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When it comes to construction projects, you expect 
Corus to consider every detail. That's exactly how we 
approached building our new website.

Covering everything from product Information and 
technical data to breaking news and industry best 
practice, our new site contains a wealth of information 
on how Corus can support you In delivering the best 
possible building solutions.Dedicated to our presence in the construction sector, 

corusconstructlon.com brings together, for the first time 
on a single site, the full range of Corus construction 
products and services.

For your own site visit, go to www.corusconstruction.com

With over 2000 pages of constantly updating content, 
corusconstruction.com is your Indispensable online guide 
to everything you need to know about steel in construction.

www.corusconstruction wim
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EDITORIAL

MURRAY’S ANALYSIS SETS 
OUTA BLUEPRINT FORTHE 
RESCUE OF CUMBERNAULD

MsfUln* of the Year 
6e«t-0esifned B2B Magazine 
Redealgniltelaunch of the Year 
Magazine Design Awards 2005

THE ARCHITECTS'JOURNAL 
151 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R4GB

Editorial enquiries 
020 7505 6700 
Editorial fax number 
020 7505 6701 
Email
fir6trtame.surname@emap.com

lit) Luihel Allen

'the one construction in Scotland where the 
theoretical is manifest in the realiti)", he redefines 
it O.S on e.vainple of the disjunction between 
architectural theory and the technological and 
cultural conditions with which it has to engage. 
While this mug sound like nit-picking, his 
analysis sets out u blueprint for a practical rescue 
plan. Double-height and open-plan spaces which 
have been compartmentalised to comply with tire 
regulations can now be reinstated thanks to new 
technologies. Strategies to attract multiple uses 
could bring the project closer to Copeutt’s 
original vision ot a bustling town centre 
- with nurseries, library, social club and hotels.

The populist call for demolition may yet 
be overshadowed by Murray’s observation that 
“if there has been ony crime committed in 
Cumbernauld.it is one of municipal neglect’.

When George Ferguson unveiled his hit list of the 
UK’s most hated buildings, everybody squirmed. 
There was distaste for such shumeless populism; 
debate about the wisdom of presenting the 
serious business of demolition as a prize in 
a nationwide party gome: and a sense of 
impending doom as the RIBA president blithely 
paved the way for yet another bout ot public 
architect-hashing. Our fears were confirmed 
when the idea was seized on by Channel 4.

Against the odds, architects are coming 
out of it rather well. Geotfrey C'opcutt. who 
designed Cumbernauld shopping centre, 
the “building-whieh-most*deser\'cs-to- 
be-destroged’, is dead, which leaves the task of 
defending the project to objective {as opposed 
to defensive) observers. Gordon Murray, of 
Gonlon Murray + Alan Dunlop Arcliitects, 
has challenged the simplistic depiction of 
Cumbernauld as a symbol of the folly of 
architectural utopianism. Describing it us
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77iii»»iiw Heatheni'ick, lAiose 
sketchbook feouircs pji/r 58, 
is a desiipu'r whose iiorfe ranges 
from produets to buildings, iitihvi 
dt'siipi ami public art

Ken Pouvil, who revieu's the Mario 
Bolia exhibition on paeje 45, is an 
architeciiirat ailic, author and 
/jiiT(iri«»2. He has reccnlhj written 
a book about 50 St ALm/.-l.w

Sfrivii Spier, who rct'ieu’s the 
\obel Peace Centre on pa^es 
25-54, is head of the Dc^htrtnteni 
ofArchitecuirc at the Utiiversitij 
of Strathchfde in Glascfow
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FITZROY ROBINSON DIES AGED 91

Herbert Fitzroy Robinson, the founder 
ofAiikett Fitzn^y Robinson, has died 
aged 91. During his 45-year career, 
he built up his firm - which started as 
Fitzroy Robinson & Partners - into one 
of Europe's largest. Among the buildings 
designed by the firm are Angel Court 
and a bank for NM Rothschild & Sons.

ST MARY’S BOSSES IGNORE HEALTH CAMPUS REVIEW

The bosses of St Mary s Hospital, who led the failed 
Paddington Health Campus plan in Loitdon, have 
started working on a new schenre before addressing an 
explosive independent review into their previous effort. 
Four MPs have contacted the National Audit Office 
to call for an investigation into the situation.

5TH STUDIO BUILDS IN CITY MASTERPLAN

Practice 5th Studio has won permission 
to construct the first building in Richard 
Rogers' huge XT725 million masterplan 
for the area surrounding Cambridge 
station.The local linn won the green 
light for the scheme - a ‘goteway’ to 
the Ashwell Groups huge ‘cbl’project 
- last week.

PREDOCK TAKES AIA GONG

Architect Antoine Predock, 
who is based in New 
Mexico, has been awarded 
the 2(H)6 American 
Institute of Architects Gold 
Medal.The 69-yeur-old, 
who is famed for his 
‘regional theory’, will 
pick up the award, which 
is considered by many 
to be on a par with tlie 
RIBA's Royal Gold 
Medal, in November.

TIUTO GO TO VENICE AS BRITISH PAVILION CURATOR 

Jeremy Till, the Sheffield School of Architecture professor, 
is to curate the British Pavilion at next year’s Venice 
Architecture Biennale.The British Council also shortlisted 
teoms including Peter Murray and the Architecture 
Foundation in their hunt for the curator. See pages 12-13.

BARCLAY WINS AT KIELDER 
Charles Barclag Architects 
has seen off nearly 230 
other entries to wdn the 
Kielder Observatory 
Competition.The office 
beat five other shortlisted 
entries, including the 
London trio of Kevin 
Carmody.Andy Groarke 
and Chris Hardie, who 
recently won the Coney 
Island Parachute Jump 
competition.

CHARITY AIDS EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

Charity Architecture for Hiimonitg 
has launched a competition to oid 
the Kashmir earthquake relief effort, 
following the recent humanitarian 
disaster in Pakistan.The charity, run by 
Cun\cron Sinclair, is calling for designs 
- in the form of pictorial diagrams — 
of earthquake-resistant housing.
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These stories and more appeared in full at www.ajplus.co.uk/news this week

ALLIES AND MORRISON IN AFRICAN CAMPUS COMPETITION 

London-based practice Allies and Morrison has joined 
international big-hitting firms Mussimiliano Fuksas, 
Rafael Vinoly and Rem Koolhaas in the final six 
v'ying to build the new campus for the African Institute 
of Science and Technology, which will be based in 
Abuja, Nigeria,

CASE BACKS KPFSKYSCRAPER IN LONDON

CABE has backed KPFs massive DIFA Tower, 
London’s tallest proposed skyscraper, in direct 
opposition to English Heritage, In comments 
released earlier this week (12 December), the 
design review panel welcomed the building’s 
’potentially beautiful architecture'.

2AHA TABLE GOES FOR £170,000 AT AUCTION
A table designed by intenuitionalhi renowned 
architect and Prilzker-Frizc winner Zaha Hadid 
has been sold for u staggering X)170,(MXI at an 
auction in America.The prototype Aqua Table, 
with a blue, silicone-gel surfuce. was bought by 

unknown bidder for US $296,IKK) at a Phillips 
de Pury & Company sale last Thursday.

WARNING OVER HERITAGE

The head of the Edinburgh 
World Heritage site has 
spoken out over threats to the 
heritage status ot the Scottish 
capital. Director Zoe Clark 
has damned four 
developments that threaten 
Edinburgh's historic centre, 
including Foster and Partners' 
plans for Quortermile.

PRESCOTT IN HOUSING LAUNCH

John Prescott has moved 
to defend the controversial 
Pathfinder progmimne ot 
housing demolition in the North 
of England, while also unveiling 
a shortlist for a new housing 
scheme in Liverpool.The list 
includes Studio Egret West, 
Union North and Feilden 
Clegg Bradley.

an

BREAKING NEWS DAILY AT

www.ajplus.co.uk

As a subscriber, you 
can see all these stories 

and more in full at www. 
ajplus.co.uk. You can 

also register to receive 

a daily email news alert. 
Only subscribers get 
access to the full 

website - so make sure 

you activate your online 
access today. Your 

subscription is not 
complete without it.

To activate your online 
subscription, go to www. 

ajplus.co.uk/activate 

If you do not have your 

login details, please 
call 020 7505 8623

MOVE TO SAVE SIGNAL BOX

A battle has begun to save 
one of the last remaining 
19th-century signal boxes 
in tlie North West.The Type 
llu Midland signal box at 
Wennington, Lancashire, is 
the only building of its kind 
left on tlie Lancaster to 
Skipton railway. It is due 
for imminent demolition 
in January of next year,

HEATHROW ROOF BLOWN UP BY ARCHITECTS

Uinningluim-buM. d practice D5 Architects 
and balloonist Per Lindstrund have designed an 
inflatable roof for Heathrow Airport’s bus and 
coach station.The l,l()0nr translucent structure 
is made from u white PVC-coaied fabric. It was 
inflated last week.
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A genuine ceramic tiie hanging system with all 
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Visual Flexibility
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NEWS

is the last countryPell Wall Hall, which is undergoing restoration 

house built by John Soane

SOANE HOUSE FUTURE IN TURMOIL
Ihj Ricltiini IliJi’ft’

mansion, which was 
seriousU) danuiycd by fire 
after years orncylcct in 19Hh. 
will be u huye undertakiny.

But he said he hud been 
disappointed by the approach 
of the new owners, who were 
selected fmm more than 1.000 
expressions of interest when the 
property was first put up for 
sale. He suid:‘T)ie applications 
have conic os o surprise to us.

‘We sold it in good faith 
and had all sorts of assurances. 
But they haven’t done what 
they said they intended to.'

The estote agents Jackson 
Stops & StutT, which originally 
sold the house, have denied the 
property is back on the market.

and which wos also expected 
to get the committee go ahead 
last night (14 December).

Other proposals already 
cs)Tisidered by North Shropshire 
District Council include two 
upplicotions for interior work 
us well us plans for a portico - 
oil of which ha\-e been turned 
down because the schemes were 
‘not historically authentic’.

Architect John Wihberley,
0 Soane expert and a founder 
of the trust, along with fellow 
architect Barry Clayton, is 
especially worried about the 
number of‘inappropriate’ 
applications being submitted.

'It’s a scatterguii approach 
in which (tlie owners] hope 
they get at least a few 
proposals approved. Some 
of the additions ore simply 
inappropriate.' he said.

Wibberley admitted a 
complete restoration ot the

what happens wheti yon 
lose control over the pmject.
It's awfully sad.’

Between IWJ and 2003, 
the PWHPT put/Jl million 
of F.nglish Heritage money 
into trying to'authentically' 
restore the once-ruined 
I9th-cenniry house.

But. due to a lack of funds, 
the charity sold the property 
and trust chiefs Immclied o 
search to find u buyer who 
could complete the meticulous 
work they hud undertaken.

However, the new owners, 
Koy Johnson and Chris 
Vassiliou. have unveiled a 
series of proposals for the 
building which have shocked 
trust members.

Among them are plans 
to build a steel and glass 
balcony on the side ot the 
house - a move which has won 
the backing of council planners

The future of John Soane’s 
Pell Wall Mall-his last 
country estate — is in crisis, 
it has emerged.

Experts who worked 
on an initial restororion of the 
Grade ll*-listed mansion in 
Market Drayton. Shropshire, 
have hit out ot the wag in 
which the building is currently 
being renovated.

And fears have been stoked 
by rumours that the local 
architect uskeil to dniw up 
plans for a modern extension, 
kodney Bellamy, has been 
dropped and that the property 
could go back on the market.

Ftirnier Soane Museum 
director Margaret Richardson, 
a keg member of The Pell Wall 
Hall Preservation Trust 
(PWHPT), which rescued the 
derelict building in the late 
’80s. said:'The situation is 
pretty awful really - this is

11AJ 15.12.05



AGENDA

VENETIAN MIND
Bij Eli Donell

Jeremy Till has been around the 
architecture scene for a pretty 
long time now and he knows 
just about all there is to know 
about it.

surprised that architects with 
very little experience of life 
in the regional fringe thought 
they were qualified to take 
on the job.

Till is talking to me in 
on independent Clerkenwell 
coffee shop, having refused 
point blank to visit the 
Starbucks next door, and 
is still clearly basking in the 
jog of his win, which was 
announced last Tuesday 
(6 December). It becomes 
apparent very quickly that 
he considers the Venice gig 
to be one of the biggest things 
that has ever happened to him 
professionally.

Being politic.Till would 
disagree. He would say that it 
is not about him. He would say 
that this is one of the biggest 
things that hos happened to his 
‘team’. And what an eccentric 
but interesting unit he has

gathered around him. It takes 
in Designers Republic, the 
internotional graphics firm, 
a Sheffield experimental 
theatre company called 
Forced Entertaimnent and 
Till’s long-term partner 
Sarah Wigglesworth.

Perhaps the most 
remarkable component is the 
Illustrious Company, a new 
firm set up by Mortyn Ware, 
formerly of the Human League 
and Heaven 17, and Vince 
Clarke, of Erasure, Yazoo and 
Depeche Mode fame. The 
’80s electro-pop heroes hove 
fast developed an international 
reputation for weird and 
wonderful music soundscapes.

What can be certain is 
that this eclectic crowd will 
certainly produce something 
Q little different to thot which 
was brought together by Peter 
Cook 18 months ago.

But even he must have 
been surprised that - when the 
British Council launched the 
search for someone to curate 
its 2006 Venice Biennale 
pavilion with a specific focus 
on the regions — so many 
Londoners still applied.

In winning the project. 
Till, a well-known professor 
at the Sheffield School of 
Architecture, hud to see off 
opponents from throughout the 
capital, all of whom seemed to 
believe that they were qualified 
to assess the architecture of the 
regions. An attitude that seems 
a litde weird, to be frank.

And while Till is 
understandably diplomatic 
about this, he does look

12 AJ 15.12.05



Jeremy Till will take his revolutionary views to Venice as curator of the British Council pavilion 

at the 2006 architecture biennale

And this desire for change 
seems to be the general theme 
of almost all that Till has 
recently undertaken. For 
e.xumple. he is convinced his 
work at the Shetl'ield School of 
Architecture is at the vonguaal 
of u revolution in architectural 
teaching, lly way of illustration, 
he has done away with crits.

‘Many schools mistake 
adventurous form for 
adventurous thought.They 
think they are being radical 
when in fact they are deeply, 
deeply reactionary,’ he says, 
obviously nodding to the 
Architectural Association, 
where lie failed to become 
chairman earlier this year.

This self-styled radical 
has, it seems, a lot to prove in 
2(H)6 and it will be fascinating 
to see how this manifests itself 
in Venice. Don't be surprised 
if it’s ever so slightly wacky.

is far too much enthusiasm for 
models and for the tradirionol.

of one large central room, 
which will feature several 
unusual exhibits - constantly 
evolving sound, light and even 
models - with smaller rooms 
opening olT it. These will 
probably be a little more 
mainstream but will still have 
an interesting innovation - 
they will look at Sheffield 
on a variety of scales, from 
1:1 to 1:10,000.

