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4 William Cody,
A Quincy Jones
and William Krisel

Statement-Making Style
With Pattern and Color

Pool Party Must-Haves & Bar Cart Necessities



Moku Artisan

Handcrafted and sustainably sourced wood
furniture pieces are built to last a lifetime.
The high-quality pieces are designed with
attention to detail, allowing them to craft
unique and sleek pieces whilst remaining
true to the soul of the wood.

artisan furniture

Shop online at www.moku-artisan.com and

Instagram @moku.artisan




Presents a new print:
“THE SUITE OF THE FUTURE"”

/it

Howard Johnson Resort in Anaheim has created “The Suite of the
Future,” a real hotel suite that pays homage to the original space age owARD
showhouse. Howard Johnsons asked Shag to create a signature piece of

artto hang in the living room of that space, and the result is this 23 color OH n ’on

. i . ) ; .
signed, numbered silk screen print, available exclusively at the Shag Store ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA

Inspired by Disneyland’s lost attraction “The House of the Future,” the

HE SHAG STORE ® 745 N. PALM CANYON DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS ® SHAGSTORE.COM




The Perfect Palette

The new owners of this 1957 home
kept many of the existing features,
enhancing them with vibrant prints and
colors, as well as personal touches, in
every space.

It's Hip to Be Square

A two-year renovation and restoration
project brings a 1960s A. Quincy Jones
condo back to its former glory.

Atomic Orange

Vibrant colors, retro furnishings, fresh
artwork and modern updates give this
1959 Willliam Krisel home new life.
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64 The Vibe: Mid-Mod Spring Cleaning
Making form meet function? Cutting the clutter?
Yes, this annual tradition affects how your mid-

century space looks and feels.

A Garden Apartment Makeover

This small Palm Springs vacation condo was
transformed from a tired “tennis unit” to a retro
gem.

The Man Who Defined the Desert

Learn about William Cody, the man whose name
became synonymous with Desert Modernism.

Retracing Mid Century

Tour the kitchen and dining room to see a
colorful, yet classic, reimagined MCM design
in the latest installment of Atomic Ranch’s 2021
Project House series.



Editor’s Letter
Web Update
Cool Stuff
Period Picks
Curb Appeal
Modern Makers
Retro Road Trip
Sources

Last Look

cover
Cover photography by Dave Folks
Cover Design by Gabby Oh
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We won.

Best
Furniture
Store

in the Coachella Valley.

| Shop our showroom or online.

HBIC oM

DESIGN [

501 South Palm Canyon Drive
Downtown Palm Springs * 2021 *
(760) 325-5400

www.h3khomeanddesign.com WINNER




editor’s letter

OEIRT
S INY

GROWING UP IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Palm Springs has always been a
part of my life.
When | was in grade school, my grandmother’s new husband had a house right

PHOTO BY MARK MENDEZ

on the golf course in the Sunny Dunes neighborhood of town. We'd swim in the
pool in the afternoons, trying not to burn our toes on the blazing-hot coping. In
the evenings, we'd play Monopoly on the shag carpet in the sunken living room.
While | attended high school, Palm Springs was my spring break destination; later
on, it served as a go-to for bachelorette parties or simply a relaxing weekend
getaway.

Nevertheless, | would have never guessed how much Palm Springs would teach
me. In those early days, the town wasn't the renowned modernist mecca it is
today. But, thanks to the pioneering few who banded together to bring awareness
to its history, as well as its architectural significance, to the forefront, along with
those who eventually founded, and currently run, Modernism Week, Palm Springs
has an international distinction as a historical gem.

Palms Springs has taught me what it is to celebrate and advocate on behalf
of something you're passionate about saving. It's also taught me the power of
community and what can be accomplished with like-minded folk. Palm Springs
reminds me how wonderful it is to connect with fellow modernists.

And so, with this issue, | hope you can connect with all the wonderful things
Palm Springs does to keep Mid Century Modern fans continually inspired,
motivated and educated.

I also hope this issue helps spotlight not just the homes, but also the people
who make that wonderful city what it is.

Jickie Torres

A
Get connected!

Email: editor@atomic-ranch.com « Online: atomic-ranch.com ¢ f@ @theatomicranch
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Folding Glass Walls by NanaWall

Drawing from four decades of innovation,
NanaWall once again creates the most

advanced family of folding glass walls.

Clean Aesthetics: The slimmest profiles available
and minimal exposed hardware.

Flexible Stacking: Unique floating panel sets can
stack either to the left or right.

Barefoot Friendly: Sill design offers weather
resistance while maintaining a low-profile
indoor-outdoor transition.

Easy Operation: Smoothest and easiest operation
of any folding glass wall.

Secure & Durable: Air, water, and forced entry
tested. Entry doors tested to 500,000 and folding
panels to 20,000 open and close cycles.

[©]

Available in < y Visit NanaWall.com
three different . 800 873 5673

material choices ALUMINUM  WOOD CLAD inquiries@nanawall.com

NanawWall

Boundaries Unbound®
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webupdate

atomic-ranch.com

Keep tabs on us and also check out these additional online reads.

PHOTO: CHAD MELLON

PHOTO: ZILLOW

A Desert Sanctuary Takes it Outside Modernist Index: A Mod Masterpiece—

Mod West Ranch continues to inspire, and we take a look at the The Bob Hope House

different outdoor zones on this property where Mid Mod meets Designed by architect John Lautner for famous comedian,
Old West. Then, find inspiration for your own exterior! actor and entertainer Bob Hope, this Palm Springs home
remains a unique modernist gem. Take a peek inside and

learn about the home’s design and history.

Know Your Zone!
How to Pick Plants

-af"r‘lq',:g
363

If you're looking
ahead to warmer
months and starting
to plan for your land-
scaping, discover
the basics regarding
hardiness zones and
where to begin as
you consider what to
plant.
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Follow us online on
Facebook, Pinterest and
Instagram daily!

Web Exclusive With Dani Nagel

Learn more about the intersection between Dani's work
in the fashion industry and interior design with a bold and
unique MCM flair!

e
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Nodem Classics., N stock Now.

With classic midcentury modern styling and durable, baked enamel finishes, RETRO by Remcraft
fixtures are built to their original 1950’s specifications and quality standards (with a few modem
improvements) to ensure unmatched durability and long, trouble-free service. They are available in
a wide variety of styles and finishes to suit any decor, indoors or out. What's more, most styles are
in stock and ready to ship. Give us a call or visit our website to find out more.

800.327.6585 | atomicremcraft.com

RETRO
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Cocktail Hour

It's 5 o’clock somewhere! Keep the

party ‘rolling’ with these bar carts and

bar accessories. o , ,
Atomic swizzle sticks and old-fashioned

By lan McMaster glasses. For pricing, (760) 354-9154 or
destinationpsp.com.
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French bar cart from the 1950s, $2,000.
Offered by Fins De Siecles; exhibited on
Incollect. (617) 926-0004 or incollect.com.

Red Umbra
Grapevine wine
rack, $260.

(855) 549-9990
or cherish.com.

| Dream of Palm
Springs Collins
glasses, $55. Visit
atomicdrinkware.com.

Arthur Umanoff bar cart, offered by
Orange Los Angeles; exhibited on
Incollect. For pricing, (617) 926-0004
or incollect.com.




“Changing the world through Creativity, Hope and Love...”

Have you ever seen a piece of art that you wished you could live inside of? I'm Scooter, a painter, illustrator, former
Disney Animator and lover of all things mid-century modern. It's my heart to create art that tfransports you back fo
the romance and nostalgic memories of the mid-century age.

As an arfist, | get so much joy and excitement about changing the world through creativity, hope and love. We
partner with an amazing organization called Acres of Love, whose mission is to rescue and care for AIDS Orphans
and those with special needs in South Africa. Whenever you add my art or merchandise o
your collection, a portion of what you spend goes to Acres of Love.

