>sals can also be 
attached. In turn, this information could be 
accessed by the fire service to identify a build
ing’s structure/fabric when dealing with an 
emergency. In reverse, the development at the 
Tricorn in Portsmouth, which is reinstating 
the original road layout, can access the origi
nal data and integrate this with the new 
scheme.

Data collection is the lifeblood of OS. 
Coming some 20 years too late for George 
Orwell’s 1984, MasterMap would have

delighted Big Brother. At its HQ in 
Southampton, data collectors can watch the 
progress of construction projects from their 
desktops. Information is gathered continu
ously by 400 inspectors out in the field and 
two aircraft sweeping the skies taking high- 
resolution photographs. This enables them to 
make 5,000 updates per day. Any fixed object 
can be allocated a TOID, even buildings 
under construction - currently 99.8 per cent 
are recorded within six months of comple
tion. This level of updating represents a 
significant evolution from traditional cartog
raphy, but it is the TOID that takes mapping 
to a whole new place.

However, even with the vast resources at 
OS’s disposal, converging data is not without 
its problems. In March of this year, the more 
accurate GPS information, when overlaid on 
to MasterMap, unearthed the embarrassing 
dilemma that the entire town of Oswestry in 
Shropshire was some 2.5 metres further east 
than existing maps had shown. While 
appearing dramatic, OS countered that 
it was all ‘relative’, and that individual 
properties were in fact correct in relation to 
their neighbours.

Nevertheless, Lawrence maintains that the 
MasterMap is ‘the greatest aid to modern 
planning and organisation in Britain’. With a 
turnover in excess of £100 million and no 
competition, who’s arguing?
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Master of all it surueys
Ordnance Survey claims that its new MasterMap 

is 'the greatest aid to modern planning and 

organisation in Britain'. So how do architects 

stand to gain? Michael Hammond reportsI *• »

yr

Projects are mapped even before 
completion.With400lnspectorsoutinthe 

field and two aircraft taking high-resolution 

photographs from the skies. Ordnance 
Survey Is able to make 5,000 updates per day

The public still knows Ordnance Survey (OS) 
for its comprehensive range of printed leisure 
maps, yet electronic data now accounts for 
some 80 per cent of OS’s turnover. Indepren- 
dent estimates show that the national 
mapping agency’s data now underpins up to 
£136 billion worth of economic activity in 
Britain - everything from crime-fighting and 
construction to marketing and mobile 
phones. Some £10 million of its annual rev
enue comes from the ‘property and legal’ 
sector, much of it from architects.

Key to this commercial success is the ongo
ing development of MasterMap, spearheaded 
by director general Vanessa I.awrence. At the 
core of the big ‘C, digital technology conver
gence, MasterMap brings together data 
resources from global positioning systems 
(GPS), geographic information systems 
(GIS), traditional surveys, integrated trans
port networks (ITNs) and aerial photography 
into one seamless, multi-layered map. In fact, 
according to OS, ‘it’s not really a map in the 
traditional sense but a digital map framework 
for accessing any mapping data you need’.

However, the masterstroke, and potentially 
one of the most far-reaching developments, is 
the introduction of TOID. It is not in any dic
tionary yet but this small word is here to stay 
and will be part of our lives vdiether we know 
it or not. A TOID is a unique identifier or a tag 
used to attribute data to a map, instantly mak-
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MasterMap layers showing, clockwise from top left, ITNs, addresses, imagery and topography
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THERE’S A STRUCTURE TO THE 
ART OF WATERPROOFING
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RIW LAC

No matter what the waterproofing problem, above or below ground. RIW has It covered.

RIW provides the most comprehensive range of innovative and traditional waterproofing 
systems, specially designed to overcome many of the waterproofing problems associated with 
today’s structures.

