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Skyline & Elevated

The new modular collection from lnvision.

24" x 24" modular carpet - 20 color options

FLOORING GROUP
jjflooringgroup.com 800 241 4586
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We make the difference
for commercial professionals.

Give your facilities greater reliability, with stylish,
responsive hands-free technology.

Delta@ Proximity@ Sensing Technology activates water flow
when hands come within four inches of the faucet, and stops

once they are removed. Users will appreciate the contemporary

design and responsiveness, while you enjoy the water savings

and easy maintenance. Learn more about our innovative
technologies, styles and support at D,eltaFaucet.com/Proximity
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Tickets Available for lnteriors Awards Breakfast

Tables and individual tickets are now available for the 38th Annual

lnteriors Awards Breakfast, presented by Contract, to be held Friday,

January 21,2017, at Cipriani 42nd Street in New York.

contr actdesign.com/inter or sawar clstrckets

Studio Gang Chosen to Redesign CCAs San Francisco Campus

The expanded California College of the Arts (CCA) campus

w ll accommodate 2,000 students,850 faculty and staff members,

and 34 academic programs.
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Mecanoo and Beyer Blinder Belle Reveal NYPL

Mid-Manhattan Renderings

The 5200 million overhaul will increase public space in the New York

Public Library (NYPL) lVid-lVanhattan outpost by 35 percent.

conrractdesign com/nyplmidmanIrattan

Anna Hernandez, CEO of Luna Textiles, Dies at 56;

Scholarship Fund Established

Hernandez died on October 30 of Alzheimer's disease at age 56.

The Anna Hernandez/Luna Textiles Education Fund has been

established to advance women in design.

ccntractdes qn ccmr'annaherlanclez

Momentum Group Receives Presidential Award

The lValcolm Baldrige National Ouality Award is the only formal

performance excellence recognition bestowed by the President of

the United States to both public and private organizations.

co nt ractd esie n.com/nr o.nentu [nc] rou l-r

Winners Announced for llDA/Contract Magazine Booth Design

Awardsat Neocon East

With a design from Suzanne Tick, Tarkett was the winner in the large booth

category, while Bentley lr/ills was honored in the small booth category.

PERKINS+WILL
Designing for Health: Enhancing lnterior Design Through

lnterdisciplinary Collaboration

Healthcare experts at Perkins+Will explore the importance of

considering both design and medical perspectrves to optimize

planning workflow in the creation of holistic interiors.

crntractd,osiqnccnr/llv/ nterd sc Jl rraryco laborat on
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Classic metals from Chemetal.
Popular HPL and solid metal designs.

Ciassic Metals are Chemetal's HPL and solid metal designs in

the 7C0 I 800 / 900 Series that mix well in almoit any prolect. Here.

#9OC Brushed Copper Aluminum in Johnny Walker House. AIi part

ol orrr ri.Lge collection of metal designs. Calr oi'vrsil to see thcrl alr
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lnspired in a Time of Uncertainty

EDITORIAL

For many, this fall has been a whirlwind. In early November, design

leaders from around the United States gathered in Del Mar, California,

for our 12th Annual Contract Design Forum (page 14), and it was my

honor and privilege to host and emcee. Our editorial advisory board,

invited guests, and representatives of sponsors learned from speakers

and each other, and enjoyed the camaraderie and opportunity to

commiserate. They were inspired by the amazing Theaster Gates,

who emboldened the audience with a passionate morning keynote

presentation about his community, his art, and neighborhood-level

engagement against the odds.

We began our Forum program on Wednesday, November 9, just

hours after the presidential election was called. Looking around the

room at an impressive array of commercial designers and architects-
some of the brightest minds in the field-we knew that this was a

pivotal moment to reflect on our profession and our nation. ln a time

of great uncertainty, what can design professionals-regardless

of one's political stripes-do besides their usual day-to-day work to

make a positive difference in the world? lnspired rather than dejected,

how can design professionals truly impact cities and communities?

1",4y sense is that, with a backdrop of uncertainty and tumult,

a time of deep creativity is forthcoming. Throughout history, some

of the greatest art has been inspired by the state of the world. ln

periods of distress, artists and designers often produce great work-
galvanizing or clarifying an unleashed creative power.

It is potentially a moment of opportunity and challenge:

How does the creative community, including architects and designers,

generate works that truly matter? What is interesting, or exciting,

or urgent? What is being challenged-such as a focus on sustainability

and the environment-and how can designers stand up for both their

profession and sound policy? How do we continue to encourage

increased diversity within the architecture and design professions

when the data indicates disparities?

Perhaps, as a reaction to narcissism, could the counterpoint

be a time of greater relevance for the team, for collaboration, and for

acknowledging that our best work is an amalgam of creative talents?

Further, that counterpoint could place a greater emphasis on design

that touches humanity, emotions, and intellect-work with a soul

and sense of purpose.

I also sense that the near future will be a time to create and

build in new and different ways, implementing the latest in technology

and ingenuity. With that in mind, in this issue, I am very pleased to

present the feature story "The VirtualWorld Becomes Reality" (page 68)

by writer Sam Lubell, who listened to many design leaders within

architecture and design firms nationwide for their insights on the

use of virtual reality (VR). A growing number of firms are implementing

VR, allowing one to see drawings from a program such as Revit in

a three-drmensional virtual realm. VR's use has gone beyond simply

a cool presentation method-designers are now employing it as a

design tool to quickly understand a space and make alterations on

the fly. A client can be literally brought into a virtual interior, allowing

them to understand the look, feel, and spatial qualities of a project.

The medium's potential, I believe, is only beginning to be explored.

What had seemed to be a quirky novelty may well become a regularized

aspect of design workflow. ln the same way that we can laughingly

look back 30 years at how crude and rudimentary CAD drawing

capabilities were, years from now we might see this moment in time

as one in which design began its serious leap from 2-D to 3-D.

Read our story on VR, and let me know about your experience with

the technology. We still have much to learn.

lnteriors Awards Breakfast

Tickets and tables are now available for the 38th Annual lnteriors

Awards Breakfast, Friday, Janua ry 21,2017, al Cipriani 42nd Street

in New York. lVore than 600 industry colleagues are expected

to attend the event, which honors the winners of the lnteriors

Awards, the 2017 Designer of the Year, and a Design Legend.

Visit contractdesign.com/interiorsawards to learn more

and to purchase tickets. I look forward to seeing you therel

Sincerely,

John Czarnecki, Assoc, AlA, Hon, llDA

Editor in Chief

Visit contractdesign.com/editorialto read all of Editor in Chief

J oh n Cz a r n eck i s edltorlals
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2016 NightingaleAward
Winners Announced

INDUSTRY NEWS

Contract and Healthcare Design magazines,

in partnership with The Center for Health Design,

announced the winners of this year's Nightingale

Awards on November 14 at the Healthcare Design

Expo & Conference in Houston. The Nightingale

Awards, which honor the best products exhibited

at the conference, recognize contributions to
the healthcare built environment through product

design and innovation.

A 12-member jury selected IOA Healthcare

Furniture's CAMA Bed Chair as the Best of Competition.

Designed by Rosalyn Cama, president of CAMA,Inc.,

the CAMA Bed Chair is part of the IOA Healing Touch

Collection of patient room healthcare furniture
created to address the need for personal touch

and engagement between caregiver and patient.

The chair was also honored with the Gold Award

in Seating: Patient. -srAFF

At the Nightingale Awards ceremony, Contr6ct
Editor in Chief John Czarnecki (left) and

Healthcare Design Publisher Kristin Zeit (right)
presentthe Best ofCompet tion Award to desrgner

Rosa yn Cama and Fabio Delmest|, president

of IOA Healthcare Furniture.

2016 winners

Best of Competition
iaA ll.,n tire :re F!rr t!I , aAr..1A 3ed at,.lr
Gold Award in Architectural Products: Clinical
Constructron Specialtiesr Acrovyn Wal Panels

lnnovation Award in Architectural
Products: Clinical
Pressalit Care: Plus

lnnovation Award in Architectural
Products: Non-Clinical

Accurate Lock and iardwarer 910OO

Gold Award in Fabrics & Textiles
Pallas Textilesr Gaia Col ection

Silver Award in Fabrics & Textiles
C.F. Strnson: Pronto+

Silver Award in Flooring: Hard Surface

AdM x: Patcraft

lnnovation Award in Flooring; Hard Surface
N/annington Commerclal: QuickSttx

Gold Award in Flooring: Resilient

Shaw Contract: So itude

Silver Award in Flooring: Resilient
Patcraft: Vinings

lnnovation Award in Flooring: Resilient
Nora: nora nTx

Gold Award in Furniture Collections
Strvker/Tekna: Nara

Gold Award in Lighting
Visa Lightingr Symmetry

Silver Award in Lighting
Eaton:Fai SafeSGl C/F

Gold Award in Seating: Conference

OM:Trul

Silver Award in Seating: Conference
Kl: Doni

Gold Award in Seating: Guest/Lounge
Kwa u: Caterina Guest Collection

Silver Award in Seating: Guost/Lounge
IOA Healthcare Furn ture: CAN.4A Family Sleeper

Krug: Ame o Bench S eeper

Gold Award in Seating: Pstient
IOA Hea thcare Furn ture: CAMA Bed Chair

Silver Award in Seating: Patient
r ' -g: Jo da- B Se',as oowered Rec ne,

lnnovstion Award in Seating: Patient
Wie and: The New Accord Recl ner

Gold Award in Signage & Wayfinding
Sky ne Des gniSkyl ne Design GlassWayflnding

Silver Award in Surfacing Materials
Steelcase Health: Casper Privacy Frlm

Gold Award in Window Shsding & Treatments
N,4echosystems: EcoVeil Sheer

Silver Award in Window Shading & Treatments
llechosystems: MechoNet Wireless Dayl ght

Sensor & Contro er

12 contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2016

f,
I

t,
sg il l&qq.l

, * rij&r;

rl
ti

FT

,)

&



*
I

t,

ril-tr}\
tl

Lt,

1

'-

*
I

t

7T

\i-
2 a,.*I

I \
r*

I

|7

!r

a-

-lry/
-r

-

D \

-
\\

\

ffi
\

E-

\

\.

I.J

r'l r'

o
in Betula with Plywood accent, monolithic tile installation

COMMON THREAD

INSPIRED. INSPIRING.

Life evolves. Each day thot posses creofes an

anthology of events that reflects the shifting of

form as we move forword. Shifts can be dynomic

or subtle, creating o strong bond between the post,

present, and future. This common thread provides

continuity and reflection, offering o unique purpose

and identity to each passing moment.
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Theaster Gates Among
the Provocative Speakers
at Contract Design Forum

INDUSTRY NEWS

Speakers at Contract Design
Forum included Evelyn Lee
(1), Mark Gilbreath (4), and

Theaster Gates (10, pictured
with IIDA Executive Vice
President and CEO Cheryl

Durst). The scene at Forum

included (left to right in 2)

Anthony Simon of lA lnterior
Architects, Lance Amato of
Vocon, Dina Griffin of
lnteractive Design Architects,
Denise Rush of Boston

Architectural College, Mary

Bledsoe of Gensler, and Bill

Lyons of Room & Board; Griffin
(3) in front of a piece of art at
the Museum of Contemporary
Art San Diego in La Jolla;
Amato and Mark Gardner of
Jaklitsch/Gardner Architects
(5); Contract Editor in Chief
John Czarnecki with Megan

Chusid of MetLife (6): Charlie

Klecha and Anna Habig of
dPOP Design with Jeanette
Peruchini of Skidmore, Owings

& Merrill (7); Preston Knapp of
Newell Rubbermaid 8nd Scott
Hierlinger oI NELSON (8); a

crowd of leading architects
and design professionals
listen to Gates (9); Todd van

der Kruik and Sherry Dreger of
Bentley (11); and Lauren Rottet
of Rottet Studio (12).