So, grab a martini, put on some Sinatra, and let’s change the world together!

e Promo Code: ATOMICRANCH to save 20% on regular prints and merchandise at: G rtofSCOOte r.com




Acacia wood
mid-century two-tier
bar cart, $199.99.
(877) 967-5362 or
worldmarket.com.

Bar cart in gold, $194.99.
(844) 347-5529 or wayfair.com.

Walnut with Butternut
Kumiko cabinet,

$4,200. (406) 224-7855 or
philomathwoodworks.com.

Sillitto 14-bottle tabletop wine
bottle rack by Ivy Bronx, $154.99.
(844) 347-4978 or wayfair.com.

Bradley iron bar cart,
$420. (844) 850-6623 or
allmodern.com.

Gold bamboo bar gift set, $183.87.

(888) 965-6275 or markandgraham.com.
14 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022
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NNORELL

Arne Norell original Sirocco Chair

Handmade by Norell furniture since 1966

www.nhorellfurniture.com

Order your Siroccos at: info@norellfurniture.com



Color-Poppin

ool Party

- %
Here are our picks to

turn your pooilside into
a festive, yearround
destination.

By lan McMaster

16 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022

Pool party beach towel, $45.
(760) 322-3400 or shagstore.com.

. Mariposa 8.5-foot Painted Lady Series

patio umbrella in hot pink, $539.
(844) 435-1144 or h3khome.com.

. Rapson high-back lounge chair, $1,695.

(877) 445-4486 or lumens.com.

. Zina outdoor chair in aqua, $149.

(888) 746-3455 or article.com.

. Mambo design glassware, placemat,

coaster and ice bucket. For pricing,
(760) 354-9154 or destinationpsp.com.




info@kasala.com
206.838.8000

MODERN HOME FURNISHINGS

DOWNTOWN SEATTLE | BELLEVUE DESIGN MARKET | KASALA.COM

KASALA




periodpicks

. Pacific Pagoda 8.5-foot umbrella with
fringe edge, $1,169.10. (800) 536-7551
or ballarddesigns.com.

. Vista outdoor side table, $249. Visit
joybird.com.

. Tessa sun bed and end table set,
$1,345. (973) 276-0444 or inmod.com.

. Sunmor acrylic ice bucket, $75 each.
(760) 354-9154 or destinationpsp.com.

. Lollygagger bar cart by Loll Designs,
$1,195. (888) 222-4410 or 2modern.com.

18 otomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022



we make mid-century dreams come tfrue.

-

_ Every day the Mid-Century Homes Team obsesses
about finding the coolest mid-century homes in the
nation’'s most livable city. Scenic Boise, Idaho is home
to over 11,000 mid-century gems at attainable prices.

With top-shelf customer service and a deep expertise,

this Dream Team is ready to show off the best of Boise:

MID-CENTURYHOMES.COM

mid+century
homes

by Anthology
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This iconic Rancho Mirage home can teach you a lot about the finesse
of Desert Modernism from one of its masters, William Codly.

Text and Photography by Erin Lawrence

At the Jaffe House in theRancho Mirage area of
Greater Palm Springs, mg?u‘a‘é elements combine to
make this home both inter'egting and also incredibly
private.

For starters, the double doors you see here don't open
directly into the house, as you might expect. Instead, they
open onto a courtyard with a covered colonnade and
stone pathway that lead deeper into the property and to
the house.

Architect William F. Cody drew on many of the
principals of modern architecture in the home’s design,
using floor-to-ceiling windows inside. These are cleverly
shaded by the deeply overhanging roof and plenty of
greenery. Palms and yucca plants combine with various
cacti to add plenty of interest to the desert landscaping.

20 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022

SLUMPSTONE WALLS CREATE SOFTNESS

The brick wall is what's known as “slumpstone,” the process by which
the blocks are cast but are then removed from the mold before they're
completely set. The block “slumps” under its own weight, giving it
a rounded appearance that mimics traditional adobe or mud bricks.
When stacked in walls such as this one, they give the masonry a softer
appearance and help create those simple, clean lines that Mid Century
Modern architecture is known for.

SEE ICONIC PALM SPRINGS HOMES AND
CELEBRITY HOUSES

If you're into architecture or you simply want to learn about the
beautiful properties and homes in Palm Springs, Jaffe House is just one
of the historic properties you can learn about by going on a self-guided,
self-driving modern architecture tour.

ModermnToursPalmSprings.com offers guided tours that run on your
smartphone and include photos, a narrator and mapping to get you to
each stop. Visit ModernToursPalmSprings.com for more information.



MODERN LIVES IN
MEMPHIS

hello
CRYE-I.EIKE LMARGARET MIKKELSEN

REAL ESTATESERVICES [modern memphis homes

direct: 901-896-2992 office: 901-754-0800
mobile: 646-898-6901 Serving Memphis, TN
margaret.mikkelsen@clhomes.com
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MOTAWI
TILEWORKS

DISTINCTIVE AMERICAN ART TILE
FOR HOMES AND PUBLIC PLACES

734.213.0017 | motawi.com
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The mid-century era was a time of unparalleled creativity and has produced
some of the most iconic, timeless, and refined works to date. We are inspired by
this spirit and carry it forward by infusing it into everything we create. Every piece
we make is handcrafted from the finest quality materials and built to last forever.

casaramodern.com 714 317 9342 Casara Modern

A Division of Eichler Siding

The Cool Combed Panel Back
from the Mid-Century— Weldtex!

Millworks .

35 RN

Accent Walls-Siding-Wainscot-Ceiling Tiles

Featured in new builds Starlight Village and Atomic Ranch Project
House in Austin, matching original Weldtex panels in the Orbit In
and the Kirk Douglas Estate in Palm Springs to name just a few!

¥' 3/8" Pine plywood tiles create classic checker board pattern, or
sheet for accent walls and wainscot.

/' Plywood works great for paint grade or clear coat.

/' T & G Stain Grade 3%" Hardwood Wall Panel Wainscot/
Accent Walls

(/! Customers tell us the plywood tiles and panels are excellent
matches to their pre-existing walls and ceilings best choice for
paint or clear coat.

¥’ Hardwood (cherry, maple, oak) tongue and groove 5/16"x3Y4"
wall panel for excellent staining and elegance.

See our website www.vintageplywood.com for details and pictures.

info@vintageplywood.com | vintageplywood.com | 415.883.5300
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\BOVE, LEFT: CINEMATIC HISTORY LIVES ON AT BOOMERANG FOR
MODERN WITH A CUSTOM-MADE FOLDING SCREEN BY SOL BLOOM.

IT WAS ORIGINALLY CREATED IN THE MID-1950S FOR A NEW YORK FUR
SALON, BUT IT WAS ALSO USED IN THE 1989 MOVIE, SLAVES OF NEW YORK,
THAT STARRED BERNADETTE PETERS.

Desert Treasure

Boomerang for Modern is one of the premier
Mid Century Modern destinations in Palm
Springs. Its owner, David Skelley, is the reason.

Author: Autumn Krause
Photography: Courtesy of Boomerang for Modern
Portrait: Stephen Schauer

David Skelley, owner of Boomerang for Modern, was
introduced to Mid Century Modern design through his friend's
collection in the mid-1970s. For David, it was a pivotal moment.

“Something just clicked,” he said. "I fell in love with every
facet of the style—from its optimism to the exploration of then-
new materials and the visual lightness of the pieces.”

He began curating his own collection of Mid Century Modern
pieces. The collection was simply for personal enjoyment,
although David dreamed of building it into something more.

David's company was caught in the tailwinds of the Mid
Century Modern design surge, propelling him to the forefront
of the movement. He explains that as a result, "I made the big

24 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022

A HARVEY PROBBER LEATHER SECTIONAL FROM A
PROMINENT HOME IN PALM SPRINGS (DESIGNED BY E. STEWART
WILLIAMS) IS JUST THE PIECE TO CAPTURE CUSTOMERS' IMAGINATIONS AS
THEY CONSIDER ALL THE CONVERSATIONS THIS PIECE HAS OVERHEARD—
AND ALL THE CONVERSATIONS YET TO COME!

decision to take Boomerang Modern from San Diego to Palm
Springs. It was my best move ever!”

