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BERNHARDT
one hundred and twenty five years

JEPHSON ROBB

ROSS LOVEGBOVE
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BERNHARDT design

NOE DUCHAUFOUR - LAWRANCE
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Elective Elements' by Steelcase.
lnspired performance. Beautifully appointed

02014 Steelcase Inc. All rights reserved. Trademarks used herein are the property of Steelcase lnc. or of their respective owners
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Steelcme
We work vrith the world's

leading organizations

to create places that

amplify the performance

of thelr people, teams

and enterprise.
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Color is who we are. lt's what drives and defines us. Att of us. Ours is a culture of inctusion and co-creation,
inspired and inftuenced by our industry partners who cha[tenged us to achieve timittess cotor in sustainabte
fiber technotogy. This shared vision of what's possibte ted us to Refresh@ fiber, our sotution-dyed nyton 6,6 using
recycted post-consumer carpet fiber diverted from U.S. tandfitts, Refresh is offered in a patette of 284 brittiant
cotors from UniversaI Cotor@, a cotor system scientificatty designed to provide [imittess capabitity in color space.
Together we achieve the extraordinary.

is possibitity. $ruruqplr
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James Beard Foundation Names 2O14 Award Winners

Restaurants by Lawton Stanley Architects and Jensen Architects

won for best restaurant design in North America.

contractd esig n.co m/1 a nresbea rd 201 4

Cooper-Hewitt Announces National Design Award Winners

Brooks + Scarpa, Roman and Williams Buildings and lnteriors,

and Witold Rybczynski are among the honorees.

contractdes o a conr,rnalr.ita ces q il.rv!,d rds20',l4

Winners of 2O14 ALA/llDA Library lnterior Design

AwardsAnnounced

The Best of Competition winner wili be announced at the American

Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference in Las Vegas on June 26.

contractdcs qn.com/lr bra ryd'ostqtrau,,at ds

Architecture Billings Drop in March

The Architectural Billings lndex (ABl) score for Nzlarch was 48.8,

down from a score of 50.7 in February.

Huntsman Architectural Group Names Sascha Wagner

President, CEO

Wagner w ll replace Daniel Huntsman, who had he d the posrtion

slnce foundrng the San Francisco-based firm in'198'1.

AIA Names 2O14 COTE Top 1O Green Proiects

The program recognizes the best examples of sustainable

desrgn excellence.

Architecture Critic lnga Saffron Wins Pulitzer Prize

Saf{ron writes the popular column 'Chang,ng S, y',re

for The Philadelphra lnquirer.

Six Practices Earn 2O14 Architectural League Prize

The award honors archrtects and designers who have been

out of school less than 10 years.

P E R K I N S +W I L L

Designing for Health: The Brand Experience

The experts at Perkins+Will examtne the power of branding

in healthcare design.

contractdcs qn com/PWbrandincl
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Specifying carpets with Antron'
fiber for your spaces can make
great first impressions happen
every day. Our new

online search tool
helps you create uncommon
spaces - designed to perform.

antron.net
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SOLAR SHADES
ARE J UST

THE BEGINNING
SWFcontractl" the commercial arm of Springs Window

Fashions, is the leading full-line manufacturer of

window treatments for commercial applications,

providing daylighting, shading, and motorization

solutions for every requirement.

Our commercial product offering includes:

. SWFcontract Solar Shades

. Bali@ Aluminum Horizontal Blinds

. Graber@ Vertical Blinds

. Graber Wood Blinds

. Graber Cellular and Pleated Shades

Visit swfcontract.com to find complete specifications

for all of our commercial window treatments.

SWFcontract Solar Shades in Sheerweave€ 2703: Oyster/Beige.

SPRINGS
WIN DOW
FASHIONS
rhe kil E'pere^(E,il?J

compaNlll,

SBali &cRABER swFcontroct

Bali. Graber the Graber logo. and the Best Expeilence logo are regrstered trademarks of Spnngs Window Fashions. LLC.
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&1",;*,:Jtdl* ( Elevators

Restrooms

* Suites 201-205
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Architectural Sign Systems apcosigns.com
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lntegrating award-

winning wayfinding

solutions with

interior designs

for 48 years.
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Level 1

AJ

Toll Free:
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+5 I00 products
60 bronds

The susto ino bility sto ndo rd for
commerciol furniture is levell

Enough soid.

level is the sustoinobility stondord from BIFMA. Check out level's North Americon roodshow ot:

www.controctmogozine.com/controct/BIFMA-20 t 4-level-eve- I 0580.shtml
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COSENTINO"
Inovative Surfaces tr
FOR THE NEW WORLD & DESIGN

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

SI LESTON E"

THE ORIGINAL

wwwcosentino. com

Anaheim
Atlanta
Austin
Boston
Charlotte
Chicago

Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
Houston
Kansas City
Long Island

Minneapolis
Orlando
Philadelphia
Phoenix
San Diego
San Francisco

Seattle
Spokane
Washington
Westchester

COSENTINO'

tr
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tSF

Turn any desk into
an active workspace

,f
I

t

," '.... Elevate your space at NeoConiri \, Showroom #351
llri
HUmanSCale i' www.humanscale.com/neocon
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REFRESH
...Your Palette & You r World

NY
@

L
BRANDBYAQUNFIL

.the worldb most sustainable carpetfiber.

Envision itand let us

createyourfiberto
yourspecific color
and density needs.

Ourcontinuous
filament process

offerspremium

abrasion resistance.

T-*

In2014uewill
podtre20!00brs
regenerated capolachm

whirfr Aqtafi I will tansfcm
inbfirstqualityyam.

. 100/o re<lcled content

. Createdfrom harvested
fishnetsand carpeting"

. Goalof100/opost-
consumerwaste
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CET Designer has something other software doesn't:
0ne symbol representing thousands of combinations.
At Neocon, we introduce our new solution for all manu-
facturers. This will chanqe the way you do business.
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FouR DISTINCTLY cUT AES't-HETtCS, oNE pATTERN.

Step into a new direction in 18"x36" carpet tile. lnspired by the bold, textural grains of rough hewn and reclaimed woods -
opening new possibilities for your installations. Find the pattern, then make it yours. Design Against the Grain.

1O-1O39 MANNINGTONCOMMERCIAL.COM
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PALETTE PERFECT
INTRODUCING I7 ADDITIONS TO OUR ABSTRACTS COLLECTION.

Now you can enjoy a complete palette of j6 surfacing options that
coordinates with each of our.existing collections.

Explore the new Abstracts collection today
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TRISCAPE COLLECTIO
BY TODD BRACHE
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h nk bigger.
Our large format porcelain panels expand possibitities.
The first thing you'll notice about Laminam by Crossville is
how much areaa single panel can cover: 1m x 3m to be exact.
Then you'll notice how it's so innovative it can skin from your
ceiling down to the floor. Yes, even floors at just 5.6mm thick.
And once you learn that it has allthe durability, stain resistance

. and surface variety of porcelain, you'll be ready to think bigger
about your next project.

:l

Consider our new Oxide collection
featured here, in seven versatile,
sophisticated colors. Questions: 931-456-3i36 | Crossvillelnc.com b y

^
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EDITORIAL

Celebrating Anniversaries and Looking Forward

As we approach June, we are preparing with gusto for two forthcoming

big events in Chicago: Neocono and the American lnstitute of

Architects (AlA) National Convention. You're receiving this issue just

after HD Expo and ICFF, and the issue in your hands is the largest May

NeoCon@ preview issue of Contractin six years. So, needless to say,

it's a busy time.

We are excited for NeoCono as Contract celebrates the 25th

anniversary of its Best of NeoCon@ awards program for the products

that will be introduced at the show. As I note in my letter on page 5 of

the NeoCono ldeabook published within this issue, Contract is proud

to produce this awards program year after year, which involves

considerable coordination by my colleague Eileen McMorrow, the

competition director, and Contract staff to pull it off flawlessly. Thank

you to all lurors, past and present, who are design professionals that

commit their own time to be a part of this program. NeoCono exhibitors

recognize the stature ofthe competition, given the professional

jury process and overall integrity. What product will win Best of

Competition? Find out at the Best of NeoCon@ Breakfast on Monday,

June 9. Purchase tickets, and view all ofthe Best of NeoCono entries,

at contract-network.com.

Just two weeks after NeoCono, I personally am looking forward

to the 2014 AIA National Convention because I have had the unique

privilege to serve as the chairman of the AIA Convention Advisory

Committee for this year's event to be held in Chicago, June 26-28.For

more than a year and a half,2014 AIA National President Helene Combs

Dreiling, FAIA, and I have been collaborating with the convention

advisory committee, AIA Chicago, and AIA national office staff to

develop the theme, "Design With Purpose," identify the keynote

speakers, and develop content for an outstanding convention. lt's been

a rare opportunity to serve the profession in this capacity and, therefore,

indulge me as I am taking the liberty to mention the AIA Convention

perhaps more than we usually would for our Contract audience.

Here is the key point for the AIA Conventron: lt is especially

worthwhile for designers and architects to attend this year because

of outstanding, of-the-moment keynote speakers. Some are outside

the norm of what one might expect.

The AIA Convention opening morning general session will begin

with a keynote by Chicago architect Jeanne Gang, FAIA, who won the

2013 Cooper-Hewitt National Design Award for Architecture. ln that

same session, Theaster Gates will also deliver a keynote. Gates is a

Chicago-based artist who has developed a significant variety of work,

including large-scale urban interventions-renovations of buildings

on Chicago's South Side-that are making a real difference in the

city. Gates has committed to the revitalization of the neediest

neighborhoods in Chicago through an inspired marriage of urban

design, community engagement, and cultural development. He is

positively transforming Chicago with a sense of purpose. l've seen

Theaster speak, and his message makes one think. He is not

approaching design as an architect or real estate professional, and the

neighborhoods he is focusing on are some ofthe poorest in the country.

There are no easy answers or solutions to the evolution of cities,

especially in places where the challenges are immense.

The final keynote speaker at the AIA Convention will be Tony

Hsieh, the 40-year-old entrepreneur and venture capitalist who is the

founder and CEO of online clothing retailer Zappos.com. Hsieh is also

leading a forward-thinking effort to rejuvenate portions of downtown

Las Vegas as places to live, work, and play, focusing on the growing

tech sector. With Gates and Hsieh, the AIA Convention promises to

portray varied approaches that are vital, youthful ideas for cities of

the 21st century.

Happy 2oth Anniversary to llDA!

A special congratulations to the lnternational lnterior Design

Association (llDA), which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.

The association will mark the year with a variety of events and initiatives.

Notably, Sunday, June B, will be declared Design Day by Chicago Mayor

Rahm Emanuel. That afternoon, the llDA Annual Meeting will be

held at the Museum of Contemporary Art, where the 2014-2015

international board of directors will be inducted and award winners

will be honored. l'll see you therel

Sincerely,

John Czarnecki, Assoc. AlA, Hon. llDA

Editor in Chief

26
contractdesign,com MAY 2014

r.r*J
I

J



l

I

I

E
G

-

I I I

,{'

/

=

{,

I

L1

JNIQUELY UR CWN
'X@,,,' 'you'*ewfouriiiiree om to feel and function at your best. lt's buill

arourid:the.'w'ai}ou live and work toclay so you can stay comfortable, relaxed and
.r,r,,, cg*necte{--your wAy.. lt's all-ways about you, at ki.com/mywayseating
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DISCOVER
A NEW DIMENSION

IN FLOORING

06 / oe /14

ASPECTA

NEOCON CHICAGO BOOTH 7_7048
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INDUSTRY NEWS

GlobalShop attendees (top

left and above right) browse

the expo floor in the Mandalay

Bay Convention Center. The

lobby area featured a We Love

Retail chalk wall (top right),

where attendees could share

their favorite finds at the

show. Kip Tindell, CEO of The

Container Store (above left),
presented the keynote session'

Technology Trends Dominate Globalshop 2014 in Las Vegas

The latest products, innovations, and insights in the retail design

industry were available under one roof at GlobalShop 2014, held March

18-20 at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center in Las Vegas. As the

largest annual trade show for the store design, visual merchandising,

and in store marketing industries, the event gave attendees a first look

at the newest products, including surfacing, lighting, fixtures, signage,

and in-store technologY-

One of the most talked-about trends at GlobalShop was the

merging of the digital and physical worlds of retail. Dialogue at the trade

show included such topics as the evolving consumer, the importance

of creating dynamic shopping environments online and in-store, the

role of social media, and the latest technology for creating seamless

shopping experiences. Trends revealed among products on view

included mixed-material displays, ornate fixtures, and sports- and

fitness-focused mannequins. Exhibitors also showcased their printing

capabilities, such as new technologies that allow them to print images

on a variety of surprising materials, including sequins, copper tiles,

and rhinestones.

The conference schedule included a variety of educational

sessions, kicked off by The Container Store CEO Kip Tindell's keynote

address, "Organization with Heart." He shared the story of his

company's humble beginnings, and offered his thoughts on how

to build a business that thrives by basing it around quality people

and communication. Tindell detailed The Container Store's foundrng

principles, also referred to as the "tenets of conscious capitalism."

"Businesses that are mindful of their wake are a pretty good summation

of conscious capitalism," he said. "Everything you do and don't do

affects a whole lot more than you might realize."

Day one of GlobalShop concluded with the A.R.E. Design Awards

at the Four Seasons Hotel, at which Restoration Hardware Boston took

home the coveted Store ofthe Year Award. The GlobalShop Opening

Night Party at House of Blues followed the awards program. Additional

highlights of the show included the Retail Roundtable, a peer-to-peer

networking event that gave attendees the opportunity to have brief

conversations with retail VlPs, and a new conference track dedicated

to independent retailers. -rrunen urrcnrrr

32 contractdesign.com

E ll
a a

a-",1 - . ea-a

i#!E.':

-J
OH i:-"

E
tr

j I..

f,:'"il*s:*

-t

) '":

I

u

I

iI

a

-I 1l i.1 ['

\
t
L

'lL
L

l



LT

,

\- ru -

-

i-J,

\t

a
\*\-

--43

t ;{ :rllt
I

r .-
at

I \
t, Dest
l+,

\

x

,rl



INDUSTRY NEWS

More than 900 exhibitors
drew thousands of
attendees to the Las Vegas

Convention Center (top) in
early May for Coverings.

UNLV interior architecture
and design student Brenda

Tena (bottom left) poses with
her winning bench design,

titled "Desert Plateau."

Coverings' keynote speaker

was Sheldon Yellen, CEO

of Belfor (bottom right).

Coverings Celebrates its 25th Anniversary in Las Vegas

--

-

Coverings 2014 drew thousands of exhibitors, distributors, retailers,

fabricators, contractors, specifiers, architects, designers, builders,

and real estate developers to the Las Vegas Convention Center in

early May. The show marked Coverings'25th anniversary, and it

opened with the introduction of a new creative campaign and logo

by lrzlaiarelli Studio. Coverings exhibitor Creative Edge, a waterjet and

design fabrication firm, unveiled a marble and tile installation that

interprets the new campaign and serves as a tribute to the anniversary.

"We're especially excited to be in Las Vegas to celebrate the

shows 25th yeal and what better way to start the show than with a little

creative inspiration-something we know our attendees look for each

year," said Karin Fendrich, Coverings show director.

The show floor featured new products from more than 900

exhibitors representing more than 35 countries. First-time exhibitor

Posh Tiles occupied the first outdoor pavilion to be part of Coverings.

Other show highlights included benches on display designed by

students from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) School

of Architecture. ln collaboration with Coverings, the school held a

1O-week course and design competition that investigated the use of tile

as a medium for furniture. Students designed and fabricated benches,

and six winning projects were auctioned off during Coverings

to benefit the Ceramic Tile Education Foundation and UNLV

Coverings' keynote speaker, Sheldon Yellen, CEO of disaster

restoration company Belfor, delivered a presentation on why companies

that put employees first are most successful. Yeilen recounted his

lourney, from growing up on welfare in Detroit to running a billion-dollar

company with 6,000 employees.

Featured speaker Eric Astrachan explored ever-evolving tile

standards. He underscored the importance of regulated tile installation

practices and brought clarity to these often difficult-to-navigate

standards. Additionally, two Coverings sponsors-Ceramic Tile

Distributors Association and Confindustria Ceramica-announced

a new pTogram that aims to improve shipping procedures for tile and

stone containers being transported to the United States. -MURRyE BERNARD
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INDUSTRY NEWS

AIA Convention in Chicago,

June 26-28

Conrract Editor in Chief John Czarnecki,

Assoc. AlA, Hon. llDA, is the chair of the

advisory committee for the 2014 AIA

National Convention, to be held June

26-28 at lVcCormick Place in Chicago.

The convention, with the theme "Design

with Purpose," will kick off with a general

session focused on Chicago with the

opening keynote by Chicago architect

Jeanne Gang, FAIA, to be followed by a

News in Brief

second keynote presentation by Theaster

Gates, a visual artist who is an urban

catalyst and change agent. The highlight

of the second day s general session

will be a panel of four women who are

thought leaders on design for resilience

and sustainability: Majora Carter, Ellen

Dunham-Jones, AlA, Robin Guenther,

FAIA, and Rachel lrzlinnery, AlA. On

Saturday, keynote speaker Tony Hsieh,

CEO of the online clothing retailer

Zappos.com, will describe how he is

mobilizing a variety of entities to

revitalize downtown Las Vegas as a draw

for tech entrepreneurs to live and work.

AIA will host a Friday night party in the

Renzo Piano-designed Modern Wing

of The Art lnstitute of Chicago. Visit

convention.a a.org to learn more.

2014 ASID Design Award

Winners Named

The American Society of lnterior

Designers (ASID) has announced the

winners of its 20'14 ASID Design Awards

Tama Duffy Day, FASID, FIIDA (right, top),

head of Gensler's health and wellness

practice area, was named Designer of

Distinction, for her work that has

demonstrated the effect interior design

has on productivity and health outcomes.

Judith Heerwagen (right, center) was

gaven the Design for Humanity award for

her research in biophilia, examining the

influences of design on organizational

effectiveness and occupant behaviol

performance, and health. Amy Campos

(right, bottom), founder of Amy Campos

Architect, was named the Nancy Vincent

lr/cClelland lVerit Award recipient. She

has taught architecture, interior design,

and urban design at several design

institutions and currently serves as an

assistant professor at the California

College of the Arts. Haworth was

named the Design lnnovation winner.

recognizing its advances in workplace

solutions, including Bluescape, a

collaborative technology that connects

teams across locations. The recipients

will be honored at Celebration: The ASID

Awards Gala, taking place Saturday,

June 21 at Paramount Pictures Studios

in Los Angeles.
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Pilkington

Pilkington Optiwhite" and Pilkington OptiView"
No matter how ambitious your latest projects may be, you should have Pilkington Special Applications Glass in mind. Pllkington Optiwhite'" low-iron float

glass is virtually colorless and has excellent light transmission, making it the ideal choice for applications where glass edges are visible or where

transparency and purity of color are desired. Pilkington Optiview'" blocks more than 99 percent of transmitted UV to protect interiors and content.

It also minimizes visible light reflectance to less than 2 percent compared to clear glass.

www.pilkington.com/na r email BuildingProducts.PNA@nsg.com o Call 800.221.0444
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Hans Hollein

Hans Hollein, winner of the 1985

Pritzker Architecture Prize, died

on April 24 following a long illness.

He was 80. The Austrian architect's

notable postmodernist projects include

the Haas House in Vienna and the

Austrian Embassy in Berlin. Hollein also

designed products for the I'vlemphis

Group and Alessi. Hollein received his

master's of architecture from the

University of California at Berkeley in

1960. ln the following years, he served as

visiting professor at Yale and Washington

University in St. Louis. From 1967 to 1976,

he was professor at the Academy of Arts

in Dusseldorf, after which he held various

roles at the University of Applied Arts in

Vienna until2002.

Robert Hull, FAIA

Robert Hull, FAIA, founding partner of

The Miller Hull Partnership, died on

April 7 following complications related

to a stroke. He was 68. Hull co-founded

his Seattle firm with Washington State

University classmate David lViller in 1977.

Prior to that, he designed more than IOO

sustainable schools in Afghanistan

during his four years with the Peace

Corps. Hull brought his modernist

aesthetic to many places throughout

the Pacific Northwest, including the

Odegaard Library at the University of

Washington, which won an AIA 2014

tnstitute Honor Award for lnterror

Architecture. Hull's design leadership

also helped garner the 2003 AIA

National Firm Award for sustained

design excellence.

Frederic Schwartz, FAIA

New York architect Frederic Schwartz,

FAIA, who designed two 9/'11 memorials

and developed a proposal for the new

World Trade Center site, died on April

28 from prostate cancer. He was 63.

Schwartz spent years working for Robert

Venturi and Denise Scott Brown and ran

their New York office before founding

his own firm. Deeply impacted by 9/'11,

Schwartz designed two memorials to

the victims, one in Jersey City, New

Jersey, called "Empty Sky," and one in

Westchester County called "The Rising."

Schwartz formed the Think team that

developed a proposal for rebuilding

Ground Zero. He also designed the new

Staten lsland Ferry Terminal and was

selected to re-plan one third of New

Orleans following Hurricane Katrina.

Mel Wolf

Melvin (lVel) Wolf, co-founder and former

CEO of wallcovering company Wolf-

Gordon, died lvlarch 22 at his home in

Boynton Beach, Florida. He was 90. Wolf

founded Wolf-Gordon in 1967 with

Bernard Gordon, Frank Carr, and Tony

Prota. He served as the company's CEO

until he retired in 1995. Established as

a leather upholstery company, Wolf-

Gordon later entered the wallcovering

industry, producing high-performance

vinyl products and other rnterior

surfacing materials. "We were friends for

BO years and business partners for over

two decades and we never once had a

fight," Gordon said about his late friend

in a statement.

Remembering Notable Design and lndustry Talent
Lost in Recent Weeks
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With 27 years of success working with architects and interior designers, you can count on

Cascade Coil as your partner for your projects requiring high quality turn-key design solutions.

Our 100% recyclable woven wire mesh fabrics are part of the Living Building Challenge Declare

labeling prog;am and provide a beautiful and effective means of decorating, partitioning and

securing'fac'riities without sacrificing aesthetics and visibility into the sPace. Cascade Coil

proudly manufactures all of our Products in the USA and distributes them globally.
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INDUSTRY NEWS DIFFA/Chicago to Host 2014Gala, The Crystal Ball' June 7

The Chicago chapter of Design lndustries Foundation Fighting AIDS

(DIFFA) will host its 26th annual black tie gala, The Crystal Ball, on

Saturday, June 7 The evening of dining, dancing, and cocktails will take

place at Chicago's Navy Pier at the Grand Ballroom, and will also serve

as a kickoff party for NeoCon@.

The Crystal Ball gala shines a light on the possibility of a world

without AIDS. lt is the fourth in a series of six Believe Galas dedicated to

the organization's grantees-Chicago-area organizations that support

education, advocacy, and outreach for those living with HIV/AlDS.

Nearly 1,000 design industry leaders are expected to attend the gala,

which sold out last year. Founded in 1984, DIFFA has granted more than

$40 million to community-based organizations across the country.

ln addition to dining, drinks, and live music, The Crystal Ball will

feature a series of presentations, as well as a live auction and raffle.

Catherine De Orio, host of Chicago's Check P/easel television show,

will be the emcee. Keynote speaker John Flaherty of Northwestern

Memorial Hospital will give a presentation on advances related to

HIV/AlDS. The gala co-chairs are Ron Leiserowitz, Lynn Fordon,

Mary Jo Fasan, and Frances Renk.

Event sponsors include Herman Miller as Legacy Benefactor

and Steelcase as Presenting Sponsor. The Design Center of The

lr/erchandise Mart will be the Sustaining Benefactor. United Airlines,

BMO Harris Bank, Shaw Contract Group, and Versteel are the gala's

Host Sponsors. Contract magazine is the event's National lr/edia

Sponsor, CS/Modern Luxury lnteriors Chlcago will be the Local Media

Sponsor, and Sparc, Inc. will serve as the Brand Design and Sponsor.

For more information visit diffachicago.org. -coDy cALAMATo
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Large and small squares,
planks and skinny planks.

human nature''
a collection of skinny planks
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NATURE'S SELECTION
findinq the space to thrive

Every ecosystem has a new cast of species found
in nature with lessons to teach its students of
design. At lnterface, we seek out the connections
that exist in our world's living systems to bring
environmental responsibility into spaces of every
size. lt's harmonious innovation.

