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This 1957 modernist home near Seattle was designed by Wendell
Lovett. The second homeowners opened up the compact kitchen
to the living and dining areas, as well as the striking view, while
respecting the rhythm of the post-and-beam architecture. Near
the floating fireplace hearth with its Darth Vader hood sits a
vintage Z chair paired with an IKEA side table and a West EIm rug.
The killer view is of the Cascades and Lake Sammamish.
Story page 12.
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Same view, different lens ...
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the Winter 2013 issue, | wrote about a teardown of a midcentury house here in
Portland, Ore., and a loophole that allows developers to skip the 35-day neighbor-
hood notification if they apply for a demolition and construction permit the same
day. The two structures that are going up on the former ranch home’s double lot are about what
you'd expect: two-and-a-half stories, tiny side and rear setbacks, and a pastiche of faux period
details thrown on the front facades, making these ‘heritage homes’ according to the developer.
The resident to the south now has a fishbow! for a side yard, while the

u owner to the north has listed his house for sale.

— A few blocks away, on another double lot across the street from the
bucolic Reed College campus, a white clapboard ranch faced a similar
future. When neighbors heard of the developer’s plans to raze it and
build two new homes, they marshaled forces and began fighting city
hall. Atomic Ranch wrote a letter in support of those efforts, and a
large crowd at the appeal hearing made known their objections. The
city still approved the plans, but in April, two neighbors signed an
agreement to buy the developer out.

Earlier, I'd been invited to walk through this ranch house to comment
on original elements and its potential appeal for buyers. There were nice
hardwood floors, unpainted woodwork, a spacious kitchen and original-
ish baths; this was a custom home and looked it. Unsurprisingly, the
real conversation during that tour was between one of the neighbors
and a remodeler who claimed to have a feel for homes like this. If the
plan is to renovate and resell, I'm pretty sure you will be able to stand
on the sidewalk and smell the granite and stainless.

The story—affluent neighborhood throws money at the issue—was
covered on local KOIN television news. On air, Mayor Charlie Hales
commented, “This issue highlighted the larger problem; I'm not sure
we've got it right yet. Even if they worked out a truce this time, there
are still big questions we all have to work on.” Where's Kyle
Maclachlan when you need him?

Vic Remmers, the developer who is walking away, claims lot splitting
is a fiscal imperative. “It's necessary because the prices of land, the prices of homes, are getting to
a certain point to where, if you just bought one and built one, it financially probably wouldn’t be
feasible,” he said. “When it's done responsibly, when it's done right, | think it's a good thing.”

| disagree.

In late-breaking news that our Eastmoreland association termed a ‘Big Win," the Portland
bureau of Development Services has changed the demolition policy: Now, a notification has to be
posted for 30 days, and neighborhood organizations can request additional delays up to 120
days, but only if the developer plans to replace one vintage house with two or more new ones.
You want to bulldoze a ‘dated’ '50s ranch and put up a McMansion? Have at it!

Am | the only one who thinks permit-fee- and tax-revenue-driven development policies show
how few cities really get it? Isn't restoration of quality period homes another viable option?

Michelle Gringeri—Brown
Editor
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TModernwisdom

restoring a 1958
Flamingo mobile home
in a 55-plus park in
Palm Springs. For us

baby boomers, there is a huge movement to live smaller
and for less money.

Once | closed escrow, | drove past a 1965 Cambridge
doublewide prototype I'd seen online over the years; an
older couple was out decorating for Christmas. |

stopped and told them | had just bought in the same
park, but that | have always loved their place and if
they ever decided to sell, I'd love to buy. This was
their last season here and they were, indeed, selling;
right place, right time.

The bottom photo is of a Spartan travel trailer, one of
the first in the park. At the time, these trailers cost
what a modest home would. The person who created
the park had their choice of where to put it in 1955,
and its location is fab.

David Izenman

Palm Springs
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David'’s cowboy ranch
in Sherman Oaks,
Calif., was one of our
boldest covers—Winter
2006, No. 12—and
even then his trailer
obsession was evident,
with a 1948 Glider in
the front yard.

—ar editor

3¢ While 1 still don't subscribe, | read AR regularly.
This article has amazing photos: goo.gl/gzVNQH.

