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Columbia University’s new field house, the Campbell Sports
Center by Steven Holl Architects, is designed to be a team
player with facilities that foster balance between the minds

and bodies of student athletes in a range of sports. Inspired by
the slanting lines of field-play diagrams, the building’s design
relies on point foundations and a lightweight steel structure to
achieve its diverse program on a sloped site. The university’s
first new athletics building since the mid-1970s, Campbell
forms a gateway to the revitalized Baker Athletics Complex,

and a new game plan for sports at Columbia.

Structural Steel
Right for any application

For help achieving the goals of your next project,
contact the Steel Institute of New York.

)1 Steel Institute of New York

Publisher of Metals in Construction
211 E43 ST | NY,NY 10017 | 212-697-5553 | www.siny.org
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the OptiQ™ Ultra Thermal Window series — continue to set the highest levels of thermal performance. With the AA5450

the standard for brilliance in window design. The result of an series window, thermal intelligence just got brighter.
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FireLite

3 OK, so maybe it wasn’t the most attractive decade.
But the ‘80s were still smokin’ thanks to FireLite.
This awesome fire-rated glass ceramic changed
the way we look at building design and fire-rated
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bodacious views, while retaining fire ratings up to
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improved color, clarity and surface quality.
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Walnut and oyster shells. They're two of the bio-based materials
in Ecolibrium®, our new wall base made from naturally renewable
ingredients. Thanks to an innovative, patent-pending formulation,
Ecolibrium is phthalate- and PVC-free. It's our most sustainable wall
base yet. And, it's one more way Tarkett" helps you balance your

flooring and accessories choices.

To learn more, call 1.800.899.8916
or visit tarkettna.com/InANutshell.
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Summer in the City

New urban parks of all varieties
are transforming neighborhoods
around the country.

IT’S AUGUST, and if you're a city dweller, it’s great to be able to hang
out on a summer’s day in a nearby park. But just how nearby depends
on what city you live in. In June, the Trust for Public Land issued its
ParkScore, a rating of park systems in America’s 50 biggest cities.
Minneapolis came out on top, based on three criteria: the percentage
of residents who live within a 10-minute walk of a park (94 percent);
the median size of its parks (6.5 acres), and the level of municipal
investment. New York came in second, with even more people close to
a park (96 percent) but with a smaller median size (only 1.06 acres).

Parks, not surprisingly, make people happy. A long-term study of
12,000 Britons by researchers at the University of Exeter found that
those who lived in areas with green space expressed more satisfaction
and were less distressed than those who didn’t.

As the population grows in urban cores, parks have become more
essential than ever. And the design profession is responding by creating
ever more varied and unusual public spaces—the High Line in New York,
Millennium Park in Chicago, the Olympic Sculpture Park in Seattle
among them. The best parks cater not only to a wide range of citizens
and activities but quietly foster sustainability by harboring wildlife
and reducing potential damage from flooding and other disasters
linked to climate change.

In eras past, civic parks were intended as pastoral escapes. But as
early as 1939, in ARCHITECTURAL RECORD, three modern masters of
landscape architecture— Garrett Eckbo, Daniel U. Kiley, and James C.
Rose—wrote a futurist manifesto, “Landscape Design in the Urban
Environment,” in which they advanced the following principles:
“Design in the recreational environment of tomorrow must (1) integrate
landscape and building, (2) be flexible, (3) be multi-utile, (4) exploit
mechanization, (5) be social, not individual, in its approach.”

They were ahead of their time. “Until the 1960s, the profession was
basically anti-urban,” recalls M. Paul Friedberg, the landscape architect
of such breakthrough public spaces as Peavey Plaza (1975) in Minneapolis,
recently listed on the National Register of Historic Places (and threat-
ened with demolition). “I wasn’t considered a landscape architect
early in my career because I was working in hardscape.”

