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The Sto Principle

Turning nature's brilliance into
outstanding surfaces inside and out

Sheer genius

StoLotusan Color - the world's 
first fagade paint with the Lotus 
Effect*. This unique paint from 
our range of fagade and 
minimal VOC interior paints, 
mimics the surface of the lotus 
leaf. Raindrops simply pick 
up dirt and pearl off leaving 
facades brilliantly clean and 
dry for longer.

Inspiration

Your imagination has no limits 
with Sto render. From crack- 
resistant, thin coat render 
to energy-saving insulation. 
Immensely strong, exceptionally 
flexible and available in 
hundreds of colours.

Perfect pitch

Create beautifully seamless 
acoustic ceilings that amaze the 
eyes as well as the ears. StoSilent 
is flexible, acoustically superb and 
just one of our many industry
leading interior products.

sto Building with conscience
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EDITORIAL

M«g4zirM of the Year 
Batt-Daaignad B28 Magazine 
Redeaign/Ralaunch of the Year 
Magazine Deeign Anards 2005

AYEAROFTHENEWAJ: 
TAKING STOCK OF OUR 
READERS’ RESPONSE

TH€ ARCHITECTS'JOURNAL 
161 Rosebery Avenue, 
UndonECIRAGB

Editorial enquiries 
0207505 6700 
Editorial to number 
02075056701 
Email
firstname.surnatTie9emap.com

Bij Isabel Allen

It’s been a yeor since we lounched the new AJ. 
ond it’s fair to say that the reaction has been 
mixed.Tlie Glaswegian architect Jim Cuthbertson 
delivered the first and most succinct response with 
the single word 'appalling', and though the letters 
of complaint have become steadily longer, he has 
remained true to this verdict ever since.The 
esteemed architect/acudcmician Peter Cook 
has taken a particularly dim view of the AJ’s 
fondness for low-key architecture, going so far us 
CO criticise its aesthetic choices in a public lecture. 
A more recent letter, from a reader who wishes 
to remain anonymous, implored;‘Please, please, 
please can you temper your obsession with 
the architecture of the English puritons. It’s 
depressing, and it’s beginning to make me 
feel ill.’

of disdain. {I'm not going to mention the awards 
we’ve won tor fear ot reawakening the \s ruth 
of the reader who brusquely pointed out that 
‘all manner of worthless rubbish wins awards’,) 
Support has come from some unexpected 
quarters: Alain de Botlon reports that the arrival 
of the AJ is one ot the high points ot his week; the 
political commentator Jeremy Vine has publicly 
proclaimed the new AJ to be 'brilliant' and Grand 
Desifjtis guru Kevin MeCdoud lists the AJ as his 
favourite reading mutter - alongside /'rimnn^ 
Izijuipment \eu’S.

But architects, of course, matter to us the 
most. It is u privilege to work on a magazine 
which engenders such a strong sense of 
ownership, ond architects’ feedback is hugely 
valuable.We are enormously grateful both to 
those who have token the trouble to articulate 
their disquiet, and to the vast majority of readers 
who have greeted the changes with such 
enthusiasm and warmth.

Editor 
laabal Allan 
Nawa aditor
Ed Dorreil (020 7505 6715)
SankK rtpoftar 
Richard Waite (020 7505 66361 
Woridnfdataila aditor 
Susan Damson (015242 21692) 
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Taehnical aditor
Hattia Hartman (020 7505 6711)
Art aditor
Sarah Douglas (020 7505 6705) 
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Aasistant aditor, AJ SpMificatiOA 
WiU Hunter (020 79QS 6716) 
Managing aditor online 
Barrie Evans (020 7505 8609) 
Editorial administration 
Angela Newton (020 7505 6700) 
Anna Robertson (020 7505 6700) 
Marketing executive 
Tara Ryan (0207505 6745} 
RubbtMng director 
Jonathan Stock (020 7505 6744) 
Managing director 
Ben Greenish (020 7506 6627)

1 wouldn’t be reporting this in quite so 
blithe a manner were it not for the fact that 
subscriptions are on the up and that the positive 
responses have for outnumbered the expressions

Regional sales managsrs 
Samuel Lau 1020 7505 6746)
Katie Deer (020 7605 6743) 
Account manager 
Brad Davies (020 7505 6706) 
Telesales manager 
Lucy Herdsman [020 7505 6873) 
Sanlor account sxecuUvs 
Robert Warnock (020 7505 6835) 
Account executive 
Gemma Knight (020 7505 6662) 
Group sales tnartager 
Midge Myatt (01902 851645) 
Commercial manager 
Malcolm Perryman (020 7505 6698) 
Business development manager 
Toby Redington (020 7505 6634) 
RecrvHment
Laura rilling (020 7505 6803)
Terry Roll (020 7505 6737) 
Advertisement production 
Leanda Holloway (020 7505 6741)

CONTRIBUTORS

Back issues: 01344 404 407

Barr, whose pdiotoqraphs are 
featured in the Btiildiiu] Sitidij 
OH pa^cs 21-17, (cadies at the 
Architectural Association and is 
itwkiiti} on numerous book projects

Richard Brown, whose uvrk appears 
in our SkeichbiU>k on pape S8. is a 
former architect and, in Tetiremeut, 
architectural adi'iser lUi 
da'ehpnient in Poole

Tom Mnirhead, who rancu'S the 
netc book on Jan de Gtvk on paqe 
45. is an architect and urbanist in 
Lemdon and teaches at Dc Montfort 
I'niix’rsitij, Leicester
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SUBSCRIBE
• GotOMww.ajplus.co.uk/subssignup;
• Call 0870 830 4959; or
• Email aj@subscription.co.uk
A £129 subscription (students £89) includes:
• TheAJ every Thursday:
• AJ Specification every month;
• Accessto www.ajplus.co.ukand 
WWW.aj specification.com;

• Six breaking stories in a daily email alert
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Every day three schools in the UK suffer an arson attack and up to 90% 
of major fires in schools are thought to be arson. The direct cost is over 
ElOOmillion with the additional disruption to the communityand 
children’s education.
Source: Arson Prevention Bureau

The time and place of arson attack cannot be predicted and fires can be started 
inside and outside school buildings. Therefore it is important that any insulated 
panel used for exterior walls offers the same fire protection for fires started 
inside or outside.



Fire protection the inside, 
the outside.Fire protection

SYMMETRICAL FIRE PROTECTION

There's simply no match from an arson attack
eurobond.co.uk

isolated wall panels with the LP51181 standard are tested for 
*e attack from the inside to the outside only. Some systems 
jve interior joints with mechanical fixings or metal flashing 
'er the joints - but nothing on the outside face. In other words, 
m-symmetrical construction that only offers tested fire 
otection for internal fire attack.

ENQUIRY 13 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajoirect

irobond insulated panels with Rockwool core offer 
mmetrical fire protection. That means it does not matter 
Mch side the fire attacks - the fire protection is the same. DELIVERING LOW RISK BUILDING SOLUTIONS



Stannah HE

PLATFORM LIFTS

The RIBA CPD accredited CEDIA Expo 
2006 can help improve your designs 
and transform the lifestyle of your 
clients and their families.

Over 150 leading brands
This specialist trade event presents a unique insight into 
the world of the smart home. It features an exhibition 
showcasing the latest technology innovations from over 
150 leading brands in the sector,

4-day education programme
Alongside the exhibition the extensive 
seminar programme covers a rar^ge of topics 
relating to the residential custom installation 

industry. Highlights on offer for architects, interior 
designers and other building specifiers is the RIBA CPD 
accredited course 'Designing Integrated Future-Ready 
Homes’ and a "Design Professional Forum' discussing 
the benefits of integrating modem electronic systems.

For further information visit: 
virww.cedia-expo.com or call +44 (0)1480 213744.

InclinedStairiser:
travel for straight or
curved stairways.
Choice of platform

sizes.
Your DDA arress 
problems solved

Meeting BS8300 
and Part M/'

Vertical travel 
up to 7m. Choice of 
finishes, cabin and 
platform sizes.

For your copy of the 
brochures contact Stannah

Midilift: CEDIA

EXPO
The European Home Technology Showcase & Training Event

Training I 19-22 June 2006 
Exhibition I 20-22 June 2006 
Location I ExCeL London

Stannah CEDIA UK Ltd. Unit 2, Phoenix Park, St Neots, Canribs PE198EP 
Tell+44(011480213744 Faxi+44(0)1480 213469 
Email I expoecedia.co.uk Web I www.cedia-expo.com

Telephone: 01264 339090
email: accessliftsales@stannah.co.uk

wwvtf.stannahaccesslifts.co.uk
ay.'

ENQUIRY 15 ON CARD 
www.ajplus.co.uk/AJDIRECrr

ENQUIRY 14 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



BREAKING NEWS DAILY / WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK

All the news you need frcwn the world 
of architecture breaks daily on www. 
ajplu8.co.uk. To get your news first 
activate your online subscription 
at www.ajplus.co.uk/activate 
For login details call 020 7505 8623

THURSDAY 1 JUNE
• The Prince of Wales wades into debate 

over development in Edinburgh city centre
• Wembley bosses warn stadium may not 

open in time for 200? FA Cup Final
• RTKLto restore Moscow's famous Soviet- 

era presidential offices in Red Square
• Spence Associates wins planning for 

extraordinary Stockton bridge (below)

FRIDAY 2 JUNE
• Big guns line up to condemn controversial 

plans to delist Commonwealth Institute
• Asplund's Stockholm library launches 
competition for massive extension project

• EDAW links up with Studio Egret West to 
win major Manchester scheme

• Masterplan for 2012 Olympics canoe 
course gets the green light

TUESDAY6JUNE
• Royal Mail issues first ever collection of stamps 
featuring modern architecture (below)

• Prescott attacked for 'muddled' water planning 
in Sustainable Communities

• Hong Kong howler leaves competition anonymity 
in tatters

• Vifioly commits to Britain despite heavy criticism 
of his ‘Colchester croissant’

MONDAY 5 JUNE
• Presidential campaign hots up with 

row over international membership
• MPs to be warned over Crossrail 

'sinking buildings’fears
• Judgement favours Multiplex in 

Wembley High Court battle
• Curtain raised on HLM Architects’ new 
theatre school In Guildford (above)

WEONESDAY7JUNE
• Shortlist unveiled to replace 

Snehetta & Spence’s doomed 
Turner Contemporary

• Twentieth Century Society 
in bid to stump Old Trafford 
cricket-ground expansion

• Major changes revealed as 
Olympics masterplan continues 
to evolve (see page 12)

• Kelly backs campaigners 
fighting Liverpool Pathfinder 
(see page 16)
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CONFERENCES

12th September 2006 / Cavendish Conference Centre, London, W1G

designing with renewable energy
Successfully incorporating renewable energy into the built environment

Featured speakers include:

Brian Wilson, Non-Executive Chairman. Airtricity 
Bill Dunster, Founder, ZedFactory
Alexandros N. Tombazis, Founder, Alexandros N. Tombazis and Associates 
Christer Nordstrom, Founder, Christer Nordstrom Architects 
Andy von Bradsky, Associate, PRP Architects 
Dr Sue Roaf, Professor, Oxford Brookes
Assen Gasharov, Consultant, Energy for Sustainable Development

To Register: Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001

Email: constructconferences@emap.com WWW.ajrenewableS.CO.Uk/aj
CnJIFIED



NEWS

POLICE ATTACK ALSOP’S PRISON PROPOSALS
Will Alsop’s ‘five-star’ prison concept scheme for 
Birmingham has been branded 'bloody obscene' by the 
police (a j plus 05.06.06). Paul Tonks, chairman of 
West Midlands Police Federation, lashed out at the scheme 
(right) which features tennis, football, swimming and bowls 
facilities. He said: 'Prison should be a place for people to 
be incarcerated. What incentive is there for people not to 
want to go back? I hope this scheme ends up in the 
shredder. It'e because of people like Alsop that we have 
the kind of society we have today.’

RIBA CANDIDATE PROVOKES FURY
Bi/ Ed Dorrell

The race to become the next 
president of the RIDA has 
finally sparked into life after 
the ‘outsider’ candidate risked 
the wrath of minority groups 
in architecture.

Single practitioner Peter 
Phillips - who is standing 
against Sunuiid Prasad unsi 
Valerie Owen in the presidential 
race - was attacked after 
vowing to cut off funding 
to groups aiming to increase 
the proportion of women 
and ethnic minorities in 
the profession.

The RIBA national 
councillor said he wanted 
to sever ties with Women in 
Architecture (WiA).the Society 
of Black Architects, student 
group Archaos. ond collective 
umbrella group Architects for 
Change (AtC).

The organisations, which 
are funded by the RIBA, have

slated I’hillips, who has 
previously infiiriated them 
with comments about the 
ability of women to design.

‘1 would wont links 
between these groups and the 
RIBA cut,’ Phillips told the AJ. 
‘I believe no pressure groups 
should have semi-statutory 
rights over council.'

He continued:‘I reolly do 
not see why they should have 
special access to council - 
more than other ordinary 
members.’

Phillips’ plans to cut otT 
these lobby groups do not, 
however, appear in his election 
manifesto.

Three years ago Phillips 
triggered a storm of protest 
when he told council that it 
was 'well known’ that wotnen 
are ‘not as spatially aw'ore as 
men’ and 'not as suited to the 
profession'.

The groups he wants 
to e.xile have attacked his 
comments.’He really needs 
to join the 21st century and 
reflect modern society,’ WiA 
chair Virginia Newman said.

‘It is sad that there ore 
still people around like him. 
However, 1 do not believe 
it reflects the profession as 
a whole,’ she added.

And AtC chair Helen 
Taylor said that the profession 
could not aftbrd to‘ignore these 
kinds of comments any more’.

’AfC believes that the 
manifestos should set out plans 
for engaging with diversity 
and equality issues.

‘Peter Phillips, however, 
believes that diversity issues, and 
more specifically AfC activities, 
should not be supported by the 
RIBA, and has actively tried to 
encourage others to adopt a 
similar view.’ Taylor added.

any
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AGENDA

GETTING IN SHAPE FOR 2012
Bij Ed Dorrell

are assessiny is the legacy. That 
will in the end prove to be by 
far the most important thing," 
the observer continued.

Among the more sensible 
changes is the decision to revisit 
the landscaping proposals. The 
new designs see the park stick 
far more closely to the existing 
topography, o move that has 
t\s’o defmite advantages — 
preserving the characteristics of 
the area and keeping the cost of 
the earth-moving process down.

Another ODA group 
member told the AJ that what 
was happening to the design 
was ‘sensible in the extreme’.

He said; ‘Of course the 
masterplan is not going to look 
exactly the same as when 
London won the bid; that 
would be daft,"

Before you dismiss these 
quotes as platitudes, it's worth 
considering thot the people on

the committee are serious 
players who are not going to 
buy into quango propaganda. 
Among them are Stuart Lipton, 
Richard Rogers. Higgins 
himself, members of the design 
team, CABE deputy chair Paul 
Finch, and many more.

Not a group to dismiss. And 
not one to suffer fools gladly,

So what does Higgins 
thinks? ‘Planning now is worth 
its weight in gold further down 
the track,’he says.‘This 
represents a major building 
block for the project, allowing 
us to move to the next stage - 
design and procurement of the 
different venues and securing 
planning permissions.