Speak to the company that has mastered the art of waterproofing by contacting our Technical 
and Design Advisory Centre on 01344 397777 or email technical@riw.co.uk

COMPLETE WATERPROOFING REASSURANCE FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY
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KEY

1. Leadership.
2. Vision.
3. Generic skills.
4. Solar power.
5. Ideal sustainable community.
6. Community song (^er oonov«i)
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who said what vital statistics

‘Euen a design by a Soane 
or a Hawksmoor could be 
turned into a monster by an 
incompetent draughtsman’

'In lamenting 
uanisheduisions, 
it is also worth 
remembering how 
many amazing and 
improbable 
buildings have seen 
the light of day.
Visit Castle Howard 
on a wintry morning 
and marvel at 
Hawksmoor's 
mausoleum. Look 
up at the soaring 
spectacle of Sagrada 
Familia and gasp'
Fiona MacCarthy. Guardian, 
15.4.04

‘Real comfort is not about a large sofa; in my view, many things 

that look as though they should be comfortable aren’t at all’
John Pawson. Guardian, 19.4.04

• NearlydOpercentofScottish 
voters are either ambivalent or 

unfavourably disposed to the 
work of the Scottish Parliament, 

according to a survey carried 
out by MORI for the presiding 

officer George Reid.

• ApollforlTVcurrentaffairs 
show Tonight has found that 
more than 25 per cent of parents 

would consider either faking a 
religious commitment or using 

some other dishonest ploy to 
win their children a place at the 

school of their choosing.
• Privatedonationstothearts 

from companies and individuals 

reached £376 million last year, 

research by government 
agency Arts and Business has 

revealed.This represents the 
equivalent of a third of the 

£957 million of taxpayers' 
money that was spent.

• ThenumberofCCTVcameras 

in Britain has topped four 
million,according to Sheffield 
University's Centre for 

Criminological Research.The 

figures-which are the highest 
of any country In the world - 
represent one camera for every 

14 people in the UK.

Terry Farrell on the modern practice of 'trophy architecture’. 
The T/mes 19.4.04

‘After establishing the AA 
as one of today’s greatest 
schools, Mostafavi, I am 
sure, will write an exciting 
new chapter for Cornell’
Rem Koolhaas on Mohsen Mostafavi’s appointment as 
dean of architecture at Cornell. Cornell Chronicle. 15.4.04
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Paul Hamilton (1924-2004)
Few architects get the opportunity to design 
innovative transport buiidings,although the 

idea of speed and movement was an essential 

part of the programme of Futurist and 
Functional Modernism. Paul Hamilton,who 

died on Good Friday aged 79,was an exception.
In 1968 he designed that marvellously 

dynamic structure the Paddington 
Maintenance Depot, whose sleek,curved, 

streamlined offices rise above the ramparts of 
the M40 Motorway out of London, while below 

grade lies the huge circular train shed adjacent 

to the main Paddington station. After years of 
maintenaixe neglect, it was re-evaluated and 
officially listed Grade II* and is now owned and 

occupied by Monsoon and - at the lower level - 

bythe Nissan DesignCentre.
During the past few years, Paul Hamilton 

saw a resurgence of interest in his pioneering 
transportation buildings - his boldly 
cantilevered railway station at Harlow and a 

signal box at Birmingham New Street have 
both been listed.

Paul was born Paul Albert Herschan, the son 

ofMaxand Camila Herschan, in Vienna in 

1924. From 1935-38 he was educated at the 

Gymnasium Humaniska in Vienna before 
being expelled asa Jewish pupil. He arrived in 

England under the Kindertransport scheme in 

1939. His parents were murdered in the 
Holocaust.

Warservtce took him to many parts of the 
world and he was badly wounded after the 
British airborne landings of 0-Day1944.

Demobbed in 1947,he started his 
architectural training at the AA (1947*53) and 

after completion Joined the LCC architects' 

department for three years before moving to 
British Rail as Senior Architect.

