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Brilliant performance starts with innovation.

Demonstrate your passion for performance by offering clients innovative paint solutions
that go beyond stunning hues. Explore cleanable, true-flat finishes, buttery smooth surfaces
and coatings that help reduce odors and offer better indoor air quality. See what happens
when innovation meets inspiration at swdesigners.com.
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THE LEADER IN
LASTING IMPRESSIONS

With genuine commitment, professionalism, and

relevant products, American Olean provides endless

options to achieve irnpactful designs. Discover how to

create lasting impressions at americanolean.ccm.
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Photo features Ultra Modern" in BeyondBeige 24 x24.

92015 Del'Tile Corporation i A Division of Mohawk lndustries

AMERICAN OLEAN'
PROVEN IN TILE
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37th Annual lnteriors Awards Jury Announced
The entry deadline is September 14, and the jury includes 2015 Designer

of the Year tVartin Lesjak of Austria. Winners will be published in

Contract and honored at the lnteriors Awards Breakfast.

contractdesign.com/inter orsawardslury

ASID Names 2O15 National Honors Reciplents

The seven national honors recipients were selected by ASID for their

outstanding service to ASID, its local chapters, and the community.

contractdes gn.conr/asrdnationa honors

Ennead Archltects Complote NewYork Hall of Sclence Renovations

A surviving structure of the '1964 World's Fair, the building features

cobalt blue dalle-de-verre glass and concrete walls that have been restored.

to L'cC-le gr. ' l,o or:-c:r,a

David Adjaye Designs New Studio Museum in Harlem
The new $122 million building will increase the museum's square

footage and feature galleries, a cafe, and a rooftop event space.

co r.lr ractrjes r g n co rn/stu c1 io m useu rl

Peabody Essex Museum to Undergo Renovation and Expansion
The Salem, [Vassachusetts, museum expansion by Ennead Architects

will include a new three story wing and an off-site storage center.

ccnlrai:tclesr g r-t.aort irfterT r

Guggenheim Helsinki Design Competition Winner Announced

Paris-based lr,4oreau Kusunoki Architectes won the competition with

its'Aft in the City" design of nine volumes and a lighthouseiike tower.

corrrractdesrgr.cont,/nroreaukusunok

Winners of 2O15 RIBA National Awards Announced

The Royal lnstitute of British Architects (RIBA) in London named

37 winners, allof which are from the United Kingdom.

contractdesign.com/r baf at onalar,ards

PERKINS+WILL
Designing for Health: More Healing Practice Spaces

in Conventional Hospitals

Healthcare experts at Perkins+Will discuss how hospitais are mov ng

beyond illness treatment and becoming places for wellness.
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@ FLOORING GROUP

clntract

lntroducing the new 18" x 36"
Kinetex plank from J+J Flooring Group
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The fiber industry has seen its share of ehange,

but nothing like this. The ECONYL Global

Eollection provides your choice of 138 amazing

colors-the best of the old, alongside the best of

the new. And for the first time in history, every

choice is 10O% regenerated.

econyl.com I aquafilusa.com
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The Finer Points Collection
Finer Points features a well-integrated collection o{ energetic patterns and textures inspired
by architectural details. Woven from recycled post-consumer and pre-consumer as well as
antimony-free polyester. Finer Points offers high performance and reasonably priced solutions for
the environment, Milled in America.
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Refreshing and e1,e-catching,

Conic is an exciting talie on various

conical fonns, u,ith inviting levels of cornfbrt.

Look out for this established clesign

x.ith a fresh neu, tu,ist.
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Think Globally, With a Focus on China

EDITORIAL

We have a lot to offer in this issue. Besides exclusively showcasing all

ofthe winners ofthe Best of NeoCono (page 49) product competition,

we are pleased to present five diverse internationa projects from Europe,

Asia, and South America. The timing of this issue coincided wellwith

my recent travels.

ln early July, I was fortunate to travel to Beijing and Shanghai,

China, to see both cities. The trip was eye-opening, not only to see

architecture and design, but to understand the people, history, and

culture of these cities that are both growing and modernizing at

breakneck speed While some of the sights that ltook in were historic,

they were nearly always surrounded by the present and future of China.

That is, they were surrounded by contemporary tall structures-
residential, off ice, hotel, and otherwise-either recently completed

or under construction as far as the eye could see.

On the trip, I was able to visit American hospitality designer

D.B. Kim., the vice president of hospitality design for Wanda Group who

has been living in Beijing for more than a year. See my interview with Kim

on page 144. In his current role, Kim leads a team ofdesigners focused

on luxury hotels primarily in China. The Wanda Group hotels that he

oversees are designed for a new generation ofChinese clientele: one

that is more sophisticated, has wealth that its parents'generation did not

have, has greater freedom to travel, and is seeking contemporary luxury.

It's a new frontier, culturally and demographically, and one that will swiftly

evolve in our lifetime.

ln the next 10 years, by 2025, Chinese cities will have an addltlonal

350 million inhabitants compared to today in a rapid urbanization effort.

Putting that in perspective, the entire U.S. popuiation today is about 320

million. And to be sure, though, about 60 percent of those 350 million will

be urbanized wrthout leaving home as their towns will be designated
"urban" and growth will occur around them. Still, the numbers are

staggering as a huge segment ofone country's population, representing

a signif icant portion of the world's population, transforms from rural to

urban, from an agrarian and craft economy to business and technology.

By 2030, just 15 years from now, one in eight people in the

world will live in a Chinese city. That is, one billion people will be urban

residents in China. By that point,22l Chinese cities will each have

at least one million people. Today, only 10 U.S. cities have more than that.

Beijing alone has grown exponentially in just the last two

decades. lt's hard to imagine life in Beijing a generatlon ago as the city

has expanded continually upward and outward. The city had about

13 5 million people in 2000, 19.6 million in 2010, and now has roughly

22milion inhabitants. As a focal point for significant development,

Beijing is the heart of a megalopolis called the Jing-Jin-Ji region that

will hold 130 million people across B2,OOO square miles by 2030.

One may read this and think that, well, these are all interesting

numbers but they don't impact me here in the U.S. as a designer focused

on work in this country. But the changes do have an impact, and it is

important to see and understand. The world is becoming smaller. What

is happening in one part of the world is absolutely impacting the global

economy, the environment, and international relations, let alone design

trends. An entire segment of the world's population evolves as

perceptions are shattered, new ways of life are developed, and a culture

modernizes and urbanizes. And we must, at the very least, understand

the implications as we work toward the design of more humane cities.

Enter the lnteriors Awards by September 14

And as we think globally, this is my opportunity to remind you to enter

your best recent projects in the 37th Annual lnteriors Awards, which

honor the best in commercial interiors from around the world. The

entry deadline is September'14. Entries, which can be from any

location worldwide, are accepted in'14 professional categor es,

as wellas a student category. Winners will be published in our

January/February issue, and honored at the lnteriors Awards Breakfast.

See page 26 to read about the five lnteriors Awards jurors, and visit

contractdesign.com/interiorsawards to learn more and to enter.

Good luckl

Sincerely,

John Czarnecki, Assoc. AlA, Hon. llDA

Editor in Chief

Visit contractdesign com/editorial to read all of Editor in Chief

Jo h n Cza r ne c ki s editoriais.
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NF400 and NF401 in Hemp

A VIEW TO POSS IB ILITY
Nature shows us how to enliven the spir t and awaken our senses from the ground up, lt rs the very root of creativity and well-being. lnvite it inside

and witness ts power to positlvely inf luence human mot vation and productivity, lntroducinq the Near & Farru Collect on,

lntgffaCg" I o Foundation For Beautfu Th nkrng
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With Dynamic Lumbar for matchless comfort and maximum ergonomics.
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@ru*make the difference
for designers.
Your c!ient wants an organic look in the bath.
We've got a natural solution.

lnspired by forms found in nature, the soft, modern style of the new

Delta' Tesla Bath Collection elevates bathroom projects and delights

clients, with a full product suite that includes a freestanding tub filler,

and single-handle and vessel lavatory faucets with hands{ree Touch2orr"

Technology. Learn more about our innovative technologies, styles and

support at DeltaFaucet.com/Pro
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INDUSTRY NEWS

The Herman Miller showroom,

designed by Herman Miller
Brand Design, includes two
meeting areas and elevated
platforms showcasing
products and vignettes
for the company's Living
Office concept.

NeoGon'Showroom and Booth Design Winners Announced

Bentley, Herman MiIIer, Universal F'ibers, and DuPont Surfaces
win the 20th Annual IIDA/Contract Competition

The lnternational lnterior Design Association (llDA) and Contract

announced the winners ofthe 20th annual llDA/Contracf magaz{ne

Showroom & Booth Design Competition in June. With winners chosen

in four categories, as well as one for Best of Competition, the awards

celebrate originality of design, visual impact, effective use of materials,

and the use of space, color, texture, lighting, and graphics in showrooms

and booths in The lVerchandise N4art for NeoCon@ in Chicago.

Bentley won Best of Competition, as well as the Showrooms Less

Than or Equal to 4,000 Square Feet category. Designed by an in-house

team, Bentley's showroom was inspired by the aesthetic of punk rock

and the former New York rock club CBGB.

ln the Showrooms Greater Than or Equalto 4,000 Square Feet

category, Herman lViller won for its showroom designed by Herman

lViller Brand Design. Here, elevated platforms d splay new products

and 10 Living Office settings.

Designed by Julie Hecht, Kate l\,4icheels, and Christina Visscher

of Gensler's Chicago office, the Universal Fibers booth won the Booths

Greater Than or Equal to 400 Square Feet category. lts design allowed

users to learn about Universal Fibers on three discovery islands, which

focused on multiple chemistries, sustainability, and universal color.

DuPont Surfaces won the Booths Less Than or Equal to 400

Square Feet category. Designed by Tom lr,4arquardt, the booth included

charging stations, as well as a colorful and illuminated display of both

Corian and Zodiaq products.

The 20'15 competition jurors were Natalie Engels, llDA, of Gensler;

Christina Gonano, llDA, of Savannah College of Art and Design;

Susanne Molina, FllDA, of Klawiter and Associates; Erika tVoody, llDA,

of Blackbird Design Studio; Emily Richards, llDA, of RNL; and Abby

Scott, llDA, of Spaces, lnc.

"The winning showrooms and booths were not only visually

stunning but they created a lasting and indelibie imprint," says llDA

Executive Vice President and CEO Cheryl Durst, Hon. FllDA. "They

were a true celebration of design. We are proud to recognize them as

the very best showrooms and booth designs." -uerroRy szczEpANsKr
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lnspired by a punk rock

aesthetic and channeling

CBGB, Bentley (top two) won

Best of Competition, as well as

Than or Equal to 4,000 Square

those for Universal Fibers

Surfaces (bottom two).
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INDUSTRY NEWS

The Grand Ballroom 6t Navy

Pier (3) was decorated for The
lmagine Ball. Seen at the event:
Jetf Cartwright, Val Warner,

and Ron Leiserowitz (1). the
event co-chairs Leiserowitz,
Mary Jo Fasan, and Jeremy
Davis (2), Mac Stopa and Dana

Grizwin (4), the DIFFA/Chicago

board of directors (5), Jim
Prendergast with Cindy
Coleman and Neil Frankel
(6), and Steve Kadlec (7), the
board chair of DIFFA/Chicago.

DIFFA/Chicago's The lmagine Ball raises
nearly $soo,ooo to treat Hlv/AlDs

The Chicago design community and invited guests gathered on

June 13 for The lmagine Ball, the 27th annual black-tie fundralsing
gala for Design lndustries Foundation Fighting AIDS/Chicago

(DIFFA/Chicago). Nzlore than 600 supporters attended the gala,

held in the Grand Ballroom at Chicago's Navy Pier.

The event raised nearly 5500,000 for Chicago-area service

agencies dedicated to assjsting men, women, and children living with

HlViAlDS. With the proceeds from The lmagine Ball, DlFFAiChicago

reached a fundraising milestone by surpassing the 51 million mark

for its DIFFA/Chicago Endowment Campaign.

Known as the social kickoff for NeoCono, The lmagine Ball was

an evening of dining, dancing, and live entertainment. Val Warner, host

of ABC-7 Chicago's "Windy City LlVE," was the gala's emcee, and Dr.

John Flaherty of Northwestern lvlemorial Hospitaldelivered a keynote

on the latest HIV/AIDS research and treatment. The gala co-chairs

were Ron Leiserowitz, lVary Jo Fasan, and Jeremy Davis.

The gala included a live auction, and top items included an Audi

RB racing experience in California's wine country that sold for $6,500
and two packages for one-week stays at lvlazzini 3'1 Villa, a 13th century

residence in Umbria, ltaly, that sold for $8,000 each.

Contract magazine was the gala's national media sponsor,

and lv4odern Luxurylnteriors Chicago was the local media sponsor.

Steelcase was the presenting sponsor, Herman lViller was the legacy

benefactor, and The Design Center at The lr/erchandise lr,4art was

the sustaining benefactor.

The 2015 host sponsors were Phil Stefani Signature Events, Shaw

Contract Group, Emily Sachs Wong Luxury Real Estate, and Henricksen.

N,4esirow Financial,'lB7'1, and lVolteni & C were the cocktail sponsors,

and Wystar was the brand design sponsor. Visit diffachicago.org for

more information or to make a donation. -srnrr
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lnteriors Awards Jurors Named

Our SOth annual design contest is now open for entries.

The competition specializes in furniture components, hardware

and accessories. We seek your innovative ideas in those areas.

Entering is simple: Just go to mockett.com/contest and submit online.

Or see instructions for sending us an entry via mail or FedEx.

Deadline is Tuesday after Labor Day, September 8. So hurry!

First Place award(s) receive $1OOO, an engraved

achievement trophy, and a royalty. First Place award(s)

vary between 1 and 4; there is no limit.

Call for Entries!

t'.YeE-
!I \\\

1
)

annua
o

rntenors
awards

2O.lO Winner
Rick Poliquin, Henderson, NV

- Purse Hook

2OO9 Winner
Jeffrey Bolen,

Marina del Rey, CA

- Table Leg

2OO5 Winner
Andrea Ruggiero, NY

- SombrerorM Wire Manager

a
Um

The 37th Annual lnteriors Awards jury has been announced by Contract,

and the deadline to enter is September 14.

This year's jurors are Johnson Chou, partner, Johnson Chou

Inc. in Toronto; Guy Geier, FAIA, FllDA, managing partner, FXFOWLE

in New York; Laura Guido-Clark, Affiliate llDA, principal, Laura

Guido Clark Design in San Francisco; Martin Lesjak, founder,

INNOCAD and i3&9 Design in Graz, Austria; and Hayes Slade, AlA,llDA,
principal, Slade Architecture in New York.

Chou has designed a range of commercial, hospitality, and

residential interiors in Canada. His design for the office of Red Bull

Canada was featured on the cover of Contract in December 201].

Geier, as managrng partner of FXFOWLE, is responsible for the

strategic direction of the firm and its operations. An architect with more

than 35 years of experience, he also oversees the design of numerous

projects for corporate and institutional clients.

Guido-Clark leads Laura Guido-Clark Design, a multidisciplinary

design studio that specializes in improving the human experience

through color, materials, finishes, and patterns. She founded Project

Color Corps, a nonprofit organization dedicated to palnting urban

neighborhoods with color and pattern to impart positive messages of

optimism and hope.