David's store is now a bustling destination for Mid Century
Modern lovers. As the store’s curator, he's able to preview
some of the finest pieces available. Through his reputation, he’s
able to acquire items right from the original families—which
means he gets the bonus of the wonderful stories that go with
them. Customers come for the ambient shopping experience,
because it truly is an experience. Boomerang for Modern is a
fantastic destination for anyone seeking to step back in time
and reemerge with a piece of history they can treasure for years
to come. (760-880-1963; boomerangformodern.com)
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Working from home never looked so good! Explore our trending,
high-quality products to give your home an extra bit of magic. #WFH

Visit teamson.com/atomic-ranch to unlock an exclusive offer and
follow @teamson to explore all the different ways to #designhappy.

teamson O%// A\\\ yV
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MARTIN CREATED A REEL FILLED WITH

BUILDINGS FROM ALL OVER PALM SPRINGS

DESIGNED BY THE LIKES OF DONALD
WEXLER (ABOVE LEFT) AND HUGH KAPTUR By Jickie Torres

Photography by Martin Knowles
(ABOVE RIGHT).

A newly updated retro toy can take you
on a journey to some of Palm Springs’
most iconic locales—all from the comfort
of your own home.

Canadian photographer Martin Knowles is no
stranger to Palms Springs. He often makes the trek
down south for the annual Modernism Week events.

However, his latest project brings the desert to
anyone who's willing to get back in touch with their
youth and buy one of his classic View Master sets.
These sets offer a series of reels, each featuring his
photography of such legendary Palm Springs masters
as Hugh Kaptur, William Krisel and Donald Wexler.

View Master sets are available at Destination PSP,
(760) 354-9154 or destinationpsp.com.

26 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022



Large limited inventory of original 1960s-1970s

Modular International Inc. Nordisk Solar and Vistosi Italian Murano Glass lighting

InCHARTADE IEs e fixtures for sale. Limited quantities of signed fixtures

available! Nordisk Solar still in original packaging!

modern. elegant. fun. tedstuff.net




Photo by Monica Orozco.

2022 Sponsors as of December 1

Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery
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modernism week’

PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

February 17-27, 2022
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

modernismweek.com
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modern + midcentury specialists
modernous.com

i 206.430.1966
0 D'ESIG N

Call me.

505.263.78920%

Talia Freedman and Co. Real Estate.
4116 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuguerque, NM 87,
www.ABQ-Realty.com '




The Perieas
Palette

The new owners of this 1957 home kept many of the
existing features, enhancing them with vibrant prints m
and colors, as well as personal touches, in every space.

By Lindsay Jarvis | Photography by Dave Folks | Styling by Lindsay Jarvis
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THE FRONT DOOR AND VINTAGE BREEZEBLOCKS WERE PAINTED IN DUNN
EDWARDS “FAIRYTALE DREAM," A SOPHISTICATED HUE OF PINK (WHICH

IS A FAVORITE COLOR OF THE NEW HOMEOWNERS). FOLIAGE IN THE
FRONT YARD WAS THINNED OUT BY ABOUT 50 PERCENT, CREATING A
CLEAN LOOK THAT COMPLEMENTS THE HOME'S MID CENTURY MODERN
ARCHITECTURE.

During a Modernism Week 2020 tour just before the
pandemic, a “for sale by owner” sign placed in front of this
1957 Twin Palms, California, home caught the attention of
its future owner and his fiancée. It was love at first sight for
the couple, and they contacted their realtor and then quickly
made a deal.

While the house was in relatively good shape, it was in
need of a refresh and colorful makeover. The only problem?
The new homeowner, a film and television producer living in
Canada, was suddenly unable to travel to his newly acquired
house.

The homeowners had partnered with Kevin Kemper and
Howard Hawkes of H3K Design for a previous renovation on
a 1960s home in Maui, Hawaii, and reached out to work with
them again on this new project.

"We designed this virtually. We worked with H3K, who are
local [to Palm Springs]. They are top-notch, and they would
send us photos every week, as well as a video if we needed
it,” says the homeowner.

The couple also utilized a 3D tour of the home to help
make design choices without being present.

STARTING WITH THE BASICS

The previous owner had purchased the home in 2013
after a significant and tasteful renovation had taken place.
Because the house was in relatively good condition, the
team set about refreshing the space for better functionality
and to suit the tastes of the new homeowners.

“We had some basic stuff to do, such as refurbish the roof,
along with some electrical and plumbing,” the home owner
explains. “Just to make everything work better, because it
had been seven years since [anything had been done to the

"

home]
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After tackling the basics, the team replaced
a wall-mounted AC unit in the main bedroom

with an independent system that encompasses
the primary bedroom, bathroom, desk area
and laundry.

“The best part about a split system is that
it gives you a lot more flexibility, and you
can actually have a lot more control,” Kevin
Kemper of H3K Design points out. “And the
fact that you can actually do multiple rooms
off one system is great.”

They also created a barbeque/bar area
in the backyard, as well as circular concrete
pads that form a walkway through the grass.
Existing carpet in the bedrooms was replaced
by a similar poured terrazzo-type tile that was
already in the main areas of the home, thus
creating a seamless look via floors that are
easy to clean.

32 atomic-ranch.com SPRING 2022

ABOVE: THE SAME ROCKS USED IN THE PLANT BED BY THE WALL WERE PUT
INTO THE EXISTING FIREPIT AND SURROUNDING THE OLIVE TREE. "MY FIANCE
AND | REALLY LIKE THE DESERT FEEL, SO IT JUST MADE MORE SENSE WITH
THE CACTI TO HAVE THE ROCKS,"” SAYS THE HOMEOWNER. ANOTHER SET OF
CIRCULAR CONCRETE PAVERS MIMICS THOSE BY THE BARBEQUE AREA.

OSITE, TOP: TWO APEROL "SPRITZ" POSTERS INSPIRED THE COLOR
PALETTE FOR THIS OUTDOOR SEATING AREA, AS WELL AS FOR THE ENTIRE
BACKYARD. TO CREATE AN OPEN SPACE, THE TEAM REMOVED A POST THAT
WAS PREVIOUSLY LOCATED TO THE RIGHT SIDE AND THEN REPLACED THE
BEAM THAT GOES ACROSS. “AND WE ADDED THE LIGHTS AND THE FAN

SO PEOPLE COULD HAVE AN AREA THAT'S AWAY FROM THE SUN,” THE
HOMEOWNER EXPLAINS.

PPOSITE, BOTTOM: AN ABUNDANCE OF GREENERY WAS GROWING AGAINST
THE BRICK PART OF THE WALL TO THE LEFT. THE NEW HOMEOWNERS WANTED
A CLEAN LOOK, SO THEY REMOVED THE PLANTS THAT WERE THERE AND PUT
IN DESERT-FRIENDLY CACTI, AS WELL AS ROCKS IN THE PLANT BED. THE POOL

WAS IN GREAT CONDITION AND NEEDED NO REAL UPDATES.
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ADDING PERSONAL STYLE

Inspired by the existing pegboard in the kitchen
sliding cabinets and the guest bedroom closets, the
new homeowner carried the look into other parts
of the house. The primary bedroom (which was
previously some kind of living room but had been
converted to a bedroom during an earlier renovation)

had an open closet.

“I had H3K and the construction [team] make
pegboard doors to match so that all the closets
are the same,” the homeowner says. The team
also created a custom TV stand with the pegboard
material for further continuity.
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A PERSONAL PALETTE

Knowing where to start is often a challenge when
choosing a color palette. This couple utilized inspiration
from artwork for several spaces in their home.