'When we say we want 
a culture of no white elephants 
we mean it. London 2012 will 
not simply be a sporting 
celebration,’ he added.

Hear hear.

There ore two ways of looking 
at the latest botch of changes 
to the Olympic masterplan: 
you could either claim that the 
Olympic mandarins are unable 
to first settle on a design and 
then run with it; or you could 
suggest that the people behind 
the push to 2012 are avoiding 
dogmatism by sensibly allowing 
the proposals to evolve.

It seems unfair to suggest 
anything other than the latter.

As one observer - and 
attendee at the recent Olympic 
Delivery Agency (ODA) design 
review meeting - pul it;‘I have 
become increasingly impressed 
by [ODA boss] David Higgins. 
He seems to completely 
understand what needs to 
be done and appreciates the 
importance of architecture and 
design in the process of building.

‘Of course we ore looking 
at the designs. Mostly what we

AJ 08.06.0f12



tUXCKNUY

WHAK

1. A visualisation of the original 
proposals for the 2012 Olympic 
development in east London
2. Site plan for the original masterplan
3. Revised masterplan site plan

FINE-TUNING THE LONDON OLYMPICS
The changes to the Olympic masterplan have been
agreed by all involved with the bid-winning designs
and will, according to the official line, result in no
cost increases or delays.
The most significant changes:
• there is to be a closer alliance between the 

landscaping and the existing topography of 
the whole Olympic Park area;

• the broadcast and media centre is moving from 
the Stratford City plot to a site at Hackney Wick 
in the north-west corner of the park;

• to accommodate the move of the media centre, 
the volleyball courts are moved off the site to Earl's 
Court in wast London;

• the temporary basketball courts are moved to a site 
north-west of the stadium;

• the fencing facilities are reduced to one hall rather 
than two and moved to a temporary site near 
Stratford City:

• the hockey pitches are moved to a site nearer the 
Olympic Village; and

• the cycling velodrome moves south of the A12 to 
make space for a new Paralympic tennis centre.

ACKNEY

TOWER HAMLETS

3.
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NEWS IN PICTURES

1.

MAKE POURS INNOVATION 
INTO WATER TOWER 
Make Architects has won the 
green light for this unusual 
scheme - the conversion of a 
disused 1930s water tower in 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 
into offices. The project will create 
around 2,200m^ of commercial 
space, nearly 400m’ of which will 
be housed in a three-storey glazed 
‘lantern’ on top of the 24m-tall 
tower. Overlooking the A14,the 
development also features a four- 
storey extension at the base of 
the original 10,000-tonne concrete 
structure, which was abandoned in 
the mid-1970s.The tower itself will 
become a new lift and stairwell.
As well as a geothermal heat pump 
and photovoltaic cells, the scheme 
boasts a 6kW wind turbine. Work 
is expected to start on site by the 
end of the year and is due to 
complete by early 2008.
By Richard Waite

1. Aerial view of the site
2. The three-storey glazed
‘lantern on top of the tower
will house commercial space
3. The proposed tower as seen
from the A14
4. Concept sketches

4.
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Whatever you design, we'll deliver.

LOWER RISK
BUILDING

INSURANCE

Elite Systems are incomparable simply because you
won't have to compromise.

Whether you’re considering the aesthetics of the
structure, the system's prerformance or its
sustainability credentials. Elite Systems can offer
you a angle source solution.

A complementary range of 5 roofing and 8 cladding
systems that uses tried and tested combinations of 
mineral wool insulation with steel and aluminium 
skins. Elite Systems allow you to deliver ^ur building 
envelope with complete confidence.

Specify EuiDdad Ekte Systems with Cons 
Coiorcoat HP5200* and Corus Cokxcoat 
pyisma* to ensure the long-term pefformance 
and appearsTKe of your building.

ICHITECTURAL
fabrications

with up to 30 years

g confidex
guarantee only from Corus 

for ultimate peace of mind

For more information, please call Kelly Caynor on 
02920 790722 or visit www.euroclad.comOF AND WALL

adding systems Everything's complete with Elite.ENQUIRY 18 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

ColorcoA, Confidex. HPS200 and Prisma are registered trademarics of Corus



AGENDA

Liverpool's Victorian 
Prescot Drive has been 
saved from demolition

KELLY’S NEW WAY FOR PATHFINDER
Bif Rkltiird Waite

be able ro make similar 
PROD applications to scupper 
Pathfinder programmes is 
unclear. Not every authority 
has bonked property like 
Liverpool.

But there have been 
other developments signalling 
a cooling of commitment to 
Pathfinder, fn Sandwell, 
Birmingham, there have been 
rumours that the government 
has withdrawn fiinding for the 
local scheme following criticism 
from the Audit Commission 
about the success of the 

progranune.
Elsewhere, a public inquiry 

is about to be launched into 
Bootle’s Bedford Rood/Qiieens 
Road Pathfinder area - a 
scheme understood not to 
have the blessing of CABE.

Perhops Kelly’s Liverpool 
decision morks the start of a 
new direction for Pathfinder?

Prescot Drive, a row of once- 
impressiveVictorian villas 
(pictured) overlooking the 
historic Newshain Park 
- houses thot have been 
deliberately left to stand 
derelict by the council for years.

Because the authority 
odmitted it had no immediate 
plons for the buildings, a group 
of local campaigners asked 
Kelly to make use of a little- 
known piece of legislation 
known as a PROD, or a Public 
Request to Order Disposal.

As a result of Kelly s 
decision, developers will be 
able to snap up each of these 
decaying hulks cmd renovate 
them. For the campaigners it 
was a major victory and will 
mean the‘demolition by stealth’ 
of the houses bos been averted.

Whether other worried 
residents in places like Dorwen, 
Lancashire, ond Gateshead will

continue with these housing- 
market-renewal initiatives even 
though there appeored to be no 
real political gain in doing so?

Earlier this week, the first 
signs emerged of a slight 
change in Kelly’s stance 
from that of her predecessor.

It was in Liverpool - where 
verbal wars have raged over 
Pathfinder projects in Edge 
Lane and Bootle - that critics

It isn’t really a surprise that 
the government’s Pathfinder 
programme has been so 
controversial.

The mass house-clearance 
and reftirbishment projects, 
mainly in the Midlands and 
Northern England, threaten 
to change the face of some 
areas beyond recognition.

Under John Prescott, head 
of the now-deflinct ODPM, 
any criticisms of the 
government’s proposals were 
played with a straight bat.

The ODPM insisted it 
knew what it was doing; that 
the schemes would go ahead 
and that they would succeed.

But as soon as Ruth Kelly 
took charge of the newly 
formed Deportment for 
Communities and Locol 
Government, stepping into the 
void left by Prescott, tongues 
started wagging.Would Kelly

of the government’s approach 
caught an unexpected glimpse 
of hope.

In a letter to Liverpool 
City Council, issued through 
the Government Office of the
North West, Kelly ordered the 
local authority to stop sitting 
on property which was to be 
demolished with Pathfinder 
cash and put it up for sale 
on the open market.

The property in question is 
the somewhat ironically named

AJ 08.06.0616



Corns Panels and Profiles corus

Inspirational!
Mix and Match systems
to provide the ultimate

in design flexibility
and creativity

Corus Panels and Profiles offer the architect
an unrivalled choice of proven roof & wall products
and systems.

Our new systems brochure contains valuable
Information to help you find the the right build
system to suit your requirements. Whether it be
compliance with current part L legislation,
Acoustic performance or LPC and FM Rre
performance, we have a system to suit
your needs.

We’ve worked out aB the detailing so you don’t
have to. If you need extra help with complex
prefects, our technical team is on hand to help.

And, for extra peace of mind, your building
can be covered by our Free Platinum

. yitoiiAity to CDWtfe bunding evelope for up

Corus Panels and Profiles Tel’ +44 (0) 1684 856600

Fax: +44(0) 1684 856601Sales and Technical Office, Severn Drive,
sales@coruspanelsandprofiles.co.ukTewkesbury Business Park, Tewkesbury.
technlcal@cofuspanelsandpfOfiles.coukGloucestershire GL20 8TX

IQUIRY19 0NCARD 
Iw.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect www.coruspanelsandprofiles.co.uk



NEWS IN PICTURES

1.

MODERNIST REVAMP FOR BUNGALOW
Reiach and Halt Architects has secured planning 
permission to dramatically rework a rather 
mundane 1970s Scottish bungalow into this 
striking Modernist house. Chapel Loan sits in 
the beautiful Esk Valley, near Edinburgh, and is 
the last house passed before reaching Rosslyn 
Chapel - featured in Dan Brown’s blockbuster 
novel The Da Vinci Code. The plan is to clad parts 
of the existing structure with glass to create ‘a 
crystalline object' in the landscape. The brief, 
for an unnamed client, involves adding a first floor 
to give extra space and exploit views of Rosslyn 
Chapel and the surrounding countryside.
A spokesman for Reiach and Hall Architects said: 
‘The [bungalow] is not built to contemporary 
standards and needs work to bring it up to 
scratch. Despite the poor quality of the built 
fabric, the existing plan is worthy of retention.’ 
Work on the £250,000 project begins this summer, 
with completion expected by the end of the year. 
By Clive Walker

2.

bungalow will 
to create a

1 & 2. The Edinburgh 
be reclad with glass 
‘crystalline object'
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Type A
For Concrete Tiles & SlatesHeight Restriction?

Ondutile Type B
Plain Double Lap Tiles

Tile & Slate Underlay System
Allows a complementary tile or slate roof to be fixed 

below the manufacturers minimum roof pitch, 
providing increased living space.

Lower your roof pitch, not your expectations
Onduline .netWWW

Suggested minimum pitch
Ondulint Building Products Limited 
162*184, Campden m Road. London. W8 7AS 
Tetephone: 020 7727 0533 Fax: 020 7792 1390 
E-mail: enquines@onduline.net

Interlocking concrete tiles:
Pantile, natural and fibre cement slates: ^73’

225=

125-

Plain double lap Ules:
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Lever handle 9911
sprung, polished brass, gloss chrome or nickel matt. Hfgrade

Higrade Hardware Lid., Unit 9. Manor Farm, Manor Road. Shurtock Row. Berkshire RQIO OPY 
Tel:+44 (0) 1753 866500 Fax:+44 (0) 1753 666550 E-mail: maHehigrade-CO.uk Web.www.higrade.co.uk

Also at: 902 Stanhope House. 734-736 Kings Road. North Point. Hong Kong 
Tel: (+652) 2911 0066 Fax: (+652) 2561 6950 E-mail, maiiehigrade.corn.hk Web wwwhigrade.com.tA
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NEWS IN PICTURES

1. The planned Aberdeen building, in the 
foreground, Mill contrast with its surroundings
2. The building's facade will be a greyish 
transparent colour
3 & 4. Aberdeen University’s extensive collection 
of ancient manuscripts and books will be housed 
in the new project
5. Practice Schmidt Hammer Lassen envisages 
a ‘distinct special sense of openness’

2.
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DANISH FIRM WRITES NEW CHAPTER 
These are the first images of what Danish 
practice Schmidt Hammer Lassen hopes will 
be its debut building in the UK. The Aarhus* 
based office has submitted the proposals for 
a new university library in Aberdeen. The firm, 
which is comparable in size to the Richard 
Rogers Partnership, has extensive credentials 
in the libraryfield, having designed the 1999 
Royal Library in Copenhagen.The Scottish 
project, described by Aberdeen University - 
founded in 1495 - as 'a library for our sixth 
century', will provide facilities for the entire 
13,500-strong student community, far exceeding 
the 5,000 students the current Queen Mother 
Library was built to accommodate. It will house 
the historic collections, comprising more than a 
quarter of a million ancient and priceless books 
and manuscripts, amassed by the university 
since its foundation. According to Morten 
Schmidt, a founding partner at the practice, 
the building form will be 'opposite to the 
crystals of the famous granite that surrounds it. 
It won't exactly be clear, but it will appear a sort 
of greyish transparent colour. Ail our buildings 
have a major distinct special sense of openness 
- using them is a democratic and open 
experience. We are working on the basis of 
Nordic functionality, we have a functional and 
simple way of looking at things.'
Bif Eti Dorrcli
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ASTRAGAL

5'Something like 
this might have 
been produced 
decades ago if 
Louis Kahn had 
dropped acid'
Jay Merrick on UN 
Studio’s Mercedes-Benz 
Museum. IndepctideiU, 
31.05.06

8

S
Mg

'For those who 
care about historic 
buildings, the 
Blair era is as 
depressing as 
amj period since 
the time of 
Macmillan'

rIX

DANCE MUSING
One of the dubious highlights 
of the recent Brighton Festival 
was a performance by the 
Ballet National de Marseille of 
Li Cite Radiense. This homage 
to Corb came complete with 
set designs by Dominic Perrault. 
desigtier of Baris’ Tres Grande 
Bibliotheque, who eschewed 
Corbusian concrete for more 
monageable mesh screens.This 
third collaboration by director 
Fr6d6rlc Ramand with a high- 
profde architect (the other two 
were Zaha Madid and Thom 
Mayne) did not, however, meet 
with unalloyed approval. As 
one critic wrote;‘The stage 
is sufficiently full of activity for 
the lack ofchoreogrophic shape 
to be less obvious.’ Bitchy.

SIMIAN SUPPORT
Lazy journalists - not tliat 
there are any of those at the 
Aj - have a habit. Astragal has 
noticed, of labelling developer 
Urban Splash as'iiber-trendy'. 
But there seems to be a growing 
dossier of evidence that Tom 
Bloxham and his acolytes have 
indeed reached that status.
New's has reached Astragal that 
chart-busting indie kids the 
Arctic Monkeys have begun to 
see it too; singer Alex Turner was 
photographed during a major 
gig in San Francisco sporting 
a T-shirt with the legend,‘I love 
you, will you marry me?’. The 
origin of said item of clothing? 
An Urban Splash campaign 
promoting its plans for the 
Park Hill estate in Sheffield, the 
Monkeys’ home town. And the 
legend? A famous bit of graffiti 
on one of the estate’s concrete 
walls. How cool?

to find out that the practice’s 
Selfridges store in Birmingham 
would be oppearing on the new 
Royal Mail 44p stamp.The 
building is one of six‘cutting- 
edge’ structures that have been 
selected to feature on the new 
range of stamps, which is being 
launched as a postal tie-in with 
Architecture Week (starting on 
16 June and running until 25 

June), Koplicky was particularly 
delighted to discover that hb 
project’s stamp is worth more 
than Foster’s Stirling Prize
winning Gherkin, which 
graces the 32p stamp. Perhaps 
surprisingly, Farrells’ massive 
aquarium building The Deep 
in Hull is given the most 
expensive tariff at a whopping 
72p. And apparently the Koyal 
Mail doesn’t have the capacity 
to carry anything with the 
postal equivalent of the Scottish 
Parliament...

‘Piloti’. PriiMte Eye, 
26.05.06

'In truth, we kind 
of want Zaha to 
act like Mariah 
Carey, and she 
docs not 
disappoint’
Hugh Pearnian. Sunday 
Times.O4.06.0f}

PHILATELY FUTTERY
Future Systems smiler Jan 
KapUcky was chuffed to bits
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The 2006 Edge Employer Awards.
Rewarding practical learning at work.