Lesjak was named the 2015 Designer of the Year by Contract, and

his design of the office for Volksbank was featured in the magazine's

June 20'15 issue. The Moving Floors collection by his product design

firm'13&9 Desrgn for lr.4ohawk Group won a Gold Award and an Editors'

Choice Award in the 2O15 Best of NeoCono competition.

Slade co-founded Slade Architecture, which was selected by the

Architectural League of New York for the Emerging Voices program rn

2010. She teaches interior design at Parsons the New School for Design

and has served as co-chair of the interiors committee of the New York

chapter of the AlA.

The lnteriors Awards celebrate great design in projects across

14 categories of commercial interior architecture and design, as well as

a student category. Winners will be published in the January/February

issue of Contract and honored at the lnteriors Awards Breakfast on

January 29,2016.

Visit contractdesign.com/interiorsawards to learn more and to
enter your projects.

2O12 Winner
Andrew Elliott,
Englewood, FL

- Cord Manager

2OO8 Winner
Michael W. Davis,

RocKord, MN

- Star Grommet

2OOg Winner
John O'Connor,

Griffth, lN
- Shelf Support

(

"Fine
ArcJ..itectural

I lardware
Evourflpg

Furnitu re"'

MOCI(ETT
INC

www.mockett.com 800-523-1269
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environmentally responsible wood products
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NCARB Releases Annual Report
on Architectural Licensure

19
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The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB)

released its fourth annual report, titled NCARB by the Numbers,

exploring the behaviors of candidates for architectural licensure. Data

in the report, which is available as a free PDF download, indicates that

the number of architects licensed to practice in the U.S. is growing,

the average age of architects upon initial licensure is falling, and the

profession is becoming more diverse, with more women and minority

licensure candidates.

A new feature of this year's report is comparative statistics

for each of the 54 U.S. NCARB jurisdictions related to the Intern

Development Program (lDP) and the Architectural Registration

Examination (ARE). Other highlights from the 2015 report include:

. Between 2013and 2014, lDPcompletions increased by85 percent,

ARE completions increased by 17 percent, and the number of licensed

architects increased by 2 percent.

. The number of exam candidates who successfully completed the

ARE in 2014 was 3,719, the highest since 2OOB.

. On average, aspiring architects completed the IDP in less than five

years, and exam candidates completed the ARE in 2.5 years.

. The average age of licensed architects dropped to 33.3 years old-
the lowest age since 2001.

. Women accounted for more than 35 percent of ARE completions-
the percentage has nearly doubled since 2000.

. Racial and ethnic diversity has increased 19 percent since2OOl.

ln summarizing the data, NCARB states, "The architecture

profession is not simply healthy, but thriving."-wuRRvr BERNARD

gg
gg
&{,
&g

b Fll I e e

2A

Select No. 22 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015

r

I

J

ta i

I
i
!

-\

fi
ry

rr
7

3,543

t-

3119

.A
FSC

Visit us at NeoGon booth 8-3122

illt



SEAL

FF
fl

.INSPIRING.
now available by the fiber.

It's not gray/green/black. lt's seal. A warmer, natural mix of three

dark colors. Because your vision deserves the exact color you want,

not just the next best thing. And with limitless color combinations

from an incredible color palette of 284 colors, no one is more

committed to bringing your vision to life than Universal Fibers',,.

See how at universalfi bers.com/seal.

@lnveypx 3efresh
I gniversat Fibers is an lS0 14001 and lS0 9001 certified company.
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Perkins+Will Moves Headquarters
to Wrigley Building in Chicago

-

Architecture and design firm Perkins+Will is moving its Chicago office
from 330 N. Wabash Avenue, the former IBM Building designed by

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, to the top three floors of the Wrigley

Building's north tower. Construction of the new space is scheduled
to begin thls September, and the move is slated for February 2016.

The new 60,440-square-foot open office, which will house the
firm's 250 Chicago employees, will include a staircase connecting the
16th, 17th, and l8th floors, a flexible "living lab," and an outdoor roof

. 
terrace. The firm will design it to be certified LEED Platinum
I "We are intentionally designing our new offices with few walls and
private offices, developing a hub of creativity across business sectors
where employees will have more choices to meet in small or large
groups, formally and informally, in open spaces or jn conference rooms,"

Perkins+Will Design Director Tim Wolfe said in a statement.

The firm will be the largest tenant in the 473,000-square-foot
Wrigley Building, which has recently undergone a S70 million

renovation. Designed by Graham, Anderson, Probst & White, the
Wrigley Building has a south tower completed in 1921 and a north
tower completed in 1924.

"Our new office in the landmark Wrigley Building symbolizes our
commitment to staying in downtown Chicago in a vibrant space that
will build on our distinctive culture and responsiveness to our clients,"

Gina Berndt, managing director of the Perkins+Will Chicago office,

said in a statement.

Perkins+Will currently occupies 65,500 square feet in 330 N.

Wabash Avenue, now known as AMA Plaza, where it has been since

1992. The globalfirm, which has 24 offices, was founded in Chicago
in 1935. -MALLoRy szczEpANSKt
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Available through:

Brentano

Carnegie

C. F. Stinson

Designtex

HBF Textiles

Kravet Contract

Maharam

Mayer Fabrics

Pallas Textiles

Robert Allen Contract

Sina Pearson Textiles

Weitzner

View the entire collection at sunbrellacontract.com/showroom
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Winner in Workploce: Furni'ture/Systems
by lnlerior Design mogozine
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lhino lnternotionol Furniture Foir (Guongzhou)

lhino lnternotionol Furniture Foir (Shonghoi)

o

Fantastic Furniture aflt
a

a

m Guan$zhou & Shanghai
Better in Spring

Fresher in Autumn

:_5

L

China lmport and Export Fair Complex
Pazhou .Guangzhou

2016.3.18 -22 I 3.284.1

National Exhibition and Convention Center
(Shanghai).Hongqiao
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AUGUST

111111ililililililililililililililililililililt
OCTOBER

METROCONl5

August 13-14

Dallas Market Hall

Dallas

metrocon.info

Healthcare Facilities Symposium & Expo
October 6-8
Navy Pier

Chicago

hcarefacilities.com

NeoCon@ East

October 28-29
Pennsylvania Convention Center
Philadelphia

neoconeast.com

11111111ilililililililililililililililililililt
NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

MAISON&OBJET PARIS

September 4-8
Paris Nord Villepinte

Paris

m a iso n -objet.com

GlassBuild America
September 16-18

Georgia World Congress Center

Atlanta
glassbuildamerica.com

Contract Design Forum

November 4-6
The Brice Hotel

Savannah, Georgia
contractdesi gn.com/f orum2015

100% Design

September 23-26
Olympia London

London
l00percentdesign.co.uk

Healthcare Design Conference
November 14-17

Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center
Washington, D.C.

hcdconference.com

Arc-interiors
September 24-27

Naples Grande Hotel & Spa

Naples, Florida
arc-interiors.com

Greenbuild

November 18-20

Washington Convention Center

Washington, D.C.

greenbu ildexpo.com

1ililililililililililililililililililililililil
DECEMBER

Cersaie

September 28-October 2

Bologna Exhibition Centre

Bologna, ltaly
cers a ie. it llDEXCanade

December 2-3
Metro Toronto Convention Centre North
Toronto

iidexcanada.com
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FRAIVIELESS SIGN SYSTEIV

CONFERENCE ,lA
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Elevate Your Sign Program to New Levels!

With a low-profile, floating appearance and

frameless design, TLEVATE presents a new range

of possibilities to the design community while

offering 100% updatability at the {acility level.

Regency
Fine Art
Brokers

Patent Applied For

MEN

€ Contenn(o R6oms

, Reaeption

388 Granl $treet, SE

Atlanta, Ceorg,a 303 12

Web: www, apcosigns.conr

Email: sales@apcosigns.com

Phone:877-988-APCOapcosrgnr.com
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Make life at work better.
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Discover our 2015 collection
New seating, desking and technology solutions that transform how
people communicate, collaborate and connect,

Visit inscapesolutions. com/new-collection

a" t
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Tracking lnternal Metrics for Greater Firm Prosperity
by Evelyn M. Lee, AIA

COLUMNIST

Evelyn M. Lee, AlA,

writes a regular column

for Contract on business

practices in design

and professional

development. Lee is

a senior strategist at

MKThink, the ideas

company for the built
environment based in

San Francisco, and holds

graduate degrees in

architecture, public

administration, and

business administration.

Lee has served on the

AIA national board of
directors, and in 2014,

she received the AIA

Young Architects

Award. Her website

is evelynlee.com.

For my firm, MKThink, I recently

researched a variety of enterprrse

resource planning (ERP) and

professional services automation (PSA)

software programs that could support

our needs without breaking the bank.

As a growing firm, lVKThink is looking

to expand from 38 to more than 50

employees by the end of 2015. While

we are faced with a lot of opportunities,

there is also a need to centralize our

in-house reporting mechanisms

regarding time allocation, expenses,

and project management. The most

important advice I can offer firms looking

to either institute a new system or

change an existing internal system is to

start by asking which metrics, beyond

typical key performance indicators, are

meaningful to your firm's success.

Resource planning

lVany software programs have the ability

to track utilization rate and net revenue

per employee. While important, these

data points are merely one portion of

what I would consider necessary

Tesource planning. As a multidisciplinary

firm, it is challenging for lVKThink to

ensure that it has the right individuals on

the right projects at the right time, given

the vanation o[ skills and exper ence

both inside and outside of the design

profession. Successf ul resource

planning improves project delivery,

tracks all available staff skills, and helps

employees to be sure they recerve

necessary professional development

and leadership training to continue to

grow as individuals. Understanding all

of the skills that each staff member has,

or would like to have and further develop,

enables the firm to build a strategy that

can address possible Tesource

shortages on projects or in potential

growth markets. And that knowledge

can play a key role in hiring, leadership

development, and talent retention.

Client acquisition costs

Deciphering accurate client acquisition

costs can help firms build a better

business development strategy. What

is the conversion rate of a contact

you meet at a networking event, a

conference, or fol owing a presentation

you have given? How many hours do you

spend talking to a potential client, on

the phone or in person? How many

hours does your firm spend writing

potential proposals for a client or going

through their procurement process by

responding to an RFO or RFP? Time is

money, and a firm needs to consider the

value of its time spent acquiring clients.

lf there is a particular kind of client

that requires less time to pursue, perhaps

it s worth chasing this type of client on

a more regular basis. On the other hand,

it may become clear that quests in a

growth market are not working out, and

it may be time for the firm to consider

a new strategy or market altogether.

For MKThink, tracking these metrics

as part of our operations plannrng

required ERP software that also

incorporated a customer relationship

management (cRlv) system.

Lifetime value of a client

Understanding the profit margin of any

firm is important, but it may not be as

important as knowing the lifetime value

of a client. Many firms often have a stable

of clients that they can count on for work

on a reoccurring basis. This client

knowledge can help a firm understand

how much time it should allocate to

client acquisition and, more importantly,

the costs it should project for client

retention. The information can help firms

determine the investment acquisition

cost, or the initial cost a firm is willing to

expend on a customer knowing that

there is a greater opportunity to provide

services for that client over time, even

if there is an initial loss. Knowing the

lifetime value of a client, tracking the

extra hours spent retaining a client

versus the oveTall services provided,

and easily recognizing the scope and

types of projects delivered {or a given

client will help the practice better

understand its project pipeline and

staff allocation needs.

Collecting these three extra data

points may be easy or tedious depending

on the software and current operational

processes within a firm, so it is important

to only track data points that you intend

to use to inform strategic decisions. That

said, tracking meaningful metrics could

make a big difference if a firm smartly

plans based upon its own data. c
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TOGETHER WE IMAGINED
A WORLD \ATITHOUT AIDS
And reached $1 million for the DIFFA Chicago Endowment

Let's see what we can achieve next year.

DIFFA CHICAGO 2016 GALA

06 I11 116
CHICAGO MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN MAGNIFICENT MILE

FELLOWSgIP PR€SENTED SY

BMO Hamis Bank

L€GACY AENEFACTOR

PRESENTING SPOilSORS

Steelcree

contract
NATIONAL ilEDIA SPONSOR

shaw contract group

EMILY SACI{S WONG

Moheni&C

SATURDAY JUNE II 2OT6

CHICAGO MARRIOTT DOWNTOW
MAGNIFICENT MILE

ot FFACH I CAGO.O RGlBELt EVE
INFO g DIFFACHICAGO.ORG
312.644.6412

(DHermanMilter

THT DTSIGT{ GEl{TtR
at I[t tilc[Ail0tsr tAtI

Henricken

Itl7'i

Meslif,w Financial. ..r
MSPtro'
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Tre n d way
Trendway.com/volo Over 45 years of architectural wall experience.
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Visualize Your Volo.

Our new.Volo Movable Wall supports a wide range of
needs with ease. Personalize Volo with a broad selection
of materials and finishes. Design Volo with a variety of
options for tiles, bases, doors and more. Appreciate Volo
for its clean lines, friendly design, and easy installation.
Value Volo as it reconfigures time and again to support
Organizational. changes.

kagine Volo exactly,the way you want it.
..-*



PRODUCT FOCUS Mixing and Matching a Classic

HBF debuts the adaptable Parker Table collection
designed by Travis Clifton

t

&ar

IfI rr ..aBr

HBF's Parker Table collection was inspired by the classic Parsons table,

a simple rectangular table with square legs of the same thickness as

the tabletop. According to legend, in the 1930s, French interior designer

Jean-N/ichel Frank asked students of the Paris branch of Parsons

School of Design to conceive a table so basic that it would retain its

integrity when clad in any material. Travis Clifton (pictured above)-
who practiced interior architecture and design with Chicago firms,

including Gary Lee Partners, before founding her own practice,

T. Clifton Design-designed HBF's Parker Table collection with

clean lines and many finish options in the spirit of Frank's vision.

"We wanted to create a table with a timeless, simple design that
can transform based on what space it's in or what decisions the

designer makes with it," Clifton says. "The final result, the Parker Table,

has a classic appearance that is a fresh take on the familiar, with elegant

details that make this table unique."

Available in coffee ('1), console, side, bar, counter, and worktable

versions, the Parker Tables feature a beam that supports the weight of

the tabletop. The inset top comes in a variety of materials, including ash

walnut, smoke gray quartz, concrete Corian, and other solid surfaces.

The table itself is available in ash (2), high-gloss white (3) or gray, and

walnut (4) finishes. Any combination of materials can be specified,

or the tables can be ordered without tops so that designers can

customize the insert.

The 42-inch high bar version of the Parker Table comes with an

optional plinth base (5) in standard wood, brushed brass, copper, or

aluminum. Other elective features are purse hooks and under-counter

troughs with electrical outlets. -uunnyE ernruano

hbf.com

Reader Service No.219
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Use our coordinated system to develop spaces that work in any segment, room to room, floor to ftoor. From soft to hard surface,

our ftoors are desig ned to spea k to each other or make a statement individua tly. Find out more at ta rkettna.com.