The Human Nature Collection by lnterface,
A foundation for beautiful thinking.
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INDUSTRY NEWS coming events
ilililililililllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
MAY

HD Expo

May 14-16

N4andalay Bay Convention Center

Las Vegas

hdexpo.com

WantedDesign

N/ay 16-19

The Tunnel

New York

wanteddes gnnyc.com

lnternational Contemporary Furniture Fair

June
a

(cFF)
May 17-20

Jacob Javits Convention Center

New York

lcff.com

JUNE

Lightfair lnternational 2014

June3 5

Las Vegas Convention Center

!'il3 iacr

DIFFA/Chicago's Believe Gala

June 7

Navy Pier

Chicago
d f:cn c:oc rg

llDA Cool 2014

June B

Ritz Carlton

Chicago
ica t'g

Neocono 2014

Juneg 11

The N,4erchandise Mart

Chicago
neocon com

Best of Neocono Awards Breakfsst
June'10

Renaissance Hotel

Chicago
contractdesrgn com

AStD Celebration
June 21

Paramount Pictures Studios

Los Angeles

as d org

2014 AIA Nationsl Convention
June26 28

Mccormick Place

Chicago
3aaic

AUGL]ST

METROCON14

August 14-15

Dallas lMarket Hall

Dallas

melrocon rfo
rW

For Mini-Laptops

For Surface )

For Tablets

,

tl'tl
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for oll devicesl

800.325.3841 | onlhro.com

YES! We hove
chorging solutions

ANT}f{O
Technology Furniture'

For 30 years (since 19841),

we've been doing everything

we can to give you a YES to
questions you've asked, from

solution-oriented product

design to thoughtful service.

So ask - we'll do our best

to give you a YESI
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Strategic Planning for the Design Firm
by Richard N. Pollack, FAIA, FIIDA

COLUMNIST

A key component for starting, running, and growing a firm is setting

up a strategy that provides clear direction, yet it's a component that's

often absent. Just think how unprepared a professional baseball team

would be without a carefully determined plan that addresses the

starting pitcher rotation and batting order. Without a strategy, the

team will win games, but they won't win a World Series. Many interiors

and architectural firms operate without the guidance of a long-term

business or strategic plan.

To me, the most compelling example of a clear strategic vrsron is

the plans for Larry Ellison's new yacht. Ellison is the CEO of the software

company Oracle, and his yacht's stateroom had an eight-foot-diameter

circular space off to one side. I thought it might be the base of a satellite

dish, but it turned out to have a very special use: lt was where Ellison

could display the America's Cup when he won it. Not if-when The

visualization of a goal is a powerful tool for achieving an oblective,

and since designers are visual people, it becomes even more potent.

An effective plan does not need to be dozens of pages filled

with graphs. Here are steps to help organize your thinking:

1. Decide what you and the firm want to be when you grow up,

Without a clear image of where the firm is going, you are unlikely

to get there.

2. lnclude detail. The image of the future firm must be unambiguous,

but the specific tasks to get there must be particularly well-defined

and clear.

3, Create winnable tactics, There will be many components needed

to achieve the goals of the strategy, so make the tasks manageable

enough that they can be accomplished.

4. Develop measurable milestones. Based on the strategic oblective

and the tactics to get there, you must establish waypoints that can be

used to measure success or failure. Without objective measurement,

you cannot truly affect outcomes.

5. Build a schedule that includes each identified task. Critical path

tactics and measurements should be built into a schedule to ensure

effective tracking. And just like you would for a prolect schedule, allow

for bumps along the way, as well as potential shortcuts to make up for

any Iost time.

6. Create a visual representation. Again, we are visual people, and the

strategic and tactical components should be shown graphically. That

document might start as a long roll of trace paper initially hung on a

wall during an off-site retreat, then condensed for easier sharing-and

it should be shared with the entire office.

7. Validate efforts against the schedule. IVake regular status reports

to staff and share successes and failures. For example, report that you

may have missed an important deadline, but have come up with an

alternative approach. Staff will recognize that you are including

everyone in the process and will be appreciatrve.

8. Deal with distractions. When you run into unforeseen business

exigencies and speed bumps, do your best to handle them in a way

that will not significantly disrupt the practice.

The steps outlined above show a straightforward and concise

process for strategic planning, but success or failure depends upon

honesty and communication. Let's say that there are two principals who

have been working together for some years but are not satisfied with

revenue, profit, work/life balance, type of projects, etc. The principals

decide that they need a plan that will get everyone focused on specific

goals and objectives. They schedule an off-site meeting to start the

process; however, one or both are not being open about their business

intentions. The resulting strategic plan will never be truly effective,

owing to lack of honest discussion from the outset.

One solution is to have an objective third party participate in the

early conversations to act as facilitator and foil. The facilitator meets

with each principal separately, then both together, to help develop

clarity about the principals'goals. The outside enabler might use

a Socratic "listen, challenge, champion" methodology to,hear each

partner's goals, question the stated objectives to be certain that any

hidden agendas have been revealed, and then act as an advocate to

help the strategic planning process move to successful completion.

But remember: The plan is never really finished and must be reviewed

and updated periodically.

Richard N. Pollack, FAIA, FllDA, writes a regular column for
Contract on business practices in design and professional

development. Pollack is the CEO of San Francisco-based Pollack

Consulting, which supports firm growth and success through

improved business development, winning presentation techniques,

recruitment of top talent, business coaching, and ownership

transition implementation.
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EXHIBITION: SALONE Notable lntroductions at Salone lnternazionale del Mobile

Urquiola, |ongerius, and Grcic
among the ubiquitous design
stars in Milan

The low Pag Table, designed by

Oki Sato of Nendo for Cappellini,

is all about rounded edges,

and is characterized by the

constructive intersection of the

tabletop and legs. Available ln

solid ash wood n natural, walnut,

wenge, or ebony finishes, the

table has two lengths-either
18 % or 29 inches long-and
is part of the Peg Collection

that includes chairs, beds, a

chaise lounge, a mlrror, a corner

cupboard. and two sofas.

Contract is pleased to present what is, in recent memory, our broadest

and most comprehensive coverage of product introductions from

the lVilan Furniture Fair, Salone lnternationale del lVobile, held

in April. Over seven pages, we are showcasing a sample of the

highlights of new offerings from the annual show that drew more

than 35O,000 visitors from 160 countries this year.

A highllght at the fair: Tom Dixon has exhibited in varrous

locations in tVilan during Design Week for years, but 20'14 marked

the debut of Dixon (page 52) at the Rho fairgrounds itsell and his

space was often cramped with fairgoers eager to see his innovative

pieces. Under the theme "The CIub," Dixon showcased new furniture,

lighting, and accessories, including many ofthe products that

are within the Parisian restaurant Eclectic (Contract cover

feature, April2O'14).

While Contract strives to emphasize the wide range of design

talent that was shown in Milan, both at Salone and in related exhibits

throughout the city that week-and we do not want to solely focus on

design stars-we cannot help but notice that a few well-known names

each designed multiple pieces for many companies. Ubiquitious

designers at the fair included Patricia Urquiola, Konstantin Grcic, Oki

Sato of design firm Nendo, Hella Jongerius, Philippe Starck, Marcel

Wanders, and Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec.

Furniture manufacturers are turning to known talents to produce

new work, which results in some exciting new furnrshings tempered by

timidity in general. But the verve and excitement of Milan-while

somewhat restrained this year-was still palpable. -roHN czARNEcKl
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Under the joint leadership of
Kvadrat and Maharam Dutch

carpet company Danskina

announced Hella Jongerius
(pictured) is its new design

director earlier this yeaL

Jongerius will focus on research

and experimentation. and her

own designs for Dansklna-Bold.
Duotone, and Multitone-were
introduced at Salone. Bold is

made with a combination of
mechanical and hand-spun
yarns for a thick, warm, and

expressive rug. For Duotone,

each rug is made using only

two colors: one for the weft

and the other for the warp.

Multitone has a simple. flat-

woven basket construction.

t-.

,
5 t,

Brothers Ronan and Etuan

Bouroullec have developed a

knitted upholstery collection
for Kvadrat with three tactile
deslgns-C8nal, Gravel, and

Moraine-that have a strong

sense ofvolume and depth.
Constructed using a double
jersey knit, the front layer is

made from fine m6lange wooi

and polyester yarns, combining
dark and light fibers, and
the back layer is made from
polyester yarns in accent colors.

The back layer provides firmness
and structure as well as contrast.
Moraine (prctured right) has

differently sized shapes in a

highlight color, in a fabric that
comes in eight colorways.

The Drop cha r. designed by

Arne Jacobsen in 1958 for the

I

*

legendary SAS Royal Hotel in

Copenhagen, is commercially

available for the first time from

Fritz Hansen. While designed at

the same time as the Egg and

Swan chairs, Drop was never put

into standard production, but

is now available in the original

design of pliable, upholstered

foam with textile or leather

upholstery or a molded plastic

seat. The plastic versions are

available with either chrome or

powder-coated legs in colors
matching the seatr black, white,

blue, gray, red, and yellow.
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EXHIBITION: SALONE

Celebrating the 100th

anniversary of the birth of Danish

designer Hans J. Wegner, Paul

Smith and fabric company
Maharam collaborated with

Carl Hansen & Son on a limited

edition collection of some of

Wegner's most iconic works,

including the CHOT Shell

Chair upholstered in Big Stripe
(pictured below). Paul Smith

selected his favorite Hans

J. Wegner pieces to launch

a collection that gives the

designs a new vitality.
Re3rli:r Serv ce l.lo 274

l.,4orosos Diatom is a

100-percent aluminum vertical

stacking chair for indoor and

outdoor use designed by Ross

Lovegrove. lnspired by the

beauty and logic of natural

lightweight structures, the

computergenerated design

results from the logistics of

contemporary aluminum
pressing technology and its

origins in the automotive

industry. lt takes its shape

from the frustum of a diatom,

a primordial single-cell organism

with a silica skeleton found in

bodies of water.

Reader Servrr:r: No 275
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lnspired by images of antique
oriental lanterns as well as

spokes of a bicycle wheel.

designers Vicente Garcia

Jimenez and Cinzia Cumini
developed the Spokes
hanging amp for Foscarini.

The lightweight lamp is

composed of bent metal rods

and an LED light source, allowing
it both to illuminate surfaces and
project an interplay of light and

shadow onto surrounding walls.

Spokes is available in two co ors,

white and mustard yellow, and

two sizes, approximately 20-by-
20-inch and 13-by-28-inch.

Reader Servrce No 276

The open design of Colina
from Arper allows one to sit

relaxed and atthe angle oftheir
choosing. Colina is a famrly of
chairs in three sizes. upholstered
in leather or fabric. Small.

medium, and large versrons are

available in an upholstered solid

base, and the medium chair ts

available in cantilever, sled.

and four-leg wood base.

Reader Serv ce No. 279

The HOK Product Design team
has developed two ceramic tile
designs. called Pixsl and Nest,
primarily for commercial wall

or floor applications. Produced

by Lea Ceramiche, design
inspiration starts with nature:

patterns, variety, and dappled
light. Designed with visual

depth, encouraging designers
to develop a bold gradient of
color and pattern in large-scale

commercial envrronments. the
Prxel tiles (pictured right) are

available in three sizes,40-by
118-inch, 20-by-40-rnch. and
5-by-20-inch.

-

The Spanish company Gan

presented the Bandas collection

of wool textiles, designed by

Patricia Urquiola, which can

be used as easy-to-change

covers for furnishings-such as

a chair, chaise. or pouf-and can

extend to be a floorcovering as

well. With a hand-embroidered

appearance. all pieces in the
collection are modular and

can be interchanged.
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EXHIBITIoN: SALONE

Hella Jongerius has created

new variations of Alvar Aalto's

armchairs 4O0 and 4Ol in her

first coilaboration with Artek.

For the upholstery of armchair

400 (far right), two Jongerius

textiles, Hours and Borders,

create a soft, graphic appealance.

Jongerius combined structured

fabrics for a color blocking effect

that breaks up the long lines of

the 401 armcha r (right).400 and

401 are available in the existing

Artek wood finishes. silver

birch and honey, as well as two

new darker tones, walnut and

charcoal stain.

Reader Serv cc No. 280

Rival, the first design for

Artek by Konstantin Grcic, is

a chair that swivels for ease of

movement. Legs are constructed

from one so|d piece of birch,

with laminated birch for the

arms and back. The frame can

be natural birch, or painted white,

black, or red. The chair has both

high and low back versions,

and the round seat can be

upholstered in fabric or leather.

I
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Scandinavian design of the

T960s and the industrial beauty

of steel structures were the
primary inspiration for Tord

Boontje when he designed

22nd Floor for Moroso. The
joints and folds of the aluminium
panels and steel are celebrated,

with marble implemented

for tabletops. Available in an

L-shaped configuration or a sofa,

22nd Floor is upholstered in

a range of fabric colors.

Reader Servrce No 282
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Drawing inspiration from fashion,

with joinery that simulates how

seams are stitched in clothing,

the Textile Collectlon by

Ana Llobet for Gandla Blasco

includes an armchalr, dining chair

bench, iow tables, and stools.

The collection is available in 100

percent recyclable polyethylene

with powder-coated galvanized

steel in white, bronze, and sand,

with rope colors white. sand,

gray, burgundy, green, blue,

navy, brown, and black.

Tom Dixon has built a reputation

as a master designer of products,

especially lighting. The Beat

collection is now available in

a matt grey Powder coat with

an internal silver plate that
creates a warm, shimmering

glow. Beat Grey includes the

expressive pendants Beat Light

Stout, Beat Light Wide, Beat

Light Fat, and Beat Light Tall.

Each piece is hand-spun and

hand-hammered by artisans

in northern lndia.

Designed by London-based firm

Doshi Levien for nanrmarquins,

Rabari Colloctlon is a series

ofthree rugs that evoke the

sensual and shiny aspects of
the tribal folk embroidery of
the Rabari nomadic community

n lndia. Handmade from 100
percent New Zealand wool in

lndia by using the hand-knotted

and hand-woven Sumak

techniques. Rabari Collection

rugs-two in beige and one in

b ack (below)-incorporate

br ght colors wlth lines and

other graphic elements in a

combination of rhythms.
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Designed initially for the United

Nations North Delegates'

Lounge renovation (Contract,

November 2013), and produced

bV Vitra, Hella Jongerius

created a new lounge chair,

the Esst River Ch8ir. Composed

ofwood, metal, leather, and

fabric, it comes in a number

of color combinations, and a

handle on the back of the seat

aLlows it to be easily moved.

Le6ther protects the armrests

from dirt and wear, and the

thicker padding of the seat

cushion extending up to the

backrest provides comfortable

lumbar support.
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FOR
THE NEW
WORK
DAY

Third place anywhere.
From the conventional to

Lagunitas-
by Toan Ngul,sn and Coalesse

the casual, the Lagunitas
collection adapts to
changirg workstyles and
shifting work postures.
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EXHIBITION: SALONE

"l w6nted to make something

extremely comfortable, but

visually very slim, like a lady on a

catwalk," Spanish designer Jaime

Hayon says in describing vico,
a two- or three-seat sofa and

armchair for Cassina. The base is

matte-black painted aluminum.

Named after Hayon's son Vico,

and available in many fabric

colors, the collection is notable

for its sinuous, fluid forms, low

profile, and soft edges.

Reader Servrce No.289

Designer Patrick Norguet

wanted to portray the ilLusion

of an unstable structure with

his MlO chair for Cassina. Thin

wooden legs ln an upside down

Y shape continue into the front
profile ofthe armrests, and are

supported by an rnterior metal

body that acts as the stab e core

ofthe seat structure. Legs are

available in natural or stained

black ash and the seat can

be covered rn a variety of

fabrics or leather.

Reader Serv ce No.2B7

lnspired by nature in Sweden,

historic textiles. as well as

traditional wooden parquet

patterns, the Silence collection

of carpet for Bolon is designed to

subtly reflect light. lt is available

in sheets, tiles, and planks. ln

sheets, four color patterns called

Pu1se, Rhythm, Mot on, and

Vibration are available. Tiles

and planks are available in

six color patterns.

Reader Servrce No 2BB

Jasper Morrison s first design

for Andreu World is the

oN chair collection, made of
primarily solid beech wood,

with seat and backrests made

of plywood. With and without

armrests, stackable and

non-stackable versions are

available. The seat is

upholstered. and the back

can be upholstered or plywood.

Rugged and lightweight,

the ON Chair emphasizes

innovative carpentry joinery.

Reader Serv ce No 290
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O MORE ELtcA Ar VERSTEEL.CoM

ELIGA
CREATE. CONFIGURE. COLLABORATE

VISIT US AT NEOCON SHOWROOM IO93
Select No. 91 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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"iwi nt"
That's what you could be saying at NeoCon.

when Contract and our sponsors give away a new iPad Air every hour. at the show.

"iWin!" Schedule Monday, June

11:00 a.m. Davis, 3-115

Schedule Tuesday, June 1 0

11:30p.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

Steelcase Health, 3-1 00

Kl, 11-1181

Aquafil, 1 1-107

Keilhauer,3-373

Allermuir, 3-123

Andreu World, 10-132

Falcon, i 1- l 'l 1

Bolyu, 11-1 167

Mayer Fabrics, 10-1 28

MOMENTUM Stedcme

Momentum, 11-106

Arcadia/Encore, 3-340

Krug,3-333

2/90Systems,8-4062

Aceray, T-4030

lntegra, l0-i40
Mohawk Group, 3-377

3M Architectural Products, 8-5 1 22

Mannington Commercial, 1 0-i 039

MANNINGTON
COMMERCIAL,

10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

1 1:30 p.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

Beautiful design - in the latest iPad Air - and at NeoCon,2014.

How you can enter to win: Subscribe to Contract's digital edition and/or register at the participating showrooms

during NeoCon". Go to omeda.com/ncon and subscribe or renew your subscription today! lf you are already

a Contract subscriber, you must resubscribe between April 15 and June 1,2A14 to be eligible for the drawing

Stay tuned to Contract throughout NeoCon'on contractdesign.com, and on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

Must be present to win. No purchase necessary. Exhibitors are not eligible to enter. Limit: one win per person.

(Porticipating showrooms listed are os of May 2014.)

eW* ilrl $ocerov' Allcrmuir Andrcu vvorld
s;gn gv€{ems 

Architetural Markets

/A@U/AFIILUSAffi o'@d
ptemium catpet f ibtes

FALC6N" ltltggt0" ,$
ITMAYERFABRTCS E lvohawk Group

ioKEncore e6LYLi' DAVIS"
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,RODUCT FOCUS Geometric Beauty

Architect Mark Hirons designs an angular collection
of seating and tables for plan by Decca

21

Mark Hirons, AlA, llDA (pictured above), a principal and design director
for the corporate interiors practice at Cannon Design in Chicago, had
previously designed the sculptural Vertex collection of chairs, sofas,

and tables for Elan by Decca. Debuting this year at NeoCon@, his new
collection for the brand, Avant, includes an angular and sculpted sofa,
lounge chair, and side table.

The design of Avant derives from the concepts of accessibility
and expansion. The pieces appear to expand, fan out, and engage in
dialogue with one another "The concept of the collectton is to translate
a varying sense of openness and inviting posture while creating a
unique, dynamic modern style," Hrrons says.

The seating options in the collection include a low lounge chair
(2), a simple and tailored sofa, and a sofa angled at 145 degrees that
facilitates conversation. Avant seating is available fully upholstered

in a range of colors and fabrics or with a wood veneer back to
accentuate its crisp profile when placed freestanding within a

room. The clean edges that characterize the seating options are
complemented by the lines of the collection's cantilevered wood
worktable (1), which was created to support informal work and
the use of mobile technology. The table, wh jch is hollow at the
center, js designed as a portal to capture views of spaces beyond.

"Embodying a sense of tailored elegance and allure, the pieces
seek to attract from every angle and leverage the importance of
furniture as functional sculpture," Hirons says. The Avant lounge
chair and side table will be on display in the Elan by Decca
showroom in space 3-101 during NeoCono. -MURRvE BERNARD

elanbydecca.com

Reader Service No.219
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PRODUCT FOCUS Public-Private Partnership

George Simons collaborates with Safco on the Kalyde
collection that supports work in public spaces

3

J
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The Kalyde collection of lightweight benches and tables, created

by Safco in partnership with industrial designer George Simons

(pictured above, left), is minimal and modular. The elements

of Kalyde are designed to be flexible in order to promote spontaneous

interactions and accommodate small groups and teams, allowing

companies to activate workspaces within previously underutilized

areas, such as lobbies and hallways.

The collection evolved from Simons's research on proxemics-

a term coined by researcher Edward Hall during the 195Os that relates

to the study of the use of space and its impacts on interpersonal

communication. Based on his research, Simons designed the line to

support the way people work in public spaces. "At the core of my work

is an ongoing passion for integrating human-centered research and

co-creation into the design process as a means to identify, understand,

and act upon user needs," says Simons, who was previously a principal

at NBBJ and managing partner at IDEO, and who has designed

products for several other major contract furniture manufacturers.

The benches and tables comprising the Kalyde collection

come in multiple sizes and styles. The benches (1) can be upholstered

in a variety of fabrics and are available with or without bolsters. They

feature left angle, right angle, or straight backs (2), allowing users to

sit upright or at an angle to facilitate conversation. Rounding out the

collection are the mobile, nimble Kalyde tables (4) that come in a

number of heights and colors, including orange, white, and pink. Since

all of the elements are lightweight and made to fit together in varying

configurations (3), teams can quickly and easily adapt the furnishings.

The collection will be on display at Neocon@ in Safco's showroom in

The Merchandise Mart, space 33'1. -uunnvr senrrao

safcoproducts.com

Reader Service No.22O
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NEOCON' 2014
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More than 40,000 architecture and design

professionals will converge at The Merchandise

Mart in Chicago for the 46th annual NeoCono,

June I to 11. NeoCono is the largest trade show

in the commercial interior furnishings industry
and features more than 700 showrooms and

exhibitors with products for commercial office,

retail, residential, healthcare, hospitality,

education, and government interiors.

The ldeabook within this issue details NeoCono

2O14 special exhibits and events. Keynote speakers

are Todd Bracher, designer, strategist, and founder

of Todd Bracher Studio LLC; Scott Barry Kaufman,

author and cognitive psychologist; Adrian D. Smith,

architect and co-founder of Adrian Smith + Gordon

Gill Architecture; and Tom Eich, CIO and partner at

IDEO. Highlights of the show include the Best of
NeoCon@ Awards Breakfast, hosted by Contract at

the Renaissance Hotel on Monday, June 9, and

DIFFA/Chicago's gala, The Crystal Ball (see page 40),

on Saturday, JuneT,Contractis proud to serve as

the National Media Sponsor of the gala.

The following pages offer a preview of
products that will debut at NeoCon'l this year,

including wall and floor finishes, seating, desking,

casegoods systems, and textiles. Trends in

furnishings carry over from recent years, with a

focus on modularity and flexibility to accommodate

teamwork and collaboration. An increased focus on

improving comfort and productivity for the

individual, whether in a private office or an open

office layout, is also evident. For textiles and

surfacing, designers draw inspiration from the

worlds of graphic design and architecture.

2. Arc-Com: Volt

Space 1194 arc-com.com

Arc-Com introduces a new upholstery pattern

named Voltthat is sureto nfuseany interiorwith
energy. Available in seven colorways, Volt is made

with 52 percent cotton and 48 percent polyester.

features a stain resistant finish, has an acrylic

back.rg and can wrthstand an -pressive
150,000 double rubs.

Reader Servrce No.222
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3. Mayer Fabrics: Luxe Textures

Space 1O-128 mayerfabrics.com

Crafted using dense recycled boucl6 and chenille
yarns, the four patterns of the Luxe Textures

collection offer tactile qualities and exciting color

combinations ln a palette of brights and neutrals.

Patterns include Paparazzi, a small-scale check;

Obsession, an abstract organic motif; and two

stripes, Debut and Entourage (shown), which
play with high and iow dimensions.

Reader Servrce No 223



5. Skyline Design: Alexander Girard Collection
Space 1060 skydesig n.com

Sky ine Design aunches 10 graphic patterns by Alexander Girard,

the former director ofthe Herman N.4i ler fabric division. The patterns

were originally conceived as textiles, and Sky lne Design has rendered

them on glass in translucent. matte, and opaque colors using a variety
oftechniques. The patterns comprising the collection are Alphabet
(shown), Fruit Tree, Graph, Grid, Leaves, Lines, Manhattan,

Ret.ospeclive. Rrbbons drd T'eaos.

Reader Servrce No 225

-

1. BuzziSpace: Buzziville

Space 1O-111 buzzispace com

Creating a "city with,n a city" approach to workstation design,

Buzz Ville is made up of ta I sections of Buzzt Felt, hooked together to
create walls and nooks that can support desks hung iike shelves. The
modular product can be rearranged or expanded to accommodate
office needs,6nd the acoustic material contributes to noise reduction.
Reader Servrce No 221

4. Molo: Thin Softwall
Space 8-2094 molodest gn.com

Thin Softwall is a flexible hofeycomb structure that can serve as

an acoustic space liner for solid walls, or as a freestanding flexible
parlition. A 4.5-meter-long panel can be collapsed down to less than
12 centimeters for easy transportation and storage. Three m6terial
options are available; paper in natural brown and b1ack, and two types
of non-woven textiles made from recyclable polyethylene and pET.