Thus,according toTill, 
the e.xhibition will make the 
observation that cities exist 
- and develop - on a ‘micro 
and personal scale’ for people 
who hve there, as well os the 
grander size that ‘architects 
and planners work on’.

Till, it seems, is increasingly 
determined to trigger a 
revolution in the way that 
architects look at themselves 
and their role in society.
‘In architectural shows there

While the 2004 pavilion was 
admired by some. Cook’s cross- 
section of the British scene had 
u mostly mixed reception.

It seems fair to say chut 
the Till team will not expect 
to have to repel any accusations 
of blandness. While the focus 
of the ‘installation’ - probably 
the best word for what is 
planned - will be the city 
of Sheffield, it will also be 
a general critique of the way 
that architecture is normally 
displayed in shows.

It will, of course, also relate 
to the work being carried out 
by the all too London-focused 
Ricky lJurdett, who is curating 
the Biennale us a whole. The 
London mayor’s architecture 
advisor is determined that the 
2006 event will look at the 
development of all cities.

The space allocated to Till 
for his Venice ideas is made up

We need to explore the other 
ways of looking at architecture,’ 
he says.

‘For e.xumple, everything 
will be moving and changing 
in the main room. It will
not he static. It will never 
be exactly the same at any 
particular time. This v\ill 
reflect ilie way that cities 
constantly change.

‘Cities are moulded 
by all of us, by all the people 
who live there, not just 
architects and planners. This 
is not explored in traditional 
architecture shows.

‘Architecture is just a 
contingent discipline to tlie 
other forces at work,' he says, 
with the sudden look of a 
zealot.‘The tmuble is that 
architects do everything 
that tliey can to resist it.’

13AJ 15.12.05
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5.

ARUP PLANS ECO-PARK FOR CHINA CITY
Arup Associates has designed this ‘landmark’ tourist 

attraction as part of plans to build the world's first 

carbon-neutral city in China. The Dongtan Energy 
Centre will become the showpiece of a massive 

public park in the heart of the new Eco City on 
Chongming Island at the mouth of the Yangtze River, 

near Shanghai. Sitting between two themed zones - 
the Earth Circle and the Water Park Circle - the main 

building will house six pavilions which will feature 

both educational exhibitions and theme-park rides. 
The tallest of these structures will be the 68m-high 

Wind Pavilion, complete with its own skydive jump 
and 'tornado experience’. London-based practice 

principal Declan O’Carroll said; ‘Projects like Dongtan 
show environmentally sensitive buildings are not only 

technical but poetic.’ Once complete, Eco City will 

have a population of nearly half a million and will 

rely almost entirely on renewable energy sources.

By Richard I I'aile

V Xi

6.

1. The main building sits between the Water Park 
Circle (top) and the Earth Circle (bottom)

2, 3, 4 & 5. Designs for four of the pavilions 

- water, solar, wind and material resources

6. Fin canopies will exaggerate the sweeping forms 
of the Dongtan Energy Centre, as this sketch shows
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REVIEW OF 2005

JANUARY

The year started on a sad note with the premature death 
of Richard Feilden, a founding partner of Feilden Clegg 

Bradley, urites Ed Dorrell. The architectural world perked 
up after Zaha Madid won the competition to design a new 
Architecture Foundation HQ in Southwark (n^/jt). Danes 
3XN unveiled a new scheme for the Fourth Grace site in 

Liverpool and Erick Van Egeraat closed his London office.

MARCH

‘Crossrail could sink Barbican’ 
screamed the headline on the 
biggest story of the year, warning 
that burrowing under the ’60s icon 
{left) could leave the flats in big 
trouble. Following this drama 
came rumours from up North 
that Manchester’s successful 
architecture centre CUBE, run by 
Graeme Russell, was in big trouble. 
Uimirprisingli), it then effectively 
closed, to uidespread mourning 
among Mancunians.

FEBRUARY
February wasn’t that dissimilar, with the two biggest 
stories being that Zaha won another comp - this 
time for London’s 2010 Olympic pool - followed 
by another significant obit; Philip Johnson's death 
in New York, aged 98. Additionally. Terry Farrell 

opened his new Home Office building in 
Southwark to popular acclaim {belcnv). Oh.and ARIi 
troublemaker Ian Salisbury resigned from the board.

APRIL
Architects overwhelmingly support the Labour 
government, was the predictable outcome of the 
AJ’s pre-election survey. But with such an unpalatable 
right-winger, John Hayes, as shadow planning minister, 
this was no bad thing. Other developments in April 
included a heated exchange between Canterljury 
University and the Kent Institute of Art and Design 
over the former’s plans for a new school of architecture.

MAY

No one was shucked tliat Tony Blair 
had won the general election - thus 
guaranteeing the future of PFI - or 
that BDP hud yet again come top of 
the AJ100. We were rather more surprised 
dial KenYeang {ricfht) was joining, of all 
people, Llewelyn Davies, Richard Rogers 

had a spat with arch Classicist Quinlan 

Terry over the Chelsea hospital and Brett 

Steele romped home os AA chair.

JUNE

The AJ not only reported the news 
but also became the news with its 
multi-award winning redesign, led 
by art editor Sarah Douglas. Also 
hitting the headlines was the AJ’s 
wildly successful rebirth of the 40 
Under 40, which featured at the 
V&A. Other stories that didn’t 
feature the AJ included KPF’s plans 
for the massive DIFA Tower {above).
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JULY
Did you hear that London won the 2012 Olympics? 
Apparently there'll be a lot of work in it for architects. 
The following dag the capital was bombed by 
terrorists. Reid architect Lee Harris was among those 
killed in the attack, Architectural news was put in 
perspective. But it was good to hear that Hugh 
Broughton had won the high-profile Antarctic base 
competition {below). He’s off there next month.

AUGUST

The silly season. Not a lot 
happening. But there were 
still some cracking stories at 

MWM.ajplus.co.uk. Among 
them was the collapse ot one 
of the government’s Design 
Code pilots in Ashford, 
the reporting oi the RIBA’s 
Accredited Architects in 
Building Conservation 
register to the Office of 
Fair Trading and Aukett 
designing a new building 
around a Buckminster 
Fuller dome {right).

SEPTEMBER
There was a hefty helping 
of schadenfreude in September 
when Prince Charles’ proposed 
extension to Poundbury faced 
locals at an appeal, where they 
described it as a ‘carbuncle’. 
Jack Pringle became RIBA 
president. Ricky Burdett was 
picked to curate the 2006 
Venice Architecture Biennale, 
Ian Ritchie angered Southwark 
by winning his appeal for his 
Potters Fields scheme {right).

OCTOBER

Ritchie made it into the news again 
- he was thrown off most of the huge 
White City shopping centre. The same 
happened to Richard MacCormac at 
the Beeb. Also unexpected was that 
bookies were left out of pocket when 
the Scottish Parliament won Stirling. 
Good news though for Heneghan Peng, 
who won the vast Giants'Causeway 
comp {above), and Toyo Ito, who picked 
up the Royal Gold Medal.

NOVEMBER
Prince Charles will have been cheered that his old nemesis 
Mondial House was to go, but less happy that Fletcher Priest 
was behind the replacement. Richard Rogers re-appeared with 
Urban Task Force II, which seemed largely designed 
to prove that he was right the first time round. And Laurie 
Chetwood revealed plans for another wacky house, this time 
in the Andes Those Chileans will be pleased.

DECEMBER
December’s been rather busy so far.
Eric Kuhne has revealed he is designing 
the world’s biggest ever tower in Kuwait. Eek. 
Rem Koolhaas will be doing the 2006 
Serpentine Pavilion. Zaha’s olreody in trouble 
over the Olympic Swimming Pool budget. 
Terry Farrell has left the contentious South 
Kensington tube project. Jeremy Till will curate 
the British Pavilion in Venice. All u little tiring.

17AJ 15.12.05



ASTRAGAL

'There would be 
a queue 30,000 
long to light 
the touchpaper 
It makes tjou 
suicidal just 
to look at it*
A local s \iew of 
Cumbernauld shopping 
centre, the most-loathed 
building in the poll for 
Chonnel 4s Demolition. 
Guardian, 13.12.05

'If there is one 
man who should 
be ii'atching 
the programme, 
it is John Prescott, 
who seems intent 
on repeating 
many of the 
mistakes of 
the 1960?
Giles Worsley 
on Demolition.
Dailtj Telegraph, 10.12.05

MUSICAL YOUTH 
At the AR Emerging Architecture 
Awards was Paul Davis, of Paul 

Davis and Partners, who was 
telling all of his glomourous 
history as port of the London 
rock scene. Lighting sets for 
Duran Duran, houses for Roxy 

Music and run-ins with the 
Rolling Stones. All fascinating. 
One gets the feeling Paul’s 
career in modern comiiiercinl 
architecture is u little mundane 
compared to his incarnation 
Qs design guru to the stars.

across the Millennium Bridge? 
Apparently he’d been keen 
to take port when it was first 
mooted earlier this year, but 
now his enthusiasm may be 
waning. He has the Foster 
brand to protect after all.

of steel and polycarbonate, 
and has specified details down 
to the colotirs of the cushions, 
but she can’t find anybody who 
quite shares her ambition and 
her budget.‘They want to do 
it in stainless steel,’ she fumed.

GREER APPEARS
Among the proud students, 
parents, teachers and 
professionals celebrating the 
award of the President’s Medals 
at the RIBA lust week was 
feminist Germaine Greer. She 
enjoyed the evening but didn’t 
seem over-enamoured of 
architects.‘I find them far too 
expensive,’ she opined. ‘If I 
want something done 1 tend to 
instruct a builder.’ Greer is still 
trying to find an architect to 
design her prefabricated multi
unit houses and research centres 
in the Australian rainforest. 
Greer wants them to be made

BUILDING UP AN APPETITE
When he’s not busy working 
for consultoncy CIVIX, architect 
Dan Bone likes nothing better 
than tucking into a nice plate 
ol dnghiale iti salmi (wild boar 
in red wine sauce) or salsiece 
farcite al lartufl* (trufHe-stufi'ed 
sausages). Now Dun has put his 
money where his mouth is ond 
published An Appetite for Umbria: 
The People, the Places, 77ic Food, 
written by his wife Christine 
Smallwood and packed with 
photographs, recipes and 
restaurant tips (www. 
uppetiteforumbria.com).
Bhou appetitol

I Was Dancing 
in the Lesbian 
Bar** by Jonathan 
Rkhman — 

seriously*
The song Ron Arad wants 
played at his funeral. 
Guardian, 10.12.05

( (S

FEELING A BIT SHEEPISH?
Perhaps the most entertaining 
gossip floating onnind the room 
at the New London Architecture 

Christmas bash was about his 
noble-ness Norman Foster. 
Would Norm really turn 
up to launch next summer’s 
London Architecture Biennale 

by herding a flock of sheep
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OPINION / PETER DAVEY

IN REACTION TO STIFLING THEOCRACY, 
YOUNG IRANIANS DONTWANTTO 
DISCUSS TRADITION AND HISTORY 
- THEY WANT MODERNITY

To visit the Gulf once in a 
year may be regarded as a 
misfortune; to go twice looks 
like carelessness. But not, 
perhaps, when returning for 
an event set up by the people 
who run the excellent Aga 
Khun Award for Architecture. 
They hod organised a seminar 
on architectural journalism and 
criticism in Kuwait. Few places 
could be more in need of 
architectural criticism than 
the small oil-rich state.

Yet, as Tarak Mohamed 
Abdelfatteh. who edits Al- 
Bt'tia’a in Saudi Arabia, pointed 
out, there is no criticism in 
Middle Eastern culture and the 
Muslim world in general, where 
criticism is considered to be 
impolite. Many countries have 
no democracy, so no public 
expressions of opinion: for 
instance, city planning con’t 
be criticised as it’s government 
policy. This is compounded 
by the fact that there is no 
dilferentiation between 
architects and engineers, 
and civil engineers tend to 
run the combined profession.

But even where
architectural writing flourishes, 
as it does (relativelg) in Europe 
and North America, what good 
does it do? Ingeborg Flagge, 
director of the Deutsches 
Architektur Museum in 
Frankfurt, stated that most

architectural criticism is 
worthless: it is almost always 
public relations for flashy object 
buildings designed by superstar 
architects; always concerned 
with the latest, yet olways 
obitual, because it is written 
after buildings ore completed. 
Mohanunad Abdellniki, editor 
of Alem al-fieiia'a in Cairo, 
pointed out that ‘in developing 
countries, architects are 
considered to be elitist’ and so 
of little consequence, and critics 
even less.‘Are we jthe critics] 
the blind trying to lead the 
blind?’asked Robert Ivy. editor 
of Archifedural Record.

Oniur Akbar, director of 
the Bauhaus Foundation in 
I^essQu, castigated architects 
and critics for ignoring the 900 
million people who live in the 
slums of the world. Yet clearly, 
in some parts of the world, 
architectural criticism does have 
consequences for wider society. 
Darab Diba, editor of 
Archilecttire and Vrbatiism in 
Tehran, explained that in 
reaction to stifling theocracy, 
young Iranians do not want to 
‘talk about notions of identity; 
they don’t want to discuss 
tradition and history. They 
want Modernity: o wider 
platform with richer diversity. 
The models are in the West’.
Yet bothTinnirTurekulov. 
editor of Kumbez in

Kazakhstan, and Dina 
Sattorovo, editor of Design and 
Neu'Architecture, from Tatarstan 
in the Russian Federation, 
stressed the importonce of 
tradition and regionalism in 
trying to resist globalisation 
and Russification.

Clearly Kuwait City 
has drunk deeply from the 
abundant springs of 
globalisation. Like almost 
everywhere else in the Gulf, 
clapped-out American PoMo, 
all glass and air conditioning, 
is the main source of 
inspiration. But the place is 
not (yet) as bad as Dubai. It has 
more porks and is less shced up 
by urban freewoys. And, a.s the 
exhibition of projects by the 
Kuwait Society of Engineers 
(Architectural Division) showed, 
more towers are on the wag: 
boxy, twisted, plain, coloured 
and pregnant in the most 
unlikely places.Jassim 
Qabazard, deputy chairman of 
the society, says the professional 
climate is changing and that 
architecture capable of using 
the abundant supplies of energy 
from the great radiant heater in 
the sky will be emerging. I hope 
he’s right, but it’s difficult to be 
very optimistic.

Peter Dam) is the former editor 
of The Arcliilecttiral Revieu>. 
Izmail aJcohmnists@emap.com

20 AJ 15.12.05



Is your creativity bearin
l^n idea unrealised is an opportunity lost.

Save at least itm when you
upgrade to the AutoCAD*Autodesk® 2006 portfolio of products is all about helping you realise your
2006 family of products

deas - to compete and win.

Now is the time to realise your ideas! Save at least

10%mportant message to all customers using AutoCAD* 2002-based products

bn 15 january 2006, Autodesk* will be retiring the AutoCAD® 2002 family of products. upgrade before
bn this date the upgrade path from these products will be discontinued. Plan your upgrade r>ow and benefit from our >5 January 1006
attractive pricing offer on upgrades. Act now, this offer >5 time limited.