@Tarkett
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PRODUCT FOCUS Setting the Stage

Teknion creates a flexible, adjustable workplace furniture
collection that integrates storage and space-deflning elements

ll
J

-l'

4

Teknion introduces upstage, a workplace furniture collection that

blends aspects of panel-based systems with casegoods. Based on

a simple platform-the "stage" from which the collection takes its

name-the design eliminates the constraints of a single benching

frame or panel, allowing the designer to configure the products both

horizontally and vertically along the staging unit to create a variety of

layered work surfaces.

The staging unit (3), which is equipped with power and data,

fuses together a set of height-adjustable tables, cabinets, shelves,

cubbies, screens, and desks. Each of these movable, stackable,

and mixable elements offers the user privacy, acoustic control,

storage, and collaborative workspace options.

Featuring operable solid or perforated metal louvers, the cubbies

and shelves (1 and 2) can be arranged in multiple variations to give the

user ample storage space. The flexible, magnetic fabric screens (4)

provide privacy wlthout completely closing off a personal workspace

and can easily be removed.

UpStage also includes a large selection of customizable

materials: bold textiles. wood veneer, translucent and back-painted

glass, perforated metal, and an array of metal finishes.

"lt does not require a tremendous amount of assembly," says

Teknion Vice President of Design and lnnovation Steve Verbeek.

"Upstage is more like Lego blocks, with layers of elements that we place

upon, beneath, or adjacent to the stage. They are easy to rearrange

and relocate without tools." -urrLoRy szczEpANSKr

teknion.com

Reader Service No.22O
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secu rity sirn plif ied"'
for the mobile workforce

Numeris@ enables storage options

f lexibility to adapt

to the evolving workspace.
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I Willowbrookr Petalumar CA 949541 707.766 6000

www.digilock.corn
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EARN UP TO 23 CEUs!
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BEST OF NEOCON'i 2015

Best of NeoCon'2OIs
Eighty-eight awards presented in the
26th annual Best of NeoCon'competition

The Best of Neocono Breakfsst
was held at the Ren€issance

Hotel (1) in Chicago. Editor
in Chief John Czarnecki and

Best of Neocono' Competition
Director Eileen McMorrow (2)

presented awards to
representatiyes of the winners.
Those accepting awards from
McMorrow included Anna

Stinson of CF Stinson (3) and

Suzanne Tick representing
Tandus Centiva (4). Accepting
the Best of Competition award,

Dan Tuohy (5) of Tuohy

Furniture Corporation,
described the design
of workstyles.

In the 26th annual Best of NeoCon@ 2015 competition, SS awards were presented

by Contract magazine Editor in Chief John Czarnecki at the Best of NeoCon@

Breakfast in Chicago on June 15. The Best of Competition distinction went to
Tuohy Furniture Corporation for WorkStyles (page 52) by the design consortium
of David Fuehrer, Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback, and Robert Mariduena.ln addition
to Gold and Silver Awards, eight !nnovation Awards (page 70) and four Editors'
Choice Awards (page 69) were given.

This year, a total of 38O products were enteredin 42 product and furnishing

categories. The jury of industry professionals was composed of interior
designers and architects, as well as corporate, government, and institutional
facilities management professionals who are responsible for selecting and buying
furniture and furnishings for their organizations or clients. Jurors were organized
into eight teams to view and hear presentations on each product in person

at The Merchandise Mart. Manufacturers and product designers also had the
opportunity to discuss product details and to answer jurors'questions.

The Best of NeoCon@ is sponsored by Contract magazine, The Merchandise
Mart Properties, lnc., the lnternational lnterior Design Association (!lDA), the
lnternational Facility Management Association (IFMA), and the McMorrow Report

for Facilities Management. All Best of NeoCon@ competition winners are featured
on contractdesign.com, contract-network.com (which also includes all Best

of NeoCon@ entrants), and mcmorrowreports.com.
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Thanks to all of our
Best of NeoCon- 2015 jurors

Deslgns Jurors

Designer

Wight & Company

Chicago

Senior lnter ior Designer

Scott Brownrigg

New York

Helen Joo. llDA

Senior Associate/

lnterbr StudioLeadet
Ballinger

Philadelphia

:::
Director of Design,

Workplace Strategy

Unispace

Chicago

Anne Driskell. llDA

I nte r ior Desig ne r, F acil itie s

Management Department
State Farm

Bloomington, lllinois

Architect
keddie architecture

Calgary, Alberta

Elisabeth Post-Marner. AIA

Design Arector
Unispace

NewYork

Oirector of Facilities and Energy

Four Seasons Produce

Ephrata, Pennsylvania

Associate Partner

Marmon l/'lok Architecture
San Antonio

Janet Kobylka

Program Manager

Stanford Health Care

Palo Alto, California

:

Vice Prcsident

Zimmerman Architectural

Studios

Milwaukee

Associate Project Manager

Oregon Health & Science

University

Portland, Oregon

Owner

STUDIO 626

Honeoye Falls, New York

Lori Kolthoff

Creative M a nag ing D{r*tq
FRCH DesignWorldwide

Cincinnati

David D. Stone. llDA

bsignDirectu
NELSON

Boston

Richard Tepp, AIA

Assciate
Solomon Cordwell Buenz

Chicago

DanielWelborn, AIA

Principal

The Gettys Group

Chicago

Kristi Hartwell

tndustiat Engineer

John Crane

Morton Grove, lllinois

Oesign Director
lA lnterior Architects
Chicago

Design Principal

Lavallee Brensinger Architects
Portland, Maine

Project Manager,

Facilities Planning

& Management

University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin
Founder

2 Point Perspective

architecture + interiors

Chicago

Michael J. Lubbers. AIA

Vice President/
Creative Director

Wight & Company

Chicago
Amy Hoffer

Fac i I ities 5 p ace P h n ne r
B@z Allen Hamilton

Bellevue, Nebraska
Natalie Engels, llDA

D$ign Director/
SenbrAssociate
Gensler

San Jose, California

Tuuli Makinen

Sen,brDesigner

CBT Architects
Boston

l,,1arlyn Zucosky. llDA

Dir*tor of lntsiot Design

JZA+D
Princeton, NewJersey

Lisa Rerher

LSA FacilitiesManager

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Partner

Gow Hastings Architects
Toronto

Design Pr incipal, lnter iorc

Jacobs Global Buildings
(KlingStubbins)

Philadelphia

F*ility Manager JuroE

lnterior Project Manager

Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

Diector of Facilities/
Property Manager

The lnstitute of Cultural Affairs

Chicago

lnterior Design Director
granum a/i

Radnor, Pennsylvania

Lori N4ccilberry

Senior Associate/

Registered I nter iot Oesi gner
Corgan

Dallas

President

The Facility Group

Tulsa, Oklahoma Team Leader ll. Facilities

Raytheon
Burlington, MassachusettsAlison House

I nte r io r D esig ne r/ P roject
Manager

Getsloff Design Group

Rochester, New York

Maryanne MacNeil

Senior Afficiate/
Seniot lnteriot DesigH
Bullock Tice Aswiates
Pensacola, Florida

Facilities Manager

The lnstitute of Cultural Affairs

Chicago Associate Director of Facilities

& Capital Projects

Valparaiso University

Law School

Valparaiso, lndiana

Head of Global Workplace

Desi g n & Co m m u n icat ion s

Red Hat

Raleigh, North Carolina

F acilities P roject Ma nager

SAP America

Owner

Kelly Jahn lnterior

Architecture & Desiqn
Rochester, New York

Principal

Karen Muraoka lnterior Design
Honolulu

NeMown Square, Pennsylvania
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BEST OF NEOCON' 2015

Best of Gompetition
The iury gives the top Best of NeoCon" award
to Tuohy Furniture Corporation's WorkStyles

Conceived by the design consortium of David Fuehrer, Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback,

and Robert Mariduena for Minnesota-based manufacturer Tuohy Furniture
Corporation, the WorkStyles collection (opposite) of office furnishings was

named Best of Competition in the 2015 Best of NeoCon@ awards. The collection
also received Gold Awards in both the Case Goods (page 55) and Furniture
Systems categories (page 58), a Silver Award in the Furniture Collections for
Collaboration category (page 59), and an lnnovation Award in the Tables:

Occasional category (page 71).

WorkStyles offers an alternative to the typical private office by creating
spaces for both individual work and collaboration. lnstead of a monolithic look
for the entire collection, WorkStyles offers a variety of elements that can serve
as a centerpiece within both private offices and open plan areas.

The collection of 21 products includes furnishings (4 and 5) that are

adaptable to multiple uses throughout an office environment, from focused work
to conference areas. Tables are available in fixed-height, adjustable-height, and

standing-height versions. Wall panels may be wood, white Corian,3M DI-NOC,

or back-painted glass. Credenza modules come in depths of 20 and 24 inches
either as open shelves with optional sliding bento boxes or as lateral storage files.
The collection also includes chairs (2) and lounge seating for both casual and

conference settings.
WorkStyles furnishings are available in a broad material palette, including

FSC-certified wood, aluminum, and steel. Standard resin finishes for metal bases
(1) may be replaced with designers'choices of custom shades, and details such as

colorful, stitched leather drawer pu!!s (3 and Best of NeoCon@ Winners cover) add
playfulness and a tactile quality to the furnishings. -v u nnyE BE RNARD

52 contractdesign.com JULY I AUOUST 2O15
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BEST OF NEOCON, 2015

1. Skyline Design: Patricia
Urquiola Collection

des gnor Patricia Urquiola

@ilitlf.-
2. CARVART: Cl Collection

ces oncr Ferreira Design

Company

3. Kl: Evoke

gold and silver awards
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4. Navy lsland, lnc.: SoundPly

Formation Acoustic Panels

des gner Ben Stone

5. Tandus Centiva: lndent
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Mitil-
6. Mohawk Group: Lakir
Collection by Durkan
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Carpet: Modularre
7. Mohawk Group:

Moving Floors

Case Goods

ffi
9. Tuohy Furniture
Corporation: WorkStyles

des grers Mohawk Group
and13&9 Desrgn 

l

8. Tandus Centivar Avant

des gre': David Fuehrer,

Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback,

and Robert Mariduena

10, Bernhardt Design:

Compositions
des grer Tandus Centiva
Design Group

designer Richard Holbrook
a.3aer S-..' a€ l'..1c 23C

I 
silver award

silver asard
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2015

Conf erence Room Furniture

11. Okamura: Traverse

deslgner HOK Product
Design Team

iia:r,ii ::rv ar-- \.r. 23-

12. HALCON: SKILL

deslgner Andreas Krob

gold and silver awards

Education Solutions

fnfl3w
13. Steelcase: Brody

WorkLounge

designer Steelcase

Design Studio
Reader Se'r rr: l'lr 233

14. HOWE: SixE Learn

des gner PearsonLloyd

11

Reader Serv ce No.232

Reader Service No.234

56
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15

16
FixturesFiles & Mobile Storage

Systems

15. f luidconcepts: Bob-The

Mobile Office

des gner Byron Leclair

16. Lovair: Ribbon Collection

es gners Sebastian Conran

Associates and Lymn

Associates Limited
: .: ::

Flooring: Hard Surface,

Tile & Stone

ffi
17. Tandus Centiva:

Asymmetric

designer Suzanne Tick
ia:-r: :!. ,. a.a lr: :-:;-

Effi
18. Kinetex by J+J Flooring
Group: Umbra/Umbra Stripe

desrgner Dan Metzger

ay
Reader Servrce No 238
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2O15

.r: -r :i,ir:r:, .,::.. -. l-:

19. Tuohy Furniture
Corporation: WorkStyles

designers David Fuehrer,

Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback,

and Robert Mariduena
R:ialar Sf r a i.la -l:-rw
20. Scale 1:1: G-Series Double/
Single Workstation

gold and silver awards

designer David Winston
Reidei Serv ce Nc 240

I

'

20

Furniture Systems:

Enhancements

W
21. Groupe Lacasse: C.l.T.E.

Office Furniture System

by Lacasse

designer Groupe Lacasse
Reader Service No 24

22

22. JRB Studio: AnimaterSC

d-.s gners Thomas J, Newhouse

and the JRB Studio Design

and Development Team

58 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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+ I:T Furniture: Benchingrc
23. West Elm Workspace with
lnscape: West Elm Workspace

Bench Collection

Furniture Collections
for Collaboration

25. SIXINCH North America:

Grove by SIXINCH - Slide

desiqners Jeff Hanoosh and

David Parshad

24. AIS: Oxygen Sit/Stand

des gner Bill Stewich

27. Designtex: Check Up

Collection

des gre'Designtex
Design Studio

28. Momentum Group:

Snapshot Collection

des g.ers Steven Meier, Robert

Mariduena, Thomas Fernandez,

and David Behles

26. Tuohy Furniture
Corporation: Workstyles

ces gners David Fuehrer,

Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback,

and Robert Mariduena

1,

silier award

silveraward i

eilier award

28 designef Henry Domke, M.D.
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2015

29. Patcraft: Life & Style

designers Pamela Rainey

and Megan Dmitrenko

gold and silver awards

30. Tarkett Johnsonite:
Acczent Flourish

designers Janette Murray
and Andlelka Tica
;.!::dar :: ,/ aa 1."! 25i

Healthcare: Guest/Lounge
Seating

ffi
31. Carolina: Rein +

Healthcare: Patient Seating

W
33. Wieland: The Accord
Recliner

des gner OFS Brands Studio
Reader Service No 251

32. Kl: Soltice Metal

des gner Paul James

60

Reader Service No.252
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Lighting: Decorative

34. Sensitile Systems: FIN

desrgner Abhinand Lath

36

Lounge Furniture Collectionsre*
37. izzy+: Sylv;

des gner Joey Ruiter

38. Source lnternational:
CrissCross Lounge

deslgner Joachim Jensen of
Dygon Product Development

\

silveroward

Lighting: Task/Desktop,
Furniture-lntegrated

i,1:llifYW
35. Koncept: UCX Pro

desrqners Edmund Ng

and Kenneth Ng

des gner Humanscale

Design Studio

3llvd.ward

silver ewald

38
contract
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silver award

BEST OF NEOCONO 2015 gold and silver awards

Office Accessories Seating: Barstools

illffii
40. Andreu World:

Lineal Barstool

39. Ghent, a GMi Company:

LINK Hex -r4

Ail

des gner KEM Studio desrgner Lievore Altherr Molina

41. Davis Furniture:
Join Barstool

des gner Wolfgang C. R. Mezger

40

L
42. HBF: Cheval Collection

des gner Wout Speyers

Eil
43. Green Furniture Concept:

Nova C Bench Series

des gner Johan Berhin

42

contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2OI5
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Seating: Conference

ii=.'tre
44. Andreu World:

Flex Executive

deslgner Piergiorgio Cazzaniga

45. Gunlocke: Avoca

Swivel Seating

des gner Kevin Stark

46

47

I }

"€rf
t

I
45

Itrfi'E-
46. Wilkhahn: lN

des gfers Michael Englisch
and wiege GmbH

47. Boss Design: Coza

designer Design Ballendst
R,.adL.. Se.', .e rlt -i.- o
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2O15

