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The living room of a ranch in Pasadena, Calif., has been
opened up to the view, and its brick fireplace refaced
with stone. The couple behind the remodel arrived from
London with little in the way of furnishings, and chose a
mix of new—a sofa from Futurama, a Noguchi coffee
table and a Benjamin Cherner oval dining table—and old.
Vintage pieces include a set of Norman Cherner chairs,
two boomerang-shaped vinyl loungers and a Danish cord
lamp on the side table. Story page 58.
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n late spring, The New York Times ran a feature about Groupon’s writers, and another on the
proliferation of online shelter magazines. | read them both with interest, as they fed my
middle-aged angst, the tetchy part that mutters, “Get over yourself,” at anything to do with

Tiger Moms or nine out of 10 social networking posts.

The Groupon piece centered on the extreme youth of most of its 400 writers, the company’s
coming IPO valuation (despite not yet being profitable), and a training session for their creatives
on how to achieve the “Groupon Voice.” In the process of trying to understand why Groupon is
considered awesome by people who wouldn’t have been caught dead using a coupon book a
couple of years ago, | learned about the peer-pressure aspect of their deals: we need at least X
people to buy in if this sweet deal is gonna happen... (Thanks, | do live under a rock and it is
pretty comfy.)

The shelter magazine feature covered several young women who are ostensibly writing for
other young women just like themselves. The publications were absolutely jammed with beautiful
images, many supplied by the manufacturers of items touted in the copious shopping guides,
which make up much of the content—all hail the shuttered Domino. Click-through links and page
after page after page after page of coverage on a given feature make a visit to one of these sites
a pleasant, albeit bottomless, time suck. If you agree that words should be largely limited to
captions and perky headlines, this is your manna.

Visually, the titles seem to be channeling some heavy hitters—Real Simple,
Martha Stewart Anything, Met Home, Ready Made, even Architectural Digest
and House & Garden—with coverage of traditional furniture, star designers,
country houses for the moneyed and 10 Things | Love! The staffers and many
of the featured stylemakers come from the blogosphere, and at least at this
point, content is free—though you can order a print-on-demand copy of one
for $34.

Before you conclude that I'm a hopeless Luddite, let me say that | read one
of The Times' pieces on an iPad2, while the other was a paid ink-on-paper
subscription. As tasty as the online eye candy is, and for all of the editors’
assertions that they just humbly want to share their passion, can we cut to
the chase? Publishing, whether digital or on press, has to be paid for with ad
dollars and/or subscription and newsstand revenue. From the looks of it,
advertisers are embracing this business model—though they may still be
enjoying Groupon-ish heavy discounts that draw ads to a new endeavor.

We presumably learned something about long-term consequences and short-term hype when
the dotcom and housing bubbles burst. Expecting fine dining at fast-food prices or free content or
fire-sale ad rates might be good for you but not for the larger us. As Liza Laibe, Kraft beverages
senior brand R&D manager, said about MiO, their new “water enhancer,” “Consumers tell us they
can't believe nobody has thought of this before.” Right. Let’s give Kool-Aid Pitcher Man a call at his
assisted living home.

Michelle Gringeri-Brown
Editor
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o fell in love, deeply in love, with midcentury modern
as a child. For my 5th birthday | begged my mom
for a Barbie car, which last made an appearance 20
years later at my surprise 25th party. Around that
time | moved into my first midcentury home and

dove headfirst into MCM design.

The first issue of AR | read was No. 22; since then |
have fallen so much more in love with all aspects of
midcentury—architecture, furniture, lighting, you name
it. Atomic Ranch has provided me with so many things
to lust after it's ridiculous.

Fast forward to 2010. My fiancé and | decided it was
time to combine our two families and buy a home.
From the beginning he knew how crazy | was for
MCM, and we knew it would be a huge challenge to
find something we really loved in a short amount of
time. After one huge disappointment we had a heart to
heart and decided to give it one more week.

Lo and behold, my realtor calls and says, "I have your
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house. It's not even on the market yet, but trust me, it's
you.” When we walked in the front door, | remember
Chris going, "Wooooow!" At that point | knew it was
ours. Built in 1960 by a local architect who lived in the
home, to me it is breathtaking. Open floor plan, loads
of windows, original tongue-and-groove ceiling
throughout, spacious, original kitchen in fantastic
shape, to name a few attributes.

We have a list of things we would love to do to the
house, and we can't wait to build on the beauty that is
already here.

