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Ecoterre" interior partition blocks. 
Another step towards a 
lower carbon footprint.

A zero carbon building industry won't happen overnight. But using the Ecoterre^” earth bricks from Ibstock could be a giant 
leap in the right direaion.

Made from 100% recovered clays unsuitable for brick making. Dried using recovered heat from brick kilns. Proven as a cost 
effective, performance material for load free interior use. In Ecoterre^” you've got a genuine alternative to help you drive down 
your carbon footprint and help meet your obligations to build sustainable homes.

Always one of the most sustainable of materials for its durability, thermal mass and the fact that it is so readily recycled, our 
commitment to an even more environmentally friendly brick makes Ibstock bricks the best choice cladding material for architects, 
planners and builders everywhere.

See us on stand E510 at Ecobuild or visit www.ibstock.com/sustainability

IBSTOCKWinner of the Awards for sustainability building sustainabiltty
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The Tropicana development 
in Weston-super-Mare meets 
with local opposition p.l2 News

Team selertcd for Terr)’ 
Farrell’s Leeds Eastgate 
masterplan p.7

Atkins Newcastle 
sports centre is in 
good shape p.8
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SKYLON 
TO RISE 
AGAIN
*

The first steps towards resurrect
ing Skylon, the symbol of the 
1951 Festival of Britain, have 
l>cen revealed to the AJ.

In June, as part of this year’s 
London Festival of Architecture, 
a temporary structure - poten
tially an inflatable model - will 
be built on top of the foundations 
of the Powell 8c Moya-designed

•/
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‘We want support for a 
new structure. Skylon is 
one of London’s lost icons’

\ H tower on the South Bank. This 
could pave the way for a 90m- 

H high permanent replica.
Former RIBA president Jack 

Pringle, who is masterminding 
the project, said: ‘Skylon is one of 
London's lost icons. We hope to 

H stimulate people's imagination to 
get support for a new structure.’ 

H Previous attempts to recreate 
H the mast, including a bid backed 
H by Ian Ritchie in 2004, have all 
^ failed. And late last year Rick 

Mather Architects told the AJ 
... there were no plans to incorpo- 
r - rate Sl(ylon into its masterplan 
By for the area. Richard Waile

/

/
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Read more reaction at 
WWW.ARCHrrECTRJOUR.\Al..CO.UK
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Top-class and well-designed facilities are central to raising standards 
and helping teachers inspire our young people
Ed Balls, Secretary of State, Department for Children. Families and Schools (10/10/07)

((
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Education.

Imagination.

Inspiration.
27th March 2008 - Central London

9 m£

A masterclass in how to get school design right

Endoraed tsy;

C?DTo register - Call: 0845 056 8069 or 
visit www.ajeducationdesign.co.uk

BCSEI British Council for School Envlronmonts CERTIFIED
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News

THIS WEEK ON THE WEB

CHIPPERFIELDWINS 
GREEN LIGHT FOR 
MARGATE GALLERY
David Chipperfield's £17.4 million 
replacement for the doomed Turner 
Contemporary gallery tn Margate, 
Kent has been given the green 
light by Thanet Distnet Council. 
Chipperfield was brought in after 
Snohetta and Spence's pebble-like 
scheme ballooned over budget

ODA UNVEILS WINNERS 
IN JUNIOR VELODROME’ 
COMPETITION 
A secondary school in Tyne 
and Wear and a primary school 
in East London have both won 
the Olympic Delivery Authority's 
competition to design the ‘Olympic 
cycling venues of the future'. St 
Roberts of Newminster School in 
Washington and Curwen Primary 
School in Newham were crowned 
as victors in the London 2012 
VeloDream contest

TEAM CHOSEN FOR 
FARRELL MASTERPLAN

SALFORD UNIVERSITY 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 
CONTINUES 
Shepoard Robson has followed 
Danish practice 3XN out the door 
after the Faculty of Arts, Media and 
Social Sciences at the University 
of Salford decided to ditch its 
replacement plans for a new home. 
The university has instead launched 
a search for an architect to fit out a 
‘base building’ at Salford Quays.

design around 84,000m’ of 
retail space along a revitalised 
Templar Street, while 
Heatherwidc Studio will 
mastermind the Harewood 
Courts boutique quarter.

McAslan will restore the listed 
buildings, which fall under the 
larger masterplan, including a 
terrace designed bv Reginald 
Blomficld, who also remodelled 
London's Regent Street.

Leeds City Council's civic 
architect John Thorp, who helped 
to select the six winners, said:
‘A competitive process has led 
to the selection of a group of 
practices, who I believe wiU bring 
individuality to the design of this 
city-centre ^roytet.' RicharJ tV/iiti-

An eclectic mix of architects 
has been chosen to deliver 
Terry Farrell’s ;C800 million 
retail-led Eastgate masterplan 
in Leeds city centre.

Developers Hammerson and 
Town Centre Securities have 
picked Hcathcrwick Studio, John 
McAslan ♦ Partners, Benoy, Los 
Angeles-based jerde Partnership 
and landscape architect Gross. 
Max to work on the 140,000m’ 
regeneration scheme.

The practices will work 
alongside Acme Space, a practice 
formed last year by two former 
Foreign Office Architects, which 
saw off Carmody Groarkc and 
Kengo Kuma to land the flagship 
26,000m^ John Lewis store at the

heart of the development 
{pictured above).

More than 70 practices 
were originally considered by 
the developers, following an 
‘international search’which 
kicked-off at the global property 
trade show MIPIM last year 
(AJ online 09.03.07).

Last March, Hammerson 
took the unusual step of openly 
inviting architects from around 
the globe to enter into talks 
with its development team at 
the fair in Cannes and vie tor 
some of the prize plots.

Once complete, the project will 
create 100 shops, 600 homes and 
a restaurant district. The Jerde 
Partnership and Benov are to

DUGGAN MORRIS 
OUSTED AT CHELSEA 
HARBOUR
Aukett Fitzroy Robinson Architects 
(AFR) has replaced Duggan Morris 
Architects on a scheme in Chelsea 
Harbour. AFR has been brought in 
as executive architect for the design 
centre, even though planning had 
been secured by Duggan Morris

Read all these stories and more at 
WWW .A RC niTECTSJOl I R.S AL C( U'K
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News

ATKINS UNVEILS 
SPORTS CENTRE

This is Atkins’ recently approved 
£20 million sports facility for 
Northumbria University, Newcastle. 
The building will house three squash 
courts, a lOm-high climbing wall, a 
2,600-seat sports arena, and a 25m 
svrimming pool underneath a first- 
floor runnir^ track. Clad in angular 
anodiscd-aluminium sheets, the 
scheme is due to complete in spring 
2010. Richard Waite
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News

VAIZEY CALLS FOR OVERHAUL 
OF DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS
The Conservative Party’s 
architecture minister, E)d Vaizev, 
has revealed that he is considering 
a drastic sliake up of the design 
review process.

Plans mooted by Vaizey 
include a move to ensure that 
design is a ‘consideration from 
the beginning and throughout

government procurement, rather 
than a factor at the end of the 
process’.

Speaking at a RIBA-organised 
summit this month, Vaizey said: 
‘The Department of Culture 
Media and Sport, through CABE, 
should act as design champion 
across government, giving

appro\'al to all major government 
projects.’

Vaizey also said that he would 
consider introducing a new tier of 
design review by appointing a raft 
of county architects.

He said: 'Wc explored the role 
of architecture in planning, and it 
was suggested that architecture

should have a clearer role. One 
way of realising that might be 
through county architects.’

Although Vaizcy was quick to 
quash his ideas as potential Tory 
policy, he added that they were 
‘worth investigating’.

CABE refused to comment 
on the proposals. Richard Vaughan

SCOTTISH HOMES JM ,\rchitccts has just
completed this 24-home scheme on a brownfield site
in Glasgow. A mbc of threc-storcy townhouscs, a wlla
and apartments, the bloclcs all use timber-kit
construction and faced in grev/brown brick.



A . the Natural ^ ■

StoneShow The UK Stone Industry Event
11 -13 March 2008
Excel
LOP^DOM2008

The Natural Stone Show 2008
7 Regent Street 
Notflnghom 
NGl 5BS 
United KIngdcm

t: +44(0)115 945 3889 
f; +44(0)1159582651 
e: stonoshciw@gn^.co.uk

Be inspired at The Natural Stone 
Show 2008

even slate for mc^ UK landscaping projects. 
Choose from an unrrvalled selection of stone 
from across the wortd.

A range of visitor features are also planned to 
excite, educate and enrich the visitor 
experience. These Include a Demonstrations 
area to help the industry's customers better 
understarxt the processes involved in building 
wtth stone and the Natural Stone & Building 
Conservation Conference featuring over 30 
leading specters presenting on both New 
Build and Cor^rvotton topics.

The material of choice for landscape 
architects, natural stone complements 
our urban landscape and dramatically 
improves the environment that we live In, 
as illustrated above with the Tower fnWrons 
project at the Tower Of London.

The growth of imports, parliculariy from IrxSia 
and Chino, have made It more affordable 
than ever to specify sandstone, granite or

B Fcx further details and online registration visit our website

www.stoneshow.co.uk
Of call our dedicated registration hotline on
0844 557 2890

aThe show Is offiCKaly 
supported t)y:

XONflNOUSTKlA MARMOMACCHINE■nOMmuamcgiil
KNCLISH I1I!RITA<>I>

pwni IIRV nw CAPn WWW ARnHITI-CTSJOURNAL.CO.UK/AJDiRECT
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Weston-super-Mare is on the up. 
The North Somerset seaside town 
is now attracting the likes of 
Urban Splash and even Foster + 
Partners to help with its 
regeneration. But, according to 
locals, one development ha.s 
crashed the party.

Last week, developer Henrv 
Boot submitted its plans to build 
a ;C30 million leisure centre on 
the site of a 1938 Art Deco lido 
called the Tropicana, and it hasn’t 
been welcomed with open arms.

The proposals, designed by 
London-based Mounrt'ord 
Piggott Architects, include a 
water park on four levels, a six- 
lanc 25m pool, a 96-bcdroom 
hotel, a multiplex cinema and 
a 20-lanc bowling alley.

The Lifestation at Tropicana 
project is a stone’s throw from 
Birnbeck Pier {see map, far right'), 
a development that is currently 
the subject of an Urban Splash 
competition and which has 
attracted a host of y<iung 
architects, such as FLACQ^ 
AOC, and Levitate Architecture.

Former RIBA president 
George Feiguson is chairing the 
judging panel for tltc Urban

review [held in November 2007], 
but vou obviously can’t achieve 
everything; the project has to 
remain commercially viable,’ he 
added.

The review referred to by Shore 
was the scheme’s third; but it is 
not just design-review panels who 
have trained their fire on the 
scheme. The new Tropicana has 
also attracted opposition from 
two campaign groups, Tropicana 
Regeneration and Development 
Association (TRADA) and 
Friends of Our Tropicana 
(FOOT), both of whom would 
prefer to see the building 
refurbished.

FOOT secretary Sonia Russc 
says:‘The lido has been abused 
and pillaged over the years, 
architecturally it has been ruined. 
We would love to sec it refur
bished but this may not be 
possible. We would at least rather 
have a smaller scheme with a 
large pool.

‘Our major concerns arc with 
the mass and size of the proposed 
scheme, as it is right on the 
beach. It will devastate the 
character of the seafront, as well 
as the north and south vistas. The

Splash competition, and his 
practice, Acanthus Feiguson 
Mann Architects, is currendy 
working on Kiughtstonc Island, 
equidistant from Birnbeck Pier 
and the Tropicana development. 
He believes the scheme is wrong 
for the area.

‘It looks like an attempt at the 
Dc La Warr Pavilion meeting the 
Amdale shopping centre, with an 
uncomfortable result,’ he says.

‘Wcston-Supcr-Marc has a 
great opportunity to lift itself 
from its post-war ordinariness

site is a major asset to the town, 
and the council has given it awav 
in return for a free swimming 
pool.’

While Shore conceded that 
the project has 'had a mixed 
reception’, he claims chat ‘many 
people see it as the life line that 
will lack start Weston-super- 
Mare and bring it back to the 
21st century'.

A spokesman for Hemy Boot 
gtws a step further and claims 
that the scheme is vital for the 
redevelopment of Weston.

‘It looks like the De La 
Warr Pavilion meeting 
the Arndale Centre’

‘The Tropicana lido has 
been abused over the years’

‘Knightstonc Island, Birnbeck 
Pier and the Tropicana site have 
always been the barometers of 
Weston’s health,’ he says. ‘Now all 
three arc on the cusp of deliver
ing to help the ever-growing 
Weston-super-Mare. These three 
schemes will ensure there is more 
time spent by families on 
Weston’s seafront.’

More rime, and more money. 
Britain’s seaside towns arc, 
according to the British Resorts 
and Destinations Association,

with re-.dly good architecture - 
this is not it.’

Mountford Piggott partner 
David Shore hit back at Ferguson 
and claimed that the scheme 
brought a touch of Miami to the 
town. He said: ‘The design is 
influenced by the Dc La Warr 
Pavilion and the Art Deco 
movement, but also by Miami 
Beach.

'The design has been reworked 
in recognition of the last design

12 AJ 28.02.08



URBAN SPLASH’S
growing rapidly. In 2006,21 
million Britons holidayed at the 
seaside, spending more than £14 
billion, compared to 19 million 
who holidayed in 2003.

And CASE Space director 
Sarah Gaventa says more people 
arc moving to the coast, giving 
councils all the more reason to 
get the redevelopment right.

'A focus on culture is the best 
\vay to regenerate the seaside 
town,’ she says, ‘The town needs 
to look at its assets. The last thing 
it needs is an out-of-town 
shopping centre.

'Towns have to accept the very 
best, and not be too grateful for

handouts. It depends on how 
much “oomph” a local authority 
has, but more people arc being 
drawn to coast to live, so towns 
need to design and plan with 
more sophistication.

‘Britain invented the seaside 
town, and we can reinvent it,’ 
Gaventa adds.

North Somerset Council will 
determine the sclteme’s fate this 
summer. If it gets the green light, 
Henry Boot hopes to have the 
Tropicana development com
pleted by 2010.

BIRNBECK PIER Island project, 
for Redrew 
Homes

Left Map 
showing current 
developments in 
Weston-super- 
Mare

FOSTER SCHEME

Above Austrian 
firm MOH 
Architects’ entry 
for Urban 
Splash's 
Bimbeck Pier 
competition

Above left 
Acanthus 
Ferguson Mann 
Architects' 
Kmghtstone

ACANTHUS 
FERGUSON MANN'S 

KNIGHTSTONE 
ISLAND

\\

GRAND RER

J
MOUNTFORD

PIGGOTT'S
TROPICANA

Read Kicran Long’s leader 
on page 18
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News

METAPHORM HIRED TO 
TRANSFORM WEMBLEY
London-based architectural firm 
Mctaphorm has been appointed 
by Brent Council to deliver a 
strategy for the development 
of Wembley town centre.

The vision takes in a swathe of 
central Wembley to the west of 
the stadium but is concentrated 
on a site sandwiched between the 
Network Rail-operated Chiltcrn 
Line to the north and Wembley 
High Road to the south (the area 
shown in the red hatching in the 
map above).

In addition to an urban park, 
the scheme includes ‘cultural, 
leisure and retail frec-form 
pavilions’and a mbc of residential 
and commercial developments, 
as well as a pedestrian bridge.

Brent Council urban planner 
Luke Joyce said that the council 
was in discussion with several 
key landowners, including the 
London 6c Quadrant Housing 
Trust and Fairgatc Group, 
which own commercial blocks 
within the site boundary.

Joyce added that a number of 
compulsory purcha.se orders of 
private houses would have to be 
issued to achieve the masterplan. 
‘To the eastern end of the High 
Road near the stadium there is a 
lot of private ownership. We arc 
looking at how it can be delivered 
in smaller chunlcs,’ he said.

He added that Metaphorm 
has been contracted to come up 
with the concept design only, and 
Brent Council would work up the 
detail ‘in house’. Max Thompson

Above left 
The mixed-use 
scheme is to 
the west of 
Wembley 
stadium

Above The 
urban park has 
both residential 
and commercial 
blocks, near the 
stadium arch

14 AJ 28.02.08
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WESTON SUpeKpastLclofi-MAR-E zioto

Hotel’ and Liver Bird, on the 
south comer. Skempton says: 
‘The time may have come for a 
world-class shared stadium.’ 
Astragal is inclined to agree, but 
can’t help but concur with one 
anonymous commentator on 
www.ajehitect^unial.co.uk, 
who says of the plan: T think this 
is proper mental.’