Seating: Guest

48. HBF: Carlyle Collection

designer Kevin Stark

gold and silver awards

49

49. Humanscale;

Occasional Chair

oes gners Niels Diffrient and

Humanscale Design Studio

Seating: Sofas & Lounge

50. Andreu World: Couve

designer Piergiorgio Cazzaniga

' ":rl: '.r '. : : :l,r . ' '

qtw
51. Gunlocke: Urbana Lounge

des gner Kevin Stark Keader Se

I

. .,... ., . ..,l::lli):r,l:li:,ilii1,.r'i., ...i:

52. Davis Furniture: A-Chair

designer Jehs+Laub

53. HBF: Andaz Collection

52
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64

deslgner Todd Bracher
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Signage & Wayfinding

54. APCO Graphics, lnc.:

Elevate

des gners Ben Bell

and Danny Roberts

Ped iatrics

55

Space Dividers/Partitions/
Screens

57. BuzziSpace: BuzziFalls

designer Sas Adriaenssens

Soft ware for Specifications

55. Spec Simple: Virtual
Library

designer Suzanne Swift

56. MAI: MAlCompletely
Furnished Office Budget Tool

designer Mark Bassil

Reader Servrce No 276

Reader Servrce No.277

58. Snowsound USA:

Snowsound Space

designer Marc Sadler

YIRTUAL L1BRARY
powered bY
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silver awaid
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2015

Tabies: Training & Workre
63. Knoll: Pixel

designer Marc Krusin
Reader Serv ce t"lc 283

64. HALCON: SKILL

des gner Andreas Krob

gold and silver awards

Surfacing Materials/Finishes

ryffi
59, Mosaico Digitale: Mosaico

Digitale

des gners Karim Rashid

and Mac Stopa

60.3form: Full Circle Metallics

oes gner 3form

Tables: Occasional

61. HBF: Cheval Collection

des gner Wout Speyers

Reader Serv ce No 281

62. Andreu World: Reverse

Occasional

designer Piergiorgio Cazzaniga

Re:der Ser! ce !i 2t2

60

61

64

Reader Service No.284

62 w

O)

award

bb

63
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des -iti.": Samu Hdllfors
and Sini Koivisto

65. Framery: Framery O

66. SIXINCH North America:

Solar Powered Lilly Shade

Cesigners Steven Meier, Robert

Mariduena, Thomas Fernandez,

and David Behles

65

D

67. Arthur Holm: Dynamic3Talk

cjes gner Arthur Holm

68. Steelcase: Thread

designer Steelcase

Design Studio

contract

sili|er.award
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BEST OF NEOCONO 2O15 gold and silver awards

Textiles: Upholstery Wall Treatments

I.!E!!&KW
69. KnollTextiles: The Adjaye
Collection by David Adjaye
for KnollTextiles

Redwood Paneling

designer TerraMai

designer David Adjaye

Reacer Senr ce No 28!r

72. HBF Textiles: Cork Cloth

71. TerraMai: Lost Coast

Reader Serv ce No.29'l

70. Camira Fabrics:

Natural Blends
des gner Erin Ruby

Reader Serv ce No.292

des gners Samantha Daniels

and Jane Marks-Yewdall

Window Treetments

73. Carnegie: Alchemy

designer Carnegie

Creative Studio
R-^rder Serlrce f.li 2.r:

74
Workplace Technologies

74. Group Dekko: Ashley

Trio+ Bezel

des gners Brian Rupert

and Richard J. Page

75. SpaceCo Business

Solutions, lnc.: Power,

Data & Communications
Module (PDCM)

dcs gners Ole Smed

and Spaceco Business

Solutions, lnc.

silveraward .

EI

68

75
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editors'choice award

editors'choice awards

76. Mohawk Group:

Moving Floors

deslgners Mohawk Group

and 13&9 Design

80

Case Goods

and Furniturei Benching

77 and 78. West Elm

Workspace with lnscape:

West Elm Workspace

Bench Collection

designers Jeff Hanoosh

and David Parshad

I
a

)i:€,

itoa

79. Designtex: Play Date

Lounge Furniture Collections

@
80, Knoll: Prism

editors'choie award

editors' choice award

des gner David Adjaye

contract
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EEST OF NEOCON' 20',15

81. Patcrafti
Deconstructed Metal

des gners Pamela Rainey

and Jessica Herring

82

84

70 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015

innovation awards

Case Goods

82. Sandler Seating: Nomado

des gner Martin Ballendat

Reader Service No.301

Furniture Collections
for Collaboration

HritffilFil
83. SIXINCH North America:

Grove by SlxlNcH - Slide

des gners Steven Meier, Robert

Mariduena, Thomas Fernandez,

and David Behles

84. CF Stinson: Project ACS

designer Stinson Studio
Rea(ler 5.rr v ce No 303
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t 85 Seating: Benches

85. Keilhauer: CHEMISTRY

:re: a:efs Martan Bergmann

and Gernot Bohmann(D J
{D

r1
Seating: Guest

86. idesk: Muse

des gner Alexandros
Stasinopoulos

I
I

87

Seating: Sofas & Lounge and
Lounge Furniture Collections

87. Kl: Sway

desrgners Scott Bosman

Tables: Occasional

88. Tuohy Furniture
Corporation: WorkStyles

oesrgne.s David Fuehrer,

Ehren Gaag, Jay Koback,

and Robert Mariduena

and Tad Lenhart
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BEST OF NEOCON! 2015 winner profile

Tuohy Furniture Corporation: WorkStyles

best of

2015

Best of
Competition

best of

2415

Cofitract

Co'iitract

6'iiiitract

A
biiiitract

Jurors Comments
, Wonderfully thought out

with human touches
, Greatcomfortina

small footprint

" The two-tier table is
good for collaboration
and coffee

" Thoughtfullydesigned
and beautifully detailed

, Leather pullsarewarm and

add to the sophistication
and elegance ofthe pieces

, This hitsan untapped market
, Privateofficeinan

open landscape

WorkStyles

Best of Competition: Furniture Systems

Gold Award: Furniture Systems

Gold Award: Case Goods

Silver Award: Furniture Collections for Collaboration

lnnovation Award: Tables: Occasional

It's a Gen Y world, built on customization and collaboration. Hence, WorkStyles is

a customizable case good system with integrated lounge compatibility for both

individual and group work. Workstyles supports the preference for personalization

and the teaming characteristics of Gen Y workers. lt makes switching from "pack work"

(i.e., group problem solving) to individual focused work quick and easy. Designed

to offer a more casual alternative to traditional case goods, WorkStyles also speaks to

today's blending of work life and personal life. The seating elements provide a retreat

from our fast-paced world.

2015

Silver Award

72 contractdesign,com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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A WorkStfes Soluf,on. rre WorkStyles
Collection offers a pr&ocative alternative
to the typical private office by creating, .

inspired spaces for both individual work and
collaborative interactions. lnstead of a single
workwall expression for the entire collqclion,
Workstyles offers a range of "statement-
making" elements as centerpieces to a
universal workplace platform designed.

7

: 'qil
,Et _'!r! Five Best of NeoCon Awards,

*r use in private office and open plan areas
' equally. Easily re-purposed tables and storage
1.. readily adapt to a range of environments and
, office footprints. Design by David Fuehrer, Ehren

Gaag, Jay Koback and Roberto Mariduena.

. . ,,.... Tuohy Furniture Corporation
":,,:.t: 900.593.1696 e: info@tuohyfurniture.com
'..i 

- w: tuohyfurniture.com

Seleqt No. 103 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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BEST OF NEOCON! 2015 winner profile

Groupe Lacasse: C.I.T.E. Office Furniture System by Lacasse

C.l.T.E. Office Furniture System by Lacasse

Gold Award: Furniture Systems: Enhancements

When C.l.T.E. benching furniture was launched in 2O'10, its commercial success and

product appreciation were quite tangible. Today, the number of benching furniture

offerings on the market have considerably increased. Users are now looking for

solutions to improve privacy, and paradoxically, companies want to multiply teaming

environments. These main findings have motivated the redesign of C.lT E.

biiiitract

Jurors Comments
, Beautiful product
, Expansiveandefficient
, Greatdetails
, Broadandexcellent

configuration options
, Uniquebenching
, Very cool
, Clean,streamlined,and

uncluttered benching that
can span eight-foot !engths

t

74 contractdesign,com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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COLLABORAi]VE
IN I']OVATIVE
TC / A lrN nI L-lV trtu

ENV IROI.]IVl ENTS a

o aOe
Off ice Furniture System

a

-

1.888.522.2773
www,groupelacasse.com

C.l.T.E. has achieved
GREENGUARD GOLD Certification

LACASSC
A GROUPE LACASSE BRAND

Select No. 2 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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BEsroFNEocoN! 2o1s Winnef pfOfile

HBF: Cheval, Carlyle, and Andaz Collections
HBF Textiless Cork Cloth

best of

2415

best of

2015

6iiiitract

Jurors Comments
, Simply beautiful
, Clean aesthetic
, Greatdesign andfunctionality
, Excellentconceptthat makes

for a comprehensive line

of furniture
, Reconfigurablewith

simple connections
, Detailingandattention

to hardware-well done
, Versatile-can be used in

many different settings
, Exquisite construction that

is also very sturdy

Ciifitract

Jurors Comments

" Simpleandelegantdesign
, Beautiful line

" Ability to mix and match legs

and shells is beneficial
, Theglidesarea

coveted accessory

" Goodfunction:bumpersfor
protection, highly stackable
with cart

, Nicely proportionedchairand

stool, especially the down

turn on the front ofthe seat
, Verycomfortable

Cheval Collection

Gold Award: Seating: Benches

Gold Award: Tables: Occasional

Wout Speyers redefines the term 'multifunctional'in

his Cheval series. Cheval's curved, clean form reduces

complexity while increasing its adaptability, allowing it

to serve as modern bench or sophisticated table

depending on the user or environment.

r

Coiitraa

Jurors Comments
, Excellent craftsmanship

" Nicely detailed wood

construction with beautiful
stained ash finishes

, Graceful fromalldirections
, Very nicedetail whereseat

and back meet
, Elegant reversetaper

of back leg
, High-quality solid

aluminum footrails
, Classicstyle, gre6tvalue,

lots of variety
, Very beautiful and

comfortable to sit on

bohtract

Jurors Comments
, Wonderful,lOO percent

natural material

" Feelsand looksluxuriant,
sumptuous, and rich

, Exceptional colorways
, Lovethe depth and versatility
, Soft hand with atextural,

leatherlike feel
, Resistsstsinsandodors,

impressive wear rating,
beneficial for acoustics

D lnstallationasa
wallcovering is easy

, Bravol

Carlyle Collection

Gold Award: Seating: Guest

Named for the historic Carlyle Hotel in New York City,

this series designed by Kevin Stark celebrates the

beauty of timeless design. Combining rich materiality

with classic forms, Carlyle highlights the natural beauty

of quarter-sawn Ash with a distinct curved back.

Cork Cloth

Silver Award: Wall Treatments

Cork Cloth, from HBF Textiles's Erin Ruby Collection, is

an innovative fabric made from cork. Cork is a versatile

and pliable material used in everything from floor tiles to

tack surfaces and wine bottles. This pattern explores its

use in cloth form as an alternative to leather in four

colorways: birch, brick, earth, and slate.

Andaz Collection

Silver Award: Seating: Stacking

Created in response to the casual cafe environment,

Todd Bracher's Andaz series of versatile stools and

stackable chairs marries perfect portion with material

diversity Refined elegance paired with simplicity of form,

Andaz achieves aesthetic flexibility with a sophisticated

palette and range of upholstery, wood and paint styles.

best of

2015

best of

2015

76 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2O15
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The Erin Ruby Collection captures the essence of time-worn beauty
and embodies the serenity that comes with age. By exploring innovative
weave structures and yarn combinations, the designs achieve an unexpected,
hand-rendered quality that celebrate the character of everyday materials.

AWarmWelcome.

FI BF-

TEXTILESwww.hbf textiles.com
Select No. 129 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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BEST OF NEOCON. 2015 winner profile

Koncept lnc3 UCX Pro

best of

2015

cohtract

Jurors Comments
, Love theabilityto switch

from cool to warm
, Dimming, single, and

group control
u Canbemagnetic

to connection

" Freemobileappcontrolled
via Wi-Fi

" Automaticshutoff
, Simple,sleek,elegant design

" Touch features and Kelvin

control are great, and so is

the ability to rotate the unit
60 degrees for task or
ambient lighting

, Verywellthought-out

UCX Pro

Gold Award: Llghting: Task/Desktop, Furniture-lntegrated

Following the immense success of the original UCX LED undercabinet light (winner

of 2011 Best of NeoCon@ Gold and Red Dot: Product Design 2012 awards), Koncept

is releasing the UCX Pro light. This new version enters Koncept's Pro family (l',/osso

Pro LED desk and floor lamps), which is characterized by features including a built-in

touch strip, tunable color capabilities from warm white to cool white, optional

occupancy sensing, and enhanced efficacy, all while maintaining an emphasis on

ultra high energy efficiency, intuitive control, and sleek, minimalistic design. UCX Pro

can be controlled via a Wi-Fi module using the Koncept app. Schedule your light to

automatically change in intensity and light color throughout the day to synchronize

with your body's "built-in clock" and circadian rhythm. Use the personal detection

feature to automatically turn on with your set schedule when it connects to Wi-Fi,

and automatically turn off when you leave.

78 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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the NeoCon GOLD Award-Winning

UCX Pro
LED Undercabinet Light

I
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323 261 8999 | sales@koncept'com Use our app to conrrorthe right brightness. coror

koncept.com/UCXpro temperature. and to schedule an automated timer to
match natural circadian rhythms

Select No. 118 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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BEST OF NEOCON' 2015 winner profile

Carolina: Rein +

oest o

2415

boiitract

Jurors Comments
, Beautiful design

" Appreciatethescalefor
maximizing seat count

, lntegrated power

is a grest benefit
, Outstandingwood

finish options
, Lovetheslimarmcap
, Tablelegmatchesthe

chair for ganging
, Excellentbariatricweight

capacity at 5O0 pounds
, Slimline design reduces

footprint of product
, Good,cleandesignat

a great price point

Rein +

Gold Award: Healthcare: Guest/Lounge Seating

Rein + is a comprehensive collection of seating and occasional tables that supports
facilities and the patients they care for. As today's facilities are faced with growing
pressures and continual change, Rein + offers a unique design that supports both
value-based models and the need for future flexibility. N,4odern, streamlined designs

coupled with a broad offering of standard features and options allow Rein + to be

scaled for a facility's specific needs.

contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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Rein+

PATIENT SPACES
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BEST OF NEOCON^ 2O15 winner profile

Wieland: The Accord" Recliner

2015

bes

Contract

Jurors Comments

" Extremely innovative

" Solvesmanychallenges
, Thoughtful andthorough

design incorporates feedback
from patients, nursing stafi
and designers

, Excellentengineering
features, including arms

that raise and retract,
f oot-activated controls,
8nd a patented locking/
steering system

, Arms flip cleanly out
of transfer space

, Beautifulcasterdesign

" Magneticsteering system
for wheels is inventive

The Accord'" Recliner

Gold Award: Healthcare: Patient Seating

Accord'"-the name perfectly describes our goal when we began this prolect. Our

mandate was that every aspect of this design must be considered from the viewpoint

of those it will impact, from nurse safety to patient welfare, design flexibility, infection

control, and more. We feel we've created something unique and uniquely suited to its

purpose. lts simple yet distinctive character and intuitive, seamlessly integrated

features make using it a pleasure. Many elements come together with unity, or to
use a better word, Accord".

a2 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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BEST OF NEOCON! 2015 winner profile

Patcraft: Life & Style, Deconstructed" Metal

best of

20'r5

best of

2015

bUiitract

Jurors Comments
, Meaningfuldesign

considers multi-
generationel spaces

r Beautifuland refreshing
, Createsgraceful

environments for senior living
D Excitinginterplayof

patterns between modulsr
and broadloom

, Great rsnge of coordinating
products and styles-creates
the look of custom designs

" Excellent environmental story
, Website design tool is

s nice feature
, Solid performance-lifetime

warranty, moisture barrier,
and soil-release fibers

Life & Style

Gold Award: Healthcare Flooring

Contemporary organic elements are juxtaposed with

soft geometrics to create balance along the feminine

and masculine continuum. Residential, hospitality, and

cross-generational influences merge to create a fortune

of dimensionality. Product performance is defined by

withstanding flooring demands through all life stages

and supporting productivity, health, and wellness across

a range of applications.

boiitract

Jurors Comments

" I will bespecifyingthis!
, Outstanding
) Positive-negative use of

material is very compelling
, lt'ssocreativeand

certainly innovative
, lnteresting howtheprocess

is integral to the 8rt of
the product

, Fantastic performance

story-cleanable with

iust water

' Grestcolorationanddepth
, lnventiveapproachof

exposing the backlng

Deconstructed'" Metal

lnnovation Award: Carpet: lrzlodular

The beauty of performance is revealed. Exposing the

metallic primary backing beneath the carpet fiber

creates subtle light reflectance in a space and heightens

awareness of the innovative product engineering.