Ann Rail & Chris McCune

Lincoln, Neb.

| am the proud owner of a surf blue Westchester

Deluxe two-bedroom Lustron home assembled in
January 1950. | am hooked on your magazine because
it shows the period furniture and accessories that | love.
When | bought the home in 1989, | had no idea my
house would spark conversations, questions and com-
ments. It piqued my interest so much that | did a
comprehensive house history and then realized what a
gem | had bought. I'm wondering if you've covered
Lustron homes in your magazine and if | can purchase
that back issue.

Renee Thoreson

Rochester, Minn.

We featured Lustrons in our second issue, way back in
summer 2004, a long-sold-out edition, but one that
does pop up on eBay from time to time. As you proba-
bly know, there are several websites run by devoted
fans of the steel prefabs that include vintage imagery,
and we have a Connecticut Lustron coming up in a
couple of issues, so look for that.

—ar editor

Until the local real estate market took a dive, | never
dreamed that | would one day be able to own a beauti-
ful midcentury home. Living in Marin County, fixer
Eichlers still go for around the mid-700s and property
taxes make that price tag even more difficult to consid-
er. | had to set my sights a bit lower, expand the area
where | would be willing to live and would have been



happy to find a rancher with potential.

But one day | saw a beautiful home in Vallejo come
back on the market. | went to view it and spent close
to two hours discovering things about this home that
excited me. From the entry, | stepped down into a
sunken living room that | visualized and created on
paper over and over as a child; this home was my des-
tiny. Although it seemed the original owners hadn’t
updated the interior decor since it was built in 1966,
the exterior was impeccably maintained. | was ready to
love this home as much as they obviously did and
immediately made an offer. | am so excited that | can't
wait to share a photo.

Jeannie Whelan

Vallejo, Callf.

I love, love, love Atomic Ranch—but what hap-
pened to “Working Class Heroes”? Everything of late
feels the same: high-end, custom-designed modern
(but not midcentury) homes. If | had that taste and
budget, I'd subscribe to Dwell.

I miss the homespun, somewhat kitschy homes in
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last year's issues. What's wrong with a tiki or salt and
pepper shaker collection? | always felt your mag had
more of an I'm-cool-I-do-it-myself kind of feel, and it's
starting to feel like an I-paid-an-architect-$100,000-to-
build-a-better-garage-for-my-BMW kinda rag.

| still love you, though.

Jennifer Knox Watson

| have been an avid fan of AR since casually picking

up an issue at Otto in Fullerton, Calif., back in 2005. |
just spent a weekend pouring over all my back issues
and wanted to say my favorite homes are the modest
ranches owned by everyday people. | hope you'll con-
tinue to feature these humble yet fun homes in your
magazine!

Stefani Tran

Northfield, Minn.

| just received my first issue of Atomic Ranch, Spring

2011, and | agree with the letter from Kimberly Henry
& Joe Parshall in which they request more articles fea-
turing projects done with limited budgets or in smaller
communities. | just purchased a 1962 split-level ranch in
a small Midwestern town, but as a recent widow, | am
going to have to go very slowly and watch every penny
with my renovations and redecorating. | honestly have
to tell you, my heart was in my throat as | read the arti-
cles about all of the beautiful West Coast homes that
would be completely out of my financial reach, decorat-
ed with furniture | will never be able to duplicate.

Ann-Marie Meyers

Flower Mound, Texas, en route to Wisconsin



I've been living in 1950s houses for over 20 years
and am currently involved in the restoration of a 1956
neighborhood clubhouse by Victor Lundy, who went
on to design pavilions for the New York World's Fair
and many notable populuxe churches.

I am alarmed at the recent trend in your magazine
that seems to be a pattern. The owners of the houses
presented spend the first couple of paragraphs relating
how they went out of their way to find a house that
had not been updated. Then they proceed to detail all
the updates they have done. The most recent issue
even featured an entirely intact bathroom with a cap-
tion that proclaimed it is a future project.

We too, bought our house because it had not been
updated. And we have left it that way. The only room |
allowed myself to alter was one that was not original
to the house, but now it appears to be. | would say to
those that aren’t happy with the layout of a house to
pass it by and buy one that need not be updated to
make them happy. If a house has remained intact and
original thus far, who are we to change that?

| hope you will feature more actual restorations and
less of these renovations. And don't forget, the East
Coast, especially Florida, has their share of houses to
feature.

Scott Spear

Sarasota, Fla.