In 1964 he left BR to form a partnership with 

his former AA student colleague John 
Bicknell, which continued until Bicknell's 

death and the creation of the Paul Hamilton 

Design Group in 1984. The Bicknell and 
Hamilton work included the refurbishment of 

Rodwell House in the City of London, a 

number of private houses and Camberley 
Staff College housing.

Paul Hamilton was a good friend and 
conversationalist. Sitting at the AA Member's 

Bar, he could be seen sucking away at his 
ubiquitous pipe and engrossed in a detailed 

conversation about some aspect of 
architecture, often voicing disapproval at the 
newfadsofBrutalismand especially 'Past- 

Modernism'as he called it.

He shared a wide range of interests with his 
wife Margaret that included a great admiration 

for the work of the Ottoman architect Sinan in 

Turkey, a country he had visited frequently 
before mass tourism took hold.

Paul Hamilton: pioneer of transport buildings

In England he continued his education at 

Taunton School between 1939and'42,and in 
1942 hevolunteeredforthe British Army,first 

joining the Alien Piorteer Corps In Glasgow. 
There he was given an hour to chosea new non- 

Germanic nom de guerre. Aware that he had 
the initials PAH printed on his kitbag he glanced 

across theGiasgow streets and saw a bus on its 
way to Hamilton. Itbecamehisrtame. Dennis Sharp

<virtual environment>
from Integrated Environmental Solutions Limited

design simulate + innovate
GET YOUR DESIGN RIGHT FIRST TIME WITH lES <VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT

Leading the way in sustainable 
design.
From the earliest stages of the design process you can 
assess: solar impact and rights to light, daylighting, natural 
ventilation, energy performance, occupant comfort, capital 
and running costs, occupant safety and evacuation, 
carbon emissions and building regulations compliance.

No wonder lES <Vlrtual Environment> 
is the emerging industry standard.
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Accelerate Evolution

In the natural world the process of evolutiOT creates i^erfectly
developed species, each uniqueiy moulded to its enwonment.
Some species of bird migrate annually to avoid extremes of
temperature that they would not otherwise withstand

r-Temperature and environment control in office buildmgs c^iTOtjf 
rely on migrating the workforce! You need fast, effective
to enable y<xj to create ambient environments that b^ance
operating efficiency and employee comfort.

This is where Fluent can help. Our pioneering fluid flow simulation
technology can build multiple predictive models to test and refine
your designs over and over again. Enabling you to evolve the
best solutions quickly and cost effectively.

Fluent has many years of proven experience delivering high
quality fluid flow solutions lo the building services industry and

FLUENTwe have evolved too - into the clear market leader.

For more information:
Pioneering Simulation Technologyw; www.fluent.com e: ipfo@f)uent.co.uk t: 0114 281 8888



Gustafson Porter hits Nottingham

Gustafson Porter has won a competition to redesign
Nottingham’s Old Market Square, the city’s most
important public space.

The £5 million design features textured water ter
races, a new avenue of trees on a traffic-free Long
Row and a dynamic water channel, which follows the
wall line that once divided the great marketplace and
the Saxon and Norman boroughs of Nottingham.

The current layout of the square dales back 75
years, and competition organiser Nottingham City
Council hopes the new proposals will revive the
space, making it a destination in its own right.

The design will now be developed for further pub
lic consultation to go for planning in the summer.
Construction is expected to begin during 2005/06.

The practice beat five other firms to the job: Hop
kins Architects, Conran & Partners, Patel Taylor, 
Gillespies and Copenhagen-based Stig L Andersson.

Nottingham City Council leader Jon Collins 
said: ‘I think Gustafson Porter has come up with an 
excellent design that will meet the needs of the 
people of Nottingham.

‘My p>ersonal preference when we started this 
com[>etition was to see something that is classy and 
classic and will stand the test of time as the existing 
design has done. That is exactly what we have got and 
I look forward to seeing this design being developed 
and hearing what people have to say about it.'