Reader Serv ce No. 224

F5- a3! -;,€

6. Borgo: Piiv6e

Space 7-3054C borgo.com

The Priv6e Lounge seats are wrapped in an

acoustical canopy for privacy and noise reduction.
maklng thern ideal for creating secluded areas

in an open office. The collection features sofas

and armchairs wlth optional swivel tables.

Complementing ottomans are aiso avallable with an

attached table or acoustic panel to enhance privacy.

R,.ader Serv ce No.226
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NEOCONo 2014 3rd floor

1 1. Stylex: lnsight Executive

Space 346 stylexseating.com

Expanding on lts lnsight series, Stylex introduces

the nsrght Executive seat ng line. Suitable for

high end office environments, it features a back

that is four inches taller than the original lnsight

high backs, and the seat is one inch deeper than

the original verslon. The Executive includes a

headrest extenslon and an adjustable knee ti t with

a mu ti-position tilt lockout. Sty ex eliminated al

glue between the upholstery and the foam, allow ng

for personalized comfort over time.

Reader Service No.227

2. Steelcase: SOTO ll Collection

Space 300 steelcase.com

The six compact, multifunctional work tools and

storage options of the SOTO ll collection a low

companies to optimize valuable space while

encouraging employees to deflne and organrze

their workstations. The monitor bridge reclaims

valuable work surface area, and SOTO persona

boxes allow for storage underneath. The co lection

also includes an ergonomic laptop shelf support,

a USB hub, stackable SOTO shelves, and the

SOTO desk pad.

Reader Service No. 228

3

3. Leland lnternational: Ebb Mobile

Space 3-337 le andinternationa .com

Combrning form and funct onal ty, Ebb lvoblle can

serve as a seat and storage cart. ts hol ow center

is convenient for storing aptops or personal ltems,

and the upho stered seat pad on top makes it
perfect for col aborative spaces. The powder

coated frame is available in wh te, gray, or b ack, and

fabriccan be specified from severa ma]or brands.

Reader Servlce No.229
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4
4. ICF: Cover

Space 365 icfsource.com

fhe optional features of the Cover chair make it
ruitable for many different project types. Features

nclude an optional writing tablet, a mesh shelf

Jnder the seat, a side pocket, and armrest covers.

fhe Cover chair is available with casters or glides,

rr with casters in the back and glides in the front.
t can be upholstered in Unika Vaev fabric or Elmo

Nordic leather, with the option to use contrasting
materials on the interior, exterior, and armrests.

Re:der Service No 230

5

6

5. Janus et Cie: Tosca

Space 3-107 ja nusetcre.com

The Tosca collection of outdoor seating features an

elegant braided strap detail, composed of durable
foam encased in a soft, weather-resistant textile.
The collection includes a lounge chair, daybed,
two- and three-seat sofas, and matching coffee
and side tables, all of which have a powder,coated

stainless steel frame.

Reader Service No 23.1

6. Davis: Rhombus

Space 3-115 davisfurniture.com

Combining old world craftsmanship with modern
design, the Rhombus chair has a slight concave
design that adds ergonomic ease. The all-wood
frame is available in beech, oak. and walnut finishes
and is stackable, which is unusual for wood-framed
upholstered chairs.

Reader Serv ce No 232
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NEOCONo 2014 3rd floor

1. Herman Miller: Renew

Space 321 hermanm ller.com

The sit-to-stand Renew table allows for a seamless

transition between seated and standing work.

Moving a paddle shaped switch raises and lowers

the table. Several different table shapes and

finishes are available, and a trough below the

tabletop allows for seamless wire management.
Reader Service No 2-?3

2. Nienkamper: Grip

Space 365 n ienkam per.com

lnspired by tightrope walkers, the Grip table

balances on a narrow beam supported by aluminum

legs. The table legs are adjustable, and lock into
place using gravity. The center beam allows for

table lengths up to 117 inches using only two pairs

of legs for support. The tabletop is avail6ble in wood

veneer or laminate, and the base can be anodized

silver, or red or black powder coat.

ReaCer Serv ce No 23L

3. Arcadia: Speakeasy Meeting Tables

Space 34O a rcadiacontract.corr

The Speakeasy Meet ng Tables collection features

round, square, and rectangular tables in 29-inch

and 42-inch heights with optional integrated power
' he lables cdn be spec Frad wrl h ertrer one-piece

tops, or with two-piece tops that have a 2 lnch

space down the center, and with Corian and

back painted glass inlay options. The tabletops

are available rn maple, oak, and walnut, and

with standard or custom wood finishes or

a selection of Iaminates.

Rearl-.r Serv r:e No 235
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4. Keilhauer: Aesync

Space3T3ke hauer.com

The Aesync conference chair was designed
with fluidity in mind. The backrest and arms

flow seamlessly into each other, and the seat

and backrest recline in sync without any visible

mechanism. The back can be specified as

upholstered or one of20 available mesh colors,

and the arms and base can be powder-coated

or polished aluminum.

Reade'Sar,,ar ir! ::!'

5. Unika Vaev:

Crypton Green Collection
Space 365 un kavaev.com

A new upholstery collection from Unika Vaev

is made from 100 percent polyester, including
recycled content, and features the Crypton Green

seal, ensuring the fabrics are easy to clean and

resist stains as well as damage from moisture.

The three patterns in the collection are Avenger,

a geometric floral pattern; Maverick, a textured
linear pattern; and Mod Squad (shown), a retro,
inspired geometric print. Each pattern is 54
inches wide and comes in multiple colorways.
le:r:. Srr. cr i l: lil

,i5

6. Tandus Centiva: Thin Lines

Space 3-391 :tri'i:.r: ,. i-
IdndusCentjvas -h n L nescd pet se|es
was inspired by 3-D imagtng and wire frame
imagery. The three patterns within the series

are Thin Lines (shown), Live Wire. and High
Fidelity. They are available with a variety of
backings and cushion options that contain
high amounts of recyc ed content.
raaa:-ta.:: . ::
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NEOCON.2014 7th floor 1, lnnovant: FORm-office

Standing Height

Space 7-3130C rn novant.com

The standing-height workstation allows groups

of people to stand or sit using stool-height task

chairs. The design allows for aesthetic uniformity

in open office designs, unlike height-adjustable

work surfaces. lt's available in 38-inch and 42-inch

heights and in widths ranging from 48 inches

to 96 inches.

Reader Serv ce No 239

2. Studio Q Furniture: Brodie

Space 7-2118 stud oqfurniture.com

The Brodie collection of lounge seating and

occasional tables was inspired by the clean lines

and curves often found in midcentury modern

design. The collection includes an ottoman,

a chair. and a love seat with curved arms to

accommodate a range of seating positions. Each

features maple wood legs and can be upholstered

in many different types of fabrics and leathers. Two

sizes of tables-corner and cocktail-come in l2
standard wood finishes to round out the collection.

Reade. Serv ce l',lo 2.41

3. LSI: Beach

Space:7-9117 is f oors.com

Using a high-resolution photo of sand by

commercial photographer Randal Ford. the luxury

vinyl tile Beach flooring pattern captures the ease

ofthe coast. Adding to a portfolio of other nature
patterns, Beach is formatted in 24-inch squares

in glue-down or loose-lay formats, with an antislip

surface andwearlayertoensure brilliance n

high-traffic areas.

Reader Servrce No 24O

4. Cooperativa Ceramica d'lmola:

Cento per Cento

Space 7-8094 rro aceran-rca corr.r

The collection of wall tiles features an array of

decorative reliefs that mimic the designs of luxury

chocolates. The 4-inch-by-7-inch tiles are available

in 10 rich colors, in matte and high-gloss finishes,

with pillow like edges.

Re6de. Serv ce No 21*7
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FLUOROCARBON-FREE

G-

gclzero*
Crypton designs and manufactures environmentally responsible performance fabrics and furnishings,

Select No. 68 at ContractDesigncom/readerservice
Get samples I cryptonfabric.com



NEOCONn 2014 7th floor

3

1.3form: Pattern+

Space 7-4O94 3-form com

The new glass customization system from 3form

allows for completely customizable etched or color
patterns with no minimum order quantities. With

28 patterns available in glass or 3form s translucent

Varia Ecoresin, designers can scale patterns up and

down, choose colorways, and select finishes using

an online tool.

Reader Servrce No 242

2. Norix: Hondo Nuevo

Space 7-2O46 nor x coilr

The durable Hondo Nuevo furniture line incJudes

chair, bench, and wedge options that can be

combined to create flexible, modular seating

arrangements. The pieces are made of rotationally

molded, polyvinyl ch oride exterior skln tops that

a'e dttached wrtn tamper resrstant faste'ers ro

several base and leg options: molded plinth, steel,

molded wood grain leg, or genuine wood leg base.

The pieces are filled with three-pound-density
polyurethane foam filllng.

Reader Servrce No.243

3. TMC Furniture: Lake Lounge

and Occasional Table

Space 7-6062 tmcf urniture.com

The smooth, organic forms ofthe Lake Lounge and

Occasional Table were insprred by the shapes of

Michigan's lakes and the natural ebb and f ow of

lakeshoretides.The lounge is available n two sizes:

a large vers on that measures 78 inches wide by

35% nchesdeep,andasmallversionthatis56%
inches wide by 30 % inches deep (both are both 27

inches high). The complementary Occas onal Table

s ava lable with a waLnut or maple veneer base and

a laminate or wood top.

RcadL.r :icrv cc l'lo 244
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Available in chrome, white, black and anthracite (9rey)

for projects. l(elvin LED Green is also available
bracket, clamp and desk mount (hidden or exposed

and pricing at info@flosusa.com
Select No. 89 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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NEOCONT 2014 8th floor
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1. Abet Laminati: Parade Collection

Space 8-4129 abetlaminati.com

Italian designer Giulio lacchetti has created

a colorful col ectlon of laminates adapted from

freehand drawrngs. Derby evokes an image of

clustered pencil strokes, TarTan turns up the

volume on the class c Scottrsh text le design

with colorful lntersecting lines, and Ya Yo is

a dual-tone, overlapping polka dot.

Reader Service No.245

2. CARVART: Crystal

Space 8-3080C ca rvart.com

The Crystal co lect on of architectural glass from

CARVART embeds Swarovsk crystaL elements into

a laminated glass nterlayerto create a sparkling
product suitable for walls, partltions, and furn ture

tops. The crysta s can be arranged in three patterns.

with g ass avallable in palettes ofthree tones
(pure, warm, and cool) and an expanded offering

of crystal shapes.

Reader Servlce No.246

3. Arborite: Elm

Space 8-313C arborite.com

Elm is a large-scale laminate pattern that resemb es

a tree's interlocking grain, available in four natural

ooking shades: Summer Elm, Winter Elm, Fumed

American Elm, and Noir American Elm. The pattern

can be specified in an array of Arborite's standard

and premium textures.

Reader Serv ce No 248
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Durability
Engineered for superior stain
and abrasion resistance and

lasts 2-3x longer than
most textiles

Chemical Resistance
Can be cleaned with many

common cleaners and
disinfectants without

discoloring or damaging
the color or finish

Easy Maintenance
Most common stains

simply wipe off

Bolta

HreF
upholstery featuri ng

o

Protective Finish

Above photograph features Weave, Nouveau and Sashay, Boltaflex@ vinyl upholstery designs.

BOLTAFLEX and PREFIXX are registered trademarks of OMNOVA Solutions lnc.

O 2014 OMNOVA Solutions lnc. Select No. 172 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

@

OMNOVA/
SOTUTIONS

330.869.4489
www.om novo.com/ bolmf lex
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NEOCONo 2014 lOth floor

Brentano: Dynamo

Space lO4OA brentanofabrics.com

The lively Dynamo geometric pattern was inspired

by Chinese window lattice designs, with a crisp

contrast between color and negative space.

Available in 10 bright colorways, the rayon chenille

yarns give the textile softness and depth, while

a Teflon finish creates stain resistance.

Reader Ser/,.e l.lc 249

Groupe Lacasse: C.A.

Space 1042 groupelacasse.com

Aimed at creating a contemporary and affordable

casegoods solution, C.A. layers elements to

create flexibility for customization. With modular

elements that are simple, flexible, and light in

scale, the casegoods collection is tailored to the

way people work.

Reader Scrvrce No 250

Millions of acres of forest have been devastated by the mountain Pine

beetle that spreads blue stain fungus. lnspired by the striking aesthetic

of this lumber, we've crafted Blue Stain Pine, a unique, durable surfacing

solution for tabletops, countertops, flooring, wall cladding and ceilings.

torzosurfaces.com

Select No. 4O at contractDesign.com/readerservice
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studio

v\^l/w tekn icnstud ic ccnr
Select No. 10O at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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NEOCONo 2014

Teknion Textiles: Form + Structure

Space 1048 tekniontextiies.com

The Form + Structure collection by Suzanne Tick celebrates the

contrasts and common frameworks between the soft materials and

textures ofweaving and the linear forms often found in architeclure.

The collection is composed of nine styles-five upholstery and four

panel fabrics-and includes the bleach-cleanable upholstery fabric

Flexagon (shown), which features a complex geometric and angular

pattern made from solution-dyed nylon.

Reader Service Nc 257

Coalesse: Carbon Fiber Chair

Space 1032 coalesse.corn

The ultralight Carbon Fiber Chair weighs less than 5 pounds, but can

support 300 pounds. Hong Kong-based designer N,4ichael Young

developed the chair with a factory that creates high-performance

bicycles, creating a design that is both appealing and ergonomic.

The chair stacks four high and can be specified in an array of colors

and custom surface applications.

Re.der Serv ce No 252

lnterface: Posh

Space 10-136 nterface.com

The Posh carpet tile collection draws inspiration from flooring that

would look at home on luxury ocean liners, like oiled teak, cerused ash,

and French limestone. Available in a palette of 24 neutrals and two

textural styles, the skinny plank format allows the carpet tiles to be

installed in herringbone patterns.

Readef Serv ce No 253

l0th floor

GRANN R

CHAIR CONfiPAN

NeoCon, Suita 394, The Merchandise tWant.

Select No. 23 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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( your inner Brit wants to answer )

Be among the first to view our new Bespoke Collection
at NeoCon - inspired by the art and craft of London's legendary

Savile Row tailors and destined to be seen on today's
best-dressed floors. Plus, enter for your chance to win

a trip for two to fashionable London.

ij-invision.com 8oo 241 4586 @ FLooRtNG GRoup el E= #

NEOCON SHOWROOM 10-118

INVIS !ON

Select No. 94 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice



NEOCON! 2014 lOth floor

Versteel: Platform

The Platform table ser es of standard and stand-up-helght tables

is highly customizable. The steel bases can be specified as 18-,

24-, and 30-inch discs or squares, as well as'18-by-24,18-by-30,

24-by-30, and 26-by-36-inch rectangles. Powdercoated steel

columns are round or square. Standard tabletops are made of

particleboard surfaced with a high-pressure laminate or veneer,

and are available in three shapes: round, square, or rectangle.

Carnegie: Acoustic Sheers

A new ineof acousticsheer windowdraperieswas created through

Carnegre's partnership with Swlss textile innovator Creation Baumann

Yarn and weaving technology allows the lightweight textiles to remain

transparent while contributing to sound reduction of more than 50

percent when draped. Three patterns-A phacoustic, Betacoustic'

and Gammacoustic-are available in 34 colorways.

J+J lnvision: lnfusion

The lnfuslon collection of three broadloom carpets

is piece-dyed to achieve the tea wash effect

of antique hand-knotted rugs. Available in 16

colorways, tonal yarns make each pattern repeat

unique. Brisk (shown) is inspired by mini glass tiles,

Natural features horizontal striations wlth highL ghts,

and Z ng is a medium-sca e chevron.

Echo*Wood'
environmentally responsible wood products

a&.
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IMOLA
CERAMICA

b.(ft ltatian dat 1874

:.fmacchiqiawet.t!5r{o6n
ca$e &octq

&e,pre.;r aho(
th,ll + wkf

(5) s:11/t+4
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ffi Exceptionally ltalian.
COOPERATI\^{
CERAMICA
D'IMOLA

ln ltalian, Non sono solo le piastretle means lt's not just about the tile.lnspired by our 140 year old
artisan cooperative, we've been connecting art, industry and service with a history of environmental
stewardship and a passion for design only found in ltaly.

Cooperativa Ceramica d'lmola, North America ccimola.net 305.5i3.0034 Visit us at NeoCon 7-g094
Select No. 199 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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NEOCON' 2014 l0th floor

Teknionr Journal

Space 1O48 teknion com

The Journal casegoods collection designed by Chris Wright, design

principal of flgure3-enables the focused work typically performed in

a private office, yet easily transforms to accommodate teams and to

create a more collaboratrve environment. Unique features inc ude

a pivoting bench and sliding storage to conceal private items. An

optional helght-adlustable table ailows for further customization.

Reader Service No 257

CF Stinson: Sideline

Space 10-150 cfst nson.com

Sideline is a high performance fabric with a

dellcate stitchlng detail over taffeta that creates

a sophlst cated design. The varied stripe pattern

s availab e ln nine colorways with a Scotchgard

f nish, sultab e for hea thcare, corporate, and

educat on settings.

Reader Servrce No 258

r'

ccf feerhc ure
) iltltg0to'

NEW High Back Coffee House Seating

*

lffii

Select No. 139 at contractDesign.com/readerservice

800.235.0234 I INTECRASEATINC.COMSee
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Wolf-Gordon: Woven Upholstery O1

Space 10-l61,lolfgordon.con'

Wolf-Gordon introduces a collection of11 affordable textile and

upholstery patterns that come in widths between 54 and 59 inches.

Patterns include Kiva, a contemporary reinterpretation of the

traditional lkat pattern; Malibu, a circular chain-like design against

an ombre background; Camp, which features a textured wood grain

pattern; and Celluloid (shown), which showcases a combination of

regular gridlines and impressionistic painterly marks.

Re:cier Serv ae [,! 25.q

Global: Vion

Space 1035 globaltotaloff ice.com

Designed by Zooey Chu, the Vion task chair

features two new controls: weight sensing and back

angle synchro tilters. Available in two back sizes,

the chair has multiple arm and upholstery options,

and offers five control mechanisms to sult both

passive and active work.

Reader Service No.260

Designtex: Wallace Sewell Collection

Space 1O32A desi g ntex.com

A collaboration with U.K.-based weavers Emma

Sewell and Harriet Wallace Jones resulted in four

colorful lamb's wool upholstery fabrics: Armwell,

Clerkenwell, Exmouth, and Myddleton. The large-

scale designs of stripes and grids were inspired by

the urban environment of London and the color

explorations of Anni Albers.

Re:der ,:e:N aE [\lt, 261

Flexibility.Convenience. LEVITY-!
Levity" - The New Standard in Task Lighting

Simply lift cap and it automatically )
turns on its LED lights and raises to 6".

Then pull up to 20"or anywhere in

between. Two telescoping arms move

in any direction, wherever you need

light. LevityrM offers 56Oo of controlled,

directed, focused task lighting. Push

down closed when done, lights go out

and Levity" hides away. lncludes two

15Al125VAC outlets.

EIL listed and tested to meet ULl55.

lvloves from right to left, front to back and anwhere in between

.FINE ARCHITECTURAL HARDWARE FOR YOUR FINE FURNITURE"@

MOCI(Ett
DOUG FlOCKETT & COIVIPANY, INC

www.mockett.com' 8OO'523-1269

Select No. 34 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Reliable and consistent so you
can be wild and creative.

Tree{rog's unique process ensures a consistent selection
of beautiful real wocd venesr larninates in design spaces
of any size. Prefinished. FSC cptions. Call cr visit to see
theni all. 800 807-7341 treefrogveneer.com

t r e e f r o ob

.: Ar j-l,,!,-:)\t: t r e e f r o g Itrrerirx'.'.

Select No. 49 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice contractdesign.com MAY 2014

NEOCON'i 2014 llth floor

Versa: Couture

Space 11-113 versawallcovering.com

lnspired by the Delphos gowns of Spanish artist and designer l',4ariano

Fortuny, the Couture wallcover ng by Versa looks like pleated silk.

A palette of 21 colors produced with pearlescent or metallic finishes

incLudes Pineapple (shown) and spans from warm to cool neutrals, as

wel as more saturated shades like plum,charcoal gray, and chocolate

brown. Couture contains 20 percent recycled content.

Reader Serv ce No. 265

izzy+: Wabi and Nikko

Space 11-1O0 izzyplus.com

Years of research about good posture and p6ln

reduction resulted in the fullJeatured Wabi chair,

and its conference/cJassroom seating counterpart,

Nikko. The dual-density foam seat pan with flexors

in the front edge and pe vic cradle help align the

core for proper posture. Three frame colors with

coordlnating mesh backs and a range of upholstery

texti es are av6ilable.

Reader Serv ce No 264
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not. want not. High style, performance, and sustainability. lntroducing lntermix
BOLYU. lntermix features striking gradient pinstripes created using a proprietary

fiber manufacturing process that minimizes waste yarn, and maximizes
and performance. Shown with Svelte (solid).

BOLY[I"
Select No 157 at ConUactDesign.com/readerservice

bolyu.com or 8OO.451.125O



NEOCON'2014 1lth floor

Camira:

Halcyon Collection

The Ha cyon Col ect on

is a new serres of bleach-

cleanab e performance fabrics

for healthcare, hospitality. and

education sett ngs. Patterns

include Aspen. Blossom, Cedar

a three-par

-

ar; all include

h that makes

I T

OFS Brands: Focal Point

The Focal Point line of upholstered lounge chairs. love seats. and

benches provides users with privacy and access to power and data

in open spaces. The lounges and love seats feature angled, high

backs for privacy without visual bulk, and the asymmetrical seats are

conducive to relaxation. They are available wlth left- or right facing

arms, or without arms, and there is an optional s x-tnch passive utillty

arm to support tablets.

Select No. 124 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice contractdesign.com
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COMMUNICATIONS
From critical patient alerts to whiteboards
and changeable messaging, our new
VitalSign" system makes sure important
messages for staff and visitors come
through loud and clear.

Sr:gn Systems

TO LEARN MORE VISIT
29OSI G NS.COM/VITALS IG N
oR CALL 800.777.4310..

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS.

NEOCON BOOTH NUMBER 8.4062
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1. Okamura: Muffle

Space 11-124 okamuTa-us.com
N,luffle was created to achieve a balance between

openness and privacy within a workspace. lt

includes freestanding panels and rounded seating

components that can be arranged to form a circle

or semicircle. The panels are sound absorbent up

to 500 Hz to maintain a quiet environment for

focused work or private conversations. Muffle

is available in nine standard colors and several

specialty options, all based on natural foods

and flavors, such as Sage and Grape.

Rcader Serv ce No 268

2. Green Hides: Cavalier

Space 11-1148 grecnh des.conr

The Cavalier hair on hide product line now features

an updated and expanded color palette. The

drum-dyed solid coloration product is available in

30 bright and neutral colors suitable for upholstery,

rugs, wallcoverings, and other accents.

R-^ader Servrce No 26!)

3. Allsteel: Further

Space 1120 allsteeloff ce.com

Further by Allsteel is a furniture system that

includes work surfaces, supports, screens,

and storage. These individual elements can

be reconfigured to allow workspaces to adapt

as busrnesses grow. Funher feal ures unrque.

trapezoidal shaped work surfaces that allow for

linear and organic layouts. Integral to the system's

flexibility is the Power Hub, which serves as the

system's structural support and can also double

as a stand-alone power and d6ta terminal.

1

,-''

t.\

,,:1 5,
t,l

::\
\It Jr

5
3

contractdesign.com MAY 2014

l-
I

a:

I
2

-,F

I-

fl

I

: TB]d



r-D

o
0).E

:
(o
())

(o

oo
(o

E()
-oL
(o
0)c

r\
a
.e
_o

=xo
E
q)
o-a

(o
a
c
Q)

q)

E
(D
o-
</)

.t
@co()\t
oF
Q)ac(,)

sC
P.ao-
0)s-ooP
-ENF
9,
dq)
-Y\
Scr
*'o.r
o:f
PP
OOCO
>..?o-c-vo

\(l,

}E
.q(o>f
oco
)aod)
=qiav
AQ

@

o

J
o
oo
oo!
I
\tr
ON
C
o
Oo

()

Z

l

IEr
1l

I

\

I

I

-r 
&/

't

G
E

tat
a
t
a

t', L

E \

lat
aa

U



ar
Ci\LL FOREISTRIIIS

,t

'(r'il-t't'T() Er*'reE

Any interior design proJect that was occupied

or first open for business no earlier than

January '1. 2013. Older proiects will be

drsqualif ied. Previous pLrblicatron is acceptable.