Chronic readers have heard me pontificate about our
dedication to presenting a range of homes—
stylistically, geographically and price-wise—and since
there’s no formula we apply to each issue (one upper
Midwest house, one L.A. mansion, one retro collector’s
haven), it can appear that there’s a theme or trend in
the making. AR homes are both aspirational and
affordable, sometimes at the same time. Our personal
leanings are preservationist, but it’s an unusual home-
owner who doesn’t itch to put their mark on their
house (blame HGTV) so our intent is to show a variety
of approaches.

The call for nominations in summer 2011 (page 33)
will hopefully yield some great leads on homes done
on a budget that celebrate original features and are
magazine worthy. If you have an unusual story to tell,

good photographic skills and haven't already exten-
sively blogged your home, drop us a line at
editor@atomic-ranch.com.

—ar editor

| was going

through my moth-
er's estate recently
and found some pic-
tures | thought you
might enjoy. Dad
was a builder on
Long Island after
World War I, and
he built this house
for us in 1953, though we lived there for only three
years. | was 4 years old when we moved in, so | just
have vague memories of living there.

| remember a sunken living room, a music room off
the living room and my mom saying that living there
was like living in a cigar box because of all the red-
wood my dad used. Note the car in the driveway, a
1953 Nash Rambler station wagon; Dad loved that car,
god knows why. | haven’t been there in years, so | have
no idea if the house is still standing or if some horrible
reno was done in the ‘70s.

Jonathan Gilbert

Portland, Maine

Write us at editor@atomic-ranch.com
or send a note to Atomic Ranch, Publishing Office,
3125 SE Rex St., Portland, OR 97202.
We’ll print the good ones.
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The wall behind the dining area was opened up. to
allow sunlight to filter down the stairs and to tie
the lower level visually to the open plan main floor.
Furnishings include an Eames Sofa Compact and
two Danish-style chairs (all recovered in ultra suede,
which their cat finds unappealing), an IKEA bench
and estate sale tables and floor lamp.



we were buying 10 years ago, we
were absolutely committed to a ranch because of its living spaces,” says Portland,
Ore., real estate broker Tom Cotter. “We wanted the open floor plans, the hardwood
floors, the windows and that quality of light, plus the connection to the garden.”

Tom and his partner, Doug Beebe, also a broker, recently completed a remodel of
their modest-on-the-outside, wow!-on-the-inside ranch. They say that it all started with
a dripping showerhead in the upstairs bathroom, and ended with a sherbet-colored
kitchen and an underground pond next to a soaking tub. From start to finish it took eight
months, something like $150,000 and plenty of martinis.

Below Grade

“A lot of people think you need to go up to gain space, but if we find good headroom
in the basement we push that more than anything,” says designer Libby Holah, who
partners with her architect husband, Greg, at Holah Design+Architecture. “Tom and
Doug had really great headroom downstairs and essentially a blank slate, but often it's
hard for people to envision what an unfinished basement can look like finished.”




Before

Opposite: The den invites loafing on the IKEA
daybed and rug, or relaxing on an Eames
lounge chair and ottoman; it can be closed
off with a barn door (see page 17) in case a
guest lingers overnight. A painting by Martha
Pfanschmidt and photography by Briana
Linden line the bright walls.

A Carter sectional and accent tables from Gus
join vintage armchairs in the basement
lounge. Oranges of different hues are used in
the living room, kitchen, den and bar area,
and the paintings over the couch are by
Nathan Smith.
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The ‘before’ basement was nothing special—rickety
stairs, a large boiler (the 1952 house has steam radiators),
laundry area, a small corner for TV watching and the rest
was open storage. Dark, open storage. “The walk to
watch TV was a walk of shame,” Tom, 46, says. “Originally
we just talked about the main level and planned to pay
cash for the project step-by-step.”

But when their plumber said the galvanized pipes were
failing, Doug and Tom figured they should go ahead and
finish the basement while they were ripping things out.
Another thing that had always bugged them was that the
view into the upstairs bath focused on the toilet; the way
around that seemed to be to nix the tub for a shower, but
hmm, sometimes there’s nothing like relaxing in a bath ...

Libby and Greg saw the potential to almost double the
living space of the 1,100-square-foot home, which has
two bedrooms and a bath and a half on the main floor.
With their proposed design, the homeowners would gain
a bedroom, a third bath, a den and an expansive enter-
tainment area. But that could only happen if Holah D+A
could solve the subterranean light issues.