A cadpoint "Cadassist CADCOMfUMHO COHCtPtS 7NI coNtbiuHO irr>

CmiHaicy I llindarcy
I W9lJ«r*4

CjdpoiiTtlW
Crowthomt

oi}44;s>i»

C*dMsWltd
Stockport

o«1440U1£
sunn

*H*S)Ttt«na ltd 
Wn> 9iomn<h 

'WSSJSSH

CADc^ScrvknUd
Gmvamiuch

Ot49mo444

UM lnt«tr*tcd Adi Ud 
WeWngborough 

oSpo24oiS3’

imputing Conetpts Ltd 
SouthainpUin 
OJJ* 0868947

•3 excitech
hnoiow tor deugn

EKVIShGE! graphite1 D > c ^ V CADSPEC

EulMch Cempuun ud 
EnAeU

o»t 1049947

Gnphn* Mtuftnitnt Stn 
Nonin|h4m

cm5969in4

Cnviutc UK ltd 
Bidgcnd 

oi6i 6661414

Ewn CpnntoKjr {Tlw)BstrM Computing Ud 
VArfnnl 

01923891600

CodipK
nbrcntnskirc

0923438000

Computn Aided Buslncis Sys 
HatWd 

08007839678

CAD Serve limited 
Newton ATcfifTe

0870^4445*
Denby

Jiosaw-, LEO^jUMM Mlt^oCAD NTC MloraCAOknass MKE tKHMCAl' •
KeyM.'

MkraCAD
Dtftofcon

0131SSOUO

Mk* Tedmkel GnpMu 
CouWon 

0208 668 4646

UlcioCAD 
SrjdfDnJ 

0'J7 4S}W

LeoAtrda Computer System* 
Beungttoke

01136322445

i*f»**« Key System* 
Worcestentoe 

0132768 888

ImessUd
NwwiiUe Upon Tyne 

09 213 5555

Informed Menegemcnl Errr
Aba Noltin^m08707306850OU^102IO

ENQUIRY 17 ON CARO
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect7,netmetix I

AutodeskTham Itkre tyeteane

UnIvenelCAO 
Smngstokt 

OU3 633 2700

Quadra Solution* Ltd 
Larcativre

Them Mkro Sjntemi ltd 
lartien 

01314550760

Netmetii limited 
CoveiTtry

08707505135

Pennine CA£> Computer Sys 
Northumbeftand 
0«’84 4433

to Concepts of Cambridge
I CanAiidge
I 0*223716200

Authorised Reseller
oils 430 >888



LETTERS

NEW CHARTER WILL HELP PROVIDE A BETTER SERVICE
Your technical and practice editor, Austin Williams, acts more 
as a columnist than a journalist.

Richard Brindley, practice director at the RIBA, 
and I met Austin to explain the Chartered Practice Scheme 
os a way for smaller practices to avoid being bypassed by more 
manogerioUy aware firms, but he has published his own views, 
os he said he would (AJ 08.12.05).

Quality systems may not affect the quality of aesthetic 
design a client receives, but they will affect the technical quahty 
and administrative effectiveness of the work provided. Clients ore 
often unhappy with these aspects of architects’ service, so good 
systems will increase client satisfaction and reduce the risk of error.

Architecture is about more than aesthetics: it s a 
professional service. Chartered Practice status is for firms 
wanting support for, and validation of, their professionahsm. 
Richard SitveH, ince-presideiu, RIBA

(AJ 08.12.05). How much more encouragement do architects 
need to produce creative, high-quality design?

Yvette Cooper was justified in getting irritated by the 
AJ’s question regarding design. There are piles of documents and 
initiatives from the OIDPM, CABE, etc encouraging good design 
{PPS f, Builditi0/or Ufe, Better Public Buildings, and By Design to 
name a few) and, as far as I'm aware, no law against it. But 
isn’t good design whut architects are supposed to produce? As a 
development-control planner in a local authority, the quality of 
design by RIBA chartered architects that I see is, frankly, appalling.

For years I was told to keep my big nose out of design 
and leave it to the architects who knew best and now find myself 
getting the blame for poor design because ‘the planners’ approved 
it! Con I make a plea to all architects reading this - stop 
whingeing on and show us what you can do! Start producing 
the goods day by day, show an understonding of context ond 
character and make mg life easier - please!
Paul Baxter, IVatford

GOOD DESIGN SHOULD JUST BE PART OFTHE PLAN
As a town planner 1 always enjoy reading the AJ, an excellent 
magazine and far better than Planningl

Regarding your article ‘Leaving Design out in the 
Cold’, about the government’s response to the Barker Review

Please address letters to: The Editor, TheArchitects’Journal, 151 Rosebery 
Ai'enue, London ECIR 4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, or email angela. 
neti’ton@etnap.com to arrii>e by Wain on the Monday before publication. 
The Architects'Journal resenvs the right to edit letters.

BREAKING NEWS ONLINE 
EVERY DAY
FREE TO AJ SUBSCRIBERS

To benefit from this unique service goto www. aj plus.co.uk/activate

Your subscription is not complete without your online access
You will need your subscriber number, which can be found on the magazine wrapper, above your address. 
Alternatively, call our online help desk on 0207 505 8623

www.aj plus.CO.uk/activate
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STUDENT SHOWCASE
Student Showcase is sponsored 

by Students’ Union, a website set 
up by Union in association with 

The Architects’ Journal at www. 
8tudents-union.net.To submit 

work for publication in Student 
Showcase, please email a 

publication-quality image to 
studentshowcase@emap.com

Johnny Yu. a fifth-year student in the bio-climatic unit at Manchester 
School of Architecture, designed this living bridge. Intended to (ink 

Manchester and Salford, it sits above the existing dual carriageway 

and viaduct. The concept is based on the motion of two tectonic plates 
beginning to slide on top of each other (the tectonic plates of Manchester 

and Salford). A continuous landscape is placed between the two plates, 
which acts as the main connecting platform for the two cities. Yu's tutor 

was Greg Keeffe.
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Roofing and Part L? We wrote the book

You know what Part L is, but how Design a record breaker The combined
The South Gyie Crescent office efforts of Sarnafil,do you specify a roof that can
development in Edinburgh has recorded Miller Roofing andexceed expectation?
one of Buikbng Science's best ever air Michael Laird
pressure test results. ArchitectsAt Sarnafil Ltd, we have a wealth of

produced anexperience in roofing design, enabling
The Oxfordshire^sed testing house's outstanding roofus to offer bespoke solutions based on
'whole building pressurisation test' design wrfiichtried and tested Sarnafil systems. Now.
achieved a reading of 2.16nf/h/m’ at a 
rate of 50Pa compared to the Part L 
target of 10mWm*.

played a major role 
in achieving such an excellent result.

in order to help you achieve Part L land 
J) comp>liance, we have drawn on our 
experience to produce the only book you 
will need to help you specify membrane 

roofs, complete with insulation, 
fasteners and watertight guarantees.

For your free copy of our guide to Part L 
(and J) compliance, please call us today.

Sarnafil - World Class Roofmg 
and Waterproofing

Sarnafil Ltd.
Robberds Way, Bowthorpe
Norwich NR5 9JF

Tel-. 01603 748985
Fax: 01603 743054

e-mail;roofing@sarnafil.co.uk
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BUILDING STUDY

ADJAYE TOOK THE 
PRACTICAL AND RADICAL 
STRATEGY OF IGNORING 
THE BUILDING FORMALLY 
AND MATERIALLY
Bif Sietfeu Spier. fHwtographij hij Tim Soar

Diwid Adjaije estahlished his ou’» practice in 1994 and quickhf gained a 
reputation for trconstmcting cafes, bars and priikite homes. Adjatje/Associates 
is now imvived with major public proi'ecls, such as the neu’hj completed Ideas 
Store in liliitechapel, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Denver and the 
Bernie Grant Centre in Ibllenhain.

but raises questions of the meaning of materials and spaces 
and how literal or narrative such choices can or should be.

Accepting the premise that the Peace Centre should be 
easily accessible as a bur and restaurant, its prominent location 
facing the harbour is excellent. Oslo, like most European cities 
on water, is moving its port, railway lines and industry awoy from 
the city centre and creating residential and commercial use there. 
The Peace Centre is port ofa 121,600in’ development of the area, 
for which the Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA) won a 
design competition in 21)02, but almost all of it will be behind the 
train terminal. Nevertheless, such a soon-to-be bustling location 
will no doubt help make the centre a major tourist attraction.

The old Vestbanen train terminal is the last remaining 
19th-century structure in the area and is bounded by Oslo’s 
stunning brick City Hall, Akershus Casde and the Aker Brygge 
Waterfront Development. It has a huge public space in front of it, 
a largely undifferentiated plaza on the waterfront, which OMA 
recognises is a problem: ‘Confronted with the largest urban plaza 
in Oslo - a summer paradise and a winter void - our proposal 
suggests an interior counterpart: an ‘urban living room'. The 
terminal itself caused numerous probleiiLs forAdjaye. The building 
is n creamy yellow, Italiamite confection from 1872 with arched 
windows of various sizes and patterns, Two lowers with chamfered 
corners and u three-bay facade, topped by a row of skinny, arched 
windows separated by engaged columns clinging on to a sloping 
sill, define the entrance. The tsvo sides of the building splay out and

At the end of the long C!old War, even the most cynical among us 
dared to believe that the world’s attentions and efforts might turn 
a little towards minimising conflict and the use of orms. Instead, 
we learned yet again that the cause of peace is the most elusive 
of goals and neetis promoting. The Nobel Peace Centre in 
Oslo opened 11 June 2(HI5 and aims to‘promote peace through 
reflection, debate and involvement, by bringing major and minor 
conflicts to the public eye’. And if that wasn’t challenging 
enough, it is also supposed to be o major tourist attraction 
and commemorate both the Nobel Peace Prize and its founder 
(and the prize choices are sometimes controversial: Henry Kissinger 
received one, for example, but Mahatma Gandhi did not).

Finding un architectural expression for this complicated 
brief would be u challenge, especially since the given venue is 
a small former train terminal. Adjaye/Associates received the 
commission in 2002, when its portfolio was still mostly residential, 
but the practice was already known for the unabashed sensuality 
of its use of materials and its seductive ability to be both 
architecturally ambitious and relaxed. The Peace Centre proves 
once again that Adjaye is capable of some stunning architecture.
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1. The Vestbanen train terminal has sentimental value, but floats in the plaza like a meringue in a bathtub

vorious countries speaking in their own ttnigues on issues of peace 
and conflict (the building’s information structure and responsive 
behaviours were designed by Tiinon liotez and Eric Gunther).

To the right is the reception area with a book and gift 
shop. Every surface - floor, walls and ceiling - is painted a hoc. 
glossy red. As surprising as the colour or its shode is. it doesn't 
octualli) jolt. It is hard to know what the red is meant to mean, 
though I fear violence, hut the choice of it could Just as well mean 
fashion. There is an original bored column and beam in the centre 
that is cleverly and gently reduced to o museum piece itself.

From the reception one enters the temporary e.-chibititm 
space in the small former train shed. Up against one side, to the 
right, is a shiny brass tunnel with images about the current peace 
laureate projected on one side, and a tiny niche to the right that 
displays the medal itself. Adjuye has described this us the spatial 
experience of the idea of the medal, and it is in this space that the 
annual award ceremony takes place. Again, the golden colour 
could have been a too-Iiterul metaphor for honouring the laureate, 
but being totally surrounded by polished brass surfaces, with a 
video projected on one wall ond its shimmering reflection mmng 
with one's own, is a powerful, almost hallucinatory, architectural 
experience. Like the black box of the foyer, it successfully mediates 
between abstroctio!i and narration, u direct architectural 
experience and an eosy literalism.

From the black painted interior of the temporary 
exhibitism space one takes on escalator along exterior windows

buck from the facade. While the terminal has sentimental value 
in Oslo, its composition is incredibly ineleyani and it floats in the 
space of the pkizu like o meringue in a bathtub. As you might have 
guessed, the building is under the strictest preservation protection.

Ailjaye was well aware of the pt)ssib!y lethal effects of 
such an urbon and architectural context and took the practical and 
radical straie(|i| of ignoring the building formally and materially. 
For the exterior he designed a horizontal, aluminium-clad goteway 
that is the exoct opposite of the terminal in every way. An identical 
form, though slightly smaller and in u different material, is the first 
thing one encounters, almost bumps into, in the foyer. Most 
unfortunately for one’s experience of the centre, the preservationists 
detached and separated the exterior volume from the existing 
facade, which means there is no transition into the building, and 
no connection between inside and out (one is not even allowed 
from the exterior to know that the centre exists; the only indication 
is the exceedingly discreet signage painted on the facade).The lack 
of a transition to the centre unnecessarily heightens an already 
inward-focused approach.

On opening the door, one is faced by the long black 
wall of a rectangular form. Though one does not need to enter 
this rectangular object to proceed to the reception, going inside 
is rewording. The seemingly random series of small holes punched 
into all its surfaces are illuminated in a clumging pattern of green 
and red that marks major cities of the world, creating ci map.
If you put your ear up to the lights you con hear voices from
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up to a flexible gallery for temporary exhibitions that is, 
bewilderingly, lined in rough timber stained blue/grey. This 
vaguely refers to Norway and the seaside — the windows in this 
room do face the harbour, but it is not clear why these associations, 
or such Q rustic feeling space, are relevant in an international 
gallery in a capital city. Otf it is a small screening room.

In the centre of the building is the Nobel Field, 
programmatically and architecturally the highlight of the centre.
It is beautiful and moving. One enters a dimly lit, tinted ond frosted 
glass box set off from the existing room through short, ramped 
bridges to discover a field, or a bed of reeds, of approximately 
1,000 Im-tuU fle.xible tubes with a red LED light on each tip. 
Manicured into a scalloped form, the edge is further defined by 
individual screens for each Nobel Fence Prize loureate, which 
reveal that person s story when approached. There is also a 
haunting and hypnotic soundscupe, which Adjaye helped design. 
This is a space to linger in, that encourages contemplation as well 
as the acquisition of knowledge. The metaphor of a gorden for 
peace is well established but is transformed into something abstract 
that is both didactic and emotional. This is a dilHcult ambition to 
sustain, but just what is needed for the centre. Interestingly, while 
Adjaye is known for his interest in tlie physicality of materials, 
this installation is the centre's most ethereal.

The rest of the exhibition spaces on the floor should 
provide a transition from the hermetic power of the Nobel Field, 
but one is abruptly in places that are primarily didactic with little

architectural presence. In a small room in one of the towers is an 
interactive, overscoled book tlirough which one can learn about 
the life of Alfred Nobel (IH33-1895). He was the Swedish inventor 
ofa controlled w'uy to detonate dynamite and held 355 potents 
that generated an immense fortune, all of which he left to support 
annual prizes in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and peace. 
Only the last prize is awarded in Oslo. Images are projected onto 
the pages os you turn them, with infrared sensors reading your 
hand movements to illuminate areas. This is clever, but impractical 
in a centre with ambitions to be a major tourist attraction.