Vintage Aperol "Spritz" posters in an outdoor seating
area inspired a blue-and-yellow color scheme for the
entire backyard. The homeowners are also tennis fans
and designed one of the guest bedrooms and bathrooms
around a vintage Wimbledon poster. In the main bedroom,
Shag’s “The Imposters” was the springboard for the
design, while his "The Party” sparked ideas for the front
guest room.



RIGHT: THE HOMEOWNERS WANTED
WALLPAPER IN THIS GUEST BEDROOM BUT
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE TOO MUCH AGAINST
THE SHAG PRINT ON THE OPPOSITE WALL.
THANKS TO THE HOME'S 3D VIRTUAL TOUR,
THEY REALIZED THAT THE WALL CONNECTING
TO THE LIVING ROOM WOULD BE THE PERFECT
SPOT FOR A POP OF COLOR AND PATTERN
THAT WOULD CONNECT THE ENTIRE SPACE.
"IT'S LIKE A SURPRISE WHEN YOU COME INTO
THE ROOM,"” SAYS THE HOMEOWNER.

LEFT: TO THE RIGHT, A CUSTOM TV STAND WAS CREATED WITH PEGBOARD SLIDERS TO MIRROR THE
EXISTING PEGBOARD FEATURES THROUGHOUT THE HOME. THE PLACEMENT OF THE TV WAS ALSO

IMPORTANT TO THE HOMEOWNER: “| WANTED THE TV TO BASICALLY BE THE SAME HEIGHT AS THE
FIREPLACE,"” HE SAYS.

BELOW: THE FLORS RUG AND BLUE JOYBIRD COUCH WERE INSPIRED BY A PREVIOUS ARTICLE IN
ATOMIC RANCH MAGAZINE! “WE DIDN'T WANT A BIG, BRIGHT RUG; WE WANTED SOMETHING THAT

HAS SOME COLOR THAT CONNECTED THINGS TOGETHER,” SAYS THE HOMEOWNER.
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“The free-flowing floor

enough space

plan provides
for an entire

group to spread out and relax.”




"H3K WENT THROUGH
AND MADE SURE
EVERYTHING WAS

WORKING PROPERLY,
SLIDING PROPERLY
AND [WAS ABLE TO

BE] OPENED. [THE
TEAM] ALSO ADJUSTED
DRAWERS,” SAYS THE
HOMEOWNER. THE
EXISTING PEGBOARD
WAS UPDATED FROM A
BLUE HUE TO WHITE.

EXISTING CABINETRY
AND LIGHTING

WERE KEPT IN THE
KITCHEN AND DINING
AREA, WHILE A TILE
BACKSPLASH WITH
POPS OF PINK WAS
ADDED TO ECHO

THE FRONT EXTERIOR
BREEZEBLOCK. "WE
LOVE THE WALNUT.
WE LIKE THAT, AS WELL
AS THAT IT'S CARRIED
THROUGH IN THE
BATHROOMS,"” SAYS THE
HOMEOWNER ABOUT
THE CABINETRY.
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The recent refresh added pops of vibrant color, pattern and increased overall efficiency, and the
homeowner plans to utilize the space as a vacation rental when he's not staying there.

Looking toward the future, he notes that the couple might further refurbish the bathrooms to
keep up with the demands on a rental home. But, for now, the homeowner is looking forward to
enjoying the space, describing it as “designer chic” while “still [honoring] the home's classic mid-
century architecture.” @

SEE SOURCES, PAGE 86
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A SLIDING BARN DOOR THAT MIMICS THE BREEZEBLOCK PATTERN WAS INSTALLED DURING A PREVIOUS RENOVATION. THE COLOR PALETTE IN

THIS GUEST BEDROOM IS INSPIRED BY SHAG'S “THE PARTY" PRINT THAT HANGS ABOVE THE BED. TO THE RIGHT OF THE BARN DOOR IS A VINTAGE
PINK TELEPHONE THAT'S HOOKED UP AND WORKING.
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ABOVE:THE PINK FOUND ON THE FRONT EXTERIOR AND KITCHEN ACCENT
TILES IS ECHOED IN THIS GUEST BEDROOM. “WE FOUND THE WALLPAPER
AND THEN FOUND THIS GREAT RUG THAT TOTALLY MATCHED,"” THE
HOMEOWNER EXPLAINS. “WE ORDERED THE PINK BED FROM JOYBIRD
AND THEN BUILT AROUND THAT.”

w

ELOW, LEFT: IN THE PRIMARY BATHROOM, THE SHOWER AREA ONLY NEEDED
A REFRESH. A NEW TRIM, SPOUTS, TOWEL RACKS AND HANGERS WERE

ADDED, AS WELL AS WALLPAPER ON THE ACCENT WALL. THE BATHROOM
AREA WAS JUST SEPARATED BY A PIECE OF GLASS, SO THE TEAM ENCLOSED IT
BY CREATING A WALL AND POCKET DOOR TO CREATE MORE PRIVACY.

BELOW, RIGHT: THIS GUEST BATHROOM WAS REFRESHED WITH BLINDS,
NEW HANDLES, A MIRROR WITH TOUCH SIDE-LIGHTING AND VIBRANT,
GREEN WALLPAPER. THE GREEN THEME CARRIES OVER INTO THE
ADJOINING BEDROOM.
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Not everyone has the stomach to buy a home that’s in foreclosure. After all, the
process can be lengthy and complicated; and while you might be getting a bargain,
there’s likely some serious work that needs to be done.

However, if that home was designed by storied architect A. Quincy Jones and
sits in one of the most sought-after neighborhoods in Palm Springs, a buyer can be
forgiven for throwing caution to the wind.

Realtor Frank Bruno took the plunge in 2015, purchasing a home in Palm Springs’
Indian Canyons neighborhood in a development known as Country Club Estates.
"It had the ideal west-facing views | had been searching for, but it was in extremely
poor condition,” he recalls. “Literally every system in the house had to be redone. It
was neglected and screaming out, 'Help me!"" g
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Located on a triangular wedge of land, the homes here
have shared walls and line a common pool area. Designed
by A. Quincy Jones in the mid-1960s, it's the only residential
property Jones handled in Palm Springs ... aside from the
famed Annenberg estate at Sunnylands.

Frank began a two-year renovation and restoration and
elected to take on much of the project management and
design work himself, even overseeing the construction.

A COMMUNITY VISION

As his own home began to come together, he realized the
collection of condos in his complex needed more than a coat of
paint: They needed a vision for the next century. Consequently,
Frank ran for, and won, a seat on the condominium’s board—
with aT eye toward guiding its future from drab to dramatic.
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The first and largest tasks in Frank’s renovation were
upgrades to the plumbing, electrical, heating and cooling
systems. At the same time, and with the interior stripped
nearly bare, Frank started to envision how the home would
finally come together.

“One of the design features | knew | wanted out of the gate
was for each room to have its own identity. In real estate, | see
home after home that use the same tile and countertops in
the kitchen and each of the bathrooms.” Frank shares. “To me,
that's boring and uninspiring. It's more of a design challenge
to be able to utilize different materials and aesthetics while,
at the same time, cohesively bringing all of it together in a
complementary manner.”
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A NATURAL DESIGN FOCUS

Frank's house forms a large U-shape anchored by a small

central courtyard. Floor-to-ceiling windows span each side
and inundate the home with light. Cinderblock walls form the
outdoor atrium structure and extend into the house on two
sides—into the bedroom and the living room, where it also
forms a chunky fireplace, an element Frank fell in love with.

“The whole design came together around the
cinderblock. | love it so much. I've never been able to hang
any art over the fireplace, because | feel the cinderblock is,
itself, a work of art.”



