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Church of the Resurrection, St. Petersburg. Light can change the 
soul of the objects it illuminates. See how it enhances the harmony 
of cupolas and spires that grace the famous Spas na Krovi cathedra).
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fli/ Ed Diyrrell

It seems apt at the time of the Conservative Party 
confercMice to ponder the right-wing concept of 
‘small government’ - that the economy and the 
country benefit if the state adopts a ‘lightness 
of touch' in dealing with imlivuhuils or businesses.

This magaiine has little business coming 
down on either side of the socialist-capitalist 
debate. Bm the appointment of Peter Bishop 
{see paqes i2- J J) to head up the new organisation 
Design for London, brings the question sharply 
into focvis. Does the capital really need yet 
another tier of architectural governance?

When Labour set up CABE in 1997, most 
architects greeted the birth of the quango with 
open onus, and it has largely done a good job.

Then in 2(KK), svith the creation of the 
position of Mayor of London, Ken arrived. 
Livingstone was handed the power to dravs’ 
up the London Plan and to veto developments. 
The mayor is also in charge of the London 
Development Agency and Transport for London,

both of which are heavily involved with 
development in the capital. And. of course, 
there are the boroughs themselves; English 
Heritage; the Royal Parks; and any munher 
of conservation groups to contend with. It is 
all becoming a bit much.

Design for London, a Livingstone invention 
aiming to 'inregrate' design policy in his growing 
empire, represents yet another bo.x to be ticked 
for architects.

But IS it really necessary? Will it not overlop 
with just about every other organisation out 
there? Will it make any difference ut all - other 
than as an obstacle to wealth creation?

Bishop says that hi.s role and the role of his 
organisation are yet to be entirely defined. He 
must see this as an opportunity. He must make 
sure that he develops a ‘lightness of touch’ so 
gentle that it is almost intangible. This is his only 
option if lie doesn’t want to be considered just 
another meddling civil servant.

CONTRIBUTORS

Pt’ler ii'/uj iiTifes alwtt
the siyecijicaiioti of a gla^ed facade 
en pujjfs -H-4.1 ef die 'ledimV.d 
€-y Practice sectioti, is a facade 
engineer at Biiro Happold

Scil Bridge, who photographs Will 
Alsop and Palestra for the anvr and 
Biiildimj Stmfij fpiiyes 25-J7), is ii 
photographer whose uvrh has been 
in Arena and the Independent

Joe Holiioak, who rcideu’s l^sigti 
Like Yon Ghv a Damn ch page 
45, is an architect, nriuin designer 
and a reader at Birmingluun 
School of Architecture

communications
Til* AreMwetV Journal ■ n*w«p«p«'
MOk PSK ezoot. PueaikMVr <n»p Csnuma,

by HMdiiy BraiKert Ltd OnfltiKlw indMoir 
rdpradueton by Wyndyhto OrbeKvi Und«<

AJ 05.10.06 3



CONTENTS

R46
THIEPVAL

s
fiCo

R25
R45SMCALSOP/

PALESTRA ARCHITECTURE 
FOR HUMANITY

BUILDING STUDY TECHNICAL 
& PRACTICE

AGENDANEWS

41-4325-3712-137
The process of specifyiny 
a glazed facade

SAfCAIsop's Palestra office 
building in Southwark, south 
London

Peter Bishop is the dark horse 
who scooped the role of 
London design director from 
under the noses of Alsop and 
Bnriietr. We find out whut 
makes him tick

Weekly digest/oiiline news

11
44Herzog & de Meuron wins 

Koyal Gold Medal 38-39 Legal/ web watch
Working detoils: a 'pod* made 
from GRP (glass-reinforced 
plastic) panels

14
16•VMiCi: takes botanical 

inspirotion with spiralling 
Hong Kong tower scheme

Obituary: formerAJ editor

AJ 05.10.064



SUBSCRIBE
• Goto wMw.ajplus.co.uk/subs6ignup;
• Call 0870 830 4959; or
• Email aj@subscription.co.uk
A £129 subscription (students £89) includes:
• The AJ every Thursday;
• AJ Specification every month;
• Accessto www.ajplus.co.ukand 
www.aj6pecification.com;

• Six breaking stories In a daily email alert

HERZOG &DEMEURON

R16
COLIN BOYNE

R41
GLAZED FACADES

REVIEWS REGULARS JOBS 8r CLASSIFIED ajplus.co.uk

45
18 49Anhiteclure for Humotiitifs Design 

Like You Give a Danm book
• Sustainable arts, 
cultural and leisure 
buildings at www.ajplus. 
co.uk/sustainability
• Daily breaking news
at www.ajplu8.co.uk/news
• More than 550 buildings 
at www.aj8pecificatlon.com
• Competitions at www.
aj plus.co.uk/awardscomps
• More than 70 events at 
www.ajplus.co.uk/diary
• The latest jobs at 
WWW.ajplus.co.uk/jobs

Aslrapal and Heilman Top five jobs:
• Capital Shopping Ceiftres
- dient’s project tnauaper
• Metroitet - liaison engineer
• KCA Intemaiional - 
I'merior designers
• Vnivasiig, Belfast
- lecturer
• O'Donnell + Tuomcij Architects
- arebiteas

46 22
Edwin Lutijcns' Memorial to 
the Missing at Thiepval

Letters

58
47 Sketchbook: Neil Bridge
The Warsaw embassy. 
Critic s choice

48
55The New Office exhibition
Classified advertising

AJ 05.10.06 5



Choose
NBS Building
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specification clauses with extensive
Why not join more than 5000 offices thatguidance, suitable for a wide variety of
put their trust in us by using our specificationconstruction projects. It is available in three
software? To find out more on the scopelevels of service - Full, Abridged and Minor
and content, or to run a demo of NBSWorks - depending upon the size and
Building, visit www.thenbs.com/products/complexity of projects undertaken. NBS
nbsBuilding/ or contact NBS Sales onBuilding is delivered in software or paper
0845 456 9594.format and is regularly updated with new

ENQUIRY 13 ON CARD 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



BREAKING NEWS DAILY/WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK

THURSDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
• Alsop slams appointment of ‘manager' as 

London's design director (see pages 12-13)
• Regerteratlon bose attempts to play down 

Pathfinder legal blow (right)
• Designers sought for 'people's playground' 

in Blackpool
• Southampton practice embroiled 

in negligence claim

All the news you need from the world 
of architecture breaks daily on www. 
ajplus.co.uk. To get your news first 
activate your online subscription at 
WWW.aj plus.CO.uk/activate 
For login details call 020 7S0S 8623

FRIDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
• CASE slams MAKE'S Cube 

scheme for Birmingham
• Arts Council cash gets Levitt 

Bernstein's Colston Hall 
project back on track

• Arup report 'shows zero- 
carbon Olympic village 
is within reach'

• Work finally starts on refurb 
of New York's famous 
Guggenheim (right)

MONDAY 2 OCTOBER
• Brum viewing platform to 

break Midlands height record
• Enfield 'throws out rule book' to 

reject KSS’ Spurs training ground
• Bloc wins the V&A's battle of the 
40 Under 40 young guns

• Green campaigner George 
Monbiot plans Gehry expose

TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER
• Final hurdle set to be cleared as 

King's Cross SI 06 deal agreed
• Construction students threaten 
to boycott ‘badly designed' Bond 
Bryan building

• Gehry plans to 'better Bilbao* with 
museum for France's richest man

• Fretton gets thumbs-up for Cheeky 
Chappy Brixton scheme (left)

WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER
• Second Hodder swimming pool 

closes amid rumours (above)
• ARB removes Glasgow designer 

from register
• Zaha finalises design for new 

civic building in Montreal
• Canterbury Cathedral calls 
for £50 million to stave off 
'structural disaster'
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Oasis. Pivotal engineering.



♦ thrislington cubicles
Product; Contact: t 4^44 1011244 520 677

w WWW thrislingtoncubides com 
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rv
Unique patented hydraulic clo&mg 

mectramsm ensures that doors 

remain dosed

Pivoted doors are suspended 

using our unique patented 

hydraulic closing mechanism. 

With feet hidden from view. 

Oasis cubicles look like a 

floating wall. Strength comes 

from the aluminium frame 

with stainless steel fixings. 

Design and engineering are 

pivotal to our success.

Aluminium frameworlc and 

stainless steel through fixings 

provide strength

Sprng loaded stainless steel 

lock for ease of use.
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erplanning 2006
Improving skills and understanding processes to create 
successful masterplans
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■ Explain the importance of clearly expressing your 
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strategies for effectively engaging the community 
and stakeholders

Eric Sorensen, Chief Executive,
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Michael Lowndes, National Urban Design Director, 
TURLEY ASSOCIATES

Jason Prior, Regional Vice President, 
EDAW

Explore the need for sustainable future projects 
and how masterplanning can play a part

Offer you an insight into the most prolific 
masterplans of today

David Leonard, Head of Design, 
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWNS

To register -

www.ajmasterplanning.co.uk
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Email: constructconferences@emap.com
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NEWS

2.

1. Jacques Herzog (left) 
and Pierre de Meuron
2. The seminal Goetz 
Collection, Munich1.

SWISS STARS SCOOP GOLD
Bi/ Richard

Swiss firm Herzog & dc 
Meuron has won this year’s 
RIBA Royal Gold Medal.

The prestigious award, 
which was due to be rubber- 
stamped by the RIBA council 
yesterday (4 October), will be 
handed to the practice in 
recognition of its worldwide 
architectural achievements.

The decision catapults the 
practice into a star-studded hall 
of fame. Previous winners of the 
158-year-old honour include 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies van 
der Rohe and Le Corbusier.

Founded in 1978 by 
Jacques Herzog and Pierre 
de Meuron. the proctice is best 
known on the global stage for 
its work on Tate Modern and 
its eagerly anticipated Olympic 
Stadium in Beijing.

The two Basel-born 
architects have lived almost 
parallel lives, having studied

together at the ETH in Zurich 
before forming their practice.

With partners Christine 
Binswanger and Hurry Gugger. 
the firm has more than 150 
stuff in otFices in Basel. London. 
Munich and San Francisco.

Herzog and de Meuron are 
no sirongers to success, having 
shared the Pritzker Architecture 
Prize in 2001.

The practice also won 
the Stirling I'rize three years 
ago with the Laban Centre 
in Deptford - and couldn’t be 
considered previously with its 
Tate Modern scheme because, 
at the time, the project architect 
Gugger did not have a UK- 
recognised Port 3 qualification.

The Stirling Prize rules 
were changed as o result.

One of Herzog & de 
Meuroii's earliest appearances 
on the UK architectural radar 
was the seminal (Joetz

Collection building in Munich, 
which was visited by Tute 
supremo Nicholas Seroto. It is 
thought this trip helped secure 
the practice’s appointment to 
redesign the Bankside power 
station site.

The firm has since landed 
major cultural projects - such 
as tlie Walker Art Gallery 
extension in Minneapolis and 
the de Young imiseuni in San 
Francisco - as well as stadia 
and other high-profile sdiemes 
around tlie world.

And in July the practice 
was asked back to Londons 
Bankside to design the all-new 
'glass pyramid' extension to 
Tate Modern.

Before the practice is 
handed the annual Gold 
Medal, the council's 
recommendation must 
be pcrsonully approved 
by the Queen.
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AGENDA

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
Bti Richml UjiujIuw

‘advise, change, channel and 
shape ideas’, as well as create 
an open dialogue about the 
future of London,

‘DtL has to engage with 
all Londoners, and we will be 
trying to get as many people 
excited about their city as 
possible,’ he says.

‘It has to operate on a 
range of levels, unifying broader 
themes with more detailed 
ones, such as looking at the 
psychology of a city, right 
down to studying the detailed 
design of streets.’

He adds: ‘I also want it to 
be flexible and permeable. We’ll 
be looking at seconding people 
in and out of the unit, trying to 
establish good working 
relationships with architecture 
schools througliout London.'

The enthusiasm with which 
Bishop speaks about his new 
role is immediately obvious.

missing the point ot the job,' he 
sags.'And 1 hope to be sitting 
with Will Alsop soon having 
a good talk over a drink.'

Bishop adds;Tm not a big 
name in design or architecture 
but I don’t have to be - 1 know
how cities work.

‘This job is about giving 
focus. It doesn’t matter how 
brilliant a designer you are if 
you can’t implement designs 
and bring ideas together. It’s 
not just about being o manager.’

Bishop will be heading 
up design in the Mayor’s 
new Design for London (DfL) 
team, bringing together existing 
tecuns from the Greater London 
Authority (GLA), the London 
Development Agency, and 
possibly Transport for London.

The details of the new 
design director’s role are still 
being worked out, but Bishop 
says he will be looking to

The appointineiu of London’s 
first design director was not 
without irony. For when l^eter 
Bishop takes up his new job in 
January, he will be doing so in 
the Palestra building - designed 
by one of his main competitors 
for the role, Will Alsop (see 
Builditffj Siudtj,pa0es 25-37).

The selection of Bishop 
came os a surprise, with Alsop 
and Ricky Burdett seen os 
being favourites for the job.
But there is no doubt in the 
winner’s mind thot he is the 
right choice; despite grumblings 
over the role being given to a 
‘manoger’, not a designer.

With nearly 30 years of 
experience svorking in London, 
Bishop has oveneen some of the 
capital’s biggest dev’elopments 
and is under no illusion how 
great an undertaking it is.

‘I think to have this idea 
of needing to be a designer is

AJ 05.10.0612



PETER BISHOP-CV

1976
Manchester University: 
degree in town and country 
planning

1978
London Borough of 
Westminster: worked in 
development-control team

Local authority veteran Peter Bishop was a surprise 
choice for the new role of London’s design director

1980
London Borough of Islington: 
head of policy-research team

1984
London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets: head 
of implementation and 
landscape department

He claims to have ‘the best job 
in Britain', and is quick to alloy 
fears that Dtl may take powers 
from other design bodies.

There have been concerns 
from CABE over how the two 
bodies will sit together, but 
Bishop says he is mindful that 
the DfL should complement 
such organisations - to be a 
‘natural forum, which does 
not duplicate work'.

The positive messages 
coming frotn Londons new 
design guru are unlikely to 
appease everyone, but the 
role has been successful in 
other European cities, such as 
Barcelona, and Bishop will be 
looking abrood for inspiration.

■| don't have a blueprint 
to follow - I think I would be 
very dangerous if 1 did,' he soys. 
‘But I will be looking elsewbere, 
os there’s an awful lot that we 
can learn.

‘We w'ill be completely 
open to ideas, and hopefully, in 
a few years’ time, people from 
other countries will be coming 
to look at what DfL is doing.’ 

Bishop is well aware the 
UK is perceived as being too 
conservative in its architecture, 
and this is at the top of his list 
of things to change.

