








It all happened so qu ickl~·. I'd been out to lunch with somr oft he 

gu~s I work with. \\'e went lo this salad place on Ocean. As we 

headed out of the restaurant. .\I arc. our chief architect. tossed me 

a set of kf·~ s. "You dri,·e." he said. "But keep the kc~ in ~our bag. 

You won't need it.• Get read~-, I'm thinking. (Hr's got a thing for 

me. so I half-expected the alarm to go off.) I "alkcd up lo his 

car- a new Lexus- and touched the door's handlc. lt unlockrd for 

me. I pushed an ignition button. and thr car caml' lo lifr. 

Interesting. As I drow. a bit more aggrrssiH·I~· than usual. 

Marc and Alex were deep in co1wersat ion about last night's 

game. I couldn't tell you what the~· said-1 \\as in another pl;ice. 

Kot another world or anything, but another nwntal space. It 

was a rush. I'm serious, the endorphins were sprinting through 

m~· bloodstream. When we got back to the parking truclurr, 

I pulled into .\larc·s spot. I pushed the ignition button lo turn 

off the mgine and got out. The door locked" hen I touched I he 

handle. The ke~· nc,·er c,·cn left m~· bag. \\'e walkl'd back inside. 

The gu~s \\ere going on about some animation fl'.Sli,al up in 

\ cw York, and I was sti ll feeling like I had before in thr car. 

Could I bottle this mood? Could I go markrt it. quit m~ job? 

I had major things to ponder during the meetings I brrrzrd 

through that afternoon. J\larc called al si\-thirt~· to Sil~ he \\:ts 

heading home and could he ha\'e his car ke~· back. I hPsil;i ted. 

and then did something which. still lo this Jay. I don't fu ll~ 

comprehend. I told him I didn't ha,·e the key to his Lexus. and 

that, snd l~'. hr'd h<t\'C lo catch a ride home• with \ll'X. 

' '' 
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EW YORK CITY. 

The Holiday Season. 

A package marked 
"Rush Delivery" arrives at 

Annie and Mack's doorstep 

just in the nick of time. You 

see, Annie and Mack were in 

terrible trouble. Terrible! They had accepted every invitation 

to every holiday party they were invited to-and three of 

them were occurring that very same night! 

But then, by chance, Mack saw a late night TV ad for 

something named E-Z Transportation Granules. When he 

heard that E-Z Granules promised to "help you be in two 

places at once-possibly three!- or your money back;' 

Mack knew their night was saved .. . continued at holidaystory.com 

BANANA REPUBLIC 

T hi a o n e 

II I I llll Ill I I II I II 1111111111111111111111111111111 
LW89-QNN-XXLK 



----'---- ~_,:;::>---













. 
• • • 

' 



J 

oo & ty hos partnered w ith OMUS for the Holiday Season. 

Gifts guaranteed in-stock through December with complimentary shipping 

to reach your destination just in time. 

Visit roomon ~Ol11!JUn1.,01 for more gift giving ideas and to register for 

our new ?006 cotologue 
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Nothing fills a room with warm balanced light like a George Nelson Bubble Lamp. Manufactured exclusively by Modernica. 
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Enduring Beauty 
Neoporte doors are made of 100% stainless steel 
- an inherently durable, renewable and recyclable 
material. The steel construction includes a thermal 
insulating core, delivering a thermal rating that far 
exceeds Energy Star standards. The result is an 
energy-efficient door impervious to weathering, de­
composition, and structural degradation. 

Enter to win 
a Neoporte door! 
Check out www.dwellmag.com/ 
neoporte for details. 

Being Green 

As a member of the U.S. 
Green Building Council, 
the team at Neoporte 
works to further indus­
try awareness and use 
of sustainable and recy-
clable materials. They are 

also proud sponsors of two university teams in the 
2005 Solar Decathlon, a competition from the U.S. 
Department of Energy to design and build innovative 
solar-powered homes. Student and teacher teams 

from Cornell and University of Texas e· 
at Austin looked to Neoporte to sup- · ft 
ply doors that enhance the energy et- • 
ficiency of their home designs and are 
iconic examples of timeless beauty, .., i ., , ~" 

form and function. 

The Beauty of 
Sustainability: 
NEOPORTE 
MODERN DOOR 

See For Yourself 

Neoporte doesn't just preach about sustainability - they 
live it every day. To view a full range of entry systems 
that enhance and revitalize homes, businesses and any­
thing in.between, please visit www.neoporte.com. Learn 
more about the Solar Decathlon and the teams from 
Cornell University and the University of Texas at Austir:i 
at www.solardecathlon.org. 

In the Los Angeles 
area? Visit the 
Neoporte showroom. 

You may have seen 
images, but no picture 

can come close 
to the visceral reaction 

you'll have when expe­

riencing a shimmering 
full-size stainless steel 
Neoporte in person. 

Showroom located 
at 1550 18th Street, 
Santa Monica, CA 

90404. 

Attention to detail is 
Neoporte's forte. Their 

proprietary stain less 
steel security viewer 
integrates seamlessly 

with the dimple surface 
pattern seen on Rac­
erback and Fullback 
models demonstrating 

sophisticated, func­
tional design. 
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MOROSO USA Phone 800 705 6863 morosousa@moroso.it MOROSO spa via Nazionale 60 Udine, Italy I +390432 577111 - inlo@moroso.it 

3Skin design by Ron Arad. Picture taken inside PALAIS OE TOKYO, site de creation contemporaine, Paris. Art installation by Daniel Buren, August 2004. 
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Conv1v1um. kitchen from The Arcl1nea Collection Designed and coordinated by Antonio C1Ueno 
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modern furnishings for loft, apartment, home. 

a new destination from Crate and Barrel. in chicago: north and alsted [312.787.8329); llncoln and grace [773. 
linea floor mirror 299. pavilion credenza 349. peekaboo nestin tables 199. accessories 6.95 to 34.95. white nnn-i~ 
request our first catalog at cb2.com. 
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Dwellings 

Solar Inspiration 
You don't have to be an 

architect to bui ld green, 

but architects Lawrence 
Scarpa and Amanda Brooks 

set an enviable example. 

Story by Sydney LeBlanc I 
Photos by Darcy Hemley 
and Marvin Rand 

41 
Editor's Note 
It's still a big chal lenge, 

observes Allison Arieff, but 

a new influx of products, 

policies, and philosophies 

make it easier to be green. 

Green Acres 
A hundred miles south 

of Brisbane, Australia, 

a couple proves that being 

put out to pasture is not 

necessari ly a bad thing. 

Story and photos 
by Peter Hyatt 

160 
Earth-Friendly 
Furniture? 
Materials? Processes? 

Ideology? Dwell investigates 

what it really means to be 

green in the furniture 

industry today. 

137 
Sustained 
Building green is not just 

an exercise in semantics: 

Aaron Britt finds eco­

conscious terms rife with 

meaning. 

Sign of the Times 
Berkeley, California, has 

long been home to forward­

thinking, ecologically 

minded activists, and with 

Leger Wanaselja Architecture 

leading the way, even the 

buildings are catching up. 

Story by Sam Grawe I 
Photos by Randi Berez 

168 
Re: Building 
Community 
The founders of Portland, 

Oregon's innovative 

nonprofit recognize that 

one building's waste is 

another's raw material. 
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My House 
At David Hertz's California 

compound, it's hard to 

bel ieve t hat what feels like 

a luxury eco-resort in Bali 

was once two derelict lots. 

96 
Dwell Holiday Nice Modernists 
Gift Guide In Los Angeles, Materials 

Eight pages of great ideas, & Appl ications puts design 

lifting our spirits, one color- theory into open-to-the-

ful gift at a time. public practice. 

114 
Context 
Forget bui lding smart on 

earth: Susmita Mohanty 

and Barbara Imhof are 

taking design to t he final 

front ier. 

130 132 174 
Dwell Labs Dwell Home II Beaovatioa l Ol 
Four ecologically minded How much money and The agony and ecstasy of 

f ireplaces that won't set energy does substituting fly home renovations, featuring 

your conscience aflame. ash concrete for portland case studies, caveats, and 

cement rea lly save? A lot, true confessions. 

it seems. 

28 
Letters 

Off the Grid 
To build sustainably, this 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

homeowner brought his 

work home with him. 

100 
Detour 
Gallerist Martin Kudlek 

shows us that there's 

more to Cologne t han its 

cathedral. 

120 
Archive 
There's more to Edward 

Dure I I Stone than 

2 Columbus Circle. Dwe~ I 

takes a look back at t he 

architect's life and work. 

210 
Sourcing 
Where to find what you 

want in the pages of Dwell. 

4S 
In the Modern World 
In design, as in life, there 

are followers and leaders. 

We like where these 

designs, products, and 

books are taking us. 

Dwell Reports 
Unzipped! Make magazine 

editor Mark Frauenfelder 

opens up about the perfect 

laptop bags. 

112 
What We Saw 
In London, not only are the 

designs new-so are the 

designers. 

126 
Conversation 
Professor Pliny Fisk is 

happy to say that. compared 

to the '70s, his sustainable 

rhetoric is becoming down-

right mainstream. 

212 
Houses We Love 
Inspired by dance, this 

red house in Mexico is 

as playful and vibrant as 

the tango. 



Design. Create. Inspire. 

Discover the world's most inspiring windows and doors at www.loewen.com 11.800.563.9367 
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I Letters 

I run a program called the Ultimate Black Belt 
Test (www.ult imateblackbelttest.com), a master 

program in the martial arts community. A few 

months ago my team (above), consist ing of 

martial arts master teachers from all over the 
world, went to rural Alabama and bui lt a home 

for an elderly man designed by students from 

Sam Mockbee's Rural Studio. 

For me it was a dream come true, as I was 

trying to cal l Mockbee to volunteer the very same 
day I saw his obituary. Now I'm working with 

Stan Dunn from your "Apples From Asphalt" 
article ("Nice Modernist," January/February 

2005) on taking my master's team to Chicago 

and turning a vacant lot into a community 

garden. What do the martial arts have to do with 

architecture? They are both about beauty, truth, 

and awareness- t hree of the most powerful 

forms of self-defense. 
Thanks for t he inspiration and for being a 

"black belt" magazine. 

TomCallos 
Placervil le, California 

1 'm sure this isn't the type of letter you normally 
receive, but I am a little concerned about 

something. I am a recent graduate from the 

UW-Madison interior design program and have 
been a fan of your magazine for some time. My 

concern is that as an interior designer I won't 

have t he opportunity to affect our culture the 

way an architect can. I have always been to ld 
that interior designers were considered second 

tier when it comes to the design process, but I 
have never put much stock in what other people 
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say. I have always tried to believe that one can 

make of t hemselves or their profession what they 

want. I know your magazine is an architectural 

magazine, but there are always instances where 
interiors are featured, and it seems like these 

spaces could just as easily have been created by 

an interior designer. I suppose that what I am 

asking for is some object ive reassurance that 

interior designers do/can play just as important 

of a role in our culture as architects. 

Jason George 
Fairfax Station, Virginia 

Editors' Note: Readers, care to weigh in? 

I really enjoyed the photos by David Maisel 
("Living in Oblivion," September 2005) but 

the photo on page 156 is backwards. The two 
towers- known as Ocean Towers at t he corner 

of San Vicente and Ocean Avenue in Santa 

Monica- are my design and were built in 1972. 

Three blocks to the left of the backward photo 

is another condominium on Ocean cal led Park 

Plaza t hat I designed. There are two more of 

my designs farther down, fac ing Ocean Avenue. 

William Krisel 
Los Angeles, California 

I found the aerial photographs of Los Angeles 
by David Maisel to be very compelling, but 

his commentary on t he city to be supremely 

annoying. You can point to almost any vital 

city- San Francisco, Chicago, London, Moscow, 
Tokyo-and bemoan the "psychic costs," sprawl, 

and ecosystems that have been destroyed or 
rep lumbed to serve its people. At 5,000 feet, 

anyone would have a sense of "al ienation" from 

what's below- whether it's L.A. or Shangri- la. 

Today, planners extol L.A.'s urban grid for 

it s efficiency and appealing streetscapes­

something I appreciate, rather than deplore, 

every t ime I fly in. 

DJ Peterson 
Los Angeles, California 

My wife and I (and I imagine many of your 
readers) have a healthy appreciation for modern 

design, furn iture, and architecture, but we also 
love antiques and old houses, and own several 

fami ly heirlooms that we appreciate just as 

much. I wonder what a modernist (or perhaps 

postmodernist) approach to combining vintage 

and modern elements in the home would be. 
How does one tastefully and respectfu lly update 

some features of an old house to bring in a 

modern flair? Or how does one integrate old 

furn iture with modern pieces? I'd love to see 

how other fol ks have approached the same 

problem, and perhaps gain some new ideas for 

our future projects. 

David J. Welner 
Los Angeles, California 

Editors' Note: This merging of old with new is a 

keen interest of ours as well. Keep an eye out for 
our February/March 2006 issue, " Modern on the 

Inside," where we'll explore homes that do this 
seamlessly. 

I've subscribed to your magazine since you first 
started publ ishing and h;;ive become very 

interested in modern design. We have recently 

bought a house in Menlo Park, California, on a 

sloped piece CJf land and would l ike to design 

a new house on the property. How do I find out 

more information on the Dwell Homes and about 

using geothermal, solar, or other forms of green 

energy sources to incorporate into our design and 

bui ld ing process? 

Synthia Wong 
Menlo Park, Californa 

Editors' Note: We hope the homes in this issue 
offer some guidance . . . also, take a look at 

www.thedwellhomesbyempyrean.com. 

I have been interested in your coverage of new 
prefab technologies. Any suggestions for whom 

to contact about constructing a prefab studio/ 

guesthouse? 

Susan Filllon 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Editors' Note: There are lots of great options to 
explore: www.rocioromero.com, www.metroshed. 

com, www.modulardwellings.com, www. 
moderncabana.com, and www.modern-shed. 
com. Good luck! 

Thanks for the great piece on realtors who 
choose modernism ("Realtors Who Choose 

Modernism over McMansions," September 

2005). However, as a rea l estate broker in Aust in, 

Texas, I was disappointed t hat you didn't include 

our mod city. Mid-century and modern homes 

are alive and well in the capital of Texas. Take, 

for example, the homes designed by the late 
A. D. Stenger. He was Austin's answer to Eichler 

when it came to modern ranch-style homes. His 

innovative designs changed the face of Austin 
architecture i11the 1950s. His unique style of 

sloping roofs, clerestory windows, and prominent 
stone fireplaces created living spaces like no 

other at t hat time. I'm fortunate enough to call 
one home. Keep us in mind next t ime. 

Drew Marye 
Austin, Texas .,. 
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Samsung is making OLP~ HDTV an even more 

unforgettable experience for the eyes and ears. 

The other senses are up to you. 



I Letters 

The story on realtors who specialize in modern 

homes was very useful. Do you know of anyone 

who specializes in modern houses in Austin, 

Texas? 

Catherine Ross 
Austin, Texas 

Editors' Note: Catherine, meet Drew. Drew, meet 

Catherine! 

I am nearly surrounded by McMansions here in 

Washington, D.C., and am looking to buy 

something interesting with in my pitiful price 

range. It'l l probably be a condo, but when I saw 

your art icle on modern rea l estate agents I 

thought, Great! However, Washington, D.C., did 

not make the l ist. Does such a real estate agent 

exist for t he D.C. area? 

Lisa Blonder 
Washington, D.C. 

Editors' Note: Take a look at www.hollinhills.com 

and contact Sandi Poole, who should be able to 

help you out. Good luck! 

I eagerly read " Realtors Who Choose Modernism 

over McMansions," but I noticed there was no 

mention of the Washington, D.C., region. I'd love 

to read about any modern neighborhoods you 

have found in the area. Growing up there, I noted 

the popularity of Colonials and split-levels in 

suburban Virginia and Maryland, and of course 

the Victorian town houses in D.C. The desire for 

less homogeneity brought me to Los Angeles, 
where the combinations of architectural styles 

found in a c ity block are endless . 

Tisa Habas 
Los Angeles, California 

Editors' Note: Tisa, we hope you saw our 

October/November 2005 issue featuring the 

Hollin Hills neighborhood in Alexandria, Virginia 

("Community of Vision"). 

I just bought my first issue of Dwell, in part 

because of the intriguing cover photo of the 

Rucksack Haus ("Suspended Habitat ion," 

September 2005). However, after reading t he 

article I felt compelled to write. 

What concerns me about this particular 

structure is the lack of consideration for 

community. Yes, this fellow wanted to expand 

his own personal space, but at the expense of his 

neighbors. If I lived next to, above, below, or 

across from his apartment, t he view out my 

window would be dominated by t his big black 

box. Moreover, were I beneath him or even to the 

side of him, the natural l ight into my own 

apartment would be significantly diminished. 
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The Rucksack Haus design, whi le innovat ive, 

is only appropriate in settings where there is 

sufficient area around it so as not to impact 

ot hers and their right to the enjoyment of their 

own dwellings. In a crowded c ity neighborhood it 

may be tempting and seem clever to push out 

your own limited space, but to do so in this way 

encroaches on everyone else's limited space. 

Victoria Mason 
Seattle, Washington 

Just what every city needs: an architectural 

cliche tacked onto an otherwise lovely brick loft 

bui lding ("Suspended Habitation," September 

2005). Thankfu l ly, this idiotic construction is not 

part of t he streetscape but hidden away in a rear 

yard, where bad student projects and junked cars 

belong. 

Benjamin Cherner 
New York, New York 

I am generally thrilled with your photographs of 

clean, crisp modern interiors. But I often have a 

nagging complaint. If one does not l ive on a huge 

lot, sheltered from the onslaughts of urban life, 

window coverings are required. So what is 

available for someone who wants to maintain a 

minimalist look while achieving privacy and sun 

control? I'd appreciate knowing if there are 

window-covering designers in the San Francisco 

Bay Area who address this problem successfully. 

Elizabeth Crews 
Berkeley, California 

Editors' Note: Check out our March 2005 issue, 

in which we dedicated our "Dwell Reports" 

section to window coverings. To order back 

issues, please call (877) 939-3553. 

My husband and I recently sold our home in the 

suburbs and moved to an apartment in downtown 

Salem, Oregon. After combing a one-mile radius 

of downtown, we found a lot on a lovely street of 

older homes within walk ing distance of down­

town. It has two small, square, vintage i94os 

cottages at the back of t he lot. We want to 
combine the cottages into one home. We don't 

want to transform them into a McMansion. 

I've been unable to find examples of this being 

done. Do you have any idea where I could see 

how others have approached a project like t his? 

We are hiring an architect, but I want to have 

some ideas in my head before going into this. 

Lorraine Milan 
Salem, Oregon 

Editors' Note: Our January/February 2006 issue, 

"Modern on the Inside," should have some good 

ideas for you. You may a/so want to take a look ~ 
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Counter 
Evolution 
The Griddler'M by Cuisinart™ 

offers four cooking options in 

one smart kitchen innovation. 

Imagine a contact grill, panini 

press, open grill and griddle - all in 

a small space. The Griddler™ is flexible enough 

to cook your way, smart enough to take grease off 

the menu, and talented enough to create perfect panini, 

sizzling steaks, good ol' grilled cheese and much 

more. Make room for a counter evolution 

with The Griddler'" by Cuisinart:" 

Cuisinart· 
SAVOR THE GOOD LIFE. 

·www.<:uisinart.com 
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at the recently published book Cottage, by 

M. Caren Connolly and Louis Wasserman 

(Taunton Press, 2005). 

I had decided to drop my subscription to Dwell 

since I was not at all interested in the huge, 

expensive homes you had been featuring. Then 

came the September 2005 issue w it h a couple 

of modern homes designed for the average 

homeowner. So I reupped. Please give us more 

solutions for the masses. 

Mary Berger 
Walnut Creek, California 

I have just finished devouring my first-ever issue 

of Dwell (September 2005). Well done. 

Soon, my husband and I wi ll embark on 

building/refurbishing a new (to us) home. I have 

been tearing random ads and pictures from 

various magazines for over a year in preparation. 

Quite honestly, Dwell is too f ull of excel lent 

ideas, and I am therefore compellled to keep the 

entire mag for reference. 

I feel that this issue contained a good balance 

of content. I would like to see more moderately 

priced items (as they fit within the scope of the 

mag), although I do note the references to I KEA 

and Home Depot. I would also like to hear some 

of the pros and cons of the less traditional 

bui lding materials and surfaces. And, generally 

speaking, don't be afraid to get a little techni­

cal- based on some of the letters, your reader­

ship is an intel ligent group. 

Sarah Ferrari 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Regarding "Developer Does Dallas" (September 

2005), could you explain to me how t he 

architects "urban ideal" makes these houses 

"good neighbors"? Al l I see along the street edge 

are blank garage doors and opaque fences. This 

is just another example of an architect/developer 

team giving t he street the finger. Please include 

in your magazine some dialogue and sympathy 

regard ing houses and buildings' relationship to 

the street, and be critical of projects that do not 

make "good neighbors." By the way, the interiors 

of the houses are quite nice. 

James Roland 
Santa Ana, California 

I see that the 2,000-square-foot Dwell Home II 
("Getting Tanked," September 2005) is 

projected to have $500,000 of construction 

costs. I'd appreciate a more in-depth discussion 

of this aspect. 

First: How does $250 per square foot compare 

to other homes being built in Topanga Canyon? 

I understand that costs in L.A. are higher than 

where I live, but $250 a square foot sounds high­

end. Second: What does the $500,000 price tag 

inc lude/exclude? Land cost is mentioned as 

excluded. What about the site improvements, 

the testing that is mentioned, architectural and 

engineering fees, etc.? Third: How is the cost 

allocated? How much is going into the septic 

system, for instance? How much to site work and 

foundation, to materials, to plumbing, HVAC 

and electrical? 

Guy Rollins 
Wimberly, Texas 

Editors' Note: We will provide an ongoing 

analysis of the costs, processes, obstacles, etc. 

of the Dwell Home II, although, of course, we 

will not have the final costs in hand till the 

project is completed. The $soo,ooo cost, as you 

noted, is exclusive of land costs. A rundown of 

other fees will be outlined in coming issues. 

Every issue I notice more and more bossiness 

in the letters t hat people write to you. The 

September 2005 issue seems to be an all-time 

worst. You guys are doing something wonderful. 

Please don't let the letter writers cause you to 

doubt yourself in any way, shape, or form. 

J. Haley 
New York, New York 

Your article about South Korea ("Magical 

Micropolis," April/May 2005) came at a wonder­

fu l t ime for me and my travel partners-in July 

we spent a week there. On our way back from the 

DMZ, we stopped by the Heyri artist community. 

We ate lunch at the Ma Sook Hyun Restaurant 

and Gallery, where the staff was so charming. 

South Korea is a beautiful country-from Jejoo 

Island, in the south, to the beautiful ancient 

Buddhist temples on the east coast. I highly 

recommend people take a trip to South Korea; 

they won't be disappointed. 

Paxton Quigley 
Beverly Hi lls, Callifornia 

With regards to "Modern Across America in 

Print" ("In the Modern World," October/ 

November 2005), you state, "As her monograph 

makes c lear, Ju lie Snow, working out of 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, is indebted to a Case 

Study aesthetic ... Further north, in Halifax, 

Nova Scotia, the shingled exteriors of Brian 

Mackay-Lyons' work speak to the vernacular style 

of coastal farmhouses." 

For what it's worth, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

is actual ly north of Halifax, Nova Scotia-the 

former located at 45 degrees north latitude, 

while the latter is at 44.9 degrees north. 

Paul Uusitalo 
Brooklyn, New York 

In response to "Modernist Destiny" (October/ 

November 2005), I hope you haven't deliberately 

excluded Wyoming from your search for "nice" 

modernism. We have fewer people per square 

mile than any other state and therefore fewer 

buildings and therefore fewer examples of 

responsible modernism. But I'm happy to let 

you know it's here. May we have a pin please? 

Eric Logan 
Jackson, Wyoming • 



Dear Ketel One Drinker 
Ketel One makes the perfect gift 
for au your friends and relatives 
this holiday season 
(especially the ones you're 
likely to be visiting). 



I Letters 

I was flipping through the pages of the October/ 

November 2005 issue and noticed something 

that confirmed my worst fears- my home state 

of South Carolina is pin less on the "nice modern­

ist" map. 

Admittedly, the Palmetto State has not 

historically been at t he forefront of progressive 

thought, and we have, as a resu It, been lagging 

a bit behind. But we are changing all t hat here 

in Columbia, the capital c ity and hub of the 

emerging Riverbanks Region. We are experienc­

ing an unprecedented urban renaissance and 

I'm hopeful that a surge in modern residential 

architecture is on the horizon. Thanks for al l t he 

inspiration, and be sure to have plenty of pins 

ready for South Carolina next time. 

Brian Linder 
Columbia, South Carolina 

Thanks for the picture of the Dwell staff 

(October/November 2005). As a subscriber and a 

working designer, I was surprised by this photo 

of a generic-looking group of people, al l dressed 

about t he same, all predominate ly sl im, and 

about the same age group with few exceptions. 

Very surprising for a magazine that attempts to 

deliver trendy, cutting-edge design. I would have 

rather seen a frumpy bunch of artsy fartsies than 

one t hat looks like they all shop at Banana 

Republ ic. Obviously you can't judge a book by 

its cover (or staff in this case)! 

Marina Dimakopoulos 
via emai l 

Corrections 

In our mention of the exhibition "Whimsical 

Works: The Playful Designs of Charles and Ray 

Eames" (September 2005), we nieglected to 

mention that the accompanying images were 

©2005 Eames Office LLC (www.eamesoffice. 

com). We regret the omission. 
In "What We Saw at ICFF" (September 2005), 

we misidentified the name of John Houshmand's 

table. The correct reference is Noo015 Spalted 

Maple with Steel Legs. Additional info at www. 

JohnHoushmand.com. 

In our review of INDEX: 2005 ("In the Modern 

World," October/November 2005) we stated that 
t he Dutch created the INDEX award when in fact 

it was the Danish. 
We regret the errors. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 

99 Osgood Place 

San Francisco, California 94133 

letters@dwel I mag.com 
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Contributors 

lain Aitch ("What We Saw," p. 112), our contrib­

uting editor in London, went in search of future 

design stars at London's New Designers show. 

He was displaying his English sense of good 

manners by complimenting one designer on her 

snazzy contact lenses, only to find out that her 

stunning pupils were actually the result of a rare 

ocular condition. 

Sydney LeBlanc ("Sustainability in Stages," 

p. 69, and "Solar Inspiration," p. 138) is a 

New York City writer who seeks out visit-worthy 

buildings for her book series, The Architecture 
Traveler. For this issue, she checked out two 

solar-powered houses in Venice, California, and 

happily reports that the future of sustainable 

cutting-edge architecture has arrived. 

Randi Berez ("Sign of the Times," p. 154) was Ture Lillegraven ("The Exhibitionists," p. 96) 

a student at U.C. Berkeley and welcomed the photographed Jenna Didier and Oliver Hess of 

opportunity to go back and visit her old neighbor- Materials & Applications in Los Angeles. "When I 

hood for the Dwight Way photo shoot. Much has received the call to shoot this assignment, it was 

changed! Not, however, Berkeley's commitment meant to be. The day before I'd pointed out the 

to sustainability. 

David Griffin ("Everybody Must Get Stone," 

p. 120) is a freelance writer who grew up 20 min­

utes away from the A. Conger Goodyear House in 

Old Westbury, New York. His previous writing on 

architect Edward Durell Stone includes a piece 

on Two Columbus Circle for the National Trust's 

Preservation website. 

Chris Hammer ("Long-Term Investments," 

p. 132) is principal of Sustainable Design 
Resources (www.greenclips.com/SDR) and the 

publisher of Green Clips (www.greenclips.com). 

She's been a practicing environmentalist since 

childhood (just ask her mother), but her first 

residential project was the EarthWays Home in 

St. Louis. Since then her consulting has evolved 
to thinking about environmental impacts of each 

phase of a building material's life, exactly the 

focus of this article. 

Chad Holder ("Steel and Magnolias," p. 80) had 
a blast during his shoot in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

"We were followed around by five-year-old Gary, 

who took pictures of us as we took pictures of 

him and his home," says Holder. "Gary made it 

a point to inspect every Polaroid shot and didn't 

hesitate to let me know if it was a bad shot. He 

was the toughest art director I have ever had." 

Peter Hyatt ("Green Acres," p. 148) is a 

Melbourne-based writer and photographer who 

specializes in architecture. He is the author of 

numerous books, including Great Glass BuiJdings 
and Local Heroes Architecture of Australia's 
Sunshine Coast. His visit to the Myocum House 

in the Byron Bay hinterland was an adventure of 

planes, trains, and horseback riding. 

strange gold vortex on Didier and Hess's lawn to 

a friend whi le driving by. Wondering what it was, 

we came up with several possibi lities-none of 

which were true, but all quite amusing." 

Sam Martin ("Eco-noclast," p. i26) is a free­

lance writer based in Austin, Texas. He was 

quite at ease shooting the breeze with Pliny 

Fisk after having recently completed his fifth 

book, the upcoming biography Green Masters: 

Pliny Fisk /JI , due out spring 2006 from Ecotone 

Publishing. 