THISISANFISON WIND-ASSISTED Metropolitan University lift 
before LMU Architecture 
Research Unit leader Florian 
Beigel came to their rescue 
(www.architectsjoumaLco.uk), 
others have come out of the 
woodwork to say that they too 
have been imprisoned in the 
faulty elevator. Not only did one 
AJ staflFcr have to clamber out of 
it in death-defying fashion last 
year, but Southwark-based 
architect Andrew Houlton also 
spent an hour stuck there 
recently. ‘I quite enjoyed it,’ he 
told Astragal, bizarrcly Have you 
too been stuck in the London 
Metropolitan University lift?
If so, send your story to 
commcnt@architcctsjoumal.co.uk

Liverpool-based architect and 
lifelong Everton FC fan Trevor 
Skempton has drawn up some 
innovative plans which he 
believes could help perennial 
Merseyside footballing rivals 
Liverpool and Everton share a 
stadium in Liverpool’s Stanley

Wind power may normally be 
dean and safe, but when it goes 
wrong, the results can be 
catastrophic, as a video clip 
rccendy discovered by Astragal 
proves. To see the footage, visit 
www.architectsjoiu:nal.co.uk 
and look for the story ‘Wind 
Turbine Goes Beserk’. The title 
says it all...

Park. With both clubs currently
planning to build expensive new
stadiums, Skempton has proposed
the ‘Anfison/Goodfield’scheme

LIFT ME UP(pictured right and below), to
feature the Everton FC Pavilion
- a conical tower housing the After Astragal reported on 

DRDH directors Daniel 
Rosbottom and David Howarth 
getting trapped in the London

T878 Hotel’ - on the north
corner, and the Liverpool FC
Pavilion, complete with ‘Kop

THIS WEEK’S ONLINE POLL

Would the UK benefit from a guerilla 
restoration movement? {see rightfor result).

Next week’s question:
Should Skylon be recreated?
W’WW ARCHlTECTSJOURNAL.CO.l'K



□M
'ind s property market

join the mner^cle^tlvwoiid's property market

MIPIM is the must-attend event for everyone involved in 

building tomorrow's world.

■ 26,210 participants

■ 6,687 end-users, hotels groups and investors

■ 2,523 exhibiting companies

■ 83 countries

MIPIM enables key-players in the international real estate 

industry the chance to meet and do business for four highly 

productive days each year. It's an exclusive opportunity to 

connect with the most important decision-makers 

and gain an insight into major projects taking place across 

five continents.

To participate in MIPIM 2008,
call your local representative to register or to reserve a stand:

Headquarters (Paris) tel.: + 33 (0)1 41 90 45 20 
London: + 44 {0)20 7528 0086 
New York: +1 (212) 284 5141 

Tokyo: + 81 (3) 3564 4264

Reed MIDEM
A member of ftted ExhibrtWis

11-14 March 2008 • Palais des Festivals, Cannes, France • www.mipim.com



Leader & Comment
J! Leader Just look at the proposals for the seafront 
at Weston-super-Mare to see how far the UK has come 
from location-specific architecture, says Kieran Long
I having lunch with a partner of a large, 
design-led practice this week. ‘I think we’re 
stuck in a bit of a rut,’ he told me. ‘I think 
everyone is.’

He Mfas referring to design quality on 
an urban scale, arguing that despite high 
aspirations and decent architects, no one is 
really making new towns and developments 
that are authentically rooted in their locations. 
He was lamenting the land of deployable, 
non-specific architecture that exists all over 
the country, from Kent to the Borders, from 
South Wales to Belfast (as also noted by’ Alan 
Jones and David Brett in their provocative 
book Toward an Architecture: Ulster, published

bringing old-school values of a leisure 
destination under one roof, surrounded by 
car parking.

What will future generations think of a 
town that has four such contrasting wsions 
of its future? Will they celebrate our open- 
minded pluralism, astounded at the breadth 
of imagination of planning authorities able 
to judge these schemes alongside one another? 
Or will they just demolish the crap and make 
the considered judgements about quality that 
we seem unable to make?

I think we’re stuck in a rut, too. A new 
conversation about a regional UK architecture 
needs to begin, kicran.long^^emap.com

this month and to be renewed in the AJ 
next week).

Our news about the future of the seafront 
in Weston-super-Mare {see pages 12-13) is 
instructive. Tlie runners and riders arc as 
follows: a selection of blobs and mounds on 
the Urban Splash competition shortlist for 
Bimbeck Pier; a hotel that will. I’m willing to 
bet, be one of Foster + Partners’less-published 
schemes; Acanthus Ferguson Mann’s proposal, 
which looks like a Connecticut boathouse, 
with its inexplicdsle symmetry and jolly flag 
poles; and Mountford Piggott’s leisurc-tccture 
confection, which comes on like a steroidal 
De La Warr Pavilion and hoves into view

\ to architecture. These words are sattvic, rajasic 
and tamasic.

A sattvic house is a home, comfortable, 
pleasing, sufficient and serene. It makes frugal 
use of local, natural materials. Tepees, yurts, 
igloos, huts, tents, cottages, farmhouses, bams 
and bungalows are all sattvic forms. Sattvic 
architecture embraces connectivity, commu
nity and conviviality.

Rajasic buildings make a statement of 
importance. Palaces, pjTamids, castles.

air. They are heated artificially, cooled 
artificially, lit artificiallv and ventilated 
artificially, using unnecessary amounts of 
fossil fuel. These systems are controlled by 
computers and people using these buildings 
have little power to reduce or increase cooling, 
heating, light or ventilation. Architecture 
which imposes, dictates and controls human 
behaviour is purely tamasic because it lacks 
tranquility, sincerity, authenticity and 
sustainability.

It has been said that in order for architects 
to consider future occupants, they should live 
in their own creations. I also propose that 
architects should think about what the human 
spirit needs and what their buildings mean 
for the people who exist in them.

1 want to sec architecture that empowers 
people, not suppresses them. One based on 
sustainability, community and enriching the 
human spirit. One that supports creatiwty, 
aids healthy lifestyles, and improves morale. 
An architecture that frees people, relates to 
the future and lets in the light.
Sarish Kumar is the editor of emdromental

Opinion Too much 
architecture is tamasic, 
says Satisf} Kumar. If you 
don’t know what that 
means, read on...

The call for a more people- and planet- 
friendly architecture has been sounding since 
1 first began editing envircmmcntal magazine 
Resurgence over 35 years ago. Sustainability is 
not a trend, it is a necessity. It is more than 
loft insulation, a few solar panels and long-life 
lightbulbs. Authentic sustainability requires a 
paradigm shift in our mindset. To bring about 
sustainable architecture, we need humility, wc 
need simplicity and wc need moderation in 
our use of natural resources. These principles 
have their roots in ancient Indian wisdom 
dating back thousands of years.

There arc three Indian words that apply to 
every aspect of our lives; from the food we eat 
and the clothes we wear to the thoughts we 
think and the words wc speak. They also apply

We need humility and simplicity to 
bring about sustainable architecture

cathedrals and stadiums arc rajasic buildings. 
They project p>ower, authority, splendour and 
status. They are walled in, protected, fortified 
and guarded to keep the elite safe and the 
multitudes out.

Tamasic buildings arc built with utility in 
mind. High-rise, energy-intensive city towers 
and housing estates where people are boxed 
together in a soulless environment with no 
space to breathe, no trees to shelter, no grass, 
no earth, no water and no flt)wers arc tamasic.

Tamasic buildings make no use of the free 
gifts of nature like natural sunlight or fresh

■esiin

Email comment^architectsjoumal.co.uk
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Opinion Will the future 
see us travelling into 
huge city-centre business 
districts, or will we be 
working where we live? 
Richard Saxon wonders
Are business districts a sustainable concept? 
As office work becomes the main type of 
employment, the conventional wisdom of 
having an area of the city devoted to office 
work needs to be questioned. My thoughts 
were stimulated by the World Business 
Districts Summit for Sustainable 
Development, held on 14-15 February and 
organised by the Etahlissement Public 
d'Amenagement de La Defense, the French 
public company that manages Paris’ La 
Defense business district.

Central business districts, often very dense 
and at the hub of public transport networks, 
arc relatively resource-efficient compared to 
distributed, car-based business parks. Hong 
Kong uses a 10th of the cnerg)' of Houston 
due to its ability to rely on a metro system.

tional zones for working, culture, education, 
health and living, linked by arterial transport 
in a matrix of green space, Tliis approach, 
driven partly by the undesirabilitv of 
industrial zones as a neighbour, became 
embedded in town-planning practice 
worldwide.

One model tor the future is that dense 
business districts will become ever stronger, 
with critical mass for business success, 
civilised streets and squares with the full range 
of urban amenities, green spaces, shared 
energy, water and waste strategies, and dense 
housing inside the district and close by. 
Pedestrian and cycle movement, backed by 
good ptiblic transport from greater distances, 
will animate the district round the clock. La 
Defense wants to go this way; the Citv of 
London also wants some of this, minus the

utilities concepts will underlie each street in 
accessible galleries {no more road w<irks), 
allowing buildings to trade information, 
energy, water and waste. 22@Barcclona 
expects to accommodate an economy where 
firms arc smaller, and often home-based, 
where education is common and institutions 
are mixed into the grid, not given campuses. 
Hie idea of a business district fades away.

I believe we shall see both approaches.
The world cities will have energy-intensive 
financial districts with the process heat of 
their technologies used for heating themselves 
and neighbouring housing. The secondary 
cities could be much lower-, or smarter-tech.
I expect low-carbon cars to be common 
within a decade, allovring the suburban 
lifestyle to continue, but sprawl, and single- 
use zoning arc clearly on their way out. 'The 
Athens Charter is dead’, said French 
Politician Patrick Devedjian to the repre
sentatives of the 22 cities at the La Defense 
summit. We should live where we work, like 
the turtle, said Jaime Lcrner, architect-mayor 
of Curitiba, Brazil. Cities are the new states 
and are learning from each other increasingly. 
Tliere is hope for a sustainable fiiturc in this. 
Richard Saxon is vice president of the RIBA 
and past president of the British Council 
for Offices.

We should live where we work, 
like the turtle, said Jaime Lerner, 
architect-mayor of Curitiba, Brazil

But ‘downtown’is often a soulless place, 
deserted and unsafe after hours. And need 
anyone travel to town when broadband allows 
them to work from home or die beach?

People do like to work and play together. 
Organisations need to be experienced 
physically to foster team spirit. Businesses like 
their peers, suppliers and customers nearby. 
People also like to get outside their base office 
and mbt, before, during and after work, 
shunning sterile business parks. The most 
successful business districts arc highly mixed 
in their use, with office buildings underpinned 
by good shopping, leisure and hotels, and 
increasingly topped with apartment living.
The edited Athens Charter of 1942, coined by 
Le Corbusier and others in the International 
Congress ofModern Architecture (ClAM). 
proposed an urbanism based on separate func-

p>csk\' residents who can stop the City and its 
businesses maintaining things during the 
night.

Another, less frenetic model proposes a 
medium-density, continuous urbanism. Math 
all uses on ever city block and the full range 
of facilities and amenities within a cycle ride. 
The ‘22@ Barcelona’ project for a new business 
district in the Poblcnou area of the city
illustrates this concept within the historic 
grid, under this scheme, new, sustainable
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Column

Aldo Rossi knew all about 
the symbolic power of a kitchen table, 
writes Patrick Lynch

(which is the mark of superhcial people) 
but out of a strange profundity of feeling for 
things’. In his Scientific Autobiography, Rossi 
muses that ‘Forgetting Architecture comes 
to mind as a more appropriate title... since 
while I may talk about a school, a cemetery, 
a theatre, it is more correct to say that I talk 
about life, death, imagination.’Types for Rossi 
are symbolic of ideals - the law court as a site 
of justice; a university cloister alluding to the 
sanctity of education; the hushed atmosphere

If Aldo Rossi s early work is an attempt to 
describe the value of each of the parts of a 
city in objective terms, his ironically titled 
Scientific Autobiography tempers his youthful 
rationalism with a series of extremely 
evocative photographs of spaces that he loved. 
A Roman aqueduct held up by a prosthetic 
brace; a Connecheut lighthouse shaped like 
a mast; a Wintergarten at the University of 
Zurich; a Cortile at Seville; and my favourite, 
an Italian fermhouse kitchen. Dark ceiling 
beams recede from view above a stone floor, 
a staircase rises and disappears in the distance, 
light from one corner of the room illuminates 
the wall surface and picks out a cable set for 
family life that, I imagine, has also seen a 
birth and a corpse. An image of preservation 
and endurance, hard work and decay is 
presented. The architecture is made to last and 
to accept life. This room is not just fit for its 
purpose, the image suggests, it also modesdy 
represents the dignity of its inhabitants’lives. 
You can im^ne the conversations held there

and the emotion and suffering it has seen. 
Rossi saw human life as inevitably theatrical. 
The places in which we live testify to our 
enduring love of display and ritual, which 
he described as ‘an analogy for architecture, 
what I have called “the fixed scene of human 
cvcnts".’The theatricality of human affairs, our 
processional movement and daily habits, led 
him to conclude: ‘It is clear that the theatre 
must be stationary, stable and irreversible - 
but this seems true of all architecture.’

The places in which we live testify to 
our enduring love of display and ritual

of a library reminding us of the sacred 
qualities of literature and knowledge. The 
sheltering quality of uniform housing and 
the individualistic qualities of other structures 
allude to the psychological differences that 
we recognise between the various public and 
private aspects of our lives and the masks 
that we wear. These ideals have emotional 
characteristics also, and buildings possess 
personae, Rossi suggested. He believed that 
architects too should adapt themselves to 
differing circumstances and to different 
occasions. Rossi said: ‘I have always known 
that architecture was determined by the 
hour and the event’. He reminds us that our 
task as architects is remaining open to ‘the 
idea of place, and hence light and time and 
imagination’, suggesting that lightness in 
architecture might come less from our 
attempts to make heavy machines appear 
to float than in the contingency of our 
buildings; the adjustment of our language 
to time and place; and the light-hcartedness 
and appropriateness of wit.

What mattered for Rossi was the idea 
of the city as something continuous that 
represents the symbolic life of its inhabitants. 
Rossi demanded that we accept that ‘for every 
authentic artist’, architectural creativity ‘means 
to remake, not in order to effect some change
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our current work for the Plaza 
of Nations site in Vancouver, 
Canada {belovi left), a 280,000m’ 
development where the urban 
design typology espouses the 
objectives of eco-density - the 
intensification of land use being 
justified by an ecological rationale 
and sustainability agenda which 
aims to go beyond the US LEED 
Platinum standard.

While we are confident 
that our former colleagues will 
continue to be a significant voice 
in the UK, LDY is focusing upon 
investment into cco-design 
research that enhances the design 
of better places to live and work. 
Steve Featheritone, managing 
director, Lleivclyn Davies Yeang

during the Celtic Tiger boom 
years.

There arc several other such 
schemes currently being built or 
in the planning process in Ireland 
which may also be of interest, 
such as Pcilctstown, about lOkm 
north of Dublin, and the 
Ballymun redevelopment, 
between Dublin City Centre 
and the airport and close to 
Adamstown. There is also the 
Ardaun scheme here in Galway, 
Cork’s Docklands Directorate 
and a sustainable cco village in 
Cloughjordan, Co Tipperary.

The Irish government has 
published an Urban Design 
Manual (www.cnviron.ie/en/ 
publicationsdocuments/ 
filcdownload, 16692.en.pdf) as 
a best-practice guideline for local 
authorities and designers, which 
calls for higher densities, more 
integrated public transport and 
developments that cater for the 
needs of everyone.

Unfortunately, a lot of damage 
has been done over the last 
decade through laissez-faire 
attitudes to planning, and we can 
only hope that these guidelines 
and good examples will become a 
binding regulation for Irish local 
planners.
Colm Cantilhn, Simon J Kelly + 
Partners Architects

LDY STAYS GREEN TWEED SUITS

Jaffer Kolb’s leader (AJ 21.02.08) 
is rightly concerned that the 
dialogue between architecture 
and masterplanning is fundamen
tal in the context of sustainability. 
The sale of Llewelyn Davies 
Yeang’s (LDY’s) strategic policy 
and planning group represents 
the disposal of a business unit, 
not our relinquishing of key 
urbanist principles that impact on 
the design of buildings or places.

LDY’s focus on signature 
deep-green design, together with 
our heritage of understanding the 
‘bigger picture’, enables the 
development of eco-masterplan- 
ning, underpinned by a good 
understanding of utilities and 
urban infrastructure.

LDY is already’ undertaking an 
immense volume of this type of 
work, which is well illustrated by

I read with interest the letter 
about Adam Wilkinson of SAVE 
whom you described as ‘tweed’ 
before his time. The message 
being that he has stuffy establish
ment views which arc from an 
older generation.

