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The air filtration in most automobiles screens out particles, and not much else. So pollen, mold, bacteria and odors 

still have a chance of getting through. To combat this, Lexus engineers have implemented purifying technology you'd 
be more likely to find in a hospital or high-tech clean room than in a car. First, air passes through micron filtration. 
Then it is exposed to ultraviolet light, which virtua lly breaks down the tiniest offenders, even odors'. Leaving you to 

breathe some ol the cleanest air available on Earth. For more on our pursuit of perfection, please visit lexus.com. 
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Find out how you can make The House and Victory Park your 

home by vis iting www.thehouse.com or by calling 214.303.1200. 

Envisioned as a dazzling cornerstone of the city's 

burgeoning Victory Park district, The House by Starck 

and YOO will fortify the Big D's embrace of new 

urbanism by offering residents an unrivaled high-rise 

home amidst an unprecedented mix of high-end 

residential, bout ique retail, world-class dining, 

premium hotels plus modern and technological ly 

advanced office space. 

The 28-story tower, slated for completion in 2008, will 

present the free-flowing forms and reflect a free

flowing lifestyle that have become the signatures of 

internationally-renowned designer Philippe Starck and 

YOO, UK, ltd. 150 residences wi ll encompass 140, 

one- to three-bedroom homes ranging from 1,000 to 

2,000 square feet and 10 penthouse homes with two 

to three bedrooms plus dens ranging from 2,000 to 

more than 3,500 square feet . Amenities will include a 

choice of three exclusive interior decor options, private 

patios with sweeping views, gourmet kitchens, an 

owners club, library, business center, state-of-the-art 

fitness faci lity, concierge and valet. The property will 

also boast an elevated outdoor terrace on the 5th floor 

level with resort-style pool, cabanas and lounge areas, 

amidst lush orchards and greenery. 

Beginning in summer 2006, Victory Park, which is 

anchored by American Airlines Center and wi ll 

ultimately stitch together the revitalized downtown and 

sought-Mier Uptown-are<i neighborhoods, will 
showcase best of breed offerings such as public park 

and outdoor plazas, Tom Colicchio's fi rst Craft 

restaurant outside of Manhattan, Bliss Spa, Texas' 

fi rst W Hotel and the first completed W Residence 

product in the country, a landmark media installation, 

ghostbar, N9NE Steakhouse and direct access to 

the Katy Trail hike and bike path. 
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Discover the world's most inspiring windows and doors at www.loewen com 
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For luxury homeowners - and the architects, designers and custom builders that create their 

dre<1ms - Loewen is the brand that delivers an unrivaled combination of experience, artisanship 

and innovative design in an extensive line of Douglas Fir and Mahogany windows and doors. 

Contact Loewen at 1.800.563.9367 to begin the experience. 

Design. Create. Inspire. 



Shine warm abundant light on all that you do 

with the George Nelson Bubble Lamp • 

Manufactured exclusively by Modernica 

www.modernica.net 
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Do you love the clean, sleek 
styling of contemporary 
leather furniture but have 
trouble making the comfort 
connection? A short trip back in 
time to the Southern Italian port town of 
Taranto will go a long way toward raising 
your comfort level. 

Special Advertising Section 

Get ready to rethink your 
contemporary leather 

com rt z ne. 

Pasquale Natwzti and team discuss the fi•ter points 
of design and comfort. 

A comfortable and stylish new introd,.ction from tl1e Urhaor Collection. 

In 1959, Pasquale Natuzzi opened his tiny 
workshop in Taranto, crafting armchairs 
and sofas for the locals - people whose 
appreciation for Italian design and 
craftsmanship was rivaled only by their 
passion for comfort. Ever since, this 
patriarch of Italian leather furniture and 
the company he built, have been creating 
sofas, chairs and sectionals that are as 
much about comfort as style. 

N atuzzi's supple leather seating offers 
inherent comfort. But it's what's inside that 
truly makes you not want to get up. 
Although they've always been as pleasing 
to the body as to the eye, Natuzzi pieces 
now feature an improved internal 
comfort system. They've combined the 
best down feathers with a special 
polyester silicone foam in a 70/ 30 ratio, 
for enhanced comfort that impressed 
Pasquale Natuzzi himself. 

A world of comfort and style awaits 
you at www.natuzz1.com. 

~ Register onlinc to win 
~e 1talian vacation of your dreams! 

Natuzzi "ultra comfort" runs through all 
their collections - Casual Esprit, Urban 
Feel and Vintage Mood. Even in the 
sleekest contemporary designs, comfort 
is king. But the comfort quotient doesn't 
end there. Slumber on a Natuzzi sofa 
bed or relax in a manual or electric 
recliner and feel for yourself. Be sure to 
try one with t he multi-massage function . 

Comfy yet? Hopefully any misconceptions 
you might have had about the contem
porary leather = comfort equation have 
been dispelled .. . and now you can move 
on to the real fun - exploring your own 
Natuzzi style_ • 



When choosing a new living room, think about your own style. If your world is made of natural, 

spontaneous elegance, you'll find the style you need in our casual collection. Natuzzi, founded in 

1959, is the largest furniture manufacturer in Italy and the world leader in leather sofas. 

Each product, individually designed in our Style Center and handcrafted by our expert artisans, is a 

perfect yet affordable il lustration of Ita lian craftsmanship. 

NATUZZr 
It's how you live'" 

Enjoy the comfort and beauty of Natuzzi for years to come. Call 1-800-262-9063 or visit www.nat uzzi.com for your local Natuzzi Gallery or Store. 
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FOUR PROJECTS ONE VISION TO REDEFINE THE WAY YOU LIVE AND WORK 
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· Editor's Note 
' Allison Arieff muses about 

design inspiration and the 

story behind the ob1ects 

' and buildings we love. 

: Rethinking Senior 
: Housing 
• With the baby boomers 

: abounding, it's time we start 

: rethinking design for all ages 

: Story by Amara Holstein I 
' Photos by Larry Sultan 

· A Life in Design 
' An introduction to the 

mind s behind great design 

' profi led in this issue. 

I Contents 

Apri I 2006 Contents 

· Profiles 

Marcel Wanders Byoung Cho J . Abbott Miller and 
In this age of supersleek, Acclaimed Korean architect Ellen Lupton 

• highly stylized surfaces, • Byoung Cho makes an In both work and life, Ellen 

Marcel Wanders is rethink· • unlikely home in Bozeman, Lupton and J. Abbott Miller 

ing design with a human Montana, where he teaches are partners in design. 

• touch. Story by Jane Szita I ' the beauty of the box. Story Story by Shonquis Moreno I 
' Photos by Oliver Chanarin by Sam Grawe I Photos by ' Photos by Julian Broad 

and Adam Broomberg Julian Broad 

"Philosophy is not one truth, but thousands 
of truths. You don't have to believe in just one 
thing. When you choose one idea, you close 
yourself to the rest." 
- Marcel Wanders 

Cover: Marcel Wanders, page 142 
Photo by Oliver Chanarin and Adam Broomberg 







'de Glasstile· Oceansi 
www.glasstile.com 



' Off the Grid · Dwell Reports 
' They say that urbanites are You've been working hard, 

detached from nature, but • mastering the craft of 

as this New Zealand apart- Keller and Vongerichten, 

ment shows, they can also but are your dinner plates 

, be the most env1ronmen- , worthy of your culinary 

, tally conscious. , feats? 

www.dwellmag.com 
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· Detour 
• Once a blue-collar indus-

trial port, Malmo, Sweden, 

• now aims to be a premier 

• design destination. It's on 

• its way. 

Dwell Labs 
Is there a perfect succu
lent to complement your 

sectional? Yes! 

Letters 

What We Saw 
Shonquis Moreno finds 

modern to be the new high 
point at High Point. 

Landscape 
· Architecture 101 
• A brief history of landscape 

• architecture, from Olmsted 
, to Gaudf, Noguchi to 

, Walker. Plus, key sites for 

' aficionados to visit. 

I contents 

In the Modern World My House 
There are b1enn1als to see • Nike product designer 

' and books to read in this 

' here modern world. 

: Nice Modernist 
Everyone knows it' s best 

to build with low impact 

, on the earth, but few go as 

far as Malcolm Wells, who 

, champions building homes 

, within it. 

• Stefan Andren and his 

wife, Nicole, were inspired 

by defeat, eschewing loft 

space for a self-designed 

home in Portland, Oregon. 

Archive Conversation 
• Unlike the rest of St. Louis, • Unwitting modernist 

Anne Bergeron and Steve • Charles Harper- whose 

Wellme1er chose to preserve playful prints, paintings, 

their Harris Armstrong- • and posters of nature have 

• designed home; perhaps • delighted fans for half a 

• they' ll encourage others to • century-discusses his 

follow suit. career as the anti-Audubon. 

Sourcing 
Where and how to find 
all the things you love in 

Dwell. 

Houses We Love 
, An inventive German 

company is taking prefab 

to the trees. 



The " best seller" from lt1ly can bt found In: 

U.S.A. 
Sheffield, MA 
Wellesley, MA 
Chicago. IL 
Miami, FL 
Aventura, FL 
Coral Gables. FL 
Rochelle Park, NJ 
San Antonio. TX 
San Francisco, CA 
Lafayelle. CA 
Pasadena. CA 
Sacramento. CA 
Redwood City. CA 
San Diego, CA 
Tus11n. CA 
West Hollywood, CA 
Reno/Tahoe. NV 
Roslyn He19hls, NY 

Tel. 413.229.5930 
Tel. 781.237.7100 
Tel. 773.279.0050 
Tel. 305.576.5200 
Tel. 305.792.9494 
Tel. 305.4'4.7383 
Tel. 201.368.8400 
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Toi. 4 lS,440.0210 
Tel. 925284.1578 
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Tel. 650.369. 1794 
Tel 619.239.4788 
Tel 714 3683618 
Tel 310 657 5100 
Tel 775.786.6328 
Tel 516.625. 1354 

CANADA 
Toronto 
Montreal 
BARBADOS 
ST. KITTS & NEVIS 
MEXICO 
Mexico 0.F. 
Monterrey 
Puebla 
Torreon Coahuila 
Guadalajara 
Tabasco ViUahermosa 
VENEZUELA 
Caracas 
Valencia 
Puerto La Cruz 

r.o'\ ~ Systom of Oua\lty Mo_..,.,,t UNI EN 150 9001 
\Cli.J ~- Spt•m of Environmen~l M•nae-mtnl UNI EN t$O 14001 

Sc1Vo1lnl S.p.A. - 61025 Monttlabb1tt IPUI - 1t1li1 

Tel. 416.961.2929 
Tel. 514.341.3636 
Tel. 246.425.4836 
Tel. 869.465.3223 

Tel. 55 56167628 
Tel. 81 83568069 
Tel. 222 2982196 
Tel. 871 7226185 
Tel. 333 6423814 
Tel. 993 3111868 

Tel. 0212 2652640 
Tel. 0241 8243885 
Tel 0281 2865191 
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www.kartellus.com I contact us for a store near you I phone 866 854 8823 

mademoiselle chair design philippe starck usame coffee table design patricia urquiola 
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I Letters 

What a delightful surprise on page i23 of the 

FebruaryiMarch 2006 issue ("Row House 

Reviva l"). The photograph of young Jonas 

Ogrodnik-Bard in was beautiful and brightened 

up a gloomy winter day. Kudos to photographer 

Craig Cutler for capt uring Jonas's expression 

of wonder , and kudos to the design depart -

ment for knowing how this photograph should 

be played-by fill ing t he page. This photograph 

reemphasized for me t hat I look to Dwell not only 

to educate on interior and exterior design, but 

to be a thoughtfully designed publicat ion as well. 

Janet Fry Schneider 
Indianapolis. Indiana 

I was very excited to see the article about 

Cologne in the December/January 2006 issue 

(" Curating Cologne"}. It happens that I have 

been living here in Germany for t he past three 

mont hs whi le completing a short -term assign

ment for my employer (I work in automotive 

design). One of the signi ficant personal benefits 

of t his assignment has been the opport unity to 

explore Europe on the weekends. However . the 

December/January issue found me entering the 

final two weeks of my assignment, and fee ling 

too t ired for any additional weekend travel. But 

Mart in Kudlek's suggest ions regardi ng the inter

est ing things to see and do in Cologne reinvigo

rated my sense of adventure and convinced me 

t hat perhaps I should take just one more week

end trip. Cologne did not disappoint-it was a 

tru ly enjoyable city and a wonderful experience. 

Thank you for providing me with a much-needed 

(1ose of mot ivation I 

Jim Turney 
Portland, Oregon 

I've appreciated your aspirations to do more than 

j ust produce a beaut if ul magazine, which you do 

very well. Your work on prefab, green architec

t ure. and things l ike Samuel Mockbee and the 

Rural Studio projects provide excellent and 

inspiring information we can use more of. 

However, I was start led by the icky feel-

ing I got from your photo of an 11-year-old girl 

in a shower on page 72 (" Sustainabi l ity in 

Stages") of the December/January 2 006 issue. 

Objectification and/or sexual izing of young girl s 

has no place in our society, and certainly no 

place in Dwel l. 

As for Hurricane Katrina suggest io ns 

("Letters," December/January 2006), how about 

having every major advert iser in Dwell "adopt" 

one family in need? Advertisers could donate 

the money and expert ise needed to help fami lies 

make use of some type of semipermanent hous

ing. Some families are being made repeatedly 

homeless, wait ing to no avai l for FE MA money 
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and being evicted when it doesn't arr ive, or being 

sent from church basement to community shelter 

and state to state over and over again. With no 

coordinat ion of locat ions or schedules, kids are 

missing school and money is being wasted on 

shunting people around haphazard ly. Until new. 

permanent housing is avai lable, better use of 

t emporary housing is desperately needed. 

Trina Porte 
New Lebanon, New York 

I have been devouring your magazine for nearly 

a year and have found each issue to be inspir-

ing and engaging. I am a contemporary artist 

in Kansas City and much of what I create is 

inspired by certain elements of design, many of 

which I find in your magazine. As I am sure that 

many ot Dwell's readers are wel l aware. there 

is an important relat ionship between modern 

art and design. and I for one would love to see 

more features in your magazine highlight ing 

t his unique relationship (e.g., features about art 

gal leries worldwide. l1omes whose art collect ions 

are as impressive as the architects who designed 

them, artists who are contributing to t he world 

of design and architecture, etc .). I understand 

that this topic can seem a l itt le ethereal and non

definit ive, but I am sure that ii it is approached 

with a pract ical. down-to-earth viewpoint. it wi ll 

be widely enjoyed and benefic ial to al l. 

Joel Sorge 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Editors' Note: Hope you caught "Curating 

Cologne" (December/January 2006), featuring 

gallery owner Martin Kudlek . In this issue. take a 

look at the article about artist Charles Harper on 

page 122 . and in May look for "Art Col lecting 

101. " We love art and artists and feature them 

whenever appropriate. Thanks for reading and 

for writing. 

I'm very interested in modern architecture and 

design, and dream of one day r1aving a career in 

the f ield. The trouble is, I am afra id of math. Any 

suggest ions or anecdotes would be appreciated. 

Nathan O'Daniel 
Goleta. Cal ifornia 

Editors' Note: Architect Howard Leist, architec

tural design director al HLW International in 

New York, offers the following: ''Mathematics is 

a part of archi tecture on an applied level rather 

than a theoretical level. Mean ing that wh ile you 

will cer tainly be dealing with measured length, 

area, and volume, you are not solving complex 

equations or proving theorems. In practice, most 

complex matfl as i t pertains to architecture is 

performed by engineers and consultants. Wh ile It 

is importan t to understand the concepts behind 

what your engineers are doing, mathematical 

resolution of those problems themselves is 

usually not required. That said. don 't give up on 

math. If you stick with i t, eventually things will 

click. An underpinning of mathematical t·heory is 

present in how we perceive proportion. The 

golden section, the Fibonacci series, and others 

are mathematic precepts that manifest them

selves visually, and can add to architectural 
richness. ,. 

I am an eighth-grade student and a regular sub

scriber. I have not iced t hat certain aspects of the 

homes featured in Dwell could add considerable 

cost to the bui ldingipurchase price of the house. 

Are these homes real ly in a consumer's budge\7 

It would be helpful to include prices of t hese 

homes and the feat ures in them. By including 

costs of houses iri your articles, readers could 

see different ranges of what these types of 

homes cost and determ ine if they are realistic 

for the reader to consider for themselves. 

Max Wilson 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Editors' Note: We endeavor to include the budget 

whenever possible. Often, homeowners choose 

not to disclose this information. In the end. we 

make our selections based not on budget but 

on quality of design. 

I was reading about the Dwell Home II and its 

use of sustainable materials in the Decemberi 

.January 2006 issue ("Long-Term Investments"). 

I was particularly interested in the reference to 

pervious concrete and was wondering what made 

it so. How durable is it? And where can I locate 

a source for it7 I have a home in Seattle and it 

is located in an area t he c ity refers to as ECA 

(Environmental Critical Area) due to its locat ion 

on a hi llside. We are trying to redo our driveway, 

and the city has said t hat even gravel or crushed 

rock is considered impervious. 1Ne are trying 

to broaden our opt ions for acceptable driveway 

material, and I would very much like to know 

what this product is. 

Linda Farrell 
Seattle. Washington 

Editors ' Note: Dwell Home II project architec t 

Bojana Banyasz says: "Like regular concrete, 

pervious concrete is created by mixing cement, 

sand. aggregates, and water. Because U1ere is 

very l ittle (if any) sand used in the mix, pervious 

concrete contains about 15 to 35 percent by 

volume of interconnected voids that allow for the 

percolation of rainwater through this material. 

