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Bij Ruth Slavid

Container architecture is not ‘the future of 
architecture,' Kenneth Powell concludes at the 
end of his review ofABKs Riverside Building 
at Trinity Buoy Wharf in east London {see pages 
27-37). Certainly it isn’t. The ideo of seeing the 
country covered in piles of adapted containers is 
as unattractive os it is unfeasible. But both Peter 
Ahrends of ABK and Eric Reynolds ofUrban 
Space Management, the driving force behind 
the project, are confident that it is an attractive 
solution that could be used more widely.

One of the appeals is economic.Containers 
are frequently dumped because ‘for a lot of 
people they are disposable packaging,’ says 
Reynolds. Since the UK is a net importer ot 
goods, there is often nothing to put in the 
containers for the return journey. Although the 
price of second-hand containers has risen steeply 
over the course of the developments at Trinity 
Buoy Wharf, Reynolds does not believe that this 
is a steady trend. Instead, he says, containers are

a commodity w'hose price fluctuates with supply 
and the scrap price of steel. The importance of 
cheapness in our overheated housing market is 
that it allows responsible developen to provide 
higher space standards for those at the lower 
end of the market than new-build housing.
Both Reynolds and Ahrends see potential for 
containers to be used on small infill sites on lost 
backlands, in addition to relatively large schemes 
such as Trinity Buoy Wharf.

In visual terms, there is the appeal both 
of the found object and of the discipline of 
repeating units. As Reynolds says, the towers 
of Canary Wharf, opposite Trinity Buoy Wharf, 
are essentially a series of stacked boxes. If these 
seem too restrictive, think of the alternatives. Alex 
Wright’s entertaining review ofjonathan Bell’s 
book 2tsi Centimj House (see page 4S) points out 
that too much of what is being designed today 
is gruesome. Widespread adoption of container 
architecture certainly seems preferable.

CONTRIBUTORS

lit i.
David Graudorge, udiose 
photographs are featured ht the 
Building Siiidij e» jki«jcs 27-37, 
is a photographer and Icdurcr at 
London Meirofnilitan Cnii'ersitij

Hattie Hannun, who writes about 
the nfurhishment of Ketv I\ilace on 
pages 39-43, is a former praahing 
architect and freelance journalist, 
and iheAJ's technical editor

Ale.x IVrighi, who reviews Jonathan 
Bell’s book 21st Centurit House 
on page 45, is an architect and lead 
e.xaminer for the ARB who teaches 
at the Uuiversitg of Bath
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As effective at controlling a building's internal temperature as they are at adding 
unmistakable style to its exterior, Scbiico SunControt shading systems now have 
fittings that cut the cost of new-build installations and retrofits.
Available in glass or aluminium with either fixed or movable louvres, SunControl 
can be specifed with a motorised control option to enable it to become an active 

component of an integrated whole-building management system.
Schiico - innovative thinking for the whole building envelope.

Schuco International
Whitehall Ave • Kingston • Milton Keynes MK10 OAL 
Telephone 01908 282111 Fax 01908 282131 
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AN ARCHITECT’S ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Wednesday 7th June 2006 / Millennium Gloucester Hotel, London SW7

community engagement 
and public consultation
Innovative approaches to public participation in the design process

Key topics to be addressed:
• An explanation of the Statement of 

Community Involvement and its Impact 
on the planning process

• How to set up and get the most from 
public consultations

• How to avoid negative feedback and 
cultivate a positive response

• An in-depth look at consultatton projects 
across a number of differ^t sectors

• How to get 'buy in' from the community 
for your sustainable scheme

Community Engagement 
and Public Consultation is a
or>e-day conference exploring best 
practice in setting up and executing public 
consultations. Hear from specialists actively 
involved in public consultation work, and 
understand how to approach this vital 
aspect of bidding for work and winning 
planning approval.

Get to grips with the statement 
of community involvement
TTie Government is pushing for architects 
and planners to be more open and 
responsive to local people when planning 
the built environment. To this end. 
a statement of community involvement 
must now be submitted as part of the 
planning application, demonstrating how the 
stakeholders have been consulted. Attend 

new conference to find

Sponsorship and Exhibition 
Opportunities
For ftjll details please contact:
Malcolm Perryman on 
Tel: 020 7505 6698
Email: malcolm.perrymanOemap.com

People are not there to be 
planned for; they are to be essential

, , -r, X out how this affects you.
worked with...There must 
be one golden rule...we 
all need to be involved 
together - planning and 
architecture are much too 
important to be left to the 
professionals

Featured speakers include;

Dob West, Manager - Kings Cross Team, Camden Borough Council
Nick Johnson, Director of Development, Urban Splash
David Chisholm, Managing Director, John Thompson & Partners
Matthew Goulcher, Managing Director, Levitt Bernstein
Chris Horn, Elephant & Castle Development Director, Southwark Council

To Register:
Tel: 0845 056 8069
Email: constructconferences@emap.com

www.ajcommunity.co.uk/2006

HRH The Prince of Wales'*

CPD
CERTIFIEDCONFERENCES ConssucTioo CPO 

CerrifiUlfcin
*AViskK« of Britain, 1389



BREAKING NEWS DAILY/WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK

All the news you need from the world 
of architecture breaks daily on www. 
ajplus.co.uk. To get your news first 
activate your online subscription
at www.ajplus.co.uk/activate
For login details call 020 7505 8623

THURSDAY 18 MAY
• Memorial to ‘Greek* Thomson 

(right) vandalised just
days before it is unveiled

• Conservationists vow to 
continue battle to stop 
KPF Smithfield scheme

• Tsunami Memorial 
competition; Spaniards 
see off hundreds to win

• Ghost of Prescott looms 
large over Yvette Cooper 
announcement

FRIDAY 19 MAY
• Takeover-hungry Capita Percy Thomas 

seals Ruddle Wilkinson acquisition
• Auditors reveal SOM's £1 million 

Paddington Health Campus bonanza
• Frank Gehry plans to grow - not shrink - 

Hove towers after CASE and EH mauling
• Birmingham city centre evacuated as glass 

falls from Glenn Howells’ Rotunda

MONDAY 22 MAY
• The Mayor of London admits his carbon 
targets are impossible (see page 14)

• Secret talks under way to set up the educational 
version of British Council for Offices

• Plans to transform London's Grade tl-listed 
mock-Tudor Liberty landmark rejected

• ARB underfire again as simmering CPD row reignitesTUESDAY 23 MAY
• Fury as RIAS turns back on Evolution
« Piercy Connor lands pan-European Manubuild competition
• Ryder HKS wins backing for new Newcastle PFI library (above)
• Holyrood window cracks ‘not due to subsidence*

WEDNESDAY 24 MAY
• Livingstone's carbon-neutral 

Olympics underfire
• Chipperfield completes yachting 
building in Valencia (right)

• EH leaves doomed Fortress House 
for listed Waterhouse building

• Riches Hawley Mikhail lodges 
competition winner

AJ 25.05.06 9



CONFERENCES

27th June 2006
Cavendish Conference Centre 

London, W1

MMC for Architects
Designing outside the box: understanding your role in challenging 
the principles of design freedom vs. modularisation

Make sure you have the all the latest 
information on:

Featured speakers include:

■ James Pickard, Cartwright Pickard
■ Supply chain integration

■ Richard Ogden, buildoffsite

■ Andrew Heywood
Council of Mortgage Lenders

■ Legislation

■ Sustainable fabrication

■ Martin Wood, Bryden Wood ■ Design freedom vs. modularisation

■ Kevin Scobell, BRE
For sponsorship opportunities, please 
contact Toby Redington on 020 7505 6634 
or email: toby.redington@emap.com

■ Professor Colin Davies
London Metropolitan University

To register - Tel: 0845 056 8069 
Email; constructconferences@emap.com

Online: www.ajmmc.co.uk

Endorsed by: CPD
CERTIFIED
Consouctlon CPO Cirtfiutiorv
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Foster promised £100,000 for students

FOSTER DONATION FAILS TO SHOW
By Richard Waite

Norman Foster has yet to hand 
over a ;{]100,CM)() donation to 
help out students, nearly IK 
months after it was publicly 
promised to the RIBA.

The cash pledge, made by 
Foster in December 2004 at the 
President’s Medals presentation 
ceremony, was universally 
welcomed at the tin\e.

However, a year and a half 
on, there are growing concerns 
about what has happened to 
the money.

As get there is no sign 
of the release of the promised 
cash, nor of any ‘suitable 
project’ which Foster and 
Partners, together with the 
Norman Foster Foundation, 
would be prepared to back.

The lack of progress has 
dismayed Alex MacLaren, 
who was head of student 
body Archaos when Foster 
committed the cash.

She said:‘[WcJ greeted 
the news with great enthusiasm 
ot the time. We would be very 
keen to find out how the 
money will be used and we 
hove several proposals for Foster 
as to how it might be put to 
best use if he's stuck for ideas.’

MucLaren suggested 
a contribution to u student 
hardship fund — similar to the 
donation made lost year by 
the Gortleld Weston Foundation 
CO the tune of^lO.IMXl.

The money could also be 
used to help nurture regional 
and national links, improve 
student odvisory provision and 
support better relations between 
architectural schools and 
practices, she said.

MacLareii added;‘Any 
ot these areas would benefit 
greatly from this generous cash 
injection. As a national, free, 
voluntarily run society that

survives on u basic annual 
budget of less than 
[Archaos] knows that a little 
can go a long way!’

But despite months of 
apparent inactivity, both the 
RIBA and Foster deny there 
is any hold-up in the donation.

A spokeswoman for the 
RIBA said they ore working 
together to ‘agree a suitable 
project for the funds'.

She said;‘It is certainly not 
unusual for a project funded by 
such a significant donation to 
require such extensive planning.

‘The RIBA refutes any 
suggestion that the Norman 
Foster Foundation or Foster 
and Partners have reneged on 
or ure delaying this donation.

‘We look forward to 
launclhng an imaginative 
programme together for 
the benefit of students of 
architecture.’

AJ Z5.05.06 11



NEWS IN PICTURES

1. Concept sketch
2. Cross sections
3 8r 4. Windows will be 
‘punched’ through the 
solid-concrete exterior 
of the building

1.

2.
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KEITH WILLIAMS RAISES THE TONE IN CLONES
These are the first images of Keith WiLliams Architects' new library building in 
Clones in County Monaghan, Ireland. The €4.5 million (£3 million) project, which 
has won funding from the Irish Department of Environment. Heritage and Local 
Government, will become a key part of the redevelopment of the town's historic 
centre. Due to start on site later this year, the 1,450m’ scheme will house an 
adult and a children's library, exhibition space, local history archives, and the 
headquarters of the county's library services. According to the Unicorn Theatre 
designer, the main library will boast 'a single, double-height volume both top 
lit and side lit'. Windows will be 'punched'through the solid-concrete panelled 
exterior, opening up vistas to the town's major monuments. The Clones 
development is the practice's third major cultural project in Ireland and was 
handed to Williams back In 2004 after a competitive Interview. Williams will 
be discussing these schemes and his high-profile Unicorn building at a lecture 
at the RIBA on 6 June.
Bij Ri(h<n<i HUiie
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AGENDA

An as-yet-unsp8cified proportion of renewable technologies will be used to power 
Zaha Hadid's Aquatics Centre

FALSE START FOR GREEN OLYMPICS
By Clive IValker

Livingstone said: ‘As die project 
progresses, the architect will be 
expected to work within the 
framework of Olympic Delivery 
Authority sustainability policy, 
which seeks to secure carbon 
efficiency and the provision 
of a new combined heat and 
power and renewable-energy 
infrastructure for the park.’

This has not satisfied the 
Green Party, which insists 
energy-efficient design should 
be integrated from the outset, 
not bolted on at the last minute.

Johnson said: ‘We might 
not get the promised on-site 
renewables needed for the

‘It’s very worrying that 
even the modest proposal of u 
j[,6 million revolving fund for 
renewables has been dropped 
due to funding pressures from 
the Olympics,’ said Dorren 
Johnson, Green Puny London 
Assembly member. ‘There is also 
a real risk of less funding and 
fewer staff being available to 
support other green initiatives.’

The funding debacle is 
exacerbated by fears the Games 
will not be the carbon-neutral 
exemplar Livingstone is hoping 
for. For example, a year after 
beiny awarded tlie Games, 
there is still no indication which 
renewable technologies will be 
used to power Zaha Hadid’s 
Aquatics Centre.

Johnson this week called 
on Livingstone to clarify what 
proportion of the Aquatic 
Centre’s heating will be 
supplied by on-site renewables.

At face value, the 
disappearance of ^6 million 
into the 2012 money pit isn’t 
going to make or break the 
capital’s emissions targets. It’s 
too late anyway. Last week 
London Mayor Ken Livingstone 
confessed the capital will miss 
its 2010 goal for CO^ gases.

This comes a few months 
after Livingstone was forced 
to admit London will not come 
close to hitting key targets for 
zero-carbon developments in 
the capital (AJ 17.11.05).

Hut the loss of the LCCA’s 
fund suggests the Olympic 
vision - far from being the 
world's first carbon-neutral 
Games - may be increasing 
London’s CO^ count by default. 
There is concern that the 
revolving fund is only the thin 
edge of the wedge and that 
the Olympics will continue 
squeezing green resources.

London’s 2012 Olympics ore 
being heralded as potentially 
the greenest show on earth.
But the revelation that funds 
intended to combot the capital’s 
carbon dioxide emissions have 
been siphoned off to finance the 
Games has left the Olympics’ 
environmental credo withering 
at the edges.

Plans for a /Q6 million 
‘revolving fund’ for investment 
in renewables and energy 
efficiency were aborted earlier 
this year by the London 
Climate Change Agency 
(LCCA) - part financed by the 
London Development Agency 
(LDA) “ due to ‘funding 
pressure from the Olympics’.

‘Since we won the 
Olympics the LDA has had 
a bit of o cash shortfall for 
the first couple of years.* LCCA 
chief development officer Allan 
Jones told the London Assembly.

greenest Olympics ever.’
As Olympics fever heats 

the issue of sustainableup, so
development may slip from the 
top of the LDA’s agenda. For 
the time being initiatives such
as zero-carbon development 
remain intact, but for how long?

AJ 25.05.0614
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Inspirational!
Mix and Match systems 
to provide the ultimate 
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have to. If you need extra help with comjirfex 
projects, our technicaJ team is on hand to help.

And, for extra peace of mind, your building 
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AGENDA

REVOLUTIONARY PRACTICE
Bij r.d DorreU

For example, the former 
AA student - who, alongside 
Furshid Moussavi of Foreign 
Office Ardiitects was tought 
by Zaha Hudid in his final 
year - is as interested in the 
way computers can aid the 
organisation of a project as 
in the way that they push 
design possibilities.

This is very characteristic 
of the man. Many of his 
comments are not exactly what 
you’d expect from someone 
considered one of Europe’s most 
promising young (ish) designers. 
Take tliis, for example: ‘1 only 
really like Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
later stuff when he became 
a bit kitsch.’ There’s not a lot 
you can say to that, is there?