I feci that this is really the 
wrong way round, because while 
most architects and developers 
arc very happy with the establish
ment dogma of building bigger 
and higher structures while 
sacrificing the heritage of our 
cities, Adam is a lone voice 
expressing a revolutionary spirit 
whereby the beauty of the historic 
fabric of London could be 
preserved.

I only wish more people had 
his attitude.
Francis Terry, Quinlan ^ Francis 
Terry Architects

IRISH TOWNS

I read the leader on New Town 
developments in the Republic of 
Ireland (AJ 24.01.08) with great 
interest. I’m an Irish architect 
currently working in Galway in 
the west of Ireland. Metropolitan 
Workshop’s Adamstown (AJ 
14.02.08) is indeed a great 
example of sustainable develop
ment and a much better 
alternative to the many low- 
density, car-dependant schemes 
that blighted the Irish landscape

CORRECTION

Alan Dempsey and Alvin Huang 
work at Future Systems, not at 
Foreign Office Architects, as was 
stated in the article on the 
Design Research Laboratory 
(AJ 21.02.08).
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chairman Andy von Bradsky 
outline house-building legisla
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James Pallister writes about
an online housing pattern 
that its creator hopes will give 

alternative to the 
choice offered by

The UK seems to have fallen 
in love with apartment living 

last. A combination of 
increased tolerance of high 

p density, urban in-migration, 
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.Aputmentf in the UK

MIES VAN DER ROHE, 1927

Block of flats. The Weissenhofsiediung, 
Stuttgart, Germany,

TAKEN FROM MOOEfiW AKHITECTUdE THfiOUGH CASE STUD^S 
BY PETER BLUNDELL JONES ARCHTECTURAL PRESS, OXFORD (2002)

WELLS COATES. 1934

The Isokon Building, Lawn Road, 
Hampstead. London

THE FLAT TRAP
Alongside some of the most iconic modern apartment plans, 
Anna Minton considers how in British cities, one- and two- 
bedroom flats are repeating mistakes of the past
In Patrick Keillcrs film. The Dilapidated 
Dwelling (2000), his narrator Tilda Swinton 
posits the idea that English housing is the 
result of a society that never had a bourgeois 
revolution, unlike its European counterparts. 
Instead, rather than creating an urban housing 
ideal based on the 19th"ccntur\’ apartment 
blocks favoured by continental cities, the 
model English bourgeois home cmcigcd from 
the Arts and Crafts movement and was anti
industrial, looking to a rural idvU in place 
of the city.

As far back as the 17th century Sir 
Edward Coke, the English jurist, was quoted

as saying ‘a mans house is his castle', a phrase 
which been used to justify the cultural 
stereotype that the English prefer living in 
houses ever since, in contrast to life on the 
continent, which favours elegant apartment 
liwng alongside a cafe lifestyle and the 
tradition of the passagiatta.

Even within the city, the Georgian home 
can be seen as representing a version of the 
country house ideal, with Gcor^an squares 
built around a garden in contrast to country 
estates set within large grounds. Combined 
with a class system which long looked down 
on trade and favoured the country and the

landed gentry, all the historical ingredients for 
a type of housing which brings to mind the 
country - anything but an apartment in other 
words - are in place. The Garden City 
movement, which similarly grew out of a 
desire to escape the horrors of industrialisa
tion and the slums of the city, paved the way 
for the suburban house and garden.

With the post-war construction boom and 
the arrival of centralised planning, inner-city 
slums were cleared once again, this time to 
make way for Modernist tower blocks - new 
light, bright ‘flats in the sW’ with hot running 
water and fitted Idtchens. Unfortunately, the
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Apartments in the UK
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LE CORBUSIER. 1947-52

Unite d' Habitation, Marseille, France

FONDATION LE CORBUSIER

reality in too many cases turned out to be 
poor-quality accommodation provided by 
industrial building systems, which led to the 
1968 collapse of the Ronan Point tower block 
in East London and necessitated widespread 
demolition.

But by the time Labour came to power 
in 1997, trumpeting the arrival of an ‘urban 
renaissance' led by Richard Rogers, the aim 
appeared to be to emulate continental city 
living, building new apartments and convert
ing warehouses into lofts, bringing people 
back into city centres while also finding new 
uses for the swathes of former industrial land 
around dockside and waterfront areas.

'The surge of apartment building, which 
resulted from changes in planning policy 
prioritising brownfield sites, has seen a 300 
per cent rise in the number of flats built 
between 1997 and 2007 - according to the

National House Building Council - a figure 
exceeded only by the fall in tlie number of 
houses built, which decreased by more than 
300 per cent. In 2007, semi-detached houses 
accounted for 14 per cent of new housing 
starts, compared with apartments, which 
accounted for 48 per cent of all stock.

In every British city centre, new and half- 
built apartment blocks dominate the slorline, 
alongside cleared sites and cranes surrounded 
by hoardings promising ‘More Luxury 
Apartments Soon'. It’s the same in London 
and all across the North, in Leeds, 
Manchester and Birmingham, with the sheer 
amount of construction comparable only to 
the building boom of the 1950s and 1960s.

Bur if vacant properties are anything to go 
by, then something has gone wrong with this 
'renaissance', with large numbers of the flats 
lying empty. In Liverpool, 35 per cent of the

new city centre apartments are empty (as 
reported in the Liverpool Echo), in Manchester 
the figure is 24 per cent and in Nottingham 
it’s 15 per cent (from a survey undertaken by 
magazine Inside Housing.

The question is: could this be a cultural 
issue - are flats simply not that popular - 
or is it down to policy and market failures?

It is easy to provide a cultural explanation 
for why the English like houses with gardens, 
but it’s the type of apartments being built by 
developers - overwhelmingly one- and two- 
bedroom flats - which are the problem, 
highlighting tlie fact that the ‘urban renais
sance' did not aim to attract everybody back 
into the city - the young and old and families. 
Instead it has been targeted squarely at 
transient, mostly single, professionals working 
in the new financial and media industries also 
sprouting around the docks and waterfronts.»
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ALVAR AALTO, 1957

Interbau Exhibition, Hansaviertel, Berlin, Germany

COURTESY OF THE ALVAR AALTO FOUNDATION

JACK LYNN AND IVOR SMITH, 1961
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The real continental experience, on the 
other hand, shows that it is possible to build 
apartments that provide family housing 
and cater to all generations.

Emphasising the level of demand for 
family housing, a 2005 report from the 
London Housing Federation, Thinking Big: 
the Need for Larger Affordable Homei, revealed 
that the result of the focus on one- and two- 
bedroom apartments is leading to severe levels 
of overcrowding in the capital. At the same 
time recent research from Sam Street of 
Communities and Local Government s 
Housing Market and Planning Analysis 
department found that predictions about the 
growth of single person households conflicts 
with statistics showing that people prefer to

live in bigger properties, with the average 
number of rooms per person increasing 
among those who can afford to buy.

The report suggested that talking about 
numbers of units is unhelpful, giving the 
misleading impression that all is well because 
government targets on housing numbers are 
being met even if people are not living in the 
new homes. Instead the best approach would 
be to look at floor area and habitable rooms. 
The authors added that liigh density can work 
but there is a need to look at lettings policy.

It is policy towards lettings that is at the 
crux of the matter, because of the fact that 
anecdotal evidence suggests a huge number 
of new apartments arc bought by investors 
for ‘buy-to-lct’ or the newer phenomenon of

In every British city 
centre, cranes and 
new and half-built 
apartment blocks 
dominate the skyline
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Aparoncati in the UK
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iT'V Byker Wall, Newcastle upon Tyne

COURTESY OF ARKITEKTURMUSEET, SWEDEN

KISHO KUROKAWA, 1972

Nakagin Capsule Tower, Tokyo, Japan

TENGBOM.2008

Kryssnir^gen, Hammarby Sjbstad, 
Stockholm. Sweden

as a result of the severe shortage of social 
housing.

Now, more and more ‘luxury apartments’, 
particularly in London, arc being used to 
house homeless families in tcmjx)rar\' 
accommodation. In many parts of Docklands, 
such as Virginia Quay, Canary Central and 
New Providence Wharf, the result is that 
many new schemes are home to an uncom
fortable mixture of transient professionals 
with no stake in the area, and homeless 
families who arc -also new to the area and 
there on a temporary basis, and who arc 
squeezed into flats too small for them.

When I spoke to the Home Builders 
Federation about this, suggesting that 
housebuilders are failing to build the types

of homes people need and helping to create 
unstable places rather than the sustainable 
communities promised, I was told that high 
land values mean that only schemes with a 
large amount of development - one- and 
two-bedroom flats in other words - are viable.

By building so many small apartments the 
market is not providing what consumers of 
housing want or need, but with developers 
claiming they have no option and the market 
for investors buoyed by drivers such as 
homelessness it is hard to see how the process 
will be reversed. Consequently the fear is that 
today’s building boom will be no less 
]>roblcmatic than the post-war wave of 
construction which swept British cities in 
the 1950s and’60s. ■

‘buy-to-lcave’, which is behind the large 
numbers of empty flats littering city centres. 
This process occurs as investors buy properties 
purely for speculation, without any intention 
of letting them, waiting instead for land prices 
to rise to sell them on.

If‘buy-to-leave’is undermining new 
communities by leaving large numbers of 
homes empty,‘buy-to-let’is also having 
bizarre and unexpected consequences as 
investors let homes to local authorities who 
use them to provide housing for homeless 
families. This cycle is starting to occur with 
increasing regularity as investors find there is 
insufficient demand from the target market 
of single professionals, in contrast to councils 
who arc desperate to provide accommodation
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BAILEY INNOVATION "" le See the Light - 

Not the Frame
Specify 

the Replica Rooflight

FASTEIUESS COSTLY 
EAVES INSTALLATION

• Clean and simple lines

• Traditional look externally

• Contemporary look internally

• Ultra low profile

• Activ'^' self cleaning glass as standard

• Design and Technical help; phone and online

• Modern Range of blinds and mechanisms

Bailey Laser-Line carcassing comprises a 
one piece support that enables eaves to be 
Installed quickly, accurately and economically.

Laser-Line can be simply bolted on to a 
building from standing or mobile access. 
The result is eaves installation that is faster, 
more accurate and less costly. the Rooflight Company

The Innovators In Rooflighting

Potton Hontffi
increased

'1 wii■ + + +:

i + + -H
Replica

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk/replica 
email: replica^'therooflightcompany.co.uk 

Tel; 01993 833108

For more Inlormatfon call ilBMLEY01403 261 844
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maintain 
your balance!

naturally
■ Environmentally engineered 

systems
■ Sustainatte drainage solutions
■ Promotion of urban Green ^5ace
■ Mitigation of development impact
■ Design assistance and installation available
■ 35 years of expertise

4 iGrass C-*
Duncan House. 142 Thornes Lane, Thornes, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF2 7RE, England.

+44(0)1924 290289

Lirni'

+44(0)1924 379443 
info® grasscrete.com

Lwnjm.graascrete.com concrete
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Call for entries...
The Concrete Centre Calling all architects, engineers and designers, enter your 

masterpiece for The Concrete Centre's Sustainability Award 2008.Sustainability Award 2008 The Concrete Centre'

The Concrete Centre Sustainability (Quarterly supplement as well as 
Award, presented at The Concrete other industry and trade pub^tions 
Society Awards dinner in November, as part of the PR surrounding the 
recognises projects, produas 
and initiatives that demonstrate 
sustainability in either the 
production or uses of concrete as 
part of a project,

Award, The Concrete Centre aims
to enable everyone involved in the 
design and use of conaete to realise 
the full potential of the material.
As well as providing advice and 
guidance on concrete, the Centre is 
also a hub for concrete innovation 
and a champion of the sustainability 
credentials of concrete.

The winner will have coverage in 
the Awards issue of CONCRETE 
magazine and the Concrete

Enter The Concrete Centre Sustainability Awards 
Recognition within the Award will ensure that peers and clients 
alike appreciate the sustainable credentials of your project, 
product or initiative.

Closing date for entries is 15 April 2(K)8.
Visit www.concretecentre.com/awards
for more information and to download an Entry Form.

Masterpiece • • •

have you got what it takes...?
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inspiring and achievable bathrooms

Visit our stand C41 in hall 6 at KBB Birmingham 2008
Roca Limited Samson Road, Hermitage Industrial Estate, Coalville, Leics. LE67 3FP Tel. (01530) 830080

www.roca-uk.com
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Housing

Clockwise from top left John Callcutt; 
Yvette Cooper; Ruth Kelly; Bob Kerslake

i' %-

THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF HOUSING POLICY
Policymakers John Callcutt, Yvette Cooper, Bob 
Kerslake and Ruth Kelly are all influencing housing 
legislation. Here, Cathy Strongman sifts through 
the latest regulations

c

In December 2006, the government’s 
Communities and Local Government 
(CLG) department published Hanning 
Policy Statement 3 (PPS3), which set out 
the national planning policy framework for 
delivering the government's housing objec
tives in response to recommendations in the 
2004 Barker Review - which included 
improving affordability and investing more 
money in social housing. Since then, a myriad 
of reports, papers and policies have followed.

design and construction of new housing, 
replacing the BRE EcoHomes scheme in 
England. Since April 2007, appliance to the 
code has been voluntary’, except for Housing 
Corporation or English Partncrshijjs 
developments, but the government is likely 
to make it a mandatory rating in April 2008. 
The Code is based on a star rating at six levels, 
with level one requiring thermal efficiency just 
above Part L 2006; level three being just 
above EcoHomes Very Good; and level six 
being ‘zero carbon’. Each level has minimum 
standards for thermal and water efficiency, as 
well as minimum requirements for materials, 
surface-water run-off and waste. The 
government has stated that all new homes 
sliould meet code level six by 2016. www. 
planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/code_for_ 
sust_homes.pdf

report concludes that the housebuilding 
industiy’ is able to meet the government’s 
target of building 240,000 homes per year by 
2016 to zero-carbon standards. Suggestions 
to enable this include the establishment of a 
new body within the government to lead the 
delivery of zero-carbon developments. The 
review also suggests that funding penalties 
should be introduced for housebuilders who 
fail to meet new standards of customer 
satisfaction and that a design-review process 
for housebuilding should be introduced, run 
by a statutory consultcc which could not be 
overruled on quality by planning committees. 
A formal government response is due later 
this year, www.calIcuttreview.co.uk

THE HOUSING GREEN PAPER

Published on 23 July 2007, under then 
housing minister Yvette Cooper, the Housing 
Green Paper outlines plans to deliver three 
million new homes by 2020. It sets the target 
for 2 million of these homes to be built by 
2016, after which 240,000 homes should be 
built per annum - a scale unseen in the house 
building since the early 1960s. A total of £8 
billion has been pledged for affordable 
housing from 2008-11, with 50,000 new 
social rented homes a year to be built in that 
period, and over 25,000 shared-ownership 
and shared-equity homes a year to be 
constructed by 2011. The paper also stresses 
the need for wcU-designed and more 
environmentally friendly homes linked to 
good schools, transport and healthcare, www. 
communitics.gov.uk/publications/housing/ 
homesforfiiturc

THE HOUSING AND 
REGENERATION BILL

THE CARBON CHALLENGE The Housing and Regeneration Bill was 
introduced in the House of Commons on 
15 November 2007 and gave effect to the 
government’s proposals to create the Homes 
and Communities Agency (HCA), The 
Agency, which is expected to start work in 
April 2009. will combine English 
Partnerships, the Housing Corporation, 
and the operational delivery side of the 
Department of Communities and Local 
Government and will be headed by Bob 
Kerslake. The HCA will have a key role in 
delivering the government’s target of 3 
million new homes by 2020 and will oversee 
the delivery of major housing and regenera
tion projects including the Thames Gateway. 
www.comraiinitict.gov.uk/tiouniig/

The Carbon Challenge, launched on 7 
February 2007 under Communities Secretary 
Ruth Kelly and spearheaded by English 
Partnerships, is an initiative to challenge 
housebuilders to design and build zero-carbon 
and low-carbon communities. Last December 
it was announced that Barratt Developments 
will create the first new community at the site 
of the former Hanham Hall Hospital near 
Bristol. www.cn^shpartnerships.co.uk/ 
carbonchallenge.htm

THECODEFOR 
SUSTAINABLE HOMES

THE CALLCUTT REVIEW OF 
HOUSEBUILDING DELIVERY

Launched by CLG on 13 December 2006, 
the Code for Sustainable Homes provides 
a new national standard for the sustainable

Published on 22 November 2007, the review 
was compiled by John Callcutt, previously 
chief executive of English Partnerships. The Continued on page 52
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Housing

Continued from page 51

HOWTO BUILD DENSE
As part of the AJ s study of apartment types, von Bradsky^ chairman of 
housing specialist PRP, looks at the regulations associated with building big

PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 3 • Moves towards design solutions for smoke 
control for common areas. This may allow 
more units and improved core efficiencies.
• The need for design teams to consider the 
specialist technical input which will be 
necessary to justify non-standard arrange
ments, including at pre-planning design.
• Changes to improve fire-fighting access 
including adjustments to the provision of 
dry and wet riser services.
• The more complete inclusion of residential 
sprinkler design within firc-cnginccred design 
solutions to improve flexibility in internal 
layout planning.

communal heating and hot water system 
can, with cncrgy-clficicncy measures, provide 
enough COj offset to achieve level four 
credits. When seeking to achieve level five 
and six, electricity generation will be required 
using renewable technologies. To achieve the 
internal water credits, water recycling will be 
needed for levels five and six and might be 
considered for three and four if low-flow 
brassware is not acceptable. The available 
roof area may not collect enough rainwater 
to serve all dwellings so greywater recycling 
may be required. The system could be 
individual in each dwelling or communal. 
Basements need to accommodate bicycles 
(one per bedroom for maximum credits).