Dig Deep

“They’re all about light,” Libby says. The foursome have
known each other since the Holahs moved to Portland
from Oakland and Doug was their Realtor, so they’d been
to the house numerous times before taking on the project.
Window wells were the solution to bring natural light into
the space, with a particularly generous one making up an
entire wall of the new bathroom.

Five wells were dug by hand during a Portland winter,
when the rain turns the clay soil into a squashy sponge.
The tub-adjacent window well was fully sealed with a cold
frame-type enclosure at ground level for temperature con-
trol, while the others have deep wood sills where the
homeowners display art glass and collectibles.

“Once you excavate, push out a couple of feet, what's
a couple more feet,” says Greg Holah with a laugh. “It was
important to do board-form window wells so you weren’t
looking at this blank wall.”

In addition to the bath, which is clad in manly brown
faux bois tile and has both a tub filler and shower rain head
on the ceiling, the main room was partitioned off from the

A Kohler Tea-for-Two tub has an overhead filler and
a sliding window that opens to the quasi-outdoor
water feature. The Whitehaus sink has a Grohe
faucet with a Century Bathworks medicine cabinet
above. The toilet is a Toto and the wall tile is Abisko
in the Ebano color from Rex Ceramiche Artistiche,
while the heated floor is clad with Emperador 2"
marble mosaic.

ConstructaVision built the barn doors for the upstairs
bath (page 21) and the lounge area, as well as the
stair railing and banister, and the window next to the
tub. The homeowners had a custom shade made for
an orange $1 lamp and group art glass, a ceramic
vessel by Geoffrey Pagen, sculptures from Boyer Mesh
and a vintage bullet planter near the window well at
the bottom of the stairs. New radiators were added
to the basement and kitchen during the remodel.

FALL 2011 atomic ranch 17



(@)

f
a modern

sensibility.

laundry area, and a gutsy orange den is tucked behind a
wood and glass barn door. The new downstairs guest
room has both exterior egress and a closet, making it a
legal addition to the official bedroom count. Other
improvements were new water heaters (it takes two to fill
the soaking tub) and plumbing for a future solar power
installation when the house next needs a roof.

The men both have strong opinions (they avoid gar-
dening together or sharing clients) and, while their over-
arching taste is similar, they sometimes veto the other’s
choices. For instance, Doug picked the department store
art that now hangs over the bar (the only locale Tom
could stomach) and, in the upstairs marble bath, Doug
wanted to counter that formalism with flocked pink and
orange wallpaper—something crazy. (They have a pale
pink wall instead.)

“| wanted dark, high-gloss concrete floors downstairs;
Doug said absolutely not,” Tom reports, while Doug feigns
amnesia. (The basement floor is polished but neither
stained nor glossy.) “And everybody had to talk me into
the colors in the kitchen.”

18 atomic ranch  FALL 2011
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Growing Complexity

Said kitchen wasn’t even part of the scope until late in
the game. Partway through the project, the homeown-
ers—who were living in an apartment and functioning as
the general contractors with daily site visits—realized
they needed both a construction loan and a pro to over-
see everything. Instead of choosing a GC that the
Holahs had worked with before, the couple selected
someone who came well recommended but who usual-
ly worked in another architectural vocabulary, as did his
subcontractors—Arts and Crafts bungalows being the
prevalent housing stock in Portland. This resulted in
some speed bumps.

“The stairs were a perfect example: The guy doing them
usually does traditional details like newel posts,” explains
Libby. “We could show him picture after picture of what
we wanted, but then he’d open up his own book and
point to some Elizabethan cottage detail. Even with the
drawings, he didn’t grasp it.

“Detailing in a modern house has to be spot-on
because it's very apparent. You can hide things more
easily in the Craftsman style; if you have one little thing
that's off in a flush threshold, that’s where your eye’s
going to go.”

Greg chimes in about having less clout with a contrac-
tor they’ve never worked with before, particularly when
problems arise. “One thing | tell people looking to remod-
el is to work with a GC who communicates well with your
architect; that’'s why we like it when clients ask for con-
tractor recommendations.”

Kitchen Alchemy

The cabinets and counters were original but nearing the
end of their life, the architecture firm says. Bringing light
into the room was again a driving force, and the team
even briefly considered instaling a translucent panel
behind the cooktop. For new windows, Holah A+D chose
Marlin models as most sympathetic to the home’s original
metal ones.