To do this, he is not afraid 
of employing the services of 
international architects. DfL, 
Bishop says, will be picking 
the best of British and 
international practices.

‘You cat! only really count 
on one hand the number of 
foreign architects building in 
London, although they ore 
working on some of the stand
out schemes in the city.’ he soys.

‘But there are an awful 
lot of extremely good young 
practices coming through at 
the moment, and hopefully

there will be a willingness from 
them to get involved and work 
with us.’

For the time being. Bishop 
will corrg on as director of 
culture and environment at 
Camden Council, hut he is 
keen to begin the design debate.

He says,‘There is on awful 
lot of talk of the effect of tall 
buildings on London’s skyline, 
and rightly so. But tltere is the 
widely overlooked problem of 
how buildings meet the ground.

■ All too often big 
developments can create a 
vacuum, as the ‘edge’ areas of 
the scheme are left behind. I 
want to look at integrating the 
edges of developments, a field of 
design srill generally neglected.’ 

Which begs the question; 
will Bishop be entirely 
comfortable with the idea of 
calling Aisop s ambitious high- 
rise Palestra scheme ‘the office’?

1985
London Borough ofTower 
Hamlets: director of planning

1987
London Borough of Haringey: 
head of property, planning 
and architecture department

1997
London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham: 
director of environment

2001
London Borough of Camden; 
director of culture and 
environment

2007
Design for London: director
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NEWS IN PICTURES

MAKE GETS IN ATWIST
MAKE Architects has unveiled these 
images of its proposals for a 3S-storey 
skyscraper in Hong Kong. If the tower 
wins planning permission it wilt join a 
number of high-rise schemes springing 
up west of the old Hong Kong airport, 
where building height used to be 
restricted to just 11 storeys due to 
low flight paths. Mirroring the shape 
of the Zantedeschia lily, the 150m-tall 
mixed-use residential and leisure 
building will wrap around a central 
core and boast a series of ‘spiralling’ 
terraces. Project architect Frank Filskow 
said:'We want people in the apartments 
not to have to live completely Inside all 
the time.' Each floor will contain only 
two flats - most with four bedrooms 
to accommodate extended families.
Bij Richard Waiie

1. The Zantedeschia lily inspired the scheme
2. Concept sketch
3. The Hong Kong tower will wrap around a core
4. The building will boast 'spiralling' terraces
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OUTSTANDING DESIGN 
THAT DOESNT STAND OUT.

Bobrick has set the standard in commercial washroom 

equipment since 1906 with a quality of service that’s 

every bit as impressive as its products. Durable and easily 

maintained, the TrimLine Series Washroom Accesories, 

recessed or surface mounted, will always be outstanding.

Tlie TrimLine range of accessories bnn^ outstanding, 

streamlined, architectural style to commercial and 

public washrooms. Designed to be wall-recessed and 

robustly constructed in satin-linish, type 304 stainless steel, 

it is both functional and practical, providing a clean, 

unobstructed environment, which is especially appreciated 

by people with disabilities.

A range of options accommodates all essential services 

from toilet tissue, soap and paper towel dispensers to waste 

receptacles, napkin/tampon vendors and disposals. The 

TrimLine range is also available in conventional, surface 

mounted versions.

BUILDING VALUE SINCE 1906 
Celebrating 100 Years
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OBITUARY

2006COLIN BOYNE 1921
Bi/ Peier Carolin

work involved a one-mile walk 
to a country bus and then a 
train up to London. A 
sometimes glowering presence, 
he was also a kindly person 
who could cut to the heart of 
a difficulty with practical help.

Towards the end of his time 
at the Architectural Press the 
feuding among its owners, the 
sales to United Trade Press and 
Maxwell, and the changing 
architectural climate caused 
Boyne much grief. Three geors 
ago, reviewing a book on post
war reconstruction in Britain, 
he concluded that from about 
1956 onwards ‘post-war 
architecture as a social art 
started to be replaced by a 
return to the traditional form 
of architecture as conspicuous 
display, delighting architect, 
client and, of course, the media’.

went straight to Newham, 
convinced the emergency 
services that he was an official, 
and was consequently the only 
journalist allowed on site.
It resulted in a wonderfully 
measured article.

A moster of pithy prose. 
Boyne wrote leaders to exact 
length, by hand. Weekly post
mortems could be bruising 
affairs, with mutterings about 
the luck of campaigns, the 
omis.sion of critical information, 
or an unconvincing case-study. 
He made us realise that 
architectural editing is a 
particular skill, and instilled in 
us a strong sense that we were 
holding the journal in trust for 
future editors and readers.

Passionate about the 
countryside, he and his wife 
Rosemary built their own 
house in Kent. Despite his w'or 
wounds, Boyne's journey to

‘Colin Boyne’s consistent effort 
through theAJ... supporting 
and encouraging architecture 
as o useffil, cooperative art 
— rational, humane, socially 
responsible and technically 
competent — has been a heroic 
contribution,' wrote Hugh 
Morris after the former AJ 
editor’s retirement from the 
Architectural Press in 1984. 
Boyne died last week, aged 85.

Wounded in the Burma 
campaign and invalided out 
of the Indian Army, Boyne 
went to the A A in 1943, after 
which he took up a job on the 
AJ, becoming editor in 1953 
and holding the post until 1970, 
w'hen he become chairman of 
theAJ and AR editorial boards,

The post-war period 
presented huge difficulties 
to architects and Boyne had 
great sympathy for them. The 
AJ employed research fellows

to create a comprehensive 
information system. From this 
emerged the A4 system, the AJ/ 
SfB classification system, and 
the hugely successful Element 
Design Guides which, in 1961, 
boosted the AJ’s circulation fioin 
14,000 to 22,000.

Boyne and the AJ played 
a major part in changing the 
profession - instigating the 
abandonment of the practice 
of chief architects taking sole 
credit for their firm’s projects, 
the shift in emphasis ftom 
private practice to far greater 
public-sector representation 
on the RIBA Council, and 
the commissioning of a 
ground-breaking survey 
of the profession.

One of Boyne’s finest 
moments as a journalist was 
after the collapse of Ronan 
Point in 1968. Hearing about 
it on the morning news, he Peter Carolin is a former AJ editor
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CEILING I SYSTEMS

{ Between us, ideas become reatrty.]

FROM IDEA TO REALITY IN ONE CLICK.

The newiy designed Armstrong Ceilings website is the fastest way to take 

your design frcwn vision to creation. The interface and navigation tools are more 

user-friendly than ever before. It is a constant source of inspiration, giving 

you instant access to photo arxj video case studies with useful pr^entations. 

Product information is intelligently organised and ^rchable in just three clicks, 

making it much easier to find the best ceiling solutions. Recommendations 

for the inst^lation ^d maintenance of suspended ceilings are avail^Dle as 

downloadable PDF files. You can locate our partners and download technical 

documents in an instant. All from the comfort of your own office.

www.armstrong-ceilings.co.uk

INSPIRATION SELECTION PRODUCTS SPECS S TECHNICAL CONTACTS

Book of Ideas 
Photo Gallery 
Environment...

> > By Design
> By Performance
> By Application...

> New Products
> Product Overview
> Product Information...

> Data Sheets
> CAD Drawings
> Installation Instructions...

> Customer Support
> Distributor Location
> Contractor Location...

>
>

H
(^mstronga
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ASTRAGAL

7 think we will 
discover that the 
skyscraper was 
purely a product 
of the cheap oil 
and yas aye. 
Excitiny as they 
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Brick Mlllbanding Preecompoet toilet

sewer of 
vulyarity, yreed 
and architectural 
sliort-termism’
Stephen Bayley on Oxford 
Street. Observer, 01.10.06

\ Mtibuming stove Jack Strawbale walling

THE JOY OF ARCHITECTURE
Excitable renders will be 
waiting with bated breath 
for the latest biography of 
Frank Lloyd Wright. The reason 
for this sweaty-palmed 
excitement is that this ain’t 
any ordinary book. 77jc 
Fellowship, according to reports, 
is a steamy saucepot of an 
architectural bonkbuster. Page 
eight sees the authors. Roger 
Friedland and Harold Zellman, 
describing the teenage protege 
daydreaming about sex and 
drifting into his ‘moist dream 
space’. And page 17 sees an 
bizarre account of Frankie 
watching his mentor Louis 
Sullivan at the drafting table, 
‘the languid lines coursing 
through his ornamental 
detailing’ — to the point where 
he becomes ‘ashomed by his 
own pleasure’. Astragal’s getting 
a little hot under the collar...

The recendy-appointed Defra 
top dog, tipped to one day 
take over as leader of the party, 
was having a nosey around the 
RIBA truck, which featured 
ideas by Manchester 
schoolchildren for an eco- 
replacement for 10 Downing 
Street. Miliband was amazed 
the students took just three 
days to turn out the designs. 
‘Architects get paid for weeks 
and weeks for designing 
something like this,’ he observed. 
How they chuckled in the 
RIBA lorry. Miliband w'as far 
cannier when Astragal osked 
him if he would consider an 
eco-home if he became PM. He 
sidestepped that one easily with 
a bland Defra-based retort. He 
also turned down the chance to 
be photographed ‘provocatively’ 
next to a photo of a ‘green’
No. 10 door. They’re not as 
daft as they look, these MPs.

SLIM PICKINGS
Oh, the fickleness of celebrities. 
The latest star guilty of having 
his cake, then stufTing his face 
with it, is international Dj 
FatboySlim, The Brighton- 
bused record spinner recently 
joined local campaigners to 
stand against a proposed 
development by Alan Phillips 
Architects. The scheme called 
for the demolition of an Art 
Deco building, which Mr Slim 
was rather fond of. So the 
development was dropped. But 
Astragal hears that Fatboy now 
hopes to use another Phillips 
project as the backdrop for liis 
latest video. Cake, anyone?

7 realise that 
notliiny of such 
spectacular 
eleyance could 
have been built 
by a ycneration 
of rationalists’
Roy Hottersley on 
Canterbury Cathedral us 
it launches a restoration 
appeal. Guaniia», 02,10.06 HEIR TO BLAIR?

Sniffing around the Labour 
Party conference in Manchester 
last week, A.stragal had the 
pleasure of bumping in to fresh- 
foced upstan David Miliband.
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Corus Panels and Profiles 

Floordecking exposed ^
corus

■Rie next genwation of profited steel composites takes floor decking to 
another tevel. Where a visibfy exposed soffit is required Comftor 80 can 
be manufactured with a white Cokxxx>af Poiyest^ pre-finished steel to 

^flfve a light, bright, low maintenance interior. Comflor 80

The highly efficient profile design 
and constajction costs. Additional saving can be mado.wrth the use 
of ‘FibreFlor a mesh free corrposrte flooring system that can reduce 
installation times by up to 20%. When combined with FibreFlor

s on structural steel

is manufactured using a higher grade steel ComFlor 80 provide a fire rating exceeding 2 hours.
that allows spans of up to 5m

We have one of the most comprehensive steel floor decking rar>gesto be achies^d.
available. These indude two de^ decks 'SD22S. ComFlor 210

five shallow composite floor decks. (ComFlor 46. 51. 70. 80
and 100/ plus five permanent formwork profiles.

For a brochure or more information
call or visit our web she.

Corus Panels and Profiles Tel: +44 (0) 1684 856600
Fax: 4 44 (0) 1684 866601Sales and Technical Office, Severn Drive.
sales@coruspanelsandprofiles.co.ukTewkesbury Business Park, Tewkesbury,
technical©coruspanelsandprofiles.co ukGloucestershire 6L20 8TX

www.coruspanelsandprofiles.co.ukENQUIRY IB ON CARD 
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Specifying non-combustible materials is a guaranteed way for the designer to reduce fire hazards. And in the event of a fire 
that means less smoke, less risk to life and less threat to business continuity.

But what is non-combustible?

Descriptions such as fireproof, firesafe and non-combustible building can give the misleading Impression that materials are 
non-combustible. Eurobond composite cladding panels have a truly non-combustible rock wool core.



about non-combustibility

To find the TRUTH go to www.face-the-facts.net
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LETTERS

ONLY TIME WILL REVEALTHE TRUE SUCCESS OF SMC
Your tribute to SMC (AJ 28.09.06) with the diagram captioned 
‘the rocketing turnover of the SMC Group sums up the firms 
relentless financial progress’ misses most of the point. PJsing 
turnover doesn’t necessarily mean financial success.

Obviously turnover will rise as SMC bugs up firms, 
as will the profit total. But the City will not be fooled in the 
long term as such figures are irrelevant to a firm’s success - and 
longevity - unless the profit percentage of turnover is at a high 
enough level to keep SMC going, taking into account the initial 
capital outlay, and the earn-out capital, yet to be found, to those 
former partners and directors of the firms joining the group.

Congratulations to SMC for its initiative, courage and 
speedy progress, but it would be interesting, and instructive, if you 
could monitor the situation in comprehensive follow-up articles. 
Dtwid Rock, Harleston, Norfolk

IS IT REALLYTIME FOR A CHANGE OF PRACTICE?
The RIBA has postponed the introduction of its Chartered 
Practice Scheme by si.x months to allow practices more time 
to prepare for its requirements.

The institute has pledged that the cost of the scheme 
will not fall on the membership generally, but will be entirely 
self-supporting. This delay can only increase costs for participants.

Might now be the rime for the RIBA to consider the 
scheme’s abolition? It is an interventionist and divisive proposal 
which seeks to support only those practices that sign up to it 
and leoves the others out in the cold.

Should not the RIBA support all practices, or leave 
practice support to an all-inclusive body such as the Association 
of Consultant Architects?
Tom Jestico.Jestico + IVhiles

ART SHOULD HELP US IMPROVE OUR ARCHITECTURE
Part of the problem of what we call ‘art and architecture’ - which 
your editorial highlights admirably (AJ 21.09.06) — is that it is 
often seen as a syncretism rather than the centre of a range, with 
conventional art at one end and conventional architecture at the 
other - with landscape architecture a bit closer to the middle.

This is creative placemaking; it is not simply a matter 
of a greater contextual sensitivity or a decorative practicality, 
but an understanding of the deeper nature of‘place’.

While the Element House is an exquisite example of 
an architectural artwork, its comparison with the Welsh Assembly 
is not well chosen. While the ‘lipstick on the gorilla’ syndrome - 
where o last-minute, often out-of-character addition is made 
to a mundane building by way of satisfying the ‘percent-for-ort’ 
requirement - has been far too prevalent over the years, not all 
buildings can be total artworks, and I understand that the 
commissions in the Welsh Assembly were undertaken with the full 
cooperation of the orchitects and with a sensitivity to their vision 
- something which, in my opinion, is inmiediately apparent on 
visiting the building. No ‘tussle’ and no ‘lipstick’ here.

