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To solve your protect lighting
problems we offer a new and
exciting range of contemporary
creative and high quality intenor
lighting designed to work bnlliantly
in any retail environment. Working
together with lighting desigr>ers
and specifiers to deliver the right
solution for the right application.
we call this 'fused thinking'.

Call for our catalogue on
01992 474620 or email
catalogue0fuaionUghting.co.uk

fusionENQUIRY 12 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect L i 9 h t i n 0 
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By Isabel Allen

Every so often an architect strides onto the 
architectural stage with a building which belies 
their inexperience: Brisac Gonzalez with the 
Museum of World Culture in Gothenburg; LAB 
Architecture with Melbourne’s Federation Square: 
and, at a more modest scale, Lars Gitz with 
offices for the World Health Organisation in 
Copenhagen {see the Building Study on pages 
23~35). Such projects arc rarely commissioned 
by British clients. We prefer the security of a 
Cried-and-tested product and the clearly-defined 
promise of a well-respected brand. As with 
designer clothing, the label is deemed to bestow 
Q certain status on the client.

The British susceptibility to designer names 
is explored in the book Affluenza by clinical 
psychologist Oliver James. Drawing on extensive 
research into the values and emotional well
being of comparative cultures, James argues that 
materialism and unhappiness go hand in hand. 
The Danes ore. apparently, the least affected by

the affluenza virus. James illustrates the extent 
to which they are concerned with personal 
fulfilment, rather than keeping up with the 
Joneses, with the quaint observation that Danish 
women arc more likely to choose their own 
sartorial style than to follow particular designers 
or trends.

Despite identifying ‘security (emotional and 
material), connectedness to others, authenticity 
and autonomy’ as fundamental human needs, 
James sees fit to assess national well-being 
without so much as a passing observation on. say, 
the design of communities, the attitude to public 
space, or the quality of the housing stock. So it is 
little surprise that he foils to draw a relationship 
between susceptibility to branding and the extent 
to which a populace is taught to recognise and 
value good design. In clothing, and in 
architecture, designer labels provide a security 
blanket for those who lack the confidence to 
make judgements of their own.
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Richard Heston, who writes the 
Building Study on the Hbrid 
Health Organisation on pages 23- 
35, is professor of architecture at the 
Welsh School of Architecture, Cardiff Monocle and Intersection

Neil Bridge, tidiose photographs 
feature in the Building Study, is 
a photographer whose loork has 
also appeared in magazines

Edwin Heatiuote, who reviews 
European Church Architecture 
I900-1950:Towards Modernism 
on pages 46-47, is (he architecture 
critic for the Financial Times

communications
TtiB ArctMtteViouriwi is fB|MirM be e iwwspEiWf 
Wlhf PeitOmc*. 02007. PbbtltAEd by SmEpConslnjet, 
E pEfi e< Gimp C4mmun«EB«f>i Ltd. Pfimtd ki ih* LW 
by HMtflvy bmthEfi Ltd

AJ 05.04.07 3



CONTENTS

R40
FIRE SAFETY

CD

R23
LARSGITZ R14

HOPKINS

TECHNICAL 
& PRACTICE

BUILDING STUDYNEWS AGENDA

23-35 3910-117
Lars Gits-'s World Health 
Organisation building

UpdateWeekly digcsi/online news Bait/nan Lyons and Arc Liylil 
have turned public opposition 
around with their York homeless 
hostel plans

40-429
36-37 Our fifd! NBS Shortcut looks 

at the Regulatory Reform 
(Fire Safety) Order

High Court judicial review 
scuppers James Gorsf house Working detail: A precast- 

concrete staircase with a steel 
balustrade

16
12-13 Obituary — /wr Curittitiyliam

44AKhitecnire 2B to replace the 
doomed CASPAR building Legal/Webwatch

14
new cultural

centre in Cyprus

AJ 05.04.074



SUBSCRIBE

• Go to Mww.ajplus.CO.uk/subssignup;
• Call 0870 830 4959; or
• Email aJo(g)sub$cription.co.uk
A £129 subscription (students £89) includes:
• The AJ every Thursday;
• AJ Specification every month;
• Accessto www.ajplus.co.ukand 

WWW.ajspecification.com;
• Six breaking stories in a daily email alert

xb .r

□ □ n
□ D

P.10
BAUMAN LYONS

R16
IVOR
CUNNINHGHAMR47

PAULSEAWRIGHT

REVIEWS REGULARS JOBS & CLASSIFIED ajplus.co.uk

45 18 50 • Read Peter Davey’s 
impressions of Louis Kahn 
in Dhaka at www.ajplus. 
co.uk/peterdavey
• Dally breaking news
at www.ajplus.co.uk/news
• More than 550 buildings 
at www.ajspecification.com
• Competitions at www. 
ajplus.co.uk/awardscomps
• More than 70 events at 
www.ajplus.CO.uk/diary
• The latest jobs at 
WWW,ajplus.CO.uk/jobs

Elizahcth Darlitui looks at British 
Modernism

Asrracjal and Heilman Top five jobs;
•Admit Rtrruiimcni - digital 
information modeller
• East Ridinfi of Yorkshire - 
principal project officer
• Barkers London (Birmingham 
Ci'ri/ Council) - Group architect
• - various positions
• Bahhape Consultants — various 
positions

20
46-47
Wolfgang Jean Stock on European 
Church Architecture 19(.H)-1950

Letters

58
Sketchbook: Richard Hardij

47
Critic’s choice

55
Classified advertising

AJ 05.04.07 5



m Your new palette in permeable paving1^
k :

The extended Priora range
If Henry Ford had been commenting on sustainable urban drainage he might have 
said “You can have any colour you like as long as it's grey! With more and more 
projects requiring a SUDS solution, you need a less monochromatic approach.

Enter the new, extended Priora range:
• Tegula Priora. with the traditional aesthetic qualities of Tegula
• Mistral Priora, with the modern aesthetic appeal of Mistral
• Olde Priora, with an authentic rustic look

More colours. More block sizes. With new Priora there are now many more ways to 
create inspiring landscapes that incorporate this innovative SUDS solution.

Priora is just one of the surface drainage solutions provided by 
Marshalls Water Management. It's one of the more colourful ones.

Now available 60mm Priora.

ENQUIRY 15 ON CARO 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

For your FREE Priora swatch book, call Marshalls0870 241 4725
water management

Transforming Britain's Landscapes
or visit the new, interactive, Priora site at 

www.marshalls.co.uk/priora
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BREAKING NEWS DAILY / WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK

THURSDAY 29 MARCH
• CZWG finally triumphs over Aukett in bitter Vaux Brewery Battle
• HOK wins planning for Dublin's Lansdowne Road stadium
• Richard Rogers unveils images of first scheme in his home country of Italy
• Simpson's super-casino in jeopardy after shock Lords opposition to 

Manchester scheme

Architecture’s most incisive news 
breaks daily on www.ajplus.co.uk.
To see what attracted 50,000 
visitors to the site last month, 
activate your online subscription 
at www.ajpius.co.uk/activate.
For login details call 020 7505 8623

FRIDAY 30 MARCH
• Exclusivefirstglimpseof new Serpentine Pavilion (below)
• Denton Corker Marshall’s Stonehenge scheme wins go ahead - at last
• David Cameron in last-minute bid against new construction regs
• ODA brands claims of contractor disinterest in Hadid’s Aquatic Centre 

‘pure speculation'

MONDAY 2 APRIL
• Norman Foster's employee share 

purchase under scrutiny
• Fellden Clegg Bradley appeals against 

Mildmay'social housing' refusal (above)
• RTKL named on development team for 

massive Blackpool overhaul project
• Olympic sailing proposals become 

marginally clearer

TUESDAYS APRIL
• FaulknerBrowns’Snow 

Mountain project in Sheffield 
on verge of collapse

• Turner Contemporary costs 
battle heads towards mediation

• DLA proposes New West 
Quarter for Dewsbury (below)

• CABE and Design for London 
back Olympic Park - but with 
reservations WEDNESDAY4 APRIL

• Future Systems unveils first picture 
of new Dublin bridge (above)

• Pallant House on shortlist for 
£100,000 Gulbenkian museum prize

• RIBA councillor Assael calls for more 
representation from the big boys

• Allies and Morrison, Manser and 
McAslan among finalists in British 
Consulate Nigeria comp

imw/i

e«(n-wr.A- M*.
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Unbeatable?
Your public building project does not have to be a prominent national symbol like 
the Welsh Assembly building to win the Prime Minister’s Award. But we are looking 
for a real impact on people’s lives. Enter your public building project for the Prime 
Minister’s Award now, before the deadline on 19 April 2007. For more details of 
the criteria and an entry form, visit www.betterpublicbuilding.org.uk

PRIME
MINISTER'S better 

PUBLIC
AWARD BUILMNG

ENQUIRY 16 ON CARD WVWV.AJPLU5.C0.UK/AJ0IRECT



NEWS

1. James Gorst’s plans for a Hampstead private house have fallen to a judicial 
review brought about by opponents Including Borat actor Sacha Baron Cohen

GORST LOSES BORAT COURT BATTLE
By Richiird Vaughan

been fighting for the scheme 
for more thou two gears.

He said;'Its an outrage, 
we’re all very disappointed.This 
ruling strips all local authorities 
of the responsibilities or powers 
to decide any development on 
its individual merits. It will have 
massive repercussions.

‘Our scheme was 
mathematically larger but 
the volume of it was nowhere 
near the numben they were 
claiming. Besides most of the 
extra volume was to the rear 
of the building, using up dark, 
dank, hidden space.'

Camden Council was 
ordered to pay the Heath and 
Hampstead Society ^18.000 
in legal costs including VAT.

Tlic council said it would 
appeal the decision, although 
Mr Justice Sullivan said any 
appeal application would be 
'utterly hopeless'.

James Gorst's proposed Garden 
House scheme in north London 
i-s m tatters after a High Court 
judge ruled in favour of a group 
of opponents including Marco 
Goldschmied and Borut actor 
Sacha Baron Cohen.

Gorst won planning for 
his scheme in Hampstead in 
January 2U06. but it was met 
with fierce opposition from the 
Heath and Hampstead Society, 
backed in part by former RIBA 
president Goldschmied and AJi 
G creator Baron Cohen.

The campaigners forced a 
High Court judicial review of 
the contentious plans, which 
were eventually tlirown out by 
Mr Justice Sullivan on 3 April.

Gorst had proposed 
replacing an existing 1931 
house, which is located on 
privately owned Metropolitan 
Open Land (MOL), with a new. 
onc-ofFresidential development.

Under Planning IVrmission 
Guidance 2. a house on 
privately owned MOL - which 
hos the same protection as 
green-belt land - can only be 
replaced by u house w'hich is 
not‘materially larger’.

Gorst’s scheme, supported 
by Camden Council, was two 
to three times larger than the 
existing building, but Camden 
Council believed it had less 
visual impact than the original 
house, us most of the massing 
was to the rear.

Mr Justice Sullivan said 
chat size alone was the criterion 
by which to interpret the words 
‘materially larger’, and that 
should the proposals be granted 
it would see MOL ‘suffer the 
death of a thousand cuts'.
He therefore ruled that the 
opplication be 'quashed'.

The news came as a 
massive blow to Gorst, who has
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AGENDA

1.

SECOND CHANCE FOR CITY HOSTEL
By Richard Waite

On 16 August 2005, a man 
thrust a baby into the face 
of Arc Light project director 
Jeremy Jones, and accused him 
of wanting to kill his son.

The incident was indicative 
of the heated reactions that 
followed an open day for local 
residents to discuss plans for a 
controversial new hostel for the 
homeless in Clifton. York.

Homeless charity Arc Light 
wanted to build a million. 
34-bed homeless centre - 
designed by Leeds-based 
practice Bauman Lyons 
- in a former secondary school 
as a replacement for the 
organisation's existing, rather 
Dickensian, city-centre hostel.

Part of the government’s 
j[,90 milhon Hostels Capital 
Improvement Programme, the 
innovative scheme looked likely 
to be the first flagship project to 
make it off the ground.

Yet the onti-hostel clamour 
from concerned locals and. 
more importantly, fix»m local 
politicians, was so great that 
Jones felt he had no choice but 
to withdraw the application, 
pulled on 30 September 2005.

Now, almost two years 
later, Bauman Lyons is about 
to begin on site with Arc Light’s 
all-new hostel proposals 
(j)kiured) - a remarkable 
turnaround for the project, 
the charity and the practice.

The new million 
building - the Centre for 
Change - will also provide 
accommodation for 34 people, 
plus a cafe, training rooms and 
the charity’s offices.

However, unlike the 
original Shipton Street 
proposals, this three-storey brick 
building will not sit among 
York s Victorian terraces.
Instead it will occupy the

north-west corner of the city- 
centre Union Terrace car park 
- a design challenge in itself,

The car-park plot was one 
of more than 30 sites considered 
by Jones and city planners after 
the demise of the initial project.

Fundamental to the success 
of the second attempt was the 
‘opening up’ of the tricky 
selection process and the 
securing of cross-party backing 
for the proposals. As a result, the 
application passed through the 
planning process almost 
unchallenged, except for a 
bizarre discussion over potential 
drainage issues.

Jones, a retired rock-band 
manager, said: ‘The day after 
the open day [for the first 
scheme] was the only day in 
seven years of developing Arc 
Light that I wondered whether 
we would ever be able to 
change people’s minds.

‘The second time around, 
a public announcement of 
cross-party political support 
and a broad and transparent 
public consultation during the 
site selection stage went a long 
way towards minimising the 
risk of failure.’

Jones is convinced that the 
design of the new building will 
accelerate the process ofhelpmg 
the homeless ‘to take chat next 
step’ towards permanent 
resetdement. He says; ‘The 
building overlooks the former 
Bootham Park mental hospital 
at the rear. This Classical, 
quasi-Palladian facade hides 
what is going on behind.