Planning Policy Statement 3 adopts a site- 
specific approach to housing densities and 
offers no distinction in density thresholds 
between urban and suburban sites. Paragraph 
46 outlines the site-specific criteria to be 
applied by local planning authorities in 
developing housing density policies as follows:
• Spatial vision and strategy for housing 
development, including the level of housing 
demand and need and the availability of 
suitable land in the area.
• Current/future level and capacity of 
infrastructure, services and facilities.
• Desirability of using land efficiently and 
reducing the impacts of climate change.
• Current/futurc levels of accessibility, 
particularly public transport accessibility.
• Desirability of achieving high-quality, 
wcU-dcsigned housing.

BUILDING REGULATIONS 
APPROVED DOCUMENT E (ADE) 
- SOUND REGULATION LIFETIME HOMES

The 2004 updates to ADE include enhanced 
standards for the acoustic performance of 
party walls and floors.

Lifetime Homes was set up in 1991 by a 
group of housing experts concerned ^>out 
the quality of housing for large sectors of the 
population, such as the elderly and families 
with young children. Interpreting the 
implications of Lifetime Homes for all 
homes has been beset with problems because 
the standards are based on housing and 
low-rise flats, and some of the standards are 
not sufficiently quantified. This problem is 
being addressed in the publication of the 
British Standards Institutes draft Code of 
Practice BS: DD 266:2007. Loosely based 
on the Lifetime Homes concept, it includes 
some easily achievable aspects of 
wheelchair housing, and also considers 
hearing and sight loss. Specifically, it 
extends to flats, high-density developments 
and townhouscs, providing clarity and 
(fimensions. While clarification of the 
Lifetime Homes standards is welcomed, 
the impact of full application of the new 
DD 266:2007 would be to increase the space 
standards. Some requirements arc onerous, 
for example heights of basement car parks 
are prescribed as a minimum 2.6m clear and 
there must be lift proWsion for all four-storey 
flat blocks.

SECURED BY DESIGN
BUILDING REGULATIONS 
APPROVED DOCUMENT H (ADH) 
- DRAINAGE AND WASTE 
DISPOSAL

If Secured by Design certification is being 
sought, generally a maximum of eight to 
10 apartments only will be permitted in 
one secure corridor.

ADH remains relatively limited in 
comparison to the design standards com
monly enforced through other means e.g. 
local authority policy requirements. High- 
density design can throw up conflicts between 
these regulations and the baseline Building 
Regulations. In particular the practical use of 
chutes and/or managed refuse and recycling 
stores at upper levels is a significant challenge, 
with design solutions increasingly relying on 
estate management and with Building 
Control increasingly requesting up-front 
guarantees from clients on implementation.

DESIGN AND QUALITY 
STANDARDS

Issued by the Housing Corporation. 
Limitations on amenity space provision will 
need to be balanced against higher internal 
space standards to achieve good quality scores, 
which arc based on the Housing 
Corporation’s Design and Quality Strategy 
and Standards document of April 2007.

BUILDING REGULATIONS 
APPROVED DOCUMENT B (ADB) 
-FIRE SAFETY CODE FOR SUSTAINABLE HOMES

The 2006 updates to .ADB have adjusted 
some of the key fire-safety-rclatcd design 
criteria to high-density schemes, including:

Achieving high ratings on a dense develop
ment may be problematic, but may also offer 
efficiency op>portunities. An efficient
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ACTIS, the Inventor of thin muitifoil insulation, is driving technological progress through the 
development of exclusive technology for roofs, lofts, walls and floors.
ACTIS insulation is a thin multi-layered complex (30mm max.), composed of reflective films 
interspersed with separators, which provides excellent thermal comfort both in summer and 
in winter. ACTIS is the only company to test the thermal performance of its insulation under real 
conditions using a methodology defined and validated by a recognised UK laboratory. 
BM TRADA. Easy to install, this unique technology provides extra living space and durable 
insulation performance.

□1249 446 123
For more informsdon visit 

WWW. insulation-sctis. com

I
INVENTOR OF THIN MULTIFOIL INSULATION
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Online Pattern Book

Pat 6c Frank

We respect yet reinterpret generic street tvp>ologies.
Standardisation then allows for individual expression
through extensions, terraces and customised facades.
Personalised homes for people with personalities, just
like EaslEnders Pat & Frank.
Submitted by Thomas Smith and Jemma Norwood

MULTIPLE
CHOICE
The Youcanplan project aims to improve design quality 
in volume house building by allowing buyers to choose 
their designs ori\iviQ. James Pallister investigates

On the evening of 26 November 2007, a 
group of architects, academics and software 
boffins met in a basement room of University 
College London (UCL), where Kohn 
launched Youcanplan, an online competition 
to design adaptable housing types for volume 
housebuilding (AJ 20.12.07). The project is 
funded by Urban Buzz, an umbrella funding 
body championing 30 projects with the remit

‘Ever since I have studied architecture the 
debate’s been the same: architects say that 
what housebuilders produce is rubbish, while 
the housebuilders counter by saying they’re 
providing what people want’, architect and 
computational designer Michael Kohn of 
Slider Studio tells me. This conflict is now 
reaching a crescendo, with increasing pressure 
to build more housing to realise the govern

ment’s target of providing three million new 
homes by 2020. This is a hefty number that 
wiU require a serious commitment to volume 
house building.

Kohn, who founded Slider Studio in June 
2006 to offer computational design services to 
architects, and now has clients including Ma:, 
Ian Ritchie and Make, has devised a strategy 
to address the issue of housing design quality.
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Online Pattern Book

Atrea

Atrca is a flat-pack pli^-in sustainable 
home. Wc looked at the idea of a house 
being a consumable durable that 
consumers can buy.
Submitted by Greg Keeffe on behalf of Greg 
Keeffe,Tom Jefferies, Chris Johnstone, Sarah 
Bolsover, and Gareth Llamvame of 
Citylab, Manchester School of Architecture

n
I

Modular House

The proposal is based on a 3.6m structural 
module (approximately equivalent to the 
imperial dimension of 12 feet). It was chosen 
because it olFcrs good room sizes for living 
rooms, kitchens, dining areas and bedrooms. 
Submitted by Clive Gray

to ‘develop new ways of delivering sustainable 
communities’, ranging from attempts to slash 
carbon emissions in Victorian houses to a 
project collating all existing research on 
‘gender issues in the built environment’.

Kohn’s proposed model, w^ich he has 
dubbed Enabled Self-Procurement (ESP) 
recommends that potential house-buyers 
purchase plots on a site owned by a developer 
that provides and maintains basic infrastruc
ture. They can then buy houses tailored to 
their specification from a pattern book 
featuring 10 designs.

Kohn’s online competition, or ‘co-opetition 
as he dubs it, was to select these 10 designs. 
He deyeloped software to host the project, >>
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Online Pattern Book

Urban Vessel

Wc I<K)ked at Geoi^an tcrrraces; where
tiu* plan creates a strong urban strategy.
The scide feels quite grand - you read the
individiuU home but vou also read it a.s
a palace block.
Suhmitted by David Kohn on behalf of
David Kohn Architects

with UCL and the Universitv of East London
bringing technical expertise and hardware to Lifecycle House
the project, while Urban Buzz provided a
hosting site and a tranche of registered users By creating a large house on a small
who were a ready demographic for online footprint the house can grow up with the
voting. familv; the idea is to extend the occupancy

In total, 38 practices - including Eldward and by consequence the investment in the
CuUinan Architects, Featherstone Associates property and its local environment.
and Ash Sakula - submitted entries. Voters Submitted by Geraghty Taylor Architects
could cast their ballot for five projects. If
they entered the competition, they could
vote for themselves but also had to vote for
four others. ‘We tried to simulate a method
for identifying popular housing’, says Kohn,
‘Ultimately the idea is for real members of
the public to pick from available types.’

The online gallery was visited by 722
users, of whom 539 voted, over seven days 
from 7-14 February. Voters were able to view
explanatory text and standard information 
such as proposed method of construction; 
build cost; price; dimensions; and a projected 
rating on the Code for Sustainable Homes’ 
scale of 1-6. Kohn says: ‘We wanted to 
replicate the way consumers make decisions 
in the marketplacc.'Ten winners were selected 
according to the number of votes.

Slider Studio's next task is to stan building 
the winning housing types into its software. 
This should enable the adaptation of housing 
types without going through lengthy manual 
design modifications. It is hoped that the 
models can be quickly built and rendered 
within the Youcanplan console to the 
requirements of the user. The labour-intensive 
work of turning PDF outlines into 3D 
adaptable models will be completed by a 
mixture of students from UEL and modelling 
specialists from Slider Studio in conjunction

‘[Enabled Self Procurement] makes sense, and 
you wonder why no one has done it before.’

Whether the 10 winning designs can 
develop into something which will be played 
out on an actual plot depends on whether or 
not Kohn is successful in finding a partnering 
developer. He has two months to do so; after 
that the funding from UrbanBuzz will cease.

‘We have had interest from English 
Partnerships’, Kohn says. 'As our project 
develops wc have more collateral to convince 
people. We are doing quite a hard thing - 
turning procurement on its head.'And how 
wcU is it going? Kohn won't be drawn. ‘1 don’t 
think wc can make conclusions at the 
moment’, he says. ■

with the winning architects. Winning entries 
will be added to a 3D virtual site, and Kohn 
hopes to unveil thi.s during the London 
Festival of Architecture (20 Junc-20 July), 
with a live demonstration. Having selected 
a design, buyers will be able to choose their 
requirements - number of bedrooms, garaging 
etc. - from a list of predefined options and 
sec their house take shape on a virtual plot.

If the project lives up to Kohn's hopes, tliis 
virtual interface will make the leap to a new 
model for land procurement. ‘At the moment 
there is no alternative to the volume house
builders’ product’ he says. ‘The problem is that 
house building is tied up with land deals and 
there is no real alternative to proairement 
other than speculative development.’As 
David Kohn of Youcanbuild winner David 
Kohn Architects (no relation) puts it:

Find out more about Enabled Self 
Procurement at http://esp-sim.oig
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Perception House

The liousc design is nxitcd in 
the idea at perception. When 
you look at one house, your 
eye is drawn to two, which 
expands to three and so on. 
We wanted to blur the 
boundaries between units - 
we've looked at this at school 
[Unb'crsitvofEast London]. 
Subm itted by Hassan AH and 
Amanda Costa Thompson

Mbccd-Cost Terrace House

This is an alternative wav of li\'ing where the 
housing plots arc arranged to create a meeting 
space condition. Differentiation of housing 
n-pcs and cost is dcvel()ped through size. 
Submitted h\ Monique Suksmaningsih

Front-Row House

We spent a lot of time
kx)king at solar orientations,
wc wanted to create
something that’s flexible
but not too waclw and.
importandy, that wc could
envisage actually being built.
Submitted by Dan Rigamonti
and Ben Hopkins on bebaif of
Edward Cullinan Architects

I

□ □ □ □ □
□ Q□ □ _a □□ m
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Mansard House

A modcm-da\’ interpretation of the traditional terraced house.
the building form is enclosed hv a folding pitched roof, which
creates an integrated edge with the street.

Party-Wall House Submitted by Sarah Feutherstone on behalf of Featherstone Associates

This scheme frees the party wall
fn>m the vertical constraint.
allowing for a more flexible way
of living. Families, first-time
buyers and older people can all
share the same street space.
Submitted by Lucy Anning on
behalf of Howling Monkeys



PassivHaus

A TYPICAL
PASSIVHAUS DESIGN

1. ContinuouB super-maulation 
U-value leas than 0.16W/m^K

2. Triple-glazed windows
3. Mechanical ^ole-houae ven

tilation with heat recovery
4. Fresh air 
6. Supply air
6. Exhaust air
7. Optional subsoil heat 

exchanger
6. Optional basement

4

6

7

LESSONS FROM 
ABROAD
Developed in Germany, PassivHaus methodology uses efficient 
building envelopes to reduce carbon emissions. Hattie Hartman 
asks whether it can be successfully imported to the UK
58 AJ 28.02.08



PassivHaus

This low takc-up comes despite the BRE’s 
commitment to PassivHaus - it participated 
in research shared between eight countries 
between 1998 and 2001, and developed a UK 
website (wvrw.pa9Stviuuis.org.uk) and 
English translation of the PassivHaus 
computer modelling simulations (PHPP),

PassivHaus standards arc roughly 
equivalent to Code for Sustainable Homes 
level four, two levels below rhe zero-carbon 
level six. The design heat load of a PassivHaus 
must be less than ISkWh/mVyear - which 
equals the heat that can be transported by the 
minimum required mechanical ventilation. 
Joints between materials and components and 
all service penetrations must be sealed.

Several UK practices are developing 
projects to PassivHaus standard. Youmcheshe 
director Simon Bcames, whose firm looked to 
the method for its OKO House {seepage 61), 
says he first encountered PassivHaus through 
a competition win in 2006 which enabled him 
to tour several Austrian Pass'ivHaus projects. 7 
was amazed by the similaritv between the 
internal air qualirv of the houses and the 
mountain air’, he says.

Bcames notes that the biggest difference 
with the Austrian context is that while 
ground-source heating and solar panels can be 
relied upon to top up energy requirements in 
Austria’s colder climate, the UK market must 
rely on biomass wood pellet boilers.

Justin Bcrc of London-based Berc Architects 
believes that energy-saving German design 
methodology PassivHaus offers ‘the best route 
to achieving the UK’s zero-carbon housing 
goals’. This is a particularly pressing issue due 
to the government’s aim for all new housing 
to be zero-carbon by 2016. Bcrc is working on 
his practice’s first full PassivHaus,
Smoothfield Farm near Ascot, Berkshire, 
scheduled to complete this year. It’s one of a 
number of projects being developed under 
PassivHaus guidelines in the UK {see page 61) 
as more and more architects and clients push 
to dramatically cut carbon emissions.

PassivHaus is based on enhancing building 
envelopes to reduce heating loads to the point 
that a conventional heating system can be 
eliminated. Developed from a German- 
Swedish academic collaboration in 1988, the 
first PassivHaus buildings were completed in 
1991 in Darmstadt, Germany, the same city in 
which the PassivHaus Institute was founded 
five years later. Today, over 9,500 PassivHaus 
buildings have been realised in Germany, over 
2,500 in Austria, and approximately 12,500 
worldwide. Gavin Hodgson of the BRE 
estimates that the number of PassivHaus 
schemes in the UK is in the low hundreds. No 
exact figures arc available because no UK 
building has attained PassivHaus designation 
yet, perhaps partly due to the £2,000 price tag 
for certification.

Achieving the PassivHaus standard

• The PgissivHaus standard is applicable to 
residential and non-residential buildings, new 
builds, and refurbishments

■ The heating demand of schemes must be 
less than 15kWh/m^/year

• Insulation of roofs, walls and floors must 
achieve a U-value of 0.15W/m^K

• There must be continuous insulation and no 
thermal breaks

■ Tripie-glazed windows with a U-value below 
O-SW/m^K and thermally insulated frames 
must be specified

• Airtightness must be 1 mVhour/m* at a 
pressure difference of 50 pascals

• A mechanical whole-house ventilation 
system, which recovers at least 75 per cent of 
exhaust heat, must be specified

•■ra
■V4'

PassivHaus in Dombim, Austria, 1997 Austria 
has approximately 2,500 exemplar projects

Eave to PassivHaus standard Features 
continuous high-performance insulation

Eave which fails to meet PassivHaus 
standard Accredited by Communities and Local 
Government, this eave complies with Building 
Regulations but does not have enough insulation 
to achieve PassivHaus standard
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PassivHaus

THE HOME OF PASSIVHAUS
Hattie Hartman travels to Germany to see PassivHaus in action

The 45* delegates were a great 
i turnout for the UK Green 
• Building Council’s (UK-GBC’s) 
; first study trip to Hanover,
; Germany, to learn about the 
: PassivHaus standard. Curiously,
: the only architects were from 
: PRP and Penovre 8c Prasad, a 
: surprise given that over 10 per 
; centofUK-GBC member 
: organisations arc architects. But 
■ this would be an advantage on 
; day two, when we visited some 
; architecturally dire projects.