But the point is that van 
Berke! does want to be seen as 
somewhat different to the rest 
of the architectural set, an 
emphasis that brings us back

Ben ivin Beria'I is a feutidin^ 
partner of the AtnslerJatn-hased 
UN Studio, the practice behind the 
m’lM Mercedes Benz Miiseuiu, which 
opens next urt’k in StutUjart. 
Formerly with CalatraiM, his ojfice 
u-tts first called Um Berkel & Bos.

There are many more- 
conservative architects who 
would think it crazier still for 
van lierkel to have taken 
this as u cue to completely 
tmnsform the business, change 
the name and revolutionise its 
structure. Hut there can be little 
doubt that it worked. The 49 
year old now claims that he 
can spend anything up to 70 
per cent of his time in the office 
at the drawing board.

This is no mean 
achievement given that, along 
with Caroline Bos, he is at the 
helm of a 6.S-strong practice, 
which is producing some of 
its biggest and boldest work 
to date, such as the Mercedes 
Benz Museum in Stuttgart.

In many ways, however, 
it sums up much of van Berkel’s 
attitude to architecture that 
the structure of his business is 
extremely important to him.

Ben van Berkel is really quite 
Dutch. The way he describes 
his practice prior to its relaunch 
in 1999 as ‘crazy’ is nothing 
short of wondcriul. There really 
aren’t enough Dutch-accented 
people describing things us 
‘crazy’ these days, are there?

But let’s stop the 
stereotyping. The point is that 
van Berkel’s working life at the 
firm before its metamorphosis 
into UN Studio was indeed 
crazy, because he ‘could only 
do design work at night and 
at the weekend'. The rest of 
the time he was managing 
the burgeoning office.

AJ 25.05.0616



I1. The Mercedes Benz Museum, Stuttgart
2. van Berkel's hands-on approach g
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to the way he structures 
UN Studio, which until 
the 1999 tipping-point had 
been van Berkel & Bos 
Architectuurbureau.

He is clearly proud of 
the way the firm changed. He 
says:‘We have a collaborative 
approach to the way we work. 
We were keen to get away 
from this idea that there would 
be project architects working 
awoy on their own schemes. We 
w'anted to get specialists into 
every position. It means that if 
you are good at biometrics then 
that is what you do,' he suys.

So proud in fact that the 
practice wrote a book about the 
changes.‘We didn’t expect it to 
sell anything - it was more of a 
manifesto for the new practice 
- but weVe now sold 30,(W)0 
copies,’ he says.

It is. to be honest, 
challenging drowiny him on

the subject of either influence 
or style, ti fact that is more than 
a little surprising given that 
this is the man who was once 
reported as describing Mies Van 
Der Rohe as ‘unimaginative'.

‘We hove a tendency to say 
as a practice that we don’t have 
a philosophy,' he tells me with 
pride.‘We certainly don't worry 
whether a scheme ends up as 
curv’cd or us a box.'

But what the enigmatic 
Dutchman does say is that he 
is less interested in architectural 
outcomes than he is in the 
process of getting to them.

He says:‘Organisation is 
to me the most interesting thing. 
This is what is so interesting 
about using computers. They 
can aid this organisotiun. It 
means that the engineer and 
the architect cun be designing 
a project at the some time. It 
becomes Huid.

‘The notion of what is u 
dynamic form can come out 
of this.

down at Battersea Power 
Station with Amp. And actually 
I like the planners in London. 
They make it more challenging 
to build and that often leads 
to a better outcome.’

There are undoubtedly 
more than a few veterans of 
the British scene in general 
and that site in particular who 
would think this attitude more 
than a little‘crazy’.

‘I believe that the future 
of design as a result can be 
described as “somewhere 
between art and airport’’.’ 
Whatever that means. He 
continues: The processes that 
we are working on can Hbemie 
designs from stylistic reference.’ 

This deep-seated interest in 
engineering and process is one 
of the few topics that repeatedly 
crops up in the conversation - 
it is clearly a key part of the 
wxiy von Berkel sees himself 

He sums this up as 
‘belonging to the Anglo-Soxon 
mix between engineering and 
architecture.'

One last question. Why 
have you not built augthing 
m Britain? Is it because of the 
plaiming system? He responds:
‘I um building some offices

Beil I’itn Berkel is <}h'iu<j iJ 
leeture entitled Dfsiqii Models at 
the RIBA on Ttiesdaij 30 May at 
S-AOpiii. 77i<iH(e5 & has

Just published a inonoijraph on 
UN Studio (/;36).

AJ 25.05.06 17
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1.

AEDAS COMBINES OLD AND NEW IN CENTRAL BOLTON
Aedas has won planning permission for this five-storey mixed-use 
scheme in central Bolton.The 8,S00m’ building, which gained full 
planning approval last week, will provide two floors of primary retail 
space with basement storage and modern office space above. While 
most existing on-site architecture faces the wrecking ball, Aedas plans 
to retain a 1932 four-storey building, known as Knowsley House, which 
is distinguished by its Portland stone facade.The entrance foyer is to 
be refurbished and an attic storey added at roof level to knit together old 
and new parts of the scheme. Retail elevations will feature a projecting 
glass bay at first-floor level, emphasising the main entrance. Upper 
floors will be silicone-jointed curtain walling. Commissioned by Gordon 
Moon Properties, the project is budgeted to cost £10 million and is 
scheduled for completion within 18 months.
Bif Clii’e U'a/ker

1. The five-storey scheme will 
combine retail and office space
2. Concept sketch showing a 1932 
building retained to the left
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Type A
For Concrete Tiles & SlatesHeight Restriction?

Ondutile Type B
Plain Double Lao TilesTile & Slate Underlay System

Allows a complementary tile or slate roof to be fixed 
below the manufacturers minimum roof pitch, 

providing increased living space.

Lower your roof pitch, not your expectations
Onduline.

netWWW
Suggested minimum pitch

Interlocking concretd Uies:
Pantile, rralural and fibre cement stales: 17.9 
Plain double lap ttfes:

Ondullne Building Products Limited 
182*184, Campden HHI Road, London, W8 7AS 
Telephone: 020 7727 0533 Fax: 020 7792 1390 
E-mail: enquides@onduline.net

129

229
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Lever handle 124
with sprung roller race ball bearing. Higrade

Higrade Hardware Ltd., Foundation House. Fairacres Industrial Estate. Dedworth Road, Windsor. Berkshire, SL4 4LE 
Tel: +44 (0) 1753 866500 Fax: +44 (0) 1753 866550 E-mail: maiiahigrade.co.uk Web: wvrw.higrade.co.uk

Also at: 902 Standee House. 734-738 Kings Road, North Point, Hong Kong 
Tel: (+852) 2911 0086 Fax: (+852) 2561 6950 E-mail: mailOhigrade.com hk Web: www.higrade.com hk

VIELER
International
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ASTRAGAL

'The metaphorical 
control panel of 
2012 is not yet 
sounding the 
dreaded klaxon 
blare of Dome! 
Dome! Dome! — 
but a red warning 
light is flashing'
Rowan Moore is worried 
about the Olympics. 
Ei’ettitiff Standard, 16.05.06

8

8

'The state of 
the roads offers 
a telling insight 
into the values, 
achievements and 
aspirations of any 
civilisation — as 
anyone who has 
been to Lambeth 
or Burundi 
knows’
Stephen Uaiileu. loS, 
21.05.06

IN THE GHETTO
An extraordinary statistic 
has come our way, courtesy 
of David Mortey Architects. 
Appurt iuly. the practice says, 
there is a registered architect 
for every lOnr in ‘London’s 
trendy’ Clerkenwell. Few will be 
particularly surprised that there 
are loads of designers hanging 
out in the former watchmakers’ 
quarter - you only have to 
watch the comings and goings 
at Zaha's favourite caie Moro. 
But the fact that you’re likely 
to be nearer to an architect 
than you are to a rat if you 
visit this architectural ghetto 
will surely reinforce some 
stereotyping of the trendier 
end of this entertaining 
business...

SHOWANDTELL 
The Barbican Art Gallery has 
a few belting exhibitions up its 
sleeve. You didn’t know? Well 
open your diary, sharpen your 
pencil and let the ever-nosey 
Astragal tell you all about 
them. The first one to scribble 
on the calendar is a new Alvar 
Aalto show. The exhibition itself, 
which will fill the gallery in 
the heart of the 1960s central 
London icon from February 
22 next year, will be designed 
by the ‘Origami Emperor’, 
Japanese architect Shigeru Ban. 
Another show to keep an eye 
out for is the RlBA’s high- 
profile Le Corbusier exhibition. 
Apparently, top secret 
discussions are currently under 
way with the Barbican to bring 
the Vitra-produced show to 
London after it finishes in 
Liverpool in 2008. Remember, 
only use o pencil.

architects currendy at work 
in The Netherlands on u site 
adjacent to Amsterdam station 
called Oosterdokseiland. 
According to one of Astragal’s 
many spies in the low countries, 
a trio made up of MacCreanor 
Lavington. Future Systems and 
Bennetts Associates is busy 
grafting away on site on 
schemes that form part of an 
Erick Van Egeraat masterplan. 
While the fact that 
MacCreanor Lavington is 
involved makes a lot of sense — 
the practice has a great rep 
with the Dutch - one cannot 
help but wonder what the 
thinking was behind the other 
two appointments. All three, 
of course, are admirable 
architects, but they do seem 
to have nothing whatsoever 
in common. Or are we missing 
something here? Answers on 
a postcard please.

'Look at London 
or Paris — they ’re 
both filthy. You 
don’t get that in 
Tokyo’
Tadao Ando. Daily 
Teleyraph, 20.05.06

THAT’S’DAM SURPRISING
News has reached Astragol of 
an unlikely group of British
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BAILEY INNOVATION

COMBINING TRADmONAL 
AND MODERN EAVES DETAILS

Bailey V-Joint was inspired by traditional planked 
soffits. Yet It offers all the benefits that aluminium 
brings to the construction industry. Combined with 
modern aerofoil eaves fascias Bailey V-Joint soffits 
create distinctiveness and bring individuality to a 
wide range of buildings. And V-Joint soffits can be 
safely curved In elevation.

Adding installation speed to good looks, Bailey's 
V-Joint soffits can be used with Bailey Laser-Line 

carcassing which can be fitted 
from both mobile and 

standing access.I

* +
+ +

+ +

vlv— /

h \

For more Information call
BAILEY01403 261 844
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LETTERS

LOCAL AUTHORITIES MUST EASE PRESSURE ON CASE
Your article ‘CABE’s Capabilities Overstretched' (AJ 18.05.06), 
highlights the value local authorities attach to advice from 
CABE’s design review programme. Around 19,0fX) major plonning 
applications are decided every year and CADE considers 350 in 
its role as a non-statutory consultee. We would have to expand 
our capacity by more than 50-fold to meet that kind of demand, 
which is clearly unrealistic.

We recognise that London is under huge development 
pressure - but so too are housing-market renewal and housing 
growth areas, and the core cities. CABE’s remit covers the whole 
of England, and in deciding on whether to review' a case, we are 
alert to other significant projects across the country - and there 
are many schemes outside London that we are not able to review.

Part of the answer clearly is to establish regional design 
review panels, such as the South East Regional Design Panel, and 
CABE will shortly be issuing guidance on setting these up.

But the underlying issue here is the increasing requirement 
for local authorities to give appropriate and, importantly, 
consistent consideration to design issues. This is a result of the 
new and very welcome significance accorded to good design in 
planning policy, particularly PPSI. In order to respond to this, local 
authorities not only need to consider design issues when dealing 
with planning applications but are also increasingly required to 
be pnxictive, for e.xample in establishing a toll-buildings policy.

This is good news, but it poses a widespread resource issue. 
Many local authorities do not currently have adequate access to 
design expertise, and tliis is the challenge that we need to address 
through skills development, capacity building and better resourcing 
at a local level.
Selina Mason, lUrector of arohitecture and design review, CABE

olF-the-culf comment and I thought I should reassure you thot I 
fully intend to stay involved with the Biennale in 2008.1 just think 
that someone else should be director. Four years is quite enough for 
one person; on event like this continually needs new ideas - after 
all, the director of the Venice Biennale changes with every show.

If we are to ensure the Biennale continues to exist we 
need to create firm foundations for its future; the disappointing 
level of funding from the Arts Council and Creative London means 
that we need to evaluate long-term plans and that mg energies - 
with the support of the conunittee - might be better used in 
helping to set up the platform from which future Biennales 

can grow.
Peter Murray, by email

ARB AND RIBA MAINTAIN PROFESSIONALISM
Responses to the RIBA’s core curriculum on continuing 
professional development (CPD) reflect the importance 
of this issue to the ftiture of the profession.

The ARB worked very closely with the RIBA in 
developing the core curriculum for two reasons: fint, to assure 
the RIBA that anyone meeting its requirements would be likely 
to satisfy the ARB that they had maintoined their competence, 
and second, to enable the ARB to assure the public about the 
competence of those on the register without placing any 
additional requirements on the vast majority of architects.

The RIDA has assured the ARB that its CPD scheme 
will also be available to the 30 per cent of registrants who are 
not RIBA memben, and the ARB warmly welcomes this. The 
progress made on CPD reflects the real working relationship 
between our two organisations, particularly in the areos of 
education, qualifications and prescription.

Because of initiatives such as the RIBA’s, the ARB is 
about to consider proposals for a similar scheme, based on RIBA 
requirements, which will provide assurance to those using architects 
that the profession keeps up to date and maintains competence to 
practise. If agreed by the ARB. consultation with the profession and 
professional bodies will take place during the summer. We hope 
your readers will give us their views.
Alan Crane, chairman, ARB Prescription Committee

HOSPITALS ARE NOTTHE PRIMARY ISSUE FOR ICT
Your article on ICT in healthcare (Aj 18.05.06) w’os in fact 
wholly devoted to hospital IT, even though the government’s 
healthcare ICT progranune is as much, if not more, about primary 
care, where healthcare will be increasingly delivered, than hospitals. 
But the article’s generalisations could be applied to anything.

In another triumph of missing the point, John Gummer 
and your editorial have failed to grasp that control in residential 
development is not just about ‘aesthetic’ matters, such as mock 
stone cladding or inappropriate windows, which are already 
uncontrolled, but about ensuring that neighbours’ rights to 
light and amenity are protected. The General Development 
Order already gives householders more rope to play with than 
is probably needed.
Alan Keiwedij, London SU'12

HAPPINESS IS ALL IN THE DETAILS
With reference to Alain de Button’s piece ‘The Power of 
Architecture’ (AJ 27.04.06), I have not yet read de Botton’s latest 
book, The Architecture of Happiness, and doubt if 1 shall, due to its 
curious title. Does he not reolise this will only encourage the idiocy 
of the average builder, for instance, to add sunbursts to the 
elevations, thus pleasing the ghastUness of future inhabitonts?
Will thot find us anywhere useful?

Several years ago I heard an excellent lecture by a 
creative architect on Louis Kahn’s Kimbell Art Museum. His slides 
were only marred by the disgustingly obese frames of male and

MURRAY IS DOWN BUT NOT OUT ATTHE BIENNALE
Your claim that I would ‘step down from the fop job at the London 
Architecture Biennale’ (ajplus 11.05.06) rather dramatises an
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i It's reassuring to knew that in a changing worto, friere’s 

some things we can tBiy on. wamngtonfire consulting 

the symbol erf qu^ in fire engineering has earned 

rts reputation by deivering prestigious projects, 

across the globe.