‘Our apparendy random 
fenestration [towards the car 
park] reflects that uU sorts is 
going on here... The recessed 
windows which point to the 
city show we are truly pent of 
the city too.’
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1, 2 & 3. Bauman Lyons’ 
new proposal for a York 
homeless centre replaces 
a scheme which was 
dropped following fiery 
local opposition
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NEWS IN PICTURES

1.

1. Architecture 2B’s replacement 
for the doomed CASPAR housing 
scheme in Leeds takes some cues 
from its predecessor - including 
its orientation

2. The CASPAR building was 
evacuated in 2005 due to structural 
problems

3. Architecture 2B concept sketches

£ 4 & 5. Architecture 2B site plan
>
i

SM
2.
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CASPAR REPLACEMENT REVEALED

The AJ can exclusively reveal the proposed 
replacement for Levitt Bernstein's doomed 
CASPAR city-centre apartment scheme in Leeds. 
Designed by local practice Architecture 2B. the 
new scheme takes a number of cues from the 
original prefab housing development for the 
Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust, which was 
evacuated in 2005 after the discovery of 
‘potentially catastrophic structural problems’.
As well as mirroring the orientation of the 
existing semicircular block, the replacement 
project will also be constructed from lightweight 
modular units. However, unlike Levitt Bernstein’s 
scheme, the new building will boast a steel, 
rather than timber, frame. It will deliver 187 flats 
of one, two and three bedrooms. Access will be 
through a central core and internal corridor 
instead of along external passageways - a key 
feature of the previous, Kajima-built 
development. Architecture 26 founder Nick 
Brown says that other differences have been 
generated by the building's relationship with 
its ‘new' context - the site’s surroundings have 
changed dramatically since Levitt Bernstein 
designed its scheme more than seven years 
ago (BuildingStudy.AJ 03.08.00). Backed by 
developer LifeHomes, the new development is 
expected to cost £10 million • £7 million more 
than the original CASPAR building, which is due 
to be demolished later this summer.
Biy Richard IVaitc

AJ 05.04.07 13



NEWS IN PICTURES

1.

CURTAIN UP FOR CYPRUS CULTURAL CENTRE

Hopkins Architects has unveiled these images of its recent 
competition win in Nicosia, Cyprus.The scheme fora new 
cultural centre is part of a planned wider cultural quarter 
in the island’s capital, and will sit close to a new art gallery 
designed by Feilden Clegg Bradley. The €80 million (£54 
million} centre will be used for performing arts, showcasing 
national and international performances in music, dance, 
opera, ballet and theatre. It will seat up to 1,400 people, with 
a secondary 500-seat chamber for smaller live music events. 
The scheme will also deliver an outdoor theatre space with 
a capacity of up to 2,000. London-based Hopkins will work 
alongside a local firm, Virdas and Patsalosavis, and will lead 
a team including Arup and acoustic experts Kirkegaard 
Associates. Completion is due at the end of 2010.
By Richard Vaughan

2.

Nicosia scheme1 3c 2. Hopkins 
will host dance, opera, ballet
and theatre performances

AJ 05.04.0714



Map data in seconds
80 of the AJ Top 100 architects use Promap... 
and the reason is simple.
if s fast, flexible and cost effective and at a touch of a 
button you can export Ordnance Survey map data straight 
to your desktop ready for use in CAD or GtS applications.
Combine this with access to aerial photography, historical 
mapping and the latest environmental risk 
Enviroscreen, confirms Promap as the UK’s No. 1 
professional mapping site.

ENQUIRY 17 ON CARD 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Promapscreening tool,

A Landmark service

Register for free today

Call 01491 413030 
Email sales@promap.co.uk 
Visit www.promap.co.uk

Ordnance
Surv^'

Promap Is a product of Landmark Information 
Group - Britain’s leading supplier of quality

property search information, and the 
Ordnance Survey’s largest Platinum
land andLicensed Partner

Partner.



OBITUARY

1, Over Minnis, New Ash Green, Kent (1967)
2. Cunningham photographed in 2005

2.

IVOR CUNNINGHAM 1928-2007
BifAlan Powcn

Cunningham called his 
‘Damascene moment' shared 
with Lyons, when they worked 
on a holiday town at Vilomora 
in the Algarve (1971).‘They 
thought |it) such fun they 
wanted to repeat the vibrant 
designs in Britain,'a Historic 
Housing Design Award in 2005 
stated, adding: ‘Anyone seeking 
an irresistible higher density 
model need look no further’ 
Cunninghom also designed 
a training complex at Warren 
House. Kingston Hill for ICI 
and many other projects before 
closing the practice in 2()f)3, 

Ebullience and theatricality 
with a social mission were 
qualities that Lyons and 
Cumiingham shared, and 
which enlivened the office 
at East Molesey. with its close 
connection to family, garden 
and river. Ivor Cunningham 
died on 15 March, aged 78.

practice m 1961. contributed 
detailed planting plans to 
Cunningham's layouts.

Span went into eclipse with 
the withdrawal of GLC funding 
for New Ash Green in 1969, but 
returned in 1976. Lyom took 
time out to act os FUBA 
president 1975-77, while 
Cunningham carried on the 
practice, which formed a 
temporary alliance with H T 
Cadbury-Brown and John 
Metcalfe as executants for 
the World’s End scheme. 
Cunningham was largely 
responsible for the final Span 
commissions in Blackheath: 
the large housing estates in 
Westbourne Roud and Delhi 
Street, Islington; and for 
Mallard Plocc.Teddington, 
completed in 1984 - all with 
pitched roofs and more 
traditional elevations. This late 
work demonstrated what

worked with SgKna Crowe and 
Brenda Colvin, bringing to the 
Lyons practice the knowledge 
and talent for layouts and 
planting that helped to set the 
Span housing developments on 
which they worked in a league 
of their own.‘An important 
aspect of landscape design is 
to satisfy the functions of space: 
to express or underline certain 
aspects and even on occasion to 
obscure some of these functions,’ 
a promotional brochure for the 
Eric Lyons Cunningham 
Partnership e.xplained.‘The 
spaces in between the buildings 
are not left to chance, and this 
integrated design process leads 
to a cohesive outcome where 
the buildings help create the 
settings and the settings 
enhance the buildings... Our 
aspiration is to create places 
that people will enjoy.’ Preben 
Jakobsen, who joined the

Ivor Cunningham’s name will 
always be linked to that of Eric 
Lyons, whom he joined in 1955. 
and whose practice he 
continued after Lyons’ death in 
1980. Over the last six months, 
propelled by the dynamism of 
Barbara Simms, Ivor’s project 
of documenting the work of the 
practice and sparking interest 
from a younger generation of 
historians and practitioners 
came to fruition in the RIBA 
exhibition and book, ErU Lt/ons 
and Span. These portrayed the 
long association between Lyons 
and the development company 
founded by his former 
architectural partner Geoffrey 
Townsend.

After Dartford Grammar 
School and Medway School of 
Art, Cunningham studied at the 
AA, and gained experience in 
landscape architecture in The 
Netherlands and Sweden. He
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Insulated Panels

Making life easier
Envirocare Technical Some of the

c E s Services is an advanced buildingT C C H N I C * I services^ E R V >

design and energy calculation software tool and technical provided by

Kingspan Envirocareservice centre. This service is dedicated to environmental,

Technical Services:design and expert advice, offering support to developers, 

design, specification and construction teams. Established to 

provide advise and support for effective and optimised 

compliance with the stringent and improved energy efficiency 

demands of Building Regulations Part L2A and the EU Energy 

Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD).

• Compliance through whole building CO2 calculations

• Roof lights usage, limitations and best practice

• Key routes to cost effective compliance to EPBD

• U-values guidance and compliance

For regulation compliance and sustainability solutions contact Kingspan Envirocare Technical Team on:

Freephone 0800 587 0090
or email: erwirocare<i)kingspanpaiels.com 

wwwJ(ingspanpanels.com/envirocare ENQUIRY 18 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Km^pm
1^-Telephone; +44 (0) 1352 716100 Fax. +44 (01 1352 710161 

Email: infoOkingspanpanels.com Web: www.kingspanpanels.com Insulated Panels



ASTRAGAL

'The lesson? 
Don't let an 
architect design 
your chocolate 
packaging'

Axel Simon on a slump in 
Nestlc’s soles since Jeon 
Nouvels involvement. A10, 
Morch-April 2007

‘It's raw, 
confusing, 
impersonal, 
uncomfortable, 
oppressive. If this 
building were 
fulfilling the 
acclaim heaped 
on to it, all we'd 
be talking about 
is joy'
Lowrence Cheek on 
Koolhaas’ Seattle Library 
three years on. Seattle 
Post-lntelli0etuer,, 27.03.07

SHOPTILLYOU DROP

We all know about reality TV. 
but now reality shopping has 
arrived. Lost week. Astragal’s 
New York spy sneaked in to 
the opening of‘BY’, a new 
showTOom and interior design 
service from Italian designer 
Piero Lissoni. Lissoni has 
transformed a top-floor SoHo 
loft into a sumptuous 
apartment, fully appointed with 
pieces from the Boffi, Living 
Divani and Porro collections. 
The showroom is sprinkled with 
accoutrements like newspapers 
and DVDs, and engaging with 
the furnishings is encouraged.
As Astragal’s spy kicked off her 
Salvatore Ferragomos and sank 
into the creamy leather sofa, 
she felt ready to snatch up the 
entire store. But with the 
Corian ‘Pc' bathtub running 
at about $25,000 GC12.700). 
her wallet rapidly saw sense.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

Brighton and Hove Council’s 
decision to give Frank Gehry's 
King Alfred scheme the green 
light seems less surprising w-hen 
you consider the quality of 
some of the objections raised at 
the council meeting two weeks 
ago. Valerie Paynter of Save 
Hove, one of the project’s most 
vociferous opponents, presented 
two buildings by FAT to prove 
that ‘Frank Gehry is not cutting 
edge any more.’ She then 
explained how the original 
King Alfred building was built 
at almost exactltf the same time 
os Tate Modern and therefore 
could be regenerated to the 
same effect. Not by the same 
architect, granted. But hey, it’s 
either a vintage year or it’s not. 
There was also concern that 
Gehry would not be able to 
deliver the Kolzip roof in the 
colour represented in the

planning documents. Gehry 
Partners’ response? ‘Somebody 
always says we can’t build our 
buildings. And you know what? 
We always do.'

SLEEPING BEAUTY

Astragal was fortunate enough 
to attend the Architectural 
Reuieu^'s annual conference, 
which was bunring with high- 
profile names such os Peter 
Cook. Terry Farrell. David 
Mackay and Zaha Hadid.
The stars trooped on and 
off the RIBA stage like an 
architectural Band Aid, but even 
this feast of designer ncmies 
didn’t stop one hapless delegate 
from nodding off during a 
Mackay solo. The snores were 
low ond monotonous at first 
but grew into a rattling din, 
waking even the dozer himself. 
Perhaps 40 winks during the 
break would have been wiser?

'The architectural 
equivalent of 
colonic irrigation'
Stephen Bayley on Herzog 
& dc Meuron s Tate 
Modern extension.
Obsen'er, 01.04.07
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LETTERS

CALLS FOR A MORE PROFESSIONAL ARB DEBATE...

Munkctiheck and Marshall u Kensinrjton Hotel (AJ 22.03.07) suggests 
that un accurate description of qualifications is required and chat 
the use of designations such as “trainee architect’without 
qualification is not satisfactory. Dispute resolution specialist Brewer 
Consulting states on its website;‘It is clear that professional firms 
should always be careful when describing their staff... failure to 
accurately represent qualifications or experience could potentially 
be used by the client to dispute fees’. Surely this simple fact should 
worry the profession, just as much us the rights und wrongs of the 
ARB’s interpretations?

As I write this letter. I wonder if the advert I have just seen 
in Wycombe District Council’s local guide from a company that 
provides ‘residential architecture: from extensions to new buildings' 
and ‘design, planning, building regulations and project 
management all under one rooP would confuse either a 
professional or a layman. I think it would. Would a layman 
appoint this person thinking they are an architect? Maybe. Is 
the person registered? Not according to the ARB. Does the styling 
use a construct containing the tenn “architect’? Yes, more than 
once. Does this matter? Not if the profession thinks the protection 
of title or tlie general public is not important.

Surely, rather than knocking the ARB. we should move 
on to the wider question of what it is to be a professional in 2007? 
What should our professional standards be. and should the 
profession have a duty of care to the public? It’s a question 
that Part 3 students have to consider. Once you arc a registered 
architect the question of professionalism does not disappear.
How can we suggest changes to the ARB when the profession 
has not considered what it is to be a professional?
Mark Liniptiforth RIBA, Bicester, Oxon

develop the ideas and designs for a permanent experimental 
playground.

Daubeney School was our first e.xperimental playground 
project and since then Snug & Outdoor has gone on to develop 
this way of working in all sorts of public spaces with both children 
and adults. For the lost two years we have been funded by NESTA, 
the Arts Council and the Esmee Foirboirn Foundation, to develop 
a kit of large-scale ntodular objects that has the potential to 
transform school grounds throughout the UK into flexible 
playscapes.

At Snug & Outdoor we have fond memories of working 
with Lynn. How sad that she seems to have forgotten us entirely. 
Hattie Goppard, director, Snug & (hndoor

THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF BRAZIL

I’m an AJ subscriber - not an architect but a development surveyor. 
I wasn’t a great fun of the redesign in 2005 but I would very much 
like to conqratulote uoti on uour Alvorada Palace Building Studu
(AJ 22.03.07).

1 went on u tour of Brazil lost year. 1 survived Sao Paulo 
and had my hotel room broken into in Brasilia, but it was well 
worth it to see this Niemeger masterpiece. Well done on a great 
piece of writing. Are they refurbishing any other bits of Brasilia 
or is it all too politically embarrassing? President Lula may be the 
people’s man, but he’s certainly not universally hailed as Brazil’s 
saviour. And well. Brazil Ls Brazil!

