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ford, Conn. The first minister was one
Abraham Pierson, a Scotchman, and the

first of these successive church edifices

for the congregation was built in the

years 1663-1665. This original church

was stockaded and was used as a sort of

fort for defense against Indian attack?.

The second building was erected in 1746,

and the third and present building in

1787. As was the case with many of the

churches built about this time, some of

the timbers of the earlier edifice were

incorporated into the later structure^ and
with the natural tendency to exaggerate

age the date of construction of the

earlier church is occasionally given as

being that of the present building. The
best data at hand however gives 1787 as

the year in which the building was begun
although the "Georgian Period" in a
footnote gives it as 1774. While the
church records are very full as to the
ministers throughout the church history,
and give in detail the contributions re-

ceived, they are absolutely silent as to

the designer and I have been unable to

find any light on the subject. Its history
has been uneventful, the principal occur-
ence being the foundation of Princeton

University within the walls of the former

building. The present structure is a

plain stone building with a stone tower
and a wooden spire, with an interior

more than usually elaborate, and some

very excellent architecture injured by too
much painting of the decorated portions.

THE PARK STREET CHURCH
Boston, Mass.

THE MOST IMPRESSIVE of all the old

Boston Churches is unquestionably the

Park Street Church, both by reason of its

size, and of its location on a plot some-
what elevated above the general level and
at a very conspicuous point. The pres-
ent structure was built in 1809, and was

designed by one Peter Banner, and is so

far as I know the only piece of \vork

attributed to him. Its design is not that

of the classic revival which we would

naturally expect at that time, but was

very strongly reminiscent of the earlier

Colonial work, especially in the slimness

of the orders, and the lightness of the

detail. In spite of the delicacy of its

several parts, the building is as a whole
rather clumsy and confused, the problem
of dropping the fagade below the main
level of the church being evidently too

much for the designer. One does not

feel either that the scale of the quarter
circle porches or whatever they may be,

between the tower and the body of the

building is correct; they should have
been either much larger or much smaller.

The fagade is certainly unique among
American churches both in the interpo-

sitions of the members just spoken of,
and in the treatment of the intersection

of the main ridge with the tower, which
is very crudely handled, the main cor-

nice returning into a window. The best

features of the exterior are without
doubt the entrance doorway and the Pal-

ladian windows above which are charm-

ing pieces of detail and together consti-

tute an admirable architectural motif.

Unlike the exterior, the interior is very

strongly tinged with Greek color, but it

is only half understood and distinctly
amateurish. While the building is both
too important and too well known to be
omitted from any series which endeavors
to cover the general field of early Ameri-
can Churches, it is perhaps one of the

least excellent of them all because the

unpretentious and straightforward de-

sign characteristic of most of our early
work has here been superseded by an

attempt at display beyond the ability of

the designer ; and even so it is far bet-

ter designed than nine-tenths of the

modern churches in which their archi-

tects have endeavored to instill the

Colonial feeling.
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TRINITY CHURCH
Newport, R. I.

OF THE DOZEN BEST KNOWN CHURCHES
in America, Trinity Church, Newport, is

certainly one, and its congregation has a

long and honored history. The tower is

a most excellent piece of architecture,

but the balance of the building is plain
almost barnlike and the interior is not

entirely agreeable. It was erected in

1726, and was sawn in two, the back
moved out and the space between filled

in to conform with the older portions
in 1762, but there has otherwise been no

'change in its construction ; and as long
as Newport continues to be a fashion-

able watering place it will probably be
conserved as a sort of monumental bric-

a-brac by its congregation. Its design
often is attributed to Sir Christopher

1
.

Wren, but without apparent reason
;
and

certainly the building is itself evidence

that this was not the case, the tower,

(the only piece of design) bein? ex-

tremelv different from anv of Wren's

work. The tower is of a type not un-
common in New England and is perhaps
the loveliest example of the square
stepped variety extant, its only rival be-

ing the North Church in Boston. The
interior is one of the few cases in which
two orders are superimposed and thq
only one in which square columns were
used.

The general effect is interesting al-

though not very dignified, and the super-

fluity of vaulting in the ceiling is restless

and disturbed, especially when one con-

siders the fact that the building is so ob-

viously frame ; our Colonial architects did
a good many things that we would never
dare to do

;
and got away with them, but

this is not one of the successful innova-
tions. Of the different portions of the
interior the pulpit canopy and the can-

delabra are perhaps the most interesting
and the old square pews still remain in

position.
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NOTES
AND

COMMENTS

IMPROVING
FIFTH

AVENUE.