See tor yourself why more architects and bulcSng professionals 

are choosng warringtorTfire consulting, actored worldwKle 

and the symbol erf qudity and reliabiity.

warrinetonfire
^ O ulol),il safety

t: +44 (0) 1925 655116 -f: +44 (0) 1925 646660 
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LETTERS

A BETTER WAY TO KEEP THE BIRDS AT BAY
Re. the article Keepiiu} the Binis at Bay (AJ Specification, April 
2006).The Pigeon Control Advisory Service (PiCAS) provides 
professional consultancy services and advises on aspects of bird 
control worldwide. It is recommended by the RSPCA. the RSPU 
and many other agencies worldwide, and is the only organisation 
of its type providing independent non-comnierciallij biased advice 
on all aspects of bird control.

In many cases huge sums of money con be saved, 
and indeed the architectural integrity of a building or site be 
nuiimaiiH'd.by working with the architect at the design/planning 
stage to ensure the site will offer few if any bird occupancy 
opportunities. Many of the deterrents uvuiluble ure costly to install, 
for from aesthetically pleasiny and have a very short lifespan, in 
stime cases only a matter of months. PiCAS will work with the 
architect to reduce the need for retnsspective controls of any type.

PiCAS also specialises in providing control mechanisms 
for listed buildings and ancient munuinents, working closely with 
Enylish Heritage and local authority listed buildinys/planniny 
officers. Too many pest-contml companies compromise Listed 
Buildings regulations due to luck of knowledge of this complex 
and sensitive area of operation. The products recommended by 
the author of your piece on bird control {i.e. spring-wire sgstents) 
have in our e.xperience severely compromised the fabric of u 
considerable number of listed buildings - Cionviile and Caius 
College. Cambridge, to name but one. And the use ot a bird of 
prey ns a bird scarer. also mentioited in your piece, is not only 
expensive but totally ineffective as a control option.

I would also like to add that PiCAS UK was chosen 
by the Scottish Parliament as sole consultant for bird control on 
the Scottish Parliament site in Edinburgh, based on PiCAS’ whollg 
independent status.
(nil/ Mcrcfhuit.yroup director, PiCAS Grt>n;>

female Americans who clearly failed to understand the sheer 
beauty of Kulm’s detoiliug. That aspect of a good building is little 
different from the way we should keep our own bodies, but if we 
do not cure for the latter we will never really understand the 
former. It is all essentially simple.

Myself, I should continue to steer clear of the 'celibates’ 
de Bottoii speaks of. Most of tliem know nothing ofereotive action 
and ore, indeed, abominably barren in that respect.
Patrick Hodykinsoii, Hmcrittrs Professor of Architcentre and Url>aitisnt,
I 'iih’ersitif of Bath

ANOTHER DIMENSION OF WINDOWS
I read the April issue ofAJ Specifrcatioti with considerable interest, 
particularly the section on doors and windows.

Our practice for many years advocated the use of over
rebated timber windows set onto siib-siils and secured by cleats 
behind rebated jambs and lintels. We were happy to demonstrate 
the many advantages of sucli construction in the brochure we 
designed for Burlington some years ago.

Unfortunately, when reproducing details based on that 
brochure, your draughtsman has illustrated the jamb of the window 
frame in tlie wrong plane, overlapping the facing brickwork rather 
than being set behind it. Failure to think and detail in three 
dimensions is sadly all too common; it is most unfortunate to 
find it ill such o prestigious publication us yours!

As for the orticle on timber windows; it appears the UK 
lui-S still not learned from Europe the merits of windows whicli 
open in and have internal glazing beads. Such windows should be 
fully glazed and finished complete with all ironmongery, and be 
fitted from inside the building as part of the finishing stages of 
construction; windows and doors are costly components which 
sliould never be built into wet masonry, as is sadly still the norm 
for most house-builders. Fortunately the retjuirements of the new 
Port L will oblige our industry to adopt improved standards of 
design and construction - but only if we think and detail in 3D!
J M E Potter, Inj email
The slate drawings were as supplied by Burlington. We merely 
relabelled them - Ed.

P/cuyc address fetters to: 77«’ Editor, 'nieArehiteeis’Jonrnal, /.s / Roschent 
.Htfiim*, London ECIR 4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, or email anyela. 
neu’ton(^map.com to arritv hij 10am on the Monday before publication. 
The Architects'Journal resenvs the riylit to edit letters.

BARTON 
WILLMORE
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THE WORLD CITY CONFERENCE: CAN LIVERPOOL BECOME A WORLD CITY?

loyd Grossman

Deputy Chairman. Liverpool Culture 

Company and Chairman of National 

Museums Liverpool

Wednesday 7th June:
City Tour of Paradise Project, Reception and Pre Conference Dinner 
Thursday 8th June:
Full Day Conference & ?op Up' Exhibition

1iverpoo1& 
manchester 
property y

Robert Crawford

Chiel Lxerutive. The Mersey Partnership

On June 7th and 8th the UK Property Forum will hold their first Liverpool arnl Manchester property 
event, a walking tour, conference and exhibition at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Princes Dock, Liverpool.

• Understand the radical changes taking place in the City of Liverpool real estate market.
• Hear from key people and organisations that are responsible for a £2bn investment programme.
• See how the 2008 Year of Culture will impact on the real estate market.
• Identify emerging business opportunities in development, construction and irtvestment

WHY SHOULD YOU AHEND?

Lesley Chalmers

Chief Lxeruthre. English Crtws Fund

George Ferguson

fanner Acanihus Ferguson Mann, RIBA 

Prestdeni (2004-06) and Co- Presenter 

Channel 4's OemoHiion'
• Meet Local Authorities, develo[»rs, occupiers and suppliers.
• Learn of the business opportunities thrown up by a rapidly (hanging business scene.
• Network with the key players.
• Understand the powerful market forces that will revitalise Liverpool.

WHO SHOULD AHEND?

• Investors, developers, consultants and suppliers in the region.
' Real estate professionals.
• Businesses who want their share of an emerging market in Liverpool 

and the North West.
• Exhibitors wanting to increase market share.

Jim Gill

CEO,llverpoDl Vi$(on

RodHftImes
Pfojwt Otectof, Paradhr Str«t Project. 

OnKvefw

SfonMtWkr

^overbury LNITY
UVMfOtX

1. BartK Of kefand <$)
Register online at www.lmpf.co.uk. ZUMTOBEL

the mersey

VISION liverpool livctpool land
SNIP

enabled by:

I ^ ^CoreNj-t UniformI c; L O B A L
TheEnquircr ^associates inlvnakonol bu4dmg pna
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CONFERENCES

2006
Sponsored by:

GreenGrid Pjalumasc ^LDEROLJRGH

bDPIt »»«»RCT»

Enhancing the design and commercial applications of green roofs
Thursday 1st June 2006 
Radisson Marlborough Hotel, London, WC1B Hear from industry experts including:

• Dusty Gedge, Founder. Uving Roofs

• Roger Madelin, Chief Executive, Argent Group

• Mike Gibbs, Director of Landscape. Broadway Malyan

• Paul Shaffer, SUDS Project Manager, CIRIA

• Dr Alun Tarr, Director, Blackdown Horticultural Consultants

• Leon Yates, Urban Design & Regeneration. Lewisham Council

The implementation of green roofs or more specificalfy, intentionalfy 
vegetated roofs, is nx)ving ahead full steam. Once considered 
more of an eco-fad than a serious business proposition, evidence 
is fast accumulating of the financial value that green roof 
integration can delivef to designers, builders and end-users.

Leadir>g players in Europe arxl North America have demonstrated 
the environmental, social and economic benefits of green roofs, 
and yet the UK still lags behind. Hampered by a weak legislative 
framework and a lack of drive from those within the industry, it is 
irr^)erative that green roofs become an integral design 
requirement before it^ too late.

Key benefits from attending
Green Roofs 2006 is The Architects’ Joumd^ unique event
dedicated to driving green roof design into Ihe mainstream.
Delegates wHI have the opportunity to:

• Hear the latest ir^sights and ground-brealcng case-studes 
from a broad spectrum of experts engaged in green roofs

• Learn about the latest research on anafysing the vatue upWt 
and whole life costing of green roofs and green space design

• Question and understand the big issues of the momerTt; 
colaborative working, working to planning guid^lr^, best 
practise in SUDS management and much more...

• Hear leading experts on green roofs report on the vital progress 
being made, arxl the potential for future wider adoption

Outstanding networking opportunities
Don’t miss this exclusive opportunity to network with leaders 
across the industry from architects to contractors, engineers, 
planners, roofing ej^^erts, ecologists arKJ end-users. This is a 
fantastic chance to interact with otfw executives aixl get 14) to 
speed with all the current developments in green roofe.

Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities
For detatte please contact Toby Redington on 
020 7605 6634 or email: toby.redington@emap.com

Endofsad by:To register - Tel: 0845 056 8069 
Email: constructconferences@emap.com
www.ajgreenroofs.co.uk/2006

Cf»D
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1. The Stairwell at ABK's Riverside Building



BUILDING STUDY

PREFABRICATION HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN A CHALLENGE 
TO CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS 
OF THE ARCHITECT’S ROLE
Bi/ Ketineth Powell. Photocjriiplut htj David Grandorije

Where C-orb, Gmpius, Fuller and Kogers failed, however, 
manufacturers of non-architect-designed prefabricated buildings 
struck gold. In the niid-l'MOs more thon 6(MJ,<XKI prefabricated 
houses were being completed annually in the USA and the‘prefab’ 
became for a time a familiar feature of tlie British urban landscape, 
some examples even surviving to become listed buildings. The 
techniques of prefabrication went back, of course, to the I9th 
century, when Hot-pack iron churches were exported to British 
colonies. (Indeed, the Crystal Palace became an icon of 
industrialised building for Modernists.) In recent years, the 
housing industry has wised up to the attractions of standardised 
prefobricated components, though the end products are generally 
customised to satisfy buyers’ demand for the distinctive and 
the individual.

The possibilities of prefabricated construction have preoccupied 
architects for the better port of u century, with Le Corbusier’s 
Dom-ino House of 1914 a pioneering concept in mass production. 
Nine years later, Le Corbusier looked forward to a time when a 
house would ‘no longer be this solidly built thing which sets out to 
defy time and decay, and which is an expensive luxury by which 
wealth can be shown; it will be a tool as the motor car is becoming 
a tool’. Mass-produced houses, along the lines of the Citrohon 
House of 1922, would be the result of‘a coalition between 
architects and men of taste’.

The vision of a prefobricoted future remained alive over 
the next half-century. Walter Gropius and Konrad Wachsinann 
developed the idea of the ‘packaged house’, but failed to sell it 
to the American housing industry even in the aftermoth of the 
Second World War, when new homes were desperately needed. 
Bvickminster Fuller’s Wichita House, which he claimed could 
be mass-produced for under $4,(MK), remained a prototype. The 
Californian Case Study Houses were in effect custom-made 
one-offs, not models for mass housing. The Zip-Up House, which 
Richard Rogers imagined being produced by the thousand, 
remained no more than an interesting idea, though fed into some 
of Rogers' built projects.‘As industriol products,’ Colin Davies 
commented in 77ic Prefabricated Home (London, Reaktion Books, 
2l)bS),‘these houses were all either failures or non-starters’, The 
failure of system-built housing, most notoriously the Ronan Point 
disaster of 1968, set the seal on the prefubrication experiment.

When Martin Pawley wrote in 1985 that‘the 
prefabricated dwelling... is now held in deep execration by the 
public', Britain was still tnjing to cope with the failures of system 
building from the preceding couple of decades. Twenty years later 
prefabricated housing is back in favour, with a strong push from 
the government, which appears convinced that traditional site- 
based technologies cannot deliver the 4.5 million new homes 
it is looking for within the next 10 years. The Peabody Trust s 
Murray Grove housing in Hackney, north London, designed by 
Cartwright Pickord and completed in 1999, seemed to point the 
way forword. Using prefabricated modules manufactured by 
Yorkon (the company responsible for the ubiquitous Portakabin),
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2 & 3. Urban Space Management has 
refurbished the listed buildings alongside 
its container-based construction

the 3U-upartment scheme wos constructed in 27 weeks. Althoiu)h 
Murray Gn>ve cost more than on eyuivaleiit scheme iisiiiy more 
conventional construction technology. Peabody subsequently 
commissioned Allford Hull Monaybun Morris to desiyn u 61-unit 
pmject usiny the same row material on the Koines Dairy site in 
Stoke Newinyton, PCKOs Barling Court in Slockwell and 
Wyiidhum Road housing in Southwark; Proctor Mottlievvs' Bamns 
Place in Lambeth; and a number ot other projects in the pipeline 
all featured in the recent New London Architecture exhibition 
Prehibulous London, which promoted the idea that ‘the prefab 
is now an aspirational dwelling which is becoming increasingly 
desirable’. In fact, all of the above pmjects fall into the category 
of‘affordable’ or ‘social’ hmisiny - developers appear as yet 
unconsTiiced. The largest modular housing schemes yet completed 
in Britain arc student residences, such os that completed in 
Manchester by Midlands practice Design Biiro in 2n(»l.

In the l‘>6(>s, Archigrani promoted an expendable 
architecture of capsules and pods, with a vision ofhoiises being 
transported freelg from place to place and scrapped when done 
with, like clapped-out cars. As the western world sinks under the 
weight of discarded fridges, compnters utid miscellaneous consumer 
goods, the idea of houses jtiining the junk heap is less than 
appealing. Eric Reynolds of Urban Space Munagenient sees the 
Container City concept us'u tactic for recycling'. USM’s prototype 
Container City, using redundant freight containers os the basic unit 
for the inixed-use development, is located at Trinity Buoy Wliurt.

close to the point where the Ris-er Lea Hows into the Thames 
and acmss the water from the Dome. Trinity Buoy Wharf was 
the principal workshop of Trinity House, the body responsible for 
inaintoining Britain's lighthouses and lightships, from IHU.3 until its 
closure in IVKK. The London Docklands Development Corporation 
acquired the 1.5ho site and invited bids for its development, with 
a preference for ciillural/coniimmity rather than commercial use.
A long lease was eventually granted toTrinity Buoy Whurt'Trust. 
with its commitment to fostering creative industries. The trust 
granted an occupational lease to USM, which has since refurbished 
the listed buildings there, while constructing three phases of 
container-based construction, the first two designed by Nicholas 
Locey and Partners in l'>9‘>-200n. The third, the Riverside 
Building, was completed lust year by ABK. A quarter of the rentals 
for the studios and Hve/work units go to a charitable trust which 
manages the sice.

The shipping container was im ented by the American 
haulage operotor Malcolm McLean in 19.36, when the first 
container ship soiled fmm Nework. New Jersey. Within u decade, 
the container had rcvolmioinsed the freiglit industry ssorldwide - 
it’s estimated that four million are in use daily in the USA alone. 
The typical coiitoiner is 6m long and 2..3m square, though 12m 
containers are also in use. The raw materia! is C'orten steel, able to
resist the effects of sea water. The dinieiisions were carefully chosen 
to fit the typical truck or rail wagon. Estimates of the numbers of 
containers in existence are hard to come by. but they obviously
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5.