" In addition to percolating water into the ~ 



In the pursuit of fresher, more flavorful meals, Sub-Zero pioneered dual refrigeration. A simple concept really-instead of using 

one compressor for both refrigeration and freezing. why not use two? That way, every onion, shrimp. and waffle is perfectly 

preserved in its own climate-controlled air-with nary an odor exchanged Here's to fresher dialogue at the dinner table 

subzero.com 800-222-7820 

Sub-Zero is the corporate companion and kitchen soul mate of L:tJ 0 LI='~ 



I Letters 

underlying soil, gravel, or other sub-base, 

pervious concrete will filter the rainwater runoff 

from pollutants such as motor oil, car-washing 

detergents, etc. that would normally be quickly 

washed into a municipal storm drain . Depending 

on the slope and specific mix used, pervious 

concrete has the abil ity to absorb enough of the 

rainwater to prevent runoff from its surface 

during most rain events. 

" For more information, go to www.pervious 

concre!ecalifornia.corn, www.ecocreto.com, 

and www.invisibles!ructures.com/GP2/ 

grasspave.htm." 

Thank you for devoting t he entire December/ 

January 2006 issue (''Green Is Good " ) to eco

oriented design and architecture. At a t ime in 

which we are bombarded wit h news oi destruc

t ion and devastation around the globe (and 

bleaker predict ions tor t he future), it is hearten

ing to learn about people who are actual ly saving 

the planet by acting local ly, even at home. I 

was amazed to learn about the advancements 

in green technology for the home thanks to the 

creativity of designers, archi tects, and manufac

t urers. Seeing active famil ies make solar power 

part of mainstream l iving and how designers are 

creat ing functional and attract ive salvaged and 

biodegradable products across the board has 

changed my perspective as a consumer. The 

future is looking brighter already. 

Jeanne Simon 
New York. New York 

In response to Jason George's letter quest ioning 

the importance of interior designers (" Letters," 

December/January 2006), the architect builds 

the house; it is the interior designer who makes 

it a home. 

Ernest F. McGray Jr. 
San Francisco, California 

Jason George's letter jumped out at me, as I have 

been suffering a simi lar di lemma. After finishing 

an interior-design summer program at Parson's 

in New York, I came away with the s.ame feel· 

ing of inadequacy, and actual ly decided that 

I would l ike to get an architecture degree. 

although I can't afford to do that for several 

years. Meanwhile, I have started several interior 

projects, mainly for residential spaces, and I 

am convinced that there is a lot t hat an interior 

designer can do. You can have an enormous 

impact in the choices you make. I have been 

trying, in my work, to choose low-energy appl i

ances, create a l ighting system that can use 

low-energy l ight bulbs, and avoid high-VOC paints 

and carpets or plast ics t hat are created with or 

emit toxins. I have tried to support companies 
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t hat are committed to environmental ly respon

sible pract ices. I am trying to f ind soft furnishing 

fabrics that are organic and have not used toxic 

dyes, and to recycle by buying and refurbishing 

secondhand furnit ure. The list goes on. 

I strongly believe that you can make a differ

ence, not only in committing to making these 

kinds of choices, but also by setting an example 

to t he clients you work with and showing that 

a stunning, luxurious interior/l ifestyle does not 

have to come at the expense of the planet. Think 

about it. I have of ten heard t he saying " the 

consumer is king. " You are the "consumer" on 

behalf of your c lients, and you can consume 

ethically and responsibly. You can make a differ

ence. so get out there and start working_ 

Elizabeth Doughty 
New York. New York 

Surely Sam Grawe ("Sign of the Times," 

December/January 2006) meant "gas-powered" 

and not "gas-guzzling" when he referred to the 

non hybrid Civic . Not everyone can afford to pay 

a premium for hybrid technology. A hybrid was 

out of reach, but tor the sake of environmental 

responsibi lity I bought an ULEV with excellent 

fuel efficiency. To date I'm averaging 35 mpg 

in my 2006 Civic. Save the deroga tory labels for 

vehicles actually deserving of such. 

Sharyn Lais 
Sacramento, Californ ia 

I'm a bit perplexed by a comment call ing 

the regular-engine Honda Civic a "gas guzzler." 

Owning a 1998 Civic that gets 42 mpg highway, 

and noting the 2006 Civic achieves 40- 50 mpg, I 

f ind it quite funny to refer to a Civic as a guzzler. 

On a trip through five U.S. states this summer, 

we noted our southern neighbors' strange obses

sion wi th large SUVs, most struggl ing to attain i8 
miles per gal lon. Would these vehicles not be the 

true gas-guzzlers7 

Rob McConnell 
OHawa, Ontario 

Editors' Note: The article's author, Dwell sen ior 

editor Sam Grawe, responds: "This writer admits 
he is prone to hyperbole. I agree that the Civic is 

more of a gas sipper than guzzler. You have both 

fulfilled your Civic duty by speaking out. " 

We were pleased to see Leger Wanaselja's 

Dwight Way project ("Sign of t he Times," 

December/January 2006) published in Dwell. It 

definitely turned our heads when we first saw the 

project about two years ago- so much so that we 

hired [architects] Cate Leger and Karl Wanaselja 

to design a home for us in the Oakland hi l ls. 

They've done an amazing job designing a 

.l.600-square-foot home for us. The design really 

minimizes impact to the site, keeping excavation 

to less t han 50 cubic yards, which is especially 

impressive given the unusual shape and steep 

slope of the lot. As wit h al l t heir designs, green 

features are incorporated throughout. And we' re 

excited to say, we' ve just broken ground t his 

week. 

Jim and Nina Meehan 
Oakland, California 

I meant to wish you a happy birthday on t ime 

{October 2005), b ut got slightly distracted. Let 

me explain. One of the reasons I did not have a 

chance to wr ite to you on t ime has to do with a 

renovation project that I have recently started in 

France. Renovation is not even tt1e right term, as 

t he starting point is a farmhouse from .t86o, cur

rently occupied by about 20 cows. At any rate, I 

just received the December/January 2006 issue 

wit h " Renovat ion 10 1," and let 's just say that 

this could not have been more t imely. 

I've been a Dwel l reader and subscriber for 

many years, and y·our publication has had a 

tremendous influence on my desire to undertake 

this project, so t hank you, and I will keep you 

posted on t he progress. 

So good luck fo r the next five years and 

beyond I 

Frederic Billou 
San Francisco. California 

Your " Renovation 101" is a new and welcome 

reminder of opt ions available beyond the 

confines of simple paint ing and hardware 

replacement. The inspired renovations to 

t he brownstone in the Bronx and train depot 

relocat ion in our beloved Austin were sources 

of renewed vigor i n our efforts to " hip-i fy " our 

1969 home. Thirtysomethings, take note! The 

structure itself is t he least of our obstacles. The 

imaginat ion is where we get stuck! 

Fritz Re inig 
Austin, Texas 

We were very pleased to read "Community 

of Vision" (October 2005), about Holl in Hil ls' 

architect Charles M. Goodman, a prominent 

contributor to the efforts of the National 

Association of Home Builders. We own one of 

Goodman's aluminum show homes designed for 

Alcoa Aluminum Company. Built in 1957 and 

named Alcoa Care-tree Home, it proudly claimed 

to sat isfy the Women's Congress on Housing 

requirements in setting t he pattern of the perfect 

house. We understand there may be half a dozen 

or so homes l ike it in the U.S. We would really 

appreciate f inding the ot her homes like it. When 

we purchased t he house three years ago from .,. 





[Letters 

t he original owner, we didn't find much writ-

ten about Mr. Goodman. Now he and his work 

seem to have made a comeback. Like the Wilson 

family in your story, we plan to add more space 

without losing the feel of t he origin a I house. 

We really feel it is an almost ideal living space. 

Thanks for writing about architecture, the archi

tects, and the owners t hat create and preserve 

these works of art. 

Dawn Palmer and Richard Gammack 
Lincoln, Massachusetts 

After reading multiple letters to the editor in your 
December/January 2006 issue, I see that many 

folks have interest in finding modern home com

munities in the Washington, D.C. area. I have 

only heard of two, and you listed one of them. I 

wasn't sure if you knew of t he other .. Moving here 

a few months ago, and alt hough not specifically 

looking for a modern home, I am happy to say 

that my wife and I found and now l ive in the 

Truro subdivision. It offers a great location in a 

friendly community with nice neighbors. There 

are nice parks and wooded tra ils. As for the 

house, even though it was built in 1968, it has 

withstood t he test of time. 

Mike Zinngrabe 
Washington, D.C. 

I loved your Hollin Hills piece. It's such an 

overlooked gem, and you captured what makes 

it amazing and special. I grew up t here, and 

it (and its legacy) are why I became a design 

writer. I only wish that today more architects 

and designers were following that ethos. 

Jennifer Kabat 
Margaretville, New York 

In response to Jim Powers's query about house

plants ("Letters," October/November 2005), they 

are a vital component of a healthy house. Certain 

houseplants work hard to scrub toxins out of the 

air. The foremost authority on this subject would 

be Dr. B. C. Wolverton, whose life work with 

NASA led him to identify 50 houseplants that do 

t his job well. In his book How to Grow Fresh Air, 
50 Houseplants that Purify Your Home or Office, 
each plant is not only rank ordered, but is ident i

f ied by the specific toxin it removes. Sorry, Jim, 

but the palms and ferns are at t he top of that l ist 

for the exceptional work they do. 

Beth Akin 
Houston, Texas 

Editors' Note: For more on this subject, take a 
look at Dwell Labs on page 234. 

I've been reading Dwell since it started. Having 

renovated two houses and having ex:perienced 
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" new" houses bui lt on slabs, I am convinced 

that a house bui lt with a basement is much more 

comfortable and energy-efficient than one with

out. Hence, I would not buy a house, nor build 

one, without a basement. Most of t he articles 

in Dwell mention little if anything about what is 

under any of the houses you feature. I would l ike 

to suggest an article on basements. They are eas

ily ignored, but loom large in the comfort level of 

a house. 

DanZlbman 
Princeton Junction, New Jersey 

Editors' Note: Thanks for the suggestion. You 

might want to take a look at the book ldeawise 

Basements and Attics: Inspiration & Information 

for the Do-lt-Yourselfer (Creative Publishing 

International), by Matthew Paymar. 

I have read your magazine and am so happy to 

see all of this green bui lding going on. I l ive in 

Bartlesvi lle, Oklahoma, where no one seems 

much interested in solar, geothermal, etc. I built 

a passive solar home in i981, and we also have a 

ground-source heat pump. There was not much 

information then, but we stumbled through it 

and achieved a fairly energy-efficient house. 

I recent ly purchased a bui lding in our 

downtown, and my jewelry store is on the first 

floor. We did some minor remodeling on the 

outside. We have two apartments upstairs t hat 

are ready to be worked on. My goal is to redo the 

apartments so that t hey will be energy-efficient 

without spending an arm and a leg. I would like 

to install solar panels to take care of t he whole 

existing bui lding- about 7,500 square feet

and/or put in a ground-source system. (There is a 
25-year-old heating system downstairs.) Is t hat a 

possibi lity? 

I also like the idea of rad iant heat, but what 

can be done with air-conditioning that is effi

cient? I know that solar panels are expensive but 

t he payback is great. Are there any grants avail

able to help in th is renewal? I do not know where 

to look for help, but I do not think it will be in my 

town. 

Dayna McCoy 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

Editors' Note: Probably the best place to start 
would be www.usgbc.org. Good luck! 

I have a confession to make: I don't understand 

most of what is discussed in your magazine. I 

have been a reader-turned-subscriber for several 

years now-but sti ll cannot get my arms around 

the Who's Who of architecture and design around 

the world . Dwel l touts and throws around names 

like I'm supposed to know who these people .. 
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I Letters 

are. You guys t hink t hey are important, and I 

want to think they are important too. I j ust need 

some context. 

So this is what I'm asking from Dwell. Maybe 

a little series called "The People of Architecture 

& Design 101" for us nondesign folk. You give a 

little history of people and why you would men

tion t hem in an art ic le, etc. That way, when I 

read a name like Charles Eames, I can sit back 

with my cup of coffee and say to myself, "Ah, 

yes. I know him." 

John McClain 
Roeland Park, Kansas 

I have a 194os-era California bungalow in New 
Orleans t hat was flooded following Hurricane 

Katrina. I wi l l l ikely rebuild in the future, but 
would like to take t he opportunity to remodel as 

well. I would like to rehabi litate my house with 

simple modern design concepts, but do not have 

a huge budget for an architect or expensive fur

niture. As a lay modernist, it would be helpfu l to 

know t he basics of modern design. Would Dwell 

consider doing a primer on modern design in an 

upcoming issue? 

Jennifer Ruley 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Editors' Note: John and Jennifer: Over the years 

we have presented special sections on Architects 
101, Modernism 101, and the like, and will 

continue to do so in the future. In the meantime, 

we will aim to be a little more reader-friendly in 

this regard. We'd also suggest you take a look at 

our Dwell Labs on " Essential Readings in 

Modern Design" (February/March 2006) to help 

get you up to speed. 

I'm a new subscriber and when I got my bank 
statement I noticed I had sent two checks 

to Dwell. I called customer service and they 

confirmed receipt of t he checks. They said my 

subscription ran to 2007 but I could cancel the 

second check and have the subscription run 

to 2006. I replied that I was only too happy to 

have my subscription run to 2007. I t hink the 

t hing that really hits me hard about Dwell is the 

professional feeling it has. It is not j ust a general 
publication but a professional journal- that is 

what makes Dwell so special. 

AJ Buttacavoll 
Oakland, California 

Please write to us: 

Owe II Letters 

· 99 Osgood Place 

San Franc isco, Cal iforn ia 94133 
letters@dwellmag.com 
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Contributors 

Deborah Bishop ("Density Down Under," 

p. 83, and "Landscape Architecture 201," 

p. 278), a contributing editor to Dwell, ventured 

to Auckland, New Zealand (lamentably, by 

phone}, to investigate a fresh approach to apart
ment living and to Oakland, California, as part of 

a larger look at t he world outside the windows. 

Julian Broad ("Byoung Cho," p. 152, and 

"J. Abbott Miller and Ellen Lupton," p. 262) is 

a photographer based in London and New York. 

"Byoung Cho is the most inspiring person I've 

met this year, " Broad says. "I have to say, it was 

pretty unusual to be guided around real cowboy 
country by a Korean. But his mind and imagina

tion are guides to the overlooked buildings of 

the hill country. Bozeman, Montana, and his 
students are very lucky to have Byoung exploring 

what could be in their town." 

Adam Broomberg and Oliver Chanarin 
("Marcel Wanders," p. 242) spent a rainy day 

in Amsterdam photographing Marcel Wanders. 
Wanders bought them cheese sandwiches for 

lunch. They got very wet feet. 

Hillary Geronemus ("Notes from the Under

ground," p. 96), a Boston-based writer and 
former editor at Travel + Leisure, had never had 

a pen pal until she met Malcolm Wells, the pio

neer of underground architecture. After a lovely 

meal with Malcolm and his wife, Karen, at their 
charming Cape Cod home, she not only learned 

everything there is to know about sustainable 
building but had her handwriting analyzed. 

William Lamb ("The Spirit of St. Louis," p. 115) 

writes for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Reporting 

on the St. Lou is architect Harris Armstrong gave 

him a newfound appreciation for the boxy U

Haul self-storage facility on South Kingshighway 
Boulevard he's often wondered about. 

Matthew Stadler ("Aloft in the Trees," p. 71) is a 

writer who, like his profilees Stefan and Nicole 

Andren, lives amid the trees in Portland, Oregon. 

Larry Sultan ("Rethinking Senior Housing," p. 

i72), the recipient of several NEA and Guggen
heim fellowships, has exhibited at the MOMA, 

SFMOMA, Corcoran Museum of Art, and many 

other galleries and museums around the world. 

The images featured in th is issue are from his 

book Pictures from Home (Abrams, 1992). 

Jane Szita ("Marcel Wanders," p. 242), Dwell's 

Amsterdam-based contributing editor, has fol

lowed Marcel Wanders's career since the first 

Droog Design show- when he was clearly already 

a star in the making. Jane failed to buy up the 

entire contents of the exhibition, and so missed 

the chance to have probably the most significant 
collection of modern Dutch design in existence. 

Monica Zerboni ("Tree's Company," p. 212) is a 

journalist living in Rome after a long-term stay 
in Germany, where she corresponded for Italian 

design and architecture magazines. She fell so 
deeply in love with the tree houses she wrote 

about for this issue that she is planning to have 
one bui lt in her own garden. 

Corrections 

It's a "Shane" that we missed the "Mark." In 

"ReBuilding Community" (December/January 

2006), we misidentified the portrai t subject on 

page i 68. It is Shane Endicott, the founder of 

t he ReBui lding Center, who is pictured. He was 
misidentified as Mark Lakeman, the center's 

designer and a co-founder. 
We fai led to credit t he photograph featured in 

"Partners in Design" (October/November 2005) 

of the world's biggest ball of string to Ellen 

Land-Weber. 

On page 54 of "In the Modern World" (February/ 
March 2006) we stated that the Georgia Museum 

of Art is located in Atlanta, Georgia. It is, in fact, 

located on the University of Georgia campus in 

Athens, Georgia. On page 56 of "In the Modern 

World," (February/March 2006) we misspelled 

designer Omer Arbel's name. 
We regret the errors. 

C. pyr g t rr al 
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I Story by Allison Arieff I Photos by Maarten van Houten I Editor's Note 

Show and Tell 
Snot. 

It's not a typical source of creative inspiration, but it so fascinated 
Dutch designer Marcel Wanders that he designed not one but five vases 
around the substance expelled by a robust sneeze. 

To appreciate Wanders's Airborne Snotty vases, you don't need to 
know that their form derives from such an unlikely source. But these 
objects are undeniably more intriguing (or elegant or repugnant, 
depending on your point of view) when this sort of built-in narrative 
is attached. 

Exploring the narrative behind design has been integral to Dwell's 
approach since the magazine's inception. We've always been interested 
in not just showing but telling. Sure, a low-slung modern house might 
be nice to look at, but learning that it's in rural Wisconsin and was 
commissioned by a retired narcotics detective and his forensic chemist 
wife makes it a story. 