Uncovering the beauty of its strong foundation reveals

unique patterns with artisan character and makes visible

the raw elements that impact how the product functions

in a space.

a4 contractdesign.com JULY I AUCUST 201!
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because llooring matters.
patcraftcom I 800241 4014

!Stra"
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Uncover the inner workings of the floor's foundation.

lntroducing D ECON STR u cTE D'" BLAc K,
the first-of-its-kind modular carpet collection f rom

Patcraft. D Eco I{ srR u crE Dn exposes
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BEST OF NEOCON t 2015 winner profile

Mohawk Group: Moving Floors

best of

2015

biiiitract

6iifitract

Jurors Comments
, Outstanding collection

" Fantastic and thoughtful
approach to texture and

user engagement
u Greatvisualappeal and

environmental story
, Totallynewapproach

to carpet tile

" Createsanexperience
, Purely seamless integration
, Uniqueaccentcolorsand

sculptural landscapes
, Captivating-like an art gallery

installation intriguing viewers
, Veryinnovative
u Farandawaythebest

thing at Neocon'i'

Moving Floors

Gold Award: Carpet: Modular

Editors' Choice Award: Carpet: tVodular

Moving Floors, designed by Mohawk Group in collaboration with 13&9 Design, is a

flooring innovation. The collection's varying patterns are designed to be dynamically

moving based on the user's changing point of view, thus serving as a design tool that

creates a personalized solution for individual moods and needs. Celebrating nature,

landscapes, and texture, it explores the fourth dimension.

best of

2415

Editors'Choice

86 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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BEST OF NEOCONT 2015 winner profile

KI: Evoke, Soltice Metal, Sway

best of

2015

best of

1U t3

SilverAward

biiiitract

Jurors Comments

" Veryflexibledesigns
, Lovetheminimalseam

and texture
, Paintable walls
, Acceptswallpsper

biiiitract

Jurors Comments
, Excellent performance specs
, Greatcoloroptions

and flexibility
, Goodstatemontofline
, Nice, simple design
, Good patient-centered

thoughts around easy

egress and ingress
, Expansivescope-lots

o{ appllcations
, Smellsrfootprint scalofor

maximum space utllization
, Expansivelino

best of

Evoke

Gold Award: Architectural Products

Evoke represents a revolution in unitized wall design

and development, rendering traditional drywall virtually

obsolete. Just as drywall evolved from antiquated

plaster-based walls, Evoke is a new solid wall solution

that incorporates the desirable elements of drywall

with advancements in modern unitized construction

technology. The result is a completely new paradigm

in modular wallsr a product that looks and responds like

drywall but without the negative impacts of drywall

(i.e. non-reconfigurable, creates workplace dust and

debris, more than '130 tons end in landfills annually).

Sway

lnnovation Award: Lounge Furniture Collections

lnnovation Award: Seating: Sofas & Lounge

Kl introduces Sway, a revolutionary lounge seating

solution that offers users true freedom of movement.

Its innovative design is based on a unique orbital motion,

allowing users to move freely from front to back, side to
side, and everywhere in between. Sway enables users

to work, study, think, or relax for hours on end with

uninterrupted comfort. With an aesthetic that

challenges convention, Sway is thoroughly modern

yet adaptive enough to be used anywhere.

Soltice Metal

Silver Awardl Healthcare: Guest/Lounge Seating

Soltice Metal seating offers a fresh perspective with

modern appeal for healthcare environments while

providing exceptional comfort and support. Follow ng

the principles of evidence-based design (EBD), Soltice

Metal is designed for ease of ingress and egress by

offering elevated seat heights and easy-to-grasp

extended arm caps. The collection can be easily

reconfigured and offers multiple seat widths to

accommodate a range of people in various healthcare

settings. lt also offers the perfect balance of form and

functionality within demanding environments.

contract

Jurors Comments
, Rotateswithinthe base

and is very durable
, Goodcollaboration pieces
, Comfortable form

" Thoughtfully designed
, Excellentformany

different environments
, Veryfun

88 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2OT5
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Soltice Metal
Collection

bontract

Sway Lounge Collec[ion

Contract

best of

2015

best of

2015
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BEST OF NEOCON' 2O15 winner profile

Mohawk Group: Lakir Collection by Durkan

-
I

# re
)

rc

Stunning and refreshing
Fully customizable
Lots of flexibility is a plus
Great for varied applications,
including hotels and

assisted-living facilities
lnteresting depth of pattern
with a handcrafted effect
Love the fresh look of the
organic pattern
Very three-dimensional
Striking mix of actual texture
and implied texture
Fantastic for hospitality

Silver Award: Carpet: Broadloom

Durkan, the hospitality brand of lVohawk Group, presents the Lakir Collection. Lakir is

a compilation inspired by the simplicity of lines, reconstructed to create soft, shadowy

textures and tonal layerings to give a handcrafted feel. With precision-sculpted effects,

Lakir's 15 patterns explore and emphasize the technical ability exclusive to Durkan's

Definity manufacturing capabilities, which replicate the durability and look of

Axminster as it has never been done. Definity produces textural effects and stunning

large-scale patterns more economically than Axminister and in less time.

*
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BEST OF NEOCON' 2015 winner profile

Kinetex by J+J Flooring Group: Umbra/Umbra Stripe

best of

2415

iiSfitract

Jurors Comments
, Very impressivevisually

" The best of both hard and

soft surface flooring:
acoustics, safety, rollability,
and warranty

" Beautifullytexturedpattern
, Lovethecoloraesthetic-

beautifully balanced palette
, The features arevery strong,

especially for slip resistance,

sound management, and

anti-fatigue properties
, This productiust keeps

getting better with every

new introduction

wr
--#

Umbra/Umbra Stripe

Silver Award: Flooring: Hard-Surface, Tile & Stone

Lines and colorations reminiscent of the darkest, innermost shadow of an eclipse

(the umbra) are the design inspiration for the first modular plank products from

J+J Flooring Group's brand, Kinetex. Umbra and Umbra Stripe are available in

13 colorways, an 1B-inch-by-36-inch size, and encompass the unmatched

performance and sustainable attributes that are rnherent in all Kinetex textile

composite flooring products.

contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUSI 2O15
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BEST OF NEOCON" 2Ol5 winner profile

Tarkett Johnsonite: Acczent Flourish

I

-

contract

Jurors Comments
) True revolution-thisbrings

it all together in a way that
actuslly works

, Excellent color palette-well
thought-out to integrate with
the visual pattern

) Great performancewithwear

layer and warranty
) Beautiful coloroptions

and a heat weld that
coordinates-smart

, Skillfully coordinated line with
so much opportunity to mix
snd match

r lmpressive wear statistics
and a great price point

Acczent Flourish

Silver Award: Healthcare Flooring

Johnsonite Acczent Flourish Heterogeneous Sheet offers the look and feel of luxury

vinyl tile in a sheet format, providing optimal hygienic performance. With fewer seams

for germs to hide, and the ability to be flash coved and heat welded, it is a better option

for infection control. Designed and colored to coordinate beautifully with Johnsonite

homogeneous products for use where heterogeneous isn't appropriate-such as

operating rooms-it provides design continuity throughout the hospital space. The

industry-leading 32mil wear layer is exceptionally hard-wearing and is ideal for heavy

traffic healthcare environments. The wear layer coupled with a low-maintenance,

UV-cured polyurethane surface treatment, results in the most durable heterogeneous

sheet floor for hospitals in the market today.

94 JULY I AUGUST 2015
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@Tarkett THE ULTIMATE
FLOORING EXPERIENCE
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Acczent' Ftourish High Performance Flooring.
The U l,ti mate M u tti-tasker.

2t:

@.fo-ao [sL Look and feeL like a luxurious textite, but perform tike impervious sheet. Get al.ong wel.t with others,

ffid stronS enough to stand alone. Be hygienic and contribute to a heatthy workptace. Let people walk at[ over you

but maintain yourstytish good looks. And don'tforgetto save money, water, and energy.

It's a toughjob, but somebody's gotto do it.

-Room 
to room, floor to floor, bring the whote experience together. Find out more at tarkettna.com.



*1
r

/
\

2015

contract

For a more comprehensive look at all of the

competition entries, and to browse the products

by category or manufacturer, visit Contract Network

online: contract-network.com,

@i

t

I

m

I

ffila|lll:

,ry . rf ':., f*:, '.,"'' '
E

best of

I()r " 
*c-



NeoCon
PH I LADE LPH IA
ocToBER 28 & 29,2015
PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION CENTER

N
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Entering its ISth year and now located in Philadelphia, NeoCon East continues to
evolve as the premier design expo and conference for commercial interiors on the East
Coast. This year's show will feature new partnerships with important regionat design
organizations as wel! as the best in products and services, ready to specify, across a

spectrum of vertical markets including Workplace, Healthcare, Education, public Space,
Hospitality, Retail and Government.

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS IN AUGUST
NeoConEast.com
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CALL
FOR
EIITRIES
WHAT 7O EHTER
Any interior that was occupied or first open
for business no earlier than Jenuary1,2014,

IF YOU WIN
You and your client witl be honored
at the 37th Annual lnteriors Awards
Breakfast in New York on January 29,

2016. Your project will also be published
in the January/February 2016 issue

of Contract magazine.

HOWTO ET{TER
Visit contractdesign.com/interiorsawards
by September 14, 2015, to find more
information on the entry requirements,
rules, and fees. You can also view
the winners ofthe 2O15 lnteriors Awards.

CATEGONIES
O1 Large Office (25,000 sf and larger)
O2 Small Office (up to 25,0O0 sf )
03 Hotels
04 Restaurants
O5 Healthcare
06 Retail
07 Education
O8 Public/Civic
O9 Showroom/Exhibit
1O Sports/Entertainment
11 Spa/Fitness
12 Historic Restoration
13 Adaptive Reuse

14 Sustainable (Green) Design
15 Student

contractdesign.com/
interiorsarvards
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Featured interiors
Milano 2015 (page
(pictured here and page 1O8), the restaurant RAW
in Taipei, Taiwan (page 116), Swedbank Headquarters
near Stockholm, Sweden (page 122>,and Exploded
Cinema in Wuhan, Ghina (cover and page 128>. From
civic permanence to a temporary pavilion, and from
serious towhimsy, this broad speetrum of interiors
is excitingto behold.
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U.S. Pavilion Expo Milano 2015

Arch tect Biber Architects

Cl ent Friends of the
U.S. Pavilion

Where Milan

What 4O,8O0 total square

feet on four floors

cost/sf withheld at
client's request

For a full project source

list, see page 140 or

visit contractdesign.com.

ln the parlance of world expos, it's called a pavilion, but at 4O,BOO

square feet, the four-story "American Food 2.0: United to Feed the

Planet" structure is, by anyone else's count, a large building. Designed

by New York-based firm Biber Architects, the U.S. Pavilion for Expo

lr,4ilano 2015 showcases the American approach to producing food

and to feeding populations at home and around the world. This mission

is realized not only through a series of exhibitions designed by Thinc

Design and a robust calendar of events but also through the building

itsell As architect James Biber, FAIA, put it during a walk-through,

"it works as a scaffold for any idea that anyone wants to hang on it."

Biber Architects, which led the team that was selected by the

U.S. State Department in response to an RFP, designed the steel-frame

pavilion with two floors of exhibition space and a roof deck. The

enclosed ground level provides a directed overview of American food,

and, on the first floor, a series of kiosks allow visitors to explore the topic

in a self-guided way.

On the roof deck, an open plan accommodates gathertngs for

public programs and informal lounging. Directed by the James Beard

Foundation, the lnternational Culinary Center, and the American

Chamber of Commerce in ltaly, the multitude of programs and talks at

American Food 2.0 require different spatial configurations. A small fleet

of food trucks adlacent to the pavilion offer a variety of American fare,

allowing visitors to sample food in a most American way.

With 145 countries taking part, the expo is expected to draw

an audience of 20 million people, so part of Biber's challenge was

to engage as many visitors as possible-without forcing them to wait

102 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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Roof Deck Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

Ground Floor Plan

r Boardwalk

: Exhibition space

3 Roof canopy
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from salvaged Coney lsland

with the second floor
(opposite). The facade

comprises a vertical farm with
pivoting panels featuring
an array of edible specimens
(above and opposite).
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Key Design Highlights

To accommodate large crowds,

an entry ramp allows visitors to
easily stream into the pavilion

ratherthanwait nline.

The Z20O-squareJoot vertical

farm on the facade helps cool

the pavilion's outdoor spaces, in

addition to providing visrtors with

edible souvenirs.

The roof deck with a smart-9lass

canopy allows for the suite of
special events offered.

From the reclaimed Coney lsland

boardwalk slats to the elevators

and digital glass, the pavilion was

designed to be dismantled and

repurposed after the expo ends.

in an insufferable line. To achieve this, a broad boardwalk links

the entrance with the second floor, creating easy, open access

to the pavilion's center.

An edible facade and a digiial roof

One of the project's most distinctive features is its 2200-squareJoot

vertical farm. Divided among panels that pivot, it creates a kinetic array

of 42 edible specimens, which, as Biber repeatedly notes, "run the

length of a football field." The hydroponics will eventually be harvested

for in-house use. ln the meantime, visitors can pick off samples.

Working with ltalian landscape company Peverelli, Biber Architects

custom designed this productive vertical garden. "You can't buy this

at a hardware store," Biber quips. "We had to invent it." Though it has

strong curb appeal, the farm isn't strictly a visual component. Along

with an air-displacement system, the vertical farm helps chillthe
pavilion's outdoor spaces. With strict energy quotas designated by the

expo, and with Biber's determination to keep the pavilion open and

transparent, it was important to maintain a cool environment.