A. Phases One and Two of Container City 
were designed by Nicholas Lacey and 
Partners in 1999-2000
5. Phase Three was completed last 
year by ABK

4.

Falkland Road, Camden Town, designed by ABK for a car-park 
site owned by the council. Reynolds believes that planning 
difficulties could derail other projects which could deliver housing 
of quality comparable to Murray Grove at significantly reduced 
cost.‘We need to go beyond wasteland and derelict gap sites and 
do schemes on a larger scale,’ he says.‘Local authorities in London 
have large areas of land which could be developed in this way if 
there was the will.’

ILeynolds describes the approach at Trinity Buoy Wharf' 
os a matter of'piling up the containers and mining our way 
through’. ABK came into the project partly because Reynolds is a 
neighbour of former practice partner Richard Burton, but also on 
the strength of the series of stations it designed for the Docklands 
Light Railway in the 1990s. Peter Ahrends of ABK explains tliat 
‘wc tried to take the system as found and use it in u struiyhlforwurd 
AAXiy'. Ahrends contends thot ‘the architectural component of 
a project like this is fundamental - it’s about moving things on.’

Using ‘as found’ materials is nothing new for ABK. It used 
woodland thinnings, which are usually burned, to make buildings 
at Hooke Park, Dorset, in the 1980s. Containers are equally 
a cheap and neglected resource, but cannot easily be disposed 
of when not required. Other architects have worked with ‘retired 
objects', as New York practice LOT/EK describes them. LOT/EK’s 
Guzman Penthouse in Manhattan (1996) piled adapted containers 
on top of an existing loft apartment. A similar New York project by 
the same practice, the Morton Duplex, made use of, among other

amount to many millions, and heaps of them seem to lie slowly 
decaying on the edge of any large city. Britain is a net importer 
of containers.

Reynolds, a leading figure on the London regeneration 
scene, questions the logic of manufacturing new modules for 
projects such as Murray Grove and Raines Dairy when there are 
large numbers of containers available at modest cost and suitable 
for reuse in buildings. When the Container City project started, he 
says, a container could be purchased for Today he is buying
containers from China, used once and then sold for around ^^1,800. 
Back in 1999-2000, construction costs for the first phases of the 
development were around /|326 per m^.The last phase came in 
at per m*. Foundations are minimal - around 300mm. 
Containers are delivered to the site fitted out with services ready 
for connection. With costs as low as this, USM is able to rent 
out space as cheaply os per m^. ‘The contoiners are cheap, 
odaptoble and transportable.’ Reynolds says. ‘We came up with the 
idea of instant homes for New Orleans after the hurricane - we 
could have delivered them ready tor occupation for X]27,000 each, 
but the idea wasn’t taken up.’ However, USM has completed 
a building in Scotland and fitted out the interior of Will Alsop’s 
Fowood Children’s Centre at Stonebridge Pork. London, on the 
shortlist for last year's Stirling Prize. It has commissioned ABK 
for a forthcoming scheme in Lafayette Street in New York City’s 
‘cast-iron district’. British planners can, however, be intractable - 
Camden Council rejected a scheme for affordable housing at
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6.

7

6. Citrohan House, Le Corbusier, 1922
7. Dom-ino House, Le Corbusier, 1914
8. Buckminster Fuller’s Wichita House, 1944-1946

objects, containers from petroleum trucks to form sleeping pods.
In a brilliant, chough unrealised piuject for the 2002 Netherlands 
Architecture Biennale, MVRDV proposed the construction of 
‘City Container’ for Rotterdam made of 3,500 containers and 
providing housing, a hotel, offices, a school ond other facilities.

Tlie precise role of the architect in projects of this kind 
remains, however, a little uncertain. At Trinity Buoy Wharf, the 
contribution of Lacey and then ABK has been to infuse a 
compositional and spatial order on the buildings. Ahrends admits 
that, in places, the architects have lost detailed control of the 
project, one in which there is no room for a traditional view of the 
architcct/client relationship - ‘some bits are just wrong,’ he admits. 
Reynolds adapts the containers as required by potential users — 
units can be opened up and joined together and window openings 
cut as necessary. The relationship with the architects, he says, is one 
of‘a curious unconventional dialogue’.

Ahrends believes that there is q future for container 
architecture in Britain and beyond. He was brought up in South 
Africa and is passionately interested in African issues, acting as an 
adviser to the South African government for the Venice Biennale 
2(X)6 exhibition. There is. he says, a strong case there for recycling 
containers as housing - ‘you could build up to seven storeys high 
in urban areas without modification.’

The relationship of prefabrication to conventional views 
of the role of the architect has always been a tense one, and it is 
ironic that, despite the interest of a series of major architects in the

topic, prefabricated building has thrived without the involvement 
of the profession. ‘Architecture without architects’ will always 
flourish, whether architects like it or not. Prefabrication is, 
and always has been, a challenge to conventional notions of the 
architect s role. Container City looks good and works well, but it’s 
really a fairly nd hoc collection of ports rather than architecture. 
And when contoiners are specially imported from China for use 
in building projects, isn’t the recycling argument punctured? If 
containers have to be dismembered to provide spaces larger than 
those needed for a bedroom or small office, isn’t the point of the 
exercise rather lost? Container City is adiiiirable, not least in the 
way it provides cheap space for‘creative industries’, but it is not 
the future ofurdiitccturc.

a
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9. Peter Ahrends’ concept sketches for the 
Riverside Building at Trinity Buoy Wharf
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10. ABK's Riverside Building: the architect’s 

role has been to infuse compositional and 
spatial order
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11. A challenge to the architectural statements across the Thames?
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12. Container construction and its more conventional counterpart
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TECHNICAL & PRACTICE

THE STEPS SEEM 
UNCHANGED 
FROM THE DAYS 
OF GEORGE III
Bif HiUrie Hartfuan

1. 1880 watercolour 
showing the extension 
to the palace and the 
external WC shaft
2. Plan showing the 
external WC shaft

Until lost month, a day out at Kew Gardens meant a delightful 
meander through the grounds to admire specimen plants and 
beautiful vistas, perhaps punctuated by trips to the great 
glasshouses. Now visitors may also plunge bock in time to the 
domestic interiors of Kew Palace, where King George III and 
Queen Charlotte retreated during the king’s madness and where 
Queen Charlotte spent her final days. In an unusual collaboration 
between Kew Gardens and Historic Royal Palaces (HRP), which 
owns and operates Kew Palace (os well as the Tower of London 
and Hampton Court), the modest 1664 brick palace has reopened 
its doors after a 10-year multi-phased million restoration, 
complete with a dedicated visitor centre and an elaborate 
interpretative exhibition with the latest audiovisual technology, 
which evokes life in the house in 1804.

an Ancient Listed Monument. Approval by English Heritage (EH) 
was predicated on a historical guirk documented in a 19th-century 
watercolour - the serendipitous existence of an externa! royal privy 
shaft which had been added m the 18th century. Evidence of the 
original door openings inside the palace had survived and they 
have been reinstated as the entamce to the lift.

Purcell Miller Tritton (PMT), responsible for the 
architectural aspects of the project, undertook an options study for 
lift access.The palace has three primary floors (ground, first and 
second) occessible for visitors; an attic, which is closed to the public; 
and a beouiiful brick-vaulted undercroft, which will seire as a 
reception urea for school groups. Concern that the new lift shaft 
might disrupt the foundation of the palace if it extended below 
ground to serve the basement meant that u platform lift was added 
to the project to serve the basement only.

PMT associate Dante Vtmoli explains that the main 
challenge of the lift design was to achieve ns small o footprint as 
possible so that the lift could fit between tw'o existing pedimented 
bays on the west side of the building. Height was also a concern 
because of the required refuge space at the top of the lift shaft and 
a desire to keep the top of tlie shaft below the projecting cornice 
of the pedimented bay. Several diffen.’nt design approaches were 
considered, including a structure that adhered closely to the 
building or a slightly detached shaft with a visual gap, as well as 
a variety of cluddiny materials, including bronze, lead und timber. 
The final design of horizontal lapped oak weatheiisoarding over

KEW PALACE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL
A critical aspect of the project wos to make the building as 
accessible os possible, and the design team’s multi-pronged 
approach to this issue included input from a Disability Access 
Forum established specifically to review the project. The 
introduction of two lifts and a ramp and the redesign of the stone 
steps at the front entrance ore the most prominent features of the 
newly accessible palace.

From the outset, the brief from HRP included the addition 
of a lift, not an easy task given the compact symmetrical plan of 
the building - often referred to as a doll s house - and its status os
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3. Installation of lift shaft steel work 
with cantilevered steel projections 
inserted between brick bays
4. View of completed lift shaft clad in 
ship-lapped oak

which involved raising the existing stone landing to the height of 
the threshold. The steps and landing were carefully removed and 
then reinstated over a 130mm band of new stone. The surrounding 
paving was gently regraded to accommodate a ramp graded ut 
1:21, which eliminated the need for a handrail. With the exception 
of the ramp, the worn stone entrance steps appear unchanged from 
the days of George III.

Many more subtle design decisions resulted from the input 
of the access forum, which was contposed of local people with a 
range of disabilities, including mobility, hearing, sight and diabetes. 
One example is the treatment of the edge definition of the palace’s 
front entrance steps. At the suggestion of one of the forum 
members, the risers were treated with soot rather than unsightly 
tape.JoThwaites,the HRP conservation department project 
sponsor responsible for the restoration, explains that the access 
forum was initiated us an alternative to a focus group and was 
found to be more effective in terms of meaningful input and 
financial outlay. Forum memben were paid for attending bi
weekly meetings. ForThwaites, it was the intersection of the views 
of people with a range of disabilities and differing requirements 
over the course of the project thot resulted in the best access design 
solution. Details ranging from the size of text in the interpretative 
exhibition to the location of lighting so as not to create glare for 
wheelchair users were scrutinised by the forum. An additional 
study, a wheelchair path survey, was undertaken by access 
consultant David Bonnett.

o steel structure with the shaft tight against the existing building 
was selected because it was considered by the design team to be 
the least visuallg obtrusive, giving pride of place to the palace itself 
HRP, rather than the architect, negotiated the necessary approval 
with EH after extensive groundwork presenting the project to its 
numerous stakeholders, including the Trustees of Kew and the 
Georgian Ciroup, neither of whom hod any actual jurisdiction 
over the project.

Tlie lift design had to be ’reversible’ in the event that 
it should need to be removed at some future date. The bespoke 
steel structure is designed as a vertical cantilever which is 
completely independent of the existing building. Steel projections 
ut each lift landing were individually dimensioned to 
accommodate the fact that the building was not completely plumb. 
The continuous vertical flashing is detailed to allow movement.

Another gis’en from the outset of the project was that all 
visitors should be accorded ‘dignified univenal access’ through the 
front entrance of the building. Consideration was given to having 
disabled visitors access the palace through the new lift on the side 
of the building, but this not only complicated the lift design but 
also posed security problems by creating a second entrance to the 
building. Access through the front door proved difficuk to achieve, 
not because of the steps, which could be easily resolved by adding 
a ramp, but because of the 130mm level change between the 
Portland stone landing at the front entrance and the height of 
the front-door threshold. PMT developed an elegant solution
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5. Cross section through west wall 
showing lift

6. Section through new lift shaft and platform 
lift to basement showing west elevation
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7. Repointing pavings after raising front stepsU3
0.

8. Front entrance steps before construction, 
showing level change between lending 
and threshold
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9. Detail drawing of front entrance steps 
showing new stone course and capillary drainage 
channel against building
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10. Pink paint was found concealed behind a 
door fixture in the drawing room, This colour 
dates from the time of George III

r

11. Painting the exterior of Kew Palace with 
litnewash pigmented with red brick, called 
‘ruddling’, protects brickwork and mortar and 
results in a controversial pinkish red colour

10.

12. The restored palace with new lift shaft 
visible on left and raised steps

11.
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PAINT ANALYSIS
Visitors to Kew Palace cannot help but be struck by the colour 
scheme of the restored building, which, though based on extensive 
research to ensure its authenticity, looks rather garish. Lee Prosser, 
HRP curator of historic buildings, does not hesitate to call the 
exterior limewashing, completed in 1998 as port of a previous 
phase of work,‘controversial’. In Kew’s postoral setting, the 
limewash, which is pigmented with red brick dust, is certainly 
eye-catching. Used in its day to cover up imperfections in the 
Flemish bond brickwork and protect the building fabric, it was 
reinstated after a sample of the original limewoshing was found 
behind a rain hopper. The limewash,like the lift, is reversible 
because it weathers naturally. The technique hud not been used 
in Englond for over 150 years, and must be renewed approximately

colours in order to precisely match new paints. There 
was one moment of certainty when a sample of pink paint 
dating to the beginning of the 19th century was found behind 
door ironmongery in the king s drawing room. Thwaites admits 
that the art of paint analysis is ‘for from an exoct science’ and 
that the procurement of point specialist work is ‘quite tricky’.

AND FINALLY...
Access issues and paint colours aside, the overriding impression 
of the restored palace is shaped by the interpretive display 
masterplanned by Metaphor, which is also responsible for the 
installation of the Michelangelo show currently nt the British 
Museum. At Kew Palace, Metaphor bus artfully threaded together 
artifacts with an audio-visual radio play which movingly recounts 
the story of the palace during the occupancy of Kijig George III. 
In lieu of headsets, sounds emerge from unlikely places, sucli as 
the entrance path and fknti behind closed doors.The fascinating 
content will engage all ages, though the presentation does feel 
overly packaged. Unusually, certain rooms have been left in a state 
of semi-restoration to enable the visitor to see what lies behind the 
finished surfaces. Well worth a visit - but be prepared for the 
double entry fees.

every seven years.
By contrast, the choice of interior paint colours, pinks 

and off-whites, is restrained, though the wallpapers, carpets and 
recreated furnishings, also based on historical research, are not.
A variety of specialists and curators employed a range of 
techniques to ascertain and date original colours. Strutogruphic 
cross-referencing was used to document the lagers of paint on 
every interior surface to facilitate dating and comparison between 
rooms. Chemical analysis was used to identify the pigments used in 
different layers of paint also for dating purposes. Ultraviolet lights 
were used on paint samples which had faded to restore their true 
colours. A spectrophotometer was used to digitally record absolute

Further reading: Kew PaIace:Tiie Official Illustrated History, 
by Sjisanne Groom and Lee Prosser, u>as released lost week 
to coincide with the reopening of the palace.
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WEBWATCH/LEGAL

A GREY-ON-GREY 
AREA OF WEBSITE 
DESIGN

THE LATE SHOW
in the recent Technology and 
Construction Court (TCC) case 
of Kier Regional Uitiiicd p Ciiij & 
General {Holhorn) Ltd (Judgment 
(►6.03.06). Kier sought to 
enforce an adjudicator’s 
decision on a dispute arising 
out of the refurbishment of 
Londons former Patent Ortice 
Library. Kier referred two 
claims for extensions of time 
to adjudication. In adjudication 
number three, it claimed loss 
and expense of^(^1.3 million. 
The developer's response to 
the claim included allegations 
of concurrent delay oiul 
miscalculation of losses and was 
supported by the reports of rwo 
experts. Kier objected that the 
reports contained detailed new 
evidence it had insufficient time 
to respond to. The adjudicator 
agreed and refused to consider 
the developer’s expert evidence 
but went on to find largely in 
Kier's fovour, awarding it 
£1.25 million.