The dav-one morning 
seminars were introduced by 
UK-GBC chief executive Paul 
King (I) and focused on the 
technical aspects of PassivHaus. 
The message was insulation, 
insulation, insulation - and air 
tightness. Case studies included 
Hanover’s municipal sustainable 
energy strategy and Gaunt 
Francis’ Green House, which is

disappointing architecturally 
than the last. There is not much 
to see in a PassivHaus building 
beyond a few ceiling vents and 
the basement plant rooms. Wc 
wondered where these would go 
given that many UK houses 
don’t have basements.

on site at the BRE Innovation 
Park in Watford.

Afternoon sessions (2) 
focused on commercial 
PassivHaus, because a major 
concern of the UK-GBC is 
cutting carbon emissions in non- 
domestic buildings. An overview 
by Amp’s Chris Twinn was

PassivHaus to the UK (5). 
Penoyre 8c Prasad’s Alan 
Holloway said: ‘Tlie German 
speakers don’t seem particularly 
interested in headline-grabbing 
“zero-carbon" targets, but arc 
satisfied with very low carbon 
emissions.’ He expressed 
scepticism about whether the 
UK can transform from being a 
‘laggard’ in energy performance 
to being a world leader by 2016.

Day two was rainy for our 
tour of PassivHaus sires. Each of 
the three projects wc visited - an 
apartment block, a house and a 
shopping centre (6) - was more

On day two we visited a 
series of architecturally 
dire projects

followed by three German case 
studies.

At night wc walked across 
central Hanover - all post-war 
constmetion - to the grand City 
I iall (3), with its map of 
Hanover (4). Over dinner, 
delegates including Miles 
Watkins of Aggregate Industries 
{left of image) and Andy Ford of 
Fulcrum Consulting discussed 
the potential application of

On the plane home, my 
overriding feeling was disap
pointment at the design quality 
of projects we had visited. The 
UK-GBC must make good 
design central. Paul King has 
acknowledged this need. Let’s 
make if happen.

Construction quality and the high price 
of imported components arc frequently 
mentioned barriers to the implementation of 
PassivHaus in the UK. Stephen Cartwright 
of Cardiff-based Passive Solutions, which 
distributes PassivHaus components such as 
triple-glazed windows and vacuum insulation 
{see pages 62-63), promotes UK manufacturing 
of these components. He adds; ‘Training, such 
as the courses offered at [training centre]
Pines Calyx in Kent, is critical to the 
achieving the necessary construction quality.'

Some architects remain sceptical of 
PassivHaus. Bill Dunster of ZEDFactory and 
Craig White of White Design are unsure if 
PassivHaus will work in the UK’s mild 
climate, which makes mitigating electricity 
loads of mechanical ventilation harder to 
justify. White Design has developed the Bale 
House {see opposite) to PassivHaus standard 
with maximum reliance on passive ventilation. 
‘There is a bit of a PassivHaus rush on in the 
UK,’White says. ‘But we need to ask how it 
will really work here.’ ■

'There is a PassivHaus 
rush oriy but we need to 
ask how it will work!
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Smoothfield Farm, Ascot
Architect Bere Architects______________________
Currently on site for a private client, Smoothfield Farm’s entire 
envelope is scaled in a membrane to achieve required airtightness 
levels. No conventional boiler is specified, and extra heating for cold 
winter days will be provided by a ground-source hear pump.
www.bcre.co.uk

BalcHaus
Architect White Desij
BaleHaus is carbon 'negative' because it is made of prefabricated 
straw-bale cladding panels (MndCcll, with U-value of 1.3) whose 
materials absorb CO, when they grow. White Design estimates that 
130 tonnes of CO, are ‘banked’ in each house, which more than 
offsets the approximately 70 tonnes required for manufacture, 
supply and installation. Solar thermal technologies and a biomass 
boiler are also included, as is smart metering, to reduce electrical 
consumption. www.whitC'-dcBigfi.co.iik Insulation is key to achieving PassivHaus standard. See overleaf 

for the AJ's pick of the insulation products on the market
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Insulation producta

BUILDING YOUR PASSIVHAUS
Kaye Alexander pvtstnts a round-up of the 
best insulation products on the market, to help 
projects achieve PassivHaus standard

Structural insulated panel

Product Kingspan TEK (manufactured by Kingsp^ Off-Site)
UK Supplier Kingspan Off-Site Limited, PO BOX 7454, Kiln Farm,
Milton Keynes, MK11 3AB; 01908 266 2(X>: marketing@kingspanoffsite
.com; www.kingspanoffsrte.com
Material Two OSB 3 orientated strand boards with a zero ozone-
depletion potential. Rigid urethane insulation core
Special Properties The system be used to create the wails, roofs
and floors of a complete building, or elements of it can be used with
other components
Format Panels are cut to individual construction plans
Application New-builds, extensions, adding new floors to buildings
U value No worse than 0.23W/m^K and can be as low as 0.1 W/m^K
Thermal Conductivity OSB 3 = 0.l3W/m“K; rigid urethane insulation
core = 0.023W/m>'K

breather breather
membranemembrane
with

thermafleece counterbatten

Translucent material Natural material

Product Kalwall + Nanogel (Nanogel produced by Cabot Corporation) 
UK Supplier Stoakes Systems Ltd. 1 Banstead Road, Purley, Surrey, 
CR8 3EB: 020 8660 7667: mailbox@stoakes.co.uk; www.stoakes.co.uk 
Material Translucent structural composite sandwich panels are formed 
by permanently bonding specially formulated fibreglass-reinforced 
translucent faces to a grid core made from interlocked structural 
aluminium composite I-beams. The panels are filled with insulating 
Nanogel aerogel
Special Properties Translucent wall cladding and roofing system which 
achieves insulator values equivalent to solid walls 
Format Project-specific customised prefabricated wall/roof cladding 
systems. Maximum panel sizes: 1.2m x 3.6m x 70mm/1,5m x 3,0m x 
70mm
U Value 0.28 W/m^K

Product Thermafleece (manufactured by Second Nature UK)
UK Supplier Green Building Store, Heath House Mill, Heath House 
Lane. Bolster Moor, West Yorkshire HD7 4JW 01484 461705 
info@greenbuildingstore.co.uk www.greenbuildingstore.co.uk 
Material Sheep's wool
Special Properties The natural crimp of sheep's wool allows it to retain 
its structure and overall thickness. Its capacity to absorb moisture with 
no loss to its thermal efficiency makes it ideal for roofs and timber
framed walls
Format Batts ot 50/75/100mm thicknesses and 400/600mm width 
Application Roof, wall and floor constructions 
U Value Estimate - walls 125mm thickness: 0.3 W/m^K; attic 225mm 
Thickness 0.16 W/m^; roof 200mm thickness: 0.2 W/m*K 
Thermal Conductivity 0.039 W/m*K
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Vacuum-insulated panel. Insulating formwork

Product Va-Q-vip B (manufactured by Va-Q-Tec AG)
UK Supplier PassiveHouse Solutions Ltd, Ty Kama, Clos Yr Avon. 
Kidweily. Carmarthenshire, SA17 4TJ; 0560 1122330; 
info@passivehouse.co.uk; www.passivehouse.co.uk 
Material The core is an amorphous silicon dioxide powder and an 
inorganic opacifier. It is sealed under vacuum into a metaiised barrier foil 
which is covered on the exterior with a black protecton fleece 
Special Properties Thin profile allows for use in tight spaces. Thermal 
conductivity is about 10 times lower than in conventional, non-evacuated 
insulation materials
Format Rectangular panels, Other shapes available on demand 
Application Facades, roofs, floors, balconies and conservatories 
U Value 0.240W/m^K for 20mm thickness (initial 10.005W/mK)/ 
0,375W/m’K (lifetime I O.OOSW/m^K, DiBT certified)

Product Duiisol 0365/120
UK Supplier Duriso! UK, Parkway, Pen-y-Fan Industrial Estate, Crumlin, 
Gwent NP11 3EL 0800 434 6458 sales@durisol.net 
www.durisol.net
Material Proprietary cement-bonded, specially graded recycled waste 
wood woodcrete product (100 per cent clean natural softwood)
Special Properties Fully recyclable, and lightweight with integral 
Rockwool fire-safe insulation-enhancing thermal and acoustic properties 
Format 500 x 365 x 250mm; 14 kg; structural core thickness 120mm 
Applicabon For below- and above-ground building construction - 
external walls (up to 26 storeys)
U Value < 0.23 W/m^K 
Thermal Conductivity 0.13 W/m^K
Cost Built cost including labour and concrete fill approx. £60 per m'^

Loose fillSpray foam insulation

Product Crown Supafil Cavity Wall Insulation (manufactured by Knauf 
Insulation)
UK Supplier Knauf Insulation Ltd, PO Box 10, Stafford Road, St Helens. 
Merseyside WA10 3NS. 0844 800 0135 info@knaufinsulation.co.uk 
www.knaufinsulation.co.uk
BOX Loose, shot-free non-combustible glass mineral wool insulation 
Special Properties Blown into existing cavities and therefore ideal for 
refurbishment and retrofit installations as existing finishes remain almost 
undisturbed
Format Available Fully enclosed in polythene bales 
U Value 0.32W/m2K (100mm insulation thickness with medium density 
block wall - assuming block sizes 440 x 215 x 100mm with 10mm 
mortar joints
Thermal Conductivity 0.040W/m^K

■ Product BioBased 501 and BioBased 1701 (manufactured by BioBased 
Insulation)
UK Supplier Econstruction Products ltd, +353 (1) 298 7155

■ www.econstructionproducts.ie 
Material Soy-based polyurediane
Special Properties Spray-applied as a liquid and quickly expands 

' to fill all cracks, crevices and voids to create an effective airtight seal 
Format Spray-in-piace open-cell semi-rigid and closed-cell rigid foam 

; Application Spray under floors, into walls, on to roof decks.
U Value Depends on thickness of the product and other products used 

’ in combination
• Thermal Conductivity 00.36W/m^K (501)/0.026W/m2K (1701)

Cost £13 per m’ x 100mm approx, (501 supplied and fitted)/£15 per m^ 
: X 50mm approx (1701 supplied and fitted)
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Recognising and rewarding high performing commercial, occupied buildings
Building Performance Awards 2008

at MIPIM

Sustainability Productivity 
Placemaking Client Satisfaction
Visit the BPA stand to see the 2008 Winners on display. 
Located on the London stand at MIPIM, 11-14 March 2008

MIPIM, the international property market, attracts over 26,000 delegates to Cannes every March, 
and this year for the first time the Building Performance exhibition will celebrate and showcase the 
best performing commerciai, occupied buildings of 2008. Join us at the BPA Stand for champagne 
on Thursday 13th March at 3pm to present and celebrate the 2008 winners.

www.buildingperforTTianceawards.co.uk

MoqHa partnars: Supported by:

ConstructKX) News 
The Archftects' Journal 
New Civil Engineer 
QSWaek

CONSTRUCTING
EXCELLENCE

Buro HappoWENQUIRY 16 ON CARD WWW.ARCHITECTSJOURNAL.CO.uk/AJDIRECT



The CriticsIn this section The River Mersey // The masterworks 
of Geoffrey Baiua // Back Issues // Sandy Wilsons 
art//The legacy of Grand Designs// Diary

BOOK

Did the Mersey change the world?
Ian Wrays book on the River Mersey casts its net beyond Liverpool, writes Phil Griffin
Mersey: The River That Changed the World, edited by Ian Wray, The Bluecoat Press. Hardcover. 208pp, £17.99

in flood, was an entire regenerative force of 
nature. ‘Why should the Tliames have all the 
glor\’?’ I hear Wilson say. His essay in this 
portmanteau book is titled ‘Westward Ho’.

Unsurprisingly, like any book about a 
river, such as Jonathan Raban’s Old Glory 
or photographer Ragubhir Singh’s Ganga, 
Mersey is really quite moving. Rivers exert a 
powerful pull on our emotions. Even meagre, 
badly polluted riwrs. Liverpool’s year as 
European Capital of Culture is the likely 
stimulus for this book, which is published 
by Liverpool’s Bluecoat Press with funding 
from United Utilities and Mersey Basin 
Campaign. Hence it is astonishingly good

Mersey: The River That Changed the World is 
dedicated to ‘Anthony H Wilson 1950-2007’, 
and his contribution here is his last published 
work. The legendary manager of Factory 
Records, Dry Bar and the Hacienda, Wilson 
is described on the contributors’ page, in the 
shortest of shorthand, as a ‘broadcast 
journalist and regeneration consultant’. 
Immortalised in the films 24 Hour Party 
People (2002) and Control (2007), for most of 
his mouthy career, on and off screen, in and 
out of Factory Records, Wilson didn’t know 
what he was doing. He didn’t know, until the 
last year or two, that he was a regeneration 
consultant. Actually, Wilson, like the Mersey

value at ^17.99. It is also positively lyrical, if 
not entirely hagiographic. With that cover 
price and more than 200 pages, it docs not 
matter much that the book carries typos or 
the reproduction of Colin McPherson’s 
photographs is perhaps a little flat.

Mersey is not a book about Liverpool.
The river comes into being under a road 
junction beside a Sainsbury’s supermarket in 
Stockport. This side of Mersey’s personality’ 
is rewarded with some fine images of one of 
western Europe's largest brick structures, 
StockpKjrt Viaduct. One of the viaduct's 
27 arches forms a second roof to a pub called 
the Crown, which has been photographed >>
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BOOK

To Bawa and Beyond
Wendy de Silva reviews David Robsons latest look 
at Sri Lankan architect Geoffrey Bawa
Beyond Bawa; Modern Masterworks of Monsoon Asia by David Robson, photographs by 
Richard Powers. Thames & Hudson. Hardcover. 264pp, 600 illustrations, £39,95

With his specialist knowledge of Geoffrey 
Bawa (1919—2003), David Robson would be 
an unbeatable Mastermind contestant. The 
most important Sri Lankan architect of his 
generation, Bawas influence spread well 
beyond the confines of the island. Robson’s 
Beyond Bavja looks, quite literally, beyond 
Bawa and, like the man himself, is at times 
thought-provoking, fiill of anecdote and, 
occasionally, entertainingly rude.

In the first section of the book, Robson 
paddles down a number of intriguing rivers, 
creeks and lagoons, many of them beautifiillv 
illustrated, exploring the territory in which

Bawa worked, the people and places that 
inspired him, and his immense influence on 
modern Asian architecture. The second part 
showcases the work of his collaborators and 
contemporaries and goes on to chart the work 
of younger Sri Lankan architects, emerging 
from ‘under the umbrella’of Bawa. The third 
section looks at Bawa's influence further 
afield, from South India across the Indian 
Ocean to Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia.

Like Bawas projects, which Robson 
chronicled in his earlier book, Geoffrey Bawa: 
The Complete Works (Thames 6c Hudson, 
2002), the chapters of this book take the

r

the damp, mildewy smell that emanated from 
the plan chests - incidentallv explaining why 
many of them had to be redrawn.

The book’s sheer size allows Robson to be 
generous in its coverage of the roles of Bawa’s 
clients, partners and collaborators. It includes 
a fascinating account of how Jim Richards 
introduced Jean Chamberlin and Christoph 
Bon to Bawa in India, and how they went 
on to champion Bawa’s work in the West. 
Robson does not over-protect his hero, who is 
seen, warts and all, most entertainingly in the 
diaries of Australian artist, Donald Friend.

A section on architectural writing and 
publishing looks at Columbia professor of 
architecture Kenneth Frampton’s Eurocentric 
view of Modernism and, later, his essay 
‘Towards a Critical Regionalism’(1983), 
although this doesn’t mention Bawa. An 
insight is given into the importance of the 
White Book (1986), the first book on Bawa, in 
spreading the word about his work and kick- 
starting an architectural publishing era in

If you seek creative and historical 
context - the gossip on what made the 
master tick - this book delivers

reader on an unpredictable journey. The story 
twists and turns in a finely crafted landscape 
of image and word. It starts with a photo 
essay in Iiucuriant tropical colours, moves on 
to an acid v^Ilow introduction, followed bv a 
documentary section of black and white 
images of Bawa’s work. Another chapter is 
dedicated to facsimiles of drawings and 
sketches printed on detail paper. These evoca
tive drawings took me straight back to 
Bawa’s office, where I worked in 1983, and

River Mersey, continued from page 65 and steel; the city is hobbled by mono-culture. 
Liverpool 08 will put this right, encouraging 
the city to handle its huge cultural heritage 
with a bit more care and perspective. Hence, 
and emphatically, Wilson’s ‘Westward Ho': his 
essay is a musical memoir chat begins in 
Salford, not far from the Ship Canal, and 
continues by the River Goyt. Wilson writes a 
biography of the music that took over his life, 
stretching from West Africa to the southern

United States and back, via the great mouth 
of the River Mersey.