Chris Rubin ("The Exhibitionists," p. 96), a 

second-generation Angeleno, grew up in West 

Hollywood in a modernist home. Today, he lives 

in Silver Lake, not far from his subjects for this 

issue, where he writes about design, lifestyle, 
and culture for publications including Wallpaper, 

Departures, and the Los Angeles Times. 

Chloe Veltman ("Shall We Dance?," p. 212) is a 

British writer based in San Francisco. Veltman 

was inspired to take up ballroom-dancing lessons 

after visiting the Frank Gehry and Vlado Milunic­

designed Tancici Oum in Prague. Having written 

about Michael Rojkind's ballet-themed house 

in Mexico City for Dwell, she is now planning to 

supplement her ballgown collection with a tutu 

or two. 

Andrew Yang ("Steel and Magnolias," p. 80) is a 

New York-based design journalist currently work­

ing on his first book for Phaidon Press. Visiting 

the McMurtrie family at their home in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, he discovered that with its concrete 

floors and exposed beams, their house was one 

of the most urbane in the suburban town. "It was 

just like a New York loft, but with a beautif ul 
lawn, a basement, and a backyard," he says. 
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Le Corbusier sofa 

Zen cottee table 

Ferrari Chair Lyra Bombo 

Thai bed 'Mth hidden storage, cantilevered night stands and a built In light 

Plasma T.V. stand Milano cottee 1able Ultra granite table Le CO<busie< pony skin lounge 

Mies chair Philippe Starck chair Verona granite tabfe Milan Onda Modern Tibetan rugs 20th century lounge Barrel chair 
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''This is Paul Frank too.'' 
* 
* paul frank says: 
* 
* "the whole reason for 

* 
naming it paul frank 

* 
industries was because 

i wanted to be able 
* to make anything!" 

* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

some people have been having a hard time locking down exactly 
what paul frank is. maybe because the wide range of quality 
products designed by paul frank industries don't easily 
pigeonhole us into a certain demographic 

or marketing scheme. so i'll just keep 'I 
and let you decide where to{i fj,f7 •unau 

* * 

making unique things i am pr~ud~o sma 
put it. thanks. / J 1 .-by poul frank 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * paul frank is your friend: L./ www.paulfrank.com 
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Did you know that a plasm a TV uses more energy 
than your refrigerator, roughly 500 kilowatts per year? 
Neither did I. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency's 

Energy Star program, most of us believe that only cars 
and industry contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, but 
the fact is that in lighting, heating, cooling, entertaining, 
and feeding itself, the average U.S. household is responsi­
ble for twice the greenhouse gas emissions as the average 
car (2 2,000 lbs. vs. r 1,500 lbs.). For all the bickering about 
SUVs, it seems that energy-efficiency begins not on the 
road but at home. 

The sustainable homes that Dwell presents each issue 
in our regular Off the Grid section- those that feature 
ph otovoltaic panels, graywater tanks, etc.-are not an 
option for the majority of us, who live in existing apart· 
ments and houses, or even those of us who plan to 
build from the ground up and discover that many major 
home-building companies believe that sustainable 
architecture is not a concern to most of their customers. 
So what can the average person do to be eco·friendly? 

I Story by Al I ison Arieff I Editor's Note 

This goal often feels like an insurmountable challenge. 
How can we each act without being hit with that nagging 
feeling that our individual efforts are without impact? 
I couldn't begin to claim to have all the answers, but I 

am encouraged by the increasing number of firms, 
companies, agencies, and individuals offering proactive 
suggestions and actions that we can all implement in 
our everyday lives. 

The aforementioned Energy Star program suggests 
five ways to make your home more energy-efficient, 
including switching to energy-efficient lighting and 
buying efficient products that meet or exceed the govern­
ment's Energy Star qualifications. More tips can be found 
at www.epa.gov. (Many TV manufacturers, by the way, 
are aiming to reduce power use in their newer models, 
by as much as 25 percent in 2006.) 

Other changes that we can all make in our daily lives 
include our choices of cleaning products. The interior 
designer Clodagh provides her clients with "Clodagh's 
Cleaning Bible" (www.clodagh.com), which recommends 
appropriate, nontoxic materials and products for specific 
architectural elements as well as products for more gen­
eral house-cleaning needs. And The Green Guide (www. 
thegreenguide.com), a ten-year-old grassroots newsletter, 
provides information on a comprehensive array of topics, 
such as how to make smart choices about what we eat, 
how we travel, and how we furnish our homes. 

Cities are also adopting standards for themselves and 
their residents. The City of Santa Monica, for example, 
just put out a Green Building Guide (www.globalgreen. 
org/gbrc), which includes measures to make your home 
healthier and more environmentally sound. And in 
Portland, Oregon, arguably America's greenest city, a 
nonprofit like the ReBuilding Center (seep. 168) has cre­
ated a simple solution to the huge problem of building 
construction and demolition waste by recognizing that 
one person's trash is another's treasure. 

This issue and the resources in it only scratch the 
surface of what's out there, but I hope they inspire you 
as they have us. I'd love to hear from you about more 
ideas for making green the new black. • 

ALLISON ARIEFF, EDITOR· IN-CHIEF 

allison@dwellmag.com 
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=>RQGRESS REMA lN STA Tl ON ARY. 

In tro ducing t he all-new 2006 Lincoln Zephyr. 

Corner right. Accelerate. Corner left. Repeat. Lincoln Zephyr. 
With a sport-tuned suspension and class-exclusive six-speed automatic transmissaon.* 

Standing still is not a n option. 

LIN CO L N 

Reach Higher 

lincol n.com 



gather around great design 
Portica's stainless steel design mixes perfectly with any d ining chair and can be topped 

with one of 15 materials to reflect your personal style. Portica is just one of the dining 

tables we offer at our lowest prices every day. in stock and ready for delivery. 

Portica table with frosted glass top $ 8 4 9 

Chicago Denver Minneapolis New York San Francisco South Coast Plaza Village roomandboard.com [ 800.486.6554 
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Goethe once said, "Colors are the deeds and sufferings 
oflight"-an apt description of this exhibit, which pairs 
the aesthetic forces of shape and color in their most per­
sonal expression: fashion. The show was organized by the 
Kyoto Costume Institute (KCT), and Cooper-Hewitt will 
be the first to display it outside of Japan. 

Featuring more than 60 contemporary and historic 
ensembles culled from KCl's collection of over 11,000 

Western-style dresses dating from the 18th century to the 
present, "Fashion in Colors" is organized according to six 
color schemes: black, multicolor, blue, red, yellow, and 
white. The anachronistic pairing of costumes highlights 
the structure and design of each piece, as well as the 
changing significance of color. 

For instance, black, once reserved for mourning, is 
now a standard of chic, while blue, once available only 
to nobility due to its complex production process, has 
been democratized through indigo and synthetic aniline 
dye processes. The Red and Yellow sections will examine 
the relationship between color and trade; as dyes have 
been valuable trade goods and exploration often yielded 
new colors and dyeing techniques. 

Contemporary designers like Vivienne Westwood 
(right) and Vik tor & Rolf (below), along with other 
reputable designers like Elsa Schiaparelli, Emilio Pucci, 
and Balenciaga, will pepper each space with experimental 
couture creations, hanging alongside costumes dating 
back to the 17th century. 

Assouline will publish an accompanying full-color 
catalogue, which will include an extensive collection of 
interdisciplinary scholarship on the historical impor­
tance and influence of color, with essays by Akiko Fukai, 
Claude Levi-Strauss, and Claude Imbert, among others. 
www.cooperhewitt.org 

Fashion in Colors I 9 Dec-26 Mar I Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum I 
New York, NY I From the iconoclastic designs of Junya Watanabe/Comme 
des Garc;ons to the bombastic bustles of 19th-century dress, fashion's color­
fu I and storied history is explored in th is exhibit ion . 

Jacket and skirt I By Vivienne Westwood 
" Harlequin" jacket and pants I 
By Viktor & Rolf 
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Lebbeus Woods: System Wien I Edited by 

Peter Noever I MAK/Hatje Canti I $70 

Lebbeus Woods has become a master of 

re-engineering entire cities without moving 

a single brick. This time he takes on his 

hometown of Vienna, and the city will never 

be the same- at least in this book. 

www.stoutbooks.com 

Sofa Moritz I By Ralf Pfeiffer and Felix 

Nibbes for Gut Und Schtin 

St. Moritz, Switzerland's ritziest retreat, 

boasts a ratio of 5, 700 hotel beds to its 

5,600 permanent residents. Sofa Moritz, 

a new divan from Berlin, boasts a ratio 

of two adjustable arm/back rests to one six­

foot-eight-inch seating surface. In both 

cases, you are guaranteed commodious 

accommodations. www.gutundschoen.com 
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Andy Warhol/Supernova: Stars, Deaths, and Disasters, 1962- 1964 I 
13 Nov- 26 Feb I Walker Art Center I Minneapolis, MN 
Warhol, to whom we owe the phrase "r 5 minutes of fame," also 
predicted our nation's current obsession with celebrity and tragedy. 
These works, culled from the prolific two-year period after the 
artist shifted from painting to silkscreen, feature iconic celebrity 
images juxtaposed with various "disasters'' Warhol plucked from 
his exhaustive personal collection of images. www.walkerart.org 



FINANCIAL SERVICES 

TEACHERS SHOULD NEVER 

FAIL AT RETIREMENT. 
That just wouldn't be right. Teachers are an exceptional bunch who affect us 

in ways that impact our entire lives. It seems only right we try to impact theirs. 

That is precisely why we exist. For over 85 years, TIAA-CREF has been providing 

long-term financial solutions specifically {;reated for people in the academic, 

medical, cultural and research fields. People like teachers, coaches, deans, 

administrators and others within academia and beyond who serve the greater 

good. As a $340 billion financial services group with a lengthy nonprofit heritage, 

our mission is squarely focused on helping teachers and others avoid learning 

financial lessons the hard way. For all the things they teach us about life, we'd 

like to teach them a few things about life after class. A life we cafl, retirement. 

Find out how we can serve your retirement at tiaa-cref.org/ greatergood. 
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I in the Modern World 

Becoming Wall/Becoming Chair I By Coggan 

+Crawford Architecture and Design 

Originally designed for an exhibit ion of con­

cept chairs, Becoming Wall/Becoming Chair 

has become both in the Coggan + Crawford 

offices in Brooklyn. The maple plywood-and­

solid poplar bench, originally conceived for 

a yoga studio, was inspired by asanas. The 

result is a balanced fluid installation that you 

just might want to have installed in your own 

home. www.coggancrawford.com 
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Bow lamp I By Octate 

For those who dream of trotting in tunics and storming 
castles by catapult, this lamp might conjure a medieval 
reverie. Named for its gentle curve, the Bow lamp is fash­
ioned from walnut or maple-veneer multi-ply. The bow 
is created only when the fixture is fastened to the wall; 
the tension causes the thin layer of multi-ply (about as 
thick as card stock) to bow. The result, which is slightly 
unexpected, is the obvious choice for hunkering down, 
late at night, with a copy of The Adventures of Robin Hood. 
www.octate.com 

Eero Saarinen I By Jayne Merkel I 
Phaidon I $75 

Saarinen once said, "The only architecture 

that interests me is architecture as fine 

art. That is what I want to pursue. I hope 

that some of my buildings will have lasting 

truths." As Ms. Merkel argues here, most 

do. This 233-page monograph is filled with 

illustrations, drawings, and documentary 

photographs of the architect at work and, 

of course, his bui ldings. www.phaidon.com 
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Watch TV for hours. 
Then turn it on. 

So much pleasure 1s gained from viewing the aluminum framed plasma screen and matching sound system that its 
beauty almost renders the 'on' button irrelevant It makes watching TV as enjoyable as watching what's on 1t 
Find your nearest Bang & Olufsen store at www.bang-olufsen.com or call 800 531 9873. 

The all·powerful BeoVision 5 & Beolab 5 

BANG &OLUFSEN gc5 
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Atlanta Symphony Center I Slated to open in 2008 

With a number of high-profile structures under way, when does 
Santiago Calatrava rest? He's mitigated his visionary burden with 
this commission by working closely with acoustician Kirkegaard 
Associates, Inc. and theater consultants Auerbach Pollock 
Friedlander- ensuring that the "most modem symphony hall" will 
sound as good as it looks. www.atlantasymphonycenter.org 

Sierra Club glassware and dinnerware I 
By Parsons School of Design 

When people think Sierra Club, they think 

environmentalism and copious mailings. But 

with their collaboration with Parsons School 

of Design, Sierra Club will be synonymous 

with stylish dinnerware. Two teams of under­

graduate design students designed the 

series which will be available for purchase 

in 2006. productdesign.parsons.edu 
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The Green House: New Directions for 

Sustainable Architecture I By Alanna 

Stang and Christopher Hawthorne I 
Princeton Architectural Press I $45 

This thoughtful and surprisingly entertaining 

book by a former editor of 1.0. magazine and 

the current Los Angeles Times architecture 

critic showcases the world's most stunning 

green houses. www.papress.com 

Beam Collection I By Michael P. Lamont and Scott McNeil I for Shimna 
Yes, a couch needs to be comfortable, but it should also make a statement. 
With Shimna's new chiseled chaises and daybeds made of solid pieces 
of Douglas fir, ash, oak, walnut, or cherry wood, you should be able to make 
a lou proclamation indeed. www.shimna.net 
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Big in Japan? I The tenets of Western modernism-" less is more" and 

"form follows function"-can just as easily be applied to centuries of 

Japanese architecture. Four new books explore the unique nature of the 

contemporary Japanese home. 

Clockwise from top left: 

Building the Japanese House Today I 

By Peggy Rao and Len Brackett I Harry N. 

Abrams I $40 I www.abramsbooks.com 

Japan Houses I By Marcia lwatate and Geeta 

K. Mehta I Tuttle Publishing I $50 I 
www.tuttlepubl ishing.com 

Modern Japanese House I By Naomi Pollock I 
Phaidon I $751 www.phaidon.com 

FOBA Buildings / By Katsu Umebayashi, 

Thomas Daniell , and Michael Webb I 
Princeton Architectural Press I $40 I 

www.papress.com 
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Although there is a tendency to think of the United States as a 
country in the process of continually scraping away at its history 
through new construction, this is exponentially truer of Japan. 
There, due in part to continually evolving earthquake codes, the 
average life span of a building is a mere 2 s years. The architect­
ural landscape is a metamorphosing patchwork of small, tightly 
packed lots. 

This context often yields surprising results. Yoko Inoue's House 
for a Vegetable Seller, featured in Modern Japanese House, is a six-story 
pillar of a home, scarcely wider than a common bedroom, sand­
wiched between two drab existing structures. Moving away from 
the dense Qrban environment, the homes in Japan Houses represent 
an upper echelon of residences-largely unrestrained by budget 
or spatial limitations. Not so for the buildings created by Katsu 
Umebayashi's firm, FOBA-each is an endemic response to client 
and siting. FOBA Buildings traces the firm's il:en-year history. Building 
the Japanese House Today combines a how-to approach with anec­
dotes from Len Brackett's decades of experience at the intersection 
of Japanese and American building conventions. The book thought­
fully explores a culture of building in which even the smallest 
joinery detail is revered-and features lovely photos by our own 
Aya Brackett to boot. 
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I in the Modern World 

Dada / 19 Feb-14 May I National Gallery 

of Art I Washington, DC 

Dada, the name of a post-World War I avant­

garde movement, means "yes, yes" in 

Romanian, "rocking horse" in French, and 

a "sign of foolish naivete" in German. 

Somehow these various meanings merge into 

an apt appel lation that encompasses the 

movement's international scope and general 

irreverence. Dada enjoys its first major U.S. 

exhibition this year. www.nga.gov 
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Modular bookshelf I By Weidmann 

They say opposites attract. Last year, old-school fiber manufacturer 
Weidmann teamed up with Erika Hanson and Emiliano Godoy to 
launch the environmentally friendly material Maplex, made solely 
from wood fibers. If the modular bookshelf is any indication, this is 
indeed a match made in heaven. www.weidmann-creative.com 

Saturnia lamp I By Oskar Cerezo for 

Luzifer Lamps 

Floating overhead and lighting up the night 

sky, the Saturnia lamp has a way of working 

itself into your subconscious much like the 

Marfa Lights. But unlike those unidentified 

f lying objects that are probably j ust planes, 

the Saturnia leaves you with a feeling of 

calm. Its warm light has livened up homes 

and businesses all across Spain, and now 

we' re hoping for many American sightings. 

www.luziferlamps.com 
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I in the Modern World 

The Rafael Vifioly- designed Nasher Museum of Art at 
Duke University will serve as a major arts center to the 
Raleigh-Durham community. The 65,000-square-foot 
facility includes three large gallery spaces, a 173-seat 
auditorium, and other amenities. 

The Seattle Art Museum opted for a more economically 
conservative expansion plan that will work in conjunc­
tion with a 42-story high-rise office tower for Washington 
Mutual The tower will be occupied by the museum in 
phases over the next 20 years and will add an additional 
300,000 square feet of new gallery and public space to the 
150,000 square feet of the existing museum. 

With his Whitney Museum expansion plan, Renzo 

Piano wanted to be mindful of Breuer's original design, 
stating, "What is important for the Whitney is to balance 
the historic and the new, to create a cohesive museum, 
an intimate museum, an evolving museum by knitting 
together existing elements with new ones." 

Museum Expansions I At the rate museums are being constructed and 
expanded today, it would seem that an FDR-type character were running 
things in our nation's capital. While that's not the case, the private sector 
is doing its share of patronizing both the arts and architecture. 

Clockwise from top left: 
Nasher Art Museum I By Rafael Vifioly 

Seattle Art Museum I By Al lied Works 
Architecture 

Whitney Museum of Art I By Renzo Piano 

Building Workshop 
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I in the Modern Worici 

Andrea Zittel: Critical Space I 26 Jan- 29 
Apr I New Museum of Contemporary Art I 
New York, NY 

Andrea Zittel is largely responsible for elevat­

ing the lowly mobile home to high art status. 

The artist's first comprehensive U.S. show will 

feature work from her A-Z Designs for Living 

assemblies and stations, A-l Leisure and 
Recreation vehicles, and her Barneys-worthy 

sartorial concepts, A-Z Uniform clothing. 

www.newmuseum.org 

Misfit chair I By M re Krusin for Liv' it rniture 
Why not craft sim , ~ , an comfortable chairs? Liv'it went 
this route with their stacking Misfit chair, in which an elegant 
chrome body supports industrial-strength reticular fabric. While 
the Misfit may not look as wild as its name suggests, its remarkable 
repose certainly makes it stand out from the pack. www.livit.it 
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bulthaup b3: architecture for kitchens and living spaces 
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Herman Miller bends the rules. I Aalto Paimio Chair. The art of being unstuffy. 

9HermanMiller 



I in the Modern Worici 

Some Assembly Required: Contemporary Prefabricated Houses I 
11 Dec- 26 Mar I Walker Art Center I Minneapol is, MN 

Prefab has officially made the transition from mobile home park to 
museum. With groovy designs like Alchemy Architect's weeHouse 
(above) now widely available to the public, we're hoping it now hops 
off its pedestal and on to streets near us. www.walkerart.org 

Hombroich Spaceplacelab / 23 Sept- 31 Dec I 
Center for Architecture I New York, NY 

On 650 acres of farmland outside Cologne, 

Germany, 16 international architects­

including Raimund Abraham, Shigeru Ban, 

and Alvaro Siza-will continue the 30-year 

experiment in civic revitalization that is the 

Museum Island Hombroich. For "space­

placelab," designers must devote 90 percent 

of their 40-acre lots to landscape and 10 

percent to architecture. 

www.aiany.org/centerforarchitecture 
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For more about Herman Miller's design legacy, 

please go to HermanMiller.com/ discoveringdesign. 

For the Herman Miller retailer nearest you, call 
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Confirm your 

inner city sense 

of style, where Urban meets minimal, 

tactile, geometrical, asymmetrical, 

smooth and sensual. Coupled with 

comfort, Natuzzi designs are created 

with obsessive attention to detail, 

quality and intimacy. 

Every day, thousands of new Urban 

dwellers are at home with Natuzzi 

style and comfort. 

Visit us to find out how Urban you 
really are. For the retailer nearest 

you, go to www.natuzzi.com or call 

800-262-9063. 

NATUZZr 
It's how you live-

I in the Modern World 

Columbia Forest Products 

Columbia's formaldehyde-free, soy protein- based adhesive allows 
architects and designers to spec hardwood veneers without worrying 
about the carcinogens. The new veneer core and Woodstalk agrifiber 
core-panel products will add a cabinlike coziness while still leaving 
you with a breath of fresh air. www.columbiaforestproducts.com 

- -

Fabric by the Yard I By Hable Construction 

Gone are the days of Suzy Homemaker 

hunched over the sewing machine making 

potholders and curtains. While most of our 

generation is content with big-box offerings, 

we'd like to encourage the crafty resurgence. 

When we saw these fabrics from the Hable 

sisters (who, we reluctantly admit, also offer 

a bevy of pre-made textile goods), we t hought 

of a mil lion nice things to make. Now to f ind 

the time . . . www.hableconstruction.com 



Each and every Natuzzi sofa, including the Zen model seen here, features beautiful Italian quality, 
style and craftsmanship. Natuzzi, the world leader in comfort and design, lets you embrace your own 
style with sofas, armchairs and accessories coordinated in harmony with each other. To see more, 
look for Natuzzi at fine retai lers in your area, call 1-800-262-9063 or visit www.natuzzi.com. 
Experience America's flagship Natuzzi boutique, 101 Greene Street, Soho, NY. 

NATUZZr 
It's how you live"' 
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contemporary heirlooms 

emma gardner design, lie 

A! 

for more 111format1on and our showrooms 

www.emmagardnerdesign.com 
or toll free 1.877.377.3144 

I 1 n the Modern World 

Safe: Design Takes on Risk / 16 Oct-2 Jan I 
MOMA I New York, NY 

As unlikely a muse as safety is, it is the divine 

inspiration for this exhibition and catalogue 

of over 300 exemplary contemporary design 

objects and prototypes created to help protect 

and comfort people in their environments, 

like the Urban Nomad Shelter (right) designed 

by Cameron McNall and Damon Seeley of 

Electroland. www.moma.org 

Chroma cushion I By Miller Updegraff 

for Eleventwentyfive 

Continuing to blur the lines between art and 

design, Eleventwentyfive's Chroma cushion 

gives you paintings you can rest your rear 

on. Made of machine-washable denim, the 

Chroma isn't really a painting, of course, but 

its target design follows the explorations of 

colors found in much of Updegraff's work on 

canvas, found in private collections through­

out the world. Finally, art that's both fun and 

comfortable. www .eleventwentyfive.com 
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Indulge in the timeless beauty and comfort of Use warm hues to reflect a warm and cozy mood. 

Marmoleum in an easy to install click panel. Blue and green tones will give you a fresh, clean 

Marmoleum click, made from natural Marmoleum space. But remember, there are no rules ... 

ingredients, mounted on aquasafe HOF with a because Marmoleum click is all about expressing 

cork backing, is an ecologically and acoustically yourself and reflecting your individuality. 

sound solution for an easy, "glueless" installation. 
Beautiful, warm, practical, durable and easy to 

With Marmoleum click, YOU design the floor to fit clean, Marmoleum click makes life easier for 

your life - today. Choose from 18 colors in both people with respiratory disorders. Use 

panels (12" x 36" approx..) and squares (12" x 12" Marmoleum click for a healthy, hygienic home. 

approx.) and create exactly the ambiance you want. 

marmoleum® clicf. 
Learn more or find your loca l dealer: 

www.themarmoleumstore.com 
1· 866-MA RMOLEUM (627-6653) 

seriously fun floors ... naturally 

creating better environments 



/ 

way 

Bed, $ 1, 299 
Night stand, $ 199 Dining table, $ 1, 349 

Whatever your spi rit, the flexibility of t he BoConcept® system gives you the freedom to 

express it with home furnishings t hat are beautifully designed and affordably priced. 

BoConcept* Brand Stores Cam bridge · Carle Place · Jacksonville · Liv ingston 

Manhattan Chelsea · Manhattan Madison Ave · Miami · Milford (CT) · Paramus 

Philadelphia (Opening late 2005) · Scottsdale · Tyson's Corner · Washington DC 

For franchise opportunities ple ase contact boconcept@club8usa .com 

Wing chair, fro m $ 1 , 13 9 
Wing foot stool, from $38 9 

www.boconce pt.com 



In the new addition to the 
Hert.t/Fong residence , the 
architect's son Max tinkers 
with his utens1ve array 
of Legos and War Hammer 
miniatures in the ups~irs 
off1ct/playroom. 

I Story by Sydney LeBlanc I Photos by Misha Gravenor I My House 
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I My House 

Trellis-like balcony railings 
(below) cue the exposed timber 
frame extending over the 
house. The balcony and fence 
are made from sustainably 
harvested ipe wood. Sophi e 
and Col in (right) enjoy their 
new pool, t he only part of 
the home not solar-powered. 

a vacant 40-by-90-foot lot. Up until that point, they'd only 
been thinking of adding a second story to accommodate 
their three rambunctious youngsters. They made a low 
offer to secure the lot, but serious strings were attached: 
They had to design and permit their as-yet-undreamed-of 
dream house in just 90 days or forfeit the deal. 

Fortunately, the pair was up to the challenge. Hertz is 
a graduate of SCI-Arc, and worked with adventurous 
architects john Lautner and Frank Gehry before starting 
his own Santa Monica-based practice in r984. He began 
pioneering a then-radical specialty: ecologically sensitive 
design. Hertz parlayed this early interest into offbeat but 
practical projects. He's currently completing a tilt-up 
house of prefab industrial refrigeration panels in Venice. 
And for the old Tony Duquette estate in Malibu, he's 
salvaging a mothballed Boeing 747, which he will dissect 
and reassemble into a solar-powered residence with a 
meditation pavilion in the cockpit. 

70 Dwell Dec/Jan 2006 

Hertz is also an entrepreneur, whose product Synde­
crete, his recipe of cement plus recycled glass chips, 
computer parts, and vinyl records (among other things), 
transforms trash into stylish interior elements. Around 
the time he and Fong bought the vacant lot, he had already 
been precasting tiles, countertops, sinks, furniture, even 
vases out ofSyndecrete. (Fong, a nonpracticing architect, 
handles the business affairs for Syndecrete and Hertz's 
architectural practice.) 

"I saw the house as a working laboratory to test my ideas 
and as a showcase for Syndecrete," Hertz says. Pressed 
for time, he dashed off a design that stacked space in two 
buildings joined by a glass bridge above a courtyard. He 
had no inkling that he had initiated an expansive family 
compound that would be ten years in the making. 

In r996, the family of five moved into their new house, 
a light-filled, 2,700-square-foot modernist aerie that 
unfolds in seven open levels across two buildings and .,.. 



This is on invilollon lo creole. We gather in warmth and laughter lo explore the 

fortune we shore. An underslonding pause, a gracious bequest, the electricity of a 

budding friendship. As host, 1t is in this unfolding story that I find reword and inspiration. 

Creativity is expressed through the preparation of food. All is appreciated. All is savored. 

brizofoucel com 
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I My House 
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a connecting bridge. The kids got bedrooms in the rear 
building, with parents up front. A solar panel, solar 
radiant heating, sustainable hardwoods, and nontoxic 
materials also evidenced the couple's growing interest 
in intertwining sustainability with cutting-edge design. 

By 2002, the family had outgrown the nest and decided 
to build onto the adjacent 40-by-90-foot property they'd 
bought as an investment in r998. "This time," Fong says, 

"we wanted more space, especially outdoors, a pool for 
the kids, and the ability to entertain leisurely." 

While vacationing in Bali, the couple envisioned a 
resortlike family compound. Hertz designed two new 
glass-walled buildings connected by bridges opening 
onto a central courtyard and lap pool-now the heart 
of the house-plus a home theater, exercise room, 
outdoor kitchen, and beach shower. Colin. r3, and Soph ie, 
n, got new bedrooms while eight-year-old Max stayed 
pu t in the boys' original space. 

The exuberant results of 

Hertz's design are visible from 
the street (left). Giant birds 
of paradise, king palms, and 

bamboo tower above t he fence. 
The Balinese long building, 
seen on the far left, is almost 
nautical ; on the right, the 

original house's rammed-earth 
entry wall frames its concrete 
layers. The courtyard (below) is 

now the heart of the house. 

"If I'd plopped a house in the middle of the Jot, I'd have 
had four small bifurcated yards," Hertz explains. "With 
four buildings at the comers I could explore multiple 
interior spaces." 

As a practical consideration, the wide-open resort 
atmosphere is sustained by hefty solar power. Hertz and 
Fong realized, as many homeowners do, that a new 
addition was a great way to gain solar capacity. The 
original house had just one solar panel (its rooftops were 
designed more for outdoor living). In the addition, the 
new rooftops support a rs-kilowatt power plant that 
provides electricity and heat for the entire complex 
(except for the pool). The monthly savings are sizable. 