Today’s urban parks, too, reflect and embrace the complexities of
the contemporary city, often by regenerating leftover spaces. In this
issue, we look at new landscape projects in six cities. Three of the
projects dramatically subvert the culture of the car. In Dallas, the
5-acre Klyde Warren Park, designed by the Office of James Burnett, is
built over a freeway—and knits together two downtown neighborhoods
that were torn apart decades ago by urban renewal and the highway’s
construction. In Toronto, PFS Studio went under an elevated roadway
to transform a dank and derelict area into a surprisingly vibrant venue
for skateboarding and shooting hoops. In Grand Park in Los Angeles,
the design firm of Rios Clementi Hale Studios took up a neglected plaza
and parking lot and created a rich collage of varied spaces for down-
town office workers and residents alike. Like many cities now

editor's letter

reconnecting to formerly industrial waterfronts, Green Bay, Wisconsin,
hired the firm of Stoss Landscape Urbanism to transform a stretch

of land along the Fox River. In Washington, D.C., the latest new public
space in the vast development Capitol Riverfront is Canal Park,
designed by OLIN (whose founding partner, Laurie Olin, was recently
honored with the National Medal of Arts).

The smallest urban park in the pages ahead isn’t a “found” space,
but its history as a public place has been tortured. The Jacob K. Javits
Federal Building Plaza in New York was the home of Richard Serra’s
sculpture Tilted Arc, until the 120-foot-long wall of Cor-Ten steel was
finally removed following a roaring controversy in the 1980s over its
impact on the site. For the plaza’s current iteration, Michael Van
Valkenburgh Associates has created an urbane space of pink granite
and pale marble, softened by crescents of plantings. Like the other new
landscapes in RECORD this month, it is a magnet for the people who
work in the area.

And isn’t that the point? Along with Eckbo, Kiley, and Rose, his
modernist forebears, Friedberg believes the purpose of public landscapes
is to be social, filled with human activity. “We’re more interesting
than what we build,” he maintains. “The spaces have to celebrate us,
the people.” m

Catuleon Mg

Cathleen McGuigan, Editor in Chief
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durable. Sloan's premier sink systems
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Tapered metal wall panels by Dri-Design.
Select material, direction, depth, color and/or angle.

Expect Dri-Design’s true dry joint rain-screen
technology, affordability and sustainability.

ADVANTAGES:

m No sealants, gaskets or butyl tape in the panel joints,
means no dirty streaks or a legacy of maintenance
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m Panels are not laminated nor a composite—
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m Sustainability - Dri-Design panels are made with
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repurposed. At Dri-Design we make panels the world
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m Fully tested to exceed ASTM standards and the latest
AAMA 508-07 for pressure equalized rain-screens.
Miami-Dade approved.

m Available in any anodized or Kynar color on aiuminum.
plus VMZINC, stainless steel, copper and titanium.
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and easy.

m Dri-Design is economical. Our highly automated : :
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WALL PANEL-SYSTEM

Call 616.355.2970 | www.dri-design.com
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FINISH COMBINATIONS

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST, SO WE GIVE YOU CHOICES.

Not just the right design choices, but the right environmental ones too. We offer a complete line of elevator interiors that are free

\ v

from wood products containing added urea-formaldehyde, utilize powder coating as opposed to solvent-based paint, and are
validated by a third party (UL Underwriters Laboratories) to be low emitting. We are the only elevator company that can say this.

Visit www. thyssenkruppelevator.com/tools/create-a-cab to view our finishes catalog
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-Product: Trennyth, Trendstone
Additional colors, sizes &
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For more information about our SmartBIM
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‘We cannot expect big American cities to reach their

news

\E

potential when the very professions that purport
to defend and perpetuate urbanism recoil at the
presence of towers.” —vishaan Chakrabarti

An excerpt from his book A Country of Cities: A Manifesto for an Urban

America (Books, page 47), on DesignObserver.com.

Once a Landfill, Now a Lush Landscape

BY BEN ADLER

Above, a common Freshkills vista: a former landfill, it is in the process of being capped and planted with native species.

SINCE 1947, it has been one of New York’s most
notorious locations: the Freshkills landfill, in
Staten Island, the city’s least populated, least
renowned borough. To many, it became a

sort of running joke about the borough itself.
After all, how seriously can you take a place
whose best-known landmark is vast mounds
of garbage?

Now Freshkills is on its way to becoming
Staten Island’s claim to fame rather than noto-
riety. The landfill stopped accepting trash in
March 2001; now, over it, a massive public park
is under way. One of the first phases, Schmul
Park, reopened in 2012. An adjacent and
pre-existing park, it is a small finger sticking
out from Freshkills into the Travis section of
Staten Island, and it will serve as the entrance
to the larger new park. Its redesign, by
Freshkills master planner James Corner Field
Operations, features playgrounds, ball fields,

and basketball and handball courts, with a
tree-lined walkway along one side.