Niteroi was closed for refurbishment when I was there 
- perhaps another candidate for a Building Study?
Alan Cook, Jones Lang LaSalle

PEDDLING BACKWARDS OVER GLOBAL WARMING

In Kate Mackintosh’s letter about people peddling ‘disinformation’ 
on Channel 4’s The Great Global H-'orming Swindle (Letters, AJ 
29.03.07), she signed off as “vice choir, Scientists for Global 
Responsibility’. Like the Guardians George Monbiot, instead of 
offering properly referenced refotarions of the claims made (which 
we would all like to see), her letter is a McCorthy-esque rant about 
the people who made the programme.

Oddly enough, around three quarters of the 13 bigwigs 
in her Scientists for Whatsit organisation appear to be architects 
and engineers, with a retired physics teacher and a secretary 
thrown in for good measure. Doubtless extremely kind, committed 
and thoughtful folk. But not e.xacdg what you and I would call 
‘scientists’.

...WHILE MORE ‘ARCHITECTS’ SLIPTHROUGH THE NET

I see that football hooligan ‘trainee architect' Timothy Smith made 
it into Astragal (AJ 29.03.07). 1 read in the Ohsetver property 
supplement recently that one Kevin McCloud is also an “architect'. 
Fumiy, I can’t seem to find his name on the ARB register!
Louis Heilman, hg email

PLAYGROUND PARTNER HAS BEEN OVERLOOKED

1 was delighted to see Lynn Kinnear's article ‘Landscapes of Play’ 
{AJ Specilication 02.07) about the experimental ployground at 
Daubeney School. But I was surprised that she didn’t mention us. 
Snug & Outdoor, the designer and artist of the project.

Snug & Outdoor was commissioned by the Hackney 
Wick Public Art Programme to devise and deliver the highly 
innovative experimental playground project, which led to the brief 
for the permanent playground design. We were responsible for the 
expenmentol playground project that transformed the large bleak 
space into an animated Hexible environment. Kinneor Landscape 
Architects was then invited to collaborate with Snug & Outdoor to

Disinformation eh? Hmm.
David Barker, Kent

Please address letters to: The Editor, The Architects’Journal, 151 Rosebeiy 
Ai^ue, London EC1R 4GB,fax 020 7505 6701, or entail atipela. 
newton@emap.com to arrive hy lOam on the Monday before publication. 
Ihe Architects' Journal reserves the right to edit letters.
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It's been brilliant - far exceeding our expectations, we ll be back with a 
significantly larger stand in 2007. We came with a completely open mind 
and although I thought we would be busy, we were rushed off our feet for 
the full five days. It was our first time at Interbuild and to be honest. I've 
been overwhelmed at the number of leads we’ve picked up."
Ian Guest. Henkel Building Systems.
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Systematically building business 
at Interbuild 2007
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visitors, with a combined buying power of at least 

£16.19 billion, over five days. So if you want to meet 
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come to you to see what’s new. Some of the hottest 

topics in 2007 will be sustainability, off-site solutions, 

energy efficiency and housing regeneration. And. with 

dedicated show areas. Interbuild 2007 will reflect this.

For more information and to book your stand now 

call 020 7505 6783.
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the building show
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Thursday 1 Nov 2007 
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BUILDING STUDY

A SYNTHESIS OF HUMANISM 
AND MINIMALISM - A KIND 
OF‘HUMINALISM 9

Bij Rkhard H'cnon. Pitotograph^ hij Neil Bridifc

Lars Citz Arckitecis is an international studio for architecture, planning and 
desiejn, based in Copenhagen, lyenmark. 'Ihe practice was established in 
J997 by Lars Gitz after he uvn the first prize in a competition to desiyn 
housing for students while he um still studying at the Royal Danish Art 
Academy. Recent projects haiv included a luxury I'illa in Spain, ajyartment 
complexes in Copenhagen and proposed designs for a 10,000m' hotel and 
restaurant complex, aho in Copenhagen.

The WHO buildiny is in the north of Copenliagen on 
Scherfigsvej.just inland from the sea near the start of Strandvejen, 
where Arne Jacobsen’s pioneering Bellavue complex and nearby 
petrol station remain objects of architectural pilgrimage. It sits 
between contrasting neighbours, with traditional villas to the east, 
and a low. somewhat Miesian building to the west; it is entered 
from the south, while to the north mature trees screen an area 
of medium-rise housing.

At first sight the organisation appears conventional in 
both plan and section: a horseshoe of open-plan office spaces is 
wrapped around an atrium and service core, and the offices 
stacked on largely uninterrupted floor plates of uniform height. 
The ofiices are naturally ventilated, svith both heating and - tor 
occasional summer use - cooling provided in the ceilings. A 
covered parking urea is tucked underneath one .side and. as if in 
response, the upper floors are cut back on the other, to the west, 
to create a large terrace. Only the variously angled, regulotion- 
detyingly long stairs hint that something rather more inventive 
might be going on.

Intriguingly, neither the plans nor sections immediately 
disclose Gitz's organising idea for the building, which was to allow 
the various functions, surfaces and spaces a degree of autonomy, 
while also combining them into a unified composition. AH 
becomes clear in an oblique view from the south east. The three 
floors of accommodation to the east, abos'c the cov'cred parking, 
are treated os a single, cedar-clad volume with vertical louvres.

Speaking to o largely student audience many years ago, David 
Chippertield advised that it was important to choose your point 
of entry into the protes.sion carefully: get known for cheap kitchen 
extensions and it could prove hard to move upmarket seemed to be 
the basic message. As points of entry go. Lars Gitz's building for the 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO’s) Copenhagen offices, won 
in competition with two other Danish practices, would be hard to 
better. At 2,000m’ it is both small enough to master - feeling as 
much like a large villa as an office building - and large enough 
to flex serious architectural muscles.

Gitz came to attention in Dennrark some 10 years ago 
when, while still a student at the Rogal Danish Academy, he won 
Q competition for young people’s housing in the Danish region of 
North Zealand. That came to nothing, but he established his own 
office and has spent much of the intervening rime working as a 
consultant on long-term plans for Copenhagen’s celebrated Tivoli 
Gardens area - of which Norman Foster’s recent competition
winning hotel is, internationally, the best known outcome to date.
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1. Southern elevation: a continuous zinc-clad ribbon rises from the ground to crank around 
the top two floors

bridge to the right enters the cedar-clad volume and a ‘bridgelct’ 
to the left leads to the other offices and core. Ahead rises the first 
of the angled stairs, the vertical journey beginning on a regulation- 
contravening broad step before settling into the repetitive rhythm 
of risers and goings.

Nineteen uninterrupted risers later you arrive at - or 
rather u riser above - the second floor, on another wide, landing
like step. This unusual celebration of arrival brmgs to mind a 
restaurant by Morris Lapidus in which guests were led up on to 
a low platform from where, after being the centre of attention for 
a few seconds, they descended to dine. Here, however, the aim is 
primarily to reinforce the overall architectural strategy. Like the 
zinc ribbon, the precast-concrete entrance bridge and stairs can be 
seen as a continuous slab of reinforced concrete, cut and folded to 
link the different floors, on to which the stain seem literally to have 
been dropped. The angling of the stairs often a dynamic contrast 
to the orthogonal structural grid. Treating them as elements placed 
on - rather chan simply leading between - the floor slabs both 
intensifies our physical engagement with the building and 
emphasises its volumetric composition.

Compared with many, undentood-at-a-glonce office 
atria, Gitz’s is a spatial tour dt;force, opening and closing ingeniously, 
und beautifully lit. It is also, as one expects of Danish buildings, 
immaculately detailed. Horizontal light and views are filtered by 
gloss blocks, and to achiev'e the required one-hour fire rating, their 
vertical and horizontal joints are reinforced by steel. Walls, columns

while the remainder of the accommodation is articulated by u 
continuous, zinc-clad ribbon, Working with the manufacturers of 
Rheinzink cladding, Gitz was able to eliminate both vertical and 
horizontal standing seams, lending the surfaces the combination 
of smoothness und variability in changing light and sea.sons that 
he was pursuing.

The zinc ribbon begins as the broad, return-end of the 
west devotion, wraps across the second-floor slab and then cranks 
up and across the top floor to float above the projecting cedar-clad 
volume. The second floor, sandwiched by the zinc ribbon, is fitted 
with solar-control glass, while the floors above and below hove 
external horizontal louvTcs.The glass alone cannot quite cope 
with the full effects of the sun. but the uninterrupted glazing has 
its compen.sQtions: a member of staff who complained about the 
warmth also declined the ofter of moving to a workspace 
elsewhere in the building.

Volumctrically, therefore, the building can be understocxl 
as an extrusion of its long section. The majority of visitors, arriving 
by car, enter at ground-floor level from the covered parking 
dircedy into an open reception area. The architectural promenade 
through the atrium, however, is announced by an externol stair 
that rises from the edge of an elliptical paved area and lands the 
visitor on on entry bridge placed at right angles to the main 
facode. This traverses o rectangular pool - symbolic, in Gitz's mind, 
of leaving Copenhagen behind to address the problems of the 
wider world within - beftire sliding into the atrium. From there a
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3.

2 & 3. The atrium. Only the variously 
angled, regulation-defyingly long 
stairs hint that something more 
inventive might be going on

and beams (made of precast conrete almost entirely throughout 
- hence the necessity of the sinoll column buy to support the 
projecting timber volume) are painted white, and the floors are 
clad in ash, save for the precast-concrete stairs and bridges, which 
are immaculately smooth and grey - this contrast between the 
different linishes is doubtless crucial in ensuring that people take 
note of the unusual arrangement of risers.

The steel balustrades are far more open than British — or 
tor that matter. Danish - regulations are supptised to allow. Like 
the continuous, landing-free runs of the stairs themselves - vital 
to the architectural idea - they were a concession from normal 
requirements. The building inspector, Gitz explains, liked the 
architectural concepts and was happy to make 15 such 
dispensations to ensure that they were not compn>mi.sed.

The doctors and researchers who moke up most of the 
staff at the WHO were at first reluctant to leave their familiar 
cellular ofiices, and to help make them feel at home with the 
open-plon floors Gitz developed a new office system, which he 
named‘Plexus'. Its design began with a circle, ergonomically 
subdivided into three 120‘' segments, which in turn are elaborated 
with convex and concave curves to wrap around the user. Slender 
corner posts support storage units at various levels, computer 
monitors, low screens and. above, a delicate parasol. Screens and 
parasols combine to pmvide u measure of acousdc damping, and 
the units can be arranged in compact circles or allowed to sprout 
jaunty-looking ‘wings’ - intriguingly reminiscent, in plan, of an

aggregotion of cellular automata encountered in computer 
simulations of artificial life,

Seen in its Danish context, where a cool, sometimes 
forbidding minimalism hos been the favoured mode of serious 
architectural expression since the mid 199<Js, the WHO building 
represents Gitz's determination ‘to bring man and architecture 
together again’ in a synthesis of humanism and minimalism - ‘a 
kind oi huniinalism', he suggests. The term may not be destined 
to enter the architectural history books, but studying bis building 
you sense what he means by it: the varied volumetric organisation. 
phy.sicality of the stairs, combination ot materials, atmospheric 
responsiveness of the zinc - all combine to render the building 
more approachable and engaging than most essays in seamless 
minimalism.

In an international architectural culture that prizes 
novelty, little in the WHO building mag appear especially 
original.With rainscrcen cladding as today’s technical norm, the 
combination of timber and metal is familiar. And compositionoUy. 
the ‘big idea’ of linking floors and walls to form a continuous 
folded plane has been explored in mony recent projects by, 
amongst others, Diller and Scofidio in New York, MVRDV in The 
Netherlands ond, closer to home, by Foreign Office Architects for 
the BBC. The catalyst for all these surely lies in Rem Koolhaas’ 
early work — the Kuiisthal in Rotterdam, or the Educutorium in 
Utrecht - and they in turn, like most of Koolhaas' major spatial 
ideas, stem from Le Corbusier: from the Villa Savoye. ultimately.
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4. Site plan

pcriiops, but more directly, I suspect, from the lore project for a 
Congress Hall in Strasbourg.

One could go on: might the entrance stair and bridge, 
for example, be distant relatives of the similcur arrangement chat 
leads out into the garden of the Villa at Gorches? Despite obvious 
differences, the atrium brings to mindTerragnis Casa del Fascio, 
while the rhetorically exposed columns and beams that frame 
the second-floor terrace recall a fragment of Aalto’s Paimio 
Sanatorium - which in turn was indebted to Dutch, and probably 
also Russian, models and is encountered frequently in Richard 
Meiers work. Gitzs expressive handling of the stairs evokes 
Herman Hertzberger s ‘invitations to use’, while to me, at least, 
the geometry and detailing of the office furniture brings back 
ocher Dutch memories, spccihcolly of Aldo von Eyck’s delicate 
ESTEC complex at Noordwijk.

To suggest that many of these specific ’references’ or 
‘precedents’ were active in Gitzs conscious mind would almost 
certainly be wrong, and the building is onyching but wilfully 
eclectic. But they, or others like them within the broad, still- 
growing tradition of Modern architecture were essential to the 
making of the WHO building, and it is within that tradition that 
the building must be understood and assessed. Mg only quibbles 
are with details.

Likewise, the contrast with the zinc ribbon might have been better 
emphasised by detailing the ends of the projecting, cedar-clod 
volume as a slice through the construction (as Jeon Nouvel did 
on the screen-like facades of the Cartier Foundation in Paris), 
not vsTapping the timber over the walls and slabs. This might also 
have relieved the slight feeling that it weighs rather heavily on its 
diminutive pilotis. And once inside, 1 personally find the way the 
timber handrails are threaded through the flat steel balusters 
slightly awkward, because they interrupt ‘the network of touch’ — 
os George Baird described the detailing of such elements by Aalto 
- and seem to be governed by visual rather than tactile 
considerations.