Keep on keeping’ on...

Joy Falloni

Lakewood, Colo.

3¢ Over the past 29 years | have been a resident of
Rockford, Ill. Rockford has had more than its share of
problems and negative press. But this note is a shout-
out to the city’s stunning residential '50s architecture.

My husband, Jeff, and | have been the proud owners
of a 1955 atomic ranch for four years now. It is rich

with detail and nuances specific to this era. Ours is just
one of the homes in the city that would certainly be
suitable for a spread in Atomic Ranch. If you're ever
looking for an area rich in 1950s architecture, or just
want to give a degenerating city something to be
proud of, we'd love to hear from you.

Marybeth Sundberg



3¢ I chose my 1959 rancher at the Jersey Shore for
its beautiful view of the river. The furniture | brought
with me from my previous home, a 1929 Tudor,
struggled for acceptance by a tiny house with such
simple lines. Over the past three years | replaced the
dark, heavy pieces with more suitable furniture.

Oh, but what to do with a small, narrow room at the
back of the house? Fortunately, in this part of the
state, midcentury items are still cast aside and easy to
find at flea markets and estate sales. This is now my
favorite room!

Marie Sylvester

Brick, N.J.

3¢ Our 1970 timber-frame house just enjoyed a
remodel with the goal of keeping everything period or
older. Much of the furniture comes from my boyhood
home and is a constant reminder of my excellent child-
hood surrounded by art. This is not all of it.

Daniel Mainzer

3 When I moved back to Newport, R.I., four years
ago, | fell in love with these two MCM homes, located
next door in Middletown. Side by side, separated by a
lot, they sit incongruous to their urban-sprawl sur-
roundings. (I stood in the parking lot of a shopping
plaza to take these pictures.)

| admire them as much for what | perceived to be
their stalwart resistance to development, as well as
their designs. The green one, for the details: the all-
over scalloping, the repeated diamond motif and, well,

the color! The white one more for how the owners
decorate the front lawn in the summer: lots of plastic
flowers and ceramic figurines. This dreary day in
January did not show them at their best.

So it was with shock and horror that | noticed the
For Sale signs from the same realty company, along
with the empty lot and—Oh No!—the suggestion that
someone combine the properties for ‘225 Feet of
Frontage!!! Make an Offer for Both!”

Elena Gariepy
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3¢ In 2011 my wife
and | realized one of
our dreams—to live on
the coast—moving from Sacramento to the Monterey
Peninsula. We purchased a nondescript, ‘ugliest house
on the street,” built in 1971, shown in the before listing
photo.

We immediately replaced the carpet with bamboo
floors, and researched paint colors and new windows.
Last year’s shot shows the fresh paint, replacement win-
dows, drought-resistant garden and a fence that we
designed and built. In 2013 we also added about 400
square feet for a family room, bedroom/office and utility
room—all on a tight budget.

We still get compliments on the remodel, with some
folks stopping to take photos of the work.

Mike & Karen Gunby

Pacific Grove, Calif.

o Just recently | discovered your wonderful publica-
tion and | am absolutely stunned. However, it has
turned out to be a physical hazard for me: | just spent
the entire weekend stripping all of the old wallpaper in
my bedroom, leaving me feeling like a cripple.

I have been overwhelmed with an avalanche of cre-
ative thoughts, thanks to Atomic Ranch. Here in
Melbourne, there is a silent revolution in favor of all
things ‘retro,” as Australians call it, but the media tend
to treat this style with disdain.

My parents built the house in the early '50s from

designs that were mass-produced, created by a govern-
ment initiative for the postwar population boom. All of
these homes were box-shaped, with slight but simple
variations; building materials were hard to come by
back then.

| absolutely adore the '60s era, although | was quite
young at that time. | recall a favorite TV series, 77
Sunset Strip. It was synonymous with wonderful mid-
century architecture, good instrumental jazz and classic
sleek autos, such as Thunderbirds, Mustangs and
Galaxies. What a magical era that was.

With the growing popularity of this architecture, |

think all that is need- _.!_.‘:EJcJ(JcJ({,-F'F
ed to cap it off is for 03000
Ford and other motor '
companies to reintro-
duce similar designs
into their new produc-
tion models. | realize
I'm just pipe dream-
ing; what do you think?