New York’s most famous big parks—Central
Park and Prospect Park—were meticulously
landscaped by Frederick Law Olmsted and
Calvert Vaux. Freshkills, in contrast, will be
rugged and wild. At 2,200 acres, it is nearly
three times the size of Central Park. Each of
its four mounds of trash, which can be up
to 150 feet tall, has been, or is in the process
of being, capped, sealed, and covered with
several layers of protection, including at least
2 feet of soil. Slinking around them are a
series of tidal estuaries that connect to the
Arthur Kill, the body of water separating
Staten Island from New Jersey.

Rather than, say, draining the waters and
building a traditional urban park, Field
Operations, which won the Municipal Art
Society-sponsored design competition in

All Decks on Hand

Groan if you must at the punning title of
Caroline O’Donnell’s Party Wall, but the
name captures the Ithaca, New York-based
designer’s dual intent. A giant plywood
brise soleil made of scrap material left over
from the production of skateboards, the
temporary work bisects the courtyard at
MoMA PS1, the Museum of Modern Art’s
contemporary art space in Queens, New
York. From a distance it reads like a
billboard peeking up above the walls that
surround the former schoolhouse. Inside
the courtyard, it shades, mists, and
occasionally spews water at the masses
who turn out for the institution’s outdoor
WarmUp dance parties, which continue
every Saturday through September 7. One
hundred and twenty of its lower panels
can detach from the structure, some to
become oversized skateboards with wheels,
others to become chairs and tables for
outdoor events. William Hanley

The architect, who calls her firm CODA, worked with
Comet Skateboards of Ithaca, New York, to acquire the
wood for the pavilion.
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2003, will preserve and open the natural
environment to visitors. This will help protect
the species that live there and preserve the
area’s ability to absorb storm surges from
increasingly common extreme weather events
such as Hurricane Sandy.

“It used to be an enormous and very rich
wetlands,” explains Tatiana Choulika, associate
partner at Field Operations and project man-
ager for Freshkills. “Today we know wetlands
are important to the ecosystem and for miti-
gating the rise of the seas.” The first portion to
open, in 2016, will be a double path—a hard
surface for biking and skating and a softer one
for walking and running—along the base of
the north mound that will lead to an observa-
tion deck over the Main Creek.

Reminders of the detritus created by mod-
ern society will, however, continue to abound:
the trash underground creates methane,
which is captured by pipes and sold to heat
homes. Each mound has a gas flare available
for burning it off when necessary. But the city
has issued a request for proposals for wind
turbines and solar installations for the top of
one of the mounds. Structures will have green
roofs, as the visitor center already does. Atop
the west mound, there will also be an earth-

perspectivenews

11 memorial, with views of the World Trade
Center. (After the attacks of September 11,
Freshkills served briefly as a sorting ground
for debris.)

Building a park on a landfill is not as easy
as drawing one on a blank canvas. You cannot
build a structure on the top of trash mounds,
lest the foundation pierce the caps. Tree roots
pose a similar risk, so an additional 5 feet of soil
must be added wherever a tree is planted. Water

work monument that will serve as a September cannot enter the giant trash bags that hold the

Schmul Park was
reconstructed and
opened in 2012. It
will serve as a
gateway to Staten
Island'’s Freshkills
Park. A tree-lined
promenade (left) will
direct movement
into the larger
2,200-acre park.

garbage under the mounds, so runoffis released
from pipes over a tiered staircase on one side.
But there will be opportunities for recreation:
more ball fields and maybe a golf course.

Field Operations, the lead designer of
Manhattan’s High Line park, decided to work
with the historical artifacts when possible. For
example, barges on the site’s western water-
front that once transported garbage will be
made into floating gardens. As with the rest of
Freshkills, the plan is to turn dross into gold. m
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Herzog & de
Meuron to Design
Hong Kong’s

M+ Museum

ONE OF the world’s most ambitious civic
projects, the West Kowloon Cultural District
in Hong Kong, gained momentum in July. The
District announced that Herzog & de Meuron,
in partnership with TFP Farrells, won the job
to design Hong Kong’s largest contemporary
art museum, called M+.

Herzog &