Though they're far from the Far East, Hertz and Fong 
are luxuriating in their tropically inspired eco-resort. 
And a new generation of surfers is enjoying a harmoni­
ous environment, where their boogie boards seem 
right at home. • 
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How to Make My House Your House 

Sustainable Wood Trellises 

Inspired by Balinese villages, architect David 

Hertz shaded large glass expanses with 

vertical trellises of sustainably harvested ipe 

wood (above, top). 

Syndecrete 

Castoffs get architectural pizzazz with 

Syndecrete, Hertz's creative mix of concrete 

and recycled glass chips, old computer parts, 

postconsumer carpet fiber, scrap wood 

chips, vinyl records, etc. His house features 

Syndecrete countertops, sinks, dining table 

(above right), f ireplaces, tiles, floors, and 

more. For customers, he'll make almost 

anything. Syndecrete comes in 11 standard 
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colors (and hundreds of custom colors) and 

with ground, polished, or textured surfaces. 

www.syndesisinc.com 

Optical Windows and Skylights 

Wired to a whole-house thermostat, a series 

of electric windows and skylights automati­

cally open or close as the temperature rises 

or falls. "You don't even have to be home 

for it to work," says Hertz. 

www.optical-components.globalspec.com 

Self-Sufficient Solar 

A high-tech photovoltaic panel array and 

a parabolic evacuator tub collector generate 

all household electricity (above left). The 

15-kilowatt, net-metered system lights the 

lights, heats the house, and provides hot water 

for the whole house. Running it is virtually 

cost-free. "Guess what? You can't afford not 

to have solar," says Stacy Fong. 

Natural Rhythms 

Hertz sited the house to catch ocean breezes 

and change with the light. He merges indoors 

and out with large windows, slid ing glass 

doors, and skylights. The expansive central 

courtyard (seen above right), rooftop terraces, 

and sleeping porch are all outdoor rooms. 

"Even if you need air-cond itioning, roof 

overhangs, shading, and landscaping will 

help," Hertz says. • 

• lH! I at 







In this house of glass,outside and inside meet. Here we see Thomas Roszak, 

the architect and developer of "Sienna" in Evanston and " Vetro" in 

Chicago, with his wife Justyna and their children Calvin, Ettiene and 

Simon, in their clearly visible GE Monogram kitchen, Chicago. 

• imagination at work 



I Off the Grid I Story by Andrew Yang 
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Service with their fiv -year-old 
son, Gary. Their new nn Arbor 

home is a study of d 
shapes and volumes. 
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I Photo by Chad Holder 

Steel and Magnolias 
What sort of house might a man with the title 
" ing coordinator" live in? Would it be constructed 
entire\ ;f old aluminum cans? Or would it consist 
solely ~o!\esterday's newspapers and last week's New 
Yorker? It ll)ight surprise you to learn that even in 
the Hberal oastion of Ann Arbor, Michjgan- where 
aluminum-ca1l_ cottages mjght be welcomed with open 
arms-t~erson holding that post lives in nothing 
of the sort. 

Located op qwet residential street in this uruversity 
_ town , the home of Tom McMurtrie-tthe recycling 

coordinator)tor the city of Ann Arbor for the past 14 

years-and f.is wife, graphic designer Genia Service, 
as designed nd built with careful attention to energy 

. Though it incorporates energy-efficient materials, 1 

ical Hard-core hippie house it is not. .. · ' 
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I Off the Grid 

Christened the SunHome by the family, the house was 
designed by Monroe, Michigan-based designer Tonino 
Vicari, who began the project fresh out of the Universi ty 
of Michigan's architecture school. 

"We were both interested in the clean, contemporary 
look," says McMurtrie of his and his wife's decision to 
build their home from the ground up rather than t rying 
to buy into some of Ann Arbor's older housing stock. 
"It is something neither of us ha.d lived in before." Service 
continues, explaining that she agrew up on a farm and 
then I lived in a small Victorian for 12 years in San 
Francisco. But I guess I've always wanted a loft." And now 
she has one- complete with a backyard and a garage. 

Despite its overwhelmingly industrial appearance, the 
unusual home responds to Michigan's changing climate 
like a champ. In the summer, when the angle of the sun 
is higher. the interiors receive less heat but remain bright 
while the concrete floors keep cool throughout the day. 
In winter, the lower angle of the sun warms the rooms 
directly and radiant heating coils in the floor heat the 
house. But these are just the beginnings of a home whose 
whole being is predicated on its relationship to the sun. 

82 Dwell Dec/Jan 2006 

Addressing the couple's desire for a cutting-edge house 
that still respected its immediate surroundings as well as 
the environment in general, Vicari designed a two-story, 
C-shaped structure, which he placed neatly on a quarter 
acre of land and built around a 75-year-old magnolia 
tree that blossoms with pink flowers every spring. With 
its reflective steel cladding on the sun-drenched second 
floor and reclaimed wood from an old barn on the 
heavily shaded ground floor, the flat-roofed SunHome 
looks not unlike an early Frank Gehry project. The 
weather-worn red-painted panels of reused barn wood 
are visible in the courtyard, but the color on the wood 
fades into a silver hue as it wraps around the garage. 

While the exterior shape of the house was largely 
derived from the magnolia tree-wh ich the house 
elegantly frames and preserves- the interior space was 
guided by an advanced software simulation tool called 
Lightscape. Used to predict the light conditions during 
specific times of the year, and even down to definitive 
times of the day, the computer studies also helped deter­
mine where all rooms and windows would be placed 
and the size of each. "The morphology of the house ... 

Poured-concrete floors are 
heated using radiant coils 
embedded in the floor. 
The dining table and chairs 
are by John Widdicomb 
Furniture. The light fixtures 
are by Weplight. 6 p. 210 





I Off the Grid 

was based on the maximum solar absorption," Vicari 
explains. This thinking has led to a home flooded with 
natural light and also allows for the bare minimum 
of electricity usage year-round. 

A basement boiler efficiently distributes hot water 
through radiant heating tubes cast into the concrete 
floors, helping to eliminate stuffy hot air in winter. 
According to McMurtrie, the h ouse's complete energy 
costs are nearly the same as those of a more traditional 
neighboring house with half the square footage. 

"It's great to show people an alternative," he says. 
"People are excited that this is a different way to build 
a house. And it doesn't cost that much more." 

McMurtrie and Service admit that a steel-clad house 
on a street of older homes in a Midwestern town has 
attracted its share of disapproving bystanders. "A lot of 
people really love it, but it's a bit controversial to some," 
says McMurtrie. "But it's also in the Midwest, so it's 
got a little bit of Garrison Keillor." Regardless, there's 
proof that the house has finally won over the neighbor­
hood: Vicari is set to begin construction on a similar 
house right next door. "' 
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The base of the house was built 
using a custom-prefabricated 
concrete foundation. The roof 
(bottom) is a standing-seam 
steel roof from Wick Building. 
The material came to the site 
in two rolls of 28-gauge steel 
and was roll-formed onsite. 





I Off the Grid 

I Love Trash 

Before Tom McMurtrie became the recycling 

coordinator of Ann Arbor in 1991- a position 

that lets him shape the town's recycling 

policy- he made his business selling 

Solarwall (www.solarwal l.com), a product 

that uses solar energy to collect hot air for 

heating purposes. " I've always been 

a believer in sustainable systems," says 

McMurtrie. That strong conviction, shared 

with his wife, led the family to steer away 

from using unrecyclable materials like vinyl 
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siding, and instead to build wit h reusable 

materials like steel and rec laimed wood. 

McMurtrie' s background in solar energy 

had a large impact on the features of the 

house, from the location of windows to the 

reflective steel siding, which absorbs less 

heat from the sun than the normal wood-clad 

homes found throughout the Ann Arbor 

area. And the house's six-inch-thick walls 

incorporate 50 percent more insulation than 

normal, keeping t he house warm in winter 

and drastically lowering the need for air­

conditioning in the summer. 

In his 14 years on t he job, McMurtrie has 

seen a profound change in the way residents 

view sustainability. "Once people try 

recyc ling, they real ize it's not that difficu lt 

and it's really quite an easy thing," he says. 

That makes him optimistic about his abil ity 

to effect change. "People are a little hesitant 

to experience t hings initially, but with time 

they are very accepting." • 
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I Story by Amber Bravo I Portrait by Dave Lauridsen I Dwell Reports 

For computing commuters, laptop bags are not just 
about fashion. Here are a few that protect as well as they 
serve your style and your hardware. 

Computer 
Commuter 
Nineteen-eighty-nine was a watershed year: The 
Berlin wall fell, television wunderkind Seinfeld pre­
miered, and Dwell's beloved hometown, San Francisco, 
shook to its core. It is not altogether surprising, then, 
that in this time of revolution, innovation, and general 
upheaval Apple released its first laptop computer- the 
Macintosh Portable- inciting a sea change in personal 
computing. A Cro Magnon-like predecessor to the 
modern-day iBook, the Mac Portable delighted critics 
but was altogether underwhelming to consumers, 
who were perfectly content typing away on their bulky 
stationary word processors. 

The problem with antecedent laptops like the Mac, 
the Osborne r, and the Compaq Portable series was that 
each weighed between 16 and 30 pounds, making the 
prospect of portability seem about as convenient as 
slaying the Nemean Lion. (Their Herculean heft was due, 
in part, to lumpish lead acid batteries.) Today, laptops 
have become svelte and savvy, and are giving standard 
desktops a run for their money-the operative word, 

of course, being run, because nowadays people are 

working from everywhere and anywhere and they're tak­
ing their computers with them. 

But just as you wouldn't strap a baby into the front 
seat of your car, you wouldn't consider just any old brief­
case fit to carry your electronic bundle of joy. Laptops 
require a hardy yet stylish satchel, an attache worthy of 
a 1.65 GHz processor and 512 MB of RAM. 

Of course, for every make and model of laptop, there 
are a hundred bags in which to house it. That's why 
Dwell sought out Mark Frauenfelder, telecommuter 
extraordinaire and editor-in-chief of Make magazine, 
to help separate the wheat from the chaff. "I have a big 
th ing about zippers being weak," Frauenfelder says. 
"Once I was traveling and the zipper was stuck on my 
bag. I was pulling really hard and it broke, and my hand, 
which was in a fist, shot up and I punched myself in the 
nose." Sage words of warning. yet something the average 
consumer might fail to consider despite having been 
foiled at least once by the duplicitous YKK. It seems 
Frauenfelder has experienced every foible known to 

digital travel; amateurs take heed . .,. 

A Note on our Expert: 
Mark Frauenfelder got his 
degree in mechanical engineer­
ing and designed disk drives in 

the late '80s before launching 
Boing Boing, a technology 
and culture magazine that later 
evolved into a website. He 

worked as an editor at Wired 
from 1993 to 1998. In 2003, 
Frauenfelder picked up and 

moved his family to the island 
of Rarotonga. He helped launch 
Make magazine in 2005, 
and is the author of two books: 

The World's Worst: A Guide 
to the Most Disgusting, Hid· 
eous, Inept, and Dangerous 
People, Places, and Things on 

Earth and Mad Professor, a 
book of science experiments 
for kids. 
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I Dwell Reports 

The Sl im Cargo I Acme Made 

$139.99- $249.99 / www.acmemade.com 

Large outer cargo pocket, i nterna I acces­

sory pockets, removable shoulder strap, 

nylon zipper, closed-cell-foam padding with 

high-impact plastic inserts, leather handles, 

quilted satin computer case lining. Available 

in various fabrics and 3 sizes. 

Expert Opinion: I like the design of this. 

The padding has more of a reinforced feeling 

than a pillowy feeling. I don't have any idea 

how these would hold up in weather or in 

cleaning up stains, but I would be nervous 

to sit this down on the sidewalk or the road. 

If you are someone who's really obsessive 

or neat, or if you're just taking it from your 

home to the office, it's probably fine. 

What We Think: Employing fab.ric designs 

from the likes of Alexander Girard and the 

Eameses, Acme Made makes a nice-looking 

laptop case. The structural quality of the 

bags is sound, and this variation on Acme 

Made's original Slim case makes room for 

more stuff, like a cell phone and iPod, in 

the front pocket. The Teflon-coated fabric 

adds an extra layer of protection from stains 

and water, and the closed cell foam and 

high-impact plastic will ensure your com­

puter stays dry even if the exterior fabric 

is saturated. 
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Warren Street Technical Nylon Bag I 

Jack Spade 

$285 / www.jackspade.com 

Padded laptop sleeve, detachable shoulder 

strap, interior organizing pockets, exterior 

cargo and cell pockets, contrast green lining. 

16.5' x 3.5' x 12.5' 
Expert Opinion: One thing I like about 

this is that you can just unzip the whole 

thing, so that it folds completely open. You 

could actually leave your laptop in it while 

you're working on it; it gives you good access 

to everything. What I couldn't stand, though, 

is there are these two little zipper pockets 

on the front, but there's a flap covering them 

that makes it difficult to get in there. You 

have to force open the flap with your thumb 

and then still you can't get all the way in. 

What We Think: We couldn't help but be 

attracted to this bag; the design is simple, 

functional, and stylish. While the padding 

is minimal compared to the other bags, 

we think that our laptops would be perfectly 

secure in day-to-day transport. The 100 

percent nylon material is coated with Teflon 

and can be cleaned with a damp cloth, 

and with understated flourishes like interior 

contrasting colors, these bags are a hand­

some and practical choice. 

Buck Briefcase I Mandarina Duck 

$340 I www.flightOOl.com 

Padded interior laptop compartment, and 

document compartment with several organiz­

ing pockets. Polyurethane resin-treated 

fabric provides strength and water protec­

tion. 14' x 11' x 3.75' 
Expert Opinion: This feels like it's going 

to protect your computer:. It's got good 

padding and reinforcement on all the panels. 

The clip system is very well designed and 

supersolid. One of the really interesting 

features is the shoulder strap, which has a 

pocket that fits around your shoulder; once 

your shoulder is nestled inside the pocket, 

the bag is not going anywhere. I hate it when 

I bend down to pick up something and my 

bag slides off my shoulder. There's also this 

little compartment that you can pull out­

it's a nylon bag with elastic around it-that 

acts as a little rain jacket for the bag. It 

looks l ike a giant shower cap. 

What We Think: The quality of this 

design is reflected in the price; this is a 

well-constructed, straightforward bag. While 

it provides the utmost in protection and 

durability, some people might find the size 

and aesthetic to be a bit clunky. The cup 

on the shoulder strap ensures a snug fit, but 

it could present problems for people with 

narrow shoulders or a small frame. But if 

transporting your computer at all unnerves 

you, this bag will undoubtedly set your 

mind at ease . .. 
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WITH THE LG TROMM STACKABLE WASHER AND DRYER, LI FE'S A LITTLE LARGER. 
-~· 

The large capacity Tromm Washer and Dryer from LG not only handle extra-large loads of laundry, 
their LoDecibel Quiet System provides peace and serenity while the work is done. Now a new optional remote 

monitoring device allows you to keep tabs on washer and dryer cycles from anywhere in the house: eliminat ing 
the need to run back and forth to the laundry room. Finally, something super-sized that's actually good for you. 

Discover the full line of LG premium home appliances at www.LGusa.com, or call 1-800-243 -0000. 
• Remol~ monitofing device- communicates with washer and dryer through household w1r1ng. Simply plug mto any outlet. 

0 
~ 

""' 

• I 

• =' . .,. 
• I e :: .. 9'111 

0 - =r-o-
....... -"""'" 



I Dwell Reports 

Marina Computer Handbag I Timbuk2 

$80 I www.timbuk2.com 

Ballistic nylon exterior, no-slip shoulder 

handles, waterproof bottom, padded laptop 

protection, exterior zipper pocket with lined 

cel l phone pocket, interior zipper pocket. 

15.5" x 12" x 4.5" 

Expert Opinion: You can put th is around 

your shoulder and it's not going to slip. It 

has a waterproof bottom made of the same 

material as the shoulder strap; you could set 

it down and if the ground's wet, it won't soak 

through. The ballistic nylon shell looks like 
it could really stand up to serious abuse. 

I also like the way that it zips open wide so 

you can get in t here and look at what you 

have. I don't like those bags that j ust zip 

open a little way so that you' re just staring 

into this chasm and sort of fishing around. 

It probably has a bit of overkill on pockets. 

What We Think: Timbuk2 has translated 

the craftsmanship of their messenger 

bags into a more urban design that looks 

something like a chic bowling bag. We feel 

confident that our laptops would be well 

protected, and we like all that extra room 

for files and cords and other accoutrements. 

The one caveat to this, and really all 

Timbuk2 designs, is the prominently dis­

played logo- we just don't get the swirl. 
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Fleur Tote I One & Co. for lncase 

$150 I www.goincase.com 

Removable laptop sleeve, accessory pockets, 

document pouches, iPod pouch, 12-inch-long 

shoulder strap. 

Expert Opinion: To me this looks cheap. 

The strap is too short for putting on your 

shoulder but then too long to carry. And 

there's no way to adjust the straps either. 

I don't know why they did that. The pockets 

are way deep down inside. The bag comes 

with a separate pull-out laptop case, but 

the bag itself doesn't zip up, so it's exposed 

to the elements or pilferers. I just don't 

particularly like the design of it. It's my 

least favorite. 

What We Think: The program for One & 

Co.'s collaboration with lncase was to create 

a fashionable laptop case geared toward 

women; if there's any truth to the adage 

"anything for fashion" then this bag will sell 

well. With compelling color choices like 

kelly green and pinstriped charcoal, the Fleur 

tote will undoubtedly accessorize better 

than a lot of other bags. We see this more 

as a day bag, not something to be used 

for serious travel. 

Loft Bag I STM 

$76 (12'), $86 (15.5') I www.stmbags.com.au 

Full -size pocket for folders, zippered 

back and front pockets, removable padded 

shoulder strap, pockets for ce ll phone, 

documents, and cables. 

Expert Opinion: This one is not too bad, 

but I just couldn't get excited about il -

l don't know why. They attempt to make 

the strap nonslippery, but it's not that good, 

and it's got a cell phone holster, which 

I guess is okay, but I don't really like it that 

much. It looks like it could hold a pretty 

good-size laptop, but as far as ease of use 

goes, it doesn't match the Mandarina Duck. 

The zippers look really flimsy; they're 

definite nose punchers. 

What We Think: We've never been able 

to rally around cell phone holsters, but the 

padding is decent, and we like the capacious 

interior and the two size options. The over­

size flap might hinder quick access, but it 

also provides a desirable extra layer of 

security. Placing the rectangle vertically 

creates a clean line, and makes the bag more 

conducive to traveling unencumbered in 

tight spaces. • 





I Nice Modernist I Story by Chris Rubin I Photo by Ture Li llegraven 
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The Exhibitionists 
Bringing fresh and original design ideas straight 
to the public is the central mission of Materials & 
Applications, the Los Angeles- based nonprofit research 
center that exhibits projects by adventurous architects 
and designers. Founder Jenna Didier and technical 
director Oliver Hess both live and work in the space, so 
they have a unique experience of the installations, which 
are open to the public 24/7. "I sometimes come out in 
the morning and find a few beer cans left over from late­
night guests," says Didier. 

Allowing architects and designers to experiment with 
new and unusual materials at little cost in a temporary 
setting is their primary goal. Didier and Hess curate­
and sometimes also help fund and construct-the 
installations in their 25-by-50-foot front yard. The young 
couple brings a combi ned interest and experience in 
robotics, high-tech interactivity, and special effects to 
these projects, some of them subsidized by Fountainhead, 
Didier's fountain design and installation company. Her 
agenda extends not just to aesthetics but to ethics. 
"Having worked extensively with water and electricity, 
I'm very concerned about sustainability," she says, "so 
I always look through that lens." 

Maximilian's Schell, a recent M&A installation inspired 
by Disney's sci-fi film from 1979, The Black Hole, is a 
dramatic, vortex-shaped canopy crafted from high-tech 
sail material. Created by architects Benjamin Ball 
and Gaston Nogues, it illustrates how materials from 
one industry- high-performance sailing, in this case­
can be used in others, including architecture and 
design. Adding a sonic component to the piece is Electric 
Skychurch founder James Lumb, who created the 
"Resonant Amplified Vortex Emitter," a sound loop that 
contributes a subsonic drone to the site. 

Past M&A participants have created installations with 
everything from steam-bent wood to plastic-encased 
foam. What the installations have in common is the 
repurposing of unusual materials from various industries 
for use in architecture and design, where their unique 
properties can be exploited in new and innovative ways, 
encouraging exploration and experimentation in a 
temporary setting. 

M&A's location on a busy street in the heart of Silver 
Lake, one of L.A.'s trendiest neighborhoods, no doubt 
facilitates greater public access to these installations. 
Though anyone is free to visit at any time, and the 
designers often bring clients to view their work, it's Hess 
and Didier who experience the projects most directly­
and perhaps enjoy them the most. "It's like having all 
your interests come to you," Hess says. "It's environmen­
tal design," Didier adds, "and we are the occupants."• 

The Materials & Applications 
team in front of their latest 
exhibit, Maximilian's Schell. At 
left, a detail of the installation. 
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I Detour I Story by Sam Grawe 

Th ree pointed spires dominate the skyline of 
Cologne, Germany, from nearly every vantage in the city. 
The ornate gothic cathedral, built at the heart of the 
Roman plan's concentric rings, looms over low-rise 
buildings and fanning arteries. More than 90 percent 
of the city was destroyed by Allied bombing raids during 
World War II, and as a result, the architectural tourist 
feels an inescapable sobering sensation. Rebuilding an 
a t city in the course of a few decades created a 
varnish o odernity, but scratchjng Cologne's 
surface reveals a vi bran ter of art and design. 

Martin Kudlek represents Colog ' ext wave of 
artrepreneur. Choosing between New York, o 
Berlin, and Cologne, Kudlek settled on the latter to open 
the Galerie Martin Kudlek. He specializes in the work 
of young, upcoming ar tists with a focus on photograp , 
and as a savvy gallerist keeps regular tabs on the city's · 

e. We walked the streets with him, cha ting bout J' 
the city he e. • • ~ 
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J Photos by Hertha Hurnaus 

Gallerist Martin Kudlek 
wails for a train at Cologne's 
central station. Construction of 
Cologne's gothic cathedral (in 
the background), or Koiner 
Dom, began In the 13th century 
but its distinctive spires weren' t 
completed until 1880. 
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I Detour 

Tell us how you got started with the gallery. 

I studied art and architectural history and 

then taught, but academic work is just you 

and the book. Working in a gallery is much 

more lively. There are more tasks involved 

and different people-buyers, collectors, and 

artists-and a lot of life in all of it. 

How would you describe the art scene 

in Cologne? 

Cologne used to be, after New York, the 

second most important art city in the world, 

but that was 15 years ago, up to t he early 

'90s. Now a lot of it has been taken over by 

London, Los Angeles, even Berlin. 

Apart from galleries, are there any 

museums that exhibit design? 

There is the Museum tor Angewa ndte Kunst 
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(Museum of Applied Art), built by Rudolf 

Schwarz from 1951to1958. This was the 

first major museum built after the war­

originally for a painting collection; it became 

a design museum later. It was built when 

Schwarz was having a big debate with Walter 

Gropius, who was saying that strict modern­

ism was the only style because it was 

ethically right. Schwarz argued that people 

needed to feel at home again. His modern­

ism embraces the people-the museum is 

built of brick, concrete, and a lot of window 

spaces with a lot of light from the courtyard. 

However, the building is very brutal too; 

he wanted to shield the art from the city. 

It is built over a medieval church courtyard, 

which is a very nice space, and you don't 

have to pay to get into the cate there. ~ 

Above: Architect Rudolf 
Schwarz's Museum of Applied 
Art (located Ander Rechtschule) 
signaled a new standard for 
postwar design in Cologne. 

Left: The architectural offices 
of Johannes Schilling ( located 
at Gereonswall 75) also serve 
as a gallery space for young, 
upcoming artists. 
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I Detour 
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A view from the east side of 
the Rhine looking back at the 
Koiner Dom's distinctive 
elevation. To the left is GroB 
St. Martin, one of Cologne's 
12 Romanesque churches. 
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I Detour 

Is there anything exciting being built 

at the moment? 

The most spectacular is the Kolumba 

Diocesan Museum by Peter Zumt hor. Also, 

just now finished is Renzo Piano's Peek 

& Cloppenburg department store, which is 

made of 6,800 single glass slabs, all of 

different sizes. It is in a shopping area that 

I don't really like, but the building has 

managed to make much nicer. 

Are there any stores worth visiting? 

There is a place called Sign of the Times, 

which specializes in '50s and '60s furniture. 

They buy unknown designers of t hat time, 

and it can be extremely interesting. The 

owner does not like to show trash like some 

other shops do. He shows good design from 

the '50s, '60s, and '70s. 
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Does a lot of the inventory come from 

East Germany? 

Yes, of course. Much of it is quite clever in 

its practicality. I guess that was the 

important thing in the East. In the West it 

was to play around with things, you did not 

have to use them. But in the East everything 

had a purpose. There is also a very special 

shop called o.k. Versand. They buy objects 

from China, India, Bulgaria. Very cheap 

design, often made from recycled cans, that 

sort of thing. 

After a long day of walking around, perhaps 

you'll want to try some Kiilsch? 

Well , it is a beer you can drink and drink 

and drink-very light. There are many 

Germans who are mad about it and don' t 

really drink anything else . ... 

Above: Renzo Piano's recently 
completed design for the depart­
ment store Peek & Cloppenburg 
(located at Sch1ldergasse 
65-67) has mv1gorated the 
surrounding area. 

Left: In the old Belgian quarter 
(a lively area for nightlife), 
Sign of the Times (located at 
Briisseler Strasse 80-82) sells 
both classic and unknown 
mid-century furnishings. 

Below: Kudlek and a f11end 
enjoy the fresh Kolsch 
at Malzmuhle (located at 

Heumarkt 6). 





- - I Detour 

And it comes in a really small glass so 

you can drink it quickly. 

Yes, 0.2 liters. The Bavarians say it is like 

a chemistry glass. 

Where would you go to try it? 
The hard-core Cologne beer hall that Bill 

Clinton went to is MalzmOhle. They make the 

best beer and it is not too far from the cathe­

dral. If you are into wines, however, there 

is a place called Vintage, which I like. 

During the furniture fair we always end up 

at a bar called Six Pack ••• 

That is the second stop after 1 a.m. or so. 

It is a hole in the wal l-open late and lined 

with refrigerators filled with bottled beer. 

For some reason it is quite nice and I often 

end up there. 
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After a nice day taking in the city, 

tourists can move on to their next destina­

tion, but as a resident, what do you see 

in Cologne's future? 

I am quite excited about its future because 

we need to do something to save it. It is 

a very proud town that has a fantastic history 

of art and art collectors. But if Cologne is 

not careful, this status could change because 

people are moving away. People like myself 

and my colleagues, we are trying to convey 

how nice it is here. Cologne is still an impor­

tant city- there are a lot of things going 

on here and there are quite a few galleries 

that have opened up in the last few years. 

It is not quite the magnetic city it used to be, 

but hopefully it is getting there again. • 

Above: Kudlek bicycles in the 
Rheinpark, originally built 
in 1957 for the federal garden 
show. Although most of the 
surviving pavilions are in 
ruins, a few have been restored. 

Left: Kudlek surveys Cologne's 
street life from his gallery 
(located at Schaafenstrasse 8). 
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FlatPak by Lazor Office 

the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

Next House by Empyrean Resoluuon. 4 Architecture 

3 Great Modern Prefab Designs 
All Under $2 50/square foot 
Want to learn more? 

Since its launch in 2000, Dwell's presentation and 
promotion of modernist architecture has inspired a 
new public passion for bold and clean design. 

Now Dwell is pleased to partner with Empyrean LLC 
(formerly Deck House), and the architects and 
designers of Resolution : 4 Architecture, Lazor Office, 
and Empyrean to make innovative and affordable 
prefabricated houses a reality for all those who yearn 
to be at home in the modern world. 

Empyrean will be holding a series of Dwell Home 
presentations for interested homebuyers in several 
U.S. cities in late 2005/early 2006. 

For more info on these events and to learn how to 
make your Dwell Home a reality, please contact: 

Empyrean International LLC 
930 Main Street 
Acton, MA 01720 
Tel: 1-800-727-3325 

www.thedwellhomesbyempyrean.com 



Is it possible 

to see yourself 

in a room 
• 

without mirrors? 

Venus. Mars. With Andersen" windows, opposites not only attract, they complement. Form and function marry. 

Durability and beauty unite. Whether you prefer a stunning, contemporary look, or a cozy, traditional feel, Andersen 

has the windows, doors and options you need to bring your personality to any room in your home. Call 1-800-426-4261, 

ref. #5262, or visit us at andersenwindows.com LONG uvE rHE HOM E" Andersen. 
W IN DOWS•DOORS 



I what We Saw I Story by lain Aitch 

New Designers 
London, England 
June-July 2005 

Showcasing the work of over 4,000 recent graduates from the UK's 
universities and col leges, London's New Designers show is the place 
to spot hot British design ta lent. Products and prototypes are arranged 
by school , with the hopeful graduates on hand to present their work 
and beg jobs from anyone who shows more t han a passing interest. 
Here's some of what we saw. 

