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1937 BUILDING PROSPECTS

The year 1936 ended with a 60 per cent gain in the value of tota! building operations. No
one class was responsible for this large improvement over 1935. That private projects—fac-
tories, houses, and commercial buildings—participated generously in the broad upward swing
is easily the item of outstanding significance in the 1936 record. Had improvement occurred

only in public and institutional types—where liberal governmental aid has been operative—the
results would have been far less impressive and the implications for 1937 far less certain.
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For residential building the year 1936 virtually attained
the level for 1931; for commercial building the year's record
was still some distance away; while for factory building
the year 1936 exceeded the 1931 level by a substantial
amount. Much further improvement appears probable for
1937 in each of these important classifications.

* Based on data for 37 eastern states only.

No year thus far in the recovery cycle has begun more auspiciously for private
building than does the year 1937. This, more than from any other cause, grows
out of genuine demand for space which will have to be met now that the
national income is on the upgrade. The quantitative improvement in private
building of all descriptions which looms for 1937 should be easily the largest of
any since building recovery was first sighted in 1934. Percentagewise the im-
provement may not be as great as that shown for 1936 over 1935; in this case
it is important fo remember that 1937 starts from a much higher quantitative
plane.

Commercial building should show a gain of better than 30 per cent over the
total for 1936; for factories the indicated improvement over 1936 is better
than 60 per cent; for residential building a gain of at least 40 per cent is
not improbable.

What is in store for public and institutional building is still problematical.
Much depends upon the incoming Congress but, at this writing, it appears
fairly safe to assume that no material let-down in publicly-financed building
operations as a whole is likely to occur in 1937. This conclusion seems war-
ranted because of the improving conditions in state and municipal finance
which should make possible larger bond flotations for capital expenditures at
attractively low interest rates and go a long way to offsetting whatever de-
clines may occur in Federal building operations.

Thus far no consideration has been given to those classes of construction which
are usually classified as civil engineering. For public works such as bridges,
highways, sewerage systems, water-front developments, the present outlook is
for a moderately lower volume in 1937 than in 1936 chiefly because it is in
this class of operation that governmental aid is likely to be retarded. For public
utilities, which includes electric light and power plants, railroad construction,
pipe lines and water supply systems, in addition to sundry lesser items, the
prospects for 1937 are distinctly promising; here, too, the influence of private
initiative will play a larger role. A gain over 1936 for the general public utility
classification, therefore, of as much as 50 per cent is not to be considered an
improbability.

Where then will all of these indicated gains occur? Improvement, previously
spotty, will continue to give way to further general betterment. Gains, pre-
viously confined to smaller jobs, will broaden and envelop larger projects.
Modernization, of large importance in recent years. will continue, but its in-
fluence will be relatively less pronounced. New building will assume the spot-
light. Speculative building will continue to gain momentum. Investment build-
ing, too, will participate in the broad swing upward. In short, though condi-
tions will vary with the locality, improvement in 1937 should be broader and
more extensive than anything yet seen in the current cycle. To view 1937 as
a year of boom, however, seems entirely unwarranted by the facts; prospects
rather favor a healthy expansion than a runaway.
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AR and musicians, the Umwversity dedi-
| \\§ cated its new 30-acre fine arts campus,
Hhaag brought to the public eye its long work

\
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§§\\\\\\\&§\\\§§§ of integrating the multi-form artistic

;\‘\\J\;§g\\\\\§§\\\\\§§\\\\§§\§\ enterprises of the prairie state.

R%\Q\“‘ Chief emphasis of the 3-day confer-
TR \§\§ ence lay upon the necessity of devel-
\ \ N\ oping the fine arts on an integrated
R \Q\\\\\\\\\“\‘\\\\\\\\\\\ “regional” scale. Speaker after speaker

Nk \ \ Mk apale. _
\“\\\\\\\\\\3‘\ \ \\Q\\\\§§§§§§\\ stressed this point. “The regional the-
' ater,” said Martin Flavin, New York
1. MUSIC BUILDING (proposed). 2. DRAMATIC ARTS BUILDING. dramatist, “is the only real contact
3. GRAPHIC AND PLASTIC ARTS BUILDING. which the playwright has with the

American public.” Nor did this tmply
an arty obsession with regional peculi-
arities of speech, manner or dress. On
the contrary, said sculptor Paul Man-
ship, “here are the raw materials (of
art itself)—wvital desires, ideas, talents
and human needs—Ilet us mold them
for our good and our future.”

Few better places for the Conference
discussion, “a coordinated program for
the fine arts,” could have been chosen.
For behind this conference at Towa lay
along uphill pull for just that. 30 years
ago there were community singing
contests at Towa, an art guild (of five
persons) was started in 1914 ; 15 years
ago the Universityv had its student
dramatic and oratorical societies; 1933
saw the birth of a camera club.

In 1929, a School of three Depart-
ments was created—Graphic and Plas-
tic Arts, Dramatic Arts, Music—co-
ordinating all existing courses and
planning many new ones im an ambi-
BELOW: Where frogs once croaked in the swampland now lies the made land of the new Fine Arts tious program for the fine arts. This
Campus. Beyond is lowa City and the older portion of the University. program, itself progressive, explains
the orgamic conmection between the
School and the people of the region.

But no new campus—Ieast of all one
for the fine arts--drops complete into
the University lap. Having developed
this wide wvariety of cultural activities
and having evolved a plan for integrat-
ing them into a sort of cultural front,
U. I. had still the task of housing them.
Cash-raising in government and philan-
thropic circles is no easy task; but after
8 wears of it, the University now has
almost two-thirds of its Fine Arts
project complete and paid for.

The wedge of swampland which once bisected the University of lowa has been converted into a
30-acre Fine Arts Campus second to none in the country. When completed, the Campus will not
only provide for classes in every phase of the fine arts, but also every type of enterprise con-
nected with them—concerts, outdoor music festivals, dramatic productions in any of several theaters,
broadcasts, and exhibitions. Construction on the Music Building has not yet begun.

Photos courtesy “Daily Iowan’ by R. Graham

ABOVE: Looking north on the lowa River, before and after it was deepened, straightened and its
west bank lined with reinforced concrete.
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DRAMA SCHOOL OPENS NEW PLANT WITH HOMESPUN HIT

FINE ARTS SCHOOL PROGRAM

I. To create an indigenous American
art using the materials of this region.

2. To stimulate the arts throughout
the state and region through confer-
ences, contests, and festivals.

3. To send a continuous flow of
young men and women info society
who have come to know the cultural
values of art.

4. To find through scientific research
ways of discovering and developing
those with outstanding talent.

5. To provide for student expression.

6. To offer different types of train-
ing for those with special ability.

When playwright Martin Flavin spoke
at the dedication of Iowa’s new Dra-
matic Arts building, he asked and an-
swered the question: What's wrong
with the theater? ‘“There is nothing
wrong with the theater,” said he, “but
there is something wrong with the
Broadway theater—it has become
economically out of reach of the rank-
and-file of the public.” Thus “75 to 85
per cent of the plays produced are
failures . . . the hazards of Broadway
production today are terrifying.” But
meanwhile, there had grown up a social
theater which—"barring the handful of
annual ‘hits’ which get from Broad-
way onto the negligible ‘road’—is the
only real contact which the playwright
has with the American public.” Fur-
ther, Mr. Flavin believed “that there
is a great theater audience in America
which the non-commercial theater is
preserving and developing, and that the
playwright cannot afford to neglect this
audience nor his source of contact with
1"
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Of all this Towa’s dramatic arts de-
partment has been long aware. In
opening its new building it brought to
a close a 15-year record of experi-
mental work in the production of orig-
inal scripts by young playwrights.
Conkle himself, author of the dedica-
tion play, “200 Were Chosen,” is an
Towa grad whose work first saw the
footlights at Iowa U. E. C. Mabie,
director of the department, said that
in JTowa they are “interested in crea-
tive instead of imitative work in the
theater”; and, with the new theater
plant as a basis, planned a continual
expansion of their already well-de-
veloped program. This expansion in-
cludes such projects as a summer
school in all branches of dramatic work
(students being selected from the in-
creasingly popular state-wide competi-
tions already launched by the Univer-
sity) ; a Shakespearean theater to com-
plement the established regional one;
publication of a quarterly magazine
dedicated to the upbuilding of a gen-
uinely indigenous theater in Iowa.
The University Theater plans not only
a radio theater but a laboratory where
dramatic presentation will be scientific-
ally studied.

Here, as in the other Departments
of the Fine Arts School, emphasis is
laid upon participation of the students
themselves in all phases of activity.
Literally hundreds of students have
been thus educated to the social im-
portance of drama in modern life; the
Department has become a decisive
force in Towa’s cultural life.

On Broadway, Elisworth Conkle's play "200
Were Chosen''—a story of midwestern farmers
taken off relief and sent to "pioneer” in Alaska
—was deftly, sympathetically presented by
Actors Repertory. This was the first play by
Mr. Conkle, himself an alumnus of lowa's Dra-
matic Arts Department, to reach the Great
White Way.

Simultaneously in lowa City, the University's
experimental theater proudly raised the curtain
on the same play. Used for the first time was
the theater's up-to-date equipment—revolving
stage, controlled illumination, cyclorama.
Proudest of all were the students of their
"cloud-making" machine by means of which
cloud effects—called for in the script—were
projected onto the stage.

PLAN

SECTION

Beautifully located on the remodeled banks of the lowa, the present unit of
the Dramatic Arts Building consists of the auditorium (3) with its revolving and
wagon-type stage (2) and stage design workshop. To this will be added a
studio theater (1) with green rooms, dressing rooms, etc. Later a Shakespearean
theater and library will be added at one end, a broadcasting studio with re-
search laboratories at the other. The building, unit by unit, will conform to
advanced standards of planning, illumination and acoustical design.

NEW§



Under Grant Wood's direction, ad-
vanced students in the Mural Studio
work on murals of pioneer life for
lowa State's Library at Ames. Housed
in a wing of the Arts Building, the
Studio forms a unit of its own.