14 contractdesign,com DECEMBER 2O16
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Bringing together national leaders in commercial architecture

and interior design, the 12th Annual Contract Design Forum took
place in Del Mar, California, November 9-11. Fostering engaging

and thoughtful discussion, the Forum is held annually for the

Contract Editorial Advisory Board, guests, and attendees, including

designers of workplace, hospitality, healthcare, retail, education,

and civic projects, as well as design educators and real estate

professionals.

The event kicked off with an opening keynote by Chicago-

based artist, urban designer, and entrepreneur Theaster Gates,

who spoke about how culture can be a catalyst for social transformation.

Providing platforms for communities to come together, his nationally

recognized body of work includes large-scale urban interventions

and is focused on cultural development in underserved communities.

Founder and CEO of LiquidSpace Mark Gilbreath presented

the ramifications of the sharing economy on commercial real estate,

particularly workplaces, and the broader lessons for all commercial

interior project types.

Architect and design strategist Evelyn Lee, AlA, who writes

a monthly column for Contract (page 2O), delivered an insightful

presentation about the need for the architecture and design

professions to adapt and be agile in order to remain relevant.

Her provocative hypothesis: The architecture profession

is two recessions away from extinction.

Contract Design Forum was sponsored by Bentley, Humanscale,

Keilhauer, Kimball Office, Mohawk Group, OFS, Rubbermaid

Commercial Products, Shaw Contract, Tarkett, Teknion, Universal

Fibers, and Wolf-Gordon. -xevLEy ARSENAULT
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matter deeply.

People want to feel connection.
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Vancouver, Canada
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a Maison&Ou.t Paris

Januaty 20-24
Paris Nord Villepinte
Paris

Pdm Spring3 Modernism Wsek
February 16-26

Palm Springs, California

lnteriors Aw.rdi Erekfast
Jantaty 27

Cipriani

New York

contractdesign.com/interiorsawa rds

Cevisama

February20-24
Feria Valencia

Valencia, Spain

cevisamaJeriavalencia.com
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WITH EARTHWERKS: WATER JUST RUNS OFF YOUR BACK.

EARTHWERKS. WATE RPROO F CO RE.

No need to hit the roof every time something hits the floor. You can count on

waterproof EarthWerks'WPC. Don't let its beauti{ul looks fool you, it's as tough as nails.

Kids, pets and the clumsy have met their match. EarthWerks'quality, performance

and support have made us the brand that's never watered down.

.8'
PTT

mffinY

For in{ormation regarding our extensive line of sustainable vinyl flooring,
please call 800-275-7943 or visit us online at www.earthwerks.com
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PROFILE

Designers
You
Should
Know
Assembly

trl
,t\

Early in 2O16, the firm Assembly Design Studio
was formed in San Francisco by former Studio O+A

designers Denise Cherry (right) and Liz Guerrero
(middle). They teamed with Omar Toro-Vaca (left),

fcrmerly of SHoP Architects, and quickly grew
what is now a 2S-person prectice. Assembly
has completed the Uber Advanced Technologies

Group Center in Pittsburgh (page 50) and is

currently designing two workplaces for Uber
in San Francisco and Oakland, California, as

well as a variety of projects ranging from urban
design to branding, interiors, and products.

I
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Why the nsme Assembly?
-.'l

Assembly best embodies who we are and what we

think about. We brought together a group of designers

value in that difference. lt generates the kind of energy

that leads to better design solutions. lt's also an

accurate reflection of how the world works beyond

the boundaries of our office: People negotiate their

interests and aspirations through the built environment,

and if any progress is to be made, they usually have

to come together around something worth fighting for.

Whatxere the key factors for you ia deciding
to st.rt your own practice?

We were all in very similar places in terms of our
professional development and seniorityat our re _spective

firms.,We also understood {hat opportunities to.start

a business with such a strong foundation don't come

about all that often. The conditions were ripe, and

the rest was already in place. We liked working with

each other, we understood that we had complementary

skills.,Bnd we w919 very passionate abcut the chance

to put our heads together and build a practice in which

the design of buildings puts human experience first.

We are wholeheartedly focused on bringing humanity

back into design.

What is your firnds approach to design?
We think of design as a broad-ranging set of activities

that relies on creativity and communication to solve
problems. Based on that approach, we resist the
tendency to draw lines between different disciplines

such as interior design, architecture. and graphics.

We're interested in the value of-and the relationship

a practice that helps our clients

between all disciplines without losing focus on the

overall experience.

Describe the mix of projects that Assembly purcues
We are interested in creating a holistic experience

regardless of project type or size. lt's not about whether

a project is workplace or hospitality or residential-
for us, design has no scale. A project

and the d€eper we dive into a project, the inore detailed

those questions become. We're simply interested

in exploring the ans\ /ers to all of a project's questions.

What are your current proiects?

We are working on a handful of additional large-scale
projects with Uber. We lead the interior oesign and ,

'coordination of a public art component for Uber's
global headquarters in the Mission Bay neighborhood

of San Francisco, in.a project that is a collaboration,

with SHoP Architeits. Across the Bay in

office for Uber will be located in a renovated eight-story
former Sears store (below). The Oakland project has

a significant public realm, including a BART

food hall, and community space. We recently designed

the branding, collateral. exhibits, and environmental

graphics for an event with Cisco:teamed up with

lwamotoscott on Pinterest's workspace; completed

o lobby renovation for Quid; andpartnered with Human

Scale Studio on a community-led campargn to redesign

Detroit s Roosevelt Park (above)

What is important in design today?
ln a word: responsiveness. The relationship between life

and work, between the natural and the built
,and betweein policy 61rd the waylwe evolv-e'dur citiegis
changing faster than ever befoie. That requires

to become more agile and flexible in their approach to
problem solving. While aspiring to build an intact vision

for a project is a noble endeavor, we prefer to practice

a more effective mode of harnessing all of the energy

that comes with rapid change. This doesn't mean that
we think of buildings and furniture as disposable; rather,

we engage in the process of understanding our clients'

quickly shifting personal and business needs in order

to design better experiences for them. ln many ways,

we're iust getting started. c

I
,.,between -design disciplines that can beemployed , '

to create wonderful experiences and solve functional
problems too. That sounds simple, but the entire

ffi who allaPproaehdesign ditferentty, and we seegreat , ls so used,to supporling these divisions. We're building

ffi:""_
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COLUMNIST

Process Tells Our Story
by Evelyn M. Lee, AIA

Evelyn M. Lee, AlA, writes
a regular column fot Contrcct
on business practices in design

and professional development,
Lee is a senior strategist at
MKThink, the ideas company
for the built environment
based in San Francisco,

and holds graduate degrees

in architecture, public

administration, and business

administration. Lee is

currently a member of the
AIA national board of directors.
ln 2014, she received the
AIA Young Arehitects Award.

Her website is evelynlee.com.

During a recent project kickoff meeting with
MKThink, I asked our new client why they selected

us. The client said it was due to our clearly defined
process and our ability to consistently execute
against it while engaging clients in a meaningful
way. Specifically, they appreciated how we told
the story of the work we did through our process

and could envision what it would be like to work
with us on their project,

Design is an ambiguous term for those

outside of the profession, and it is usually carried
out through a process. Why, then, do we not

celebrate this process more?

A firm's individual design process is its
biggest differentiator when it comes to competition.
When design firms have projects of similar scale

and scope, with the same palette of materials to
select from, and the same steps from schematics

through occupancy, it is the design process that
makes each outcome entirely unique. Helping your

client become familiar with your process will allow

them to understand how you bring their vision to life.

Defining your process can also distinguish your

firm's culture, make onboarding new hires easier,

and aid in talent retention.

Architects and interior designers use

fairly standard terminology to describe project

phases-schematic design, design development,

construction documents, bid and negotiation,

and construction. These terms are fine for a firm's

internal use, but since they are often associated

with very specific deliverables, in many ways

they are limiting in describing the complete scope

of services that we truly offer. Therefore, I am

encouraging designers to further define the phases

of their work-beyond these standardized terms-
for clients to more easily understand the process

that firms are expecting them to buy into.

A process is a framework, a story of how

to approach the work. At MKThink, we follow a six-
step process for most design projects: discovery,

assessment, strategy, planning and design, prototype

and testing, and implementation. The core
basic services are mostly wrapped up in planning

and design, with construction integrated into
implementation. Gensler's issue-based process

framework has similar steps but also has stages
called investigation, vision and goal setting,
evaluation, and concept development that all take
place before schematic design/master planning.

To communicate your design story, the
process needs to be built into every project. lf you

are struggling to identify your process, look to past
projects to pinpoint stages that are unique to your

firm's approach. Once a solid process is in place,

make sure that every project has a similar output
in telling the story, For every photo spread of your
project, consider having an equally compelling story
that you took your client through to get to the final
design solution.

Jensen Architects in San Francisco has

a microsite linked from its main website that is
dedicated to four case studies from different market
sectors, each covering the firm's process and

approach to problem-solving, as well as the special

expertise that it has with building systems,
structures, sustainability, and materiality. The case

studies allow potential clients to better understand

what it is like to work with Jensen Architects as

well as its approach to design. The stories also show

prospective talent what it is like to be employed

at Jensen Architects, what the firm cares about,

and give a glimpse into the firm culture.

Designers and architects love showcasing

the results of their work, but beautiful photography

is not enough to explain how you got there.

Remember that the final product is just part of what

design professionals offer. While pretty pictures

are often what initially attract a client, it is the way

we work that keeps them coming back for more.

Telling the story of the process gives those outside

of our profession a better understanding of the

value that we bring to the table as designers, how

we use design to solve problems, and why what

we do is so incredibly valuable to our clients.
Communicating process can alleviate mystery,
giving the client a sense of ease for the journey. c

20 contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2016

{*



?tfl. .:;

I(

E xlrr
€h:

d/

I
. Solutions for desktops, cubicles, or full-desk replacements

. Special pricing for bulk orders available

. Free Shipping to Lrwer 48 States

. All products require little or no assembly

I

'i1:3::

H
&
&
---
-'-

i

t

L
=l

rffiN

F RT}IT[ll|1|0

,

E

0rder online or call

87r-134-1784. VARlDEStlcom

I|ARI[[SI('IS TtlI HIIG}IT-AIJUSTABII STAl\lIING D[Sl( SOIUTIO] TOR A}IY OFIIII SPACI.

\/1/ORl( ELIVATED

-d ITXI];IfiT;H;I
H#F#ffi

.rh D



DESIGNERS SELECT

Michael Kostow, AIA
Prlncipal

Kostow Greenwood Architects
New York

Office
Designer Michael Kostow shares some
of the year's best workplace products

1. BuzziSpace: BuzziFalls
'Adaptable and flexible spaces are increasingly
in demand, and BuzziFalls provides an eflicient
means to define them in a fun and colorful
way. The felt material can be layered in a non,
invasive way to create ?ooms' without sacrificing
transparency and openness. The cutout patterns,

which are based on organic shapes, bring a bit
of the outdoors inside."

buzzi.space

2. Neucor: Wood Composite Panels
"l am all for products that are budget frlend y

and sustainably produced, and Neucor's Wood

Composite Panels are both. I also iketo introduce
unexpected but completelyappropri6te products

into a project in new ways. This is a backlng panel

that can be used to create walls, cabinetry, and

furniture. The textured surface and lightweight
matena make it idea for some acoustical
applications as we I as feature walls and infil
panels for custom millwork."

neucorpanels.com

3. Humsnscale Ouickstand Lite
"This is a beautiful evolution of an exist ng product,

which easily transforms any work surface for
slt-stand functionality. The design is so simp e

and self-evident, and it seamlessly fits into todays
workp ace 6esthetic. llany of our clients ask for
thrs feature and are exponentiaily pleased, as t is

a cost-effect ve way to promote healthy practices

with minimum disruption in exist ng environments.
humanscale.com

4. Panelite: Bonded
"Three words that can be used to describe thts

product are lightweight, translucent, and colorful.