The report^)f the com-

mittee, appointed by

Borough President Mc-

Aneny, to suggest

means of improving
Fifth Avenue, New
York, is of much more

than local interest.

Some papers, have referred to the committee

as having for its purpose the preparation

of plans which would make Fifth Avenue
the handsomest street in the world. The

committee at once disclaims any such ex-

pectation. It says that below Fifty-ninth

Street the time has already passed when
there can be a hope of making it the equal

of splendid avenues in Europe. It believes,

however, that the avenue's present dignity

can be maintained, and even increased, and

that it may be saved from becoming "another

and cheaper Broadway." To this end; one

of the most important suggestions, and per-

haps the one of most widespread interest,

is that with reference to a restriction of

building height. The committee suggests

that legislation be asked to give the Board

of Estimate authority to limit the cornice

line of all buildings on the avenue, and even

a certain distance off the avenue on the

side streets, to a height of one hundred and

twenty-five feet from the curb, the build-

ings being then allowed to go up twenty-

five additional feet in a receding mansard.

This would make the building height limit

one hundred and fifty feet. The University

Club now rises one hundred and twenty-eight

feet; Sherry's rises one hundred and sixty-

two feet. Thus the suggestion, though not

considered ideal by the committee, is be-

lieved to be a satisfactory and practical com-
promise which, while fair to the property
owners, will prevent the avenue from be-

coming a canyon. The committee suggests
that after this restriction has been secured,
a requirement of "uniformity in the skyline
and perhaps the 'facades" might follow.

Other recommendations of very general in-

terest are that the Board of Estimate shall

pass a resolution forbidding the establish-

ment on the avenue of any "sweatshop, or

manufactory of dry goods or wearing ap-
pare!;" that isles of safety shall be con-
structed at the crossings of the busiest

streets, and
.
that stands for waiting cabs

shall be established in connection with these

isles of safety. These cab stands the com-
mittee believes will do ^much to lessen the

congestion of traffic on the streets, and
should even result in .a reduction of cab
fares. Local suggestions of special interest

are that the avenue be widened between
Fourteenth Street and Twenty-third; that

Madison Square be replanned; that trees be

planted on both sides of the street in front

of the Public Library :a.nd of the Cathedral;

a,nd on the east side of the avenue the en-

tire length of Central Park; that the Plaza
be replanned, both for appearance sake and
for convenience, and that ultimately a monu-
ment of some kind be erected at 110th Street,

fittingly to close the vista. The members of

the committee are: Arnold W. Brunner,

Joseph S. Auerbach, Edward Holdbrook.

George F. Kunz, Nelson P. Lewis, George T.

Mortimer and Robert Grier Cooke.

9
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In noting recently that

a committee of English

town planners was to he
THE summoned to Delhi, to

PLANNING OF assi s t in planning the
DELHI. new Imperial Capitol of

India, 'the hope was ex-

expressed that their

services would be only advisory, the details

of the plan being left to local talent. This

hope has been realized. The committee se-

lected, and now in India, consists of Captain

George Swinton, the new chairman of the

London County Council, who serves as chair-

man of the committee; John A. Brodie, the

City Engineer of Liverpool; and two Fellows

of the Royal Institute of British Architects,

H. V. Lanchester and Edwin L. Lutyens. The
former is secretary of the town planning
committee of the Royal Institute and editor

of "The Builder." His firm made the de-

signs for the Cardiff Municipal Buildings and
Law Courts. Mr. Lutyens is consulting

architect for Hampstead Garden Suburb and

was the architect appointed to prepare de-

signs for the King Edward Memorial. The

committee, which was appointed 'by the Sec-

retary of State for India, will report to the

government of India; and the explanation

is offered that its work will be of a general

and preliminary nature, probably occupying
four or five months, including the travel,

and will involve no questions of detailed

planning or architectural design. London

Municipal Journal has printed the polite

notes exchanged by the government of India

and the Lord Mayor of Liverpool in reference

to the temporary release of Mr. Brodie from

his duties as city engineer. The city re-

quired that the Indian government make its

own arrangements with Mr. Brodie as to re-

muneration and expenses, and that it refund

to the corporation the amount of his salary

as city engineer for the period of his ab-

sence.

THE
CAMPANILE
IN VENICE.

Venice never exem-

plified more convincing-
ly her picturesque way of

doing things than in the

celebration of the com-
pletion of her new cam-
panile. The '

whole occa-

sion, when one comes lo
think of it,, was picturesque, for it was really
nothing more or less than a glorification of

architecture. The structure itself, serving
no modern commercial purpose," gains its sig-
nificance from its architectural quality, its

architectural setting, and its architectural as-
sociations. The fallen tower which it re-

placed had stood for centuries, the wonder

of sight-seers who had journeyed from all the

world to see the architectural ensemble of

which it was so dominant a part. The very
contributions which paid for its rebuilding

came not only from all parts of Italy but

from many other countries. The total sum
amounted to 2,000,000 lire.