The developer resisted 
Kier’s court application to 
enforce the decision on the 
grounds that the adjudicator 
had wrongly refused to consider 
its experts’ reports. The decision 
was, it said, unfair and a nullity. 
Kier countered that the 
developer had conducted 
u ‘defence by ambush’by 
producing new evidence 
at a late stage and that the 
adjudicator was entitled 
to disregard it.

Despite the fact that Mr 
Justice Jackson believed that the

adjudicotor should have 
taken the experts’ reports 
into account, he held that the 
failure to do so was an error 
of law which did not involidote 
the decision. For good measure, 
he pointed out that earlier 
cases that suggested the 
contrary must now be 
regarded as incorrect.

Kier’s case shows that 
attempts to avoid adjudicators’ 
decisions because they were 
reached in breach of the rules 
of natural justice and unfbir 
will be about as successful 
in the TCC as the defence 
of‘retaliation in advance’ was 
in Maidstone Crown Court.

In the distant days when 1 
trained in the criminal courts 
of the Home Counties, there 
was a defence doing the rounds 
among the seasoned pub 
brawlers who were regularly 
charged with violent-disorder 
offences. The defendant would 
argue that he (it was usually 
‘he’) anticipated that the victim 
was going to cause trouble and 
that he ‘retaliated in advance’. 
Upon this unlikely platform the 
defendant would hope to found 
a defence of provocation or 
even self defence to a charge of 
causing griesous bodily harm. 
The feeling that 1 experienced 
when confronted by such a 
prospect convinced me that 
I was not cut out for crime.

Decades later, and from 
the comparative comfort of 
the world of construction law,
1 encountered a similar concept 
in the unlikely forum of 
adjudication. This time it was 
‘defence by ambush’. Ambush 
and adjudication are, of course, 
no strangers. Some might even 
suggest that the wliole idea of 
adjudication is to ambush the 
unsuspecting defendant, and, 
for that matter, the adjudicator, 
with 26 lever-arch files of 
detailed delay claim supported 
by several experts' reports; 
various netsvork onalyses; 
and a CD-ROM, while 
simultaneously demanding your 
right to a fair and enforceable 
answer within 28 days.

The concept of‘defence by 
ambush’, however, was coined

I am still getting regular 
feeds from Eric Morehouse 
at http://eyecandy- 
webcandy.blogspot.com. 
One of his recent sites,
WWW.airesmateus.com, 
is that of Aires Mateus & 
Associados. And, of Francisco 
Aires Mateus Arquitectos. 
Father and son? Brothers?
You can’t tell because the site 
is in Portuguese. Yet what a 
model of reticence.

The home page is a black 
screen with a grey strip over 
the top with the practice 
name in black, bold, 
condensed sans serif. Below 
on the black field are four 
grey headings in the same 
type which even monolingual 
I could understand; Projectos, 
Pr^mios, Cronologia and 
Contactos. And that’s it; six 
words, mostly black screen 
and a grey strip.

Naturally you click on 
Projectos. Everything moves 
down to accommodate five 
buildingtype names in a 
white version of the standard 
type. And so on; website 
design at its... dammit. I've 
just spotted some pale grey- 
on-grey characters up on 
the extreme right of the 
grey strip; pt[en. Dammit; 
PortugeseNEnglish. OK, so 
after a click it’s the brothers 
Aires Mateus and forget 
what I said about model 
typography. Well, some of it. 
Sutherland.Itfall@blinternet.corn

Kint L'ranklin is a barrister and 
chartered arbitrator at Croipn Office 
Chambers in L.mdoti. Visit www. 
crownofficechambers.com
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REVIEW

BOOK
Bij Alex Wright

21st Century House 
By Jonathan Bell. 
Laurence King, 2006. 
£19.95

1. Robert Dye Associates’ 
Stealth House, London
2. Vicente Guallart's Mortal 
House, Tarragona, Spain

Creatiiiy a definitive picture 
of the 21st-century house in 
2006 is, as Jonathan Bell admits, 
tar from practical.‘This book 
identifies four themes but there 
could just us easily be 100 such 
distinctions. These categories 
are little more than classifying 
snapshots.’ he says.

Bells brief introductory 
essay rails splendidly against 
the culture of media-driven 
imagery, grotesque McMansions 
and the ‘eccentric predilections 
of moneyed egoists on Grtiiid 
Desicftts'. It is wonderfully 
opinionated stuff from someone 
in a position to know a good 
deal about his subject (Bell 
writes for Wallpaper*, Blueprint 
and Crufiit).

He pointedly coiiunents 
that ‘architectural publishing 
has a mania for categories and 
classification; modern houses, 
small houses, extreme houses.

experimental houses, houses 
on the edge, see-through houses, 
minimalist houses, vernacular 
houses, wooden houses, moving 
houses, each a neat peg uptm 
which a number of glossy, even 
iconic, projects can be hung.' 
After such a breathless list one 
can almost hear the cry of 
‘somebody stop me' us Bell 
rolls out this latest collection 
on the pegs of the Iconic House, 
the City House, the Practical 
House and the Future House.

Given that the book is itself 
promoting the lotest crop of 
novelty, however creatively 
themed, the mismatch between 
the sentiment of the text and 
the book’s content is ever 
present. As Bell observes, the 
forum for debate has shifted 
from books to imagery, with 
architecture books becoming 
'thinly disguised brochures or 
academic treatises of limited

interest*. Given that 2 hi 
Cetmmt House has 55 projects, 
"lavishly’ presented in 3(M) 
colour illustrations and 150 
drawings, but only 22 of its 256 
pages are critical text, I suspect 
the author himself would think 
it was in the brochure category.

While the examples in the 
first three sections are generally 
interesting, the final section 
contains some optimism
crushing projects for ‘the 
future house’. From the 
fuchsia graphics of House 1), 
or the tragic imoges of Parasite 
Pcmidise, to the plain silly 
Home-Scape Project, the future 
seems to resemble a poor end 
of year show at o struggling 
school of architecture.

Generally Bell is articulate, 
astute and entertainingly 
annoyed. Much in the same 
way that watching Gnmtpij Old 
Men is amusing for its powerless

sniping against the world, he 
stabs away at modern house 
culture and the organs which 
feed it.

I found the book generally 
enjoyable - portly because 
I agreed with pretty much 
everything the author had to 
soy, but also because I too find 
myself unexpectedly grumpy 
and old. There is something 
comforting about flicking 
through the pages to confirm 
that the new new is just like 
old new. Unfortunately its 
all invariably worse than the 
original, but that’s probably just 
a 20th-century point of view.

Alex Wright is an architect and 
leacher in B<i//i
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BOOK
By Dean Hawkes

Made of Light: The Art 
of Light and Architecture 
By Hark Major and Jonathan 
Speirs. BirkhSuser, 2005.

Artificial lighting in Toyo Ito’s Sendai Mediatheque

£32

thoughts on, for instance.‘Light 
and Music’, and the second 
offering ideas from a piJot, 
an actor and a welder (among 
others).

development of the light of 
architecture from 32000 BC - 
the torch of the Chauvet-Pont- 
d’Arc cave in the Ardeche - to 
the present. This deals nicely 
with both noturol and artificial 
light, a balance that is 
maintained throughout the 
book. I found it fascinating 
to note, as a kind of measure 
of the evolution of the subject, 
that the timeline travels from 
the cave to the birth of Christ 
in about a quarter of a page, 
then takes three quarters of a 
page to reach the beginning 
of the industrial revolution. Five 
pages are needed to present the 
19ih century, with its frenzy 
of invention, before another two 
traverse the 20th and bring us 
to the present. In addition there 
are two series of comments 
by other contributors on the 
themes of‘Light and... ’ and 
‘My light’, the first including

The Made of Light project is 
the product of the distinguished 
lighting designen, Mark Major 
and Jonathan Speirs. First seen 
in 2004 as un exhibition at the 
RIBA and also available on 
line, it’s now a handsome book. 
Major and Speirs both trained 
as architects, which leads to 
an approach that, in their 
words,‘deliberately focuses 
on qualitative, ephemeral and 
abstract considerations’, rather 
than the quantitative emphasis 
of lighting engineering. The 
result is a document that both 
beguiles and frustrates - but 
mainly the former.

The method combines 
words and images to illustrate 
12 ‘themes’ that represent 
common bonds between 
light and architecture: Source, 
Contrast, Surface. Colour, 
Movement, Function, Form. 
Space, Boundary, Scale, Image

ond Magic. These are 
represented by narratives that 
combine historical examples 
with cases from contemporary 
practice - frequently the 
authors’ own work. These 
are informative, with frequently 
lovely images, but the history is 
often schematic and sometimes 
inaccurate. For exomple, 
it’s incorrect to assert that 
Palladio’s Quattro Ubri doesn’t 
deal with light - see Book I, 
Chapter 25,‘Of the Dimensions 
of Doors and Windows’. There 
is also much more to be said 
about the significance of light 
in the works of architects as 
diverse as Soane, Lobrouste,
Le Corbusier, Kahn and Ando 
than the soundbites offered here.

But, in compensation, the 
book offers a number of special 
insights. It begins with an eight- 
page ‘timeline’ that traces 
important steps in the

This should not be
your only book on light and 
architecture. The achievements 
of architectural science and 
lighting engineering in 
quantifying the behaviour 
of both natural and artificial 
light in architectural space 
and in understanding how 
light provides both utility 
and meaning to the human 
mind are as important as 
the subjectivity on offer here. 
But this is a long-awaited 
counterpoint to the scientific 
and engineering tradition and 
deserves to be in every serious 
architectural library.

Dean Hawkes is an archiled 
in Cambridge

AJ 25.05.0646
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BOOK BOOK CRITIC’S CHOICE
Bij Andreu' Mead

One of the key figures to show architects what was 
happening beyond these shores during the inter-war period 
was the photographer Frank Ycrbunj. In his day job he was 
secretary (chief administrator) of the Architectural Association 
and many of the articles that he illustroted were produced in 
partnership with the AA’s then director, Howard Robertson.
A new exhibition of Yerburg’s work opens tomorrow, 26 May, 
at the Building Centre, 26 Store St, London WCI, where it 
can be seen until 1 July.

Just as when they first appeared, the value of these 
images lies more in what Yerbury chose to photograph than 
the way he did so. Travelling repeatedly in Europe, with 
interludes in the US, he wasn’t a doctrinaire promoter of 
a particular kind of architecture; rother, he seems to have 
been drawn to whatever w'os new, So while lie pictured 
Le Corbusier’s Villa Stein-de-Monzie at Garches and 
Mendelsohn’s Schocken store in Stuttgart - Modernism with 
an M - he also captured the powerful austerity ofAsplund’s 
City Library in Stockholm and the skyscraper Gothic of the 
Tribune Building, Chicago. Pictured above is something closer 
to home: Easton and Robertson’s Royal Lhirticultural Hall 
in central London (Hww.buildlngcentre.co.uk).

Yerbury went on to become director of the Building 
Centre, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year with an 
exhibition called Materials ofimvntion: WOYears of Construction 
Innootiiion, ruiminy concurrently with the Yerbury show. 
Alongside the historical focus is an attempt to foresee some 
innovations of the future - ‘concrete so light it can float 
on water, invisible technologies for acoustics’.

Will those innovations ever include a flawless 
solution to one perennial pmblem: luw to stop Venice 
from sinking into its lagoon? Or is it now such a tourist- 
trup theme park that it should be left to its fate? To mark 
the 40th anniversary of the flcMids which raised the spectre 
of this apocalypse, the Venice in I\*ril Fund is holding a debate 
at London’s Royal Geographical Society on 12 June, titled 
F.noui}h Moneij Has Been Spent Savini) I'enice. Speakers include 

Joseph Ri/feurnond /4iVIL71se/i (www.veniceinperil.org).
For forthcoming events visit www.ajplus.co.uk/diary

The Fames Lounge Chair:
An Icon of Modern Design 
By Martin Eidelberg et al. 
Herrell. 2006, 192pp. 
£29.95

London’s Contemporary 
Architecture: An 
Explorer’s Guide 
By Ken Allinson. 
Architectural Press, 
2006. 264pp. £18.99

Much as everyone loves the 
Eameses, and with due respect 
to Peter Smithson’s comment 
that‘when we design a chair 
we make a city in miniature’, 
it still seems a bit much to 
devote almost 2(H) pages just to 
the Eameses’ lounge chair. This 
book accompanies a touring 
exhibition in the US, currently 
at New York’s Museum of Arcs 
and Design until 3 September. 
After an introduction placing 
the chair in the lineage of 
Hoffinann, Breuer and Corb, 
we see the evolution of its 
design, its prototypes, its 
manufocture, the finished 
article with various incumbents, 
and some of the adverts that 
speeded its success.‘The unequal 
pairing of a large chair with 
footstool alludes to the binary 
oppositions of parent/child 
and male/fenuile,'says one 
devotional essayist.

Ken Allinson's excellent user- 
friendly guide to recent London 
orchitecture now appears in on 
updated fourth edition. One 
reason why it's good is that 
Allinson avoids flip judgements 
to explore pros and cons in 
depth, with major schemes - the 
British Museum Great Court, 
the Sainsbury Wing, Paternoster 
Square - getting a page or 
more of small type, not just 
a paragraph. And though the 
focus is ‘contemporary’, he also 
includes historic buildings in 
the vicinity, sometimes pointing 
out aflinities that readers might 
miss, as with Stirling’s No 1 
Poultry and Hawksmoor’s 
St Mary Woolnoth. There are 
maps, many photos, occasional 
plans — and some quite sharp 
criticisms en route. ITcspile all 
the typos, it's a truly practical 
companion to the current 
London scene.