But these are minor issues, and ultimately matters of 
preference. What is so satisfying with the WHO building is the fact 
that its success lies not in a pointless search for novelty in a now 
conventional building type, but in a convincing and, for a ‘first’ 
building, impressively mature ability to assunilate and work within 
the modern cradirion to create a life-enhancing workplace that is 
both visually elegant and experientially rich. On this evidence, 
Lots Gitz is clearly an architect to watch.

The contrast between the rhetorical start of the 
architectural promenade and the ‘real’ principal entrance tucked 
into the corner of the covered car park seems slightly unresolved.
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6.

tH ^ Y 6, 7 & 8. ‘Flexus’, the 
bespoke office system, 
is based on a circle, 
ergonomically divided 
into three 120® segments, 
and allows for numerous 
configurations

A «

7.

AJ 05.04.0730



21 C 21

.li-i

y
14

10. First-floor plan 12. Third-floor plan

17

u
21

r 1nrI 5 i7 7 6 B

I
7 I

l-ji-n1 =53
4 B IB 13

2

1211

9. Ground-floor plan 11. Second-floor plan

N

(!)e IBn

J KEY 11 TERRACE
12 HATER SURFACE
13 PARKING LOT
14 OPEN-PLAN OFFICE
15 WARDROBE
16 DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR
17 ENTRANCE RAMP
18 LOUNGE
19 SECRETARY 
28 DIRECTOR
21 EMERGENCY STAIRS

1 RECEPTION
2 CAFETERIA/CANTEEN
3 MEETING ROOMS
4 AEROBIC
5 HORKOUT
6 HC
7 CHANGING ROOMS
B DISPOSAL/OEPOT ROOM 
9 TECHNICAL ROW 
le ATRIUM

AJ 05.04.07 31



STRUCTURE

The building’s main supporting system comprises a 
classical column/beam construction. The choice of 
the structural system has allowed considerable 
freedom in the selection of facade material. The 
structure enabled the use of elements such as large 
window sections in aluminium and glass, sun blinds 
and sheet cladding. The columns and beams are 
made of prefabricated concrete elements and the 
floor divisions are prefabricated prestressed hollow- 
core slabs. The stability of the building is ensured by 
a panel effect in the floor divisions, which transfers 
the horizontal loads to the central core. The 
stabilising central core contains lifts, WCs and plant. 
The skylit four-storey atrium maintains its light feel 
through the use of prefabricated fibre-concrete 
elements to connect individual floors. These 
elements have a concrete strength of up to 100 
million Pa. This strength removes the need for bulky 
floors which could detract from the atrium's feeling 
of spaciousness. The building is founded on drilled 
piles on top of non-controlled fill and organic 
freshwater deposits, which made a traditional 
replacement and incorporation of a sand blanket too 
costly. A self-supporting double-reinforced concrete 
ground slab was chosen in a mushroom design. The 
combination of the architectural design, the varied 
choice of materials and considerable movement in 
the facade made the building vulnerable to 
considerable thermal bridging. In an attempt to 
minimise these effects, a high level of detail was 
pursued in the design of the facades. The lar^e two- 
storey steel-framed frontage provided the final 
structural design challenge. To allow for thermal 
expansion and contraction, the joints must be able 
to absorb lengthwise expansion of the steel while 
having sufficient anchoring to withstand wind 
loading in the lateral plane. A gliding joint was 
chosen as the best solution.
Jill Strmnsholt. Midlconsult A/S

13. View to the south
14, Columns and beams are made of 
prefabricated concrete elements, and 
the floor divisions are prefabricated 
prestressed hollow-core slabs
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Credits

Tender date 
1 April 2004 
Start on site date 
1 November 2004 
Contract duration 
17 months
Gross internal floor area
2,010m^
Total cost
2.97 million euros (jQ2 million), land not
included
Client
Conccptor
Architect
Lars Gitz Architects: Lars Gitz, Samuel
Staalgren.Jon Clausen and Sonne Bentzen
Structural engineer
Midtconsult A/S
Selected subcontractors and
suppliers
Electrician Hareskov Elektric; plumbing and 
heating service Ramse WS; ventilation Pro 
Ventiladon;_^oon>ij Miko Gulve; ceilings 
and uvlls Deko Loft + Vxg;p<?mterJorgen 
Pedersen; bricfe/ayerVesla: chartered surveyor 
LandinspektorfirmaetVektor; road and 
landscaping Einer J Jensen; concrete staircase 
Hi-Con; concrete-slab delivery and assembly 
Spxncom; exterior spiral staircase Scan- 
Trapper; concrete panel assembly Stabile 
Montage; rendering cf garden wall FW Bgg; 

facade (aluminium windows and exterior doors); 
roof covering NordiskTagentreprise A/S; 

flooring Miko Gulve;pamferjorgen Pedersen; 
zinc work Rheinzink DK; heating Ronwo 
WS A/S; lift Otis

18.

17. The three floors of accommodation to the 
east are treated as a single cedar-clad volume

18. Northern elevation and escape stair
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WORKING DETAILS / WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION

Not*: *t**l 
baluatrsdai and 
atrlun faacla ara 
flnlahad in gray 
paint

A PRECAST-CONCRETE 
STAIRCASE WITH A STEEL 
BALUSTRADE

80 » ISMai *T*«iflat* H*ld*d to 
form baluatrad*

S0nn-dia hardwood 
handrail

The three-storey office building 
has a central atrium flanked by 
landings which give access to 
open-plan work spaces. Precast- 
concrete staircases rise through 
the atrium spoce. placed 
asymmetricoUy for‘a dynamic 
contrast to the buildings 
stringent 6m column grid’.

Each staircase, with treads 
and risers only 150mm deep, 
rises 3.37m and spans 7.35m 
from one side of the atrium to 
the other. To achieve the span. 
CRC (high-performance steel- 
fibre-reinforced concrete) was 
used. The staircases were cast 
in timber moulds in a vertical 
position, so that only one of 
the short sides was handled.

The top and bonom treads 
of the staircases arc extended 
and ‘flooi' over the atrium 
landings, supported on steel 
spacers, Balustrades to landings 
and staircases are virtually 
identical. They consist of a 
series of 80 x 15mm steel flats 
welded to form a frame; the 
intermediate vertical flats 
extend above the frame to 
support a tubular hardwood 
handrail.Two rows of lOmm- 
diameter steel rods pass through 
the intermediate steel flats and 
arc bolted to the end flats with 
round-headed bolts.

The landing edges are clad 
with 1 Omm-thick steel fascias, 
bolted to the edge beams with 
round-headed bolts. All bolted 
connections are of exposed 
polished stainless steel to 
contrast with the grey-pointed 
fascia and balustrade steelwork. 
By Susan Dawson

letaii'dia ttaal rod
paaa*( through
intanoediata at*al
flata and la
boltad to and flat
with round-haadad
bolts

IM X iZgtam waldad ataal braeWat
ttaal brackat with 
•aBi'Clreular 
Plata* boltad 
to italrc***

with tani-clrcular 
pitta* boltad 
through faacla 
to conerat* adga
baam

pracaat atalrcaa* 
of CRC {high- 
parfomano* ataal- 
fibra-rainforoad 
conerata)

IBiMi ataal faacla 
boltad to concrat* 
adga baait with 
axpoaad ISnta-dla 
bolt*

IBgwn daap traad* 
and rlaara

ISOMETRIC OF STAIRCASE AND ATRIUM BALUSTRADE

glaat block 
wall I

■ I
• corridor

1baluatrad*

I"

1|i ttaincaa* i | 
to third floor
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KEY PART-PUN OF THIRD FLOOR SHOWING ATRIUH AND STAIRCASE
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lenri'dia ataal 
rod boltod to 
«nd flat with 
round-haadad belts

SBnm-dla hardwood 
handrail

S*Hn-01a hardwood 
handrail

8d X 15«n ataal 
flats

S8nsn>dla hardwood 
handrail

M X 15m staal 
flata waldad to 
form baluatrads

10an-dlB ataal 
rods bolted to 
end flat with 
round-headad

Idm-dla ataal 
red paasat through 
intanaadiats ataal 
flata and is 
bolted to and flat 
with round-haadad 
bolts

^ id-♦ * *% staal braekat

au^rtsbalustraded
♦ I

Idnm steal faacla 
boltad to concrete 
edge beam

148 X 129nm welded 
steal bracket 
with ssnl-clrcular
plates♦

SECTION THROUGH BALU8TRA0EELEVATION OF ATRIUH BALUSTRADE

Sem-dla na-dwoed 
handrail

lam staal faacla
boltad to concrata 
edge beam with 
axpoaad ISim-dla 
.bolts

top tread raised 
27m above floor 
on staal spacers

balustrade of 
BB X ISm steal 
flats and IBrnn-dia 
staal rods144 X 124m welded 

steal bracket with 
aand.-clrculer 
plates bolted 
through fascia 
to concrata edge 
bean

84 X 15m staal 
flat slotted 
through bracket 
and boltad to It 
with round-headed 
belts

4 II

P. ISnn steal faacla 
bolted to edge 
beam

DETAIL SECTION AND ELEVATION OF BALUSTRADE

'144 X 124m waldad 
steal bracket 
with saial-circular 
plates boltad 
to staireaea

precast staircase 
of CRC (high- 
parformsnea stael- 
flbra-reinforced 
concrete)lowest tread 

raised 27m above 
floor on staal
spacers

150m-daep treads 
and risers

SECTION THROUGH STAIRCASE

handrail and 
balustrade£

•.j
precast stalreesa 
Of CRC (hlgh- 
perfomanca steal- 
flbre-reinforced 
conerate]

lowest tread 
raised 27m above 
floor on steel 
apacere

top tread raised 
27m above floor 
on steel speceri

154m-deep
treadsPUN OF STAIRCASE
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Visit www.aj-retailregeneration.co.uk CONFERENCES
to secure your place today!

10th May 2007 ICO, London. W1

Retail Regeneration
2007of retail developmentDesigning for the next generation

Featured speakers include:

Andrew Ogg, Managing Director, LESLIE JONES 

Simon Bee, Executive Design Director, BENOY 

Shaun Andrews, Head of London Ranning,DONALDSONS 

Steve McGuckin, Devebpment Director, LAND SECURITIES

■ Jon Emery, UK Development Director, HAMMERSON

■ Patrick Stones, Property Acquisitbn Director, TESCO

■ Nigel Woolner, Director, CHAPMAN TAYLOR

■ John Laker, Managing Director, CENTROS MILLER

CPD
To register - Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001
Email: constructconferences@emap.com Online: www.aj-retailregeneration.co.uk

CERTIFIED
Consmialon CPO 

GrliuMcin SovKc



TECHNICAL & PRACTICE / UPDATE

Andrew Walts

Facades

Technical Review

1.

1. Fuel cells powered Trafalgar 
Square’s Christinas lights (Online)
2. Documentation of facades (Books)

THIS WEEK ONLINE TECHNICAL NEWS TECHNICAL EVENTS BOOKS

• Fuel Cells is a new 
briefing in the Renewables 
part of our Sustainability 
coverage. We look at what 
fuel cells are; emissions; 
setting up fuel supply 
infrastructure; and a 
range of emerging 
applications. It is early 
days for this still 
relatively expensive 
technology for generating 
electricity, but trials 
are under way and 
significant sales are 
forecast. See www.ajplus. 
co.uk/sustainability. This 
coverage of fuel cells 
adds to our existing 
briefings on renewables, 
which are on biomass, 
ground-source heating and 
cooling (both heat pump- 
based and labyrinths), 
wind, solar electric 
(photovoltaic) and solar 
thermal.

• At Q recent Building Centre 
seminar on Density.
David Rudlin ofURBED 
noted that highly dense cities 
such as Paris and New York 
often build more generous 
accormnodation than UK 
developers, who are building 
high and small. June Barnes, of 
award-winning social landlord 
East Thames (with Jestico + 
Whiles), cautioned that often 
tenants do not opt for density 
- rather it is the only option 
available - especially as the 
majority of urban social 
housing is now built by 
developers under SI06 
agreements. Another challenge 
is achieving a mix of families 
with children of different ages 
so that high-density 
developments can mature 
into balanced communities.

Sustainable Refurhislimeni
10 April, 4,00-6.00pm
Port Talbot, Wales
WWW.bre.CO,uk/events

Facades; Technical Review 
Andrew Watts 
RIBA Publishing. 2007, £15 
First in a new series, this is o 
gem of a book packed wheh 
easily digestible technical 
information - including clear 
detail drawings by the author - 
about ‘architecturally ambitious 
and technically complex’ 
facades. Each of the six chapters 
(Metal, Glass, Concrete, 
Masonry, Plastic and Timber) 
examines recent innovative 
facades from around the globe. 
Examples ore well chosen and 
explained in o way one only 
finds in the back end of 
orchitectuTol journals, delving 
into ‘design considerations 
and solutions’.

Upcoming titles later this 
year include Lighting and 
Roofing. This is definitely a 
series to watch, and the price 
is hard to beat. These modest 
books are likely to become 
useful desktop references for the 
current state of architectural 
craftsmanship.

Sustainable Design and the 
London Plan
11 April, 8.00-9.30am
Building Centre, 26 Store Street
London WC1
Alex Bax, GLA
WWW.buildingeentret rust,
org

Lime Rendering l^^brkshops
11-13 April, 16-18 May, 20-22 June
Cromer, Norfolk
www.edwardsecobuilding.com

Hemp and Lime Conference
28 April, 9.00am-5.45pm 
Centre for Alternative Technology. 
Wales
www.cat.org.uk/courses

Designing with Nature: 
Better Buildings
20-25 May
Schumacher College, Devon
www.schumachercollege.
org.uk
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TECHNICALS PRACTICE

ALL BUILDINGS 
EXCEPT SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLINGS 
MUST BE ASSESSED
Written and illustrated hy Austin Williams

opposed to the RRO solely referencing UK Parliament legislation 
- but there are some important differences. For example, the FSSR 
addresses houses in multiple occupation and as such has a different 
definition of a ‘domestic premises’.