In my own experience of collaboration over a number 
of years with artist Pandora Vaughan, I have found the influence 
entirely beneficial in questioning habitual architectural thinking 
and in setting a new creative course by these different horizons. 
While ‘art and architecture’ does require its own set of skills, its 
essence is available to us all as better creators and makers.

Buildings are not necessarily the most important part 
of architecture. When we are able to understand that, then we 
will be on our way.
Hhh’ Mercdtfdd Otivn, DohsotrOu’cn Architecis, Pwllheli

A TRANSATLANTIC DEFENCE OF LORD ARCHER
AJ 17.08.06 has just reached me here in sunny California, so at 
this lute date I read Astrogul’s snide remarks on Jeffrey Archer.

The nominal premise of ‘correction’ is to enable people to 
reflect on and reform their behavior. In Archer’s case, peijury must 
have looked especially stupid from the vantage point of prison.

There's also an assumption that once people have served 
their sentences, they are to be given another chance. Martha 
Stewart comes to mind. If she showed up at Rorence Hall in 
similar circumstances, would Astragal describe her as a cheat 
and wonder aloud why anyone would want her? I really doubt it. 
Johti Ponnott, Berkeletf, California

IT IMPROVEMENT IS AN ISSUE OF PEOPLE
Most people will read your piece on Grimshaw’s knowledge- 
management system (AJ 21.09.06) and see that there are tools to 
solve a problem that they have. By oil means invest in technology, 
because it will help to solve many other problems, but do not 
expect an intranet/extranet/portal/database to solve your 
knowledge-management problem. This is a job for people.

As to the parricular product, I think it is a good one. 
Microsoft also has a strong offering with Sharepoint, which is 
going to get much better with the release of Office 2007 andVistu. 
Anyone thinking about investing in such a system should wait until 
the dust has settled on the product release before dipping their toes 
in the water. In the long term, my money is on Microsoft 
Sharepoint. How do I know this? Call it intuition if you will!

Finally, 1 think that the diagram of when to purchase 
a new system is complete tosh. 1 have a Filemoker system which 
is not getting more expensive to maintain, and 1 don’t see any 
evidence that other systems are getting cheaper to install. In both 
cases the people are the main cost, not the software, and skilled 
people are not getting cheaper.

Berlin, IT matiager, HTA Archiiects

Please address letters to: 77jc Izditor, Tlte Architects’Journal, 151 Rosebery 
Avenue, London HCIR 4GB,fax 020 7505 6701, or email anyela. 
tmvtoH@emap.com to arrive by tOam on the Monday before publication. 
Ihe Architects'Journal reserves the right to edit letters.
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HAVING TROUBLE 
RECRUITING?

NEWS TAI{
Designer Aluminium

The AJ has been promoting quality architecture for over 100 years and 
is the only 100% paid for magazine in the UK architecture industry.

Place an ad with us and target potential candidates of the highest calibre. 
PLUS Your first job title will also be advertised for 4 weeks on the UK’s 
most visited construction jobs website: 
vfww. careers inconst ruction, com

For more information on placing a recruitment ad in the AJ,
please contact Laura Tilting on 020 7505 6803, laura.tilling@emap.com

► -

LET US SOLVE YOUR RECRUITMENT WORRIES AG008 AC011

AG003

Tel: (01474) 353111 www.new-star.co.uk
www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs Newstar Door Controls Limited, Imperial Business Estate, 

West Mill, Gravesend. Kent DA11 OOL 

Email: info^new-star.co.uk Fax: (01474) 353911
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lED^Light for you
powered by OSRAM

Come on! Visit my network.
I promise you won’t regret it. LED Light for you is the home of workfwkle 
partners who will help you to turn your lighting ideas into the new generation 
of LED applk^tions. All partners are certified so you can rest assured about 
dieir quality, know how and service.

Come on now and see for yourself how our partners can support you 
in finding optical, thermal and elecfronic solutions for your LED lighting 
projects. I am looking forward to your visit!

Get to know me at electronica 2006, Munich, Hall A4, Booth A4/107.

www.ledlightforyou.com
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WHERE CLIENTS, CONTRACTORS 
& CONSULTANTS CONVERGE.

Whatever your role in
civil engineering, there is
one great event that you won't
want to miss. Staged over three days
at London Olympia, Civils 2006 is home to
over 250 high-profile exhibitors demonstrating
their capabilities and launching brand-new products.

The show is designed for networking: meet your colleagues, 
make new contacts - and discuss the issues in the industry that 
matter most to you. What's more, Civils 06 offers a packed programme 
of technical seminars, all CPD-accredited. k A

REGISTER NOW AND YOU'LL RECEIVE:

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION

CIVILSFAST-TRACK ENTRY

6A FREE SHOW PLANNER & CATALOGUE

London, Olympia 

28-30 November
REGULAR SHOW UPDATES

Organised by: Paftr>ered with:

REGISTER WITHOUT DELAY AT

www.civils.com



SMC ALSOP/ 
PALESTRA

1. Palestra sets a pattern for future development in the vicinity of Tate Modern



BUILDING STUDY

WE DON’T WEAR GREY 
SUITS EVERY DAY - WHY 
SHOULD WE BE STUCK 
WITH GREY BUILDINGS?
R\j Kenneth Ponvll. Photography htj Nei! Rridye

Will Alsop first set up practice in 1981 with fellow Architectural Association 
graduate John Ujall. In 2000 he formed Alsop Architects and in the same 
year won the RIBA Stirling Prize for Peckham Library, This year the 
practice, which now has i^ces in London, Singapore, Toronto, Beijing and 
Shanghai, joined the SX1C Group to form SMC Alsop, where it continues 
to push for ‘risk-taking’ design.

renamed again bg Tfl.) is one of a series of recent buildings - the 
Fawood Children’s Centre, the Goldsmiths’ College block at New 
Cross and the Queen Mary medical school - by Alsop's practice 
(now SMC Alsop) that manage to be economical, practical and 
also visually memorable, adding that element of enjoyment that 
I’iers Gough did so well in the 1980s, but which today seems to 
be Alsop’s preserve.

Called ‘Palestra’ because the site was once occupied 
by a boxing venue (the word derives from the Greek for a sporting 
arena), Alsop’s building replaces Orbit House, an unremarkable 
1960s Seifert job, used as a store by the British Library. When 
Orbit House was built, Southwark was a bridge loo far for 
potential office tenants, but everything changed with the advent 
of the Jubilee Line extension, the development of The Cut, and a 
new ILichard MacCormoc-designcd Tube station on the corner 
of Blackfriars Road. (The new’ Southwark station, which links 
to Waterloo East, was intended, like some of Charles Holden’s 
Northern Line stations, to carry a development on top; this has so 
far failed to materialise.) Planning consent for Southpoint/Palestra 
was given in 1999 - before the opening of the extended Jubilee 
Line - the clients being Stuart Bailey and Mallory Clifford of 
Blackfriars Investments (also the initial clients for Alsop’s Victoria 
House scheme in Bloomsbury and the proposed Puddle Dock 
across the Thames in the City). A few years passed as Bailey and 
Clifford looked for development partners - there wos scepticism 
that a development so far from the river would work commercially.

Blackfriars Road is currently one of London’s development 
hotspots, as developers and their architects line up to transform 
the area with new office and residential developments. While 
Southwark Council ponders the future of Blackfriars Road as 
the site for a new cluster of tall buildings, including the Beetham 
Tower, Will Alsop’s very much medium-rise Palestra has been not 
only completed on a site opposite Southwark tube station but also 
fully pre-let, with Transport for London (TfL) taking the entire 
building and subletting two-and-a-half floors to the London 
I )evelopiiient Agency (LDA). The LDA will have its own front 
door at ground level, with a public exhibition area housed in a 
typical Alsop ‘pod’, a species most of us first became familiar with 
at the Stirling Prize-winning Peckham Library, just a couple of 
miles from Palestra.

Characterised by Charles Jencks as an architect who 
has ‘self-consciously pursued the iconic building as a goal in itsclT, 
Alsop is revealed in this project as a rational builder who can cope 
with the spec development agenda and produce a highly saleable 
product. Palestra (which started as ‘Southpoint’ and is likely to be
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2. The building stands opposite MacCormac’s Southwark station 
and forms an effective end-stop to The Cut

AJ 05.10.06 27



into Ulockfriars striding across the Charing Cross line immediately 
to the east. The low-rise setting means chat views out of the 
building are excellent. There was extended debate with Southwark 
planners about the height of the development, and u proposal to 
add a layer of penthouses did not find favour. In other respects, 
the completed project is very much as it had been envisaged seven 
or eight years ago. The key architectural idea is clearly that of 
breaking up the box by cantilevering the upper floors over the 
road. At the seventh storey the floor steps back to provide a 
generous external terrace - another extravagant gesture in the 
eyes of agents but, again, one that helped to sell the building.
At its eastern end. the building leans 2.5“ out of vertical.

Palestro was developed on a design-and-build contract, 
with SMC Alsop novated to Skanska, and Richard Ellis as project 
managers. Alsop's designs appear, however, to have been faithflilly 
realised, with a good standard of internal detailing. The main 
reception urea is a light and elegant space, enlivened with artwork 
by Kate Dincen whicli everyone, apparently to the cmnoyance 
of the artist, compares to giant Smarties. The 'cunningly sloped' 
(Duncan Macaulay) reception desk is a classic Alsop design.
For him, the key feature of the building is the way in which it 
meets the street. The ground level is partly open, the upper floors 
appearing to rest on characteristic Alsop-esque legs. This covered 
space was intended to be public domoin: there were ideas for a cafe 
or shops here. Now the LDA’s shop window will be the attraction, 
displaying a changing selection of current development projects.

There was equal scepticism from letting agents that Alsop’s 
orchitecture was tailored to the tastes of the morkei.‘We don’t wear 
grey suits every day - why should we be stuck with grey buildings?’ 
Alsop asked. He proposed that Palestra be a building with strong 
form and vivid colour. Tlie formula had worked elsewhere in 
the commercial field - at the Harbour Tower in Diisseldorf, for 
example. With Palestra. Alsop proposed to expand the decorative 
agenda, working with Pilkiiigtons to develop new techniques for 
baking coloured patterns into the glazing. The agents, in love with 
grey metal, etTecrively vetoed the idea. As Alsop's project architect 
Duncan Macaulay says, their advice now seems perverse: ‘We were 
seen as arty and insufliciently commercial, but the use of colour 
is a strong element in tlie high proflle of the building, and is what 
attracted TfL’. he believes. The glazed envelope now features 
nothing more than panels of vivid yellow.‘We got knocked back 
somewhat on the colour issue’. Alsop admits - while expressing 
satisfaction with the building's final appearance {set pages 37-39).

Beliind the facades, the 28,000in^ Palestro is actually 
a very streem-ise commercial proposition, with big 3,iMKhii- 
floorplates, lOOni long on a 7.5m grid with a maximum width 
of 36m, and condensed central cores. Initially, there was provision 
for a dealing floor, subsequently deleted from the pmgramme.
One bank looked at tlie building, Macaulay recalls, and rejected 
it on the grounds that there was ‘social’ housing across the street. 
The context is actually memorable, with the elevated railway line 
into Charing Cross enclosing the site to the north and the tracks
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6.

3. Union Street
4 & 5. The reception area is enlivened with artwork 
by Kate Dineen. The desk is an Alsop design 
6. Corner of Union Street and Gambia Street

5.

For those emerging from the Tube station - the principal public- 
transport gateway to Tate Modern - this space is a natural marker 
at the end of Union Street.Just as satisfying are the more distant 
views of the building, especially as seen from The Cut, where it 
forms a very effective end-stop. Illuminated at night, it has on 
equally positive presence as the soffit of the tilted box lights the 
space beneath. The scale of the building is extremely well-judged 
for its location and sets an obvious pattern for future development 
in the immediate vicinity.

SEl (or‘South Central* in agent-speak) seems to be 
booming - even with some avsistance from the public sector, which 
looks likely to underwrite a start on Renzo Piano’s ‘Shard’ in 2007. 
The contentious issue of height continues to dominate much of 
the debate about future development in Southwark. Although there 
is a case for building high close to the river, buildings on the scale 
of Palestra fit more comfortably into the urban fabric of inner 
Bankside. While developers clamour for riverside sites, Southwark 
Council’s grand projet (extending over the next 15 years) is the 
redevelopment of the Elephant and Casde. The future success 
of this area is dependent on its connection to Bankside and 
Borough, and Palestra points the way to further development 
in the Dlackfrian Road/Unioii Street/St George’s Circus area 
where, again, high-rise buildings would be inappropriate.

Palestra is clearly an importont project for Alsop 
- his largest to date in Britain if the Jubilee Line station at 
North Greenwich, with its major civil-engineering component,

is excluded. Southwark is now an established office location, 
with Norman Foster’s More London still growing and Allies 
and Morrison’s Bankside 123 scooping up some excellent lettings. 
Both these developments include a number of office buildings plus 
areas of public space and retail/hotel/cultural facilities. Both are 
middle-rise schemes, on a scale comparable to Palestra. Where the 
latter scores is in its boldness, swagger and sheer effrontery - its 
refusal to be polite and put on a grey suit.

Much has been written about Alsop’s professional 
problems (and the difficulties affecting The Public arts centre in 
West Bromwich) in recent months, some of it distinctly gloating. 
But there is no evidence that SMC Alsop is a spent force, nor that 
its creative fangs will be drawn by the new proprietors - as Alsop 
says,‘they want us for what we are’. A certain strand of British 
architectural criticism has never warmed to his work, but the 
Palestra project is a major advance for his practice. It is also one 
of the most exhilarating new commercial buildings to be completed 
in London for some time, with a pizzazz, dare I say it, that rivals 
Seifert on top form, back in the dags of Centre Point.

AJ 05.10.06 29



7

AJ 05.10.0630





u

\ y -yf Ph>my«o Hiu Ha^ ; .■

Seventh-floor planFirst-floor plan

r
I

ra njp

Fourth-floor planGround-floor plan

AJ 06.10.0632



Cross section Long section
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Site plan
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9.

10.