I'm now forever a fan of Atomic Ranch!

Georg Sajer

Melbourne, Australia

Write us at editor@atomic-ranch.com
or send a note to Atomic Ranch, Publishing Office,
3125 SE Rex St., Portland, OR 97202.
We’ll print the good ones.
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Bullet Planters by Hip Haven™
Spun Metal Lighting made-to-order.
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text Michelle Gringeri-Brown

photography Jim Brown

endell Lovett was one of seven architects who devel-
oped a 63-acre residential parcel in Bellevue, Wash.,
beginning in 1947. “Hilltop is an area well known by
MCM aficionados in our area,” says Kirsten
Robertson, a Realtor with 360° Modern in Seattle. “It
is a uniqgue community in that all of the 40 homes
were constructed in a modern style and must stay
that way—the Hilltop architecture committee ensures that. The lots are large, at over
an acre each, and the homes range from 1,740 to well over 4,000 square feet.”

In 2012, Robertson had the listing for a distinctive Lovett home designed for Gervais
and Connie Reed that had been feted in Domus, Arts & Architecture and several books
when it was built in 1957. The hovering, split-level plan took advantage of views of the
Cascades and Lake Sammamish by placing the public rooms on the upper level.

“The home was in original condition,” Robertson remarks. “Some upgrades had
been made to the systems, namely converting from oil to gas heat, but not much more
than that. The Reeds raised three kids there, and it was well loved but in very good
condition for its age. There was a wall in the kitchen that still had the kids’ heights
marked on it.”
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The Buyers

Courtney and Patrick Stanton had already sold their
2004 Craftsman-style house and were looking for a small-
er home on a larger lot closer to town. Coincidentally, both
had grown up within a mile of Hilltop, but were unaware of
its existence.

“| saw the house online on a Sunday night and found
the exterior really different,” remembers Patrick, a 44-year-
old program manager for Nokia. “We looked at it on
Monday and made an offer that night.” He liked the unique
design and open floor plan, all of the windows and the fact
that it was a house on a hill.

“I've always loved midcentury modern, but there aren’t
a ton of them in Seattle, so that wasn’t a priority on our
list,” says Courtney, 38, a buyer for Nordstrom.

“I was in awe when we walked in. There’s a great open-
ness to the house—even though we were going from a

5,000- to a 2,000-square-foot house—and it has a very
homey feeling. When | came up the stairs and saw the
spectacular view out the back, | was like, Done! You can
write up the offer.”

The couple liked most things about the house—the loca-
tion, the lot, the two bedrooms, one bath and kitchen/din-
ing/living room on the top level—but not the rabbit-warren
lower level nor the original kitchen. “It was very closed off,”
Courtney says. “There was a tall bookcase by Wendell
Lovett that blocked the view through the family room, and
the side that adjoins the dining area had a standard refrig-
erator with hanging cabinets and just a low pass-through.”

“It was like a little cave in there,” chimes in Patrick. “We
really liked the architectural style of the house, so when we
decided to redo the kitchen, we wanted to maintain that;
that’s why we brought Mike and Grace in.”




The Hilltop home is next door to
another Lovett house featured on
the cover of Fall 2009, No. 23.

Original pendant lamps, extensive

windows and a glass backsplash in

the kitchen bring welcome light

into the Pacific Northwest house.




The Architects

Patrick had attended college with architects Mike
Mariano and Grace Kim, now principals of Schemata
Workshop in Seattle. They already knew Lovett’s work and
this home, specifically.

“Lovett was one of the early modernists. This piece is
considered to be an important project for him, done dur-
ing an early phase of his career when he was heavily influ-
enced by the Miesian idiom and the idea of using produc-
tion components to create minimalist dwellings,” says Kim.
“A good example [of that] would be the kitchen cabinets.
They were not made of high-quality materials: The lumber
was pretty low-grade plywood, and the cabinet faces were
Masonite, while the drawer pulls were simple aluminum
angles screwed to the faces.