The RRO defines domestic premises as ‘premises occupied 
as a private dwelling (including any garden, yard, garage, 
outhouse, or common appurtenance of such premises which is 
not used by the occupants of more than one such dwelling)’ (my 
italics). As such, it does not apply to domestic premises. The FSSR 
also does not apply to domestic premises defined as ‘premises 
occupied as a private dwelling including specified ports used in 
common by the occupants of more than one dwelling’ (my italics). 
In Northern Ireland, the Fire and Rescue Services (Northern 
Ireland) Order 2006 came into force in July 2006, but it contains 
little of substance as yet. It intends to phase in the various orders 
relating to definitions, responsibilities, powers, etc, over 2007.

In terms of both the Scotland and the England and Wales 
legislation, the main effect of the changes will be a move towards 
greater emphasis on fire prevention in all non-domestic premises. 
The Fire Certificate is now a thing of the past and the government 
hopes to save cuxmnd £,\,7 million from the withdrawal of 
certification procedures alone. The main purposes are to:
• create a single regime for simplicity and case of understanding;
• use risk assessment as a central means of fire prevention cmd 
mitigation measures;
• shift the burden of compliance, in order to encourage compliance;

The fifth in our series of NBS Shortcuts looks at the Regulatory Reform 
(Fire Safety) Order. On 1 October 2006, fire safety legislation changed 
under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. From that point 
onwards, with no transitional arrangements, fire certificates were abolished 
and ceased to hatv legal status.

Under the Fire Precoutions Act 1971 certain classes of building 
“ those with designated uses such as institutional, entertainment, 
recreational, teaching, research and workplaces, as weD os some 
residential buildings (but not dwellings) — required o fire certificate, 
This would be issued only after the fire authority had proved itself 
satisfied that the provisions for means of escape, fire fighting 
equipment and warning systems were all adequate. In December 
1997, the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations came into 
force. They were omended in 1999 to take into account a wider 
range of premises. All this applied in England. Woles and Scotland.

But on 1 October 2006, fire-safety legislation changed 
under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (PJLO).
In one fell swoop these two substantial Fire Precautions Acts were 
replaced and around 118 other separate pieces of legislation were 
amended or replaced. In addition, the RRO only applies to 
England and Wales, with Scotland and Northern Ireland under 
similar but different requirements. In Scotlond. for example, the Fire 
Safety (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (FSSR) are now in force. The 
differences between the FSSR and the RRO are sbght - primarily 
concerning the need to reference Scottish Parliament documents os
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2.

1. Residential flats are now 
included in Approved Document 62, 
rather than 61, which deals only 
with dwelling houses
2. Graph showing the likelihood of 
a fire in a given building type
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• focus on those premises that present the greatest risk; and
• ensure that compliance responds to actual circumstances ond 
that maintenance procedures are factored in,

The legislation covers ‘general fire precaurions’ and other 
fire-safety duties which are needed to protect ‘relevant persons” in 
case of fire in and around most ‘premises*. ‘Relevant persons’ are 
those affected by a fire and used to refer to occupants and those 
direcdg involved in the building. Now it also means ‘any person in 
the immediate vicinity of the premises who is at risk fiom a fire on 
the premises’, such as passers-bg ond the owners of neighbouring 
buildings. They must be considered in your plans. Bear in rmnd 
that when it comes to speculative developments, some relevant 
persons (e.g.the actual user group) may be unknown!

Intercstinglg, a firefighter is nor a relevant person. The 
Scotland and the England and Wales legislation requires fire 
precautions to be put in place ‘where necessary’, and to the extent 
that is reasonable and practicable in the circumstances to minimise 
harm and hazard to those relevant persons. In all workplaces with 
one or more employees, a full risk assessment and an emergency 
plan must be in place. Where there arc more than five employees, 
those considerations must be recorded.

Responsibility for complying with the Fire Safety Order 
will rest with the legally designated ‘responsible person’. In 
Scodand this position is known as the 'ducyholder* and in Northern 
Ireland the name and duties of this quosi-legol entity will not be 
decided upon until later in 2007. The responsible person must

ensure that a fire-risk assessment has been carried out by a 
'competent person’ (one who is demoastrably competent so to 
do, having attended one or more courses). In a workplace the 
responsible person is most likely to be the employer or any other 
person who may have control of any part of the premises, e.g. the 
occupier or owner, In oil other premises the person or people in 
control of the premises will be responsible. If there is more than 
one responsible person in any premises, all must take all reasonable 
steps to work together to produce a harmonious risk assessment.

The risk assessment and emergency plan should pay 
particular attention to those at special risk, such as the disabled or 
temporarily disabled, and must consider any dangerous substance 
likely to be on the premises. As with statutory health and safety 
obligations, fire-risk assessments should identify the hazards; the 
risks that con be removed or reduced; and the nature and extent 
of the general fire precautions needed to protect people against 
residual fire risks, In the post, if there hadn’t been a material 
change, the fire and rescue service couldn’t demand upgrades 
on buildings with fire certificates even if the certificates hod 
been obtained, say, 50 years previously. Now they can.

Risk ossessments must be carried out on all premises and 
buildings other than dwellings in single occupation. The fire and 
rescue service may visit the property, but they will not carry out a 
risk assessment - they will simply audit the procedures in place. In 
general, the competency expressed in the assessment will determine 
the level of suspicion, driving more detailed physical inspection.
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DAILY CHECKS (NOT NORMALLY RECORDED) WEEKLY CHECKS

ESCAPE ROUTES
• Do all emergency fastening devices to fire 

exits (push-bars and pads etc) work correctly?
• Are external routes clear and safe?

ESCAPE ROUTES
• Can all fire exits be opened immediately 

and easily?
• Are fire doors clear of obstructions?
• Are escape routes clear?

FIRE WARNING SYSTEMS
• Does testing a manual call point send a signal 

to the indicator panel? (Disconnect the link 
to the receiving centre or tell them you are 
doing a test}

• Did the alarm system work correctly when 
tested?

• Did staff and others hear the fire alarm?
• Did any linked fire protection systems operate 

correctly (e.g. magnetic door holder released, 
smoke curtains dropped)?

FIRE WARNING SYSTEMS
• Is the indicator panel showing ‘normal’?
• Are whistles, gongs or air horns in place?

ESCAPE LIGHTING
• Are luminaires and exit signs in good 

condition and undamaged?
• Is emergency lighting and sign lighting 

working correctly?

FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT
• Are all fire extinguishers in place?
• Are fire extinguishers clearly visible?
• Are vehicles blocking fire hydrants or 

access to them?

The government has written a set of guides that describe 
in some detail what is needed in order to complg. These cover a 
variety of buildings and even though there is a considerable 
amount of duplication, each includes a range of very helpful 
diagrams showing the typical layouts for emergency egress; as well 
as various escape distances to suit occupancy rates, demographics 
and building classifications. They also include generic fire risk 
assessments and maintenance checklists.

The graph showing the likelihood of a fire occurring in a 
given building type {see page 41) may be used to prioritise the level 
of detail appHed to a buildings emergency plan. Note, for example, 
that industry/warehouses has five times the risk of a fire occurring 
than a school or office. The fire and rescue service tends to 
prioritise its inspection resources accordingly.

Even though firefighters aren’t deemed to be relevant, 
architects should consider the practical implications of poor design 
on their call-out efficiency. Firefighters carrying heavy equipment 
are helped in their duties by accurate directional signage; clear and 
accessible alarm indicators (to help pin-point the location of the 
fire); minimal obstructions in the form of security gates, etc, that 
may require cutting equipment; uncomplicated access routes: and 
ensuring that risers and hydronts arc located in convenient and 
obvious positions.

REFERENCES
• Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order (2005),
The Stationery Office
• BRE Certification Ltd (2006) ‘Requirements and 
Testing Procedures for Radio-Linked Fire Detection 
and Fire Alarm Equipment’, Loss Prevention Standard,
LPS 1257: Issue 10
. BS 5839-6 (2004) ‘Fire Detection and Fire Alarm 
Systems for Buildings. Code of Practice for the Design, 
Installation and Maintenance of Fire Detection and Fire 
Alarm systems in Dwellings’, British Standards 
Institution
• BS 5839-9 (2003) ‘Fire Detection and Fire Alarm 
Systems for Buildings. Code of Practice for the Design, 
Installation, Commissioning and Maintenance of 
Emergency Voice Communication Systems’, British 
Standards Institution
• Simon Ham, (to be published June 2007) ‘Guide to Part 
B of the Building Regulations’, NBS
• J A Purkiss (2006) ‘Fire Safety Engineering Design 
of Structures’ Butterworth-Heinemann
• Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers 
(2003),
Guide E

Fire Engineering; (Second edition)', CIBSE

Austin Williams is the at4thor and illustrator of NBS Shortcuts. For mare 
information visit www. thebuildingregs . com
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Specifying a chimney system?

inspireI recognising women 
in the built environment Look what’s in it 

for you.
in

woman

6th July 2007
Rlverbank Park Plaaa. London

The Architects'iourrul. Construction News, New Civil Engineer 
and OS Week have launched a celebraiory event In association 
with everywoman to encourage, recognise artd reward exceptional 
women working In the UK built environment.

The inaugural lunch event will be held on the 6th July 2007 at the 
prestigious Riverbank Park Plaza Hotel. London.

For more Information and fuN entry crtteria, pleas* visit 
www.ajp(us.cojik/lnipir*

Deadline for entries Is 30th April 2007. So, don't delay-if you 
want to be up on stage receiving recognition for the critical role 
you play in the built environment, you need to enter today.

To align your company with this prestigious event please contact 
Robert Rona on 020 7S0S 6631 or email iflspire9emap.com

lo b)f
CMstnclMlIews

Pot more information visit www.aiplus.co.uk/iaspire

HAVING TROUBLE 
RECRUITING?
The AJ has been promoting quality architecture for over 100 years and 
is the only 100% paid for magazine in the UK architecture industry.

Place an ad with us and target potential candidates of the highest calibre. 
PLUS Your first job title will also be advertised for 4 weeks on the UK's 
most visited construction jobs website:
WWW,careersinconstruction.com

Specifying a chimney and flue system under the latest revision 
to Part L of the Building Regulations, could now give the 
developer a carbon positive benefit

This 'carbon credit' allows flexibility in other aspects of the 
construction such as thermal insulation specifications, glazing 
options and air leakage targets.

In addition, a real chimney gives an enhanced lifestyle, improved 
aesthetics and an increase in the value of the property.

For more information on placing a recruitment ad in the AJ.
please contact Laura Tilting on 020 7505 6803, laura.titling@emap.com

LET US SOLVE YOUR RECRUITMENT WORRIES

• ■aHansonytED bank
www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs

Tel; 01530 270333
Email: admin@redbankmlg.co.uk

www.hanson.biz/uk

ENQUIRY 14 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



WEBWATCH / LEGAL

THE ARCHITECT 
OF ITS OWN 
DOWNFALL

NO VINDICATION
In trying to overturn the 
ARB Professional Conduct 
Committee’s (PCC's) findings 
against her, Senka Vranicki s 
case Judgment 16.03.07) has 
highlighted how the appeal 
system works, writes Lindsey 
{ajplus 27.03.07).Vranicki 
was charged by the ARB with 
both aspects of professional 
misconduct set out in Section 
14 of the Architects Act 1997. 
namely unacceptable 
professional conduct 
and serious professional 
incompetence. The PCC 
brought what they described 
as seven charges, each relatmg 
to a specific aspect of Vranicki’s 
work in relation to a house 
extension. It made findings 
of serious professional 
incompetence against her in 
respect of two out of the seven 
charges. The findings mainly 
rcloted to a failure to put in 
place appropriate contractual 
arrangements to deal with a 
main contractor and a specialist 
glazing contractor, as a result 
of which Vranicki was unable 
to retain proper control in her 
capacity as contract 
administrator.

Vranicki appealed to the 
High Court, using Section 22 
of the Act {there is no further 
appeal from the findings of the 
court). Like many other appeals 
from disciplinary tribunals, the 
form of the appeal allowed by 
the act is not limited to errors 
of law. but is a complete 
reconsiderarion of the evidence.

As is usual, the court relied 
on verbatim transcripts of the 
evidence given to the PCC, 
rather than hearing it all again.

The judge, Mr Justice 
Collins, explained that there 
had been a misconception as 
to what amounted to a charge. 
The PCC had wrongly 
described the seven allegations 
as charges. They were in fact 
particulars of matters that 
might substantiate the two 
charges of unocceptablc 
professional conduct and 
serious professional 
incompetence provided in 
the act. According to the judge, 
the PCC should hove formed a 
view about each of the seven 
matters and then decided 
whether, when taken together, 
either of the stotutory charges 
were made out.

The judge also considered 
the various other relevant 
documents produced by the 
ARB. including the PCC Rules, 
the Code of Conduct, and the 
ARB’s guidance on what 
constitutes unacceptable 
professional conduct and 
serious professional 
incompetence. He was critical 
of the guidance note that 
describes serious professional 
incompetence by using the 
phrase ‘when an architect’s 
standard of competence falls 
dramatically below that 
expected’, saying that this 
suggested a somewhat higher 
standard than that of‘serious’ 
which is imposed by the act.

Please don’t mention www. 
styfhals-partners.be to 
the ARB or we’ll have some 
Hallam Street jobsworth 
reporting the naughty Belgian 
practice, Styfhals & Partners, 
to someone in Brussels. Its 
offence? Describing members 
of the practice variously as 
‘assistant architect' and 
'architect in training’. Ooo-er.

But hang on. The whole 
computer industry seems to 
have decided that ‘software 
engineer' is not nearly as 
posh as ‘software architect'. 
There are now hundreds of 
computer-related affixes to 
the title, whose use the ARB 
so jealously guards when 
architecture graduates are 
involved, Microsoft even 
sponsors The Architecture 
Journal - that 'independent 
platform for free thinkers 
and practitioners of IT 
architecture’- and runs a 
Microsoft Certified Architect 
programme with a review 
board of ‘previously certified 
architects'. Interesting how 
the word 'software' slipped 
off so easily.