On the roof deck, where Biber Architects pushed the pavilion's

height to its maximum allowable envelope, a glass canopy allows the

space to be actively used in the intense [,/ilanese sun and through the

occasional rain shower. lr/ade with panels of Isoclima-manufactured

smart glass, the 10,00O-square-foot canopy enables the pavilion's

organizers to customize the level of opacity and to harvest daylight.
"We wanted to be able to play with it like pixels on a scTeen," Biber says.

Similar to the bow of a boat, an observation deck juts out from the roof

104 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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rrace, Designed

by Thinc Design, a series of
exhibitions (3 and 5) explores
the American approach to
producing food and feeding
populations at home, which
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'American Food 2.O: United to
Feed the Planet" (6).
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visitors enioy views of the
expo from the roof deck
(1 and 2). The design firm
Pentagram created signage

and identity (4) for the pavilion.

Food trucks (3) service
the plaza (5) surrounding
the pavilion. The vertical
farm (6 and 7) features
42 edible specimens.

106 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015

-

'il
I I 'r')

lt x U

\\-'.,'...,'-.

6

I
t

;;;L:-.*;

t

I
I I ll

!:



: ,It I
I

-=-*-
-

I
r#i-..--'-

x

l

deck at the front of the pavilion, offering sweeping views of the expo's

grounds. lt doubles as the American-flag-inspired marquee, designed

by the firm Pentagram.

Due to the expo's six-month life span (open since May, it closes

October 31), Biber designed the pavilion to be dismantled and

repurposed. The dry-jointed steel frame can be taken apart beam

by beam and post by post. The 10,000 square feet of wood decking,

salvaged from the wreckage that Superstorm Sandy made of Coney

lsland's boardwalk, will be pulled apart-it was installed without

screws or nails-and sent back to the supplier, Sawkjll Lumber. to

repurpose or resell. Other elements, such as the elevators and digital

glass, will be returned to their manufacturers. These in-kind materials

helped with the financial exigencies of a project that was funded

entirely by private donors. As of July, the fate of the vertical farm

was the only issue left unresolved. "l'm here looking for a home

for the vertical farm," Biber says, while in Milan.

Even though the pavilion is a complex project with a slate

of technologies, Biber's aspirations are more fundamental. "There's

a simplicity, honesty, and directness to it that is very American,"

he explains. "There's a real honesty in the frame."

Walking through a crowd of people gathered on the roof deck,

he adds, "Many pavilions are antisocial. This is different. lt's treated

as a social space." c
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A canopy over the roof deck
(above) is made with panels of
lsoclima-manufactured smart
glass so that the pavilion's
organizers can customize the
level o, opacity and harvest
daylight. The canopy also
provides sun and rain
protection f or visitors.
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Monumental, transparent, and free-flowing, the

Buenos Aires Ciudad Casa de Gobierno, or Buenos

Aires City Hall, designed by Sir Norman Foster, is

a symbol of progressive government and a catalyst

for the transformation of Parque Patricios, a light
industrial area to the south of the city center. The

new home for Mayor Mauricio Macri and his staff

of 1,500 reaches out to engage the community

and the public at large,

The building was not initially planned as a

city hall-Foster's firm Foster + Partners, which

is headquartered in London with an office in Buenos

Aires, and the construction company CRIBA together
won a 2010 competition to design a building for

Banco Ciudad de Buenos Aires. The semipublic bank

was founded a century ago to manage the city's

municipal accounts as well as provide loans to

working-class citizens and small businesses.

Political opposition ultimately blocked the bank

from completing the building for its purposes, and

a transfer was negotiated: The bank would remain in

its existing building, and the city government would

occupy the new structure. CRIBA built the building,

and was also ultimately Foster's client even though

the city offices now occupy the structure. As CRIBA

CEO Santiago Tarasido notes, "Due to the flexibility
and simplicity of the design, there was no need for

major changes to be made to the original project,"

Foster's highest priority was to create a

sustainable, light-f illed work environment. The

glass-walled building rises to a height of 80 feet

and encloses about 484,380 total square feet on four

levels, plus two levels below ground. The facade's

curtain wall is supported by an independent steel

110 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2015
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The building was conceived
ds an ext6nBion of the park

(above). The concret6 barrel-
vaultcd roof {left two) projects

beyond the curtain-woll fscade

direct exposure to tunlight. ln

the strium (opposit6), natural
light tilters through exterior
walls and skylights. Stairca$ss

compl€monting the smooth

concrete surfacss.
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Buenos Aires City Hall

Arch tect Foster + Partners

ll ent CRIBA

fVhere Buenos Aires, Argentina

What 484,380 totsl square
feet on four floors, plus two
below ground

3ost/sf withheld at
client's request

For a full project source

list, see page'140 or

visit contractdesign.com.
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Foster + Partners designed

15-foot-diameter painted

aluminuil-hoop light f ixtures
(left, below, and opposite)
and smaller versions for the

fixtures incorporate a Digital
Addressble Lighting lnterface
(DALI) control system, with

building managemetrt system

the amount of daylight the
spaces receive.
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Key Design Highlights

The serpentine, fairfaced
:oncrete roof overhang shades

Lhe northern facade, which
receives the most direct sunlight.

Ribbing in the concrete vaults,

sound-absorbing material in the
.arpets, and other modifications

balance acoustics ln the atrium.

Cak panels and staircases along

with the pale, red-flecked stone

f oor complement the concrete's
warm tone.

The workstations situated
on open terraces, the publicly

3ccessible cabinet room. and

the glass enclosed executive

cffices demonstrate the
emphasis on transparency

and community engagement

structure. Given the expansive floor area, rather
than have one broad flat roof, Foster designed

an undulating, reinforced-concrete roof supported
by concrete columns, with three central vaults
and two partial vaults at each side.

Most of the offices are located on three
open terraces within a lofty atrium. A lower level,

containing workspaces and an auditorium, opens

to the south. Louvers shade the east and west
facades, and the concrete roof overhang shades

the northern facade, which receives the most
direct sunlight.

"This is a place to engage citizens, and it's
conceived as an extension of the park across from
the entry plaza," says Partner-in-Charge Juan Frigerio,

who heads Foster's Buenos Aires office and worked
closely with Head of Design David Nelson, who is

primarily based in the London office. The glass-

walled cabinet room can be viewed from the publicly

accessible portion of the atrium's ground floor,

and senior executive offices on the second and

third levels are egually transparent. The 300-seat
auditorium hosts public screenings and meetings,
and its foyer can be accessed from the plaza.

Many modern Argentinean buildings are made

of concrete, and Foster decided to showcase CRIBAs

expertise in fair-faced concrete, which requires
no additional treatment after curing, by exposing
it on the roof, the terraces, and the columns. The

concrete's warm tone is complemented by pierced

wall panels and staircases of American oak, and

the atrium floor is paved with a pale, red-flecked
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Third Level Floor Plan

Second Level Floor Plan

.; a

Brazilian stone, These three materials provide

a neutral backdrop that is subtly animated by the
patterns in the stone, wood, and hand-finished

concrete,'rwe wanted the furniture to add vibrant
accents, so we chose [furnishings primarily inl four
colors from Le Corbusier's palette," Frigerio explains,

"Each floor was given a different hue: yellow orange,

light blue, and, at the top, a regal eggplant."

The Foster team designed the large painted

aluminum-hoop light fixtures that hang in the atrium

and brought in theatrical-lighting consultant Eli

Sirlin to provide added illumination. "lt was a challenge

to light this tall volume and the terraces," Frigerio

recalls. "We didn't want to clutter the floor with
poles, and we realized that suspended fittings could

be beautiful objects in their own right while

Ground Level Floor Plan

T Entranceatrium
2 Lobby
3 Cabinet meeting room

4 Reception hall

5 Courtyard
6 Open office ar
7 Private office!
B Meeting room

dramatizing the grand open space and the more

enclosed office areas."

Little heating is required, thanks to the climate

as well as Foster's design. Concrete slab undersides

are exposed, allowing for significant thermal

mass. Cold air is introduced through displacement

ventilation, and chilled beams cool the air that
is warmed by both bodies and computers.

Acoustics were another challenge, but the

noise within the atrium is diffused via ribbing added

to the concrete vaults and the use of sound-

absorbing material in the carpets, pierced-aluminum

soffits, and pierced-wood wall panels. "By April,"

Frigerio says, "a thousand people were working here,

and the building manager congratulated me on how

quiet it is." c
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[,/orkspaces on the second and

lhird leveis (above) are visible

|from the publicly assessible

fortion ol the atrium's ground

[loor. The 3Oo-seat auditorium

fright) hosts public screenings

pnd meetings. Two glass-

lwalled 
courtyards on the lower

level 
(opposite) are plBnted

faith 
bamboo and jacaranda,

Pringing 
light and greenery

fnto the heart of the building.
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RAW

Arch rect WEIJENBERG

Clrent Hasmore

Where Taipei, Taiwan

What 5,O0O square feet
on one floor

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source

I st, see page'140 or

visit contractdesign.com.

One's experience of a masterful work of art is invariably intimate and,

ultimately, very personal. Award-winning Asian chef Andre Chiang aims

to evoke similar responses in those who partake of his exceptional food.

So in his quest to create a new restaurant in Taipei, Taiwan, that would

set the stage for such an interaction with his gastronomic creations,

he turned to the Singapore-based architecture and design firm

WEIJENBERG. The result of their collaboration is called RAW a place

where oblect, subject, and context merge in harmony. And, like a great

work of art, it promises to inspire, too.

'Andr6's artistic vision for food allowed us to discuss the design on

a much deeper level," says Dutch-born architect Camiel Weijenberg, the

firm's principal and founder. "While Andre had specific ideas about the

interior design, he also provided the creative freedom to actualize a

new entity of restaurant that is fast becoming a hallmark of Taipei."

Situated on Lequn 3rd Road, the chic culinary hub of the city, the

5,000-square{oot, 56-seat restaurant not only ref lects the visceral,

primitive qualities its name evokes but it communicates how Chiang

wishes his food to be experienced. As glimpsed through the glass

storefront, the centerpiece of the interior is a curvaceous wine bar

constructed of spruce wood blocks joined with traditional shipbuilding

techniques and resembling a massive piece of driftwood. lt twists to

form built-in benches that line the walls of the lounge area in front and

draws the eye further into the restaurant's restrained interior.

"Andrd's food is always presented with artistry," Weijenberg says.

The food served as the muse for the selection of a subdued and

minimal material palette, including concrete walls and copper light

fixtures, which allow the chef's creations to take center stage. The goal,

Weijenberg says, was "to create a close proximity between customer

and food. The experience of Andre's food is intended to be intimate."

Spaces without borders

With the notion of intimacy as a guiding design principle, wood was

implemented "in its pure state," as Weijenberg describes it, to create the

organic form that draws guests into the tranquil lounge in front and
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Floor Plan

'l Entrance

2 Lounge

3 Wine bar

4 Dining area

5 Semiprivate dining
6 Kitchen
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The centerpiece ofthe
restaurant, which is visible
from the street (top), is a

wine bar (left) made of spruee
wood that extends to form
bench seating in the
front lounge (above).



Key Design Highlights

A curvilinear wine bar is

constructed of spruce wood

blocks that are joined using

shipbuild ng techniques.

The subdued materials and

llghtlng, including concrete walls

and copper light fixtures, keep

the focus on the food.

Zones within the restaurant

are suggested by the shapes

of the wood elements and floor

materia transitions.

Nlelding beauty and function,

the wine bar conceals storage

and supports a serv ng island.

further within to the dining area. lnstead of dividing the interior with

walls, Weijenberg signified zones through transitions in floor materials,

such as the wood path that leads from the lounge to the restaurant

area and the placement of wood elements, including a second island

toward the rear that echoes the wine bar's form and wraps a

semiprivate dining area.

"lt was important not to have distinct partitions, as we felt this

boxy approach would be restrictive for a highly creative chel" says

Weijenberg, who is also trained as a carpenter and worked closely with

local craftspeople to create the bar and other custom features,

including tables, chairs, and wall panels. Altogether, these components

are designed to "encapsulate the customers within a wooden sculpture

in a gentle manner," Weijenberg says.

An array of distinct restaurant functions and operations were

integrated into the design. While the sculptural bar defines the room

and stands like a sweeping work of art, it is functional, too, concealing

storage and supporting a serving island with a massive counter.

Comprised of two weighty pieces, it is reinforced with steel and

diagonal bracing to meet seismic requirements.

"l wanted the space to look packed and warm but still have a

see-through effect: lt doesn't look crowded; it doesn't look empty;there

are no cold corners," says Chiang. "The design follows the essence of

RAW's cuisine, which is organic and natural, but when you look closely,

you see the fine, subtle details of meticulous craftl'

The sweeping elements simultaneously draw guests closer

to the food and weave them in as animated contributors to the overall

ensemble. Both the architect and chef view RAW as "gastronomy

fused with design," according to Weijenberg, as well as a place

"where food meets art." c
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The curving wood elements
(left) define the dining area
without partitioning it off.
Local craftspeople built the
wooden installations by joining

blocks of spruce wood (below)

using traditional shipbuilding
techniques. Even the volumes

of the restrooms (bottom left)
appear as works of art.
A semiprivste dining area
(bottom right) is near the
back of the restaurant.

contract

7

r3

t

I
I

I

I'U -$_ I -#-EI-

I
I

B^ \

*

.,

I

-ll
-+

I,

_ :=-{F13il_.-_

I lrrlr:.'t::
: tl' rt

FF
s

:r.

";r
.l-

i

I
,1

I

I

r



INTERNATIONAL

122

.i

t;



DfI
By Krista Sykes

Photography by

Adam Mork
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Swedbank

Architect 3XN

Cl ent Humleg6rden

Fastigheter AB

Where Sundbyberg, Sweden

What 484,000 total square

Cost/sf Withheld at
client's request

For a fu I project source

list, see page 140 or

v sit contractdesign.com.

Sheathed in glass and

aluminum, the headquarters
(right) has a folded triple-V
structure that steps from six

to nine stories. This form
creates five atria (below and

opposite, top and bottom). The

lobby contains a restaurant

and cafe (opposite, middle) for
both employees and the public.
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Fifth Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan
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For its new international headquarters outside

of Stockholm, Swedbank wanted to foster
collaboration and communication, hallmarks of
the company's aspirations for 21st-century banking.
Working closely with Swedbank and the building's

developer and owner, Humleg6rden Real Estate,

the Danish architecture firm 3XN adopted Swedbank's

core values-openness, simplicity, and care-as
the basis for this office, creating an innovative, lively,

and efficient space that exemplifies the notions

of social and environmental sustainability.

Swedbank had occupied a growing menagerie

of offices dispersed throughout downtown Stockholm

for nearly 40 years. Characterized by closed cubicles

and long, dark corridors, "the offices did not match

Swedbank's vision of the future of banking and the

way they wanted to work: more project-based

[conf igurations], more collaborations between

units and departments, more places for informal
meetings and information exchange between

employees," says Daniel Markstrtim, Humleg6rden's

director of architecture, To win the competition

to create Swedbank's headquarters, Humlegirden
partnered with 3XN, whose philosophy that
architecture shapes behavior coincided well
with the project's goals. Selecting a site in
the growing suburb of Sundbyberg, Sweden,

the team collaborated with Swedbank to produce

the company's new home.