Did, as the tide suggests, the River Mersey 
change the world? The slave trade did. The 
globalisation of the cotton industry (fid.
Mass migration did. The Bcades were the 
biggest single element in a musical revolution 
that certairdy did. Wilson invites us to ponder 
that question. His last words in print read: 
‘How strange that my story begins in the hills

almost as manv times as Paul McCartney 
and is ageing rather better, handsomely 
portrayed here.

I guide groups of visiting architects around 
Liverpool, mainly from Scandinavia. They 
book Bcades tours and lunch at the Cavern 
and, invariably, they arc hugely disappointed. 
Liverpool and The Beatles arc like Sheffield
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Back Issues Prince Charles 
once expressed his affection 
for Ted CuUinan, the most 
recent winner of the

Tne Ayurveda Pavilions
a boutique health
retreat in Negombo,

^ Sd Lank^ designed
by Geoffrey Bawa

RIBA Gold Medal,
writes Steve Parnell
It’s hard to find somebody today who doesn’t 
have a good word to say about the latest 
RIBA Gold Medal winner, Ted CuUinan.
So I thought I would sec how he appeared in 
the journals - the cutting edge of architectural 
historiography. His first new build was his 
Uncle Herder’s house (1958-60), published 
in House £3’ Garden in May 1963. There were 
small appearances in the 1970s, particularlv 
with the Highgrove housing, but he really 
started attracting media attention around 
1983 - halfway between starting out and 
receiving his Gold medal.

In September Architectural
Review focused on Romantic Pragmatism,
'a pragmatic approach to building organisa
tion and construction, and a romantic 
sensibility'. CuUinan and MacCormac were 
put forward as the main protagonists, the 
former being described as ‘the father of a 
generation of Romantic Pragmatists’ in 
Brendan Woods’article. Both were called 
‘The English Wet Brigade'by Peter Cook.

However, Cullinan’s real media moment 
occurred in May 1984, the year of RIBA’s 
sesquicentenary. The Architectural Review 
featured the rebuilding of Barnes church and 
CuUinan had requested that Cook write the 
criticism {pictured right). Later in the issue, 
when asked the question ‘Is there a British 
tradition?’ Cook responds with ‘screw die 
English tradition’ and CuUinan with ‘I think 
tradition is an active thing’. T S Eliot could 
have almost based his 1919 essay ‘Tradition 
and the Individual Talent’on the pair.

But the real question is whether Prince 
Charles had read this issue oiArchitectural 
Review when writing his famous ‘monstrous 
carbuncle’speech for the RIBA later that 
month, claiming CuUinan to be ‘a man after 
my own heart’and not-so-subtly suggesting 
tliat Romantic Pragmatism could provide 
the alternative. Perhaps this is the reason 
that British architecture in the 1980s is now 
remembered for the High Tech movement.

Singapore. Ken Ycang famously christened 
Bawa the world’s first ‘green architect’, and 
architects in the West can learn a lot about 
climate control from their Asian counterparts.

The rest is devoted to vignettes of 
contemporary Asian architects and artists, 
a rare opportunity to sec work in Sri Lanka. 
Robson's enthusiasms shine through, 
including accounts of Amila de Mel and 
Chelvadurai Anjaiendran’s work. A sprinkling 
of that sought-after commission, the resort 
hotel, gives this section a coffee-table gloss.

If you are looking for an introduction to 
Bawa’s work alone, then seek out the earlier 
books. But if you seek creative, historical and 
political context - the gossip on what made 
the master tick, along with an introduction to 
the work of about 20 contemp>orary A-sian and 
Sri Lankan architects - this book delivers. 
Wendy de Silva is principal in both Chance 
de Silva and Dransfield Owens de Silva 
Resume: Bawa is the daddy of Sri Lankan 
architects and green building

below the moors, on the banks of the Goyt, 
with my first taste of an Industrial Revolution, 
and takes me downstream to the Irish Sea and 
to the two great progenitors of the Industry of 
Revolution that has shaped my life and, thank 
God, continues to do so’, to his last breath. ■ 
Phil Griffin is a Mancunian writer and 
broadcaster
Resume: Oh. Mersey, Mersey me. Oh, things 
ain’t what they used to be
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Critic s Choice 
Sandy Wilsons art 

collection finds an ideal 
home at the Pallant House 
Gallery, says Andrew Mead
Sandy Wilsons Pallant House Gallery at 
Chichester, designed with Long & Kentish, 
deservedly won the Gulbcnkian Prize for 
Museum of the Year in 2007. While the 
suspended ceilings for die ductwork and 
lighting arc a little overbearing, it proves a 
sympathetic setting for the new exhibition 
‘Colin St John Wilson: Collector and 
Architect’, which runs until 8 June. 'Ihis mini 
retrospective interweaves a resume ofWilson’s 
career (drawings, models, photographs) wirh 
fruits of his off-duty hours in pursuit of art,

It may come as a surprise to Icam that, 
unlike his close associate Leslie Martin, who 
collected Ben Nicholson reliefs, Wilson had 
little interest in abstraction. In the works in 
the show the figure dominates, although there 
is a highly atmospheric painting of the Thames 
Estuary by Michael Andrews, which achieves 
its effects through the liberal use of turpentine 
and ashes. But within these parameters there’s 
great variety, from the graphic simplicity and 
bold colours of Patrick Caulfield’s Vina of the 
Chimneys to the clotted paint of Frank 
Auerbach's portraits and townscapes.

A due to Wilson's collecting comes when 
jx)u spot the figures inhabiting his architectural 
drawings and recall his writings in The Other 
Tradition-, form-making was not his priority, 
Whatever reservations there may be about the 
British Library, it dignifies its users - from the 
design of the entrance door handles to the 
lighting of desks. This human dimension is 
palpable at Pallant House {fticturedbelow).

in such shows, Kevin McCloud’s brand shows 
no signs of slowing down.

At the time ot writing, this scries so far has 
included a decagonal house hidden behind a 
listed wall in Oxford, a Modernist white 
commercial cube, an ordinary home with a 
retrofitted gothic theme, a huge Scottish bam 
and a slick German prelabrication in Bath.

McCloud was recently voted the public 
figure with the biggest influence on architec
ture and it’s not difficult to understand why. 
While architects market their portfolios to 
other architects, McCloud is demonstrating 
the potential of good design to the public at 
large every week, giving them something to 
aspire to and a language to discuss it with.

A large proportion of these grand 
designers don’t employ professional help 
(or jettison their architect to cut costs).

Love it or loathe ity Grand 
Designs has changed hovo 
we look at architecture^ 
says ^teve Parnell
Grand Designs, Wednesdays at 9pm on Channel 4

Arciritccts on Wednesday evenings can no 
doubt be found sucking teeth, biting thumbs 
and turning up their noses while shouting free 
advice at the screen. Grand Designs^ the highly 
successful programme that architects love to 
hate, is in the middle of its eighth series and, 
unlike the housing market that fuels interest
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Left Tim and Zoe Below A £950,000
Bawtree jettisoned their Decagon House in Oxford

Bottom The Lime Kilnarchitect to build The
Underground House House, Midlothian

5^thingstodothisweek

1 Underfund: Londons flidden Infrastructure 
Experience the capitaJ’s subterranean 
networks, such as the pipe subway under 
Rosebery Avenue {picturedbetoiu).
Opens 28 February at The Buildtng Centre 
www.buildingcentre.co.uk

2 Stran^clv Familiar
Leeds photographer Peter Mitchell and Swiss 
photographer Eric Jaquier have documented 
their cities from 1960 to the present.
Opens March 1 at the PSL, Leeds 
www.projectspaceleeds.org.uk

3 The Shell Guides: Surrealism,

Modernism, Tourism
Discover the history of these iconic guides 
to Britain, from the 1930s-1980s.
Opens 4 March at the Museum of Domestic 
Design & Architecture, Barnet 
www.modamdx.ac.uk

4Artful Practice

Glimpse the architectural drawings of 
Richard Norman Shaw (1831-1912).
23 February-25 May in the Tennant Room.
Royal Academy of Arts, London 
www.royalacademy.org,uk

5Jun Nguxen-Hatsushiha 

Watch the films of Vietnam-based artist 
Jun Nguyen-Hatsushiba and visit his 
installation. The Glohe Project.
23 February-1 June at Manchester Art Gallery 
www.manchestergaileries.org

When the grand designers choose to go it 
alone, McCloud smiles knowingly like a 
crocodile at the Masai Mara, anticipating that 
there’s a good TV meal to be had. The best 
programmes arc where the grand designers 
with buckets of money arrogantly try to 
design and build everything, and get into a 
royal mess; or those with little money inspire 
us with their determination to pull it off.

Successful commercial architect Martin 
Pease, of Atkins, was neither of these and 
the programme featuring his perfect‘Bristol 
Sugar Cube’was the most disappointing - not 
because of the architecture, but because of his 
team’s sheer competence. The concrete pad 
was cast to within a miUimetre. the prefabri
cated units slotted precisely into place and 
the house came in on time and on budget, 
denying us McCloud’s trademark ‘it was a

million-to-onc shot, but thev }ust about 
pulled it ofF moment at the end of the show.

Tic houses on Grand Designs are often 
like a Belgian exchange student wlio has 
learned her English from Britnev Spears 
songs; plenty of well-known mispronounced 
cliches, but no real comprehension of an 
underlying meaning, Tlicre's a pernicious 
vocabulary that masquerades as design - the 
‘injected’ colour, the ‘inside-outside’ lifestyle, 
the ‘hovering’ stairs and ‘floating’ roof Images 
of these buildings often end up in McCloud’s 
Grand Designs magazine, influencing fiiture 
generations of grand designers. This is not 
an architect’s architecture, hut who can deny 
anyone building their dream?
Resume: What hurts more - the cringe- 
worthy architecture, or the fact that the public 
is still loving every' minute of it?

UJ

s
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Get Ready!
Awards entries open 15 April 2008 *

Entries deadline 20 June 2008 
Shortlisting July 2008 
Live judging at the Festival

96 building types 
in 16 categories:
Civic
Culture
Energy, Waste &
recycling
Health
Holiday
Home
Learning
Nature
New and Old
Office
Pleasure
Production
Religion &
Contemplation
Shopping
Sport
Transport

Judges
include:World

Architecture
Festival

WIN Alsop 
Cecil Balmond 
Stefan Behnisch 
Richard Burdett 
Sir Peter Cook 
John Denton 
Mark Dythom 
Lord (Nonnan) Foster 
Mosstmiliano Fuksos 
Nabil Gholam 
Zoha Hodid 
Margret Hor&arddttir 
Frartdne Houben 
Christoph Irtgenhoven 
Chories Jencks 
Eva Jiricno
Fron^ise-Helene Jourdo
Hanif Kara
Christopher Kelly
Luis AtensUla
Richard Meier
Kim Herforlh Nielsen
Shone OH'oole
Lee Polisano
Raj Revral
Fatih RHki
Michel Rojkind
Robert Stem
Niels Torp
CertWingdrdh
Ken Yeong

Partner sponsors

ARUP 0AV1S LANGDON

Category sponsors

BtfOHvpcU

worldarchitecturefestival.com
yipiUOITtCTUHf 

UISTMLUR^VlEVi^Arquine PROJETOMedia partners

ARCHITEKTL^
ARKITEKTEN

ARQ•dio*or>«e *
ikTM«ARCHITECT5NEWSPAPER

Ra ABSTRACT arkftekturARKITEKTUR N architecturef.’ architectetn)



TnKARCIIITECTS’JOURNAI- 
EMAP I’OMMUNJCA'I’IONS 

GREATER LONDON I lOUSE 
HAMPSTEAD ROAD 

LONDON NW1 7KI

John enquirio
Johanna Morris 020 7728 3823 
Johanna.morris^i’emap.cotii 
WWW,architectsjnurnal.co.uk

DeaJlinea
Bo<^ngs/copy Spin Moniiay 
Artwork 12pin Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Friday

Display advertising 
020 rh% 4SS8 

Rcmiitincnt advertising 
020 7728 3823 
Advotiaiflg &x number
020 7728 3888

IPRINCIPAL CONSULTANTAECHNICAL DIRECTOR
REFURBISHMENT AND REGENERATION CENTRE. HOUSING GROUP, BRE 
AHRAaiVE SALARY PACKAGE AND BENEFITS

you up for the diallenge?
The BRE Refuittshment and Regeneration Centre 
is expanding to delivet the evet increasing need 
to pnoi^ solutions kx the impfovement of 
existing housmg stock. The leWxshment arena 

holds immense dnaXenges for all ^eciaksts in 
the construction field BRE is seekng K) 
meet these challenges with a pragmatic and 
demonstrable approadi.

We are loobng for a techneal leader vrfoo will 
help grow and develop our team cil consiAants 
and assist with the deWeiy of lefubishment 
pmjects from inc^ition through to completion.
We want to recruit a person with the experience 
aid capabiEty to work wrth our Associate 
Director to leal a special pioneering team that 
has been created to meet the new challen^ of 
the Sustainable Refurbishmeit Agenda. Perhaps 
already working within the reforbishment field, 
you will be aware that your skis, knowledge and 
experience wl provide an invaluable contribiiion 

to team expertise.

Based at out office in Watford, you will be 
required to lead and manage flagship and 
proneering refurbishment protects for the BRE 
within pu^ and private secta organisations.

Projects indude the provision of advice and 
reporting on flagship initiatives and the 
development and buUd out of exemplar case 
studies within the sector. You wi be able to work 
towards developing the future strategic direction

KOItl- K I I) \ V I h s JOII S I- V I 1 I Ml 1 I I)
Chartered Architectsof guidance for the refurbishment sector and 

you will be involved in presenting BRE findings to 
our numwxis and varied constaiaion industry 
stakeholders.

Knowledge of the technical aspects of 
lefurbi^iment is desuable. A relevant quairfication 
is preferable, however, relevam demonstrable 
expenence wl betaken into account, This post is 
particutaify relevant to private and public sector 
renewal and refuibishment. As an individual, you 
wil have an impressive back lecord in managing 
the defcwy of investmem projects and possess 
strong prt^ management and communication

Dislan Architect

Rare c^Tportunity for experienced archrtect seeking a pivcMal role in our 
successful practice with a variety of ongoing projects and an 

established client in all sectors 
The right candidate must be motivated, enthusiasbe and creative

Interested? If so. please send your CV to

Lawford House. Leacroft, Staines. Middx. TW18 ANN 
Email intofgrdiwttd.com

skis

Ths Is a challenc^ role and a umqua opportunity 
to work in a complex and dynamic environment 
where you will be able to affea and efoseminate 
lelevant best practice the whole 
roforbishmenf «ctor. BRE is a feadng research, 
consultancy, baining. testing aid certification 
organisation, defiveting sustamabity and 
innovation across the butt enveonment. Please 
visit www.bre.co.uk for more information.

□HalsailLloyd
Partnership Ardwemrt UwilCI^ AlTtt<l8CtUW 

l>ref«a MAflAgemwM Cf«phK DB««n
imiku Dwigw

ErfliustasSc Des^ieisTecfinalQglstB f«Mred ^ a bu^. 9WVI) wrning 
pracSca t> work on praiBcS sud)« meMarpkmig, 
education, health, lanAcape and urban design, conaervanon.Pro(faBncy 
in Ardilcad'AutDcad'Skelch Up or sMar 30 package is preferred.

Architects (2-5 years experience).

Uverpod & NoWngham
Part II and III Assistant Landscape Architects, 

Uverpool & Nottingham 
Architectural Assistant! Part I and II,

Liverpool. Nottingham. & Preston 
Architectural Assistant Part I,

Newcastle

Interested?
Flease send you CV and covering letter, preferably 
via e-mail to: Mabel Udoh, udohm@bre.co.uk 
BRE, Sucknafe Lane, Garston, Watford, Herts. 
WD259XX
Dosing Date: Friday 14th March 2008 

The BRE Group is an equal oppolunities emptoyei

Please GoniBct CWre HstriB. 
Deputy PiscUce Menager, 
Halsall Lloyd Partnership 
ee Oiice Street. Liverpoal LI SAG 
Tel; (0151) 706 6M4 
E. efe Ire .hams  ̂Ipdestgn. com

HLPIsanEpualOppoituNbes 
Empfoyer A an invsafeir In 

PeapWwww.bre.co.uk
CAD MANAGER

ERICSSON We are looking for a CAO man^r for our London Studio.
Ttw role requires orpert knowledge of the latest versons of Microstabon. Krwwteoge of ottier 
CM) and modeliing software would be a benefit including SketchUp. 3ds Max, Cinema 40. 
Rtiino and Form-Z.