FRANK OPENED UP THE KITCHEN

TO THE MAIN LIVING AREA, REMOVING TWO "1\ KEY MCM FEATURES

WALLS AND PULLING OUT A LOW-HUNG

Windows in mid-century-era homes are often a challenge for renovators. Older aluminum and single-
paned glass in floor-to-ceiling windows can be inefficient. Nevertheless, their minimalist look and feel
KEPT AN EXISTING SKYLIGHT THAT WAS PART provide a certain authenticity that's extremely difficult to replicate.

CEILING AND AGING DUCTWORK. EVEN SO, HE

OF A. QUINCY JONES'S ORIGINAL DESIGN. All the windows in Frank's home are original, and he went to great lengths to restore and repair them to get

them back in working order, because they're essential to the look, character and feel of his house.

“What many people don't realize is that newer, double-paned windows have a greenish tint and have
highly reflective properties. When you have a home with a center atrium, and one of the main features is
to be able to view other rooms through multiple sets of windows or see mountain views, | didn't want to
mess with anything that could interfere with the dynamics of that original feature.”
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The cinderblocks also gave Frank
his cues for other design elements in
the home: The floors are 24x24-inch
porcelain tiles, and cubist elements pop
up all over the house.

A stunning, floating wood-faced
dresser that anchors one side of the
principal bedroom is actually a double-
sinked vanity, which architect Jones set
outside the bathroom and open to the
bedroom.

“| saw something in that; that it could
really be a beautiful design element,
and | wanted the sink cabinet to feel
like furniture—as if it were part of the
bedroom,” Frank recalls.

A center door inside the cabinet pulls
out and hides a towel rack, and sleek
waterfall taps keep the look streamlined
and clutter free.

Frank asked a carpenter to create
what he calls a "brutalist” design (a
style in art and especially architecture
that uses exaggeration and distortion to
create its effect) for the door fronts, so
that its multitude of squares once again
give a nod to the cinderblock.

Color is also at play everywhere in the
home.

"By using white and gray as the base,

I knew | could use color as an accent and
change that down the road, therefore
changing the look of the space. So,
between the color and the wood
accents, | feel that was the best way to
bring warmth to the space and make
sure it doesn't come across as sterile.”

SENSITIVE UPDATES

When it came to the kitchen, Frank
knew he might need to diverge from
A. Quincy Jones's original plans to
open the area up and make the house
more livable for himself and his mini
husky, Kaya.

The cinderblocks also gave Frank his cues for other
design elements in the home: The floors are 24x24-inch

porcelain files, and cubist elements pop up all over the house.
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FOR MORE ON
ARCHITECT A.
QUINCY JONES, VISIT
ATOMIC-RANCH.COM.

THE KITCHEN IS WHERE FRANK MADE THE BIGGEST CHANGES. E FRANK CHOSE A HEXAGONAL TILE FOR THE KITCHEN BACKSPLASH
HOWEVER, HE LET OTHER A. QUINCY JONES DESIGNS GUIDE HIS UPDATES AND LEFT INSTRUCTIONS FOR IT TO BE CUT IN HALF AT THE BOTTOM

AS HE REMOVED WALLS AND OPENED UP THE SPACE. “A. QUINCY JONES WHERE IT MET THE COUNTERTOP, CREATING A CLEAN LINE. WHEN THOSE
HAD THAT OPEN-CONCEPT IDEA FOR THE BATHROOM SINKS. TODAY, HE INSTRUCTIONS WEREN'T FOLLOWED AND A RIPPLED BOTTOM EDGE WAS
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE OPENED UP THE KITCHEN TO ACCOMMODATE LEFT INSTEAD, HE GOT CREATIVE, TRIMMING THE EDGE WITH A 1-INCH
OUR MODERN LIVING,” FRANK SAYS. STRIP OF METAL. “IT'S NOW ONE OF MY FAVORITE FEATURES."

A




I CIRCULAR ELEMENTS CREATE A DIFFERENT LOOK FOR THE
SECOND BATHROOM. ROUND PENNY TILE SETS OFF GLOBE PENDANT
LIGHTS THAT SPARKLE “LIKE STARLIGHT,” ACCORDING TO FRANK. THE
DECORATIVE METAL ELEMENT ON THE CABINETS COMPRISES SLICES OF
METAL TUBING GLUED INTO GROOVES CREATED USING A HOLE SAW.

IN A NOD TO MID-CENTURY “RUMPUS ROOMS,” AND TO
CREATE A CONNECTION TO THE GEOMETRIC WOOD VANITY THAT'S
PLACED OUTSIDE THE BATHROOM, FRANK CHOSE PORCELAIN TILE IN A
WOOD PRINT. THE RIVER STONES USED IN THE BASE OF THE SHOWER ARE
“LIKE A FOOT MASSAGE EVERY MORNING," HE SAYS.
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Frank’s design
goal was to find a
common thread
between the
mid-century
and modern
eras and meld
them together.

OPPOSITE, BOTTOM: IN THE PRINCIPAL
BEDROOM, FRANK DELIBERATELY KEPT THE

DESIGN SIMPLE, ALLOWING HIS BELOVED

CINDERBLOCKS TO AGAIN TAKE CENTER STAGE.

"It was completely closed off, and there was a soffit that came down and housed
all the ductwork. It's the only structural change | made to the house, but | felt that
because A. Quincy Jones had that open-concept idea for the bathroom sinks,
today, he probably would have have opened up the kitchen to accommodate our

modern living.”

THE SOFTER SIDE

Despite all the corners in the home, Frank has also found ways to soften the hard
edges in the space.

Circular elements abound; they can be seen in the decorative metal decoration
on the guest bathroom cabinets and as a bubbly art element at the entry—a
feature that Frank designed.

“It's kind of my take on a wall divider that you'd see in mid-century construction.
It's constructed of circular metal pieces and colored glass. At night, there's light
behind it. It just projects these colored circles on the wall, and it becomes a
different kind of art.”

Frank hopes Country Club Estates is also coming full circle. Following the
renovation, his home was featured during Palm Springs’ Modernism Week 2018
(and will be again in 2022), and the complex is now one of the most sought-after
areas in south Palm Springs.

“I think A. Quincy Jones would be proud.” @

SEE SOURCES, PAGE 86
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| feel like a steward .
of this property and that - ..
| need to do it justice.” ... .
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THE HOME IS DRENCHED IN NATURAL LIGHT DURING THE DAY, BUT FRANK WANTED TO ENSURE THE AESTHETIC WAS EQUALLY PLEASING AT NIGHT. HE

USED PHILIPS HUE SMART-COLORED LIGHTING—BOTH INDOORS AND OUTSIDE THE HOUSE—THAT CAN BE ADJUSTED TO ENHANCE GREENERY, CAST

A COLORFUL GLOW ONTO WALLS OR ECHO A FIRESIDE GLOW. PAINTING ALL THE WALLS IN DUNN EDWARDS’ "COOL DECEMBER" GAVE THE LIGHT A
NEUTRAL CANVAS TO PLAY ON.
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Vibrant colors, retro furnishings,
fresh artwork and modern
updates give this 1959 Krisel
home in Palm Springs new
life while preserving and
honoring the beauty of its
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When Los Angeles designer Danielle (“Dani”)
Nagel took a trip to Palm Springs’ Modernism
Week nearly four years ago, little did she know
that not only would she discover a newfound
love of Mid Century Modern design, she would
also purchase her very own MCM marvel—a cute,
984-square-foot Krisel.

"I'm a fashion and interior designer and was
invited to attend as a guest in the ‘Mod Squad,’”
Dani says. “We did a bunch of tours, attended talks
and were simply fascinated with the rich history
behind MCM design.”

After getting her start in the fashion world, Dani
decided to break out and start her own brand—
Dazey LA (@dazey_la).

“My design aesthetic across all mediums ties in
a ton of color and vintage design,” she says. With
an eye for bold and exciting hues, patterns and art,
Dani gave the Krisel home a much-needed refresh
that balances past and present and highlights the
best of mid-mod style.