“The kitchen was almost the first thing you saw as a
visitor or resident returning home; it was a very forward-
thinking move to liberate the kitchen and give it promi-
nence,” she explains. “But despite Lovett’s good inten-
tions, the kitchen is tiny and, with the bookcase and
cabinets, it felt very hemmed in. Courtney and Patrick
wanted to feel more connected to family and guests
when preparing meals, so we removed the upper cabi-
nets separating the kitchen from the dining room, as well

White and blue Abet Laminati laminate teams with plywood for the
Kerf cabinetry, topped by poured terrazzo countertops, a glass back-
splash and rubberized cork flooring in the updated kitchen. The appli-
ances are KitchenAid, and the range hood is a Faber. Opposite, top,
decorative vents in the sink apron and a white pullout recycling/trash
bin in the cabinet run adjoining the dining area. The before view just
below it shows the original refrigerator location and pass-through.

Three drawer refrigerators and a freezer unit are in the island that
replaced a taller bookshelf cabinet (opposite, bottom two views). “No
more shopping for vegetables at Costco; | have to market more fre-
quently and save less leftovers,” says Courtney Stanton, who also
opted to omit a microwave from the new kitchen design.

as the bookshelves that closed off the living room.”

One of the first decisions Schemata made was to bring
Kerf Design into the project. “Kerf has a certain aesthetic
that doesn’t always lend itself to all projects or clients,” Kim
says, “but it suits our sensibilities as a firm—Nathan’s work
is very honest and clear—something we strive for in our
work, also.”



Before
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The Cabinetmaker

Nathan Hartman runs a tight crew of five at Kerf Design,
working with architects and homeowners to design and
build furniture and custom cabinetry from plywood and
laminate. The through-tenon joinery is visible, and instead
of applied knobs or pulls, there are hand notches.

“I’d seen the listing when the Lovett house was on
the market; | thought it was a cool house, so we were
really excited when we got the call to work on it,”
Hartman says. “It seemed like if Kerf had been in busi-
ness when the house was built, there’s a pretty good
chance we would have been the cabinetmakers for the
project. The things the architect and the [original] own-
ers were trying to accomplish were very similar to the
style that we do.”

Both the Stantons and Schemata agreed. With a typ-
ical turnaround of about six weeks from final CAD draw-
ings to finished cabinets, Kerf also fit the bill for a quick
project timeline. “We work on the micro level—drawers
over here, a door here, a pullout for a specific need
you’ve identified. Sometimes the first design we show a
homeowner is the way it goes, and sometimes it takes a

Opposite, top: The Stantons paired Eames molded
plastic Eiffel-base chairs and two Eames DCMs with
the stainless steel-topped table from their past home.
The blue pendant lamps and windows are original,
while the West EIm Dumont buffet and Tolix Marais

counter stools are new.

Left: “Picking up the cues from Lovett's original
design, we knew it was important for the new cabi-
netry to fit between the structural columns,” says
architect Grace Kim.” All of the original built-ins were
distinct from the structure, which clearly reads
throughout the home.” A cabinet with open shelving
between the dining area and the hearth holds

barware, and a wine fridge handles beverages.

Opposite, bottom: Entering the front door, you step

onto a terrazzo landing with stairs that lead down to
the compartmentalized basement or up to the living

space. That's Slayer, the 130-pound puppy at the

kitchen doorway, one of three household dogs.

few iterations,” Hartman comments.

“We were worried that the homeowners were going to
miss all of the upper cabinet storage,” says Kim. “l first
suggested some open shelves between the kitchen and
dining room, but Courtney was smart: When they
moved in, she didn’t put anything into any of the uppers
to see if she’d need them. She confirmed that she
wouldn’t.”

To open up the space to the dining area, Schemata pro-
posed losing the fridge and opting for Subzero drawer
refrigerators; these would go into an island cabinet facing
the living room, giving the homeowners that view they
wanted. Some details from the original kitchen were incor-
porated into the new design: the way the cabinet cases
would attach to the posts with spacers, the slanted backs
and the use of blue laminate.

“Kerf seemed very European or Scandinavian, with the
exposed edges and simplicity; we lived in Finland for two
years, so we really liked that style,” says Courtney. And so
Patrick and his dad razed the kitchen, beginning the 10-
week process.