(:,t l'ti(ioRlas

O1 Large Otfice (25.OO0 square feet and larger)

02 Small Office (up to 25,000 square feet)

03 Hotels

04 Restaurants

05 Healthcare

00 Retail

O7 Education

08 Public/Civic

Og Showroom/Exhibit

L0 Sports/Entertatnment

11" Spa/Fitness

12 historic Restoration

Adaptive Re Use

14 Sustainable (Green) Design

15 Student

l!'r'()u lr llY

I l:]:s

Entry fees are 5235 for the first proiect

srbmitled, and 5195 for each subsequenl project

Fordesign school students or class of 2014

graduates who submit student wo.k in category

15. ihefee is S75 per proiect. Subm;t fee online at

coitractdeslgn.com/intGriorsasatds-

the entry requIements.

lheentry willinclude
. up to 10 color photographs- Studenls can

subm,t renderings.

. At ieast one floor plan for professional projects.

. A b{ief descriptron of your project (no more than

5OO words), Including cltent objeclrves. design

pr*gram, square footage, budget,aild date of

occupancv. Do not reveai your ttrms ,dentrty tn

this description. Students will indicate the name

ofthe school and assignmeftt description.

NQTE: Both the awards entry and thefee must

be received by Thursday, Septombet '17 2014 at

contractd.sign.comfi nteriorswards.

For questions. emarl Associate Ldtlo'
Cody Caiamaio, ccalamaio@c6ntractdesign.com

DEADLTNE OghZlt+

For more entry information, go to
contractdesign.com/i nteriorsawards

will be announced this summer.

r()\*'*l:\'tl:rr An all-star design iury, which will include
3:JH:::1fl:?l'J;:J,Y:T:ffi:il:'i:i' zarDesisner Jt ttre year Krista Ninivassi,

---::--You and your client wili be honored at the

36th Annual lnteriors Awards Breakfast in

Ncw York on Januarv 30.2015. Wrnners are

expected to altend'Your project will also be

published in tho Ja*uary 2015 issue of

Cor)tracl m8gaz,ne.

Note: Winners will be notified by October 3'1.

2014. All winners willbe required to provide

prof essional-quality. high-resolution electronic
pro!ect photographs, dr6wings, renderings,

and floor plans for psbrlicalion and use at

the 36th Annua: lnterlors Awards Breakfast.

A completed prcject so!rce list of products

also will tle reouired.

=:==

presented by contract



NeoCon'2014
Place Matters

ln a world in which our surroundings shape us, we need to invest in the places where we learn,
excel, grow, teach, heal, comfort, and play.

NeoCon@ is North America's largest design exposition and conference for commercial
interiors, annually attended by more than 4O,0OO architecture and design professionals. As the
premier industry event, NeoCon@ provides access to the latest and most innovative products,
and endless educational and networking opportunities for markets, including: Workplace,
Healthcare, Hospitality, Retail, Environmental, Government, and Education.

NeoCono educational programming features nearly'l0O accredited seminars, association
forums, and keynote presentations that showcase leading industry and business experts.

With more than three days of nonstop resources, energy, and ideas, NeoCono ls the single
most important industry event of the year and your one-stop destination for design.

what can you expect?

Exhibitors Navigate more than 7OO showrooms and

exhibition booths showcasing thousands of cutting-
edge products and materials for the contract market.

Education NeoCono is where A&D professionals

convene to get the newest information and discover
the latest trends in the contract furniture industry.

Fulfill your goals by attending the NeoCono educational
seminars, spanning three full days and including nearly

100 accredited seminars, association forums, keynote
presentations, and special events that showcase leading
industry and business experts.

Networking Explore the show alongside leaders of the
industry and desrgn professionals. Develop connections
and cultivate relationships at a variety of special events
and parties.

For more information, visit neocon.com.

Attendees Architects, interior designers, facility
managers, space planners, dealers and distributors,
manufacturers and reps, corporate real estate
executives, office managers, purchasing managers,
project managers, press, and students attend the show.

what willyou see?
Browse products that satisfy all of your interior

specification needs, including architectural products,

fabric, furniture, flooring, interior building products,

interior finishes, technology, and more.

when?
Monday, June 9 to Wednesday, June 11,2014

I a.m. to 5 p.m.

where?
The Merchandise Mart
222 lr/erchandise Mart Plaza

Chicago

contract Neoconl ldeabook 20't4
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Keynote Speakers

Todd Bracher
Designer, Strategist, and Founder

Todd Bracher Studio LLC

Monday, June 9,8 a.m.

Todd Bracher, founder of Todd Bracher Studio LLC, is a designer and strategist currently based in New York

after a decade working in Copenhagen, Milan, Paris, and London. Bracher has collaborated with some of

the most prestigious brands around the world, from furniture and object design to interiors and architecture.

His experiences range from working independently, to heading Tom Dixon's design studio, to acting as

a professor of design at I'ESAD in Reims, France, and to being appointed creative director of Scandinavian

luxury brand Georg Jensen.

Presented by IIDA
INTERNATIONAL

rNlEnroRD6:lf]toN

Scott Barry Kaufman
Author and Cognitive Psychologist

Tuesday, June 10,8 a.m.

This year, NeoCon@ will offer a series of innovative speakers who will reveal

the thought process and inspiration for some of their most iconic work.

Scott Barry Kaufman is a cognitive psychologist who studies the development of intelligence, creativity, and

personality. ln his new book, Ungifted: tntelligence Redef ined, Kaufman challenges the conventional wisdom

surrounding human potential. How can we use standardized testing to help all children flourish? How can we

inspire employees in the workplace? Kaufman's deeply researched philosophies show us how to find and

follow our individual paths to greatness. Below, Contract interviewed Kaufman for a preview of his talk.

t*
: l,

gU
Architectural Markets

ln your keynote address, what is your message

to deslgners?

Designers are in a great position to inspire people and

cultivate their passions. ln education and business

settings, teachers and managers want to know how

they can get the best out of their students and

workers. The important role of the designer in making

the environment more conducive to the free flow

of ideas and the expression of individual passions

is often underappreciated.

Your new book examines dlfferent tyPes

of intelligence. How does this relate to the

design profession?

We can't begin to understand what a person is

capable of achieving intellectually or creatively

until three conditions are met. First, we need an

assessment of a person's current level of ability.

Second, we need an assessment of how engaged the

person is in the learning process. Third, we need to

know the person's goals, dreams, and aspirations.

Designers can play a huge role in aligning these

three aspects to bring out the best in all people.

What is the biggest barriet to cultivating

creativity?
Anxiety and fear of failure are huge obstacles

to creative expression. This can be overcome

through mindfulness, compassion (including

self-compassion), and tolerance for ambiguity.

Sometimes these barriers can also be overcome

simply by changing the work environment.

How does the physical environment impact
psychology and productivity?

The physical space plays a huge role in productivity.

The mind is always interacting with its environment,

and looking for signals that it belongs and is welcome

to create and perform. The mind is also always on the

lookout for affordances to lessen the cognitive effort

that is required to complete a task. The more that

the physical environment sends the message that

everyone belongs, the more likely the person is to be

more creative, as well as feel happier and healthier.

Presented by
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Adrian D. Smith, FAIA
Architect and Co-Founder
Adrian Smith + Gordon GillArchitecture (AS+GG)

Wednesday, June 11,8 a.m.

Adrian Smith, FAIA, has been a practicing architect for more than 40 years. His extraordinary body of work
includes some of the world's most recognizable landmark structures, including the Jin Mao Tower in Shanghai

and the world s tallest structure, Burj Khalifa in Dubai. His firm, Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill Architecture, is

a leader in the advancement of technology in super-tall towers and ameliorating their impact on cities. He

is currently working on the world's next tallest building, Kingdom Tower in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, as well as

planning a self-sustaining satellite city in Chengdu, China. Below, Contract interviewed Smith for a preview

of his NeoCono presentation.

What lessons from your experience ln tall
building architecture can be applied to
the design of interiors?
I view architecture as a complete essay in which the

exterior of a building is both an object that forms the
public realm and a container that provides purposeful

space for the uses it contains. Architecture and

interiors share three common goals: durability,

usefulness, and delight. And without satisfying all

ofthese goals, we as professionals fall short.

How does your philosophy of Global
Environmental Contextualism inf luence
your work?

Global Environmental Contextualism draws upon

some of the major influences of a place for which

the architecture is designed. Sometimes it is the

uniqueness of the climatic conditions or the local

culture. lt's the integration of all these aspects to form

a piece of architecture that fits its context that I strive

to achieve in my work.

You've implemented the principle of 'on site,
power generation using the building's design
to harvest power from the sun, wlnd, and
geothermal conditions. What is the impact
of this technology?

Integrating elements into the building s design

to harvest available energy sources at the site

can be a highly efficient way of generating power.

I believe this is the best way to reduce power loss,

through transmission. lt also makes the building less

dependent on the power grid in times when the grid

is under stress.

Your firm has recently started designing
furniture. What was your primary inspiration?
We are just starting to design furniture that meets

certain conditions within the work we do when we

can't find something suitable on the market. Our goal

is to work towards developing furniture that makes

a connection to the architecture we do so that there

is more of a wholeness to the architecture.

Presented by

AIAChicago

Tom Eich
Business Leader, ClO, and Partner at IDEO

Wednesday, June 11,9:30 a.m.

Since joining IDEO in 1996, Tom Eich has served as a portfolio leadel project manager, and lead engineer in
the design of consumer electronics, technology product and service concepts, furniture and furniture systems,
office and airline seating products, and home appliances. His work resides at the intersection of technology and
the built world, from large- to small-scale interactions and behaviors. Eich's past roles with IDEO have included
heading up the New York office and the consumer experience design practice. He has also served as chief
build officer for IDEO's development across all locations and practices. An engineer by training, Eich developed
advanced electronic products in Silicon Valley for MicroUnity, Applied Signal Technology, ArgoSystems, and
ROLM before joining IDEO.

Presentedby VO R NADO
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Best of Neocon@

1.:, .{0f k>

The Best of NeoCono competition is your

source for the best new products

Product Locator Posters-for participating

Best of NeoCon@ entrants and advertisers

ldeabook-your complete guide to NeoCon@

Contract-Network.com-an r nteractive website

providing exclusive entrant product images and

showroom and planning capabilities, including the

ability to sort by product category and showroom

Best of NeoCono Product Guide-complete listings

of all entrants, products, and showroom locations

Product Cards-Four-by-six-inch cards featuring

product images and descriptions, showroom

locations, and contact information distributed

throughout the Mart and in the Contract Lounge

Contract Lounge

Location 7th Floor, Booth 7-3006

A lounge to view the Best of NeoCon@ 2014 winners

presentation and former Best of NeoCon@-winning

products and furnishings

Best of NeoCon@ Award Winners'Breakfast

Date Monday, June 9

Time 7:30 a.m.

Location Renaissance Hotel
1 W. Wacker Drive, Chicago

contract
4 Neocono ldeabook 2014 contractdesign.com

i]iillt Ftg

11 t

Ifto&n

II

ll

b
a

're@ftnu;,

'{ **;'e

ff:k
*nEtt

oriLYl--

n t

,
*.

-Jt
{"/'*t'

I

i Id
H \r

\ .T

a

Jr

.L

, 
tl

'l



Contract Salutes 25 Years of Best of Neocon@ Product lnnovation

best of

Celebrating its 25th year, the Best of Neocono competition honors new

commercial interiors products introduced to the contract furntshings

industry during NeoCono 2014. Sponsored by Contract, Merchandise
Mart Properties, lnc., McMorrowReport.com, llDA, and IFMA, the Best

of NeoCono features 43 product categories ranging from architectural
products to conference room furniture to workplace technologies. As

the Best of NeoCon@ celebrates a milestone anniversary, we recognize

the investment made in our industry by the contract furniture and

furnishings manufacturers. Each year, about 150 manufacturers enter
upwards of 350 new products into categories that reflect the variety of
product types we see at Neocono.

Approximately 50 jurors review the products in the three
days before NeoCono begins. In 2013, there were 360 entries, and

87 award winners. This year, there are 410 entries-the most ever.

New categories for 2014 are Architectural & Decorative Glass,

Collaborative Furniture Collections, Healthcare Solutions/Technology

Support. and Technology-lntegrated Solutions. All products that are

entered into the Best of NeoCon@ are available for viewing on

contract-network.com, where past winners can also be seen.

At Contract magazine, we witness a passion for product

design firsthand. We receive product previews from the industry for
months before NeoCon@. Activity on contract-network.com starts in

March, and we eagerly watch the product categories populate with
candidates to win the Best of NeoCono Gold or Silver Awards and
vie for Best of Competition.

My colleague Eileen McMorrow, the Best of NeoCono

competition director, has been associated wlth the program since
its inception. She networks year-round to develop the right blend of
interior designers, architects, and facilities managers to serve as lurors.
When I meet with design firm principals, they often volunteer to serve
on the lury or nomtnate staff designers. Best of NeoCon@ jurors are a

cross-section of our readers, from design firms such as HOK, lA lnterior

Architects, Perkins+Will, FRCH Design Wor dwide, NELSON, and

VOA Associates, among many others. North America's top corporations
and institutions are represented on the jury by facilities designers and

managers from companies such as Cisco, Nike, Physicians Mutual,

Princeton University, SAP America, Shell Canada, Sidley Austin, State
Farm, University of lvlichigan, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, and Wells Fargo, among other leaders. Some
jurors ask to revtew specific product categories that are appropriate
for projects meeting their expertise. That is a win for everyone. And, to
judge the six healthcare product categories, a team of healthcare
experts is assembled.

Manufacturers demonstrate their confidence in the competition
because Contracf has maintained its integraty over time. For 25 years,

the Best of NeoCono has provided exposure to manufacturers'
products in multiple ways, from contract-network.com, to recognition at
the Awards Breakfast, to signage in each entrant's Merchandise Mart
showroom and increased showroom traffrc during Neocono, to
coverage in Contract, both in print and online. lt's a formula for success

that we have refined to create the premier award in our industry.

By winning a Best of NeoCono award, the manufacturer's
investment in innovative product development is recognized. Further,
winning the Best of Competition means that all SO members of the jury

have reviewed it, and this honor is guaranteed to give the manufacturer
time in the spotlight. We urge our readers to take a close look at the
entrants on contract-network.com and in our May and June issues.

Enjoy NeoCono, and congratulations to all who are involved in 25
years ofthe Best of NeoCono!

Sincerely,

John Czarnecki, Assoc. AlA, Hon. llDA

Editor in Chief

2014

contract
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Special Events

Attendees and exhibitors are presented with an abundance of

networking opportunitres, from black tie parties to special evening

events, throughout NeoCono.

DIFFA/Chicago Believe 2014 The Crystal Ball

Date Saturday, June 7

Time Cocktail reception at 6:3O p.m.; dinner

and dancing until midnight

Location Navy Pier, Grand Ballroom;

600 E. Grand Ave.

RSVP 312.644.6412 or diffachicago.org

DIFFA/Chicago invites you to the DIFFA/Chicago

Believe 2014 Gala, The Crystal Ball, as it envisions a

world without AIDS. lndustry leaders and enthusiasts

from around the world will come together at this

multi-faceted black tie event for a glittering evening

of elegant dining, cocktails, dancing, and star-

studded performances. Luminaries can also look

forward to a live auction and raffle to benefit

Chicago-area service agencies that provide

assistance, education, and outreach to those living

with HIV/AIDS. The Crystal Ball promises to sparkle

and shine a light on what is possible in the future.

For more information, and to reserve your table or

tickets, call 312644.6412 or visit diffachicago.org.

COOL, llDA Black Tie Awards Celebration

Date Sunday, June 8

Time 7-11 p.m.

Location The Ritz Carlton Hotel

RSVP Email Aisha Williams at awilliams@iida.org

or visit iida.org/content.cf m/iida-cool-gala

llDA's annual NeoCon@ black tie gala celebration

is a special evening to honor the winners of two of

the most prestigious competitions in the interior

design profession: the 41st Annual Interior Design

Competitlon and the 22nd Annual Will Ching Design

Competition. Prominent international interior

designers and global design manufacturers gather

for an evening of cocktails, dinner, and dancing in

the Grand Ballroom of The Ritz Carlton Chicago to

celebrate the evening's award-winning design firms

and their outstanding projects.

2014 Best of NeoCono Award Winners'Breakfast

Date Monday, June 9

Time 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Location Renaissance Hotel,

l W.Wacker Drive

Fee S85.oo

The editor in chief of Contract magazine, John

Czarnecki, will announce the winners of the Best of

NeoCon@ competition while a digital presentation

features winning products by category. Winners will

accept their award certificates and signage among

industry peers. As part of each manufacturer's

commitment to Best of NeoCon@, the competition

sponsors expect that at least one company executive

attend the event, at which the winners in all

categories will be announced and notified for the first

time. Tickets to the Best of NeoCon@ Award Winners'

Breakfast can be purchased at contract-network.com

and will be available until a week before the event

(unless sold out).

best of

2014

Showroom Parties

Date Monday, June 9

Time 5-7 p.m.

Location Floors 3,10, and 11

The momentum of NeoCono will be in full swing

on Monday eveningl Showroom-hop on floors 3,

10, and 11 to see fabulous products, network, and

wine and dine with all your colleagues and friends

from the industry in select showrooms. A listing of

the NeoCon@ showrooms and exhibitors who will

be hosting a special event, an important guest,

hospitality, giveaways, and more will be available

at neocon.com.

lnterior Design Hip at NeoCon€ Awards Gala

Date Tuesday, June 10

Time 5-7 p.m.

Location The Merchandise Mart

Introducing lnterior Design HIP at NeoCon@. This

peer-voted competition will honor commercial

industry pioneers and achievement in design

solutions and product applications Winners will

be announced live.

6
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BIFMA Annual Membership Meeting

Date Wednesday, June 11

Time 7:15-245 a.m. breakfast;
7145-9:00 a.m. meeting
Location Holiday lnn Mart Plaza,

Wolf Point Ballroom (15th Floor)

Members of the Business and Institutional Furniture

Manufacturers Association (BIFMA) and invited

guests are encouraged to attend the association's

Annual Membership Meeting to hear the state-of-

the-industry and state-of-the-association reports.

By invitation only. For more information, contact

BIFMA at 616.285.3963 or visit bifma.org.

Special Exhibits

Not only will NeoCon@ showcase more than 700 manufacturers

representing hundreds of product lines, it will also display unique

exhibits and installations throughout The Merchandise lr/art, giving

you even more inspiration for your upcoming design projects.

BuzziSpace Lounge

Location The Merchandise Mart, East Pass Thru

Need a space to talk to a colleague, make a private

call, converse with a client in peace and quiet, or just

find a moment of relief from the NeoCono hubbub?

The BuzziSpace Lounge is the perfect destination

for you! A world of silence awaits you just around

the corner from the Starbucks by the Kinzie Wells

entrance. Also check out the new, revolutionary

BuzziVille concept and BuzziPicNic, a great indoor

collaborative workspotl

Casual for Contract-Outdoor Furnishings

Location The Merchandise Mart, Tth Floor

Looking for the perfect outdoor furniture for your

design project? Whether it's for a hotel, restaurant,

resort, outdoor office, contract, or residential space,

look no further than the outdoorhasual furnishings

showrooms at the Design Center at The Merchandise

Mart. Stop by the Casualfor Contract-Outdoor
Furnishings booth to see the latest in outdoor design

and speak with a variety of company representatives.

The Merchandise Mart is home to the largest

collection of outdoor furniture showrooms under one

rool so be sure to visit allthe participating companies

on floors 15 and'16.

Herman Miller Lounge

Location The Merchandise Mart, 1st Floor,

South Lobby

At Herman Miller, we begin with an understanding of
people and their needs. The South Lobby reflects this
human-centered focus. Plaza-like in its expression,

the design capitalizes on the highly trafficked nature

of the area, transformrng it into an open, welcoming

space where people can relax, catch up with friends,

debrief with claents and colleagues, and power their
devices. As a space that echoes our Living Office

concept, the South Lobby introduces the deeper

expression of our philosophy found in our showrooms

at Suites 318,321, and 330. Everyone is welcome.

Hospitality at NeoCon i

Location The Merchandise Mart, Tth and

8th Floors

NeoCon@ exhibitors on the 7th and 8th floors will

host special events, important guests, hospitality,

and giveaways. Listings will be updated weekly

at neocon.com.

Experience LuxeHome During NeoCon.

Location Boutique Special Events: June 9-11

Many of the boutiques at LuxeHome-the world's

largest collection of premier boutiques for home

building and renovation, located on the first floor

of The N/erchandise Mart-will host special events

during NeoCon@. These events include cocktail

receptions, book signings, chef tastings, product

introductions, open houses, and much more. For more

information on allthe events happening at LuxeHome

during NeoCono, visit luxehome.com.

LUXEH O M E

7contract NeoCon@ ldeabook 2014



HOWE

Location The Merchandise Mart,lst Floor,

North Lobby

HOWE is a strong internationalfurniture brand and

one of the pioneers within multi-usage and space-

saving design furniture for the contract market. For

more than 90 years, HOWE has been working closely

together with architects and designers in order to

create beautiful and functional environments with

a focus on well-being.

l{OTrtlrE

Seeyondo Architectural Solutions

Location The Merchandise Mart, North Lobby,

Booth 8-4078

See a spectacular floor-to-ceiling arch that
showcases the flexibility of cellular resin and is lit

with remote-controlled, programmable LED lighting.

This piece was made using a proprietary parametric-

design system: the Tess Specification Tool from

Seeyond. ln addition, two subsurface printed and

lighted Seeyond Wall Treatments accent the

escalator shafts toward the back of the North Lobby

space. Finally, two curved Mobile Walls from the new

Seeyond Select line will be featured. Bring us your

next specialty feature challenge and receive a free

design session. Visit us in booth 8-4078 and view

more Seeyond Select features, including a Tess demo.

See your imagination delivered at seeyond.com.

ldeaPaint

Location The Merchandise Mart, Tth Floor Display,

8th Floor,8-11O5

ldeaPaint invites you to think on your feetl Using our

signature dry-erase paint, we've converted a wall

on the 7th floor into an erasable canvas. We invite

attendees to join this collaborative forum to share

experiences and shout out favorite finds on our walls.

See what others have found inspiring and leave your

mark And don't forget to stop by booth 8-1105 to
learn more about what ldeaPaint has to offer.

a9
tdeopornt'"

SIXINCH

Location The Merchandise Mart,lst Floor, Kinzie

Wells Entrance, 7th Floor, 7-9058

SIXINCH-a global design leader headquartered in

Antwerp, Belgium, with manufacturing facilities in

North America-invites you to take a break at the

Kinzie Wells 1st floor entrance (northeast corner of

The lr/erchandise N/art). Outside, we will feature a

refreshing lounge area-a great place to meet friends

for lunch. lnside, experience our Louis llThrone Zone

as the backdrop for your group portrait or selfie.

SX r

The Mohawk Group

Location The Merchandise Mart, lst Floor,

Kinzie Wells Entrance

The Kinzie Street lobby is the busiest entrance to The

Ir,4erchandise Mart during NeoCon@, and it deserves

a floor that reflects that energy. lr,4ohawk Group is

'rethinking form'and exploring bold and unique

shapes likes chevrons, shards, planks, crushed forms,

and 3-D printing lntalled on the lobby floor will be

Breaking Form, [r,4ohawk's new modular plank carpet

designed in collaboration with lv4ac Stopa, founder of

Massive Design. To see the entire collection, visit the

lr4ohawk showroom on the third floor, space 377.

E Mohawk Group

"Flight" by Shaw Contract Group

Location The Merchandise Mart,
Center Pass Through

In public space, flooring serves as a third facade. Shaw Cgntract group"
Free of structural constraint, Flight creates movement

and defines space-places to walk, places to pause,

places to gather. We fold fractal geometry into

static, uncover pavers of ancient plazas, and explore

patterns created by how we move, articulating the

floor with grain and bold scale. Flight reinforces the

space, the structure, the architecture.

Wolf-Gordon "The Ribbon"

Location The Merchandise Mart,lst Floor,

North East Corridor

For the third yeat Wolf-Gordon presents a site-

specific lnstallation to animate the central core of
The lr/art during NeoCon@ and to showcase the

company's new offerings. Suspended above the

escalator between the first and second floors, Wolf-

Gordon's new assemblage is a group of sculptural

and colorful ribbons that twist and fold to give

show attendees a dynamic view of wallcovering

and upholstery textlles items. Wolf-Gordon's new

products can be viewed up close in showroom'lO-16"1

WolFGordon L
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Resources

At NeoCono, designers can take advantage of a variety of

resources to inspire them and improve their practices.

lnteriors & Sources Materials Pavilion

Location The Merchandise Mart,8th Floor,

Suite 8-213OA

The /nteriors & Sources Materials Pavilion is back and

bigger than everl To celebrate our 30th anniversary,

we've teamed up with local nonprofit Designs for

Dignity to design a global material experience

and educational exhibit covering 30 years of
material innovation. Join us at booth B-2130A and

find hundreds of material samples displayed side

by side, with details on their origin, makeup, and

recommended applications. That's 2,600 square feet

of innovation and inspiration, curated by the /nteriors

& Sources edrtorialteam and design historian and

materials specialist Grace Jeffers, and populated

with the help of Material lntelligence, an information

resource on surfacing solutions for designers

and fabricators.

at
3M Charging Station
Location The Merchandise Mart, Sth Floor,

Suite 8-5122

Recharge your mobile device and relax at the

3M charging lounge. Located on the 8th floor,

suite B-5122, the charging station features 3M's

latest lighting and surface products. Furniture

and upholstery courtesy of Stylex and Designtex
Architectural Markets

gur

BreakPoint Books

Location The Merchandise Mart,8th Floor,

Suite 7-1008

BreakPoint Books will be hosting an on-site bookstore

at NeoCon@. BreakPoint Books will carry titles

6uthored by the conference speakers, and will feature

titles on interior design, green building, architecture,

and much more. Stop by to browse and network

with other conference attendees at the NeoCon@

bookstore, brought to you by BreakPoint Books.