THE EXTERIOR OF THE HOME IS WHAT FIRST CAUGHT DANI'S EYE AND
MADE HER “FALL IN LOVE"” WITH THE HOUSE. BECAUSE OF THIS, SHE
DIDN'T ALTER THE LANDSCAPING OR EXTERIOR DESIGN. “IT CAME WITH
SOME PRETTY AMAZING ANCIENT CACTI AND GORGEOUS LANDSCAPING
ALREADY,” SHE SAYS. THE ONLY MODIFICATION WAS TO THE SMALL ART
INSTALLATION TO THE LEFT OF THE FRONT DOOR. THIS WAS DONE BY A
LOCAL ARTIST AND PUT IN BY THE PREVIOUS OWNERS. SHE REPAINTED IT
TO MATCH THE COLOR THEME OF THE HOME.

DESERT GEM

The house that would become “The Dazey Desert House”
was love at first sight for Dani.

"lts charm and character made my heart jump when | saw
the listing,” she says.

The house hunt started in Los Angeles, where Dani and
her fiancé, both entrepreneurs, reside. After many failed

attempts to find a home, they checked Zillow while driving

home from Palm Springs.

“When | saw this house on our way back from Modernism
Week, | got the idea, Hey, what if we buy our 'second home’
first?” Dani says.

The three-bedroom, one-bathroom home was in great
condition. While she isn't aware of all of the changes made
by previous owners, a contractor gave her an idea of the
renovation work he'd done to bring the home back from a
dilapidated state.




Designer’s
1108
Get Colorful

Incorporating color into your mid-mod home
can be a little tricky. However, achieving a fun,
retro vibe without feeling too “over the top”
isn't as difficult as you might imagine.

Here, designer Danielle Nagel shares her tips
about how to use color in your home for a
vibrant take on Mid Century Modern style:
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MAKE A STATEMENT. Create a focal point
for your space by selecting an item or feature
you want to highlight and let that inspire your
décor and styling choices. I usually pick one
statement piece for each room. It can be a
piece of art, furniture, wallpaper, etc. Then, |
start to design the color scheme around that,”
she explains.
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KEEP IT SIMPLE. “My palletes usually consist
of two or three main colors and then some
small accents that are different shades of the
main ones,” she says. She suggests taking a
peek at photos of vintage mid-mod homes for
some palette inspiration.
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CREATE COHESION. Once you've selected
your colors, incorporate them throughout your
home. “Be sure to tie in the main colors as
much as you can in a room to really build a
cohesive look that makes sense,” Dani says.

SPREAD IT OUT. Be creative when adding
color to your design, and make sure it's evenly
distributed. It doesn’t have to be only large
pieces; sometimes, the details really make

a huge difference. “I spread the colors all
around the room so it's not too concentrated
in one area,” Dani says. “Sometimes, you
can even loop in a lesser-used color by
simply adding pillows or a frame.”

TELL A STORY. Have fun by adding an extra
layer of meaning to your décor. Not only does
this help you create better cohesion in your
design, it also allows you freedom to play
with different options to see what conveys
your meaning best. As Dani points out, “It's
all about telling a story with your colors and
staying consistent.”

ON THE OPPOSITE END OF THE LIVING ROOM, DANI CREATED AN ACCENT WALL TO DISPLAY HER GRANDMOTHER'S ORIGINAL ARTWORK. “I FOUND
ALL THIS ARTWORK IN HER HOME AFTER SHE PASSED AND DECIDED TO DEDICATE A SPECIAL WALL TO IT,” SHE SAYS. “SHE WAS ALWAYS A HUGE
ARTISTIC INSPIRATION TO ME, SO I'M HAPPY TO HONOR HER IN THIS WAY.” TO GIVE THE LIVING ROOM A RETRO VIBE, DANI MIXED OLD AND NEW
FURNISHINGS. “I LOVE COMBINING VINTAGE PIECES WITH NEW ONES, BECAUSE IT REALLY COMES OFF AS MORE AUTHENTIC,” SHE POINTS OUT.
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LARGE WINDOWS THAT ARE ORIGINAL TO THE
SPACE BRING IN LOTS OF NATURAL LIGHT TO
BRIGHTEN THE DINING AREA. DANI'S DESIGN
CHOICES CAPITALIZE ON AND HIGHLIGHT
THE FEATURES ALREADY PRESENT. "I REALLY
WANTED YOUR EYES TO BE DRAWN UPWARD
VIA THE TALL CEILINGS, GORGEOUS WINDOWS
AND GARDEN VIEWS,” SHE SAYS. “THE
STATEMENT LAMP AND LARGE ORANGE WALL
BRING YOUR EYES UP AND ALLOW YOU TO
TAKE IT ALL IN."
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DANI DIDN'T ALTER THE OPEN LAYOUT OF THE DINING, KITCHEN,
LIVING SPACE OR THE FOYER. “I LOVE THE ANGLES, THE TALL, WOOD
CEILINGS AND WINDOWS EVERYWHERE. LIGHT JUST POURS I.N, AND
WHEN YOU LOOK OUTSIDE, THERE ARE MATURE CACTI AND MOUNTAIN
RANGES AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE,” SHE SAYS. “IT REALLY CAPTURES
THAT CALIFORNIA INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIFESTYLE.”

Thankfully, the home still retains many original features.
The exterior, bathroom and kitchen, as well as the overall
architecture, are original, especially the kitchen, which is a blast
from the past. The appliances, tile countertops and pegboard
cabinetry are all original—complete with hairpin legs.

Throughout the home, the windows are unaltered and let
in ample desert sunlight to brighten the interior naturally.
From the front of the home, you can see the windows taper
off into the roofline, which gives the home a sleek and
dynamic curb appeal.

"] am drawn to the unexpected, and this home is just
that,” Dani explains.

RETRO REFRESH

Because the home was practically turnkey when Dani came
across it, she and her fiancé started using it as an Airbnb
rental shortly after purchase. As a result, Dani has continued
to change and add to the interior design of the home
over a period of three and a half years. And, in addition
to furnishings and finishes, Dani has had to contend with
plumbing and electrical challenges.
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THE KITCHEN IS NEARLY ALL ORIGINAL, WITH CHANGES
THAT INCLUDE THE COLOR SCHEME AND FLOORING.

“MY FAVORITE PART IS THE CUSTOM CABINETRY. IT'S

JUST SO CHIC AND STYLISH. FROM THE HAIRPIN LEGS TO
THE UNIQUE SHAPE, IT'S DEFINITELY A SPECIAL PIECE,”
DANI SAYS. “BY PAINTING THE CABINETS, REDOING THE
FLOORS AND REPLACING THE KNOBS AND FAUCET, |
THINK WE REALLY GAVE IT A FRESH, UPDATED LOOK WHILE
HONORING THE INTEGRITY OF THE DESIGN.”

B e




ABOVE, RIGHT: IN THE LIVING ROOM, DANI PLAYS WITH DIFFERENT SHADES BELOW: THE ONLY BATHROOM IN THE HOME SITS JUST OFF THE FOYER,

OF ORANGE TO GIVE HER DESIGN A COHESIVE LOOK. BECAUSE SHE WHERE ALL THE BEDROOMS MEET. “THE BATHROOM WAS PLAIN WHITE
AND HER FIANCE USE THE HOME PRIMARILY FOR AIRBNB RENTALS, SHE AND GRAY, AND WE MADE IT SO MUCH HAPPIER WITH AN ORANGE-TILED
MADE SURE TO KEEP AN EYE ON FUNCTIONALITY IN HER STYLE CHOICES. FLOOR AND BRIGHT-YELLOW PAINT,” SHE EXPLAINS. SHE ALSO UPDATED
"WE HAD TO CHOOSE FURNITURE AND DESIGN ELEMENTS CAREFULLY, THE FAUCET AND LIGHTING FOR A MORE MODERN FEEL.