AJ 25.05.06 47



^ JOBS
JOBS ENQUIRIES
Laura Tilling 020 7505 6803 laura.tilling@6map.com 
www.ajplus.co.ukyjobs

www.4-architects.com Tel: 01323 749200
Architects / Design Managers / Technical Co-Ordinators 

Architecturai Technologist / Assistants 
North London / Herts / Essex C30K - tS6K Car / Allowance Bens 
Outstanding opportunities far cancfclaleswih AutoCAD arid haargea^aenerice 
Id process r tie plaming and technical dapertrants of one o( the DiCs premier 

residentiai developers. This corrpany has received several lop awards, indudhg the coselad 
Which Hotne House Builder of TO year plus many marry more. Bel-3416 (Philip / MarV)

Associate & Snr Architect
Well-established des

R D RECRUITMENT 
(RUOaV) LTD

T: (01788) 572841 
E: kim.stireeyOrdrtniRmewl.to.utc 
W: www.rdrecrvitmeM.re.uk

THE ARCHITECTS'XKJRNAL 
151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB

Display advertising 
020 7505 6823 
Recruitment advertising 
020 7505 6803/6737 
Advertising fax number 
020 7505 6750

Ref; 0605-93
Project Arch & Arch Technician 
Leicestershire 
£ Competitive Package 
Permanent
My cbents are a large leedmg Mutii- 
ProfessKxwi emf^oyer with practices 
across the UK. They urxtertake a «vk>« 
range of proiecis ranging from a smal 
scale up to muiti-mllion pound 
developments m EOucation. Retail. 
Commercial and the I eisure sectors. 
They are currently looKmg for 
enthusiaalic persons with 2 - 5 years 
post quairfication expenerx;e who an 
futty conversant with AutoCAD

Milton Keynes £££V - Competitive 
isign practice, with offices in London and Milton Keynes would like 

to appoint two key Individuals to the practice. With a very diverse range of projects, 
excellent career progression and a salary package to match. Ref 3416 (Mark / Philip)

(ktoostalior4£23-C32»vLId Ref;3424a 
PLutoCAO) E22-£a2hrLld Ref3424b

E25-f34hrLU Ref:3425 
£23 OCtrlid Ref;3424c

(AutoCAD) E24-£32hrUd Haft3424d
MutoC^ E27-£3ShrLtd Ref:3420
iautoCAd C18-£2ShrLtd Ret»tie

C28*£3ShrLto Raf;3420a

City London 
Brtetof 
Irelard 
Manchester 
Warwickshire 
Readng 
Pottersoar 
Readng

We have over 64 Contract • Freelance Posts PAYE - LTD Weekly Pay 
Please call or visit our web site for the latest vacancies

jobsQ4-architect8.com

Architects / lechntciara 
Architects / Techniqg« 
Architects/TBchnologists (AutoCACA 

- S^utoCADi

Deadlines
Bookings/copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 12pm Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Monday

Architects / TechnnarB 
Architects / Technictarw 
Architects / Tecfriictans 
Architects / technicians 
ArcNtecte / Techriaians SC& (AutoCACArecycleABC

»S«

ARCHITECTUAL ASSISTANT / TECHNICIAN Established and busy Architectural 
Practice requires a talented and 
enthusiastic ARCHITECT to take a 
leading role in a number of exciting 
housing projects.
Apply In wnling. enclosing « CV and sam|dM of your work 
UEPK Architects is an Ec|uat OpportunlUes Employer

ismiaiaFor small busy practice. wiOi projects up to £3m. We need a Technician or post 
Part 1 Day Release student. Preferably wim Vectorworks and minimum one year 
office experience. Flexible 4-5 days per week. Enthusiasm, willingness to ieam 
and own transport essential. Great experience here, Vectorworks training given. ARCHITECTS

5A Harpur Strest 
Bedford MK40 1PE 
b«dfordOir>epk co uk 
www.mepk.co uk

CV and references to P+R ASSOCIATES by post or email:
79 Calder Avenue, Brookmans Park, Hatfield, Herts, AL9 7AJ 
www.pr-architects.co.uk email: enquiries@pr-architect$.co.uk

Realise a new London
Architects
c£45,000 pa

surface stations, the (depot an(d commercial property, tunnel 
portals and ventilation and a(xess shafts.

With at least five years' experience of the management of 
Architects during the design and construction phases, you will also 
have a degree-level qualification or higher and must be chartered 
or have a recognised professional qualification in architecture. 
Three years’ experience of design and management of architectural 
issues within a railway or maj(X projects is desirable, as is an 
understanding of environmental and town planning issues.

Plans for the biggest civil engineering project in Europe are now 
progressing. Connecting key areas of London and beyond, both 
under and over ground. Crossrail is set to revolutionise travel in 
the capital. This is your opportunity to help shape this project, 
and truly change the face of London.

Working alongside the Principal Architect, you will provide advice 
and direction for architectural aspects of the project. Setting and 
maintaining high standards throughout your work, you will 
influence a range of project works such as surface and sub-

To be a part of this prestigious project, and play a role in shaping London in the 21$t Century, please call the 
HR Department on 020 7126 1439 for an application pack.
Please quote Ref: DB118.
The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 13 June 2006.
We value the diversity that exists in London and aspire to this being reflected in our workforce.
See wvviv.crossra//.co.uA for more information on our company.
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Choose something better. 
Choose Derbyshire

I,
/

Head of Design
DCC/06/1700
£47,784 - £50,454 per annum 
Chatsworth Hall, Matlock
Derb/shire is already an excellent-rated Council and is olwoys 
seeking to become even better. Dynamic, talented and dedicated 
people have put us where we are, and we're looking to replace one 
of those key individuals who is to retire. Our Head of Design 
manages the implementation of the Council’s copitol building works 
programme across all services omounting to some £40m-£60m per 
year. Design resources ore delivered by a well established and 
experienced in-house team working with o framework partner and 
other consultants when necessary. Good sustoinoble design 
delivered by true partnering and stakeholder involvement is 
essential and applicants will need to demonstrote o real belief and 
commitment to the Re-thinking Construction agenda. Proven 
experience and a professional qualification will be required in the 
design and manogement of educational buildings, social care 
focilities, libraries and other community accommodation. Energy 
efficiency and sustoinoble construction are key objectives on all 
projects. In order to succeed in this exciting role you will already 
hove a proven track record in project design management and 
partnership procurement. You must be oble to demonstrate your 
ability to monoge o team of multi discipline designers and to 
negotiate with, ond inspire the confidence of, a variety of partners, 
agencies and stakeholders. Your communication skills will be 
exceptional, enabling you to ensure that the programme's objectives 
ore reodily understood. You will also be able to enthuse others to 
create successful operational partnerships. If you would like to join 
one of the best councils in the country with a proven track record in 
the delivery of copitol projects including PFI schemes, then we want 
to hear from you.

Relax, watch the World Cup
Your career is in safe hands!

Part II Architectural Assistant 
£22.000 ■ £25.000 '• Wiltshire

•r..

A RXtA Part l[ graduate slieng

inlet esl as well as conlemporatg 
dfsuj'i, Vou will dpownsuale desigt) flair with good Uadittonal drawir>g boerd 
skills (as well M CAD) A workirv] knowledcje nl UK building regulaflnns wnnlri 
be advantageous.
Libbg Clvvers^^)gj 4*)) Tgo ^ Ichivers^bbl.co.uk^^K^^n

£ S’
I. a leading internati 

K 1 una tii r Architert lo work oa both small arrd large projerts
r. but pnmdi^ relai ai^BsrdenlHl 

at least ^ gears' expeMSHMadj vs red portfolio of work demonslratirtg 
stffxtg tk-iign dtils. computer (iterarg. technical skills and a post Part III

in reUd-Bod residential devttepments. Benefits mdude a highig 
competitive ^arg. life nsurarKC. «sopdng pension scheme, health insurame 
ar>d on-going Iraminq.

. out 265 ^ stromanslSbbt eo.uk

practice.

have»

Sarah Trosaas

bhtJ ber«sford bidke thomds uu
www.bbl.co.uk MeiiitM'

Application packs tor all vacancies are available online at
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/lobs

or from Call Derbyshire on 08 456 058 058
Closing date: 4 June 2006

Cornerstone ArchitectsWe ore on eguof opportunities
employer welcoming opplicolions

DERBYSHIREfrom everyone W* ire a busy practice based sn Vie beeutrful 
tale of Men and ivs are lookna to eppoint.

County CouncilQ A/chlt*ctijrftl Technologists with t 
mminuiTi of 5 expenencsImproving life for local people
s Pn^oct Ustagsr Mih consVucHon r>duslry 

sxpsnsAca
For all Derbyshire County Council vacancies see www.derfayshire.oov.uk A compeWive salary, an inlerestng portfoAo of 

proiecta and an lainvated quaMy of Me • on
offer

Please forward C.V and samplet of wodi to

Cornerilone Architects 
79 Piillament Street 
Ramsey, Isle of Man 
Mt 1AO

ltoyd.^aviesAcamerskimarcn>tecta couk

You're an experienced architect 
or construction designer. We are leading specialists in 

technical information for construction, including technical IKerature, 
web and multimedia. The position, based in our London office, 
requires a person with a capability for technically accurate and 

imaginative communication. Email your C.V. to richardOnbat.co.uk or 
call Richard Thomas on 020 7284 2272.

Architectural Technican
Required by South West regional house builder to join their technical department based in 
Lyme Regis. The successful applicant wiN be required to prepare detailed vmtong drawings 
and specifications as weN as participate in the formulation of terKfer documents. In conjurK- 
tion with 9te planning department the role will IrKkide preparation of design schemes foi 
developments. Skills shoiM include the ability to design innovative technical solutions utilis
ing AutoCAD & NBS Buildng software. Exciting oppoduryty to join a small, growing team who 
pride themselves in Innovative design and quality residenbal construction. Salary negotiable.

Please send or e-mail CV to. Mark Swan, Swan Country Homes,

3 Colwtv Rise. Cclway Lane. Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3HJ 

E-mal: maik@swancountrvhomes.co.uk 

T^ephone: 01297 442789

E m N-Is-A- lNfUNMAIIUN LUMMUH A I luh IN (. uNy I R Ul ■

www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs wanLounfry Home*



Lee • 26 miles from Hertfordshire, through North and East London to the River Thames

• Linking the Growth Areas of the Thames Gateway and the M11/Cambridge Corridor

• Site of the Olympic Park
• Provides high quality open space and a zone of sporting excellence

Valley
Park

Open spaces and sporting places

Head of Environmental Design up to £67K per annum + benefits
This role will act as the Authority’s champion on landscape design matters relating to the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Olympic legacy and the rest of the Lea Valley.

We are looking for a highly skilled designer with at least 10 years’ post qualification 
experience in landscape and biodiversity. You will have a record of delivering high quality 
landscape design strategies and projects and the ability to work with a range of partners in 
a complex political environment.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THIS POST:
Visit; www.leevalleypark.org.uk 
E-mail: r@leevalleypark.org.uk 
Phone: (01992) 709 838

CLOSING DATE: 2 June 2006 INTERVIEW DATE: 15 June 2006

R O RECRUITMCNT 
(RUGBY) LTD

T: (01788) 573841 
E: kim.fhrMvaOiiiiecniitment.co.uk 
W: www.ntracrwiliiwiil.co.wk

white design is growing organicaJiy.

f ycu share our passKon for beautful. afkxdabe. sustainable desr^i, we'd 
I4« to hear from you

we are looking fee an exceptiona! candidate with several years pert II 
experierce, a tradv recerd m imovaton and an irtereel in applying and 
developng rrtanagenal skHs in a growing practice

data nat'jre associates

CO Architect and Architectural Assistant

To join • young mnovatrv* prococo to worti on 
residontal, rMH. commercial and exhibition 
pecyeas n Via UK and tfiroad

C/)
Ref: 0605-79 
Year-Out Student 
Derby 
£Neg

My client is • small Architectural 
Practice that deals with Educational, 
Residential and Loed Authority 
Projects and is currently looking for a 
Year-Out Student to join an existng 
team of Technicians & Architects. The 
ideal Candidate wM be confident and 
good with AuToC^ and looking to 
gain solid experience to assist in the 
development of thee future career

0
please send a cv with succinct letter explarhg how you as a part ■ 
qualfied enthusiast car contribute to what we do to: Architect - 2 yMis post Pat lll oaice exaentnee 

rnc eonno adnwwiratiQnl~o Contract

0catherrie njffles, white design, the provrig house, 101 sevier street, 
fcnstol, bs2 9lb or email jobsOwh(te-ciesign,co,uk Architectural Assistant • post Pan ii

we're a mac os x based office ushg vectorwerks, artlantis, Photoshop etc |

wtitle design is an equal opportuniti^ errployer, we encourage ckversly

appications to reach us ro later than friday 9th jine 2006. 
we hope to hold rtenwws dn the 19lhand2fstjine.

www.white-design.co.uk

All appiicent* raquir* proficiency In Vecterworka 
and Adobe packages. 30 modeMng skills and need 
to M (ueM n English

CV and axamples of woiii to 
Data Nature AssoeiaWs. Urst 8, 65.69 Lots Road. 
London SW10 CIRN or a-msit lo 
nloGdatanalura com

The 2006 Edge Employer 
Awards. Rewarding 
practical learning at work.
You could win up to £3000,000 for putting theory into practice at work - 
from apprenticeships and volunteering to work placements and traineships.

Call 0800 980 3343 or visit www.edgeawards.co.uk to find out more.



your next 
career move

A Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects

FarnboroughSenior Technician 
to £37k p.a.
Senior Design Technician posidon within a leading 
CAD consu^ncy organisation. The successfui candi

date wili be required to handle considerable respon
sibility. including liaising widi clients and planning 
authorities and reading a team of more junior techni
cians. as well as providing a full architectural drafting 
service. AutoCaa competency and UK building-regu
lation knowledge essential REF: I076SI

North Surrry

bGqpd49
Architects .ir : ‘ chnologists 
'oCSOkp I
Qualified Architects and accomplished Technicians 
wanted to work for a top-ten UK Architectural 
Practice.There are excellent career positions on offer 
within the leisure, commercial, large-scale residential 
and defence sectors. Candidates should have good 
communication and presentation skiHs and be ^ent 

in Autocad.

• v’eVTnant m Orc-UIM! ..‘r* £38,000 - £42,000 p Q
An ouMondng procMc* oMS ««looking lor crooHoo. toctnlcoey-odopt arcMoch A 
•i^orioncod oaihtonH So {oki their buxzing young oMco in Clwkonwol. eosi known 

far IfMir tick orh projarts, (ho prodice oro cunorTtly worfdrtg on q rotfornfion of on 
axtrtMrdlnoty music hoa in Hoxion 0 reworking of on oufor London fhoolre 
incorporating a 1300 Mof oudHorwn. Vocforworfcs profanod.

REF; 1068-18

Omot arudki, gmot profaeft' £36.000 - £42,000 p a. / £18 00 • €23 OO por hour IM 
Sttuolod In 0 grool worohouw comraroon in ShorodMch, this friendly 2S strong 
procfica ara lookir>g for on experienced ordtrlect to foki their muHI-diadpIfoarv ioom 
Current projects include o £Sm resldentiol conversion of a major embassy buHding 
due on site In July & o new buid one-off domestic scheme In Islington Veefotworks 
prefoned but not essentigl.

Architi-ctural Assistant 
to C35k pa.
Temp to perm opportunity within the design office of 
a leading multidisciplinary construction company. 
Projects include retail, PFI. and prestigious mtxeo-use 
developments. Our client is a very considerate 
emplo)rer, and tftere is an excellent package on offer 
for the right candidate. Autocad and ADi skills are 
essential, as is an all-round construction knowledge.

REF: 1071

St.Albant

bpofiarKad owWk'Cts for widely pubbhed proebe*! £35,000 - £44,000 p a 
A luparb ptoclic* at 70 In the haort of Londank West artd wa laaUng far futy 
quoMfod. dasiyr-lad schacis to work on some of thair lotos! togft-praflh sdtamas. 
Currant projects irtdude a tww Lattdon heodquortors tor one of the Worlds t’fOO**' 
electreniM camponies ft a knwrlout spo hotel in Cardrol Lartdaii. Autoeod essantw

57

matchtecht: 01489 898140

e: archdmatchtech.com 

w: www.matchtech.com
■GROUP PLC

1o view o comprehensive Hst of vocancies & to register with us please 
visit WWW bespokecoreefs.com or coU us on 0207 24 24 909.