Theory is all very well. But there is no substitute for 

hands-on. real world experience. That's the principle 

behind the Edge Employer Awards. We believe in 

rewarding organisations that put practical learning - 

from apprenticeships and volunteering to work 

lacements and traineeships - at the heart of everything they do. And that 

leans you. Practice makes perfect (and £300,000). The winners will not

only set a shining example to their peers, they'll also 

walk away with a share of over £300,000 to reinvest in 

on-the-job development. Just imagine how far that 

could take your employees and your business. You'll 

also need to find a home for your Edge Employer 

Award - but that shouldn’t be a problem for a place 

with practical skills like yours, should it?

ENQUIRY 22 ON CARD
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Call 0800 980 3343 or visit www.edgeawards.co.uk to find out more.h« awards ttopky was desigaad by stadcstTlm Hayaas



LETTERS

TAKING DESIGN REVIEW TO THE REGIONS
In response to Selina Mason's letter ‘Local Authorities must ease 
pressure on CABE’ (AJ 25.05.06), many of us involved with CABE 
as reyional reps have been aware for some time oftlie pent-up 
demand for design review that is arising from the regions, let alone 
London. As chairman of Regeneration East Midlands (REM),
1 have established a comparable and compatible design review in 
the region (iticluding the South Midlands Growth Zone), similar 
to that in the South East. The 30 members, selected by on 
independent panel, are leaders in regional practices (with some 
coming from outside the region).

Led by Peter Stewart (ex-secretary ofCABE’s design 
review panel), the review ensures responses are insightful, 
considered and balanced. The panel has run successfully for nearly 
a year and, although busy, we welcome significant projects, large 
or small, referred by architects, clients or planning authorities 
anywhere in the East Midlands. (Projects of national significance 
cun still be referred to the CABE review panel.)

We encourage the local authority’s design champion 
and chair ot their planning committee to attend, along with 
their officer. So far feedback has been positive and several regional 
bodies are considering using the review panel to appraise tlie 
schemes they liind.

Other regions ore following suit, and hopefully then there 
will be sufficient forums to accommodate the increasing demand.

Anyone interested should apply in the first instance to 
the director ofOpiin (REM’s architecture centre).Janet Currie 
at janet(<i regeiierationem.co.uk 
Derek LiUiutm. cliairuhui, Retjeneration i-asf MiiUiuuis

The act defining the ARB's role gives no indication that 
the board should run its own CPD scheme. Particularly so when, 
as Alan Oane points out, the RIBA already has o scheme that 
is perfectly adequate.
George Finch, hij email

DON’T KNOCK THE COMMONWEALTH INSTITUTE
Your leader justifying the government’s bid to knock down 
the Commonwealth Institute (AJ 01.06.(M>) was off target.

Important buildings that are unpopular, that leak or, 
perhaps most of all. that occupy valuable development sites, 
are precisely the ones that are most in need of protection.

The system already allows buildings to be delisted if 
that status is no longer justified, and it is less than a year since the 
DCMS pronounced that the coiulitions for this to happen were not 
satisfied. Wliat the Government is proposing, in order to get around 
the awkward facts of the case, is an abuse of power - a dodgy 
wheeze to suit the interests of influential friends.

1 enjoyed the article about the Weissenhofsiedlung. 
though. Lucky it wasn’t built in Kensington.
Peter Steteart, Peter Sfeimn Constilianaj, Lemdeni

LISTING SYSTEM MUST NOT BE IGNORED
Surely Isabel Allen hasn’t taken her editorial line from the DCMS 
(AJ Ol.fKi.06)? We in the Twentieth Century Society have been 
struck by how many people are rather fond of the Commonwealth 
Institute - but that is not the point.

Listing is an index of architectural oiid/or historical 
importance, regardless of whether the roof leaks, and the 
correctness of the Institute’s listing (or the basic soundness of its 
construction) has not been seriously disputed.

There is already a perfectly adequate system for deciding 
if demolishing a listed building can be justified bg its intrinsic flaws; 
it is called a public inquiry (and we can only assume that the 
Institute's trustees do not care to foUow the normal procedures 
in cose they lose the argument). As Ed Dorrell rightly remarks 
on another page, the nefarious legislation being proposed bg 
government ministers could jeopardise the entire listing system’.

For if svorthy aims ore allowed to override the listing 
system in favour of realising maximum profit, no historic building 
owned by charitable trustees — whether the Commonwealth 
Institute or, say, an almshouse by Wren - will be safe. Where we 
agree with Isobel Allen is when she says that the government is 
demonstrating ‘a lofty disregard for procedure or precedent’- 
but wc are all getting used to that, in this as in other spheres.
Giirm SfrtiM/i, chairman, Tu-entieth Cetutmj Society

THE ARB IS CONFUSING THE ISSUE OF CPD
1 was interested to read the letter from Alan Crane describing the 
ARB’s close working with the RIBA (AJ 25.U5.06). I am reassured 
os I had had a somew'hac different understanding ot the 
relationship based on my recent reading on the subject. But 
there seems to be a basic confusion here between ‘competence 
to practise' and COD.

The RIBA scheme for CPD is an important element 
in maintaining an architect’s competence in that it formalises 
the necessary business of keeping up to date, but it is only part 
of the overall concept of professional competence.

In a recent press release the ARB stated that it ‘wished 
to have a scheme that not only provided protection to the pubhc, 
but was also practical and workable and mode the least possible 
demands on the profession’. And its recommended option for 
monitoring competence stated that ‘applying for retention on 
the register would be deemed by ARB as confirmation that 
competence had been maintained in the previous year’.

Fine. I don’t think any ot us w'ould have a problem with 
that. So why is the ARB now talking of running its own CPD 
scheme, duplicating that of the RIBA?

Please address letters to: The Editor, Tlte Architects'Jotmial, 15 J Rosehertj 
Avenue, London ECIR 4CB, fiVC 020 7505 670/, or email anyela. 
neuton@cniap.com to arrive by lOam on the Monday before publication. 
The Architects'Journal reserivs the riyht to edit letters.
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The extended Priora range
If Henry Ford had been commenting on sustainable urban drainage he might have 
said "You can have any colour you like as long as it's grey" With more and more 
projects requiring a SUDS solution, you need a less monochromatic approach.

Enter the new, extended Priora range:
• Tegula Priora, with the traditional aesthetic qualities ofTegula
• Mistral Priora, with the modern aesthetic appeal of Mistral
• Olde Priora, with an authentic rustic look

More colours. More block sizes. With new Priora there are now many more ways to 
create inspiring landscapes that incorporate this innovative SUDS solution.

ENQUIRY 23 ON CARD
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Priora is just one of the surface drainage solutions provided by 
Marshalls Water Management. It's one of the more colourful ones.

For your FREE Priora swatch book, call Marshalls0870 241 4725
wofer manogemenf

Transforming Britain's Landscapes
PAFU06A

or visit the new, interactive, Priora site at 
www.marshalls.co.uk/priora



safe^
FIRE & RISK ENGINEERING
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Developing tailored fire strategies that increase safety, 
add value and allow flexibility in your design

Safe Consulting Limited
FIRE & RISK ENGINEERING

To see how your project can benefit from SAFE contact:

Alex Soitynski
+44 (0) 20 7631 5300
alex.soltynski@safe.eu.com London Glasgow Manchester Dubai

www.safe.eu.com

ENQUIRY 24 ON CARD 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

intelligence
insight
innovation.

Total Commitment to 
Service and Quality

• Large format printing 
& CAD service

• High speed colour 
and black & white

• Scanning and 
archiving

• Litho printing

• Trade sets undertaken

• Accredited 
O.S. reseller

• Digital press

• Exhibition displays

FREE COLLECTION 
6 DELIVERY 

SERVICE AVAILABLE

Image is everything
READING Unit One, 8 Portman Road. 

Reading. RG30 1EA
Tel : 01189596655 Fax; 0118 9574871 

E-mail. jnfoOpr1nt-room.co.uk

SLOUGH 22b Buckingham Avenue, 
Slough, SL1 4QA

Tel: 01753 516161 Fax 01753 516216 
E-mail; slough@phnt-room.co.uk

www.print-room.co.uk

14 44

75 VAN FLEET COVERING 
BERKSHIRE. HAMPSHIRE 
& SOUTH OXfORSHIRE CONFERENCES

www.ajplus.co.uk/events
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ARCHITYPE/
GENESIS

1. The cob-block wall is part exposed to show underlying construction 
and part-finished in a wax-polished earth plaster



BUILDING STUDY

CONVENTIONAL CLOTHES 
WONT HIDE THE RADICAL 
TECHNOLOGY FROM 
PEOPLE IN THE INDUSTRY
Bij Barrie Hums. bij Sue Btvr

For Genesis* own clients - principally deputy college 
principal Jo Matthews and head of construction Ian Moore, 
now the enthusiastic director of Genesis - a building was olways 
on the agenda. But the brief was very open, seeking an exploration 
of what might be an appropriate built facility. So when Moore 
says, as he frequently does, that his ‘expectations have been far 
exceeded by the building*, these expectations were as much about 
the architect’s ability to develop the brief as to deliver a building.

Genesis was procured through a competition, beginning 
with nine local(ish) architects, reduced to a shortlist of three;
Feilden Clegg Bradley, Gale & Snowden, and Architype, which 
won in 20<)2. The final competition presentations, intended in part 
as information-sharing, had the three teams sitting in on each 
others’ presentations. These were voted on by some 40 stakeholders.

For such an initially fluid project it is uncanny how 
similar to the initial competition sketches Architype’s finished 
building is; core ideas have been carried thraugh. Various 
sustainable construction technologies are represented - ones 
that are felt suitable to join the industry’s mainstream. These 
are expressed in a central main pavilion (called the steel pavilion 
- though timber and glass set the tone), with four smaUer 
surrounding, interlocked pavilions, respectively of earth, fired-clay 
blocks, straw bales and timber. Another belief held ftom early on, 
informed by client/designer visits to a range of sustainable projects, 
was that the architecture should look crisp rather than hairy or 
makeshift; it should look, potentially, mainstream.

Architiipe established in the mid-1980s, with earlif projeets that 
included u with [Valter Seeja! an self-huild housing in
Li’HT.didNi, sonih-ca.u London. Comtniiied to <i soriii/fi/ and eiwironnientalhj 
responsible architeciiire, the practice luis u\'>rked in the health, education and 
honsitii] sectors, winning u CmcTrnsi Environment Anwd in 2001 Jor its 
self-build homes for the Hedgehog Housing Co-op. Brighton.

Genesis is an idea first, a building second; it is this that shaped 
the procurement process. The aim of Cienesis is to ‘explain, explore 
and evaluate ciitting-edge thinking in sustainable construction by 
introducing the use of sustainable materials into the mainstream 
of the construction industry* - at least regionally. Even so, this is 
a serious ambition for Somerset College of Arts andTechnology 
in Taunton.

It is also an ambition thot, on the face of it, doesn’t 
necessarily need a building, an option worth taking seriously 
following the demise of Yorkshire’s Earth Centre. Certainly the 
Earth Centre’s large scale and theme-park aspects are missing here. 
But the parallels are stronger than might be expected, since despite 
its campus location, Genesis is not funded by the DIES but by the 
Southwest of Englond Regional Development Authority and the 
Learning and Skills Council. As a result it has to pay its ow’ii way 
by running courses, visits and exhibitions and hiring out the space 
to u range of audiences including schools, tradesmen, professional 
CFD participants, clients and householders, for conferences and 
other events.
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KEY
1. STEEL PAVILION; MAIN SPACE WITH GLASS 

WALLS AND FLOATING ROOf(PAOE 29)
2. STRAW PAVILION: THREE SEMINAR ROOMS WITH 

STRAW BALE WALLS AND SEDUN ROOF[PAQE 3B)
3. CLAY PAVILION: 50-SEAT LECTURE THEATRE 

WITH SOLID WALL CONSTRUCTION CF CELLUUR 
FIRED-CLAY BLOCKS (PAGE 31)

A. TIMBER PAVILION: FOUR OFFICES BUILT FROM 
PREFABRICATED TIMBER PANELS INSULATED 
ON SITE HITM RECYCLED NEWSPAPER AND CLAD 
IN CEDAR BOARDING (PAGE 32)

S. EARTH PAVILION: TO HOUSE SHOP SELLING 
GREEN PRODUCTS AND SUSTAINABILITY 
DOCUMENTATION. ITS HALLS USE THREE 
DIFFERENT UNFIREO EARTH TECHNOLOGIES; 
COB, COB BLOCKS AND RAMMED EARTH.
IT HAS A 'BROWN ROOF’ OF RUBBLE 
AS A GROWING HEDIUN(PAGE 33)

d)2S*2. Plan

As you approach the building's main entrance, the 
solid smaller flanking pavilions point inwards, emphasising tlie 
transparent central space with its glass walls and floating roof.
Two rows of CHS colunuis run the length of the main pavilion 
and beyond, to the rear, the floating roof extends to become u 
canopy for sheltered outdoor working. Cost-cutting prevented the 
realisotion of a central spinal rooflight to this main pavilion roof; 
however, the resulting, simpler legibility of the plain sofl'it is a visual

breaking in through the glazed wall in a plethora of difficult 
but calm, well-handled detailing. The overall effect is a bit busy - 
as yon would expect with five different construction technologies 
coming together - but as such it is there to be seen and not 
subsumed into some broader architectural agenda.

The first three pavilions each have a small cutaway 
within the main pavilion, showing their wall build-up. In the 
earth pavilion the cob and the rammed-curth, linseed oil-finished 
walls are exposed us the interior finish; the cob-block wall is made 
of part-exposed blocks (to show underlying construction), part- 
finished in a wax-polished earth plaster. It’s a beautiful surface 
- everyone was looking at it. Yet it also evokes some sense of 
contradiction in this building, which on the surface looks otherwise 
conventional - there ore some varying render and plaster effects 
plus timber lining boards, but at a glance nothing unusual.
Beneath these surfaces the base building technologies ore much 
more rodicul. If these conventional surfaces aim to reassure 
potential occupiers that sustainable buildings can be made to 
look like any other, they succeed. But these conventional clothes 
wxm’t hide the radical underlying technology fioni people in the 
industry; they will see right through them. So why not be more 
daring with surfaces too? (Of course, GeiiL*sis might still; surfoces 
could be remade in future to look a bit less mainstream.)

While construction varies from pavilion to pavilion, some 
systems are common. For example a 37kW biomass boiler drives 
underfloor heating, which can be fed with a variety of timber fuels

iinpravement.
A cost battle which was won resulted in the use of the

elegant timber-finned curtain-walling system, which won out 
over a cheaper, standard metal system. This would have completely 
changed the atmosphere of the main space, wliich is open and 
relaxed, not pinched on quality like so many education buildings. 
The client found the extra money.

On entering the main space you are confronted by 
un oval, blue-painted ‘water pavilion’ housing WCs that acts as 
a demonstration of woier conservation, with air-flush waterless 
urinals and Corian-like basin surround-s made from recycled 
yoghurt pots. But this is simply a studwork enclosure, not a 
construction demonstration. It is questionable whether it sliould 
hove been a pavilion ut all. as it compromises the clarity of the 
main space. Only when you move beyond this area does the 

main space open up.
Whot is not in doubt here is the success of linking the 

pavilions into the main space. Each is like un exhibit in a gallery.