We recently used Panelite's Bonded series to

create a curved feature wall behind a spiral sta rway

that llterally spark es as people move behind it.

It is the most photographed spot in the otflce."

panel ite.com

5. Kireir Echofold
"This felt product ls sustainably produced and

introduces color and texture into an offlce while

providing acoustlcal absorption. We are always

thinking of new and creative approaches that
are also modern and visually nteresting to satisfy

the technical workplace requirement of sound

absorption. Colors, patterns, textures, and shapes

can be combined to create unlque surfaces.'

kireiusa.com

22 contractdesign.com DECEMEER 2O16
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DESIGNERS SELECT

Tanys Paz, As3oc. AIA
Senior Designer

CAlVA,lnc.

San Diego

Healthcare
Healthcare designer Tanya Paz names her favorite
furnishings for he althcare settings

5

1. B-Line: Boby
"l love incorporating classic design pieces in

healthcare environments whenever possible. Boby

is a personal favorite, providing a beautiful, colorful

option for mobile storage. lVade out of durable

plastic, its many compartments are stiil perfectly

sized for today's gadgets. Just think of a boldly

colored art cart for kids or the myriad of other ways

Joe Colombo's Boby could brlghten up a space.

Thrs prece can take away some of the scariness

associated with medical aesthetics, making

healthcare a bit more approachable and friendly

through design."

b-line.it

2, Casamsnia: Lofoten
"ln healthcare, we frequently try to create dignified

and diverse spaces for what we at CANIA cal

'time-in-between.' Lofoten isan amazinglyfun,
playful, and flexible modular seatlng system that

allows for the creation of a variety of environments,

frorn active and bolsterous seatlng to a private and

enclosed lounge area. Crafted from single

elements, the lower and higher options are

particularly great for healthcare settings, providing

the opportunity for more privacy in a public space."

casamania.it

3. Moooi: Love Sofa High Back
'At CAN.4A, much of our work this past year has

revolved around the healing powers of touch.

N,4any studies confirm its therapeutic benefits;

however. traditional healthcare has been slow to

harness its healing powers. The Love Sofa High

Back designed by Marcel Wanders for lVoooi has

invit ng curvature that generously provides enough

space for two, promoting physical contact betv/een

patients, loved ones, and caregivers."

moooi.com

4. Vorpan: Clov6rleaf
"The Cloverleaf modules fit together to create

dynamic forms that can encourage interaction

or support privacy through its varying senses of

onclosure. The polyethylene option makes it easy

to clean and durable for indoor and outdoor use.

Legendary pieces such as this maintain a civic
quality that supports efforts for our healthcare

spaces to become community beacons of wellness.

verpan.com

5. Smarin: Lss Angles
"The incorporation of nature and natural elements

throrgh brophrlia has long been a theme in

healthcare. Les Angles brings outside topographles

inside by creating seating landscapes through the

amalgamation of pieces that can be 6rranged freely

by users. The geometries are based on a system

of Penrose tiling, creating modules of varying sizes

and shapes that can lock together but lack any

direct symmetry."

smarin.net
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So beautifully strong

it can withstand

a 1000 lb. drop test

So smart it practically

cleans itself

I

beautifully strong

Summit Lounge

with steel cylinder legs

by design
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DESIGNERS SELECT

Andrew Cohen

Principal

Parts and Labor Des gn

New York

4

Hospitality
Andrew Cohen names some of the year's
best flnds for hospitality settings

1. LifeSpaceJourney: Piggyback
"The LifeSpaceJourney Piggyback chair ls both
sculptura and airy. You can keep it simp e or dress

it up wrth a leather sling, which makes it an extra-
versatrle piece to use rn hospitality spaces. Beyond

its style, the chalr is lightweight and stackab e."

Iifespacejourney.com

2. Gallotti&Radice: First Armchair & Pouf
"This stunning armchair and ottoman are perfect

for lobby lounges or guestroom suites They have

beautiful lines and are ultra luxunous, with enough

space to get cozy w th a friend
gal lottiradice.it

3. Douglas and Bec: Line Table Lamp
'' I he des gn ol tre Lrne Table Lamp rs supe'

simple yet full of charactel I ]ove the color of

the handblown glass shade, and the LED light

diffused through the gray and sage glass provides

a warm glow that adds a nice ambience to a hotel

guestroom or restaurant."

doug lasa nd bec.com

4. KGBL: Terranova
"This petite side table makes a humble statement

with ts soft lines and sculptural minimalism. lt s

a functional art piece that ls a surprising accent

in any setting."

kgblnyc.com

5. Witch & Watchmanr Amazonia Light
''lvlore is more with thrs fresh sprn on a classic

pattern. We recently used this wa lcovering in the

bathroom of one of our office projects. We I ke to

think that a little personality goes a long way."

witcha ndwatch ma n.com
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Thrive* and Refresh-

It's not sa ge/cactus/green... [t's Aloe, a natural organic gr€en that

s life to the desert as well as your project. Don't settle for'a

that's simply close'enough. Your vision deserves more and

you deserve the exact color you need. With limitless solution-

dyed iolor capability from Universal Color', no one's more

committed to bringing your vision to life than Universal Fibers"'.
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DESIGNERS SELECT

Education
Designer Susanne Ackermann names her favorite
new products for learning environments

1. Legrand: WirEmold
"Legrand s indoor/outdoor light and charging

station is usefu everywhere-thequad,campus

bus stop, llbrary courtyard, student common areas,

and cafeterias. They're essential-everybody

counts on them!"

legrand.us

2. Artemide: Eggboard
,Our firm is designing a lot of exposed ceiling

structures for our clients, and acoustics can

easily become an issue. Made of sound-absorbing

PET that minimizes noise reflections, Artemide's

Eggboard unites acoustic capacity with

an lntegrated light panel. Combinable,

customizable, and good looking, it's a modern

and effective problem solver."

artemide.net

4. Devorm: AK 2
"'Deep work'is challenging in open study

environments. The AK 2 workspace divider lamp

features a PET felt divider with an LED fluorescent

bulb on either side and hangs from the ceiling on

thin cords to create a visual and audio shield for

each user. N,4ade from recycled bottles, lt's available

in 10 colors."

devorm.nl

5, Kusch+Co:3000 Njord

Kusch+Co has come up with the perfect chair

for the educational setting. Durable, lightweight,

stackable, and offering the comfort of 6n armchair,

the ergonomic 3000 Njord comes in non-

absorbent polyester felt in an array of colors

as welL as beech-stain options, and is crafted

from 98 percent recycled material."

en.kusch.com

Susanne Ackermann

Senior Associate

Elkus tVanfredi Assoc ates

Boston
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3. Artek Kaari
"Artek's graceful and practical Kaari collection of

tables, desks, and sheives was designed by Ronan

and Erwan Bouroullec. These innovative pieces

feature a linoleum top and a unique support system

composed of wood and wing-shaped bent steel

that combines durability. sustainability, and

materlal warmth in a new, fresh, and simple

silhouette. An instant classicl"

artek.fi
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Designer Jamie Durie created the lnfused Veneer collection for B+N

Industries with 11 repeating patterns and imagery applied to panels

in various wood veneers, including maple, cherry, and walnut.

The architectural panels, which measure 48 inches by 96 inches,

can be used both as focal walls and as casework fronts.

Abstract Navajo (1) has a 3-D effect in neutral tones reminiscent

of textures found in Southwest Native American weaving. Donkey

Tails (2) emulates the dramatic drape of the fleshy blue-green leaves

of its namesake flowering succulent, which is native to southern

N/exico and Honduras. Baby blue plumbago flowers were pressed

between book pages and then scanned to achieve the kaleidoscopic

X-ray effect of Blue Florals (3). The blue skies and desert landscape

of one of Durie's favorite places, Palm Springs, California, inspired

Candelabra (4), which depicts the giant tree. The sensuous shape

of the fragrant, tropical bloom bursts into bold graphics for Pink

Frangipani (5). Falling Dots (6) borrows earthy tones from the art

of Australia's indigenous cultures as well as its landscape, recalling

raindrops or hanging vines. Blush-Tone Florals (7) features a

tessellated pattern with trumpet-shaped Brazilian jasmine, while

the dense green cascades of Chain of Pearls (8) echo the plant from

southwestern Africa. Wave Dots (9) is a gradated monochromatic

pattern that evokes sand dunes, mountain ranges, and crashing waves.

lnfused Veneer includes two additional designs-Shibori

andZigZag Spike (not shown). All patterns are three-panel repeats

with the exceptions of Blue Florals and Pink Frangipani, which come

in two-panel repeats, and Blush-Tone Florals and Falling Dots, which

are single-panel repeats. -tl/URRYE BERNARD

bnind com

30 contractdesign.com OECEMEER 2016
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Infused Veneer
imbue with natural world
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PRODUCT FOCUS

ln the Shade
Masquespacio crafted the Shade lamp for Raco as part of the brand's
strategic redesign

s

tr
::i

ln an altogether Spanish venture, creative consultancy l'.,4asquespacro,

of Valencia, designed the Shade lamp-redolent of the shadows

cast by Mediterranean light-as an emblem of its charge to refashion

the identity of Barcelona-based lighting company Raco.

Founded by Ana N/ilena Herndndez Palacios (pictured, left)

and Christophe Penasse, N,4asquespacio set out to modernize Raco's

overall oeuvre. Building on the success ofthis endeavor, Raco enlisted

Masquespacio to create its own luminaire for the company. Boasting

a postmodern form, the artisan-crafted Shade lamp serves as the

debut design launched by the revamped Raco.

The Shade lamp-measuring approximately 17 inches in width

and 9% inches in height-employs a distinguishing and dichotomous

medley of natural materials. "lt was really important to us to use local

materials, as we wanted to connect our inspiration taken from the

lVediterranean light to the materials that surround us on a daily basis

here in Spain," Penasse says. Shade features not only marble and brass

but also raffia and cowhide leather. This unique collection of materials

renders a curious aesthetic that is a departure from more accustomed

compositions, while the lamp's geometry complements the unusual

aspects ofthe design. HAyLEy ARSENAULT

masq uespac io.com
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1. Vitra: Pacific
Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby designed the
Pacific chair, their first for an office. Available

with six adjustable height settings, Pacific has a

padded backrest that further conceals the chair's

mechanical components. Movable armrests

allow for sideways sitting, and a synchronized

mechanism responds to the user's weight to
provide personalized comfort. Pacific has a five-
star base, comes with a range of frame finishes,

and can be upholstered in several fabric and

leather options.

2. AJK Design Studio: Ceiling Squares
These precision-laseFCut modular ceiling squares

come in 16 patterns that play wlth positive and

negative space. Offered rn 63 hues of steel, brass,

bronze, or aluminum in three repeat sizes, the

squares are compatible with most suspended

ceiling systems. The ceiling squares may be

mounted open or backed wrth meta, acoustic

board or wool felt.

3. Humanscale: Corde 4
Created with textile designer Elizabeth Whelan,

Corde 4 is a woven fourway stretch fabnc from
Llumanscale spec,al.y desrgned for ergonomtc

seatinq appiicat ons. Corde 4 features a small

modular weave of high-performance nylon and

polyurethane placed in a half-drop repeat for

a ribllke dimensional surface.

FII
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Editors'
Choice

4. Bross: Nora

,: i- i :.t a: : I _1.

5. Ligne Roset: Brass Bell
Designed by Patrick Zulauf. Brass Bell reading

ights and one- or three-shade pendant light

f xtures employ a semitransparent brass-

colored borosrlrcate glass shade. which becomes

transparent when illuminated, creating a hologram

etfect. The readrng light rs 58 inches tall, and

the approximately 6-inch-diameter shade has

a 360-degree rotation.