Architects

The CandktBle will have a keen interest m both 2D and 30 applications of CAO n the desipri 
and construction of buildings. The CAD Manager will also be required to imolement 
document control procedures for architects using Mb-based systems.

Ericsson Architects is a busy, well-established practice involved in exacting 

and continually developing large scale, high quality retail projects (www. 

ericsson-architects.co.uk). Due to our continuing success and busy 

workload, we consequently require the following:-

Haworth
Tompkins

For further details emalh 
maryiB.johnsonOhaworthlompiuns.com

Project Architects
The successful candidates will be self motivated, enjoy working within a 

team, have extensive project-running experience and be comfomble as a 

lead desi^er within large design teams.They will have good organisational 
skills combined with excellent CAD (AutoCAD or MicroGDS) abilities. 

CAD Technicians
The successful candidates will enjoy working as a part of a team and be 

experienced in the efficient production of specifications and technical 

information using AutoCAD or MicroGDS.

Hawotn locnplun* Ban aguM oPOMunlttw •mpHW' 
www.he«>erthtonipkins.con»

ARCHITECT
Ambitious Architect wanted to join vibrant, multi-discipline, leisure 
design practice based in Warwickshire. Great rewards (50k plus) and 
even greater prospects. A genuine opportunity to join a successful 
business and take It, and your career, to the next level. If you are 
Interested or would like to discuss the opportunity, 
please send CV and samples of your work to PO BOX 3237

CV and relevant project experience details should be emailed to 

Kachy@architect I .demon.co.uk

AJ Recruitmer}t 
Greater London House 

Hampstead Road 
London NWl 7£Jwww.architectsjournal.co.uk/jobs
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South Oxfordshire
www.centurion4jobs.com

Project Managers
Oxford / Milton Keynes / C - London / West Country 

Comprehensive and Very Competitive Remuneration Pack

DIs^ Council

LiMHHng Learning Uadin;
PPf ages £££
A truly wortO-ciass & global company specialisir>g m tha management and consultancy of 
complex & large-scale prt^ects. With their continuing success & long term goals they are 
new looking lor client s^de Pr^ect Managers of aH levels to be mvokred & to play keys roles 
on a variety of major, high profile schemes. Including Regeneration. Mixed use, Residential, 
Industrial & Banking A proven track record In a similar role, & expenence in protects of high

Ref: 9705 (Mark!

Tender opportunity: Provision of masterplanning services for 
Didcot Town Centre expansion

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) is seeking to capitalise on 
the success of recent development in Didcot town centre by promoting 
further phases of development. To this end. it is working with its preferred 
development partner Hammerson Pic and inviting tender submissions from 
suitably qualified consultants for the preparation of a master plan for the 
next phase of town centre development.

Didcot is growing quickly. A thriving community of around 25.000 people is 
expected to double in size as around 8,800 new homes are built by 2026.

With a proven track record in masterplanning, urban design and retail led 
regeneration, the successful town centre consultant will deliver an exciting 
and innovative master plan that meets the needs of the town's growing 
population and reflects the communities’ and council's aspirations for 
Didcot.

value would be advantageous

Architects, Assistants, Technicians Milton Keynes c£26k - £44k Bens
11118 Is a uniQue opponunity to join Building Awards 2007 'Architectural Practice of the 
Year’. Ytxi wtll be working on residential, health care, education & mixed-use projects. 
1hey place great emphasis on teamwork, innovation & shared »iccess within a friendly 
and attractive working environment. If you are passionate about creating excellent traces 
& buildIngB. interested in a new challenge or feel that you are not currently reaching your 
full potentlaJ then they would like to hear from you. Reh 3703 (Philip)

Interior Designer & Associate Covent Garden CExcellent Package
With vast & sound expenence in the Commercial & Leisure sectors, you will have a solid 
interior background, showing natural creativity, coupled with the extensive leadership 
knowledge required to become a key Associate member within this internationally

Rah L534 (Hannah)

Associate Architect Guiktford Top Salary & Excellent Bens Package
Regularly listed In the top 20 of the UK’s top 100 practices, this global practice has worked 
on some of the UK's largest projects. Having recently secured a wide range of exerting & 
high profile protects in the residential, commercial & public sectors they are cunently looking 
for a creative, talented & design orientated Architect to |oin them whh endless scope for

Reh 3701 (Philip)

Interior Designers - All Levels Oxford Circtis £30k - £45k ** 
Creatively driven & commercially aware Internationa practice, with a great reputation 
for sustawiaUe buildings & bespoke designs, m varying projects of size & complexity, 
(designers are now required, from Mid-weight to Associate level. Your experience must 
show a proven track record within the hotel sector, providing strong & creative knowledge 
within this division. Ref. LS31 (Hatmahl

renowned, award winning London based practice.

progression & career development.

If you are interested in this opportunity please download an information 
pack from our website www.southoxon.gov.uk/adverts or contact:

Kate Franklin
South Oxfordshire District Council
Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford. Wallingford,
Oxfordshire, 0X10 8NL
Tel: 01491 823702 E-mail: kate.franklln@$outhoxon.gov.uk 

Completed tenders must be returned by 12 noon on 31 March 2008

Assistants&Technicians Southampton/Fareham TopSalary&HourtyRates
This highly respected practise is now looking for Assistants & Technicians with 3 • & years 
experience to join them. A Conservation or Historic background wouid be an ad’vantage 
along with good design skills & ideas. The work will be varied consisting of conservation 
schemes, histone, multl-stoiy. commercial & residential projects. Ref; 3702 (PMIIp))

Tel: 01323 749200
jObsOcenturion-recruitment.com

Urban Design Professionals
LONDON SOUTH BANK 
UNIVERSITYEdinburgh Office

Barton WNtmore, one of the largest Architectural, Town Planning 
and Design Practices in the UK require creative Urban Designers to 
join our expanding team in our Edinburgh office. Department of Architecture & Design

We require talented and experienced Urban Design professlundls
at all levels InJuJiny Ijibaii Dtsbiynerb and senior urban Designers. 
You will be working on a range of major projects from conception 
through to implementation. You must have excellent graphics and 
writing skills. All candidates should be qualified and have a 
degree or post graduate qualification in Urban Design.

Professional Practice RIBA Part 3

Short Course leading to the Final Examination 
and Registration

This popular and highly successful short course, 
directed by John Howe RIBA, is a 12-week evening 
lecture series starting on 5 March 2008 and leads to 
the final examination and exemption from RIBA Part 3. 
The exam takes place in Jan/Peb 2009.

Enrolment is on 5 February 2008 (2pm in T318, Tower 
Block, Borough Road, London SEl).

There will be a second intake in September 2008 
with examination in May/June 2009.

For full information and to apply please visit our 
website or call course enquiries on 020 7815 7815.

Attractive and comprehensive packages are available 
for successful candidates. Please send your CV 
outlining your skilis and salary expectations to:

Philip Clarke, Partner, Barton Wiltmore,

12 Alva Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4CJG 

or email phitip.clarl(eiSibartDnw(llmcKe.co.uk
BARTON

WILLMORE
Planning • Design • Delivery

PLEASE MENTION AJ WHEN REPLYING TO A 
JOB IN THIS SECTION

Become what you want to be www.lsbu.ac.uk
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J & L GIBBONS LLP ARCHITECTURAL VISUALISER
Requited in London Office for projects 
in Serbia. Croatia. UK. Degree in 
Architecture requked. Must be fluent 
in Serbo<Jroat with profictertcy in PCI 
Apple Mac, VW12, A^jtoCad, Studio Max, 
Sketch-Up, Photoshop, MS Office.
Duties: • translation of drawings, 
conversations & text between English 
and Serbo-Croat. • receiving/ translating 
IT data in software from Serbia/ Croatia 
and reformatting drawings to suitable UK 
equivalent. ■ liaison with off shore based 
technical teems. • creation of 2D & 30 
drawings.
Salary £24k p.a., Inquiry deadline 
29.02.08, Write with A3 examples of work 
to: Volume 3 Lid 195 Queens Crescent 
London NWS 4DS

NET
We are seeking Members of the Landscape Institute or equivalent, 
to work with us on our exciting portfolio of urban design and 
landscape projects. Applicants must be creative and experienced 
at all design stages including contract administration. Proficiency in 
AutoCAD, Adobe Creative Suite and Microsoft Office required.
J & L Gibbons LLP is an equal opportunity employer.

DIRECTORY

Architects - online.co.uk
the world's tedding erchitecturai )ot site

Please send a cv and examples of work to:

ochcm Rea Keeble
J & L Gibbons LLP
Studio A, 22 Aubert Park
London N5 ITU
www.jlg-london.com
Closing date: 23rd March 2008

www.adrem.uk.com

-J
WWW.amsQ.co.uk

barkerross co ul-
,.«• -<iaHoiit««aiiili

0115 948 3757

WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S OFFICEI
Finance & Asset Management
Following a comprehensive review of the Council's Asset Management Arrangements an innovative approach has been 
developed to drive forward a long term Asset Management Strategy. As part of this, new management level posts covering 
Asset Improvement and Asset Management have been created and will play a key role in developing the strategy and 
ensuring the effective and efficient management of our existing assets and delivery of our £100m capital programme.

Asset Improvement Manager
£49,013 - £53,599
Location: Lugar (Relocating to Kilmarnock in the next 18 months)
You will be responsible for developing, managing and ensuring the effective provision of the full range of Asset 
Improvement Services, assuming overall responsibility for the planning, programming, co-ordirration and financiaJ 
monitoring of the Councif's property related capital and maintenarKe programmes. You wilt possess a professional 
qualification in Architecture. Surveying or Engineering and be a full member of a relevant professional body. In addition 
you will have expenence of the management and leadership of a multi-disciplinary organisation together with sound 
knowledge of public sector operations and procedures together with experience of change management.

Project Delivery Manager (2 posts)
£41,005 • £44,171
Location: Lugar (Relocating to Kilmarnock in the next 18 months)
You will suppOTt the Asset Improvement Manager by assuming responsibility for leading and managing a mutti-dlscipllnary 
project unit responsible for the delivery of part of the Council's property refated capital and maintenance programmes.
You will have full membership of an appropriate professional construction related body together with substarttial post 
qualification experience at a senior level on projects involving complex issues and a range of building types.

www.d^eciv\ce.co.uk

faststream■ ■ athnctml merutmcrc I ■
www.fQ8tttreofn.co.uk/Ql EA/1.1/29

www.rdrecruitment.ce.uk

OtckllxWfl Wwancwt W H

!!!SIVwww.siv.co.uk
EA/1.1/28

solution
solutionrecruitment.com

For Advertising Full information - including a detailed job outline - is available to view on our 
award-winning website.
You can apply online or telephone us on 01563 576553.
Closing date: 14 March 2008 
An equal opportun/tres employer

Enquiries

Please Contact:
www.east-ayrshira.gov.uk '7:'L .. *s

Senan Shamkhi
k

ARCHITECTS020 7728 3827

I Over 100 vacancies for Architects, Technologists, Technicians, Part 1 & 2 & Interior Design |
Email:

Plan your next career move, simply visit our web site for a flavour of our exciting and 
financially rewarding vacancies, or contact us for a discussion in complete confidence.

James Greenway & Rory Kroon - Consultants 
0113 245 8468 www.linearrecruitment.co.uk

senan.shamkhi^

cmap.com Linear Recruitment-
1
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Book now to secure your place - over 130 delegates already registered!

THE SPACE BETWEEN:

LANDSCAPE AND THE 
CONTEMPORARY CITY
Tuesday 16 March 2008, Royal College of Physicians, London NW i

The 7th annual AR conference will explore new ideas 
about city landscapes and the‘spaces in between’. 
Attend this event to refresh your approach to urban 
landscape design, discuss current projects and meet 
with leading figures from the architectural community.

Featured speakers include:

Prof Peter Latz 
Partner

LATZ + PARTNER

Lars Gemzoe 
Associate Partner
GEHL ARCHITECTS

Andrew Grant
Director
Grant Associates

Eelco Hooftman
Founding Partner 
GROSS. MAX.

For more infontiation and to register visit:
www.arcitylandscapes.co.uk
Tel UK: 0845 056 8069
Tel International: +44 (0) 20 7554 6816
Emaili'lfifeslructconferencest&emap.com

Sponsored by:

Cf'DEDAW AECOM CERTIFIED



-------------------------------------------------------------- ■
• Australian Architectural practice seek UK/Irish talent' :
• Prepared to sponsor talented architects and technicians
• UK interviews conducted during March/ April Biji

Tl

designing 
buildings in m

with an abundance of fresh ideas and a 
dedication to the pursuit of Mallence 
and are ffytnerover to conduct interviews '
across the UK and Mand dunng March/ 
April. As required. Metier 3 will sponsor 
successful candidates and organise 
upfront relocation costs within the 
salary packaga&^ffered. What coutd 
be easier? Interview slots will be in high 
demand and cmty 20 vacanaaa eaiit so 
email your cv without

Judd Fvns consultants are expeeenced 
in intematlonal tn 
to advise you on any 
have. For an mfsrmal discussion piease 
call Leo Gee (0207) 7494 2555 or email . 
metier3Q]uddfarns.cam.au

Melbourne's cafe culture, relaxed 
atmosphere and passion for the finer 
things in-irfe make it a natuai destirtation 
for design-orientated professionais like 
you. Combine this with the lifestyle, 
beaches and hot weather of Australia 
and you have a genuine life changing 
opportunity.

Metier 3 (Metier3.com.au) are a leading 
Melboume architectural design practice 
whose dedication to the creation of 
extraordinary sustainable architecture 
sees them continue to be awarded some 
of Ausfralia’s most sou^ after and 
Iconic protects.

Pushing the boundaries of innovation, 
knowledge and creativity ensures Metier 
3 remain one of Australia's cutting edge 
design practices.

Meber 3 are currently looking to recrmt 
tatorrted architects teehnicians from 
the UK and Ireland, unique individuals

the '■■-r 4

UJ ace happy
may

ludd Farris
Bimtnlgreppti,

SENIOR & PRINCIPAL CONSULTANTS
HOUSING INNOVATION AND CONSTRUCTION CENTRE, 8RE 
AHRACTIVE SALARY PACKAGE AND BENEFITS

Are you up for the challenge?
The Housing Innovation and Construction Centre is expanding like never before. With it 
comes immense chalenges for specialisis in the construction field. We are looking to 
grow our team of consultants. Our objective s to recruit building surveyors, architects, 
builders. Engineers (Civil, Manufaauring and Structural) arid Project Managers to handle 
flagship projects within the business. As someone in this field, your skills, knowledge and 
experience wll be valuable.

A Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects

bespc^e
Cool
A preyooilwi procBco In iCI whoto portfeto rongoi tam highipoc iwMotNid & 
•ducoHon tch«nw l« AooMa trarapeit nftiBlnichjfmi looUn0 to appoint on 
aa^wfiaiKod AicMtocl to Wko on the rot* of Oastpn Monogor SuceoMtuI opyttcont* 
miMt how groat projoet menogomont & co-ordioottoo skNb & onfoy working on iNo 
oi wo> ot it> tho ofHco. Ptovtou* trontportotion oxportonco would bo an odvontogo 
Thd It a uniquo opportunity to uto your oxporflM A work ciotoly with o hlgh-profllo 
cfont a tho conlmctor! MkrottoHon prolonod

CSO.OOO-- f,, bon.— •Based at our office in Watford, you wil be required to develop and manage presets 
for blue chip companies, work on specialised projects for government and private 
organisations. The type of projects include advising ckents on flagship projects, monitor 
and measure the impact of innovation in the construction industry and produce viable 
solutions for delivering the Code for Sustainable Homes.

Some knowledge of technical aspects of buddings in use or under construaion 
is desirable. You will be organise and have projec management skills as this is a 
challenging role. This is a unique oppwtunity for a mutti-stoled typed role. You will work 
on challenging projects for clients which include Marks & Spencers, Taylor Wimpey, 
Barratts and Microsoft. Your enthusiasm and knovirtedge will be stretched and developed 
every day, BRE is a leading resewch, consultancy, training, testing and certification 
organisation, delivering sustainability and innovation aaoss the built environment. Piease 
visit www.bre.co.id( for more information.