The Edstrom Sculpture Studio, at the
opposite end of the Arts Building,
houses advanced students in sculp-

ture. All facilities for large-scale,
full-time work, uninterrupted by other
activities, are provided for.
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ART STUDENTS ATIOWA TURN TO PRAIRIE FOR INSPIRATION

Stressing the fact that in any regional
culture “art has an importance quite
on a par with literature,” Paul Man-
ship, eastern sculptor, served as prin-
cipal speaker at the dedication of the
Graphic and -Plastic Arts Building.
“The voice of the prairies clamors for
expression,” said Mr. Manship. “The
picture of the grandeur and dignity of
life is at our door, demanding to be
disclosed. It is for us to extend the
limits of knowledge and culture. . . .
Here are the raw materials—vital de-
sires, ideas, talents and human needs—
let us mold them for our good and
our future.”

Central point of a state-wide com-
plex of activity, the Graphic and Plas-
tic Arts is the oldest and best estab-
lished of the School’s departments.
Aiming “not only to train but to edu-
cate” artists, the Department’s pro-
gram extends far beyond the campus.
It sponsors a highly successful exhibi-
tion of high-school work from all over
the state; it holds the annual Towa Art
Guild Show ; it participates in the Big
Ten traveling ecxhibition; it brings
many loan exhibitions to the Univer-
sity; and for the Conference it ar-
ranged no less than four separate and
distinct shows.

Thanks to its new building the De-
partment is now able to offer instruc-
tion in every phase of art—theory, re-
search, design; and interesting in this

connection is the work of the Mural
Studio, under the direction of Towa's
own, Grant Wood. Mr. Wood, of
“American Gothic” and “Daughters of
the Revolution” fame, returned to
teach painting at the University. When
anonymous donors made the studio
possible, he set advanced students at
work on murals. And now, with WPA-
NYA help, they are busy on a series
for the Library of Iowa State Col-
lege at Ames.

Newcomers to the Department, and
indicative of its close relation to the
public, are Mr. Wood’s “art clinics”
and the “hobby classes.” The clinics
began two years ago as a result of re-
quests for advice and criticism from
Towa’s amateur artists; they have now
developed into a series of planned dis-
cussions of the technical problems of
painting. At the hobby class organized
this year, sculpturing, cartooning,
sketching and painting are taught by
faculty members of the Department
who give their time. “About forty per-
sons, ranging from children to grand-
parents, are attending the class which
requires no registration, no fee, and
no experience; and gives no academic
credit.” Modeling clay is furnished
for sculpturing, a model for painting
and sketching. Although the first few
meetings were confusing, with the art
enthusiasts undecided as to “just what
they wanted to try first,” they are now
settled down.

First unit of the Fine Arts group to be com-
pleted, the Graphic and Plastic Arts Building
provides for the manifold activities of the De-
partment. The central unit, made possible by
grants from the Carnegie Corporation and the
Federal government, contains classrooms, ex-
hibition halls, small studios, etc. The two wings,
built in 1935 by private subscription, house
the mural and sculpture departments, while
the connecting cloisters serve as galleries for
the Department's permanent and loan exhibi-
tions.

Present plans call for a series of detached
studios to flank the main building. This colony,
first of its kind on any American campus, will
house and provide equipment for special
phases of the Department's work—lithography,
etching, ete.
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"'Soufh Carolina Harvest''—by C. Pollock
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'A'Lansfor4d, Pa."—by Rive Helford

AMERICA TODAY AS SEEN BY SOME OF
the graphic artists in the national exhibition
of the American Artists Congress.

Photo courtesy Museum of Modern Avrt

"OBJECTS ARRANGED ACCORDING TO
THE LAW OF CHANCE OR NAVELS" is the
name of this wood relief by Hans Arp at the
current Surrealist show in New York.

ISSUE OF JANUARY 1937

ARTISTS TAKING ACTIVE PART IN U.S. CULTURAL FRONT

“"America: Today' Subject of
A.A.C. Exhibition

Launching the first art show ever to
be held on a nation-wide scale, the
American Artists Congress last month
presented an “all-American” graphic
arts show. “America: Today” sets a
precedent both in scale and subject
matter. It opened simultaneously in
30 cities throughout the country; an.
it covered every phase of contemporary
American life.

Convinced that “a vast public will
result from the plan to put high-quality
contemporary American art into the
hands of the American people,” the
Congress asked several hundred graph-
ic artists to contribute work on the
subject. The prints were selected sole-
ly on the basis of quality and many
hitherto obscure artists were selected
alongside such well-known figures as
Rockwell Kent, Kuniyoshi, Covarru-
bias and Gropper. The show has been
published in book form, with first-class
reproductions of the entire show.

Croup Sees Artistic Upsurge from
Government Aid

“The United States has become one
of the three most art conscious coun-
tries of the world,” according to a
recent survey of art activities in pres-
ent-day America made by the Ameri-
can Artists Group. The Group sees it
as no accident that the recent biography
of Vincent Van Gogh, Lust for Life,
reached best-seller proportions or that
123,000 people mobbed the Museum of
Modern Art last year to see the Van
Gogh exhibition. On the contrary, it
sees the “enormous increase of pub-
lic interest in art” as due to a number
of factors, most important of which
is the activity of the government in the
art field. “This is true whether we
consider it as cause or as effect. By
encouraging regional art and assem-
bling the works of artists from all parts
of the country in great national exhibi-
tions, the government has not only
benefited the individual artist but
enormously increased public interest in
art.

“This interest has been fed too by
the holding of regional contests for
the assignment of commissions to deco-
rate the once-bare walls of our public
buildings. “Works of art, for the first
time in our history, have been made

available in relatively large quantities.”

Although overlapping in member-
ship, the Group has no formal connec-
tion with the Artists Congress. Its ob-
jective; ‘“‘increasing the opportunity
for the American people to acquaint
themselves with and to enjoy the living
art of their country.”

Government Exhibits Art Purchased

At Washington’s huge Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art, the Treasury Department
last month exhibited the murals, paint-
ings and sculpture which it is using
to adorn Federal buildings. This art
work was either (a) bought from an
allotment of approximately 1% of the
total building cost per building or
(b) the artists were put on the pay
roll of the Treasury Relief Art Project.
Though the program is small and
“cannot proceed on a basis of compre-
hensive emergency relief,” Forbes
Watson, Adviser to the Treasury De-
partment Art Projects, was quick to
point out that sculpture and painting
in government buildings fall naturally
under the Department’s Supervising
Architect. “The present program,”
said Mr. Watson, “is the first com-
pletely organized plan to coordinate
painting, sculpture and architecture.”

Surrealist Show Sets Town Agog

While visitors to New York’s Mu-
seum of Modern Art gaped at the
bearded grapes and fur-lined teacups of
the current Surrealist exhibition, the
city responded with surrealist parties,
surrealist advertisements, surrealist
cocktails. “Fantasy flowers furiously
in Dada and its only begotten, Sur-
realism,” says Jerome Klein in the
New York Post. “How do we explain
them? . . . First, notice that this rich
display of the irrational covers the
period since the rise of a modern ra-
tional interpretation of the world”—
i.e.,, since DaVinci and Durer, for
whom the grotesque was a “fanciful
inversion of the rational” or, as with
Daumier and Goya, an instrument used
“to expose the distortion and brutaliz-
ing of human nature through social
exploitation.” But Surrealism, says
Klein, “this deliberate cult of nonsense
and confusion, developed during the
post-war years in Europe, is an effort
not to understand objective reality but
to escape it.”

NEWS
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Photos by Gabriet Moulin

THE GOLDEN GATE INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION as it will appear on its island in San Francisco
Bay. In the left foreground is the 110-foot causeway approach from the San Francisco - Oakland Bay
Bridge. In the right foreground is Exposition Harbor, which will be used for marine regattas. The
Administration Building is the first building o the right of the roadway. To the extreme right are
4wo exhibit palaces; behind them is the Lake of All Nations. Main entrance to the Exposition is
halfway up the boulevard, with the ferry terminal beyond: parking space at upper leit.
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DESTINED TO BECOME THE WORLD'S FINEST
TERMINAL BUILDING of the new airport
after the Exposition is the Administration
Building, now under construction on the island.

THE MAIN ENTRANCE CARRIES WEST
COAST TRADITIONS in exposition architec-
ture fo new heights of romanticism—Gothic,
Indian, Mayan and Modern Monolithic are
bedfeliows here.

STRIPPED FOR ACTION, the 430-acre man-
made island will become one of the world's
finest and most formidable airports, from both
civil and military standpoints. I+ will serve as
the American terminus of the new Trans-Pacific
airlines.
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DESIGNED FOR A TWOFOLD PURPOSE
ARE THESE HUGE STRUCTURES—exhibition
palaces during the fair period, airplane han-
gars after the fair is over.

THE WESTERN OCEAN CONTRIBUTES FULL-
RIGGED SAILING SHIPS to the main lati-
tudinal axis of the Exposition. Most of the
exhibition space is concentrated in these con-
tinuous structures.

FRISCO UNVEILS COMBINA-
TION FAIR AND AIRPORT

Unable apparently to wait for a full
century to roll around, San Francisco
plunges on with plans for celebrating
the Forty-niners in 1939. Recently,
with appropriate ceremonies in Ro-
tunda of the City Hall, a model of
the Golden Gate International Exposi-
tion was unveiled by Leland W. Cut-
ler, Exposition president. The occa-
sion marked the completion of archi-
tectural plans—for major buildings as
well as general layout—by the fair’s
Architectural Commission, of which
George W. Kelham is Chief.

“Beauty and pageantry” aside, the
Architectural Commission faced a
problem of unusual complexity. The
fair site, a 430-acre man-made island in
San Francisco Bay, is designed pri-
marily for another and more significant
purpose—to serve as municipal airport
for both land and water planes—and
is an integral part of the great San
Francisco Bay Bridge project. It was
this fact which determined the site—
a magnificent location in the center of
the Bay—and made PWA funds more
readily available than they would other-
wise have been.