Throughout the year, Contract's
editors meet with manufacturers
and visit trade shows to learn about
the newest products for commercial
interiors. We share some of the
highlights from 2016 on these pages,
many of which have not been seen
previously in the magazine, including
products in the categories of indoor
and outdoor furniture, architectural
elements, bath and lighting fixtures,
fabrics, flooring, and wallcoverings.
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6. Lualdi: Wall & Door
The Wall & Door system of modular panels.

doors, and hardware from Lualdi can demarcate

interior environments without the need to

construct permanent walls. The custom-size wall

system is made of fixed and swing-opening panels

with concealed hinges, in wood veneer or a matte

or glossy lacquer frnlsh.

Lualdi.com

architectural

bath

7.3form: Full Circle
lnspired by the resllience of rural Nepalese

communities n the aftermath of the 2015

earthquakes, 3form's Full Circle pane

collection-comprised of Kathali and Lrna-
incorporates indrgenous raw materials. Katha l

features a pattern of reclaJmed wood shavings

stained in three neutra palettes by loca artisans,

wh le Lina uses hand-painted, locally sourced

bamboo dowels layered into harmonious designs.

Both I nes are ava lable in Varia Ecoresin and glass

in gray, tan, and brown.

9. Alape: Stream
Stream rs a contemporary rectangular bathroom

basin with a classic shape and a distinctive narrow

edge that can be integrated into the surface of the

countertop. Alape uses 3-milImeter glassed steel

enamelling to produce basins with sharp precision

and comfortabledepth thatcan seamlesslyflt nto

a range of design concepts.

a ape com/us enl

r

1O. Cinaton: K2005
The K2005 touch-free swivel faucet is capable

of a 150-degree spout rotation and utrlizes

C naton's patented iSense technology. The

design includes three user-defined presets,

a maximum temperature setting, and a battery

backup for continued use during a power outage.

Its interm ttent water flow and automatic shut-

off prov de up ro 70 perce"t warer savings.

K2005 is available in either brushed or
polished nickel finishes.

c naton conr

\
PRODUCT BRIEFS

8. KALLISTA: One Decorative
The One Decorative collection of bathroom

faucets was created rn collaboration wlth the New

York-based architect Andre K koski. Embedded

within the solid brass handles are a choice of luxe

polished stones, such as white Carrara marble,

ashwood sto^e. \ero lr,4arqrrna. a-d g.rg,o

imestone. The minrmal faucets can be finished

with brass, pollshed chrome, gunmetal, nickel

si ver or brushed nickel.

ka lrstd conr

10

I
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PRODUCT BRI EFS

fabrics

11. Maharam: Leather
Va-a'aa Des qn Sr-dros ^ew'earher

upholstery co lection has been minimally

treated and processed to embrace the inherent

nuances and vaflations ofthe material-its
wrinkles, scratches, and scars. The eight styies

are sourced from boutique tanneries ln ltaly, with

the exception of a suede that comes from Spain.

All 100 color options highlight the textures and

material qualities ofthe leather.

12. LUUM Textiles: Transference
Designed by Suzanne Tick, the Transference

textile collection explores the meeting point

between digital and material. The collection

contains Disrupt, a large-sca1e houndstooth; Vital,

a Bella-Dura boucl6 yarn with a boldly colored

warp; Emit, a two-tone yarn wrth a subtle sheen for

panels and wrapped walls; and Line Language. an

upholstery fabr c based on such art materials as

charcoal, ink, and graphite that contains 40 percent

postconsumer recycled content.

flooring
15. Bisazza: Wood
Studio Job's signature style underscores Bisazza's

new Wood collection, applying the Dutch design

firm s exemplar on classlc parquet oak tiles. Five

of the patterns pair natural tones with brilliant

colors to transform into trompe I'oeil illusions.

The sixth pattern, Gingham, laserengraves small

animal skeletons against a colored checkerboard.

The tiles come in herringbone, plank, square,

and hexagona shapes.

15

16. Durkan: Mindscapes
Mindscapes, Durkan's broadloom carpet coliection

with'13&9 Design (led by Contraca magazine's 2015

Designer of the Year N,4artin Lesjak), evokes an

atmospheric impression through abstract patterns

reinterpreting the moon, Mars, clouds, mountains,

watet and sand. The patterns are applied over

a textured carpet base us ng a precision dye

injection for a tactile 3 D ef{ect. lvindscapes can be

cut and reconfigured to form multiple combin6tions.

38 contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2016

Luxe Natural
Luxe Natural upholstery is inspired by the

maker movement, which values the artisanal

craftsmanship of hammered metals, ceramic

surfaces, and handmade textiles. Fabrics

range from silky, metallic sheens to large-scale

spiral designs to patterns that resemble animal

skins. Luxe Natural is offered in warm, earth-

toned shades.
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

furniture 17. Nevins: Koen
The Koen collection consists of benches as we I

as conference, t16ining, occasional, and dining
tables. The benches come in both single, and
four-cushion conf gurations. The t6bles'sculpted,
open steel bases-with angled or stra ght legs
finished as powder coated, polished stainless
steel. or poirsheo ch-ome-creare r-e impression
of spaciousness. The tabletops are available in a

range of shapes (round, rectangular, and square)
and flnishes (laminate, veneer, solid surface, glass,

KrystalCast, and stone).

nevins co

1t

19

18. Kimball Office: Pairings
Pam Llght and John Duffy of pL-D deslgned
the reconfigurabie Pairings collection of
seating, tables, and dividers to accommodate
collaborative work wh le providlng both visual

and ac o.sl c seoa.dt ro- in open e^vi.o. ments,

as well as power and data dlstribuilon. The seats,
offered in a multitude of upholstery materials wlth
polished or brushed aluminum legs, come in s no e,

double, and triple conflgurations, while the lounge
and bench seats have an optiona tab et arm. The
giass or resin divider walls can be speclfied with
side or back privacy panels.

k mba off ce.com

19. Allsteel: Vicinity
The Vicin ty chair's armless polymer shell, on

e ther four legs or a stackable wire sled base, is

available in eight colors, ranging from soft neutrals
to brlght solids, while the legs and frame have

seven possible finishes. The lounoe features
a low, comfortable seat with a partia ly or fully
upholstered she I crad ed on a tubu ar steel base;

it too has seven base finlshes. The lounge she l's six
veneer options include beech, walnut, snd natural

or gray rift oak, but there are also a wide varlety of
sta-dard or COIV up-olstery fao. cs.

al steeiotflce.com

20. HighTower: Nest
Designed by Form Us With Love, Nest compr ses

two heights of Nordic-inspired Iounge sofas,

cha rs, and tables, which can be mixed into various
social interact on zones. The soft curves of the
upholstered se6ting elements support long

intervals of sitting. The tab es use black powder
coated tubu ar steei frames with Fenix Nanotech
aminate tops for an opaque, soft-touch surface.

21. West Elm Workspace:
Frame Screen System
These modern panels, developed with lnscape,

can be easily rearranged to create private or shared
workrng spaces. With opt onal plug-in power

outlets,the nterock ng panelscomeina rangeof
surfaces, such as tackable fiannel, dry erase board,
and oak veneer. The coliection also contalns frame
screens, industrial ro ling boards, Charlie stacking
stools, and an industriai round meetino table
lveste ntworkspac,o com

22. Wilkhahn: Metrik
lVetrik js Wilkhahn's new canti ever chair, boast ng
a unique scuiptural form reminrscent of modern
automotive design. The chair's fluid lines, rounded
volume, and precisely defined surfaces form a
dist nctive shape that seamlessly ntegrates the
armrests and merges with the tubular steel frame.
A variety oftextures and colors are offered for the
cushion, while the through-dyed polyamide seat

sections and six frame co oTs can be combined
with a bright chrome-p ated frame.

wrlkha h n.u s

22
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

23. Brendan Ravenhill: Ada
Both inspired by and named for the Americans

with Disabilities Act (ADA), which dictates that
sconces in hallways must not protrude from a

wall more than 4 inches, the black, white, or black

with brass Ada sconces feature solid sheet-metal

construction with LED technology. Adjustable

reflectors on friction hinges allow the wall-

washing light to be directed in many angles

while maintaining a sleek profile. Ada measures

9 inches long, 3% inches deep, and 5% inches tall.

24. Gabriel Scott: Welles
The Welles chandelier joins gemlike mold-blown

glass pieces with polished hardware. Handmade

in Canada, the glass pieces are available in either

alabaster white or smoked gray, with hardware in

polished nickel, copper, and brass, or blackened

steel. The modular fixture's standard cable length

of 6 feet can be adjusted upon request to fit any

specified dimension.

I
\r

-a

.

Iffi
ilffiilmPr- ffiffi" :H .*

25. Boyd Lighting: Hoopla
Doyle crosby and in-house designers at

Boyd Lighting developed the Hoopla pendant

as a "non-fixture" with a minimal profile.

It has Zs-inch powder-coated aluminum

channels; one stem begins at the canopy and

drops to form a hoop lit by dimmable LEDs.

Hoopla comes in two sizes-16- and 24-inch

diameters-and two powder-coated finishes:

warm black Coffee Bean and soft white Milk.

26. Architectural Lighting Works:
Hylytr
Hylytr LED luminaires utilize Architectural

Lighting Works's proprietary Double Slot Optics

light-sculpting technology to provide sharp,

long-reaching narrow-beam light emissions.

lntended for wall-grazing, ceiling-grazing.

and long, linear-showcasing applications,

the luminaires use as little as 6 watts per linear

foot and can uniformly span distances of up to

60 feet depending on the specified LED package.

All models are available in color temperature

options from 2700K to 4000K and multiple

color finishes.

42 contractdesign.com OECEMEER 2016
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

outdoor
27. Dedon: Tigmi
Tigmi is a deep outdoor sofa with an easily
removable UV-resistant roof that is handwoven
in an open, semitransparent style reminiscent of
a thatched beach hut. Designed by Jean-N/arie
lVassaud, the sofa holds two layers of cushions-
a thick outer layer that can be left outdoors and a

pillowy inner layer that is easy to remove-in its
aluminum frame.
dedon.de

28

28. spHaus: Fargo 80/150
Designed by Diego Sferrazza, the indoor/outdoor
Fargo 80 armchair and Fargo 150 two-seater
couch boast minimal forms. The 16-millimeter
curved stainless-steel-tube frames can be
polished, sandblasted, or powder coated. Molded
fireproof pillows made of a DryFIex polyurethane
rubber, which is resistant to extreme weather
conditions and is fully recyclable, have removable
fabric or leather covers.

sphaus.com

29. Area Declic: Zebra
The stackable Zebra chair by Area Declic can
be used both indoors and outdoors. lt features
a light silhouette and slim structure with steel
tube supports. Braided polypropylene belts form
the seat and back. ln addition to black and white,
Zebra comes in warm and metallic shades,
like brown, gray, coppel and beige. The shell
and frame can be specified in various color
combinations, as well as in armchair and

stool versions.

areadeclic.com

DECEMBER 2016
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3O. Landscape Forms; Cochran
Landscape architect Andrea Cochran has created
outdoor furniture for Landscape Forms that
captures the Zen-like quality of her landscapes.
Cochra! includes a lounge and a side charr. both
oI which have continuous-loop cast-aluminum
frames with replaceable Phifertex Plus fabric,
a nylon weave with sta,n and l11ildewresisalcs- .

and UV proteetion: A low ?4-iBeh:rquare.tsalp.i_s.,:

toppedwithqhigt:p.erfe.il - .t
. . . . :i:i:.:=i:-itit'.:a'.i:-::ii:j:
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CCNP