This month, we decided to push this approach even further and even 
break format a little. Rather than showcase the end result of a designer 
or architect's creative process, we wanted to delve into that process itself. 
We selected practitioners from different yet interconnected disciplines, 
approaches, and locales. Some of the things we were interested in dis
covering were: How do designers' environments influence their work? 
From what sources does their inspiration come7 How do their unique 
philosophies of design inform their creative output? 

We traveled to Bozeman, Montana, to experience architect Byoung 

Cho's primary source of inspiration. Of the agrarian vernacular styles 
that inform so much of his work, Cho, who runs a practice in Seoul but 
teaches at Montana State, explains, "I don't believe in designing a build
ing for status; my heart is more in the back alleys of Bozeman." 

In Baltimore, Maryland, we spent time with a pair of prolific design 
collaborators: ).Abbott Miller and Ellen Lupton, who write, design, dis
cuss, curate, critique, and cochair. "I'm more of a formalist, fascinated by 
a chair or a building. I don't expect people to understand why I'm inter
ested in design," explains Miller, while Lupton wants "everyone to hear 
the good news." Miller and Lupton's disparate design agendas meld into 
one of the more influential bodies of work in the field. "We complement 
each other," Miller says, "and it's been like that from the beginning." 

Finally, in Amsterdam, we meet Wanders, the multifaceted designer 
who grapples with design's dual obligations to beauty and functionality. 
"I don't want to make furniture that's not functional," he says. "But the 
problem with modern design is that it defines functionality too nar
rowly. The more functional a chair, the less we feel it in our butts. The 
'I don't know it's there, so I don't ha\'e to care' approach is fine with a 
pacemaker. But a good chair you feel in your heart." 

Design is a subject of endless variation, and fodder for limitless explo
ration. In presenting these three very different profiles, we hope we've 
offered compelling narratives that- like that good chair Wanders refers 
to- you'll feel in your heart. • 
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BURTYNSKY - CHI NA 

Great Walls I When you're hot, everyone wants a piece of you , and China 

is no exception. European investors are sizing up opportunities, American 

universities are courting talent, and foreign architects and designers are 

looking to make their mark. These three books document China's growth 
' and the Obermodern architecture that accompanies it. 

China I By Edward Burtynsky I 
Steidl I $85 / www.steidlvi l le.com 
New Architecture in China I By 
Bernard Chan I Merrel l / $49. 95 I 
www.merrel lpubl ishers.com 
China's New Dawn: An 
Architectural Transformation I 
By Layla Dawson I Prestel I 
$49.95 / www.prestel.com 

I f~, (" ·-
' . I .~: 

In China's New Dawn, Layla Dawson offers an unsentimental view of 
the nation. Dishing up a.short version of China's incredibly complex 
history, she sets the stage for over 30 projects that echo her thesis: 
Until China develops a renewed confidence in its own culture, it's 
simply "wearing western camouflage." 

Bernard Chan takes a more sympathetic stance in New Architecture 
in China, painting the picture of a country on the verge of discovering 
self-confidence and a true architectural voice. Of recent develop
ments, Chan states, "China's own architectural talents are proving 
that they now have the edge." The projects showcased- private 
residences, schools, office towers, and sports facilities, by both 
Chinese and foreign architects- indicate that the melding of cultures 
is beginning to blossom into something completely unique. 

Architecture becomes an afterthought when confronted with 
Edward Burtynsky's photographs, which capture the less glamorous 
side of a rapidly remodernizing nation-from the overwhelming 
construction zone of the Three Gorges Dam (estimated to displace 
upwards of I.9 million people by 2009) to images of factory workers 
that recede infinitely into the horizon. One can't help feeling that for 
all the wonders economic prosperity may bring, there's always a 
hefty price to pay. 
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See Jane Run: Contemporary Art About Childhood 
(and Other Cozy Things) I 30 Apr- 25 June I Bedford 
Gallery I Walnut Creek, CA I If you think straws are 
best squiggly and beds are made for jumping, then 
you might feel a certain kinship with the 25 artists 
featured in this exhibition. www.bedfordgallery.org 

Jazz table lamp I By Diego Fortunato for Vlbia 

Fully lacquered from top to bottom, this 
particular Jazz is more smooth than bebop. 
While most days we'd take Art Blakey over 
Kenny G, when it comes to tabletop lighting, 
we'll acquiesce. www.vibia.e~ 
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lnJento 1 1 By Vanessa Eckstem 

and Davide Tonizzo 

Some say that form follows funct ion, but this 

new line of ceramics proves that form can 

not only impact function but improve upon 

it. With details like an elongated, slightly 

depressed lip for holding condiments and 

irregular interior shapes and wide rims 

to mitigate surface temperatures, this line 

of tableware certainly shows intent in its 

conception. www.objectcollection.com 

Living in Motion: Design and Architecture 
for Flexible Dwelling / l Feb-7 May I 
Institute of Contemporary Art I Boston, MA 

For those who couldn't make it all the way to 
the Vitra Design Museum in Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, for the May 2002 debut of this 
exhibition, now's your chance to catch one 
of the most exhaustive compendiums of 
nomadic design ever assembled. Bringing 
together hundreds of objects and illustra
tions, "Living in Motion" spotlights modem 
design's fascination with, and exploration 
of, flexibility and mobility in domestic life. 
With the ICA soon moving locations, per
haps we won't be the only ones taking notes. 
www.icaboston.org 

C. pyr g t rr r I 
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2006 Whitney Biennial: Day for Night I 

2 Mar- 28 May I Whitney Museum of 
American Art I New York, NY I While we can't 
wait to see Mr. Piano's Whitney expansion, 
we welcome any diversion the museum 
throws our way- particularly the Biennial. 

SO Dwell April 2006 

The 2006 Biennial, "Day for Night," is named after the 
Truffaut film (the first to employ a filtering technique 
for shooting artificial night scenes during the day) and 
is the first of the Whitney's 73 biennials to have a title. 
"Through the curatoria l lens of the Biennial," says cura
tor Chrissie Iles, "'Day for Night' explores the artifice of 
American culture in what could be described as a pre
Enlightenment moment, in which culture is preoccupied 
with the irrational, the religious, the dark, the erotic. and 
the violent, filtered through a sense of flawed beauty." 
The show will feature IOI artists and artist groups that 
you can see day or night. www.whitney.org 

Amy Blakemore 
Jiii in Woods, 2005 
Chromogenic print, 19" x 19" 

Lucas deGiulio 
Can Barnacles. 2005 
Aluminum can, barnacles, 
4 V.."x3" 

Pierre Huyghe 
Production still from A Journey 
That Wasn't, 2005 

Billy Sullivan 
1974- 2005 (detail), 2005 
Three-carousel slide projection, 
color, silent 
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Mokusei lamp I By Asahi Plywood Industry 

Kids of all ages enjoy puzzles, which is 
exactly what the Mokusei lamp presents 
itself as upon arrival. Each package consists 
of 20 cherry wood- veneered pieces of a 
roughly triangular shape. It's up to you to 
bend and lock the segments into the desired 
shape. (Shown here is a lamp using all 20 

pieces, technically an icosahedron- using 
fewer yields a less spherical design.) 
www.tortoiselife.com 

ml I By Katja Hettler and Jula TOllmann for Red 

Ma loo I The 100-percent-wool-felt ml laptop sleeve 

proves that despite neoprene's ubiquitous presence 

in the world of computer transportation, it is best 

left to t he scuba set. www.malooprod ucts.com 

If you've read this magazine before, then 

. : 
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more preferred styles. colors and finishes - all bocked by 

a 25-year warranty And because Trex lasts longer and is 
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of worry·( ree en1ayment. For help in designing the deck of 

your dreams. coll 1-800-BUY·TREX. Trex 
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Bigger yet 

remarkably agile, 

the new Toyota 
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Vehicle Stability 

Control (VSC)) 

with Traction 

Control (TRAC) 

and an Anti-lock 

Brake System with 

Electronic Brake
force Distribution.1 

Learn more about 
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Ellsworth Kelly in St. Ives I 28 Jan- 7 May I 
Tate St. Ives I Cornwall , England 

American painter and sculptor Ellsworth Kelly 

once stated that he "noticed that the large 

windows between the paintings [in the Musee 

d'Art ModerneJ interested [h im] more than 

the art exhibited." This is altogether unsur

prising, as Kelly has long been a champion of 

the modernist school, choosing essential form 

and color above all. This exhibition features 

pieces from the Tate's permanent collection 

alongside loans, some of which include later 

plant-inspired l ithographs and drawings. 

www.tate.org.uk 

Fold coffee table I By Eric Manigian I Andy Rooney once spent his 
entire 60 Minutes commentary waxing nostalgic about a sol id walnut

~~-----__ flitch desk he made himself , rel iving all the special moments he and 
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~work companion had shared over the years. While you might not 
able to construct a piece with such weighty personal importance 

yourself , Er ic Manigian Stud io builds handmade furn iture out of 
walnut-fl itch (and other woods) that has the stature to create a simi
larly signif icant relat ionship. www.ericmanigian.com 

100 Top Houses From Down Under I By 

Robyn Beaver I Images Publishing I $60 

As this lavish volume demonstrates, Australia 

fosters (pun intended) a bevy of progressive 

architectural talent. The country's unique 

environmental factors have demanded a 

continual exploration of sustainable 

practices, while also managing to push 

aesthetic boundaries. 

www.imagespublishinggroup.com 



&mutg'a Four Se8llons of Hope, s.a and Boomer Esia9on have teamed up 
to make a dllfaa11ce In the community. The funds wa raise help to find a an for 
cystic flbroela. The Boomer Ellalar'I Fomdalion has raised O¥W $40 mlllon and 
la advancing the C8Ul8 through partnership& with companlell like Sam8ung 
and Sears. We're proud to support this deserving cause. To find out how you 
can help, contact the Boomer Ealaeon Foundallon at 212-525-7777. Samlung'a 
Four Swans of Hope. A llttle hope mn make a big dffaalC8.. 
WWW.~ 



I 1n the Modern World 

Ringo I By Wayne and Geraldine 
Hemingway for Graham & Brown 
UK-based home-decor company Graham 
& Brown has released four new wall cover
ings designed by husband-and-wife team 
Wayne and Geraldine Hemingway, proving 
that while wallpaper is always sticky, it 
doesn't have to be fussy. 
www.grahambrown.com 
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By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover 

Design I By Ned Drew and Paul Sternberger I 

Princeton Architectural Press I $29.95 

English students might balk at the assertion 

that the cover design of James Joyce's 

Ulysses is as rich and complex as the text 

itself, but Ned Drew and Paul Sternberger 

present a convincing argument and set the 

tone for an engaging look at literature and 

the progression of American design and 

typography. www.papress.com 





I 1n the Modern World 

Slotted scarf I By f + bp I A subsidiary studio 
of Fung+ Blatt architects, f + bp's debut 
product line is a collection of felt accesso
ries harvested from and inspired by indus
trial castoffs that offer a structural reprieve 
from the standard knit and purl. 
www.fungandblatt.com 

The Maharam Memory Game I By Maharam 

Instead of spending all your time protecting your 
Maharam upholstered sofa from the kids, why not 
furnish them with an enriching diversion? Maharam's 
design-oriented take on the classic game of memory 
features tiles inspired by Maharam designs by Hella 
Jongerius and Alexander Girard, among others. 
~gw.maharam.com 
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Architecture: Art I By Phil ip Jodidio I 
Prestel I $65 

Though this exhaustive compilation contains 

in-depth information about some of the 

world's most striking structures, its very 

existence is a reminder of the unwelcome 

divisions that still exist between art and 

architecture. But it can also be seen as a 

sign that t he brightest architectural minds 

and artistic thinkers are constantly breaking 

these boundaries, bringing inspired works 

and ideas to the four corners of the globe. 

www.prestel.com 
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Credit calculator I By Industrial Faci lity for 

Lexon 
Cell phones and PDAs threaten to render the 
pocket calculator obsolete, but there are still 
attractive options out there- like Lexon's 
solar-powered cuties, which easily fit in a 
wallet. www.lexon-design.com 
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Late sofa I By Ronan and Erwan Bouroul lec 
for Vitra 

The brothers Bouroullec continue their 
exploration of microarchitecture (smaller 
than buildings, bigger than furniture) with 
this new modular sofa that incorporates 
miniature tables, A1gue pieces, and the 
Lantern lamp (manufactured by Belux), 
in addition to a classy surface upon which 
to repose. www.vitra.com 

KG ID Konstantin Grcic Industrial Design I 

Edited by Florian Bohm I Phaidon Press I 
$69.95 

Despite a last name that defies pronuncia

tion, industrial designer Konstantin Grcic 

boasts a body of work that's pronounced by 

his idiosyncratic approach. From the plastic 

revival of the '90s to more recent explora

t ions in concrete and cast aluminum, KGID 

gives firsthand insight to the designer's 

process- leading the reader through the 
various stages of product development with 

sketches, renderings, and photographs. 

Grcic's work often takes a little whi le to 

wrap your head around, but his affable 

commentary does not. www.phaidon.com 

skilstuna stool / By Graeme Findlay and CarID'e\McElroy 

f IKEA PS 2006 

Thi is by far our favorite design from the 1l(iA PS 2006 

colle ion; unfortunately, it looks like it 'might also be kitten's 

favorite. ut at $14.99, it might.not be as painful to watch 

it become an 1mpromp u scratching post. www.ikea.com/ps 



Visit our website for Cassina Quick mode ls 

In stock for 10 day delivery Made in Italy 
1--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CassinaUSA.com 800. 770. 3 568 



I in the Modern World 

Frank Stella 1958 / 4 Feb-7 May I 
Arthur M. Sackler Museum I Cambridge, MA 

Few can imagine an entire museum exhibition 

dedicated to one's life- let alone a single year 

of it. But leave it to the hallowed halls of 

academia to get esoteric. This exhibition 

explores Frank Stella's first year out of school, ~ 

a prelude to the monumental, iconic black 

paintings for which he is best known. 

www.artmuseums.harvard.edu 
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Tortoise I Venice, CA 

Taku and Keiko Shinomoto came about 

opening Tortoise in a slow manner, but, as 

the fable tells us, this is often the best way. 

This patience and thoughtfulness translates 

into the objects they sell: classics by Sori 

Yanagi and Masahiro Mori alongside newer 

finds like glas.s pieces by Takeshi Tsujino. 

While their wares are l ikely to gain popularity, 

it's good to know they're not about winning 

the race. www.tortoiselife.com 

pum 7 By Helen Kerr for Precidio Objects 

Helen Kerr's new line of melamine nesting 
~~iners comes in a variety of sizes and 
understated colors, making it easy to nest 
all your stuff in almost any space. And after 
you've cleaned, you can sit back and enjoy 

o - ble fr m fier egually stylish acrylic 
carafe set. www.precidioobjects.com 
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Walker lamp I By Frank Neulichedl 

for Frankie 

The handmade Walker floor lamp brings 
a certain funkiness to any interior with 
its uncanny resemblance to an old
school broom. But the Walker's intrigue 
is more than skin deep: Give this 
three-foot-tall light sculpture a swift 
kick and watch it not fall down, as you 
might expect, but skirt across the room, 
unscathed, on its spindly iron legs. A 
perfect pastime for you and your guests 
when you tire of all the small talk. 
www.frankie.bz 

Pop Interior Panels I By Brainwood for Hightower 

Wood wall paneling is generally viewed as an eyesore and a nuisance-the first thing 
to be demolished in most renovations- and thus is in dire need of an update. These 
modular panels from Finland (now available in the U.S.) should provide inspiration, not 
irritation. Available in light birch, warm cherry, rich walnut, and sound-absorbent cork, 
Pop, with its slightly bulbous profile, comes in two standard sizes. www.poppanels.com 
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Endo I By Helen Yardley 

If you like Klimt but can't stand the 

ubiquitous Kiss print, this rug might be 

the perfect compromise, as the artist's 

gilded patterning is reflected in the pure 

hand-tufted wool. While Helen Yardley 
would probably claim that she is inspired 

more by seeds than by the Secession, 

you'll likely never see her designs on a 

coffee mug or desk calendar. 

www.helenyardley.com 
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Like no other sound system in this world. 
But we can't speak for other planets. 

P1esenllng evidence that we are not alone. With a wave of your hand the glass door rises. revealing a higher intelligence that 
includes CD player, FM radio and a digital memory card slot that lets you record from either radio or CD. Technology that isn't 

alien to the enlightened Find your nearest Bang & Olufsen showroom at www.bang-olufsen.com or call 800 531 9873 

The new BeoSound 4 & Beolab 4 

BANG &OLUFSEN gcS 
C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 



Behind 
Closed Doors 
AVION home theoter furniture is more than just a pretty lace. 

Yes, it's a sleek design. But it's what you don't see that makes 

AVION a true original. With hidden ' integroted leotures like 

speoker and media storage comportments, on eosy-occess bock 

panel, hidden wheels, flow-through ventilation and on optional 

Aot panel TV mount, AVtON is ready to meet the demands of the 

most challenging entertainment systems. 

AVION from 801. 

Home theater furniture os advanced 

as the equipment that's in it. 

To locate a deoler near you, visit www.bdiuso.com 

a - Setting the standard for high performance furniture. 