Book Hive by Thomas Merrill 

top_thomas@hotmail.com 

Pigeonhole noteholder by Gemma Lewis 

gemma_lewis_uk@hotmai I .com 

Clearview toaster by Michael Page 

www.michaelpageonline.co.uk 
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The Stratus mountain hut by Spike Reid 

spikereid@gmail.com 

Rainbow stool by Francesca Sheehan 

funkyfran81@yahoo.co. uk 

Cube It seating by Charlie Beard 

charlie·beard@hotmail.co.uk 

Cutlery set by Adam Fairweather 

asldesigns-connect@yahoo.co.uk 

Loci table by Chris Law 

get_amongstit@hotmail.com 

Clever kettle by Elizabeth Nast 

cj.nast@tesco.net 



c At Bosch, we're committed to protectins the environment. 
From low-impact manufacturing to the way our products 

are designed. Innovative sensor technology helps Bosch 
dishwashers save water. Bosch front-loading washing 
machines use 66% less energy and 60% less water than 
conventional units. All while offering state-of-the-art 

features and unrivalled functionality. Because we 
believe you should never have to sacrifice excellence to 
embrace the planet we live on. For more information cal l 

1.800.934.0433 or vis it www.boschappllances.com/dwell. 

8 BOSCH 
Invented for life 



I Context I Story by Shonquis Moreno 

Almost 40 years after the first man stepped 

onto the surface of the moon, the 2004 
flights of privately funded SpaceShipOne to 

the edge of outer space and back signaled 

the twilight of government-run space agen­

cies like NASA. It also heralded the ascen­

dancy of a loose global network of young 

designers and private entrepreneurs who are 

now setting the pace for the second race 

to the moon and the first race to Mars- and 

imagining the first shelters we will live in 

when we get there. 

One of these ne)<l-generation designers, 

India-born, San Francisco-based Susmita 

Mohanty, doesn't look old enough to have 

earned her multiple advanced degrees 

in electrical engineering, architecture, and 

industrial design. But between Mohanty 

and her Vienna-based col league, architect 

Barbara Imhof, the two have already worked 

with NASA, the European Space Agency, 

and Boeing, among others, and are poised 

to outpace these hoary and cumbersome 

institutions with the establishment of two 

space-design consultancies in the U.S. and 
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Europe. MoonFront and Liquifer are breaking 

away from the creakily bureaucratic, man-in­

a-can methods of space design, which from 

the beginning have been largely dominated 

by men, engineers, and the West. 

No longer. Mohanty and Imhof have 

coined the term "third genre" to describe 

the latest phase of architectural design for 

space, which is focused on humans instead 

of machines and uses creative methods that 

are multicultural, multidisciplinary, and 

pragmatically visionary (not, in this case, 

an oxymoron). "We're l ike the underground," 

Mohanty says. "I collaborate with a virtual 

network of experts scattered al l over the 

world and tap into that network in different 

ways for each project." It is an outspokenly 

progressive design underground that brings 

together biology, robotics, materials, infor­

matics, artificial intelligence, and the quan­

tum and cognitive sciences to bui ld l iving 

space in outer space and on other planets. 

Spurred by renewed interest from the 

U.S., Japan, India, China, and Europe in 

returning to the moon, Mohanty, Imhof, 

and colleagues organized a workshop in 

2002 to design lunar bases. The concepts 

generated fed into the European Space 

Agency's Aurora program, which has the 

goal of establishing human missions lo the 

moon, Mars, and beyond within 30 years. 

From 16 countries, 50 students- including 

engineers, architects, industrial designers, 

and experts in mining, applied physics, and 

medicine- formed teams to design habitats 

for hypothetical missions, including ice and 

helium mining and solar cell production. 

Mohanty predicts that we humans will have 

actually established a first-generation moon 

base by 2025: "It's not a question," she 

says. "It's an imperative. Going to the 

moon, in addition to Mars, is not an either/or 

scenario if we are looking at sustainable 

ways to explore." 

These young technocrats view design for 

outer space as a natural extension of design 

on earth. Nonetheless, space presents 

unprecedented challenges. To name a few: 

Instead of l G (9.81 meters per second 

squared) of gravity, humans experience 



The Kepler (opposite), one of 
nine conceptual moon dwell­
ings, includes greenhouses to 
maximize the crew's exposure 
to the " outdoors." Tycho's 
design (below) focuses on 
reducing the stress of its inhab­
itants. "Stimulation in a 
sensory-deprived area has to 
be established," says Barbara 
Imhof. 

0 G in orbit, 1/6 G on the moon, and 1/3 G 

on Mars. " In zero gravity," Imhof explains, 

"bui ldings have no more foundations. Their 

structure no longer reflects the human sense 

of equilibrium. 'Vertical' is not a valid con­

cept." Reduced gravity affects not just our 

orientation in space but our mobil ity. It takes 

less energy to move but you make less head­

way. On the moon, for instance, it's easier for 

a person to walk on a wavy surface than on 

a flat one. Mobility is also diminished when 

dust settles so heavily on and in astronauts' 

space suits that they become exhausted 

within a few short hours. 

Longer stays in space present even greater 

challenges. It takes only four and a half 

days to get to the moon, but any mission 

to Mars would require nearly two and a half 

years. Though it is rarely discussed (by NASA 

in particular, says Mohanty), long sojourns 

in space are difficult both socially and 

psychologically when it comes to love and 

sex between crew members, boredom, lack 

of privacy, the inability to go outdoors, main­

taining productivity, and so forth. These 11> 
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I Context 

are issues, insist Mohanty and Imhof, that 

are just as significant and natty as the physi­

cal and engineering obstacles. According 

to Imhof, "Interaction between humans and 

their closest environment-the habitat-

is a crucial factor for mission success." 

To explore and address this broad spec­

trum of issues, workshop participants came 

up with nine concepts for dwellings on 

the moon. One, the Kepler Base, supports 

a crew of six researchers buried in the rim 

of a crater and consists of three autonomous 

modules-living quarters, workspace, and 

a rover-connected by airlocks and assem­

bled in phases. In contrast to Kepler, the 

Kopernikus Base-intended to provide com­

mercial services to nearby communities-is 

jacked up on legs above the moon's surface 

to avoid disturbing lunar dust. Modular and 

scalable in order to support future expan­

sion, it consists of a combination of sol id 

and lightweight inflatable units. Because 

real estate is at a premium- the crew might 

as well be living in Mumbai in terms of 

population density within the habitat-at 

least some of the rooms, especially public 

areas, must be reconfigurable to serve 

multiple purposes. 

Like Kopernikus, most of the "habs" 

achieve their efficiency by blending various 

resources, functions, methods, and tech­

nologies. "When it comes to habitats," says 

Mohanty, "my mantra is, Think hybrid. 

Blend informatics, artificial intelligence, 
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and advanced sensor technologies. Habitats 

in space should be holistic, not a patchwork 

of disconnected, fragmented entities or an 

assortment of hardware parts." 

Because the mining crew of the Tycho 

Base needs to find and follow helium 3 

sources along the mares of the moon, this 

inflatable habitat is designed as a sphere 

that rolls, through mass displacement, a few 

dozen feet each week. It rel ies on a bladder 

of water around its circumference to shield 

the crew from radiation. Tycho consists 

of several decks that can be reconfigured 

depending on how the crew needs or wants 

to use it. Windows give views to the outside 

and-significant psychologically-home­

ward. Private living spaces are visually 

isolated and insulated for sound. Most int­

riguing, the Tycho project explores the 

potential of technology to virtually extend the 

limited physical dimensions of the habitat. 

"A space habitat is a space permeated 

by technology," says Imhof, who imagines 

the rooms of a lunar dwelling to be soft, 

flexible, and transparent to different media, 

allowing the crew to modify and adapt the 

space to changing needs. To communicate 

with earth, an astronaut could, for example, 

enjoy a game of table tennis with his 

daughter back home, the astronaut playing 

against an interior wall of the ship, equipped 

with active sensors that transmit the informa­

tion to a similar wall on earth, and the 

daughter returning the virtual ball to her 

Another moon-dwelling 
concept, the Kopernikus, has 
robotic arms tucked beneath 
its belly to assemble rovers 
in diverse configurations, 
depending on use (paramedic 
services, cargo transport, etc.). 

father in space. The blurring of virtual and 

physical space becomes more than a cool 

gimmick in outer space. It becomes essential. 

"Future habitats should be programmable," 

Mohanty says, "able to self-deploy, self­

repair, adapt to environmental variations such 

as dust, radiation, quakes, and storms, as 

well as adapt to the needs of the inhabitants." 

What next-generation designers are 

learning in order to work in outer space has 

important applications for building in 

extreme environments on earth, and vice 

versa. Developed for space, systems in which 

air, water, and waste systems are maintained 

and resources reclaimed self-sufficiently 

(think Biosphere 2-except it works) could 

be adapted to eliminate costly sewage 

networks and allow waste to be recycled 

locally, according to Mohanty. After a 1999 

earthquake in Turkey, the European Space 

Agency de·veloped a SpaceHouse for earth 

applications, using the same ultralight 

carbon-fiber-reinforced plastic composites 

that it uses on its spacecraft. The house's 

shell could withstand rattlers up to 7 .0 on the 

Richter scale. On the other hand, designs for 

the densest cities on earth, can be applied 

to space habitats where crews share cramped 

interiors for extended periods. Mohanty 

and Imhof are looking for reciprocities like 

these between earth and space, and applying 

them to their designs. The possibilities, for 

the first time in a long time, seem as endless 

as the expanding universe. • 
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Dwell Home II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

I ~~~Ts.a~~~~~~· 
Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, 
Caesarstone quartz surfaces take concept to 
reality by creating the perfect blend of form and 
function. www.caesarstone.us.com, 
(877) 978-2789. 

m-JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Aii4 offers a ful l line of bui lt-in appl iances 
designed for the passionate home gourmet. For 
more informat ion, visit www.jennair.com or cal l 
(800) JENN-AIR. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North America, 
Maharam offers a comprehensive collection of 
interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, 
iconic modernist designs, and timeless textures. 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a design and 
development company that specializes in fine 
contemporary rugs and superior quality interior 
accessories for residential, office, and hospitality 
space. For more information, please visit one of 
our 27 showroom partners' locations or 
www.emmagardnerdesign.com. 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the 
Autodesk~ Revit'" bui lding design and 
documentation system, purpose-built for 
building information model ing. Change anything, 
anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates the 
change everywhere. 

f3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #l manufacturer in the world for tankless 
technology. Our tankless gas water heaters provide 
endless hot water while saving money and space. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and 
worldwide distributors of George Nelson Bubble 
lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. 

Room&Board 
Excellent design is t imeless, not driven by trends. 
Our home furn ishings are inspired by great move­
ments in furniture design and created for modern 
lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine 
craftsmanship, natural materials, and affordable 
prices to offer outstanding value. 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern 
classics as well as home office seating through 
our nationwide network of consumer and online 
stores. Visit www.hermanmiller.com/hmhome 
or cal l (800) 646-4400. 

Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader 
in providing products of high design for the 
kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing 
trends and styles, Kohler continuously strives to 
lead the way and set new standards for gracious 
living by creating products that will deliver years 
of performance and add beauty and value to 
people's homes. www.kohler.com 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing 
original design and innovation to the ceiling fan 
industry. The designs celebrate the modern idiom 
through mechanical simplification, geometric forms, 
and contemporary f inishes. The Modern Fan Company 
is the only source for 21st-century ceiling fans. 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's 
f irst ful l hybrid SUV. For more information cal l 
(800) 301-7430 or visit 
www.fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid. 

For more information, please visit www.dwellmag.com. 

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordi­
nary furn iture. Our unique modern designs and 
over-engineered construction form the foundation 
of our success, further supported by an extraordi­
nary customer service staff. To see our complete 
l ine of lifestyle and AN furniture, visit us at 
www.boltz.com. 

Artemide' 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning 
design line in the lighting industry, offering dec­
orative and architectural luminaires featuring 
the perfect balance between form, function, and 
performance. For more information, please visit 
www.artemide.us. 

lffil ~,~.Qf.O RTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs 
contemporary stainless steel entry door systems 
using the finest quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a l ifetime. 

Poliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end wardrobe 
systems, wall units, beds, and kitchens since 
1942. Collaborating with leading European indus­
trial architects such as Paolo Piva, Carlo Colombo, 
and Christian Liaigre, to mention only a few, 
Poliform has brought quality, fashion, function, 
and technology together to create unique and 
t imeless design reflecting the personality of the 
contemporary homeowner . 

Armstrong Floor Products. which includes Bruce" . 
ArmstrongN Hardwood Flooring by Hartco" and 
Robbins~. offers hardwood, resi lient, laminate, 
ceramics, and Genuine LinoleumN. See products 
or download Design my Room'" to redesign any 
room in your home before you buy at 
www.armstrong.com or call (888) ARMSTRONG. 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSenseN laundry system. German­
engineered, the ultraSenseN washer and dryer 
feature the most advanced technology on the mar­
ket, allowing you to wash more clothes than ever 
before at home, including cashmere, silk, and 
active wear. www.siemens-home.com. 
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I Archive 

Rescued from the wrecking 
ball, Edward Durell Stone's 
house for A. Conger Goodyear, 
was originally built in 1938 
(bottom). It remains a bit 
worse for the wear (below) but, 
thankfully, is still standing. 

I Story by David Griffin 

Everybody Must Get Stone 
When design historian John Stuart Gordon first saw 
the vacant A. Conger Goodyear House in Old Westbury, 
a wealthy community on the North Shore of Long 
Island, New York, an unexpected impulse struck him: 
"I realized that I wanted to buy the place." 

The house, designed by 20th-century American 
modernist Edward Durell Stone, had been empty since 
the late 1990s. Yet Gordon, who had first become 
interested in Stone through a study of an early collabora­
tor, the interior and industrial designer Donald Deskey, 
could immediately see himself living there. "I remember 
looking at a large space and thinking, What a place 
to hang paintings! Then I found out that the room had 
been designed as the house's art gallery." For Gordon (and 
many others) it is exactly this transparency of purpose 
that marks Stone's genius as a domestic modernist. As 
Gordon now puts it, "His intentions are so clear you don't 
need to anticipate them." 

In the end Gordon decided that the house was not a 

responsibility he could take on. But his reaction remains 
testament to an unexpected aspect of a man whom some 
have criticized as a remote, elitist presence in American 
architecture. By turns famous and infamous for his jewel­
like approach to decoration and interior detailing, Stone 
and his oeuvre are undergoing a dramatic reappraisal, 
with his works both celebrated and reviled, restored and 
under immediate threat of demolition. 

The Goodyear House's recent history encapsulates 
both extremes. Built in r938 for a lumber industrialist and 
art collector who also served as the first president 

of the Museum of Modern Art from 1929 to r939, the 
house is a remarkable balancing act between the austerity 
of the then-developing high modernism of Mies van der 
Rohe and the warm, site-oriented romantic functional­
ism of earlier American masters like Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Stone's respect for both men was perhaps to be 
expected of any bright young architect of the day seek­
ing to expand his international experience. Less • 
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I Archive 

Stone drew on many influences 
in his work, creating spaces 
that were as exacting as Mies's 
and as warm as Wright's. 

expected is the complete mastery with which Stone 
pulled off a melding of these two thematic approaches. 
Though widely held to be in complete and irrevocable 
opposition. he combined them with a willingness to 
in.dulge in luxury and convenience that seems classi­
cally American. 

The house incorporates the gliding surfaces, glass 
walls, and diamantine detailing of Mies with a low­
slung plan that features the wide overhangs and patio­
like informality of Wright's best Oak Park houses. The 

result is something at once complex and uncluttered, 
spectral and earthy, a structure as precise as a Baroque 
minuet though still noth ing less than a home. 

And so it remained until the r97os, when the Good­
year family donated the house and its roo-acre estate to 
the New York Institute of Technology for use by the 
school's president. However fitting the recipient may 
have seemed, the school sold the property in 1997 for 
development. In 2001, the house was slated for demoli-

tion by the buyers, the Wheatley Construction Company, 
whose Wheatley Farms subdivision had already gobbled 
up most of the original grounds. 

Alerted to the situation, the World Monuments 
Fund (WMF), which had! just listed the building as an 
endangered site of international significance, worked 
to preserve the house with the help of Philip K. Howard, 
chairman of the Municipal Art Society of New York. 
A last-minute call to the mayor of Old Westbury delayed 
demolition just long enough for the WMF and the 

Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities, 
along with the Barnett Newman Foundation, to enter 
into a partnership to purchase, maintain, and restore 
the house until a buyer could be found. That buyer was 
located this July, and the Goodyear House, now under 
a covenant that protects it inside and out, has at last been 
recognized as a seminal work of a 20th-century aesthetic 
too often overlooked in the seemingly unending zombie 
march of tract homes. "" 





I Archive 

Ten Things You Should Know About Edward Durell Stone 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

2 Columbus Circle 
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1 / Edward Durell Stone was born into one 

of the founding families of Fayetteville, 

Arkansas, in 1902. 

2 I Stone received five honorary degrees but 

never graduated from college. He attended 

the University of Arkansas and took classes 

at Harvard but notably failed "Theory of 

Building Construction." 

3 I From 1930 to 1932, Stone worked under 

the direction of Associated Architects at 

Rockefeller Center, on Radio City Music Hall 

and Center Theater. 

4 / In 1933 he designed the Richard H. 

Mandel House in Bedford Hills, New York, 

with Donald Deskey. The house was unique 

in its design and collaborative effort. 

5 1 During World War II Stone was a major 

in the U.S. Army, serving as chief of 

planning and design for the Army Air Corps. 

6 1 When he entered private practice again, 

Stone returned to what he called his "hair 

shirt period," using natural woods and stone 

and very much looking to Frank Lloyd Wright, 

who became a close lifelong friend. 

7 I Stone's big break came in the '50s, 

when he was asked to design the American 

embassy in New Delhi, India (1956 to 1959), 

and the United States Pavi lion at the 1958 

Brussels World's Fair. It was during this 

period that he created his own aesthetic, 

combining modernism with elements of neo­

classicism, regionalism, and decoration. 

81 Stone had three wives-Orlean, Maria, 

and Violet- whom he married in 1931. 1954, 

and 1972, respectively. Maria is the most 

closely identified with Stone's professional 

life, and it has been suggested that her 

tastes paved the way for Stone's experiments 

with decorative elements. Frank Lloyd Wright, 

speaking of the New Delhi embassy, said 

that it should be called the "Taj Maria." 

9 1 Stone's later works include the building 

at 2 Columbus Circle (1964), originally 

the Huntington Hartford Gallery of Modern 

Art. The building's current owner, the 

Museum of Arts & Design, plans to recon· 

struct the fac;ade and do interior work. The 

new design for the museum is by Allied Works 

Architects along with Handel Architects. 

10 I Stone's last major commissions include 

the Standard Oil Bui lding (1974; now the 

Aon Center), Chicago's second-tallest build· 

ing, and the John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. (1971). 

Stone died in 1978. • 
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I Conversation I Story by Sam Martin 

Eco-noclast 
Sustainability pioneer Pliny 
Fisk seen here at his Center for 
Maximum Potential Building 
Systems. Fisk's latest obsess­
ion is the GroHome (right), 
a flexible building system he 
hopes will price out at $ 70 

per square foot. 
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I Portrait by Denise Prince Martin 

Undeterred by the 100-degree central Texas mid­
July heat, sustainable-design pioneer Pliny Fisk III and 

a posse of interns and students from his graduate course 
at Texas A&M University are hard at work at the Center 
for Maximum Potential Building Systems, Fisk's office 

and nonprofit test site. which sits on 18 acres just east 
of Austin. This year marks the center's 30th anniversary, 
and the group is erecting a number of new demonstra­
tion projects to celebrate the milestone a nd to honor 

Fisk's many con tributions to the field of sustainable plan­
n ing and design. 

Fisk received his master's degrees in both architecture 
and landscape architecture at the University of Pennsyl­

vania in the late '6os, under the tutelage of ecologist and 
Design with Nature author Ian McHarg. In 1975, while 
an assistant professor a t the School of Architecture at the 

University of Texas at Austin, Fisk created the Center 
for Maximum Potential Building Systems and began 

pursuing work in four distinct areas: design, master plan­
ning, policy and education. and tools (which include 
educational games and the creation and testing of new 
building systems). 

Since creating the center, Fisk has been jailed in south 

Texas, shot al in Nicaragua, and toasted in the Soviet 
Union, bu t he's also designed a model sustainable village 
for a rural Ch inese government, created envi ronmen tal­
impact maps of material flow through the building 
industry for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
and consulted on indigenous building materials for 
private architectural firms and a variety of clients. In the 
early '90s, he and wife Gail Vittori, the center's co-director, 
helped organize the City of Austin Green Building 
Program. the first of its kind in the country and a model 
fo r many other green building groups, including the 
U.S. Green Building Council. • 

C. pyr g t rr r I 



Ill 

Behind 
Closed Doors 
AVION home theater furniture is more tha n a pretty lace. 

In foci , we encourage you to kick the tires, look under the 

hood, and take it for a test drive. Yes, it's a sleek design. 

But it's what you don't see that makes AVION a true 

original. W ith integrated features like speaker and media 

storage compartments, an easy-access back panel, 

hidden wheels and an optional flot ponel TV mount, 

AVION is ready to meet the demands of the most 

challenging entertainment systems. 

AVION from BDI. 

Home theater furniture as advCJnced 

as the equipment that's in it. 
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I Conversation 

Fisk's flexible GroHome system 
(above) begins with the GroJoint, 
a basic building block for an 
entire series of structures from 
simple posts to closets, bath­
rooms, offices, and kitchens 
(right), all built from prefab­
ricated components. 

128 Dwell Dec/Jan 2006 

One of Fisk's long-held beliefs is that for a house or 
community to be truly sustainable it needs to be flexible 
enough to easily grow or shrink to fit its residents' 
changing needs. Since 2002 he's been working on the 
GroHome, a new building system that he hopes will 
help do just that.Recent ly we spoke to Fisk about the 
GroHome and the state of sustainability today. 

Is teaching sustainability different for you now than 

it was in the mid-1970s? 

Sure. I'm not constantly introducing topics that no one's 
heard of, which is what used to happen. There's more 
acceptance by the university and the faculty for what 
I'm doing. Texas A&M even created a new position for 
me- Fellow of Sustaina.ble Urbanism- in three different 
programs: landscape architecture, architecture, and 
planning. That certainly didn't exist at any university 
in the mid-'7os. 

You've been developing flexible and open building systems 

for many years now. Have you seen much progress there? 

Well, you begin to live long enough where you see 
the cycles of things. You begin to see phases repeating. 
If you're lucky, and you stick to what you're doing long 
enough, each phase picks up on the last one. Building 
systems, open building systems, flexible building sys­
tems-there has never been a discourse on these things. 
Now we're beginning to get that discourse going. 

The GroHome seems to be as much about community 

as it is about a building. 

The building system doesn't stop with building alone 
but is part of a la.rger master plan of community or 
village. You are actually considering the GroHome from 
the Grojoint all the way up to the region [it's built in] 
so that you have a sensible way of understanding your 
footprint. What we're purposefully trying to do is make 
this a continuous way of thinking that allows you to 
understand what you're doing in the long term as well 
as in the short term. It's adaptable, but you're also 
respecting the conditions and parameters of the region. 

Is it important to test your ideas, rather than just talking 

to others about them? 

Absolutely. You learn as much doing it as you do talking 
about it. We in the green building in<,h1stry need to have 
the ability to make huge mistakes. 

What are you enjoying working on most now? 

Well, it's not what you enjoy doing most. It's what begins 
to evolve at a point in time that makes sense for you to 
do it. A little bit of it is politics, and a little bit of it is who 
has the money to fund [your work). Another part of it 
is being able to adjust to the dynamics of the moment. 
Probably the reason the center has been around so long 
is that we've been able to do that. • 
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D EcoSmart Fire by the Fire Company I 
www.ecosmartfire.com 

Leave it to the inventive Aussies to come up 

with a green fireplace with aesthetic appeal. 

Avai lable in a range of attractive freestand ing 

and built-in pieces, the EcoSmart functions 

much like a fondue set, fueled by a portable 

stainless steel burner. It runs on denatured 

ethanol, which when burned off-gases only 

heat, steam, and carbon dioxide. 

Ill Firebowl by Elena Colombo I 
www.firefeatures.com 

For those who have a large yard and yearn 

for an outdoor fireplace, the Firebowl is 

bot h beautifu l and functionally green, using 

propane or natural gas for low environmental 

emissions. The standard model measures 

six feet in diameter, but each design can be 

custom-f i tted to its alfresco location. 



B Fabio Granite Gel Burner by Acantha I 
www.acanthafireplaces.com 

A coffee table that spits flame, the Fabio is 

a hunk of sustainable love that wou Id work 

well in any living space. The fuel behind this 

design is Greenheat Organic Gel, which is 

derived from sugarcane. The gel emits no 

toxins or strange gases when lit, so you can 

enjoy long nights of passion (ti la the other 

Fabio) unfettered by noxious fumes. 

l!l Ellumo Classic by Artequa I 
www.artequa.com 

Dodging the whole issue of sustainable fuel 

altogether, these Scandinavian designs use 

digital lights to create remarkably f irelike 

flames inspired by the otherworldly northern 

lights. El\umo can be mounted against 

any wall , at any height. The only downside, 

of course, is the lack of actual heat. • 



I Dwell Home II I Story by Andrew Wagner 

Long-Term Investments 
Last January, we announced the Dwell 

Home II Design Invitational with the aim of 

establishing a model for sustainable home 

bui lding in the 21st century. Los Angeles 

residents Glenn Martin and Claudia Plasencia 

offered up their plot of land in Topanga 

Canyon as the testing ground. Escher 

GuneWardena Architecture was selected 

from a group of five architects to build the 

winning design: a 2,000-square-foot home 

with a budget of approximately $500,000 

exclusive of land costs. 

The architects' current plan for the Dwell 

Home II calls for the use of many simple 

Standard Material Sustainable Material 

Impervious concrete Pervious concrete 
(solid paving) 

··-
Concrete Concrete with fly ash 

(a by-product of coal-
burning plants) 

Standard framing Forest Stewardship 
lumber Council CFSC) cert i-

tied framing lumber 

-- .,,, 

Bio-fiber pa~~i 
,., 

Plywood 

Built-up roof Green roof 
(with thermoplastic 
roof membrane 
underneath) 

Conventional Advanced onsite sep-
onsite septic tic system {septic tank 
system (septic tank with advanced fillers 
and seepage pit) and seepage pit) 

Electric boiler Solar water heating 
system (using para-
bolic evacuated tube 
collectors and solar 
storage tank) 

Standard double- High thermal perfor-
pane glazing mance glazing 

(low-e, spectrally 
selective glass) 

Local utility Photovoltaic system 
CPVs) (connected to 
the grid, net metering 
instead of battery 
storage) 
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green design approaches to building, such 

as using locally manufactured materials 

operating costs in electric consumption for 

an 80-gallon electric boi ler suitable for 

to cut down energy costs associated with the 

long-distance shipping of goods. As you might 

expect, the Dwell Home II also specifies 

many green materials but we were curious 

a three-to-four-person household can range 

between $350 and $45-0, while the yearly 

operating cost of a solar hot water system 

can range between $15 and $170. 

to find out more about their environmental 

impact and how they compare to standard 

American building materials. 

For instance, what are the long-term 

environmental benefits of a green roof? 

Do the eventual savings in operating costs 

justify a sustainable product's greater initial 

installation expense? For example, the yearly 

The following chart attempts to put these 

questions in perspective using a simplified 

version of Life Cycle Analysis, an exhaustive 

analysis of the environmental impacts 

throughout the product's entire l ife cycle. 

Our life-cycle-thinking approach was inspired 

by the Minnesota Building Materials 

Database and compiled by Chris Hammer. • 

Use in Dwell Environmental Summary Biological or Cost 
Home II Technical 

Driveway Pervious concrete al lows water to seep through and Technical 15- 20% more for 
eventually reach the water table below. Retaining water a perv1ous-concrete 
onsite is better than channeling it through the storm- driveway. 
water system where it picks up pollutants (dirt, oil) and 
dumps it directly into the ocean, lakes, or rivers. 

Foundation. driveway Fly ash can be substituted to reduce the amount Technical No significant 
retaining walls, plinth of portland cement (15% of concrete's mass) required, difference in price. 
exterior and interior which reduces greenhouse gas emissions (C02 ) from 
walls, possibly the production, the amount of material going to landfi ll, and 
roof structure possible leaching of toxins now embedded and inert 

in concrete. 

First-floor wall FSC-certified products and processes improve the Biological (wi th 15% more for FSC-
framing conditions of fast-growth forests, reduce monoculture reservations for resins, certified lumber. 

plantat ions, and seek to improve diversity of wood binders. adhesives 
sources by using local species as alternatives to used) 
fast-growth species. 

Kitchen and stor- Made from rapidly renewable agricultural waste Biological 0~15% more for 
age cabinetry, wall (wheat, rice, or sunflower) with the use of VOC-free bio-hber panel. 
paneling bio-based resin l o bind the fibers together. 

Roof waterproofing Green roofs conserve energy by reducing the urban Biological and Installation costs two 
and roof garden heat-island effect. They also improve insulation, technical to five times more 

absorb sound, and manage storm-water runoff by for green roof, offset 
reusing 1t onsite. by longer life span and 

less repairs. 