14S0 Pjitwy, Sfllira Part. WiRglty, Pwhvn, P01S MF

\Rt MM H I I RAI.KH .KI MMKM CONSt Production ARCHITECT 
New Plymouth, New ZealandDESIGN .ARCIII TKCTS - M.-WCIIKSTIXCHESHIRIV 

MERSEYSIDE
To £3.‘jk. Exu'llfiit prai'lift'S, top oliiss work.

•SENIOR ARC;i im-:C:Tl'R/\L TECHNICIAN - 
UV'ERPOOL
To £33k. Small iViciKlIy praiticr. rxn'IlfiU oflln-, quality 
projects.

PROIEC r MANAfiERS - N.VHONAE
To £45k + P.-\CK.\GE. Diverse range of prestige projects.

ARCnilTECri'S ri'CHNICIANS - YORK
To £3()k. Top class prat tier, excellent olllce. high qiialitv
diverse projects.

ASS(X:iATE M ILDINC; SURVEYOR - BIRMINGH.VM 
To £4.ik + PACK/\(iE. lop cla.ss private practice, diverse, 
exciting vvorkload. great op|K>rtunily.

.ARC:Hi rEC:T'S -l- technicians - 
SOUTH .M.\NC;HES TER
Id £38K + BENS. Huge prestige retail prtjjects, huge 
opportiinily. excellent rnvards.

We are SKkins ST Intelligent orcjeci leader wrtti proven skills 
and experience to join our team This role focuses on post 
destgn development, to t^ over projects from Principals and 
see contracts and projects to completion Boon Goldsmih 
Bhaskat Team Architecture has a national client base detivenng 
a sumulating range of projects types civrc. commercial, retail, 
heabh. education, residenlial,

Ou kJeaf applicant

Is personate with good cormuiications ^lls 
Cv take a coordinating role with staff and consultant teams 
Is sell directed with go«j quality management procedures 

good understanding of iT systems and processes 
Has good scfittectural/conslruclhon /industry knowledge 
Has a mature approach to morvtoring an effective work/life balance 
Is looking kx a long term commitmenl lo working life and 
cornmumiy with associated financial benefits 
Has a dev^ing interest in Errvironmentally Sustainable Desrgn

Hasa

Oualificalkins in Architecture or Bwlding Science required with a 
minimisn of 5 years post registration experience.

Boon Goldsmith Bhaskar are a young professional team with a 
40 year record of architectural practice, are enltiusiastic about 
Taranak/. arcfiDectore. the corrmjrnty, NZ hie, and geffflgafiead 
If this sounds like you. a full job description Is available by 
contacllng-

.\RCH1TECTS -H TKGHNKtlAN.S - lANUASHIRE 
To £3()K. ExccIIi'tH im-dium sized practiee, raiitastic rural 
olllce, excellent pipjer ts.

This is a small scleciitm ol rnir ciirrciH vacancies.
To discuss ihese, or any r>lOur otluT vacancies call 

Andy Ghambcriain ainlime on (H2IK) 42.7?KMior \isii nur 
uel)slte for a nton* detailed jol) de.scri}>lioii at: -
\SAV\V.C;iLV\IBKRIai.\ass(k:l\tt:s.co.i K

The Practice Manager 
Email pascale@bgb-lac0.n2 

WWW teamarchItecTure co ru 
For infomtation about New Pfymouth visil 

WWW npdc govt ru or 
WWW taraniki CO H2

BOON GOLDSMITH BHASKAR
I ill.'i*! I.--. ; t U|J!«. ij77KI 
F iiMil mf<
VXilr.|I< H<

4ICKMECTUIE'll■ • 'li 1 
i.i'iiL Ilk



NET DESIGN DIRECTOR LIP TO E75K

LEAD DESIGN ARCHITECTS upto E60K

JOB RUNNING ARCHITECTS/TECHNICtANS up to £55K

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS & PART II upto E45K

DIRECTORY

ArcMects-onMne.cauk
VflW mwicn latcSng trcMwctura/Job s*b

Positions itvailabk in btuh our Lontlon and Maiidv si> r ol1ic» s

New York Office Of>ening in2007 
Projects: UK and International■S www.amsa.co.uk

Janine Stone is one ot the leading architect ami interior design 

practices specialising in new build and refurbishment of exclusive 

private residential properties thruu^uut the world. With offices 

in London and Manchester, and a staff comprising of 50 qualified 

architects, interior designers and a full construction management 

team, the company uniquely provides a full turn-key solution for 

some of the world's most discerning diems.

Consistently securing some of the finest 'classical' and 'modern' 

landmark projects, Janine Stone combines the very best m 

traditional artisan and craftsmen finishes with the latest build 

technology and environmentally friendly energy solutions. Due 

to the incredibly diverse nature of projects the design challenge 

will always remain fresh ami exhilarating.

The company is different to many other design practices, as it combines that rare balance between design 

excellence and an entrepreneurial business strategy for growth and continued success. Janine Stone is 

considered one of today's most dynamic and exciting design practices, enjoying an nnpreceJemed organic 

growth rate in excess of 50% PA. The company has an ambitious business strategy for the next five years 

both within its core business, and other key targeted market sectors, including the openingof a number of 

new international offices.

With exciting opportunities at ail levels of the business, and financial packages considered to be the best in 

ihe industry, there simply couldn't be a better time to join the company and participate and benefit from us 

current and future success.

www.dgservicc.co.uk

faststreanis
_____ - ■ recruitment llmtted I ■ »

matchtech
WWW m.itchtech com

R B Y L,
r » ww»s fbylAoinAnteKkral .Apf*"'*"

www.rdreeruitmant.co.uk Please send a full CV with examples of work, stating the position applied 
for and details of your current remuneration to: gjdeon@janinestone.com 
For more information on Ihe company please visit: www.janineslone.com

JANINE STONE
ARCHITECTURE 4 INTERIOR DESIGN

[siSIV riMM contact Pare Smltli to Jlicute tliaae atul 
matty mo<« ncitinf Joe# on: 

M OI7M 0127BO 
MoUIk 07910 624036 

•maife 4a»a.ainltli>«lfl«ifTlcecq.iA

www.siv.co.uk

For Advertising 

Enquiries 

Please Contact: 

Laura Tilling 

0207 505 6803 

Email: 

laura.tilUng 

@emap.com

Warwickehire Vacancy
Technician
Vac ref 0605-003
Ffermanent

My client l6 eedcin^ an Architectural Technician nfth at least 3 years 
experience gained in any Architectural sector uein^ Microetation as a design 
tod. This is an ideal opportunity for an experienced Technician to Join a 
company that mII encourage them to spread their tvin^e and take on 
challenging and exciting projects.

Due to the 

Bank Holiday 

the booking 

deadline for 

the 1stJune 

issue of the AJ 

will be on the 

26th May 2006 

at 5pm

TwyfordlBushboard
I iMd weVvoom tahrtleni

London Based Specification Manager 
to build our exposure with London 
architects/specifiers.

You will be supporting our RIBA approved CPO programme and sales 
team. Experience with architects and the spedTication process is 
essential and would suit a candidate with an architectural technician 
background.
A strong package with bonus scheme is offered, together with a full 
induction programme and showroom support.
For further details please contact Jenny Beard.

T: 01933 232 245 
E: jbeard@bushboard.co.uk 
W: www.lwyfordbushboard.co.uk





ktp recruitment
Urndea

i WWW.

Senior Architectural Technicians, Desigiv Architect, 
Technical Coordinators, Essex. 55k. Car, 9% pensioor 
bupa, life cover, gym, lunch vouchers. Opportunity to work 
witn this Housebuilder on a range of innovative, new build 
bespoke schemes, including mixed use, refurbishment of 
listed buildings and other conversions.

.ijjl

Associate Director-Opportunity to Director. High profile 
practice in Milton Keynes. £High.

Senior Architects and Technicians - Wakefield and 
Sheffield. £To 40k. Excellent opportunity to joiri this hwh 
profile practice who have 3 other offices and projects 
range from education, residential, commerciat, retail, 
leisure, transportation, masterplanning.

Architects and Technicians. London, Bristol and 
Warwick To 45k. This large consultancy seeks the above 
for 3 of their busy offices to work on tubelines, pharma
ceutical. commercial and industrial projects. Microstation 
or Autocad exp ideally.

5 more contract and oermanent vacancies to
websitai

k

COURSES

The University of Reading MSc in Project Management
The University of Reading part-time MSc in Project Management enjoys an 
unrivalled reputation in the construction industry. It enables you to access the 
latest management thinking without interrupting your career. The programme 
is in a modular format to provide flexibility and choice, enabling participants 
to tailor the programme to their individual needs.

Programme members study eight modules spread over two years. Each mod
ule is taught by leading specialists from the University and Industry. Modules 
combine an intensive residential wwk with Internet-based learning support.

An Advisory Board of key industrialists provides guidance on programme 
content and industrial relevance.

The School of Construction Management also offers an RICS accredited 
Masters programme in Construction Cost Management for non-cognate grad
uate entrants to the construction and surveying profession.

NEW MOULAR FORMAT

COURSES

The Welsh School of Architecture

Diploma/MA Architecture: Professional Studies

Applications are invited for the 2006-2007 session of 
the Diploma/MA Architecture: Professional Studies.

Now in its 4th year, this scheme of study is undertaken 
while in a work placement, and taught by distance 
learning methods and short residential courses.

Stage 1 (the diploma), achieves the RIBA Part 3, and 
Stage 2 (the Masters) allows for further study of a 
selected professional topic. Full and part time study 
options are available. Numbers are limited.

For further tnformaUon about the course or to apply, please contact 
the scheme Administrator. Christine Heywood by email at: 

HeyvvoodCA@cardiff.ac uk 
Or by telephone on 029 206 79332 
http://www cardiif.ac.uk/archj

Core Modules
• Principles of Project Management
• Human Resource Management

Elective Modules
• Construction Cost Engineering • Sustainable Construction
• Strategic Management
• Construction Economics
• International Construction

Individual Modules are available as CPD courses

* Design Management
• Construction Law

* Risk and Value Management
* Learning from other Industries AutoCAD Courses

• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp archOyahoo.com

INFORMATION: Stephanie Wilkinson, Programme Administrator 
The School of Construction, Management & Engineering.
The University of Reading
PO BOX 219, Whiteknighls. Reading RG6 2AW. United Kingdom 
Tel: (0118) 378 8195 Fax; (0118)931 3856 
Email: s.m.m.wilkinson(rt:reading.ac.uk______ CAD Training Service
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MODEL MAKERS

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATIONBULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

Conuct
STAN Al'BERTIN

20b Tower N\brkshops 
58 Riley Road, l.cmdon SEl 3DG 

Telephone: 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 67983D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

♦aaiO) 1»?7M TOO 
www.cuctocfaWv CO ufe 
somaodocreerHv co ufc Circle

Unique iD Imagw. Animattonsji
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To advertise here please contact 
Lucy Herdsman on: 020 7505 6873 
Email: lucy.herdsman@emap.com

SURVEYORS
1020 7613 SS30 wwvk thedigitaiimageco.com

206 Btythe Road. 
Hammererndh, London 

W14 OHH 
Tal: 020 7610 4132 
Fax; 020 76104142 

«maH; infoOmetroptans.corri 
wwwmelrQpians.com

Land a Measured Building Surveys 
fsiaMsned over 12year% IffCl
■ Measured Bukding Sutve/s
■ Seting Out
■ Topograpncal Surveys
■ GPS Surveys

m Allen 
iii!i Newman

Land and Architeclural Surveyors
iVUR CHOflF FOR All SVf^TYNEBll i 
Spctialulng in

Topogn^kiul Sunryi - For Urge and unall 
M-ilc turven iBini! the lateti high acnuact- 
robotic laMrumentauon and Cj PS. 

ArchitecturaJ Sorveyi - For plans and 
elnatioQs luiny .SurBujld budding survey 
sohw'are on pec map hand held computerv 

Uiiliiy Sa/veya - Fur drainage and location of 
all underground utility serrKci. 

Photognaiaietry For xcuiaie 3U modeU of 
building facades, pipe works and areas of 
difficult access

KJ^Iand Surveyors Limited
Bridge Chambers
Bridge Street
Ixaiherbead
Surrey KT22 8BN
TeL 01372 3«2059
Fax. 01372 363039
c*mail - mail^kifigJandaurscyors.co.ak 
website • www.kiBgiluiidsurveyors.co.Bk

*^44(0) 20a 447 8255 CHARTERED UEASURf 0 BUILDING SURVEYOR

apr services Allen Newman . URICS FSSl

Would like to announce that he 
is no longer a partner at 
Michael Gallie& Partners

mail@aprservices.net
www.aprservices.net

land & measured building surveys 
laser scanning & visualisation

POINTOOLS VIEW m 07973 177 139 
aa.newmanOiitlworld.com

pointcloud & model viewer www.pomtoole.com

PERSPECTIVES

measured land and building surveys DAVID HOARE
|iiimiii|miiiiii|iiiiiiiii|imimi|miiiiii| ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR

■Pi

the true measure of excellence
ill ‘

(

HAND DRAWN
t 020 8543 8884 e info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w vwm.callidussurveys.co.uk

-PERSPECTIVES
TEL/FAX 020 B8S2 7S08

f 020 8543 6664

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street, 

London SE1 2B6 www.michaelgallle.co.uk
Chartered Measured Building Surveyors @:020-7394-mi ©:020-7394-2499

Michael Gallie & Partners ©
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Study of double-skin glazing for Barnsley Civic Hall. 
By Aidan Hoggard of Allen Tod Architecture
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CONFERENCES

12th September 2006 / Cavendish Conference Centre, London, W1G

designing with 
renewable energy
Successfully incorporating renewable energy into the built environment

Featured speakers include:
Brian Wilson, Non-Executive Chairman, Airtricity 
Bill Dunster, Founder, ZedFactory
Alexandros N. Tombazis, Founder, Alexandres N. Tombazis and Associates 
Christer Nordstrdm, Founder, Christer Nordstrom Architects 
Andy von Bradsky, Associate, PRP Architects 
Dr Sue Roaf, Professor, Oxford Brookes
Assen Gasharov, Consultant, Energy for Sustainable Development

t

To Register:
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001 
Email: constructconferences@emap.com

www.ajrenewables.co.uk
FIEDC

Certific.^tioriThe Cl
rervice



designing with 
renewable energy
Successfully Incorporating renewable energy into the built environment

With oil prices at a record high and the supply of fossil fuels in 
decline, the search for a more secure, environmentally friendly 
energy source is paramount. And with the built environment 
accountable for over 45% of global CO^ emissions and energy 
consumption, it is crucial that architects take responsibility for 
redesigning the future.

Feedback from 
AJ Creating Sustainable 
Architecture conference
Thought provoking

Local authorities throughout Britain are 
taking up the challenge of increasing the 
use of sustainable energy by vigorously 
pursuing the implementation of PPS22. 
No longer the concern of a few sporadic 
councils, the 10% reiiewable energy 
target is expanding and becoming 
more aggressive. As a result archita:ts, 
devebpers arid clienls are getting 
caught out.