Although considerably smaller than
the other World’s Fairs now building,
the San Francisco fair shows a much
higher degree of integration in its plan-
ning. This is partly due to its isola-
tion. Traffic of three types—motor,
boat and plane—is segregated to three
separate entrances along the west side
of the site.

Motor traffic, confined to the wide
boulevard along the western shore, dis-
charges its passengers at the main en-
trance and either turns around or pro-
ceeds to the parking space which occu-
pies the entire north end of the island.
Ferry passengers are discharged at the
covered slips further up the boulevard
and pass over it directly into the fair
buildings. Seaplane passengers disem-
bark at the permanent airport pier to
the right of the causeway entrance.

The permanent airport buildings
along the south shore—Ilocation of
which was, of course, fixed—have been
skillfully incorporated into the general
scheme. The architectural styles indi-
cated in the model carry on the tradi-
tion of California exposition archi-
tecture—a romantic eclecticism com-
bined with the monolithic “feeling” of
California’s most ubiquitous structural
system—ferro-concrete.,

N E w S‘THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD
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Wide World Photo

TO GET IDEAS FOR THE 1937 PARIS FAIR,
Francois de Tessan, French Under-Secretary of
State, and Jacques Greber, Chief Architect,
came all the way to New York last month.
Wined and dined by New York Fair official-
dom, M. de Tessan and M. Greber nevertheless
found time to inspect the dump on which the
Fair will rise. Above: Irvin Scott, Chief Archi-
tect and Col. John P. Hagan, Chief Engineer
of the New York Fair; M. Greber, Grover
Whalen, M. de Tessan and W. Earle Andrews,
General Manager of the New York Fair.

WORK PROCEEDS ON PARIS FAIR

Danish Pavilion

Globe Photos

International Ice Palace

FAIRS: THREE GO UP AND AN OLD ONE COMES DOWN

N. Y. gives "Theme Tower” job

Before the smoke of last month’s
competition for a “typical building”
for the Fair had cleared, commission
for the Theme Tower was awarded
by Fair President Whalen to the firm
of Harrison & Fouilhoux, New York
architects. Mr. Whalen said he hoped
the architects would succeed in exe-
cuting “a work that will integrate ac-
curately the theme of the World’s Fair
and will strike a note that will be
felt in the other structures of the Fair.”
Mr. Harrison, with Mr. Fouilhoux
smiling his agreement, told reporters
that they regarded their task as that
of finding “a trade mark or symbol”
for the Fair. Although sketches have
been made public of a vast circular
building dominated by twin towers,
these were entirely tentative and the
design of the building will be left almost
entirely to the discretion of the archi-
tects, Mr. Whalen said. The materials
to be used are also left to the discre-
tion of the architects, subject to the
approval of the directors of the Fair.

Meanwhile, the drive to sell $28,-
000,000 worth of Fair debentures got
under way. In a series of luncheons
and dinners 68 volunteer groups were
formed to assume the responsibility of
selling the debentures to the nation’s
trade and industry.

Fair Plans Rushed in Paris

Though the site of the 1937 Paris
Exposition “at the moment strongly
resembles a battlefield which has seen
terrific fighting,” Francois de Tessan,
head of a delegation recently in this
country to exchange ideas with New
York Fair officials, said that “goodwill
among nations and economic disarma-
ment will be fostered by the Paris In-
ternational Exposition.”

Final selection of architects for the
various individual buildings has been
made and construction of the Paris
Exposition is being rushed for com-
pletion by May. Anticipated attend-
ance runs into millions, though un-
certainty over coronation plans in
England is reflected in Paris: if the
coronation of the new king is post-
poned, Paris stands to lose heavily.

An interesting structure will be the
International Ice Palace. Above the
roof of this 2-story building will pro-
ject a 150-foot tower, which will be
covered with ice during the hot sum-
mer months and will erupt in mini-

ature snowstorms at intervals. It will
be illuminated at night by means of
a new process comprising gases ob-
tained by cooling methods.

Great Lakes Exposition Again

The Great Lakes Exposition will
reopen May 29 on Cleveland’s 150-
acre downtown lakefront exhibition
grounds. Exposition buildings will be
considerably expanded and progress in
factory, farm, mine and laboratory will
be dramatized on a broader scope than
was permited by the brief organiza-
tion period last year.

Farewell to Crystal Palace

On a Tuesday last month “the world
was in two great classes,” according
to the English Architect’s Journal,;
“those who had seen the end of the
Crystal Palace and those who had not.”
But even though the Duke of Kent was
there, “in hip boots and helmet,” the
world’s most famous structure burned
to the ground. Marvel of the world
when Queen Victoria opened it in
Hyde Park in 1851, it was moved to
Sydenham in 1854 and considerably
enlarged. But “the grandfather of pre-
fabrication” remained one of the most
significant structures of all time; its
effect on architecture was immediate
and it was quickly—though poorly—
copied both in America and Europe.

Joseph Paxton, the English archi-
tect who designed the Palace, is sup-
posed to have gotten his idea for the
structural system from a giant African
water lily (recently imported into Lon-
don) whose huge pads had a structural
design which enabled them to support
a full-grown man. In the face of the
bitterest opposition—Ruskin wanted to
know if the “pricc'ess heritage” of
Greece and Rome was to be ignored
—Paxton evolved a design using cast
iron and glass which, for the first time,
abandoned the load-bearing walls as
an essential structural element.

Wide World Photo
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“"ART-FOR-ART'S-SAKE” APPROACH TO ARCHITECTURE NO LONGER POSSIBLE, SAYS HOUSER

Catherine Bauer, 1936 Guggenheim
Fellow, s the author of “Modern
Housing” and Secretary of A. F. of
L.s Housing Conference. She recently
returned from the first leg of a survey
of European housing conditions and
this winter is a member of the N. V.
World's Fair Doard of Design.

"THE FINEST SCHOOL I'VE EVER SEEN,"
says Miss Bauer of this new school in the Paris
suburb of Suresnes. Built by architects Beau-
doin and Lods, the school consists of a serjes
of semi-isolated units set in a magnificent park.

NAZI HOUSING ALONG THE HOHENZOL-
lern Canal outside Berlin. Over a cup of cof-
fee, one of the owners told Miss Bauer they'd
bought the house semi-finished, "didn't know
when they'd ever be able to buy the plumbing."”

NEWS
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Miss Bauer Finds Sweden "Not Quite” The Utopia Pictured

“It’s a good thing I've always been
leery of what are still sometimes called
the ‘purely scientific’ aspects of the
housing business,” says Miss Bauer,
recently back from a summer abroad,
“because Europe during the past five
months was no place for any one who
was shy or snobbish about politics. A
purely technical or art-for-art’s-sake
piece of research in architecture, hous-
ing, or city-planning would have been
about as difficult and futile as a tabula-
tion of the incidence of black beards
in the Italo-Abyssinian affair. All the
way from Paris—where LeCorbusier,
purest of the pure, is actively asso-
ciated with the Maison de la Cul-
ture (intellectuals’ organization in
the Front Populaire)—to Trondheim
where I found myself making a speech
to eager technical students on ‘“The
American Political Situation,” I would
have had to be blind, deaf, lame and
an idiot not to be interested in politics.”

Miss Bauer, whose itinerary led her
across France, Switzerland and Ger-
many, spent most of her time in Scan-
dinavia. Everywhere she found condi-
tions in a state of flux. In France she
found that, with little publicity abroad,
the government had passed a sizable
Public Works Act. In this 5-year pro-
gram housing, particularly for rural
areas, will play a large role, under the
leadership of Henri Sellier, France’s
No. 1 houser, now Minister of Public
Health.

But in Germany she found that
“the best housing put up since 1932
is the Olympic Village now used as
a military barracks. I interviewed
several important officials in the Ar-
beitsministerium, where housing mat-
ters are now handled, and found that
there is on the whole very little now
being done. They made numerous
suggestions and offered to drive me
around to see Berlin housing, but prac-
tically every project mentioned had
been constructed before 1932 by the
Social-Democrats. So I had to explain
that I had seen all that before—what
I' wanted to see was Nazi housing.
Well, T finally saw some and it wasn't
very good housing.”. . . In the middle
of Haselhorst, the last great Siedlung
built before the Dritte Reich (and
where some of the most important tech-
nical experiments were made), she was
amazed to find “a small park, newly

landscaped in formal style, to show
off a Nazi monument emblazoned with
the pious slogans of thankful tenants.”

But in Scandinavia she really found
things humming. “In all three coun-
tries there were general elections this
fall. In all three, labor parties won
and now dominate the government.
Housing and public works were major
issues in the campaign, and one can
now expect that housing programs will
be greatly expanded in the next few
years—in the field of subsidized public
housing as well as in cooperatives.

“Sweden 1is perhaps not quite the
Utopia that readers of Marquis Childs
may imagine, especially as regards
housing.* The Tenants’ Association in
Gothenburg, which is strong enough
to make collective agreements with the
apartment owners, is at this moment
engaged in its biggest fight to date.
The area under dispute comprises
about 600 dwellings. By no means in
the worst district in town, they are
typical 3-story flats built around 1900
and occupied by employed industrial
and white-collar workers. The princi-
pal demand of the Tenants’ Associa-
tion, however (and the one which the
owners think most outrageous), is for
one flush toilet on each floor! (At
present there are only privies in the
court.)”

“Swedish technicians have discov-
ered that a growing nationalist senti-
ment can occasionally be used for con-
structive purposes. The great furore
about the falling birth rate (it’s really
not very different in Sweden from here
—but it seems to bother the small
countries more) has been the basis for
several important reforms in the Social-
Democratic program. First and fore-
most among these was the Housing
Law passed last year, which granted
very liberal subsidies to house fami-
lies having three or more children. <"

“Even war-defense measures,” Miss
Bauer discovered, “have their use to
city-planners who don’t live in ivory
towers. The smart young city-planner
of Gothenburg, Uno Ahrén, is working
;:S;me-standards in Sweden are the lowest I have
yet encountered anywhere. In ali the big cities
almost half the families Jive in one room and
kitchen dwellings, or less. What's more. in cold
statistics, they don’t call a dwelling ‘overcrowded’
until there are more than two persons per room

(counting kitchens)!”