Gustafson Porter's £5 million 

design includes a new avenue 

of trees on a traffle-free Long Row 
to revive Nottingham's most 

Important public space as a 
destination in its own right

Zoe Blackler
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US members slam ‘flawed’ RIBA
The staff and leadership at the RIBA’s Portland Place headquarters 
have come under fire from the institute’s American members for 
failing to support the work of the US chapters.

RIBA-USA has become increasingly infuriated with the 
‘attitude of those back in the UK’, who they claim ‘are more inter
ested in promoting the American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
than the work we do’.

The co-chair of the RIBA’s New England chapter, Debbie Bent
ley, said the RIBA was endangering both its own reputation as 
an international institute and the reputation of British architects 
by ‘this flawed attitude’.

‘The fact is there are people like [councillor] Peter Phillips in 
the RIBA who are Little Englanders and would be happy to see the 
international branches closed down,’ she told the A].

‘This problem came to a head when the institute’s website 
published details of an AIA CPD course and chose to ignore 
ours. It is simply wrong to promote their events over and above 
the ones we organise.

‘We don’t have a staff and we do all the work ourselves,’ Bentley

said. ‘But we do pay a lot in subs because of the exchange rate 
and the least we might have expected was a bit of backing.

‘The RIBA needs to get a lot better at promoting the work of 
British architects. The AIA is extremely good at going around 
the world blowing its own trumpet and we need to be doing that 
as well as them.

‘The institute and its staff should wake up and smell the coffee,’ 
Bentley added. ‘They need to promote the work that RIBA 
members do overseas if they have any intention of growing 
internationally.’

However, the RIBA’s head of international affairs, Ian 
Pritchard, said he was unconcerned by the criticism. ‘We promote 
events of interest organised by anyone, anywhere, and there 
certainly has been no decision to favour one organisation over 
another,’he said.

‘We have pointed Debbie to areas of our website where 
we have detailed her events and other details of RIBA-USA 
work,’ Pritchard added.

Ed Dorrell

Louejoy future unsure 
as merger talks held
The future of leading land
scaping firm Lovejoy is in doubt 
this week following a series of 
surprising financial moves.

The office has sold its 
Scottish operation to US mas
terplanning giant EDAW while 
simultaneously entering into 
talks to merge the remaining 
company with fellow landscape 
designer Whitelaw Turkington.

Senior figures argue that 
these moves will leave the com
pany in a stronger position and 
represent the culmination of an 
‘exciting period of change’.

They also deny that they were 
forced into the move through 
financial circumstances. ‘The 
Lovejoy and Whitelaw Turking
ton deal will simply be a

marriage that suits both of 
us,’ said Ixjvejoy managing direc
tor Martin Kelly.

‘They are around half our 
size and have a very comple
mentary skills base. We also feel 
they provide a similarly high 
quality of work.

‘We believe that this deal will 
make us one of the very biggest 
privately owned landscape firms 
in the business.’

However, Kelly added that 
Lovejoy is in no great hurry to 
complete the negotiations. 
‘There is no timescale at the 
moment,’ he said.

‘We would continue with 
our strategy of international 
growth even if the merger 
talks fail.’

i'i
t

I’
The Frank Whittle Partner ship and developer Peel Holdings have 

unveiled plans to bring horse racing to Manchester. The scheme - called 

New Manchester Racecourse - will be sited in Salford Forest Park and wlH 
indudc this 6,000-capacity grandstand. The project also aims to provide 

other recreational and leisure facilities, triggering regeneration in the 

surrounding area. Peel Holdings'strategic planning director Peter Nears 
said he hoped the project would add to Manchester's recent economic 
renaissance. 'The Commonwealth Games provided a boost and the New 

Manchester Racecourse will complement and build on Manchester^ 
worldwide reputation as a city of sporting excellence,' he said.
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If you can’t trust 
the Swiss to keep things quiet 
who can you trust?