Domestic wastewater Advanced septic systems use biological processes to Technical Approx. 50-80% 
and roof/site irrigation break down waste and create purified water. The increase in price for 

filtration technology allows for the domestic reuse the whole system, 
of this water for flushing toilets, landscape irrigation. offset by significantly 
or in some.cases even potable water. " decreased water bills. 

Domestic hot Solar water heating system uses the sun to Technical Up to four times 
water supply ereate elean. renewable energy. as much in installa-

tion cost for solar, 
but operating cost is 
vastly reduced. 

Glazing enclosing High thermal performance glazing saves energy Techroical Up to 50% more for 
the living area and helps create comfortable spaces. high thermal perfor-... - mance glazing, offset 

by decreased heating 
and cooling bills. 

Supplying the house PVs provide a clean, renewable source of energy by Technical Significant initial 
with approx. 9 utilizing sunlight . They contribute 75-80% less cost increase for 
kilowatts of electricity to C02 emissions than gas cogeneration power plants. PVs. Savings accrued 
per year through PV use pays 

for investment in a 
number of years. After 
that , free electricity. 

; 
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SIEMENS 

>> it's a facelift for your kitchen. 
(we expect to sell lots of these in california.) 

Feel rejuvenated without feeling shallow. Intelligent xTronic· ranges combine patented threeD 
surround convection· cooking with nine pre-programmed cooking modes, to make cooking fast, easy 
and impressive. Equally intelligent hiDefinition· dishwashers feature a patented digital hydroSensor, 
innovative soundCheck" noise reduction system and more, to make cleanup thorough, energy· 
efficient and ultra-silent. Even so, it wouldn't bother us at all if you ignored their intelligence and 
judged them strictly on the way they looked. www.siemens-home.com/dwell • 1-877-408-8665 

"2005 8SH Home Appliances Corporation. ENERGY STAR is a U.S. registered trademark. Good Design Award awarded 
by The Chicago Athenaeum· Museum of Architecture and Design. 51002· 14·58962-1 

I 
See the full line of intelligent Siemens appliances 
at Best Buy. Visit bestbuy.com to find a store near 
you or to purchase online. 

Siemens. forward thinking » 



Treating Your Windows Right 

When it comes to investing in home improvement. few homeowners 

think about upgrading their window treatments. even though 

choices over how much and how little light you let into your space 

can affect the comfort and usability of your home tor years to 

come-as well as the value of what you keep inside 1t. 

Protect Your Goods 

The right shades and drapery go a long way toward protecting 

what's yours-whether that means bringing more warmth to your 

house. shielding memorable photographs and favorite art from 

sun damage. or guarding your family's privacy during your time 

together. 

So say the clever thinkers at Lutron Electronics. who have 

brought their decades of expertise with light dimming technology 

to a state-of-the-art system of electronic shades. providing control 

over the most variable light source of all: the sun. 

Adjust by Remote Control 

Lutron's S1vo1a QED'"' (Quiet Electronic Drive) system for roller 

shades. Roman shades. and draperies makes tugging on stubborn 

shade cords obsolete-users make all ad1ustments with a remote 

control. Full automation makes it easy to achieve the look and feel 

you want in every room. all with the touch of a button. 

Elegant technology alone, though. isn't the whole story-the 

designers have also paid considerable attention to aesthetic 

details. 

"With our roller shades. we're pleased to offer over a hundred 

fabric choices." Lutron says. 

Bring the Outdoors In 

The company's popular translucent varieties somehow bring 

the outdoors 1n without doing the reverse-plenty of light shines 

through the shade, but the neighbors can't see inside your house. 

The wide range of options also features several printed designs 

patterned after abstract expressionism and the architecture of 

Frank Lloyd Wright. 

"Most manufacturers keep things neutral to go with the widest 

variety of decor," Lutron says. "But we don't shy away from bolder 

choices or homeowners with sophisticated tastes." 

Lutron's Sivoia QED system 

has a wide range of options, 
including the sheer and the 

drapery track shown. 

www.lutron.com/dwell 

~'"":.LUTRON ?11~ 

Lutron controls your light.. 





At first look you are awestruck by the beauty of Sanus Component Furniture. And when you investigate deeper you see the strength 

of aluminum pillars blended with the character of solid hardwoods and unique features like tempered glass shelves and a wire man­

agement system. Component Furniture includes cabinets, armoires and digital TV stands that configure to your exact needs. Add the 

Sanus Convection Cooling System that allows air to flow around heat-generating AN gear like a cooling canyon breeze 

and you have Component Furniture that echoes of quality and performance. 

SANUslsvSTE M S 

T l"4 C UN I ON 0 ,- l~ORM ANO t U N C I ION 

www.sanus.com 800.359.5520 
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I Story by Sydney LeBlanc I Photos by Darcy Hemley and Marvin Rand 

Project: Solar Umbrella 
Architect: Pugh+ Scarpa Architecture 
Location: Venice, California 

c: 
0 Lawrence Scarpa has an intriguing insight as to why solar­

powered houses have yet to take the country by storm. Aside from the 
economic and political hurdles, he says. "the truth is that solar energy 
will never catch on unless people like it." He sees strong solar architec­
ture as the ultimate solution. It's a challenge he and his wife, Angela 
Brooks, have been more than willing to take on. 

·-I ' 
Scarpa and Brooks are architects and co-principals in a Santa Monica 

design firm where exploring new technologies is a daily practice. 
When it came time to build a home for themselves. they were eager 
to see how far they could go in applying their green-design know-how 
in their everyday lives. It took seven years, but they succeeded in 
creating a solar-powered house that meets their high design stan­
dards while costing almost nothing to run. By combining avant-garde 
aesthetics with sound environmental practices, they've blown 
away the lingering frumpy image that helps keep solar houses out 
of the mainstream. 

The couple's forward-thinking home started with a tiny vintage 
Spanish-style bungalow in Venice, California, which they bought and 
remodeled in 1997. "We stripped off all the hacienda charm in that 
first renovation," says Scarpa. Although the house was small, the 
property-a deep through lot with streets front and rear- was ideal 
for future expansion. The Venice location was promising, too. The 

bohemian beachside community is a well-known architectural incubator: Trendsetting 
modem houses from the likes of Frank Gehry, Lorean O'Herlihy, and David Hertz regularly 
pop up on streets lined with tall palms and colorful bungalows. Scarpa and Brooks could 
have contributed an adventurous design with conventional systems to that mix and still 
held their heads up. But their professional and personal lives propelled them in the 
direction of the house they call Solar Umbrella. 

In the 1990s, Scarpa and Brooks, through their firm Pugh+ Scarpa Architecture, gained 
a reputation for imaginative, playful design schemes outfitted with unconventional 
materials. For creative-minded clients, including a number of Los Angeles film editing and 
production studios, they came up with one innovative idea after another. They brought in 
industrial shipping containers to house Reactor Films, covered walls in Dixie cups at 
Creative Domain, and mounted translucent Ping-Pong balls on the walls at Jigsaw. In the 
their own exceptional workplace, they even hired an employee whose job is just to have ~ 
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fun experimenting with new products and materials. 
At the same time, they were becoming serious sustainability pioneers. 

Their first solar-powered effort-Colorado Court, a low-income apart­
ment house in Santa Monica-cemented their environmental commit­
ment. When the project was named a finalist in the 2003 World Habitat 
Awards, Pugh+ Scarpa became solar celebrities virtually overnight. 

The firm's breakthrough idea at Colorado Court is stunningly simple: 
Solar panels are treated as art objects-exciting new elements to be 
integrated into the overall architectural design. "I was inspired by the 
sheer beauty of solar panels," Scarpa recalls. "They rekindled an interest 
I'd had 20 years ago in school.~ 

The architects chose polycrystalline solar panels, which are vivid blue. 
Then, circumventing the traditional practice of tilting solar panels so 
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that the sun hits them at a 90 degree angle for maximum efficiency, they 
mounted them vertically on the outer walls. Set against the sage-green 
stucco building, the blue panels gleam in the sun like crushed sapphires. 

With their first solar success as a springboard, Brooks and Scarpa 
became increasingly vocal champions of sustainable design. They 
co founded the nonprofit Livable Places to fund environmentally friendly 
projects and to help build public support for sustainability. They also 
began advising the U.S. Green Building Council on developing LEED 
rating standards for this emerging field. 

Despite their busy professional lives, the couple still had energy 
for the bungalow breakout. "We'd drawn up plans for a single-story 
expansion, then our son Calder came.~ Brooks says. "He changed 
everything!" To provide private spaces for themselves and their son, .. 
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Scarpa Residence Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 
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First-Floor Plan 

A Study 
B Closet 

E Dining Room 
F Kitchen 

I Bath 
J Fish Pond 
K Jacuzzi 

Second-Floor Plan 

A Master Bedroom 
B Master Bath 

C Bedroom 
D Bath 

G Living Room 
H Laundry 

C Patio 
D Roof Below 

they designed a two-story addition to the bungalow. They also decided to flip the house, 
transforming the old backyard into a front entry courtyard. When you visit at nightfall. 
walking into the cou rtyard feels like entering a full-fledged work of contemporary art: 
a cross between a rusty steel Richard Serra sculpture and Dan Flavin's ethereal light 
installations. Opening the gate- a rusted steel plate- leads you to a gravel-bordered grass 
courtyard with a raised concrete pool, lit from within, as luminous as an aquatint. The 
water spills over into an adjacent trough where silver balls bobble. A 30-foot-long line of 
fire blazes along the front courtyard wall, suggesting a magical desert encampment. 

Then there is the arresting presence of the house itself, where ingenious 3-D special 
effects are layered onto a simple glass-walled box. On the left of the large sliding glass doors, 
there's a concrete panel imprinted with ghostly images of eucalyptus leaves gathered from 
the property. Beside it hangs a ladder like screen that's covered with, of all things, the 
bristles of industrial brooms. Overhead, the house is framed by a bold horizontal canopy 
of rusted steel beams inset with milky-white glass-encased solar panels that glow softly in 
the evening light. A similar structure is mounted vertically against the left side of the house. 
If you didn't know those steel frames encased solar panels, you could be forgiven for 
thinking they were merely an aesthetic choice. 

Crossing the threshold from the outdoor path that runs through a koi pond almost feels 
like walking on water. The front door, a great slab of cherry wood sculpted with ripples, 
opens into a double-height living room. With its glass front wall slipped into side pockets. 
the living area and courtyard merge into a single cont inuous space. Clerestory windows 
also contribute to the open-air feeling. "We wanted to live that wonderful indoor-outdoor 
California life, but with more light and space." explains Brooks. 

Upstairs. in the master bedroom suite, the indoors-out atmosphere is enhanced by a 200-

square-foot rooftop terrace. The bedroom also serves as Scarpa's painting studio. Calder, now 
six, got his own bedroom suite. "But he likes to come up here and paint on my paintings," 
Scarpa says. "This whole house is like a playhouse for him." Downstairs, the open kitchen/ ~ 
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Above, to gain extra oomph for 
the expansion, the architects 
reoriented the house, grafting a 
new living room, upstairs mas­
ter bedroom, and terrace onto 
the bungalow's rear. The old 
backyard was transformed into 
a spacious entry courtyard. 

In the din1ing/kitchen area 
(opposite), are cabinets and 
floors made of oriented strand 
board and a cherry dining table 
fabricated by Joe Cooper to 
the architects' design. 
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dining area (renovated in 1997) is in the rear, in the former bungalow. 
Sola1 Umbrella was inspired by Paul Rudolph's 1953 Umbrella House 

in Lido Shores, Florida, an icon of Sarasota School modernism that 
offered startling new climate-control interventions. To mitigate the 
scorching sun, a wooden trellis, reputedly fashioned of tomato stakes, 
covered the roof, the swimming pool and the terrace. (It has since 
been removed.) "He was my hem," says Scarpa, a Florida native. who 
as a young man worked in Rudolph's New York City architecture office. 

Brooks and Scarpa took Rudolph's trellis idea one step further, 
installing solar panels into a steel-beam canopy that shades the house 
and provides electricity. The canopy is part of a 4.5-kilowatt solar system 
that powers almost the entire 1,900-square-foot house, and the pool. 
There are 89 BP Solar amorphous photovoltaic solar panels mounted in 
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the steel-beamed structures, on the roof, and atop the carport. "It's 
not rocket science," says Brooks. "Our system is simple. We used 
normal electricity. We did the wiring diagrams. It could all be done by 
a nonprofessional." 

The solar system has a net-metered connection to the utility compa­
ny's power grid. The couple effectively sells electricity to the company 
during daylight and buys it back at night. Of the $340,000 spent on 
the addition, $34,000 went for the solar components, reduced to $11,5ro 
after rebates and tax credits. Brooks and Scarpa expect to break even 
financially in seven years-sooner if energy prices keep rising. 

"Even without rebates," Scarpa says, "we spent $34,000-about the 
cost of a new SUV- for a lifetime of free energy." They also got a very 
cool new place to live. • 
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Brooks and Scarpa (opposite) 
took an unlovable old bungalow 
that occupied a deep through 
lot, with streets front and 
rear, and transformed it into 
their dream home. The inge­
nious new solar-framed fa~ade 
is seen here. 



I Story and photos by Peter Hyatt 
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The Kropach/Catlow residence at 
Myocum, 100 miles south of Brisbane, 
Australia, is set in the hinterland near 
the surfing mecca of Byron Bay. Here, a 

subtropical climate, pristine beaches. and 
fertile farmland are home to the diverse 
industries of surfing, fishing, beef cattle, 
and farming. 

The making of this striking sustain­
able house brought together an equine 
specialist, a flight engineer, and a sure­

footed architect. Clients Louise Kropach 
and Ross Catlow were well prepared to 
take up residence in a lightweight metal 
structure, having already inhabited a 
farm shed they had erected onsite. For 

their permanent home, project architect 
James Grose produced a carefully sited, 
lightweight assembly of steel and glass. It 
rises from a disarmingly simple diagram 
and plan, and is characterized by vernacu­

lar language notable for its bolt-together 
steel frame and softly burnished clad­
ding. Its stretched veranda form, with its 
extruded, repeated elements, is a model 

of economical design. 
Kropach and Catlow found their prop­

erty a year after moving to Byron, and 
then spent the next two years p lanning. 

This low-maintenance home 
near Brisbane, Australia, exem­
plifies architect James Grose's 
design philosophy based 
around simple, lightweight 
construction techniques well 
suited to the region's subtropi­
cal climate. 

I Dwellings 

Project: Kropach/Catlow Residence 

Architect: James Grose 
Location: Myocum, Australia 

"We considered a cheaper but larger home 
from a cookie-cutter building company," 
explains Kropach. ~But this would have 
meant huge earth excavations and been 
a blight on the hillside. We didn't want 
to upset the land any more than neces­
sary, so this convinced us that we needed 

an architect." 
It took them a year to find one. "We 

wanted someone who wasn't caught up 
in their own self-importance, who loved 

simple lines and could provide a solution 
that wouldn't quickly date," says Kropach. 
"We were referred by a friend who lived 
in a house designed by James. When we 
met James, he was so excited by our prop­

erty and our thoughts about the type of 
house we wanted. We knew immediately 

we had found 'the one.'" 
The couple had moved to the Byron Bay 

area in 2000, when Kropach was facing 

serious health issues. "Ross a nd I thought 
a break from Sydney would do me good . 
Well, it certainly did. We just fell in love 
with the place and knew it was where 

we wanted to be. During that holiday we 
took a lease on a house for a year and 

returned to Sydney .. . to pack up! Since "' 
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"There's a lot of horse talk 
here, and with this place there 
is plenty of opportunity for 
interaction. My horses can play 

Mister Ed and join right in," 
says Kropach. Above, her 
mquisit1ve Andalusian steeds 
regularly socialize with guests 

via sliding windows along 
the house's mam north-facmg 
elevation. 
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The home's stretched veranda 
form is a model of economic 
and democratic design of 
extruded and repeated ele-

ments. It's no accident that 
this generates major cost 
savings, thermal efficiencies, 
and is generous in shared 

amenities for all residents. 
The terrier, however, is mostly 
interested in the view from 
his eye level. 

a r I 



Kropach/Catlow Residence North Elevation 

Floor Plan 

A Water Tanks 
B Bedroom 
C Master Bath 

rn 

D Master Bedroom 
E Kitchen 
F Entry 

F 0 Ri 
o~~ 

G Dining/living 
H Deck 

moving here, my health has improved enormously." 
In Byron Bay, Kropach saw an opportunity to return to 

the world of horses, her childhood passion. She can now 
use her home as a base for her horse-training business. 
"With time on my hands I immediately found a great 

group of 'horsey' people here who introduced me to a 
study program for equine behavior called Parelli Natural 
Horsemanship. It has been my focus and interest ever 
since. Ross went along with it all, just happy I was doing 
something I loved." 

For Catlow, a commercial flight engineer, the house 
provides another good reason to look forward to h is 

return home from extensive international travel. With 
its winglike blade roof and screens, the home is a low­

tech version of the high-tech craft he helps fly. "I'm inter­
ested in design that is focused on maximum efficiency," 
he explains. "The house is quite unfussed. It exhibits a 
great economy of materials and assembly, bu t has a sim­

plicity that takes a great deal of effort to achieve." 
As for their architect, he sees the house, and residential 

design in general. as a vital opportunity to design in 
an environmentally responsible way. "This house dem­

onstrates that you can interact with, rather than impose 
yourself on, the natural landscape," says Grose. 

Sited on an east-west axis to take in views of Mt. 
Warning, the home has an elevated ground floor incor­
porating two bedrooms with views to the north. A deck 

lowellings 

East Elevation 

Jlii ISP 
West Elevation 

on the western end provides h ighly functional additional 
floor space despite low overall square footage. Adjustable 

broad-bladed louvers provide the fine level of b reezeway 
comfort control. Sliding walls and windows further 

blur the inside-outside experience while glass louvers are 

used to generate effective cross ven tilation. An extended, 
raking roof line to the north shields summer sun yet 

captures winter light. 
Standard housing developments tend to cause no 

small amount of environmental problems- not least 
upsetting the natural ground absorption and drainage 
patterns with consequent effects on water supply and 

quali ty. In contrast, the Kropach/Catlow house reflects 
strong sustainable-design principles, a factor that 

appealed greatly to its owners. The construction mate­
rials and assembly used are highly reusable, and offer 
an effective environmental solution. "When the time 
eventually comes, it can be unscrewed, unbolted, put on 

a truck, and used again with very little environmental 
impact," says Grose, though he predicts the house has a 
long future on the site. 

Kropach's assessment bears this out: "Living here is a 

natural observatory," she says. "Lying in bed beneath the 
moon and stars is magical. It connects us to gorgeous 
views and gives us a real sense of belonging. After all our 
years of traveling around the world, we finally have our 
piece of paradise that we can call home." • 
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Purchased by the pound from 
a local salvage yard, street 
signs from Reno, Nevada, were 
crafted into a one-of-a-kind 
fence (opposite). As seen from 
below, highway signs from 
California make for a unique 
exterior detail (below). 
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If you haven't seen a Toyota Prius on the road, chances 
are you haven't been on a road lately. The heralded gas­
electric hybrid sedan, with its semifuturistic counte­
nance, leads the world in hybrid sales. Toyota has already 
sold over 50,000 Priuses in the first half of 2005, outpac­
ing the rival Honda Civic Hybrid by 40,000. If you haven't 
noticed many Civic Hybrids out there, it's not just due 
to disappointing sales figures, but rather because the 
Civic looks identical to its gas-guzzling older sibling. 
If there's a lesson to be learned, it's this: If you're going 
to go green, it pays to be conspicuous. 

But is the same true for architecture? "I think it's 
actually the opposite," contends Katy Hollbacher, 
program manager of the nonprofit organization Build 

It Green. "Green building is currently very similar to 
conventional building as far as aesthetics go." However, 
in Berkeley, California, at the busy in tersection of 
Dwight Way and Martin Luther King Jr. Way. sits a 
notable exception. With a fence made from street signs, 
awnings crafted from hatchback windows, traffic-sign 
siding, and a gate fashioned out of Volvo station wagon 
doors, the Dwight Way, a mixed-use urban-infill project 
designed, built, and developed by Leger Wanaselja 
Architecture, is nothing if not conspicuous. 
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"The response was overwhelming," says architect Cate 
Leger, recalling the open houses held for prospective 
buyers of the condominium units in 2004. "It was a 
mob scene," adds her husband and fellow architect Karl 
Wanaselja. "There was a line around the block." 
Although the Dwight Way, with its unusual use of 
unusual materials, may not be the norm when it comes 
to sustainable building, the visibi lity of certain green 
elements made for lasting impressions and quick sales. 
Wanaselja reports, "The woman who bought the unit in 
front told us she changed her route to work so she could 
drive by every day to check up on the progress." While 
green building has pull, especially in left-leaning eco­
conscious Berkeley, the resounding success of overtly 

green Dwight Way (and the Toyota Prius, for that matter) 
suggests that perhaps the first step to turning around 
public opinion is to turn heads. 

The project, which the architects conceived in two 
phases (a renovation, followed by new construction), 
began in 20or when Leger and Wanaselja purchased 
a run-down building that was originally a corner store 
with apartments above. " It was this warren of rooms, 
where every possible space, even the closets, had been 
turned into bedrooms," says Leger, touring one of the ... 

Project: The Dwight Way 

Architect: Leger Wanaselja Architecture 

Location: Berkeley, California 
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Resident s park their bikes 
under t he stairs (opposite), 
which lead to the second-floor 
units. Street signs provide 
an exterior siding, and were 
also bent into railings (left). 

Cate Leger (above) waters 
a plum tree, which the couple 
hoped would survive construc­
tion. She recounts, " We wanted 
to call it Plum Court, but didn' t 
know if the tree would make 
it. Most developers name their 
project after what they've ruined 
to make it, so we decided 
against it." 
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now sun-lit and airy 820-square-foot condominiums. 
"We got mail for 2 3 different residents the month after 
we bought it." adds Wanaselja incredulously. 

As soon as the building permits arrived, the pair, who 
also served as the project contractors, first divided the 
building into four units, keeping as much of the original 
structure in place as possible. Although the Dwight 
Way wears its sustainability on ilS eaves, throughout the 
renovation every aspect was considered for maximum 
eco-sensitivity. Windows were punched into the 
southern elevation, allowing for greater passive heating. 
The building was insulated with blown cellulose, which 
consists of shredded newspapers and phone books. 
Old-growth Douglas fir and redwood were salvaged 
during demolition and reused as windowsills, walls. floor 
patches, and custom doors. Embossed wainscoting, 
laying dormant under a century's worth of plaster and 
bad paint jobs, was restored to offer a historical decora­
tive touch. Terrazzo kitchen counters consist ing of 
recycled glass in a concrete matrix were commis­
sioned from Berkeley-based Counter Production. Low­
flow dual-flush toilets and energy-saving Scandinavian 
kitchen appliances were installed to reduce utility 
demands. 

While these features of the Dwight Way read like a 
green building checklist, Leger and Wanaselja cross into 
more experimental territory with their use of recycled car 
parts and street signs. Being the designers, contractors, 
and developers offered the couple a unique opportunity 
to explore their unique ideas. "It's hard to get a client 
who says, 'Do me a place with car parts and street signs,' 
but we can do it for ourselves and people can respond 
to it." Wanaselja explains. In the estimation of Build 
It Green's Hollbacher, it's a positive move that keeps 
items out of the landfill and saves resources that would 
otherwise be used on virgin materials. 

In a phase-one condominium, the glass rear hatches 
of Mazda RX-7s are used as protective railings along the 
stairs. Wanaselja, obviously no stranger to the salvage 
yard, goes into further detail. "I look for ones that still 
have some hardware so it makes it possible to attach 
to a building-the glass is tempered, so if you try and drill 
a hole it will break." "But it meets code!" Leger adds with 
a laugh. In the bathroom, a closer look reveals that what 
seem to be ordinary glass shelves are in fact windows from 
Volkswagen Karmann Ghias. "Those are hard to find," 
Wanaselja points out. Furthering the automotive dis­
course, Porsche 924 hatches are used as awnings above .. 
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Karl Wanaselja, with clicker in 
hand, redefines "gated comm­
unity." Acting as the contractor, 
he worked closely with a gate 
fabricator to assemble the 
unusual entrance. "I wanted 
to find an orange one," he says, 
referring to the Volvo hatches, 
" but finding seven silver ones 
was hard enough." 
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many of the exterior entrances, and a gate to the parking 
lot is crafted from hovering Volvo station wagon doors. 

Other salvaged materials come in the form of st reet 
signs, bought by the pound at the local dump. On the 
building's south elevation these are reversed and 
brushed, creating aluminum scales that reflect brightly 
in the afternoon sun. Elsewhere the signs are bent into 
outdoor lights, stair railings, and eaves and fabricated 
into fences (in one case, reversed one-way signs create 
a peculiar homage to the picket fence). 

The original lot purchased as part of phase one was 
large enough to accommodate an other structure, so 
construction began on the ground-up phase two in 2003. 

For Leger and Wanaselja, building green doesn't just 
mean using the right materials, it extends into living 
with smaller, more manageable spaces- a democratizing 
of resources. Sitting parallel to the renovated comer 
building, with a narrow garden and pathway between, 
phase two borrows from and evo.tves the design vocabu­
lary developed during phase one. 

It's not unexpected, then, that the architects' ecologi­
cal approach extends to every aspect of the building. The 
concrete slabs employed 50 percent fly ash, a waste 
product of coal burning. The natural plaster walls were 

left unpainted and removed the need for caulk and 
trim. A system of dry wells was dug to keep graywater 
runoff onsite. Car parts and street signs make appear­
ances throughout-as railings, shelves, awnings, siding, 
light ing, and fences. 

As developers, and green developers at that, the couple 
took a risk with the Dwight Way. "We were cantilevered 
way out there," Wanaselja jokes as only architects 
can. "The number crunching was scary." The response, 
however, has been overwhelmingly positive-a new 
renovation and infill project is already in the works. "It's 
a way of expressing our values," intones Leger, "and an 
outlet for our creative channels." 

For anyone who knows Berkeley, a place long associ­
ated with vociferous manifestations of counterculture, 
the Dwight Way, with its overt ly green approach, seems 
a perfect architectural summation of the city's values. 
Like so much in this island of blue (the political blue, that 
is) it's hard not to wonder how the Dwight Way would 
be regarded were it built elsewhere: as a mere roadside 
curiosity, or as impetus for greater, more positive change 
in the way the public perceives housing? Leger and 
Wanaselja are positive it's the latter. We'll reserve judg­
ment until Detroit unveils its first fuel-cell pickup truck.• 

Hatches f rom Mazdas (below 
left) create a unique railing 
in one of the condos. Large 
amounts of natural light spill 
in from the new skylights. 
Resident Jennie Haydel is an 
artist who works with reclaimed 
materials. 

The multitalented Wanaselja 
(opposite) admires his handi· 
work f rom a second-story 
landing on the phase-two units. 
More car hatches create 
distinct awnings. 
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of all energy consumed by the U.S. (the largest energy 
consumer in the world), they don't quantify the furniture 
industry's piece of the pie. In home-ecology terms, fur­
niture doesn't have polluting sore-thumb status of vinyl 
siding or inefficient kitchen appliances, for example. 

But a number of environmental issues plague the fur­
niture industry. To name a few: the uses of nonrenewable 
and rain forest woods, petroleum plastics, mined metals, 
and toxic sealing and finishing chemicals. Some such 
substances release carcinogenic gas into the homes they 
occupy. Postconsumer, too much furniture inundates 
landfills. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
defines "durable household products" as ones that last at 
least three years- a rather absurd benchmark that points 
to the prevalence of planned obsolescence. 

In fact, a handful of furniture makers are working to 
rectify the situation- and conceiving a host of theories 
about solutions. Central to the discussion is the architect 
and world-renowned sustainability proselytizer William 
McDonough, who was instrumental to the green build­
ing movement in the rnid-'8os, and in 2002 published the 
design-oriented, manifesto Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the 
Way We Make Things. Cowritten with a corroborating 
chemist, Micheal Braungart, Cradle to Cradle immediately 
earned core status in most design curricula. 

The book physically exemplifies its own message with 
a "treeless" corn position-the pages are made of recy­
clable plastics and the ink is removable and nontoxic. 
Our culture, the book says, "takes, makes and wastes," 
rapidly consuming and disposing of products. Therefore, 
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products should be made of either renewable, biodegrad­
able materials or materials that can be recycled without 
reduces the material's quality. 

Among the Cradle to Cradle case studies-compa-
nies that have executed admirable transitions to more 
sustainable production practice- is the Michigan-based 
furniture giant Herman Miller. In 1993, McDonough's 
architectural firm rebuilt Herman Miller's factory, 
renaming it "The GreenHouse" for its newly ample 
natural light and ventilation. The authors praise the new 
facility and add: "Many companies might have stopped 
there, satisfied that they had created visible evidence 
of their concern for the environment. Herman Miller's 
leaders, however, understood that the company's impact 
extended well beyond its home in western Michigan 
through supply and distribution chains that literally 
span the world." 