##4Prior to last year the only important government

aid to housing was in the form of State ioans to
cooperative and other nonprofit enterprise, and the
provision of land by municipalities.”

THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD



out a comprehensive scheme for intro-
ducing open spaces into the middle of
his city, lowering the building heights
and potential density in new suburban
areas. And, in this work, he finds that
his most valuable allies are the army
air-defense engineers !

“In Norway there is an architects’
organization, really a union, which is
doing an impressive job. Its member-
ship already includes most of the young
architects with talent and energy. They
manage to support and get out the
lively and handsome magazine, Plan,
which (even though the Norwegian
reading public is less than 1% of ours)
puts ours to shame.

“This group of architects presents
to an outsider an amazing picture of
the new attitude of technical men to-
wards politics. In the first place they
are affiliated with similar groups of
doctors, lawyers, teachers, etc., in an
extraordinarily disciplined and pur-
poseful larger organization of Nor-
wegian intellectuals and professionals
called ‘Mot Dag’ (New Day), which
has been active since shortly after the
war. I met one of their ablest young
lawyers, who had been ‘sent’ up to
Narvik, an important iron ore port
several hundred miles north of the
Arctic Circle: he was chairman of the
Municipal Council. In Trondheim I
met another one, also in his middle
twenties : he was president of the Stu-
dents’ Union at the National Technical
University.

“The entire Mot Dag organization
belongs to the Labor Party, and the
Architects’ Union largely determines
the policy of that party with respect
to technical matters within their field
—notably housing. In addition, most
of them are members of the Norwegian
equivalent of the A. I. A. Finally, they
form one local in the Building Trades
Industrial Union and work closely with
them to push housing and public works
and other activity in the field.”

CONCRETE RESULTS OF COOPERATION
between architects and labor are these new
national headquarters of the Building Trades
organizations in Oslo. They were designed by
a collective within the Architects' Union.
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New Society to Fight for Better
Design

Because they realized that “as individu-
als they were powerless to shape the
forces which condition the application
of their creative and technical abili-
ties,” almost 100 architects, engineers,
industrial designers and landscapists in
late November formed the Designers
of Shelter in America. Meeting at the
New School for Social Research in
New York City, the D.S.A. read, dis-
cussed and then adopted the constitu-
tion proposed by a committee selected
for that purpose last spring.

Although a difference in opinion de-
veloped early in the meeting—the com-
mittee, unable to agree, submitted a
majority and a minority report—on
one point there was general agree-
ment : that there was need of an organ-
ization which embraced all designers
in the production of shelter. But moot
was the question as to how deeply such
an organization should explore the
social and economic forces “which con-
dition the application of their abilities.”

Outlined for D.S.A. was an ambi-
tious program of activities to include
publication of a magazine, sponsorship
of exhibitions, educational and research
work, cooperative work on specific
projects by groups within the organ-
ization, cooperation with other profes-
sional and labor groups in architec-
tural and allied fields. A. C. Shire was
elected president ; Jan Ruhtenberg, vice
president ; James M. Fitch, secretary;
Henry Wright, treasurer.

NAHO finds Cost, not Quality,
Vital Factor in Housing

Philadelphia last month was host to
the National Association of Housing
Officials, meeting in their third annual
convention. A long and very compact
program confined most of the liveliest
discussion of the two-day conference
to hotel lounges and cocktail bars.
Large in the discussion loomed the
future role of government in housing.
Langdon W. Post, chairman, the New
York City Housing Authority, declared
at the conference that the Public Works
Admiuistration is anxious to get rid of
the projects, and proposed that some
arrangement be worked out whereby
the New York Authority would obtain
control of the two federally-built proj-
ects in New York City through a one-
year lease. As yet, no definite arrange-
ments have been made whereby the

federal projects would be turned over
to local authorities, Mr. Post said.

But municipal housing authorities
are none too anxious to assume respon-
sibility for control of federal low-rent
residential developments, said Henry
Wise, member, Cambridge Housing
Authority. Although they have long
maintained that federal housing proj-
ects should be placed entirely in their
hands, the discussion showed them as
hesitant over accepting projects from
the Federal Government because of
their high cost, consequent high rents
and the restrictions and control which
the Federal Government wishes to
maintain.

A somewhat different note was
struck by Catherine Bauer, well-known
houser, when she warned that public
housing will not be attained on a large
scale until a labor party, sufficiently
strong to dictate federal policies, is set
up. Her suggestion that delegates to
the meeting work toward this end in
their particular communities was loudly
cheered by the public officials, welfare
workers, architects, and others in at-
tendance.

One of the sessions was devoted to
a discussion of cooperative housing.
Ernest M. Fisher of FHA, who was a
member of the delegation sent by
President Roosevelt to study the co-
operative movement in Scandinavia,
showed interesting color films of Brit-
ish and Swedish housing.

NAREB to study "Science” of
Real Estate

“To conduct comprehensive research
into real estate problems and to pro-
mote adequate, widespread education
in the various specialized fields of realty
activity,” the National Association of
Real Estate Boards, meeting recently
in New Orleans, adopted Walter S.
Schmidt’s recommendation for crea-
tion of a National Real Estate Founda-
tion. Said Mr. Schmidt, presenting
the plan: “You, as realtors, are con-
cerned primarily with cities; you can
prosper only as they prosper . . . yet,
almost without exception, they are rot-
ting at the core.” Some steps had
already been taken but “how woefully
inadequate, how negligible these ac-
complishments” in the face of present-
day conditions.

By means of the 6-point program of
education and research of the new
Foundation, “trends can be determined
and principles enunciated to give them
sound and practical guidance.”

NEWS
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A M E

T H O D

FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE TO REBUILD CITIES

by CLARENCE ARTHUR PERRY

Russell Sage Foundation

EDITOR'S NOTE.—Although Mr. Perry frequently mentions slum districts and
New York city, his suggestions have an equal applicability to other cities and

to deteriorated areas not yet regarded as slums. The neighborhood unit varies in

size with density. In one city a public school district may cover 40 or 50

acres—in a metropolis only 20 acres—but in both cases the arrangement of

the dwellings and their related services should follow the same pattern. The

problem of rebuilding is that of inserting a pattern, gradually, into areas which

are decaying because of its lack.

Digging a channel in the slum for commercial de-
velopment is a hazardous proposal. Some upturn-
ing of traditional notions is bound to occur. One
is certain to strike the boulders of property in-
terests. However, these acres of sour real estate,
which lie just outside the downtown business centers
of our large cities, present a challenge that cannot
be ignored. Pestilential to their dwellers and lia-
bilities to their owners, they nevertheless possess in
an unusual degree that prime attribute of land value,
accessibility to population. Must it be admitted that
their reclamation is beyond the capacity of the
American people? If so, where is that inventive
ability and productive genius for the possession of
which we have so complacently accepted the praise
of other peoples?

There is a school of thought which holds that
slum rehabilitation is a government job. If that
view limited the function of government to demoli-
tion, I should find it useful. There are, however,
certain conditions residing in the very nature of
government which constitute serious impediments
to its success in the constructive phase of the slum
job. In the first place, government—certainly
democratic government—cannot proceed without a
popular mandate. It cannot build without an ap-
propriation. The giving of both the mandate and
the money, according to experience, is capricious.

THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD

The authorization is not always accompanied by the
funds. One Congress may give enough for the
foundations and the next Congress fail to ap-
propriate for the superstructure. If, however, a
practical channel were provided for private enter-
prise in this field it would work continuously, just as
long as the golden vein held out.

In the second place, an administration cannot take
visible and certain risks. You all remember the
early days of the Housing Division when Robert
Kohn, carrying out the instructions of his Depart-
ment, told us about the kinds of projects which
would be entertained by the government. IHe em-
phasized particularly that every housing proposal
sent to Washington must have the undoubted ap-
proval and backing of its community. Well now,
under the conditions that existed, what classes of
people were in a position to formulate and send in
development proposals? Naturally only the owners,
or the controllers, of large plots. Human nature
being what it is, how could the owners of large
tracts frame projects involving the purchase of their
land that would seem to the public at large as
marked by magnanimity and public spirit? And yet
I submit that the Administration could not—and no
thoughtful person would expect it to—undertake
projects which lacked an obvious public approval.
Stern political conditions require that, at least in

ISSUE OF JANUARY 1937 1 1



their original form, government projects be devoid of patent
risks.

Are we, however, to attempt the conquest of the slum
without the aid of imagination, invention, and constructive
genius? If we are going to make use of those aids we must
have a form of auspices that can take risks. We all know
that whenever a Ford or a Chrysler devises a new model,
and makes the machinery necessary for its production in
large quantities, a quite considerable risk is undertaken. The
uncertainty as to customer approval is an inevitable ac-
companiment of the advance in design which is embodied in
the new model. Most changes in the apparatus of human
living carry risks for the entrepreneur who first introduces
them. This is especially true of innovations in style. But
private enterprise can take these risks, it can stand occasional
losses, because it has also the chance of making compensatory
profits. There can be little boldness of invention or enter-
prise on the part of industry when either dividends or prices
are limited in advance by external authority. That brings
us to the first characteristic of our proposal. It is suggested
that development corporations operating under this plan be
not restricted as to prices and, certainly at the outset, not
limited in the enjoyment of earned dividends.

If, however, private capital is going to be permitted the
stimulus of profits in its slum enterprises it must expect to
pay regular taxes and to get along without a government
subsidy. Those conditions are accepted in the plan under
discussion.