I Story by Matthew Stadler 



I My House 

In 2003, Stefan and Nicole moved to Portland from 
Milan, Italy, taking design jobs as a product designer at 
Nike and a freelance studio artist at advertising power
house Wieden + Kennedy, respectively. They first thought 
they'd find a loft in one of the city's burgeoning down
town neighborhoods. Tightly coordinated planning and 
an unusual culture of cooperation between developers 
and the city have given Portland its biggest housing 
boom since 1905, much of it concentrated in newly 
developed neighborhoods directly abutting downtown, 
such as the Pearl District. But lofts in the Pearl cost 
upwards of $300,000. So, as Stefan recalls, "More for fun 
than anything else, we started sketching on napkins 
and scrap paper. With quite similar tastes, a house very 
quickly took shape, so I did a first pass at building a 3-D 
CAD model. At this stage we were too excited to turn 
back, so after a significant amount of research, and about 
50 CAD variations on the same idea, we had something 
worth taking to an engineer." Stefan and Nicole (who 
earned her bachelor's degree in architectural studies) 
put form to their fantasy by laying out the elements 
that would make their dream home: guest rooms for 
visitors well.away from the master suite; a high-ceilinged 
open plan o~~nized around a fireplace; floor-to-ceiling 
windows openipg west, away from the street. "We 
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approached the house from how it was going to be used," 
Stefan explains, "concerning ourselves with proximity 
of spaces related to daily and occasional functions, rather 
than with the design of a particular room. Once this 
was worked out, the rest fell into place fairly easily." 

Stefan translated their napkin sketches into a CAD 
mock-up that the two played with for over a year. "We 
agreed on everything except the front door," Nicole 
announces. "He wanted it yellow and I wanted it bright 
orange. In the end we painted it over with chalkboard 
paint, so it can be anything we like." The CAD mock-up 
is on Stefan's desktop and a quick tour of it confirms 
that their imagined home was built exactly as planned, 
with no significant changes. 

The Sky box, named for its site on Skyline Boulevard, 
turns its back on the two-lane road winding out of down
town. Indeed, the modest rectangle of brown visible 
from the road suggests a kind of modernist Nordic cabin 
or a skiers' shelter, belying the spacious geometry of 
the broad, three-story cube. Clad in darkly stained cedar 
and punctured with only a few small windows on three 
of its sides, the house opens up to the west as the steep, 
wooded slope drops away. Sixteen-foot-high windows 
wrap the western wall, framing the sparkling lights of 
nearby Beaverton and Hillsboro, visible through the ... 

The wooded site allowed for 
soaring, curtainless windows 

tllat the couple couldn't have 
enjoyed downtown. The 16-
foot-high windows are from 
Milgard. 6 p. 210 





The Andrens' ingenious use of 
affordable materials 1s perhaps 
best illustrated in their kitchen, 
where all the cabinets and even 
the faucet are lrom IKEA. 

l 





I My House 

Stefan at work in his studio 
(above). The house's open 
spaces are minimal ly furnished 
with modern classics like 
Verner Panton chairs in the 
dining area {below left) and 
a Corbu chaise and Eileen 
Gray end table {below right). 
6 p. 210 
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thick forest overstory. "We mixed the stain specifically 
for this site, so the house sort of blends into the trees," 
Stefan points out. The wood cladding reveals a burnished· 
aluminum interior wherever the cube's geometry has 
been disturbed (a tall narrow slice is taken out of one 
edge) or extended (as where a metal stairway traverses 
the southern wall, up to the roof deck). 

Inside, the 2,250-square-foot volume unfolds in a 

pleasing sequence of well-proportioned spaces. Between 
entry area and main living room, the stained-wood floors 
step up 18 inches, obviating the need for any divider. 
At the same threshold, the overhanging master suite 
ends and suddenly the ceiling is r6 feet above you, the 
room wrapped in high walls of four-by-eight-foot glass 
panels, slimly framed by two-inch profile steel. 

"This is the clean floor," says Nicole. "It's such an 
easy house, with all the entertaining in this one great 
open space or out on the deck, and then the bedrooms 
and study all tucked away upstairs and down." 

"We wanted that feeling of an open loft space." Stefan 
adds, "but with room for guests; a nice, sunny office; and 
extras like the master suite and sauna." With the right 
CAD software, a strong design sense, and the will ingness 
to be patient and learn from their engineers and contrac
tors, Stefan and Nicole managed to achieve all their goals 
wh ile acting as their own architects. "Perhaps our great
est challenge was to come up with a solution within our 
budget," says Stefan. "But we can honestly say that the 
house came in not much, but slightly, under our budget." 
Now they're ready to offer their expertise to others: On 
the broad white tabletop of their shared office, shadows 
dapple the outlines of a new house design they're work
ing on for a friend. " 

at 



El DE LA ESPADA 

Solid wood and expert craftsmanship 
lend our modern furniture 

warmth and distinction 

New York: 33 Greene Street NY 1 0013 T: + 1 212 625 1039 London: 60 Sloane Avenue SW3 3DD T: +44 (0)20 7581 44 7 4 

Visit www.delaespada.com today for the latest news full online catalog and secure web store 



I My House 

IKEA Pax Cupboards 

Stefan and Nicole made a handsome wall 

of kitchen cabinets using four IKEA Pax 

cupboards (at right) with standard shelving, 

including a clever adaptation of the shoe 

racks. By painting the doors in chalkboard 

paint, they created a striking and practical 

backdrop for their elegant kitchen. 

www.ikea.com 

Bedroom 

Interested in plain, elegant functionality, 

Stefan and Nicole took standard prefabri

cated interior doors from Western Pacific 

and hung them on inexpensive industrial 

rollers from McMaster-Carr. The sl im black 

doors (below left), suspended millimeters 

above the floor, sl ide silently on metal tracks 

with no door frame or molding- so th:e floor 

continues in one uninterrupted flow from 

room to room. www.mcmaster.com I 
www.westernpacificbuilding.com 

Chandel ier 

A ghostly chandelier (below) installed in the 

main-floor bathroom was bought for $99 

at Home Depot. Its garish brass and glass 

disappeared beneath a coat of matte-white 

spray paint, also used to glaze the $10 crown 

molding into which Stefan and Nicole set it. 

www .homedepot.com 

Vintage Bathroom Wall Sconces 

Bathroom wall sconces were fashioned 

from three vintage 1970s Flos Lampadina 

table lamps designed by Achille Castiglioni 

that Stefan rewired and mounted directly 

onto tall, narrow mirrors (below right). This 

model was reissued as a table lamp- but 

can be repurposed- and is avai lable in three 

different colors for around $100. 

www.surrounding.com • 

How to Make My House Your House 
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the beauty and strength of steel 
The use of natural steel enhances the modernist design of our Platform bed. Handcrafted for us by 

a fami ly-owned Midwestern steel shop, each bed reveals subtle weld marks that make rt unique. 

Platfonn is one of over 20 beds we offer at our lowest prices every day, 1n stock and ready for delivery. 

Platform queen bed $ 8 9 9 

Chicago Denver Minneapolis New York San Francisco South Coast Plaza Village roomandboard.com I 800.486.6554 
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b mod • dealer • san francisco • www.b-mod.com • phone: (415) 567-2277 • fax: (415) 567-2272 

bee market • retailer • san francisco • www.beemarket.com • phone: (415) 292-2910 • fax: (415) 292-2911 
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I Off the Grid 
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cause to turn the heat on during the day. "We keep our 
huge sliding doors open and Otis, our 14-year-old French 
bulldog, basks in the sunlight." 

In this country of outdoors enthusiasts, meticulous 
attention was paid to the transitional areas, with unusu
ally large verandas and balconies (325 to r,075 square 
feet) that encourage cooling cross drafts and relieve the 
extreme humidity. True ou tdoor rooms, these spaces 
shelter from the rain and intense sun with shading 
devices made variously of glass, plantation cedar, and 
aluminum, which not only harmonize with their imme
diate surroundings but create an interesting horizontal 
and vertical rhythm around the building. Along the 
urban street edges, vertical glass louvers are backed with 
rolling solar blinds; their sculptural, blade-l ike fins cast 
beautiful reflections onto the street and provide residents 
with a subtle privacy screen. Wooden shutters close off 
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the garden-facing balconies, in keeping with the more 
domestic feeling in the back. And up top, horizontal alu
minum louvers keep the set-back sixth-floor bedrooms 
cozy. "One of the things that attracted us was the way 
the building looked," says Mawson, whose former home 
was a classical r92os house. "New Zealand got hooked 
for years on this sort of quasi-Mediterranean style," she 
continues. "Here there's an understated rawness that will 
endure; it's both comfortable and alive." 

Where most apartment blocks are boxy, fortresslike 
structures with a single entrance, Trinity is layered in 
levels, which increases air flow, and has two transparent, 
timber-paneled lobbies, one of which connects the street 
to the garden. These through ways also act as huge vents, 
pulling warm air in and up the light-filled atria, which 
frame views of the garden and cathedral on each level. 
"It's a more humanistic alternative to the artificially lit,• 

On the street-facing side, glass 
louvers and panels (top left) 
hang off the building like a 
huge piece of l ight-reflecting 
sculpture. The temperature 
inside the airy and open interi
ors {bottom) is largely regulated 
by the concrete building's 
high thermal mass. 
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I Off the Grid 

carpeted hallway with white plasterboard," says Clifford. 
"And it encourages you to take the stairs." 

Because the building was taken right to the edge of 
its two boundaries, says Clifford, "rather than pulled 
in with the usual line of defense between building and 
street," it allowed for the largest possible garden within 
the resulting L shape: an unusual 50 percent of the lot 
(with underground parking concealed below). One walks 
straight through the building onto a boardwalk and over 
a reflecting pool, which, together with the lap pool, helps 
temper the air through evaporative cooling, as does the 
presence of so much plant material Here, too, landscape 
architect Matthew Bradbury sought to provide a personal 
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haven for residents that relates to the wider world: 
"Gardens are traditionally these private pleasure zones," 
says Bradbury, "but I think it's also possible to transcend 
the borders." Oak trees planted on the sidewalk along the 
front of the building relate to those found in the English 
colonial-style plantings around the cathedral, while the 
lawn in the back drops down to a garden lush with many 
of the native species found in the park beyond: "It's as if 
the garden were leaping over the fence," says Bradbury. 

As for Mawson, the transition from suburban house 
to city flat has had multiple rewards. "I'm so enjoying 
culling our furniture. What is it about nesting habits 
that makes us accumulate so much stuff?" • 

Garden-facing apartments ben
efit from an evaporative cooli ng 
effect off the pools; during hot 
afternoons, they're shielded 
by wooden shutters that can be 

completely closed. 
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THE ALL-NEW EMBELLISH COLLECTION. 
Living up to the unparalleled standard of excellence and innovation made famous by 
CaesarStone® countertops - we offer you the latest expression of quartz surface design. 

To learn more, call 877.9QUARTZ or visit us at www.caesarstoneus.com 
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Kitchen/Bath Industry Show & Conference 
Conference: April 20-23, 2006 
Exposition: April 21-23, 2006 
McCormick Place 
Chicago, Illinois 

Learn more at www.kbis.com 
For More Information on: 
Attending K/BIS 2006, please call: 800.933.8735 or email kbis@vnuexpo.com 
Exhibiting at K/BIS 2006, please call: 800.241.9034 

Your Online Registration Code is: KZZ12 

OWNED 8'1': 
SPONSORl!-D 8'1': PRODUCED DY: 

"fvnu expositions 
www·.nkba.orglshm .. · 

ahead of the curve 
kitchen & bath products • designs • trends • ideas 
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I Dwell Reports I Story by Al lison Ariel! 

"A plate tells a lot about who you are and the time in 
which you're living; says cultural critic Jeff Weinstein. 
Manic collector of dinnerware, former restaurant critic, 
and recent presenter of a lecture titled "You Are What 
You Eat Off Of," Weinstein knows whereof he speaks. 

Weinstein, who blanched at the suggestion he might 
ever eat takeout straight from a container, believes that 
"dinnerware lifts everything." A good set of plates can 
make food look tastier and a table more tasteful-but 

the goal should be for those plates to, like a good dinner 
guest, complement, not overshadow, their companions. 
The most successful dinner plates can support either 
tuna casserole or tuna tartare with ease. As Weinstein 
explains, "The best plate I've ever eaten off of is the 
one I eat off of every day." 

All Set 

I Photos by Dwight Eschliman 

The plate in question? Tomorrow's Classic by Eva 

Zeise! for Hall craft. "I've never found a plate I like better," 
says Weinstein. "Nothing looks bad on that plate." 

As a collector, Weinstein is particularly drawn to color 
and to decoration, but suggests that those in the market 
for a new set of dishes may want to stick with basic whi te. 
As for china vs. porcelain vs. stoneware, he believes that 

it's not so much the material itself as the way that mate
rial matches your needs and patterns of use. In the end, 

Weinstein advises potential plate procurers to "buy the 
best you can afford and the simplest. It will make you 
happiest in the long run." 

After Weinstein had tea in each of the cups and food 
on each of the plates, we talked about whether any of 
them could hold a candle to his prized Zeisels. 

What's on your table says a lot about you. Here are seven stylish 
dish options that your spoon just might want to run away with. 

90 Dwell April 2006 

A Note on Our Expert: Self

proclaimed " dish queen" Jeff 
Weinstein has been collecting 
since the 1970s when, as a 
graduate student, he used to 

go to junk stores to shop for 
vintage dishes. Today, he has 
a house and two apartments to 
accommodate his ever-increas
ing collection. This unbridled 
passion for plates led him lo 

a 17-year stint as a restaurant 

critic for the Village Voice, 
during which time he ate out 
five nights a week and made 

every attempt not to turn the 
plates over for inspection. After 
writing on food and the visual 
arts for the New Yorker, Los 
Angeles, the Advocate, and 
Art Forum, Weinstein became 
the fine-arts editor for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, where 

he still works today. 



White Textured by Bodo Sperlein I 
$ 226 I www. tartontheweb.com 

4-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad/ 

dessert plate, smal l pasta bowl, mug). Fine 

bone china; d ishwasher/microwave safe. 

Expert Opini'on: I've had a lot of fun with 

this set. I'm not certain I could live with it. 

but I'd certainly l ike to date it. It does- and 

I mean this in a good way- look l ike the 

plate has a rash. It 's witty and beautiful. It 

plays with the imperfection of pottery. These 

bubbles are typical ly the kind of thing you'd 

be afraid of in producing china, but these 

plates play on that. I l's very hard to create 

a humorous plate- Eva Zeisel did- but 

Bodo has. The attract ive cup has a problem, 

though: It gets so hot with coffee or tea in 

it that you can only hold it from the very top. 

What We Think: In Japanese ceramics, it 

is the imperfection that is valued above all 

else. That endears us to Japanese cerami

cists and to Bodo's bubbl ing plates too. 

The replacement cost for breaking one of 

these plates, t hough, isn't very amusing. 

I Prop Styl ing by Birte Walter I Food Styling by Aya Brackett 

Black Forest by Bodo Sperlein I 
$195 / www.tartontheweb.com 

5-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad/ 

dessert plate, bread plate, cup, saucer). Fine 

bone china; d ishwasher/m icrowave safe. 

Expert Opinion: This set is in another class. 

It's very wel l-made china, and the design 

is quite attractive. I wonder, though, if it 

strikes the right balance between food and 

plate. It's so assertive that it overshadows 

the food. In fact, the food might hide the 

design. The plate wants to be the star. A 

decision was made to have a mug, not a cup. 

The coffee mug comes with a saucer. It's an 

odd combo that I'm not sure works. 

What We Think: This del icate place setting 

is a real work of art and we have to agree 

with Weinstein that it might be a shame to 

tarnish it with food. On the other hand, the 

surprise of uncovering t he elegant ly rendered 

tree once you've cleaned your plate might 

negate that concern. 

V --'- . ' ~ 

Moon White-on-White by Rosenthal I 
$143 I www.f itzsu.com 

5-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad 

plate, bread/butter plate, coffee cup, sau

cer). Porcelain; dishwasher/microwave safe. 

Expert Opinion: This has some problems. 

It's beaut ifully made but somewhat prissy. 

Its elegance can work against daily use. The 

pattern is fussy. It makes the food look like 

it doesn't belong, like it walked into the room 

in a gauche suit. The cup, especial ly its fin

ger hole, is too small. This is a good cup for 

after-dinner coffee, but not for everyday use. 

What We Think: We get weary of patterned 

clothing within a wearing or two and so 

worry about getting tired of the texture here. 

The shapes lack the refinement of other 

Rosenthal offerings (see next page). Like 

Weinstein, we are less than excited about 

the cup, which appears to be built to spi ll. "' 
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St. Kitts Collection: Nag's Head 
by Kate Spade I $99 I www.katespade.com 

5-piece place setting (dinner plate, accent 

plate, dessert plate. cup, saucer). Fine bone 

china; dishwasher/microwave safe. 

Expert Opinion: I like this set the least. 

This 1s an attempt to be elegant but there is 

a problem with the shapes. The elegance of 

the black-and-white doesn't match the shape 

of the plates, which are ordinary to the point 

of being cottage-y. It's fighting with its own 

decoration. I especial ly disl ike the cup. It's 

got the totally wrong proportion for the rest 

of the set. and the handle is fril ly. It's got 

an arms-akimbo curve t hat doesn't go with 

the black-and-white elegance. 

What We Think: Weinstein told us that he 

looks "at plates the way women look at one 

another's shoes." This ladies-who- lunch set 

seems to fit that form of evaluation perfectly. 

Its petite scale and formality scream, "You 

can never be too rich or too thin." 

Tac 02 Gropius by Rosenthal I 
$130 I www.fitzsu.com 

5-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad 

plate, bread/butter plate, coffee cup, sau

cer). Porcelain; d1shwasher/m1crowave safe. 

Expert Opinion: This 1s one of my favorites. 

It straddles the line between special and 

daily. It 1s the potato salad and the pate dish. 

It can handle any food with elegance. The 

cup 1s the perfect shape for coffee or tea. 

It has a lovely mouthfeel. It is a chic white 

that has remained chic and very contem

porary. The plate has a slight rise but gives 

the appearance of total flatness. It is a really 

cunning design. 

What We Think: When registering for ou r 

dishes, we were pleased to find these simple, 

elegant pieces among a sea of gold-rimmed 

chargers. The flatness, clean lines, and clear 

tone perfectly convey modernism on a plate. 