The last rooms, called Wall Papers, allow one to get 
more in-depth information on the prize laureates, the prize 
itself, world conflicts and how to get involved in fostering peace. 
The rooms are covered in wallpaper that shows either a postage 
stump-sized head of the laureates in various colours, or the 
patterns generated by the lights of the first entrance boxes.
This lighthearted, even kitsch, display seems frankly out of 
context with the rest of the interventions, though a legitimate 
strategy in its own right. It highlights a tension in the centre’s 
programme between the needs for contemplation, information 
and encouraging action. There is a verg clever and engaging 
inechunically interactive interface on the wall where you slide 
pointers to access hundreds of articles (conceived by Paul Amble).

After having been through a series of contained, 
materially varied environments, the exit to the ground floor seems 
undesigned and not intended as part of the controlled circulation
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ond experience of'che centre. Ami the permanent video piece by 
Majjeticu Potre, from Slovenia, is fantastic, but its installation does 
notliilui for the space or her work. You then walk back through the 
side of the dark, temporary exhibition space to reach the Cafe de 
la Paix. It is covered in a pattern of shades of green and heavy 
block lines, a wall and ceiling nnirol by the acclaimed London 
painter Chris Ohli, lor whom Adjaye famously designed an East 
End studio in London in 1998, as well as his solo installation in 
the British Pavilion at the Venice Art Biennale in 2003. The colours’ 
foreignness in Norway is a good thing and refreshing, especially in 
the seosonal Nordic gloom, and the colour is the complement of 
the reception’s red. But again, the green strikes me as too literal 
and romantic a symbol of peace, as pleasant a room as it is.

The Nobel Peace Centiv raises ditFiculc issues of the 
role of architecture in such programmes and the means by which 
architecture can convey meaning or feeling, especially when the 
pmgromme is largely didactic and its material virtual. Adjaye’s 
strategy of installations within the terminal is a strong one, but 
runs the risk of either the architect or the spectator wearying of yet 
another experience; put differently, it creates the problem of how to 
differentiate thent and how to join them, which is especially acute 
within an existing building. There are two stunning and moving 
installations, but a strategy ot material differentiation and a lack of 
attention to the in-between creates an unsotislying rhythm through 
the centre. If some of the interventions are more successful than 
others, all of it is nevertheless carried off with panache.

2. The dimly lit 'Nobel Field' encourages 
contemplation as well as the acquisition of knowledge
3. The horizontal, aluminium-clad gateway is the exact 
opposite of the Italianate train terminal in every way
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4. The foyer; if you put 
your ear to the lights you 
can hear voices speaking 
about conflict and peace
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5. Being surrounded by polisned
brass surfaces is a powerful,
almost hallucinatory, experience
6. The wall and ceiling mural in
the Caf6 de la Paix is by Turner
Prize winner Chris Ofili
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1 NOBEL PEACE CENTRE
2 CITY HALL
3 HAABOURSIOE

Site plan

AxonometPic

Credits

Total area of project
!,40lm2
Construction sum for project
j04 million
Architect
Adjaye/Associatfs: David Adjaye, 
Rashid Ali, Jennifer Uoheini, Hannah 
Booth, James Corrigan, Nikolai 
Delvendahl, Mansour El-Khawad, 
Wen Hui Foo, Caroline Hinne,
Paul La Tourelle, Yuko Minamide. 
John Moran, Karen Wong 
Client
Nobel Peace Centre 
Project managers 
Crete Jarniund, Patil Amble 
Local architect 
Anders W Andenen 
Interactive installations 
Small Design Firm: David Small 
Specialist contractors 
AVDesign (Nobel Field), Idenm 
(Nobel Field), Intravision (Register), 
Hydm Aluminium (Canopy)

KEY
1 CANOPY
2 REGISTER
3 CAFE/RESTAURANT
A MULTI-PURPOSE SPACE
5 LAUREATE AWARD SPACE
6 ESCALATOR
7 RECEPTION/BOOKSHOP 
e CCWFERENCE ROOM
B EDUCATION ROOM 
le E-ROOH 
n NOBEL CHAMBER
12 NOBEL FIELD
13 PROJECTION ROOM
14 TEMPORARY/CONTOtPORAHY

First-floor plan

Ground-floor plan
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Trimapanel. With its intelligently redesigned joint, 
it beautifully combines elegant style with 
enhanced environmental perform^ce for your 
building envelope.
• Improved thermal efficiency
• Reduced air permeability
• Attractive Micro-rib external finish
• HCFC/CFC free core
• Platinum System warranty
• Up to 25 years maintenance free Confidex 

Guarantee with metallic Colorcoat HPS200* 
and Colorcoat Prisma*

The ‘eco-logicar choice for The Eco-Factory - 
a development focused on sustainability and 
energy efficiency.
Project:
The Eco-Factory Gateway Development, Glamorgan 
Architect: DRU, at the Welsh School of Architecture, 
Neath and Port Talbot Borough Council 
Cladding Contractor Tilbury Douglas Construction 
Corus Panels and Profiles Product:
Built-up system (roof) Trimapanel (walls)
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Grey (roof), Celestia* in Aquarius (walls)
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LPCB approval

LPS1181:2003

Corus Panels and Profiles Certificate No. 460a/13

For more information:
t: +44 (0) 1269 850691 
f; +44 (0) 1269 851081 
e: sales@coruspanelsandprofiles.co.uk 
w: www.coruspaneisandprofiles.co.uk corusENQUIRY 20 ON CARD

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
Confidex*. Celestia*. Tnsomet*, HPS200*. Cotorcoat* and 
Trimapanef* are registered trademarks of Corns
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35TH JANUARY 2006 HOTEL RUSSILl, LONDON WC1

BUILDING AND MASTERPLANNING 
WITHIN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKS
WORKING EFFEQIVELY WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO DELIVER SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENTS

FEATURES LEADING ARCHITECTS INCLUDING:
Nick Terry, Chairman, BUILDING DESIGN PARTNERSHIP
Andrew Bebarrell, Director, POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS ARCHITECTS

mm Amanda Reynolds, Head of Urban Design, LLEWELYN DAVIES YEANG

AND LOCAL AUTHORITY CASE STUDIES FROM: LIVERPOOL, ASHFORD 
BRISTOL AND BARNSLEY COUNCILS

■

For more information and to register: Telephone: 0845 056 8069, Fax: 020 7505 6001 
Email: constructconferences@emap.com Online: www.aj-ldfmasterplans co.uk/2005
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TECHNICAL & PRACTICE

TALKING THE TALK
Bij Atisiiii ll'Hliams

group’, all this will result in the 
Sustainable Communities Skills 
Sgniposium (SCSS), which aims 
to ’build capacity in the generic 
skills required for creating 
sustainable communities’.

Maybe by next November 
I might understand this double 
speak sufficiently to be won 
over. Until then it sounds like 
simply a chance for another 
tier of quasi-autonomous civil 
society advocates to interfere 
in community development 
- whether communities like

• well designed and built; and
• fair for everyone.

‘Fair for everyone’ is 
a wide brief that calls for 
communities to cater for‘those 
in other communities, now and 
in the future’.‘Environmentally 
sensitive’ communities ‘actively 
seek to minimise climate 
change’; w'hile ‘well-designed 
communities' inchnles the 
stipulation that layouts 
should ‘complement the 
distinctive local character of the 
community’. It omits ‘enjoyable 
communities’, which are, to my 
mind, places where managerial 
Eurocrats keep their noses out 
of ordinary people’s lives, or 
‘real communities’, where local 
people are given the honour of 
deciding for themselves whether 
they wont to be seen as a 
‘generic community’ anyway.

The accord succeeds in 
creating further tiers of debate, 
paperw'ork, research and 
sanction. Next November, 
after more meetings, ministerial 
commitments and the 
‘establishment of an expert

a new Code for Sustainable 
Homes to increase standards 
over and above building 
regulations, developing the 
EcoHomes standard with ‘star 
ratings’ (three stars being the 
minimum requirement).

Meanwhile, last week 
the ODPM announced the 
successful lounch of the Bristol 
Accord. Even though it doesn’t 
have the same ring to it as the 
Rio Summit or the Kyoto 
Protocol, a lot of the sustainable 
community’s agenda has been 
invested in this agreement, 
which has been negotiated 
as the last official act of the 
UK’s EU presidency.

The Bristol Accord 
attempts to quantify the 
characteristics of sustainable 
communities, which it has 
narrowed down to eight 
key points; they should be:
• active, inclusive and safe;
• well run;
• weU connected;
• well served;
• environmentally sensitive;
• tluiving:

At AJ’s‘Creating Sustainable 
Architecture’ conference,
David Lloyd Jones of Studio E 
presented the interesting thesis 
that an environmental aesthetic 
needn’t look ‘earnest’; Ted King 
of the ODPM gave us a few 
clues - but not many - about 
the new Code for Sustoinoble 
Building: and l>uncan Baker- 
Brown of BBM Sustainable 
I>esign presented a refieshingly 
honest, warts-and-all run- 
through of his recycled 
materials projects. His use of 
coppiced chestnut in Glulam 
beams could catch on and, by 
using fairly untreated lambs’ 
wool as insulation, which ‘smells 
a bit when it gets wet’, he said 
it is ‘easier to detect leaks’.

King insisted that the 
proposed nationally recognised 
qualifications for surveyors for 
self-certification schemes is not 
meant to develop into a new 
construction profession, but be 
a modular extension of the 
architects' professional 
qualification. Furthermore, the 
government intends to pubUsh

it or not.
Each member state has 

pledged a magnificent Euro 
10,(UK) (;(7^.000) to set up 
the SCSS and the European 
Investment Bank has a central 
role in making it work. Lending 
to projects will be conditional 
on meeting the new criteria - 
which, it is hoped, will 
complement the Code for 
Sustainable Building. And, like 
the never-ending sustainability 
conference circuit, we have 
come full circle. Nice work 
if you can get it.
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TECHNICALS PRACTICE

ALLGREENHEART 
USED WAS SOURCED 
FROM LONDON 
DOCKLANDS’ SCRAP
By Austin Williams

The first major all-timber building since the Great Fire in 1666 has 
been built in London. Set in the verdant surroundings of Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, the single-storey, open-plan linear structure has been 
designed by Cameron Scott of Timber Design and commissioned 
by the London Borough of Camden to serve as u 120-seat 
restaurant, owned by food writer Patrick Williams.The building 
is modular and mainly constructed in cassettes off-site meaning 
that, should the need arise, the building cati be demounted with 
minimum adverse impact on the land anmnd - and under - it.

Costing ;.{^280,(KK) to design and install (excluding fit-out), 
the project provides an unbroken internal space by constructing 
a structural post and beam system held together with traditional 
mortice and tenon joints fixed with pegs, supplemented with 
galvanised-steel brackets - each individually designed by Timber 
Design - to take the wind loads and lateral stresses.

Three trenches were dug to remove the grass and topsoil 
but also to get down to London gravel - a suitable bearing course 
for the timber‘piles’.This bearing level varied between Im and 2m 
below ground level and recycled concrete hardcore was imported 
and compacted to bring the deeper dig up to a consistent Im 
depth across the site.

At 3.6m bay locations, 800 x 8(Mimm-square x 75mm- 
deep greenheart pads were placed with 1 OOmm-square bearers 
with falling ridges which were appixiximutely levelled. 350 x 
2<X)nim greenheart vertical posts - known as timber grillage 
foundations - were fixed to rise to obove ground level with timber

cross-bracing.The underfloor area was then backfilled with 
excavated material to leave a SOOimn ‘crawlway’ for future 
repair acce.ss.

On top of this foundation grid, 350 x 2rK)mni greenheart 
main floor beams were laid in place to level. Then three cassettes 
per bay width were installed, each comprising 195 x 75mm floor 
joists (laid perpendicular to the main beams) filled with Warmcell 
insulation held in place with Panelvent sheathing at the bottom 
ond topped with FCS WBP ply. Joints between cassettes were 
gasketted and given a final levelling with 85 x 47inin softwood 
battens at 4(M)nmi centres and a sheathing floor with finishes 
by the restaurant owners.

Douglas fir tapered posts take the 300 x 2(K)mm 
Douglas fir main beam, which in turn carries the king posts 
and longitudinal bracing, all tenoned and pinned. The steel 
cable ties are held in discreet brackets chased into the beams 
to minimise visual intrusion. Such design detail for a feature 
never to be seen indicates the care that has gone into this simple 
building. The roof cassettes (4m long x 1.2in wide and with a 
U-value of0.18) were erected before the glazed walls were brought 
to site, and the entire roof was installed in one day. The standing- 
seam covering is‘micro-engraved’ to replicate a lead finish.

All greenheart was sourced from London Docklands’ 
scrap and none was treated, not even cut ends. Scott suggests that 
the building should lost at least 50 years - notwithstanding the 
vicissitudes of the restaurant market in London.
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Section

1. The roof gable was
the only part built on site
2. Ridge-beam and king-post 
bracing
3. A hidden cable bracket
4. Grillage foundations 
before backfilling

150mfn Lindab Rainline 
guttering system in 
galvanised steel

I Eaves and soffit with 
Ugitop matt finish

Expamet 927 stainless- 
steel mesh 140mm wide

Ih
•• Henderson sliding-door 

system

2Cmm Elefant Grating 
security screensI

Rationel Domus timber 
frames and joinery Credits

Client
London Borough of Camden 
Architect
Timber Design: Cameron Scott,
www.timberdesign.com
Engineer
Andrew Smith Consulting Engineers: 
David Yeomans and Andrew Smith 
Project management 
Econstruction: Giles Fruinpton 
Main contractor 
The Timber Frame Company:
Jim Blackburn 
Structural steelwork 
Hercules CSMD: Kob Crang 
Photos
Cameron Scott: Mark Wimvood

Expamet 927 stainless- 
steel mesh - 140mm wide

S0mm X 10mm galvanised- 

steel guide track

16mm diameter spacer in 
galvanised steel

SPAX-S 8mm x 220mm T-Star 
in galvanised steel

47mni x 120mm dry oak sill

60mm x 95mm Douglas fir 
packer
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IT

THIS COMES 
VERY CLOSE TO 
INTUITION-FREE 
ARCHITECTUREj.

cff

el,
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1.

It is not often that o client lets you spend even six months on the 
pre-design. But Giunni Botsford has token the eight years since 
he left the Architectural Association (AA) to complete a house in 
Notting Hill, London. With that timescale, six months is almost 
nothing. And the reseorch, carried out in conjunction withArup, 
has paid off- with a very happy client and an intelligent and 
distinctly personal plan.

At the AA, Botsford was a student of the legendary 
John Frazer, guru of evolutionary design computation and 
intelligent and interactive building design systems. Frazer 
developed the notion of evolutionary architecture os ‘an attempt 
to achieve in the built environment the symbiotic behaviour 
and metabolic balance that are characteristic of the natural 
environment’.

of, say, a sun louvre has a knock-on effect on a whole series of 
things, from the assessment of the design of the elevations to the 
number of summer cooling devices that are needed. Importantly, 
when the newly created data is re-run, the overall results change, 
so this is an iterative process.