3XN developed a folded triple-V structure that
breaks up the 480,O0O-square-foot building's

volume, Located on an irregularly shaped site that

-rt
! 6d'a' &

s*

Ground Floor Plan

1 Entrance

2 Lobby

3 Atrium
4 Restaurant
5 Auditorium
6 Trading floor
7 Open work area

8 Meeting/lounge area
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had been a parking lot and storage yard adjacent

to train tracks, the dynamic glass-and-aluminum-

sheathed Swedbank headquarters steps from six

to nine stories, referencing neighboring rooflines.

Three terraces along with green roofs top the

building, while two subterranean levels house

108,000 square feet of parking. Extensive exterior
glazing blurs the boundary between inside and out,

activating the relationship between the interior and

the public streetscape.

"The triple-V shape created five atria that bring

in daylight, enable views out from the offices, and

act as gathering places," says Kim Herforth Nielsen,

3XN's founder, principal, and the lead designer on

the project. Swedbank's light-filled lobby flows into

two of these areas, which are each punctuated by
sculptural stairs. Spiraling toward the glass ceilings,

the stairs make for easy wayfinding and emphasize

the building's openness. The lobby contains a

restaurant and cafe for employees and the public,

as well as conference facilities and informal seating.
lmmediately above the lobby, the double-

height trading floor is the only place in the building

with assigned desks. The higher floors contain a

variety of flexible workstations, from standing desks

to shared tables to places for individual focused

work. A central promenade bisects the open plan,

establishing connections between workstations

and delineating smaller spaces, which house meeting

rooms, kitchenettes, bathrooms, coffee stations,

and lounges. This open, flexible environment supports
collaboration and choice for Swedbank's 2,500

employees, who are united in an area 30 percent

smaller than Swedbank's previous combined offices.

Key Design Highlights

Swedbank's core values of

openness, simplrcity, and

care guided the design of

the headquarters.

A trple-V structure breaks up

the building's arge volume and

defines five atria, two of which

feature sculptural stairs.

The double height trading

floor has assigned seating,

but all other work areas offer

flexible conflguratlons.

Bright furnishings are offset

against white wails and oak

clad surfaces.

'126 contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2O15

I

F.

I
a



"This architectural solution locates employees closer
to each other than in a traditional office. The design

contributes to shorter distances, good internal
communication, visual contact, and knowledge
sharing between departments," Nielsen says.

Simple-yet-striking elements characterize
Swedbank's interiors. Throughout the building,
white walls foreground brightly colored furnishings,
from green-and-blue lobby chairs to yellow booths
within a coffee-station niche to green wraparound
library seats, Light fixtures-including ribbon lights,
hanging pendants, and freestanding lamps-
enhance changing natural light conditions, and some

can be adjusted according to task or mood.

Another recurring element throughout the
building is the use of oak, which references the
bank's oak tree logo. Warm oak floors characterize

public and circulation spaces, with one

notable exception being the lobby's black Swedish
diabase stone floor. Vertical oak slats clad the cafe,

reception areas, and coffee bars, while oak panels

complemented by light brown leather seats
adorn the boardroom and auditorium.

3XN's design emphasizes employees' well-
being in a large basement-level fitness center
and a top-floor quiet room. The principle of care
is embodied in the building overall, as evidenced
by its environmentally conscious features, including
f ree-cooling and heat-recovery systems. lndeed,

Swedbank's entire headquarters builds on the
concept of sustainability, quite literally:The foundation

contains a plaque, placed by Swedbank's leaders

during construction, that reads, "We believe
in a future beyond financial growth, where people,

businesses, and society grow in a sustainable way." c

The auditorium (top) has light
brown leather seats as well
as oak-paneled ceilings and
floors, which also line other
presentation areas (lef t).
Upper floors contain a variety
of flexible work areas that are

supported by meeting rooms
and lounges (bottom two and
opposite, top three). Furnished

roof terraces (opposite,

bottom) provide outdoor
gathering spaces.

-..::-

contract

--

-
Ia

ll

f
-l

I
N

I

ry
h5 l1r

I
I

i
L

t
t

t



TNTERNATIONAL

124 JULY I

(i

,'. a)

l,a

. .:iil:.:']

f:';:,:
lrl

:

r
\



f_,,
,{,?-"- frzr r

--g

?

//.-.

Sr E

\->r,

y{.4

-Ei

ttr;'-

--.
n

-\

* F -a\+j

o 4
s

By Lydia Lee

Photography by

Jonathan Lei.jonhufvud

One Plus Partnership creates
a

movre magic in Wuhan, China

1
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The vlP lounge (below)

features an angular black
marble bar and graphic walls
of black-and-white acoustic
paneling, ln the entry passage
(right), metal beams made of
a white solid-surface material
proiect at haphazard angles.

A series of portals in the lobby
(opposite, top) house the
ticket office and concession

stand. One canted, suspended

sculptural element in the lobby
(opposite, bottom) is covered

with LCD screens that play

movie trailers.

lf you think that ornate, highlydetailed movie palaces are a thlng of the

past, think again. Hong Kong-based design firm One Plus Partnership

is dazzling modern-day Chinese audiences with the contemporary

equivalent, The firm's latest contribution is dubbed "Exploded Cinema."

The l1-screen movie theater in the city of Wuhan, in central China, is an

homage to the eye-popping special effects of thrillers like fwister and

The Day AfterTomorrow.
"We wanted to create a sci-fi universe, where visitors could come

and be inside the movie world rather than just watching it," says Virginia

Lung Wai Ki, director of One Plus Partnership.

Exploded Cinema is the latest of 15 movie theaters that One Plus

Partnership has designed. lts Coastal Cinema and Coffee Shop, with its

modern riff on beach motifs, won a 2015 lnteriors Award (Contract,

January/February 2015). Lung Wai Ki and husband Ajax Law Ling Kit

co-founded their commercial interiors firm in 2004, and their work in

Hong Kong and China has garnered international attention. "ln the real

world, it's very hard to do something that fulfills your student dreams,"

Lung Wai Ki says. "That was the reason we started our own business,

because we wanted to do cool things."

One Plus Partnership's approach has particularly connected

with developers in China. "ln Hong Kong, our projects are more about

1 Entrance

2 Lobby
3 Ticket office
4 Concession stand
5 Theater
6 VlPlounge

Floor Plan

Exploded Cinema

Designer One Plus

Partnership

Cl ent Hubei lnsun Cinema

Film Company

Where Wuhan, China

What 66,740 square feet
on one floor

Cost/sf Withheld at
client's request

For a full project source

list, see page 140 or

vis t contractdesign.com.
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conveying a sense of elegance and luxury," Lung Wai Ki says.

"Our Chinese clients are looking for design that is dramatic, modern,

and futuristic."

The firm's previous cinema for this client, Hubei lnsun Cinema

Film Company, is called Pixel Box Cinema and features patterns

composed of tiny boxes of marble and stainless steel. This time, the

client wanted a bigger bang on a smaller budget. For Exploded Cinema,

the designers leveraged local manufacturing to transform relatively

inexpensive materials into eye-catching installations.

'After collaborating with the firm and its designers on nearly 10 cinemas,

we've been very impressed by their extraordinary creative skills and

how they come up with unique and fresh ideas every time," says Ruan

Yong Chao, the vice general manager at Hubei lnsun Cinema Film

Company. "There are a number of new cinemas in this area, but thanks

to its innovative design, Exploded Cinema is the most popular and

highest grossing among them."

For the 66,740-square-foot theater, the design team created an

entry corridor that leads to a spacious lobby. The dark, dramatically lit
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Some angular elements in the
entry passage (bottom two)
form sculptural seating. ln the
largest thester (right), the
walls and ceiling are covered

with boxes of gr6y Bcoustic
panaling. The geometric

theme extends to the design
of the re6trooms (opposite,

bottom), which featuro
custom pedestel sinks and

wastebins that emerge from
the floor at angles.

passage sets the tone with an rnstallation of white metal beams that

project at haphazard angles from the ceiling and occasionally

crisscross. Some rectilinear forms-made of a solid-surface material-

appear to have fallen and become embedded in the floor, forming

sculptural seating. The monochromatic palette, which extends to the

floor of black marble with white veining, focuses attention on the

angular shapes. "When you walk in, you don't really know what is going

on. There's a dynamic sense of things flying around," Lung Wai Ki says.

Where guests arrive in the lobby, the ceiling rises to 30 feet. Here,

much larger beams, powder-coated in black and brightly lit from within,

appear as portals to another world, Opening at the ground level, some

of these structures house the ticket office and concession stand. An

immense suspended sculptural element, clad with LCD screens on all

sides, has the impact of a contemporary art installation.

The theater has 10 similar-size screening rooms and one large

screening room with 344 seats. The walls and ceiling of the jumbo

theater are covered with approximately 6,000 boxes of gray acoustic

paneling, tilted and mounted at six different angles for a random

Key Design Highlights

A monochromatic palette

ratchets up the drama.

The entry sequence includes

a dark passageway that leads

to a brightly lit lobby w th

high ceilings.

An eye-grabbing installation

made of acoustic paneling

deadens noise within the

theater's largest screening room.

A VIP lounge features an angular

black marble bar.
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appearance. The spectacular visual effect also gives the room

superior acoustics, since all ofthe angled surfaces absorb sound more

effectively than a flat surface. Interspersed with the paneling are

acrylic box-shaped light fixtures.

A VIP lounge features an angular bar in black marble and

graphic walls of black-and-white acoustic paneling. Even a visit to the

bathroom is a trip into a potential future: Custom pedestal sinks and

wastebins emerge from the floor at unexpected angles. ln the

bathroom for the VIP lounge, the faucet is a square tube, dangling

from the ceiling, which automatically releases a stream of water when

a sensor is triggered.
"We want to change people's minds of what a cinema should be,

so they'll expect more from their viewing experience," Lung Wai Ki

says. "lilovie theaters should be fun and different." c
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COMPETITIONT INSPIRATIONS AWARDS

The winners of the 2015 lnspirations Awards-sponsored by Tandus Centiva
and presented by Contract-were announced during a ceremony in the Tandus

Gentiva showroom in Chicago in June. The awards recognize a commitment
to social responsibility in commercial interiors, rewarding those who use design
to improve the quality of life for people in need. The clients of the winning projects

received grants from Tandus Centiva. Columbus Metropolitan Library (this page

and opposite), designed by NBBJ, received a $5,OOO grant in the built project
category, and the University of Kansas received a $1,000 grant for a student-
designed project in the practice-based initiative category. Grants totating more

than $5O,000 have been awarded since the lnspirations Awards began in 2OO9.

The 2015 competition jurors were Krystal Lucero, llDA, senior interior designer
at Edwards + Mulhausen lnterior Design in Austin, Texas; Sara Lundgren, AlA,
associate principal at Krueck & Sexton Architects in Chicago; and Sascha Wagner,

IIDA, president and CEO of Huntsman Architectural Group in San Francisco.
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: . : Columbus Metropolitan Library

!'rhere Columbus, Ohio

Designer NBBJ

The 15,000-square-foot Driving Park branch, which
is the Columbus Metropolitan Librsry's first newly

buiit branch in 25 years, provides a much needed

resource and community gathering place in what
has been a neighborhood with one of the city s

highest crime rates. Through the many windows,

the interiors visually connect with the outdoors
and surrounding neighborhood. lnside, book stacks
are placed near the periphery so that they are

v srblefrom t^estreel Multtpleseattngareasare

available for quiet activities, such as reading,

working, and ref ecting.

The Driving Park branch contains dedicated
areas for children and teenagers that are furnished
wlth colorful lounge seatlng and ottomans. "This

space helps give children a vibrant, hopeful, and
progressive outlook on life," the jury said, adding
that "the approach to interior planning and having

the public spaces located at the perimeter makes

for a strong concept and results in bringing the
community closer."

- I
L-* |

fi ^-.r
I a

tt
I

j I

=

I

"i

t!tL,

! T?

I d

I
I

1

,

contraet .



COMPETITION: INSPIRATIONS AWARDS

Where Lawrence, Kansas

Designer University of Kansas

A repurposed 3'1-foot 1972 Airstream Land Yacht,

the Universlty of Kansas's moblle community center,

called N,4oCOLAB, was designed to help faculty

members in their outreach initiatives. The versatrle

Lab on wheels can be used as an exhibit space,

dining room, elementary classroom, conference

space, or science lab. lt features movable carts

and seating, foldable work surfaces, and electronic
presentation resources both inside and outside.

The project was designed and constructed by

a third-year undergraduate architectural design

studio course taught by Associate Professor

Nils Gore with Associate Professor Shannon Criss.

Students leading the lab's design were Adeola

Adewale, Allie Bergmann, Alexandra Dakas, Doug

Dawson, Johann Durdn, Austin Griffis, Patrick

Henke, Erin Hoffman, Kayleen Lindstrom, Jessica

Lubet Steven Reyes, Elisa Rombold, Aaron Rule,

Brianna Sorensen, Domin c Sosinski, Xun Sun,

Riley Uecker, and Rache Wotawa.

contractdesign.com JULY I AUGUST 2O15
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Project USO Warrior & Family Center

here Bethesda, Maryland

Desrgner STUDIOS Architecture

The new USO Warrior & Family Center
fundamentally supports military troops-many
of whom were injured-6nd their families, but it

has become a respite for the whole community.
The center reflects a "sense of home" theme for
occupants by provlding gathering spaces to enjo)

meals, entertainment. and activities. lt features

both outdoor and natural eiements, includinq arts

I

E

T

Prolect Proiect Color Corps

he : Concord, California

P.1""rc
nonproht organization that repajnts urban schools
in colors and desrgns tnat make a positive rmpact.

The organrzation works with children and

encourages self-expression, communication, and

collaboration. Led by Bay-area Gensler designers,

the two sc hemes recog ni zed by the ju ry-Natu 16 I

Brave and Stellar Fun-pay tribute to 700 students
who expressed that they wanted to feel excited,

happy, natural, calm, and safe at school every day.

I he lury lrked 1

the students t
wanted to see

space now be(

at "the designers teamed up with
get their thoughts on what they
lhildren want to come to that
use thev out their mark on it.'
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DESIGNERS SELECT Textiles

Designers name their favorite new textiles
for upholstery and window treatments

Jane Hallinan, Assoc. llDA Maharam: Houndstooth by Paul Smith Rebecca Atwood Designs: lnterlocking Circles Cobalt Carnegie: Alchemy

maharam.com

Reader Service No. 210

rebeccaatwood.com

Reader Service No.211

carnegiefabrics.com

Reader Service No. 212

"Soft corners and variation of scale create a fresh

and contemporary interpretation of a strong and

abstract pattern. The thin color accent can entice

even those who prefer an entirely neutral palette

to envision this fashion as a dress and on a chair.'

t

f

'This pattern is reminiscent of mug watermarks left

on a table, and is perfectly imperfect. The intensity

of the color varies Iike a brushstroke, which hints

at the watercolor sketches Atwood begins many

of her designs with."