It's Gropius showing his feminine side. " 

t 
• 
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Growing Across North America 

This season Poliform has expanded into several 
new cities and renovated showrooms in the New 
York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, and Long Island 
markets. Designed by Poliform, with the assistance 
of architect and consultant Kicco Bestetti Associati, 
these showrooms reflect the newest representation 
of the Poliform lifestyle with familiar characteristics 
of white concrete floors, glass partitions, and bril
liant architecture. 

Poliform has been Italy's leading manufacturer of 
kitchens and home furnishings since 1942, and 
has approximately r,ooo showrooms worldwide, 
from Paris to Korea to Los Angeles. After a decade 
of growth in North America, Poliform has arrived 
with approximately 35 showrooms throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

GRAND RE-OPENING FAL~1 

Poliform 
Call r-888-POLIFORM for the showroom nearest you. 

Poliform showrooms reflect the concept of the 
Day Zone and Night Zone. 
Day Zone shows kitchens, living rooms, wall 
systems, sideboards, and dining room furnish
ings, whereas the Night Zone includes displays 
of Poliform's famed walk-in closet systems and 
bedroom furnishings. 

Many of these showrooms also feature products 
from Poliform's design partners. 
Flexform sofas, one of the most renowned Italian 
sofa manufacturers, can be seen intermixed ele
gantly with Poliform libraries and entertainment 
centers within the Poliform Day Zone, and offer a 
broad selection of seating for shoppers to peruse. 
TrePiu door systems, designed by Antonio Citte
rio, divide space with sliding glass panels, contrib
uting to Bestetti's vision of the Poliform lifestyle . 

.. 

Or go to www.poliformusa.com to download catalogs in real time. 
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Stoneware by Calvin Klein Home I 
$72 / www.macys.com 
5-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad 

plate, soup bowl, cup, saucer). Stoneware; 
dishwasher/microwave safe. 

Expert Opinion: The chalk white is bril
liant. This is a lovely, easy, and elegant 
set that can be used every day. The matte 

glaze works perfectly. When the dishes are 
stacked, the rise is beautiful. They'd set 
a beautiful table. The bowl, though, looks 
like a dog bowl. It's an error in an otherwise 
perfect set. I put my cereal in there and 
I wanted to go "Woof!" 
What We Think: It's not easy to make a 
place setting that successfully straddles the 
line between the casual and the formal, but 
this set does it quite nicely. It also manages 
to elevate the status of stoneware, which can 
often be a little too earthy for us. Have to 
~with Weinstein on the bowl, though. 

Terra by Crate and Barrel I 
$49.95 I www.crateandbarrel.com 
4-piece place setting (dinner plate, salad 

plate, bowl, mug). Stoneware; dishwasher/ 
microwave/freezer/oven safe. 

Expert Opinion: It looks very nice. The bowl 
is a rice bowl with a good lift. The quality 
that I find interesting is that the plates are 

rather bowl-like as well. These can be set on 
an elegant table but are also good for daily 
use. I like the colors and find the glazes to 
be elegant. The more neutral, the better; 
you don't want the dish to upstage the food 
so a matte or semimatte finish helps. 
What We Think: Nice. Reminds us a bit 

too much of our childhood in Cyra McFadden-
era Marin County, but that may be too bi~. 

At first glance, we think ugood for brown rice 
and vegetables," but a fairer assessment 
would be that it is far more versatile-and 
attractive- than that. • 
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Notes from the Underground 
"I used to care about how buildings looked on the outside," says 
Malcolm Wells, a charming, self-deprecating man with a bushy beard 
that is more salt than pepper. "Phew, that was so self-centered of 
me. Now I care only about the physical effects of architecture." 

The Hess house (top) and the 
Locust Hills project {above) 
nestle deeply into the earth. 
Though these structures are 
almost fully submerged, natu
ral l ight is a key component. 

At 80 years old, Wells is a man ahead of his time. In 
fact, the architect, author, cartoonist, and sand-castle 
expert has been so for some 40 years, ever since he turned 
his back on traditional architecture in favor of earth
sheltered housing. His self-sustaining "underground" 
buildings are covered in upwards of 200 tons of earth, 
are waterproofed by a thin membrane of rubber, insu
lated by plastic foam board, employ passive solar energy 

via south-facing floor-to-ceiling windows, and, most 
important, create a natural habitat for wild plants and 
animals. "Underground buildings answer just about 
any question relating to a building problem: They're 

fireproof, hurricaneproof, Iandslideproof, soundproof, 
and cost just about nothing to maintain," Wells explains. 
"It's so obvious, yet our egos get in the way. We want 
to pop up above the earth and show that we're here, 
that we're somebody." 

How did a man whose raison d'etre was once office 
buildings and factories go green? Accidentally. "In the 
late 1940s, I was just out of the Marine Corps, looking 
for a job and a way to get dates," he says with a sly smile. 

"I stumbled into a New jersey architecture office and 
was hired as a draftsman on the spot." Years later, Wells 
was chosen to design electronic giant RCA's entry into 
the I 964 World's Fair. Then it hit him: In two years the 
structure would be destroyed, and for what? • 
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Glass always plays a big role 

in Wells's designs, with glass 
walls (below) often running 
the length of the south sides. 

Wells's exterior designs for 
two houses wit h the same floor 
plan (middle and bottom) were 
published by Popular Science 
in 1989. 

... ___ _ 

From that day forward, he decided to stop being a 
"destroyer" and instead devote his life to building with 
nature, not against it. The earth-shelter movement, of 
which he's considered the godfather, reached its apex 
during the energy crisis of the late '7os/early 'Sos, but 
then, says Wells, bitterly, "Ronald Reagan became presi
dent and tore the solar panels off Jimmy Carter's house." 
Despite this setback, it is estimated that there are more 
than 2,000 underground structures in the U.S., and even 
more in Great Britain, Australia, and the Czech Republic. 

Though still active, Wells is slowing down. Wells, 
who retired in 2004 after a stroke, lives by correspon
dence, receiving and writing letters (always by hand; 

he's too old-fashioned for computers) to fans as near as 
the local diner and as far as India and Egypt. And while 
he is no longer designing per se, he hasn't given up the 
fight and remains reassuringly optimistic about the 
future. "Just wait till you're my age," he says. "You're 
going to see a green America." • 
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Dwell Community Promotions 

Wasabe. Isn't it all 
about taste? 

Wasabe is a 75:25 blend of Dutch 
vodka and Japanese sake. No flavors. 

o heat. just taste. 

Enjoy Wasabe at forthcoming Dwell 
events. 

www.wasabeworld.com 

I 



I Photos by Magnus MArdlng 

The proverbial ivory tower of 
urban regeneration, Santiago 
Calatrava's Turning Torso 
stands proud amid the rubble 
of redevelopment. 

-----



Kitchens a la carte 
by Berkeley Mills 
To learn more about how Berkeley Mills has re-invented 

the solid wood kitchen, call 877-426-4557 or visit 

berkeleymills.com and order a free brochure. 

Fu r n i ture I K i tchens I C l osets I Doors I Home Thea t re I S h o j i 

Architectura l Woodwork 

B e rk eley M il ls I 2830 7 th Street I Be r keley, Ca li forn i a 

877-426-4557 I www.be r keleymi ll s.com 

© 2005 Berkel('t Mrllwork & Fuin1ture Co .. Inc. 

. 
Berkeley Mills 

e ast·west furniture design• 



I Detour 

from as far off as Copenhagen. From across the <llresund, 
Santiago Calatrava's Turning Torso looks like the sole 
survivor of a city devastatingly razed. Of course, this is 
entirely due to the structure's towering scale, as much a 
testament to one man's vision as to a city's will to power. 
Over the course of ten years, Malmo has transformed 
itself from a working-class, industrial city to a veritable 
uberstadt of the IT, design, and biotech industries. 

This metamorphosis has been largely engineered, but 
if nature teaches us anything, it's that aberrations are 
what lead to diversity and growth. Today, Malmo is as 
provincial as it is metropolitan: On cobbled streets lined 
with bundled hollyhocks, retailers sell the latest 
in design wares. And with 25 percent of the population 
born abroad and a flourishing Muslim community, 
Malmo is among Sweden's most multiethnic cities 
(along with Stockholm and Gothenborg). The university, 
which opened in 1998, has attracted an influx of students, 
who are helping reinvigorate the once-stagnant region. 

Architect Jonas Lindvall was born in Malmo and 
currently runs a small architecture practice there. Having 
witnessed the change firsthand, he offers an insider's 
account of this dramatic transition. 

Malmo, Sweden 
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Visiting Malmo, one get s a sense of a city trying to reinvent 

itself. How do you see it ? 

The city that I grew up in was a city in which you weren't 

supposed to promote yourself at all. It was part of the 

Jentaloven- this sort of political or philosophical idea where 

you're not supposed to feel better than anybody else or 

believe that you can do anything or make a change or make 

a difference. Now Malmo has changed to a city where it's only 

about making a change and it's only about promoting itself, 

you know- you can be a rock star, or you can be a designer, 

whatever. I'm obviously a grumpy old man, but I do feel there 

is something about the entire thing that doesn't feel honest. 

What areas personify t he city's effort to reorient itself? 

Vastra Hamnen was made in some respect as a sort of haven 

for the nouveau riche, but what's happened is that in the 

summertime it's totally occupied by the New Swedes, if you 

like. Malmo's Muslim community comes here in summer to 

barbecue. You have the people who live here drive up in their 

brand-new Mercedes-Benz convertible and then you' ll have 

a family of six or seven putting up t heir barbecue- it's a 

fantastic clash, which I th ink is quite nice. It's an organic 

transformation. The use of the space is so unlike how 

anybody had thought it would be-it's cool. ... 

At left, Ostra Kyrkogarden (East 
Cemetery). At right, architect 
Jonas Lindvall. 
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Your backyard hammock provides the perfect relaxation. Why not bring that same feeling into the house? 

@ A M E R I C A N L E A T H E R"' 

Fashion. Performance. Innovation. Log on. www.americanleather:com 
Fo1· the American Leathe.- reta1le1· nearest you. call I .800.655.5040 



I Detour 

Which museums do you enjoy most in Malmo? 

Malmo Konsthall is quite a nice building. It's kind of a 

sanctuary. They mostly show temporary exhibitions. There's 

a nice restaurant that does very good brunches; it's a good 

place to meet up with friends and have coffee. 

What other restaurants would you recommend? 

Brogatan is a bit postmodern, interiorwise, which I don't 

enjoy very much, but the atmosphere is very good. Most of 

the actors, musicians, and painters in Malmo go there after 

gallery openings on the weekend, so you'll have about 300 

artists creeping up to the bar- I've both been in fights and 

had fantastic times there. Also, Mando Steakhouse is total ly 

crazy. It's made ent irely of different layers of indirectly lit 

copper. They had a sort of Kentucky Fried Chicken- type 

place there in 1968, but now they only really serve beef. It's 

like moving into a '60s film set of some sort. Most of the 

furn iture in there is by Arne Jacobsen. 

Where would you go to purchase something Jacobsenesque? 

Moderna Mobelklassiker Norra Vallgatan. It's a shop that 

sells mostly Scandinavian ' 30s, '40s, and '50s furn iture

it's very blond. • 

Malmo, Sweden 
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Clockwise from left: Mando 
Steakhouse, the Viistra Hamnen 
neighborhood, and Moderna 

Mi:ibelklassiker Norra Vallgatan. 
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D Kaarina chair by Dan-Form 
A bent-plywood chair w ith a 
soothing flex. fine figure. and 
great grain. www.dan-form.dk 

D Dot fleece throw by Todd 
Oldham for u -Z-Boy 
A sherbet-colored fleece throw 
by the designer who sees "otto
mans as handbags and lamps 
as bracelets." www.lazboy.com 

0 Channing buffet by 
Jonathan Adler Furniture 
Adler's latest collection 
includes this highly decorative 
Regency piece-a cocktail-hour 
homage to bygone Hollywood. 
www.jonathanadlerfurniture.com 

i;J Nest chest by EQ3 
This nine-drawer walnut dresser 
is the high-fun. low-price-point 
Canadian retailer's retort to 
symmetry. www.eq3.com 

At High Point, North Carolina's biannual furniture market, 
visitors have to look hard to find modern design- but it is there. 
The continuation of unlikely partnerships (Todd Oldham with 
La-Z-Boy, for instance) is a sign that America's larger and more 
traditional companies are taking their customers' increasing 
interest in design seriously. 

-

. . 
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emma gardner design, lie 
for more 1nforma\on and Ol.r showrooms 

www.emmagardnerdesign.com 
or toll free 1.877 .377 .3144 

All r1 igs me rimo1.ced wlh no ch1<J lnbcx and cert lied by RUGMAF1K ~ 



BEAUTIFUL. HISTORICAL. ENVIRONMENTAL. 

Restoration Timber works only with the finest reclaimed woods for flooring, beams and cabinetry. Our barn 
woods, submerged timbers and factory reclaimed woods deliver a uniquely beautiful look to any project. We are 

committed to supplying the highest level of service, support and guarantee. 

(888) 563-9663 
WWW.RESTORATIONTIMBER.COM 

CATALOG cilRESTORATIONTIMBER.COM 

RESTO R AT I ON 

TIMBER 





"Applying modern elegance to functional and universal design breathes new life into a familiar space." 



The exteri ir and interior of the 
Magic Chff building as they 
appeared in a 1948 Architectural 
Forum article. 

ThE~ Spirit of St. Louis 
Louis Sull ivan, Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies van der Rohe, and 
scores of others left the Midwest with an enviable architectural 
legacy. St. Louis, however, was rarely the recipient of the well
known masters' works. Its architectural treasures were delivered 
more d iscreetly by local legends like Harris Armstrong. 

I Story by William Lamb J Archive 

Interstate 44 crosses Kingshighway Boulevard in a 

gritty, industrial area of south St. Louis, Missouri, whisk
ing tens of thousands of commuters each day past an 
imposing but otherwise unremarkable U-Haul self
storage facility. Drab and boxy, its windows long ago 

covered with concrete and brown sheet metal, there is 
nothing about the structure to suggest that it was once 

one of the most important buildings in St. Louis. 
When the building was designed in 1946 by the St. 

Louis architect Harris Armstrong as a headquarters for 
the Magic Chef appliance company, the St. Louis Globe
Democratmarveled that its glass fai;ade and whimsical 
lobby ceiling by the sculptor lsamu Noguchi made it 
"an outstanding example of contemporary design." 

Perhaps it is Armstrong's misfortune that he did most 
of his work in St. Louis, a city that sometimes prizes 
its rich architectural heritage from the late 19th and early 
20th centuries at the expense of a small- and dwindling 
- stock of mid-century-modem structures. Several of 
Armstrong's St. Louis creations have been cannibalized, 
as the Magic Chef building was, or demolished outright 
to make way for new construction ... 



Archive 

Anne Bergeron and Steve 
Wellmeier renovated this 1954 

house (above) designed by 
Armstrong. Armstrong pierced 

the north walls of the house 
with glass blocks to capture 
the sun while still affording 
privacy. 
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But in 1997 , when Anne Bergeron and Steve Wellmeier 
bought a small spli t-level ranch house in suburban 

Creve Coeur, Missouri, that Armstrong designed in 1954 , 

they decided to take a different approach. Bergeron and 

Wellmeier, who were relocating from New York City. 
were able to look past a half-cen tury of grime and benign 
neglect to see a low-key jewel. They offered $140,000 

ro r the privilege of resto ring it. 
For help with the project. Bergeron and Wellmeier 

Lurned to Andrew L. W. Raimist, a St. Louis architect who 
was :also working on a book about Armstrong. Starling 
in tne kitc hen, Raimis t hcl ped Bergeron and Wellmeier 
brighten what had become a dreary space by install-
ing a heige plastic-lam inate countertop. 1-le used black 
and w hite automotive paint lo give the original metal 

cabinets a high-gloss sheen. A dowdy fluorescen t light 
fix tu re proved too cost ly to remove. so Thomas McGraw, 
J Washington Un iversity archi tecture student who was 
working for Raimist a t t he time. fashioned a V-shaped 
cover that h id t he tubes behind layers of Plexiglas and 
rice paper. 

Downstairs. Raim ist fixed a nagging fl ooding problem 
. md then created what Bergeron calls "the funkiest laundry 
room o n the planet" by hiding the washer and dryer 

beh ind a wall of translucent polycarbonate. At Bergeron's 

insis tence, the tar and gravel on the shallow-pitch roof 
were removed and replaced wi th white marble chips. 
whic h Armstrong had called for in his or.iginal design. 

Bergeron says thal her first ideas for restoring the 
ho use gradually gave way to a more pragmatic approach 
or preserving certain th ings and updating others. "We 

took. a preservationist approach but we were somewhat 
liberal wi th it," she says. "Talking with Andy, we just 
thought, What can we do that's in keeping with the 
spirit of the house, and what can we do where we can 
have a li ttle bit of fun7" 

To his surprise, Raimist found that a house he had 
initially dismissed as one of Armstrong's Jess significant 
works ended up informing his understanding of the 
architect as much as some of Armstrong's more cel
ebrated projects, including t he Magic Chef building. 
Typical of Armstrong's experiments with passive solar 
design, the home's functional spaces-the kitchen , 
bathrooms, and staircase-are grouped along its north 
side be hind a brick wall with glass blocks set into the 
masonry. On the south side, a canti levered roof sh ields 
large windows from direct s unligh t in the summertime, 
when the sun hangs high in the sky, but allows .it to 
shine through and warm the interior during the winter. 

The completion of the project in 2000 coincided 
wi th Bergeron and Wellmeier's return to New York, 
where Bergeron had been offered a job as a fundraising 
coordinator at the Guggenheim Museum. They sold the 
house for under $400,ooo to a couple who eventually 
built a pair of additions totaling some 3,600 square feet, 
more than tripling its size. And so, sadly, the Bergeron/ 
Wellm eier residence has joined the Magic Chef building 
on Raimist's list of Armstrong buildings tha t have been 
altered almost beyond recognition . 

"I feel that the integrity of the original house is gone 

and the scale has been completely lost," Raimist says. 
"The original house is just kind of overwhelmed by the 
o ther things that they've done." 