\J 08.06.06 29
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3. The north, south, west and east elevations are linked by a single space

learn. The more radically different work, such as the rammed earth 
and straw bale, came from specialists as subcontractor packages, 
and the architect sat in on subcontractor interviews. D B Russell’s 
managing director. Paul Keitipton, sees these technologies as too 
expensive to take up currently if cost is the only measure, but the 
cob blocks particularly were straightforward and the straw bale 
simpler than expected {see also avf pjr^f .Ji).

The building has come together and everyone is giving 
each other a justihed pot on the back for getting this far. But 
sustainability is very much about the longer term. As to whether 
Genesis will succeed, you can only wish it well. In durability, it 
should be able to prove itself In flexibility, what is the future? 
Director Ian Moore said he would be happy if this building 
became a victim of its own success; if the now-radical construction 
technologies joined the mainstream; and if in a few years’ time 
some of the pavilions were dismontled, recycled and replaced 
with more radical technologies. The building’s mixed architecture 
provides for that aspirotion.

such as pellets and chips, as well as using sawdust and shavings 
wcrste from the college workshops. Roofs drain into a continuous 
open U-plan channel along the south, west and north sides of the 
main pavilion, running under the four side-pavilions as part of a 
SUDS (sustainable urban drainage system). This channel is stepped 
in section with the upper level, to be planted with reeds. Much of 
the water is expected to be lost by evaporation, but there is also 
a weir on the north side draining into a gravel bed, and if this 
becomes overcharged, water runs to the campus drainage system. 
On the roof, evacuaied-tube solar collectors will preheat water 
(little is needed in this building), and a row of photovoltaic panels 
provides electrical contribution and a renewables demonstration. 
The single-storey building is naturally ventilated by opening 
windows, although there are also discreet wind-catching units 
on the lecture theatre roof There is no grey-water recycling - 
Architype feels that for a smallish building such as this, the 
equipntent and energy costs of collecting the water and pumping 
it up to tanks would outweigh the other benefits.

Building this mix of construction technologies was 
inevitably complex and un extended period, some 15 months, 
was allowed for it. The main contractor, D B Russell Construction, 
was selected for value, experience and willingness to engage with 
the strangeness of it all. Site agent Mike Preston began as a sceptic, 
but has since, he says, become an advocate.

Some work, such as laying the cob blocks and the timber 
framing, was something different for conventional tradesmen to

AJ 08.06.0630



STEEL PAVILION (MAIN SPACE)
This has a concrete floor. Limecrete 
(cement substitution) was considered, 
but the greater amount of lime needed 
to provide the required strength wouldn't 
have given much embodied energy 
benefit. The nine pairs of 4.5m-high steel 
CHS columns are founded on vibrated 
stone columns using 450 tonnes of 
rubble from the basic masonry barn that 
stood on the site. (Of the shortlisted 
designs, only Gale & Snowden proposed 
reusing the barn.) The sway frame's lack 
of bracing maximises flexible use of the 
space. Frame joints are all bolted for 
ease of future frame reuse/recycling.
The curtain walling is of proprietary LVL 
fins with external aluminium cappings. 
There is no shading to the south, but 
then with the earth and straw pavilions 
along that side, solar exposure isn’t that 
great.The floor finish is Marmoleum 
(a greener lino).

4. An elegant timber-finned 
curtain-walling system defines 
the boundaries of the main space
5. The steel pavilion is the 
main space which links the 
disparate parts

6. Plan detail where main pavilion's timber-fin 
curtain wall meets the timber pavilion
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7. Straw bale and stud construction
8. A cutaway shows the straw balesA«! /»V
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STRAW PAVILION (SEMINAR ROOMS) 
Both this and the earth pavilion follow the 
old adage that when you build a wall of such 
natural materials it needs 'a good hat and 
boots'. They have bases of concrete block, 
though not pitched roofs. The straw pavilion's 
roof build-up - structure, insulation, sedum 
green roof - is articulated by a boarded edge 
with a very deep aluminium flashing to throw 
water clear of the lime-rendered walls. The 
structure is a timber and straw hybrid, using 
the load-bearing capacity of the bales while 
ensuring movement is controlled at the 
interfaces with the main pavilion curtain wall. 
Bales of local wheat straw (U = 0.t3W/m^KJ 
were laid in stretcher bond and pinned with 
hazel rods, then precompressed with straps 
while the roof was added. Internal timber 
studs were used to provide the exact final 
wall perimeter dimensions, in case the bales 
should shrink further. (There are 40 probes in 
the bale walls to monitor moisture profiles.)
A pump-action machine was used to force in 
the external render to ensure a strong key. 
Some of the interior surfaces are finished with 
a quite heavily textured lime plaster. Others, 
including the external wall within the main 
pavilion, are finished in flaxboard - a 
smooth-surfaced sheet.
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9. Straw-bale wall with a ‘good hat and boots’

AJ 08.06.0i32



10. 12.

10 & 11. The first layer must 
be precisely level. After that, 
blocklaying is simple 
12. The clay pavilion; the 
architecture is designed to look 
‘crisp’ and potentially mainstream 
rather than hairy or makeshift
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■"■rt CLAY PAVILION (LECTURE THEATRE)
Cellular fired clay blocks - Ziegel blocks 
from Germany (U = 0.31 W/m*K) - are precise 
enough to be laid thin-bed and have no 
mortar in the perpends, though there is 
some mechanical interlock.They provide 
a straightforward single-leaf wall, without 
cavity or added insulation layer. The external 
lime render is a proprietary sprayed system 
applied by Ziegel. With the longer spans of 
this 50-seat (In bent ply) theatre, the roof is 
supported on Glulam beams. The roof finish 
is a stngle-ply membrane (sedum was cost- 
cut here and for the timber pavilion). Discreet 
wind catchers and the heavyweight walling 
are so far keeping room temperature well 
under control. A clay plaster (Claytec) was 
used on the exterior within the main pavilion, 
but was felt to be too soft for the lecture 
theatre interior itself and lime plaster has 
been used there.
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13. Proprietary clay blocks and sprayed render system
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\ 15.

14. Insulating with recylcled 
newsprint
15. The timber pavilion is 
clad with cedar from the Forest 
of Dean
16. Specially developed single- 
nail fixing for green boards. The 
board head is squashed (clamped] 
in place, so it can move
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TIMBER PAVILION (OFFICES)
Prefabricated timber framing was 
site-insulated with recycled newspaper 
(Warmcetl) (for separated stud 
construction,!) “ 0.167W/m*K). This is 
the super-insulated, lighter-weight, faster 
response pavilion. The interior finishes 
are either plaster or, on the interiors of 
the external walls, birch-faced ply. It's an 
odd effect in rooms and corridor, even 
when you have worked out the logic. 
Overall it is breathing-wall construction, 
something Architype has developed. The 
timber-board cladding detail (developed 
with the Timber Research and 
Development Association) is an 
interesting one, coping with red cedar 
boards which were cut six weeks before 
installation in the Forest of Dean, and so 
will undergo considerable moisture 
movement. A specially profiled batten 
allows one-nail fixing; the process of 
nailing through board and batten pushing 
this batten against the head of the board 
below, holding it by friction at that point, 
so it can move (see detail, left}.
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EARTH PAVILION (SHOP)
This pavilion is open fronted, its three other 
walls demonstrating three different unfired* 
earth constructions. (These walls don’t meet 
at the pavilion corners, providing a challenge 
for the engineer^ The cob (earth and straw) 
block wall (U = 0.23W/m*K with external 
insulation) uses earth from withir> 10 miles. 
Blocks are hairy (which is good for keying 
plaster), part left exposed for demonstration, 
part finished with an earth plaster reinforced 
with llama hair, with a polished wax finish. 
The cob wall (U s 0.21 W/m’K with external 
insulation) was built up in lifts of around 
800mm without shuttering, by forking on 
the mix and treading it, then trimming the 
SOOmm-thick wall as it dried, a process 
which can produce relatively sharp arrises. 
This has been (eft exposed. The work was 
done between the main contractor and artists 
Jackie Abbey and Jill Smallcombe (whose 
work includes the cob bus shelters at the 
Eden project). Here the earth was subsoil 
from the foundations plus straw and a sharp 
sand. The third wall Is rammed earth (U s 
0.23W/m^K with external insulation) formed 
within steel shutters, without straw and a 
drier mix. It has been finished with linseed 
oil. The contractor had to wait for some 
differential shrinkage before trimming the 
three walls to height for building the roof.
Roof insulation is a recycled cotton quilt - 
blue from its content of denim, imported from 
the US, but expected to be available shortly 
from Sheffield Insulations. The construction 
is a cold roof and there are slots on the 
parapet on two sides to ventilate the roof 
construction. Roof finish is a ‘brown roof’ 
comprising 6.5 tonnes of building rubble, 
a poor growing medium but one that tends 
to lead to greater species diversity in time.

17 & IB. Building up the mass cob wall

!/

A. »

J;
( 1 ? ’

■«* 4, A f-ti/if//)

'r'-' f>> e tvotntu
Tpr.-e.

r

JOOmn^
TJ/\ ) 'i I

;r
pMs/’<r

t^/'A //

>

■ ~rn,
•-T,

1-[a ... J__ ‘ /frta »r7 /tiUtn pt*^ 
J9frf/r> /M/y

p/9Cf

pH.j
ZCC^rrt>*‘ ceP/
200, se> /•fi/'S

‘ r

19. Cob-block wall with a brown roof of rubble
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Credits

Suppliers
Leaure ihealre cmivd-plij setiiinq Nortek Educational Furniture; 
rcnj{led-de»int insulatiou limo-therin by Recovery Insulation; 
uvod-fihre (xternal iri5n/.ifinH Favatex Diffuthenn by Natural 
Building Technologies; strau' bales local funner, supplied via 
DCRS; rectfcled-phtstk uvrkiop Sinile Plastic; sanitartfuvre IFO 
low water-use toilets and air-flush urinals by Green Building 
Store; /)ioHi<fss boiler Reso wood-burning boiler by Teisen 
Products; limber glazed airtaiii u’alling Seufert-Niklaus; high 
performance timber windows Sashless Window Co; roojiight 
Glazing Vision by Flushglaze; paints Green Points. Holkhain 
Linseed Paint; fzartliBorn claijpaintsThc Green Shop; mineral 
emulsion paint Keijn Mineral Paints; dag plaster Construction 
Resources; cdrt/r phister hand-mixed by Abbey Sinallcombe; 
photowhaics Solar Century; cob blocks Sam Owen; external lime 
render sijstetns to earth and clay pavilion Bayosan by NBT, 
Limetec by Ziegel UK; external lime render to straw pavilion 
traditional hand-mixed by DCRS; limber FSC timber and UK 
cedar by Woodstock; lining boards Panelvent, Paneline, Linopan 
flux board by Panel Agency; carpet Renewal Carpet Tiles; lino 
flooring Marntoleum; airtightness seals and Pro Clima vapour cheek 
Fillcrete; permeable paving Charcoal Aquapave blocks by 
Fonupave; galiM/iised-steel rainwater goods downpipes by Lindob, 
hoppers by Cotteswold Roofmy Systems; glulam l>eams 
Lumisell; engineered timber joists TJl by Williams and Farmer; 
natural ivntilation units Mondraught

Tender date 
March 2004 
Start on site date 
October 2(N)4 
Contract duration 
15 months
Gross internal floor area 
633nr
Total project cost
X;i.575,0(HI
Type of contract
GC/Works/1 with Quantities
Client
Somerset College of Arts and Technology 
Architect
Architype: Leali Dempsey.Jonathan Hines,
Howaal Meodoweroft, Jomes Todd 
Project manager, quantity surveyor 
Nisbet
Planning supervisor
Nisbet Project Safety
Structural engineer
Whitbybird
Services engineer
Tandy Building Services
Landscape architect
Robert Bray Associates
Main contractor
D B Russell Construction
Specialist Consultants
Elemental Solutions, Bath University.
Energy and Enviroiunental Design
Specialist pavilion subcontractors
3/iiis Abbey Smallcombe; rammed earth Pioneer
Environmental Building Company; straw bale Dorset Centre
for Rural Skills; clay blocks Ziegel UK; timber FrumeWise
Subcontractors
Joinery/carpentrtf Kut Carpentry: <;r0H»d«w/es M&M 
Contractors; steel sinictiire Melluiish and Baiemaii; M&E 
sulvontraciors Mitie Engineering Services South West: roof 
membrane C'otteswold Roofing Systems; external handrails/ramps 
Touinon Fabrications; sednm and brown roof: Blackdown 
Horticultural Consultants; IVarmcell insulation Pen-y-coed 
Construction and Insulation: SUDs pond /mcr AquoHne 
Instollations; ,S( i /itmilim SEL Environinemal; df«io//»oH
Weaver Demolition; I’lfro piling Pennine Scaffolding; R.4A/ 
screed 11 A Bolton; hlockwodi Lyng construction; landseaping 
Porsons Landscaping; siirveijing/setting out Lundsdown 
Surveys; shutter HAG;fall arrest HCL; rronmonijrn/Taunton 
Lock and Safe
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Costs Cost summary

PAVILION WALL COSTS
Daro for actual wall constructions including iiisuluriun where 
appropriate; internal and external finishes; but excluding 
scaffolding, preliminaries, overheads, profit, etc.

Cost data provided by Nisbet 
area, based on final account

for gross internal

Cost per m' (£) % of 
total

Wall construction 
Fired-clay blocks 
Straw bale 
Timber
Unfired earth -- cob blocks 
Main pavilion curtain walling 
Unfired earth - rammed earth 
Unfired earth -- cob

Cost (£/m*)
220 DEMOLITIONS

SUBSTRUCTURE
SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame
Roofs
External walls 
Windows and external doors 
Internal walls and partitions 
Internal doors 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

42.07
245.71

1.69
9.B8250

280
350 91.02 

313.16 
532.73
70.05
20.85
22.03 

1,049.84

3.66
12.59
21.41
2.82
0.84
0.89

42.21

400
450
500

INTERNAL FINISHES 
Wall finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL 
FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

14.63
140.98
18.98

174.59
14.37

0.58
5.67
0.76
7.01
0.58

SERVICES
Sanitary appliances, disposal 
installations/public health 
Mechanical installations 
Electrical installations 
Builders' work in connection 
with services 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

5.70
173.03
157.65

0.23
6.95
6.33

23.03
359.41

0.93
14.44

EXTERNAL WORKS 
Drainage
External services 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

306.80
33.03
17.14

356.97

12.33 
1.32 
0.69

14.34

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCE 245.18 9.65

TOTAL 2,488.14 100.00

AJ 08.06.06 37



ENQUIRY 26 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



TECHNICAL & PRACTICE

THE ROOF ITSELF 
IS TREATED AS A 
LIGHT OBJECT
Bif Austin IVilfiaiiis

The Berlin Olympiastadion, designed by Werner March and most 
toinous for US athlete Jesse Owens’ Nuzi-bashing gold medal 
performances in the 1936 Olympics, has been renovated at a cost 
of 245 million euros million) and is being relaunched os
part of ‘the first “climate neutral” FIFA World Cup". Under the 
banner of the ‘Green Goal’ the World Cup organisers have set 
numerous targets for waste recycling: minimising privote 
transportation to the venue; and reducing energy and water 
use. With the global football tournament scheduled to generate 
100,OfK) tonnes ofCO^ solely through the transport emissions of 
the 3 million people attending, the neutralisers are certainly going 
to has’e their work cut out this sunmier.