But private enterprise has so far shown little ability to re-
build slum districts. If it is going to operate there, it must
have some kind of help. Precisely what aid is required?
Obviously it must be helped to surmount the two big ob-
stacles that now stand in its way. They are: (1) the diffi-
culty of inserting large-scale developments in the existing
street system, and (2) the impossibility of paying the
“hold-up” prices demanded by monopolistic landowners.
Meeting those difficulties, it is immediately apparent, will
involve some kinds of change in the present municipal prac-
tices and general legal procedures.

Type of Project

It is plain that private building money will not seek to
work in slum districts unless there is a type of project
that is physically possible and economically attractive. What,
in outline, are the chief characteristics of such a project?
The method being presented contemplates only those cen-
tral slum areas which from a city planning standpoint should
be continued in a residential category, and assumes that
apartment dwellings are the indicated type of housing.

At the outset it is obvious that, to cover the costs of
the expensive land, demolition of the old tenements and
construction of new buildings, as well as to yield a profit,
considerably higher rents must be obtained from the new
tenants than were paid by the former dwellers. A higher
income class must be attracted to this slum district. Can
it be done?

If a class of people with different standards from those
of the former tenants are to be induced to live in a slum
section, two things must be accomplished. (1) Their

natural objections to the section must be overcome, and (2)
they must be attracted by advantages which are superior to
those in their present environment.

Their objections to living in a slum will vary, of course,
but usually they will consist of the following: (a) the street
address would not represent their social status and tastes,
(b) the disagreeable character of window vistas and of
street conditions in the immediate vicinity, and (c) the un-
pleasant personal contacts on the streets, in nearby parks
and shops, and in the school.

It is clear that the only type of development which stands
a chance of overcoming those objections is one that is large
and comprehensive. It must be sufficiently outstanding in
size and distinguished in character to afford a street ad-
dress with the social stamp desired by the prospective ten-
ants. Its ground plan must create both internal vistas and
street conditions of satisfactory quality. If it is to meet
the needs of a competent, healthy family-loving class, the
project must include not only outdoor amenity, but shops
and a public school. Cultured parents are particular about
the schools their children attend.

The question now is: Could those requirements be met
by any plan that is physically possible? Iet us examine
conditions in New York’s central slum area. Quite a num-
ber of the East Side blocks are 670 feet long. Suppose
you put five of those blocks together. You would have,
including the four intercepted streets, a plot 670 feet by
1,240, or something over 19 acres. At a density of 316
per gross acre, you would have a population of 6,000 which
would furnish the pupils for one elementary school. If you
covered as high as 40 per cent of the plot with structures,
you would still have over 11 acres to devote to recreation
spaces and landscaped amenity. With such a plot to play
with, is the skilled architect going to experience difficulty
in turning out an interesting plan? Think of his diversified
designing opportunity! Has there ever been a richer chance
for imaginative ingenuity and artistic expression ?

In addition to the living quarters, such a development
would include, as integral parts of the scheme, a number of
facilities not usually provided in housing projects. These
would vary but they might include the following: retail
shops, a school, a children’s playground, an open-air pool,
handball courts, and possibly a hotel containing a ballroom
and various meeting places. The school’s auditorium and
gymnasium could be planned in such a way as to accommo-
date many occasions and services of interest to adults as well
as children. Without having to get out his car, the Wall
Street worker could take his exercise, enjoy a swim, hold a
dinner party, smoke his cigar amidst shrubbery and tinkling
fountains, and provide his guests with first-rate amateur or
professional entertainment. His family could satisfy a large
number of their daily needs without having to venture into
traffic-crowded streets.

When the projected North River, midtown, and East
River tunnels have become realities and an elevated drive
has been constructed along East River, the automobile
access to the East Side from both New Jersey and Long
Island will be vastly more comfortable. Is it not possible
that housing projects of the character described may then
overcome the present objections to the East Side as a resi-
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dential district and begin to exert an effective attraction upon
higher income groups?

An important aspect of the physical planning problem
is that of closing, or modifying the character of, the in-
tercepted streets. Will the requirements of general circula-
tion permit the insertion of a residential cell of five-block
magnitude into an already congested street system? On
this point several observations can be made. As to the
complete closing of streets the problem is mitigated if the
first project of this sort is located next to East River.
Streets have to end there. Ending some of them a block
west of the river would not entail much inconvenience.
Again, in the existing one-way traffic system we partially
close some streets now. For traffic which could not be
interrupted, the best solution would be found, probably,
in the provision of tunnels for vehicles, and of underground
arcades (lined with shops) for pedestrians. On the surface,
general traffic would be facilitated by the fact that the
streets bounding these projects would be widened at the ex-
pense of the development.

Are projects of the kind outlined economically practicable?
Of course no positive general answer can be made. Each
one would be different. All that can be done here is to offer
certain considerations having a presumptive significance.
They arise principally out of the fact that in dwellings the
source of light and air is through windows in the side walls.
When you place two dwellings side by side you shut out
from each of them a certain amount of the precious at-

mosphere. When you place them on top of each other the
access of sunlight to rooms through windows is not in-
terrupted. Thus when you replace a horizontal disposi-
tion of living quarters with a vertical arrangement you in-
vest dwellings with greatly increased values.

Again, open spaces acquire both utility and value through
combination. If the cube of luminous ether just outside
your window is lined up against the cubes of other residents,
you can then look through not only your own cube but
those also of your neighbors. They can look through yours
as well as their own. The ether can apparently stand the
passage of an infinite number of light rays without suf-

fering damage. The charm of vistas increases with their
length. In multi-block projects the developer can take ad-
vantage not only of the values preculiar to towers and
vertical construction generally, but he can also preserve and
utilize efficiently the green earth and the open spaces above
it which result from this form of reconstruction.

Another source of value is that which is inherent gen-
erally in new construction. The developer can incorporate
many of the new developments in heating, lighting, decora-
tion and household equipment. These improvements, added
to the advantages which are peculiar to these comprehensive
developments, should invest them with unusual marketability.
They should not only bring higher prices than equivalent
quarters elsewhere, but also show a lower vacancy rate.

At this point it should be stated that the neighborhood
unit type of project described above has been selected for
this method because of the numerous public benefits which
are gained through its utilization. Also, projects of this
magnitude should have a more appreciable effect than smaller
ones in raising the tone of the section. Tt is not assumed
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A Actual plan of four New York City blocks.

B Diagram showing building bulk at same height as A with indicated
setback from streets and over three acres of open area at center.

C Diagram (not a proposed plan) showing possible disposition of
apartment house perimeter at height of 135 feet. There would be
8!/; acres of open space for parks, gardens and recreation.

that all the blocks of the East Side, or indeed any other
blighted area, can be included in neighborhood unit districts.
Certain blocks will be unmanageable because of traffic
reasons or because of certain structures it is not practicable
to demolish. Such interstitial areas are, however, likely to
be helped and revitalized by the new demands put upon
them by the reconstructed neighborhoods in their vicinity.
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After a method has been worked out, and has become
established, for the assembling of large plots, it is possible
that the same method can be used in acquiring smaller ones.

Assuming now that a strong development corporation
has become convinced that, given the ability to acquire the

B S S T R E L E T
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A FIVE-BLOCK APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT — BY ARTHUR C.
HOLDEN & ASSOCIATES.

plot at a reasonable price, it could make an attractive profit
in a slum district, what could it do to get started? How
would it know where to look for a site? How would it be
able to secure a permit to close or modify cross streets?
Merely the putting of these questions is sufficient to elicit the
answer. Private industry is not in a position to take the
initiative in slum reconstruction. The way must be pointed
out and illuminated by government.

The Attitude of Government _
If our theory is sound that the rebuilding of the slum is

practical only in large chunks, each being magnificently
treated, then we are dealing with a tremendous industrial
operation. Such huge excavations and refillings in a con-

gested section cannot be accomplished under a mere per-.

missive or regulative attitude on the part of the city gov-
ernment. It must desire these improvements, if we are to
have them, and it must work aggressively to bring them
about. It will have to adopt a special reclamation policy and
set up an agency or arm of the government having the
requisite powers and organization to give it expression.

Without suggesting what bodies should perform the vari-
ous functions, let me first outline briefly the kinds of aid
which government can give—must give—in the carrying out
of the proposed plan.

1. The districts for which neighborhood unit developments
may be proposed must be demarcated upon a master plan
map. The treatment of the intercepted street which the city
will permit must be defined.

2. Before such districts can be laid out, however, the
government will have to carry on planning and economic

studies which will enable it to specify their optimum size’

and other characteristics. It must determine not only the
number of blocks a unit may occupy but set the limits as to
density, fix the permitted coverage, and establish the light

standards which must be observed. Any other requirement
that should be imposed upon the character of the develop-
ment in the public interest must be determined by the gov-
ernment in advance.

3. With the location and the specifications of a desirable
unit plan in hand the government approaches a competent
construction corporation. It explains the general idea, ex-
hibits the particular requirements and announces that, if a
capable corporation prepared a project plan meeting those
specifications and asked the city to implement it, the appeal
would not fall upon deaf ears. (After this procedure be-
came established the selection of the corporation might be
accomplished by means of a competition.)

The corporation then studies the specifications, prepares a
project plan—we will assume—and submits it to the city.
Along with the proposal, it offers evidence of its ability
to purchase the site on the terms indicated by the city and
puts up bonds guaranteeing its performance of the con-
struction.

The city examines the corporation’s proposal and its
project plan. Since the government has in its specifications
indicated a willingness to modify the intercepted streets, that
matter becomes automatically adjusted by the acceptance
of the plan. All that then is required to make the plan
practical is assistance in the acquisition of the site by the
corporation. For the solution of this difficulty, it is sug-
gested that use be made of an established procedure which
is called “‘changing the city map.”