Despite the saga's disappointing coda, both Raimist 
and Bergeron have fond memories of res toring the house. 
ln February, Raimist accepted an award for the project 
on Bergeron and Wellmeier's behalf from the Missouri 
All iance for Historic Preservation. After taking a break 
to complete an addition to b is own house. Raimist is 

again hard at work on his book about the life and work 
of Harris Armstrong, preserving at least the memories of 
the structures, if not Armstrong's designs themselves . .. 
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I Archive 

Ten Things You Should Know About Harris Armstrong 

1 I Harris Armstrong was born in Edwardsville, 

Illinois, in 1899, and spent his early child

hood in a large farmhouse built by his grand· 

father. His father, a salesman for the Liggett 

& Myers Tobacco Co., moved the family to 

Webster Groves, Missouri, when Armstrong 

was a teenager. 

2 I Armstrong never finished high school. 

His formal training as an architect was limited 

to night classes at Washington University, 

which he took while he was working as a 

draftsman for the St. Louis architect Louis 

LeBeaume, and a single year at Ohio State 

University. He received his architect's license 

in 1942 at age 43. 

3 I During World War I, Armstrong dropped 

out of high school and joined the Army 

Air Service. His lack of formal schooling 

prevented him from becoming a pilot, so he 

served out the war as a cook on an army base 

in Texas. He remained an avid cook for the 

rest of his life. 

4 I Armstrong met his wife, Louise McClelland, 

on a commuter train in 1925. The two had 

been neighbors as children, but McClelland 

didn't immediately recognize Armstrong as 

he chatted excitedly about his architectural 

work. The couple eloped on New Year's Day, 

1926. 

5 I Armstrong spent a few months in the early 

~930s in the New York offices of the architect 

Ra 
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worked in the St. Louis suburb of Kirkwood. 

Most of his projects were built in St. Louis 

and its suburbs, with a few notable excep

tions, among them the U.S. consulate in 

Basra, Iraq. 

6 I In 1937, Armstrong won a silver medal 

at the Paris World's Fair for an International 

Style office building in suburban Clayton, 

Missouri, that he built for orthodontist Leo 

M. Shanley. 

7 I In 1947, Armstrong was among five 

finalists in the design competition for the 

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial on 

the St. Louis riverfront. The winner was Eero 

Saarinen, whose stainless steel Gateway 

Arch serves as the memorial's centerpiece. 

Armstrong was the only St. Louis architect 

to be selected as a finalist. 

8 I When hired to design a $7.5 million 

engineering campus for McDonnell Douglas 

near Lambert- St. Louis International Airport, 

Armstrong parked a rented trailer near his 

office in Kirkwood to accommodate the 

temporary help he'd hired. 

9 I Armstrong was a pr fie writer of letters 

to the editor on matte anging from 

churches to car desig ore than 50 of 

them were published . Louis news-

papers during his Iii 

10 I Armstrong, w 

Andrew Raimist writes of the 
foppish Harris Armstrong, "He 
saw himself in the spotlight 
playing the part of a hero, over
taking the retrograde aspect 
of Midwest culture to build a 
new St. Louis as a brave new 
world." Armstrong's architec
tural office (below), designed in 
1948, and the Ethical Society 
(bottom), designed in 1962. 
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Located on Healdsburg's historic town Plaza 

55 beautifully appointed guest rooms 

Gourmet dining at acclaimed 
Chef Charlie Palmer's Dry Creek Kitchen 

Pampering treatments at The Spa Hotel Healdsburg 

25 MATHESON ST HEALDSBURG CA 95448 

RESERVAT IONS: 707.431 .2800 

WWW. H DTELH EALDS BURG. CD M 



I Conversation I Story by Sam Grawe 

Cardinal Courtship I Serigraph I t 992 
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I 111ustrations by Charles Harper 

The Minimal Realism 
of Charles Harper 

From a studio in the garage of his mid
century-modern home, located on a wooded 
hillside outside Cincinnati, Ohio, over the 
last 50 years Charles Harper has created 
a vast body of work-and a cult following of 
naturalists and modernists. 

The idea of wil'dlife art generally conjures images 
of Audubon prints mounted in medical offices and 
Saturday-afternoon how-to-paint shows on TV. Not so 
for Charles Harper. In Harper's: hands, the T square and 
French curve reduce animals and their environs to their 
barest geometry. In the introduction to his 1974 collec
tion, Birds and Words, he wrote, "I never counted the 
feathers in the wings . . .. I just count the wings." With 
bold planes of color, exacting lines, and inexhaustible 
wit, Harper captures the veracious essence of each 
scene he depicts. 

Starting in the 1950s, Harper gained acclaim as a 
commercial illustrator with The Golden Book of Biology 
and Betty Crocker's Dinner for Two cookbook, and a steady 
stream of work for the Ford Motor Company's monthly 
magazine, Ford Times, followed. Harper's work for Ford 
became so popular with readers that he started a silk
screening operation in his basement to fulfill mail-order 
demands for his prints of birds, fish, and Model Ts. It was 
also with Ford that he began writing the infamous cap
tions that accompany each of ihis works. In the 1<1te '6os, 
the Frame House Gallery in Lo·uisville, Kentucky, began 
to distribute larger-edition serigraphs, and Harper would 
reach an even greater audience with his iconic posters 
for the National Park Service. 

Recently, we stopped by Charles and Edie Harper's 
home and studio in Cincinnati, Ohio, for an afternoon 
chat and a once-in-a-lifetime chance to sift through his 
personal archives. He's still hard at work at 83 ... 
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f3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Tankless ... Endless Comfort 
With endless hot water, energy savings, space savings, 
environmentally friendly design, long lifespan, and 
the best warranty in the industry, Noritz tankless 
water heaters are beyond compare. Enjoy the endless 
comfort of Noritz. 

1-877 456-67 48 
noritzamerica.com/dwell 
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lksr Dmscd/ Serigraph / 1973 
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Best Dressed I Dig the fancy dude in the 
far-out sport coat: wood duck, adult, male. 
Spanning the color spectrum with sarto
rial splendor, he upstages the autumn leaf, 
rafts a rainbow down the riffle and, with 
his mirror image, floats a fantasy butter
fly on the quiet pool. And sends a surge 
of inspiration through the wildlife artist. 
He's the Best Dressed Bird of the Year, year 
after year. In fact, that's how some of his 
fans like him best: dressed. Come over 
to my house for a duck dinner- you be 
the duck. (Charles Harper's original caption) 

Did growing up on a farm have a large role in influencing 
your art? 
I suppose it did. [connected with nature- I was absorbing 
it, but not aware of it. I didn't really get on to biology and 
nature until I illustrated The Golden Book of Biology for Golden 
Press, and then I really had to buckle down and learn-the 
processes for the diagrams, and the connection between 
natural events, and so on. I learned a lot and kept on going. 

Eventually you left your home state of West Virginia 
and ended up enrolling at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, 
where you won the Stephen H. Wilder Traveling 
Scholarship. 
Edie and I met in art school, and the trip was our honeymoon. 
We drove from Cincinnati to the West Coast- Oregon, 
down to L.A.- and back over to Florida in three months. 
We took Edie's Chevy and camped along the way. We visited 
all the national parks and scenic wonders. I still refer to 
things I remember from that trip. It was important to me. 

Was that the first time you experimented with a two
dimensional style? 
Yes. I started realizing that in order to get a whole bunch of 
stuff on a piece of paper, you had to simplify it. So a Rocky 
Mountain or something like that. you couldn't fit everything 
in, but you could get the impression by flattening it out. 
That appealed to me. I still have samples of superrealism 
from art school. But suddenly on this trip it came to me that 
this is silly. Nature did it better. I couldn't try to compete. 
Edie happened to get into that at the same time and we 
progressed together and helped each other. ~ 
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"Ladybugs are possibly the only noncontroversial subject left in 
the world; you can start a ladybug conversation with a total stranger 
without getting hit in the mouth." 

The Last Aphid f Serigraph / 198 1 
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I Conversation 

Bank Swallow/ American Bird Architects, Ford Times / Serigraph I 1959 

Starling I American Bird Census, Ford Times I Serigraph / 1960 

Ptlican in a Downpour/ Ten Collector Prints, Birds and Words I Serigraph / 197 2 
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By the time you started working for the Ford Times, that had 
become the established "Harper" style. 
[Ford was] very influential in my development because they 
had a great art director, Arthur Lougee, whom I consider my 
mentor if anybody was. He gave me a chance to do all kinds 
of stories and encouraged me to write, which I had not done 
before. In fact, 1 was a replacement for E. B. White, who did 
the captions for the first prints I made. Arthur got requests 
from readers for reproductions of the magazines, which he 
couldn't supply, so he had the idea of artists making prints 
of their work that had appeared in the magazine-which 
was great. He gave all the money to the artists. Silk screening 
fit perfectly with the way I was thinking about form- flat
tened-out planes of color. It had a great influence on my 
work, but I'd never do it again! 

It seems like the majority of your work is of birds. Is there a 
reason for that? 
Well, the work for Ford- "Western Birds," "Bird Architects," 
"America's Vanishing Birds" - each of those gave me a reason 

to learn something more. I didn't know a thing about birds. 
I still don't. I'm the world's worst bird-watcher, so I do my 
bird-watching in a guidebook. I'm a little bit embarrassed by 
that, because I am surrounded by experts. I've got every bird 
guide that I can get my hands on. It impresses me how each 
artist interprets a bird, and I thought I could make it a little 
different too. 

With such an extensive body of work, is there one piece 
you can call your favorite? 
My favorite is Jesus Bugs from r 969. It's hanging in the bed
room. I don't know why exactly, but I think it's because it ~ 
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frsus B119s I Serigraph I 1969 
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Jesus Bugs I Can you think of a better 
name for insects that walk on water? 
Our ancestors couldn't either, but your 
field guide calls them water striders. They 
hike around the pond all their lives with
out ever getting wet feet, and in shallow 
water on a sunny day their shadows sink 
like stones and tag along the bottom. But 
who minds a wet shadow? If you had 
wide-spread, waxy feet that didn't break 
the surface film, you, too, could walk on 
water. And be famous for fifteen minutes. 
(Charles Harper's original caption) 

was the first thing that ever really interested me and that I 
connected with in nature. The idea of them skating around 
and casting their shadows underneath the water and flowing 
along the ripples was enchanting to me. I used to lie along 
the creek bank and watch them do that on the farm, then I 
found out that they're called Jesus bugs. 

And finally, what are you working on at the moment? 
A poster for the new ornithology building at Cornell and a 
piece that shows what might happen to you if you use your 
cell phone while you're driving. [It depicts] an auto wreck 
from last year because the spring wildflowers are growing 
up around the steering wheel and the skull and so on. A cell 
phone will be in the skeletal hand [of the driver) and a house 
wren is building his nest in the skull. The house wren builds 
several nests in his attempt to attract females, so the name of 
this picture is Can You Hear Me Now? • 
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I Dwell Labs I Story by Amber Bravo 

Beyond the Ficus 
Q: I enjoy plants' form, color, and positive 
impact, but what frustrates me is the lack 
of interesting houseplants available today. 
Are houseplants old-fashioned and out of 
place in the modern home? 
-Jim Powers, Los Angeles 

Dioonedule 

Oxalis 

134 Dwell April 2006 

I Photos by Dwight Eschliman 

A: My good man, plants are always in style! 
All you need is a clean, sol id-colored vessel 
and an imaginative species. 

Philodendron mJbescms 
(Blushing Philodendron) 

Zamiafurfuraeta (Cardboard Palm) 

Pachira aquarica Sanst1Jiuia cylindrica 

Sansevieria tnfasciata 

C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 



Opposite page: 

Ox a/is 

Height Up 10 10 inches Sunlight 

Sun/panial shade Oang<r NIA 

Bloom Color Various Wal tr Wattr 

regularly; do not ovrrwatcr 

Dioon tdult 

Height 1.5-6 ftc1 Sunheh1 Sun/ 

panial shade Dongcr Poisonous if 

ingested Bloom Color N/A \\'otcr 

Drought tolerant; water regularly; 

do not overwater 

Alotftrox 

Height 4-12 feel Sunlight Full sun 

Danger Plant has spines and hard 

edges Bloom Color Various Wal<'r 

Drought loleranl; water regularly; 

let plant dry out between waterings 

Pat hira aquatica 

l k1~h1 10-15 feel Sunlight Sun/ 

P.Jrtial shadc Dangcr NIA Bloom 

Color While/near while Water 

Wattr regularly; do not overwater 

Sonuvitria cylinilriu 

llc1eh1 2-S fe<t Sunlight Sun/partial 

shade Danger Sap can irritate skin 

Bloom ( 'olor White to pink \ Vd.ter 

Drought tolerant; water regularly; do 

not overwater 

Zamia fuifuracta 

I !eight 3-4 feet Sunlight Full/partial 

sun D•ngerSeed is poisonous if 

ingested Bloom Color NIA Water 

Water regularly; do not overwater 

Codiat wm varitgatum 

Philodtndron t rubtsctns H•ight 3- 6 fett Sunlight Sun/partial 

Height 8-12 ftcl Sunlight Full shade shade D•n~er Seed is poisonous if 

Dangcr Parts of plant arc poisonou• ingested Bloom Color Various Water 

B1oom Color Pd.le pink to red \\at1 r Requires consiste.ntly moist soil: 

Water regulaily; let plant dry out do nol ltl plant dry out bttwten 

bttwten waterings waterings 

Following page: 

Platyctrium bifUrcatum 

Height 1.5-3 feet Sunlight Filtered, 

bright light Danger Poisonous if 

ingested; has sharp spines: pollen 

may cause allergy Bloom Color 

NIA Water Waterregularly; do not 

overwater 

Philodendron 

Height 1<>-12 feel Sunlight Partial/ 

full shade Danger Juice con irritatt 

the skin Bloom Color NIA \\ater 

Water regularly; let plant dry out 

between wa1erings. do not overwaltr 

Cycas N'uoluta 

Height 1<>-12 ftet ~unli~ht Sun/par· 

tial shade Dangor Seed is poisonous 

if ingested Bloom Color NIA \\atcr 

Drought tolorant: water rtgularly: do 

not overwater 

Crtusula ovata 

I !eight i-6 feet Sunlight Full sun 

Danger NIA 8 loom Color White to 

pink Water Drought to lerant; watei 

regularly; let plant dry out between 

waterings; do not overwater 

Stl~gintlla 

I lcoght .5-1 feel Sunlight Full/ 

partial shade Danger NIA Bloom 

< nlor Greenish white Waler 

Rtquirts consistently moist soil; 

do not let plant dry out b<twecn 

w'tcrings 

Gui mania 

lle1j!ht 1- 1.s feet Sunlight Full/par

lial shade Danger Ni/\ Bloom Color 

Various \\'ater Water regularly; do 

not ovtrwater 

Dncidium 

Height 2- 7 feet Sunlight Filtered. 

subdued bright light Dan~cr N/A 

Bloom Color Various \\'atrr I.ti 

plan I become moderately dry 

between waterings; requires more 

water while new shoot is growing 

Atonium 

lleight 1.5- 6 feet Sunlight Sun/par

tial shade Danger NIA Bloom Color 

Various \\ ater Drought tolerant; 

water regularly; do not overwa1er 

Sanstuieria trifasciata 

Height Up to 4 feet Sunlight Light 

shade Danger Poisonous if Ingested 

Bloom Color Green/cream \.\'at er 

Drought tolerant; water regularly; 

do not overwater 

Cattltya 

!fright 9 inches Sunlight Full sun 

in a.m./partial shade D.mger NIA 

Bloom Color Various \V.:ater Let 

plant become moderately dry 

between waterings; requires more 

water while new shoot is growing 

Haworthia 

Height 4- 8 inches Sunlight Full sun 

Danger NIA Bloom lolorGret nish 

white Water Drought tolerant; water 

regularly; do not ovrrwal<r 

Codiarum varitgt1tum 

Bright l~ ftct SunliRht Full!P.Jrtial 

sun D~nger Poisonous if ingt"Sttd 

Bloom Color Various \\'attr Rtquires 

consistently moist soil; do not let 

plant dry out bttwten waterings 



I Dwell Labs I Prop styling by Birl e Walter 

See previous page for 
plant specifics. 
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Platymium bijim:atum(Stag Horn Fern) 

Cycas revoluta (Sago Palm) 

Cattltya (Orchid) 

Haworthia 

Crassula ovata (Jade Plant) 

Codiaeum variegarum 
(Mother Daughter Croton) 
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Dwell Home II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

IS~,~~~~~~· 
Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, 
Caesarstone quartz surfaces take concept to 

reality by creating the perfect blend of form and 
function. www.caesarstone.us.com, 

(877) 978-2789. 

m]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Ai~ offers a full line of built-in appliances 
designed for the passionate home gourmet. For 

more information, visit www.jennair.com or call 
(800) JENN-AIR. 

With offices throughout North America, 

Maharam offers a comprehensive collection of 
interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, 
iconic modernist designs, and t imeless textures. 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a design and 
development company that specializes in f ine 
contemporary rugs and superior quality interior 

accessories for residential, office, and hospitality 
space. For more information, please visit one of 
our 27 showroom partners' locat ions or 

www.emmagardnerdesign.com. 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the 
Autodesk'" Revit~ building design and 

documentation system, purpose-built for 
building information model ing. Change anything, 
anytime, anywhere, and Revit coord inates the 

change everywhere. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and 
worldwide d istributors of George Nelson Bubble 

lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and 

California Case Study Furniture. 

Room&Boarcf 
Excellent design is t imeless, not driven by trends. 

Our home furn ishings are inspired by great move
ments in furniture design and created for modern 

lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine 
craftsmanship, natural materials, and affordable 

prices to offer outstanding va lue. 

eHermanMillerror the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern 

c lassics as well as home office seating through 
our nationwide network of consumer and on line 
stores. Visit www.hermanmi ller.com/hmhome 
or ca ll (800) 646-4400. 