Picnic is a cotLection of coilaborative tables and soft seating
benches inspired by the classic picnic tabte.'Designed to work
together or independently, the co[eciion brings a casuaI charm
to interior environments and rnakes for a setting that's piayfuL

and productive at the.same time.
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

wallcoverings
31. FilzFelr ARO Block
The New York-based firm Architecture Research

Office designed ARO Block, a series of modular
wool acoustic tiles made from postindustrial

remnant material. The tiles are formed from
3-millimeter 100 percent wool felt mounted to
a 10-millimeter acoustic substrate. Offered in

63 colors, the collection is available in several

standard shapes that are drawn from geometry,
spoke systems, and architectural shingles
and cladding.
fi zfelt.corr

33. Versa: Pixel
At once retro and futuristic, the Pixel wallcovering
features metallic layered blocks and lines on a

multidirectional embossing for an optical etfect
that recalls early video-game graphics when
viewed up close, but it appears more organic from
a distance. lvlade of 20-ounce low-VOC vinyl on

an Osnaburg backing, the Type ll wallcovering
is available in 15 gradated color treatments.
versawallcovering.com

32. HBF Textiles: Peak
Peak is part of HBF Textile's collection designed
in collaboration with Elodie Blanchard, which was
inspired by Russel Wright's modern architecture.
The pattern is a pixelated reinte.pretatjon of a

landscape wallpaper seen on a computer screen
saver. Combining two environmentally friendly,
antimony-free polyester yarns and a variety of
weave structures, the performance fabric is

rated NSF 336 Gold. There are seven colorways:
Crest, Desert, Canyon, Waterfall, Glacier, Volcano,

and Ridge.

hbftexti es.com
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WORKPLACE

Advanced
Technologies
Group
Genter

By Aphrodite Knoop

Photography by

Jasper Sanidad

The design firm Assembly develops a sleek
Pittsburgh workplace and machine shop where
the autonomous car is being perfected

50
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The showroom includes
bleached pine stadium seating

for team *sembliessnd
other surfaees that sre white
or light in color. Multiple
meeting spec6s, from couches

to nookbafd table settings,
8re aYailable in proximity

tgthe bleachere.
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1 Lobby

2 Collaboration area
3 Open officearea
4 Lounge

5 Conference room

6 Teamfocus room
7 Cafe

B Kitchen
I Showroom

T 0 Welding shop
1T Machine shop
12 Workshop

13 Garage

14 Gym
'15 Open to below

Pittsburgh continues to reinvent itself, from being

a center of coal and steel production to becoming

a home to recent advances in biomedical and

robotics technology. And as a hub of innovation,
the city is the ideal location for Uber's Advanced
Technologies Group Center (ATG Center), where
the company's driverless cars are being developed.

Since its inception in 2009, Uber has

connected more than a billion riders to drivers
in more than 450 cities and counting. Seeking
to make a serious investment in robotics and

the development of autonomous cars, the company

launched the ATG Center in the Lawrenceville
neighborhood of Pittsburgh to be within the vicinity
of Garnegie Mellon University's respected robotics
department. The company has transformed an

8O,000-square-foot warehouse along the Allegheny
River into a workplace of tomorrow for nearly 500
employees. "We're situated between two bridges
directly on the water. lt's simply a beautiful location,"
says Eric Meyhofer, Uber ATG Center's principal

and engineering lead.

Technology by design

San Francisco-based designer Denise Cherry
had been collaborating with Uber in rec6nt years.

The company chose her nascent firm, Assembly (see

profile, page 18), led by Cherry, Liz Guerrero, and

Omar Toro-Vaca, to oversee the design, with Strada
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A white-walled workshop
(top) to test autonomous

cars opens to the cafe (left).

Recslllng the bridges of
Pittsburgh, a glass-and-steel
walkway (above) overlooks
the workshop. Visible from
outside (opposite), two
sets of bleachers allow
for presentations.
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Key Design Highlights

The symmetrical plan features
a showroom at the head of a
"central nave," in some ways

symbolic of an altar to the

autonomous caL

Elements in the central space

are white or ight in co or,

including two sets of bleached

pine stadium seating that
accommodate team assembl es.

A materia palette of regular

and Corten steel, glass, leather,

and native hardwoods connects
with the local context.

Groupings of custom
workstations are adjacent

to an informal meetino area

and conference rooms.

The machine shop and workshop
where autonomous cars are

tested are visible from both the
work area and the showroom.
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as architect of record. "Pittsburgh's long history

of cutting-edge production technology, and of

manufacturing the most essential machines of its

age, aligned with Uber's desire to launch and build

its first self-driving vehicle. This idea of marrying the

past and future became the design inspiration behind

the ATG Center," explains Cherry.

ln concert with Uber, Assembly's process was

a convergence of state-of-the-art robotics design

and futuristic interior design. "Denise and I quickly

learned that we had a very compatible vision,"

Meyhofer says, "She showed me how to make any

idea I had even better. Often, I didn't do anything but

say,'Wow, please do that amazing idea that you

have.'She and her team were an inspiration."

Cathedral to the car

Uber envisioned the ATG Center as a cathedral to

the industrial values-hard work, dedication, and

creativity-that are a nod to Pittsburgh's history.

This vision is reflected in the symmetrical plan,

with the showroom at the head of the "central nave,"

in some ways symbolic of an altar to the autonomous

car. Many elements in this central space, including

a granite fireplace and bleached pine stadium seating

for team assemblies, are white or light in color.

Assembly both contrasted and complemented

the bright white by warming the showroom with

colors and materials associated with Pittsburgh's

.ryZ

industrial era. Frames of worn Corten steel,

glass-and-steel walkways, and the natural grain

of native hardwoods connect with the local context.

"We wanted to bring beauty in basic, functional

elements by pairing materials in interesting ways

to create a rich experience," Cherry says. "There's

an authenticity of materials reflected in the use

of woods, leather, and steel,"

Unlike a typical technology office, the ATG

Center is for builders. The majority of the furniture

was custom-designed with Pittsburgh'based Urban

Tree and Los Angeles-based MASHstudios. Each

grouping of six workstations, extending from the

central space, is adjacent to an informal area and

two small conference rooms. Workstations feature

enough room among desks and nearby tables to

ensure that each person has an ample work surface

in virtually any direction. The immediacy of the
machine shop and workshop-visible from

workstations and next to the showroom-
demonstrates that design born from function can

take an elevated, stunning form. ln the workshop,

autonomous cars receive finishing touches after

they are engineered and tested. ln addition, the

layout pays homage to Pittsburgh's bridges,

incorporating a mezzanine-level catwalk 
I

over the nave. I

Lighting, including fixtures designed by

Bec Brittain and Michael Anastassiades, serves

A double-height space
(opposite, top left), with
meeting rooms visible on two
floors, has casual seating and

a dramatic steel wall, A granite

fireplace (opposite, top right)
and a second-floor space

adjacent to the showroom with
a larger fireplace (above) allow
for places of respite. Many
prototype elements (opposite,

middle) line a white corridor,
reminding all of the layers of
iteration. A variety of casual

meeting spaces are built
in (opposite, middle right),
and a long worktable
(opposite, bottom), in an area

referred to as the war room,

allows for open meetings or
work to be completed.
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as a bridging element through the ceiling planes.

''We took our cues from hospitality," explains

Guerrero. "We wanted to create moments in space

by playing with light levels to create moods, with

contrasts in light and dark."

Numerous spaces are crisp white, with the

light fixtures hidden to create a glow without visual

distraction. Linear spaces incorporate interspersed

downlights that evoke computer coding of dots

and dashes.

Ultimately, the ATG Center is more than

a workplace; it's a laboratory where the future
is forged. "This project is a once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity for designers," Cherry says. "We were

excited to learn more about the city of Pittsburgh

and help redefine what the future of all cities will be."

Meyhofer points to the impact that the future-

forward interiors have on the Uber employees.

"The building elevates people and makes them want

to perform at the level of the space," he says.

"This space sets the bar very high, and people get it.

They want to be here." c

Uber Advanced Technologies

Group Center

lnterlor Designer Assembly
Design Studio

Archltect of Record Strada

Cl ent Uber

Where Pittsburgh

What 8O,0OO total square

feet on two floors

Cost/sf withheld
at client's request

who Assembly project teami

Denise Cherry; Liz Guerrero;

Justin Ackerman; Sarah Dziuba;

Hilary Hanhan; David Hunter;

Alma Lopez; Jeorge Jordan.

Contractor: Continental Building

Systems. AV consultant: ITS

Corp. Lighting: Studio. Graphics:

Assembly. lVillwork: Giff in lnterior

& Fixture. Project managementl

Dunham Regroup.

what Paint: lCl/Glidden; Farrow

& Ball; Benjamin Moore;Glidden

Professional: Sheruin-Williams.

Tiler Daltile;Ceramic Vogue. Hard

f looring: Capricork. Resilient

flooringi Armstrong; The Hudson

Company. Carpeti Modulyss;

Tretford; Kasthall. Ceilings:

Armstrong; Unika Vaev;

lnternational Cellulose

Corporationi Kvadrat. Recessed

lighting: 3G Lighting; Amerilux;

Gotham; Finelite; Luminii; Klus;

New Star. Track lighting:WAC

Lighting. Pendants/chandeliers:

Design Within Reach; Michael

Anastassiades; Bec Brittain;

USAI: Eureka. Sconces: Rich

Brilliant Willing; Bec Brittain;

Apparatus; Michael

Anastassiades. Decorative

glass panels/partitions:

Acrilex. Workstations: UpLift .

Workstation/task seating:

Herman Miller. Conference

seatlng: lvlatter Made; Herman

Miller: BuzziSpace; Muuto;

lndustry West; Knoll. Lounge/

reception seating: Herman Miller;

Urban Tree; Davis; Matter N.4ade;

Andreu Wodd; Ohlo Design; Blu

Dot. Cafeteria/din ng seating:

C82; N,luuto; Simon James; Room

& Board; lndustry West; Knoll;

Tolix; MASHstudios. Other

seatingr Gus Modern; West Elm;

Danlsh Design Store; lndustry

West; One Collection. Upholstery:

Maharam; woore & Giles.

Conference: Urban Tree;

Davis; Hem; Muuto. Cafeteria/

dining: Urban Tree; Hay Training/

files/lockers: Herman lViller.

Side tablesi ABC Home; Hem;

Loehr; Arteriors: HighTower; Ohio

Design; Blu Dot; Skram; Bensen;

YLiving; Gallotti&Radice;

Uhuru. Architectural/custom

woodworking: Urban Tree.
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COMPETITION: I I DA BEST OF ASIA PAC| FtC

The lnternational lnterior Design Association (llDA), in partnership with
Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, named the winners of its fourth annual
Best of Asia Pacific Design Awards competition, which honors significant
architecture and interior design projects throughout the Asia Pacific region.
Thirteen winners were identified in 1O categories. CJ Blossom Park Research
and Discovery center in suwon, south Korea, designed by cannonDesign (this
spread), received Best of Competition recognition. "The winners seamlessly
melded form, function, and materials to create fresh, light-filled spaces that
paid homage to classic, regionally significant aesthetics,,' IIDA Executive
Vice President and CEO Cheryl Durst, Hon. FllDA, said in a statement.

The jurors were Avery Miyasato Handy,llDA, design director at Ted
Moudis Associates in New York; Angie Lee,llDA, AlA, principaland design
director of interiors at FXFowLE in New York; and Joey Shimoda, FllDA, FAIA,
chief creative officer at Shimoda Design Group in Los Angeles.