Pesigned by architect von Gerkan, Marg + Partner, 
the upgraded and modernised stadium is ready for the start 
of the World Cup this week (Friday 9 June). The redesign of the 
architectural landmark incorporates u new 40ni-high roof, which 
spans 6Sm over the terraced seoting and is supported on just 20 
columns, giving the venue a sense of enclosure, although the 
translucent roof membrane ensures that it retains the feel of an 
open-air stadium. In place of the previous 5(M) floodlights, the 
new design uses only 310. Instead of the traditional pole-mounred 
floodlighting system, which frequently gives out us much light to 
the surrounding night sky as it does to the playing suridce - and 
hence operates on an extremely inefficient basis — these light 
fittings hove been designed for maximum efficiency in terms of 
direction, energy used and system management. Thei) have also

been integrated subtly into the soffit of the cantilevered-steel 
roof canopy.

In most stadia, floodlighting is the biggest source of 
energy consumption, with FIFA requirements stipulating that 
‘the whole pitch (bej evenly lit to ot least 1,500 lu.x. An emergency 
power generator will also be available which, in the event of a 
power failure, guarantees at least two-thirds of the aforementioned 
intensity of light for the whole pitch'.

The new floodlighting, which consists of2,0(K)W metal 
halide lamps, offers significant improvements over the previous 
system. Narrow-beam rather than vvide-beom bulbs are now being 
used, and they are positioned at a lower angle than the old lights, 
which were on towers, with the result that there arc no shadows
cost by the players. This is less distracting tor the players and also 
enables better viewing both for spectators in the stadium and on 
television. The lights are designed so that the field is illuminated 
while the stands remain dark, as in a theatre — a new approach 
to football viewing.

Fielmut Angerer, of lighting designer Conceptlicht. 
explains that bespoke square floodlights were used because they 
arc more ‘visually silent' than traditional round fittings. In order 
to reduce the glare from the floodlights for spectators in the 
stadium. Conceptlicht developed a light ring of opal glass, which 
parallels the floodlights oiid delineates the edge of the stadium 
roof. Fitted with fluorescent tubes whose milky light softens the 
contrast betsveen the floodlights and the dork night sky, this ‘ring
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1. Interior view of
the refurbished stadium, 
showing floodlights 
recessed with roof canopy
2. Section of stadium, 
showing the angular range of 
the narrow-beam floodlights

1.

complemented by ‘ion’ in the form of‘acoustic effects’, whereby 
the light will be responsive to the sounds‘in order to create more 
ofmosphere and excitement in the stadium.' After working the 
crowd into a stroboscopic frenzy, Zumtobel Staff, the lighting 
implementation partner, suggests that the Liixmate control 
technology can be adjusted so that more intense light con be 
directed onto particular areas of the stands to identity problems. 
Similarly, the lighting pixels can be programmed to lead people 
to sofety through vaguely subliminal light patterns, intensity and 
colour palette.

of fire’, as it has been nicknamed, visually reinforces the oval form 
of the stadium. Finally, the use of recessed floodlights, rather than 
lights on masts, reduces ambient light pollution from the stadium 
to the surrounding area.

The roof itself has been treated as a light object, and the 
lighting for the terraces and for the roof itself is located between 
the roof’s upper weatherproof membrane and the lower membrane, 
which is made of u highly translucent open-weave fibreglass fabric. 
Interior lighting for the stadium is achieved by continuous lighting 
tubes located on the radial truss structure, which uplight the 
interior of the membrane, and the reflected light illuminates 
the stands. These lights can be adjusted to change the luminosity 
of the roof membrane. The illuminated roof is a dramatic visual 
feature of the stadium redesign.

Some 4,2<K) luminaires have been fitted with dimmuble 
electronic ballasts, all controlled from a centralised DALI standard 
intelligent stadium-management system. This arrangement of 
Lu.xmate luminaires is organised in separate groups of four to 
operate os a pixelated unit, so that the various colours, intensities 
and shopes created by the lights can be drawn across a given roof 
urea by altering one of the adjustable variables in each pixel and 
the adjacent pixels.

The operation of the roof lighting can be managed so 
that when a goal is scored, the lights can be programmed to flash 
and dim in sequence to create a Mexican wave of light. As if the 
World Cup isn’t exciting enough, this 'lumihe show is to be

The refurbished stadium has almost doubled tire number
of seats from the original 1930s arena to 76,000, but still manages 
to create an intimate atmosphere in most points around its 
16,0(Kinr central area. In the course of the redesign, the playing 
field was lowered by 2.65m and the lower tier of seoting in the 
stadium was rebuilt at an improved inclination to modern sightliiie 
requirements. The designers are adamant however that at no point 
in the areno will spectators be ‘blinded’ by the glare from the 
floodlighting.

Each luminaire is individually fitted with an ultra
transparent ‘dift'user' that directs 75 per cent of the light emitted 
onto the pitch, and very little is dissipated (this doesn’t mean that 
the remaininy 25 per cent is lost to the night sky - it is sprcod 
across the public arena). Because of the efficiency of the lighting 
design and the improved public and playing areas, the lighting 
logout is said to require 40 per cent less energy, but this is premised
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Credits

Project
Berlin Olympiostudion 
Architect
voii Gerkaii, Marg + Partner 
Lighting designer 
ConccpUicht 
Contractor 
Walter Bau

3. Night view of the illuminated membrane roof

on the fact that 40 per cent fewer lamps are used than was 
previously the case. There is not necessarily a direct correlation 
here, especially given that the new lamps, installed in 155 double 
floodlight combinations, comprise metal halide lamps, each with 
a nominal 2,(KK)W rating - that’s two-thirds of a million watts, 
enough to power 15,000 televisions showing the World Cup. To 
a certain extent the energy used isn’t as big a problem as the 
convoluted means by which the authorities try to justift) how 
green they are.

ILLEGAL ILLUMINATION
While all eyes were on the release of Approved 
Documents Part L, many missed the fact that 6 April 
also heralded the introduction of draconian light- 
pollution legislation in the UK. Now, under the Clean 
Neighbourhood and Environment Act, light pollution will 
be treated as a criminal offence. Anyone *who finds 
artificial light a nuisance’ can complain to their 
local authority, and those who fail to comply with the 
new rules could face fines of upto £5,000. Legal test 
cases have yet to establish whether an architect can 
be held severally liable for specifying the fittings 
in the first place.

To that end. the new international bmadcasting centre, 
constructed to house the many journalists and technicians who 
will attend the tournament from around the world, is being 
powered by a co-generation {niicro-CHP) plant (with a low- 
carbon-roted energy source) of a type promoted in the latest 
Approved Document Part L Second Tier Document. Essentially, 
it is a generator that uses its heat and operates at a higher 
efficiency (around 97 per cent) than power-station sources, 
primarily because of its local production and small distribution 
networks. It will, according to the PR people, virtually eliminate 
the possibility of any power outages during the tournament. 
That is because, in the days before environmental spin, this 
co-generation machine would have been known simply as a 
‘back-up generator'.

As the environmental claims of tliis first carbon-neutral
football festival spiral out of control, it looks like Sven may well 
have to pick Green and leave Cole behind,
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there's a PFC Corofil product to fill it
Many fires start life out of sight: hidden gaps in riser ducts, suspended ceilings, 
between walls and floors. But with PFC Corofil firestop technology safely in 
place, most of them won't get beyond the first flicker. PFC Corofil is renowned 
for its range of fully tested passive firestop solutions for today's demanding 
market, In 2006, with our expertise in passive fire protection products, we are 
introducing new specialist products for acoustic requirements and a range of 
^irsealing products designed to reduce greenhouse gases.

ire, air and noise.
major concerns, one major manufacturer.

isit our website or call us for more information

44 (0) 208 391 0533 
fww.pfc-corofil.com

corofilre-Formed Components Limited Davis Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 ITU

: +44 (0) 208 391 2723 E; sales@pfc-corofil.net ENQUIRY 26 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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EVERYONE 
OPUS HAS THE 
RIGHT TO WRITE

A FAIR FIGHT
t^isputes unci delay are 
common in the international 
construction industry, writes 
CyrtV Chern. Until recently, these 
have not been easily resolved 
without recourse to lengthy 
arbitrations or, worse yet, to the 
courts. This is now undergoing 
Q major change, with new rules 
relating to dispute boards and 
procedures.

A dispute board is a panel 
of (usually) three experienced, 
respected and impartial 
members, who are appointed at 
the outset of the contract and 
act throughout its performance; 
visit the project on a regular 
basis; and are updated regularly 
on its progress through written 
reports submitted by one or 
both of the parties. This is 
a perfect role for orchitects 
knowledgeable in the 
construction process and is 
an expanding area of potential 

revenue.

Contract Jot Constnulion) has 
been adopted as part of the 
Standard Bidding Documents 
for any construction funded 
by the World Bunk, the African 
Development Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, the Black 
Sea Trade and Development 
Bank, the Islamic Bank for 
Development, the Nordic 
Development Fund, and other 
such institutions. In addition 
to tlie FIDIC contracts, the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) has published 
its own ‘Dispute Board Rules’, 
which provide the framework 
tor establishing and operating 
u dispute board in a multitude 
of various projects, not just 
construction.

The major difference 
between traditional methods 
of alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR) and dispute boards is 
that the parties set up the 
dispute board at the very outset 
of their contractual relationship, 
when they enter into the 
agreement. In contrast, ADR 
methods focus on trying to 
resolve a dispute after it has 
already arisen. By the time 
an arbitrator, mediator or 
conciliator is brought on 
board, both sides have generally 
retained counsel and costs 
begin to escalate. Frequently, 
such ADR is attempted only 
after litigation or arbitration 
has already begun and the 
parties are seeking a less 
expensive woy to deal with 
their differences. They will have

already expended considerable 
amounts of time and money — 
not to mention goodwill, wliicli 
will have all but evaporated.

The idea behind a 
standing dispute board is that 
its members accompany the 
contract throughout its duration 
and can be called upon at any 
stage to deal with a problem 
between the parties us soon os 
it emerges. A board also visits 
the site at regular intervals and 
its members are continually 
updated on the progress of the 
implementation of the contract. 
This first-hand information 
puts the board in a unique 
position to make 
determinations about any 
dispute that the parties bring 
before it. Dispute boards not 
only resolve conflicts brought 
before them, they also provide 
the parties with a regular forum 
for discussion of difficult or 
contentious matters. Architects 
should support this growing 
trend in dispute avoidance 
and should apply their special 
knowledge to the process.

In Britain we are subjects 
rather than citizens, we don’t 
have First Amendment rights 
to do with freedom of speech 
and we journalists aren't 
protected like those in the 
US. Despite all this, a recent 
California court ruling against 
Apple must have some 
resonance across the Atlantic 
in this new age of the blog.

Apple’s ghastly lawyers 
were demanding names and 
particulars of the sources 
for a bunch of stories about 
forthcoming Apple products. 
Naturally their PR people had 
been having hissy fits.The 
case was brought because 
the bloggers were not. Apple 
said, accredited journalists. 
The judge basically said, so 
what? He was hip to the fact 
that web-based citizen 
Journalism is a rising tide, 
however much people in my 
trade are bound to think it 
a really bad idea - and, very 
occasionally, envy its freedom 
from all constraint.

Think of the e-shouts 
from Injection (with the AJ 
a couple of weeks ago) end 
Norman Blogster’s http: // 
partlv.blogspot.com. On 
this site, click on ‘Discharge 
of conditions' in the right- 
hand column. It leads to 
an apparently authentic 
email from a planner to 
an architect. When the day 
comes, this is one planner 
who should be spared. 
sutftaiand.l^a[l@htinteniet.cvm

There has been an 
increasing need for methods 
of resolving disputes which 
will not destroy the working 
relationship between the panics 
but wall help them resolve their 
problems while they continue 
performing the contract, with 
as litde cost and disruption to 
the contract as possible. With 
this in mind the International 
Federation of Consulting 
Engineers (FIDIC) has used 
dispute boards in its contracts 
for some time and its new 
Multilateral Detvlopmenl Bank 
Harmonised Edition (Conditions of

Cyril Cliem is a chartered 
architect, barrister and chartered 
arbitrator at Crown Office 
Chambers, London. Visit www. 
crownofficechambers.coffl
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Bij 'Huviuis MtiiHmul

Jan de Cock:
Denktnal ISBN 90608A2427 
Diatributed Art 
Publishers, 2006. £70

One of Jan de Cock’s Installations

H
N

contuminoted by other thought 
processes and perceptions.

Philosophicolly. the 
message is that al) forms of 
systematisation and order are 
artifices that fail. The bearer 
of this message is a rather 
special book that has no title, 
and is identifiable only by its 
code; ISBN 9080842427. The 
art ntarket. and trendy names 
like Comme des Garmons, have 
been investing significantly in 
this artist, whose success now 
seems guaranteed. Hopefully 
his increasing celebrity will not 
blunt de Cock’s edge as thinker, 
artisan and innovator. Bursting 
with inspirational visual and 
critical ideas that interact and 
renew themselves, this book is 
bound to intrigue and stimulate 
any architect.

Designed by Belgian artist 
Jan de Cock, whose Denkuml 
installation was at Tate Modern 
last year, this thick, heavy book 
is a bibliophiles dream which 
brings together de Cock’s work 
ot the lust two years, focusing 
on the Tate show. It includes 
many photos of visitors there 
looking at his installations, 
which are highly architectural.

The works are composed 
on the basis of complex grids, 
within a strictly limited polette 
of materials and forms: 
chipboard panels assembled 
into De Stijl-like functionless 
buildings; banal office furniture 
arranged to make arid, rigidly 
orthogonal, vaguely oppressive 
interiors; and u colour palette 
of deliberately chamcterless 
mauves and greens.

The book is a compendium 
which includes carefully 
paginated layouts of tiny

random illustrations, lull-page 
spreads with photographs of 
all kinds (de Cock’s own 
instullutioiis, remote forests, 
Capri, the Rietveld-Schroder 
House), and which challenges 
attempts to read it in a 
conventional way. If James 
Joyce were alive now, perhaps 
I'inm'q<uis H’akc might have 
been like this: lots of pictures 
interspersed with fragmented 
texts using different fonts in 
different colours and sizes that 
run into one another in a clash 
of styles and modes. Some 
pages are even left uncut.

This complex structuring 
of the book as a piece of art 
in its own right prevents 
us (intentionally) from any 
attempt to read logically the 
essays by Tim Martin. Kirstie 
Skinner. John Welchman. Jon 
Wood and Wtmrer Dovidts. 
Instead, wc flcctingly ghmpse

fragments of writing and 
trigger-words like ‘Camus' 
and‘containment’, or teclmical 
information on manufacturing 
plywood. At times we think we 
have found a smicture and 
try to follow it, only to lose 
ourselves in an alternative 
that suddenly appears.