Changing the City Map

For this discussion we may be allowed to assume that
the corporation’s ground plan is of a simple character and
one best suited for the application of the method that is
proposed. What such a plan would show is fairly clear.
In its center there would be one or more large courts or
open spaces. They would be set aside for planning, for rec-
reation, for amenity. Essentially they would perform the
function of a public park and that is the legal status it is
proposed to give them in this scheme. The difficulty in-
volved in this classification will be discussed later. In addi-
tion to these parks, the plan might show a space marked
“public school.” It might also show the bed of certain
existing streets which it was proposed to close. It would
probably show strips around the border of the plot which
it proposed to take from private plots and devote to the
widening of the boundary streets. In between these border
strips and the central parks there would be strips marked
“building sites.” Thus the components of the ground plan
according to their legal status would consist of: public
parks, a school site, land in streets or desired for streets,
and private building sites.

Before referring to the existing statutory provisions under
which the city can act in dealing with this matter, I should
like to say that of course the municipality will not make use
of these provisions unless it can assure itself that its act
can be justified in the minds of the public at large. The basis
upon which it may hope to secure such justification will be
discussed in a moment.

Now, without taking up the order or the details of pro-
cedure, and assuming an extraordinary unanimity and co-
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operative attitude on the part of city departments, let me
mention the various powers under which it is believed this
matter of changing the city map can be handled. It is
plain that the park department can condemn the land set
aside in the plan for public parks, especially when it is un-
derstood that their entire costs are to be borne by the de-
velopment. The board of education can condemn the land
for the school site. As to the land in the existing streets,
marked for closing, it is certain the city could not secure the
consent of the abutting owners, and to avoid damage suits
the city will have to condemn the abutting parcels. In order
to secure the strips needed for widening the boundary streets,
the city will again have to resort to condemnation.

After all those “takings” have been exercised, it is as-
sumed that the remnants of the private parcels will be in
such a shape that it will be impractical to utilize them as
suitable building sites. To avoid “consequential damages”
the city will be obliged to take those parcels also and this
it would do under the established procedure of excess con-
demnation. The city would then have “taken” all of the
private land in the plot upon which the new development
is to be erected. Certain parts of it, by the corporation’s
project plan, are set aside for public purposes—parks, school
site, and streets—the remainder only being available for
building sites. This remainder the city is now in a position
to sell and to transfer to the corporation, under such re-
strictions as it desires to impose. The consideration of the
transfer is that which was offered by the corporation—that is,
the reimbursement of the city for all the awards that were
made in the process of all of the condemnations exercised
in securing the whole plot.

The corporation is now in a position to go ahead and
construct the development.

Excess Condemnation
The amendment to the New York Constitution, under which

“more” land than is actually needed for specific public im-
provements can be taken, says: “ . provided, however,
that the additional land and property so authorized to be
taken shall be no more than sufficient to form suitable build-
ing sites abutting on such park, public place, highway or
street.” It is clear that under a strict interpretation of this
amendment, and of the statute based upon it, a particular
plot plan, contemplating the application of excess condemna-
tion, would have to be designed with extreme care. Much,
of course, depends upon how ‘“suitability” is construed.
Frank Williams, in his Law of City Planming and Zoning,
refers to the 1904 Ohio statute which authorizes the cities
of that state to condemn excess land to protect certain classes
of improvements and preserve their “view, appearance, light,
air, and usefulness.” If by judicial construction a broad view
could be taken of our New York law ; if the unsuitability of
structures not related to a comprehensive plan could be
plainly seen by the courts; then little trouble should be ex-
perienced under this procedure in resorting to excess con-
demnation for acquiring plots desired for governmentally-
approved building projects. Perhaps if the first projects
under this method do not rest upon too thin ice, and the in-
evitable test case is successful in upholding the desired princi-
ple, the procedure may bring such public approval that the

disposition to question it will disappear.

To the layman, the purpose behind excess condemnation,
even when specified as the elimination of remnants and con-
stituting a way of escaping “consequential damages,” is so
basically a method of facilitating a beneficial replotting that
there should be no question about its applicability in the
situation under discussion. If, however, the early attempts
to use this statute should disclose a weakness in this position,
then the difficulty should be removed by legislation and, if
necessary, by a broader amendment. The procedure itself
would seem to be justified by public policy.

The Public Benefits
Whether or not public opinion will sustain the city in a real

estate operation of this magnitude—one which at first sight
will to many seem revolutionary—will depend upon the
validity of the advantages it bestows upon the public at
large and upon how well those advantages have been “‘gotten
over” to the public mind. These public benefits may be
enumerated as follows:

1. Without expense to the taxpayers, a sizable plot of green

earth, affording recreation and amenity, has been in-

serted in the midst of a residential neighborhood.

A school and a collection of retail stores have been suit-

ably and conveniently related to their supporting popula-

tions, a collocation that happens rarely in undirected
residential improvement.

3. Access to school, shops and parks has been made pos-
sible to their patrons without the necessity of crossing
traffic-laden highways, thus promoting a lowering of the
casualty rate from vehicular accidents.

4. The light, air and sanitary aspects of the district being
rebuilt are improved. The method makes it possible to
impose higher standards in these respects than are
feasible under existing general regulations.

5. A control of density, supplementary to that afforded by
zoning, is placed in the hands of government.

0o

6. A district of declining property values, characterized by
heavy arrearages in taxes and high service costs in police
and correctional departments, is replaced by a district
of economic stability, and improved moral character.

The placing of the project in the hands of a large private
corporation, unrestricted as to dividends or rents, is bound
to be a target for criticism. This objection should be fore-
stalled by giving careful attention to it in the educational
campaign that will need to accompany the inauguration of
this method. It should be pointed out that the public
benefits which constituted the price for government help
were obtained through the restrictions that were placed
upon the corporation’s use of the land. The number of
rooms which could be provided, the land which should be
set aside as parks, the closeness of structures as respects their
shadows, and the restrictions upon the future increases in
building bulk—in all these ways the corporation was limited
and compelled to submit to governmental guidance. The
limitation upon population, especially, affected the income
that could be obtained from the project. The government
fixed the maximum density at the lowest figure consistent,
according to its calculations, with a potential profit just large
enough to attract a competent corporation to undertake the
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job. In this connection the tremendous risks assumed by

the corporation should be made clear and impressive.
A measure that will also help in the public attitude to-
wards this method is suggested by the flexible restriction

upon dividends that has been accepted, in certain cases, by

the Federal Housing Administration. It permits a straight
dividend of six per cent and, if the surplus is large enough,
an increase up to eight and one-half per cent, provided such
excess over six is shared equally with the tenants. Cor-
porations which believe in small profits on a large volume
of business will accept this limitation. The important thing
is to secure the corporation that is going to break the ground
first. If even this restriction prevents that, it is preferable
not to set it up, in the beginning.

Even if a flexible limitation of dividends is adopted it
would be well to ponder, and perhaps revise, the FHA
figures. The straight permitted per cent should be high
enough to attract capital, following the principle that is fol-
lowed in fixing the return of public utilities. As a matter of
fact, the corporation selected by the city to do the construc-
tion will be essentially in the category of the public utility
body.

Apartment-Parks

The spectacle of large interior courts in lower East Side
apartments which are open to the public will not seem,
to persons familiar with that section, a satisfactory solution
of the problem involved in attracting to it a higher income
class of tenants. If those courts are going to have the legal
status of public parks, how is the public to be kept out of
them?

In seeking a way out of this difficulty, let us examine some
park usages. There are golf courses in Forest Park, Queens,
which I may not enter, carrying golf clubs, without paying a
fee. I cannot park my car at Jones Beach, or Playlands
without paying a fee. There are tennis courts in parks
upon which I may not play without paying.

Whether such facilities are handled as concessions or
administered directly by the Park Department is a detail of
routine that does not concern us. Neither is the kind of
equipment or the treatment of a park space the essential basis
upon which a charge is made. The real reason, as I see it, is
exclusiveness of use. The golfer and the car-owner are given
the right to occupy certain spaces for a time to the exclusion
of others. If the golf courses were absolutely free they
would be so crowded that nobody could use them enjoyably.
It is the fee in the case of the tennis court, the parking
space, and the golf course that makes the enjoyment of
such facilities comfortable and possible. Tt helps both to
regulate use and to place a part of the maintenance cost
directly upon the consumer.

If the apartment-parks proposed in this scheme were open
to the whole public without any regulation, their peculiar
value would be so lessened as to defeat the purpose for which
they were created. The way to meet this difficulty seems,
therefore, to lie in an application of the fee system. How
can this matter be handled ?

Suppose that the parks, within these rebuilt projects, as
fast as completed, passed at once into the charge of the
Park Department, by its staff to be equipped and super-

vised. How could the Department, out of its fixed ap-
propriation, meet these new and incalculable demands? Sup-
pose tax money was spent in the equipment and super-
vision of these large interior parks, so located as to be en-
joyed mainly by the occupants of the fine new apartments—
would the taxpayers at large accept that situation without
any murmurs.

Suppose, however, we treat all of these apartment-parks
as concessions, operated by the owners of the development
upon the following terms. The owners agree to equip and
maintain the parks in compliance with such regulations as
the Park Department may set up. They agree to permit
the enjoyment of the parks by all persons, whether residents
of the development or not, who pay the regular fees. These
fees shall be based upon the actual costs of administration
plus any percentage which the Park Department may re-
quire. The fees of the tenants may be included in their
rent and they will receive cards certifying their right to use
the parks. Families or individuals living outside of the de-
velopment would be able to gain the same right—obtain the
same cards—upon paying the same fees.

Without some such policy, the procedure we are pro-
posing would be seriously crippled. With such a policy, it
becomes possible to visualize the gradual reconstruction of
our slum areas, in large patches, each with a core of green
earth that is paid for and supported, without the aid of
taxpayers, entirely by those whose lives it brightens. As
public parks such patches could never be built upon and
would thus serve as barriers to any future increases in the
density of their developments. Would they have any less
public quality than the golf courses and the parking spaces
in parks for which patrons now pay? Is it, or is it not, a
good public policy to establish a new legal classification
called “apartment-parks”?