"When this sheer is draped across an opening,

the delicate hues feel like a soft morning haze.

lf gathered, the overlapping layers strengthen

the colors to a new level- lts like a sunset reflecting

across water and an opportunity to add nature

to an interior environment:'

I

lnterior Designer

Fukui Architects

Pittsburgh

Kimberly Prescott, ASID HBF Textiles: Cork Cloth Knoll Luxe: Cloud Momentum Textiles: Textus

Associate Principal,

Director of lnteriors

Polk Stanley Walcox Architects

Little Rock, Arkansas

"Made of 100 percent natural cork, this textile is

both sustainable and durable. Designed by Erin

Ruby, this stylish material comes in five colors, can

be used as an upholstery or wallcovering, and is a

good alternative to leather I appreciate the organic

nature, simple elegance, and comfortable texture."

"This chic linen drapery by Maria Cornejo for Knoll

Luxe is characterized as luxurious and modern.

I enjoy the warm, airy, artistic, and delicate qualities.

It is a beautiful textile that is versatile for use in both

residential or commercial interiors."

themomgroup.com

Reader Service No.215

rc

"Designed by Emanuela Fratlini l\,lagnusson, this

soft felt is classic, timeless, and sophisticated. The

manimal design makes this upholstery the perfect

complement to a classic, contemporary interior

and it s suitable for almost any application."

hbftextiles.com

Reader Service No. 213

knoll.com

Reader Service No.214

I

Michael Davis, AIA Yoma Textiles: Torino Gretchen Bellinger: lsadora Nuno: Baby Hair

yoma.com

Reader Serv ce No.216

"Velvet meets its sturdy cousin polyester. Torino

simulates lrnen velvet with a beautiful sparkling

finish, and it's sultable for both contemporary and

traditional upholstery. The textile is completely
washable and rich. yet practical.

"This French-woven pleated silk features romantic

waves of irregular lines and is both gossamer and

organic. Available in a wide range ofwarm colors,

this fabric drapes with the fluidity of the scarf its

namesake famously wore around her neck."

nuno.com

Reader Service No.218

"This f loat-woven-cotton-and-saran blend f rom

Japan is covered in downy strands, like a newly

hatched bird. With a soft hand and exotictexture,

the textile is unlike anything else in its category."

gretchenbellinger.com

Reader Service No.217

Principal

Nlichael Davis

Architects & lnteriors

New York
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vvho Architect; Biber Architects.

Archrtecture project team: James

Biber. FAIA, Daniel [,4arino,

Steven Grootaert, Jackie
Krasnokutskaya, Suzanne Holt,

Rawan Muqaddas,Suzanne

Lettieri. Joshua Jow Federico

Pellegrini, Emaan Farhoud. Local

architectural partner:

Genius-Loci Architettura. Exhibit

designer: Thinc Design.

Contractor: Nussli ltalia srl.

Lighting: Tillotson Design

Associates; Palazzo Lighting

Design. Structural: SCE Project.

N.4echanical: ESA Engineering srl.

Kitchen: Yui Design. Landscape:

Dlandstudio. Graphics:

Pentagram. Acoustician:

SH Acoustics.

what Paint: Hempel. Drywall:

Knauf Masonry wall: Gasbeton.

Movable wall: Esfeller srl. Fac6de

cladding: Metaltech Fils; Lanaro

srl. Hard flooring: lmolalegno;

Sawkill Lumber. Resilient flooring:

Marazzi; t\,1D8. Carpet/carpet tile:

Desso. Ceiling: Xlam Dolomiti.

General lighting: FLOS. Exhibit

lighting: ETC. Horticultural

lighting: GE. Office lighting: GE.

Exterior lighting: BEGA;

Viabizzuno. Doors: Ninz

Firedoors. Bi-fold doors: INEDI srl.

Architectural glass/glazingi VBT

Vetraria Bergamasca Tecnovetro.

Decorative glass panels/

partitions: 3M; Lanaro srl.

Window treatments: 3|v1.

Workstations: Steelcase: Office

Solutions. Workstation/task

seating: Steelcase; Office

Solutions. Conference seating:

Steelcase: Office Solutions.

Lounge seating: Arper. Outdoor

benches: Heller Conference

tables: Steelcasei Office

Solutions. Reception desk:

Custom Fabrication: Simmetrico

Shelving: Steelcase; Office

Solutions. Lockers/cubbies:

Atredi Spogliatoio; Vanoncini.

Planters/accessories: Peverelli;

Archiform. Signage: GR Group;

3M. Plumbing fixtures/fittings:

Pozzi & Ginori: Grohe. Kitchen

Equipment: Electrolux. Water

Features: Watercube srl. Vertical

Farm: Peverelli; Bright Agrotech;

Lanaro srl.

Buenos Aires City Hall
(page 1O8)

Juan Frigerio, Cristlna Segni,

German de la Torre, Camilo

Garavito, Antonio Yeregui,

Jefferson Barnes, Diego Suarez,

lnterior design project team:

designer: Foster + Partners.

Architecture project team:

Norman Foster, David Nelson,

David Summerfield, Rafe Bertram
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Exploded Cinems Gag€ 128)
Swedbank (pagc 122)
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Pilkington Interiors

Take your interior spaces to new heights with unmatched style, creativity and elegance, only a quality glass
product can provide.

Pilkington offers a wide range of glass products designed to take interiors to a whole new level. From partitions
and televisions, to furniture and cabinets, our glass products are perfect for almost any application. Affordable
solutions for all your creativity needs.

Ca11800.221.0444 . buildingproducts.pna@nsg.com . www.pilkington.us
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collaboration with Special

Projects Unit, Buenos Aires City
Government. Architects Sonia

Terreno, and Nora Papa (UPEDG,

Unidad de Proyectos Especiales

Distrito Gubernamental).

Contractor: CRIBA. Consultants:
Berdichevsky Cherny
Arquitectos; StudioMinond,

collaborating architect. Lighting:
EIi Sirlin. Engineering:

Curutchet-Del Villar lngenieros

Civiles, structural; Estudio
Grinberg, ME. Landscape:

Estudio Marta Carena.

Acoustician: Rafael Sanchez

Quintana, Gustavo Basso. Other:

Estudio Labonia, public health/
fire; CRIBA, cost consultant;

Estudio Grinberg, LEED

consultant; Estudio

Gigli, facade.

what Wallcoverings: T6ddei

Equipamientos, American oak

wood veneer perforated acoustic
panels; lndelama Equipamientos,

Vescom fabric. Hard flooring:

CALELLO Hnos. S.A. Carpet/
carpet tile: Karavell Alfombras;

Milliken. Recessed/task lighting:
Philips Argentina. FluorescenV
industrial: Philips Argentina.
Pendants/chandeliers: design by
Foster + Partners with Eli Sirlin,

custom manufactured by Philips

Argentina. Other decorative: HM

Sistemas Constructivos with

Hunter Douglas Argentina,
perforated aluminum ceiling
panels. Exterior lighting: Philips

Argentina. Architectural glass/
glazing: VASA Cy'idrieira

Argentina Sociedad Anonima/

Saint Gobain class Argentina).

Decorative glass panels/

partitions: Mamparal Tabiques

Divisorios. Window treatments:
Vidpia. skylights ceramic fritting.
Workstations: Establecimientos

Caporaso. Workstation/task

seating: Manifesto, Haworth

Zody Task chairs, Haworth Very

Side Chair. Lounge/reception

seating: lnterieur Forma, Divina

Sofas, Paulin Chairs, Swan Chairs.

Cafeteria/dining seating:

Archivos Activos, Mariner chairs.

Auditorium seating: Rassegna

Arquitectura y Equipamientos,

modified by Foster + Partners,

Zeta ll Recta chair. Conference

tables: lnterieur Forma; Fontenla;

Caporaso. Cafeteria/dining

tables: Caporaso. Receptaon

desk design by Foster + Partners

manufactured by Caporaso. Side

tables: Caporaso. Files/shelving:

Caporaso. Lockers/cubbies:

Archivos Activos. Architectural/

custom woodworking: lndelama.

Doors Wood Architraves

Plumbing f ixtures/fittings:

Ferrum; FV.

Local architect/collaborator: BSK

Arkitekrer. sustainability/

certification: Miljokonsult Sofite
Aberg AB. Fire: Brandkonsulten

AB. Lighting: Black Ljusdesign.

Engineerang: P O Andersson

Konstruktionsbyre AB,

mechanical, plumbing; lkkab,

electrical; Hillstatik. structural.

Landscape LAND Arkitektur.

Acoustician; AkerlOf Hallin

Akustikkonsult AB. Other: Mette
Pedersen, textile design

consultant.

whet Resilient flooringi Lindner
Ceiling: Paroc. Task lighting:

Fagerhult. Doors: Swedoors;

Boonedam. Architectural glass/

glazing: Scandinavian Glass

Systems. Window treatments:

Erco Systems AB. Reception

desk: SIBAB. Coffee stations and
feature walls: SIBAB.

Architectural/custom

woodworking: Frapont.

what Paint: Dulux. Auditorium

wall: Shanghao Deyi. Masonry

wall: Jujian Black Galaxy.

Movable wall: NlL. Hard flooring:

Julian Black Galaxy. Resilient
flooring: NlL. Carpet/carpet tile:

Shanhua Carpet. Recessed/track

lighting: CDN Ljghting. Other

decorative: MR Photoelectricty,

LED Display Panel. Auditorium

seating: Sacon Group. Other:

TOTO Sanitary fixtures; Fujian,

Marble BIack Galaxy.

a
I

I

r
I

I

:Eis!
is

ffi
ffi

.t'

1
"ftj&" II

-l t/

\-

- ,-/



Bq.erov'

$

I
Design:
E.&PCioniDesign

I
ac&
THELOOKOF SEATING@

IDEAS & INFORMATION

Select No. 87 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice Select No. 152 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

Fling Guest Co aal 
^n

r sl'r*..

_-.'t=

Select No. 180 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

contractdesign.com

b

t

f,,,, HRe0r(

I

I

i

1 ^- - 
. I

tf g v-'t-c- {>{-'oztf
Yard Collecti*n by Stefan Diez

Woven elastic straps, joined in a unique and innova-
tive way, give life to a coltection defined by an out-
standing and eclectic style. The aluminum frame is
lightweight yet durable, This intriguing comblnation
of materials provide a weather resistant line suitable
for any outdoor setting, especially coastal areas.
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ManufEcturer

Aceray

Allermurr Ltd

American Olean

APCO SLgns

Aquafil USA

Arbonte

Carolina

CFTE

Cumberland Furniture

DARRAN Furn ture ndustries

Davis Furniture lndustries

De ta Faucet

DIFFA

D gilock!

Doug Mockerr & Co.

Durkan

Et!4U Americas

Encore

GlobalShop 20'16

Groupe Lacasse

Hardwoods Specialty Products

HBF Textrles

Healthcare Design Expo & Conference

nscape lnc

lnterface

ntenors Breakfast Awa.ds

KI

K mbal Offrce

Kinetex Textile Composite Flooring

Krnetex Textile Composrte Floor ng

Koncept Technologies

Landscape Forms lnc
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Mannington

N4ayer Fabr cs

l\y'odernfold

Ny'odularArtse

N4ohawk Group

Nat onal L ghting

Neocon World's Trade Fair

oFs

Patcraft

Piikington NA nc

Roppe Corporation

SA Baxter Arch tectura Hardware

Shaw Contract Group

Sherwrn-Wr Lams

SIMONSWERK North America, lnc.

SitOnlt Seatrng

Stylex lnc.

Su nbrella

Takeform Architectural Graphics

Tandus Centrva

Tandus Centrva

Tarkett

Tarkett Johnsonite

Textus

Three H Manufacturing

TrefCway

Tuohy Furnrture Corporation

Universa Frbers

Varidesk
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To advertise in
Contract magazine's
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Vito Salvatore

r 646-668-3765
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the adjustable
concealed door hinge
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North America, lnc.
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Designer D.B. Kim, now directing
hospitality interiors for Wanda Group
in Beiiing, reflects on his work

PERSPECTIVES

The Wanda Vista Kunming
(above) opened last fall,

and is among the hotel interiors

that D.B. Kim and his team have

overseen. lt is the first Wanda

Vista in China's Yunnan Province.

As you have overseen a team of Chinese designers for more than

a year, what have you learned from your colleagues in the way that

they work, conduct business, and how they design?

Kim: Within the Wanda Hotel Design lnstitute, I am fortunate to be

able to work with young, talented designers from China as well as other

Asian countries. They are all highly motavated and disciplined, deliver

precisely in their vocation and design intentions, and are willing to
go extra steps to explore multiple options in design solutions. Their

willingness excites me and inspires me to lead. While the designers

practice hierarchically, they work well as a team through their clear

expectations. For example, questions are simply presented and

processes are quick and disciplined.

For you, personally, after working in China for more than a year,

is there an aspect of life or work there that is different from what

you had expected when you first moved to Beijing?

Kim: Before moving here, my expectations were nonexistent. I was

willing to learn and practice new methods and design processes,

and I was open to being flexible. I grew up in South Korea, and I am

aware of the strong Asian work ethic. I have been focused on being

a design leader and sharing my knowledge and design talent that

I have gained from my own experience.

Dalian Wanda Group now has hotel projects planned in the U.S.,

including a hotel interior in collaboration with Gensler within
a new Chicago tower designed by Jeanne Gang. What are the

Wanda Group plans for growth outside of China?

Kim: Currently, Wanda Group has a few locations identified, and my

team is working on the design of London, N/adrid, Brisbane, and Chicago.

Other locations, such as Beverly Hills, Sydney, New York, and San

Francisco, are planned but in early stages so we have not started

on interiors. In Beverly Hills, Wanda Group plans a 134-room luxury

boutique hotel and spa with'193 residences in a complex to be

designed by Richard lVeier. That will likely open in 20'19 or 2O2O.

Hospitality designer D.B. Kim has been living in Beijing since early
2O14, serving as vice president of hospitality design for Dalian

Wanda Group. Born in South Korea, Kim had been designing
in the U.S. for nearly 25 years, mostly recently for Daroff Design

in Philadelphia and Pierre-Yves Rochon in Chicago after nearly

eight years at Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide. Today, Kim

leads a team of designers in the Wanda Hotel Design lnstitute
within Dalian Wanda Group, overseeing the design of multiple

luxury hotels in China as well as in other countries. Dalian Wanda

Group, which is the world's largest commercial property owner

and operator, owns 71 luxury hotels, mostly in China, and also

develops and operates retail and entertainment properties. ln July,

Editor in Chief John Czarnecki visited Kim in Beijing and Shanghai,

and interviewed him about his experience with Wanda Group.

For our readers in North America, tell us what is unique about

designing luxury hospitality interiors for Chinese clients
and their guests. What are their expectations, and how do they
differ from luxury hospitality expectations in the U.S.?

Kim: N/any Chinese travelers have htgher expectations in luxury

hotel interiors compared to non-Chinese luxury hotel guests, and

I have experienced that since I started working on Chinese projects

in the early 2000s. Chinese guests are more aware of quality materials

and stories that designers narrate. They are coming from different

perspectives and understand luxurious interior materials and quality

design details from their deeper understanding of higher quality

craftsmanship that is rooted in their long history in related crafts.The

new generations of Chinese travelers'tastes have grown into various

diverse types of hospitality interiors, from minimalism to maximalism.
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