LUXEHOME

Location The Merchandise Mart,'lst Floor

LuxeHome is the world's largest collection of
premier boutiques for home building and renovation

LuxeHome is located on more than 120,000 square

feet of space on the first floor of The Merchandise

Mart. The 30-plus boutiques at LuxeHome offer

the finest products and brands for kitchen, bath,

flooring, appliances, tile, stone, hardware, lighting,

paint, custom window treatments, and more. During

NeoCono, visrt LuxeHome to experience new

boutiques, special events, product launches,

and cutting-edge trends. Visit luxehome.com.

LUXEHOME

f )'l

Design Center

Location Design Center Floors 6,14,15,16

The Design Center at The Merchandise Mart is

the world's largest resource for custom home

furnishings and interior design. More than 100

showrooms offer the finest lines and brands

available to interior design professionals. The

Design Center hosts luxury furniture, fabrics,

floor- and wallcoverings, lighting, outdoor and

casual furnishings, accessories, antiques, art, and

much more. The Design Center has gone through
a wonderfultransformation, resulting in four exquisite

floors dedicated to luxury design. Floors 6 and 14

host all home furnishings products, while floors 15

and 16 boast the largest array of outdoor and casual

furnishings under one rool Learn more about The

Design Center at merchandisemartdesigncenter.com.

DESIGN
p-*E)$[HS

Stephen Viscusi

Location The Merchandise Mart, Tth Floor,

suite 7-4014

This NeoCon@, leave Chicago with a firm plan for your

career future. For free, Stephen Viscusi and his team

of experts will review your rdsum6 and provide you

with the right tools to make yourself a marketable

candidate in the A&D community. Viscusi is the best-

selling author of two books on careers, as well as the
resident workplace expert on the Steye Harvey Show,

based in Chicago. Viscusi's honest and direct r6sumd

advice will help you get a raise or a better job. For the
free consultation, bring a hard copy of your r6sum6

and leave with a better one. For more information,

call 212.97957 O0; foliow @WorkplaceGuru on Twitter;

and visit viscusigroup.com.
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The Student Program is designed exclusively for

interior design and architecture students. Stop by and

gain real-world exposure to the professional world

of design through activities that bring you up close

and personalwith the industry's top manufacturers

and designers. Students may also visit the exhibits

on the 7th and Bth floors, in addition to visiting the

showrooms on floors 3,6, 10,'11, 14,'15, and 16. Visit

neocon.com for more details.

Seminar Discounts for Students
Take advantage of the opportunity to sit in on

a selection of NeoCon@'s continuing education
programs offered to industry professionals, and get

some big ideas of your own. As a student, attend

any one-hour CEU accredited program offered

Wednesday, June 
,11, 

from some of the top experts

in the industry, offered at a rate of $25.

Here's how:

. Visit seminar registration in the North Lobby of

The Merchandise Mart on Wednesday, June 1'1.

. Check availability for each seminar and register

on-site.
. Seating is limited-arrive early!

I
I

I

I
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Nearby Chicago
Art Galleries

Addington Gallery

704 N. Wells

Sculpture, Emerging

Andrew Bae Gallery

300 W. Superior

Fine Prints, Furniture and Decorative

Arts, Asian

Ann Nathan Gallery

212W. Superior

Folk/Native or Outsider, African or African

American, Ceramics, Scu lpture, Emerging,

Fiber Arts/Textiles

Carl Hammer Gallery

740 N.Wells

Folk/Native or Outsider, African or African

American, Sculpture, Emergi ng

Catherine Edelman Gallery

30O W. Superior

Photography, Emerging, Landscape,

N/ u lti-Med ia, Portra its/Portraitu re

David Weinberg Photography

3OO W. Superior, Ste.203
Abstraction, Photography

Echt Gallery

222W.Superior
GIass, Sculpture

Gruen Galleries

226W.Superior
Painting, Sculpture

Hilton I Asmus Contemporary

716 N. Wells

Photography, N/ulti-Media, Works on Paper

The blocks within walkrng distance just north of The trzlerchandise N/art in the

River North neighborhood have the highest concentration of art gallerres in

Chicago. Here is an alphabetical list of the River North galleries.

Jean Albano Gallery

215 W. Superior

Abstraction

Jennifer Norback Fine Art
217W. Huron

Abstraction, Chicago Scenes, lru'lodern

Contemporary Masters, Figurative

Josef Glimer Gallery, Ltd.

2OTW,Superior

Early 2Oth Century, Emerging,

N/odernism, Figurative

Judy A Saslow Gallery

3OO W. Superior

Folk/Native or Outsider, African or African

American, Jewelry, Sculpture, Emerging

Ken Saunders Gallery

230 W. Superior

Glass, Sculpture

Maya Polsky Gallery

215 W. Superior

Figurative, Russian

Perimeter Gallery

210 W. Superior

Abstraction, Fine Prints-Contemporary,

Ceramics, Sculpture, Fiber Arts/Textiles

Printworks
311W. Superior
Fine Prints-Contemporary, Photography,

Works on Paper, Artists'Books

Rangefinder Gallery at Tamarkin Camera

3OO W. Superior, Ste.2O2
Photography

Richard Norton Gallery

612 Merchandise Mart Plaza

Abstraction, I mpressionism, Modern

Contemporary Masters

Roy Boyd Gallery

739 N. Wells

Abstraction, Scul pture, Emerging

Russell Bowman Art Advisory
311 W. Superior, Ste.115

Folk/Native or Outsidet Modern

Contemporary Masters, Works on Paper

Schneider Gallery

230 W. Superior

Photography, Emerging

The Golden Triangle

330 N. Clark

Antiquities and Artifacts, Antiques,

Furniture and Decorative Arts, Asian

Vale Craft Gallery

230 W. Superior

Folk/Native or Outsider, Ceramics, Glass,

Jewelry, Fiber Arts/Textiles, Crafts

ZollalLieberman Gallery

325 W. Huron

Sculpture, Emerging

Zygman Voss Gallery

222W. Superior #1E

Surrealism, Abstraction, I mpressionism,

Landscape, Figurative, Works on Paper,

Old lVasters

contract NeoConr ldeabook 2014 11
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Chicago Art
and Architecture

The Windy City and its surrounding suburbs are teeming with great

art and architecture. Here is a small sampling of what to see and visit

during your trip to NeoCon@ 2014.

Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust

The legendary architect's home and studio in Oak

Park, lllinois, offers daily guided tours (advance

tickets recommended) of this Prairie Style residence,

which Wright occupied for the first 20 years of hrs

career. Another of Wright's works in this genre is

the Robie House, located on the University of

Chicago campus; this important building in

American architecture history offers tours
Thursday through Monday.

For more tour information, schedules, and ticket
prices, visit gowright.org.

Chicago Architecture Foundation

An excellent resource for learning about both old and

new architecture in the city, the Chicago Architecture
Foundation hosts a series of exhibitions, programs,

and tours. Among the most popular offerings is the

foundation's architecture river cruise, which provides

an overview of historic and modern architectural

styles and the designers behind them.

The Farnsworth House Plus tour steers offthe
beaten path to visit lv'lies van der Rohe's Farnsworth

House in rural Plano, lllinois. The full-day excursion

departs from downtown Chicago via luxury bus,

passes by other van der Rohe works*such as 860
and BB0 North Lake Shore Drive, the campus of the
lllinois lnstitute of Technology, and Crown Hall-and
includes a buffet lunch en route.

And while many Chicago visitors have already

walked through lvlillennium Park, the lr,/illennium

Park Revealed walking tour offers more insaght into

how the architects, artists, and engineers-including
Frank Gehry and Anish Kapoor-collaborated wlth

the city to transform a railway and parking lot into the
world's largest roof garden.

For more tour information, schedules, and ticket
prices, visit architecture.org.

't2 Neoconq ldoabook 2O14 contractdesign.com

{,I

It

tI
t



The Art lnstitute of Chicago

1r

s

Museum of Contemporary Art

7

6

a
7

The institute's department of architecture and

design presents "Chicagoisms," which surveys the

city's rich urban history and explores its evolution

and development. Nine contemporary architects-
Bureau Spectacular, DOGMA, MVDRV Organization

for Permanent Modernity, PORT, Sam Jacob,

UrbanLab, Weathers, and WW-were invited to
investigate and interpret five "Chicagoisms" outlined

in the book Chicagolsms: The City as Catalyst for

Architectural Speculation.T he architects created

architectural models with corresponding manifestos

that reinterpret Chicago's urban principles through

a contemporary and global lens. The models are

juxtaposed with historical photographs provided

by the Chicago History Museum.

For more informatron, visit artic.edu.

Chicago Archit*ture Foundation: Farnsworth House, 1951,

by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe ('l). A river cruis aboard Chicago's
First Lady O). Cloud G8te,2006, by Anish Kapoor, Millennium
Park (3). Art lnstitute of ChiBgo; lnstallation views of

'Chicagoisms" at the Art lnstitute of Chicago, April 5, 2014-
January 4, 2015 (4) and (5). Alexander Calder, Chat-mobire
(Cat Mobire), 1966, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago,

-

The city of Chicago played an important role to the

development of Alexander Calder's career, so it is

fitting that the Museum of Contemporary Art (lr/CA)

Chicago would feature its collection of his work in an

exhibition titled, "MCA DNA: Alexander Calder." The

exhibition includes works spanning Calder's So-year

career-from mobiles to stabiles to works on paper-
and explores his interest in form, balance, color,

and movement. A theme explored in the exhibition

is Calder's use of found objects in his work. While

much of his work is made from sheet metal, when his
preferred material became scarce during World War ll

he salvaged materials such as broken glass, beer and

coffee cans, and wire from his studio.

For more information, visit mcachicago.org.

the Lsnard and Ruth Horwich Family Loan, .o 2013 Calder
Foundation, New York/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.
Photo: Nathan Keay, O MCA Chicago (6). Alexander Calder, Elue
Among Yellow and Red,1963. Museum of Contemporary Art
Chi€go, the Lsnard and Ruth Horwich Family Loan, O 2013

Cslder Foundation, New York/Artists Rights Society (ARS),

New York. Photo: Nathan Ke8y, O MCA Chicago O).

,
-

,
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Exhibitor Listings

1 ReSource lnc.

2/90 Sign Systems
20-20 Technologies lnc.

3form lnc.

3M Architectural Markets
9to5 Seating

A
Abet, lnc.

Acehinge Tech Co., Ltd.
Aceray LLC
AcoustiCAP
aircharge by ergo
AIS

Allermuir
Allied Sundar Corporation
Allsteel
American Biltrite
American Express OPEN

American Seating
Andreu World Chicago
Anji Hengsheng Home Furniture Co., Ltd.
Anji Hetian Furniture Co., Ltd.

Anji Shengxing Office Furniture Co., Ltd.
An.li Tianwei Steel and Plastic Products

Co., Ltd.
Anji Yunsheng Chairs Factory
Apavisa Porcelanico S.L.

APCO Sign Systems
AOUAFIL USA
Arborite
Arc-Com Fabrics
Arcadia
Architex
Area Environments
Arenko Co., Ltd.
ARPA USA
Arper
Artcobell
Arteriors Contract
Asahi Kasei Plastics North America, lnc.

ASID
ASIS Furniture Co., Ltd.
asona-usa
Atdec
ATEC international team Co., Ltd.
ATLANTIC
Atlas Carpet Mills
Atlas Headrest
Atlas Sound
AVTEQ, lnc.

B

Baker Manufacturing, lnc.

Balt
Barazin
Base King LLC
BBF

BEAUFURN LLC
Beijing Ofmart Furniture Co., Ltd.
Bend Goods
Benjamin Moore
Bentley Prince Street
Bernhardt

Best Rite
BIFMA
BioFit Engineered Products
Biya Furniture
BOLD Furniture
BOLON

Bolyu
Booil Safes Co., Ltd.
Borgo Contract Seating
Boss Office Products, lnc.

Bradford Systems
Breakpoint Books
Brentano
Bretford
Business lnteriors By Staples
BuzziSpace

CHAMPION MANUFACTURING, INC.

Changzhou Tianan NiKoda Electronic
Co., Ltd.

Chemetal
Chen-Source, lnc.

Chilewich
Choice lndustrres Corp.
CHRISTIE
Chromcraft Contract Furniture
Chueng Shine Co., Ltd.
Claridge Products

Clarus Glassboards
co.fe.mo. industrie S.r.l.

Coalesse
Comp Sit, lnc.

COMPATICO, INC.

Compel Office Furniture
Concertex
Configura, lnc.

Conneaut Leather
ConSet America
Construction Specialties, lnc.

Contour Design, lnc.

CONTRACT
Core Business System
Corning, lnc.

CP Furniture Systems
Crossville, lnc.

CUSP International Associates, lnc.

Duoback Korea Co., Ltd.
DuPont Sorona
Dynasound, lnc. (Soundmasking +

Eavesdropping Protection Divisions)
Dyson

E

E]2
Eastern Global Corporation
ECA - Electri-Cable Assemblies
ECi DDMS & TeamDesign
Eclectic Contract Furniture lndustries, lnc.

Eco One Holdings Limited
Edelman Leather
Egan Visual
Ekitta
Elan

emuamericas, llc

Encore Seating
Enwork
EOC

EOS Light Panel Systems
ESI Ergonomic Solutions
Essepieffe

Essepieffe ltalia SRL

Eugene Stoltzfus Furniture Design
Eurotech Seating
Eva Fong Shades Co., LTD.

Evolve Furniture Group
Exemplis

F

Falcon
FERRO

Finium
Fire Farm Lighting
First Office
Fitness Cubed LLC
FLEXCO
Flexfab, lnc.

Flexsteel Industries, lnc.

Florida Tile
Florim Ceramiche spa

Florim USA
Fluidconcepts & Design, lnc.

Focal Upright Furniture
Forbo Flooring Systems
Foshan Zhongmeng Shengye Furniture

Co., Ltd.
FreeAxez, LLC
Freedman Chair
FreeFit Floors

NeoCon@ will showcase more than 7OO exhibitors representing everything and anything for

commercial and residential interrors, occupying more than one million square feet within

The Merchandise tr/art.

The following is a list of exhibitors known as of the first week of May. Check neocon.com/

exhibitorlisting for the most up-to-date list.

c
C. Curvati
C. Curvatr s.r,l.

C. R. Laurence Co., lnc.

Cabot Wrenn

Caesar Ceramics
CaesarStone
Calligaris USA
Cambridge Sound Management
Camira fabrics
Campbell Contract
Cape Furniture
CardConnect
Carnegie Fabrics
Carolina
Cartasan
Carvart
Casca
CBC Flooring

Century Tile Distributors
Ceres PVC Free Flooring
Cerno
CF Group
cf stinson

D

D.L. Couch Wallcovering
Da Xiong Furniture Manufacturing Co.,

Ltd.
DACASSO
DAEHA Co, LTD.

DARRAN Furniture lndustries, lnc.

Dauphin North America
Davies Office Refurbishing
Davis Furniture
Dawon Chair's Co., Ltd.

Decca Contract
DesignTex
DeskMakers, lnc.

Devine Color
Dickson-Summit lnternational Flooring
Diemmebi S,p.A.

DMI Office Furniture

Dongguan Kentec Office Seating Co., Ltd.
Doug Mockett & Co.

Dreamwalls Glass

DuChateau Floors/Ernest Hemingway
DUKSUNG Co., Ltd.
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Freeway Design
FurnitureLab
FURSYS GROUP

G
Garrett Leather Corp.
Geiger
General Glass International
Ghent

Ghent/VividBoard
Glass Association of North America

Global
Grand Entrance

Grand Rapids Chair
Great American Art
Green Hides Leather Studio
Gressco
Grosfillex, lnc.

Gross Stabil Corp.

Group Dekko

Groupe Lacasse
Groupe Lacasse Healthcare

GSky Living Walls & Plant Systems
Guangzhou Jin-Hua-Mei Arts & Crafts

Co., Ltd.
Guilford of Main
Gunlocke

H
Halcon
Hale Manufacturing Company
Halo Floors

Halstead Ceilings & Walls

Hangzhou DeChang Hardware &

Furniture Co./Racing Champ Exh.

Harden Contract
Hardwoods of Wisconsin
Hardwoods Specialty Products - Echo

Wood
Harrington College of Design
Harvest Link lnternational Pte., Ltd.
Haworth Health Envoirnments
Haworth, lnc.

HBF & HBF Textiles
Hekman Contract
Heller
Herman Miller
Herman tr/iller Healthcare
Highgrade Tech. Co., Ltd.
HighMark
Hirsh lndustries
Holland Bar Stool
Holmris US
HON
Hong Kong Gao Pin Furniture, Ltd.
Hookay Office Furniture Co., Ltd.
HPFI

Hsin Chernq Enterprise Co., Ltd.
Humanscale Corporation

I

ICF Group
I DEAL Manufacturing, lnc.
ldeaPaint

IIDA

IMARC S.p.A.

lmola Ceramica
lndelval Rubber Floors
lndiana Furniture
lnfinity Fabrics

lnfinium Wall System
INNOVANT
lnnovative Office Products
lnscape
INSTALL

lntectural
lntegra
lntensa

lnterface
lnterior Design Society
lnterors & Sources Magazine
lnterlam Corporation
lnwood Office lnvironments
IOPC Modular Millwork
IOU JIA lndustrial Co, Ltd.
lSE, lnc.

lsland Stone
lsotech Products, lnc.

ITOKI Corporation
IVARS USA
izzy+

J
J+J/lnvision
JANUS et Cie
Jasper GrouplSl /Community
Jenp-Jou Enterprise Co, LTD.

Jia Xie Enterprise Co., Ltd.
Jiangmen Fuhemei Furniture Co., Ltd.
Jiangsu Beier Decoration Materials Co.,

Ltd.
Jiaxing Jinmao Aluminum Co., Ltd.
JNM Furniture Mfg Co., Ltd./Racing

Champ HK
Joel Berman Glass Studios
Johnsonite
JRB Studio
Jungsan Metal System

K

Karndean Designflooring
KD Electrical
Keilhauer
Kelly's Hickory Furniture
Kent Office System Furniture Co., Ltd.
KFI Seating
Khameleon Software
KI

Kinetex / J&J Flooring Group
Knit Masters LLC
Knoll
Knri Healthcare Furniture
Koncept Technologies, lnc.

Korea Gas Spring Co., Ltd.
Kravetcontract Fa brics
Krug

L

L.l.M.A. snc
Lamin-Art
Lant Gas Cylinders
LaZBoy Contract Furniture
LDI Corporation
Lehmann Vertriebsgesellschaft mbH &

Co. KG

Leland lnternational
Les Jardins
Lesro Industries

LG Hausys

LIAT
LifeSpan

Light Corporation
LINAK
Linea ltalia

Loewenstein
LOFTwall

LOGICDATA GmbH
LogiSon Acoustic Network
Lonseal Flooring
LSI Floors

Lumicor
Luna Textiles
Luo Yang Muyuan lmport & Export Co.,

Ltd.
LUOYANG LIANHUA IMPORT & EXPORT

/ Racing Champ Exh

Luoyang Shidu lmport
LUX by Mighty Bright
LUXO

M
Maars Living Walls
Magnuson Group
Maharam
MAI

Mannington Commercial
MAPEI Corporation
Maratti Furniture Co., Ltd. Shanghai
Marshall Furniture, lnc.

Martin Brattrud/Ekitta/Nessen Lighting
Masland Contract
Master Coating Technologies
Master Group Asia, Ltd.
lvlaterialicious & Surface and Panel

Magazine
N,4atrex - A Leggett & Platt Company/

Knitmasters

Mayer Fabrics
Mayline Group
MDC Wallcoverings
MechoSystems, lnc.
Mecplast
MECPLAST S.r.L.

Meganite Solid Surfaces
MegaPrint, lnc.

Metroflor Corp
Middle Atlantic Products
Milliken
Modist Furnishings

Mohawk Group
molo
Momentum Group
Moore & Giles, lnc.

Mooreco, lnc. dba Balt and Best Rite

Mosaico Digitale
Murals Your Way
Muyuan l/E Company

N

National Lighting Corp.
Natuzzi Group
NCIDO Examination
Nemschoff
Neutral Posture
Newspec
Nienkamper
Nightingale Corp.

Ningbo Aoke Office Equipment Co., Ltd.
Norix Group, lnc.

NSF lnternational
Nucraft Furniture Co.

o
Ode Creative
ofcdesk, llc
Office Mastel lnc.

Office Star Products

Officekeys.ca
OFFICES TO GO

OFM, lnc.

OFS

OFS Brands
Okamura Corp.

Olde Savannah Flooring
Opalum USA
ORCCO Furniture Co/Racing Champ

Exhibitions
OW Lee Co.

P

PacifiCrest

Palmer Hamilton
Paoli

Parish Shades, A Subsidiary of Parish
Editions

Parterre Flooring Systems
Patcraft
Patra
Paul Brayton Designs
Perfect Furniture Co., Ltd
Peter Pepper Products
Pilkington North America
Pink Cloud
Pollmeier Flooring
Polytronix
Portable Partitions
PPG Architectural Coatings
Preferred Finishing, Inc.

Preferred Finishing, Inc./Firewall Barriers
Presentia
Prestige Mills
Prismatique Designs, Ltd.
ProlectMatrix
PS Furniture
Pulse Design

o
Oianglong Furniture Co., Ltd
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R

Radford University-MFA Desrgn

Thinking/Graduate Education
raynorcontract
RealForm Technologies
Reclaimed Table

Regency Seating
RESINITE

Richelieu ergo
Richlite Corporation
RightAngle Products/K & A

Manufacturing
Rigidized lVetals Corporation
Risewell lndustry., Ltd.
Riviera

Robert Allen Contract
Roppe Corporation
Rouillard
RPC Software, LLC
RUDNICK
Ruentex lndustries Limited
Rustbelt Reclamation

Stylex
Summer Classics
Sunbrella Contract
Sung Yong Co., Ltd.
Sunnix HK Furniture Co., Ltd.
SurfaceWorks

Symbiote, Inc.

Wintex Co., Ltd.

Wolf-Gordon/Vescom
Woodsnap
WorkRite Ergonomics
Wrought Enterprise Co, LTD

x
XStone Surfaces

Y
Yao I Fabric Co., Ltd.

Yongtai Hardware & Plastic Co., Ltd
Yu Cai Holding Group Co, Ltd.

z
Zerocaster
Zhejiang Henglin Chairs lndustry Co., Ltd.
Zhelang Jiecang Linear Motion

Technology Co., Ltd.
Zhejiang Sunon Furniture Mfg

s
SAFCO Products Company
Salto Floors

Samhongsa Co., Ltd.
Sandler Seating/Tonon
Sandusky Lee Corporation
santa Margherita

SBFI

Scale 1l Office Furniture
Schluter Systems
Scholar Craft Products, lnc.

Schwinn Hardware, lnc.

Sedia Systems
Seeyond Architectual Solutions
Senosan GmbH
Seradex, Inc.

Shaw Contract Group
Shen Hua Metal Corp
Sherwin-Williams Company
SlS, USA lnc.

Sitmatic
SIXINCH
SketchUp
SKYFOLD
Smith Graphics, Inc.

Smith McDonald Corp.
Smith System
SOKOA

Source lnternational
Source One Digital
Spacesaver
Spec Furniture
Spinneybeck I FilzFelt

Stabilus, lnc.

Stance Healthcare

Steelcase
Steelcase Education Solutions
Stevens lndustries, lnc.

Stilles Furniture

Stimex Boutique, lnc.

Stir
StonePeak Ceramics, lnc.

Stop Spot LLC

Studio Q Furniture

T
Takeform
Tana-Tex, lnc.

Tandus

Tandus Centiva
Tate Access Floor, lnc.

Taylor Seating, Inc.

Taylor Studios
TCT Nanotec
TECview Group Co., Ltd.
Teknion

The Green Building lnitative
The Marvel Group, lnc.

The Raynor Group
The Sliding Door Company, lnc
The Viscusi Group
Thos. Moser Contract
Three H
Tian Shwu Co., Ltd.
Tiger Leather
TiMOTION USA
TMC Furniture, Inc.