Large

Best of

IIDA
Best
of
Asia
Pacific
Design
Awards
201 6
By Krista Sykes

Projee! tJglo*om Park f,ese$eh iind OiiiorrB;r.Csntsr

CJ Blossom. PEak Eesearch and Diseoveay Cent6. con$olidatgs
thecorporat'on's phdrmaccutical, bro(echno,ogy, and
divisions into a lrorld-class 1.5-million-square"foot larility foeus*d.r

on rnnovation, interdrsciptinary cooperEtion. and health. Orawing
{ron the ciient's three-pelal blo*som logo, thede3igners positioBod
thrse cuiving gla$s {ewersairund a do*k,lighF iiled ythite atr'ix5} .

in lvhiehssweepinsstair melds inrotheopon lloori abOvc.A skytight
'wilh.diarnpnd-patterned mullion: echoeb the. wlial€ stond fldoi
below. Throughout the rnter ior of the gr ound ttoor, curved wood
walls provide warmth, $hile uniquesfEces*such as a grceh liviriE
installatron, a blue-tried water garden, and a yellow.accented mfe-
inl.odrice plsyiul rmenitics to lnc.eas* 6arpl*ye* satisfaction. . i

Urhere Sir{r.{in 56ltth t(o:3ri

Oe.signer Cannpn De*ign
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Centers

Project Times Ocean Club House

Where Guangzhou, China

Designer Kris Lin lnternational Design

Exploring the intersection between life and afr, the designers sculpted

the Times Ocean C ub House's interiors into a ser es of dynamic,

multifaceted, and energetic surfaces. A mixture of marble and heavily

gra ned woods contribute to the sense of motion. A stepped,
quasl-enclosed wood staircase extends from the lobby to the f tness
areas. The luminous pool features a ceil ng of layered wood panels

that mitate swimmers'waves. ln the basketball court,the curved
panels become the ceiling and walls, evoking the action that the
room supports. Embedded LED lights underscore these and other
distinctive moments throughout the c ub, estab ishing a lively

and exciting env ronment for ath etic pursuits.

contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2O16
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Education

The Music Library + Understage offers Hyundai cardholders

an engaging venue lor musiml performances and education, with

resources that include a curated collection of more than i0.000 vinyl

records: la its concen hall, p.actice rooms, and cale, the facility
applies street-mrsic cuiture snd industriat aesthetics that bring to
mind the counterculture of the 196os and 'l97Os. Textured and aged

materials include expos€d structural stel. distressed wood flooring,

and polished concrete. The Gensler team coliaborated with artists
JR and Vhils on photo installationsto adorn select interior walls

and a large mural to define an outdoor performance area.

Where Seoul, South Korea

Designer GerElBr
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Education

The deslgn for fEco e Van Cleef & Arpels Hong Kong, a satellite of
the Paris-based jewelry and watchmaking company, blends corporate
heritage and local inflection to create an elegant and timeless
educationa boutique. An array ofearth-toned materials gives rise

to a complex yet calming space. Referenclng an ancient Ch nese

garden, the lounge ls a place of respite: A large rug mimics a f shpond.

a long bar of raw galvanlzed steel topped with ltalian marble becomes

an abstracted boat, and bamboo screens evoke a simple teahouse.
The interiors are as carefu ly detailed as the exclusive jewelry

and timepieces that the company's craftspeople fashion.

COMPETITION: llDA BEST OFASIA PACIFIC

l.

Project UEcole Van Cleef & Arpels Hong Kong

Where Hong Kong

Des gner Ll&Co. Design

Located on the top two floors of the Mezzi Master bookstore,

a new exhibition area, lecture hall, and tearoom form a relaxing

environment that interprets the concept of a staircase: The

company's name translates to "stepping upwards." Red and white
dominate the color palette. Poised above red-painted walls and

concrete floors, acoustic panels in two shades of red embellish

the ceiling. Other panels, stacked to bench height, provide seating

options amono white triangular exhibition stands, which can be

rearranged according to the art or books on display. A wide red

staircase sweeps to the upper floor, where it morphs into a stepped
white balustrade. The top level appears luminous with its white
walls, ceiling, and terrazzo floors. Large red felt installations define

the tearoom zone, creating playful, sheltered pockets.

Designer One Plus Partnership

Where Cheung Sha, China

62 OECEMBER 2016contractdesign.com
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Project Miteor iinema

Where Guangzhou, Chim

Dsigner One Plus Partnership

The nstural phenomenon of meteor showers inspired the d€sign

of this cinema (cover of this issue). ln the lobby. "meteors'appear

as rectangular extrusions comprised of br onze- and gold-hued

aluminum plates descending from the ceiling toward the gray stone

floor. Animating the corridor leading to the cinema's four theaters

is a gold-toned projection functioning as three-dimensional signage.

lnside one theater. 'shooting stars." in the form of horizontal light
{ixtures. skrm Ihe walls. ln place ot chairs, reclinrng "beds" allow
guests to take in views ofboth the screen and the night sky effecl
devised by the theater's design.

cofiraq!



Afauxaviary eadstotheOphelia lounge,a fantastical design
conjured around the peacock's beauty and panache. Ophelia's layout
of serniprivate rooms and alcoves recalls Hong Kong s 19th-century
oprum dens and provides an escape from daily life. Every detail,

from custom artwork to arched steel doorways to jewel,toned lounge

seating, pays homage to the magnificent bird. Ornamenflng the
walls, 600,000 hand-p6inted ceramic tiles depict the peacock feather's

distinctlve eye 6nd shlmmer beneath color changing lights that
filter through laser cut, featherpatterned metal ceil ng panels.

Gilded birdcages-sma ler ones dlsplay drinks, whi e larger
versions accommodate entertainers complete thewhimsical,
sophisticated venue.
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Project Ophelia

Where Hong Kong

Des gner Ashley Sutton Design

Entertainment
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Sound waves, though typically invisible, were the motivation
behind the interior ofthe lnsun Lotte Cinema. Set against the neutral
gray tile floors and textured concrete walls, undulating oversize
"sound waves"-represented by metal tubes, spray-painted red in

deference to the color's significant cultural history in China-swoop
through the buildingt public spaces. The suspended waves wind
along the soaring lobby, grazing the ceiling and dipping toward
the floor, creating an interactive art piece. ln the corridor leading
to the theaters, a wave traces the wall and creates a seating option.
Another wave becomes a stair rail, hovering above deep-red
carpeted treads. lnside the theaters, the waves transform into
layered red-and-gray acoustic felt on the walls, complemented
by plush seats upholstered in vibrant red.
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Project Syunkato Soba

Where Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Designer Design & Creative Associates

ln the midst of bustling Ho Chi t\4inh City, Syunkato Soba serves

authentac Japanese cuisine within an oasis of quiet and comfort.

The interioa ofthis naarow tlvo-story restaurant presents a composition

of rough-hewn stone, weathered wood. rope, clay blocks, glazed tile,

and poured-in-place concrete that highlights the unique characteristics

of each material. Throughout, the palette of browns, grays, and muted

earth tones contrasts with the occasional bright touch, such as

green upholste:ed seating. On the first floor, guests are seated at

a natural-edged wood bar facirg an open kitchen, which is framed

by a hanging wood structure. Upslain. booths wlth wood partitions

offer semiprivate drning expe.rences

h*

+
.,*f
t*nI

I

-.T.-

t
I
trl.l
IE!

.. i

lt
t. ll,

I

a

l
,ti:
ll'

1l.l
lli

4r
I?

rr
l)v

j
Ij
-

t,
F

-t

n
*J

-:3.1.. F
Restaurants

at
,'t
'#.

L

,,r, 
.

;t

e

n

ilx

6tr

;.
i

I

I

I

I

JE

*
il
TI

ll

;i
ll I

ffl
$l

.,;::::::_
-:-4

I
5

3

l'

rff I

iI fI IT I

>
1



Project Vanke Pushe Villa

Where Donqguan, China

Designer Shenzhen Panshine lnterior Design Company

The design for Vanke Pushe Villa draws on its lush natural site to blur

the line between the indoors and outdoors. An open layout maximizes

slght lines within this minimalist home, giving way to mountain and

lake views beyond. Horizontal elements-like a white-stone wine bar,

suspended wood shelving, and low linear furniture emphasize the
flowing nature ofthe rooms, while screening from floor to ceillng
wooden planks and floortreatments (includ ng polished stone, mosaic

tiles, wood, and carpet) delineate different living zones. On the second

and third levels, bedrooms surround a light-filled central interior
courtyard featuring greenery and white quartzite pebbles.

Project Rou by T Ham Concept Store

Where Taipei, Taiwan

Designer WZWX Architecture Group

This concept store, occupying two stories at the base of a large

mixed-use buildlng. contains a butcher shop on the ground floor
and a multipurpose dining and event space above. The butcher shop
has separate areas for raw and cooked meat. lnspired by the curved

corners of vintage refrigerators, the destgners employed such details
as gray wood-veneered display cases, stainless-steel topped
counters. and styIzed llght fixtures that emerge from the fibrous
cement-board ceiIng Largeslabs of granite, cutto showveinsthat
read as muscle fibers and fat marbling, adorn two feat!re walls. On

the second floor, sliding wood partitions, movable tables, and flexible
seating facilitate reconfigurations to accommodate t6stings,
dinners, and other events.
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Prolect Wanda Reign Hotel Chengdu

\,'v here Chengdu, China

Desrgner Wanda HDI

With its inlaid stone floors, carved stone trim. and theatrjcal lighting

arrays. the Wanda Reign Hotel Chengdu evokes an Art Deco

sensibilrty. Painstakingly studied and produced, the oversize crystal

chandeliers cast a glow throughout the public spaces, which are

characterized by earthy shades of brown and green with jewel-toned

accents. Wail panels illustrating mountainous Chinese scenery

in relief seem cloudlike. standing in contrast to the hard delineations

of geometric tray ceilings and etched-glass screens. Surfaces of
polished veioed stone are works ofart in the eclectic gray and-white
guestrooms and baths. The property embraces the natural and

the manmade, as well as the srnuous and the rectilinear. offering

a luxurious atmosphere that exudes both tradition and modernity.

Y
F.1F,

-tT

g

q

l
t

t

h i. w\ \

\
ir
*:r Y

ri

t

lt! 1t;
ri,

a -'

II

a

-:. il
Hotels

Designer wanda HDI

The Wands Vista Resort Xishuangbanna's design incorporates

local architectural influences, regionally sourced materials, and
handcrafted elements to establish a sense ofluxury and Chinese

culture. A rich reutralpalette is throughout the reert-the reception

area features dark wood and polished black graoite,the dining hall

andgrand staircase have decorative laser-dt steel screens. and

imricate beaded-glass chandeliers that echo peacockfeathers light
the banquet hall. The guestr@ms showcase wmd components,

including patterned floors, four-poster beds,and stepped ceilings.

Amplewindffis provide naturallight and viemof the surrounding
mountainous landscape.

Hotels
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BySam Lubell

BecomesRealiry

C

Arehitecture and design firms are using virtual
reality to both communicate and develop designs
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The firm lA lnterior
Architects has used VR

in more than 30 prolects,

Guy Messick (pictured above)

is a principal and director
of design intelligence for
lA, overseeing the firmwide
implementation of VR tools.

For lA's MGA Entertainment
proiect in Los Angeles (left),

immersive VR walk-throughs
have helped the designers test
the distribution of amenities
throughout the building,
which will be complete in a

year. Here, a first-floor atrium
will be a major circulation
node and gathering area

for the company.

Not so long ago, virtual reality (VR) was a curious novelty in the

architecture and interior design professions, employed by a handful

of firms to dazzle clients at the end of a long process. But as the

technology has become more usable, accessible, and ubiquitous,

architectural VR has become something entirely different-a common

sight as a valuable tool for designing, marketing, collaborating with

clients, and more, right from the beginning. As it continues to evolve,

VR is becoming a must-have, and it's changing how architects

and designers go about prolects with their clients. The possibilities

are transformational for design practice.