. '............................ 'inding pnicHRt e40.000-t45.00n .
A (ontofttc Itoni of 20 boMd elOM to tbwor Onttg* on looking to oppoM on 
Architoetto join thotr highly crootlvo spocloHsttaom. Cunwilly thoy art working on o 
numbor oI luxury 5' hotel lehomot In London & Edinburgh wMi a £40 million 
contract vokro. Succottfiri candldatw must hovo groat manogomont skills & a good 
knowlodgo ot construction A UK bukdeig logulatlont. Tho rolo would suit somoono 
who onjoys taking lots of rooponslbiliiy. An oxeoRortt opportunity to join a dtsign 
fecund preekeo wHh a groat working onvironmonti MIcroficmon/AuioCAO

bonttii'.

. ..'-^'•i}U*on>e40,000-e4S.000pa r bonolHs 
A widely published seoeblo procHee of 70 near Worron Street ore looking to oppeint 
a LandKopo ArehHoct with on kitoiosl ki sustamabWly A oeology to toko 
fosponsMWy for tototol high-proMo maslorpicirwilno. lognoiullun A losidonllal 
tchomoo In ttw UK A abroad. Succowlul candidotos must bo copoblo of rxrnning 
proloctt A monoging Moms, tko'dom oxporlorKo in o nwW-dltcipInafy eompony 
would bo on odvonlDgo This b o loniBstIc opportunHy to goin h«idi on taporionce!

To view 0 comprehensivt list of voconcici & to regldter with us pieos* 
visit www.bes^kecaraors.com or coH us on 0207 24 24 909.

Interested?
Please send your CV and covering letter, preferably via e-mail to: Mabel Udoh, 
udohm@bre.co.uk BRE, Bucknalls Lane, Garston, Watford, Herts, V^2S 9XX 
Closing Date: 14th March 2008 
The 6RE Group is an equal opportunities employer

www.bre.co.uk
AJ 28.02.08 75



RECRUITING? CALL US ON 020 7728 3828

Glass ceiling?
Better career prospects to be found on the Industry's 
original job board careersinconstruction.com

careersin construction



Clti'-Kificd en<|uirici>
Ahi Reed
T 020 7728 455.^ F 020 7'?91 3435 
E ibifcailreedCH’emip.com

THF.ARCHITFCTSJOURNAL 
t2VI AP COMNfl rNlCATKlNS 

GREATER I.ONDON HOUSE 
MAMl’STEAI>ROAD 

LONDON NWl 7EJClassified
3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

RiKceui-

T: +44 (0) 870 990 5279 E: info^pjkcells.co.iiR W: www.pikcells.co.uk

thorp ft
-SSi

»■
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To advertise here please contact Abi Reed on

T:020 7728 4553 
F; 020 7391 3435 

E: abigait.reed@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

Sussex Modelmakers

K's wir 21st year of providiag 

quailty arcliHtctural models nationwide
www.architectsjournal.co.uk

02392 474100 peler^xmod.co.uk 

17, Manor Close, Havant P021 SSF
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Model makers

g^BER

OFLIC^ MODELS
We are now in our cool new 
studio.
7a Macclesfield Road 
London
EClV 8AH

Architectural Models 
Product Models
30 Visualisatio
riy-th roughs 020 7324 9830

www.flicmodels.co.uk
ns

PIPERS
fooks PIPERS

CONCEPT, PLANNING

CONUrS ^°°£LWAMNG CONTACT STEPHEN FOOKS

PIPERS FOOKS LTD
onit ?, capel close
ASHFORD. KENT TN23

01233 63 68 66
^UOtOePIPER&FQOKs COM
V^.WPIESFOOKS COM

& marketing

NESD5.
CONCEPT, PLANNING

PIPERS MODELS LTD
®fVENDEN STREET 

LONDON NI 6BH

020 7250 0530
^Pioopieees.co yiJ*
'^'WWPIPIRS.CO.UK

8 MARKETING

leacon rd.
4GV
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SURVEYORS

Michael Gallie 
& PartnersI

Land and ArcNtectural Surveyors 
FKSTCKXXFORALL YOURSIM/ErNmie

Topographical Surveys 
MeEisured Building Surveys 
Underground Utility Surveys 
Photogrammetry 
GPS Control Surveys 
Engjneermg/Setting Out Suveys 
River & Railway Surveys 
Boundary Disputes 
National Grid Qualified Staff 
AutoCAD Office Services

SURVEYS
CHARTERED MEASURED 
BUILDING SURVEYORS

FOR A RELIABLE SERVICE 
AND ACCURATE SURVEYS

Chartered Measured Building Surveyors
1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street, London SEl 2BB 
©:020-7394-1111 ©:020-7394-2499

THE ONLY PROFESSIONAL SURVEY 
PRACTICE SPECIALISING IN 
MEASURED BUILDING SURVEY FOR 
OVER® YEARS

Services Indude;

BI Topographical Surveys 

0 Floor Plarts 

0 Elevations 

0 Sections 

0 Area Reports 

0 Lease Plans 

0 3D Surveys

KingsLand Surveyors Limited 
The Coach House, 24 Bndge Street 

Leatherhead. Surrey KT22 8BZ 
Tel: 01372 362059 Fax; 01372 363059 

E;mail; mail@kingslandsurveyDrs.co.uk 
Web: www.kingsland3urvevors.co.uk

RICS

ngmsurveys. co. uk
mail®ngmsui\eys. co. uk

(D:enquiry@michalgallie.co.uk (w):www.michaelgallie,co.uk RICS

South 
Pound Cottage, 
Old Memw St., 

Gulierord GU4 7AY.

3 Galena Road. 
Hammersmrth, Lorxlon.

W6 0LT 
Tel: 02087414699 
Fax: 020 B741 6442 

email: ntodmetioplans.cam 
www.metroplarw.com

Midlands
S Williamson Ct,

2 foundry St 
Worcester WRl 26J

Land & Measured Building Surveys 
EstaOisriea over U years

■ Measured Building Surveys
■ Setting Out
■ Topographical Surveys
■ GPS Surveys

T. 01483 854 740T. 01905 233 81 
F. 01905 234 03 Metro Plans

apr serviceslandTbuildings and 3d laser scanning 
mail@aprservtces net 
WWW aprservices net 
tel 020 8447 8255

measured land and building surveys

|iMiiini|iiiiiiin|iiiiiMii|iiimiii|iimiiM|

the true measure of excellence
pointoofs4rhino 
drawing from ckxrds 
with the power of rhino

e info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.uk

t 020 8543 8884% POINTOOLS VIEW
pointctoud & model viewer www.pointoola.com f 020 8543 6664

Bhixty
'^^isurcment

LAND a MEASURED BUILDING SURVEYS 
UNDERTAKEN THROUGHOUT 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
AND EUROPERICS

IT FEATURE
3RD APRIL 

SPECIAL FEATURE IN THE 
CLASSIFIED PAGES

1.020 7637 2930 f. 020 7637 2931
www.3sixtymeasufement.co.uk 

a. Southbank House. Black Prince Road, London SEl 7SJ
c. tnfoe3sixtynieasurement.co.uk

It! .i',r.|rJA"i■ ■:i '.Kl ‘I

TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS OR IT PRODUCT 

CALLABION 
020 7728 4553

THE UK’S ONLY 
100%
FULLY PAID FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL WEEKLY
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ProductsRespond 10 these panels at W'WW.ARCHITECTbJOURNAL.CO.l'K 
Readers may also obtain mtbrmation about these pniducts by iillinj; in 
the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. Advertisers wishing to promote 
their products on these pages should connact Abigail Reed on 020 7728 4553.

STOAKES SYSTEMS AJ ENQUIRY202 
Kaiwall i$ the most highly insulating 
diffuse light-transmitting system 
around. It offers better insulation 
than a solid roof or wall, with a 
U value of 0.28 W/m^ K. Its strength 
derives from the world’s lightest 
and best insulating solid, Nanogel 
Aerogel, which is embedded 
within its translucent panels.
Visit www.stoakes.co.uk

AJ ENQUIRY201 
6eze, the UK's leading manufacturer 
of door and window control systems, 
is launching two stainless-steel, 
space-saving glass door systems. 
The Geolan is a floor-mounted 
system that allows architects to 
specify sliding doors and the 
Aerolan is a minimalist version Wiat 
supports suspended glass doors. 
Visit www.geze-uk.com

FREEFOAM PLASTICS AJ ENQUIRY204 
Freefoam Plastics has launched a 
website to provide comprehensive 
information on its new product 
Edenex, a wood plastic composite 
that is available as a decking system. 
It combines the natural look of 
wood with the flexibility of PVC to 
create a low-maintenance and 
durable system, ideal for a busy 
lifestyle, Visit www.edenex.net

AJ ENQUIRY 203
Schuco is expanding its aluminium 
window range with the AWS 105 
CC.HI, a specialist window designed 
for schools for the hard of hearing 
and buildings affected by noise 
pollution. H delivers high levels of 
sound reduction {up to 48 dB) 
and thermal insulation ('U' value 
1,6 W/m^ K for a 1.2m^ window). 
Visit www.schueco.co.uk

SCHUCO
S EDENEX

niTXJuction

EUROCLAD AJ ENQUIRY206 
Euroclad’s Linear rainscreen cladding 
has added a striking finish to Dundee 
University’s Institute of Sport and 
Exercise The system is easy to 
install, with a series of cassette 
panels fixed to vertical support rails. 
Once in place, it has a rigid and flat 
appearance as a result of its metal 
composite materials.
Visit www.euroclad-facades.co.uk

AJ ENQUIRY 205 
Hormann timber Nordic pine 
sectional doors have been used 
to seal off the flamingo shelter at 
Chester Zoo. The doors are made 
of timber from sustainable sources 
and pre-treated at factory stage to 
protect them against insect and 
fungal attacks, and adverse weather 
conditions. For more information, 
telephone 0800 083 7216,

HORMANN

AJ ENQUIRY208 
Ultracrete Envirobed HA104 is a 
new cement-based alternative to 
resin-based bedding mortars, and 
has full BBA/HAPAS approval 
as part of Instarmac’s Ironwork 
Reinstatement System. The 
environmentally friendly product 
is bagged, removing the cost of 
hazardous waste disposal. Email 
envirobed@instarmac.co.uk

ASH AND LACY AJ ENQUIRY207 
The new roof of Celtic PC's training 
academy in Lennoxtown has 
4,000m^ of Ash & Lacy Ashzip 
standing seam, with Ashfab 
febrications for the perimeter detail. 
The Ashzip sheets are rolled out in 
long, continuous lengths, leading to 
fewer junctions, and so improving 
weather resistance.
Visit www.a5handlacy.com

INSTARMAC



Backftige

Ian Martin. An odyssey 
of epic space, from Los 
Gherkinos to Turdina Plaza
AIONDAY. Email from Raul Cascros
office. Any thought!, on how to rc-environ- 
mentalisc Cuba? Later. Today, I’m turning 
low-grade peripheral land into a cash machine 
by creating a PFI hospital car park.

TUESDAY. Right. Cuba. Summary: 
now Fidel’s spending more time with his 
imaginary friends at a private nursing home 
in Cienfuegos, the New Urbanistas want the 
usual Fairtrade, low-carbon, eco-freako 
makeover, with tourism.

I email back some suggestions. Promote 
Havana as a premier smoking destination bv 
commissioning a series of cigar-shaped icons 
(Los Gherkinos). Get Oscar Niemeycr to 
masterplan a new city with cultural and seicual 
quarters, and loads of concrete. Slap a 
Compulsory Purchase Order on Guantanamo 
Bay and convert it into an upmarket gated 
holidav camp. Nurture diverse communities 
by building ‘Titan' prisons for domestic 
political prisoners. Revolutionary nightclubs 
with socialist chillout areas.

about 20 of us on chairs, in a pert'eci circle. To 
my left is Sarah. To my right is the idiot 
Darcy Farquear’say, my so-called friend and 
'sponsor'.

Everyone here at Archiholics Anonymous 
(Hoxton and Digital Media Branch) is keen 
to share their pain, for hours, including a 
break for 'veggie dips’ and celery. The pain is 
tea-sed out in detailed accounts of addiction, 
often with sketches to be passed round. All 
addicts are tragically boring, and this lot arc 
particularly tragic. You’d be better off popping 
some jaunty hats on the dry-rot-fruiting 
bodies upstairs and having a conversation 
with THEM.

*I wasn’t even interested in architecture a.s a 
teenager’ mewls Sarah. ‘AH my friends would 
be out on the lash, lurching from one historic 
pub to another, knocking back glimpse after 
glimpse of sash windows and Arts and Crafts 
corbelling. I was happy to stay in my bedroom 
with my solitary drinking and the crack pipe. 
Then one night there was a programme on 
Channel 4 about landmark buildings. Richard 
Rogers was being interviewed going up the 
escalators at the Pompidou. 1 le was facing 
backwards, so he’d start glancing nervously 
over his shoulder as he got nearer the top. It 
was really exciting...

'I started to hit the urban landscape pretty 
hard after that. Initially it was just social 
gazing — guided walks, local-historical-society 
slideshows, a bus tour of Exeter’s Archipops - 
but soon I was guzzling buildings one after 
another. It got to the point where 1 didn’t care 
what I absorbed as long as it was architecture. 
A Brutalist school, a Tudor hall, a Post- 
Modem financial services headquarters...'

I pretend I’m going to the improvised 
bathroom downstairs then let myself out, 
smoke my way to the nearest pub, have a 
stiffener and smoke my way back again.
Sarah’s still going. ‘I lost my job, my friends, 
even my cat who starved to death while I was 
on an Alvar Aalto mini-break. It got so bad I 
couldn’t start the day without a DVD of Dan 
Cruickshank whispering inside Durham 
Cathedral...'

Memo to Self: Kill Darcy. It’s bad enough 
having to listen to him and his fellow 
neurotics. But when, as asked, I stand up and 
speak from the heart and tell them that I’m 
not an archiholic, that I’m only here because 
this big fucking baby in the cambric jumpsuit 
and sequinned beret sitting next to me needed 
moral support, and that I will punch him later, 
they all look at me with sjTnpathy and 
understanding. They’re convinced I'm coming 
back next week.

After the meeting, try to hit Darcy. He 
manages to hail a cab before I can get to him.
I stand there fuming, then notice some 
exquisite stucco pilasters across the road...

WEDNESDAY. Mv modular
SATURDAY. Meet Darcy in pub for
ploughman’s punch.

Tamworth Supercasino has been shelved for 
now. No matter. The 35 constituent ‘minicas- 
ini’wiU be distributed throughout Mercia, 
to wait for the inevitable call to glory. SUNDAY. In the real world, spend 

morning in the recliner. In Ninth Life - the 
immersive virtual environment ’for modem 
cals on borrowed time’ -1 am the fearsome 
avatar Gropius, armed with Modernist zeal 
and a 9mm.

THURSDAY. Enter EU competition
z to design an affirmative public artwork for 
i Turdina Plaza in Brussels.
I

FRIDAY . 'My name’s Sarah and I’m an 
archiholic...’We’re in a squatted Wesleyan 
chapel just off the Balls Pond Road. There are

This week’s Top 10: Pencils 
WWW.ARCHITECTSJCHIRNAL.CO.uk/1A.NMART1N

^ 82 AJ 28.02.08



ATKINS

inspireI recognising women 
in the built environment

In association with:

every

woman

27 June 2008
The Brewery, London
Atkins Inspire is an annual event in association with everywoman 
to encourage, recognise and reward exceptional women working 
in the built environment.

The Awards lunch will be held on the 27th June 2008 at The Brewery, London. 
Entries are now open for the following sector categories:
• Future Star
• Outstanding Achiever
• Inspirational Leader

Awards for the above categories will be made to each of the following sectors;
• Architecture
• Building Services
• Commercial Property

• Construction
• Engineering
• Quantity Surveying

Entries are now also open for the following cross-industry categories:
• Sustainability Award
• International Award ★ NEW CATEGORY ★

The Inspire Woman of the Year Award is a non-entry category ruminated by the industry 
and decided upon by the judging panel. For more information and full entry criteria, 

please visit www.ajplus.co.ukyinspire

Deadline for entries is 4th April 2008. So don’t delay - if you want to receive the 
recognition you deserve for the critical role you play in the built environment,enter today.

To align your company with this prestigious event, please contact Stuart Hudson on 

020 7728 4593 or email inspire@emap.com

Headline Spomor Sector Spanso'- Fndorsedby:Supporrr>rK-

^ Grontmij
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Create all-glass doors 
with no visible fittings
Meet VISUR, a system patented tor DORMA that secures double-action glass 
doors without the need for any visually disruptive fixings.

Rather than cluttering the clear outline of the door leaf, the hardware 
components are all located in the surrounding structures, and this complete 
absence of fittings means that the all-glass door can match any room style. 

Frameless from top to toe, DORMA VISUR fits into every design idea and 
reflects it to its maximum advantage.

For all your glass solutions, talk to DORMA.

DORMA UK Limited • Tel 01462 477600 • Fax 01462 477601 
Email glassOdorma-uk.co.uk - www.dorma-uk.co.uk
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