Just os the book's graphic 
aspects use overlaid, intersecting 
grids to orchestrate this 
wandering-through-space 
process, other intellectual 
grids and frames of reference 
(by which critics situate de 
Cock's work in various cultural 
contexts) ore also shifted 
and superimposed by de Cock 
himself, w'ho cuts tliem up and 
mixes them with the graphics 
in seemingly random ways. The 
result is a book impossible to 
‘read’: only fragments of ideas 
or images can be perceived, 
and eveit then they are always

Miiirhedd is a Londou- 
hased architect and teacher
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BOOK
Bti Dcbofiih Miilhetirn

The Buildings of England 
- Lancashire: Liverpool 
and the South West 
By Richard Pollard and 
Nikolaus Pevsner. Yale 
University Press, 2006. 
745pp. £29.95

Richard Pollard may have been 
daunted by the task ot updutiny 
Pevsner, but if he was it doesn’t 
show. Pollard doesn't stand 
in Pevsners shadow. He steps 
resolutely out of it and strides 
up a Lancashire hill to get 
a vantage point on all he is 
about to survey.

Luiaishire: Lwerpool <vid 
the South West is the second 
of a three-volume revision of 
Pevsner’s original two-volume 
luiMCiidirrr. published in 1969, 
South Lancashire has been 
divided into two {hwcitshin': 
Mamhester and the South East 
was published in 2004. North 
Lancashire is due in 2(K)8).

As it happens, Pevsner 
approached South Lancashire 
with trepidation. Sleepy market 
towns and Medieval village 
churches were one thing, but 
the grimy cotton and cool 
towns of the North West

threatened to over%vhelm him. 
Tom Wesley, Pevsner's driver in 
Manchester, recalls that when 
he dropped the great man off 
in the city centre, he was visibly 
shaking. The iron discipline 
quickly reasserted itself, but he 
acknowledged in the foreword 
that it was 'the most difficult 
area 1 have e\ er had to 
describe’.

The south-westerly half 
of the region, Pollard is quick 
to point out, tor from being 
unrelenting hard red-brick 
terraced streets and mournful 
mills, actually has a Hat 
topography and, Liverpool 
and its environs oside, has much 
agricultural and rural land.

With the exception of 
Liverpool, where Pevsner had 
invaluable help from historian 
Edward Hubbard, the region 
was originally treated hurriedly 
and thinly. So its not so much

the frenetic puce of change, but 
the fact that much was omitted, 
that has necessitated the rwo 
volumes. At 800 pages each, 
this makes the revised South 
LatiCiishire nearly four times 
as long as the original.

Of course the south-west 
Lancashire of this title doesn’t 
really e.xist. the metropolitan 
boroughs of Merseyside. Sefton, 
Knowsleg, Greater Manchester 
etal accounting for most of the 
geographical area it covers. 
Liverpool dominates - this book 
includes the condensed and 
updated Liverpool city guide 
written by Joseph Sharpies (Aj 
22.07.04) and extends out to 
the Liverpool suburbs. The 
introductory essays are updated, 
much e.xpanded and a thrilling 
read - it's a good 120 pages 
before the gazetteer starts.

Pevsner didn’t concern 
himself overly with industrial

history. Often he didn’t get 
beyond the churches. Pollard 
had the luxury of time and 
space to research and reappraise 
buildings - and indeed whole 
districts and towns - that 
Pevsner merely peered into 
or bypassed completely. 
Warrington, for example, 
which had just eight pages 
devoted to it, now runs to 40. 
which partly reflects the town’s 
rapid growth but also addresses 
Pevsner’s omissions.

St Joseph’s RC Church 
in Leigh, near Wigan, puzzled 
Pevsner, who recognised its 
idiosyncracy but didn’t have 
time to look further. Pollard 
has researched its context, 
discovering that the architect. 
Hansom, had overreached 
himself. Completed in 1855, 
when urban populations were 
expanding and churches were 
being built to accommodate

46 AJ 08.06.06



CRITIC’S CHOICE
Bii Atttireir Mciui

With so much going on nationally in Architecture Week 2006. 
which rum from 16-25June, its a little arbitrary to single 
anything out. but an event at The Watershed, liristol, on 21 
June catches the eye. Filmmaker Patrick Keiller will present 
his latest project, 77tr C/fi/ of the Future - an exploration of 
change and continuity in city life, based on documentary 
films of a century ago (www.picture-this .org.uk).

In his earlier works, Livuioii, Robinson in Space and 
77if Dilapidated Djifllinij, Keiller treated architecture and 
urbanism with an engaging fusion ot image and text.'Wheti 
viewing orchivc film tor Hie Dilapidaied Duviliiu), I was struck 
by a contrast between the familiarity of many of the spaces 
glimpsed and a feeling of distance from the lives of those who 
formerly inhabited them," says Keiller. While the fabric we 
occupy looks much the same, our worlds are transformed 
by developments in technology and comnumications - 
a disparity that's at the heart of The Citij of the Future.

Amony several strands to Keiller's project is the 
creotion of a database of urban space as it’s portrayed in 
films, especially ones from the early 2tlth century. If you 
go to www.vads.ahds.ac.uk/collections/CF.html,you 
can download this database and discover a remarkable range 
of titles, including un 1899 short. Across Brookhin Bridge, and 
a 1921.)$ travelogue. Airplane Ride from Hendon fi> Brighton. The 
aerial views of the Docklands in the latter ore a reminder that 
there’s sometimes less continuity than Keiller suggests. Pictured 
above is a construction scene from 1990, as suits started to 
replace overalls on the Isle of Dogs.

Two other events in the South West on 21 June 
complement Keiller's presentation, looking as they do ot a 
period of enforced change in tlie region. Both are guided 
walks e.xamining the urban consequences of the Second 
World War - one in Bristol, the other in Plymouth, with 
Patrick Abearombie’s town centre us its focus. For deroils of 
events across the UK visit www.architectureweek.org.uk. 
Meanwhile. foMii 13 June London’s Barbican Gallery olTers 
its own take on Keiller's theme with a new e.xhibition,
Future Cin/: Fxperiment and Ihopia in.-ln-/irVt’(7im’ 1956-2006.
For forthcoming events visit www.ajplus.co.uk/diary

1. Stone Mall, Dalton
2. St George's Hall, Liverpool
3. Wyncote Sports Pavilion

it's the fondness that rings out. 
A native ot County Durham, 
Pollard lived in Liverpool tor 
throe years - the time it took 
to write the volume — and 
familiarised liimsell with the 
area (he is now working on tlie 
K’fL’s/iirt’.-ne.si' Riding volume).

Pevsner wos well aware 
of the limitations of his 
whistle-stop approach, and 
always said that it was the 
second edition that counted. 
The Buildings of England series 
was a staggering achievement 
and ‘Pevsners’ will be cherished 
long after they have all been 
revised.'I'll look it up in mg 
Pollard' may not have quire 
the same ring, but it could soon 
be tripping ofTthe tongue in 
south-west Lancashire.

these new congregations. 
Hansom tried to build a single- 
span K)of but foiled, so had to 
erect colimms.

Places like Haydock 
were dealt with summarily 
by Pevsner. Haydock itself 
was not even dignified with 
on introductory line, merely 
□ few desultory comments 
on a church and a grudging 
reference to a (since 
demolished) mansion house. 
Pollard goes there and manages 
to bring this former coal
mining settlement olive.

Even so, most of Pevsner’s 
original text can still be found 
here, and it’s diflicult sometimes 
to see where Pevsner ends and 
Pollard begins. PoUard can be 
just as acerbic, but despite his 
exasperation with the crossness 
of some of the ubiquitous 
distribution centre, retail park 
and ‘lottery-cliche’ architecture.

Dt7>i*rtj/i is a /ournalisf
in Liivr/und
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^ JOBS
JOBS ENQUIRIES
Laura Tilling 020 7505 6803 laura.tilling@emap.com 
Terry Roll 020 7505 6737 terry.roll@emap.com 
www.ajptus.co.uk/jobs

www.4-architects.com Tel: 01323 749200
Architects / Desigr) Managers / Technical Co - Ordinatora 

Architectural Technologist / Assistants
‘ f Kent / Surrey 

£S0K - £56K Car / Mowanca plus Bens
for candidates with Residential, High Rise, Mixed

R D RECRUITMENT 
(RUGBY) LTD
T: (OI7BB) 572B41 
E: klm.shrwve#rdrecniifment.cd.ulE 
W: www.fdre*rutlinent.te.uk

THE ARCHITECTS'JOURNAL 
151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB

Outstandtftg opportuntbes 
Use. or Social Housing experience to progress in the plattning and technical 

departments ol several o< the UK's premier Residential Atixed use developers. These com
pany’s have received just about every award goirw and are among some of the most suc
cessful and top developers in the UK. Reh M16,3427,3422.341». 3363 (PhWp / Mark)

Architects & Assistants Covent Garden CComprehensive Package
Intemabonal Practice with one of the highest proportions of women arcN- 
They offer a stimulatrig working environment, a wide range of design proj

ects, In house training and regular CPO opportunities. Projects range tromlarge-scale com- 
merclat developments and master planrwng to refuibishment. consen/atlon and interiors. 
Microstation skiHs would be an advantage but not essential Ref 3429 (PhHip / Mark)

Display advertising 
020 7505 6823 
Recruitrrtent advertising 
020 7505 6803/6737 
Advertising fax number 
020 7505 6750

Ref: 0606-8
Architectural CAD Technician
Birmingham
£20-22p/h
Contract

ckent s PractKe was formed n 
1998 by 2 Partners, who had previous
ly been partners in other Practice's for 
many yean Since its inception, they 
have developed a committed team of 
architecis. technicians and support 
staff They are now lookng for wi 
Arcniteclural Techrvctan of 3-5 years 
experience m Industrial/Commercial 
protects that Is proficient m AutoCAD 
to compliment the team. Initial 
Contract«for 2-3 Months.

Award wkwi 
tects in the'

Deadlines
Bookings/copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 12pm Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Monday

C•London

Ref: 3420a
recycle Ref:

PoUeraBar F:3416
We have over 62 Contract • Freelance Posts PAYE - LTD Weekly Pay

job804-architects.com

If you are looking for practical, hands-on experience with 
medium sized projects;

Part 2 Architects with some experience required
For busy practice in Holland Park, W11. Salary dependent on experience.

Contact Peter Tigg or Satish Patel PTP Architects Ltd on 020 7221 5568 
Send CV by fax on 020 7229 8771 or email on mail&pb3-archrtects.com 

www.ptp-architecte.com

PluM contact Paw Smitit tc diaeuaa theac and 

m*iiy more caettlnf joba en: 

T*k 017aa 0V79O 
M«Mw 07010 624096 

citiaN: 4»v«.*i»i<tl>#4tx«fviee.ec,uli

Eseex Vacancy
Architect
Vac ref 0606-001
ftrmanent
My client ie a email, hut expanding Practice based in Eseex and svfthin caey 
reach of the M25. They are currently experiencing a massive upsurge in their 
workload which has lead them to identi^ the need for a recently £(uafif1ed 
Architect who is able to supervise jobs on site and sujTervise a young 
architectural assistant. This is an opportunity for an enthusiastic Architect 
to join a very friendly, rapidly expanding practice where you will be encouraged 
to develop your skills and become an Integral part of the team. diPARCHITECT TECHNICIAN/DESIGN 

Based in Maidenhead, Working across the UK.
Salary E26-28K, OTE £36K, Car allowance

Inspirit specialise In the Health & Fitness industry, providing 
services that include Design & Build, branding concepts, fitting-out 
and consultancy to independent Fitness Clubs, local authorities, 
hotel and Education sectors.

Qualified to a minimum Parti 1/111, the ideal candidate will pos
sess a flair for design, sound technical skills and an ability to turn 
concepts into completed contracts. You will be working on small to 
medium sized projects (up to £2m) from inception through to design 
concepts, branding and will be capable of producing Auto-cad pre
sentations and specifications. In addition you will be required to 
assist our sales team on visits and presentations throughout the UK.

This is an opportunity to develop your skills in an exciting industry 
and across different sectors. This new division is a partnership with 
Precor Products Ltd (www.Precor.com) and the ideal candidate will 
be instrumental In developing the business which has already 
enjoyed a successful initial 12 months.

Please Call Andy Mack on 01623-^72809 for more information. 
Or Send your CV to Andy@inspirit.uk.com

.G A T E WAY

AfcNtMl, SW Lomlon. ENcgo - 
Ref J3I3
Our cbcnl an AJ (op 100 practice 
wrtfi an impretaNe portfoho are 
curtntiy M«kng txcapfionai archnecta You will have a proven track racord and wA 
have worked for aome of the courtrwa hntal praclicee A ttrong det^ etnae and 
AutoCAD ekMs art pre-requ«ae* to Iha petition So X you woufd Wta to work for a 
deaagn coneooua pracbee whan your hard wo<k «na be rewerded cal ua today

Tefe 01322 627878 FasOI322 6278M

Architect. Kent. TMego - Ref J384
Looking at eacapeig lha heebe London hfa? if yes then ttiM ccuid be the be for you" Our 
dent a mediian sued practice art curianlly seekng an experienced ArehlecI with 
experience of working «Mth smaH to mediuni ued pracbcea They need a safe par of 
hands to run a mn of profaett AutoCAD skilsdesirablt

ArchHectural TectuMloglsI. Kent. CNego * Benefits - Rel J3St 
One of the UKs largaaf house buMtrs are currentty lookng to rectua an axpenenced 
office based technologist to work on a vanahon of houae types You vmR bs rtqmred to 
produce standard houat Informabon and workng drawngs 
experience would be bet>efic«l but not eMrdw AutoCAD eaeertal a alrong tectneak 
conatructnn knovitodge and the abdly to deal with axternat conautants Competitive 
salary and ber«fils package ere on offti

Soma residenlisi

Aichileclural Technician, Technologist. Senior Budding Surveyor. IntennedMie 
Quantity Surveyor. Kent ENego
Required by busy mub-disc>pkned pracbee w*h proftcls n corrmercial itwua 
restoanbal education heath and communty Out ditnl has 2 oticai baaed m the 
southeast and are currently recrutng for Ihev Sevenoaks oftca Modam ofices sXuattd

mHw) a 5 nwKJM walk of the manine

PREOORi

moue begond'
Contact Uaa McLeod MREC 
Mobc
Emaib lleaBgwiecxo.uk

www.gafenrjy-m'ruitm«Dtco.uk

97734419420

ill



ARCHITYPEA Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects

Vibrant design-led practice looking for talented, enthusiastic 
people to join our expanding team. We are at the forefront of 
sustainable design, specialising In cutting edge environmental 
thinking, with projects in the education and cultural sectors. We 
can offer real opportunities to work on exciting new projects, 
as part of a great team, in either the city or the country.

bGqpdo
London Office
Our London office is located off Bermondsey Street, walking distance 
to London Bridge Station, Tate Modern and South Bank. We are 
looking to recruit:

zBVHirfvnivti C25.000 - C47.000pO * brrt»>E:
A hu9« lni»niBlwnol procMcB ««lh aMku oaow Asia, th* USA A (ur«p« hM n4 up 
0 dtAign riuJa wMhii twit txitfot loodon oISca iMm it nm by on ombMowf 
dcsigtMr frofn an* of ttto cepHoK meif (*«*rod dobgn oAcos Thoy or* tvnonby 
uforttirn on oemo amazing fchoma* MudWg a botonicd lojounJi contm bcotod in 
Iho doMrt In lha tAMM* Cod AUby to by h«id. tfoMlop Moos using fiond 
modde A ww* wel wef* o loom am eisaniof Tht pradfeo oro wBng «o iponsar 
oitcapaonoby Montoddosignon.