• Hear the latest insights and ground
breaking case-studies from a broad 
spectrum of experts engaged in 
renewable energy and architecture

• Get the low-down on what local 
councils across the UK are planning 
with regards to renewat^ energy

• Exclusive opportunity to network with 
industry leaders across architecture, 
construction, MSE consultancies, 
contractors, and end-clients

“Good quality presentations 
from well informed speakers. If
N Johnelon, Alpheus Envtfonmertel

“A point of reference to 
achieving a sustainable future. f«

“Very informing and 
efficiently run«2^^H
A Borough or Merton

This is your forum for getting to grips 
with one of the most profound issues in 
architecture. If you want to understand 
how to successfully Incorporate 
renewable energy into modern and 
retrofit design, then you must attend 
Designing with Renewable Energy.

Outstanding networking 
opportunities

Sponsorship and exhibition 
opportunities
Take advantage of this unique opportunity 
to showcase your products and services 
to high quality delegates and specikers. 
For more hnfoimation please contact:
Toby Redington on 020 7505 6634 or 
email; toby.redington@emap.com

Designing with Renewable Energy
is a great chance to liase with some of 
the leading figures in micro generation. 
Expect to meet leading archilecis. housing 
associations. contractCH's. building services 
consiJtants. offsite manufacturers, and 
leadbg clients from across the arcNtecture 
and construction industry.

Key benefits from attending:
» Learn about the latest international 

trends from award winning designers 
in sustainable architecture

r
To Register:
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001 
Email: constructconferences@emap.com

www.ajrenewables.co.uk



CONFERENCES

programme
Registration 12.25

12.35
Question and answer session 
Lunch

09.20 Chair^ introduction
Ruth Slavid, Editor. AJ SPECIFICATION
and Special Projects &jitor, THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL

13.35 Technology that matters: a |>ract>cal overview of the
various sustainable energy solutions
Exaniirwig the pros aid cons of each rnethod
Analyang the payback and whole We costs of each technology
Understanding when to integrate which techrKtogy arxJ how they
work in combination
Lookiig at the supply chain and procurement issues 
Looking to the Mure; what could be the big drk«rs arxl 
technologes in 10+ years?
Dr Sue Roaf, OXFORD BROOKES
arxJ Gareth Ellis, Manager Renewable Erwgy
NATIONAL ENERGY FOUNDATION

09.25 Keynote address
Understanding the Government’s objectives for
addressing micro generation
Outihrig the Governments vision and plan for tacidhg micfo
gener^on
Understanding how the Gcverrvnent wiB be pushing the 
take-up of renewables
Assesspg the avateble fundrig arxJ grant schemes 
lnvitati<Ki extended to Elliot Morley
MINISTER FOR CUMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT

14.20 CASE STUDY: Generation Home
Upgrading UK housing stock with sustainable
energy solutions
UrxJerstanding the intricacies of workiig in the housirg sector 
Challenges faced and lessons learnt from current projects 
Examining how the project changed from earty desi^ to 
corrpletion and why
Post corrpl^ion energy arxJ occupar>cy analysis
Assen Gasharov, Cortsultant
ENERGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

n>09.40 Assessing whether the microgeneration strategy 
moves us forward
The hportance of regulation arxJ policy to the microgeneration 
sector
The impact of pbrning policy on hdustry confid^x»
Permitted Development or permissive excess?
Buildrtg Regiiations - the ultimate weapon of success
Dave Sowden, Chief Executive, MICROPOWER COUNCIL

(A
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10.05 Understanding why sustainable energy is key to the 
design and construction sector 
Why energy efficiefxiy is crucial in the renewables debate 
Assessing key drivers behirxJ irxxxporatng renewable energy 
into the design ph^
UrxJerstarxfng the red benefits of adopting renewable er^ergy 
Educating the market: firxJhg the key information points behind 
lenew^Dle energy
Brian Wilson, Non-Executive Chairman, AIRTRtCITY

14.50
15.00

Question and answer session 
Afternoon refreshments arxl networking

15.25 CASE STUDY: St Matthew's Estate in Brixton - 
Lessons from an exemplar low energy residential 
project
How combining environmental prirxaptes with commercial drive 
works in practtce
UrxJerstanding the do’s and don'ts of hteg'ating renewable energy 
into the buft envirDrxnerrt
Futureproofing buSdings for rerTewabte techrxalogies 
Andy von Bradsky, Associate, PRP ARCHITECTS

n>
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10.30
10.40

Question and answer session 
Morning refreshments and networking

Lessons from abroad: what the UK can learn from
interrtational design projects
Examinirtg the impact of various fundng arxJ grant structures on
renesvable energy development
Learning from ottw intematior^ eco-rrxxJels
Looking at leading design inncvafons from arourxJ the world
Chrlster Nordstrbm, FourxJer
CHRISTER NORDSTROM ARCHITECTS, and
Alexarxiros N. Tombazis, Founder
ALEXANDROS N. TOMBAZIS AND ASSOCIATES
ARCHITECTS

11.05
15.50 CASE STUDIES: Rural ZED and Jubilee Wharf

UnderstarKJing how to start arxJ complete a renewable energy
project from scratch
Tps for achieving dent buy-h
Maximising the environmental and ecorxDmic benefrts when 
integrating renewable energy
Best pradice for working with the supply chain arxJ maximising the 
mpact of renewaUe en^gy
Bill Dunster, Founder, ZEDFACTORY

o
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CASE STUDY: Dongtan Eco City - a new city running 
on sustainable energy
UrxJerstanding the importance of sustainable energy to the worlds 
first Eco-Cfty
Strategies for md<ing renew^Dle energy a corrxnunity success 

Transfentig the success and lessor© of Dongtan to East London 
Chris TWinn, Associate Director, ARUP

16.20 o
>11.55 Sustainable planning policies and PPS22: the effect 

of local courtcil practice on archrtechjral design 
Understandrg the Courtdl viewpoint on micro generatton arxJ 
sustair>^3te energy
Balancrg the visual impact arxJ renewable er©rgy targets 
Educafrig the cSent; getting client buy-in to FPS22 
Looking at innovative design solutions to PPS22 arxJ local 
planning poicies on sustainabity 
\Mnere newt? EvsAjating the Mure rrxJIcatioris d ttxs policy 
decision - raising the bar of lew carbon plarxxng 
Stephen Tapper
Assistant Director for Ranning and Transportation
ENFIELD COUNCIL
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16.45
16.55
17.00

Question and answer session 
Closing remarks from the chair 
End of conference

O Emap pic 2006. Tha programme may c+iange due (o unforeseen circumstancea. 
Emap reserves the ro atter the venue and'or speekera.



designing with renewable energy WAYS TO REGISTER:

Tuesday 12th September 2006 Cavendish Contareoc^ Centre. 22 Duchess Mews. London, WtG 9DT www.ajrenewables.co.uk 
0845 056 6069 
020 7505 6001
constructconferences@emap.com 
Designing with Renewable 
Energy Conference Registration, 
33-39 Bowling Green Lane, 
London EC1R ODA

Online:
Tel:

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Fax: 
Email: 
Post to;

For more information: 
Tel: 01858 438847 

Or visit vrww.a)plus.co,uk
DELEGATE RATES

Brochure code; ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO Conference code: A609
I I Please register at the rale of
£325 + VAT 0 17.5% = £381.88

BUDDY BOOKING RATE
I I Bring along a colleague and register at the
rate of £290 + VAT @ 17.5% = £340.75 each
GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
For information about group dtscourrts please contact
the conference team using the details in the box above.

DELEGATE DETAILS (PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CARTALS)

Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr) [

Job Title 1____________

Department |_________

J First Name Surname

JCompany name
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Address DATA PROTECTION
By entenng your details in the fields to the left, you agree to 
alow The Vdvtects' Journal, Emap Commuiicaiions and 
companiea associated with this event to oontect you (by 
mal, email, telaphona. SMS or tex) regarding dwir services. 
If you do rwt wish to receive such communicatiorw plesse 
contact US In writing.

J County 1_ 

J Country [ 

J Fax No [

Town 1
Postcode I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Tel No I_____________________________

Mobile No |_________________________

Email |______________________________

Line Manager |______________________

Company Type | \ Architect Practice

I I Main Contractor

N you do not wish to recaivs martings from other carefully 
selected comparies please bck n

BOOKING CONOmONS
A confirmation letter wW be sertt. from our London office 
within 3-S wortvig days from rece^ of your booking. Please 
note that an Invoice wM be sent to you from oiM shared 
service centre In Peterborough within 7-10 working days. 
Payment must be received before the conference 
date. If payment is not received, detegales wi be asked to 
guarantee payment widt a personal credit card on the day.

CANCELLATIONS / SUBSTITL/TIONS 
CerKeHatlors before 1 SiiOSAM wM be Charged at 
10% of the invoice total. Canceietions rrrade between btie 
date and 29/06A)6 wiH be charged at 50% of the Invoice 
total. CarKetetions rruide after diis date wM be charged 
the fUi vivoica total. However you can send a substXute 
delegste al any trrre. Boolongs received less than two weoks 
before the conference date can only be paid by credit card. 
Cancelations and substitutions must be made ki writing.

ACCOMMODATION
For accommodation please contact Venue Search on 
tel: 020 8541 5656 or fax: 020 8547 3427 or email: 
bedstfvenuesaaroh.co.uk and quote this conferertce as a 
reference.

J Job Title I________
[ ] Eng Consultant 

( I Sub Contractor

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM TO REGISTER FURTHER DELEGATES

I I Eng Contractor 

Other I______

HOW TO PAY (PLEASE TICK THE RELEVAMT PAYMENT OPTION)

■ CREDIT/DEBIT CARD

Card Number 

Issue No ffor swiki^: j I I Valid from: i j-‘ | {CompulaoiY for Diners CU> and Swltcf^ Amount £

■ CHEQUE
ACCESS REQUIREMENTS
To help us ensure ttrat al delegatas atterxling the conference 
are able to participate fuMy. please let us know about any 
requirenwnts you have by contactir^g the customer service 
team using the delate above.

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS
We always provide vegetarian options at our confeierKes. 
but please mfomi us K you need us to c^er for arry othar 
diatafy raquirements.

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE: Engliah.

PLEASE NOTE
The conference fee covers entrance to aN sesaiors, 
corrfererwe documentatiDn and avaiafale papers, 
coffee / refreshment breaks arxf lunch.

Rease find enclosed a cheque for the amount of E |

made payable to Emap Conferences. Please send to the address above (in WAYS TO REGISTER box).

I INVOICE / BANK TRANSFER Hetnot»w>rwplce»><t»»entundwai«pw*»co>w For try nutw wi-0l7M?ia?ai
! I

Email (accounts contact)

Invoice Address (if deferent from above)

If paying by bank transfer please send your payment to: National Westminster Bank, PO Box 12258, 

i 1 Princes Street, London, EC2R SPA Account Name: Emap Support Services Ltd Conference Receipts 

Account Number 39131807 Sort Code: 60-00-01 IBAN: GB93 NWBK 6000 0139 1318 07 
i Swift Number NWBK GB 2L Purchase Order No. {where appHcahie) |

1

Please quote the conference 
code A609 and delegate’s 
name in your correspondenceri lhavemadm>cjiiLtl«Uenpotcyandnxve»»ilhlheWfTn8andeonteiion» 

I MhorlM tn« uM oT my cradit/eaU card tor the abov* paynwrx Signature



^ PRODUCTS Respond to these panels at www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Readers may also obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. 

Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Lucy Herdsman on 020 7505 6873.

STOAKES SYSTEMS AJ ENQUIRY 202
AJ readers liked the external 

image showing how Atkins used 

highly insulating Kalwall on the 

new Highways Agency Centre in 

Warrington, Cheshire - diffusing 

daylight without shadows and 

glare, retaining privacy and 

reducing energy costs. Tel 0208 

660 7667 or visit WMW. stoakes. 

CO. uk for more information.

ASH & LACY AJ ENQUIRY 201
Great Barr School in 

Birmingham, the largest school 

in the country, has received a 

makeover featuring an Ash & 

LacyAshjack propped rafter 

over-roof conversion system. 

Ashjack over-roof conversion 

systems are constructed using 

bespoke lightweight-steel 

framing.

AJ ENQUIRY 204
Students at the new £12 million 

Djanogly City Academy in 

Nottingham are benefiting from 

the high-performance tapered 

rigid urethane insulation from 

Kingspan Insulation. Some 

5,000m‘ of Kingspan 

ThermataperTT47 LPC/FM was 

installed as a practical and cost- 

effective alternative to timber.

KINGSPANPHILIPWATTS DESIGN AJ ENQUIRY 203
Philip Watts Design has come 

up with an exciting product 

solution to make stair treads 

look contemporary and satisfy 

building control. Seven different 

designs are available in packs 

of 13 with routing templates.

For information telephone 

0115 947 4809 or visit mwm . 

philipMattsdesign.com

AJ ENQUIRY 205 SWS AJ ENQUIRY 206
Scandinavian Window Systems 

(SWS) was chosen by architect 

The McFarlane Partnership to 

supply to a luxury development in 

north London. SWS was selected 

not only for quality but also for 

its ability to provide a package 

of products. This included the 

Bergen alu/wood windows, and 

Alu-ciad Olsen lift + slide doors.

VELFAC
Velfac now provides a service for 

domestic or small commercial 

projects. Each window is 

made to order to specifications 

for design, colour and size, 

allowing you the freedom of your 

imagination. The display is at the 

Kettering showroom. Telephone 

01223 697100 or visit www. 

velfac.CO.uk

AJ ENQUIRY 208
Knauf Insulation's Polyfoam 

Floorboard has been chosen 

for use with Osma underfloor 

heating systems at the Eden 

Project’s new educatiorr centre. 

The Core. The use of Polyfoam 

Extruded Polystyrene helps to 

provide a heating system with 

minimal environmental impact 

at the Cornish centre.

AJ ENQUIRY 207 KNAUF INSULATIONJAMES HARDIE
James Hardie UK is leading the 

way with external finishes with 

HardiPanel Vertical Siding - a 

modern cladding solution that 

meets the need for high 

technical performance and a 

strong aesthetic impact. The 

product is exeptionally durable 

and has extremely low 

maintenance requirements.
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The 2006 Edge Employer Awards.
Rewarding practical learning at work.

Theory is all very well. But there Is no substitute for 

hands-on, real world experience. That's the principle 

behind the Edge Employer Awards. We believe in 

rewarding organisations that put practical learning - 

from apprenticeships and volunteering to work 

placements and traineeships - at the heart of everything they do. And that 

means you. Practice makes perfect (and £300,000). The winners will not

only set a shining example to their peers, they'll also 

walk away with a share of over £300,000 to reinvest in 

on-the-job development. Just imagine how far that 

could take your employees and your business. You'll 

also need to find a home for your Edge Employer 

Award - but that shouldn't be a problem for a place 

with practical skills like yours, should It?

ENQUIRY 12 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Call 0800 980 3343 or visit www.edgeawards.co.uk to find out more.*Th« awards troplty «ras d«si9iied by sMdeBi Tim Hayaes