8. The ‘extravagant’ seventh-storey 
terrace helped to sell the building
9. Railway lines enclose the site to 
the north and east
10. The low-rise setting makes for 
excellent views
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Costs

£67.86/m^Ceiling finishes 
1,300 X 1,300mm steel megapand suspended-ceiling 
dies on a 200nun-wide C-profile grid; plasterboard 
margins and ceilings to WCs and core lobbies

Costs based on gross internal area. 
Cost analysis refers to final account

SUBSTRUCTURE
Foundations/slabs
Bored cast-in situ piling; reinforced-concrete 
pilecaps; 4m-deep reinforced-concrete basement 
and suspended ground-floor slab. Perimeter sheet 
piling excluded from contract

£lU.78/nF
FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS 
Furniture
Reception desk; statutory signage; entrance 
turnstiles to lift lobby in reception area

£7.49/ra^

SERVICES
Sanitary appliances
Good-quality ceramic and stainless-steel sanitary 
fittings and equipment, including vonity units 
Disposal installations 
Rainwater installation; soil and vent stacks; 
condensate drains 
Water installations 
Hot- and cold-water installations 
Space heating/air treatment 
Four-pipe fan-coil system; packaged roof-mounted 
chillers; heoring installation; car park, WC and 
plant-room ventilation systems; BMS system 
Electrical services 
Mains and submains distribution: lighting 
installation with integrated ceiling light fittings 
and emergency lighting; small power, life-safety 
standby generator. Floor boxes and underfloor 
cabling excluded
Lift and conveyor installations 
Ten lifts, including one 3.000kg goods lift; special lift- 
car finishes; security systems; goods scissor lift; turntable 
and roof-mounted window-cleaning equipment 
Protective installations 
CCTV; sprinkler/dry riser installation; access control; 
intruder/fire/voice alarms; lightning protection 
Communications installations 
Basic telecommunications system to landlords areas 
Builders’ work in connection 
Access platforms; steel support to plant; holes; chases

SUPERSTRUCTURE 
Frame
Structural steel frame, mainly tubular steel columns 
and cell-form beams; intumescenl-painl fire protection 
Upper floors
Profiled metal deck with reinforced-concrete 
topping, powerfloated 
Roof
Single-membrane waterproofing layer; Rooftnate 
insulation with ballast/paving slab finish 
Staircases
Steel staircase; polished-steel balustrade/handrails 
External walls
Unitised-frame panel cladding with multicoloured 
fritted double glazing; ground-floor stick system; 
back-painted glass cladding to entraitce area; 
unitised-fninte glazed balustrades; perforated 
rainscreen/louvres to loading bay and transformer 
rooms; metal profiled cladding to roof plant room 
External doors
Two 4ni-high, 2.5in-diameter revolving doors to 
front entrance, generally all other doors glazed; 
roller shutters to loading bay and car pork romp 
Internal walls and partitions 
Fair-faced block walls in basement. All other core 
and staircase walls are plasterboard dry lined and 
insulated, including risers 
Internal doors
Generally painted solid-core flush doors, with oak- 
veneered flush doors to the WCs and cubicle;
Allgood ironmongery

£19.01/m^£149.86/m»

£12.54/m^£66.20/m’

£10.9 5/m’£15.38/m»

£229.45/m’
£16.78/m’

£237.40/m’
£110.88/ffl’

£79.10/m’£5.75/m’

£50.13/m’£57.28/m’

£1.2 5/m’
£48.73/m’

£25.89/m’

EXTERNAL WORKS
Landscaping, ancillary buildings 
External granite and Yorksione paving; granite 
setts to loading bay; fencing, balustrading and gates; 
retail pod adjacent to main entrance

£28.77/m*INTERNAL FINISHES 
Wall finishes
Painted finish to plasterboard core walls; WC walls 
combination of black granite tiling, back-painted 
glass, stainless steel and oak-veneered panelling 
Floor finishes
Medium-duty fully accessible raised floor to office 
areas; screed to lift and stair lobbies; proprietary 
raised-floor system to toilets, with black granite rile 
finish; black granite and limestone paviors to reception area

£16.70/m’

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCES 
Preliminaries, overheads and profits 
Preliminaries; edge protection; contractor design 
fees; monitoring of adjoining buildings and bridges. 
Note: elemental rates include overheads and profit 
and also include subcontractor preliminaries

£51.07/m’
£314.34/m’

AJ 05.10.0636



Cost summary Credits

Cost per Percentage 
of total 
6.44

Tender date 
September 2003 
Start on site date 
November 2003 
Contract duration 
34 niontlis 
Completion 
October 2006
Gross Internal floor area 
37,4fl0m"
Contract
JCT with Contractor’s Design incorporating Amendments 
1, 2 Qiid 3 and special client amendments 
Total build cost 
jC64.9 million 
Total cost 

million 
Client
Blackfriors Investment Ltd (BIL) and Royal London Asset
Management
Architect
SMC Ahop
Project manager
CB Richard Ellis
Structural/geotechnical/facade engineering
Buro Happold
Quantity surveyor
Foithful + Gould
Planning supervisor
Faithful + Gould
Main contractor
Skanska
Planning consultant 
Montagu Evans 
Wind consultant 
BMT
Demolition contractor 
Keltbroy
Detailed lighting contractor
Pinniger & Partners
Concept lighting consultant
Janet Turner
Acoustic consultant
Cole Jarman Associates
M&E consultant (contract stage)
Aukett Europe
M&E consultant (design stage)
Buro Happold
Subcontractors and suppliers
Facade fOtftrdftorPermQsteelisa;sfef/u’ont fontrdcwr William Hare; 
M&E contractor Skanska Rashleigh Weatherfoilj/odnm'orfe and 
conaete cottiractor Mitchellson; suppliers of facade Permasteelisa; 
ironmonfiertj Allgood, Skanska Rashleigh Weatherfoil

(£)

SUBSTRUCTURE 111.78

SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame
Upper floors 
Roof
Staircases 
External walls 
External doors 
Internal walls 
and partitions 
Internal doors 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

149.86
66.20
15.38
16.78
237.40
5.76
57.28

8.64
3.82
0.89
0.97
13.69
0.33
3.30

48.73
597.38

2.01
34.45

INTERNAL FINISHES 
Wall finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

16.70
51.07
67.86
135.63

0.96
2.94
3.91
7.81

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 7.49 0.43

SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 
Disposal installations 
Water installations 
Space heating and 
air treatment 
Electrical services 
Lift and conveyor 
installations 
Protective 
installations 
Communication 
installations 
Builders’ work 
in connection 
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL

19.01
12.54
10.95
229.45

1.10
0.72
0.63
13.23

110.68
79.10

6.39
4.56

50.13 2.89

1.25 0.07

25.89 1.49

539.20 31.08

EXTERNAL WORKS 28.77 1.66

PRELIMINARIES 
AND INSURANCE 314.34 18.12

TOTAL 1,734.59 100

Cost data from David Wright, Faithful + Gould
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WORKING DETAILS / PALESTRA

2«3 X 133(M UB 
prlflary at**! 
•tructuraA‘POD’ MADE FROM GRP 

(GLASS-REINFORCED 
PLASTIC) PANELS

k-

/
The ‘pod’ is an organic pebble
like object, nestled under the 
sloping soffit of Palestra. It 
forms the main entrance to 
the LDA’s offices, exltibition 
space and a reception to the 
graund-fioor conference area.

The pod structure is a series 
of steel frames of 203 x 133mm 
UBs supporting an outer skin 
of 6mm GRP panels and a 
suspended inner layer of 25mm 
GRG (glass reinforced gypsum) 
panels. Their complex shapes 
were achieved using a full-size 
plywood model to form convex 
and concave negative moulds 
for internal and external panels. 
Some panels have complex 
double curvature: others are 
flat and a number are identical.

The primary steel structure 
was bolted to the concrete floor 
slab. The GRP panels were 
installed with neoprene gaskets 
sealing the joints and the inner 
surface was sprayed with 75nim 
foam insulation. 125 x 75mm 
steel purlins were fixed between 
the UBs, and serv’ice runs were 
installed. Finally the internal 
GRG panels and plasterboard 
ceiling were fixed.

The cavity between the 
GRP skin and plasterboard 
(limited to 8(J0mm to comply 
with fire regulations) holds 
services including the sprinkler 
system, air conditioning, 
electrical supplies and provision 
for the LED light fittings 
embedded in the external skin. 
Cabling to audio-visual LCD 
panels in the exhibition space 
is contained in a cavity behind. 
Bif Susati Dawson

y/mI i
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18th October 2006, RIBA, London W1 CONFERENCES

' colour in design 2006
Taking an infornned approach to colour selection

Featured Speakers Include:There is now greater demand than ever for colour to be used 
in modern building design. But some architects and designers 
struggle to find reliable, quality advice on how to use colour 
effectively and with confidence. Discover the power of colour!

Professor Byron Mikellides, School of the Built 
Environment - Oxford Brookes University

This conference will examine the latest issues surrounding the use 
of colour in architecture, and the latest research on the subject. Pam Bate, Director, Hopkins Architects

Up to the minute case-studies
AJ is delighted to bring you an exclusive new conference 
examining all the latest about colour in architecture. As well as 
looking at some of the theoretical uses of colour, this conference 
will provide case studies on recently completed projects in sectors 
such as education and hee^hcare. There will be working examples 
of colour in contemporary design work, by architects and experts 
currently involved in groundbreaking and fascinating projects.

Professor Keith Bright, Director 
Keith Bright Consultants

Andrew Moor, Architectural Glass Art Consultant 
Andrew Moor Associates

Mary Ward, Creative Director. ICI

Who should attend?
Architects, interior designers, product designers and 
manufacturers, academics, project managers, colour 
consuttants. lighting specialists, and anyone who has an 
interest in using colour within their design work.

John Jenkins, Partner, Haverstock Associates

CPD Sponsored by:
For further programme information or to guarantee your place 

at this unique event, please visit: WWW.ajCOlourind6Sign.CO.uk 

Email: constructconferences@emap.com Tel: 0845 056 8069

CERTIFIED %Du!uxConstruction CPO 
Certifiution 

Sertfee TRRDE



TECHNICAL & PRACTICE

A SPECIALIST 
FACADE ENGINEER 
CAN HELP RESOLVE 
DESIGN ISSUES
lilt Peter Diotnpsoti

1. The new office building has 
a complex glazed south facade

77jf speciticdtion of a glazed facade is Inj no means a simple task.
Viis article examines the complexities of s{>ecificafion, supplg chain and 
lechnologjf in the innoiviuiv glazed facade of SMC Palestra.

increasitiLjly dirt'icult to keep up to dote with oil the techiiicol 
developments in specific product uud muteriol ureas, especiolly 
those with loiiy and complex supply chains.

This has led to three problems;
• individual stippliers may develop pmcesses which are not always 
compatible with all other possible processes either upstream or 
downstream from them in the supply choin.so it can sometimes 
be impossible to incorporate n particular required pertbrmance- 
enhancing characteristic;
• the aa'hitect at the top of the design pmcess. as the accepted 
primary specifier, may not have enough specialist technical 
knowledge or rime to deal with the first problem; and
• no single party in the fragmented supply chain has the breadth 
of design responsibility to control or manage the reconciliation of 
the conliicting design and performance issues, though one or other 
may be handed this responsibility. As a result a specification may 
be issued with a number of performance requirements, each 
perfectly reosonable in its own right, but impossible to satisftj
in a single solution.

When this problem occurs with materials in the building 
envelope, us with the double-glazing e.xaniple shown above, 
a specialist facade engineer can help by filling the gap between 
architect and supply chain and by bringing specialist technical 
knowledge to bear, de\-eloping the design with the architect so 
that it can be provided by the supply chain oiid meet the 
performance requirements.

As the technology of buildings progresses, new materials, processes 
and products are coiitinually being developed in the search to 
provide better performance. Suppliers constantly strive to improve 
the pert'ormonce of a particular material or process, Many 
construction products have a long and fragmented supply chain. 
For example, a raw material is processed to a bulk form, semi- 
fabricated and perhaps stpplied with some type of finish, and sent 
off for another fabrication or treatment process. It is then delivered 
to another product supplier (os a raw material to be combined 
with other similar but difterent raw moterials) to be further 
fabricated or sub-assembled; supplied to another system supplier 
to be sub-assembled into his product; and, finally, installed on site 
as a component. The terms may vary with different product areas, 
but such a long sequence is not unusual.

The sealed double-glazed units used in the unitised 
curtam-wall system at Palestra exensplify a product with a 
particularly complicated supply chain, which incorporates 
toughened and/or laminated glass with a solar control or low-E 
coating on the glass. This is one of the most common ways of 
cladding modern glazed buildings and is widely used throughout 
the industry. For the architect, who is responsible for the design 
of the form and aesthetic concept of the building, it is becoming
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2.

Body-tinted glass and coloured perforated mesh 
Body-tinted glass and glazed fritted spandrel 
Partly fritted glass panels

2.
3.
4.

spandrel panels. This gave the preferred seamless joint detail, but 
is an expensive approach because the rate for fritting the glass 
is applied to the whole panel, not just the fritted area.

While these options were being evaluated, attention 
was focused on the actual fritting process. The architect wanted 
a dual-colour frit, with different colours visible on each side of 
the glass. As frit is a fired-on ceramic, this meant that two different- 
coloured (liquid) ceramic solutions, one over the other, had to be 
applied to the same surface and exactly aligned using the 
silk-screen printing process. Normally a dotted pattern is used, but 
it was very difficult to align the two colour screens, so the pattern 
had to be changed to a linear one. Various experiments were made 
with different colours. Because the frit is not actually opaque, 
one colour can influence the appearance of the other. The frit also 
affects the shading factor of the glass, which has some effect on 
solar gain and compliance with Part L2. (The amount of framing 
also has an effect on the overall insulation U-value for Part L2.)

When the relationship of glazing with solid panels, frit 
colours and patterns had been agreed, the next step was to 
distribute oil the processes in the supply chain among the various 
panes of glass and their available surfaces. This is often the most 
conjplicafed port of the process, vvitJi numerous constraints on the 
design. Faces of the glass panes are numbered one to four from 
the outside inwards. The frit should be on face two, but so should 
the solar control coating for faces exposed to solar gain. The 
low-E coating used to prevent heat loss is not required where

Buro Happold Facade Engineers carried out this tosk for 
SMC Alsops Palestra {see Building Study, pages 2The glazing, 
of which there is a high proportion on all four facades, had to 
satisfy Part L Building Regulations, which meant high levels of 
control of energy loss in winter and of solar gain in summer. Parts 
of the glazing also had to provide good acoustic insulation; ond as 
all the glazing was frill-height, it had to provide full restraint 
against barrier loading to prevent falls through the glazing for 
uniformly distributed loads, line loads and point loads.

The first problem was to decide how to reconcile the 
need for a reasonable number of solid panels with high insulation, 
necessary to meet Port L2 insulation requirements, with complex 
arrangements of colours.

Three combination solutions were examined:
• body-tinted glass in front of vertical bunds of coloured aluminium 
perforated mesh panels for the glazed areas, and similar mesh 
panels in front of white metal-faced insulated spandrel ponels for 
the non-vision areas. Although this met aesthetic requirements.it 
was difficult to access the inside face of the glass for cleaning;
• full-height body-tinted glass for the vision glazing, with separate 
glazed lookalike insulated spandrel panels with full ceramic 
coating on their glass outer panels. This required an external 
joint between the panels at the junction of the colours, which 
was not the preferred aesthetic; and
• glass panels, fritted on part of their surface for the vision glazing, 
and similar panels in front of solid insulation for the non-vision
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coloured ceramic 
frit pattern coloured ceramic 

frit pattern
solar control 
online coating

alternative lo 
a coating solar control 

online coating
alternative low 
e coating
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INSIDE

la.Brm acoustic 
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inner leaf
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3 42 I 3
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5. 6.