Designers are communicating their work through VR and

increasingly implementing it as a design development tool. "lt used

to just give us a pretty picture," says Paul LaBrant, associate principal

at Austin, Texas-based STG Design, which employs Lumion 3-D

software with various hardware to convert its Revit models into virtual

ones. "Now, it helps us make key decisions, and it helps our clients

understand why we're doing these things."

STG is not alone. Many firms are embracing VR not only for

its cool factor but also because it is incredibly valuable. They're using

software such as lnsitevR, lrisVR, and Visual Vocal, along with Lumion

3-D to convert Revit files into virtual images; and they're working

directly in game engines, like Unreal Engine, creating virtual buildings

that users can walk, float, and zap their way through. In addition,

augmented reality, particularly Microsoft's HoloLens, is another

emerging frontier for design firms: Gensler has partnered with

Microsoft and digital-rendering company Trimble on their lr,4ixed-

Reality Pilot Program, making virtual architecture mingle with

actual physical spaces.

Keeping it real with VR

When designing a new campus for tech company National

lnstruments, STG's designers used VR to enliven the design, getting

a sense of how materials, scales, and forms would feel in the realworld.

As the project developed, the designers invited the company's director

and CFO to virtually stand in the center ofthe future courtyard.

Within two minutes, the prolect was approved.

"The biggest difference is allowing someone to really experience

what it will be like to be inside a space," says Russell Thomman, project

manager at the Austin office of Stantec, which partnered with STG on

National lnstruments. "The client finally understands what all this work

is about. We can solve their problems more effectively."

Getting clients genuinely involved with workflow immediately

makes them partners in the process, not removed outsiders, according

to Guy tr.4essick, a principal at the San Francisco office of lA lnterior
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For the design of outdoor
courtyard upgrades at
National lnstruments
headquarters (above and
opposite) in Austin, Texas,

STG Design, in conjunction
with Stantec, used VR to
show placement of new shade
structures, f urniture, gaming
areas, an outdoor grill station,
speakers, lighting, and a food
truck area.

Architects. This results in fewer mistakes and more overall happiness.

Once inside a virtual model, users-including designers, clients, and

clients' employees-intuitively understand the design and its elements,

from scale and surface to lighting and details.

lA has employed lnsiteVR software and HTC Vive hardware

on more than 30 projects in'lB months. lVessick, who has taken the
firmwide lead to initiate VR technologies, prefers lnsiteVR because

"lnsiteVR has a more developed workflow for portable solutions, which
can be critical," he says.

The technoiogy helped lA revive a steel framing system that
had been value engineered by one client, a venture capital company.

"[The client] finally understood the complex ceiling design forthe first
time the second they walked into the VR model," lr,4essick says. When

another client, a Linkedln executive, walked through a virtual dining

area for the firm's new San Francisco tower, he decided that the table
placement was too tight, leading to a change in the space planning.

VR also helps lA make the case for designs like never before.
"lt really opens doors," says lVessick. "lt's the difference between looking

at a photograph and really going to a place."

VR as a design tool

The tool has a similar effect on many designers who use VR to get

a much more realistic sense of their work before it's built. Decisions

on scaling, signage, and surfaces would have taken countless hours

before but now can happen almost instantaneously once designers

put on the goggles.

John Higgs, a principal in the Dallas office of Corgan and

founder and president of Corgan lvlediaLab, points to the firm's work
with lrisVR on three key projects:John Wayne Airport in Orange

County, California; Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport; and Corgan's own

headquarters expansion in Dallas. Higgs's team realized that the scale

was too large for portions of the Phoenix project, even though it had

seemed correct when looking at the original SketchUp model. A similar
phenomenon took place in Dallas, where designers got a chance

to experience the true scale and see parts of the building they might

never have rendered before.

An added comfort level
"lt's no longer a guessing game," says Higgs, who adds that VR makes

a difference when hours of work and millions of dollaTS aTe on the line.

"Virtual reality is giving us and our clients a comfort level we might
not have had before."

One of the most exciting aspects of VR is its untapped potential.

Often, VR's uses extend well beyond what even architects think of at

first. Ennead Architects, for instance, is finding ways to express data

with VR. Partnering with lrisVR in rendering the Shanghai Planetarium,

Ennead represented sun exposure wrth varying colors, from white

to red That way, the designers knew exactly where the light hit.

Distortion or Iimitations?

ln terms of the technology, are there issues of distortion in a VR

scenario? "The primary issue of distortion is in the difference between

your perception of the environment on screen veTSUS in a headset,"

lVessick says. "The headset experience is true to the space and

the human focus, whereas the screen view is distorted the further
away from the center you look. We do find that people do correct
this perception as they get used to it and have not had an issue."

And are there any limitations in terms of how realistic

everything-f urniture, wal I and floor surfaces, materials, textures,

and the quality of light-is rendered in 3-D? "Much of the quality of
the environment comes from Revit," N,4essick says. "But the conversion

from Revit to the immersive environment is the final process,

so we always seek better quality there, especially in lighting."

Perhaps the biggest hurdle for implementing VR is initially

convincing skeptical employees and clients to get on board. At

FXFOWLE, New York based Director of Technology Alexandra Pollock

is working on a cloud-based VR system with lnsiteVR, hoping to have

firm colleagues from various offices get inside a VR simulation at the

same time. Both Pollock and Higgs give VR presentations internally

at their firms on nearly a daily basis.

"We tell designers and clients that you're not leaving the room

until you put the headset on," says Higgs. "Then they say,'l get it."'

Really, they will get it. But first, they must put on the headset. c
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'The biggest difference is allowing someone to really
experienee what it will be like to be inside a space.
The client finally understands what all this work is
about. We can solve their problems more effectively."

-Russell Thomman, proiect manager at Stantec

t
.t

rt

aaa

\

, --:

:F::

IT F
!

a1B '1't

€i

-l

li '
if,t I

-:

rI

f
I
t-

,l

.<a
)

?

ir

t l*



BRAND REPORT 2016

Brand Report 2016
Brand awareness is critical to the success of companies that
create products for commercial interiors. Conducted by Aspen

Media & Market Research, the 2016 Contract Brand Report

Awareness Survey is an online survey asking a random sample

of Contract magazine subscribers to name their three favorite

brands in each of 32 categories.

The compiled results are presented on the fol owing pages.

A total of 212 respondents participated rn the survey. Due to the

breadth of the survey, not a I respondents answered every category.

As a quality control, they were double-screened by list identification

and self-reported occupation or company affiliation to restnct

participants to either an architectural or design function in one

of fou r types of companies: architectural f irm, desig n f irm, f irm
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Carpet MllbTsndus Centlv. Mesland Contiact Mannington
Office Herman Miller National Office FurnitureOfflce Furnlture Nucraft

Bernhardt Design Geiger Ccalesse Haworth OFS Knoll Steelcase
Peter Pepper Verstel Virco Herman MlllerSteslcase

Furniture Croup FurnitureGroup Xl Shaw Gontract Interface Mohawk
Haworth HBF Klmball Oflice National Oflice Furniture Office Furniture

Mayer Fabrica Wolf-Gordon Wllsonart Formica Nevemar
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Toto Hansgrohe Moen Delta Dornbracht Elkay Waterworks Durayit ASI
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lntorfacs Mohawk Group Mennington Commotcial Armstrong
Office Furnlture Oflice Furnlturo Herman Millcr Nemschoff

Wolf-Gordor Wilsonart Formica Nevamat Abet Laminati Plonite
HBF Coalesse Davis National Offlce Furniture Offico Furniture Knoll
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firborlte Bernhardt Design Coalesse HBF Knoll Davis Cabot Wrenn Arcadia
Knotl Herman Miller Andreu World Klmball Office HighTower Benjamin
2Ol2OSign Design lnnerfaeCornsllui lnPto Caesarstoae Cambria LG Hausys
Daltlle Crossville Stone Soure American Olean Porcelano3a Florida Tile Ann
Furniture Otflce Furniture Wallcoyerlng Innovations Mechoshade Hunter Dougles

Contract3form Maharam tnterface Teknlon Heworth Armstrong Peter Pepper
Llghting Lightollor Flos Llthonla Llghtlng Llghting PPG Focal Point Zumtobel
Shaw Contract Mohawl croup Tandu. Centiva Milliken Mannlngton Commerclal
Rockfon Huntar Douglas Ceilings Plu3 Dscou3llcs Humanacale Steelcase Hormen
Nucraft Bernhardt Dosign KimballOfflce OFS Ste€lcase Kl Hsrman Miller lzzy+
Momentum GroupGroup Carnegie Arc-Com Kravet Architex Mayer Fabrics
Milliken ForboTarkett Stcelcase Herman Miller Haworth Knoll Allsteel Teknion
Fu.niture Group Kl Kimball Office Natlonal Office Furnltu;o Offlce Furniture

[rcadia Keilhauer Cabot W]enn Herman Miller HighTower Klmball Office DIRTT

Pepper DuPont Wlbonart Casarstone Cambria LG Hausys Hl.Macs Ayonito
Porcelanosa Florida Tile Ann Sacks Pental Nemo Arizona Tlle Steelcase

Mohawk Group Mennington Commerclal

l(ohlor Amorlen Standard Toto Hansgrohs Moan Dolta Dornbracht

Hsrman Millerstoelcaso Coalesse Davls Knoll Haworth HBF Kimball Oftice Natlonal
Group Group ArchitexCF Stinson CarneglG XnollTextllG Mayer FabricsWolf-Gordo
Slyfold Teknion Hsworth Herman Mlllor Adotta Allstsl Maars

providing both architectural and design services, or corporate

architectural or design function not affiliated with an industry

manufacturing or distribution company.

Readers were asked to respond only for categories with

which they have familiarity. All responses were unaided; no brand

name prompts or lists were provided, to assure responses weTe

unbiased. The results were tabulated and reported for each

of the 32 categories as architect, designer, both, total, and other.

This survey provides a statistically valid comparison

of results for the 2015 Contract Brand Report Awareness Survey

with an overall margin of error of +/- 6.7 percent at the 95 percent

confidence level. The full universe of 2,526 responses is a contributing

factor in the overall confidence of the reported conclusions.
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carpet: broadloom
1. ShawContract

shawcontract com

2. Bentley
bentleVm s.com

3, MohawkGroup
mol.ar.rkgrou p conr

4. Atlas Carpet Mills
:l asc:rDetmr s corr

5. TandusCentiva
Iand!: cE.t v3 cam

6, Masland Contract
maslandconlract com

7. ManningtonCommercial
mannrngtonCommerCial Conl

8. lnterface
nterface com

J+J Flooring Group
jf ooflnggroup.ccm

Karastan Contract
mohawkgroup com

Milliken
mil k-.n com

carpet: modular
1. lnterface
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2. Shawcontract
shawcontract com

3. MohawkGroup
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i3ndus-ceit va corn
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m ll ken com
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9. Patcraft
patL.rafi.com

1O. Atlas Carpet Mills
at ascaTpetm scom
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casegoods
1. Geiger

qe Oe.fUrnrt!re Com

2. Steelcase

steelcase com

3. Kimball Office
krmba loffice com

4. Herman Miller
iermaf;ii lerconr

5. NationalOfficeFurniture
nat ona ofi cefurn ture com

6. Nucraft
nuci:lt com

7. Gunlocke
gunlocke.com

Knoll

knol.com

Teknion

teknion com

8. Halcon
ia coriuTn tlTe.ccnt

Tuohy

i!olr!/i!Tn tLre Corll

Office Furniture

computer support
1. Humanscale

humansca e conl

2. Steelcase

steelcase.com

3. Herman Miller
hermanm Jier.corl

4. Haworth
haworth.com

5. Knoll
knol .com

workrite
workriteergo.com

6. Allsteel
a lsteeloff ce com
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flooring
1. Shaw Contract

awcontra

2. lnterface
nlir f3aa i!nl
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education
solutions
1. Steelcase

:teelcase com

2. Kl

k ccm

3. Herman Miller
li,ormaf fi el conl

4. lzzy+
zzypLus com

Smith System

sm thsystem.com

5. Haworth
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National Office Furniture
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lounge seating
1. Bernhardt Design

b-.r -hardtdes qr.cor-

2. Coalesse

se.cor

3. HBF

rbi r

4. Knoll

5. Devis

dav sfurniture.coft

6. Arcadia
arcad acontract.c

Keilhauer

kei hauercom

I
7. Cabot Wrenn

caDotwTenn com

Herman Miller
hermafm ercom

HighTower
hig htolveraccess.com

KimballOffice
k mbal off ce conr

movable walls
1. DIRTT

d rtt net

2, Steelcase

steelcase cc rl

3. Modernfold

4. Kt

k con.