3

We’d all like silent plumbing and now, with Part E, the government is encouraging it. 
With the Swiss, of course, it’s a religion. To understand why, you should know that most 
Swiss live in apartments. The last thing they want is to have to listen to the neighbours.

Even the Mepla pipework

supplying the water plays its

part, with a range of noise

reducing devices such as

acoustic tap mounts and rubber

lined brackets, pipe arid fitting sleeves.

Taps in the system are designed to

prevent water hammer in the circuit

(something many people in this country

will be all too familiar with).

High Density
Polyethylene Pipework

controls resonance.
With so much techr»ology going into

and have acoustic isolators on moving parts, delivering the water quietly, it would beConcealed plumbing is 
already quieter.

With Geberit, plumbing is as easy on the ear 

as it is on the eye. You can't see it because 

a clever system of rigid rrxxjnting frames 

hides it in the wall. And you can't hear it, 

partly because the wall itself acts as ^ 

effective acoustic barrier.

such as operating push rods, to guard against foolhardy rK>t to dispose of it in the

same manner. Geberit HDPE pipeworknoise caused by heavy-handed use.

reduces rraise in areas of high water

turbulence and can be even rrwe

effective when used with Isol wrap.

acoustic brackets and insulation

sleeve. In this way, both solid and

airborne noise is reduced.
Acoustic isolaton.

Unique mounting frame 
has many sound-reducing 

features.
Geberit mounting frames, vy^ch support the 

various appli^Tces. are themselves isolated 

from the floor and wall by foam, rubber or 

cork mountings. Even the polystyrene 

protection on the buift-in cistern, which 

primarily prevents condensation build-up, 

has a secondary sound reducing function.

Unparalleled hush.
The Geberit system brings unheard of peace 

and quiet to the washroom and the building 

in general. It opens up whole new vistas of 

opportunity for both interior designers and 

architects. The r^ult can be bath and wash

rooms that are not only stunningly attractive 

to look at but efficient and uncannily quiet in 

use, bringing benefits throughout the home.

Gebent niing varve
is quieler than

traditional valvas.

You might think that this all adds up to an 

achievement that the Swiss could justifiably 

shout about. But then, that wouldn’t be very 

Swiss, would it?

In the cistern itseff, filling v^ves use a unique 

low noise design, which copes with fluctuation 

in supply pressure. Flush buttons and plates 

can be manually or pneumalicalty operated
Acoustic mountings.

■ GEBERITenquiry 3 on card 
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or telephone 01622 717811.



No crisis’ as chairman 
Mostafaui quits the AA

IMW development 
agency feels pinch
The Northwest Development 
Agency (NWDA) has admitted 
that it has over-committed 
itself to the tune of £220 mil
lion for the next 12 months.

It is understood that while 
Alsop Architects’ Fourth Grace 
proposal for Liverpool’s water
front will remain unharmed, 
other lower-profile regenera
tion schemes in the North West, 
particularly Liverpool and 
Southport, could be postponed 
for at least a year.

The development agency 
has disclosed that it is commit
ted to spending £630 million 
this year but has only secured 
funding of £410 million, a 
practice known as ‘over-pro
gramming’.

In a formal statement, the 
new chief executive of the 
NWDA, Steven Broomhead - 
who has just completed a 
review of the quango’s work 
and commitments - said the 
agency was committed to hit
ting budget.

'The agency has developed 
a three-year strategic invest
ment plan that has been 
agreed by our board and we 
will see it through,’ he said. 
‘We fully intend to meet pro
jected budget and performance 
targets over the lifetime of 
the plan.

‘Projects will be reviewed on 
an ongoing basis with schemes 
being brought forward to cover 
any variation in programme 
that may occur.

‘Projects that have already 
received approval from the 
agency are clearly priorities, 
and we are currently in 
discussions with individual 
project sponsors on how we 
will profile our funding over 
the next three years,’ Broom- 
head added.