5. Detail through glass showing 
coatings and specification
6. Detail through glass in 
area requiring acoustic control

Q solar-control coating is used, but it is required on north-facing 
elevations, where it has to be placed on face three in order to 
achieve maximuni effect.

The safety containinent balustrade loading and glazing 
safety codes could have been satisfied by using toughened or 
laminoted glass, as l>oth comply with the required standard. But 
becouse of the stoving process for the frit on face two, monolithic 
heat-strengthened glass was used for the outer pane. For cost 
reasons a solar control film applied in bulk on the production 
line wxis used; a limited choice — ntid hence performance - to 
hord-coat films. This film would be applied first and frit colours 
applied over it. Soft-coat films are less durable before they are 
assembled into the inside of double glazed units, so might be 
prone to damage and/or discolouration during the processes 
of fritting and handling.

The image {ahotv le/i) demonstrates a solution for the 
glass coatings. The inner pane of glass had to comply with low- 
level glazing safety requirements and accept the low E coating 
on face three. To provide the high acoustic insulation required in 
certain situations, a special acoustic laminate film was used - the 
most economical woy to provide acoustic insulation. All the inner 
pones were laminated, some with special acoustic laminate films, 
but this w'us still not enough to achieve the required acoustic 
performance and so one of the laminate panes was increased in 
thickness to provide additional mass. This had the additional 
benefit that with two pones of dissimilar thickness there is a further

gain in performance; the resonance that occun with similar pane 
thicknesses is avoided.

The image (aboiv ri^ht) shows o solution for the acoustic- 
control areas. Although these solutions ore fairly conventional, the 
complexity of the design process described above shows that many 
possibilities need to be addressed. The aforementioned description 
is very much simplified and reduced; there are a number of other 
factors, such as thermal shock on the glass, which affect the final 
choice of materials and processes that have not been covered at all. 
Equally critical, the final choice of colours and glazing make-up 
was also influenced by visual appearance.

Tlie case study demonstrates the technical complexity of 
a modern construction material, and shows the need to employ 
technical specialist skills to resolve all the design issues ond provide 
a viable solution that can be delivered by the supply chain from 
w ithin their standard processes. The provision of facade glazing 
is clearly not a simple task.

Peler Tiwmpsoti is a fiuade ettgitiecr at Ruro HappoU
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WEBWATCH / LEGAL

NO GOING BACK?ARCHITECTURAL 
CAPITALS ARE 
JUST NOT BRITISH

on the rules in litigation, argued 
that once u partg made a 
claim, they should stick with it. 
The judge pointed out tliot 
adjudication was o very 
dilTerent process from litigation. 
There was no rule that parties 
should be forced to press on 
with bad claims. It would 
be 'bizarre’ if there were. 
Adjudication should not, 
the judge concluded, bccotne 
a game of chess in which 
the tactical skill of the players 
determines the outcome. 
Instead, adjudicators should 
approach procedural issues 
witli both fairness and 

common sense.
This decision represents 

something of u victory to 
CAMBUA and perhaps to 
Michael Lathams original 
vision.

This was one of the 
questions which arose out 
of the complex proceedings 
generated by the Mf> toll rood. 
Midland Expressw'ay Limited 
(MEL) contracted with the 
CAMBBA Construction Group, 
ajoiiu venture comprising 
Carillion.Alired McAlpine, 
Balfour Beatty and AMEC, 
to design and construct the toll 
road to provide an alternative 
motorway route in the 
Birmingham area. It was 
completed in December 2003 
- since when there have been 
numerous adjudications and 
now three decided cases. Not 
for nothing did Mr Justice 
Jackson describe the litigation 
as ‘a minefield’. The latest 
episode. Midland ExpressuKtif v 
CAMBBA (No.3) (Judgment 
13.06.06) concerned a claim 
for the indirect costs of a design 
change to the road layouts at 
the intersections between the 
M6 and the toll road. These 
layouts were known as ‘tiger 
tails’, named after the white 
lines placed on the motorway 
to guide converging drivers.

The court endorsed the 
adjudicator’s findings that 
indirect costs for the change 
to the tiger tails had not been 
claimed, were not disputed and 
could not therefore have been 
referred to adjudication. The 
judge also considered whether 
CAMBBA would have been 
entitled to withdraw a disputed 
claim ftom the scope of 
adjudication. MEL, relying

When adjudication was in its 
infancy (at the end of the last 
century) there was much debate 
about the how the new process 
would work in practice, writes 
Kim Franklin. One of the many 
imponderobles was the identity 
of adjudicators. Would they be 
project manogers, certifiers or, 
as it turned out. predominantly 
quantity surveyors? One thing 
most people were sure of oi the 
time was that they would not 
be lawyers. Michael Latham, 
who, Prometheus-like, liad fired 
up the process in the first place, 
would, we were told, be driven 
to an early grave if 
odjiidjcation were hijocked 
by the lawyers.

Fast-forward 10 years 
and perhaps we shouldn’t be 
surprised to find that, happily, 
Luthani is alive and well, bur 
that adjudication, a formal 
process for the resolution of 
construction disputes, some 
worth many millions, is now 
regularly conducted and 
frequently decided by 
construction lawyers.

Another early 
imponderable was how 
adjudicutiuns would he 
conducted. The statutory 
provisions gave little guidance 
and left a great deal to the 
imagination of the parties or 
the adjudicator. Now that the 
lawyers have their feet firmly 
under the adjudication table, 
are the tried and tested 
procedures of litigation to 
be grafted on to the process?

I decided to upgrade a 
Windows 98SE computer to 
WindowsXP. At the end of a 
day of repeated failures I had 
an epiphany: baiting Apple 
fanatics has been fun, but my 
new mission is to bring about 
the downfall of the Evil 
Microsoft Empire.

But before this great 
work commences let me take 
a tilt at those anti-British 
architectural web authors 
who follow the German habit 
of capitalising certain nouns. 
Actually in German they 
capitalise all nouns. The 
British habit is to capitalise 
‘Architect’, ‘Engineer’ and 
sometimes ‘Client’, but never, 
of cou rse, ‘contractor’.

The best modern 
authority on this is the great 
Lynne Truss, author of the 
seminal Eats, Shoots &
Leaves. Word has come 
of her new site at hww . 
lynnetruss. com. I've just 
looked at it. And er.just go 
back and read the book.
The site is a promo, listing 
works,evand the names 
and addresses of her agents. 
You can tell I'm disappointed.

But this is a sharing 
column so after such a 
disappointing week I can 
confidently offer you news 
of former AJ newshound 
Ian Martin. His site, at 
www.martlan.fm, is 
scatological, rude, insightful 
and very funny.
suiherland.lijall^0ttinternet.com

Kim Franklin is a barrister and 
eliartered arbitrator at Croiim Office 
Chambers in London. Visit www. 
crownofficechambers.com
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REVIEW

BOOK
Bii Joe HohjOiik

Design tike You 
Give a Damn
Edited by Cameron Sinclair 
and Kate Stohr.
Thames & Hudson,
2006. 2A0pp. £16.95

O

u
i

Day-care centre at Fuba-Caminho Brazil, by J4uregui Architects

Once upon a time, architecture 
was thought to have a sociaJ 
purpose. Corb probably went 
a bit too for in I 'ers iitie 
Archifcdurc when he claimed 
that architecture could make 
the revolution unnecessary, 
but architects did believe they 
should use their skills to make 
Q better, healthier ond more 
equitable world. Up until the 
'70s this belief informed both 
practice and teaching; 
architectural culture was 
dissatisfied with the world os 
it was, and restless to change it.

Today, architecture seems 
happy to serve the established 
interests of government and 
commerce, and the profession 
seems to think of itself os a 
branch of showbusiness. Every 
small action of Danny, Rem 
and Zoha is treated as 
significant, out of all proportion 
to its contribution to o better

world - or despite its failure 
to moke u contribution ut all.

Sorry to go into grumpy 
old man mode, but this book is 
refreshingly in opposition to the 
self-absorption of architecture 
today, which is very 
encouraging. It is concerned 
with how architectural design, 
with minimal resources, can 
assist societies to cope with 
jioverty, disease and disaster. 
The bulk of the book consists 
of 80 illustrated case studies - 
most of them in the developing 
world, many invoicing self- 
build processes, and almost 
all of them inventive examples 
of how good architecture can 
make people s lives better.

A few familiar names 
feature: Shigeru Ban {houses in 
Kobe and Rwanda made from 
paper), Samuel Mockbee and 
the Rurol Studio (a beautiful 
chapel in Alobamo with a

curtain wall made from 
Chevrolet windscreens), Arup 
Associates (latrines in Tibet 
with solar-powered ventilation), 
and a shelter like a folding 
umhrtila designed by Future 
Systems for Ethit>piu, But all 
tlic case studies (with one 
bizarre exception) demonstrate 
the ubiquity of resourcefulness 
and ingenuity among designers 
across the w'orld, when tuced 
with pK’Ssing human need. 
Sadly, many of them also 
demonstrate the parallel failure 
of political commitment to 
ollow these initiatives to achieve 
their full potential.

The book is edited by 
architect Cameron Sinclair 
and journalist Kate Stohr, who 
in 19W founded Architecture 
for Humanity, which has since 
gmwii into an international 
force of considerable influence.
It is heautifally designed by

Thames and Hudson, and 
is a sisual pleasure as well 
as inspiring. It is not perfect, 
though: the title is clumsy, the 
cover design bafllingly perverse, 
and although the case studies 
are cheinaticolly organised and 
each is well described, a wider 
context for many is absent.

Even the book’s most 
minimal case study illustrates 
the idea of design being the 
effective allocation of resources 
in response to tieed. In 2(H)3 an 
architect in Uoltimore, finding 
that 70 homeless people hud 
died of hypothermia in the 
city over 10 years, organised 
a campaign; 800 sleeping bags 
were distributed, and nobody 
died that winter. How often is 
architecture that effective?

Joe Holyoak is <m architect and 
liiiKm designer and reader at 
Birniitighain School of Architecture
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The Memorial to 
the Missing of 

the Somme

BOOK
By Kenneth PotivU

The Memorial to the 
Missing of the Somme 
By Gavin Stamp. 
Profile Books, 2006. 
214pp. £14.99

historians who seek to make 
excuses for the ‘repellent’ Earl 
Haig and liis like. ‘One of the 
least attroctive aspects of the 
English is our refusal - manifest 
facts to the contrary - ever to 
admit we were wrong, or ever 
behaved in anything but an 
upright, heroic, honourable 
way, while former enemies 
are demonised.’

The greatest strength 
of Lutyens’ Thiepvai - and 
equally of his Cenotaph - is 
its universality. The revisionists, 
who think it was worth 
sacrificing a million liv^ to 
prop up the collapsing British 
Empire, can read into it what 
they like, but both Lutyens’ 
masterpiece, and this 
remarkable book, speak 
only of the ‘pity of war’.

Fabian Ware, who set up the 
War Graves Commission, that 
ensured that leading architects 
were commissioned to design 
British cemeteries in France 
and Belgium, and it was at 
Ware’s insistence that a simple 
headstone marked the graves 
of qU, officer or common 
soldier. Stamp’s architectural 
anolysis is succinct - and 
ntasterly. Far removed from the 
conventional triumphal arch, 
the Thiepvai memorial, he 
explains, is essentiaUy a tragic, 
not a triumphant structure; its 
three-dimensionality tooted, 
as was Lutyens’ work, in the 
Gothic Revival.

With Britain currently 
engaged in a scries of pointless 
foreign wars, it isn’t hard to 
sympathise with the passionate 
stance of Stamp’s text, at odds 
with the arid apologetics of 
contemporary revisionist

Most of the British population 
w’os too preoccupied with the 
World Cup on 1 July to recall 
that it was the 9()th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Battle 
of the Somme - ‘the most 
violent and ruthless battle 
in the history of the world’, as 
a survivor later described it. At 
7.30am that day, British troops 
began to go ‘over the top’ to 
attack the German lines. By the 
end of the day the British army 
had suffered 60,(K>0 cusuolties, 
a third of them dead.

The battle raged into the 
late autumn, by which time 
the total number of casualties. 
British, German and French, 
had topped a million: all for 
‘six or seven miles of pulverized, 
muddy territory and destroyed 
villages’. On the Allied side, 
some 73.000 men remoined 
unaccounted for, their bodies 
lost in the mud, blown to pieces

by shells, left to rot. Edwin 
Lutyens’ Memorial to the 
Missing at Thiepvai, a short 
hop from the Channel ports, 
was built to commemorate 
them. It was unveiled in 1932, 
its completion largely ignored 
by the press - the AJ devoted 
a paragraph (no picture) to 
what Gavin Stump describes 
as ‘the greatest executed 
British work of monumental 
architecture of the 2(>th century’ 
designed by ‘the greatest of 
British architects, of any 
generation’.

Stamp’s account of 
Thiepvai is a miracle of 
compression, providing the 
necessary context. The idea 
of the war memorial, it seems, 
emerged only after the Great 
War. (The dead of Waterloo, 
officers excepted, were dumped 
in mass groves.) It was the 
inspirational vision of Sir

Kenneth Pou<elI is an architectural 
Journalist
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BOOK CRITIC’S CHOICE
Bf( Edwin Heathcote BtfAndreu' Mead

Ian Ritchies Courtyard Theatre for the Royul Shakespeare 
Compony (RSC) at Stratford-on-Avon was warmly received 
ill AJ 07.09.06, but — given that it’s due to be dismuiuled in 
2010 — it’s just the curtain-raiser tor the main attraction: 
Dennetts Associates’ reworking of the RSC’s 1932 tlieatre 
by Elizabeth Scott. That building’s limitations arc all too clear 
today but, as Pevsner pointed out in his Warwickshire volume, 
‘it was □ radical statement in England at the time’.

Bennetts’ new RSC scheme is prominent in 
10 l^yccls - on exhibition at Edinburgh College of Art until 
21 October - alongside the inevitable Hampstead Theatre 
and Wessex Water and the practice’s first venture abroad: 
a hotel in Amsterdam's Oosterdok which slots into an Erick 
van Egeraat masterplan (mww .eca.ac.uk).