KNOWING IT WILL GET A TON OF WEAR AND TEAR FROM AIRBNB GUESTS,
AS WELL AS THE HARD DESERT SUN AND WIND, " SHE SAYS. THE FLOORING
IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF THIS. “AS A TEXTILE AND FASHION DESIGNER, |
LOVE PATTERN AND WANTED A STATEMENT TILE FLOOR; BUT | ALSO KNEW
IT COULD STAND UP TO LOTS OF GUESTS,"” SHE SAYS.

"We have been, and are still, fixing up certain things as we
go,” she points out.

While the changes might be gradual, Dani's guiding goal
stays constant: Create a home that stands out.

"Palm Springs is filled with beautiful, extravagant homes,
but many of them tend to feel sterile when it comes to the

design,” she says. "l wanted a lively, dynamic design that will
transport anyone who enters into a different world.”

Her background in fashion and graphic design fuels her
desire for creating unique spaces. In fact, some of her own
artwork is featured in the home, such as the mural in the
office room.

BRING IN THE COLOR

Sleek lines, original features and eye-catching art aren't
the only elements of the design that make this home special.
Color plays a big role in making this small home feel larger
than life.

v

SPRING 2022 atomic-ranch.com 57




THIS BLUE SITTING ROOM IS LOCATED RIGHT NEXT TO THE
BLUE BEDROOM AND IS ONE OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURAL
CHANGES MADE FROM THE ORIGINAL LAYOUT. "THE WALL BETWEEN TWO
OF THE BEDROOMS WAS OPENED UP BY THE PREVIOUS OWNERS,"” DANI
SAYS. "WE INITIALLY WANTED TO CLOSE IT BACK UP, BUT WE REALIZED
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THAT IT'S NICE TO HAVE ONE MUCH LARGER ROOM WHEN IT'S JUST MY
FIANCE AND ME THERE OR WHEN WE HAVE SMALLER GROUPS STAYING
AT THE HOUSE.” SHE STYLED THIS ROOM AS AN OFFICE WITH A PULLOUT
COUCH AND INSTALLED A CURTAIN THAT CAN GO BETWEEN THE TWO
ROOMS FOR ADDED PRIVACY |IF NEEDED.

IN CONTRAST TO THE BLUE-THEMED BEDROOMS, THIS
YELLOW BEDROOM TAKES ON A MORE SUBTLE LOOK IN ITS DESIGN.
“IT'S A SOFTER, MORE BOHEMIAN FEEL THAT | FELT THE HOUSE COULD
USE,"” DANI SAYS. "I DESIGNED THIS ROOM WHEN | WAS INCORPORATING
MORE YELLOW INTO THE SPACE AND FOUND THIS WALLPAPER | LOVED. |
DESIGNED THE ROOM AROUND THAT.”

“It had an orange door that we decided to keep and
design the whole house around because it made me so
happy,” Dani says. “Orange is such an underrated color!”

A major way Dani achieved her colorful design was by
replacing the gray, painted flooring with tile throughout the
main gathering areas of the home.

"One of our biggest investments and renovations was the
floor: We retiled over half the house with gorgeous, orange-
and-cream-checkered handmade tiles by Fireclay tile,” she
says.

All'in all, Dani's use of a bold palette, retro furnishings and
fun artwork combine with classic mid-century architecture
to make this Palm Springs Krisel build shine with a fresh, hip

glow. @

SEE SOURCES, PAGE 86



DANI CHANGED UP THE PALETTE IN THIS BEDROOM, ADDING IN LOTS OF BLUE. “| WANTED THIS ROOM TO BE RELAXING YET
INTERESTING," SHE EXPLAINS. SHE CHOSE THE WALLPAPER AS THE INSPIRATION PIECE FOR THE SPACE. “| FEEL IT REALLY CAPTURED
THE ESSENCE OF THE HOUSE—DESERT-THEMED, BUT WITH AND ARTSY AND ABSTRACT TAKE ON IT,” SHE SAYS. IN ADDITION TO A
PALETTE CHANGE, SHE ALSO INTRODUCED A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT TAKE ON MCM STYLE. “| ADDED SOME MORE ART DECO PIECES,
SUCH AS THE CHANNEL-TUFTED BED, AND THEN MORE-FUNKY PIECES, SUCH AS THE WALLPAPER AND RUG," SHE SAYS.




HOME PORTRAITS

We all love the places we
call home. We choose the

colors, the furnishings, and
the artwork that make our
homes unique expressions
of ourselves.

Let's work together to
create a one-of-a-kind
illustration highlighting what
you love about your home!
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PRIVATE RESIDENCE - PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA
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CHRISTIAN MUSSELMAN

o

- Design by AppoSITE Architecture

HANDCRAFTED TILE MADE IN PORTLAND, OR
www.clayhaustile.com | order direct at 503.928.3076




Memory Art Girl

Originals and Prints
By Marjolyn van der Hart

About the Artist

Marjolyn works from her
studio in Toronto and has
been represented by several
galleries and exhibited at art
fairs across North America.
Through the use of collage
and vintage references, her &
work brings references of

memory into our
contemporary vision.

memoryartgirl.com

GET CREATIVE WITH COLOR & DESIGN!

Choose any color for the housing, door, handle, and
optional letter tray, then select a vertical or angled front!

LOCKING!

m O d b O XUSA Visualize your selection on our website!
www.modboxusa.com | 919.322.0894 . ‘ ' ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
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Find the Solomon Console at WWW.huntandnoyer.com

s Thoughtfully Designed &
Built for Generations.

O ANTHONY LAMORTE
FURNITURE

Thoughtful, creative design.

Creating custom furniture and artwork for over 50 years.

Julie chair.. Designed by: Kim Franke and Tony Lamorte
Built by: Anthony Lamorte Furniture

Made in Reno, NV
Anthonylamorte.com
775-772-8622

traveleré

AN ENTHUSIAST'S GUIDE TO MODERNISM
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Specializing in Authentic, Quality
Midcentury Reproduction Lighting

Pendants - Sputniks - Flush Mounts
Interior & Exterior Sconces
Bath Lighting - Floor & Arc Lamps
Desk, Table & Bedside Lamps
Restored Vintage Lighting

Family-Owned & Operated since 1991

shop.PracticaIProps.com

MODWALLS TILE

Take your design to the next level

with our unique midcentury tile!

modwalls.com / 877 439 9734




THE USE OF CHEERFUL COLOR, GEOMETRIC
SHAPES AND PLENTY OF LIVE PLANTS CREATES A
FRESH AND INVITING RETREAT FOR SPRING.

Mid-Mod

Making form meet function? Cutting the clutter? Yes, this annual
tradition affects how your mid-century space looks and feels.

Written and Photographed by
Robert Maurer

Spring is on the horizon, and it's the perfect organizing, | find the satisfaction from a spruce-up can often
time for some fresh perspective on our mid-century homes outweigh the tendency to accumulate.
and the way we live in them. With this theme of freshness on our minds, I've compiled a
| often use this time of year as a motivator to reevaluate how few of my favorite takes on home organization, cleaning, plant
my home is working for me and what | can do to improve the care and even a Palm Springs-inspired breakfast to get you
areas | use most frequently. started on the right foot.
A big part of this process focuses on cleaning and
organization. Determining what can stay and what can be BED AND BATH BASICS
donated, sold or disposed of is not an easy task as collectors Cleanliness and organization are essential to making a
and curators of many vintage things. primary suite feel like a peaceful retreat ... and that doesn't
However, once you're in that "zone" of condensing and stop at what's readily visible. Give your sleep sanctuary a
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1. A SET OF DURABLE WOOD
HANGERS CAN PROVIDE
UNIFORMITY AND ELEGANCE
TO YOUR SPRING WARDROBE.
2. VINTAGE BROYHILL
FURNITURE IS GIVEN A
LUXURIOUS UPGRADE WITH
TACTILE FABRIC LINING EACH
DRAWER.