Yet do we hear of the 
ARB writing to Microsoft UK 
about its hijacking of the 
profession’s title? Odd that, 
isn't it? Try googling ’architect' 
with words like 'computer', 
’software’or‘Microsoft’. You 
may conclude that bullyboy 
ARB has lost the battle it was 
too craven to even start. 
sulliniutd.

However, this clarification, 
while of interest to the 
profession os a whole, did not 
vindicate Vranicki. Having 
explained that the court is 
reluctant to interfere with 
findings of fact unless persuaded 
that they were not justified by 
the evidence, the judge upheld 
the PCC’s view of the facts. He 
went on to say that it is the job 
of the PCC to set the standard 
applied by practitioners, cmd 
that the court should not 
interfere unless it is 
unreasonable to conclude 
that the standard has been 
set properly.

De.spite the problem that 
the PCC had treated the seven 
allegations as separate charges, 
the judge used the guidance 
provision that a number of 
events, though not serious 
in themselves, may together 
demorntratc a pattern of 
incompetence. Although he 
expressed sympathy for 
Vranicki, the judge wos not 
persuaded that the PCC was 
wrong to have found that 
serious professional 
incompetence was established.

Sue Lindsey is a barrister at Crown 
Offiee Chambers in London. Visit 
Mww.crownoff Icecharnbers. 
com
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REVIEW

BOOK
Dif Elain Haru>ood

Re-Forming Britain: 
Narratives of Modernity 
before Reconstruction 
By Elizabeth Darling. 
Routledge, 2007. £27.50

1.

2.

1 & 2. Owen Williams’ Pioneer 
Health Centre, Peckham, 1935

furniture schemes, nurseries 
and social clubs advocated by 
Denbg was indeed realised in 
schemes of more traditional 
appearance around St Pancras, 
and at Leeds’ Quarry Hill Flats. 
Darling argues, however, chat 
there was a need for such 
reforms to express themselves 
in a Modern image, and that 
arcliitects and reformers came 
to share a common nussion.

A greater worry is the 
image of Darling's book, which 
is illustrated with a few poorly 
reproduced contemporary 
photographs. The disparity in 
publishing between the pretty 
and the meaty is the real reason 
why there have been so few 
decent books on 20th-century 
English orchiiecture in the past 
25 years.

housing expert Elizabeth 
Denby, the real heroine of the 
book, and was significant as 
a first collaboration between 
younger architects such as 
Hugh Casson, Ralph Tubbs 
and H T Cadbury-Brown, 
who would go on to design 
the Festival of Britain.

In conclusion. Darling 
looks at u still younger 
generation, who studied at the 
Architectural Association in the 
late 1930s but only practised 
after the war. Architects like 
Anthony Cox took the 
messages of research and 
collaborative working further, 
into large-scale schemes chot 
prefigured post-war housing 
estates and New Towns.

Could health clinics and 
better-planned flats have been 
built without recourse to 
Modernism? The detail of 
labour-saving planning, cheap

Elizabeth Dorling is annoyed 
that no book on English 
Modernism in the 1930s has 
poked beneath the stylistic 
surface. Her method is to 
concentrate on a fistful of 
the most socially ambitious 
buildings of the period - the 
Pioneer and Finsbury Flealth 
Centres, Isokon flats, Sassoon 
House, Kent House and Kemal 
House - and relate them to 
the people who commissioned 
them. By studying the ‘do- 
gooden’ and voluntary 
organisations who sought to 
improve the living conditions 
and the health of the working 
classes, Dorling helps us to 
understand the architecture 
and the grovdng maturity 
of men like Wells Coates 
and Maxwell Fry behind it.

Ignore the polemical 
introduction of Re-Formirifj 
Brifain, and the occasionally

awkward editing, and enjoy 
the way in which these familiar 
stories are linked together with 
new insight. Darling also shows 
how organisations - wliether 
charities like the St Pancras 
House Improvement Society 
or the commercial Gas Light 
and Coke Company seeking 
new markets for its products - 
orgued for reform through 
better methoiis of pn>paganda 
such as photography, pamphlets 
and films. Their work tied in 
with chat of the Design and 
Industries A.ssociution; it was 
a decade in which pressure 
groups could really chip away 
at traditional mindsets.

Architects similarly argued 
for greater cleanliness and 
better planning in the 
e.xhibition they organised in 
March 1938 as the MARS 
Group, headed by C'oates and 
Fry. This featured a study by

Elain Haruvod is a historian until 
EncjlLsh
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BOOK
Bit Ediviti Heatlicoie

European Church 
Architecture 1900-1950: 
Towards Modernism 
By Wolfgang Jean Stock. 
Prestel, 2006. 224pp. 
£40.00

1.

This book is the companion 
volume to the very good, very 
Germanic Europeati Church 
Architecture 1950-2000, the 
same author (AJ 01.05.03).
And like that book its faults arc 
almost identical to its strengths. 
It is dry, thorough and biased 
towards the German-speaking 
countries and central Europe. 
Luckily, that also happens to 
be where the best churches 
were built during this period.
So. no great damage done.

This was a time when 
church building was absolutely 
at the forefront of progressive 
architectural thinking (there 
was an Expressionist cathedral 
on the cover of the Bauhaus 
manifesto), even if the examples 
can seem to be airbrushed out 
of conventional histories.

It is also, despite the 
apparently random and 
impossibly convenient dates of

19(KJ-1950. a relatively coherent 
period which spans, very 
roughly, the retro-radicalism 
of the Arts and Crafts period 
to the sculptural wilfulness of 
Ronchamp, while en route 
embracing Secessionism, 
National Romanticism. Nordic 
Classicism. Expressionism. 
Radonahsm and Functionalism.

It was a busy, busy time - 
and the selection here is 
admirably eclectic. Earlier 
histories have tended to 
concentrate on the rarionol 
buildings - mostly Germanic - 
which were closely allied to the 
functional tradition: the work of 
Rudolf Schwarz, Otto Bortning, 
Auguste Ferret, Dominikus 
Bohm, Karl Moser. By contrast. 
Stock picks out (and, more 
importandy, treats equally) such 
central European eccentrics as 
Joze Plecnik, Pavel Jandk and 
Odon Lechner.

This makes for a far 
more interesting book to flick 
through, although it doesn't 
help to create any sense of 
flowing narrative. While 
Plecnik was building a proco- 
Cubist concrete crypt m 
Vierma, and while his former 
master Otto Wagner was 
building a super-hygienic, 
whiter-them-white church for 
a mental asylum outside of the 
city, most of the rest of Europe 
was making do with sub- 
Gothic stage sets. Then, within 
o decade. Functionalism 
emerged as the built expression 
of the liturgical avant garde, 
just os it emerged as the natural 
language of social housing and 
manufacturing.

Yet there was a point, 
around the late 1920s. when 
spiky Expressionism, nascent 
Funcdonolism and a curious 
blend of Cubism. Gothic, Neo-

Classical and Art Deco 
suddenly combined to make 
the church arguably the most 
interesting of architectural 
typologies.

It was a brief but 
wonderful moment which 
threw up some absolute gems, 
most of which are featured 
here; for instance, Bohm’s 
spectacular St Johann Baptist 
in Neu-Ulm and St Engelbert 
in Cologne, ond Plecnik's 
Church of the Sacred Heart 
in Prague. It seemed to promise 
an inclusive, pluralistic and 
regional Modernism which 
never fully emerged.

Despite the book’s 
inclusivity there are some 
problematic gaps. Lethaby’s 
proto-Expressionist, mystical 
church at Brockhampton is 
absent, as is the mad-Modernist 
Neo-Gothic of Paul Tournon's 
Saint-Ther«e-de-l’Enfant-
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CRITIC’S CHOICE
By Andrew Mctid

2.

For much of the past decade, Rem Koolhaas and his students 
from the Harvard Project on the City have kept returning to 
Lagos, which is slated to be the worlds second largest city by 
2015, smaller only than Tokyo. From the material gathered 
on these trips, which was published in Mutations, Lagos looks 
chaotic to say the least, but in his usual perverse and 
provocative wag, Koolhaas maintains that it ‘works’. Its 
‘shortcomings in traditional urban systems’ can’t obscure its 
vitality: ‘We think it possible to orgue chat Lagos represents 
a developed, extreme paradigmatic case-study of a city at 
the forefront of globalising modernity,' says Koolhaas.

A fuller presentation of Koolhaas’ Lagos research was 
due to appear this spring fix>m publisher Lars Miiller but it has 
slipped back to the outumn. In the meantime, though, Lagos 
is the subject of an exhibition of photographs by Paul 
Scawriyht called ‘Invisible Cities’. The title, of course, comes 
from Colvino's fixture on student reading lists, which 
Seawright takes in two ways: that African cities are still 
largely invisible to the West, ond that cidcs are defined not 
just by their buildings and infrastructure but by the evanescent 
life among them - the improvisations and adaptations that 
Koolhaas is so keen on,‘glimpses of the everyday in the 
hidden recesses of the city'. So Seawright’s photos alternate 
between the panoramic and the inrimote, as in the alleyway 
scene above. They’re at FfotogoUery. Turner House, Penarth, 
until 6 May (www.ffotogallery.org),

In both Koolhaas’ and Seawrighe’s Lagos, much is 
temporary and in flux - a recurrent theme in the projects 
of German artist Wolfyanct Weileder. Perhaps recognising that 
scenes of construction or demolition always gather an 
audience, Weileder stages scmi-sculptural “house projects' in 
which structures are built and dismantled in quick succession, 
ever-changing in their form. One of these projects bemused 
commuters outside Milton Keynes railway station last 
autumn, and from 3 April to 3 June a time-lapse film of its 
three-week life will be shown on four screens in the Milton 
Keynes Gallery Project Space at 900 Midsummer Boulevard, 
Milton Keynes (www.mk-g.org).
For forthcoming events visit www.ajplus.co.uk/diary

1. Auguste Ferret’s Church of 
Notre-Oame, Le Rainey, 1923

2. Fritz Hoger’s Church on 
Hohenzollernplatz, Berlin, 1933

Jesus, the polychromatic Neo- 
Gothic of Dom Bellot, and the 
Brobdignagian not-very-Nco- 
Gochic of Gilbert Scott’s 
Liverpool Cathedral. Also 
missing arc the extraordinary 
churches of Fascist Italy 
(although they at least are 
mentioned) - buildings which 
managed to create a strange 
and enchanting synthesis of 
the historical and the modern, 
which was generally not 
achieved elsewhere.

This would be unforgivable 
if it looked like part of some 
greater conspiracy to remove 
buildings which don’t fit in to 
the bigger narrative. But it 
doesn’t seem to be that. In fact, 
the book is such a delight to 
leaf through precisely because 
of its omnivorous appetite. The 
essays here arc good, if brutally 
short and staccato, while the 
individual entries are as brief

and functional as they could 
possibly be.

The author docs touch 
on liturgical reform, politics 
and the differing approaches 
of Catholic and Protestant 
institutions, and what he soys 
is solid and correct, but it is not 
enough. On the other hand the 
photographs, whether 
contemporary black-and-white 
ones or newly commissioned 
colour ones, are uniformly 
superb. It is these, as well as 
some of the most endlessly 
fascinating and unfamiliar 
buildings in the history of 
Modern architecture, that 
make this book a real (if 
not unqualified) pleasure.

Edwin Heathcoic is architecture 
correspondent for the Financial 
Times. His hook, Contemporary 
Church Architecture, will he 
published by Wiley later this month
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Call for entries 2007 British Construction Industry Awards

Sponsored by

ARUP ATKINS Gifford
Supported by
Adams Kara Taylor • Arup • Association for Consultancy and Engineering • Atkins • BAA • Balfour Beatty • Benaim • Bennetts Associates • Birse CL

• Black & Veatch • British Waterways • Building Design Partnership • Buro Happold • CASE • Civil Engineering Contractors Association • Clarke Bond 

Group • Construction industry Council • Construction Products Association • Corus • Costaln Group * County Surveyors Society • Curtins Consulting

• Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners • Edmund Nuttali • FaberMaunseli • Poster and Partners • Gifford • Galliford Try • Griffiths & Armour • Grimshaw



and the Prime Minister’s Better Public Building Award

Don’t forget to enter!
Closing date: 19 April 2007.

If you and your team are proud of your building or civil engineering project,
pttihcMINtSTER'S BEHER 

, PUBLIC 
AWARD BUILDINGthis year you could be celebrating at the BCIA 20th Anniversary Awards

and the Prime Minister’s Better Public Building Award - whether your project ANNIVERSARY >

>
is Small or Major, in the UK or Abroad. Also, don’t forget that the BCI Awards 73

a

recognise excellence in Best Practice, Conservation, Local Authority

Environmental and Regeneration categories. For full details and an entry

british construction 
industry awards 2007form visit www.bciawards.org.uk

ENQUIRY 10 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Sponsored by (continued) Promoted by

00®/ ini Mutt
MacDonald •necMAYGURNEY

• Halcrow Group • HBG UK • Highways Agency • HSE • Hyder Consulting • institution o1 Civil Engineers • Jacobs • Kier Group • Laing O'Rourke

• Mace • May Gurney Group • Sir Robert McAlpine • McGrigors • The Miller Group • Mott MacDonald • Mowlem • NEC • Network Rail • Norwest 

Holst Construction • OGC • Price and Myers • Richard Rogers Partnership • Royal Haskoning • Scott Wilson • Seacore • Sinclair Knight Merz • 

Skanska Construction • Southern Water • Taylor Woodrow Construction • Waterman Group • Wilkinson Eyre Architects • WSP Group • Yorkshire Water



Cf>DBook before 20th April and 
get an early booking discount! CONFERENCESCERTIFIED

(Ion croion

Tuesday 19th June 2007
The Barbican Centre. London, EC2

Green Roofs 2007
Opportunities for Architects in 
the UK Green Roofs Industry

Featured speakers include:

Dusty Gedge, Founder 
Living Roofs

Liam Foster, Senior Hydrologist 
Hyder Consulting

Jonathan Hines, Director 
Architype

Dr Mike Wells, Director 
Biodiversity By Design

Jim Hooker, Secretary 
Single Ply Roofing Association

Dr Alun Rhys-Tarr, Director 
Blackdown Horticultural Consultants

Paul Collins, Head of Designed Environment 
Nottingham Trent University

Endorsed by;

LivingRoofsTo register:
w\ww.ajgreenroofs.co.uk
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001
Email: constructconferences@emap.com

SponKjred by;



JOBS
JOBS ENQUIRIES
katerina charalambous 020 7505 6823 
www.ajp(us.co.ijk/jobs

• kateriria.charalarnbous@emap.com

SweetARCHITECTSTHE ARCHfTECTS'JOURNAL 
151 Rossbary Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB

DiapLayadvertialng 
020 7506 6823 
RecniHment advertlains 
020 75066803/6737 
AthwtIeJra fax number 
020 7506 6.'■30

Deadlines
Bookings/copy 5prn Monday 
Artwork 12pm Tuesday 
Cancellations 12prn Monday

are invited to 
specialise in an 

element and provide 
a lucrative 

consultancy in it 
to the industry.