Data can be anything from desirable traffic conditions 
in a city-wide plan; to maximum allowable housing densities; 
to the cost of door handles. At Notting Hill, the basic data 
was: sunlight, daylight, the site and the client’s brief The 
latter included a small chapel and an antipathy to traditional 
east-facing bedroom windows. The less-than-ideal site was a 
15m X 40m x 10m hole in the local environment with one side 
3m higher than the rest. The ‘hole’ was created by the properties 
surrounding it on all but the street side. As well os involving 14 
party wall agreements, this meant that getting light in was 
going to be a problem.

Andy Sedgwick at Arup, which has been supportive 
of Botsford’s work, used the Radiance program to produce the 
daylight and sunlight information. This is a lighting program 
developed at Lawrence Berkeley Notional Labs which hos been 
used by NASA on the Hubble repair programme. It uses rag- 
trocing techniques to compute the amount of light travelling 
through n point in a given direction - effectively operating as 
an ortificial sun machine.

The first analysis took the form of a three-dimensional 
Im X Im X Im grid, populating the ’hole’with what are called

Architectural concepts become descriptions in a 
genetic language, which produces a coded script of instructions 
for form-generation. There is still doubt about exactly how to 
code structural form in these genetic algorithms and, similarly, 
how to deal with conflicting and ill-defined criteria. Yet the 
innovation is coming close to that goal of intuition-free and 
ortistry independent design, based not on the architect’s visual 
and spatial genius but on the hard reality of the programme as 
defined by the site, client, location, local building ordinances 
and the like.

Architects soy that this is what they do onyway, But they 
only really do it because the dato changes. Altering the orientation
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3.

1 & 2. Clouds of balls represent environmental 
conditions at the top plane of the site
3. Real-life model used to inspect data as a group
4. Another way of visualising sun and daylight data 
over time

At the beginning, Boisford says: ‘We began to understand 
whut the site was and how, for example, the houses to the south 
affected the site more than a church, closer by and due south.
A lot of what we were looking at was avoiding preconceptions.

‘Eventually, the client wanted to see what the house was 
going to look like,’ Botsford says,‘and we were able to make some 
quick moves on the basis of what we had. So we did a first shot 
- and the data changed. We realised that this could go on forever 
and that it would be a future aim to find a way of fixing elements 
within this data soup. The analysis thereafter was o more 
conventional design process.’

Could this all be done with a less compliont client? 
Botsford says that the preliminary stage should take a lot less 
time. And he has carried out a modified version of the process on 
Q major masterplanning project where it was possible to identify 
plots of building land which met all the developers criteria and 
develop a layout - rather than simply taking a punt and talking 
it up in the presentation.

The completed house has high ceilings, top lighting, 
shafts of light penetrating to the ground, gardens and an 
intriguing plan. Conunentotors have been bemused that the 
preliminary processes seem to have produced no mon.* than 
a very competent Modernist house. But what else should they 
expect? At least the strotegic spatial decisions were based on 
hard, real environmental analysis rather than the equivalent 
of monkeys and typewriters.

voxels at the 6,(XX) or so grid intersections. Voxel imaging is 
currently used mainly in CAT scans ond magnetic resonance 
imaging, but is also starting to be used in computer-game design. 
Voxels can be thought of as three-dimensional pixels, which hove 
information to do with, say, temperature, sunlight, colour and 
wind direction attached.

Radiance could cope with daylight and sunlight data: 
temperature, time, shading and so on - a total of 12 attributes for 
each of the 6,(XK) voxels. These were data-mined using in-house 
and AA-developed softwore and, following Boisfords evaluation, 
were modified and returned to Arup for fresh processing. Each 
iteration took a couple of weeks, which explains the six months.
At the same time, client data was incorporated.

The early part of this work concentrated on finding 
the best position for the 60m’ garden that the client wanted.
This, together with the effective requirement that bedrooms should 
be on the ground floor, began to define the best locations of rooms, 
though not necessarily their inter-relationships. Botsford emphasises 
tliat throughout this six-month preliminary period no design 
drawing was done. He says: ‘The only drawing done was of the 
data. It was quite difficult to understand the data and to visualise 
the information and its potential consequences. The ball diagrams 
we did were quite useful, but it is important to remember that they 
represent data and not architecture. There were also models whose 
layered contours represented the edges between the high and low 
levels of daylight and controlled sunlight.’
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PLANNING

§
THINK LOCALLY
Btf Bruin Wnters

Britain is building too mang 
small homes - two-bedroom 
flats - and not nearly enough 
fatnily houses. The annual 
shortage of three-bedroom 
homes is now put at 350,(MI0\ 
Furthermore, our dwellings are 
sub-standard by international 
comparison. The Policy 
Exchange has published two 
papers’ which look at this.

They find that Britain's 
new houses are only 76nr 
on average — a fur cry from 
the 109nr in Germany. 116m’ 
in the Netherlands or 137nr in 
nenmork. Britain's stock is ako 
comparatively old. with 38.5 
per cent of dwellings built 
before 1945. In Italy. CJernumy 
and Austria this is below 30 per 
cent and in Ireland. Portugal, 
Greece ond Finlond it is below 
20 per cent. But while these 
figures suggest the British 
dwelling stock is of rather poor 
quality, nowhere, over the past 
three decades, has house price 
inflation been stronger tlian in 
the UK; British property prices 
have more than tripled.

It seems that the rest of 
the developed world enjoys 
liv-ing in modern, spacious and 
affordable accommodation, 
while we ‘live in houses where 
single-glazing windows moving 
agaiiLst each other can hardly 
be cleaned and hot and cold 
w'ater runs from two separate 
taps’as the VmnUfnrtcr AUqcnmiw 
Zeiumt) recently parodied.

Policy Exchange research 
fellow Dr Oliver Hartwich 
says that the planning system 
has made it possible to control, 
and effectively to restrain, the 
housing supply. However, a 
planning system that produces 
such poor-quality housing 
could only persist over time 
because it was justified on the 
grounds of some public interest. 
He said: ‘The British have been 
led to believe they are living on 
an overcrowded island, that the 
countnjside has almost 
disappeared under concrete and 
that building oit brownfields 
and protecting greenfields is 
obsolutely necessary. Nothing, 
could be further from the truth.’

Debunking each of these 
myths, Hartwich points out that 
far from being overcrowded, 
only around 8 per cent of the 
UK is urbanised; urbanisation 
is much higher in the North 
West than the South East; 
plants and animals thrive in 
low-density residential areas; 
and agricultural land is 
overprotected and subsidised.

To see if other countries 
are more successful in delivering 
bigger, better and cheaper 
homes, Hartwich compared 
the situation in the UK with 
that in Germany, Switzerland, 
Ireland and Australia. Of the 
four countries examined,
Ireland and Austnrlia derive 
their planning systems from the 
British model and the housing 
problems bear a strong 
resetnblance to the British 
situation, with rising prices 
and frustrated first-time buyers.

He said; ‘Germany and 
Switzerland, in contrast, operate 
localised zoning systems under 
which local planners ond 
politicians are directly

confronted witli the effects 
of their decisions. Local 
politicians know that their 
budgets largely depend on 
attracting new residents, and 
planning poUcy has a strong 
influence on their budgets. 
This forces the local politicians 
to engage in competition 
(literally) to make their cities 
more “attractive” - meaning 
both pleasant places to live 
and places thot will draw 
more inhabitants.'

If this is the key to their 
success - a localised and 
incciitiviscd system of 
competition in planning - 
then it should not be difficult 
to figure out the important 
lessons for Britain.
1. RICS five-year 
housing review
2. Unaffordable Housing - 
Fables and Myths; Bigger, 
Better, Faster. Visit:
WWW.policyexchange.org.uk

BriiJiJ H'aters is priffdpal of the 
Boisot Waters Colieit partnership, 
mil ii’nni’.biiKp.co.nk
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Horbury Junction, Wakefield. West Yorkshire WF4 SER St Andrews. Nonvkii

Tel: 01924 264121 Fax: 01924 280030 Email: info@westok.co.uk

www.westok.co.uk
ENQUIRY 22 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



WEBWATCH/LEGAL

SHOULDYOU 
BACK THE MAC? TEACHING OFTORTS
In the spirit of Xmas accord,

I have been working on a Mac 

for the past couple of weeks. 
Alright, it was the only spare 
computer available during 

a stint at AJ Towers.

The first two days were 

marked by extreme irritation 
across the AJ subs' desk as I 

asked important but infantile 

questions about the Mac 
version of Word, the answers 

to which were actually 

available by hitting Help 
or more usefully via the 

methodology known as 

'suck it and see’. I have, 
in my defence, to say that 

nobody claims that being 
able to open the CD drive 

without inner Mac knowledge 

is exactly intuitive.
OK, so was I simply 

bowled over by the Mac 
experience? Er, what 

experience would that 
be exactly? I have always 

run Windows in a Mac-like 

way - using icons on the 
desktop rather than menus. 

And Mac Word is, well,
PC Word with a few local 
differences. So, as I 

suspected, for the average 
Joe who uses computers in 

the office as opposed to 

completely believing in them, 
there is not really a lot in the 
Mac V PC controversy.

Except that Mac cases and 

accessories are designed 
and PCs usually look like 

car crashes.

Glad I have sorted that 
out then. Noel.
suiliaiiMd.ltjall^htinteniel.coni

There arc some types of claim 
that are guaranteed to have 
tlie lawyers running for the 
text books, writes Kim Fratiklhi. 
When one building has 
withdrawn the support it 
provided to another, for 
example; or if o civil servant 
has been guilty of‘misfeasonce 
in public office’.The nuisance 
claim about the pigeon 
droppings on the rail 
conunuters is another good 
example.The common feature 
of these actions is that they 
are all based on the law of tort.

With contract, once 
you know the rules, the legal 
analysis tends to slip into place. 
With tort, however, you have 
no agreement betw'een the 
parties from which to distil and 
make sense of the documents. 
Nor do you have on Act of 
Farhameiit to puzzle over and 
construe. Instead, you have to 
turn to a long tradition of 
decided cases relevant to your 
problem. That s where the 
textbooks come in.

Armed with the authorities, 
you can then work out on 
which side of the line your 
case fulls. Is the claimant 
entided to a remedy or not?
The problem with claims 
bused on tort is that each claim 
is different, so where do you 
draw the line?

The problem was illustrated 
neatly in the case of Laiqai v 
Mtxjid (Judqmait 22.6.05), which 
concerned allegations of 
invasitm of airspace. Such

a claim conjures visions 
of intruding tower cranes, 
low-flying aeroplanes and 
other projectiles but, in fact, 
this case concerned an e.xtrocior 
fan which protruded from the 
Khyber House, a hot food 
takeaway shop in Buidford.
The claimants and defendants 
were related to each other but 
hod fallen out.

The cluinuinl and her 
family sought an order for 
the removal of the extractor 
fan because it trespassed on 
their land and was a nuisance. 
The extractor, which was about 
l.5m-high, was located about 
4.5m above ground level.
The casing, which was of 
galvanised mild steel, protruded 
75()]iim into the claimant’s rear 
yard. At the trial the judge 
found that, while the extractor 
was ‘not particularly attractive', 
it did not interfere with any 
‘norma! activity’ in the garden 
and was not, therefore, deemed 
to be Q trespass.

The appeal judge 
reviewed the cases on invasion 
of airspace, which ranged from 
signs protruding by mere inches 
from a single-storey tobacco 
shop, to the over-sailing boom 
of a tower crane. In one case, 
the defendant used a low-flying 
aeroplane to obtain aerial 
photographs of the claimant’s 
country residence.

One line of cases said that 
adjoining owners had no right 
to erect structures overhanging 
their neighbours' land.

The other said that the right 
to airspace did not extend to 
the stratosphere, but ran out 
where it was no longer 
rvecessarg ‘for the ordinary use 
and enjoyment of the land and 
structures on it’. Above that 
height, the individual has no 
greater rights to the airspace 
than any other member of 
the public.

Hoving drawn a line 
through the atmosphere, the 
appeal court hod no difFiculty 
in deciding that the e.xtractor 
fell well below it and was, 
therefore, a trespass.

Kim Franktin is a bamsier 
attd chartered arbitrator at Crown 

chambers in London.
Visit wu’u’.cromiojficechambers.com
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REVIEW

EXHIBITION
Dij Keuneth PouvU

Mario Botta: The 
Architecture of the 
Sacred: Prayers in Stone 
At the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, London Wl, 
until 14 January O

o
o
o

2
Exterior and interior of Botta's 
church in Seriate

of Uorromini. Churches do 
not figure promineiitlg in the 
work of most contemporary 
architects, but Botta has 
designed many - 11 are shown 
in this exhibition (and one 
synagogue) and they range 
in scale from a tiny cemetery 
chapel near Lucca to the Evry 
cathedral. All are luiminous 
structures, loaded witli 
meaning; some of them (the 
church at Mogno, for instance) 
set in sublime landsropes.

Botta has been distinctly 
under-apprecioted in Britain. 
This exhibition convinces me, 
at least, that he is a truly major 
architect in the mould of those 
great figures whose work was 
such u potent inspiration for 
him, and certainly the most 
significant church architect 
alive today.
Kenneth Pouvil is a London-based 
architectural journalist

studied in Milan and Venice 
before collaborating on prajects 
with two titans of Modern 
architecture, Le Corbusier ond 
Louis Kahn. A preoccupation 
with the cylindrical form 
emerged as early as 1980 with 
the house in Stabio, a project 
much revisited by other 
architects who shore Botta s 
central concerns. It surfaced 
again in larger projects such 
as the new cathedral at Evry, 
France, and the Museum of 
Modern Art in Sun Francisco, 
completed in 1995.

There is nothing in Botta’s 
work of the facetiousness of 
the worst of BoMo. Along 
with the urban concerns of 
the Itolian trodition, Botta was 
imbued with a regard for the 
Romanesque churches and 
dignified form buildings of 
his native region us well as 
an enthusiasm for the Baroque

striking exhibition. Drawings, 
excellent photogrophs and 
some stunning models make 
it a show that really should 
not be missed.

By British standards Botta, 
now in his 60s, is an exotic 
figure, his work strongly rooted 
in history and on overriding 
preoccupation with form. His 
is an architecture of masonry, 
stone and brick, of solids and 
voids, of memorable shapes.
In Britain, it begs comparison 
with the later work of James 
Stirling, but could equally be 
damned by assuciadon with 
the meagre legacy of Post- 
Modernism, a movement which 
some in this country find not 
just aesthetically offensive but 
morally too.

Such an association would, 
however, be mistaken. Botta is, 
of course, an Italian-speaking 
Swiss from the Ticino and

Minimalism, Neo-Modernism, 
‘the new simplicity’ - these are 
the characterisrics of current 
Swiss architecture.The work 
of Peter Zumthor, Gigon Guyer, 
Diener & Diener and, best 
known, Herzog & de Meuron 
typifies this approach and has 
made Switzerland a major 
force on the global architectural 
scene and certainly an 
influence in the UK.