Toli lnternational
Totally Carpet
Treefrog Veneer
Trendelkamp L.P.

Trinity Furniture, Inc.

TriTeq Lock & Security
True Textiles
Tuohy
TUUCI

U

Universal Fibers

UPOFLOOR
USF Contract
USG Corporation

V
Valley Design
Vanerum Stelter
Vantex International Co., Ltd.
Versteel
Vescom America, lnc.

VIA lnc.

Vrctoria + Kane

Virco, lnc.

Vitra
VividBoard
Vivreau Advanced Water Systems
VS America

w
Waddell Furniture
Whitney Brothers
Wieland Healthcare

Wilkhahn
Willow Tex
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"awi nl"
That's what you could be saying at NeoCon"

when Contract and our sponsors give away a new iPad Air every hour. at the show.

1 1:30 p.m

12:00 p.m

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

Beautiful design - in the latest iPad Air - and at NeoCon 2014.

How you can enter to win: Subscribe to Contract's digital edition and/or register at the participating showrooms

during NeoCon. Go to omeda.com/ncon and subscribe or renew your subscription today! lf you are already

a Contract subscriber, you must resubscribe between April 15 and June 1 ,2014 to be eligible for the drawing.

Stay tuned to Contract throughout NeoCon on contractdesign.com, and on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

Must be present to win. No purchase necessary. Exhibitors are not eligible to enter. Limit: one win per person.

(Participating showrooms listed are as of h4ay 2014.)

eBO gU f$ocerov' Allcmruir Andreu tvortd
Sigd Sysfs*s Architectural Markets

,A@UlAFllLLi$r3ffi or@dio KEncore e6LYti' DAVIS"
ptefriufr catpet f ibres

FALC@N" ltltggl0' $ K *.,.,o,." krug ySNUU-G.r9^\

EMAvERFARRIS: EtVohawkGroup Y?yEryTYY $eelCaSe'

"iWinl" Schedule Monday, June 9

1 1:00 a.m. Davis, 3-1.15

Steelcase Health, 3-i 00

Kt, 11-1 181

Aquafil, 1 1-1 07

Keilhauer,3-373
Allermuir, 3-123

Andreu World, 10-132

Falcon, 11-1 1'l

Bolyu, 11-1 167

Mayer Fabrics, 10-128

"iWin!" Schedule Tuesday, June 10

10:00 a.m. Momentum, i 1-'106

I 1:00 a.m. Arcadia/Encore, 3-340

1 1:30 p.m. Krug, 3-333
'12:00 p.m. 2/90 Systems, 8-4062

1:00 p.m. Aceray, T-4030

2:00 p.m. lntegra, 10-140

2:30 p.m. Mohawk Group, 3-377

3:00 p.m. 3M Architectural Products, 8-51 22

4:00 p.m. Mannington Commercial, 10-1039

-BASED ON SHOWRAAM PARTICIPATION.
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rnsprratlons
recognizing social responsibility in commercial interiors

o
a o o

O o Crrnf;ncl lnspirations celebrates the

commercial design community's

leadership role in furthering global

efforts for social responsibility.

Through the continuing support of

Tandus I Centiva, the top honoree

will receive a 55,000 grant to the

cause which their inspirational

work supported.

Eo
oI'f
tI
-

o

o
Contreot lnspirations recog nizes

socially responsible design in

commercial architecture-using

design and/or design skills to improve

the quality of life for those in need.

o
o
oI
oErI
!)tIO

o

o Join Gontrac{ in Chicago to
kickoff NeoCon 2O14 with the

unveiling of our lnspirations

Awards. Celebrate our 
O

industry's socially I
responsable works in style. J

Last year's Awards Grants

include TOMS Shoes by Shimoda

Design Group; Partners in

Health/Rwanda, by MASS Design

Group; and Honorable Mention

projects by The Design Alliance

Architects, Gensler Chicago, Gensler

Dallas and Colkitt & Co.

Go to inspirationgcontrac{design.com

to learn more about these lnspirations

Award recipients.

o Meet the 2Ol4 panel ol jurorc:

o ffi

o
(L to R) Katherine Demstadt, AlA, Founder ; d
Principal of Latent Design, Chicago. Kim ltcngr.
llDA, lnterior Design Director at granum e;:
Philadelphia. Paut LeBrant, llDA, Directcr ;'i
lnterior Design at GSC Architects, Austin, i o as.

aweld3 announeement & ctlebratlon:
sunday, fune 8, zUlhrl:oop.m. untll 5:3op.m.

chlcago mcrchendise matt,3rd floor showroom 391

o
o

o
Tandus I Centiva

A Tarkett Company



YOLJR FEET DESTRVT

SPECIAL TREATAAEI\T
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Even when you love your iob, spending
this much time on your feet con be o reol
poin. And thot high-end footweor con
only do so much. But we don't think your
shoes ore the only onswer. Next time you

tolk obout long-term focility plons, osk
for comfortoble, ergonomic moteriols
like noro@ flooring. When you work this

hord, your body deserves o l;ttle eose.

You con moke o big difference when people listen

Tolk to us of www.noro.com,/us/comfort5 m rCI-
Select No. 61 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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The lmagine Collection
lnspired by global design, suitable for both indoor and outdoor environments with versatility
and vibrance. lmagine features Sunbrella" Contract solution-dyed yarns offering exceptional
UV performance and bleach cleanability with a remarkably soft hand. The collection includes
Defiance,'a new innovative antimicrobial. Made in the U.S.A.
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Truly custom installations of LVT are now possible, with the Amtico Collection from Mannington

Commercial. lf you can imagine it, we can create it in a wide variety of styles. And because it's made

in the USA by a company deeply committed to quality American manufacturing, you know

it will be delivered with exceptional service - on time, every time.
MANNINGTONCOMMERCIAL,COM I NEOCON SHOWROOM'IO.1O39

Select No, 8 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Better ways to make things happen

MIVI.INE.
WWW.MAYLINE.COM
1-800-822-8037
Work Your Way.
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!n this issue, we feature six diverse office interiors. Modern workplaces can occupy a variety of
structures, such as a renovated warehouse for Minneapolis ad agency olson (page 9g) and a custom-
built office modeled on pre-fab technology for a Silicon Valley venture capital firm (page 12g). Office
design makes a bold statement in the unexpectedty bright interiors of Capitat one Labs in San
Francisco (above and page 112), and cetebrates raw building etements, such as in the expansive office
of clothing company Li & Fung Global Brands Group in New York (page 122).FromEurope, we present
two workplaces designed to fit the clients'work stytes: a casual atmosphere within an industriat
shed for the nonprofit Surfrider Foundation Europe (page 118) in Biarritz, France, and a more
formal, elegant interior for an innovative taw practice, BarentsKrans (page 106) in The Hague.
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Gensler designs a Minneapolis ad agency offlce
that celebrates historical and modern craft

By JoAnn Greco

Photography by

Peter Sieger

After a recent merger, Olson, a Minneapolis-based marketing agency
that has created everything from social media campaigns for Oscar
N,4eyer to rewards programs for L'Or6al, found itself bursting at
the seams. lts 375 employees were scattered over two locations,
and teams-organized by disciplines such as public relations and
database analytrcs-were often separated. ,,We 

were feeling
increasingly fragmented," says Sue Williams, Olson,s director
of operations. "We just had to come together.,'

They came together in a new office designed by Gensler within
a building that is intrjcately linked to the robust manufacturing heritage
of the lr/idwest. Built in'1912 as a verticalassembly plant and showroom
for Ford Motor Company, The Ford Center is listed on the Nataonal
Register of Historic Places as part of the Minneapolis Warehouse
Historic District, and it boasts high ceilings and large windows_assets
that helped its renovation and adaptive reuse by developer Union
Properties earn LEED Gold status. Starting from scratch in this building,
which is in a vibrant area adjacent to downtown and the l/lrnnesota

Twins Target Field, sent a powerful signal. As one of the top l0
independent, full service agencies in North America, Olson had
moved to the "national stage," observes Bill Lyons, principal and
managing director of Gensler's Minneapolis office. 

,,This building
was charged with serving as a symbol of that growth.,,

Connecting to history
For the most part, the historicity of the property was a plus. ,,lt,s 

such
a unique building with huge floorplates,,' Lyons says.,,lt was perfect
for a creative tenant like Olson." Because the interior was an empty
shell, the Gensler team could define everything from bottom to top,
beginning wlth the installation of reclaimed oak flooring-milled
from logs found at the bottom of Lake Superior-and contrnuing
wjth the Corten steel d jviders that weave thejr way through the
space to separate function areas. "We tried to root all of the
materials in the industrial qualitjes that are so important to
the building s history," Lyons says
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Anodized aluminum tubes

re-create the firm's logo behind

the reception desk (above),

of pixelation. Steelcase

demountable walls (left)

and workstations help Olson

achieve maximum flexibility

components, and mix easily

with vintage f urnishings.
on the sixth floor, there is a

green screen (opposite, top)
and voiceover booth. color
palettes vary by floor
(opposite, bottom).
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Gensler developed a visual metaphor to make the firm whole
and elevate the company's stature.,,The driver was that Olson makes
connections. So what better connector is there than a staircase?,,
Lyons says. This key insertion-linking the l25,OOO total square feet
from the seventh floor through the tenth floor, plus a small portion of
the sixth floor-allows employees to easily get to other floors as well
as giving them new ways of seeing each other at work. Hundreds of
variously sized, wall-mounted mirrors adorn the walls surrounding the
suspended staircase, creating a shimmering fun_house effect.
Offering partial glimpses and off-kilter experrences, the mirrors
represent the as-yet-unrmagined connections that emerge from

Olson

Architect Gensler

Client Olson

Where Minneapolis

Cost,rsf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source
list. see page'162 or

visit contractdesign.com.

collaboratrve work," says Betsy Vohs, senior associate at Gensler.
The landings each "act as a nexus," she continues.,,We planted
different amenities on different floors to pull people throughout
the entire agency."

Color-coded floors and gathering spaces
Each floor has its own lounge area and espresso bar;two floors
also feature wine bars, while another accommodates the company.s
lunchroom. Each floor ls differentiated by individual color palettes,
including hues of orange, red, blue, and gray. These colors turn
up everywhere, from the string art installations that serve as floor

-
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feet on five floors
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wine bars, located on

the eighth and tenth floors
(shown here), allow statf

to mix work 8nd plsy.
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Key Design Highlights

A new staircase connects all

floors of the otfice and creates

opportunities for sPontaneous

interactions between staff.

Vintage furnishings mix with

modern f urniture sYstems

for an effect that befits a

creative company.

From bars to branding rooms,

statf can meet ln a variety of

informal spaces.

Graphics painted on the ceilings

of the elevator Lobbies, when

viewed together from outside,

form a clever branding device.

uffi
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A long white oak table,

brown leather chairs, and

a wallcovering made from

recycled newspapers define

the tenth floor conference

room (above). Gensler added

the distinctive ceiling baffles

to ensure privacy and to
compensate for the high

ceilings. George Nelson

Bubble Lamp pendants
(right) hang above wood

tables in a dining area' b
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Preservation rules preclude
altering the building's exterior,
so Gensler devised a clever
interior branding device, To

those waiting for elevators, the
bright red elements painted on
the ceilings (middle left) read
as sensuous swoops and bold
brackets; but taken as a whole
from outside, they merge to
form the name Olson (top left).
Gensler commissioned a local
fabric artist to fashion string
art installations that serve as

floor markers (bottom two).
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Tenth Floor Plan 1 Entry

2 Open officearea
3 Lounge
4 Conference room
5 Pantry/bar
6 DJ spin table
7 Office
8 Library

number markers, to the patterns ofthe custom sofas, to the
Gensler-created graphics in the small project rooms.

The number of informal gathering spaces and the variety of
conference rooms-from brand rooms that seat six to elght people
to the large pitch room that can seat up to 4o-is a key component
of the design. "We wanted as many opportunitjes as possible for the
exchange of ideas," Williams says. "When we were spread out and
tight for space, everything had to be planned in advance. Now we
have a lot more chances to spontaneously meet, and to see work
in progress." ln the brand rooms, for instance, work is often pinned
up or outlined on whiteboards so that meetings can start, stop,
and then contjnue easily.

Most employees work in the open at Steelcase benching desks,
while the 50 or so executive offices are entirely demountable. The
connections to local history, though, are evident with interior elements
that include everything from original art to found lamps to small vintage
machine pieces set on reclaimed wood blocks. The idea of craft-of
making things-is a strand that runs from the building,s heritage to
the modern workmanship of Olson. c
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BarentsKrans
Hofman Duj ardin Architects transforms
an offlce block into an open, bright
headquarters for a Dutch law fi.rm

li/ichiel Hofman, co-principal of Hofman Dujardin Architects, has

a simple take on the interiors his Amsterdam firm creates for its private

and government clients: "We don't want to overpower people with

design; it should just work well and feel good," he says. "The clients

should even have the idea they could have done it themselves." That

commonsense approach won the firm the commission to transform

a four-story 1950s office block in The Hague into a new, light, and

airy headquarters for the prestigious BarentsKrans law firm.

Letting light in

The 56,000-square-foot building had previously been leased by the

Ir,4inistry of Justice and contained a warren of offices divided by two

central light wells. As Hofman recalls, the light wells "were the oniy

distinctive feature of the buildino, but they were sealed off and looked

awful. We saw the potential to open them up and connect them."

The architects called for turning the light wells into atriums

surrounded by balconies on the three upper ievels. That simple move

gave the building a heart. provided abundant natural light, and fulfilled

the ciient's goal of bringing all 
.150 

employees together, centrally. One

of the atriums contains a library with long worktables and bookshelves;

the other serves as a coffee bar with high stools for staff and visitors.

This area hosts happy hours on Friday evenings, encouraging a mrx

of work and play.

"We needed far more space for seminars, business events, and

social interaction," says Cosima Stroeve, BarentsKrans's director of
operations. "We wanted a fresh look with a warm, friendly feel."

The welcoming tone of the office is set by the elliptical, light-oak
reception desk inside the entry, and the dramatic black steel staircase

that spirals up to the fifth-level penthouse. Hofman calls this helix "the

DNA of the building" and justified the cost and difficulty of installation

by exp aining to the client that it would ensure the central meeting

areas were fuliy used. He was proved right: Most BarentsKrans

employees prefer this vertical link to the elevators and conventional
staircases at the front and back of the building.

The low ceilinged reception area is furnished with Vitra

sofas and a changing selection of art rented from a private gallery,

By l',/ichael Webb

Photography by

Matthijs van Roon

and serves as a portal to the soaring volumes on either side. "ln

architecture, there are four things people are looking for" Hofman

says. "They need to breathe, so there has to be air and light; they crave

protection and quietness; they want to be in touch, and, on occasion, to
be surprised. They constantly seek a balance of these four elements."

Open plan versus private offices

When designing space for a respected law firm, the challenge is

to balance innovation and legacy-without mistaking legacy for

stodginess. "We tossed tradition into a ravine," Stroeve says. "What

matters to us rs that the office works as well as it looks." Hofman was

surprised to discover that older staff members were in favor of an open

plan that would encourage people to work in teams, while the younger

lawyers were looking for the status of a private off ice.

After much discussion, it was agreed that partners would have

individual, glass-fronted rooms to achieve a mix of transparency and

enclosure, and associates would share a double. Each was invited to

choose chairs, finishes, lamps, and colors from a menu the architects

comprled. and to make their own choice of art. Clerical staff members

work in flexible workstations. "l would have welcomed more diversity,

but the client wanted rooms that would work for new partners when

the old ones left," Hofman says.

The neutraltones of the walls and marbie floors are warmed by

the extensive use of oak and other natural woods, especially at the core,

and upholstery adds splashes of bright color. Bands of acoustic plaster

and perforated ceilings absorb sound in the atriums and open meeting

areas. There is an easy flow of space up and across, so that users feel

they are moving through one expansive cocoon, sheltered from the
elements but open to the sky. c

contract



BarentsKrans

Architect Hofman Dujardin
Architects

Client BarentsKrans

Where The Hague, Netherlands

What 56,000 total square

feet on five floors

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source

list, see page 162 or

visit contractdesign.com.

Key Design Highlights

Two atriums provide both natural

light and a central gathering

p ace for employees.

A helix staircase connecting

all levels also serves as a

dramat c focal point.

The material palette is neutral

and inc udes natura wood.

marble, and acoustic plaster.

A m x of open and glass-

enclosed workspaces offers

a compromise between
generational preferences.

The building (left, top) had
previously housed a series

o{ offices for the Ministry o{

Justice. A circular reception
desk (left, middle) is centered
within the expansive lobby.

Spaces adjoining the atriums
(left, bottom) are either
glass-fronted or open with
balconies. Long worktables
and bookshelves Ere located

on the ground floor within
each atrium (opposite)"

108 contractdesign.com MAY 2014
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A helix-shaped staircase
(opposite two) made of

all floors. Built-in banquettes
(above), as well as tables
placed in open areas
overlooking the atriums
(right), ofler alternatives to
traditional meeting rooms.
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By Lydia Lee

Photography by

Jasper Sanidad
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lmagrne you are a banker who has just traveled from your corporate

headquarters in Virginia, leaving your suit behind to attend a training

seminar at the San Francisco office in the Union Square district. You

arrive in a bright space with exposed ductwork, a neon yellow metal

staircase, and bicycles stacked vertically up the wall. You can

immediately tell you are not in a typical bank, and that this is not

1t
This jolt of surprise that falls outside of a banker's comfort zone

financial institution is the whole point of Capital One's new design

products and experiences that are 1B months ahead of the marke
"Typically, we conceive a space as a 3-D experience of a

II

's brand," says Primo Orpilla, principal of San Francisco-based

m Studio O+A, which is known for designing hip startup

nost recently for Uber, Yelp, and Giant Pixel (Contract, June

.his case, the firm designed a frolic-inspiring space that would

vation: "lt's an indication of how corporate America is thinking

Flexible furnishings support brainstormingI

1

I

a group of 50 executives as well as teams oftwo to four people, Studio

O+A worked with Evelyn Huang, Capital One's senior director of design

thinking and strategy. Huang had previously been in charge ofthe
executive education program at Stanford University's renowned Hasso

Plattner lnstitute of Design, also known as the d.school. "We wanted an

open, flexible space where Labs members could collaborate with

quare-foot space so that it could accommodate

ere these small pop-up teams

anted to be able to teach the rest

p tner Dus

she savsd

Ni
of the organization design thinking in a very experiential way."

"We created the ultimate multipurpose room," says Denise Cherry
Studio O+A's design director. Similar to the d.school, furniture rs

designed to be moved around easily. Custom wooden tables are on

casters so they can be arranged in rows or pulled apart. Exemplifyinq

the iterative process of design thinking, the team went through 30

contract
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A flnancial services
powerhouse opens up
to the power of design
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Key Design Highlights

Pops ot neon color signal a

departure from the typical

corporate training space.

Furnishings were chosen

or custom-designed

for movabilrty. allowing

teams to hold structured

meetings or more casual

brainstorming sessions.

Several nooks throughout

the space and "The Nest,"

accessible by ladder. allow for
some privacy while maintaining

a visual connection to the rest

of the office.

i

Finishes were selected to
create a raw and unfinished

effect, wh ch is balanced by

acoustic tre6tments such as

recycied-jeans insulation.

Studio O+A seized the
opportunity to create a central
staircase that serves as a

dramatic piece of sculpture
wrapping the building's
existing central atrium. The
stair leads up to third-floor
offices and allows views into
the ground-floor Capital One
360 cafe. Tectum sound blocks

! painted blue and white hsng
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Textures of raw materials, such

as wood, steel, end concrete,
are highlighted within the
classroom area (above), The

walls are paneled with white
ash flooring for a "rough and

ready" etfect, A nook (right)
is stylishly upholstered in
Paul Smith plaid. A glassed-

in phone booth (f6r right)
allows stsff to have private

conversations. "The Nest"
(opposite), upholstered in wool

felt and gently backlit, offers
partisl privacy for resding.
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Capital One Labs

Designer Studio O+A

Cl ent Capital One

Where San Francisco

What 3,5OO square feet
on one floor

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source

list, see page 162 or

visit contractdesign.com.

versions of a freestanding foam-board holder used to display post-it

notes generated during brainstorming sessions before finalizing its
design. To allow small teams to carve out their own workspaces, the
floor is packed with seating options. Team members can choose to sit
on colorful cushions under the yellow stair or within one of the niches

upholstered in Paul Smith plaid. Or they might gravitate to "The Nest,"

a felt-lined nook reached via a wooden ladder.

Nontraditional colors and materials
ln lieu of Capital One's standard navy blue and brick red palette, this
space features bright, saturated colors-aqua, yellow hot pink, and

lime green-that pop against the dark teal structural steel beams

and polished concrete floor. As an alternative to standard acoustic
panels, Tectum sound blocks, which are made of recycled jeans and

look like giant blocks of ramen noodles, were painted blue and white
and hung from the ceiling. To show off the framing, the wall forming the
conference rooms isn't finished with drywall. "We didn't want the space

to be too precious and finished," Cherry says. "lt's a workshop where

one can actually build something."

Huang has seen how the Labs space has noticeably changed
the way people work in just the few months since it has been open. "lt's

helped to eliminate power dynamics-encouraging senior executives
to work with associates-and it gets people out of their silos to work
across departments," she says. "Now that they've had a chance to
experience it, the rest of the company is clamoring for more

collaborative spaces." c
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3

fu

t 6

1 Lounge area
2 Bike storage
3 Classroom

4 The Nest

5 Break area
6 Meeting room
7 Library

Floor Plan

7
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lt takes a surfer to know a surfer. So it's hardly surprising that the

Surfrider Foundatron's French chapter in Biarritz, France. would eniist

an architect who is also a die-hard surfer to design rts cffice space

"1 was sharing waves \/rth an old friend of mrne*the president

C, SUrfr der rraTCe -wnen "re LO O 'Ie Lnev /ve'e l66i rg f6p helO. SayS

a/cn,recr PJt'icFCarocra p'rncipal of rhe Par;san arcn tec ure'i m

Gardera-D. He immedialely rose to the challenge, not only because

of his passion for surfing, but also because of his respect for the

nonDror, fornda'.o s 'd'son d at'c.

Founded in '1981, by a group of visionary surfets in N,4alrbL,.

California, the Surfrider Foundation's mission is "the protection and

enioyment of oceans, waves, and beaches through a powerful activist

netv,rorkl' lt now shepherds more than 50,00C members and Q0

chapters worldwide. The Surfrider Foundation Europe was founded

.n clrd'riL/ r. 1990.;nd the 70 empioyees of Lhe Frencn (ndp1er,,/,to

had been workrng ad hoc in various locatlons, inclLrding garages,

were sorely in need of a unified place to conduct their business.

-

G
-x

By Jean Nayar

Photography by

N,4athieu Choiselat

t



Two elients, two programmatic obiectives and cafe spaces on either side. The structure of the wavelike element
Thanks to the innovative new work and exhibition space Gardera is made of a complex assembly of maritime pine, with cellulose foam

designed, the foundation now has an inspiring place to fulfill its and a one-inch-thick phenolic resin panel as insulation. Lacquered,

endeavors and showcase its efforts to the local and global communities. perforated MDF panels mounted on top of mineral wool panels

The deveiopment of the new offices is also a credit to the city of Biarritz, form the inner skin. while the outer skin is made of composite birch
which funded the renovation of two large industrial sheds-totaling plywood panels. The "wave" works as an insulating screen from the
'10,500 square feet-that previously housed trucks. workspaces, and has sound-insulating properties equivalent to

The arrangement ultimately meant Gardera had two clients- a five-inch-thick brick wall.