• Architect with 5 years post Part II experience
• 2 X Year Out student

West Office
Our West office has Just moved into new ecological offices located in 
beautiful countryside four miles from Hereford city. We are looking to 
recruit:

'.ing'(34.000-£40.000 pa
An pmodglevt. oword-srinning pmclco of IS in Wssf london am tooting (era pnjocl 
■cWtitt to nm a caupto of aipmzool mddsnliat sehomt omund Iho cemor tmm 
ifwir ofKca. Omot dtone* to tood A dobmr monogoabto (ontomporory pmfecli aHHt 
modom-IMng, femrord-banting coftooguw A dtonist Vtctorwofto pmtofmd-

• Architect with 10 years contract running experience
• Architect with 5 years post Part II experience
• lx Year Out and 1 x Part II student

■-'.''•'nc W7!h cnoforintomaAonal procftco' £34,000 • CM.OOOp o 
An sxcapiionaly wccmsM pradka of (0 In Mngton om tooting fef on ordiftoct wHb 
3-5 yearn expontnc* to tood o toom deOmring imal to medtim lizod hooNhcom 
praiecto The eMee am rapidly oipandtog Ihoir heoMhcom dMPon so the tuccesfbf 
UAKitiuto wHI be gimn bio opportunify to bewno a fcoy member of bte offce 
hnilinik career cppartunby wdti tocelent beneOto

Please send examples of work by post only to: Alison Hand. Architype, 
The Morocco Store, lb Leathermarket Street. London SEl 3JA, or 
Hazel Vansittart, Architype, Upper Twyford, Hereford. HR2 SAD. For 
more information see website www.architypeco.uk. Architype is an 
Equal Opportunities Employer.

lb view a comprohemive fst of voconcios & to register wMi us ^eose 
visif WWW bespokecoreers.com or col us on 0207 24 24 909.

is a UK top 50eilis yvilliams architects 
international practice, winner of RIBA design 
awards in 2005 and 2006, arxl the AJ winner 
for most significant practice in the Northwest. 
We are a practice specialising in education 
including a wide variety of arts, leisure and 
commercial based projects.

’re
hired!

To assist us with this exciting and growirrg 
workload we are looking for talented and 
ertthusiaslic individuals with the following 
experience to join us in our Cheshire 
(Preston Brook) or Lorwlon office.

I

LEWISAND
HICKEY •>¥ •

Senior architects with experience in 
developirrg designs and running multiple 
projects arxi teams.

As one of the longest established and also one of the 
largest Architectural praeflires in the UK we operate across 
a variety of work sectors and In a network of offices with 
impressive and Inspiring results.Architects with 1-5 years post Part 

til experience capable of working as 
projeci architects. Due to our continued success we have outstanding oppor

tunities for senior staff In aU our locations, who wish to 
contribute to and be part oHhS practices future.Architectural technicians (Cheshire 

office).
Please write in the first insMMe enclosing a brief CV and

bel^elM>can achieve together.

r^e. Lo^s A Lid .S St.

advising what y<Opportunities lor promotion. Applicants must 
be resident in the UK with requisite liveAvork 
permits. Proficiency in AuloCad essenliaf. 
Please email your CV to Sue Hind; Practice 
Manager sue.hind@ewa.co.uk

• fIL;
• fow, EdinbLiBhkIWir

REALISE YOUR ASPIRA'
www.lewl5hlckey.comewa (ewa.co.uk) is an equal opportunities 

employer. No agencies fras«J«Guildford London NottinflumEdinburg I)



BroadwayMalyan

At the forefront of European architecture 
and integrated design

International Appointment - Lisbon Office
Senior Design Architect / Associate

Over the last 10 years the growth of our Internatior^al busirsess has 
meant that we have expanded our operations in our European offices 
as we have in the UK. Our Lisbon office is now 10 years old and our 
reputation and workload continues to grow. We have projects across 
Iberia. Europe and Internationally with recent commissions in North 
Africa. Turkey and China. This includes large scale retail and workplace 
profects and we're increasingly working in the residential and hosprtabty 
sectors. Our success has been based on the skills and expertise of our 
architectural professionals and we now seek an excellent Design 
Architect at a senior level to join our busy team in Lisbon.

If you have a proven track record of good architectural design and building 
project management and would like to work on projects overseas for the British 
Government, then we would be interested in hearing from you.

(>ualincatlam: In return:

• A full time appointment with an 
In teinatiorully growing buursess

• An initial 3 yeai posting based in 
our Lisbon office extendable by 
mutual agreerrrent

• Security to return to the UK or 
another Broadway Malyan 
international office at the end 
of the posting if preferred

• Excellent promotion prospects
• A supeib working environment in 

a so^istKated European 
beauty ar>d hertage

« A supporting and positive culture 
to develop your career

• S years post quahficatron experience

• Strong concept design sk-

• Excellent interpersonal skills, 

experienced client 'Manager'

• An ability to lead projects 

through expeiierKe and authority

• Key interest in developing your 
career in the irrternalional arer\a

• Entrepreneurial skilK to develop a 
business model

Project Architect
Ref: RRN311 • Based in Croydon 

£26,643-£37,609 -Band C5 
Plus a £3,000 London Allowance.

Ik

Responsibilities will include carrying out architaetu^j^fid project 
duties on schemes such as ofTices, offkial reside«c«s and staff acconfiy^ 
will be working with the in house multi-discipline^ team and external 
teams both in the UK and overseas. Your innovative ideas 4nd knowle^a^r 

best practice will greatly contribute to the succeH of the team and wHlrmpTOW 
efficiency.

You
f

IHaving successfully worked on projeeW'f^ EJSftMloil^^SrTyfr^aliie, malTiiyori 

fitimg-out anrl refurbishment work, yg/Twi^'- need tobe aKbiWCtmthe
UK. preferably RIBA, with a minimu|i 5 years' telr.’ant exji^eiif^ Yottwffl be Well 
organised, IT literate and self motivafitfyilHkk4ll tj^da{|ltoV^yi%

IntfiTCStsd? Then call or send your CV to Tim fillbert: t; 01932 S45 599 

email: t gilbertObtoadwaymilyan com

Weybridge Office: Broadway Malyan,3 Weybridge Buslrreu Park.
Addlestone Road, Weybridge, Surrey KTtS 26W

www.broadwaymalyan.com/recruitment
BriMriway Malyan n d» eifial npfx.rtunities rmpk-j r

rflfesaadthe
different needs of working on projects ovfrseaf Ot>rseTs uwuld faj la ,
advantage but IS not essential ^ \ *

Every member of our prafession^lgarSinusi.-be r«^!ts'an(l^lom^.jdtxilb^ ! 
resourceful, resilient and mnovat^^in thou approach. The'^lbbiltiy' tdy(^b\|enKfas 
for up to two weeks and at diort nq^ IfS^ntial Ove(tidi| opp^tluni^s ' 

when travelling overseas You must be a fifitishOtiteh and have beertfesidentintRe 
UKforatleast2ofthepreviou$10‘yMis )

Seeing the world and influencing our status on the global stage is justorve ofthe 
perks We are renowned for providing long term career development, with excellent 
training opportunities A generous holiday allowarKe and a final salary pension are 
among the benefits. Salary stated indicates a whole grade range, starting salary will 
generally be towards the lower end of the scale.

i

WEINTRAUB ASSOC/A TES
We are KckingtalentM energetic Qualified Architeco and 
Ardikectural AssiManu to tsua with design nd producton work on 
our powmg portfolio of profccts m the UK. Europe. USA and UAE.

Prior eicpenence with residentjal htstel. commencal, rnixed use md orFor further details and an application form please write to FCO Services:
HR Reuurtment, Foreign and Commonwealth Office; Hanslope Park, Hartslope, 
Milton Keynes MKl 9 7BH, or e-mail fcoservicesrecruitment® fco.gov.uk

Please quote your home address and reference number tn all communications

The Foreign ai>d Commonwealth Office is an equal opportunities employer and aims 
to reflea the diversity of British society. We welcome applications from suitably 
qualified individuals regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation or disability.
All applications are treated on merit.

Find out more about our work at 
wwwestategroup co.uk

hi^-nse bevetopments woJd be x benefit.

Applicants nut hM good desipt UctvncaL and manacement skrik aicng 
w*th a high profioency m AiyloCAO 30 modelkng and coonp.-*?-
generxted vsualsaoons stolh woiid aKo be a plus.

Please send cunent CV along with lepresentative samples of work to;
Susan SnWx Wemtraub Associates Bmanna House,

11 Glwnhome Rd. Londoa W60LH
tel: 0206 73S ^55 email: susarQiveintraubmiic wwwwoneeub.co.uk

www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs



The Girls* Day School Trust Feeling Cheated?vV
BBT will make sure you achieve 
your qoals and keep them!

iAssistant Estates Director
London SW1 c £55k + benefits

The Girls’ Day School Trust is the largest group of independent 
schools in the UK with 26 schools throughout England and Wales.
Our Estates Department has a significant role to play in improving 
and maintaining our extensive property portfolio, svith a continuing 
5-year capital programme in excess of t70m and an annual maintenance 
expenditure in excess of £7m.

We now have an exciting opportunity for a qualified architect with 
significant management experience to take a leading role in the 
17-strong department of architects, surveyors and administrators.

This is a new role and you will be responsible for the management 
of a range of capital projects from design through to completion, 
and for deputising for the Estates Director. As well as evidence of 
a broad portfolio of previous design work, including the education 
sector, you will need to demonstrate strong people and project 
management skills. CAD literacy is essential, preferably with 
experience in the use of Archicad software.

Application pack from www.gdst.net or telephone our 24 hour 
recruitment line on 0207 393 6609 or e-mail recruitment®wes.gdst.net

Closing date for applications; Monday 26th June 2006. 
iWe do not occepf CVs without an application form ■ 
protection of children check applies.)

iClQ

EEg
One of the largest architectural firms in the world requires talented 

•' Project Architects to work on commercial and residential projects. You
will be a fully-fledqcd Architect with years' experience in office 6
apartments and be proficient in tlie use of AutoCAD This is a 'not to be 

missed' opportunity. Please apply immediately if this sounds tike the 
ideal role for you.
Katherine Jones oi6i 8}! ^300 kjones®bbt.co.ulJR

I Newcastle
A medium sized practice with an exciting portfolio of work requires an 
experierKed Architect to work as part of a team on an array of projects. 
You will have at least 5 years' experience within an esiafalished practice. 
Excellent career prospects await those wishing to move up the ladder. 
Mark Gardner 0191 2zy 6422 mgardner@bbl.co.uk

O
Ref: MG420

Q) beresford blake thomas
The Girls' Day SchtK)l Trust

al the fmfrom of tducatton www.bbt.co.uk(jloba^bKh Membe*
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The 2006 Edge Employer 
Awards. Rewarding 
practical learning at work.

•r«
• IZ

You could win up to £3000,000 for putting theory into practice at work - 

from apprenticeships and volunteering to work placements and traineships.

Call 0800 980 3343 or visit www.edgeawards.co.uk to find out more.



r
NET

MAAP specialise in high quality contemporary medical facilities with the 
patient environment at the forefront of their design ethos. We are currently 
working on a number of high-profile healthcare projects throughout tfie UK 
and are looking to expand their creative and management teams in both 
the London and Newcastle offices.

DIRECTORY

AftMects-cnHne.co,uk
V

Ote luitMng irdiHectufal Job sitr
Senior Project Architects
With a minimum of 7 years post part III experience you will be given the opportunity to 
run multi-million pound projects, a busy in-house team and contribute to the 
management of the comparry.

Other Positions
MAAP also have a number of other positions available. We would like to hear from 
Architects, Architectural Assistants and Technicians.Iwww.amsQ.co.uk

All applicants should be fluent in AutoGVO.

CV$ with M exjmpics ot wofk, stating reference A06, should be ser« to: 
Verity Whittakei. SS Charlotte Road, Lorxlon, EC2A3Qr 
vcrTty^maap-archrtec&.cauk wwwmaap-architects.couk

www^geervice.co.uk

maapfaststreanis?______ • m recruitment limited I ■ Twyford Bushboard
tout wailvoein wlutiens

R D RECRUITMCNT 
(RUGBY) LTD
Ts (0I78B)572M1 
i: lcim.ahrc«v«Grdr*<rwtm*nt.co.uk 
W: vt^ww.rdrecruitiTMnl.co.uk

London Based Specification Manager 
to build our exposure with London 
architects/specifiers.

You will be supporting our RIBA approved CPD programme and sates 
team. Experience with architects and the specification prcx:ess is 
essential and would suit a candidate with an architectural technician 
background.
A strorrg package with bonus scheme is offered, together with a full 
induction programme and showroom support.
For further details please contact Jenny Beard.

T: 01933 232 245 
E: jbeard@bushboard.co.uk 
W: www.twyfordbushboard.co.uk

matchtech
Ref: 0606-9 
Urban Designer 
South West 
£ Competitive 
My Ghent s ■ leading company of 
Archrtecis and Oesigrim formed n 
1992. With ofhcaa n the South West 
they attract commissions from a wide 
geographical area and employ highly 
faienied staff, who has broad expen- 
erKe m therr respective fields They are 
currently looking for an Urban Designer 
with a min of 2 years post-guah^ation 
expanance parttcularty in master ptarv 

aKhou^ a background from dif- 
disclphoes such as Architecture.

Permanent

wwWerdrt<ruiHtienteCOeuk

rw)g.

isiSIV ferent
Landscape or Plarvting would also be 
acceptive.www.srv.co.uk

SIMON LEVY ASSOCIATES
Experienced Architect 

/ Senior Architectural 
Technician

To join a small arrd fnerrdly 
practice with interesting workload.

Sound construction krrawledge. 
Job running ar>d AutoCAD LT/ADT 

skills essential. Minimum 5 years 
post pert 3 experiertca. 

Salary negotiable. 
No Agencies.

For Advertising 

Enquiries 

Please Contact: 

Laura Tilling 

0207 505 6803 
Email: 

laura.tilling 

@emap.com

Urgently required; AN ARCHITECT
A young enthusiastic architect wnth experience in the residen
tial sector and in refurbishment and repair of existing buildings 
is required to join a busy building surveying practice working 
in noi^/central London and the Home Counties on a variety 
of projects. Candidates nriust be fluent in AutoCAD and capa
ble of working off their own initiative with good working knowl
edge of building contract procedure. The post will cai^ an 
attractive salary package depending upon age and experience. 
Candidates should also be able to commence work promptly.

Please supply CVsto: simonlevy@slasurveyors.demon.co.uk 
______________or telephone C32Q 8207 61 DO______________

We are an eguaf opportunity 
amptoyar.

Please apply in writing before 14 
July 2006 with CV and required 

salary to

m

• I n

LONDON and BRISTOL
We are looking for enthusiastic and creative 
architects with experience of healhicare or retail 
projects to join our growing company 
and in our newly formed office in London.