The Public School Problem

The size of the neighborhood unit is based upon that popula-
tion required for one elementary school. The suggestion of
its use as the pattern for these projects raises the question
as to the disposition of the school buildings now existing in
slum sections. That is a difficulty and there is no general
rule by which it can be met. FEach case will constitute a
special problem that will have to be handled by the gov-
ernment agency that first determines the suitability of a dis-
trict for reconstruction. There are several possible situa-
tions:

1. An existing school is in sufficient repair and is so located
that it can be left standing and incorporated in the re-
construction project.

2. The existing school is so old and dilapidated that a new
one is required.

3. The incursions of business or industry may have left an
island of residential territory so located that it can be
treated as a new school district for which a new building
will be needed.

4. A certain district, too small to require a regulation public
school, can be planned for a class of tenant who is ac-
customed to use a private school and for whom a private
institution meeting special needs can be built into the
project plan.

16 A METHOD FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE TO REBUILD CITIES



In cases where the school problem could not be suitably
handled at the time, that fact might be sufficient reason for
deferring the reconstruction of that district to a later date.
It would doubtless be a good policy to take the easiest cases
first. As reconstruction proceeded, confidence in the future
of the section would be.built up. It would be realized that
several generations would use the educational facilities being
constructed and that therefore they should be adequate for
the long and important service they would be called upon
to render.

The Dispossessed Tenement Dwellers

Under the proposed procedure, there is no possibility that
the slums can be cleared so rapidly and so suddenly as to
occasion a wholesale exodus of the present inhabitants.
Nevertheless they will gradually have to find new quarters
and that will constitute a social problem. From both hu-
manitarian reasons and the fact that the government is
abetting the demolition of their present homes, it will have
to concern itself with measures for their resettlement. Just
what methods will be best to follow is a large question and
one that cannot be discussed in this paper.

It may be pointed out, however, that our proposals are
not creating a new and uncontemplated social problem. Slum
clearance has already been set up as a definite governmental
concern. In this procedure an attempt is being made to
supplement the government’s efforts, in achieving a declared
objective, through the use of private industry.

Again, to whatever extent this procedure does accomplish
slum clearance, it creates a social situation that can be used
to urge support for another declared governmental objective
—low-rent housing. Furthermore, the governmental agency
that operates under this plan, in the selection and supervision
of neighborhood unit projects, will gain a knowledge and a
technique that will stand it in good stead when it comes to
handle projects that enjoy a government subsidy.

Summary of the Proposed Method

In order to make the principles involved in this procedure
stand out clearly, many of the practical details have not
been discussed. Thus no reference has been made to the
possibility that the owners of structures within neighbor-
hood unit districts selected for reconstruction might begin
to make alterations, or even rebuild, while the negotiations
with the constructing corporation were going on. Such
moves would tend to upset this procedure. Some legal de-
vice that would keep a situation stationary for a fixed period
is required. :

To meet this difficulty, resort is made to the suggestion
that has been offered at different times by both Arthur C.
Holden and the National Association of Real Estate Boards.
namely, of a legal “neighborhood improvement district.”
This would require a special law based upon the state’s
police power. The proponents of this device have set vari-
ous objectives for it, but in this scheme it would be used
simply to prevent the issuance of building permits affecting
properties within a selected area for a stated period fol-
lowing the formal publication of its boundaries and of the
purpose to implement its reconstruction.
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Another detail that has not been covered is the assign-
ment of the various public functions to particular bureaus or
agencies. As a matter of fact, no hard and fast allocations
can be made that will be suitable everywhere. In the fol-
lowing enumeration of the various steps in this procedure
a tentative assignment of functions to specific agencies is sub-
mitted for its suggestive value.

The Steps in the Procedure
1. The municipal housing authority carries on planning

and economic studies to determine the best locations and

_sizes for possible neighborhood unit projects.

2. The city planning commission demarcates the bound-
aries of such unit projects upon its master map.

3. The municipal council publishes the boundaries of a
project as a ‘“neighborhood improvement district” for the
purpose of preventing, for a stated period, any building with-
in the demarcated area.

4. The municipal housing authority selects (perhaps by
competition) a construction corporation and acquaints it with
the opportunities and the requirements connected with the
rebuilding of the published district.

5. The corporation studies the matter, prepares its plan
and proposal, and submits them to the housing authority,
asking permission to carry out its plan and-the assistance
of the city in assembling the site.

6. The housing authority examines the corporation’s pro-
posal and, if found satisfactory, recommends that the change
in the map which is sought by the corporation be brought
about and that the site be sold, after condemmnation, to the
corporation.

7. The municipal council publishes the proposal to change
the city map and sets a date for hearings.

8. If the hearings develop no insuperable obstacle, the
condemnation procedures are set in motion.

9. The corporation reimburses the City for the awards
which are made, the private building land is transferred by
the city to the corporation, which then proceeds with con-
struction.

10. All operations of the corporation during construction
and exploitation are carried on under supervision by ap-
propriate governmental agencies.

The philosophy of this method is simple. Wild residential
districts decay because they grow without the constraint and
the direction of a pattern. Dwellers need in their vicinity
services which their homes cannot give. They desire char-
acter in their surroundings—a quality that tells about them-
selves. Both the articulation of services and patrons, and
the investment of a settlement with character, can be ac-
complished only through the medium of a pattern.

A jungle cannot be corrected. It must be extirpated.
The slum requires demolition, replotting, and reconstruc-
tion in accordance with a pattern. Arranging the various
elements of a composition cannot be done by individuals.
That is a function which can be performed only by some
agency working in the interest of all—the government. Once
the mold has been shaped, another agency can be trusted
to pour the casting. Give this job to private industry and
it will furnish the energy, stand the risks, adorn its products
with intriguing qualities, and work unceasingly.
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Photo by André Feininger

LYONEL FEININGER was
born in New York City in
1871. As a boy of sixteen
he went to Germany by sail-

ing ship intending tfo stay in
Europe one or two years.
It was not until forty-nine
years later, in the summer of
1936, that he returned to
America to conduct summer
classes at Mills College in
Oakland, California.

It seems unnecessary fo de-
termine whether Feininger
should be classed as an
American or a FEuropean
artist. It is obviously safe to
assert that contact with the
European art renascence of
the pre- and post-war years,
Cubism, in particular, had
its influences on his tech-
niques. Feininger is re-
nowned in Germany as a

Cubist.

with the Bauhaus from its

He was associated

earliest years at Weimar.

Feininger's favorite subject
is the sailing ship. He sees
the beauty of the ship born
of fts own function—the
bitter necessity of facing
the wind and sea under all
Although  his

paintings are abstract and

conditions.
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suggestive rather than realis-
tic it is easy fo understand
the old salt who remarked
after looking at them, "that
man knows ships." Another of
Feininger's favorite subjects
are houses in the streets of
old-gabled towns. Again it
is the essential form which
attracts him. He knows
houses, and offen painfs
from wooden models of
houses he has made. The
fact that Feininger, like Paul
Klee, is also 'a musician
helps us to understand the
architectonic nature of his

vision.

The strangely provocative
quality of Feininger's work
arises from the combination
of precise structural line and
dreamlike mood. Clear lines
that direct the eye and
spaces of muted bright
color, which one finds in his
aquarelles and certain of his
oils, can only be compared
to Japanese prints in their
power to evoke a feeling of

distance.

Writing of Feininger's re-
cent work, Herman Scheff-
auer speaks of the strange
transparency and luminosity
in these creations, as of
other or inner worlds, glassy
walls and planes that carry
the eye and soul to new in-
finities of light, radiance
and distance beyond dis-
tance. Here indeed we ap-
proach close to painting
that has succeeded in fixing
the "soul" of things, the
astral body, as it were, of
towns and other appari-

tions of the external world.

The pictures are reproduced through
the courtesy of Miss Willard of the
East River Galleries, New York.
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WAITING ROOM, CAPITOL GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL, NEW YORK CITY
THOMAS W. LAMB, INC., ARCHITECTS

BUS TERMINAL FOR THE ATLANTIC GREYHOUND LINES,

MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA—GEORGE D. BROWN, ARCHITECT

THE BUS TERMINAL of a few years ago was a small
shed-like structure, consisting of a waiting room and a
small office; or, in some instances, the drug store served as
a bus stop with ticket office. Rapid developments in trans-
portation and demands for more adequate facilities confronted
the architect with the problem of planning the bus station
to include arrangements and space provisions in keeping with
the demands of progress. A listing of the features of this
new building type follows:

Waiting room Tours booth

Lounge Information booth

Parcel room Offices for executives and em-
Baggage storage ployees

Kitchen storage Pillow room

Showers Newsstand

Ticket office Dispatcher's booth
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By OFFICE OF

Restaurant Telephones
Lunchroom Ticket storage
Kitchen Steamship office
Sheltered platforms Manager's office
Toilets Auditor's office

Other offices

Service rooms for help
Barber shop

The Capitol Bus Terminal in New York City is the latest
and most complete station, serving transcontinental and
suburban routes. It is the nearest approach to the complex
railway terminal. It is built on a plot approximately 200
feet by 155 feet in width. The building is 88 feet in width
and extends through the block from 51st Street to 52d
Street. On each side of the terminal and adjoining the bus
lanes are concrete platforms constructed sawtooth fashion
to facilitate the entrance or egress of the passengers from

ISSUE OF JANUARY 1937

BUS TERMINAL

THOMAS W LAMB, INC.

the busses. A dispatcher’s office completely glazed for un-
obstructed vision of the dispatcher is located at the center
of the west platform, giving him complete control over the
incoming and outgoing busses.

The metal canopies are constructed over the east and west
platforms to provide shelter for the passengers going or com-
ing from the busses.