Scott's theatre needs urgent remodelling; with 
another ’30s survivor, the De La Worr Pavilion, the task 
was to renew the original. The restored He La Warr is one 
of four Mendelsohn buildings to feature in Graham Ellord 
and Stephen Johnstone’s Motion Path, first seen in Be.xhill-oii- 
Sea (AJ 01.06.06) and now at the gallery attached to Soane’s 
Pitzhanger Manor in Ealing until 28 October. Presenting 
each building in videos on three small adjacent screens, this 
is a game attempt to convey how we actually experience 
architecture, particularly in the interplay of stasis and 
movement it creates - a fixed viewpoint and u roving 
one(www.eallng.gov.uk/services/leisure).

As a coda to this year’s major shows on Modernism, 
particularly the one at Tate Modern on Albers and Moholy- 
Nagy, there's an exhibition of paintings by Alex C<j/j«fsni at 
Sarah Mgencough Fine Art, 15 Brooks Mews, London Wl. 
Irom 6-28 October (www.sarahmyerscough.com). Calincscu 
made these works during her residency at the Albers 
Foundation in Connecticut earlier this year - her studio there 
is pictured above.‘No aesthetic connection to the Alberses is 
necessary, only the intention to work in a concentrated way,’ 
sags the foundation’s website on the (invited) residencies.
It’s an excellent source on the Alberses’ art and thinking 
(wwM.albersfoundation.org).

For forthcoming events visit www.ajplus.co.uk/diary

Designing the Warsaw 
Embassy: Tony Fretton 
Architects 
Navado Press, 2006. 
27.50 euros (£19)

The embassy has u curious 
genesis as a typology: a berinic- 
crab appropriation of nice villas 
in leafy urban quarters, it’s 
defined by second-hand rather 
than purpose-built structures.

So it’s appropriate that the 
Foreign Office called on Tong 
Fretton after seeing his Red 
House in Chelsea. Fretton cun 
work with Classical solidity 
and decorum, while making 
buildings of radical intent 
which recoil Judd or Flavin 
as much os Schinkel or Loos.

This is an odd little book 
on a yet-unbuilt project by an 
architect who shines ui realising 
the object. Little of the struggle 
to find on architecture capable 
ofexpressmg the embassy’s 
mixed messages (security and 
solidity versus openness and 
accessibility, etc.) comes 
through here in the office’s 
rather drg text, but some of

the complexity emerges in 
Adrian Forty’s superb essay 
at the back.

This is serious architecture 
- clear in its intent and 
symbolism, in its language, and 
in the setting out (principally 
the separation of villa and 
office), which allows Fretton to 
explore the English tradition of 
hospitality in the ambassador’s 
residence, and the symbolic and 
diplomatic role of the house os 
opposed to the institution.

Fretton has successftilly 
struggled against Britoin’s 
descent into a banal corporate/ 
commercial aesthetic over 
the last two decades and the 
Foreign Office could not have 
made a more informed choice. 
This amuse boiuhe leaves me 
hungry for the final object.

Edwin Hcalluote is the Einandal 
Times’anhitecture critic
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EXHIBITION
By Jdffirr Kolb

New Office
At the Building Centre, 
Store Street, London WCl, 
until 28 October

Clive Wilkinson Architects’ Mother advertising agency

con move easily throughout 
the office, to different desks and 
in different configurations on 
a project-by-project basis.

While modular and flexible 
office design has been standard 
since the 1960s, when Robert 
Probst designed the Action 
Office for Herman Miller, 
the concept of freedom and 
mobility within the office could 
have potentially interesting 
implications for workers now.

It is such under-explored 
directions that mark the missed 
opportunities of ‘New Office’. 
The show suggests numerous 
points of theoretical departure 
that are left hanging, while 
its framework - those themes 
outlined at the beginning - is 
uninspiring, The free catalogue 
does little to compensate for an 
overall lack of clarity.

NLA’s exhibition 
tangentially expresses some 
of these issues in the projects 
section, which shows 25 
recently completed London- 
bused offices. Curiously, seven 
firms all have two or more 
designs included in this 
otherwise smoll show.

Several of the projects 
provide interesting examples 
of restructuring ofl^ices 
around egalitarianism 
and comnumication. In one 
such pmject, for the Mother 
advertising agency, Clive 
Wilkinson Architects has 
designed a comnumal 
racetrack-shaped table, in lieu 
of desks, to enable up to 200 
employees to work side by side. 
The Capital One building, 
by MCM Architecture, and 
AukettFitzroyRobinson’s Sun 
Microsystems both contain 
systems in which employees

‘New Office’ is a show of 
missed opportunities. This 
is u shame, because ofl'ice 
architecture is largely under- 
served by the mainstream 
design press, and there are 
countless new office projects 
under way in London.

Curated by New London 
Architecture (NLA), the 
exhibition only briefly touches 
on some oftlie theoretical Issues 
facing office designers, breaking 
them down into categories such 
us Technology, Location and 
branding. But these themes 
aren’t specific to workplace 
design, and their fleeting 
mention has little beoring 
on the projects.

The show focuses primarily 
on changing technology, and 
specifically on the greater 
mobility offered by an 
increasingly wireless world.
The curators have included

a usable public workspace, 
complete with office chairs, 
desks and wireless internet, 
to demonstrate the flexibility 
of office environments. Herein 
the show sets up an internal 
contradiction: ‘the office’ may 
be becoming increasingly 
elastic us a spatial term, yet 
only troditional office structures 
are put in the exhibition.

In structure, focus and 
content,‘New Office’is a 
disappointingly underachieving 
relative of Fuola Amonelli’s 
‘Workspheres’ exhibition at 
New York’s MoMA in 2()01, 
‘Workspheres’ emphasised 
not only how technology 
transformed office architecture, 
but also how office architecture 
is unique in its balance of 
public ond private, humanity 
and efficiency, and the need 
for complex infrastructure 
and spatial flexibility. Jqffer Kolb is j writer in London
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JOBS ENQUIRIES
Laura Tilling 020 7505 6803 laura.tilling@emap.com 
Terry Roll 020 7505 6737 terry.roll@emap.com 
www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs

R D RECRUITMENT (RUGBY) LTD
(01788) 572841
ton. lepreux^rdrecruitMiit .co.uk 

Hi WWW.rdrecruitMDi .ce.uk

THE ARCHITECTS’JOURNAL 
151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB

Et
Brady AssocletN are i Ihentfy design-led 
practice with ei expanding portlDllo (H wok

CMspUy advertising
020 7505 6823
Recruitment advertising 
02075056003/673/ 
Advertising fax number
020 7505f)^'>|

Part II Architectural AftM^stant
SaXarr ~ ^ €29,000pa Locatloo - Hanehaater
Hf eliaat. « ^onag vibrant offlea'UbUl|a Maaebestar, are loeklas (or a Part 
II arebitaetarai aaaietaat, wbo iAvar^doalga orlaatad aad eager to eoaiitete 
tboir Part III. To be aaceeaefnl

<We nwte sopkanls 1v M Mowing vecancks _ 
to work on a range of important prokctt w

BUlp bare a etroag daalga portfolio, bot 
joba^aa Mil, that is, loobiag after tb« 

4e of tka job* aa m11. Tboj aro a 
nail office ao tbo candidate vill get banda-on aapariaaeo wltb all aapocta 
of a project, and will davolep at a good all-reudar. They eea Mlerostatioe, 
aad will train the iadivideal if need be. Ttiey cerreatly have aeveral large 
prejecta en tbo gei wajer court beildinga, regaaaration, naaterplauiag, etc.

ebe willing to werb tewarda ruan 
■ere technical and adrun-oriaatatdd par anArcNtoctorW Technologists

ad
Deadlines
Boobings/copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 12pm Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Monday

<
For hrVwr delaft oonlaci W«i oe 003S3-SS-2S602 
or kxwad n to mCgrsOydeagn e or to lie ►Architectural Technician

Salary - To C30,000pa
-Oar Cliaat, a largo praetlca bie*4 la einilngh 

reial, Itodoetriat *nd

address below eLocatloo - BirmloghaB 
city eaatro, have a divarae 

bigb-snec taaidentlcl project^ 
krehitectaral Taj^aiciane 

Im euet have Iirat caperioace 
nra. letoCAD llSecaCT ia eaaapti .̂

• ^ .'^3‘frW

recycle j_portfeiie fall of C
e«rreailp-.aeek eoatraet aad 

reial paraednatrial pro 
re^acta In alt

ABC a3 Curl d'Ean, Allamount Street. 
Wsstoort Co. Meyo. Ekt

3(£ sS

JGP ARCHITECTS CAMBRIDGE nraae contact Pave Smith to dieeuafl thvM and 

ntany more nciting Jobe OA: 
M 017SS 012750 

MoHIk 07010 624036 
CRuMb da«e amlthedpaarvif a ro u*

Experienced Project Architect and Technician required to run a variety 
of projects in a small, friendly design environment.
Computer literacy essential. Familiarity with ArchiCAD an advantage. 
Cl's and example of work to:
Marie TWitchett, JGP Architects, 2 FeKon St, Cambridge CB1 2EE 
or e-mail to: infodjgparchitects.co.uk

Lancaehire Vacancy
Technician ^rmanent
My chant • » thrMng fracUos baaad In Lancaahnv «4io deal Mth tha commereial eaator. Unpneadantad grto'Ch 
In UwIrirartileM haa laad tham to aeah a Technieiai to Join tham jaooon aapoaaUa.
Appicama Ml naad at laaat 10 yaare aipenenca Mthhi a convnarculy biaacd praetlca and diepUy a *can-do' 
anthueiaMIc attitude. Tha rawanM lor tha *ucca»»Fjl applicant MM ba conalderabla Mth both a talaiy pactaga 
and pnograaaion proapacta that Ml ba aacond to none.

vac ref OdOe-020

Buckinghamehire Vacancies 
Coordinator
My chant • a wdl raapactad houea-tuldar cunwitly eeeiing a Tachnical Co-ord'nator fon then Suckinghamvhrrs 
operation. It ta expected the aucea«•^ll candidate tril read a nyninuim of 0 years axparianca MtMn tha House- 
Suldvvg Industry to have gained tha Tachmcal prohclency and gravttas roc|UlnMl For this rois.
In rvtum tha ckant can oHer an outstanding salary and benefits package and career daralopmant opporturltlas 
that are tha arny of thah- compattiors.

ftrmanentVac ref 0006-017

Architects & Technical Staff
DUFFY MITCHELL O'DONOGHUE 
is a progressive design focused 
architectural practice with a diverse 
and interesting portfolio of projects in 
both public and private sectors Our 
work includes many large scale mixed 
used urban redevelopment projects 
comprising commercial office, retail 
and residential uses, as well as unique 
projects involving conservation and 
refurbishment aspects

Leading Interior design Consultancy requires: efficient, innovative, hardworking & 
versatile Interior Designers & Architectural Technicians to join our Design Teams for 
detailing "cutting edge” contemporary concepts for Hotels & fashionable interiors. 
A minimum of 5 years of experience and CAD skills are required (Microstation 
preferred).

for further information or to be considered please send your CV by email to 
lorjdonQkca-intcom or by post

KCA International Designers Ltd
111 Westminster Business Square, Durham Street London SE11 5JH

NO AGENCIES

L->

m We are now seeking talented, motivated 
candidates at all levels, both arcliilects 
and technical staff to join our practice 
In addition, we are seeking architects 
and interior architects to become part of 
our growing interior architecture section 
We offer the opportunity to be part of a 
team environment, to challenge and be 
challenged, to grow, to devek^ and to 
contribute.

m•rl
V
i:-I

iW
V'

An interesting and innovative 
employment package is offered. For 
positions available see wwwdmod.ie 
under recruitment

Please forward your response or 
queries by post to 12 Northbrook 
Road, Ranelagh. Dublin 6 or email to 
recruftment@dmod.ie - all applications 
will be treated confidentially.

7T7S?i^



(jnPDBJ^ technical consultant

Location: London
DuPont is a diverse science based company, delivering innovative sderKe based solutions across a number of techracal markets with revenues exceeding 
$27 billion and in the region of 60,000 people worldwide.
DuPont is constantly developing new products and applications including Teflon A, Codan®. KevtarR’, Tyvek^ and CoolMaxl. and will be launching a radically 
new product into the UK construction market that will significantly decrease the energy consumption of buildings whilst simultaneousty decreasing the 
environmental impact. To support this launch, DuPont is looking to bring a Technical Consultant into the Building Innovations division of their business..

Salary: CExcellent + Benefits

The Role: Experience:
• Ideally, you will possess a degree in Mechanical & Electrical Engineering or 

be a qualified Architect with a minimum of 5 years’ experience within a 
Mechanical & Electrical Engineering, Building Services or Architectural 
Environment. Knowledge of building science, with focus on the thermal 
behaviour would be advantageous to the role.

• As a key liaison for DuPont Building Innovations in the UK, you will be expeaed 
to demonstrate excellent communication and interpersonal skills Working we* 
in a team will be critical as much of your time will be spent in a 
project environment

• you should demonstrate a strong understandirvg of the commercial potential 
of the role and display excellent technical skills, especially with regards to 
Building Services SderKe, Building Structure arxl HVAC

• A Imowledge of CAD, SAP/SBEM and TRNSyS would be advantageous

• Supporting the specification of the r>ew product with the major Architects, 
Mechanicai, Bectrical, Environmental & Sustainability Engineers

• Actively developing the mark^ of new specifications and prospects through 
the identification and deveiopment of leads and projects.

' you will be expected to offer technical support with reference to the thermal 
behaviour of buildings and the subsequent installation of the new product.

« Effective management of the key accounts through project delivery and 
quality of service.

■ Analysis arnf reporting of the New Product's Development within the 
marketplace to formulate relevant feedback for the division as wen as 
remaining up to date with market trends and development.

DuPont is committed to developing your professional and personal skills in order to enharKe a supportive, mufticultural working environment that 
pursues and embodies excellence.

The role is offered on a consultancy basis but offers the potential to enter pemianent employment with DuPont at a later stage. 
In the first instar>ce please email: responsef^ndksearch.com quoting reference NDK BI/001 and include your full CV and remuneration details. 
Rk a confidential discussion please contact NDK on 01925 813888.

We are a leading AreNtectval Practice committed to pureuing excellence in all areas of our design artd preiect work.

Ow Clients conhrtue to acknerwiedge this conwihueiit »xt olt practice has recently been commissioned for several 
exerting mafor Archrlecturaf Protects within third level education sectors, leisure, office and residential deveiopmerrta.

H you are career oriafttatad, a taam parson and highly motiirated. we Invite yoie appScations for the foWowfog 
positions within our practice -

Project Architects
S-f years experience, excellent design awareness, job running experience 
and good technical knowledge

Senior Technicians
54 years experience, Job running experience, good technical knowledge 

and proficient in AutoCAD

Junior Technicians
24 years experience, good knowledge of AutoCAD

Each position provides a competitive remuneration package.