C

base. Whoever now comes in, we are not lookingArchitectural Association (AA) chairman Mohsen
Mostafavi has quit his pK)st to become dean of for a crisis manager.’ 
Cornell’s architecture school. Allford said the resignation, which coincides 

with that of AA secretary Edouard Le Maistre, pro
vided an opportunity to rethink the chairman's role.

The chairman currently receives a 
six-figure salary to provide the 
academic leadership and financial 
management of the school. But 
the role could be tailored to the

Mostafavi’s resignation follows a dramatic refer
endum last month in which the school voted against 
his automatic reappointment for a 
third term. Mostafavi pledged not 
to stand for re-election if he lost 
the referendum.

US-born Mostafavi will now 
take up his appointment at 
Cornell on 1 July, where he 
will oversee three academic 
departments, 50 faculty mem
bers, 500 undergraduate and 200 
graduate students.

Mostafavi told the AJ he had 
been ‘disappointed’ by the AA’s 
reappointment process.

'1 realised, as things pro
gressed, the whole procedure MostafaviistoJoinCornellonIJuly 
needed a level of refinement. The 
system is not so appropriate for this day and age.’

But he added he had enjoyed a ‘wonderful’ nine 
years and wished the l>est for the school.

AA council member Simon Allford denied that the 
resignation and the circumstances surrounding it 
spelled a crisis for the school.

‘The whole situation was sli^lly overdramatic 
the way it happened,’ Allford said. ‘Mohsen has done a 
fantastic job, and given the school a solid financial

skills of the new chairman.
‘The school is now in a very 

strong position academically and 
culturally,’ said Allford. ‘Any new 
person will find a committed group 
of students and staff. They will 
have the opportunity to evolve the 
school. It's an exciting time and 
there could be lots of changes.’

The AA will now form a com
mittee to seek candidates. The 
final decision will be made by the 

staff and students. Some are suggesting the 
appointment of a star such as Rem Koolhaas or 
Zaha Hadid.

One obvious home-grown candidate is Peter 
Cook, high-profile professor of architecture at the 
Bartlett. As well as internal and UK candidates, the 
post is likely to attract high-calibre applicants from 
the US and Europe.

Zoe Blackler

Spinnaker troubles deepen after auditor’s report
also reached fever pitch this 
week after project bosses 
admitted that the cost had 
jumped by another £2 million 
to £10.5 million.

When complete, the scheme 
- now being overseen by 
Harrington Design - aims to 
provide an ‘iconic viewing 
platform’ that will trigger 
regeneration and tourism in the 
surrounding area.

But the auditor’s report says

the ignorance of the council as a 
client has damaged the entire 
project: ‘My overall view is that 
the council has failed to manage 
the tower project with due 
regard to local taxpayers.

‘Instead of having in place a 
strategy which provided the 
framework for the management 
of the project, the council has 
proceeded by way of short-term 
expediency and by reacting to 
events,’ the report added.

Portsmouth’s troubled Spin
naker Tower, originally by local 
architect Hedley Greentree, has 
come in for more criticism this 
week following the publication 
of a district auditor’s report.

The document attacks 
Porlsmoutli City Council’s 
management of the scheme, 
blaming local officers and 
councillors for the current 
delays and cost rises.

Local criticism of the project

Tom Clark designed 'Cornered Project' as part of his third-year work 
on a BA course at the University of Manchester. It was a design for a 
communityproject in the northern part of Manchester, which was 
intended to deal with issuesof continuity and materiality. Clark's 
tutor was Paul Jones.