Surfrider and the city. "l had to please the city with a project that would To make the rest of the space viable for working, the architect

be cost-eI{ective, and I had to aid Surfrider in defining its goals and doubled the thickness of the walls and roofs of the existing sheds.

deflning a program, including space for 70 people. meeting areas, He also called for the original concrete flooring to be cleaned, de-oiled,

and exhibit space," Gardera says, adding that Surfrider also had and sandblasted, then left raw. Cellulose-fiber insulation panels were

wanted to create a strong physical identity for the foundation- faced with plaster drywall mounted on walls, and Fibracoustic panels

After reviewing the programmatic issues with Surfridet of recycled wood and paper were transformed into a huge sound-

Gardera recognized that the team would embrace the idea of absorbing membrane once they were installed beneath the roofs.

working collaboratively in an open space, "ratherthan being Gardera designed polycarbonate translucent roofelements that
scattered in a set of different, smaller office spaces that would provide natural light: One shed is pierced with a long canopy that

drag them back to their former'garage'years," he says. "The measures approximately 20 by 66 feet and the other with a series of
challenge, then, was the cohabitation in a single space of a noisy twelve 5{oot-by-5{oot roof windows that ca n be opened for naturai
program-the exhibition space welcoming young schoolchildren ventilation. Tables in the workspace, made of local maritime pine wood,

to visit-and a quieter one, the working space." lnstead of placing have been designed as large, freestanding plates seemingly "plugged"

these prog.am elements in separate sheds, the architect opted to into the wave. like surfboards, The existing warehouse lights were

have the wall separating the two structures removed to create replaced with similar industrial fixtures.

one large space that would house both. Since openlng, the space has transformed the way Surfriders'

Biarritz employees do business by enabling them to easily collaborate

lnnovation and identity under one roof in a flexible setting and by allowing them to
The centerpiece of the aewly combined space is a sculptural, wavelike effectively showcase the efforts they undertake in fulfilling

element, which establishes a clear sense of identity and houses the a noble mission.

exhibition area, separating it acoustically from the work, meetrng,

I

I

I I
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exhibition space and is the
focal point of the office. lt is
msde from maritime pine,

cellulose foam, and phenolic
r3sin prnels. il is skinned
with p€rforated MOF panels

mountcd on top of mineral
wool panelson the inside and

composite birch plywood
p.nols on the outside.
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The foundationt employees,

who previously worked in
various locations, have been

consolidated into one light-
filled, open workspace
(above and opposite, top).
Original concrete floors were

cleaned and left raw, the roof
structure was reinforced and

its thickness doubled, and

skylights were inserted
to maximize natural light
(left). The office occupies

a structure that was created
by combining two large sheds

that once housed trucks
(opposite, bottom).

Key Design Highlights

Two sheds were combined into

one structure to create an open

workspace that encourages

collaboration between previously

disparate employees.

Custom desks made of local

maritime plywood were designed

as freestanding plates that

resemble surfboards.

A wavelike structure houses

exhibition space and is highly

insulated to keep adjolning

work areas quiet.

The existing roof structure

and walls were reinforced and

lnsulated to lmprove therma
performance, and skylights were

inserted to admit daylight.

120 contractdesign.com MAY 2014
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iurfrider Foundation

:urope Headquarters

)esigner Gardera-D

I ,ent City of Biarritz

,there Biarritz, France

,l/hat 1O,50O total square feet
:n one floor, plus mezzanine

Exploded Axon lllustration

Rehablilitated existing roof 

---

Reinforced existing structure

Workspace/mezzanine

Workspace/office manager

Workspace/open space

SSs
:or a fulJ project source
ist, see page 162 or

/isit contractdesrgn.com
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By James S. Russell. FAIA
Dhorogrdo' , oV Pa. Qirera ard tarad Kieinberg

Though exposed ductwork and scraped-bare brick rvalls have become

familiar commercial interior ingredients. they can jntroduce the visttor
to a low-key grandeur. Hong Kong-based B&Co. and New york-based

Spacesmith collaborated to celebrate these stripped-down elements in
the desrgn of a nel office and shorvrooms in the Empire State Buiiding
in New York for Hong Kong-based Li & Fung Global Brands Group,
rvh ch sources and makes ciothrng for hundreds of brands.

"We enviston, design, produce. and sellwholesale," says Haim

Dabah. the company's executive director and group prestdent. And in
the volatile apparel retailing market. much rides on how fiuidly in-house
designers can coliaborate with marketers, buyers, and far-flung

contractors. The Empire State Building didn't draw the company so

much with its lofty presence in the skyline, but with the lOO,OOO-

square-foot slxth floor that could place these players in close
proHmity with one anotier.

Evoking a manufacturing environment
G . e- r.e caccononv that greets mall shoppers tnese oays. -.e
conslstent p3lette of neulral colors and background textures that
the designers selected for Li & Fung's space comes as a surprise.
The concept ,;,'as Ceve loped by Branko Pahor of B&Co., and has i

been fleshed orrt ivtth subtle discipline by Spacesmith. ied by principal

#
Industrial el civilizes a I
for fashion brands in tM
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Marc Gordon. Ductwork, wiring harnesses, and other infrastructure

hang exposed from the 17 foot-hlgh concrete ceiling, but have been

discreetly tidied The designers were not intimidated by the ceiling

height, and instead embraced it to enhance spattal generosity.

Video wall welcomes and introduces brands

Visitors are greeted by a 12-foot-high video wall, which shows off

apparel collections as diverse as Sperry Top-Sider, Adrienne Vittadini,

and Sean Jean. A terraced, board-faced reception desk acts as a hinge

as it inflects at an angle toward a suite of brand management offices.

A lounge alcove, adjacent to the reception area, has pendant fixtures

featurlng clusters of transparent, incandescent bulbs that accent a

grouping of a table and chairs.

Opposite the reception desk is a broad internal corridor lined with

ceiling-mounted LED floodlights that vary light levels-a pleasant echo

of the fashion runway. The corridor leads into an open area, including

a kitchen and refectory tables, that accommodates casual meetings

ranging from just a few buyers to hundreds of them during brand

events and market weeks.

The more than 20 airy showrooms lining the corridor are fronted

with full-height, frameless glass walls and doors to entice visitors with

124 contractdesign.com

*

,*

ffiw i

5.



. c.-.-.-. -. J:..-.r. -. -
4a

-. -. +..1!.-:1. -.-. +.+ r -.
4

I

1 Floor Plan

'l Reception

2 Showroom

3 Breakout area
4 Open work area

5 Office
6 Library
7 Media room

An open area (above) with
a kitchen and large tables
accommodates a range of
meeting sizes. A video wall
(opposite, top) in the reception
area introduces visitors to Li
& Fung's many brands. The

showrooms (opposite, bottom)
glow through glazed portals
along the corridon
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the focus on the merchandise on display. All that glass also draws

daylight from the oversized windows deep into the floorplate. A range

of light fixtures is used throughout the showrooms to render fabric

colors consistently, and most are LEDs to meet the strict energy-use

standards established by the owners of the Empire State Building.

Dropped soffits wrapping the perimeter of each showroom conceal

strip uplights and pairs of floods that evenly light pinup space, racks,

and shelving. Oversized, bell-shaped pendants hang above the

conference tables within the showrooms.

On the opposite end of the floor in the vast, open-plan

workspace which spans nearly an acre-design teams work close

to the windows at rows of desks separated by low glass partitions that

encourage collaboration. Closer to the building core, standup layout

tables are located across from floodlit alcoves for pinning up samples

and discussing design work. Nearby, compact storage offers ready

access to finished garments. Though much of the workspace is

inevitably far from windows, the h gh, exposed ceiling, illuminated

by uplighting, avords the claustrophobia that workers would feel if

ceiling heights were more conventional for an office.

The large, open floorplate allows for a highly fluid workplace

and a collaborative environment, which Dabah felt was needed to

maintain high standards from conception to sales. Managers can

quickly access people necessary to focus a collection rollout or solve

a problem. Dabah pointed to a snack kitchen at the center of the

workspace: "This is important internally for the message it sends.

It fosters collaboration between design, sales, and marketing." c

126 contractdesign.com MAY 2014
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Key Design Highlights

s e

Li & Fung Global Brands Group

Desrgn Archltect B&Co.

Assocrate Architect Spacesmith

fi"rrt LI & F*S Gl"b"l
Brands Group
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on one floor
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The showrooms (left) are

evenly lit with LEDs, including
,ixtures concealed by dropped

flood lamps, and bell-shaped
pendants hanging above

conference tables. Storage

is concealed (below, left)
along the core. Leather lounge

chairs (below, right) are
grouped along corridors. Light

(bottom) in the reception area.

By leaving ductwork and

other inf rastructure exposed,

the architects emphasize the

expansrveness of the T7-foot-

high cerlings.

Canted corridor walls with
glass fronts entice visitors

to enter showrooms.

LED lightrng meets the building's

strict energy codes and evenly

illuminates fabrics.

1n open work areas, desks are

positloned near wrndows, and

collaborative work areas are

situated closer to the core

For a full project source

list, see page 162 or
vrsrt contractdesign.com
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Sculptural purple lounge

chairs introduce a pop of
color into the otherwise
nautral hallways, which are

lined with natural wood and

warm-hued concrete f loors.
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By Lydia Lee

Photography by

Eric Staudenmaier

The smart money in
Silicon Valley has
a surprising new home

lVenlo Park's Sand Hill Road is famously home to many venture capital
firms-the economic engines that power California's Silicon Valley and

the Bay Area by providing funding for startup companies. ln keeping

with the area's carefully cultivated unpretentiousness, all that can

be seen from the road are wooded foothills and some nondescript

buildings. However, for one of the latest buildings to be constructed on

this rarefied stretch of real estate, appearances are deceiving. From the

outside, this new building looks like a large house with a backyard; on

the inside, it's a dynamic workspace for a major venture capital firm with

50 employees Designed by Paul lVurdoch Architects, the project has

received a 2014 AIA lnstitute Honor Award for lnterior Architecture.

Originally, the client (who prefers to remain anonymous) wanted

to implement prefab construction on the tight infill site, in part to
minimize disruption to the surrounding residential neighborhood.

He asked celebrated California architect Ray Kappe, who had designed

a line of residences for LivingHomes-a prefab modular home builder
based in Santa Monica-to come up with an office configuration.

But it soon became apparent that the prefab approach would not
produce the finely detailed, seamless spaces that the client was

seeking. Paul Murdoch Architects, which had designed the client's

own home previously, was brought in to flesh out the office concept.

Based in Beverly Hills, Murdoch has an impressive body of academic

and civic work that includes the Flight 93 National lVemorial in

southwestern Pennsylvania.

Prefab-inspired building design

The office, certified LEED Silvel captures the essence of the Kappe

design, with delicate cedar screens and trellis overhangs that soften

a minimalist box. "We wanted to fit into the modernist tradition of the

Bay Area, which is of a certain era, but refresh it and make it current,"

l',,4urdoch says. ln back, the two-story, 12,500-square-foot office

appears to the neighbors as a terraced garden. The roof of the whole

building is covered in sedum; the second story is set back and looks

onto a roofterrace planted with grass; and the ground floor opens onto

a spacious, landscaped backyard that makes up about 40 percent

of the site footpnnt. Below the yard and building is an underground
garage that can house 50 cars, with an automated car-lift system

to stack them two-deep. Real estate here is too precious to waste

on surface parking.
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Architect Paul Murdoch

Architects

Venture Capital Office
Headquarters

Key Design Highlights

The structure is inspired by

prefab design but features

custom details that prefab

constructlon wou d not

have allowed.

A green roof and outdoor

terraces draw nature lnto the

building and make it appear

more residentialto flt n with

its ne ghbors.

ntenor fin shes- ncluding
paneled walls, s atted ceilings

and custom desks are

primar ly fir.

Purplewa s in the reception

area and purple furnlshings

throughout the office br ng a

jolt of energy to the otherwLSe

neutral pa ette.

Client Anonymous

\ /here Menlo Park, California

What 25,000 total square

feet on twofloors, plus

basement garage

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source

list, see page 162 or

visit contractdesrgn.com.
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Second Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

2 olorlF

ja

2

I Reception

2 Conference room

3 Office
4 Break room

5 Roofterrace

132

2

contractdesign.com MAY 2014

\\ \'
!:

I
,t allll

ts5

t

!F

l

,G

:

1l
/)li,

3

:rffiffi;
[F c'

2 T.

;
!

I.
*"dr1

Ll

ri



-t -/

o
o

/'

o

I

-S*

frl+^

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I
I

10

1l

12

13

Exploded Axon lllustration

Parking with car lifts
Podium garden

Steel moduler structure
Elevator

Stair
Roof with vegetated trays and PV panels

Opersble skylight

Cedar cladding and stair
Steel structure substructure
Steel facade substructure
Cedar lacade screen

Steel trellis with cedar screen

lVurdoch's design incorporates 12-foot-by-60{oot steel modules

that could be trucked to the site, gaining some of the efficiencies of
prefab. As a result, the support columns for the building are smaller

and more tightly spaced than those ln a typical commercial building,

augmenting its residential feel. He also placed demountable walls

wherever a shear wall was not required, allowing the floor plan to be

reconfigured easily to provide incubator space for startups if the need

arises. A prominent outdoor staircase along the front of the building

also gives the client the option of leasing the second floor separately.

Material palette takes cues from nature, with a twist
The interior finishes and wide expanses of glass connect the building

with the surrounding nature. Paneling of straight-grained fil wire-

brushed to heighten its seersucker-like texture, has an effect that is

both raw and refined. Custom furnishings by Creative Wood Products

of Oakland include a curved reception desk and a series of open

workstations, also made of wire-brushed fir. Overhead, the architects

specified a combination of panelized solutions from Ceilings Plus: The

lllusions system of white perforated panels provides acoustic control

and conceals all the mechanicals, while the wood-veneered aluminum

Barz Iinear ceiling system provides a continuation of the trellises on the

exterior. Taking its cues from the warm tones of the wood, the flooring

is beige integral colored concrete.

To create an exciting juxtaposition to the soothing neutrals, the

designers introduced a burst of bright color. "lf the building was just

all wood and glass, it would be a little too low-key and soft," Murdoch

says. "This is a high-powered operation that takes a lot of risks in maior

markets. To express that aspect of what they do, we wanted to bring in

a bold accent." Bright purple panels of laminated glass surround the

reception area and line the starrwell, which glows thanks to the skylight

above. LED cove lighting further brightens the walls and gently

illuminates the space.

Sculptural purple sofas by Dune and Nanimarquina gray shag

rugs add to the youthful sensibility of the reception area, as do the

distinctly contemporary furnishings elsewhere on the floors, including

lr,4oroso Saruyama lsland and Vitra N/onopod lounge seating, and

Moroso F.jord Stones and Knoll Maya Lin Stones tables. "Different

generations are working together in the company," Murdoch says.

"We were trying to speak to them all." c

I
I
I
I

lt
-l

r!,

o :3*
I :-'€,/

r!,,

o

E)

o o "--..
oo

@o
o

H

o t

A wooden scrcn (left) on

the exterior creates privacy

and shades interior spaces.

Fronting the perimetor offices
are floor-to-ceiling glass walls
(opposite, top) thst sllow light
to penetrat6 hsllways and

lounge areas near thecenter
ot the building. The top
portion of a half door
(opposite, bottom) can

be opened separately
to allow for fresh ain
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Behind a wooden screen on
the front of the building, an
outdoor staircase (opposite)

allows the client the option to
lease the top floor to another
company. The office (left
two) is designed to blend in
with neighboring residences.

Second floor perimeter offices
(bottom), shaded by a deep
trellis overhang, overlook
a green roof.
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The lllinois Ghapter of the lnternational
lnterior Design Association is proud to
announce the second annual professional
design awards competition

The RED Awards,
Recognizing Exemplary Design

llDA lllinois celebrated the RED Awards
on April 3,2014at the esteemed Museum
of Gontemporary Art. ln the spirit of the
Academy Awards, the event was a red
carpet gala with cocktails and mingling
amongst the art galleries, followed by
the ceremony in the theater recognizing
the best design proiects from the lllinois
interior design community. Our distinguished
iudges reviewed nearly 1OO entries from
over three dozen lllinois- based design
firms and designers.

The RED Awards aligned with Unbranded
Designs in creating the first ever, Furniture
Design categoryn drawing over a dozen
entries. The Michelle Roberts Student Award
also returned in recognizing the best student
design proiects from three design schools
throughout lllinois.

Please join us in honoring our RED winnersn
along with the Best of Show and People's
Ghoice Award winners tor 2O14t!,

A special thank you to our judges, sponsors,
RED Awards planning committee, llDA
lllinois Board members, and our emcee,
GherylDurst.

To the lllinois design community, our
heart-felt thanks for making this endeavor
a continued success.
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4240 Architecture

CertusBank Branch Prototype

Retail
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Architecture
Educational - PKl2

Client
Latin School of Chicago
Science Center

--

tE

->

I

I

/

.-.<rfl

.4

__

[-

L
\

J* !

J8'

r"
rc..

l
l
I

i.

I

?
a 1.C

^l I
a

l

i
I
Is

a a a
a
€.

!

a a a \a,

I



a
?
i.;
i
-1

'1.
i
l
l

ryfl
I

L-
Dirk Denison
Architects
Residential - Residence

Clierrt
Conf idential lllinois Residence

s

-,1

b---

\

L

QF

tl'l

:

-

til

lil

i

-ili

I
i
I

I
I

[.ti
'11' r,
II TI

Designing for
Veterans
Healthcare -
Assisted Living / Residential

Client
Mission Reeovery*
Marine $gl Oaniel Tsutsumi

:

E
o

,.,;;ld

rl

[.,



TOTO.

LIVING TOTO

Living TOTO is more than just brushing your
teeth in the morning at a TOTO sink, or taking
a restorative soak at night in one of our tubs.
It's the experience of surrounding yourself with
the beauty and superior functioning of the
full range of TOTO products.

PEOPLE.FIRST I N NOVATION*
totousa.com I BOO-35O-TOTOC,fi,-,,r'
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Staks Benching creates clean and simple open plan solutions
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VISIT US DURING NEOCON SUITE I132
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OFS + FIRST OFFICE + CAROLINA + LOEWENSTEIN
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BOLYU LW delivers:

. Outstanding Aesthetics:
A versatile range of styles and colors to fit most environments

. Superior Performance:
Unsurpassed durability and maintainability

bolyu.com or 8OO.45l.l25OSelect No. 158 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

BOLYLI'
Styte Shown: African Oak

Beauty on a Budget
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THE IOTH ANNUAL

Wednesday July 16 I 5:00 to g:30

CELEBRATING...
A DECADE OF THOUSANDS
OF CONTRACT PRODUCT
INTRODUCTIONS TO NEW YORK
DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

FEATURING...
3OO + NEW PRODUCTS
24 IY1OMA MEMBERSHIPS FOR 2
24 SAMSUNG GALAXY GEAR WATCHES
EACH PARTICIPATING SHOWROOM
WILL AWARD ONE OF EACH

2OO LEXTNGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, Ny lOOl6

RSVP email: firstlook@nydc.com with your name,
firm, # of guests and names of guests*
*mandatory for admittance

200
LEX

NEW YORK
DESIGN CENTER

Select No. 70 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Visit us at Neo0on Space 377
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E Uofrawk Group

lntroducing Breaking Form, our new, ultramodern modular carpet collection designed in

collaboration with Mac Stopa and featuring our innovative 128Y36 plank tile construction
Select No. 66 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Sylphy Hovering
Frame

Ergonomic Seating

Mica Siructure

Multi Density Cushion

Back Curve
Adjustment
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OKAMURA CORPORATION

ChicagoShowroom 222MerchaodiseMartPlaza,Suitel'l"l24,Chicago.lL60654,USA/Tel:312-645-0115/Fax:312-645-A129/Email:chicago@okamura-us.com
lnternational Sales & Marketing Div. 2-14'27 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 107-0052 JAPAN/Tel: +81-3-5561-4085/Faxr +81-3-5561-4086
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creating better environments

FLOORING SYSTEMS

44 colors. 3 coordinated sizes. marmoleum'
modular

beautifu I. du rable. sustai nable. hygienic.

www.forbof looring NA.com/ma rmoleu m
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A design leader from Woods Bagot examines
the changing role of contingent workers, and
how designers can facilitate their integration

Freelancers and temporary employees were once
considered.. .well, they just were not considered, especially
when it came to where, when, or how they work in an office.
Spurred by economic changes, advances in technology, and
perceptions of work among new generations, attitudes toward
temporary workers have shifted, causing companies to
reevaluate how they are assimilated with fuII-time staff. This
poses a unique set ofchallenges for designers who are
creating offices to suit a flexible and ever-changing workforce.

Knovr.n as contingent workers, this diverse group
comprising consultants, independent contractors, freelancers,

and temporary workers-really, just about anyone working
outside the bounds of traditional full-time employ,rnent-has
grown steadily since the recession. According to a March 2013

study by Accenture, such workers make up as much as 33

percent ofthe U.S. workforce, up from 6 percent in 1989. The
growing strategic value of the extended workforce is drir.ing
businesses to rethink how independent professionals are

integrated into the workplace.
For businesses seeking to stay competitive amidst global

competition and rapidly changing markets, contingent
workers are doing much more than simply boosting

146 contractdesign.com MAY 2OI4
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productivitv in times of need. They also provide an infusion
of fresh ideas and step in to fill critical knou'ledge gaps-often
transferrir-rg valuable expertise in the process.

While this t'ision of rvork is not nel\.-author Daniel pink
called attention to it in his 1998 Fas, Company arIicle,.Free
Agent Nation"-a confluence of factors is driving the growth
of the extended r,r.orkforce. This fuels predictions of a 1:1

n,orkforce. comprised of half traditionallv employed and half
independeut n.orkers, within a matter of years. These factors
include mobile technologies, affordable remote collaboration
tools, changing attitudes tovvard work-especially anrong
millennials-and a shift arvav from conventioltal roles-based
organizations to project-basecl rvork models.

Elance, a leading online freelance exchange with
3.4 million registered members. reported that while media-
related n ork dominates its site activitt., financial serr.ices,
managerrent, law, science, and even real estate enterprises
are engaging grorving numbers of professionals lr,ho fat.or
the flexibilitv and choice thar self-employment affords.
Freelancers consistently report high satisfaction rates,

suggesting that the contingent u'orkforce r,vill rernain a maior
comporlent of the talent equation in the coming years. Human
resorlrces groups are scrambling to adapt. Should rvorkplace
designers take note too?

Planning for the extended rvorkforce rarely follows a

straightforr'vard formula, and part of the problem is that such
lvorkers are difficult to account for. \Vhile independent
contractors and temporary workers are typically covered
during the process ofunderstanding rvhen and whv different
lvorkers come in to the offlce, accurately estimating the total
number of extended workers is often more elusive.

Manv freelancers go uncouuted lr.hen outside
contracting is handled through elrployment agencies rather
than internal human resources. Furthermore, a company's
hiring managers rvill sometimes bvpass company protocols
for bringing on contingent employees due to burdensome
papervrork and a long approval process. As forward-thinking
human resource professionals expand their scope to include
a nenvork ofinternal and external talent, accounting for
lvorkers mav become easier. Until then, the designer must
seek to understand the full scope ofa client's staffing.

For example, when Woods Bagot designed the North
American headquarters fol shopping mall developer
Westfield in Los Angeles, the designers undertook a

comprehensive consulting phase to determine wor.k styles
among all staff through a series of r,r,orkshops, inten.ie'"vs, and
surveys. The space was designed to accornmodate full-time
staff. seasonal teams, and project-based teams, totaling 580
people, 10 percent of whom are contingent workers. Woods
Bagot closs-referenced Westfield's human resource numbers
rvith proiections from business gl'oups and team leaders to
verify estimated figures. We then determined a ntenll of work
settings-part of Westfield's workplace standards that we
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Woods Bagot designed a

workplace for the National
Australia Bank (NAB) in
Melbourne's Docklands.
Open and enclosed support
areas (opposite and this page,

top) provide informal spaces

to meet without making

More focused work occurs
at individual booths
(above right).
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developed-to tailor the space to the office's needs. The

solution included collaborative spaces where project teams

could camp out, and flexible workstation modules designed

to comfortably seat six to eight people according to seasonal

demand. The standards also anticipate the flow of staff

between Westfield's other global offices while retaining Iocal

character. The palettes and finishes vary between offices

to suit regional tastes, while the core components of the

workplaces can be designed similarly to provide a sense

of familiarity from office to office.

As part of the change management process, we worked
closely with the Westfield HR team to determine mandates

and orientation for all staff in the new workplace. Contingent

workers were given an orientation packet upon arrival to

inform them about the differentworkplace settings within the

off,ce, and when and how they were to be used. Additionally,
permanent employees were trained to understand the way

spaces were made flexible for all of the r,r'ork styles and types

of employees within the company. The primary objective

of the design of the Westfield proiect was to bring the

organization together as one.

Supporting lcams. not rolt's
In the past, when contingent workers were hired primarily
to augment existing staff, companies often located temporary
workers in adjunct spaces with fewer amenities and Iess

space per person-a tactic that underscored their transience

and undermined their sense of accountability. The new model

prioritizes collaboration as essential to accomplishing the

best results as well as cultivating an ongoing affiliatiou with
sought-after contractors.

At the new Melbourne headqnarters of National

Australia Bank (NAB), a Ieading financial institution in
Australia knor,lryr for its pioneering technology-driveu

services, Woods Bagot developed eight work style proflIes-
ranging frorn desk-based "knowledge coorcliuators" to highly
mobile "intellectual nomads." The company's current census

and projected demand for the different profiles provided the

basis for an ambitious program of25 percent fixed and 75

percent flexible spaces-with no private offices.

The high degree of flexibility and mobilitygreatly
expands workers'ability to choose when, rvhere, and how
they work, creating the breathing room to accommodate

a constant flux ofprolect teams. Yet we also observed that

to best support team dynamics and efficiency, the design

needed to position critical desk-based workers within
collaborative team environments. NAB's proiect hubs

distribute flexible work points around a flxed zone to

ensure that more mobile team members always know
where to go for support and information.