Libby teases that the kitchen was Doug’s folly. “Libby
and Greg showed us this Italian laminate with a really inter-
esting color palette. To me, it's like a crazy '60s Better
Homes & Gardens kitchen with wood and kooky colors,”
Doug says. The combo was initially even wilder, with mint
green and hot pink on the short list.

“Lots of times we get rid of the upper cabinets for a bet-
ter sense of openness,” says Libby. “Doug and Tom are
minimalists at heart; they don’t believe in having a lot of



Instead of upper cabinets, windows wrap
the kitchen, which features Abet Laminati
laminate. Marmoleum was chosen for the
floors for both its vintage feel and green
qualities, the ovens and cooktop are Fisher
& Paykel and the range hood is a Faber
Diamante. The counter is Zodiag, the sink

by Amerisink and the faucet a Grohe Minta.

Above, the Jenn-Air refrigerator and
KitchenAid dishwasher were paneled with
the laminate as well.

Opposite: While Tom works at his laptop,
Doug talks on his cell in their home office.
Artwork includes paintings by Chris
Haberman near the floor lamp and Farrell to
the right of the windows.

“We were going to hold off on furnishings
at the end of the project for cost concerns,”
recalls Tom. “But Libby said, "You guys will
be so much happier if you go ahead and
furnish the space.” She was absolutely right:
with the new appliances and furnishings,

it made the craziness of the project so

much easier to forget and move forward
into the happiness.”




The dining area has a vintage Eames table and chairs, with a
Nelson bubble lamp overhead. Encaustic paintings by Martha
Pfanschmidt hang above the living room mantel and over a float-
ing display shelf, which mirrors the open shelving in the kitchen

on the other side of the wall.

stuff. So while the wall [to the right of the oven] screamed
‘pantry’ to me, the guys like open shelving with their dish-
ware on display. On this project, we'd present designs
and the homeowners would take it a step further, like hav-
ing laminate wrap all of the cabinetry edges.”

“Every ranch I've seen benefits from subtraction,” offers
Greg. “It can be hard to show restraint. We experience
clients dealing with information overload throughout the
process, and they end up feeling like they have to do
everything. Instead, pick a few areas where you want to
make a statement.”

“Don’t be afraid to go bold,” Libby adds. “You can
make a statement with tile and it can still be minimal. In
this kitchen, it’s for the most part lower cabinets, and we
have a really streamlined countertop that isn’t competing
and lots of glazing for light. You can make a bold state-
ment without going over the top.”



Still, taken as a whole, the house looks to be the
antithesis of a vanilla beige, resale value—driven remodel.
“With clients looking to sell, it's all about depersonalization
and spending the least amount of money and getting the
most bang for your buck,” says Doug, 52. But he and Tom
plan to stay put and couldn’t care less about that.

“We tell people, do what you want to do to fit your
lifestyle,” Greg chimes in. “When the day comes to sell
the house, there’s always going to be people who love
it and another contingent who [feel] it's absolutely not
for them. But never design for the lowest common
denominator.”

The view from the living room into the bath that started the whole
project is much improved. The sink is by Kohler, the faucet and shower
set by Jado, while the Artemide-lit medicine cabinet is from Century
Bathworks. In the hallway, art by Briana Linden and an IKEA pendant

fixture.
Giant fennel, euphorbia, rosemary and cardoon fill the front yard in
late spring; by summer’s end, the house is almost hidden by head-high

foliage. The orange sculptures on the front porch are by Boyer Mesh.

Resources page 77
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Lot Ploce

$100 Fabulous Stationery
gift certificate & books

Photographed by their friend Traer Scott, Carl &
Dawn McCurdy’s rescue Shar-Pei, Asia, took the
top spot with her Queen-of-Rhode-Island stance.

" Asia rules the room; she looks like she could
trash it in seconds. Best photo quality and a cool
perspective,” and “Extra points for attitude, pose,
camera angle and image size,” were some of the
judges’comments.

Sacm/ lice

$75 Fabulous Stationery
gift certificate & books

Extra bonus points to George Marrone’s Olde
English Bulldogges, Sophie & Sasha, for picking a
great sunlit spot on the '60s Knoll Barcelona
chaise. “Snooze with a view,” “These ladies are in
full MCM style, relaxing in the sun on a classic
piece. They complete the decor!” and, “Is this
what you call a “barker-lounger?”—thanks to
Carol for that last gem.