The architecture of Mario 
Botta appears to be completely 
at odds with the ethos of 
Minimalism and the Nene 
Sachliclikeii, yet Botta is one 
of the leading Swiss architects 
today, and the interest 
generated by his recent lecture 
at the RIBA suggests that his 
work is well regarded in this 
country, though he has yet 
to build here. Accomponied 
by a handsome book (Editrice 
Compositori,^34), this is a

45AJ 15.12.05



BOOK BOOK
Bif Richard IVaite

Hong Kong:
Front Door/Back Door 
By Michael Wolf. 
Thames & Hudson, 
2005. 120pp. £29.99

Van Nelle: Monument 
in Progress 
Uitgeverij De Hef 
Publishers, 2005. 
294pp. €69.90 (£47)

Michael Woirs Hong Kong 
is not the neon-lit, never-stop 
tourists’ dream from the travel 
brochures. His city seeiTLS 
strangely empty — an eerie, 
dirty landscape almost entirely 
devoid of people.

Photographs of endless, 
concrete tower-block facades 
meet with close-ups of 
makeshift chairs in grimy back 
alleys to create an intriguing, 
unpopulated world. But even 
in the pictures of the skyscrapers 
there are hints - like bright 
curtains or washing lines - that 
point to an existence behind the 
anonymous e.xteriors.

These vast canvases of 
modern, high-rise architecture 
often resemble textile designs.
In many of them it is dilhcult 
to get your bearings, with few 
clues to help you understand 
the scale or orientation of the 
repetitive rows of balconies.

windows and air-conditioning 
units. It is hard to believe some 
of these massive, never-ending 
panoramas have not been 
created by stitching ditferent 
photographs together.

The surprise in this book 
— with its 71 beautiful colour 
images - is the contrast between 
shots of lowering apartments 
and more intimate portraits 
of life at ground level. Pictures 
of mops wedged behind mucky 
pipes, and poper cups rammed 
on metal fences expose the 
reality of the daily grind and 
the squalor of parts of the city.

To tie these images 
together Wolf relies on recurring 
splashes of colour - but if there 
is one criticism of this beguiling 
book, it’s that this leads to some 
contrived set-pieces. A dyed 
pink poodle on u table is a step 
too far and an unneeded 
artificial diversion.

With its gleaming curtain wall 
and tremendous dynamism, the 
Van Nelle factory, by a canal 
on the outskirts of Rotterdam, 
is one of the Modern 
Movement’s great early 
monuments, imtes Atidreu’ Mead.

I7esigned by Brinkman and 
Van der Vlugt with Mart Stani, 
and largely completed by 1930, 
tliis huge plant for processing 
tea, cotlee and tobacco 
continued to function — with 
changes of ownership and a 
shrinking workforce - until 
the mid-1990s, when its future 
became pressing. Partly 
converted and renovated, it 
is now the Van Nelle Design 
Factory, housing 50 or more 
businesses and several 
architectural practices 
(though one prospective lessee, 
the wonderfully named Now 
& Wow nightclub, sadly fell 
by the wayside).

So the subtitle of this bulky 
book,'monument in progress’, 
is spot on. and all the issues 
around the Van Nellc’s re-use 
are just one strand of an 
enormously thorough account 
of the buildings post und 
present. In scope and detail, it 
rivals Karel Ksondr’s benchmark 
book on Loos’ Villa Muller.

En route it addresses 
questions of authorship (how 
involved was Mart Stom?); 
puts the Van Nelle factory 
in context with Brinkman and 
Van der Vlugt’s other work and 
Modernism generally; explains 
construction and re-use with 
plenty of technical detail; 
and marshals a wide range of 
images, old and new, to become 
visually enticing. For many 
buildings such treatment could 
be overkill, but this mini
monument is something 
that the Van Nelle deserves.
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CRITIC’S CHOICE
liil Andrew Mead

Books Of The Year: 
a selection of the best 

books reviewed in the 

AJ in 2005

1. Constructing Architecture
2. Alvaro Siza: Private Houses

3. As Built: Caruso St John

Modern:The Modern Movement in Britain 
By Alan Powers and Morley von Sternberg. Merrell, £35 
‘A beoutiful book, packed with ideas, elegantly written’ 
(Ketineih PouvIl.AJ 2t.07.0S)

Alvaro Siza: Private Houses 
By Alessandra Cianchetta. Skira, £39
‘Without ever crying too hard, Sizo gets all the moves right’ 
{Murraij Fraser, AJ J l.OJ.OS)

Philip Webb
By Sheila Kirk. Wiley, £29.99
‘What must be the standard reference for the modern reader’ 
(£)om Hawkcs,AJ 21.07.0S)

As Built: Caruso St John 

a+t,£26
‘A simply excellent ntonograph' (John Pardeij.AJ 06.10.OS)

Constructing Architecture
Edited by Andrea Deplazes. Btrkhauser, £34
‘A source of reference and inspiration to both architects and
students’ {Stephen Biiies, AJ 20. lO.OS)

The Charged Void: Urbanism 
By Alison and Peter Smithson. Monacelli, £45 

‘The Smithsons’currency has never been greater’ 
(JoiiiUhiin Senjison.AJ 05.OS.OS)

Jern Utzon Logbooks:Votumes I & iil 

Edition Blendal, £35 each
‘Will build the reputation of an architect who has much to offer as 
a correction to our image-driven culture’ {Alan Pouvrs, 21.04.OS)

The Dictionary of Urbanism
By Robert Cowan. Streetwise Press, £29.95

‘I wonder how we ever did without it’ (Joe Holijoak.AJ 28.04.OS)

2G 34:Sergison Bates 

Gustavo Gili, £21.50
‘Sergison Bates has a curefulli| cultivated oemve that fits the 2G 
format well' {Neil Gillespie, AJ 10.11.05)

Louis I Kahn
By Robert McCarter. Phaidon, £49.95
‘A solid student textbook' {f-luiH Hani>ood,AJ 09.06.05)

Mies van der Rohe;The Krefeld Villas

By Kent Kleinman and Leslie Van Duzer. Princeton Architectural Press, £25 

‘This is incisive writing’ (D.ii'id l\'ild,AJ OS. 11.0.5)

For full reviews of these and more ‘Books of the Year 

visit www.ajplus.co.uk
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^JOBS
JOBS ENQUIRIES
Gemma Knight 020 7505 6737 gemma.knight@emap.com 

Laura Tilling 020 7505 6803 laura.tilling@emap.com 

www.aJplu8.co.uk/jobs

Project Architect
Small city centre practice with 

interesting varied workload seek 
a motivated and enthusiastic Project 
Architect with 3 yeairs experience. 

Excellent prospects and opportunity 
for career advartcemeni.

QUALIFIED OR 
RIBA PART II 
ARCHITECTS 
REQUIRED

THOMAS FAIRE 
ARCHITECTSTHE ARCH ITECTS' JOURNAL 

1S1 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB Small friendly Norfolk coastal 

practice requires enthusiastic 
architect or technician for interesting 
and varied projects in this area of 
outstanding natural beauty. Good 
CAD and graphic skills essentia), 
together «ith a sound knowledge of 
building construction.

All af^lications with CV to

Dtsptay advertising 
070 7505 6823 
Recruitment advertising 
020 75056803/6737 
Advertising fax number 
020 75056750

With experience in traditional 
Architecture to work as part of a 

team on a new exciting project 
Involving some Listed Buildings.Deadlines

Bookings/copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 12pm Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Monday

Please send CV or request further 
details via email to John Albutt at

jalbutt@pzvi-archltects.co.uk

PZvi Architects and Designers Lid 
21 Rain Courts, West Riverside 

Manchester M3 5FT

John Simpson and Partners 

19 Great James Street 
LondonWCIN 3DS

Thomas Faire Architects, 
U1|4i Place, Burnham Market, 

Norfolk PB31 8EL. 
tcKnfaire^rsmail.nel

or
info@johnsimpsonarchitects.com

PIcaM eentset Pm Smitfi to 4tmcun th«M orul 
many men cxcftkifjobs on: 

t* ont’fi SI2750 
MoMa; 07810 624036

•mat aM.amHh>d^igvtotifO,uli

Help and Advice Free All areas covered.

Chriatmae snd Now Year arc traditionally timee when people take etock of their 
lives, and very often a new job, or better working conditions in their current 
employment are top of their wish list. If this is you, but you are not sure where to 
start, vhy not give me a call, or drop me an e-mail. I am happy to offer free and 
impartial advice to anyone looking to improve their working life. You are under no 
obligation to register DO Services when you call, so if you would like any help 
or advice please call me and I will be happy to assist if I can.

13 A T E WAYimvriorB T*chniclan,
SE London. c£25k ■ J357 
Part II or oqifvafonl quakfied with a 

mntnwnot 1 years practice 
expetienca, space pisnning & 

debiting expenenca.
AutoCAD esserttuk

Part R Archkact, SE London, c£25k - J35S
Mramum of 1 year in private practice, good das^ A AutoCAD sluHs, aMly to produce computer 
generated & hand drawn visuals an advantage

Senior Archllactural Technologtal. SE London, c£3Sk • J359
Minimum c4 7 years practice eqieiterKe, a strong TachntcM/Cone&uckon i buirSng regutadons 
knowledge Abikty ta work on own intative aseental. strong detabng & >^AoCAO sMs esaenkal

4 No. Architects, NW London, 6 Month * contract CNego - Ref J347 
Part llU^akfied Archrtects to work on an excAtvg new nexed profoct in Ojbai. You will have 
strongdosignslalealong wTth theaUity loworfc to very lis^dMdhrtes AutoCAD prodcteni & a 
nextte aOtuda are esaenfial.

Senior Architectural Technician, Keid, £Nego - Ref J360
5-7 years experience & an in-depth tactncal/coriskucfean knowtedge & astaUished AuloCi^ 
sUs are requrs^ fiy thn hvely medium practice with an exatng range of commeroai & 
residentiBi proiects.

n

TeL 01322 627678 Fee 01322 627848

•a

Uniform
If you are excited by great architecture 
and visualisation and think you can make 
a difference we want to meet you!
Uniform is a highly successful property focussed 
communications consultancy. We create visual solutions for 
architects, property developers, planners and designers, 
helping them to communicate more effectively.

We are currently looking for a number of highly motivated 
individuals with a minimum of 2 years experience in a similar 
position to expand our talented team at our Liverpool office;

Experienced Project / Account Managers 
Senior Visualisers
Art Director / Head of Graphic Design

Please send your CV & examples of work where necessary 
to career@uniform.net

i<

i-

:

1
Architect, Kent, CNego - Ref J361
Dynamic & enihusBatic arcfatact with 5 years expeneoce Id work on commercial 8 residential 
prayads Strong Job rurviing & design sbils. a good technical knowledga 8 eslaWshed AutoCAD 
skM are assansal You wfl need to be a driver with your own iratvsport

3 Na. Archtteds. Central London ConVpemv. CHego - Ref J354
Creabve, anthusiasbe 8 dynancAvchdects with 10 years quahted experience Proven job
ninnmg sidls 8 AutoCAD skills are essenM. Requred to work on soma very exotir>g multi -

mWion pound retaf prefects Appheabons 
for fwth contract 8 permanent 
employment (Ml be consKtared

Contact: Lisa McLeod MREC 
Mob;
Email: UsaDgwrec.co.uk

www.gateway-recruitment.co.uk

0773 4419 420
I www.uniform.net

sSkiLa- ii'itli’t’’ i’ 'S'l’



Bennetts Associates ArchitectsBennetts Associates Architects

RIBA Part III Architect RIBA Part I and Part III Architects,
with up to 5 years experience, required for London 
Office. Good design ability and team working skills 
essential. CAD literate preferred.

required for Edinburgh Office with up to 5 years 
experience, good design ability and team working 
skills. CAD literate preferred.

Rease apply wrth your CV and examples of wor1< to Ffeter Runacres at

petennin»cm@benne«sassoc<M»s,coin
I Rawstome Place, London EClV 7NL
t 020 7520 3300 f 020 7520 3333 w vwvw.bennettsassociates.cofr>

Rease apply with your CV and examples of work to Claire Sharp at
daire.thvp.(i bennettsassociates.com

3 Boroughloch Square. Edinburg EH8 9NJ
>0131667 7351 fOJ3l 662 1867 w vwvw.bennett5associates-Com

■ramiFDArchitecture
+ 442076J7354I

We are a smaN. ambitious, dee<gn-led practice in central London. Proiects are vaned. 
although a large percentage of current commissions are Private rasidenbal projects and 
High-end retail work.
Due to rapidly expanding workload of exciting projects we are looking For qualified ArcNtecIs 
with good design, technical and job running skills lotake a key role in the development of the 
practice. Applicants should have a minimum ol S years post part • experience.
Good career prospects arxf aRractivw salaries wA be offered lo the right carxfrdates.

Please send fully ritustrated cv to:
Hans van Rienisdi{k.
FDArchitecture.
19 Margret si.
London

WIWaPR

RECRUITMENT
Architecture, Design, Sales & Marketing

020 7836 0090 . 
foUo@foliopersonnel.com (

Barnsley Hewett & Mallinson 
Chartered Architects

Architect & Architectural Technologist
We are seeking enthusiastic and capable individuals to work on our

expanding workload. Based in Fort 
William (Outdoor Capital of the UKJ we can 
offer excellent career opportunities and working 
environment. Good communication 
skills, job-running skills and 
proficiency in Autocad.

We are currently recruiting ArchitectB 
to help with our increasing Educational 
workload. Candidates should be 
technically competent wtd have good 
communication skills. All candidates 
should have a minimum of 1 year’s 
UK office experience. AutoCAD 
experience preferable but not essential, ki

We are looking for experienced and newly qualified 
Architects to help with our increasing workload in 

the Education Sector
Mr S W Leech, Barnsley Hewett & Mallinson, Chartered Architects,

1 White Hart Lane, London. SW13 ORA. 
or e-mail recruitment9hhmarchltects.com

.Si pr

i(_ik
Apply vyith examples of work to Scott Donald, 
Kearney Donald Partnership, Hillside House, 
Belford Road, Fort William PH33 BBT 
scott@kd-partnership.co.uk

kearney donald partnership

R O RfCRUITMENT (RUG«V) LTD
Trioka HouM, Co»4 Union Shot. Rugby Works CV22 6AJ 
TW;(OI7Saj57ai4l fate: (0t7»$l S7S609 
i-moif: ltim.ilir«»»aei Jiscrulfmtil.to.uk 
Wob: www.rdrocruitinenl.co.uk

FEILDEN+MAWSON ARCHITECTS LLP
ARCHITECTS & TECHNOLOGISTS - London Hof: 0512-37

Senior TecfmlcianrTocfinical Architect 
CornwaR
My CiMnt a m* Or^Mi wclvtactural practico In th» SouW WmI md nu drrtM to t &ti rMti* national laagua 
tMM pioducad annualy by tha fnaeanu Bulling Tha o*tea u now 3 yaan old aid attar fMady ai^ianiian 
Ihay aa kxXung to rruha a hay anxaimant c4 a aamr ladnoai O' ttc^neal aretiaaet aa a plaifcm lor 

tuM ifcmrih. Laadng tadaaal atla oT Ta ollica and ba raaponatita tar ax culpul guda and davatap 
..ooriiieiiijaaerataa ~iln aillia iimaNa hirXiaiiniliinrin anflrn maaHai iC Tai l»n tl i f in~iWinr 
-IT- a wda vair'y el proiacta and tor Maon wan mjiaataua and conaOarax 'tau <nl naw many yoax 
aipananee wahm tha tola e* Sanrar Tachnoan/tachnea Vchaaet ttaur badvound w<l bt ttanri 
aUOacma and yeur axpanaxo wO darrxxiearaM daaifln and eonaarucaen atipananea and an up-to-data 

hnowtadge 0# heaah aid tafey-naiwx Tha mcaaaiui c,aiJUa>i v*hart air>BnBWBii«oticnqiuwtadga"i 
CaO packagaa parliailaly AunCW. and an abily to iMXh v-thr' laga muadacipOwy gRXfiB 4n 
nduabcus. coiactartagc nchwdual atw ic aUa to work boti ndapandatly and as part el a Mam aM aacM 
in IlM pretaaoonal yal FnerxJy oMca an>xninmanl A mrwTKm of HNl) Bulling StuOm and a U mamba 
o( MCtAT or an A'ch.taclura qual<ncalion s axsantiaf

CNegoUabte
PonnanentExperienced technicaHy-crientdted architects (min 3 years-t experience) or 

technologists with appetite and enthusiasm For working on substantial historic 
building refurbishments and modification required immediately to join this 
thriving Practice. Candidates with fluency in Autocad and competency in aH 
aspects of running a project are sought lo be part of our friendy dedicated team 
at our new riverside central London stu<^.