THE BClD lDCl< 
OF KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Koh ler Co. has been a global leader 
in providing products of high design for the 
kitchen and bath. Never a fol lower of existing 
trends and styles, Kohler continuously strives to 

lead the way and set new standards for gracious 
living by creating products that will del iver years 

of performance and add beauty and value to 
people's homes. www.kohler.com 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing 
original design and innovation to the ceiling fan 

industry. The designs celebrate the modern idiom 
through mechanical simplificat ion, geometric forms, 
and contemporary f inishes. The Modern Fan Company 
is the only source for 21st-century cei ling fans. 

For more information, please visit www.dwellmag.com. 

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordi
nary furniture. Our unique modern designs and 
over-engineered construction form the foundation 

of our success, further supported by an extraordi
nary customer service staff. To see our complete 

line of lifestyle and AN furniture, visit us at 
www.boltz.com. 

Artemille 
Artemide, the most diversif ied, award-winn ing 
design line in the lighting industry, offering dec
orative and architectural luminaires featuring 

the perfect balance between form, function, and 

performance. For more information, please visit 
www.artemide.us. 

[ill] t:J.~.Qf ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs 

contemporary stainless steel entry door systems 
using the f inest quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. 

Poliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end wardrobe 
systems, wall units, beds, and kitchens since 
1942. Collaborating with leading European indus

trial architects such as Paolo Piva, Carlo Colombo, 
and Christian Liaigre, to mention only a few, 
Poliform has brought quality, fashion, function, 

and technology together to create unique and 
t imeless design reflecting the personal ity of the 

contemporary homeowner. 
Cal l 1-888-POLIFORM for the showroom nearest 
you. Or go to www.poliformusa.com to download 

catalogs in realtime . 

@mstrong· 
Armst rong Floor Products, which includes Bruce~. 
Armstrong~ Hardwood Flooring by Hartco~ and 
Robbins~. offers hardwood, resi lient, laminate, 
ceramics, and Genuine Linoleum~. See products 

or download Design my Room" to redesign any 
room in your home before you buy at 
www.armstrong.com or call (888) ARMSTRONG. 
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SIEMENS 
Siemens u ltraSense™ laundry system. German

engineered, the ultraSense™ washer and dryer 
feature the most advanced technology on the 

market, allowing you to wash more c lothes than 
ever before at home, including cashmere, si lk, 
and active wear. www.siemens-home.com. 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth 's 
first full hybrid SUV. For more informat ion call 

(800) 301-7430 or visit 
www.fordvehic les.com/escapehybrid. 

f3 NORITZ 
A L WAYS H OT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for 

tankless technology. Our tankless gas water 
heaters provide endless hot water wh ile saving 

money and space. 

Varenna 
Pollfomi 

Varenna is the kitchen division of Poliform, a true 
lifestyle furnishings retai ler in the European tradi
t ion. Poliform showrooms combine the sale of 

kitchens and furnishings in an architectural point 
of sale, selling to the trade and end-user alike. 
Italy's leading kitchen brand, Varenna offers a 

broad collection of models, and f inishings ranging 
from rich woods, to stainless steel , and lacquer 
colors. Contemporary, t imeless kitchen design, for 

a broad taste and budget. For a f ree consultation 
by a trained professional, call 1-877-VARENNA. 
Or go to www.poliformusa.com to download cata

logs in realt ime. 

--- - -

Engage 
Last year, Dwell gathered thousands of architects, designers, contrac
tors, artists, professionals, homeowners and more, all seeking design 
and looking to Dwell to provide a forum. 

In 2006, we will continue to bring events to cities across the country 
and hope you will join us. 

To bring to life the content of its pages, Dwell is hosting live confer
ences presenting a fresh, diverse lineup of speakers that are working 
together to effect change. These conferences will continue the discus
sion on prefab, and bring together industry leaders exploring the future 
of sustainable housing. 

Along with these quarterly conferences, Dwell is also hosting panel dis
cussions, cocktail parties, home tours, exclusive openings, and museum 
exhibits in your area. 

Please visit www.dwellmag.com/community/events for details. 

To be added to the Friends of Dwell list and receive special invitations 
to regional events, please email your address to events@dwellmag.com. 

dwell 

Copyr ri tea rr atcr I 



MAX BLANK 

HIGH QUALITY 

MAXBLANK .CO M 

866.629.2526 





I Profiles 

Marcel Wanders 
OCCUPATION: 

Industrial Designer I Art Director I Entrepreneur 
LOCATION: 

Amsterdam, the Netherlands 



This page Marcel Wanders at 

home in Ills modest apartment, 
which is nctxt door to his studio. 
He c laims to never do anything 
but work ind his apartment 
is always 1n progress. Wanders 

does all the work himself, and 
furnishes it with both his latest 

designs and antique finds, 

like the table pictured here. 
Opposite: A shelf of inspira
tion. The objects include two 

Egg vases, a gold-plated One 
Minute sculpture (made by 

hand in 60 seconds), a gold· 
plated soup can (a charity 

I Story by Jane Szita 

piece whose proceeds go to 
feeding the homeless), several 
porcelain teddy bears, two 

Airborne Snotty vases, and a 
model Knotted chair. 

I Photos by Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanarin 
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"The 'I don't know it's there, so I don't have 
to care' approach is fine with a pacemaker. 
But a good chair you feel in your heart." 

C. pyr g t rr r I 



"It's a mess up here." Marcel Wanders is talking about his brain, and 
the necessary disorder of an open m ind in design. "Philosophy is not 
one tru th, but thousands of t ruths . You don't have to believe in just one 

thing. When you choose one idea, you close yourse lf to the rest." 
ft sou nds chaotic. but there's nothing haphazard about the sleekly 

seductive products Wanders designs for the likes of Moroso and 
Cappellini from his cana lside stud io in Amsterdam. Sitting here, we're 
surrounded by them: Big Shadow lamps. Carbon chairs, and shelves 
stacked with Knotted chai r models and gold-plated Egg vases. For all 
thei r variety, they- a long with their creator- share a disarmingly idio
syncratic presence, a kind of enigmatic exuberance. 

At 42. Wanders has lost the lea n and hungry look of h is Boy Wonder 
pe riod, when he firs t won the world's attention as a member of Droog 
Design, the tongue-in-cheek Dutch collective he calls "the Memphis 
of the 1990s:· Al Droog's epochal 1993 Milan fu rniture fair debut, he 
showed pieces like the Set Up Shades lamp, an austere yet suggestive 
column of wh ile shades. 

Few could have guessed a t the prolific, polymorphous output ahead. 
Fast-forwa rd I 2 years, and 2005's iVli Ian fair was packed with products 
designed by \!\landers for half a dozen major companies, including 
Po liforn1 . Alessi, and Flos (as well as the collection of his own company, 
Moooi). ranging from a simple spoon with a twist (natural ly) to intri
cately carved chairs and tables. The scope of his work has expa nded too, 
with interiors projects like Lute Suites, a row of n th-century Amsterdam 
houses converted into hotel rooms. "In teriors offer me a chance to look 
at the products I've designed and iest their usabi lity," he says. 

The idea of Wanders testing the utili ty of h is pieces might seem to 
be at odds with his reputation as a fierce opponent of functional ism. 
"'! don't want to make fu rn iture that's not fu nctional," he says. "But 
the problem with rnodern design is that it defines funct ionali ty too 
na rrowly. The more functional a chair, the less we feel it i n our butts. 
The 'l don' t know it's the re, sol don' t have to ca re' approach is fine 
with a pacemaker. But a good chair you feel in your heart." 

His own la test chair. in the l\ew Antiques range fo r Cappellini, is a 
de tai led, turned object, made modern by its proport ions, slender light
ness, and color. "Why should we still live in a design culture that looks 
to the r92os?" asks Wanders. "\Ni t h the 1ew Antiques, I'm saying it's 
okay to go back beyond the limitations ofwhaL design has become. The 

design industry is fo r people. after al l- not the other way a round." 
Wanders. like o ther Droog designers, has always had this impulse to 

strip design of its e li tist tendencies, to work with forms that are univer
sally understood- he calls them "archctypcs"- and to use old things in 
a novel way, ra ther than strai ning for something new. Major themes in 
his work are handicrafts, as in the iconic Ming vase, which re tains all 
the tr,1ces of its making, and in the baroque detai l of his Lace table. All of 
this work indicates Wanders's interest in rescuing the history of objects. 
"Design is way too modern," he says. "People cannot cope. Modern com
posers make music we can' t listen to. We push the boundaries too hard. 
and the public loses track. The \\·orld is too focused on youth- I want 

Opposite (clockwise from left): 
A prototype of a chair from 
the New Antiques range for 

Cappellini: a gold-plated porce· 
lain teddy bear: a gold-plated 
One Minute sculpture, under 
an antique glass dome; an Egg 
vase; a poseable artist's model 

Wanders purchased when he 
was working on his "breathing" 
mannequins for the Mandarina 

Duck flagship store in London; 
and an Airborne Snotty vase, 
reflecting his determination 
to make even bodily functions 
beautiful. 

to remember that J have a mother as well as a daughter. J want to make 
work that looks to the future, but also back to the past. J want to use new 
techniques, but also reintroduce that lost quality of beauty." 

Wanders has the anachronistic devotion to beauty of a Romantic poet, 
which he says he delibera tely cultivated. "When J was first at des ign 
school, .. he recalls, " I was theoretical and dogmatic. l did a design for a 
clock I was proud of, and my tu tor said, 'Clever design- loo bad it's so 
ug\yl' I was shocked, but when r thought about it. I decided there was 
no reason why l couldn"t make beautiful things. 

"So I put a blanket down in the middle of my room, and every day I'd 
put th ings on it, making harmonious composit ions or objects. I worked 
on it two or three hours a day for about nine months, but no one ever 
saw it. Tha t's how l studied the poet ic part of design." As he tells the 
s tory, Wanders rearranges the coffee cups and books on the table. His 
love for these assemblages, which l1e calls haikus, led direct ly to his 
Haiku pla te series for B&B lta lia. He says t hey are all about fi nding a 
"line"-a sequence, or implied narra tive. 

Wanders designs, he says, out of a love for people: "I see people and I just 
want to be there for them; I want to help them live their dreams." 'v\Tanders 
combines quixotic ideal ism and an endearing na ivete wi th the business 
acumen and ambition he has demonstrated since starting his fi rst com 
pany. WAACs. in I993, "to make real things . not just conceptual objects." 
This is a tra nsi tion that Droog itself has ye t to successfully navigate, 
but Wanders d id it alone, and fast. He quickly ou tgrew WAAC's, started 
Wanders Wonders, and then, in 2001, set up Moooi ( the Dutch word for 
beautiful, but "with an extra 0 for extra beautiful"), wh ich has a diverse 
product range based on collaborations with Jurgen Bey, Ross Lovegrove, 
jasper Morrison, and younger talents like Maa rten (Smoke) Baas. 

An air of controversy has surrounded Wanders ever since he was 
th rown out of his fi rst design school afte r one year. He still doesn' t 
know why. "You need a thick skin," he comments, wi th uncharacteristic 
understa tement. Although widely regarded as one of the most inte rest
ing designers working today, he sti ll has his detractors. Harsher c rit ics 
find his styl istic variety perplexing. others find him sensational ist, "the 
Dam ien Hirst of furn iture," for modeling his Egg and Snotty vases on 
eggs in a condom and a irborne phlegm, respectively. Yet the Ai rborne 
Snotty vase is a t the heart of Wandcrs's oeuvre, contriving as it docs to 

create beauty out of the gro tesque. Much Qf Wanders's work has th is 
paradoxica l power, like an oxymoron made visible. 

Perha ps Wandcrs's theatrical presence. comb ining clements of 
showman and shaman- he once appeared a t an exh ibit ion as Saint 
Sebastian- sometimes misleads observers into writing off his work 
as smoke and mirrors. "My persona is very calculated." he admits. 

\Vanders's idol is Philippe Starck, and he's al ready shown the poten
tial to equal- and perhaps surpass-him. "Where ! used to think in 
terms of chairs and vases, now it's big concepts like qua lity of l ife. If 
I have any basic mot ivation, it's to inspire people lo make their li fe a 
masterpiece. So my biggest work is my life - and l take that seriously. 
But not too seriously." • 
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Wanders's home is a combi· 
nation of past (the pink wall 
design was painted for his 
daughter several years ago) 

and future (the ceiling and 
some walls were just removed 
to take the space into a new 
direction). The dog photo 
is by Boudewijn Smit; the 
black-and-white photo in the 
center is Sagami Bay by Hiroshi 
Sugimoto; and the print above 
the desk is by Ingrid Baars and 
Nanine Linning. The ornate 
mosaic coffee table Wanders 
designed for Bisazza i s next 
to a minimalist sofa by Martin 
Visser. The red lamp is the 
smallest of Wanders's Big 
Shadow series, designed in 
1998 for Cappellini; above the 
desk is a lamp from Belgium's 
Modular, and the office chair 
is from Vitra. The baroque mir· 
ror is a prototype of a design 
by Wanders. 0 p.210 
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"Performance is a big part of my 
work-I've got a lot of energy, and 
it has to go somewhere." 
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This page: Every day, Wanders 
eats lunch with his team of 12 
i n the studio, watched by an 
array of One Minutes that look 
like a row of angels or winged 
victories. The red·and·white Op 

Art- inspired lamp shade was 
designed for One Minute, which 
is usually used as a lamp stand. 

Opposite: An installation of 

mismatched handmade shelves 
makes a display area for another 
enigmatic assortment of 
objects, including a Wanders 
Sponge vase (1997), made 

by soaking a real sponge in 
clay, which burns away when 

the piece is fired. The same 

technique was used on the 

silver·plated teddy bear above 
it. The dolphin and Buddha 

figures-perhaps a reminder of 
Wanders's role in mainstream· 
Ing k1tsch-1llustrate the 

designer's interest m ordinary, 
popular decorative objects. 
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Architect Byoung Cho (opposite), 
first came to Montana from 

Korea in the early 1980s. 
He admires the simple beauty 
of the agricultural buildings 
in Bozeman. 

Cho spends much of the year in 
Bozeman teaching at Montana 
State. The vernacular archi
tecture, like the grain-storage 
facility shown here, provides 
much inspiration for his work. 
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Cho designed the Camerata 

Music Space and Gallery (oppo
site and t his page) for the Heyri 

Art Valley in 2004. Essential ly 
a concrete box, the space con

tains a hanging structure of 

horizontally stacked wood, 

which is directly inspired from 
a technique used (albeit verti

cally) in Montanan grain silos. 
The slatted yellow pine form 

allows for superior acoustics. 

Overnight, winter's first snowfall coated Montana's Gallatin Valley 
in a white sheath, and chunky flakes continue to fall as architect 
Byoung Cho traverses Interstate 90 from Three Forks to Bozeman. As 
happens each year, drivers accustomed to fairer conditions have forgotten 
how to navigate the snow-covered roads; stranded cars line the high
way's shoulders and the flashing lights of emergency vehicles flank an 
overturned SUV. Sipping coffee, Cho pilots his Jeep Cherokee cautiously 
in the tracks left by previous drivers and begins to explain the unique 
transcontinental balancing act of his life. 

It happens that the 48-year-old Cho not only is a full-time professor 
of architecture here at Montana State University but also operates a 
thriving and acclaimed practice in Seoul, South Korea. A typical day 
includes teaching second- and fourth-year architecture studios in the 
morning and afternoon, and later working in conjunction with Korean 
office hours in downtown Bozeman. Despite the voluminous workload 
and disparate settings, Cho is upbeat. 'Tm really happy to be away from 
my office," he confesses. "l can really concentrate and think here. It's 

much more calm." For Cho, who even upon cursory introduction gives 
the impression that he breathes architecture rather than air, Montana 
provides much more than a big sky and respite from the hectic pace 
of life in Seoul: Its agricultural buildings-a subject to which he refers 
often and with great relish-are a never-ending source of inspiration. 

That Cho today finds himsel f living in Montana isn't so much 
a tangent as the closing of a circle. After studying ceramics in Korea, 
Cho's enthusiasm for the writings of Mark Twain led him to Western 
Illinois University in Macom b (near the author's boyhood home) 
in 1982 to learn English. After one semester, having seen photographs 
of the mountain-studded Gallatin Valley landscape, he transferred 
to Montana State to pursue architecture. As Cho recounts, he had 
wonderful experiences with professors who challenged his intellect 

and readily welcomed him into their fami lies. His close ties with the 
MSU faculty would lead him back to Bozeman in 1999, when Clark 
Llewellyn (formerly Cho's professor and now the director of the School 
of Architecture) tracked down Cho's p hone number in Seoul and asked 
if he would consider returning to Montana to teach. Cho, who in the 
meantime had completed graduate studies at Harvard's Graduate School 
of Design, taught in Germany and Korea, worked for practices in Boston 
and Seoul, and experienced success with his own firm, Byoungsoo Cho 
Archi tects, readily accepted the offer. 

Passing through Bozeman's storybook downtown, Cho arrives at a tall 
(for Bozeman) grain-storage facility crafted from corrugated steel, its 
series of gabled roofs stacked at seemingly random intervals. Tromping 
through the snow, Cho draws an unlikely corollary between the struc
ture and the teachings of Lao Tzu. "In the first chapter of the Tao it says, 
'Ever desi reless, one can see the mystery. Ever desiring, one can see mani
festation.'" He explains the connection: "Agricultural buildings aren't 
really designed, someone just made them. I try to design like that- so 
it looks like it's not designed at all, it's just there." 