As one of our judges, Carol Flores, said, picking the

winners for our 0€1S ON Midcentury

furnifure contest was like
Sophie’s Choice: TOO many adorable
cats and dogs, too few prizes ...
But, here’s the consensus
of our mighty staff.——

Third Plice

$50 Fabulous Stationery
gift certificate & books

Ann & Michael Dudek sent in
photos of Corbusier on a
Saarinen chair, an LC4 chaise and
this Bertoia wire chair. The quality
of the composition and “You had
me at toe tufts,” pushed this shot
into the top tier.

FM

(Q Dean

Books, books & more books

Lynx Point brothers Oscar & Felix
have claimed every “good” piece
of furniture in Mark & Leslie Van
Voast's Hood River, Ore., home. “I
cannot resist two cats with their
arms around each other,” and
“Snuggletastic! Best display of
brotherly lurve,” is what our
judges said.

Nancy Anderson
art director
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Jim Brown
publisher

Carol Flores
advertising design

Michelle Gringeri-Brown
editor
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copy editor
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Honorable

EB Robina Ramsay sent a photo of Buddy on a Knoll hopsack
upholstered Saarinen Womb settee waiting for someone to toss
his modernist ball. Voters singled this shot out for “Best ears,”
and “He’s perky and bright, like the sofa!”

E1 Angela Poulos, from Houghton, Mich., says her Olde English
Bulldogge, Suzy, has claimed the most comfortable spot in the
house (a Womb chair) since she was a puppy. Our judges cited
her annoyed, “Whatcha talkin’ "bout, Willis?” expression and
delicious toes as winners.

El Kimberley & Frank Poole of Greenville, S.C., sent in a photo
of their Corgi, Lucy, on a Woodard wrought iron couch, but it
was the shot of her on the Barbara Barry side chair ("It may not
be priceless now, but give it another 20 years,” they wrote) that
grabbed the most attention. Both of our designers gave it their
top marks; Nancy confessed, “I want her.”

Ed Lily, Debbie Elkind’s Boston Terrier, on her red Eames chair
in Hawthorne, Calif.

E Morgan Smith’s Bertoia Bird chair was obviously designed
expressly for his Pomeranian, Koda.

/[/[%léb(}/ij (in no particular order)
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@ Montreal modernists Darrin Burke & Pierre Lavigne write that
they sip wine while flipping through a new issue together. Their
Cornish Rex Seal Point, Imperatrice Zezette Premiere, poses on
a Lluis Clotet Foix tray amongst a vintage glass set. One of our
judges said, “It's cool the way the cat’s eyes match the bottle and
glasses: a beautiful shot!”

Donna Baker’s Angus McCracken on her Platner chair drew
a Best Ferret vote from one pithy judge.

Ed Robert Nathan of Portland, Ore., wrote to sympathize about
our dogs-vs.-mud feature in No. 29; his dog, Oliver, is obviously
begging for a supersized Eames ottoman.

El Minerva’s favorite spot to hang out is on Jennifer & Tom
Wimperis' Corbu lounger in Coldstream, B.C. “That little dog
just screams 1950s starlet on her perch, hair in her eyes and
everything,” said one staffer, while another commented, “I chose
this for the pose and cute expression, plus a colorful location
with wonderful furnishings—the underlying concept of the
whole contest.”



il After momentary confusion over what species
Elliott, Crystal Gregory's pet, was, our judges came
through: “I love how this bare deg cat looks on this
bare chair; very ‘Outer Limits’ looking to me.”

il Ron & Ragena Fortman were the only people to
name both their pet (Pancho) and their couch (Elvis)

and to have a Kiss pinball game. We were tempted to run
Pancho’s lying-on-his-back porno shot, but instead are sharing
the safer jewel-free view.

# “We promise the presence of the Atomic Ranch book in the
foreground is not strategic; this picture of Brass Frumpy loung-
ing on the Platner chair was taken back in the summer of 2009, "
wrote Paul & Gina Pierce. Panel comments included, “Eye con-
tact and attitude convey so much in this image; a lower camera
angle and subtle midcentury location makes for a good shot,”
and “Looks like he's saying, ‘I know, I'm cool. Now, go away, it's
time for my nap.” “ Bonus points for best product placement.

B odie got the top vote from one judge, and was on anoth-
er's “dogs | could take home” list; he lives with Kirsten Chalker
and loves his Kofod Larsen armchair.