In other words, the company revamped the composi­
tion of all its products. "We looked back retrospectively," 
says Peter Wise, international marketing manager for 
Herman Miller. "We examined the materials in the Aeron 
and Caper chairs, and altered them to reduce environ­
mental impact and increase recyclability-often chang­
ing suppliers and retooling. We came out with the Mirra 
chair, the first office task chair to meet the protocol of the 
BREEnvironrnental Assessment Method [www.breearn. 
org]. The protocol says that the product should be easy 
to dismantle to its component parts, by untrained people 
with ordinary tools, and that each component should be 
labeled as to its recycling method. • 
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Jonas Hauptman, another Michigan-based furn-
iture maker and sustainability advocate, who works on 
a smaller scale, also finds praise for Herman Miller. 
"Responsible design and manufacture is about making 
something that doesn't become obsolete because it's bad 
design or breaks easily. A few of the older American com­
panies, Herman Miller the first one, are making products 
that embody those values. I'm speaking specifically 
about the Aeron chair, which is so well designed and 
made that it will be reused and reused." 

Hauptman's company, Hauptman Products Inc, sells 
a high-end sustainable chair line, reSeat, to residential 
and contract markets. "They're made of flaked aspen," he 
explains, "a farmed wood from Northern Michigan that's 
kind of similar to grove bamboo- very fast-growing. 
It's typically used for paper. Most people would say 

that furniture made of mahogany [a rain forest wood) 
has intrinsic value based on its materiality-whereas 
a wood composite doesn't. What I'd say is that if this 
renewable, recyclable wood composite performs better, 
and has just as much workmanship applied to it, then we 
ought to rethink our ideas about what materials should 
be commodified." 

High-end flaked-aspen furniture is also high-priced, 
Hauptman admits, going back to his sustainability tenet: 
"The premise that everything is going to be thrown away 
is pessimistic. Things get thrown away because market­
ers have promoted products with short life spans. If we 
build products that last, we've made a huge step in the 
right direction. I'm trying to shift peoples' thinking, and 
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say there's more than one way to skin this cat." 
Emiliano Godoy, a Mexican industrial designer who 

works with both Mexican and U.S. clients, has a differ­
ent perspective. Godoy earned his master's in industrial 
design at New York's Pratt Institute with a thesis project 
on biodegradable disposable products made from sugar 
(including coat hooks and table lamps). He is currently 
teaming up with Brooklyn-based product designer Erika 
Hanson to develop furniture made from Maplex, a bio­
degradable and recyclable cellulose fiber-based material 
bound with heat, pressure, and water, for a U.S.-based 
manufacturer called Weidmann. 

"One of my big conclusions is that it doesn't matter 
how long you keep a product," Godoy says. "Even if a 
piece of furniture lasts three or four generations, that's 
nothing if you think in seven-generation ecological 

terms. As a designer, I think it's arrogant to say, 'I'm going 
to design something without thinking about its disposal 
because it's so great people will keep it for generations.'" 

Asked about recycling, Godoy responds, "It's a myth. 
For instance, most plastics are recyclable, but when 
you see the figures, something like 8 percent actually 
get recycled. The fact that Cradle to Cradle is recyclable 
is pretty cool, but let's say I buy that book, I come to 
Mexico, and eventually it has to be disposed of-am I 
going to send it back to the U.S. for recycling? Most of the 
world doesn't have the distribution or infrastructure for 
recycling. As designers, we can play dumb and say, 'We're 
working with recyclable materials,' but I think it's our 
responsibility to go one step further and ask, is there an ~ 
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infrastructure to recycle it?" Godoy's solution- to make 
products disposable by compost- is compellingly futur­
istic. "There are not enough biological, carbon-neutral 
materials available," he points out. "My goal is to make 
more. It's not that they won't work, it's just that we have 
r 50 years of research in metals and plastics, and we're 
only starting out with the other." Directly addressing 
Earth's carbon cycle, his idea offers a hypothetical solu­
tion to the fundamental cause of global warming. 

He also touches on what might be the most immedi­
ate concern: availability. It's often difficult for designers 
to track down responsible raw materials that already 
exist. In New York-a city where one expects to find just 
about anything- Bart Bettencourt, furniture designer 
and co-founder of Brooklyn-based Bettencourt Green 
Building Supplies, saw this need while researching green 

materials in 20or. "I found good ones out there, but 
they were in California, Europe, or Canada. They were 
extremely difficult to attain in the East Coast. When I 
called up lumberyards and asked them to start carrying, 
for instance, bamboo plywood, they didn't want to take 
the risk." So he started his own distribution company. 
The first container arrived in 2004, and business is grow­
ing steadily. 

The "risk: Bettencourt explains, is the X-factor of 
trying new materials. "Especially in New York, where 
the time constraints tend to be very tight," he explains, 
"it makes a huge difference having the material in hand 
to pitch to clients. We can also tell builders how it 
holds screws, how it takes finish, how the edges hold up. 
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I personally think people want to do the right thing envi· 
ronmentally, but it's like the chicken and the egg- you 
have to make it easy for them." 

While Green Building Supplies addresses materials 
at their start- for example, assuring a line of shelves is 
made of a renewable, zero-formaldehyde sunflower-seed 
board- Bettencourt also shares a furniture line with 
partner Carlos Salgado, made from reclaimed wood 
scraps and named Scrapile. "It started when I was doing 
carpentry for exhibits at the Guggenheim" he recalls. 
"I was astonished by how much usable wood they were 
dumping." The Guggenheim's dump is now one of many 
urban sources for Scrapile's unique building material­
a beautiful striated board of fused wood bits, used for 
shelves, chairs, benches, tables, and lamps. 

Bettencourt has big dreams for Scrapile, as he explains 

it could work "anywhere people generate waste from 
industry. It could be a community-based program in Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, Boston. If we put together 
all that waste, there's a good chance we'd have enough 
to make all the new furniture we need." 

"But," he concludes, pulling our discussion out to mac­
rocosmic, hypothetical realms, "in an ideal world we'd 
start with roo percent renewable resources from the get­
go, and aJI our waste would be biodegradable, with zero 
toxins, good to go back into the earth." Bettencourt has 
just done something perilous: He mentioned the ideal 
world, by all accounts a nonexistent place. But if idealism 
is what drives the-ingenuity that might lead us to a better 
future-furniture and all-more power to it. • 
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I Story by Matthew Stadler 

Mark Lakeman (left) is the 
co-founder of the ReBuilding 
Center, a nonprofit in Portland, 
Oregon, that recycles five 
tons of old building parts and 
then sells tllose parts to more 
than 200 customers daily. 

I Photos by John Clark I Sustainability 

Boasting an inventory that changes by the hour, the 
ReBuilding Center in Portland is North America's largest 
nonprofit resource for used building materials. 

In r 995, when Mark Lakeman returned to Portland, 
Oregon, from the Guatemalan rain forest, he decided to 
build a teahouse. The 34-year-old designer had moved 
to th e Sell wood neighborhood, near a nondescript 
intersection. One day, he decided to create a sort of 
com munal space there, combining salvaged materials 
he'd been collecting for some time and weaving walls 
from branches, flowering vines, and salvaged lumber. 
The structure stretched from the sidewalk into an 
overgrown Jot. Fabric and fiberglass formed a translucent 
roof. Cushions and overstuffed chairs furnished the 
space. On Mondays, neighbors gathered in the evening 
for tea and potluck suppers. Everyone used it but no one 
t ruly owned it. When the city finally pulled the plug, 
Lakeman dismantled the quirky structure and redistrib­
uted the parts to more permanent buildings. 

This is the story Lakeman tells when asked about 
his design for the brand-new 40,000-square-foot store 
for Portland's sustainable emporium known as the 
ReBuilding Center: "The design really started when I met 
Shane." Shane Endicott, who founded the center (which 
is a nonprofit project under the umbrella of Our United 
Villages), had been managing a wood depot at the nearby 
St. Vincent de Paul's, when he visited the teahouse. 
Lakeman's use of salvaged material to bring together 
a community echoed Endicott's continuing work in the 
salvage business, and the two began a friendship that 
deepened in 1998, when the wood depot outgrew St. 
Vincent's and Endicott started the ReBuilding Center. 

Portland writer Randy Gragg calls the vast store 
"a Crate & Barrel for a parallel universe." The Re Building 
Center is a graceful, economical piece of architecture, 
but as Lakeman's tale makes clear, it is also the face of 
a much more profound kind of design. "Buildings are the 
material expression of a community," Lakeman says. 

"To design a building I cul tivate friendships. I help 
communities talk about their problems and the plans 
emerge from there." 

Lakeman is no anomaly in Portland. The city's long­
standing interest in sustainable economies- which 
includes a 30-year legacy of strong urban-growth 
boundaries, robust bike an d mass transit, and progressive 
green initiatives- has recently been irrigated by a huge 
influx of younger designers, many attracted by the city's 
burgeoning green and recycling initiatives. (Portland has 
more LEED-certified green buildings than any other U.S. 
city.) Lakeman came from Eugene, where he had trained 
as an architect with Alcibiades Tsolakis and Thomas 
Hacker at the University of Oregon. He then joined 
Portland's signature big firm, ZGF, in 1987. He bounced 
from there to an even larger commercial firm, and then 
quit in order to travel. After eight years, and a life. 
changing stay in Guatema'la ("! learned how to listen 
and be still") he returned to Portland. 

After the teahouse disappeared, Lakeman's Sellwood 
neighbors wanted to harness the community atmosphere, 
and so Lakeman and Endicott founded City Repair, 
a community-organizing nonprofit, to help them trans­
form the intersection into a piazza. "City Repair kind 
of grew hand-in-hand with the ReBuilding Center," says 
Lakeman. "We'd go into a ·new neighborhood and get 
everyone talking about their hopes, and from that we'd 
generate a project that everyone could work on. Shane 
always had the materials we needed, plus he was running 
the ReBuilding Center the same way. It not only supplied 
materials for the neighborhood, but it gave jobs to the 
community and became a real public resource." 

Within City Repair (with its mission to "help others 
to creatively transform the places where they live") 
Lakeman structured a design offshoot he caJis ~ 
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Communitecture. Under this name he and a handful 
of collaborators- including Christine Young, who along 
with architectural intern Jon Cherry produced all 
the building documents for the ReBuilding Center­
established a design collective that offers architectural 
services to those willing to engage their unusually 
dispersed method. "What we mostly do is sit around and 
drink wine or coffee, and talk and listen," Lakeman says. 
"I don't charge for my time. I'm in it for the friendships. 
The fees kick in only after a project goes into the 
computer and I have to start paying someone to work." 
Communitecture pays Lakeman a salary and he donates 
his time to the all-volunteer City Repair. 

This question of money and its movement is not 
peripheral to the story of the ReBuilding Center. It is 
essential. Endicott expressly asks that all ReBuilding 
Center materials be sold at less than half of "new" cost; 
prices are dropped if a buyer needs something but can't 
afford it. "We'll tum down offers two or three times 
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higher if it means getting the stuff to someone in the 
nearby community," Endicott says. His early encounter 
with Lakeman reinforced his vision of what the 
ReBuilding Center could become. "Mark understood the 
community dimensions," Endicott says. "He saw that it's 
about building a strong social fabric. It's not just about 
selling recycled scraps. You can do this with anything." 

Lakeman says the most productive City Repair projects 
begin where there is no money. "When everybody 
volunteers and you get resources moving around without 
money, you form some really lasting bonds. If there's 
no liquid capital, social capital grows to fill the void." 
At the center, this same ethic of volunteerism resulted in 
astonishingly low square-footage costs. The new building 
came in at under $45 per square foot, including the cost 
of a seismic upgrade for an existing 25,000-square-foot 
structure. This is the project's most radical element: If 
money is a kind of power that is licensed and controlled 
by a central authority, the power inherent in other .,. 

The exterior and interior views 
of the ReBuilding Center. 
Hundreds of reused windows 
form a frieze that bands the 
building (left); inside, every­
thing from nails to sinks to 
"miscellaneous" can be found. 
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It's like a candy store for 
DIYers: The bustling center 
is a popular destination for 
homeowners, contractors, 
artists, and enthusiasts 
interested in building with 
affordable, environmentally 
low-impact materials. 
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forms of capital-labor, affilia tion, materials, intelli­
gence-provides a radically unrestricted reserve. Grow 

that and you grow the power of the disenfranchised. 
Every American city could use a ReBuilding Center 

or a City Repair, and many already have them. In Palo 
Alto, California, for i nstance, Whole House Building 

Supply & Salvage resells salvaged materials from their 

building demolitions at a sprawling warehouse, while 
in Washington, D.C., Green HOME works with Habitat 

for Humanity to recycle old building materials into new 
affordable housing. 

Given its founders' commitment to community, it's 
not surprising to find that the Re Building Center displays 
some of the openness and democratic clarity of a giant 
modernist shed. Although Lakeman first imagined 

"a kind of goth ic forest of columns" composed of two­
by-fours, he ultimately chose to open the space up with 
long spans of recycled steel supporting a shed roof. 

"The building's function is essential to the mission of the 
center," explains Lakeman. "We weren't about to sacrifice 

functionality in order to forward the aesthetic." 
Lakeman worked only with recycled materials, making 

exceptions for concrete and some polymer-based trans­

lucent roofing. "The trade-off was the light. The building 
can function almost entirely without electricity during 
the day because the light coming through the roof is 
so substantial." Lakeman also added an element that he 

ad mi ts "really was part of my agenda": a tall cob entry­
way made of hand-packed mud, sand, and straw at the 
center of the front fac;ade, a piece of natural architecture 
by Lydia Doleman tha t Lakeman believes is consonant 
with the ReBuilding Center's commitment to sustainabil­
ity, and foregrounds a practice that will ultimately 
empower disenfranchtsed communities. "It's made of dirt 

with your hands," he explains. "No one can take that 
from you." • 
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I Story by Peter Moore Smith I Il lustration by Shonagh Rae 

"This. Is. It." I walked up and down over 

the warped and broken f loorboards, tracing 

a finger across a wall-sized hand-painted 

mural of what appeared to be an angry deer 

lurking behind some black trees. 

"This. Is. Horrible." Brigette looked at 

me in despair. 

"Al l these walls," I gestured wild ly, "can 

come down." 

We were alone in the third-f loor Tribeca 

loft we had read about just that morning in 

the New York Times. I had asked the woman 

showing us the space if we could have a 

few minutes to ourselves. I knew I had to 

convince my wife that what she was seeing­

and smelling- was only temporary, that a 

full-scale renovation would transform it into 

the glorious New York City loft of our 

imaginat ions. 

"Forget what you're looking at," I said. 

"Forget everything." I came up behind her. 

" Imagine that none of these little rooms 

are here," I whispered. " Imagine the space." 

We had just been given a tour of the seven 

or eight little rooms that had been carved 

into the 2,000-or-so-square-foot expanse­

weird, windowless enclosures skillfully 

designed, it seemed, to provoke feelings of 

alienation and despair. 

"Well," Brigette acknowledged, "it is 

pretty big." 

And so there followed three years of 

almost unendurable torture. Hiring a crew. 

Demolishing the floors, ceilings, and walls 

(including the lovely mural). Designing 

the space. The rough framing. The plumbing. 

Oh, you want water going through these 

pipes? That's $10,000 extra. Electricity? 

Oh, you mean everywhere in the apartment? 

Ventilation. A gas line. A furnace. And 

mil lions of other things that, trust me, you 

never thought about in your entire life and 

that only seem to be avai lable at $10,000 a 

shot. Did I mention the mice that scamp­

ered and cavorted beneath our bed at night 

because the walls were open to the elements? 

Or t hose early days when the only way to 

get into the place was to climb the f ire 

escape, go in through the window, and hop 

precariously from beam to beam? 

Because Brigette and I couldn't afford 

to take on a new mortgage and pay rent on 

our old apartment, we moved in as early 

as we could- which meant before there was 

hot water, before there was air-conditioning, 

before there were floors, before, I'll be 

honest, it was habitable. We pushed our bed 

into the middle of what would later become 

the kitchen and covered it with an enormous 

plastic tarp to keep the sawdust out of the 

sheets. We cooked our meals on a hot 

plate and took our showers at the gym. We 

breathed the fumes of that caustic stuff they 

use to remove paint from brick wal ls. We 

read books by the glare of construction 

lamps. Some mornings we woke up to f ind 

carpenters placidly reading the paper over 

a cup of coffee a few feet from our bed. 

Every night I said, "Trust me, sweetheart, 

t his is going to be amazing, beautiful, 

fantastic." And every night Brigette cried. 

But gradually, slowly, incrementally, after 

a million timid steps forward and a thousand 

painful steps back, things started to change. 

On the day we got hot water there were 

tears of joy instead of despair. One day we 

had a floor, not just a plywood subfloor, but 

an actual expanse of honey-colored birch. 

After living through clouds of dust from 

the sanding and polishing of the Sheetrock, 

a powder that permeated every piece of 

c lothing and coated every object, we looked 

around one afternoon at clean, high walls 

of white. The hot plate gave way to a profes­

sional stove. The bed was pushed into the 

actual bedroom. Furniture was unpacked. 

Brigette picked up some daisies and put 

them in a vase. We stood in the same spot 

we had stood on the day I talked her into 

moving here and marveled at every miniscule 

detail, observing a hushed silence, awed at 

all that we had done and gone through, unti l 

finally Brigette sighed and said, "I think we 

need to redo the kitchen." ... 
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Before You Renovate 
Finding the perfect home sometimes means 
creating it. Renovation can require as much 
effort in the planning as in the execution so 
you'll need some patience-and you should 
arm yourself with as much knowledge as 
possible before jumping in. Here are some 

essentials to consider: 

Know Thyself 
Know what you 're working with and what you 

need. For instance, you may want to preserve 

gorgeous historical details in the kitchen 

while installing cutting-edge appliances. 

Consider what you want both lune! ionally 

and aesthetically. How do you use and want 

to use your house? Which materials, textures, 

patterns, colors, and finishes do you want 

to wake up to and go to bed with? 

Get Help 
Any time you renovate beneath the surface, 

moving structures or services around, it's 

wise to consult an architect. They'll allow you 

to budget more accurately, get more va lue 
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for your money, and find, contract, and act 

as an intermediary between you and your 

contractor. Be sure to check references-and 

not just one reference but three. 

Hire the Right Person 
Look for licensed professionals with whom 

you can communicate and whose aesthetic 

is in sync with your own. Architects can 

document existing conditions and translate 

your wishes into precise plans and speci­

fications that can then be understood by 

a builder. Often, having an architect is 

compulsory in order to get a building permit. 

Design-Build 
To eliminate the middle man, hire a design­

build team. Once a euphemism for contrac­

tors trying to shave time and money off the 

project, today's design-build teams take 

an integrated approach. "The design informs 

and improves the building," says Thomas 

Wright, of Atlas Industries, "and the building 

informs and improves the design." 

Conform to Code 
Find out if you need a building permit and 

get one by checking with your local building 

department. If you build without a permit, 

it could come back to haunt you if you ever 

want to sell your house. Even years later, 

you will be required to make the changes 

legal, which takes both (more) time and 

(more) money. 

Plan for the Unexpected 
Building is unpredictable and renovation 

is even more so. Make sure· you and your 

contractor set aside contingency sums of at 

least 15 percent of the estimated tota l cost 

of the project. Contractors will sometimes 

bui ld contingencies into their bids, but if 

you don't see one, ask. Even if a contingency 

is included, smart cl ients will squirrel away 

their own. " 

l 
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Remaining Sane While Your Home Is Dismantled 
Be Flexible 

Sticking obstinately to the original schedule 

and budget is challenging, and sometimes 

unwise, especially during a gut renovation. 

Face this reality before you begin: Those who 

wi ll not bend may break. 

Get Out 

Any designer or contractor wortlt their salt 

will tell you: The best way to not lose your 

mind during a renovation is to live elsewhere 

while you're doing it. Have a place to 

go, away from sweaty strangers, crumbling 

plaster, and daily surprises. 

Be Early 

Designer Oliver Freundlich of MADE urges 

you to make decisions down to t i le, grout, 

and finish details and have everything your 

builders will need delivered to your door 

before they arrive. This insures that workmen 

won't sit idle or, even worse, disappear for 

a couple of days. 
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Schedule Some Quality Time 

In Good House Hunting: 20 Steps to Your 

Dream Home, Dennis Wedlick recommends 

scheduling regular meetings with the entire 

team to review progress (or lack thereof), 

l isten and communicate carefully and 

professionally, and update the construction 

schedule and budget. Avoid making decisions 

during the meeting; final decisions should 

be delivered afterwards- in writing. 

Spend Time With Your Choices 

Always request samples of your materials­

countertops, light-switch plates, wall 

coverings, etc.- and make sure that, when 

you see them in combination, the elements 

correspond to each other and to your taste. 

You may be l iving together for a long time. 

Be Resourceful 

In Good House, Cheap House, Kira Obolensky 

suggests some clever ways to keep costs 

down without skimping on good design, such 

as renewing elements instead of replacing 

them, compromising and splurging strategi­

cally, and using off-the-shelf products 

creatively (instead of costly customizations). 

Ditch the Chips 

Abandon the paint chip, all ye who enter 

here. Paint an entire wall and watch the 

paint dry, literally, before committing to 

a particular color. 

Mock It Up 

Just as you request samples from materials 

companies, don't be afraid to ask for mock­

ups from your builder, full-scale or smaller. 

Pause to Reassess 

"If you gut your bathroom or kitchen, pause 

after the demolition to reassess the situa­

tion," says Freundlich. "This is a cr itical 

moment." Once you rip open your walls, you 

may need to adjust to the reality of rotten 

pipes and rampant mold-or you may 

discover a design opportunity inside . .. 



WORKING FROM HOME NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD 
THE BOLTZ CLASSIC 3 PIECE OFFICE SET, JUST $1,499 
Whether you work from home or the corner office, give your work place a promotion with Boltz Office Furniture. 

we combine steel and gloss to create unique. contemporary, and modern furniture that is as beautiful as it is strong. 

Select from our Classic (shown). Lott series. or Stainless Steel office collections. Available in pre-configured sets. or 

individual pieces to suit your space. Visit us online to see our complete line of Lifestyle and A/V Furniture. 
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WWW. BOLTZ.COM I 877.804.7650 I SALES@BOLTZ.COM 



I Renovation 101 I Story by Shonquis Moreno 

Face Off: Looking Good on the Outside 
The husband-and-wife architectuire team 

Halpert & Ruiz know that if a house's face 

is pretty from the outside and views are good 

from within, as a landlord you wil l have an 

easier time finding good tenants. The brown­

stone they bought in the Bronx wasn't 

I ivable when they began their renovation. 

The plumbing was nearly useless and there 

were only 40 amps of power coming into 
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the entire four-family building (instead of 

the standard 100 amps per apartment). 

Because it was a tenement, the layout was 

bleak with a great deal of space wasted on 

corridors and crepuscular inner rooms with 

only a single window looking smack onto 

a brick wal l. The pair decided that merely 

repa iring or replac ing the basics, putting up 

some drywall, and slapping on a few coats of 

Architect: Halpert & Ru iz 

Project: Brownstone renovation 

Location: Bronx, New York 

paint wouldn't have been worth their trouble. 

The result was the equivalent of a backless 

cocktail dress: Halpert & Ruiz replaced 

almost an entire four-story brick wall and 

its f ire escapes with a ribbon of glass 

that opened each entire floor to light. The 

historically significant location made th is 

a worthwhile (and just plain enjoyable) 

improvement to the building.~ 



3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Tankless ... Endless Comfort 
With endless hot water, energy savings, space savings, 
environmentally friendly design, long lifespan, and 
the best warranty in the industry, Noritz tankless 
water heaters are beyond compare. Enjoy the endless 
comfort of Noritz. 

1-877-456-67 48 
noritzamerica.com/dwell 
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Clever Details Increase Property Value 
Doing something unique can increase a 

home's resale value. With witty design 

detai ls sprinkled among a slough of practical 

improvements, New York- based archi­

tectural design-build firm MADE helped to 

increase the value of a Manhattan town 

house by $700,000 just one year later when 

the family traded up for larger quarters. 
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One of the most common reasons for 

renovating a house is to accommodate a 

growing family. In Manhattan, a young 

family wanted the designers to turn adjacent 

spaces that were divided by a large brick 

arch into their children's bedrooms. MADE 

filled the arch with colorful panels contain­

ing cabinetry for storage, shelving and, 

at the floor level, a sl iding dummy door 

Architect: MADE 

Project: New kids' rooms 

Location: New York, New York 

that allowed the daughter and son to crawl 

between the two rooms. 

"We knew we wanted to fill the arch 

with something beautiful to look at," says 

MADE partner, Oliver Freundl ich. 

"It had to do with making something 

playful , thinking about the kids and giving 

them something tailored to their size, 

not the adults'." ~ 
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Kitting Out Kitchen and Bath 
The most intensely used rooms in the house 

depend on good plumbing, ventilation, 

and electrical systems, and contain the 

highest number of fixtures per square 

foot- all of which makes renovating them 

expensive. To maintain your investment, 

these rooms should be renovated every 15 

to 20 years. In this kitchen renovation 

by Geoffrey Warner of Alchemy Architects, 
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architect and client had to make some 

resourceful choices in service to the budget. 

The architect used Fireslate instead of 

costly Corian for counters, stripped existing 

slate tiles of shiny sealant to give them 

new life, customized !KEA cabinetry and an 

ugly vent with inexpensive galvanized sheet 

metal, and opened a wall that separated the 

kitchen from the rest of the condo to make 

Architect: Geoffrey Warner, 

Alchemy Architects 

Project: Kitchen renovation 

Location: St. Paul, Minnesota 

the kitchen feel larger and bring in light. 

Warner carved out a large well space around 

the skyl ights to reveal beautiful old structural 

ceiling rafters. It involved Sheetrocking and 

mudding but created a focal point for the 

space. The light over the dining room table 

is made from two old beams, some rope, and 

halogen bulbs. It perfectly expresses what 

the architect calls "tightwad panache." .. 



Te<hnology Furniture 
Fast and Friendly! 

Suffering from a severe lack of floorspace? 
Here is our new wall-mounted eNook. It's a 

gas station for your gadgets and a fl ip-down 

workspace for you. So now you and your 

electronics can both be recharged. 

Need a workstation that fits you and your work 

exactly? Contact our friendly and knowledgeable 

folks at 800.325.3841 or anthro.com/dwell. 
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Strategic Changes Make a Big Impression 
Designer Francois Levy and his wife, Julie, 

bought an abandoned 1904 train depot and 

transported ii 50 miles to an inner-city lot 

in Austin, Texas. With Julie serving as the de 

facto general contractor, they renovated it 

strategically for themselves and their three 

children. Francois decided to preserve the 

depot's open plan by emphasizing vertical 

circulation. He added a spiral staircase that 
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features load-bearing MDF treads. The attic 

was turned into a master bedroom and cast­

in-place concrete counters were used to add 

a modern touch to the antique context. As 

most home renovators do, they added closets 

and storage space, but unlike most people, 

they also had to remove restroom stall 

partitions that had been added clumsily in 

the 1960s beside what had been the waiting 

Designer : Francois Levy 

Project: Train depot relocation 

and renovation 

Location: Austin, Texas 

room. Julie salvaged old materials, rescuing 

windows left over from Habitat for Humanity 

projects, for example. Since she is not an 

architect, the search for and use of salvaged 

materials allowed her to make significant 

design contributions to the project. As 

Francois says, "It was a bit like shopping 

for whatever's fresh at the market before 

deciding on a dinner menu." .. 
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Some Assembly Required: 
Contemporary 
Prefabricated Houses 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis 
December II, 2005-March 26, 2006 

Exploring a variety of approaches to the world of 
prefab, the exhibition ~some Assembly Required: 
Contemporary Prefabricated Houses" surveys several 
recent built designs that turn the dream of owning a 
modem home into a reality. These new designs utilize 
the latest technologies and reflect a range of approach­
es-from a kit of parts for self-a.ssembly and factory­
built structures that are delivered whole to customized 
modules and panelized systems that are combined in 
different ways and assembled onsite. Featuring the 
work of Alchemy Architects, Lazor Office, Steven Holl, 
Resolution 4: Architecture, and many more. 

Alchemy Architects, weeHouse, Pepin, Wisconsin, 2003 

WALKER ART CENTER 

www.walkerart.org 
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It bears repeating: Home improvement can be a challenge. Stack 
the cards in your favor by getting authoritative information (often 
only a website away), and looking for products that are good for the 
environment, give you more control of your living space, and won't 
make you tear your hair out installing them. 