U.K. interviews may be accommodated.
VfsN our website at www.fkp.ia

Plaese sand year C.V. in confidence to:
Head of Human Resoieces FitzgeraM Kavertagh and Partrws

71 Lower Baggot Street Dubfin2 Irelwid Tel4353 1 6764128 Fax 4363 16618510 E-mail infoOfkp.ie

partners

architects 
project managers



Clients Project Manager
Architects, Structural Engineers, M&E Engineers, Quantity Surveyors and Contractors.

...are you considering a change of career path, but would like to remain at the heart 
of the Construction Industry?
Have you considered a challenging and rewarding career as a Clients Project Manager?

THE COMPANY:
• The UK's leading Shopping Centre Business.
• Part of FTSE 100 listed Liberty International.
• 12 leading Shopping Centres in the UK.
• Over 11 million sq. ft. of retail space.
• £1 billion development programme.

THE ROLE:
• This is a fantastic opportunity to join our London based 

Construction team which is focused on the successful 
delivery of our development projects throughout the UK.

• You will provide support and assistance to Senior Project 
Managers responsible for the delivery of major projects.

• You will wortc closely with our Development, Property 
Management and Centre Operations teams to provide 
assistance and advice on all construction related matters.

• You will quickly become responsible for your 
own projects.

YOU:
« Will be able to demonstrate enthusiasm, drive and 

sound commercial judgement.
• Will be expected to quickly become an integral part 

of the team, communicating effectively at all levels.
• Experience in retail or shopping centres is desirable 

but not essential.

In addition to a competitive salary, an attractive 
benefits package is offered.

If you fulfil the above criteria and want to help CSC 
continue its dynamic growth, please telephone our 
Personnel department on 020 7960 1276 for an 
Application Pack or email your details to 
Personnef'Rec ruitment@lib-int.com

The closing date for completed applications is 
Monday 23 October, 2006.

Tlw UK’s iMding 
■hoppinfl oantra 

company

Nationwide Architectural Recruitment
A Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects To £22/hr

b0qpd43 Architectural Assistants
Amazing practice, with a vast portfolio have won more projects & 
are looldng for Assistant Architects to join their expanding teams 
The roles will involve working on new or existing designs, through 

to presentafion and beyond on large scale Heafth/Commercial 
projects. Y)u wiH require competent AutoCAD skills, large-scale 

project experience and qukk drawing ability, mixed with design flair 
I and iTKitivation. Solid and immediate contacts offered. Ref AJ6

I

I

Central LondonOne* in a IMImc epportunPyt CSS.OOO p a. « banePH 
OfM of #)• w»r(A moP pround-bmoUng wchiipcturol prodkM <m tooUng to 
gppoM a prctoct mcnogar wMi to ycon POE to foin one of thab Eurepaon oflieai to 
woHc on axltooiJnory. uNra high-piutla sdiama* In Qatar, Dubol. China A Naw tatk. 
SvcctasM oppfconto w* hova aitamptoy detaitog, comroct udminiPrBlton > praiact 
co-ordtooHon ikSs, A lontottk opportvnPii to join Ihtt wniqua proclka wSh tontatMc 
ratnunamlton pockoge!

Up to £39k
r

Interior Designer/lechnician
This prestigious practice has gone through a process of tremendous 
^owth in the last 12 months and has now developed into one of the 

largest and most dominant organisatkMis here in the UK. They are 
looking for candidates who can denxmsbate previous experience in • 

the demanding Retail sector, to join an already flourishing team. Fully 
conversant vrith AutoCAD / Mkrostation and a solid portfolio 

of Retail projects will help open the doors to this first class 
oppoiiunity. REF AJ8

woft on pto|icii otoeod' C35.000-40.000 p u
A modwn aiiad practiu oMC in Covant G«dan «rtlh on axpartUa In lha ratal A 
Mura (acton A □ meant wtonar «(ratal A Mnm dasgnar ot lha yaar, am loohng to 
appoint on orchitoct wWi S yaon AQE. Cunanly awtfcing on o high-tpec hoM A ipo 
In Franca, ttoy ore tooting tor oppiconto who eon tpaok Iwani Franch A h«ra 
axparianca of worting in Morocco. SvccatM opplconto hova excelant dant 
fodng itita. Autocod aeuntial.

AMoctoto diiignatol to C4S.0O0 p.o.« batwAh
A Weodhr proetka d 30 In NWS who tpaciuba In aducotion. houtoig, communAy A 
laieuta (actors ora looting to oppoM on otsecieto Succasetal opptconti am Hiaiy to 
be (enter erdi»ed$ wAh extontive experlencs in educelton sdwnes A who hem 
dieog dtent leetog itito and axcalara todwicti obtiltea. A fantotote opportunity tor 
eeaw progtawion arith o (odctola A Wartdhf proetteo w*h o graot aroikteg 
environntonH Vtctorwarki pratonod but not «$$antlol.

Central London

t: 023 8033 4444 e: arch@fiutstream.co.uk www.fosCstream.co.uk/aj 
120+ Natktmyide, Contract and Permarsent Architectural jobs online

O
orvoATiMPtnoni • *

faststrearn(rchteqjti racfutment I

16 view 0 comprehtnsivg Itsf of vocorKies & to tegisfor with us please 
visit www.bes^ecotMfS.com or col us on 0207 24 24 909.



POLLARD THOMAS
NET

Our Liverpool office requires:

DIRECTORY Architect* with po^ qualificatton
experience to work on a vwcie variety of
exciting proje^ The ideal candidate atiM haveArchitects - online.co.uk a creiiwo approach to design.

V together with a strong technical ability and|trw ivofM's feMting arctvtectural fob site
good communication skills

e«ik. Lwpooi
www.omsa.co.uk CivK Irint 2004

Mercnants
Derby Squw

Ljverpcx>l, L2 ITS
barkerross co ukOIMKEI iiss

0115 948 37571 Architect/
Assistant^ Cn K>mti A.*achi

UKWIKTlRa MdniMTM IMIff MtATH 30 Artists/ llustralors required
Allies and M(YTison mchiiecis ae bcAing kx iden^ oilisls lo work v>llhn the* new 3D 
depoiimeni Cond^doies of dl levels fiom monoganaf* io junoi onsis wtl be conedered 

SuccesAii opplcanls ^loJd demonsMe on obMy b oede con^iellng and emoive imoges 
■sing o libneiy ol gnpHc st)^: Good modttng ond tendeorg aw obo tequred 

Afcheectutil bociground s an odvortage oMioudi esseiAd 

Pieieiied softwe 4*: 50 S* MAX, B»no, W---sJa»on. VRay Manvel
Kendo, hioioshop ond iilusiraiai

A AtchHeds cnt CBsisfcrte vdh o 
pxsiailcrdlies, ewxldii design, 
presenlotion and ccnvnunicaHon 
skik invited to work on high prc^le 
new build and conservation projecK. 

your ihe best our door is qsen nr you.

mi» .c I lebefleii itwieiM ,<s.ak

www.ddeervice.co.uk

ApptaAons indudtog samples ol design 
and techryol sluls n pci kxmal pleose 
stoting ocXhorship oi each crowing to:

foststrearri
■ ■ B recrutmenc leninille

lrD.architecis#bkonnect.coni
Pleose send yooi CV ond eusmpies d you> vvodi wib a co^erng lener b, 
Tbomos Hofiy. AJhes and b‘. ~.vi 05 i->jdiwaA Street, london SE1 OHX 

email if. V ~ esorrdmotnson c ~i i""'
www.latlttream.co.uk

matchtech
An enthusiastic and 

motivated Architectural 
Assistant/Technician

Required to join » small and busy but friendly 
archiecftiral (eeciice to work mi a varied 
range of residential (vojects. Trained to at 
least HNC level I Buildiog Studies or similar) 
the ideal candidaie will have at least five 
years ecperierce. be conversant with currcitl 
Building Regulaiicms and have a sound 
under-standing of construction detailing. 
Musi be fluent in AutoCAD LT2006 uitfi 
experietKe of Photoshop an advantage 
A permanent position offering a competitive 
remuneration package, dependent on 
experience aiwt atulily.

Please send i .r Mih examples q/ Hurt to 
maifagfiassec.cO'ilk

George F JuhnsuD Associates 
The Old Bakery. Sr.Mary’s Square 

kelvedon. Kstei C05 *AN

WWW matclilu-ytrcorn

A NEW
JOURNEY
BEGINS.Oprotecharchitecture.co.uk 

^ 0845 230 7760

At Metronet Rail, 
we’re delivering a 
world class, safe and 
reliable Tube system 
for London by 
improving existing 
infrastructure and 
delivering state-of- 
the-art upgrades. 
We've already secured 
the huge Investment 
needed to complete 
the £17 billion. 
30-year project and 
we've started to 
Improve stations, 
renew track and 
modernise our rolling 
stock. As you1l 
appreciate. It's Just 
the beginning and 
there's a huge 
amcNjnt of work still 
to be done.

LIAISON 
ENGINEER - 
BUILDING

/^J www.rdrecruitment.co.uk

£35,000 - £45,000 • LONDON 

In this key role you'll act as architectural/ 
building liaison engineer within a small, 
muRi-disciplined team covering building 
design and implementation.
Liaising closely with internal teams and 
external consultants, you'll need to be 
proactive in influencing the quality of design, 
buildability, fitness for purpose and safety 
compiiances across a broad range of 
architectural projects. That's why we are 
looking for an extensn« and impressive track 
record in an architectural field, underpinned 
by sound knowledge of Building Regulations, 
the DDA, and health & safety. Tc^ether with a 
degree level qualification in architecture or a 
related discit^ine you'll also have the on-site 
experience to deliver practical solutions.
In return, we can offer excellent benefits 
and prospects. To apply please email 
your CV and covering letter to 
engineering&safety recruit ment@metronetrall. 
com or send FAO: Sharleen Sira, Templar 
House, 61 - 87 High Holbom, London 
WVIV 6NU quoting reference 
‘METRONrr422’ by 27 October 2006.

fsiSIVwww.siv.ce.uk

For Advertising 
Enquiries 
Please Contact; 
Laura Tilling 
0207 505 6803 
Email: 
laura.tilling 

@emap.com

To advertise a 

6x1 advert please 

call Terry Roll on 

0207 505 6737 

or email terry. 

roll@emap.com

cwT^>e Ck noru

metronetrail.com Renewing the Tube. METRONET



marks barfield 
architects

Practice Manager
Marks Barfield Architects, creators and designers of the LorKton Eye, are 
looking for an experienced Practice Manager to help deliver exceptKXtal 
projects to its clients, and develop the management and administrative 
systems for its own future success.

It is assumed that the Practice Manager wi* have a professiortal guaiificaton 
either as an architect, quantity surveyor or protect manager, with at least 5 years 
experience of managif»g people, projects arxl teams within the construction 
industry.

School of Planning, Architecture and 
Civil Engineering
The University^ ambitious plans for the new School indude the appointment of 
six staff to three of its internationally recognised research cenUes;- the 
Environmental Engineering Reearch Centre, the Centre for Built Environment 
Research and the Institute for Spatial and Environment Planning The School 
delivers successful undergraduate and postgraduate degree programmes which 
are accredited by the RTPU. RIBA, ICE and IStructE.

ARCHITECTURE

Reader/Senior Lecturer (2 posts)
Ref; 06/K605B

Cere responsibilities v nclude nsK management, contract negotiations, 
project aciministration. QA. H&S and resources management

Visit www.markabar1ield.com to see the deta^ job descriptxxi and make 
an application.

Bartekj AittvtBcis » an Equal QppcmmMs Employef

Project Architect/Part 2 Assistant
IWA Architects are a design orientated practice t>ased hi the Ribble Valley, Lancashire. 
Great countryside and outdoors activities on the doorstep yet ne are only 45 minutes 
from Manchester. You «rill run your own projects, develop design and presentation 
skills arxf become a significant member oT our growing team. Macintosh/Vectorworks 
experience preferred but training will be provided.

Lecturer Ref; 06/K606B
Required to undertake high-quality research and teaching preferably in one or 
more relevant area(s) specified in the further particulars for the posts.

Informal enquiries may be made to Dr Chris Tweed, tel; 028 90 974522, email 
C.tweedOqub ac.uk

Salary scales: Reader/Senior Lecturer £41,133 - £52,f06
(including contribution points)

Lecturer £28,849 - £42,367 (including contnbubon points) 

Closing date' 4 00 pm, Friday 27 October 2006 for both posts 

Please visit our website for further information and to download the 
applicdtion pack - WWW.qub.ac.uk/jobs or alternatively contact the 
address below.

The University is committed to equal opportunities and to selection on merit 
It therefore weicomes applications from all sections of society.

Please send your CV and examples of work to: 
Ivan VWIson.
IWA ArchttecU Ltd..
Waterloo hUi. Waterloo Road.
Citheroe Lancs BS7 1LR 
■van9iwarchitects.co.uk 
www.iwarciiitecti.co uk IWA

hin architects Ltd

Principal Architect - Director Designate 
Cardiff
As part of our continued expansion we are looking for a talented 
and enthusiastic Architect with 5 years post qualification 
experience to work on a variety of exciting projects from inception 
to completion.
A high level of design awareness along with a strong technical 
understanding and excellent communication skills are essential.
The right candidate can expect to progress their career and 
continue their professional development to director and board 
level.
The position offers a high level of responsibility which will be 
reflected in the remuneration package.

Apply in writing or via email with CV to; Mr R Johnson
hIn architects ltd

Westgate Court, Westgate Street, Cardiff CF10 1XX 
admin@hlnarchitects.com

Personnel Department 
Queen's University Belfast 
Belfast, BT7 INN.
Tel (028)90973044 
or (028)90973854 

(answerifiQ machine)
(028)90971040 

E-mail on personnel0qub.ac.uk

' M \ Queen's University 
M I Belfast

Fax

MINERVA
. AMOlBTHIftll ISS

Yorkshire based - Yorkshire locised ■ Yorkshire opportumtiss

www.minervaappointments.com
Afcheectt ■ Tecrinotoqttis ■ Techniciant ■ immor [>wgr>«r<*CI»ikco<Wo<kt

EXPIRIENCEP TECHNOLOOIST, ARCHITECT 
or INTERIOR PESIdNER?

WE HAVE VACANCIES IN OUR 
LEWES m TAVISTOCK OFPICES Telephohe 0127? 479269
wat[fi>axloiMarchtteefs.co.uk 
wwvy.axiomarehltecti.eo.uk

O'DONNELL + TUOMEY ARCHITECTS
We are seeking talented, enthusiastic, experienced architects 
to work in our Dublin office on a variety of cultural, educational, 
residential and commercial projects in Ireland, the UK and 
the Netherlands.