It has taken nine years to rebuild the cam-

panile, which after all is only 320 feet high,

while in New York steel towers of 700 foet

go up in as many months. But between the

beginning and the completion of the orig-

inal tower there passed four centuries. Thus
the record isn't bad for Italy, for the new
structure is not only practically a replica

of the old, but it was built in the ancient

manner. It is said that to raise, only ten

feet, the movable scaffold, which was built

around the tower, for the bricklayers co

stand upon, took eight men turning jack-

screws for three hours. The only conces-

sion to modernity in the new campanile is

an elevator. But there was also this inter-

esting and striking concession in the cele-

bration: the architectural lines of the pal-

aces which surround the square were outlined

at night by 60,000 electric bulbs.

REPORT OF
NEW YORK

ART
COMMISSION.

The attractively is-

sued report of the Art
Commission of the City
of New York for the

year of 1910 is late, as

usual, in coming from
the press. But the book
is so well illustrated that

it is quite worth waiting for. The number of

matters submitted to the Commission during
the year was 134. Of these, 115 were approved
as submitted. Twenty submissions which
were disapproved, in whole or in part, dealt
with nineteen different structures. For eight
of these structures amended plans were pre-
pared, again submitted to the Commission
and approved. For eleven of the structures,
the new plans had not been submitted at

the end of the calendar year. In four in-

stances submissions were withdrawn. The
total number of matters acted upon was the

smallest since 1906, comparing with 172 in

1909. The most interesting feature of the

report is a series of photographs of disap-

proved and approved designs, and the series

of pictures of the office of the Borough Presi-

dent in the City Hall. The first series in con-

vincing as to the general value of the Com-
mission's work. The report includes a brief

appreciation" of the City Hall, with special
reference to the office of the Borough Presi-

dent. The opinion is expressed that if the

whole building's interior were restored, it

would be so attractive that the city
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HOUSE AT PORT DEPOSIT, MARYLAND.
Parker, Thomas & Rice, Architects.
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would flnd it necessary to put up pla-

cards stating the hours during which it

might be seen by visitors. The work of

restoration in the Borough President's office,

says the report, could be made nearly perfect,

for Mr. McComb's original drawings for this

room were accessible and fairly complete in

the library of the New York Historical So-

ciety. In addition a number of the Art Com-

mission possessed an old print of this room

as it was in 1831 before any alterations had

been made. The room as restored certainly

is very beautiful.

SAN
FRANCISCO'S

CIVIC
CENTER.

When San Francis-

cans were asked to vote

this spring on the ques-

tion of issuing $8,800,000

in bonds, for the con-

struction of "a new city

hall and the acquisition

of lands adjacent there-

to for public buildings," they did so with an
enthusiasm which made the affirmative vote

ten to one. The campaign had been vigor-

ous, and a favorable outcome was so confi-

dently expected that the plans were all in

readiness. Thus, as soon as the result of

]the voting
' was announced, condemnation

proceedings were started affecting the hun-
dred and eight separate parcels of property
which would be needed for the improve-
ment. The terms of the competition for the

City Hall design were also immediately ar-

ranged by the consulting architects, John
Galen Howard, Frederick H. Meyer and
John Reid, Jr. The plan places the City
Hall on Van Ness Avenue. Directly east

of it will be a spacious plaza, probably con-

taining an imposing music stand. Facing
the plaza on its south side will be the audi-

torium which the Panama-Pacific Exposi-
tion Company builds at a cost of a million

dollars, the city providing the site. Facing
the plaza on its north side will be the Art
Museum which is expected to cost another
million. East of the plaza, and thus bal-

ancing the City Hall, there wr
ill be two

buildings separated by a wide street with

parking in the center. This street, which is

Fulton, extends directly into Market Street.

The buildings between wrhich it passes will

be the Public Library; for which money was
provided by a previous bond issue; and the

Opera House, for which the money, esti-

mated at a million dollars, is now being
raised by popular subscription. Hence
about four million dollars, in addition to the

$8,800,000 voted for the Civic Center, will be

spent on public buildings to be grouped at

the center. The general design is perfectly

symmetrical, the ground which the im-

provement is to occupy has been almost un-
built upon since the earthquake, and there

can be little question that the final effect

will be extremely handsome. Into the cam-
paign which led to approval of the bond is-

sue, the administration, under the tireless

personal leadership of Mayor Rolph, threw
itself with great vigor. The Chamber of

Commerce, the labor unions, the women's
clubs, the League of Improvement Clubs,

and local organizations to the member of

four score also took action approving the

issue. A dozen or more meetings in behalf

of it were held every nighit; the mayor, in

addition to constant speaking, wrote a series

of articles on the subject for the newspapers;
and when Tetrazzini the adored of San Fran-
cisco made, in Market Street, her dramatic

farewell to California, four days before the

election, she included a plea to the people to

vote for the bonds! She said that a few

years hence she wanted to return and sing
in the new auditorium. As to that struc-

ture, the exposition directors naturally felt

the need of the city's possessing otie some-

where, and there was no particular neces-

sity for its being on the exposition grounds,

If the land for it would be given elsewhere

especially on so desirable a site as the pro-

posed Civic Center, Van Ness Avenue being
the main approach to the exposition.

An annual meeting of

more than usual inter-

PROGRESS est was that which
OF was held a few weeks

GARDEN CITY ago at the Carpenters'
MOVEMENT. Hal i in London, when

the Garden Cities and
Town Planning Associa-

tion met in its thirteenth annual conference.

Sir Ralph Neville said, in the course of the

president's address, that the work of the

association was not only very large and ex-

tensive but was increasing enormously every

year. He reminded his hearers that the as-

sociation had grown ouit of a handful of

men who surrounded Ebenezer Howard
when he first published his book and de-

termined, so far as their limited capacities

went, that they would help him to realize his

ideals. The president declared that he knew
of no social movement which had gone for-

ward so fast and so far as that which was
then inaugurated. By way of proving this

statement he reported that a new Garden
Suburb had been undertaken during the

year at Warsaw in Russia, under the aus-

pices of the association; that it had been

advising and giving assistance to a scheme
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at Budapest; that it was now in corre-

spondence with Barcelona, where a new as-

sociation was being formed; that a plan was
under consideration for sending a repre-

sentative to the Australian Colonies;

that inquiries had comes to the associa-

tion from Newfoundland and from sev-

eral parts of Canada and the United

States; that there were letters from a dozen

places in South Africa and from the Belgian

Congo. As to England itself, he reported
that no less than thirty-seven Garden Cities

were either in actual being or in course of

progress at the present time.

A motion was carried at the meeting that

the association conduct a National Congress
on Town Planning this summer at Cardiff

in South Wales. The place was chosen be-

cause of the special interest in housing, and
the special urgency of that subject, in

South Wales.
In an address by Prof. Adshead, which

was a feature of the meeting, there was an

interesting reference to the individuality of

cities, in which Mr. Adshead repeated the

contrast which he has before drawn be-

tween London and New York, and which
seems to have especially impressed him.

Speaking of London, Mr. Adshead said:

"Unlike Paris, she is not a city of great
formality; nor is she, like Vienna, de-

pendent for her interest on what may be
described as a Monumental Modernity; nor,

again, is she like New York, a city tre-

mendous in scale and a miracle of ingenu-
ity. Compared with Paris, she gains an
advantage in the majestic scale of her river

and in the interminable interest of her pic-

turesque beauty. Compared with Vienna,
she possesses in her monuments the interest

of age and greater architectural purity; and

compared with New York, she possesses a
sequence of noble compositions altogether
wanting and impossible in that democratic
city. . . . Compared with New York,
however, London is an immense village in

point of scale. In modern London the scale

will need to be increased. Selfridge's
Stores (the conception of an American
architect), compared with Harrod's, or the
Russell Hotel, exemplifies what I mean."

EUROPEAN
CIVIC
TOUR.

Considerable interest

attaches to the an-
nouncement of the "Eu-
ropean Civic Tour," for
which the committee of

arrangements consists
of Frederic C. Howe
and George B. Ford,

who need no introduction to readers of this

magazine, and Royal R. Miller, an experi-
enced travel director. There is an advisory
board, imposing in its list of civic workers,
and a long list of European correspondents
who are expecting to assist in making the,

trip a success. The tour is frankly an out-
growth of the trip conducted last year by
the Boston Chamber of Commerce. The
party will leave New York June 27th and re-
turn September 1st. In England it will visit

the garden cities, will study great municipal
undertakings such as the docks of Liver-
pool and various housing schemes and in-

teresting examples of landscape architec-
ture. Paris, "the dead cities" of Belgium, all

the leading cities of Germany, and Munich
and Vienna. There is every reason to "be-

lieve that on its return the party will give
an impetus to municipal development in the
United States.
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