Renovation Resource Guide 
Wallpaper That {Almost) Hangs Itself 

Made from a nonwoven paper, Sherwin­

Williams' EasyChange patterns peel from the 

wall in full sheets without injuring the wal l 

or being damaged in the process. Not only 

is changing papers clean and easy, but you 

can bring your favorite pattern with you if 

you move or design (and redesign) rooms for 

growing or fickle children. www3.sherwin.com 

Paint In Your Pajamas 

Glidden hosts an online color consultant and 

color visualizer at their website, but color on 

your computer monitor won't look the same 

as on your wall. Use this as a virtual space 

for brainstorming and finding inspiration, but 

test color on a full wal l before dedicating the 

whole room to it. www.glidden.com 

Save Elect.ricity, Get Vitamin D 

Solatubes are cylinders on a smaller scale 

than a skylight that funnel natural l ight 

into hinterland rooms that would otherwise 

remain dark (or require artificial light) 

throughout the day. The cylinders can also 

be fit with electric light in order to go from 

day to night using the same unit. 

www.solatube.com 

Toward a Greener Kitchen 

Italian kitchen manufacturer Valcucine is 

one of the biggest, greenest interiors compa­

nies around. The company manufactures its 

kitchens with materials that can be recycled, 

offers kits of parts that can be mixed and 

matched, and designs for efficiency as well 

as looks. www.valcucine.it 

Machine-Made Tile 

Because handmade tile is irregular, it 

can't be laid out with tight grout joints. In 

the store, the edges of that Moroccan sample 

may look perfect but when the whole 350 

square feet of it arrives, it probably won't go 

in crisp and clean. At about $2.50 per 

square foot, relatively inexpensive machined 

tile can be beaut iful and, with its regular 

edges, is easy to install. 

Lighting You Control 

Dimmers give you f lexibility, and anyone with 

a little handiness can install her own. For 

minimal ists, Lutron even makes nearly invis­

ible, screwless wall plates. www.iutron.com 

Information 24n 
The American Institute of Architects can 

help you locate an architect in your area: 

Simply enter your zip code and building type. 

For a fee, the AIA also provides more than 

80 printable contract documents and forms 

for various types of projects. www.aia.org/ 

architect_finder/ 

The National Association of Home Bui lders 

can help you f ind local professionals and 

builders associations. NAHB's Resources 

{For Consumers) section has helpful tips on 

remodel ing, customizing, maintaining, and 

financing changes to your home. From the 

Ready to Remodel? page, you can find infor­

mation about anything from how to create 

the ultimate spa experience at home to how 

to determine the best option for f inancing 

your project. www.nahb.org 

The Nat ional Association of the 

Remodel ing Industry can help you find and 

interview professional remodelers and con­

tractors in your area. It also provides sample 

questions to ask when contacting references 

and a handy list of warning signs that may 

indicate the professional you' re interviewing 

isn't right for you. www.nari .org 

CNN Money's Renovation Wizard can give 

you the average cost for 15 common remod­

eling projects and how each could potentially 

add to the value of your home. 

www.cgi.money.cnn.com/tools/renovation/ 

renovation.html • 
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Dwell Discussion Boards at LiveModern1

M 

Join us in the conversation about all things modem at www.dwellmag.com/ 
forums hosted by LiveModem. 

LiveModem is a free and open community for modem home buyers, archi­
tects, builders, developers, furnishers, lenders, realtors- anyone interested in 
modernist housing. 

LiveModem gives you free tools you can use to live better: 

Follow the progress of many mo·dern house projects in LiveModern's biogs, our mem­
bers' online journals. 

Find other modernists, in geographic forums covering over 30 communities including 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, Austin, and New York, as well as through an 
open directory of over zo,ooo members. 

Help each other with a m' .st housing project, whether it is finding that perfect 
piece of furniture in the .tu re, Fixtures, and Furnishings forum or that elusive 
construction solution ir •... t Modernist Materials and Methods forum. 

dwell LiveModernN 

Give a Holiday Treat 
Banana Republic has the indulgent cashmere, sleek accessories, and cozy 
sweaters that top everyone's winter wish list along with the Banana Republic 
GiftCard. Banana Republic's selection of thoughtful gifts priced under $so 
makes it easy to delight every special someone this holiday season. Visit 
BananaRepublic.com or call 888-BRSTYLE. 
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Enter to Win 
a Neoporte Door 
Ever dream of designing a truly modem 
door? We want to see what you have in 
mind! Submit the most interesting and inno­
vative design and you could win a signature 
Racerback from Neoporte Modern Door (over 
$5,000 in value). From scribbles to profes­
sional-grade drawings, Neoporte wants to see 
your handiwork- all ideas are encouraged. 

For complete details and to enter to win the 
sweepstakes, visit www.dwellmag.com/n eo­
porte. To find out more about Neoporte Mod­
ern Door, check out www.neoporte.com. 
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Puzzle Wine Rack 

This contemporary award-winning 
wine rack designed by Gideon Dagan 
adds form and color to any space. 
Use one or interlock several units 
to create different sizes and co lor 
combinations. Made of transpa'fent 
ABS polymer in a range of colors. 

www.puu lewinerack.com 
infoOdagandesign.com 

Soundframe Speakers 
Ultra-slim, ultra-smooth, ultra­
modern. Designed for the discerning 
listener, specified by premier 
systems designers including 
Shen+Milsom+Wilke, Auerbach, and 
others. Both fabric and paintable 
grilles available. 10% discount to 
Dwell readers! 

lnnovox Audio 
Tel. (925) 372·8156 
www.innovoxaudio.com 

Retroblinds.com 
Art for Your Windows 

Toll·free (866) 792·5463 
www.retroblinds.com 
salesOlegacy-wc.com 

Lighting by Gregory 
The premier choice for architectural 
lighting systems 

Tech Lighting Antique Bronze 
MonoRail is the right chOice for 
integrating a modern system into a 
traditional interior. 

Tel. (212) 226-1276 
Toll·free (888) 811·FANS 
Fax (212) 226-2705 
www. I ightlngbygregory. com 

Empyrean•M 
Architecture/Planning/Fabrication 

We are the architects and designers, 
project managers, and craftspeople 
who listen. Expertise, experience, 
and refined building systems. Only 
Empyrean•~. Proudly offering Deck 
House, Acorn, and The Dwell Homes 
by EmpyreanSM for a home uniquely 
reflective of your site and lifestyle. 
Your house, your way. 

Toll·free (800) 727·3325 
www.EmpyreanAPF.com 

RETRO@HOME 

Comfort, posture, style. Paying 
homage to Florence Knoll and Jens 
Risom, the Dexter furniture collection 
conveys elegance and sophistication. 
The Dexter furniture collection 
is available exclusively through 
RETRO@HOME. We specialize 
in vintage and new mid-century­
modern home furnishings. Courtesy 
to the trade. 

3811 San Pablo Avenue 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Tel. (510) 658·6600 
www.retroathome.com 

Modern Outdoor 

Offering three complete lines of 
high-style, clean-lined outdoor 
furniture-chairs, tables, benches, 
carts, lounges, planters, and bar­
height product. Visit us online. 

Please contact us if you are 
interested in becoming a retailer of 
Modern Outdoor. 

Tel. (818) 785-0171 
Fax (818) 785-0168 
www.modernoutdoor.com 

Las Venus 
Las Venus specializes in original 
1950s thru 1970s furniture. Three 
locations in New York City provide 
a very large and special collection 
of furniture, lighting, accessories. 
and more. 

163 Ludlow Street 
New York, NY 10002 
Tel. (212) 982-0608 
las Venus 0 ABC Carpet & Home 
.888 Broadway, NYC 
www.lasvenus.com 
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Fusion Designs 

Fusion Designs. the Brooklyn-based 
design team, offers contemporary 
limited-edition prints, art posters, 
and greeting cards. The on line 
store features modern wall decor, 
boxed holiday and blank art cards. 
Corporate sales and imprinting 
available. 

Tel. (718) 522·2037 
Toll-free (866) 438-7470 
www.fusiondesignsny.com 

Twinkle Twinkle 

I 
I_ 
I 

Pu 11 the covers tight and make a 
wish with the J Schatz Star Egg 
Nightlight. Light projected through 
t iny openings on the ceramic 
egg's surface creates a dreaml ike 
environment that is perfect for 
bedtime. Available in nine glossy 
colors. 8\12'H x 6'W. 

Toll-free (866) 344-5267 
www.egglamps.com 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a 
Big Chill refrigerator. This may 
look like your mother's icebox, 
but the Big Chill includes all of 
today's functionality, effic iency, 
and dependability. The only thing 
we left off was the chisel: no 
defrosting required! 

Toll-free (877) 842-3269 
www .bigchil If ridge .com 
info@bigchillfridge.com 

Xander Blue 
Cool Blue Desk 

Xander Blue furniture fuses the 
mythical glow of old-world stained 
glass and the sleek style of high­
tech construction. From the 
calming Blue Desk to the tranquil 
Reflection Console, each piece 
is an enthusiastic b lend of form 
and function, and an undeniable 
statement of elegance. 

Tel. (315) 685-1092 
Fax (315) 685-0267 
www.xanderblue.com 

I 

MoMA Design Store 

Collec tors prize the j oyous and 
irreverent clocks that George Nelson 
designed for the Howard Miller Clock 
Company in the 1950s and early 
1960s. A new re-edition of Nelson's 
colorful Petal Clock from 1956-1958 
has been produced to original 
specifications by the Vitra Design 
Museum and is available exclusively 
at the MoMA Design Store. 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Real Art Not Wall Art 

Award-winn ing Australian artist 
Campbell Laird creates unique 
images, in limited-edition archiva l 
prints. of organic forms for modern 
environments. Go to the website and 
choose your design, size, and format. 
Each piece is individually printed. 
proofed, and signed by the artist. 
Piece shown: Onoko HB 

Tel. (310) 915-5319 
www.campbelllairdstudio.com 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 

Unicahome 
From the classic .. . to the fantastic' 

The U nicahome family features the 
largest selection of modern design, 

furnish ings, lighting, and accessories 
on the planet, all at your fingertips. 

Shown: Parrot Corkscrew, Alessandro 
Mendini for Alessi 

7540 S. Industrial Blvd., Ste. 501 
las Vegas, NV 89139 
Toll-free (888) 89-UNICA 
www.unicahome.com 
www.unicalighting.com 

The P<!tal Clock is 18 inches on 
diameter with colors rem iniscent 
of Nelson's popular multicolor Ball 
Clock. It is updated with a battery­
powered quartz movement. Visit 
momastore.org to order online, 
request a cat a I og, or for store 
locations. 

Toll-free (800) 447-6662 
www .momastore.org 



Inhabit 

Introducing lnhabit's two new 
cotton bedding collections and our 
new double-sided linen pillows for 
fall. Easy to care for and many new 
designs available. Surround yourself. 

www.inhabitliving.com 

Environmental 
Construction Office Ceco) 
Serving the Built Environment 

Construction. Management. Development. 
We are residential and light commercial 
general contractors. Call to find out about 
our global ecological bui ld ing solutions. 

(eco) modern 

dittos by Ria Moran 

These are dittos wallpaper cutouts, 
modern modular wall decor by Ria 
Moran. Multiples of a single shape 
are applied to walls in a variety 
of layout options. In four shapes 
and seven colors, these durable, 
hand-screened cutouts match with 
coordinating wall paints, and they 
are easy to apply or strip. 

Tel. (303) 717-5496 
www.riamoran.com 
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Tel. (510) 868-0584 
www.environmentalconstructionoffice.com 
info@environmentalconstructionoffice.com 
Berkeley. Aspen. Costa Rica. 
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Moving Art 

Extraordinary artwork that transforms 
your TV into a picture frame. Motion 
pictures created by an award-winning 
cinematographer of acclaimed films, 
MTV videos, and national ads. A truly 
modern way to collect and show art. 
$14. View free Quicklime samples at : 

www.grasscollective.com 

Modern Abstract Art 
by French Artist 
Arnaud Marie 

Signed and numbered limited 
editions. 4, 5, and 6 feet high 
canvas prints starting at $850. 
Delivered stretched on wood frame 
and ready to hang. 

Shown: "874, " 2005 

www.mariestudio.com 
info@mariestudio.com 

Performance on the go. 

Crypton's Hound-in-the-Round Tote, 
part of our William Wegman product 
collection, resists stains. moisture, 
odors, and bacteria. See our fu ll line 
of mess-free, stress-free products at 

www.cryptonfabric.com 

Small Prefab-Modern Structures 

Designers David Ballinger and Ryan Smith have teamed up to bring affordable 
prefab structures to the market. Small mu Ii i purpose rooms for art, music, 
work, pool, storage, and fun. All parts are panelized and are designed for 
easy assembly. Weather-tight and good in both hot and cold climates, there 
is almost an unlimited amount of possibi li t ies. It's time to add the space you 
really want and make t he backyard your most important room in the house. 

MetroShed 
Tel. (818) 357-4000 
www.metroshed.com 

Modern-Shed 
Tel. (206) 524-1188 

www.modern-shed.com 



md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are thermally 
printed on cotton canvas. They arrive 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
Sized 3- 5 feet high and priced 
$145-$345. Complete your space 
with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free (888) 345-0870 
www.md-canvas.com 

Stone Forest, Inc. 

Exceptional functional sculpture. 
Handcrafted in stone. copper. 
and bronze. 
Fountains 
Garden ornaments and 
Vessel sinks for kitchen and bath. 
Call for catalog. 
Toll-free (888) 682-2987 
Dept. D 
P.O. Box 2840 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
www.stoneforest.com 
Photo credit: David Marlowe/ 
Santa Fe Catalog 
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Fine Print Program 

The Museum of Contemporary 
Photography's Fine Print Program 
features limited-edition prints by 
leading contemporary artists, hand­
picked by acclaimed photography 
curators, for only $300. Visit the 
shop at www.mocp.org. 

Shown: Oliver Boberg, Garteneingang, 

2001. C-print, 9' x 8' 

Tel. (312) 344-7794 
www.mocp.org 
mocp@colum.edu 
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let an -de occupy an important space in your modern life 

Iola Design, LLC 
Inspired Bamboo Displays 

Creators of distinctive shelving and 
displays made from engineered 
bamboo planks. Clean lines with 
sculptural accents. Our collection 
offers finely crafted pieces which 
can be shipped unassembled and 
then reassembled using only a few 
simple tools. Visit us online. 

Tel. (610)-836-1535 
www.ioladesign.com 
info@ioladesign.com 

The Modern-Day 
Transistor Radio/Alarm 
Clock 
BeoSound 3 is a truly portable, 
battery-operated, modern-day 
t ransistor radio and alarm clock. 
With its new SD memory card 
function, one can enjoy listening to 
favorite digital music files by simply 
inserting the SD card directly into 
BeoSound 3. For more information, 
call or visit 

Toll-free (800) 531-9873 
www.bang-olufsen.com 

azarchitecture.com 

Visit the only site dedicated to 
selling Architecturally Unique 
Homes in Arizona. Includes homes 
and riew urban projects for sale, plus 
links to the area's best architects, 
designers, and galleries. 

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate 
Architecturally Unique Homes 
Tel. (480) 425-9300 
www.azarchitecture.com 

Dana David 
Bold, Modern, Timeless 

Stack. rings superbly crafted in 
18K gold with diamonds or semi­
precious colors. Create your own 
design statement by combining an 
assortment of colors, shapes, and 
sizes. For retailers call or visit us 
on line. 

Tel. (800) 837-1570 
www.danadavid.com 



Fabulux 

The Tavalux has a machined 
aluminum base with four rubber 
feet and a perforated aluminum 
shade backed by white opal 
acrylic. The slim shaft and f iniail 
are silver powder coat. The lamp 
has a full-range dimmer on its 
cord. 150 watts max. 

Tel. (718) 625-7661 
Fax (718) 624-2006 
www.fabuluxinc.com 

Cherner Chair Company 

Molded plywood chairs, stools, and 
tables designed by Norman Chemer. 
Reissued from his original drawings. 
Also new designs by architect 
Benjamin Cherner. 

Toll-free (866) 243-7637 
www.chernerchair.com 
mail@chernerchair.com 

F abu lousStationery 

Designed exclusively for you, our 
personalized note cards are truly 
unique. Choose from over 200 
contemporary designs-including 
all-new designs for fall and holiday. 
Every set comes with our signature 
envelopes, offering a return address 
option at no charge. Save $5 by 
entering dwell in the coupon code. 

www.fabulousstationery.com 

Current Carpets 
Fine Hand-Tufted Custom 
Contemporary Carpets 

Unique designs and architectural 
shapes. Ninety colors. Any size 
or shape. Fernmark Wools of New 
Zealand. Tufted in the United 
States. Six-week delivery. Custom 
design. ADEX Awards for Design 
Excellence. ASID Industry Partner. 

Hansine Pedersen Goran 
Toll-free (800) 485-8980 
www.currentcarpets.com 

Leo Gullick 
Fine Art Photography 
Key West 

Striking abstract images in vivid 
colors offered as limited-edition 
giclee prints on paper or canvas. 

www.leogullick.com 

European Home 

Vision gas fireplace. Finally! Clean, 
contemporary. and thoroughly 
modern. Hole-in-the-wall gas fireplace 
that uses ceramic stones. Designed 
in England by Gavin Scott Design. 
Certified for US/Canada. Optional 
surround available in brushed 
stainless steel and cast stone. 

European Home 
Tel. (781) 662-1110 
www.europeanhome.com 

Grating is so ... grating 

Get a charge out of prepping garlic 
with GarlicCard~, the handy credit 
card-sized kitchen tool used by 
chefs around the world. GarlicCard's 
embossed surface purees cloves of 
garlic without the pain of f inger­
shredding graters or hard-to-clean 
presses. Makes the perfect stocking 
stuffer or gift! 

364 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Toll-free (800) 928-4010 
www.scandinavian.details.com 
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Flexible Laminates 
Cut, Peel, and Stick! 

FXSheetingN represents the latest 

innovation in decorative laminate 
technology. Transform any surface 
into an authentic metallic finish in 
minutes. 13 unique styles including 
real metallics, exotic hardwoods, and 
carbon fiber. 

Alsa Corporation 
Tel. (323) 581-5200 
www.alsacorp.com 

Posteritati Movie Posters 

Posteritati specializes in vintage film 
art with more than 12,000 original 
movie posters from over 38 countries. 
The gallery, located between So Ho 
and Little Italy in NYC, features three 
Macintosh iMacs for visi tors to browse 
its eclectic inventory. Posteritati's 
entire selection can also be viewed on 
their fully searchable website. 

239 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
Tel. (212) 226-2207 
Fax (212) 226-2102 
www.posteritati.com 

The Modern Minimalist 

Response to TMM's debut has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Several new 
designs are now available. 

TM M seeks purity in expression 
of aesthetics and functionality 
in design through the concept of 
simplicity. This approach reduces 
design to the essential components 
of space, light. mass, volume, and 
form. 

www.tmmplans.com 
www.themodernminimalist .com 

Contemporary Cloth 

Lux ultrasuade ... modern 
and durable. We specialize in 
contemporary, modern, and retro 
textiles for your residential and office 
needs. Your location for original art 
cloth by several artists. Visit our 
other website, Modern Wall Art for 
your vertical surfaces. 

Come feel the energy! 

Toll-free (866) 415-3372 
www.contemporarycloth.com 
www.modernwallart.biz 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design with Infinite Adjustability 

ISS Designs shelving combines a clean 
modern look with strength and ease of 
installation. See our website for wall­
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Get design ideas with photos and order 
online. Trade and dealer inquiries 
welcome. Custom f inishes and designs 
available. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free (877) 477-5487 
www.issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.com 

Babygeared 
gear for the modern baby and beyond 

Babygeared features essentials 
for the urbane parent from 
world-renowned designers and 
manufacturers . . . everything from 
modern kids' and parents' furnishings 
to crib linens, chic diaper bags, 
sporty strollers, gifts, and more. 

Toll-free (888) 868-8139 
www.babygeared.com 
customerservice@babygeared.com 

Mod Livin' 
Modern Furniture 

The timeless elegance of modern 
furniture transcends the boundaries 
of home furnishings. The Corona 
Chair can be used in offices and 
retail establishments. Open your 
mind to new design opportunit ies. 

Mod Livin' 
5327 E. Colfax Avenue 
Denver, CO 80220 
Toll-free (888) 833-2884 
www.modlivin.com 



Wrapables.com 

Welcome the holiday season with 
something new for your home. We've 
got a wide variety of unique home 
decor ideas for every room in your 
home, from kitchen to bedroom to 
bathroom. Find designer products 
from Inhabit, notNeutral, dwell, 
evaSolo, Bodum, and more. Unwrap 
your ideas with us by logging on 
now! Don't forget to sign up for 
our weekly newsletter for the latest 
trends. 

Make a Modish Style 
Statement with 
Circle 
Visit us online to browse our 
collection of contemporary, artfully 
designed, handcrafted jewelry. 
Our complimentary catalog is also 
available for order. Free shipping 
for dwell readers, just enter voucher 
code #102061234 on our online 
order form. 

www.circlejewelry.com 
info@circlejewelry.com 

Toll-free (877) 411-9600 
www.wrapables.com/dwell 

CounterBalance 
Sculpture 
Eloquent sculptural focal points, 
magnificently sized, dramatizing 
architectural interiors. Ind ividually 
wheel-thrown, earthenware forms, 
customized to the particular size and 
color requirements of your space. 
Series groupings or individual pieces. 
Impressive in scale and form, sized 
1.5' to over 6 ' . Starting at $1,275. 

Tel. (206) 780·9996 
www.CounterBalanceSculpture.com 
info@CounterBalanceSculpture.com 

Modern House Plans 

Help us drag American housing into 
the 21st century. Stock House Plans 
like nothing you have seen before. 
Inspired designs grounded in today's 
world. See the growing collection on 
our website. 

Gregory La Vardera, Architect 
Tel. (856) 662-4909 
www.lamidesign.com/plans 
plans@lamidesign.com 

Modern Wall Art 
Els van Baarle-Netherlands 

Art Cloth: It is batiked, silk·screened, 
and painted. It has the originality of 
a painting but more versatile because 
the display possibi I ities are end less. 
We specialize in contemporary wall 
art for your vertical spaces: mixed 
media collages, monoprints, Art 
Cloth, textile wall hangings. 

Toll-free (866) 415-3372 
www. modernwa Ila rt. biz 

Spirit Bowl 
The Perfect Gift 

For centuries, spirit bowls have 
been given as gifts of thanks or 
best wishes. Your good thoughts are 
permanently held in the spirit bowl 
and become an integral part of the 
gift. Three pounds of handcrafted 
porcelain. Wonderful packaging. 
Your customized message. 

www.SpiritBowl.com 

Seascape 

Bringing functionality to artful 
lighting is what we pride ourselves 
on. With in-house manufacturing, 
we are capable of customizing 
our l ighting products to meet your 
specific project needs. 

Seascape Lamps Inc. 
P.O. Box 810 
Freedom, CA. 95019 
Tel. (831) 728-5699 
Fax (831) 728-0658 
www.seascapelamps.com 



surfACE I 1.5 

Without heat or pressure on your 
legs, using a mouse, and with a 
cooler-running computer, you can 
concentrate on getting things done. 
Crafted of high-quality acrylic and 
aluminum and h ighly adjustable, 
it looks and works great wit h any 
notebook computer in a chair, sofa, 
or bed. 

www.edgeblur.com 

Green Street Details 

Creating contemporary, American-made 
cabinet hardware from solid stainless, 
copper. brass. aluminum, and plastics. 
The T-Bar (shown) is available in 
diameters up to I'. and in any length 
specified up to 140'. Finishes include 
a number of satin and polished metal s 
as well as oil-rubbed bronze, antique 
brass, white, and black. 

8900 NE Vancouver Way 
Portland, OR 97211 
Toll-free (800) 275-7855 
www.greenstreetdetails.com 

cardboardchair .com 

Beaut iful modern furnit ure 
constructed of alternating layers 
of corrugated cardboard containg 
at least 30% recycled fiber with 
hardboard end caps. The surface 
has a pleasing suede-like touch. 
Available with water- and stain­
resistant finish. Made in the USA 
using an environmentally friendly 
process. 

Tel. (919) 672-4192 
www.cardboardchair.com 
info@cardboardchair.com 

Spectra Decor 

Villa luxury cabinet hardware made 
to order by American artisans. 
Trade and public welcome. 

Shown: Rainforest marble 

Toll-free (800) 550-1986 
www.spectradecor.com 

shopcomposition.com 
modern goods for living and working 

We are committed to design- from 
our award-winning website to the 
products we feat ure. Experience our 
selection of personal, home, and 
work accessories. Free-shipping 
promo: Dwell l205 

Shown: Tivi Wood Veneer Cuffs 

1499 Blake Street IC 
Denver, CO 80202 
Tel. (303) 894-0025 
www.shopcomposition.com 

G Squared Art 

Artemis ceiling fan. a pure sculpture 
with premium air-moving performance 
coupled with a IOOW halogen light, 
provides high comfort and low energy 
consumption. Translucent , maple, 
pearl white, and mahogany finishes. 
Includes touch control ; remote control 
available. Lifetime warranty. To buy 
great fan and light ing designs please 
call from 7am to 6pm PST or visit our 
website: 

Toll-free (877) 858 5333 
www.g2art.com 

CA\w@® 
exposition 

Horne Tours 
cont'erence 

The west coast 
independent design show! 

March 23-2& o& 
www caboomshow com 

santa monica. ca 

We're looking for a few select exhibitors 
who fit ... do you? 
CA Boom, the West Coast 
independent design show that 
breaks a lot of rules .. . is back 
for round 3. CA Boom mixes 
contemporary architecture, 
landscape, and custom and 
manufactured products with dj's, 
killer home tours, and A-list panel 
discussions. CA Boom exists to 
make good design more accessible 
and provide quality exposure for 
the independent contemporary 

designer, manufacturer, and 
arch itect. Retailers and specifiers 
are invited to attend. If you want to 
be considered as an exhib itor or are 
interested in attending, visit 
www.caboomshow.com. 

CA Boom Show 
March 23- 26, 2006 
Santa Monica, CA 
Tel. (310) 306-6677 
www.caboomshow.com 



On Everyone's Wish List 
-Next Year 
A delicious array of modern objects, 
jewelry, art (and furniture) by 
inspired young designers whose 
work you haven't seen on everyone's 
wish list- yet. And that's the point, 
isn't it? 
Turn yourself on to our new website. 

propeller 
555 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Tel. (415) 701·7767 
www.propeller-sf.com 

FOLD® 

FOLD" was created with the modern 
bed in mind. A series of streamlined 
bedspreads made to tuck in easily 
around platform beds. Coord inating 
pi llows and throws complete the 
FOLO- line. 

Check out our new line of easy-to­
install paintable wall applications. 
"Wallter" wi ll bring your walls 
to life! 

Tel. (510) 232-5018 
www.foldbedding.com 

Modern Shower Curtain 

Add a splash of color to your 
bathroom with bold new graphical 
shower curtains from Plush Living. 
Ditch that ugly lining and simply 
hook up our waterproof and machine 
washable shower curtain with the 
included hooks. Visit our online shop 
or contact us for a list of retailers. 

Toll-free (888) 758-7458 
www.Plush-living.com 
info@plush-living.com 

The Cabana 
Not a shed. A living space. 

Weatherized and affordable, the 
Cabana adds space, function. and 
value to any property. Use it as 
guest quarters. home office, or 
lounge. Multiple models available. 
Handcrafted and customizable. 
Pre-built for weekend installation. 

San Francisco showroom 
Tel. (415) 759-1518 
www.modemcabana.com 

Den 

Den presents an open-minded mix 
of home furnishings that reflect 
how people live. We mix the best of 
contemporary Bay Area design with 
mid-century classics, ethnic artifacts, 
and pieces of our own design to 
create a look that's very Den. 

849 Valencia Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
Tel. (415) 282-6646 
Fax (415) 282-6642 
www.densf.com 

~modern 
-· - -ethnic 

NUSA 

Modern Ethnic 
Furnishing a Distinctive Lifestyle 

A fusion of modern design and 
traditional craftsmanship. 

Modern Ethnic 
The Toy Factory Lofts 
1855 Industrial Street, Unit 104 
Los Angeles, CA 90021 
Tel. (213) 683 8393 
www.modernethnic.com 

Nusa Furniture 

Nusa specializes in the use of natural 
materials such as sea shells, coconut 
shells, and volcanic terrazzo. Through 
intricate mosaic inlays, Nusa creates 
one--0f-a-kind pieces rich in texture 
and warmth while retaining a modern 
feel. This combination of design and 
green materials makes each Nusa 
.creation as unique as a work of art. 

Tel. (323) 937-7055 
Fax (323) 937-6878 
www.nusafurniture.com 
info@nusafumiture.com 



Donovan Lighting, Ltd. 

Metro 1800 Series Pendant: Three 
beautifully finished aluminum or 
brass spinnings, with pyrex and 
polycarbonate diffusers. Available 
in 4 diameters- 12'. 15'. 24'. and 
48' with any length stem. They are 
manufactured in central New York. 

24 7 Middaugh Road 
Brooktondale, NY 14817 
Tel. (607) 256-3640 
Fax (607) 273-1153 
www.donovanlighting.com 

cPdna 11 

Nest 
Products for Parents and Their Young: 
Modern, Sustainable, and Fun 

Nest makes children's furnishings that 
are modern and responsibly made. 
We offer toy boxes, hampers, seating, 
and other storage solutions made from 
organic cotton and other sustainable 
materials. 

Shown: Organic cotton toycube and 
toybox 

www.nestplease.com 

Art: From Your DNA 

DNA 11 creates abstract art from 
your DNA. Each custom art piece is 
as original as you are and is created 
on the highest-quality canvas. 
Available in multiple color schemes 
and sizes. The ult imate conversation 
piece for your modern home or 
office. 