FALL 2014 atomic ranch 21



The Contractor

The kitchen remodel was both simple and detailed,
requiring a project manager who sweats the small stuff.
That would be Gary Timpe, co-owner of BrightWork
Builders.

BrightWork—a name that refers to clear-finished
wood that precludes using filler to hide any sloppy
cuts—specializes in residential projects, with about half
of their work in a contemporary style. “I was immediate-
ly interested; it's such a beautiful home and it matters to
us what we're building,” says Timpe, who oversaw and
coordinated the subcontractors. Electrical, plumbing,
gas lines, flooring, glass, countertop fabrication and
even roofing were required, with most activity occurring
during a three-week window.

In addition to the systems upgrades, a fixed window
with a vent hole was replaced, a reeded-glass back-
splash installed, terrazzo countertops cast and new
appliances, fixtures and lighting installed. An exhaust fan
over the gas cooktop necessitated piercing the mem-
brane roof, and significant time was spent weighing
options before selecting Expanko rubberized cork floor-
ing for its visual simplicity and durability in a household
with an 8-year-old and three large dogs.
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The minimalist living room furniture in place for the photo shoot
includes a vintage sofa lent by contractor Gary Timpe, a live-edge
Elpis & Wood coffee table and a West EIm ikat area rug. The
Stantons have since purchased a Reese leather sofa and chaise
from Room & Board. In the background through the bypass doors
is the master bedroom, and daughter Rian’s room is seen with

the lamp on.

An example of the project’s attention to detail is seen
in the flooring install. Twenty-four-inch tiles were chosen
because sheet goods would have had a seam at an
unfortunate area. BrightWork demoed down to the floor
joists, installed a subfloor, then the Expanko installer put
in an additional, very smooth 3/8" subfloor and floated
out the seams so they had a perfectly flat surface.
Today, the kitchen floor is slightly lower than the sur-
rounding original floors, but that's because the hard-
wood is due to be sanded and refinished shortly.

“It was mostly a logistical challenge—scheduling all of
the subs and keeping things moving so we could return
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A distinctive metal hood and raised concrete,
terrazzo and brick hearth draw your eye to the
fireplace wall; the angled back of the bar cabinetry
is visible on the left.
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The storage divider that separates the master
bedroom from the living room stands in for a
pantry. Kerf Design replaced the warped doors,
three of which open on the living room side,
and the homeowners matched the bedroom
dresser drawer paint to the laminate color.

the kitchen to the homeowners as quickly as possible,”
says Timpe. “It was well thought out from the beginning,
and the cabinetmakers did an excellent job. There were
none of those fire-drill moments where you scramble and
freak out because something didn’t work.”

Future plans include remodeling the upstairs bath,
opening up the small rooms downstairs that were con-
structed in the '70s, and adding an outbuilding for an
office/exercise room. Bringing in the pros was the right
approach, the Stantons feel.

“The neighborhood that it is, and the house that it is,
really deserved a kitchen designed specifically for the
home; we didn’t have that expertise personally,” Courtney
says. “We feel we made very deliberate choices that both
fit this house and our needs.”

Others apparently love it, too: “When an inspector came
to look at the house when we were buying, he was like a
kid in a candy store and offered to buy if we wanted to sell
in five years,” Patrick recounts. “It's such a simple design:
There’s not anything complex about the structure, and the
original owners did a good job keeping everything up.” %

Resources page 71
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Galesburg, Mich.

My home is an original Frank Lloyd Wright, designed in 1948 with construc-
tion completed in 1951. The house was built with concrete block and Honduran
mahogany. There are 12-feet-tall windows and French doors facing southwest,
which allow the sun to heat the home during cold Michigan winters; the con-
crete floor also has hydronic radiant heat. And 70 acres of forest surround the
house, providing a true organic architecture experience.

Dean Ankouny

Bexley, Ohio

Our 1960 Californian ranch was designed by Harold S. Schofield. There were
two owners prior to us—the original family who built the home, and another
who did some wonderful updates to the bathrooms and kitchen. A pleasant sur-
prise was finding the original plans, which included a large koi pond in the living
room, and we also fell in love with the two-way fireplace/indoor grill and the
kidney-shaped pool. This ranch has amazing natural light from all the windows
and glass sliders throughout, making the high ceilings and wood floors appear
ethereal.