Wwh Mm Auckland. In, a, lit ,'miklU 
your landles and Join our 100-»trong mulii-disciplinarv leam

We'd like to have a gawk.

Por more (nformalion about Babbage Consultants

nor

recycleABC BPS Conferences Ltd 
SCPFlles@AOL.Com

pleas« visit www.babbage co.nr

ARE you AN ARCHITECT OR AN EXPERIENCED

DO you WANT TO BE IN A VERY BUSY PRACTICF 
IN SUSSEX WORKING ON A WIDE VARIETY

IF SO - TELEPHONE 0J444 4J691S/4J6P56 
DOUGLAS J P EDWARDS 

HIGH STRffiT. CUCKFiaO, WEST SUSSEX 
' '''Fo^doggJosjpedwards,co.uk

TECHNICIAN?
saville jones | architects

Architects, assistants and technicians for a 
variety of projects (UK & overseas). AutoCad 
design/job-running s)<ii)s 
necessary. Worthing, West Sussex. CV's to; 
ematl: havdn@savi|lejones-architects. 
web;

OF PROJECTS?

and experience

com
www.saviIlejones-architects.com

Vision is nothing 
uuithout direction 
R0q:'S0 i.jour ambition

A Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects

beqpdo Fest trock to ftssocic" £40,000 ■ £45,000po
of excpronal ability and motivation ,s required to

a rL rb. H practice ,n ECJ.y^«» have
design^ckground and vaned arcNteaural expenence.This 

^ctice hav« reap^ numerous awards and offer a truly integrated design

! e32.ooo-eu.oeo p.o
»4«oJiwoklOQ to oppoint IVoioct ArchHoett» Port li ora Wgitol (nformotfon Modellc: up to £45,OOOpQ

Digital technologist nsquiredTou wilf support research and develop

a l^gh level o CAD experience, specifically 3D modelling in Microstation 
S;n r senpting in graphic based environments and the application of 
building information modelling is required. CallTamsyn AJTC033426

Out luith the old in with the ncm £27,000 - £38,000pc +

^ you a newly qualified Architect or an expenenced Part II Icioking for a 
^ance to sh^ your f^and cmativityfThis Kl based practi^sToXg 
^ someone to ;o<n them to i«jrtc primarily on large scale residential 
developments and urban

Mif.mir.rt. — . *«l**®'»* Cunwwptoj«eHli»dud*

*tll» 4 be outstanding team ptayers. A unique opportuntty to get yout toot m the

— Juie to homo' C2A,OO0.e4S 000 p c 

rtumber of Port i| AssWonn. Successful oppllconts must hove wcellerTt oraehk: ft

trteodty ft <»ollve working ofMroonwm Auwoid pwfwred but not ossMtW,

* — j. ^ pn*ci**i eas.OBO-feS.OOO r rr
A mwW dUtlpHnuiy proctice wkti regeneration projects. Call Laura AJLT033442

fartfeeffc femvnwetioo peckegei Mieresta*on preferred. ockemIto^ 0 compreh«i»« |«f of vocarid#* A wtfh u« Dtao..
vwf 'vww.bespokftcoffters.com or coll u$ on 0207 24 24 909 uiujui.Qclrem.uk.com

020 7562 8282



gm+adNET Principal Project Officer - Surveyor
09132 (point 49) Pay award pending • BEVERLEY gordon nuTsyalan duNop arcNects

DIRECTORY Wc seek an innovatiw Principal Building Professional to join our cop sconng 
Asset Management Team to work within the Ean Riding of Yorkshire; benefits 
include a great environment and a high performing team.
You will be responsible for forward planning and setung asset management 
invesonent. bidding and acting as the project sponsor for allocating and 
monitoring the resources allocation of circa £l8m for the property portfolia 
including housing.
You will have experience in resource allocation, together with extensive financial 
and daa analysis skills.
Applications are sought from qualified and experienced building professionals, 
preferably from a RICS Quantity Surveying background, although applicants with 
RICS surveying or RIBA qualifications with the appropriate experience and skills 
will be considered.

.-are again looking for talented architecu to 
work on high profile projects: 

gnr^ is latinUeU ■ one ol tcoHond's meet 
dynetmc precacM •Mti ever Ihkly naeonel and 
International awaiUe lor aretiHecSne, kwlvding 
Europa MoeOa. RBA Brttteli Conelruetten Mvilry. 
BCO RIAS . RUU and SeettMi Deelgn Awerte.

Please send CV and examples of recam work 
to Alan Dunlop in our new Alices at:

Gordon Murray * Alan Dunlop arehltecta
Breckanridge House
274 Sauchiehalf Street
Glasgow
G2 3EH
or by email to
ttaridQmurraydunioparehitects.eom

Architects - online.co.uk
V

the worfo's leading arcftXectura/ jot> site

www.adrem.uk.com

For on informal discussion pieose contact Richard Simpson, 
tef (0I4$2) 393920 or email richord.simpten@eostri^ng.gev.uk 
Application pack available by telef^oning (01482) 391204 - 24 hour 
job line. Post No:AST0053. Closing Date: 19 April 07.
Interview Date: 27 April 07.

RIB,A PART I AND PART II 
ARCHITECTURAL 

ASSISTANTS
This council If pursuing equality of opportunity In employment. 

For more jobs: www.recnjiCeastriding.co.uk
With experience in 

traditional architecture 
to work as part of a team 

on a new and exciting 
mixed use project 

involving some Li.sted Buildings.

EAST RIDING^ CHAMSKUAIsAsWKimi.

.vMniin:ni:ii.u wxiu rruisT l^ tiu wiimiA UP YORKSHIRI-: COUNCII.i.cbaw her lain niodal«»Jo.Bk

www.dgservice.co.uk John Simpaon ami PartnetB 
29 Great James Street 
London WC IN3ES 
Tel 0207405 1285

Regional Architecture ^
and Housing Specialist v ^ /

The Concrete Centre’

faststrearn' ■ ■ reoiiimsic I ■
www.fost»tr»ofn.cQ.ulc/al

or

onul: info(ajohjiBnnpionBrchitec(s,coiT)

with special interest in sustainability 
Based in London
Negotiable salary plus exce//enti)er?e/its 
Do you see sustainability as the key to good design?
Canyou teach others about concrete's versatility?
If so. The Concrete Centre needs your vision.
The Concrete Centre is seeking a Regional Architecture and Housing Specialist 
for the newly established Architecture and Housirtg department. The primary 
aim of The Centre is to develop and promote innovative concrete solutions to 
all those involved in the construction process.
The appointed Specialist will use expert technical knowledge and experience 
to promote the benefits of using concrete to architects and house builders.
The Specialist will also be expected to lecture on sustainability and concrete 
constaiction via seminars, continuing professional development presentatkxis 
and other technical events.
To perform this role, you will be a qualified architect or architectural tedinician 
and have excellent presentation and communication skills, together with IT 
proficiency in Microsoft packages. You will need to be a confident speaker, 
have a pro>active nature and a persuasive personality. It would also be 
advantageous to be an active member of RIBA and have experience within 
a commercial environment. We wilt provide training on concrete matters 
if necessary.
In return, we can provide a stimulating, multi-discipline environment with an 
excellent salary, generous holidays, life assurance, private health care, company 
car and attractive contributory stakeholder pension scheme.
Convince us of your vision first - request an application form from:

www.rdr9cniftment.ce.uk

To advertise 
courses,[•iSIVwww.MV.ce.uk

tenders,
expressions of interest

For Advertising 

Enquiries 

Please Contact;

or business 
opportunities

please call

katerina charalambous
katerina 

charalambous 
0207 505 6823

on

0207 505 6823

or email
Email: HR@concretecentre.com Telephone 01276 606800

Or write to HR Department. The Concrete Centre, Riverside House,
4 Meadows Business Park, Blackwater, Camberiey, Surrey, CU17 9AB

wvYw.cofKretecenO^.com

katerina.charalambous 
<§>emap.comkaterina.cnarai3mDCjS3Wiap.com
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F" PImm call or visit %vob sito for tho latoot vacaneioa

www.4-architects.com
We have over 58 Contract - Freelance Posts PAYE - LTD Weekly Pay

A small development company requires an Architect to work on 
new build, conversions and refurbishment projects (£1-£5M in NW 
London). Strong technical, design and presentation .skills are key 
and ARIB membership (or desire to obtain same) is preferable. A 
thorough working knowledge of planning application procedures, 
building regulations and other statutory regulations relating to building 
developments is desirable.

Architects / Assistants / Tsehntewns FutMtm / Putney
Specisiists in isgh end residential, and education aectors. ttm Ire^ faced and Innovattve driven 
practice nee a conOtxioudy expan^ng workload, creeMng new opportunitiee vMthin the studio. 
AutoCAD fluency pieferml. with a picvsn track record In similar posts and protect types, but 
most importantly, you should nave the desire to devise new and anginal concepts. coisSed with

Ref: LSeS / L3e0 IHsmtsIl)

c£23k • E42k Plus

dedication to your work.

Project Managers / Design Paertegers 
With a wotW-dess and global reputaton the firm s renoswned tor spacaaHsiiig m the managemeni and 
consultancy of complex and mat or large-scale pnyecis. WRh expertise and skHlsin an exclusive divsion 
thatare mu  ̂sought after. un-mlssableopDoriunitiesarenowsvailabletothosewIthaproventracKrscorc 
m the industry, either from a civil or oonelrucllon background.

Central London / Bristol' Cardlfl to £70k

SALARY: Negotiable 
CV'b tu; mikc<&sidUd.co.uk

Ret L313 / 3S29 (Hannah / Phil)

Project Architecta & Technicians 
Positions Immedlateiy available tor coritract staff looking for top hotaly rates with reputable and 
weK-astabtisned Central London practicae Expahance n rMall, education and holel/lelsurs schemae, 
with Huerx:y in either Wici usljIAiri. AutoCAD or Wactorworks Weekly psy, with a eontmuoua flow of 
posAons available.

Central London CETop Hourly Rates '■

Closini; Dale: Tuesday lOth April 2007
(Ask for Hwmah)

Technical Managers / Coordinators N - London / Croydon c£46ti - ttSk * Pkg 
Outstaivkng opportunities with a company that have grown over the last few years Into one of toe 
UK's leading Housebuilders. With their continued growth and long-term goals th^ are now looking to 
strengthen the menagement team with canettaatas from a technical bras &ceHant salary arxf benefits 
package « offered and IS second to none in tots industry

DAVID
CHIPPERFIELD
ARCHITECTS Ref: 3SSB / 3866 / 35S2 (PhiM

iTachnicians / Aidhltects to c£S(}k or £16 - £28 per hour 
Urgently required experience on nets / housmg using AuloCW, Thie Is a superb opportunity to join 
a lesKJential developer that builds around 2200 units per annum anH enhance both your salwy and 
career prospects. Your technical knowledge and skills will be wed rewarded with this UK premier 
house builder Thia la an /mmed/ate sferf on con freer wHh a move to a pemienenr poaltlon

Ref; 3643 / 3S89 iPhllW

Herts / North London
We require experienced project architects for a substantial 
residential project in London. You should be highly motivated, 
have excellent design and communication skills, be able to 
work well in a team and have good technical ability. Project 
architect applicants should have contract administration and 
job running experience.

Iherasttar. Similar vacancies in Bishops Storttord.

Contract Basis / Perm Basiskitarior DMignar
Formed in 1666. tots highly versatile practice has a broad range o( Corporate and Public Sector 
clients with vaned design requirements. They dtar Architectursi. Interior Oeeign and Space 
Planning services and toeir work enconpaaaaa both naw txald and reTurbistHnant works for 
Office. Ihdustnal, Educational. Scientific arid Leisure. Dus to toeir workload they an now kxAmg 
for an Intenor Designer with site experience to join their team. Software used is AutoCAD.

Ref; 3560 (PhUlpi

Hitchin / C>London

Knowledge of Microscation is preferable but not essential. 
Salary dependent on skills and experience.

Please apply in writing enclosing a CV and samples of your work to:
Similar poailions at www,eenturloiv.recruitmentcom.

Tel: 01323 749200
Jobs9centur{on*recrultment.eomDavid Clupperfield Architacts, 1A Cobham Mews. Agar Grove. London NW1 9SB

BQuiK 0MM3rhMe»wnpiciyAf

focus resourcingCOIMSERVATIOIM ARCHITECT

FOCUS ON YOUR CAREERRequired bv a thriving architectural practice specialising in the 
Impair. conKervaiiun and adaptation of historic buildings.

Central Lgndon
We have been retained by this medium-sized design-focused office to source a 
senior project architect to join them on a highly prestigious mixed-use landmark 
development. We are inviting applications from fully-qualified architects with mini
mum 3 years post qualification experience. Microstation skills are preferred, but 
crosstraining will be offered for exceptional candidates. Excellent career potential 
fora future associateship.