3. THIS 1960S CEDAR CHEST
BY LANE PROVIDES YEAR-
ROUND PRACTICAL STORAGE
AND PROTECTION FOR BULKY

refresh with these deep-cleaning details.

DRAWERS: Give your dresser drawers a finished look by
lining them with cut fabric or quality gift wrap. A colorful
pattern or texture can go a long way in making your daily
routine feel more thoughtful and inspired.

MATTRESS: Remove all bedding and thoroughly vacuum
both sides of the mattress. (And while you're at it, don't forget
to vacuum under the bed.) Use a kitchen strainer to sprinkle
1 cup of baking soda evenly across the mattress. Allow the
baking soda to sit on the surface for one hour. Then vacuum
the mattress for a fresh, odor-free surface.

LINENS: Swap out heavier comforters and blankets for
lightweight, breathable layers for spring. Using a solid-color
quilt and matching shams, along with a set of bright, neutral
sheets, is an excellent way to make your retreat feel like a
freshly prepared resort. Keep decorative pillows to a minimum
for a look that's less fussy.

TOILET: The dreaded “toilet ring” is an unsightly thing that
no one wants to encounter or talk about. If you've struggled
with chemicals and cleansers to get your toilet bowl ring-free, try
using a pumice stone from your local hardware store. Thoroughly
wet this magic tool with water, and with one or two minutes of
gentle scrubbing, you'll have your toilet looking like new.

SWEATERS AND DELICATE
TREASURES.

IS A POPULAR PLANT WITH
MID-CENTURY STYLE THAT'S
FAIRLY RESISTANT TO
COMMON PESTS.

HOUSEPLANT HI

One of the best things about living in a mid-century home is the
abundance of natural light. Indoor/outdoor living has been a driving force
behind the ideology of these homes from the very beginning, and that
translates to plants just as much as to people.

With proper care, houseplants can thrive in mid-century homes, but this
seamless flow between environments also has the potential to invite nasty
pests that can jeopardize your plant's health.

If you've ever struggled with invasive creatures such as thrips, aphids
or mites, try using an organic, nontoxic biopesticide before chucking
yet another plant into the trash. Look for products that have active
ingredients of corn oil and soybean oil, because these create a
protective coating to give your plants a stronger defense. Outdoors, use
a garden pump sprayer for the best overall coverage and easy access
to the underside of leaves.

Tip: Take this opportunity to apply an indoor/outdoor insect killer around

doors and windows to prevent pests from entering or re-entering your
home.
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GIVE YOUR BEDDING A CLEAN, MODERN

PROFILE BY TUCKING THE TOP SHEET AND

QUILT BENEATH THE MATTRESS.

If you're struggling to find the motivation to dive into deep-cleaning mode, a bright,
sunny breakfast is the perfect place to start.

Try this recipe with a modern desert flair to get the refreshing inspiration you need:

DATE NUT
CACTUS CAKES

YIELD: 4 servings

INGREDIENTS

1 c. rice flour (GF)

2 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. baking soda

Ya tsp. salt

1 c. buttermilk

2 Tbsp. prickly pear syrup
2 Tbsp. canola oil, plus
more for griddle

1egg

Y% c. chopped and pitted
dates

Y c. chopped walnuts
Garnish: coconut flakes,
fresh raspberries

DIRECTIONS
1. In a medium mixing bowl, whisk together flour,
baking powder, soda and salt.

2. In a separate bowl, whisk together buttermilk,
syrup, oil, egg, dates and walnuts. Add dry
ingredients to wet ingredients, gently stirring for a
slightly clumpy texture. Do not over-mix.

3. Heat griddle surface over medium-high heat.
Carefully and evenly oil the surface. Use a
measuring cup to pour the batter onto the griddle,
making tapered oval shapes in various sizes.

4. Cook for 1 to 2 minutes until bubbles appear on
the surface of each cake. Flip with a spatula and
cook until lightly browned (about 1 to 2 minutes).
Layer various cakes on a plate to create a cactus
shape. Garnish with fresh raspberries and coconut
flakes. Serve right away.

Tip: Add a few drops of red food color to the batter
for fluffy, pink pancakes that enhance the prickly
pear color.
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PHOTO BY TRAVIS PACHECO

MIRRORS: Eliminate fog from forming on your bathroom
mirror by placing a small dollop of shaving cream on a soft,
lint-free cloth. Buff the shaving cream onto the mirror evenly
until the surface is clear.

CLOSET: Give your closet luxurious form and function by
investing in a set of quality wood hangers to replace flimsy,
mismatched plastic and wire types.

STORAGE: Get your "vintage furniture” fix by scouting
a quality cedar chest. This unique piece of furniture is ideal
for storing bulky items such as sweaters and blankets when
they're not in use during the warmer months. The natural
properties of cedar ward off insects and mold from destroying
your most cherished items. At the foot of a bed, it also acts as
a perfect place to put on your socks and shoes. @

Robert Maurer is the creative director and
residential designer at Commuter Industries.
In this column, he shares highlights

from his home that are geared toward
design, entertaining, restorations, home
improvements, recipes, décor and more. We
hope you'll find inspiration in these features
that you can apply to your own mid-century
home and way of life. Find more project

inspiration at midcenturymaurer.com.

SERVE WITH A SUNNY-SIDE EGG AND
PRICKLY PEAR SYRUP FOR A VIBRANT

DESERT-STYLE PLATE




Made in America
Made to Order Copeian

Made to Last e

COPELANDFURNITURE.COM




This small Palm Springs vacation
condo was transformed from a tired
“tennis unit” into a retro gem.

Written and Photographed by Ken Macintyre
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Tucked away in the sleepy Palm Springs
neighborhood of Araby Commons is
CoCo Cabana, a former Mid-Century
Modern garden apartment hotel that, for
many, is the picture of desert leisure living.

The “CoCo," as it's known, was built
in 1955 as a vacation destination for the
“inconspicuously affluent” and later
became a magnet for Palm Springs tennis
fans when the sport captured the zeitgeist
in the 1970s. To capitalize on this fervor, 16
new apartment accommodations were built
at the CoCo in 1971, doubling its capacity.
They were branded as the “tennis units.”

| procured one of these coveted units
some 40 years after the CoCo's 1977
condominium conversion, and while the
intervening years had been gracious
enough to this iconic property, my one-
bedroom, 700-square-foot vacation home
was in need of a facelift.



ALL THE RIGHT MOVES

Its terra-cotta-red floor tiles, brown
marble countertops and obtrusive
kitchen bulkhead all made it feel very
dark and dated; and, despite the
CoCo being surrounded with beautiful
mountain views, you had to step outside
to fully enjoy them.

Wanting to meld indoor-outdoor
living and create an open layout that
was bright, welcoming and harmonious
with the CoCo’s mid-century origins, |
set to work with these goals in mind.

After removing the period-
inappropriate oversized sofas and
other generic décor that came with the
purchase, the tennis unit's untapped
potential became apparent.

In order to brighten things up, the
dingy Spanish pavers were replaced
throughout with new, hexagonal
terrazzo-style ceramic tiles—a unique
flooring that gave a nod to the CoCo's
mid-century style and helped increase
the condo’s visual appearance by
reading as one cohesive space.

SMART SALVAGING

When it came to the galley-style
kitchen, its original wood cabinetry was
intact and only needed some fresh paint
and new hardware. | replaced the dated
marble countertops with fresh, clean
quartz and removed the bulkhead. By
taking away these upper cabinets, |
sacrificed storage—but | gained the
open and welcoming appearance I'd
envisioned.

Additionally, by covering the entire
living room wall with a floor-to-ceiling
mirror, Palm Springs’ beautiful mountain
views were pulled inside the unit; and,
much like the floor tile, it increased
the condo’s visual square footage and
brightened up the space.

STYLE-MAKING WITH OLD
AND NEW

The finishing touch came via period-
appropriate décor and furniture.
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