Amanda Hayden

Baton Rouge, La.

I have been in my midcentury house for four years. | was lucky to find an
affordable home in the style | wanted that wasn't too small. In my area, midcen-
tury houses were either built by the well-to-do, or they are tiny tract homes. A
few things had to be redone (like an unfortunate tile design in one bath that
resembled a swastika), but I've kept as much original as possible—including the
metal kitchen cabinets. The closing papers listed the house as being built
ca.1949, which has to be incorrect, as the subdivision was not developed until
1955. I'm guessing the actual date as between 1959 and 1965.

David Coco

We're running low on great homes; send in a high-resolution photo or sharp snapshot and a
couple of sentences about your cool pad for our next issues. See contacts page 5.
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photography courtesy the Stahl family







n a city chock-full of glamorous homes,

how did a house that was occupied for

five decades by an ordinary, working-

class family become one of the most
recognizable midcentury icons in the
country—if not arguably the world?

Owner Mark Stahl said when his father first conceived the
idea, “He never intended to build something famous. He was
just building his dream house. But what ended up happen-
ing was the world saw it through Julius Shulman’s eyes.”

The 2,200-square-foot residence perched high above Los
Angeles in the Hollywood Hills started as a plot of unculti-
vated, unstable land with a spectacular view. Buck Stahl, a
graphic designer working for an aircraft supply company,
and his beautiful wife, Carlotta, purchased the property in
1954 for $13,500. Building their house would first mean find-
ing a way to stabilize the land it sat on. As a result, the Stahls
would spend more than two years hauling up leftover con-
crete for a retaining wall from construction sites around
L.A.—one carload at a time—in their Cadillac convertible.
While the precarious location made it nearly impossible to
secure a loan, eventually they did.

The couple would meet with a number of architects before
choosing Pierre Koenig. Innovative and forward thinking,
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Koenig proposed the project to John Entenza, editor of Arts
& Architecture magazine, for the Case Study House program.
Shortly before breaking ground in 1959, Entenza accepted.

Completed just over one year later, the stunning new home
featured a breathtaking 270-degree view and was made
almost entirely of glass. An impeccable example of midcen-
tury modern style, the home was featured in the ‘Living’ sec-
tion of the Los Angeles Herald Examiner.

People fell instantly in love with the house through
Shulman’s photograph of two pretty models seated elegantly
in the living room at night. After that, as Mark Stahl explained,
“He became a family friend who visited often. Shulman never
photographed the house after that initial Examiner piece, but
he liked to bring colleagues up to see it.”

Although its popularity within architectural circles was
apparent, Stahl noted that for many years, he and his sib-
lings, Bruce and Shari, never knew their house was any-
thing special. “Other than being interrupted from time to
time for the occasional studio rental, to us, it was just like
any other place you'd grow up. Dad did all the window
washing and gardening himself—that is until we were old
enough to help,” he laughed.

“As we got older, | guess we knew it had some degree
of fame. Friends did tend to want to come over a lot, but |
figured it was because of our swimming pool. When archi-
tects began showing up on a regular basis to study our
house, and especially after they filmed the pilot episode of
Columbo with Peter Falk here, my family started to realize
its significance,” Stahl said.

Although both parents have died—Buck in 2005 and
Carlotta in 2011, the Stahl children continue to maintain the
property themselves. “Probably out of everything, the glass
has been replaced the most. The frames are original, but
none of the glass is. Between windstorms, earthquakes and
age, they’'ve all had to be replaced. Every time there’s an
earthquake we lose a couple of windows,” Stahl said.

When it comes to replacing materials, “While we’re not
strict restorationists, we do try to make any changes fit the
period as much as possible. When we changed the kitchen
tile last year, we went through lots of midcentury books for
accuracy. Originally, the whole house had polished concrete
floors. The first kind of flooring my parents ever put down
was 9” asphalt tile, which was what a lot of people used
pack then.

Previous spread: A view of the corner of the house immortalized by Julius
Shulman’s famous shot, facing south east. Summer 1961, Buck Stahl hold-
ing Bruce and Shari on the diving board.

Above: Buck on the south-facing slope of the house planting ivy, from a
1961 photo shoot by Life m