[ Vanessa & Brian Cain’s dog, Ripley, got several votes for
“What a cute photo! | can totally picture that dog wearing those
headphones...”

B Barbara Krakower of Fort Lauderdale submitted this
evidence of Mookie's love of her Risom chair. “Mookie’s soul
seems to shine through in this picture,” said staffer Vickere
Murphy.
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TM CZLLLF/ LLO” /\/ﬂf 5@& (also in no particular order)

El “Step into my office, but dont think about sitting on my
chair,” is what Oscar, Doug & Nancy Wikeruk’s dog, seems to
be saying.

E1 Elliott's brother, Jackson, getting in on the action.

Emily Maupin & Joe Chiccarelli of Brentwood, Calif., named
their Shih Tzu “Nico” because of their love of The Velvet
Underground; here he is on their Womb chair.

E1 Trapper, a 60-pound German Shorthair Pointer, curled up in
a Knoll chair in owner Nicole Mezo's Eichler.

E Thanks to the folks at FabulousStationery.com for their

generous prizes; in addition to Larry (seen in No. 29, page 25),
their canine crew includes French bulldog Camille & Sidney (also
on the table of contents), both shot by Edward McHugh.

[A “Sonia basking in the morning sun on a chair | bought at an
estate sale for little money,” wrote Steve Stubbs of Ellijay, Ga. “It
was a great find, but Sonia was an even better one.”

A Richard Schultz chair is a stylish vantage for Terri Gardner’s
dog, Sophia, who sports an old-school (wait for it) poodle cut.

E1 Kim Brown’s Pekingese, Dixie, captured in her favorite spot
in the house.




El Jo & Steve Smith’s cat, Jada, & Cowboy Jack, their dog,
are both drawn to their Hans Wegner dining set at home in
Salt Lake City.

From Randall Wixen, a shot of his two Australian
Labradoodles, Patsy (black) & Amber, enjoying his Poul Jensen Z
sofa and Girard coffee table.

Lucky Lucy gets her own Florence Knoll sofa at Sam Camhe
and Keith Starke’s house.

Pixie, Diane Gleim’s tuxedo cat, on her great-grandparents’
chair, now sporting MCM upholstery.

A Bass Bros. sectional at Susie Overman’s house suits Dottie,
the Old English sheepdog, to a T.

Odie’s housemate, Myra, curled up on “her” spot, the
Gunlocke chair.

8 “Daisy on the davenport” is the caption Mark Matteo sent
for this cute shot.

8 samson, looking coy on Lulu Swedroe’s Barcelona chair.

Andrej Platoni’s cat, Chloe, on the MCM Stanley dresser
found in his grandparents’ attic.

i Nicole Magner's toy poodle, Pookie, and Italian greyhound,
Quinn, are rescue dogs, adopted together in Seal Beach, Calif.

8 sid, Sandra & Dan Carr’s shorthair cat, digs their tiki bar in
Orlando.

Hi Kathy Smith writes that neither Miss Cleo nor her lounge
chair are purebred, but she loves them just the same.

We loved seeing your pets;
thanks to all!
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Cut Bank, Mont.

This house, built in 1952, was unusual for our small Montana community. It is
a midcentury modern designed by an architect in his first years out of school and
built by my father, Darrell Smith, an electrician who used low-voltage lighting
throughout. The house is small but was built with efficiency in mind for our
family of five, living tight but comfortably. My mother, Patricia, who passed away
last September, had lived in the house for 58 years. She kept the decor beauti-
fully up to date through the years, and its style definitely influenced me growing
up. It was my mother's wish to have her house on the home page, but time
caught up to us.

Peggy Erickson

Boulder, Colo.

In Boulder you'll find many MCM homes, especially in the Newlands area up
against the foothills. With all the recent wealth, most folks buy a perfect ranch
(or two) and knock them down to build what generally looks like a Hummer
dealership. Ours, a 1956 custom ranch, was such a home. On the market for a
couple of years, it was being sold as a “scraper.” Well, we bought it—not to
knock it down, but to raise our family of four, plus a dog. Who needs a wasteful
5,000-square-foot home? We live comfortably, in style and together in just over
1,500 square feet. And couldn’t be happier!

Rob & Karen Hofferman

Rutland, Vt.