By supporting the work rather than the roles, NAB's

headquarters blurs the distinction between in-house and

outsourced workers-an issue of increasing importance to

contingent workers, according to HR experts. The lirnited use

ofassigned workstations and the absence ofprivate offices

diminishes the sense oforganizational hierarchy and

minimizes the physical cues that can set types of workers

apart. \Arhether an independent contractor is an indusry

woods Bsgot designed the
North American headquarters
for shopping mall developer
Westfield in Los Angeles to
include collaborative areas
(right) and impromptu
meeting areas (far right)
to encourage spontaneous

interactions. A "war room"
(above) for westfield's design
team is enclosed by partitions

that provide pinup space.
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For the GPT Group in Sydney,
Australia, Woods Bagot
designed an office with
an area that feels like a

business lounge. Employees
and freelsncers work flexibly
in informalareas with
lounge seating (right).

veteran serving as an advisor, or a recent graduate skilled in
programming, NAB's acti\-ity-based w-orkplace facilitates
their introduction to the team.

Building rust l)elon(l the office
Trust is another key issue that arises as the extended
workforce grows. A 2013 Tower Lane study conducted for
Elance found that 66 percent of companies were managing
freelancers on site, even when u'ork could be handled offsite.
While up-front, face-to-face time can enable valuable bonding
and communication, mandating lvork on site is sometimes at
odds with actiyitv-based u.ork and result-based practices, and
can set apart contractors from employees who enjoy greater
flexibility or even reside in different parts ofthe rvorld.

The question of trust dovetails rvith the widespread
adoption of mobile technologies that broaden the realm of
where work can occur, as w-e1l as bring-vour-o$,.n-device
(BYOD) programs that have employees increasinglv working
on personally-on'ned devices. The research conducted for the
2013 Woods Bagot white paper, "Knowledge Managemenr in
a Mobile World," found more companies using \.irtual
socialization tools such as \hmmer or rnobile infanets to
keep staff engaged and to foster connections between staff. To
better support mobile rvork, cornpanies like GpT Group, for
which Woods Bagot designed an office, have made significant
investments in collaboratir.e technologies that link the home
offlce with remote team members.

\4/hile BYOD prograns do raise legitimate questions
about security, they can also further blur the distinction

between employee and independent contractor. Having tools
in place to foster connectivitv between mobile team members
will ultimately bolster trust. The mobile world white paper
concludes that enabling trust, rather than setting rules.
is a kev step in the process.

Planning firr a flerible future
While Woods Bagot strives to satisfy our clients with their
space requirements, the I'aried nature of contingentlvorkers,
schedules and expectations now demands varied solutions.
Therefore, employers are increasingly creating teams from
both full-time and project-specific staff as part of a contingent
workforce to fully resolve their needs.

Companies looking to adopt a rvorkplace strategv that
taps into the value ofthe extended workforce should also trust
their instincts about the right amount of change to take on. The
beauty of the extended workforce, activity-based workplace,
and mobile work tools is that thev allolr. companies to pilot
ideas, gather results, and impro\.e. No wonder freelancers
are feeling so satisfied. c

Christopher Blackadder, llDA, is a principal in the New york office
of Woods Bagot. He joined the firm in 2010 to lead its interiors
practice in North America. Blackadder has more than 20 years
of experience as a design leader focusing on corporate interiors
and workplace strategies.
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DIFFA/CHICAGO'S GRANT_IVAKING TRADITION HAS SUPPORTE

NUTVEROUS EIVERGING PROGRAIVS THAT PRESENT UNIOU

AND INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TC SERVICE AND CARE, W

CONTINUE TO SEEK REOUESTS WHERE PUBLIC SUPPORT AN

OTHER PHILANTHROPY TINCLUDING AN ORGANIZATION'S OW

FUNDRAISING CAPACITY] IS NOT OTHERWISE AVAILABLE. AN

WHERE DIFFA/CHICAGO FUNDS CAN BE APPRCPRIATE

POSITIONED TO EXPAND AND HELP SUPPORT THE VARIE

FUNDING EFFORTS OF AN ORGANIZATION. THE DIVERS

ORGANIZATIONS GRANTED IN FEBRUARY 2OI4 3 /// ADVCCACY

EDLJCATICN /// AIDS LEGAL CCUNCIL OF CHICAGO . ANN

ROBERT H, LURIE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF CHICAGO FOUNDATIO

. ASIAN HUIVAN SERVICES. CENTER ON HALSTED. TH

CHILDREN'S PLACE ASSOCIATION . THE CORE FOUNDATION

FCAN FAN/ILY & CHILDREN AIDS NETWORK . TEST POSITIV

AWARE NETWORK ITPAN] . YOUTH OUTLOOK /// AEALTH

CLINICAL SERVICES /// ACCESS COIVIVUNITY HEALT
NETWORK . HORIZON HOSPICE . HOWARD BROWN HEALT

CENTER . OPEN DOOR CLINIC . UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

CHICAGO HIV/AIDS CON/IVUNITY CLINIC /// AAUSING /// AIEXIA

BROTHERS BONAVENTURE HOUSE. CHICAGO HOUSE

EDGEALLIANCE . HEARTLAND HU]VAN CARE SERVICES, INC,

INTERFAITH HOUSE /// \I=ALS & FCCD SERVICES /// TNE CATHOLI

CHARITIES. VITAL BRIDGES CENTER ON CHRONIC CAR= /// SUPPOR]

& CCUNSELING I// CALOR _ A DIVISION OF ANIXTER CENTER

HOWARD AREA COTVIVUNITY CENTER . PEDIATRIC AIDS CHICAGC

PREVENTION INITIATIVE IPACPI] . VIDA/SIDA /// F=;LOV/SAIQ //I
NORTHWESTERN N/EN/ORIAL FOUNDATION FELLOWSHI
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IIVAGINE
A WORLD WITHOUT AIDS

T E ALL

C-6.07T4 NAVY PIER
GRAND BALLROON/

Y B€NEFACAOR PRESENTING SPONSOR HOST SpONSORS HATIONAL MEDIA SPONSOR

Sedcree uro @rarris Bank COntfaGt
SATURDAY JUNE 7 2O.I4
6:3OPM-MtDNITE

SUSTAINING BENEFACTOR shaw contract group LOCAL l.,lED:A SpONSOR

FEATURING OUR ADVOCACY
& EDUCATION GRANTEES

VERSTEEI.
iiittiiio.;s NAVY PIER GRAND BALLROOM

Dl FFACH I CAGO.ORG/BELt EVE
lN FO€r Dl FFACH tCAGO.O RG
312.644.6412

BRAND DESIGN & SPONSOR

HermanMiller

Iflt IEStGlt Gfi{TER
at T[t Ittcfllxotst IArr

uNtrEDN sPotcrirrc.
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At Kendall, we are not just designers, We are inventors. We have invented
ourselves; we can confidently invent for you. We will view the task at hand
from multiple angles in order to create the best solutions. We seek those
sweet intersections that most overlook. We have that inventor,s mindset
thatindustrycraves. lnventing us + lnventing you. kcad.edu

I

.;{CAD
Kendoll College of Art ond Design
Ferris Stole Universlty
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DESIGNERS SELECT Workplace

Designers name their favorite new workplace
furnishings and solutions

Daniel Herriott Hendzel and Hunt: Hinckley Table wall in One: Abstracta Cooper Lighting: Balance Beam Touch Sensing

hendzelandhunt.com

Reader Serv ce No 210

abstracta se

Reader Ser vrce No 211

HOK

San FTanc scc

Director of Deslgn for lntet ots Jo nery detaillng to blow your m ndl The H nckley

Tab e s surface rem nds me of one of my favorite

paint ngs, TheKissbyGustavK lmt. I ovethatthis

table ls made from fully reclaimed mater als, af d

it would breathe new I fe nto material paLettes for

offrce projects'

''Abstracta s smart, s mp e. functional. and

deccrative. lt prov des a touchdown area for the

mobiLe office. and defines eave me alone space

lvlthoulthewa s'

"Aimed at the healthcare industry, this modest and

highly functlonal product was designed by HOK

a ums in col aboration w th Cooper Light ng, and

would also work well in an office env ronment.

Not only ls t a grab re , but when it is touched it
provides floor lighting to help people f nd the r

way in the dark

cooper ndustr es com

Reader Service No. 212

Lisa Killaby, llDA Teknion: Fractals Haworth: File Drawer lnsert Workrite: Sierra HX Electric

tekn onstud o.com

Reader Serv ce Nr: 2'13

haworth.com

Reader Serv ce No 214

l

Prl nci pa I

ADD nC

Boston

Fractals prov des nd v duals and groups with

pr vacy n an open work environment When

the ounge chsirs are faced together, they

support group interactlons, and v/hen faced

n oppos te d rections, they can define a more

private workspace.

'As more of our cl ents cut back on the need to

store paper in the off ce many have exist ng

Lateral flles sltting emoty Haworth offers an nsert

that converts a typlca flle drawer nto a persona

storage !nlt.'

'Deve oping a work envlronment that supports the

health of theteam s more importantthan ever

lvorkrite's adjustab e lvork surface prov des an

rnnovat ve s t-to-stand so ut on that encoutages

act v ty at the desk.'

workrlteergo.com

Reader Serv ce No 215

II
Jack Weber, llDA Hightower: Tombolo Nucraft: Aerial Refreshed Peter Pepper Products: NEXT

hightoweraccess.com

Re3der Servrce No.216

Deslgn Principa

Gresham, Smith and Partners

Nashville

' goforstralght, lght.andverysimpestyLeswhen t

comes to baslc lounge p eces H ghtower's Tombolo

ser es-which includes e variety of coord nated

couches, cha rs. and tables by deslgners J!stln

Champaign and Ben Salthouse is a rvondetful

new collection."

''Nucraft s casegoods I ne, Aer a Refreshed, has

a very s mple, modern fee without being fussy

oT oveTdone. would defin tely cons der th s as

a go to desk series for our corporate clients

'Th s new series of metal tables. sloo s. and benchcs

from Peter Pepper provldes sma -sca e options

for the workplace that support collaboratlon. The

GoTo worktab e ser es s ava ab e n wa molnted

.q'o^'o d'ec ",d g '.o

nucraft.cont

Reader Serv ce No 217

peterpepper com

Reader Serv ce No. 218
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JEO"',SEATINC

CLOBAL PORTFOLIO
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r...d
FINE RETRo INSPIRED I ,*IQUELY MoDERN

VISIT US AT NEOCON. SHOWROOM 1035, lOTH FLOOR, THE MERCHANDISE MART
r.800.220.1900 usA 1.877.446.2251 cAN GLOBALADpORTFOLIO.COM
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Place Matters

tune I - ll, 2014 The Merchandise Mart, Chicago NeoCon.com

North America's largest design exposition and conierence for commercial interiors
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souRcEs

Olson
(p.go 98)

BarentsXran6
(p.ge 106)

csplt.l Ono Labs
(page 112)

Surfride. Foundgtion
(page118)

Li & Fung Global Brands Group

base127)
Venture Cspital Office
HeadguarterB
(page 128)

who Architect and interior

designerr Gensler Project team:

Bill Lyons, principal; Betsy Vohs,

senior associate: Jason Hall,

senior as:jociate; Beth Nist; Amy

Barthel: Beth Mosenthal: Mark

Spencer; Kate Levine. Contractor:

RJM Construction. Consultants:

Nelson Tietz & Hoye; Jones Lang

LaSalle; Hess Roise. Lighting:

Gensler with Hunt Eleckic.

Engineering: BKBM. Graphics:

Gensler with SDDI fabricato.
what Movable wall: Dorma

Wall. Hard f looring: Timeless

Timber Resilient floorjng: Forbo;

Chilewich flooring. Carpet Pure

Contract Carpet; Milliken

Carpet; Shaw Contract Croup.

Ceiling: Armstrong Ceiling Tiles:

lndustrial Felt. Lighting: ootham

Architectural Lighting; Peerless

Lighting; Found; Nelson Bubble

Lamps; Artemide; Braided

Copper Cord Pendant; Vibra

Lighting; Barn Light Electric;

Tom Dixon. Hardwarc CR

Lawrence. Doorsr Custom.

Window treatments: Knoll

Textiles: Carnegie. Wo.kstations:

Steelcase. Workstation/task

seating; Steelcase. Conference

seating: Knoll Studio; Coalesse;

Steelcase. Lounge/reception

seatingi Knoll Studio. Cafeteria/

dinrng seating: Shelby Williams;

Steelcase. Auditorium seating:

Custom by Artfiex Millwork.

Upholstery; Knoll; Maharam;

Designtex; HBF Textiles;

Cambria. Conference tabies:

Coalesse; Knoll Studio: HBF;

Steelcase; Custom by Artfiex

Millwork. Dining tables: Crate

& Barel; Steelcase.

Training tables: Steelcase.

Reception desk: Custom by

Artfiex Mrllwork. Side tables:

Knoll Studio: Made Goods.

Accessories: ABC Home;

N.4ade Goods. Signage: SDDI.

Plumbing: Kohler.

wlto Architect: Hof man Du,ardin

Architects. Project team: Michiel

Hofman; Barbara Duiardin; Bo

Winnubst; Pieter Mulder; Nicola

Placella; Stan Flohr; Jeroen

Semeiin. Contractor: Du Prie

bouw & ontwikkeling. Project

managementl CBRE. Lighting:
PD Lighting. Structural engineer:

Arcadis. Installation engineer:

Halmos Adviseurs. Acoustics

engineer: Peutz. Fire 53fely

engineer: Peutz. Restaurant

advisorr Horequip. Contractors:

lntos lnterieurbouw: Schalkwijk

lnterieurbouw

what Furniture: Arper; Vltra;

Unifor Oak veneer: Kuiper

plaatveredeling. Uph0lsteryi

Kvadrat, Arper; Vitra. Stairs:

Wolter Trldink. Walls: Sepawand.

Lighting: l,,4arset: Foscarini;

DeltaLight. Sun protection:

M+N ProJecten. Ceiling:

Ecophon. Ceiling acoustic:

OWA. Floor marble: Du Prie

bouw & ontwikkeling. Floor oak:

Finesse Parket. Carpet: EGE.

who lnterior designer: Studio

O+A. Architect:Clem Soga, AlA.

lnterior design project team:

Primo Orpilla. principal in charge;

Denise Cherry, ptincipal; Chris

L,ndes, senior prqect manager;

Alma Lopez, designer; Aifred

Socias, technicsl designer;

Sarah Dziuba, designer; Oren

Aks, graphic designer; Jeorge

Jordan. graphic designer;

Elizabeth Guerrero, senior

designer: Chase Lunt, project

assistant. Contractor: BCCI

Construclion Company.

Engineering: Vaziri Structural

Engineers- MEP: Amit W6dhwa

& Associates.
yh.t Paint: Sherwin Williams:

ldeaPaint. Laminate: Formica;

Abet Laminati. Carpet: Milliken.

Recessed lighting: Pinnacle

Architectural Lighting.

Pendants/chandeliers: lacoli and

McCallister; Fontana Arte; Design

Within Reach. Other decorative:

Luminij Lithonia. Workst6tion/

task seating: Haworth;

Modernica. Conference seating:

Haworth; Room and Board.

Lounge/reception seating;

Environment Furniture; Room

and Board; Modernica. Cafeteria/

dining seatingi ln Mod; lndustry

West. Other seatirg: Garza

Furniture. Upholstery: Maharam;

Knoll Texliles; BuzziFelt.

Conference tables: MASH

Studios; Misewell. Dinrng; MASH

Studros; West Coast lndustries.

Side tables; We6t Elm: ABC

Carpet 6nd Home. Other lables:

Garza Furniture- Custom

woodworking: Ju nckers.

Plumbing fixtureslfittings:
lnsinkerator; Vigo; Vola:

Asko; Smeg.

who Architect: Gardera-D.

Project team: Patrice Gardera.

principal; Stdphane Bauche,

pro,ect manager. Acoustician;

Point D'orgue acoustique,

Oamien Dupouy

whrt Floorltable lamps:

IKEA. Workstation/task

seating:SOKOA. Work

tables: C{rstom built of

local maratime pine

who Design architect: B&Co.

Design archrtect te6m: Branko

Pahor Associate Architect:

Spacesmith. Assocrate architect

project team; M6rc Gordon,

AlA, partner in chargg William

Wong, Assoc. AlA, proJect

manager; Ambar h,largarida, IIDA,

design proiect manager. Prolect

manager: Gardiner & Theobald,

Tamela Johnson. Contractor:

lcon lnteriors. LEED: Code Green

Solutions. Lighting: Lighting

Workshop. Engineering: Robert

Derector Associates. Graphics:

Coyle & Co
what Paint: Benjamin Moore.

Drywall: DFB Sales. Hard

flooring: Drytek; LV Wood

Floors. Carpeti Milliken.

Ceiling: Armstrong. Lighting:

Caprtal Light; Resto.ation

Hardware; Hightowet Baselite

Corp. Hardware: CRL; Dorma.

Architectural glass: Alur Glass

Walls. Decorative glass: Carvart.

Window treatments; DFB Sales.

Workstations: Lamex Workwell

Partners. Lounge seating: ABC

Home: Restoratron Hardware.

Conf erence tables: Haworth.

Dining tables: Restoration

Hardware. Trarning tables:

Haworth. Reception desk:

Custom. Side tables; Room &

Board. Shelvjng: Lamex. Custom

woodworking: Metropolitan

woodworking and Modworxx.

Signage: Coyle & Co, Acoustic

wallcovering: Tri-Kes.

who A.chitect 6nd interior

designer: Paul Murdoch

Architects. Concept designi

Kappe Archatects/Planners-

MEP ACCO Engineered

Systems. Electrical engineer:

Morrow-N,leadows Corp.

crvrl engrneer BKF Engrneers

Landscape architect: HMH

Landscape Architecture.

Lighting design: Sean O'Connor

Lighting. Prefabricalion

consultant LivingHomes.

Project manager: Ranchworks.

Structural engineer: Simpson

Grumpertz & Heger.

whet Pl6nted exterior screening:

Greenscreen. Architecturai glass/

glazing: Frener & Reiier; Glasspro

Vrew lnc. Operable skylight:

Rollamatic. Automated car lifts:

Klaus Multiparking lnc. Ceiling
panels: Ceilings Plus, Elevator:

Kone. Demountable partitions:

Dlrtt. Casework: Poliform. LED

lighting: Zumtobel. Lighting

controls; Encellium. Paper light

LEDi SGF Associates lnc. Lounge

seating: Moroso. Seating:

Keilhauer; Extremrs. Tables:

Extremis. Custom millwork:

Creative Wood.

contra6tde3ignrom MAY 2011162
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Solitaire Collection lounge chairs, ottomans, and coffee and side table, designed by lni Archibong for Cumberland Furniture

American design and craftsmanship with gem-like clarity.

cumberlandfurniture.com 800,401.1971

Select No. 56 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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beautiful objects that work



CELEBRATI[IH

ASID invites you to

Paramount Pictures Studios

for the event of the year!

Saturday, June 21 ,2014
Paramount Pictures Studios

Los Angeles

Join your design communitY as the

American Society of lnterior Designers

celebrates achievement in interior design

This unforgettable gala will feature:

Red Carpet Reception

Dinner and Drinks

Private Studio Tours

Awards Show

Afterparty

Dancing and Entertainment

For tickets and rlore infornration go to

asid.org/celebration

2014 ASID Design Award Winners

TT] E ASID AWARDS GALA H

Designer of Distinctlon

Tan'ra D rlly Day. FAS tr

Design for Humanity

Design lnnovation

J uditlt Heerwagen

Nancy Vincent Mcclelland l\,1erit

Anry Canrpos. ASiDHa\ir'orlh

AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF
INTERIOR
DESIGNERS

Select No. 79 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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IDEAS & INFORMATION
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THE TOOKOF SEATING'

303 733 3404 . www.oceroy.com IioE@
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Blofield isn't ordinory blow-up furniture
your venue into o mind-blowing dreon
both indoor ond outdoor.

I
T

AIR.
YOU FEEL IT, YOU BREATHE IT.

Select No.106
at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

KOVA shade ctoth is so much more:

seating, wallcovering, lighting,
acoustic Arille cloth... even design
solutions such as a huge suspended
cube in KOVA'S Twizzle Black

ww.kovatextiles.com
roller/roman shades, sliding panels and more

Select No.142
at ContractOesign,com/readerservice

Select No. 51 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Exclusively dstibuted in t{orth Amedco & Cdbbeon by:

Stop Spot LLC www.stopspol.com 303.3t0.t652

CUMBERLAND
beautiful objects that wotk

Solitaire Stool

www.cumberlandf umiture.com



Manufacturer
2/90 Sign Systems lnc.

3lv1 Architectural lvlarkets

Abet Lan'rinati

Aceray

Allermuir Ltd

Amtico by lVann ngton Commercial

Andreu World America

Anthro Techno ogy Furn ture

Antron/lnvista

APCO Signs

Aquafil USA

Arcadia

ASID

Bentley

Bernhardt Furniture

BIFI"4A

BOLYU

BOLYU

Carnegie Fabrics

Cascade Coil Drapery

Chemetal/Treefrog

Coa esse

Configura

Cooperativa Ceram ca d lmola North Ameflca

Coriander Designs

Cosentlno USA

Crossville

Crypton

Crypton

Cumberland Furnlture

Cumberland Furniture

Davls Furnrture ndustries

DesignTex

D FFA

Doug Mockett & Co.

Earthwerks

Encore

ERG lnt'l

FLOS

Forbo Flooring Systems

General Glass lnternational

G obal lndustrles

Grand Rapids Chair

Hardwoods Specia ty Products

HBF

HD Amer cas 2014

Healthcare Environment Award

Humanscale

IlDA

nsprrations Awards

lntegra

lnterface

J+J I lnvision

Ke hauer

Manufacturer
Kendall College

KL

Kova Textiles

Krug Furniture lnc

LamlnArt lnc.

Lonsea lnc

N4an ni ngton

N4ayer Fabr cs

N,lay ine

[y'etroflor

l',4odularArtso

N4odu arArts'^'

Mohawk Group

l,,y'omentum Group

Neocon WorLd's Trade Fair

New York Desrgn Center

Nora Systems

OFS Brands

OFS Brands

Okamu ra

Omnova Solutrons lnc.

Peter Pepper Products nc.

Prlkington NA nc

Roppe Corporation

Safco Products Company

Samp e Resource

Springs Window Fashlons

Stee case Health

Steelcase nc.

Stop Spot LLC

Stylex lnc.

Sunbre la

Takeform Architectural Graphics

Tandus Centrva

Tekn ion

T honet

TorZo Surfaces

Toto USA lnc

Trendway

Un versal Fibers

Versteel

Wolf Gordon

Reader Service information is located at

contractdesign.com/readerservice.
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The industry's most interesting and inspiring architects, interior
and environmental designers, artists, and glazing contractors
trust GGI to bring their most creative and challenging projects
to life, in glass. Visit us at NeoCon (booth #B-4082) and let's
see what we ca n do together, with g lass.
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e Center - Sunnyvale, CA
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How many objects can be made from a single textile?

Well, a lot, One of the unique shows during Milan

Design Week in April was the exhibition "Divina"
by Kvadrat, in which 22 international designers

developed special interpretations of furnishings

and other pieces using the company's Divina fabric.

Ranging from chairs to benches to sculptural pieces,

the exhibition celebrated the versatility of the

fabric and design creativity in general.

This year marks the 3Oth anniversary of
the introduction of Divina, designed by Danish

painter and graphic artist Finn Sk6dt. Divina

is a richly colored textile that has a smooth,

directionless, and uniform surface, similar to

the properties of felt. Colors are vibrant in Divina,

and that enabled the fabric to be a great choice

for exuberant form-making.

Pieces included (clockwise from top, left)
Layers Cloud Chair by Richard Hutten, Garlands by

Studio Minale-Maeda, Jib stools by Peter Marigold,

and Lasagne by Philippe Nigro. For Lasagne, Divina

is piled up in lOB layers, stacked one on top of the

other, forming the shape of a mattress. The Jib
stools are constructed with individually upholstered
parts, which can be brought together in different
combinations, similar to choosing and comparing

fabric swatches. For the Layers Cloud Chair, Hutten

was inspired by the layered rock pigments in the

Painted Desert in Arizona. He used more than

9,0O0 square feet of Divina in 100 colors, and

545 layers were cut with a CNC machine and

manually assembled.

Other designers in the "Divina" exhibition

were Lindsey Adelman, Werner Aisslinger, Anton

Alvarez, BIG-GAME, Duangrit Bunnag, Gongalo

Campos, Jonas' Design, Frangois Dumas, Martino

Gamper, Graphic Thought Facility, Silvia Knfippel,

Max Lamb, Klemens Schillinger, Muller Van Severen,

Jerszy Seymour, Robert Stadler, Katharina Wahl,

and Bethan Laura Wood. Visit divina.kvadrat.dk

to learn more about Divina..-LoHN czARNECKT
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Designers Creat e ?zColarful Objects with Kvadrat's Divina