GRA Architects 
18 Eton Garages London 

NW3 APE 
studlogjgra-architecls com

in Bristol

IQ
•o
o

:ODA iplease email cv's and examples of your work to 
r.rennoldson@coda-architects.co.uk rchitects| |



KING ALFRED SCHOOL
Hampstead Head of Architecture 

and Housing
lndepen<Jenl. co-educottonol dov school 
F^Jpfe 4-10 yeors. sfofl/pupi ralio 1:8
Informal atmosphere. A country settng. in the heart of London

Besedin Cambertey, Surrey 
Negotiablesalaryplusexcellentbenefits. The Concrete Centre'
Do you believe that designmg with concrete is ‘the business'?
Are you ready to take on responsibility for shaping a new department? 
Can you help change the construction industry?
The CoTKrete Centre's primary aim is to develop and promote innovative concrete 

solutions to all those involved in the construction process. We have much to offer 

the housing, education and commercial sectors and need you to lead and develop the 
newly established department of Architecture and Housing to take concrete forward in 

these fields.

Desiring with corKrete has never been more exciting or challenging than it is today. 
Vbur department will provide architectural input for desiga research and inrwvation, 

integrated solutions, publications arx) events. We want you and your regionally based 

team to help architects and dients to achieve an understanding of the sustainable 
benefits of designing with concrete. You will develc^ new solutions artd methods of 

building sustainably In concrete.

Have you got what it takes?
If you are ready for the challenge you will need to be a senior architect passionate 

about design and the current debates, with an articulate and persuasive personality and 

a pro-active nature, be fully IT literate and comfortable giving presentations 

at all levels.
In return, we can provide a stimuiatirsg, multi-discipline environment with an excellent 

salary, generous holidays, life assurarKC, private health care, company car ar>d attractive 

contributory stakeholder pension scheme.

Take up the challenge today and request an application form from:

ARCHITECT
King Alfred School takes great pride in its attractive buildings and 
grounds and we ore looking for a special person to be 
responsible tor their planned maintenance and development. 
Design, creative planning and aesthetic judgment are essential 
elements of this role, together with strong project and contract 
management skills. Candidates should also have experience in 
educafional design and procurement.

We can't explain all the features of this interesting role in a short 
advertisement, so we have prepared a full information pack. 
What we can say 'is that it will never be dull, there will be consid
erable autonomy and that working in a school is a fulfilling 
experience. Consideration wfll be given to applications from 
persons seeking to combine this role with other responsibilities.

A competitive salary will be pa'id commensurate with qualifica
tions and experience.

Closing Date for Applications: 23 June 2004 
Interview Date: 3 or 4 July 2004

For further details and an application pack,
pleosecall: 020 8457 5213 or email gillian<§1dngatfred.org.uk
AJ membefs of trie lOng Alfred School corrmjnity ere committed to sofeguorcing 
and pfomoting the welfore of chidren.

This post is exempt from the RehobWotion of Offenders Act 1974. The successful 
oppicant wB be asked to consent to efedosure by the Crtminal Records Bureau ol 
any criminal reccxd ondincluston in List 99.

Mrs Pauline Armstrong, HR Assistant, The Concrete Centre 
Telephone: 01276 608724 E-mail; parmstrong@concretecentre.com 
Closing date for applications is Friday, 30 June 2006. 
www.concretecentre.com

your next 
career move

Production ARCHITECT 
New Plymouth, New Zealand

Senior Urban 0< signet 
to £45l< (tax froo)
This is an excellent opening for a senior Urban 
designer to project manage and lead the design team, 
in the international offices of this major international 
engineering consuluncy. You will be responsible for 
the masterplanning and development of vast green
field sites. In some of the world's largest and fastest 
developing construction sites. In addition to managirrg 
the financial and planning aspects of the projects, you 
will be required to get involved with the technical and 
design aspects of the buildings, as well as liasing with 
clients and contractors. All expenses paid.

DubaifChina
We are seeking an inleiligeni project leader with proven skills 
and experience lo join our learn This role focuses on post 
design development, to take over projects from Prmcictfs and 
see contacts and ixoiects to completion Boon Goldsmith 
BhasKar Team Architecture has a national client base delivering 
a stimulating range of projects types civic, comm«cial, r^il. 
heaiih, education, restdenlial

Our Ideal applicant

is personable wi8i good communications skills
Cain take a coordtnabng role wrth staff and consultant teams
Is sell directed wth go^ qualih management procedures
Has a good understanding of iT systems and processes
Has good architecturaVconslruction /indu^ knowledge
Has a m^ure approach to monitoring an effective worksite balance
Is lookng tor a king term comrnilmeni lo working liie and
community wrdi associated fnartcai benefits
Has a dev^ing interest in Environmentaity Sustainable Design

Qualifications In Archileclure or Building Science required with a 
mintmum ol 5 years post registralion expenence

Boon Goldsmith Bfiaskar are a young professional team with a 
40 year record iX architectural practice, are enthusiastic about 
Taranaki, archdectire. the community, flZ life, and getting ahead.
It fis sounds like you, a full job description is avaiwile by 
contacting

REF;108057

Architi’ct 
to £45k p.ii
Excitir^g opportunity to be Involved with one of the 
UK's most ambitious construction projects • 
Crossrail. Our client is a small concept/design led 
practice, who has won an assignment to design one of 
the stations for the project. They are also working on 
some high-spec residential projects. Rail experience 
helpful. Mictxsscation essential.

London

The Prachce Manager 
Email pascale^bgb-ta co nz 

WWW teamarchiiecture co.nz 
For information about New PtyrraXh visit 

WWW npde govt nz or 
WWW tarar^ CO nz

REF: 108235

matchtecht: 01489 898140 

e; arch9matchtech.com 

w: www.nvatchtech.com
BOON GOLDSMITH BHASKAR QHOUP PLC

1 E C t U Ef E A M A » C H

1 (50 P«rk<uy. SsUnt futraw P*rt, W015 7AF



^NILSSON
ARCHITECTS leeds metropolitan university

ASSOCIATE DESIGNATE
an equal onxxtunities employer

Nilsson Architects are a well established artd expanding 
practice with exciting possibilities to work on some of the 
most prestigious residential projects in central London.

This is a genuine career opportunity for a talented, 
enthusiastic architect, whether you are an experienced associate 
looking for a new challenge or a senior architect ready for more 
responsibility with scope to show your leadership qualities.

The successful candidate must have excellent manager!^ 
and communication skills, a sound knowledge of building 
construction and understand the processes required to 
deliver large complex residential ikiildings.

We offer a competitive salary, an attractive package of benefits 
and an friendly working environment in our Chelsea office.

Please Reply with CV and relevant A4 samples of work to:

Nilsson Architects Ltd 48 Old Church Street London SW3 5BY 
Tel: 020 7349 8000 Email: jobs^^nilssonarchitects.co.uk 
www.nilssonarchitects.co.uk

Faculty of Arts and Society 
The Leeds School of Architecture, Landscape and Design

Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Architecture
Ref; FAS/LSL/ARCH/AD/AJ(1 RE or 2x0.5 RE posts)

Lecturer up to £30,363 pro rata 
Senior Lecturer up to £37,521 pro rata

A highly creative designer is required to contribute to courses within the 
School and to participate in a lively studio culture. You will be an RIBA/ARB 
registered Architect. You will be able to demonstrate evidence of a high 
standard in architectural practice and will be conversant in Computer Aided 
Design. You will also be able to demonstrate experience of relevant teaching in 
higher education.

Applications are encouraged from black and ethnic minority groups, as 
they are under represented in this area of work. Selection will be on the 
basis of merit.

To advertise here please contact

Laura Tilling on: 020 7505 6803 

Email: laura.tiUing@emap.com
Application forms and further details can be downloaded from 
http://jobs.teedsmet.ac.uK. Alternatively, telephone 0113 283 5917 
or contact artsandsocietyappljcation@leedsmet.ac.uk

Closing date: Noon, Friday 23 June 2006
COURSES

jobs.Ieedsmet.ac.ukTHE BARTLETT SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Cornerstone Architects

an a busy pracKa baaad on iha beauau 
liit of Uan and w* looking U wponX.

Arehilaetural Tachnetogiala «nV< a 
nnmuin of 5 yaera axpananca

MSc Housing Futures
a new interdisciplinary housing course 

MSc Advanced Architectural Studies 
the original space syntax course 

MSc Adaptive Architecture and Computation 
an innovative course in digital design

a Pre)tet Wanagar with eonalructan industry 
e'perlanca
A compelltrva salary, an intarMlrg portMo o< 
(xo|scli and an unrhiaM quaNty of >fe «
offar

Ptoaaa tonward C .V and sampiaaef work lo

Cemarstena Architacta 
r> Parliamant Straat 
Ramsay, lala ol Uan 
M« 1AQ

The MSc Built Environment programme at UCL:

• designed both for graduates and professionals
• available full or part-time
• linked lo an internationally renowned research programme
• taught by leading academics, practitioners and policy makers
• supported by fieldtrips and workshops on UK architecture

: noyd-oavias^comarstonaarchilacts co uk

COURSES

AutoCAD CoursesEarly applications are encouraged for students seeking 
scholarships. For further information contact:

bart(eft.pgclerk@ucl.ac.uk 
+44 (0) 20 7679 1738 
http;//www.8pace bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/msc

• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp_arch@yahoo.com
nderstanding SPACE from the building to the cityu CAD Training Service
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MODEL MAKERS

020 /377 6127 l,UkJh > ••'tli'.i tujdols.cut n wvvvV.f

ARCHTTECniRAL

BULLFROG RIKCei_L-sMODELS LTD W: isyvM pikcaUf.CO.ukT: 444 (0) 870 990 5279
ConUcl

STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower WorkshopsTiA |«MI TTn *744 f (CW7T2«M<awww>*WI«^f owttiow.co.Mli 58 Riley Road. London SEl 3DG

Telephone: 020 7394 7866
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION
444 (d I7S27M 700
wv>w.circl»creti*re co.uk

CirclesolesVcrclwcTealk'W co.uk

.^jb-^'iviVJiLumltu.cum

Unique 3D Jmasn, Animations 6



3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

3d visualisation

t 01285 750555

www.wHtermancpmgraphic8.co.uk
Khattary Futura CKy / Mak* ArehHacti

digitalimdge

SURVEYORS
1020 7613 5630 www.thedigltalimageco.corn

206 BMhe Road. 
Hammenmth. London.

W14 OHH 
Tel: 020 7610 4132 
Fax: 020 7610 4142 

entail: Woentetropians.coni 
WWW fne&opiane.com

Land a Measuied Bixldmg Surveys 
FsfaUbned over 12 years 1^Ifil
■ Measured Buldvtg Surveys
■ SeltngOul
■ Topograptscal Surveys
■ GPS Surveys

Lond and Architectural Surveyors
nHtJiCHOHTFO/tAll
SpKuiising in
Topographical SuTwya - For Urge and snuJI 

Kale Mirve)i uung the bicK hi^ accuiacy 
mbotic iiutnifflenuuim and G.R.S. 

Archiiectural Sorvcyi - Far pUni and 
elevabom using SuiBuild building survey 
sofrwarc oit pen map hand held computeri 
Utility Surveys - For drajn^ and location of 

lU unde^round unLtr services. 
Phoiogrunneiry - For accuiaie 3D models of 
buildir^facadn, pipe works and areas oF 
difitcuh access

apr services *44(0) 208 447 8255
To advertise here please 
contact
Lucy Herdsman on:

020 7505 6873 
Email:
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

land & measured building surveys 
laser scanning & visualisation

mail@aprservices.net
www.aprservices.net

'r; POINTOOLS VIEW
pointcloifd & model viewer www.pointoole.com

Kinplasd Surveyors Liiniled
Bridge Chambers
Bridge Sueel
I^atherhcad
Surrey KT2I 8BN
Tel. 01372 3620S9
Fax. 01372 363059

PERSPECTIVES
measured land and building surveys DAVID HOARE

|iiMiiiM|mmm|iiiiiini|iiiioiii|mimH| ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATORe-aixil - mxiiekugalaadsBrveyora.co.nh 
website - www.liiftgelandiMnevtirs.co.uh ■w

i’

the true measure of excellence ?

: TJ
r:

HAND DRAWNt 020 8543 8884 e info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.uk
-PERSPECTIVES
TEL/FAX 020 8S52 7508

f 020 8543 6664

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street,
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A montage of works - some of which reached 
contract stage - assembled during retirement 
by former architect Richard Brown
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Readers may also obtairt information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. 
Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Lucy Herdsman on 020 7505 6873.

STOAKES SYSTEMS AJ ENQUIRY 202
This is Pamplona. Spain, and 
large new offices mixing KalwalL 
translucent cladding with 
structural curtain walling. 
Interesting - no KalwalL 
reflection or glare compared 
to the tow-tight-transmission 
reflecting glass. Tel 0208 660 
7667 or visit mww. stoakes. 
co.uk for more information.

HACEL LIGHTING AJ ENQUIRY 201
The Scenaric Daylight from 
Hacel is designed to recreate 
the appearance of natural 
illumination. The Virtual Daylight 
lens provides excellent ambient 
light, encouraging the creation 
of vibrant schemes sympathetic 
to screen technologies. An 
inbuilt PIR offers various modes 
to improve energy efficiency.

AJ ENQUIRY 204METAL TECHNOLOGYAJ ENQUIRY 203
The colourful Ecole washroom- 
systems range is the latest 
development from Pendock- 
Shires and has been created 
specifically for refurbishment 
and new'buitd projects in 
schools and colleges. The 
range includes cubicles and 
preplumbed solutions for use 
in complete washroom designs.

PENDOCK
A glazed tower in Latitude 
curtain wallingto house new 
stairs and lifts has helped 
upgrade Edinburgh's 1970s 
Rose Street car park and create 
a secure building. Fabricator 
Nortek Aluminium Systems 
worked with Keppie Design 
and Morrison Construction 
on the scheme,

AJ ENQUIRY 206
A stylish new generation of 
automatic glass door hinges 
by Italian engineering specialist 
Metalglas, which has just been 
released, now incorporates 
spring mechanisms within 
the body of the hinges, thus 
overcoming the need for inset 
floor springs, according to 
exclusive UK distributor Hafele.

AJ ENQUIRY 205 HAFELEMECHOSHADE
Mechoshade offers a solution 
to the problems of solar heat 
gain and glare, with its range of 
manual, motorised, automated 
and computerised solar-shading 
systems. These energy-saving 
and shade-alignment systems, 
with their own fabrics, provide 
protection in all types of 
environment.

AJ ENQUIRY 208
Corus has launched a 
completely revised version 
of its Repertoire online product- 
selection and colour-matching 
tool, which could revolutionise 
the way architects select 
building envelopes. The free, 
interactive tool allows architects 
to mix and match different 
cladding colours and profiles.

AJ ENQUIRY 207
Blanc de Bierges handcrafted 
architectural stonework 
products were chosen for 
the Express by Holiday Inn, 
Stevenage, because of their high 
strength. Morrison Design used 
Blanc de Bierges heads, sills and 
jambs for window surrounds, 
and string-course materials for 
the first-floor elevations.
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Level ux
Urban Village

The Visage Swiss Cottage - Terry FaireR & Partners - Timber Louv

Inspired by architecture. Levolux innovates, from state

of the art aluminium aerofoil fins to internal shading solu

tions. Light, heat and glare —all controlled by effective, dis

creet and often unique, solutions. Harnessing the emerg

ing possibilities of building technology, Levolux pushes the 

boundaries to achieve your vision.
ENQUIRY 12 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Levolux, Forward Drive, Harrow. Middlesex HA3 8NT United Kingdom Tel: 020 8863 9III e-mail: info@levolux.com wvAv.levolux.com