We bought our mid-1970s, split-entry ranch in 1985. We're native Vermonters
but wanted something contemporary, not traditional rural. Its simple, clean lines
and modest Zen-like presence on a large corner lot won us over: we saw a home
that was understated yet still stately. We removed vinyl shutters for a streamlined
appearance, and installed wood-look siding and Vermont maple flooring inside.
The property is surrounded with trees and gardens that complement the moun-
tain views and conservation area, and a small Esther Williams pool is sunk partly
below grade, similar to the house.

Chuck & Kathy Corey

We can always use homes for our fridge; send in a high-resolution photo or sharp snapshot and a
couple of sentences about your cool pad for our next issues. See contacts page 5.
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Saarinen

This small gem introduces you to Eero
Saarinen’s architecture—the St. Louis
arch, TWA terminal—his Tulip and
Womb chairs, and his design history
and collaborations with Charles Eames.
Pierluigi Serraino, color photos, 96
pp., softcover, $14

Little Boxes: The Architecture
of a Classic Midcentury Suburb

The quirky exteriors of Westlake, the
‘ticky-tacky’ neighborhood in the Bay
Area made famous in song, covered
by resident designer Rob Keil. Color &
b&w photos, 144 pp., hardcover, $35

Forgotten Modern:
California Houses 1940-1970

California modernist homes by
Alexander, Eichler, Neutra, Fickett,
Cody and more are captured in great
photographs by Alan Weintraub. Alan
Hess, color photos, 280 pp, hardcover,
$39.95

A Constructed View: The
Architectural Photography
of Julius Shulman

A great overview of iconic and less-
seen images from midcentury’s most
celebrated photographer, plus colorful
anecdotes about his relationships with
modernism’s biggest names. Joseph
Rosa, color & b&w photos, 224 pp.,
hardcover, On Sale, $40

Atomic Ranch:
Design Ideas for Stylish
Ranch Homes

AR'’s autographed coffee-table book has
plenty of inspiring homes from early
issues. Resources, preservation, history
of the style, decorating on a dime—it's
got it all. Gringeri-Brown/Brown, color
photos, 192 pp., hardcover, $39.95

OKS
QACKS

Back Issues—$6.95 while they last ...

o+ sonoma getaway  « the e:
« realtors' remodel  +

no. 29 Spring 2011

no. 30 Summer 2011

EASIER
LIVING

Guide to Easier Living

A vintage book all about the
modernist living espoused by Russel
and Mary Wright and his designs,
including American Modern
dishware. Wright, b&w illus.,

202 pp., softcover, $18.95

Silver Palaces

Restored Airstream, Shasta and
Curtis Wright travel trailers in all their
glory, inside and out, make you want
to buy or rent one and hit the road.
Douglas Keister, color photos,

160 pp., softcover, $24.95




Nightmare
Ocean Beach
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Brooklyn expats
and an
inventive designer

transform a sketchy stucco box

Wereally liked where we were living in New York—Fort Greene

seemed like the best version of dense urban living we could imagine,” says Anthony Burr,
a musician and faculty member at UC San Diego, describing his move from right to left
coast. “Most of the cooler, more urban neighborhoods in San Diego seem similar to other
cities, so we wanted to live somewhere that was more specific to California.”

The 1954 house he and his wife, Eliza Slavet, found would have made most buyers
lock the car doors and peel away from the curb; that just makes their pride in the
remodeled space that much sweeter. “Ocean Beach is the last kind of scrappy beach
community in San Diego proper. It's part hippy, part burnout,” says Burr. “And the house
was dreadful—it had been extremely neglected. The floor was rotted through in both
bathrooms, the kitchen had been pretty much ripped out, and there were stains every-
where, nasty green carpet and a festering pool in the backyard.

“Plus, there was a lot of fairly speculative electrical work throughout the place,” he con-
tinues. “That said, it was clear (at least to us and to our more expert friends) that it was
structurally sound, the roof was in good shape, some of the plumbing was OK and the
floors under the shag carpeting were actually great. It seemed that it would be possible to

text Bromley Davenport

photography Your Inner Song






open things up into something that was cool and to use the
space more efficiently without having to rebuild the entire place.”

Through a variety of contacts, Slavet—who’s also on the
faculty at UCSD—and Burr heard about Franciso Garcia and
The Building Workshop, a design/build firm. “We felt that
Francisco was probably on the right page in terms of design
sensibility, that he’d produce good quality work and that we
were able to communicate effectively with him,” Barr says.
“We knew he was just starting out on his own, which we
viewed as more of a plus than a minus. Our project offered him
a good showcase opportunity, so it would be his first priority
and, even though he was ne