5, Nanawall

nanawall.com

6. Skyfold
skylo C.conr

Teknion
ieln 
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9. Adotta
ado::a l; ! tar
Allsteel
: lstee oli :e corl
Maars

nlaaTs ! n!['6 sccnt
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Bernhardt Design

8. Herman Miller
_r!iitaT - ?tac .
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healthcare textiles
l. Maharam

mahSram com

2. Designtex

3. Arc-Com

ATC':CN] CCM

Momentum Group

thenranrgfoJp crnl

4. Architex
arai iex- ih acm

5. CFStinson
ifs: nson:lm

6. Carnegie

7. KnollTextiles
knc texirles.coffl

Mayer Fabrics

maverfabrlcs.ccm

Wolf-Gordon

wo fgordon.com

Maharam

healthcare
furniture
1, Herman Miller

nerilanmi eacom

2. Nemschoff

3. Steelcase

steelcase.com

4. Carolina

5. wieland

6, GlobalFurnitureGroup
q obalfurn tureEroup com

KI

k.com

KimballOffice
k mbailoff ce..om

Nationsl Office Furniture
nat,onaioff icef urnit!re com

r

Nemschoff

contract
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BRAND REPORT 2016

guest and
occasional seating
1. Bernhardt Design

i:cirha cties gn lorl

2. Herman Miller

3. Steelcase

Stae,aase ai r'

4. Coalesse

aoa esse a!m
Davis

da!,sf"rr t!ie.ca.
Knoll
kno corn

5. Haworth
hawoTlh com

6. HBF

hbf.com

KimballOffice
krmba offce.conr

National Office Furniture
nat onalofficefurn ture.com

Bernhardt Design

Herman MillerDavis

laminates
1. Wilsonart

w scnatt com

2. Formica
iCrr ttrtCa L:Ont

3. Nevamar

nevantal cclll

4. Abet Laminati
abetiamlnati.com

5. Pionite
pron te.com

6. Lamin-Art
am nart com

7. Arborite
arbor te conr

86 contractdesign.com OECEMBER 2016

Knoll

i

Abet,Laminati



IN

GRIN
CHARMS
CLASSY ELEGANT, AND

FANTASTICALLY FUN,

GRIN" LOUNGE

800.482.171 7

NATIONALOFFICEFURNITURE.COMNATIONAL"

rT



BRAND REPORT 2016

occasional tables
1, Bernhardt Design

o:inhardtle: Er corl

2. HBF

3. Coalesse

t oa asse aor

4. Davis

Cavisiurniture com

National Office Furniture
nat ona off cefurn ture com

5, Knoll
knc conr

Herman Miller
hermanm etccrr

6, Andreu World

andreuror d corr
KimballOffice
k mtrallcll ce.ccnl

HighTower
fr ghtoweraccess.com

I
7

Bernhardt Design

Davis

paints and
coatings

plumbing fixtures
1. Kohler

koh er com1. Benjamin Moore

beniaminmoore.com

2. Sherwin-Williams

2. American Standard
americanstandard-us.com

Toto
totousa.com

3. PPG

ppg.com 3. Hansgrohe

hansgrohe usa.corr
4. Scuffmaster

sa!+n^:SIeT aom 4, Moen

moen.com
5. Dunn-Edwards

d:r redrrarclsrcrt 5. Delta

deltafaucet com
6. Behr

Sehr conr

Kelly-Moore Paints
ke ymoorecom

Pratt & Lambert
prattandiambert.com

Wolf-Gordon

vr'olfgordon com

6, Dornbracht
dornbracht.com

7. Elkay

e kaycom

Waterworks
waterworks com

8. Duravit
durav t Lrs

Sloan

s o3n com

88
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tile and stone .,rl.,,iiG*
l. Daltile

d: i le f,lrl

2. Crossville
crlssvrL e rc acnr

l. StoneSource
siare:a!raaa:ni

l. American Olean

anreT cano eai com

Porcelanosa

oorce anos3 usa cam €"1). Flortda I rle

5. Ann Sacks

annsacks com

7. Pental

Nemo

Arizona Tile

Fffi

training tables
1. Steelcase

steelcase.com

2. Herman Miller
:::

3. Haworth

Knoll
3 knolL.com

Versteel
/eTSteel.com

4. Kt

k ccm

5. Bernhardt Design

6. Nucraft

7. Allsteel
a stee off ce com

t
I

8. Falcon

Howe

DesignBernhardt

;

il

i

;

contract

x
I

rqi"* .rIin
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Porcelanosa
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BRAND REPORT 2016

stacking and
ganging chairs
1. Steelcase

stee c3se com

2. Kt

k com

3. Knoll

knoll.com

4. Herman Miller
hermanm efccm

5. Haworth
havr'orth ccnr

SitOnlt Seating

srtoni'i net

6. Allsteel
allsteeloffice com

Arper
arper.com

National Office Furniture
natronaloff icef urntture.com

Global Furniture Group
globalf urnituregroup.com

KI SitOnlt Seating

Herman Miller

solid surfacing signage and
systems'1. DuPont

dupont com
1. Takeform

take[orn] rel2. Wilsonart
wr sonart com 2. ASt

asr3 gnage com3. Caesarstone

CAESS TSTOT CUS,COII 3. 2/90 Sign Systems

4. Cambria

cambr ausa com

5. LGHausysHi-Macs
gh macsusa.corl

4. APCO

lnnerface

6. Avonite
avonite com

Silestone

silestoneusa com

5. 2Ol2O Sign Design

Cornelius

lnPro

Peter Pepper

7. Formica

form ca.ccrr

8. Dekton

dekton.com

Staron

starof.com

INFORMATION

,ffir- u*b--
contractdesign.com90

Peter Pepper

DECEMBER 2015
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Caesarstone Silestone
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Pull up asoat
Our modern side chairs are slim, stackable and lightweight.
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BRAND REPORT2016

wallcoverings
1. Wolf-Gordon

vro fgor don corr

2. MDC

mdcwall.com

3. Maharam

maharanr conr

4. Koroseal

koroseal.com

5. Csrnegie

carnegrefabr cs.com

6. TRI-KES

tri kes com

7. Designtex
designtex.com

8. D.L.Couch

d couch.conr

9, KnollTextiles
kno ltertiles.com

National Wallcovering

nationa wa ccver ng.com

10. lnnovations
nnovatLonsLrsa conl

Carnegie

window
treatments
1. MechoShade

mechoshade com

2. Hunter Douglas

hunrerdoug ascontract.com

3. Maharam

nra ha ra m.com

4. Levolor

evo or conl

5. Ca.negie

carnegiefabrics.com

KnollTextiles
kno textlles.com

Lutron
UtTon com

6. Designtex
designtex.com

Graber

graberb lnds.com

Kirsch
k rsch.com

SWFcontract
swfcontracLCom

KnollTextiles

92 contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2016
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Holiday Greetings! We look forward to celebrating
our SOth Anniversary with you during 2017.



IDEAS AND INFORMATION

&o.eroy'

Deslgn: Bennoti Brothers

I,&J
l-

3
UJJ
LJ,J

APGO

4+ RELAX
FEEL AI HOME
WORK IN COMFORT

Developed by creative minds;
engineered with innovative
elements; appreciated for
imaginative form.

DCTUpHTN
www.dauphin.com

csnmurs
FROTiIiD IIJAII. BAS

3Y!ll.tl u'

ROPPE
Proven. Flooring Experiences.

'1.800.537.9527 | www.roppe.com

To advertise in Contract
magazine's ldeas & lnformation
section, contact Vito Salvatore

646 668-3765
vsalvatore@contractdesi gn.com

94 contractdesign.com DECEMBER 2016

t
@

, - .{{ -_"*"

lil

ad
THE IOOK CF SEATING'

Xl
,LIJ

U),
,

,0.
Zt,,

.gi.
'(n

.(Ol'
0),,
LIJ,J
trJ
x'
{'
Itr.
.LL

Design Gallery

Web: www.dpcoslqns.conr

Email: -aaies@af c6igns. com

Phone 877-968 APCO
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Manufacturer

Aceray

Andreu Worid America

APCO Signs

Bentley

Bernhardt Furniture

Chemetal

Dauphin

Davis Furniture lndustries

Delta Faucet

Digilocke

Doug Mockett & Co.

Earthwerks

EKO Contract

GlobalShop 2017

lnspirations Awards

lntegra

lnteriors Awards

lnvision

JANUS et Cie

KimballOffice

N,4annington
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Manufacturer

N/illiken

N,4odularArtso

N,4omentum Group

National Office Furniture

Nucraft

OFS

Patcraft

Roppe Corporation

Shaw Contract

SitOnlt Seating

Takeform Architectural Graphics

Tarkett Brands

Tarkett Johnsonite

TRI KES

Universal Fibers

Varidesk

Visa Lighting

Wolf Gordon

Publisher is not liable for errors or omissions.
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explciting LED, Peek"

ISOO - 2600 delivered lumens
3000K. 3500K, 4000K

Dimmoule 0 lCV to l'r

visolighring.com
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EXHIBITION

Pierre Chareau: Modern Architecture and Design
Diller Scofldio + Renfro designed thelewish Museum's latest
exhibition to critically examine the legacy of the French designer

Chareau's furn
s a daybed
nd lighting
r vignettes

"Pierre Chareau: N,4odern Architecture and Design," a new exhibition

at the Jewish Museum in New York, examines the legacy of the

avant-garde French architect and designer Pierre Chareau (1883-

1950), renowned for his seminal work the Maison de Verre-an rconic

Paris landmark built in 1932. Delivering the first U.S. retrospective

devoted solely to Chareau, the exhibition was designed by

New York-based Diller Scofidio + Renfro (DS+R), exploiting various

forms of tech nology-including virtua I rea lity, video prolections,

and digital installations-to render an atmospheric context
for its comprehensive narrative.

Organized by guest curator Esther da Costa Meyer, "Pierre

Chareau" is partitioned into four sections, with each parcel showcasing

a distinct facet of the designer's broad scope of work, including

his streamlined furniture and lighting fixtures, his interior design

and architecture, as well as his designs for film and examples

of the artworks he collected. Rather than resorting to full period

rooms, DS+R resituates these rare works for visitors by using historical

photographs and drawings to recreate four interiors designed by

Chareau-including the salon and garden of the Maison de Verre,

an interior living room, and his own office-in virtual reality.

Vignettes of Chareau's furniture designs-boasting a curious

composition that combines decorative details with a machinelike

aesthetic-are veiled by scrims of PVC-coated polyester weave, which

serve as screens for playfully projected silhouettes of people using

the furnishings. For the exhibition's finale, DS+R conveys the voyeuristic

transparency of Chareau's benchmark lvlaison de Verre through a

clinical lens by crafting a large-scale digital reconstruction.The exhibition

is on view nowthrouqh March26,2O1l. HAyLEy ARSENAULT
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bookcase (bottom right).
A plan of the Maison de Verre

is laid out on the floor beneath

of the building (above, right).
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