Toll-free (866) 619-9574 
www.dnall.com 

highbrowfurniture.com® 
Modern for Life 

Adella, Architectural Pottery, Artifort, 
Cherner Chair, ClassiCon, Emeco. 
Heller, Herman Miller for the Home, 
Kartell, Knoll, Louis Poulsen, Offi, 
Richard Schultz. Vitra and Yamagiwa. 

Semi-Annual Sale: Dec. 3- 17, 2005. 

Free shipping! Promotion Code: Dwell 
2110 Eighth Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Toll-free (888) 329-0219 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 

Bou ndlessGa I lery .com 

Featuring well over 7,000 original art 
works from nearly 1,000 emerging 
artists, BoundlessGallery.com makes 
it easy to find high-quality affordable 
art for your home or office. Browse 
our store to find everything from 
paintings and sculpture to furniture 
and fiber art. 

Tel. (618) 549-7220 
www.BoundlessGallery.com 

Shown: Jewel Tones by Anna Good 

Form + Function 
We'll show you the most fun you can 
have with the lights on! Please visit 
our website for a unique selection 
of contemporary lighting and ceiling 
fans. You will find the light with 
wings and other wonderful lighting 
creations by German designer lngo 
Maurer. Entire line available. We 
stock a variety of these pieces ready 
to ship right away. 

Toll-free (800) 264-0057 
www.formplusfunction.com 

Luminous Table 

Set in a stainless-steel frame, 
floating glass and acrylic rectangles 
glow in four brilliant colors. This 
truly beautiful and different coffee/ 
lounge table is currently on display 
at ARTEFACT Pardo Gallery, 119 
East 31st Street, N.Y.C. For more 
information, call or email. 

Tel. (212) 889-1287 
LBeckerman@aol.com 



Bonjour of 
Switzerland USA 
Bonjour of Switzerland USA brings 
you luxury linen for bed and bath 
combining Swiss craftsmanship 
and contemporary design. Available 
in better stores nationwide. Visit 
us online for complete collection 
information and dealer locator. 

Toll-free (877) 80NSWtT 
www.bonswit.com 
info@bonswit.com 

studio b. 

An interior design firm utilizing 
computer modeling allowing you 
to see your completed project 
before you start. Simply send 
measurements and photos. After a 
telephone consultation, studio b. 
delivers a conceptual presentation to 
your door at a flat fee per room. 

Toll-free (866) 433-3351 
www.studiolx:oncepts.com 

US Building 
Systems, Inc. 
Our European steamed quarter­
sawn beech flooring dramatically 
enhances the style and character of 
any interior setting, adding warmth, 
charm, and infusing positive energy 
to the human body, Our wood is 
environmentally harvested from the 
rural area of the ecologically clean 
Carpathian Mountains. For more 
information about t his product, 
please call Ella at USBS. 

Tel. (212) 593-3255 

Nine Iron Studios, Inc. 

Contemporary handblown glass 
created with traditional Italian 
techniques. Funct ional and 
sculptural pieces emphasizing line. 
color, and form. 

Michael Schunke 
Tel. (610) 869-5926 
www.nineironstudios.com 
michael@nineironstudios.com 

Shown: lncalmo bottle set 
tallest 24' 

Here, Kitty Kitty! 

"Tigrito", designed by Miriam Mirri 
for Alessi, addresses the need for 
feline dining elegance. Provide your 
little 'Tiger' with a well-deserved 
stylish feeding station. Available 
in three color choices, part of the 
proceeds are donated to GAIA 
Animalie Ambiente, an animal 
protection society in Italy. 

gadgeteer<' 
Toll-free (888) 739-0808 
www.gadgeteerusa.com 

Mat the Basics 

Acme Made 

Designed protection for modern living. 
Announcing our new line of bags, totes, 
and accessories specifically designed for 
your computer. Hand-sewn using textile 
designs from Charles and Ray Eames, 
Verner Panton, and Hella Jongerius. 
Guaranteed and highly protective. For 
d.etails visit us online. 

Toll-free (888) 486-3191 
www.acmemade.com 

Shown: Computer tote in Flannel 
Tangerine 

Leading Manufacturer of Contemporary Rugs 

Beautiful and livable, Mat the Basics' 
handmade rugs are the ultimate goal 
of contemporary design- modern, yet 
practical, as well as artful. Each rug is 
constructed entirely by hand of 100% 
pure new wool. Custom colors and 
sizes are available by special order. 

Mat Intl., Inc. 
120 East Church Avenue, Suite B 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
Tel. (760) 375-9980 
www.mat-thebasics.com 
matintl@verizon.net 



ig mata studio 

The ig mata collection combines 
the beauty of photography with the 
delicacy of t ranslucent materials to 
bring nature into your hOme, work, or 
retreat environment. For details or to 
discuss creative commissions, call or 
visit us online. 

Tel. (212) 979-7921 
www.igmata.com 

Dream Floor = 
Green Floor 
Good for your environment. 
Good for the environment. 

Bamboo, cork, hardwoods, and 
natural linoleum in styles to suit 
every aesthetic. Floating floors (ideal 
for condos and over radiant heal) 
and traditional formats. Berkeley­
based, we deliver nationwide. 

Tel. (510) 550-4449 
Toll-free (877) 639-1345 
www. floori nga lternatives.com 

Shown: Wall Panels: original 
photographs on glass with stainless 
steel hardware, 30' x 24' 

undertheroof .com 
Modern Furnishings 

Providing modern and Asian designs 
at exceptional prices. We carry 
designs that range from organic 
to retro to modern. Shop our easy­
to-navigate Web store. The Aiko 
collection is crafted of solid wood. 
The bed, nightstands, dresser, and 
mirror in queen: $1,999, king: 
$2,145. 

Toll-free (888) 997-7663 
www.undertheroof.com 

BACI® by Remcraft 

Baci mirrors offer solid brass 
construction, beautiful finishes, 
and optical-quality glass for a long, 
trouble-free life. Baci's M-14 mirror 
provides 3x magnification on one 
side and a regular mirror on the 
other. Brass or chrome finishes are 
standard. Custom finishes, including 
the oil-rubbed bronze shown here, 
are also available. 

Toll-free (800) 327-6585 
www.bacibyremcraft.com 

Create a Wishlist and 
Win $50! 
1. Browse: Visit our Ultimate Design 
Gift Center at: 
www.designpublic.com/gift 
2. Wish: Create a wish list of your 
favorite amazing modern design 
products. 
3. Win: We'll randomly select five 
wishlists to receive a free $50 gift 
certificate! Give design! 

Design Public 
Toll-free (800) 506-6541 
www.designpublic.com/gift 

Geoffrey Good 

Unusually fine contemporary jewelry, 
meticulously crafted in our SoHo 
atelier. Custom and limited-edition 
pieces featuring rare diamonds and 
hand-carved colored gemstones 
in sterling, high-karat gold, and 
platinum. 

Shown: The Dhow Necklace. 
Spectacular 25-karat gem on fine 
leather with coordinating clasp. 

Toll-free (800) 506-4854 
www.geoffreygood.com 

Garden Ornaments 

Urs Oeggerli Garden Ornaments 
provides the landscape architect 
and design community with unique 
access to distinctive European garden 
antiques as well as a contemporary 
line of bronze, zinc, and copper 
planters. For more information. call 
or email. 

Tel. (214) 219-7887 
Fax (214) 219-7933 
uoeggerli@stoneornament.com 

DeSoto Glass Design 

With c lean lines and vibrant colors, 
this CQntemporary glass collection 
adds elegance and beauty to any 
environment. Blown by hand, each 
form is unique. 

DeSoto Glass Design 
P.O. Box 37 
Penland, NC 28765 
Tel. (828) 467-1472 
www.desotoglassdesign.com 
ps@desotoglassdesign.com 



Detour DVD 

The interior design solution for 
idle flatscreens. Transform the 
screen into an extension of your 
room and style, with purely visual 
motion graphics that complement 
your environment and mood. 

Stop watching TV 
and let your screen play. 

Introducing Wallflowers 2. 

www.detourdvd.com 

The Most Exotic 
Tile on Earth 
14 dazzling finishes bring new 
meaning to the look and feel of tile. 
Color-shifting prismatics; glow-in­
the-dark bamboo; real chrome; rich 
pearls and heat-sensitive pigments 
that change color as you touch them. 

Alsa Corporation 
Tel. (323) 581-5200 
www.alsacorp.com 

2Modern.com 

2Modern is the premier online 
destination for modern furniture, 
lighting, textiles. accessories. and art. 

Exclusive 5% promotion code on all 
2Modern items for Dwell subscribers: 
Jan Dwell 

Toll-free (888) 240-5333 
www.2modern.com 

Authentic Shoji from 
Berkeley Mills 
Working with Japanese craftsmen in 
Ishikawa, where artists made shoji 
for the shogun, Berkeley Mills offers 
custom-made shoji and fusuma. 
We design beautifu l doors, window 
covers, or room dividers using 
translucent shoji paper or opaque, 
sturdy fusuma paper. 

Toll-free (877) 426-4557 
www.berkeleymills.com 

~ 
ALSA 

Flux 

Flux, Inc. residential and commercial 
I ighting. Our collection of modern 
lighting incorporates clean design 
and simple fabrication to create 
products that are captivating and 
affordable. We are also available for 
custom design projects. 

Flux, Incorporated 
3828 Fourth Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98134 
Tel. (206) 282-3023 
Fax (206) 282-3276 
www.fluxinc.org 

Weego Home 
Stylish Modern Liv;ng 

Cozy and chic 
modern home furnishings and 
gifts for a warm and elegant season. 

Visit our revamped website 
or call for our mini-catalog. 

Toll-free (800) 659-3346 
www.weegohome.com 

European Living 

Living Divan i 
Minotti 
Zanotta 
Porro 
Carl Hansen 
montana M~bler 
Fies 
Moooi 
Kartell 
Arper 

Tel. (310) 691-8142 
www.europeanliving.com 
i nfo@europeanliving.com 



Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and 
visionary designers around the world. 
Like t he original Bubble Chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. Flagship 
store in Los Angeles now open! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Tel. (323) 951-0748 
Toll-free (866) 642-5166 
www.Plushpod.com 

Home Plush Home 

Goshopmall.com 
A Slice in Design 

This is a table that would look out of 
place in a pool hall. Steel rails, slate 
top, leather pockets, powder-coated 
steel legs and frame. Options: 
stainless steel, custom fabrics, 108' 
x 60' dining top. The choice table 
for t he Four Seasons and Catherine 
Bell. 

Toll-free (877) 766-7253 
www.GoShopMall.com 

Norwell 
Manufacturing Company 

Norwell has a reputation for high­
quality solid brass lighting fixtures. We 
continue to build on this reputation with 
Norwell Bath, fixtures designed for the 
bath. The Deco features a beautiful cast 
backplate in a range of finishes, glass 
types, and light-count versions. 

82 Stevens Street 
East Taunton, MA 02718 
Tel. (508) 824-8722 
Toll-free (800) 822-2831 
www.norwellinc.com 

JKLM studio 

Two designers, countless ideas. 
Come see what we've started with! 

www.JKLMstudio.com 

USAarchitecture.com 
Live. Work. Sleep. Dream. 

USAarchitecture.com connects unique 
home buyers, sellers, real estate 
agents. architects. and designers. 
We showcase the f inest American 
architecture so that like-minded 
individuals who share enthusiasm for 
great design can search our national 
database and view available properties, 
architect portfolios, design links, and 
much more. 

Go ahead, dream a little. 

Mid-Century Modern 

The best in current production 
modernist classics from Knoll , 
Vitra, Cherner Chair, Modernica, 
Architectural Pottery, and Malm 
Fireplace. 

Enjoy our newly renovated website, 
and as always .. . free shipping! 

www.mid-century-modern.com 

TV Comes Out of the Closet 

What makes these products 
exceptional is that they are f inely 
crafted in beauti ful woods and made 
with the highest-quality Samsung 
components. For people who are 
t ired of plastic and want something 
unique to blend with their offices 
and homes. Today fashion is as 
important as f unction. 

Available in a choice of three 
hardwoods in screen sizes ranging 
from 15 to 32 inches. Imported from 
Sweden and distri buted in the U.S. 
by Webopolis, Inc. 

Toll-free (866) 595-5289 
www.swedxusa.com 



Still 
www.stillsite.com 
Contemporary Works of Art for the Urban Dweller 

Modern­
Indoor/Outdoor 
Two new chairs-dining and 
armchair, beautifully made in 
plantation-grown teak. designed by 
Tom Deacon. Elegant, very cool, 
with Deacon's acclaimed sculptural 
quality. At home outdoors and 
indoors. Black or neutral seat pads 
available. Call or visit our webs.ite. 

Toll-free (888) 723-8838 
www.mtf.on.ca 

ModernSofa.com 

A seating collection t hat blends essential 
forms and bold colors with innovative 
and technologically advanced materials. 
Create your own look by choosing from 
one of our many styles and fabrics, and 
our skilled craftsmen will build you 
t he sofa of your dreams. Visit UIS online 
for more information and free fabric 
swatches. 10% Off Coupon Code: Dwell 

1115 E. Dominguez Street 
Carson, CA 90746 
Tel. (310) 763·6577 
Toll-free (800) 566-6578 

Joanna Baxter Design 

Architecturally inspired pieces set in 
sterling silver. 
Cufflinks. 
Money clips. 
Earr ings. 
Pendants. 
Rings. 
Cuff bracelets. 
f ibre-optic jewelry for men and 
women. 

Toll-free (877) 926-0633 
www.joannabaxterdesign.com 

lutioLS 
series 

I 

Studiof e-Modern 
Iron Design 
A house number needn't be simply 
a mundane necessity. It should 
be an integral part of your home's 
appearance. It's a statement- and 
a greeting. Studiofe makes house 
numbers in clean designs t hat 
accent t he style of a home. 

Shown: $150. Custom work 
available. 

www.studiofe.com 

I 

Translucent Resin Sink 
Sinks that glow when the light 
hits them 

These 24' x 24' x 3 ' sinks come in 
any color and light glows through 
the solid cast resin. The sinks can 
be cantilevered on stainless steel 
brackets or mounted on a curved 
steel pedestal. 

Tel. (310) 822-0300 
Fax (310) 822-0900 
www.sander-products.com 

Gregory Deane Studio 

4075 Transport Street 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
Tel. (650) 424-1970 
www.gregorydeane.com 
info@gregorydeane.com 

By appointment. 

Shown: Credo 112910, 66' x 38' 



Now & Zen 

Transform your environment with 
our beautiful new Zen Timepiece, 
featuring a 6' acoustic brass bowl­
gong that serves as a progressive 
alarm clock, countdown t imer for 
yoga or meditation, or as an hour 
chime. We also have similar bowl­
gong products that serve as doorbells 
or telephone ringers. 

Toll-free (800) 779-6383 
www.now-zen.com 

Stoneline Designs Inc. 

Glass or stone top tables, desks, and 
casegoods for residential or executive 
office applications. Our Quadrant 
Console is shown with stainless steel 
panels riveted to a cherry frame and 
a "scratched" glass top. Our 8 table 
lines include credenzas, desks, and 
dining/conference tables to 30' with 
multiple pedestals and sectional tops. 

Tel. (919) 968-6905 
www.stonelinedesigns.com 

Wine Barrel 
Folding Chair 
Award-winning design. 
Sustainably manufactured. 

When folded, the slats on our 
white oak chair nest alongside one 
another, making the chair as flat as 
a comma. You can take it anywhere. 
Looks as good in the house as it 
does on the lawn. For those who 
don't like to be alone, there's also a 
bench variety. $125 

Tel. (707) 822-7307 
www.mcleodchair.com 

Nonchalant Mom 
Parenting Ideas, Style for Kids 

A Web-boutique that emphasizes 
uncommon and natural ideas on 
parenting-where shopping for 
unique and exciting kids' clothing, 
toys, and products for the home 
is anything but ordinary. A site 
dedicated to the parent who lives 
and thinks differently. 

www.nonchalantmom.com 
contact@nonchalantmom.com 

The Alchemist Lux 
by MEDIUM 
Medium is a designer's movement, 
fashioning products for the cu ltural 
creatives. For more information, visit 

www.mediumdesigngroup.com 

Adair Glass Design 
Elegant. Timeless. Unique. 

Free-standing indoor screens are 
functional art with a splash of color. 
Divide an area or provide privacy 
without blocking natural light. High­
quality USA hardware. Choose from 
6 designs, 3 wood finishes, 3 or 4 
panel models_ 72' H, 54' / 72' W. 
Arrives fully assembled. 

Tel. (480) 993-2213 
www.adairglass.com 

Relish 
Because Design Matters 

At Rel ish, you'll find a carefully 
curated collection of modern 
furnishings and personal objects 
that inspire, elevate, and touch 
our senses. Wedd ing/gift registries 
available. For special savings, log on 
or call for our holiday catalog: 

Toll-free (888) DO U RELISH 
www.relishstyle.com 

Shown: Chilewich spun-vinyl 
placemats and Acmemade laptop 
tote in Bloom 

Schoolhouse Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and 
commercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production and 
unavailable for over 50 years. Retail 
showrooms in New York City and 
Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free (800) 630-7113 
www.schoolhouseelectric.com 
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LIGHTEN, BRIGHTEN, 
& LOVE YOUR HOME 
Inspire guests with your cuisine 

AND couture with the Eurofase 

Niagara chandelier. A sleek, 

elliptical frame supports cascading 

strands of crystal for a modern take 

on the extravagant chandelier. 

Discover thousands of stylish ways 

to update your home for the 

hol idays this year wit h EXPO. 

•• Design Cente r 
A HCMIE: OCPO T COMPANY 

visit www.expo.com 
to find a store nea; y9~ ,, 



l o sourcing 

Energy Star 
www.energystar.gov 
Clodagh's Cleaning Bible 
www.clodagh.com 
The Green Guide 
www.thegreenguide.com 
The City of Santa Monica Green 
Building Guide 
www.globalgreen.orgfgbrc 

69 M House 

David Hertz, AIA 
Syndesis. Inc. 
2908 Colorado Ave. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
www.syndesisinc.com 
Sink by Boffi 
www.boffi.com 
Shower fixtures 
by Arne Jacobsen for Vola 
www.vola.dk 

80 OH the Grid 

Tonino Joseph Vicari 
Tectonic Design 
4977 Mortar Rd. 
Monroe, MI 48161 
Tel: (734) 657-3855 
www.tectonic-design.com 
Widdicomb furniture 
www.johnwiddicomb.com 
Weplight 
www.weplight.com 
Wick Building 
www.wickbuilding.com 

Mark Frauenfelder 
Ed itor-in-chief 
Make magazine 
www.makezine.com 
Loft bag by STM 
Wink SF 
4107 24th St. 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
Tel: (415) 401-8881 
The Slim Cargo by Acme Made 
www.acmemade.com 
Warren Street technical nylon bag 
by Jack Spade 
www.jackspade.com 
Buck briefcase by Mandarlna Duck 
www.flightOOl.com 
Marina computer handbag by 
Timbuk2 
www.timbuk2.com 
Fleur tote by One & Co. for lncase 
www.goincase.com 

0-.e!I® 1155~ l530·5309l. Volume VI. 
Numoer 2. ·S published monihly, e11cept 
b1·mont1't y 1n Dec Jan, Feb. tlar an-cl 
JuL. Aug. by Ow!ll, LLC .. 99 Osgood Place. 
San F1anc1sto CA 94133-A629. U.S A 
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96 Nice Modernist 

Materials & Applications 
Jenna Didier and Oliver Hess 
1619 Silver l ake Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
Tel: (323) 913-0915 
www.emanate.org 
B<>njamin Ball and Gaston Nogues 
Ball-Nogues Architecture & Design 
Tel: (213) 458-3673 
www.ball-nogues.com 
Electric Skychurch 
P .0. Box 29333 
Los Angeles, CA 90029-0333 
www.skychurch.com 

100 Detour 

Galerie Martin Kudlek 
Schaafenstrasse 8 
50676 Cologne, Germany 
Tel: 011-49-221-729667 
www.martinkudlek.de 
Architecture Guide 
www.koelnarchitektur.de 
Hopper Hotel St. Antonius 
()agobert Strasse 32 
www.hopper.de 
Malzmuhle 
1-ieumarkt 6 
Vintage 
Pfeilstrasse 31·35 
Six Pack 
Aachener Strasse 33 
Museum !Ur Angewandte Kunst 
An der Rechtschule 
ArchitekturbOro Schilling 
G.ereonswall 75 
Peek & Cloppenburg department 
department store 
Schildergasse 65-67 
Sign of the Times 
B rOsseler Strasse 80-82 
o.k. Versand 
G ladbacher Strasse 36 
www.okversand.com 

London New Designers Show 
www.newdesignersonline.co.uk 

Moonfront 
One Embarcadero Center 
Ste. 500. #5016 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel: (415) 704-3114 
www.moonfront.com 
san.francisco@moonfront.com 

In i he US, Owe :ll) 1sa re,g-stered trade· 
f"r'liilrk cf Dwell. LLC Pu?Jhst"er assumes 
no respons brhly for retum of unsol.c1ted 
manuscr1p:s, at1, or an) otne1 unsohc1ted 
materi;;i1s. Subscription price for U-S 

Liquifer 
Grobe Mohrengassa 38/l 
1020 Vienna, Austria 
Tel: Oll-43·1-2188505 
www.liquifer.at 
office@liquifer.at 

World Monuments Fund 
www.wmf.org 
Museum of Arts + Design 
Two Columbus Circle 
New York, NY 
www.americancraftmuseum.org 

Center for Maximum Potential 
Building Systems 
8604 FM 969 
Austin, TX 78724 
Tel: (512) 928-4786 
www.cmpbs.org 
center@cmpbs.org 
Texas A&M University 
www.tamu.edu 
City of Austin Green 
Building Program 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/greenbuilder 
U.S. Green Building Council 
1015 18th St. NW, Ste. 508 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: (202) 828-7422 
www.usgbc.org 

i Efl•m:nrnmtfD 
Escher GuneWardena Architecture 
Frank Escher and 
Ravi GuneWardena 
815 Silver Lake Blvd. 
Los Angeles. CA 90026 
www.egarch.com 
frank@egarch.net 
ravi@egarch.net 
Green Clips 
www.greenclips.com 
Minnesota Building 
Materials Database 
www.buildingmaterials.umn.edu 

Angela Brooks and 
Lawrence Scarpa 
Pugh +Scarpa 
2525 Michigan Ave .. Fl 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Tel: (310) 828-0226 
www.pugh-scarpa.com 

tes dents'. $2.0 00 fOf 9 issues. Canadian 
subscnptron rate: $29.95 IGST included} 
for 9 issves A otref countries'. $35.95 fOI 
91ssues To ordet a subsc11pt10'1 to Dwell 
or to mQt11re about an ex·Slini subsc.ript :on. 

Livable Places 
634 S. Spring St .• Ste. 727 
Los Angeles, CA 90014-3902 
Tel: (213) 622-5980 
www.livableplaces.org 
Dr. John G. Ingersoll 
Solar consultant 
Helios International 
21315 Lighthill Dr. 
Topanga, CA 90290 
Tel: (818) 884-8783 
heliosintl@aol.com 
Cherry sofa with Designtex fabric 
designed by Pugh+ Scarpa, 
fabricated by the Custom 
Upholstering Store 
13400 Saticoy St .. Ste. 2 
North Hollywood. CA 91605 
Tel: (818) 781-2848 
Coffee table designed by Pugh + 
Scarpa, fabricated by Dave Scott 
14 Verona St .. #3C 
Brooklyn, NY 11251 
Tel: (718) 330-7903 
www.desudesign.com 
dscott@desudesign.com 
Area rug from the Shag 
Carpet Company 
www.shagcarpet.com 
Cherry bookcases designed by 
Pugh+ Scarpa, fabricated by 
Soli Jeshurun 
SOLi -CRAFT 
5707 Mesmer Ave. 
Culver City, CA 90230 
Tel: (310) 313-3775 
Cherry dining table designed by 
Pugh + Scarpa, fabricated by 
Joe Cooper 
1201 S. Windsor Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 
Tel: (310) 836-1602 x2239 
joecnc@msn.com 

48 Green Acres 

James Grose, Architect 
Bligh Voller Nield 
www.blighvollernield.com 
www.grosebradley.com 

Leger Wanaselja Architecture 
2808 Adeline St.. #4 
Berkeley. CA 94703 
Tel: (510) 848-8901 
Fax: (510) 848-8908 
www.lwarc.com 
lwarc@pacbell.net 

o ease write to: Dwell Magazine Custofl"er 
Service, P 0. Bo:.: 5100. Marian IA 515'93· 
0600. or ealt 877-939-3553 ?e,,odocais 
Postage Paid at Sa'l Francisco. CA and at 
add1t1onal ma ltrg ot11ces 

Build It Green 
www.build-green.org 

160 Earth-Friendl Furniture? 

Bart Bettencourt 
(Bettencourt wood) 
www.bettencourtwood.com 
bart@bettencourtwood.com 
Hauptman Products 
www.jonashauptman.com 
jonasiam@umich.edu 
Emiliano Godoy 
Godoy Lab 
www.godoylab.com 
e@godoylab.com 
Herman Miller 
www.hermanmiller.com 
Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the 
Way We Make Things by William 
McDonough & Michael Braungart 
(North Point Press. 2002) 
www.mcdonough.com 

The ReBuilding Center 
3625 N. Mississippi Ave. 
Portland, OR 97227 
Tel: (503) 331-1877 
www.rebuildingcenter.org 
Our United Villages 
4001-A N. Mississippi Ave. 
Portland. OR 97227 
Tel: (503) 546-7499 
info@ourunitedvillages.org 
City Repair 
P.O. Box 42615 
Portland, OR 97242 
Tel: (503) 235-8946 
www.cityrepair.org 
thecircle@cityrepair.org 
Communitecture 
8512 S.E. Eighth Ave. 
Portland, OR 97202 
Tel: (503) 230-1293 
Whole House Building Supply 
and Salvage 
1955 Pulgas Rd. 
East Palo Alto. CA 94303 
www.driftwoodsalvage.com 
gardner@batnet.com 
GreenHOME 
P.O. Box 42676 
Washington, DC 20015 
Tel: (202) 544-5336 
www.greenhome.org 
pattyrose@greenhome.org 
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(,opy t d n' 



Habitat for Humanity International 
121 Habitat St. 
Americus, GA 31709 
Tel: (229) 924-6935 x2551 
www.habitat.org 
publicinfo@habitat.org 
Lydia Doleman 
ldoleman@yahoo.com 

174 Renovation 101 

Atlas Industries 
Thomas Wright 
www.atlaswest.com 
Joseph Fratesi 
www.atlaseast.com 
Fran~ois Levy Design Studio 
Austin, TX 
Tel: (512) 689·7667 
www.francoislevy.com 
Good House Hunting: 20 Steps 
to Your Dream Home by Dennis 
Wedlick (Harper Collins. 2005) 
www.harpercollins.com 
Good House, Cheap House 
by Kira Obolensky 
(Taunton Press, 2005) 
www.taunton.com 
Halpert + Ruiz 
Bronx, NY 
Tel: (718) 585-8753 
www.halpertandrulz.com 
Made 
Oliver Freundlich 
Brooklyn, NY 
Tel: (718) 834-0171 
www.made-nyc.com 
Alchemy Architects 
Geoffrey Warner 
St. Paul, MN 
Tel: (651) 647-6650 
www.alchemyarch.com 

Michel Rojkind 
Rojkind Arquitectos 
Campos Eliseos #432 
Col. Polanco, Mexico O.F. 11560 
Tel: 011-52-55-5280-8369 
www.rojkindarquitectos.com 
michel@ro1klndarquitectos.com 

AAMSCO LIGHTING, INC. 
100 Lamp Light Circle • Summerville, SC 29483 

1-800-221-9092 • Fax: 843-278-0001 • www.aamsco.com 
--
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I Houses We Love I Story by Chloe Veltman 

Described in travel pidel u •concrete 1Uburban, • 
the hilly Tecamachalco area north of Mexico City is 
a chaotic landscape of tile roofs and white stucco. Here, 
an idiosyncratic addition, designed by architect Michel 
Rojkind for Alberto Saltiel, makes a bold statement 

The house's sensuous red contours take their inspira­
tion from Saltiel's daughter, a promising ballerina who 
recently studied in Russia. Prague's Tancici Dum (better 
known as "Ginger and Fred;, designed by Frank Gehry 
and Vlado Milunic in the 19905. is petbaps the most well­
known example of atchitecture inspired by movement 

212 Dwell Dec/Jan 2006 

I Photo by Jaime Navarro 

But lojkind's design demonstrates just how different 
two dance-themed buildings can be: While the graceful 
lines ofTmc:id Dam bring to mind a twilling ballgown 
captmed mid-waltz, lojtind's radical riff on the theme 
of two bodies in motion is more Martha Graham than 
Ginger Rogers. Rojkincl's new addition accentuates the 
quirks of the orlpW structure. In both its bold color 
and dynamic shape. the house truly reflects a ballerina's 
spirit -aeing zz yean old, my client's daughter is very 
passionate about life,• says Rojkind. "What other color 
but red could illustrate that passion?• • 
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