Please apply wiffi CV and examples of recent work to:
foul Rynsard, Feilden-iMawson LLP, 36 Grosvenor Gardens, London SWIWOEB 
london|obsDfe<ldenandmawson com

www.leildenandmawson.com We are an equal opportunities employer.

www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs



ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN

DESIGN MANAGER Required for busy Chester firm specialising 
in Leisure, Holiday and Residential Park Design 

across the UK.
Millwood Designer Homes are ^ award winning private 
developer based In Kent.

We are a seeking to employ a self-motivated Individual 
with a minimum of 3 years experience In quality residential 
design to join our In-house planning & design department.

You will need to demonstrate a successful track record in 
designing, negotiating and obtaining planning consents for 
all types & sizes of re^dentiai development.

A good technical knowledge and design Hair with an 
expertise in both hand drawn and AutoCAD design work Is 
required, together with the ability to manage projects both 
independently and as part of a team.

This rapidly expanding company can offer an attractive 
remuneration package to the right candidate.

Please forward a detailed CV, with examples of recent 
work and a covering letter Including details of your current 
package to:

Peter Bland. Senior Design Manager 
Millwood Designer Homes Ltd 
Bordyke End 
East Street 
Tonbridge 
KentTN9 IHA

Candidates should be adaptable and energetic to deal with 
extremely fast track seasonal projects, ideally possess a 

suitable architectural qualification to design and manage 
new developments, park layout design, planning and 

architectural matters.

Salary dependant upon qualifications and experience. 

Please send c.v. to:
Amanda E Bratherton, Bratherton Park Design Consultants Ltd, 

Dodleston House, Bell Meadow Business Park, Park Lane. 
Chester CH4 9EP

30 ViMiUstr
A pernvicfll for teaeoM mHi nw in crcatnq pbotarMishc neeget sf MJr Scrcia^MnU
far flannaif «<4 wkihnf ^yrfaut A fajh la>ti if aWit|t In fha ata af AufacM. 30 SfyOa VU 
t Pfie(a$has aatanfial XnawiaSyt of crtafing flr-Sf aniMfion an4 OVD avfhaHni an advantajt

Talafl(t4 OaaUfiaS ArcMfatf with e«ar 2 jrava s**' 1 tis*H*nca
A jrtat a^^funitr far a falan(a4 designer fe tike larfa rtadtntitt lad aizad ata scheaias fraa 
inca^tan ta planntag agglailian stage. wKi cantinuatf nralreaant through to the MAngs 
ceaiglttaan Pratantalien w>d design sklls are essential to ttw pastllan

Far batfi positions. Hie aHItjr ta work as part of a tea and under yoir awn MIMtIre wItMn a 
friendly endrorment are baparlant

To apply, pleasi snri year (V with eiaaplts al yeur aar* ta
Mn Hania. thrastar af ArtMtacture, Laca Harkat Praparttas. The Atrnaa, 2t Wailatw Strati, 
Hottrnghaii. MQI SfW

m A>nc £A(T MPMgPB 
WFERTVOCVaMIMILLWOOD CWCTLMJBBB

S
DESIGNER HOMES LIMITED

www.mdh.uk.com

P. Live sey
TCL ct> vk

Architectsi.i .\n m-:si(iNi.R
Wc are an industry leading fit-out company and arc looking for a suspended ceiling 
designer or design engine^'archiceclural technician looking for a change in dia-clion to 
work on high profile, large scale interior and metal lining contracts in London and 
surrounding areas.
Applicants must be highly tnotivated. h^d woiking and abk to wusk on own initutive. 
Must also be lolly conversant in AutoCAD.
The position offen an attractive salary plus benefits and will be based at our head office 
in South West London.
Email CV to poneilku thennofell.co.uk

I rafTord Pack Manchester
We are offering challenging design ofpocTunmes for qualified archilects to join our planning team to 
mirk on the prestigious residenlial coirversion of listed buildings and associated new-build schemes 

throughout the UX.
To be engaged in all aspects of planning - listed building applkalions 

Vi^liiy ■ Keasibility - Detailed Design ■ Presentation 
Cmdidates should have a minimum of 10 years post qualificalion experience and possess good 

commimicBlion and efFicietu autocad skills (3D not cssentHi)
PJ.Liv'esey Oruup are one of Britain's [vernier conservation developers with a comprebensive 

in-houae approach to prefects from oiceptHM lo completion 
Annions util attract salary' packages staning al £35K 4- Car 

eVs by post or e-mail to:*
Mr Simon Kennedy it'on^jany Archilccl)

P3 Livesey Uroup I imiied 
AsMiunon E^k, A^burton (Load West.
TtafTurd Park. Manchester. M17 lAF.

Tel : 0161 873 7878 - Fax : 0161 848 8671 
e.nuil: siaioiiLennedy'<ispjlrvesey co uk

harriplanaOUflNEMOUTH
is a snbrant and excKing holiday resort wrrth a flourishing property markal and very active property 
developers. Ota Company Is one of the leackng design arid planiwg frms in the vea having been 
asubished for nearly 30 years. Wo have recently moved to our own 350 sq m returtashed offices and 
are now looking to recruit a talented wx) expenencsd:

QUALIFIED ARCHITECT
to provida detailed design drawings for schemes from 4 -SO Aels to af areas of Poole and Boumsmouh 
lot our adfve and varied diem base T3te suriably igiakfied person riHist be con^rsant wNh currer* 
legislatiori and be able to prepare design schemes for el types of proposals from seefroni Rais to 
replacemeni buildings in Cons^abon Areas: the type of work for which we have previously recetved 
several design awards.

This Is a long term permanent position witfi an anticipated starting salary in the region of taO-as.OOO 
p a, depending on abftty Our business has enormous potential artd expansion possbiktes wth the 
nghi person on board.

Please fonward CV to ref JGH. Hamplan Ltd. ^25, Abbott Road. Boumemouto. BH9 1EU or via 
e mail to joneharripian com If you want to know more about us first pfeese visil our webario at 
warw.harriptan.com

Busy Practice requires an 
Architect and a Technologist to 
join its Bedford Office. 
Applicants should be talented 
and motivated with experience 
in Housing Design and an 
interest in sustainability.

MEPK is an Equal Opportunities Employer
5A Harpur Street Bedford MK40 1PE 
Tel; 01234-351221 
bedford@mepk.co.uk

To advertise here please contact 
Gemma Knight on: 020 7505 6737

Email; gemma.knight@emap.com
[SIIIBQ
ARCHITECTS



Senior Architect & Architectural Technician - Dublin
fbskin Kynokfdes Sands ore 0flb 

subskintiol residen^lftld 
use schemes vtifh a hightMgn/* 
We ora tookng to augment 
^^the iolcAMng:

H*rcourt ArcMeds are a young design led practice worhrg in the heart of Oubhn
yite are seatang a first rale expenenced Archrtcci and AnJideciufal ledvsoBn io jon us at a sarwor
levetanaomeeirceptiorBlprafecti CunentrKDrtrndudesafsgh-endgctfcommunitynVieUS
and a large imsd use i«ban regeneraaon stfieme n central Manchetter
Vte offer excetfem saiaiy and prospect of assoaale or haure per1nershs> lor ttw nght caniMalea

IPlease send your CV a portloho svnples to 
No I Hat court Terrace Oubkn 2 or 
emai justnOharcourtarcMects com 

00363 1 0625766 
MM) WWW harcourtarcheacts com

inMnrcx  ̂equivalent
Mmi ASSiSIANTS / TECHNOLOGISTS
with at least four yeors experienoe ITei

HARCOURT Archaects

Succssaful cniKklates vi^ hove o record of de- 
Gvering detoil de»gn at a high ouoBv’.Hueny 
in^^jtocod preferred. PKShoveo coiiaifflftff 
taut infornial opproach to ordetedurol proctice 
end (He sliongl|f focused on developfog the 
PoImM of indiyidual.

u
iV9^L " V

MANCHESTER
AnliiterH - F.dniaiiim & Kail - MaruhL'Mc-r ('ii\ Oime £110 - 40L

U’llh olfkef spread ilirnuglimil ihc I'K. this establislK'd piartki- arc 
seeking Anhitrtl's tviih sperialisi es|Xfrirme oi either ediKation or 
mil proints. On olTer is an rxrellciil op|>omiiiiiv to sliowiase sour 
skills and i>e revsardnl acnuilingl). lire praiike has a long histori of 
PMmIlh iiig Mue (liip s< tiemes. many of uhirh liaso mcivt'd cxcentne 
piiMkaiioit in the (lade press

For diis ami a range ol othei ofifxiiiuniiirs (ilraw \isit our ik'w vvetisxe at 

WWWCHAMBERLAINASSOClAT£S.CaUK 
To discuss this and a wide choice of other vacancies, please call 

Aady Chambertain on 01925 423644

Architects and Technicians
SOUTH WALES

With increasing quality commisions in (he 
care and siscciahst residentiai sector^ we 

require lalenied Architects and Technicians.

Excellent salaries and benefits with an 
opponunily to progress in a friendl). 

busy and ambitious practice

KWL architects
Poplar Mouic. Mardl Drive. Newport NP108FY 

KWi.(S KWl.architects.co.uk

f'l
(

CA I iH'r.»*. lirHiii h uio.i'i i;;ti.ri
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PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION

Streetscene Enhancement Officer
2-year temporary contract 
Grade JE8: £30,810 - £36,880 inc LW
The City of London is the historic and commercial core of the capital, and is the worid's leading financial centre.

A vacancy has arisen for a Streetscene Enhancement Officer in the Street Scene Enhancement Team. The role involves identifying opportunities, negotiating and 
consuming on enhatKement proposals, including the City's Street Scene Challenge initiative and Section 106-retated schemes, as well as other major capital 

street-improvement projects.
A qualification in town planning, architecture or urban design Is required.The post involves street scene design work, interdisciplinary working, negotiating 
with developers and consulting on proposals. The postholder will also be expected to take responsibility for large budgets and projects, e>q>erience within 
these areas is essential. A passion For the subject and bags of enthusiasm are non-negotiable requirements.The initial contract will be for a period of two 

years, to be reviewed foi renewal annually.
The Coqx)ration of London is the local authority for the City of London, providing a wide variety of services to a unique mix of customers.

Our unique range of benefits includes 28 days' holiday, final salary pension scheme, subsidised staff restaurant, season ticket loan and a variety of discounts 

on Corporation services and local shops.
For an application pack please contact the Central Servrtce Unit on 020 7332 3978 or by email at csu@coipoflondon.gov.uk 

quoting reference number PLN024.

Closing date for completed application forms is 11 January 2006.

Interviews week commencing 23 January 2006.

The Corporation is committed to Equal Opportunities and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 
A rK> smoking policy is in operation.

CORPORATION 
OF LONDON



Foggo Associates

We are seeking new team members for our 
practice of Architects, Engineers and Cost 
Consultants:

• Architect with five to ten years experience.
• Senior Architectural Technician
CAD proficiency essential (MtcroGDS preferred)

DIRECTORY
ArcMects-onfne.cekuk

V
the wofkts teadhg enhheehwel fab sMe

www.ajplus.co.uk CV and samples of work to: 

Andrzej Hewanicki 
Foggo Associates 
55 Charterhouse Street 
London EC1M6PR

andr2ej.hewantcki@foggo.com
www.foggo.com

O ROSi

CmMBFRI (InAm^XIUIS
(Kwif c-n ftu. u< MiiMTM {NTW sonuA k ivbeebtrtaiaa wdei«.ce.e k

careers AZMAN ARCHITECTS is
looking for an Architectural 
Assisunt for a permanent 
position. Applicants must have 
RIBA part 2 qualification, be 
proficient in Vectorworks. and 
have good knowledge of industrial 
buildings. Salary 22k per annum.

Applications must be 
received by 13/01/06.

Please apply with CV to:
Azman Architects 
Martine Dempsey 
18 Charlotte Road 
London EC2A 3PB

in construction
require experienced

PROJECT ARCHITECTS, 
ASSISTANTS and TECHNICIANS

www.dQ&etyice.co.u k

to work with us on a variety of retail and commercial projects. 
Applicants will be AutoCAD proficient, have strong organisational skills and 

a good technical background with proven project experience.

Please apply, with CV, by email to: post@ttgarchitects.co.uk 
or write to: lain Whittington

Itg architects. 28/30 Kirby Street. London EC1N 8TE

co.uk

JUSt www.justarchftecture.com
Archftecture

yiNiow
GIVE US YOUR VIEWS ON RECRUITMENT
AND RECEIVE A FREE REPORT-WORTH £50

www.nowracruitinenf.cein

protecharchitecture.co.uk 
0845 230 7?60 Cranfield Management Scfiocri and The Daily Telegraph, in conjunction 

with Construction News, The Architects' Journal, and New Civil Engineer, 
invite HR AND RECRUITMENT PROFESSIONALS to part in an online 
survey b} help predict future trends in recruitment in Construction, simply 
by telling us what’s happening in your business.

ITie Recruitment Confidence Index (RD) is a quarterty survey run 
independently from bob) Emap Construct and The Daily Telegraph.
By teaming up with Cranfield Management School we have ttie unique 
opportunity to produce a construction specific report to help forecast future 
recruitment trends within our industry.

Simply visit www.rcisurvey.co.uk and fill in the 
10 minute questionnaire.
In exchange for your support you will receive a FREE copy 
of the report - NORMALLY PRICED AT £50.

Further information on the RCI can be obtained from www.rcisurvey.co.uk, 
or by contacting Dr Emma Parry at emma.parry@cranfield.ac.uk 
or on 01234 754 408.

Visit www.rcisurvey.co.uk 
and complete the survey today.