These canopies are faced with 18-gauge galvanized cor-
rugated Toncan metal with 124” corrugations set normal
to the wall, bolted to wood blocking secured to steel fram-
ing. Each sheet is lapped with interlocking joints riveted
together, and soldered around the rivets. All joints are
caulked. At the walls these canopies are flattened and turned
up 6 inches; they are spiked into the brick joints and then
cap flashed. Molded gutters of 16-oz. lead-coated copper
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CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA. GEORGE D. BROWN, ARCHITECT
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Above and at Left: CAPITOL GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL,
NEW YORK CITY—THOMAS W. LAMB, INC., ARCHITECTS

are provided the full length of canopies along the lanes.
This method of canopy construction over bus lane platform
is an innovation since formerly these were constructed of
concrete and were also used for baggage loading platforms
at upper level. The old type busses, it will be recalled, car-
ried baggage on baggage racks on their roofs, but the new
type busses introduced this year carry the baggage in spe-
cially-designed compartments, below the floor of the bus
and between the wheels. An overhead loading platform is
therefore no longer necessary.

The building is constructed of brick masonry on a con-
crete foundation with brick piers supporting the roof girders.
Along the east and west bus lanes the walls are faced with
Kittanning brick to a height of approximately 8-10" and
the masonry above this point is finished in stucco to the
underside of the parapet coping.

The 51st Street facade and returns are surfaced with buff
colored face brick from the top of the cast granite back to
the underside of the topmost coping.

The ceiling height of waiting room is approximately 24'-0".
The side walls are finished in plaster above the terrazzo
base, with spaces reserved for murals. The floor of the
main waiting room is surfaced with terrazzo with figures
of racing “greyhounds,” outlined by 4” thick white metal
divider strips. The “Ticket,” “Tours” and “Information”
counters are faced with Burl walnut panels, inlaid with
strips of ebony, separated by ebonized hardwood moldings.
The counter tops are covered with 3/16” thick “battleship”
linoleum edged with extruded aluminum nozing.

At each end of the waiting room there is a second floor
mezzanine for the offices of executives and employees. These
second floor mezzanines are constructed of concrete, finished
in linoleum and mastic floor tile, and are terminated at the
waiting room portions in the form of small open railed bal-
conies. The northerly portion of the mezzanine is designed
for the use of a balcony lounge, connected to the main wait-
ing room by a large stairway finished in terrazzo. Here the
patrons may repose, and view the complete activity through-
out the main waiting room.

A complete annunciating system is installed for announc-
ing busses to waiting public.
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HOUSE OF CHARLES A. THOMSON
PORT WASHINGTON, LONG ISLAND

PORTER O. DANIEL, ARCHITECT

CONSTRUCTION: concrete

block foundation,

brick veneer walls, slate roof. Floors are of ran-
dom oak plank. All walls are papered with the
exception of foyer, living and dining rooms which
are paneled in pine. Aluminum foil insulation on
second floor ceiling. Heating is by steam.
Built-in features: bookcases and china closets.
Double-hung  windows with  bronze  screens.
COLOR SCHEME: exterior, whitewashed brick
and red shutters; interior, pine panels stained,
waxed and rubbed with steel wool; other rooms
painted. COST: $9,900, including plot.
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HOUSE OF CHARLES A. THOMSON
PORT WASHINGTON, LONG ISLAND
PORTER O. DANIEL, ARCHITECT
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EXHIBITION HOUSE

EXHIBITION
HOUSE FOR THE
"LOS ANGELES
TIMES”

LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA

B
H. ROY KELLEY,

EDGARBISSANTZ,
H. G. SPIELMAN,
ASSOCIATED
ARCHITECTS

Photos by George

A ... GENERAL VIEW
B...cenp view
C ... EXTERIOR DETAIL

Photo by W. P. Waodcm_:[;
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EXHIBITION HOUSE
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Photo by W. . oodcock
EXHIBITION HOUSE FOR THE "LOS ANGELES TIMES”
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

H. ROY KELLEY, EDGAR BISSANTZ, HAROLD G. SPIELMAN, ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS
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EXHIBITION HOUSE

Photo by George Haight
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EXHIBITION HOUSE

EXHIBITION HOUSE FOR
THE "LOS ANGELES TIMES”
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

H. ROY KELLEY, EDGAR BISSANTZ, HAROLD G. SPIELMAN,
ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS

Above: LIVING ROOM, VIEW TO-
WARD FIREPLACE AND PORCH.
Right: DETAIL OF ENTRANCE HALL.
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DENTAL OFFICE

Photo by Arthur C. Haskell

DENTAL OFFICE
MELROSE, MASSACHUSETTS

ROYAL BARRY WILLS, ARCHITECT; HUGH A. STUBBINS, ASSOCIATE Py

CONSTRUCTION: exterior walls of cin-
der concrete blocks, surfaced with Cali-
fornia stucco. Inside partitions are wood
studded, lathed and plastered. Roof of
built-up tar and gravel with rockwool
insulation. Metal-backed rock lath on
walls. Lintels for windows steel angles.
Windows are Hope standard casements.
Floors throughout are linoleum except

in reception room which is carpeted.

CON SULTATION|
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DENTAL OFFICE

RECEPTION DESK IN OFFICE

DENTAL OFFICE
MELROSE, MASSACHUSETTS

Photos by Arthur C. Haskell

= o 3 i

ROYAL BARRY WILLS, ARCHITECT
HUGH A. STUBBINS, ASSOCIATE

INTERIOR LAYOUT: the building consists of an
office for attendant and large reception room
with platform at one end to serve the dual pur-
pose of lecture platform and place for children
to play. There are three operating rooms, each
fully equipped, and a laboratory and darkroom
for developing X-rays, a private study for the
doctor, and a retiring room with lavatory con-
necting. There is also a small basement for the
heater and for storage purposes. Heating is
done by gas air conditioning unit.

COLOR SCHEME OF RECEPTION ROOM: floor,
dark blue; wall opposite main window is dark
brown; that over fireplace is white, that opposite
the entrance is light yellow. Covering on chairs
is yellow and brown; divan is brown. Curtain
separating office from reception room is beige,
yellow, white and brown.

INTERIOR OF LABORATORY
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COVERED MARKET

VIEW TOWARD MAIN ENTRANCE

Photo Roos

COVERED MARKET

HELSINGFORS, FINLAND /_ﬂ/’ﬁm ;

A. HYTONEN AND
R. V. LUUKKONEN, ARCHITECTS% I P M- —

PROBLEM: the Covered Market at Helsingfors serves a

variety of uses. Most important of all, it is an inclosed SECTION
market and fair; it is used for exhibitions, gatherings such

as festivals, lectures and sporting events.

DESIGN: the building proper consists of a large hall with
surrounding balcony. The space beneath and above this
balcony is divided into a series of bays by concrete walls,
both for separating spaces and for support of roof. The
ground floor is sufficiently large to accommodate four
tennis courts. One end of thz hall is open, while the other
end provides space for a restaurant.

1 ENTRANCE HALL (Ground Floor)
2 LARGE HALL
3 LAVATORIES GROUND FLOOR

0 10 20
10 ; 3‘0 4ID 510

ISSUE OF JANUARY 1937 31



Photo Roos

COVERED MARKET
HELSINGFORS, FINLAND

A. HYTONEN AND R. V. LUUKKONEN,
ARCHITECTS

32

0 N o~ B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

TOILETS

KITCHEN

JANITORS' LIVING QUARTERS
OFFICE

STOKERS" LIVING QUARTERS
VENTILATING PLANT

BOILER HOUSE

FUEL

PUMP ROOM

DRESSING ROOM

METER ROOM

ELECTRIC SUB-STATION
STOREROOM

RESTAURANT (first floor)
BALCONY

PANTRY

MAIN

ENTRANCE ON SOUTH SIDE

vk cnd [ SELS PASETS Hgn
AYTTHE T 110 T E e
9 BT 51
T \2
o

i}

12

Lol o0
T

BASEMENT

FIRST FLOOR

THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD



COVERED MARKET

INTERIOR

ISSUE OF JANUARY 1937




COVERED MARKET

Photo Roos
CASHIER'S OFFICE

COVERED MARKET
HELSINGFORS, FINLAND
A. HYTONEN AND R. V. LUUKKONEN, ARCHITECTS

CONSTRUCTION: the roof is supported by trusses
over concrete cross walls. Exterior walls are in
concrete and brick. The horizontal thrust of arches
is cared for partly by the walls and partly by INTERIOR
tie-rods which span the hall. The ceiling of the Bhioto by B Grantund
hall and also the roof are of wood. The exterior
face of the building is stucco over concrete and
brick. The interior facing is cloth stretched over
wood frames. A specialized lighting system was
adopted and made to suit a variety of needs.
The general lighting was placed behind large
sheets of glass flush with the ceiling, the lighting
units being above. Reflector lights were adopted
for windows. A third group, namely, stage light-
ing, consists of six lights hung from the ceiling.
These were used for concerts or for meetings.
Provision is also made for spotlights, moving pic-
tures and other current requirements.
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CHURCH

Photograph by Robert W. Tebbs

CHURCH OF ST. HUGO IN THE HILLS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN ARTHUR DES ROSIERS, ARCHITECT
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Ph‘otgraph by Robert W. Tebbs

CHURCH OF ST. HUGO
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

The exterior is of native stone. Entrance
doors are built of cypress timbers bound
together by wrought iron overlays bolted
to the timbers. The interior stone walls
are buff in color and laid in random
ashlar manner. The open-timber ceiling
consists of heavy wood roof supports,
between which is laid thick cypress plank-
ing of random V widths. The problem
of acoustics in the church was carefully
studied and solved by introducing into
the ceiling sound-absorbing material.
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CHURCH

by Robert W. Tetbs
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CHURCH OF ST. HUGO IN THE HILLS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN ARTHUR DES ROSIERS, ARCHITECT
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TEGHNICAL NEWS AND RESEARCH

Courtesy Plumbing and Heating Trade Journal

NEW STANDARDS e NEW DESIGNS e NEW EQUIPMENT

JANUARY 1937

High standards of sanitation—a distinction of
American life—are responsible for the rapid
technical and commercial development of
sanitary facilities in this country. Much of
excellence has been accomplished, but a sur-
vey of the field shows still further progress
is needed as standards continue to advance.

The problem is broad in scope. On a regional
scale the pr