Great case study available 
Medium-sized, growing young practice requires talented and experienced part II to 
work alongside the project architect on a £5m luxury residential new build project. 
Autocad skills and good technical ability essential. This is a great opportunity tor an 
ambitious, creative part II looking for the next stage in your career.

Central London
Our client is a medium-sized, friendly practice who over the past year have won 
more than 1m sqft of competition space. Focussing on recycling redundant 
city-centre buildings, they are seeking applications from experienced assistants and 
architects with energy, enthusiasm and ambition to work on a beautiful residential 
conversion with listed front fagade. Vectorworks skills preferred but crosstraining 
considered for exceptional candidates.

Love it, build it
Qualified architects or highly experienced technicians are required by this 
medium-sized practice specialising in residential projects 
5 years experience, and excellent jobrunning ability on projects comprising up to 

units from initial planning through to completion. Microstation skills preferred 
but not essential. Excellent long term opportunities exist for ambitious, hardworking 
individuals.

Design your career £to47k

\^ e Are looking lor an architect M'ith poM qualification 
experience in consei*vation. design, detailing & job running to 

join our I’nendK team haned in Evesham, W orcestershire.

IdealK the successful candidate will ha\ e a working 
understanding of C.\DA’ectorW orks. Central London £to30k

Recycle your City £26-40k

AppI y with CV and covering letter to infoL" johntgiKim.co.uk

Central London £to40k

. You should have at least

Please mention

Architects’Journal ts Igr a msa ef cialt (raai cad tMinldaas to aantar prafedWe have
arcMtoelt. CaB today for a« (ofonnaL coriBdeiiail diecoiiloii atth 

wfP rooBy unden tend yeor eeptrettooe.

when responding to adverts sn t it about time you focussed on your career?

Pleaea contoct Sally winchester on
T: 0844 800 9231

www.focusresaurclno.co.uk



ALAN BAXTER & ASSOCIATES
INTEGRATED DESIGN FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENTARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS

Small busy Architects' Practice near Reading Town Centre seeks an 
experienced Architectural Technician. Must be experienced in 
the residential sector and able to work unsupervised and to assist 
with managing Junior technicians. Good salary for right candidate.

Also required, a technician with at least 3 years experience to 
work with supervision.
ConUKt Mark Groom
011B9S1 oass
infoOkeenpa rtntrship.co.uk

Management Positions

We are a firm erf Designers and Engineers involved in new buildings, urban 
design and the conservation of historic buildings, There is a wide spectrum 
of talent in the office and we are looking for intelligent and enthusiastic 
people to join us to help run the growing practice;

There are sc?veral openings at different levels for |)eople with management or 
secretarial backgrounds and an interest in the built environment. The office 
is highly interactive in its working relationships and provides for stimulating 
and enjoyable careers for people from many disciplines.

Urban legends Knowledge of MSOffice, excellent communication and interpersonal 
skills are essential.

g Please apply with curriculum vitae to: 
Andy Morton, Alan Baxter & Associates 
75 Coweross Street, LONDON, EClM 6ELTt:
email: personnel9alanbaxter.co.uk

Birmingham is a dly of o million residents, 268 square kilometres and 
unlimited possibility for grcMh, development and success - yours and 
ours. Join our oward*winning Urban Design practice and you'll be

the face of Birmingham - 
its commitment to design

involved in designs that ore helping to chonm 
within o design practice that's distinguished oy 
quality, friendly working environment and great benefits.

Group Architect
£39,132 • £45,480 Ref: U0106
Leading and managing a team of Architects and Technologists, you'll 
provide Architectural services to o voriety of clients on a complex 
portfolio of projects.

Senior Architect
£32,487 - £37,476

RECRUlTtNG? CALL US ON 020 7505 M2«

Ref: U0107

This role not wily demands extensive post-qualification experience on 
key projects, but an innewotive and sensitive approach to design, 
multi-disciplinary working ar>d procurement.

Architect
£29,859 - £32,487 Ref: U0105

If you're fully qualified, this is on opportunity to develop your high-quality 
design skills in a multi-disciplinary, collaborative environment.

Tick-tockInformal enquiries to Ion Davis or Peter Votes on 
0121 303 6571. Please include A4 examples of your 
recent projects.
For on opplicotien pock or to apply online, pleose visit our 
website at www.birmingihom.gov.uk/jebs If you do not 
hove internet occess, pleose telephone 0121 464 1111 
(8om - 8pm Monday to Friday) quoting the appropriate 
voconcy reference number.
Closing dote: 24th April 2007.

be one in a million

Clock watching? Find your next job on the Industry's 
original job board careersmconstruction.com

Birminqhom City Council

careersin constructionWWW.aj plus.co.uk/jobs



^CLASSIFIED CUSSIFIED ENQUIRIES
Lucy Herdsman: T 020 7505 6873 F 020 7505 6750 
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

MODELMAKERS
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3dd.co.uk

a FLIC
MODELMAKERS

»
MODELS

Architectural Models 
Product Models 
3D Computer Visualisations 
Fly-throughs

020 7377 6127 
www.flicmodels.com

PIPERSVuVi’ 55.ra

CONCEPT. PLANNING & MARKETING
To advertise here 
please contact 
Lucy Herdsman on: 
020 7505 6873 
Email:
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR MODELAAAKING NEEDS, 
CONTACT CARLOS SOUSA.

PIPERS MODELS LTD 
27-35 BEVINOEN STREET, 
LONDON N1 6BH

CuiUiict
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
58 Riley Road. London SEl 3DG 

Telephone; 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile; 020 7394 6798

020 7250 0530
STUDIOePI pers.co.uk 
www.pipers.co.uk



3D COMPUTER VISUALISATIONMODEL MAKERS

PIPERS
FOOKS

CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING
FOR All YOUR MODELMAKING NEEDS, 
CONTACT STEPHEN FOOKS.

PIPERS FOOKS ITO
UNIT 2. CAPEL CLOSE, lEACON RD,
ASHFORD, KENTTN23 4GY

01233 63 68 68
STUDIOOriPERSFOOKS.COM
WWW.PIPERSFOOKS.COM

“1 --iiijuirtlF-'.
lofslext^ora________

■ 020 7060 2973

"^ii ■ Li L J I

it -
I30 COMPUTER VtSUAUSATION - I

www.d3v.co.uk
inspirttional images for - iJesigri & flevetopmefit • space communicapon - . ■

>44(0)1344 876Bfi3
+44(0)1344 876776

ChorpGotoml td. com
jj ui uj. Chorpmode I makers, com

3<IQ3dcom .co.uk 
01274 834130

LHArcmedia
CGI / Photomontage / Animation / Film

tel. 01253 B96616 
infoS'arc-med ia.co.uk 
www.arc-medta.eo.uk

9



3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION FOR SALE

___
based Sco^and.-

- f

1300+ client base includes public bodies, 
solicitors and many premier local businesses.

Expressions of interest by 30th April 2007 to: 
Box number 3233, 2nd floor, The Architects 3oumal, 

151 Rosebery Avenue, London, ECIR 4GBSURVEYORS

apr services
+44(0) 208 447 82SS

SURVEYORS

land & measured building surveys 
laser scanning & visualisation

mail@aprservices.net
www.aprservices.net 20e Road. 

Haimiersrreh. Lonckxi.
W14 OHH 

Tel: 020 761Q 4132 
Fax: 020 7610 4142 

email: ntoOrmiroplans.com 
www.metroplBos.com

Land 4 Measured Buikiirtg Surveys 
Eslat/hahoa over 12 years

B Measured Building Surveys 
■ Setting Oui 
B Topographcal Surveys 
B OPS Surveys

r POINTOOL5 VIEW
pointcloud A model viewer www.potntoolB.com

Metro Plans

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street,
London SET 2BB wwvK.michaeigallie.co.uk

Chartered Measured Building Surveyors @:020-7394-nn ©:020-7394-2499 R'cs

Michael Gallie & Partners

REPROGRAPHIC SERVICES

measured land and building surveysLand ond Architectural Surveyors
rou/t CHOICE FOR AU. YOUR StlRVf.Y NEEDS 
Specialising in
TopographicaJ Snrwyi For Isrgc ind iirult 
scale surveys using the Ureti high iccvracy 
iDbocic insfrumenieiiun and G.R.S. 
Archicectssral Surveys For plans uxl 
devauons uung SurBuild buikling survey 

pen map hsnd held computers 
Utility Surveys - Fur dniiiMge and location ol 
all underground uiillty services. 
PKotognumnetry - For acosrate 5D models of 
building facades, pipe works and areas of 
difitcult access

|itimiii|iMimii|imimi|mmiii|niiiiiii|

the true measure of excellence
software

t 020 8543 8884 e info@callidus5urveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.ukf 020 8543 6664
Kingilind Swrveyw* Liouied
Bridge Chambers
Bridge Street
Leatherhcad
SuiTcy KT22 8BN
Td. 01372 362059
fa. 01372 363059
e-asaJ - inail<^lunnlan«laurv

PERSPECTIVES PRACTICE FOR SALE

DAVID HOARE To advertise contact 
Lucy Herdsman 

on: 020 7505 6873

PRACTICE FOR SALErs.co.uk
wabsiie - www.kiftgslafid*urvevors.u».uk ARCHITECTURAL lUUSTRATOR

ARCHITECTS PRACTICE IN 
BERKSHIRE SPECIALISING IN 
HIGH VALUE PRIVATE HOUSING

SOFTWARE TRAINING
established 12 years 
tee Income £S0-70,000 p.a. 
guide price £150,000

reply with offers and enquiries 
to AJ Box Number 3232 
or by email to 
kJcy.herdsman®emap.cofT>

HAND DRAWN
-PERSPECTIVES

TEL/FAX 020 S8S2 7S08

Improve Your CAD Skills 
AutoCAD* One-on-One Coaching 
www.marsolti.com



SKETCHBOOK / RICHARD HARDY

mimmitmT3X
0
0

USA, to beSketches for a proposed vghisky distillery in Arizona 
constructed from salvaged aeroplane parts. Part of a final project
for the Bartlett BSc architecture course. By Richard Hardy

AJ 05.04,0756



^ PRODUCTS
Respond to these panels at wmw. a jplus. co. uk/aj direct
Readers may also obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. 
Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Lucy Herdsman on 020 7505 6873.

ROCA AJ ENQUIRY 201

The elegantly angular Vythos 
bath range from Roca is built 
foroomfort. Made from white 
acrylic, the range offers a variety 
of sizing and style options 
starting with the 1,700 k 700mm. 
The new double-ended Vythos in 
sizes 1,700 K 800mm and 1,800 x 

900mm is big enough to 
comfortably fit two people.

METAL TECHNOLOGY AJ ENQUIRY 202

Part of Belfast’s regeneration 
plans, the eight-storey City 
Exchange office development 
features a glazed corner in 
System 17 curtain walling, 
incorporating aero-foil 
horizontal cover caps and louvre 
infill panels.The building has 
over 500 System 4-20 casement 
windows with anti-sun glass.

INTERFACEFLOR AJ ENQUIRY 203 CONTITECH UK AJ ENQUIRY 204

The Alutrix self-adhesive vapour 
barrier is gaining popularity with 
contractors, mainly due to its 
ability to bond to roof decks of 
all types and instantly render 
the building watertight. It has 
an extremely high vapour 
resistance and can be left 
exposed for weeks before 
insulation and waterproofing.

InterfaceFLOR provided creative 
flooring solutions for 6,000m’ 
of floor space at Glasgow 
Caledonian University's new 
five-floor Learning Centre. The 
Chenille Warp product range 
was specified - a tufted carpet 
manufactured from solution- 
dyed nylon with at least 80 
per cent recycled polymer.

BRETT MARTIN AJ ENQUIRY 205

Dual- and mono-pitch Xtok Ultra 
rooflights, manufactured by 
Brett Martin Daylight Systems, 
have been used in a winter 
garden at the Sisters of Mercy 
development in Athlone, Ireland. 
The rooflights have 20 
electrically operated top-hung 
vents to provide controllable 
ventilation.

BUDERUS AJ ENQUIRY 206

Buderus, Europe's largest 
condensing-boiler manufacturer, 
has launched the GB162 range 
of commercial energy-efficient 
boilers in the UK. The GB162 
is a high performance, wall-hung 
gas condensing boiler that has 
been designed for use in a large 
variety of commercial 
applications.

r 1

SIKKENS AJ ENQUIRY 207 POUNDFIELD PRODUCTS AJ ENQUIRY 208 

The Betabric Prefabricated 
Boundary Wall, a new product 
from Poundfield Products, can 
deliver overall installed cost 
savings of up to 50 per cent.
The product uses real bricks 
moulded into 6m-long panels 
that can be put into place 
almost irrespective of prevailing 
weather conditions.

Maggie’s Cancer Centre in 
Inverness has been named best 
building in Scotland by RIAS.
The envelope of the building is 
finished in Cetol Novatech to 
protect external wall areas 
which are clad with birch-face 
plywood. The Natural Balance 
Colour Collection was used to 
match the wood's original colour.



Levolux
The Klier Choice
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Kier London's New HQ - Living Architects 
- 200mm Fins and Walk on Brise SolellInspired by Architects. Levolux innovates. From state of the 

art aluminium aerofoil fins to internal shading solutions, light, 

heat and glare are all controlled by effective, discreet and 

often unique solutions. Harnessing the emerging possibilities 

of building technology. Levolux pushes the boundaries to 

achieve your vision.

ENQUIRY 13 ON CARD
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

INTERNAL BLINDSEXTERNAL BLINDSBRISE SOLEIL • AEROFOIL FINS •LOUVRES

LEVOLUX
l) F S I C. N IM) T () c; O N T R 0 I.

Levolux. Fonward Drive, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 8NT United Kingdom Tel:020 8863 9II1 e-maii: inf6@levolux.com www.levolux.com