We will favour applicants with; Good technical skills, experience of 
running projects, knowledge of Microstation and UK experience.

Please reply in writing with your CV and examples of your work to: 
Lorraine Bud, O’Donnell + Tuomey Architects, 20A (Camden Row, Dublin 8, 
Ireland. No email applications will be considered. No agencies please.

AXIOM
ARCHITECTS



www.4-architects.com Tel: 01323 749200"\
Far East Asia \ Tilehurst 

Learning 
Campus (TLC)

Project Managers / Planning Managers 
Project Directors / Risk Managers / Design Managers 

CMajor Life Time Experience
Fantastic opportunities for commerciaity aware managers with a background and 
experience of managing large-scale projects. Experience in the Commerdal, Retail. 
Hotels, leisure, or Residential sectors would be an advantage but rK)t essential. This could

Ref: 3465 (Mark)be one of the landmark projects of this century.

Bristol
Established since 1953 and with 6 offices across the UK this blue chip company 
currently has several vacancies. You will be working on varied projects from residential 
to education and you will benefit from fantastic career prospects and the opportunity to 
play a key role within this market leading company.

Technicians c£38k + Bens

West Berk.'rliire (ioimcil intends lo rplorab' a .'f-ld u“c Sperial srhnol and u 
4-11 Primary .school onto the .site of nti 1 1-10 Seroniiary school to create a 
hrutid new stale rif ilie art leamins; and coiuinunity facility in the form of an 
all through leaniiiig ciimpn.s.

The total cost of the project is c.stiiiiaii'd to he anmnii t4-^)m and is designed 
to he self-financing tbnmgli governmoni grant and an optimal agreed disposal 
of the Special scIuhiI aird Primary school sites together with pan of the 
Secondary school site. Tlie nicjst advantageous method of disposal of the land 
resotirre available to the heiiefii of the (imrnr il is also open to proposal hy 
interestei) parties as part of the develo|(meiit .scheme.

Kxpre.ssimis of interest are rlierefore invited, in whole or in part- from 
coiLsullants with a proven track recoi'<l in the area of large mulii-schooi 
developments to undertake a feasibilitv study that will include, hut not liniitetl 
to: disposal options, provision of accomuKxIation si hedules. site valuations, 
.site usage optioiLs apprai.sal. ])roeureineiil options appraisal, budget estimate.s 
and planning and highways investigation and advii e.

Expressions of interest should he suhmitted hv email or in writing to the 
address below by no later than midday Monday '• October 12006. any received 
after the deadline will not he arrepied.

or
IvX.O I.esley f.uekiiig. Corporate Proenrement Unit 

West Berkshire Coiinril. Market Street. Nevvlniry 
Berkshire l{(. 14 old)

A copy of the Fi'asi7(i7(/v Sfuily Brief mul the ('ounriFs Fiv Qimlifirnlion 
Questionnaire (PiJQj will be issued following Monday 9 October. 

Cumpreheiisife fees bid and completed pre ijualijicatioii epiestioiiriaires. 
.diauld be returned by no later than midday Mo/iduy AO October 200b. 

any tenders received after the deadline will not be accepted.

Ref: 3488 (Philip)

Job Runners (Architects / Technicians)
Guildford & Aldershot & Central London
Established since the 1920's, our client has grown Into an international design practice 
with expanding Interests in public sector, business space, large mixed use, residential, 
& education. Project running would be advantageous but not essential. In return you will 
have an excellent working environment along with career prospects & financial package 
to match.

£Top Salary

Ref: 3482 (Philip)

£Exceilent Remuneration Packages
Marylebone / Central London

Award winning, world-renowned design practice with an extensive variety of high 
profile, large scale project opportunities. Architects of all levels required, AutoCAD and 
experience In this field would be desirable but not essential. Ref: LON201 (Hannah)

Architects - All Levels

We have over 57 Contract - Freelance Posts PAYE - LTD Weekly Pay 
Please call or visit web site for the latest vacancies

•■•WWifafAjobs@centurion-recruitment.com

<
3D Visualisers Wanted
with varying degrees of experience

CO
c

CODue to an expanding workload we are currently seeking talented 
junior and experienced 3D architectural visualisers to work on a 
variety of high profile commercial, residential and PFI projects.

Please email your CV and three examples of your best work to: 
jobsdvisualisationone.com or by to post to:
Visualisation One Limited. 3 Linenhall Place, Chester CH1 2LP

o:)

O
D

O
D
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I ArchitectMichael Shanly
Group

KPF
This is an opportunity to see your ideas become a reality.

We are looking to recruit an experienced Architect who can 
positively influence the design of our schemes and products, 
introducing fresh ideas to an already established team, ensuring 
that we remain at the forefront of residential design and 
innovation.

Interested individuals should have at least lo years relevant 
experience which would include Master Planning and urban 
design.

Michael Shanly Homes is one of the leading privately owned 
Housebuilders in the South East of England.

Over the last 30 years we have established ourselves as a 
Developer of Homes that are recognised for their design quality 
and kerbside appeal.

We have recently reorganised the business and are actively 
seeking to diversify our approach, in particular developing larger 
schemes.

If you are a team player and want to be part of a successful team, 
please forward your CV and covering letter to:

Requires motivated Project Architects
for a number of existing and new long term projects in the UK and Ovei^eas. 
The successful applicanfs will be based in our London office and must possess 
a relevant architectural degree and a minimum of 12 months experience and 
have excellent drafting, design and drawing skills. Large scale project 
experience is highly desirable as is knowledge of the necessary and relevant 
building codes, practices and regulations. Micro8tatk>n skills are advantageous.

3

O
O

> Salary: £20 - 25,000 depending on experience

c evs should be sent by post or email to:
HR Department
Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates (International) PA 
13 Langley Street 
London WC2H 9JG 
Email; careers@kpf.com

(D

4:
W
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(0
COURSES

AutoCAD Courseso

E • Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp_arch@yahoo.com

Robin Dorran 
Michael Shanly Homes 

Sorbon 
Aylesbury End 

Beaconsfield 
Bucks. HPg iLW 

or e-mail: robin.dorran@michaelshanly.co.uk CAD Training Service



^CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED ENQUIRIES
Lucy Herdsman; T 020 7505 6873 F 020 7505 6750 
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

KANDOR MODELMAKER8
MODELMAKERS

'll
A* I

t!• m I,v m o...f-cni N O
cn *N|m

UJm S.
O *>1Tel 020 7251 6366 

Fax 020 7608 3356 

emoil: kandor@kanck>rmodelt.com 
www.kandormodets.com

r\j
O

Ln

COMBER 3dd.co.uk

MODELMAKERS 020 8533 6592

network’

o: hi*

ODELMAKERSI
V.

Visit our new website - 22 years in the making

www.networkmodelmakers.com
Tel: 020 7243 1816 mail@nelworkmcKJelmakers.comIf i-

PIPERS
thorp
ar<hitS(tjTQl lau

i;:
CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING
FOR ALL VOUR MOOELMAKING NEEDS. 
CONTACT CARLOS SOUSA.

PIPERS MODELS LTD 
27-35 BEVENDEN STREET, 
LONDON NI 68H

1
020 7250 0530 
stuoio@pipers.co.uk 
www.pipers.co.uk



PIPERS
FOOKS

MODEL MAKERS

modeQ 3D VisualisationsArchitectural Models +.

CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING
FOR AU YOUR MOOELMAKING NEEDS, 
CONTACT STEPHEN FOOKS

PIPERS FOOKS LTD
UNIT 2, CAPEL CLOSE, LEaCON RD,
ASHFORD, KENT TN23 4GY

01233 63 6B 68
STUDI09PIPERSF00KS.COM
WWW.PIPERSFOOKS.COM

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

3D COMPUTER VISUALiSATIONTo advertise here please 
contact
Lucy Herdsman on:
020 7505 6873 
Email:
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

REESContact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
58 Riley Road, London SEI 3DG 

Telephone: 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

I

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION *

J

I*
j

»u

thorp f. 444(0)1344 876583 
444(0)1344 876776 

thorpOQtomttd.com 
mwtu.thorpaKxtelmokers.com

t.
e.

r

m nm 5S]

www.3<fcom.co.uk 
3<l03cteom.ce.u4( 
01274 834130



3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

ctMignMv*

3d visualisation

Ptvon* eia}422«7« 
F«i 01U3 42Z7H 
iwla#4iil9«W»i to w4 
WWW daatfnMva.eo uk

KlMbary Ftjturt CKy

Arcmedia

SURVEYORS

1020 7613 5530 www.thedigitalimageco.cofn206 »yth» ncMcl.
Hamtnersmrth, London.

W14 OHH 
T*l: 020 7610 4132 
F«: 020 7610 4142 

emaH; riloOmetroplsn8.com 
wwwmetn3p1ara.com

Land & Measured Building Surveys 
Bstabtshed over 12 years

ISI REPROGRAPHIC SERVICES
■ Measued BuMng Surveys
■ SettngOul
■ fcpograpncBl Surveys
■ Surveys

II IILand and Architectural Surveyor?
tXK'K CHOICE FOR A1L }OUR SI ’ifl fy .Vf«)i 
Sfxciallaag in
Topognphical Sutvtt* - For kr{^ ind small 
•■i.ilr nuvryi uimg the liicn high Kturacy 
niboric iasirumratanon arkd G.ItS. 

ArrkricctarmI Serwya - For pUm and 
rlrvationi uung SuiBuild building survr)’ 
toftwarc on pen map hand hdd cotnputen 

L'diicy Surveys - For drainage and locaikm of 
all underground ulility services, 

hhotogrammnry - For auurare .ID models of 
building beadev pipe works and areas of 
dilTicult access

mj impressions

apr services
4^44(0) 208 447 6255

mail@aprservice$.net
www.aprservices.net

land & measured building surveys 
laser scanning & visualisation Colour plots 

at b/w prices
020 7336 0880

'r POINTOOL5 VIEW
pointcioud & model vMvnr www pointool6.com

Kikgsiand Surveyors Liiniled
Bridge Chaaibers
Bridge Stnei
Leaihetliesd
Surrey KT22 SBN
TeLOIJ-rZ 362059
Fax. 01372 563059

XA/ww. m J. u k. com

■I
PERSPECTIVES

measured land and building surveys
DAVID HOAREe-mail • maiKFkingdajidfurTeyors.co.uk 

website • ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATORhinnfandrurreynrs.eo.oL

the true measure of excellence
1 -•*' ■ t\

t 020 8543 8884 e info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.uk

HArjD DBAV.'N

-PERSPECTIVES
TEL/FAX 020 88S2 7508f 020 8543 6664

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street,Michael Gallie & Partners
Chartered Measured Building Surveyors ©:020-7394-iiii ©:020-7394-2499 rics

©London SE1 2BB www.michaelgallie.co.uk



SKETCHBOOK / NEIL BRIDGE

Contact sheet from the photo shoot of Mill Alsop 
for this week’s front cover. By Neil Bridge

AJ 05.10.0658



^ PRODUCTS
Respond to these panels at www.a jplus .co.uk/ajdirect
Readers may also obtain Information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. 
Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Lucy Herdsman on 020 7505 6873.

HACEL LIGHTING AJ ENQUIRY 201 
The Hacel Atmos is a fusion of 
die-cast, extruded and specular 
aluminium integrated with glass. 
The contemporary design offers 
superb performance due to the 
curved wing, louvre, fluorescent 
lamp and high-frequency gear. 
The glass can be replaced by 
coloured filters to produce a 
striking ‘neon’ feature.

METALTECHNOLOGY AJ ENQUIRY 202 
Stobo Castle, Peebles, dating 
from 1605, now boasts a 
luxurious spa complex with 
a dramatic 27 x 5.9m curved 
glazed facade in System 17 from 
Metal Technology. Nineteenth- 
century architecture was 
successfully fused with 21st- 
century comfort in the £5 million 
modernisation programme.

PENDOCK AJ ENQUIRY 203
50 decorative column casings 
from Pendock have been 
installed at Birmingham NEC's 
refurbished piazza. Specified by 
Seymour Harris Architecture, 
Pendock-Radius casings conceal 
the existing concrete structural 
columns. A series of numbered 
narrow elliptical casings provide 
highly visible entrance signage.

BERKELEY HOMES AJ ENQUIRY 204
Atspeed's swift, reliable service 
helped ensure the successful 
completion of this landmark 
regeneration project by Berkeley 
Homes. A major distributor of 
lintels, fixings, steelwork and 
other products forthe building 
industry, Atspeed will locate 
the best deal, provide technical 
advice and a fast turnaround.

CAVITRAY AJ ENQUIRY 205
The new Ground Bearing Floor 
Insulated Cavitray System 
(G6FICS) is a unique and speedy 
one-piece solution for insulating 
and protecting the ground-floor 
slab perimeter against damp and 
harmful gases such as radon or 
methane - eliminating the need 
for numerous elements to be 
brought together on site.

LAHARD WOODFLOORS AJ ENQUIRY 206
Carver, Italy's largest producer 
of wood-flooring products, is 
now available in the UK. The 
range includes adhesives, 
lacquers, oils and maintenance 
products. Water-based products 
are compliant with EU emission 
standards. For stockists, contact 
Carver@lahard.com or Lahard 
Woodfloors on 0208 848 0015.

VMZINC AJ ENQUIRY 207
Pluline D is a ready-to-glue 
rainwater system made from 
pre-weathered VM Zinc, 
specifically designed for houses 
and conservatories. It is 
delivered in special kits with 
gutters, concealed brackets, 
stop ends,corners, running 
outlets, downpipes and 
self-locking pipe brackets.

ROOFLIGHTS SAVE ENERGY AJ ENQUIRY 208
New research from the Institute 
of Energy & Sustainable 
Development at Oe Montfort 
University has revealed that 
rooftights save energy - by 
reducing the need for artificial 
light and providing passive solar 
gain. For more information call 
Brett Martin Daylight Systems 
on 0845 6088 999.



DORMA

ARE YOU LEGAL?
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005

Door Ckis»r

fire safety legislation 
1st October?

Are you aware of the new 
which came into force on

Under the new Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order (RR[FS)0) from 
1st October. 2006, the building occupier or responsible person must 
carry out a risk assessment on the fire safety of the property. This 
assessment was previousty earned out by the fire service before issuing 
a fire certificate. However, fire certificates have now been abolished 
and the fire service wilt be used to do spot-checks to see if buildings 
compfy. Failure to comply could lead to you being fined or imprisoned.

Your risk assessment must include the checking of all fire doors 
and emergency exit doors to see if they meet the requirements of the 
new legislation.

DORMA can help you. Contact us now.

DORMA UK Limited • Tel 01462 477602 • Fax 01462 477603 
Email rro@dorma-uk.co.uk - www.dorma-uk.co.uk

ENQUIRY 12 ON CARD 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect


