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A picture map, by Fred Dana Marsh, of that portion of Ohio which
was settled by pioneers from Connecticut, under the direction of
Moses Cleveland, after whom the great city on the Lake was
named. The panel is in the form of a banner, furbished with low
relief carving and silver-gilt cords and tassels, in order to lend
grace and illumination to the staircase walls in the home of Dudley
Blossome, Esq., of Cleveland.

Courtesy of Arden Studios, Inc.
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o
CLAUDE BRAGDON
Lhotographs 9/ @ura/ Fischer

EMINENT EUuroPEAN critics, visiting these
shores, are in the habit of declaring that
the American Spirit expresses itself most
eloquently in jazz music and in the sky-
scraper. About music I am incompetent
to speak, but certainly those many-storied
monsters which syncopate the sky-lines
of our cities are impressive for other rea-
sons than their mere magnitude. Not
only is the skyscraper a symbol of the
American Spirit—vestless, centrifugal,
perilously poised—but it is the only truly
original development in the field of archi-
tecture to which we can lay unchallenged
claim.

Following the Civil War, when indus-
trial expansion became the particular god
of our salvation, the concentration of
business into restricted areas—Ilike the
lower end of Manhattan island and the
Chicago “loop”’—resulted in enormously
high land values : lateral expansion having

[1]

reached a certain limit, the necessity for
vertical extension was imposed. The steel
frame and the elevator made such ver-
tical extension possible and the sky-
scraper was the result.

These temples, in which is daily
enacted the ritual of the Sharp Bargain,
have been appropriately named “Cathe-
drals of Commerce.” Is it accident or de-
sign, one wonders, that the Tribune
building in Chicago, and the Woolworth
building in New York, which out-soar all
their competitors, should savour so
strongly of the ecclesiastical both in their
form and in their decoration? Norman-
Bel Geddes once made a drawing in
which the Woolworth tower, viewed
from lower Broadway, was made to ap-
pear as the gigantic shadow of the steeple
of Old Trinity, at the foot of Wall street.
The top of that steeple, as some of us
are able to remember, was once the high-
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est point on Manhattan island, but the
surrounding soil, manured with dollars,
has sent skyward a crop of these Cathe-
drals of Commerce from the windows of
which New Yorkers now look down on
Trinity instead of up.

The priests, acolytes, votaries of these
temples of the God of Bargains have to
be housed and fed in the off hours of
their service, and at points not too distant
from the Sacred Enclosure. Therefore,
as a logical resultant of the skyscraper
office building, we have the skyscraper
residential hotel. Of these edifices the
Shelton, on the corner of Lexington ave-
nue and Forty-ninth street, New York,
in the now most preferred residence dis-
trict, is the latest, the loftiest, and by con-
sensus of both popular and expert opin-
ion, the best. Its architect, Mr. Arthur
Loomis Harmon, has recently been
awarded two gold medals on the strength
of this design, one by the Architectural
League of New York, and one hy the
American Institute of Architects.

The Shelton beautifully illustrates
anew the truism that the only sure way
to success in the solution of any architec-
tural problem is by doing no violence to
the imposed conditions, but by submit-
ting to them, being conditioned by them,
working within the given limitations and,
by following the line of least resistance,
letting the problem solve itself in so far
as it may. The Shelton is no lucky strike,
no easily plucked ripe apple from the tree
of the imagination—a poem or a picture
may be that sometimes, but a building
never, for a building is an organism, a
body, brought to birth only after a pro-
tracted period of gestation.

In the case of the Shelton this period
may be said to have been particularly long
because it covered a series of experi-
ments. The so-styled Allerton Houses
of Mr. Harmon’s design show forth, to
the discerning eye, piecemeal and par-
tially. many things which find fuller and
happier embodiment in this latest building
of that general type, thus showing it to
be the result of a selective process. The
secret of its success may be best stated
in a phrase by paraphrasing one of
Shakespeare’s “The plan’s the thing!” Tt
is clear, in other words. that the building

was designed from the inside out, instead
of from the outside in—that the plan was
paramount, and that the design of the
exterior was a natural development of the
plan, the form everywhere following and
expressing the function. The proof of
this is that from the exterior it is possible
to “read” the interior with fair accuracy.
The first two stories, which are of stone,
with beautifully studied ornament, are
clearly given over to administrative and
social uses, for the fenestration indicates
large and lofty apartments. Above this
the many small windows continuing with-
out a break in their monotony to the six-
teenth story indicate sleeping rooms.
The sixteenth story, which contains din-
ing and social rooms admitting to open-
air terraces and a roof garden, is differ-
entiated on the exterior just enough to
make plain this change of function with-
out impairing the unity of the entire de-
sign or arresting the upward sweep.
Above the sixteenth floor again a wilder-
ness of windows, the next change in them
occurring where the plan changes, namely,
at the very top, where lofty and ornate
openings indicate the presence of the
gymnasium and squash courts. A well-
designed pent-hous> with a visible roof
surmounts the parailelepipedon of the
tower, forming with it, as it forms with
the lower and larger units, an admirable
outline against the sky from almost every
direction, the whole an aggregation of
mathematically related masses satisfying
alike to the mind and to the eye.

But the success of the entire design,
though chiefly due to these factors of
fenestration, outline and mass—most im-
portant in a building which, like this one.
is a landmark in the city-scape—has not
been purchased at so cheap a price : there
are elements more subtle, artifices more
apt, which have translated what might
have been only a work of excellent engi-
neering into a work of admirable art. To
such of these as are likely to escape the
attention of the average layman T shall
call attention here:

First of all there is the sense of the
building’s powerful grip into the ground,
obtained by the device of battering the
lower stage of the walls of the three
wings flanking the main parallelogran.

3]
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Lower Portion of Corner Povilion
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK

Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect

Second, the tower has been given an
entasis; that is, the walls have a slight
slope inward, a thing felt by the eye rather
than fathomed, conveying the same inde-
finable sense of satisfaction that one gets
from a Doric column. This satisfaction
is further heightened by the great twisted
beads which adorn the external angles,
thus eliminating the thin, hard, monot-
onous line resulting from the juncture
of two vertical planes. Third, the pepper-
pot effect of such a multitude of little
windows has been mitigated in the sim-
plest and most effective way possible, by
a system of piers, or a series of vertical
recesses, not so shallow that they are lost

at a distance, but deep enough for the
etching of strong, long lines of shadow.
These not only serve to subdivide the
facades in a pleasing manner, but they
emphasize the vertical dimension, and
malke of the tower “a proud and soaring
thing.” The way in which these piers
are terminated at the top and tied to-
gether exhibits rare architectural skill,
and this is true of the brick detail gen-
erally. Herein I differ with Mr. Arthur
N. Penty, an English critic of our archi-
tecture, who, writing in the Journal of
the American Institute of Architects, says
of the Shelton:

“The treatment of the three lower
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Detail of Brickwork, Sixteenth to Twenty-first Floor
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK
Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect
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Roof Garden, Sixteenth Floor, from Roof Pavilion
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK
Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect
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Roof Garden from Solarium
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK
Ha

Arthur Loomis
stories is Venetian Gothic; as a piece of
detail it is perhaps the best thing in New
York. But the upper part, in brick, does
not exhibit anything like the same degree
of skill in detail, which is a pity, for if it
did it would be the best building there.”

Here speaks the schoolman, who loves
the dear old familiar faces. It is true
that the details of the stonework of the
Shelton, which Mr. Penty singles out for
praise, are of extraordinary charm, but

[8]

rmon, Architect

they are for the most part referable to
traceable originals, and however happy the
adaptation the whole is less eloquent of
the present than of the past. The details
of the brickwork, on the other hand, of
which Mr. Penty thinks so little, though
suggesting the Lombard, cannot be as-
signed to any particular place or period;
they are in a manner seli-created, pleasing
in pattern, of the proper scale, casting the
right kind of shadows just where accent
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Detail at Setback of Corner Pavilion at Sixteenth Floor
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK

Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect

is needed, and withal so unassertive as
not to divert the eye and mind away from
that impression of mass which in this
building should over master every other,
for it is no less prodigious than an Egyp-
tian pyramid, and how much more
human !

The interior of the Shelton, though
worthy of praise because excellently con-
ceived and designed, and replete with
charming episodes, fails somehow to con-

vey the sense of fresh and powerful
ideation inspired by the exterior. Good
taste is everywhere in evidence; the gen-
eral impression is one of harmony and
beauty, but beauty of the canonical sort,
inspired by precedent, referable to this
or that page out of the scrap-book of the
past. Itis perhaps better so. Until there
has been some serious and concerted ei-
fort, crowned by some measure of suc-
cess, to develop an architectural language

[91
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Stairwell from Second Floor Corridor

THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK

Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect

which shall be expressive of our modern- ure as that of his profession at large.
ity, no individual architect can safely step The private in the ranks, however heroic,
out of the sacred cricle of his conser- cannot successfully advance alone and
vatism. His failure to be unfailingly wage an individual war. Richardson and
original is not so much his personal fail-  Sullivan exhibited that kind of courage

[12]



THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD.

Main Dining Room
THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK

Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect

and met with that kind of defeat— believing that by imitating them the cause
defeat, that is, in deflecting the ar- of architecture will be well served, for
chitectural tide in their direction. It an architectural language is like a coral
is well that we should admire them, island, slowly built up from some sure
but we should not deceive ourselves into foundation through the sacrifice of in-

[13]
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Plan of Third to Fourteenth Floor, Inclusive
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[16]



sQuksn
couRt

stemasd

Fifteenth Floor Plan

ariiiny ovin

B 1 r . - 3cuise
counr

GYMNASIUM

TRRR T R

Nl Wl

Thirty-first Floor Plan

J

T

i

gy

Plan for Sixteenth to Twentieth Floor, Inclusive

seait

The Architectural Record July, 1925

THE SHELTON HOTEL, NEW YORK

Arthur Loomis Harmon, Architect

117]




THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD.

numerable obscure lives.

Therefore although the Shelton inter-
iors have not the importance which in-
evitably attaches to the new departure in
any field of aesthetic endeavor—they are
worthy of admiration, particularly such
things as the handsomely paneled and
appointed suite of social rooms on the
second floor; the main dining room with
its brightly painted ceiling and chandeliers
and wrought-iron-crowned window open-
ings ; the pool also, with its admirable tile
work and the nautical note of its specta-
tors’ gallery-railing suggestive of an ocean
liner; and many minor felicities such as
the stairway balustrade, the office en-
closure, the bulletin boards, the drinking
fountains. All these show love on the
part of the designer— an intention of con-
sciousness on the minor as well as on
the major problem. Such lacks and lapses
as one feels about these interiors occur
where the architect having left off, the
maitre d’hétel failed, so to speak, to
carry on. I refer to such things as the
shiny reproductions ' of oil paintings
which hang against the panel work, the
fireplaces of the lounge in which have
never been built any fires, the library
shelves so meagerly equipped with books,
and the general air, common to most
great hotels, of being lived in without
being, as it were, enjoyed, loved or
cher