Architectural
Staff

www.rdrecruitmenl.co.uk

www.riba>]obs.com

For an informal chat 
about your options 
please call Jane 
Gambfin.

tsiSIVwww.tiv.co.uk

For
Advertising 
Enquiries 
Please Contact: 
Gemma Knight 
0207 505 6737 
Email:
gemma.knight 
@emap.com

Or email at -
janegamblin@barkerross.co.uk

|0 [barker |R0SS I
Professional Recruitment Solutions

0115 948 3757
www.barkerross.co.uk

Rsf: ffT42O(A0Vl



We are Expanding Again
Harrogate. North Yorkshire

Due to the success of our diversification plans we have positions for Architects ar>d Technicians to work on Exciting New Mixed 
Developments.

Already 50 strong with long lasting relationships with Clients in the Retail. Distribution and Commercial fields. We now require 
enthusiastic people to build our new teams workirrg on large Mixed, Retail, Residential and Leisure projects in addition to Office 
Developments. Supermarkets, Education and Housing Developments.

The Practice was formed by Gordon Smith ar>d Chris Smalley in 1991. We are based in the beautiful spa town of Harrogate with a 
growing office in Mayfair London.

Our enviable staff retention levels result from the strong team spirit that is fostered throughout the practice.

We offer an excellent remuneration package and friendly working environment for the right candidates. This will include 
Healthcare Cover. Pension. Life Assurance. Paid Overtime. Flexible Working and good Holiday entitlement.

Contact: Chris Smalley or Gordon Smith Smith Smalley Architects Craven Lodge Victoria Avenue Harrogate HG15PX 
tel 01423531100 email, admin@smithsmalley.co.uk website. WWW.smithsmalley.co.ukfax. 01423531449

REG ELLIS + ASSOCIATES

Small, ktendly, busy practice based in the North 
Cotavolds (12 mies from Straford-uporvAvon) 
soeaal|sir^ h the repair of hi^oric buidi^ but wr^ 
enthusiasm for modem design arxl a vede range of 
buBdtng types in progress has a vacancy for an

Arcrissos arM Oesgrws

The Stables. Back Ends 
CHppfog Campden 
Gloucestershire. GL55 6MJ

ARCHITECT / ASSOCIATE Best wishes for Christmas and 
the New Year from the AJ 
recruitment team. Our next 
issue will appear on Thursday 
12th January 2006

01386 840940Tel
Good design arxt communication skis with some 
expertise in conservation work required.
PiMse submit ' .........................
examples to: Mrs Margaret Ellis

Fax 01386 841881
Witten

e-mail. matt@regel is co.uk

TENDERS

Vale Ro^^Hig^rough Council

Building on our
leisure successes

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MtCHJ IU Ih KORf.KNKRAL DKVF.LOPMKM REQUIRED

We are looking for S self-employed architects Ipreferabiy h<xne based) to work 
regularly with us covering the UK - South-'MidlandsNorth and Scotland.

(a)
Architectural Design and Costings for a New Multi 

Purpose Leisure Building and Swimming Pool

Following a decision lo consider rationalization of 

several existing facilities the Council seeks expressions of 

interest from suitably experienced architects or project 

managers ’o establish detailed design and costs for an 

exciting new multi purpose leisure building and swimming 

pool in Wmsford. Cheshire. A preliminary brief outlining 

Mjr requirements car be obtained from:

Must be experienced in developing plots of land for houses, flats or industrial 
units. The land is provided by us.

We also require a number of architects to take on ' board ' the RE-DESIGN. 
REFURBISHMENT AND ALTERATIONS to Working Men’s Clubs. Hotels. 
Nurseries and Schools.

(b)

The successful applicants must be able to design, spec, lender for the builders' work, 
and supervise to completion.

All plications via email to; ellacann^ol.cotn or telephone Cathy Cann on 
0161 439 9030

COURSES
Vale Royal Borough Council. Leisure Services, Wyvern 

House. Winsford, Cheshire, CW7 1AH 
e: cbottomleyOvaleroyal.gov.uk t: 01606 867527 AutoCAD Courses

• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailoreci to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp arch@yahoo.com

It IS anticipated that a number of companies will subsequently 
be invited to submit greater detail and attend an interview / 

presentation in Feb 2006

TM Man at Chaahira
OVale Royal's

inmlavt to lulturr CAD Training ServiceDnvmtM fionj



^ CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED ENQUIRIES

Gemma Cook; T 020 7505 6816 F 020 7505 6750

gemma.cook@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS MODEL MAKERS

0©0 !0 ooO > o€>00 

modelmakers • O ©

For all 
enquiries 

please call 
Wesley or John 
01892 836051

tpa
020 7620 1020 www.formcreations.com

lortxMQe Kent 

tpamcKl0lmafceis.com 

Emci:
CfeatMfy@tpamocldls.freeserve.co.uk

Modelmakers

qflic
^ MODELS

Architectural Modelmakers
t 020 7377 6127 
f. 020 7377 6129 
e: worfcMiopin'flicmcxIeis.eom 
w: WWW flKmooeis.com

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

ADAO.
AP >yp— at TioJttt

Comaci
STAN AUBLRTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
38 Riley Road, London SEl 3DG 

Telephone; 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

photpjra^y
«•■>. WWW iftofwdMjan CP I*aw *14«1 rUM

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Where to go to find out more 
about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk To advertise here
please contact
Gemma Cook on;
020 7505 6816 
Email:
gemma.cook@emap.com

1*1.201 ttnth 12 OCLTM. <«20| ma «T44 Fan. (*MI TTM *aiO 
WWW. *111 ner***nt atHMs. c e. wk

Mastic Asphalt Cound

PO Box 77, Hastngs, East Sussex TN3S 4VW 
t^. 01424 614400 Fax: 01424 814446 E-mal: maspheflcoOasi oom

PIPERS
FOOKSPenny for them i • ■

(actually it could be millions}

If you are aware of a possible development site, we want to hear from you. Acorn 
Homes, as part of their new MYSPACE inilialive. is looking to instruct new architects 
on innovative sites, both residential and commercial. Essentially, if you know of 
either a sita or an area, which you feel has potential. Acorn Homes will pay you both 
a site finder's fee and guarantee you instruction for any proposed scheme.

Contact John or Melanie on 020 8341 2222 
or visit www.BCom-homes.co.uk/myspace

CONCEPT, PLANNING S MARKETING
FOR XU VOUR MOOKMAXING NEEDS. 
CONUCT STEPHEN FOOXS.

PIPERS FOOKS ITD
UP«T 7. CAFEl CLOSE. l£ACON RD.
ASHFORO. KENT TN73 4GY

01233 63 68 68
STUOIOeFIFflSFOOKS.COM
WWW.FIFflSrOOKS.COMTOUR VeiON OUR KNCW HOW

btSlQAJ



MODEL MAKERS

MODELMAKERS
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I
MC MODELMAKINGI.

I

ARCHITECTURAL MODELS

01634 818539
www.mcmodelmaking.co.uk

PIPERS COMBERMODELMAKERS 020 8533 6592
LONDON • MAIDSTONE • INVERNESS

CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING

■••''nBl/'KlffllSl'ii'i
■»gSi»

FOR AIL YOUR MODELMAKING NEEDS, 
CONTACT CARLOS SOUSA. I

PIPERS MODELS LTD 
27-35 BEVENDEN STREET, 
LONDON N1 6BH

■•Tf
020 7250 0530
STUDIO«PIPER$.CO.UK
WWW.PIPERS.CO.UK

www.combermodels.com combermodels@btconnect.com



3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

dMtgnhIv* 

vbwoieaiion 6 ommeWwt

Plion* ei4»4jI070 
Faa 01M1422 7M 
NrioOdMlgnM** co ufe 
■ran* OMigntiiva ce uk

Olympic SUdlum. HOK Spoft and FofClQn OHIca Arehltacta.

vaviV.aUMnll\i.cuni

N/l\^

cpmgraphics
■UPERKVIOUAU1Y OnWMC COMMUMCADGNS

To advertise here please 

contact
Gemma Cook on:
020 7505 6816 

Email:
gemma.cook@emap.com

3d visualisation
pm^rophics.co.ulcWvvw.c

i. f ruphics^Cpin-uLco.uk
1'  ̂5 750555



SURVEYORS

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street, 
London SET 2BB www.michaelgaiiie.co.uk

Chartered Measured Building Surveyors ©:020-7394-iiii ©:020-7394-2499
Michael Gallie & Partners

XYZ Surveys 206 Road. 
Hamrwamth. London.

W14 OHH 
Tal: 020 7610 4132 
Fax: 020 76104142 

email; intoOmetroplens.COm 
www.metroplans com

Land & Measured BuMirtg Surveys 
EstMb^hed over I2y^ars

Digitally mapping the Landscape
• Measured Building Surveys

• Utility Surveys

# Topographical Surveys

# Engineering Surveys
■ Measured Buriding Sirveys
■ Setting Out
■ TopograpTiCcU Surveys
■ GPS Sixveys

Email aurveyorsexyzsutveys.co.ulc
Fast Free Quotation Service

Head Office 
London Office T 020 7560 6200

1020 8255 4550 F 020 8255 4651

PERSPECTIVESIff360design (UK)
Measured Buridmg Surveys
Laser measured biilding surveys, commercial properties our speciality. 

North *^44(0)1464 543198 

South *44(0)1562 882 993 

er>queies@360designuk.com

Land and Architectural Surveyor? 
muKCHorcfFOMAU rouxsimTYNeeos
SpcrUtitif^ in

Topoyxphkxi Sn/Teyi For Uijc aod tmxll 
lurvrvs the Ulor Kigh atxuraty 

robocit iiuininKnuiion and Ci.P.S. 
Anliiteciun] Surveys - Hot plans and 
elevations using SurBuild buikdic^ survey 
software on pen map hand held computers 

Utility Sanryi - For drains and locatioa of 
al) underground uiUiiy services. 

Photogramineuy - For accurate 3U models of 
budding facades, pipe works ai>d areas of 
difficult access

Ktngsland Surveyon limited
Bridge CbanbcTS
Bridp Street
Icatkcrfccad
Sorrey KT22 8BN
Tel. 01372 362059
Fax. 01372 363059
e-mail - mail^ldiigaUjtdsurvr)eirs.co.uk 
webaiie - www.kjn2slaiidsur\*e>Tirs.co.uk

*44 (0) 7770 987 257 

*44(0)7798 667190 

WWW.360desigr>ul(. com
DAVID HOARE360 ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR

4.

measured land and building surveys
fUi

|iiiiiiiii|iimiiii|iiMiiiii|iiniiiii|iniiini|

HAND DRAWN

-PERSPECTIVES
TEL/FAX 020 88S2 7S06

the true measure of excellence

GERALD GREENe info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.cailidussurveys.co.uk

t 020 8543 8884
PERSTECnVES

f 020 8543 6664

{apr services 1444 (0J20 M47 Q25

mail@aprservices.net^
www.aprservices.nef

••Is
Tand & measured building surveys 
laser scanning & visualisation

A.
POINTOOLS VIEW ilWal

pointdoud & model viewer wrww.pointools.cori)

USER CUTTING SERVICES
SHELTERS, CANOPIES & WALKWAYS

I NATIONWIDE ■ large flatbed 
laser cutters

■ cutaengraue

Bus Stops & Shelters 

Canopies & Walkways 

Display & Signage

Robeil Danton-ftee$

020 7729 8660www.trueform.co.uk 
T: 020 8561 4959 
F: 020 8848 1397
sales@trueform.co.uk

infodcapitalmodels co.uk 
www.capitalrnodelsco.uk

seruice•llii
studio 8, the hangar, perseverance works, 38 kingsland road, london E2Indusiry Isodkig solutions





^ PRODUCTS
Respond to these panels at www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Readers may also obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. 
Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Gemma Cook on 020 7505 6616

AJ ENQUIRY 201
Velfac now provides a service 
for domestic or small commercial 

projects. Each window is 

made to order to customer 
specifications for design, 

colour and size, allowing you 
the freedom of your imagination. 
The display can be seen in the 

Kettering showroom. Call 01223 
897100 or visit www.velfac.co.uk

VELFAC SEUFERT-NIKLAUS AJ ENQUIRY 202
As one of the leading European 

manufacturers of intelligent 
facade systems, German 

company Seufert-Niklaus 
delivers environmentally 
friendly timber and glass 

constructions and specialised 
window solutions at excellent 

value. For more information, 
visit www.seufert-niklaus.com

CORUS KALZIP AJ ENQUIRY 203
The new public conveniences, 

amphitheatre and piazza on the 
sea-front at Aberfan, Port Talbot, 

have benefited from a sweeping 

Kalzip Nature Roof that blends 
perfectly with the surrounding 

environment and provides an 
exceptionally durable, low- 

maintenance, sustainable 
and attractive solution.

sws AJ ENQUIRY 204
Scandinavian Window Systems' 
‘Oslo' range of windows was 

chosen by Gollifer Langston 

Architects for Highbury Fields 
Girls School in north London. 

The slim sightline of the frames 
gives the facade a light, airy 

appearance, which makes it 

ideal to inspire learning at 
any level.

MULTILOAD TECHNOLOGY AJ ENQUIRY 205
A new brochure has been 
published by Multiload 

Technology to illustrate 
the benefits its Intelligent 

Transformers bringto low- 
voltage lighting. ‘Low Voltage - 

Have You Been Switched Off?’ 

shows how the shortcomings 
of low-voltage lamps can be 
overcome by the transformers.

KEIM MINERAL PAINTS AJ ENQUIRY 206
The historic Playhouse Theatre 
on London’s Embankment has 

been redecorated using Keim 
Mineral Paints to retain its 
period character. The Keim 

Granital system was specified 
for its proven long-life 

performance. For more 
information visit Keim's website 

at www.keimpaints.co.uk

VICAIMA CLAXTON BLINDSAJ ENQUIRY 207
Vicaima doors has opened a 
brand-new customer training 

centre at its UK headquarters. 

Concentrating on the new 
Portaro door and frame kit, the 

centre includes demonstration 

areas where customers can be 
quickly taught how to assemble 
Portaro. The training centre will 

be based in Swindon.

AJ ENQUIRY 208
Claxton Blinds is one of the 

leading commercial window- 
blind companies in the UK, 

specialising in providing interior 

window treatments for any 

requirement. Notable projects 
include Tower 42, the Canary 
Wharf Tower and the Citigroup 

Tower. Phone01727840001 or 
visit www.claxton-blinds.com



Monodraught

unpipe

The super silver SunPipe is the remarkable system for delivering energy free, natural daylight into 

virtually any internal space, from dawn until dusk. There is virtually no limit to the length of SunPipe 

used and SunPipes are available in ten different sizes. They provide excellent colour rendition and 

natural daylight brings out the best colour performance of the building design.

Natural daylight is not only energy free but provides a healthier environment.

So, reduce your energy costs and provide a healthier building.

Energy costs will probably rise year on year but SunPipes are there for the life of the building.

1^ Tel: 01494 897700 Fax: 01494 532465 monodraught.com

Monodraught Ltd., Halifax House, Cressex Business Park, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3SE
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