Student Showcase Is sponsored by Students'Union, 
a website set up by Union In association with 
The Architects'Journal at w¥n¥.students-unlon.net.To 
submit work for publication in Student Showcase, 
email a publication quality Image to 
ajstudentshowcase@emap.com

^5TUOENTS

9 UNION

6 ' the architects' Journal SS April 200-4



CCtHc important thing is for architects 

to have a generous approach to the 
inuoluement of another creative practitioner^^

Gustafson Porter's 
designson 
Nottingham's 
Old Market Square 

page 10

I .
• I

Art consultant Vivien Lovell on successful art/architecture collaborations
pages 24.^

Allies and Morrison Architects'refurbishment of the Royal Festival 
Hall and Its surroundings got under way on Tuesday following a 
£5 million donation from the Clore Duffield Foundation.The total 
cost is £91 million, including the £71 million refurbishment of the

Royal Festival Hall, a £14 million new extension building 
and landscaping costing £6 million.The project alms to create a 
'world-class venue for London, for our artists and audiences in 
the21st century'

Test case threat to planning law
The future of the planning system will o)me under threat the planning system,’Harris added.‘It’s all about the Human Rights Act
at a G^urt of Appeal hearing next month into Gumuchdjian Architects’ being abused once again.’ 
plans for the controversial Tate Tower on London’s South Bank.

The ODPM is hoping to use 
the case to set a legal precedent 
against the use of the Human 
Rights Act’s property clauses in 
the planning process.

The department’s legal team is 
determined to destroy the argu
ment put by residents that the 
tower will infringe on their 
human rights by reducing the 
value of their properties.

But if the residents’ group 
emerges victorious, hundreds 
of planning decisions will become 
unsafe because inspectors have 
failed to consider the impact on 
surrounding land value.

The planning consultant for 
developer London Town, Peter
Harris, said he was disappointed ResidentsclaimtheGumuchdJianplansvfilireducetheirproperties'value 
but not surprised by the latest
legal issues. The government’s lawyers are very keen to set this 
precedent as soon as possible,’ he told the AJ.

They are concerned because if the residents are successful 
in the case then it would overturn hundreds of major planning 
decisions. We are being used as a guinea pig for the whole of

SS April S004

And independent planning expert Brian Waters agreed
that the case could prove to be 
definitive for the future of the
planning system.

‘I can completely understand 
why the ODPM feels that the 
planning system needs to be 
tested because the human rights 
issue is a big one,’ he said.

‘There were a series of test 
cases of this nature a couple 
of years ago and the planning 
system appeared to be robust 
enough to survive, but it 
seems to have come under threat 
again,’ he added. ‘It is only a 
shame because it will be costing 
the client a lot of money. 
It’s harsh to ask them to start 
building two years later than 
they planned.’

Philip Gumuchdjian said the 
situation was annoying for both the practice and the developer. 'Even 
though the case is important it is a waste of money for us,’he said.

‘All I really want is for everyone to get round the table, have 
a good chat and build the best building for the site,’ he added.

Ed Dorr'ell
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Mohsen Mostafavl 
quits the AAfor 
Cornell »»page6

CCtHb institute and its staff should wake up and smell the coffee
Co-chaIr of the RIBA's New England chapter Debbie Bentley accuses the RIBA 
of failing to support the work of the US chapters

Architect imprisoned 
ouer £3.5m charity scam

RIBA EXTENDS HAND TO CHINA
The RIBA has extended the 
opportunity to become affiliate 
members of the institute to all 
architect members of the 
Architectural Society of China.
The offer ofthe status was agreed 
by the Membership and Regions 
Committee, together with the 
presidents of the Rl BA, Rl AS, 
RSUAand theRSAW.

An architect has started a three-year jail sentence after modation for the elderly, hostels for Bournemouth 
being found guilty of defrauding a charity out of University students, accommodation for Cheshire 
£3.5 million on a series of six construction projects.

Guy Pound, 71, formerly of the Poole-based Guy land in Wallisdown, near Poole.
Pound Practice, was sentenced at 
Southampton Crown Court after 
charging the Talbot Village Trust 
£980,000 for non-existent work.

He was also found guilty of 
defrauding the charitable trust of 
up to £3 million more by inflating 
professional fees on the six separate 
projects, which were worth £ 15 mil
lion in total.

Quantity surveyors Anthony 
Green from Lewes and Brighton- 
based Peter Beard were each also 
sentenced to nine months - sus- 
p)ended for 12 months - for their 
part in the fraud.

Pound - who was jointly respon
sible for the planning, design and general oversight 
of the sue projects - was on the ARB register long period by the charitable trust abused their long- 
until 1996 and had been carrying out work for the standing relationship to syphon off money through 
trust since 1974.

The schemes he completed included accom-

Homes and related road projects on the trust’s

The three men had disguised 
excessive fees by including them as a 
percentage of the building costs in 
the contracts, instead of providing 
an itemised bill.

CRASH, BANG, WALLOP 
The construction and property 
industry's charity for the homeless, 
CRASH, is set to host a photographic 
exhibition at interbuild.The event 
will feature photosand images 
submitted by homeless or formerly 
homeless people from CRASH- 
assisted projects.

The Serious Fraud Office (SFO) 
began investigating their work in 
partnership with the Dorset Police 
Commercial Branch in May 1999.

The investigation included the 
analysis of road samples and the dis
covery of the absence of concrete 
that the trust had paid for.

A spokesman for the SFO 
said that Pound and his co-cons-

FOSTER FINISHES SAGE ROOF
The fmal panel of the unique 
roof of Foster and Partners'Sage 
Gateshead was Rtted on the 
building's front elevation on 
Monday.Thecurved steel roof 
weighs 750 tonnes and will enclose 
the performance sp>aces,the Music 
Education Centre.the Music 
Resource Centre, rehearsal spaces, 
entertainment suite,bars and 
restaurants beneath. O

piralors were guilty of a very 
unpleasant crime.

‘Three experts in their profession employed over a

Guy Pound before his sentence

manipulating the contracts,’ he said.
Ed Dorr«ll

Egan review prompts Prescott skills backing
Deputy prime minister lohn Prescott has throvm his weight behind 
a national centre dedicated to the skills needed for his ambitious Sustain
able Communities Plan.

The move follows a warning from John Egan that without such a 
centre the £22 billion building programme will be unachievable.

Egan issued the call in his skills review, sponsored by the ODPM and 
published on Monday. It forms the centrepiece to a raft of recommenda
tions for how to tackle the skills crisis.

CABE’s director ofleaming and development, Chris Murray, who has 
been working with Egan on the review, agreed that the lack of skills was 
the biggest impediment to seeing through the ambitions of the plan.

‘The plan sets out to do something completely new,’ said Murray. ‘This 
hugely ambitious task requires new skills. If we lacked the skills before, 
then obviously there’s an even bi^er gap now. Architects have a lot to 
teach about multidisciplinary working, but this needs to be a partnership 
with all the other built-environment professionals.’

The ODPM has now commissioned Deloitte to produce an options 
appraisal to consider how the new National Centre for Sustainable 
Communities Skills will work in practice.

A|t4nB architeeCs* journal

Murray suggested the centre was unlikely to become a major institu
tion, since the focus of the plan is firmly on the regions, all of which have 
their own centres of excellence.

Prescott has welcomed the review and pledged to provide financial 
backing for the centre. Its budget will be announced shortly.

Egan, outlining his recommendations, said: ‘We firmly believe that 
attempting to up-skill professionals in isolation will not produce the 
outcomes we are seeking. Instead success will depend on changing the 
attitude, behaviour and knowledge of everyone involved.’ * •

EGAN'S RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to bridge the gap between our current skills base and skills 
we require for creating sustainable communhies, we need:
• a common language and understanding of what we are trying to 
achieve - what makes a sustainable community;
• clear responsibilitiesfor delivering sustainable communities;
• effective processes for delivery; and
• theskillsbasetosupportthese.
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