While Cho's work easily falls into the modernist canon. it exudes 
a dramatic sense of timelessness- as though it were built centuries 
ago. Dualities like this, which hint at the sense of mystery achieved by 
following the Tao, are a persistent theme: the confluence of the primi
tive and the refined, of the handmade and the industrial, of monetary 
expense and true value, of emptiness and volume, of purpose and poetry. 
Meandering through Bozeman's outskirts, making stops to admire the 
play of light inside a wooden barn, the cathedral-like reverberation of 
sound inside the cavity of an empty concrete silo, and the dignified sim
plicity of a metal roof sitting atop an open-air steel frame, it's impossible 
not to adopt Cho's enthusiasm for the unrefined elegance of the vernac
ular structures- and even more interesting to .. 
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for a housi velbpmentla 
be built on the whm the 

· barn now stands, IS remains 
hopeful that it will not tie 
entirely tOrn down. 
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experience firsthand the unlikely antecedent to his own architectural 
designs a continent away. 

Over an equally unlikely lunch of Montana sushi, an ebullient Cho 
shares reprints of his work from Korean architecture magazines in 
the same way fathers share pictures of their kids from their wallet. He 
describes three of his most recently completed projects: the Camera ta 
House, a music-listening studio and home built in the celebrated Heyri 
Art Valley; the Concrete Box House, his own vacation retreat: and 

the Village of Dancing Fish, a group home for mentally challenged 
adults. These works, all designed and constructed after Cho returned 
to Bozeman in 1999, both in spirit and construction detail echo the 
agricul tural buildings of Montana. 

Drawing from his present surroundings, as well as site visits in Korea, 
Cho begins his design process with loose sketches in h is notebook
almost abstract perspectives and elevations, which gradually develop 
into construction details and p lans. From his satellite office in Bozeman, 
where one or two members of his Seoul staff assist him for semester

long periods (and usually suffer virulent culture shock), he oversees 
the creation of working and construction drawings. A dedicated branch 
of his firm, run by h is brother, Young Cho, oversees all construction
ensuring that the architect's intentions are carried out to a tee. 

With one foot in the academic world, where progressive ideas flow 
freely, Cho's built architecture is a continuous exploration without com
promise. "I don't take projects I don't like- I'm not working for money," 
he explains. "Prospective clients come to me, often through a friend 
who owns a gallery in Seoul, and I find ou t what their values are-then 
maybe we will do a project. It' s why I still have no website." Although 
on paper Cho may come across as just another controlling architect (a 
prospective client in Bozeman sold h is lot after Cho told h im it wouldn't 
work), h is conviction is tempered by humility, humor, and honor. 

Cho's recently completed vaca
tion retreat, the Concrete Box 
House (opposite) , was inspired 

by the use of raw material~. 

Cho decided on grape vines as 
an unusual landscape element. 

The Village of Dancing Fish 
(below) is a live/work facility for 

mentally challenged adults. 
The clusters of buildings under 

a large roof were intended to 
create a vision of family. 

Later, at the campus, Cho walks through his students' studios, stop
ping to chat and check in on their projects- the second-year studio 
is designing an "alley house" (his second passion, after agricultu ral 
buildings, are the alleys that criss-cross Bozeman's residential streets), 
while the fourth-year studio is working on a cartography museum at 
a site adjacent to the Colosseum in Rome. He's arranged for a critique 
with the fourth-year students, who tack their midsemester work to the 
walls and take turns explaining their progress. Cho listens atten tively, 

teasingly points out items he had obviously been pushing the students 
to work on, and offers suggestions on how to proceed. Explain ing his 
choice to remain an educator, Cho says, "When they do something cor
rectly, it makes you so happy. We share a lot of information, and get a 
chance to experiment. Most of all, we .all work hard together trying to 
create something meaningful, so we should have good time." 

As Cho did with his own professors, many of his studen ts work for 
him after graduation. Between MSU students working in Seoul, and his 
office staff coming to Bozeman, Cho operates something of a one-man 

exchange program. That night over dinner, two former students who 
worked in h is Seoul office and who have since returned to Bozeman 
share experiences and stories and catch up with Cho. It's not a stretch 
to imagine a similar scene some years ago, wi th Cho's role reversed into 
that of the student. Cho seems to en joy his present role as a mentor, 
and out of sheer enthusiasm for the opportunities and possibilities 
archi tecture presents, the topic rarely strays. The waiter returns with the 
check and pauses, "I thought it was you, and when I saw the card I said, 
'I knew it'-you're my roommate's professor." Cho smiles as the waiter 
continues: "Our house is covered wi th models and he's always working 
on something or talking about something you told him. He says you 
love, like, simple boxes and always wear jeans." 

Nobody begs to differ. • 

April 2006 Dwell 159 



I Profiles 

160 Dwell April 2006 

"I would like to show that Montanan 
culture and Korean culture have 
differences, but also similarities." 



" I see great tradition here," 
says Cho, admiring old farm 

buildings like t he house shown 
opposite. Development and 
sprawl are a looming threat, 

even in relatively small Bozeman. 

Cho's sketchbook is rarely 

out of arm's reach. He draws 
and sketches constantly, 
often working in downtown 
Bozeman's coffee shops and 

wi ne bar. 
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Graphic Designer I Editor 
WCAI10N: 

New York, New York 
Baltimore, Maryland 

IDCATION: 

New York, New Yark 
Baltimore, Maryland 



Graphic designer J. Abbott 
Miller (below left) is one half 
of a couple that is helping to 
remake the field. Over the past 
20 years, he and his wife Ellen 
Lupton have collaborated and 
worked separately. Details 

in their Baltimore, Maryland, 
house (opposite and below 
right) reflect their obsession 
with form, although their 
design is never merely about 
how things look. 

For J.Abbott Miller and Ellen Lupton, design is as 
intellectual as it is visual. Together and separately, 
they've been teaching us that designers can be more 
than just form makers. 

"When did we get married?" asks Ellen Lupton, turning to her 
husband, T.Abbott Miller. "Ninety-one?" 

There's a pause during which both make a visible effort to remember 
that is born more of good manners than any interest in the actual date. 
The formalities of the Miller-Lupton alliance are less compelling to the 
couple than its fruits: two children, a comfortable home, and an intellec

tual partnership whose impact on the world of graphic design cannot 
be underestimated. 

"Yeah, we're pretty sure," says Miller in a voice indicating that he is, in 

fact, not at all sure. "We've been married, we think, r2 years, 13 maybe?" 
"Whatever," Lupton says with a girlish impatience for un important 

detai ls. "We've been married for awhile. Eventually the romance thing 
worked out." Actually, it worked out following a long working relation
sh ip and part ly because they work together so brilliant ly. 

Arguably, Lupton and Miller are to graphic design what Charles and 
Ray Eames were to industrial design-except that what Lupton and 
Miller accomplish as a team is matched, if not surpassed, by what they 
accomplish as individuals. Today, Lupton is the curator of contemporary 
design at the Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum in New York, 

director of the graduate program in graphic design at the Maryland 
Institute College of Art (MICA) in Baltimore, and working toward a 
doctorate in communication design. She has created a name for herself 
by curat ing exhibits like Cooper-Hewitt's National Design Triennial 

and "Skin: Surface, Substance, and Design" that are vast in their breadth 
and detail, exhaustively researched, and sophisticated in their examina

tion of culture through the prism of its objects. She is also the author 
of user-friendly websites like her blog, www.design-your-life.org, and 
books like Thinking with Type, a handbook (scaled to the h uman hand) 
on how to use graphic design to develop and communicate ideas. Miller, 
who grew up in Indiana, is the editor and designer of the engrossingly 

uncategorizable 2wice magazine and a partner at the international 
design firm Pentagram. 

Lupton and Miller met in 1981 in Nick Marsicano's first Monday
morning drawing class at Manhattan's Cooper Union. Lupton, who came 
in as a painter, and Miller, who was studying sculpture, film, and design, 
discovered a mutual interest in theory and criticism, and wondered why 
graphic design wasn't engaging big theoretical issues the way architec
ture was. "We were really brainy designers, which wasn't dominant at 11> 
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The couple lives In a century
old town house with their 
two children. Their bedroom 
is a skillful mix of old and 
new: drapes from IKEA, a 
vintage walnut dresser, Jasper 

-

..... 
Morrison's Glo-Batl lamp, 
and a painting by Miller's 
mother. Lupton·s basement 
office (opposite) is a colorful 
cozy clutter adjacent to the 
family room. 0 p. 210 
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What Lupton and Miller accom
plish together is matched 
by their individual work. In 
January, Knoll launched 
Miller's discipline-crossing 
Grammar wallpaper collection 
(top left), for which he densely 
overl aid san serif letterforms 

and typographic fragments to 
create a texture out of letters. 
Lupton scaled her Thinking 
with Type handbook (top 
middle), on how to use graphic 
design to develop and com
municate ideas, to the human 
hand. As its editor, Miller sees 

thinking 
with 

2wice magazine as an object 
that can enact its subject mat
ter-whether it's an homage 
to fashion designer Geoffrey 
Beene (top right) or a 2-0 
space that hosts performances 
(bottom middle and right). His 
design of a traveling exhibit 

type 
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for Harley Davidson included 
pavilion columns made from 
letters (bottom left). 
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A poster (top left) designed by 
Miller juxtaposes two photo
graphs united by the signature 
of the seven-year-old Henri 
de Toulouse-Lautrec. On/Off 
(top middle) form a gravure 
print. The catalog (top right) 
for Lupton's " Skin: Surface, 

PHAIDON 

Substance, and Design" show 
demonstrated the depth and 
breadth of her investigations 
into the relationship between 
objects and culture. Design 
Writing Research (bottom left) 
began as an after-work lab for 
ideas. Miller's sculptural ren-

DESIGN 
WRITING 

RESEARCH 

U.U:llLll'fOll 
,.,tnwr1.ut 

dering of the icon for escalator 
(bottom middle) anchored his 
design for a 2004 exhibition 
he curated at the National 
Building Museum. Miller's 
book design for Matthew 
Barney (below r ight) is artful 
without being inaccessible. 
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Pentagram's Balt imore office 
(opposite)- where Mi ller works 
three days a week-is a store· 
front across the street from 

their home. Behind the house, 
Lupton and Miller added a 
low-slung garage (below left). 

Earlier this year, Lupton and 
her students came out with a 
book called 0. I. Y.: Design It 
Yourself (below right). 

all at that time," says Lupton. "We thought design was this incredible 
discovery as a field, and yet no one was making it interesting. There was 
so much work to be done." 

Following graduation, the pair set up an after-work think tank called 
Design Writing Research that, by 1989, had become a day job. The 
results of this first decade of experimentation were eventually published 
in a book of the same name, which has become a staple of the field. 
At first, the collaboration was a laboratory for ideas; partly they won
dered whether design could be critical and successful. Within a few 
years they had their answer, in the form of the Chrysler Award for 
Innovation in Design. 

With son, Jay, II, and daughter, Ruby, 7, the Lupton-Miller family 
now lives in Baltimore so that Lupton can work at MICA. Their Bolton 
Hill neighborhood borders two colleges and is lined with trees and 
red-brick town houses. Built around 1885, their house has high ceilings 
and walls lined with books and art. Lupton's basement office is a warm 
clutter of papers and orange folders. Her other office is minutes away 
in MICA's Brown Center, an exploded box made of sheer gray glass. 
Miller spends two days a week at Pentagram's New York office. His 
satellite Baltimore office is a storefront facing their house, where he 
works with two young designers. 

The pair still share ideas, but full-throttle collaborations have become 
less frequent. (Recently, they worked together on an exhibition called 
"Swarm" at the Fabric Workshop and Museum in Philadelphia.) The 
only issue that the two seem compelled to revisit again and again, 
both together and separately, is their vision of what and who a graphic 
designer is. 

Lupton's websites are nakedly accessible, a rich brain dump, while 
Miller's work is contained in expensive artifacts that must be sought out 
(2wice isn't easy to find); however, Miller is an aesthete without seeming 

precious and Lupton is a populist who can be intimidating. She is more 
visionary. and more frustrated by practical limitations. Miller must 
strike this balance all the time at Pentagram, which is famous for its deft 
interleaving of the mainstream with the utopian in both its client list 
and an unusual cooperative business model. 

"We complement each other," says Miller, "and it's been like that 
from the beginning." 

More involved in writing and in identifying what's going on in the 
design world at a high level. Lupton sees herself as a writer who also 
knows how to design. "I use design as a tool to get out my messianic 
message about design," she says. "Abbott is more of a form maker." 

"I'm more of a formalist, fascinated by a chair or a building," says 
Miller. "I don't expect people to understand why I'm interested in 
design- I'm more willfully obscure." 

"I want everyone to hear the good news," Lupton says, turning to 
him, "and you're more like the high priest. You're Murray Moss, and I'm 
Target." Miller doesn't relish the rarefied sound of this, but he is more 
interested in doing design than encouraging others to do it, as Lupton is. 

In the end, however, it is their differences that make them important. 
To Miller and Lupton, design has never been about how things look. 
With roots in other, related practices, it is a set of techniques capable of 
generating ideas, as intellectual as it is visual. The old dichotomies of 
left brain and right are losing ground to their investigations. It is more 
important to them that they work in the "culture industry" rather than 
merely the design industry. In the future, Miller anticipates that, instead 
of making only formal choices, designers will become producers of 
content and of the meaning behind content; Lupton believes technology 
will make designers of us all. "I do have an affinity for Ellen's message," 
Miller says. "Design is being outed. Our little world is less and less small 
every day." Lupton and Miller are making it so.• 
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Rethinking Senior Housing 
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Eager to make up for time lost daydreaming in 
foxholes, soldiers arriving home from World War II 
rushed to their bedrooms with the wives and lovers 
who had patiently awaited their return. The result was 
a surfeit of bouncing babies, now known as the boomers, 
whose numbers are astounding. By 2030, the amount 
of Americans over the age of 65 will more than double 
- from just over 30 million to over 70 million - and 
represent more than 20 percent of the population. 

This vast sea of approaching gray should have a 
tremendous impact on current architecture and design. 
Yet there is real opposition to accessible elements within 
the home. As Valerie Fletcher, executive director of 
Boston-based nonprofit Adaptive Environments, says, 
"Developments and houses for people aged 55 and over 
just aren't building in senior-friendly features." 

"Our culture is deeply resistant to accepting the idea 
of aging at all," Fletcher explains. "No one over the age of 

65 wants to be identified as having disabilities." Fletcher, 
whose organization was formed to promote accessible 
design in both public and private spaces, relates a per
sonal anecdote to illustrate this point: Her mother, in 
her mid-8os, was opposed to having a grab bar installed 
in her bathroom a week before her hip-replacement 
surgery because of the product's implication that she was 
"getting old." After a protra.cted argument, the grab bar 
was put in, and "now she raves about how easy it is to get 
into and out of the shower," says Fletcher, with a slightly 
exasperated laugh. 

Numerous similar stories can be heard from archi
tects and designers. It seems that as soon as the words 
"elderly" or "senior" are uttered in conjunction with a 



"I don't want any of that old-people 
stuff; I don 't want my house to 
look Ii ke a nursing home." 

design project, clients take offense. Michael Thomas, an 
in terior designer and principal at t he Design Collective 
Group and a self-professed missionary for accessible 
design, has simply stopped telling people that he's 
modifying their homes. "I had one client, a very progres
sive woman in her early 6os, who asked me to renovate 
her house," he explains. "I put a sculptural grab bar in the 
bathroom, raised the toilet seat to chair height for ease of 
use, removed the curb around the shower, did all sorts 
of things. And I told her this will all be good if you ever 

break your leg or need a wheelchair. Her response was, 
'I don't want any of that old-people stuff; I don't want 
my house to look like a nursing home.' I realized that in 
the future I'd just design houses this way as a matter of 
course-but never offer a rationale other than to say it 
looks more beau tiful and is more comfortable that way." 

It's no surprise that in our youth -obsessed society no 
one wants to admit to getting old. And with all of the 
options available to promote the goal of looking and feel
ing younger, most boomers are e njoying healthier and 
longer lives than previous generations. "My clien ts are 
active people; they eat and exercise well. But their stron
gest issue is still their fear of faci ng the fu ture, and many 
have face-lifts, tu mmy tucks, and i mplants," says Thomas. 

Jn rea lity aging does cause limitat ions and impair
ment in people's ability to function within their 

homes. Decreases in abilities, as listed by the National 
HealthCare Corporation, include hearing loss, impaired 
vision, and restrictions in manual dexterity and mobility. 
Moreover, as aging expert and educator James Pirkl states, 
"Falls are the single leading cause of injury-related fatalities 
among those 65 and older." 

Facing this truth earlier rather than later makes things 
much easier in the long run. "The heart of our society is 

our homes, and if we don't think of ways now to invest 
in our houses to adjust to our changing lives, we're 
screwed," says Fletcher. "The worst thing people can do 
is wait until a crisis happens. If you deal with crises as 

emergency retrofits, you won't get the kind of renovation 
you would gel if you planned in advance." ... 

"For three days now I've been 
70 years old and it doesn't 
mean shit," photographer 
Larry Sultan's father tells 
him in Pictures From 
Home. Part bravado, part 
brutal honesty, the domestic 
images in this book- which 
are reproduced here- docu
ment the aging of his parents 
over the past 50 years and 
their evolving relationship to 
the spaces they inhabit. 

looking Into Empty Pool, 
1989 
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Fixing the Vacuum, 1988 
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Part of the solution, then, to making elderly design 
more palatable to consumers is the packaging of the idea. 
Catchphrases like "transgenerational design," "univer
sal design," and "design beyond age" seek to show that 
considerate design can benefit everyone, and therefore 
not marginalize the needs of the aging. A good example 
is the Good Grips series by OXO, kitchen utensils that 
are used by nine-year-olds and 90-year-olds alike- even 
though the founder created the line to assist his wife, 
who had developed rheumatoid arthritis. 

Pirkl coined the term "transgenerational design" in 
the early '8os during his research tenure at Syracuse 
University's gerontology center with a goal of creating 
homes that work well for everyone- from toddlers to 
people with temporary disabilities to the elderly. To 
prove his point, and to accommodate himself and his 
wife as they age, Pirkl designed and built a 2,700-square
foot house that incorporates all the practical elements 
he's been preaching for the past 20 years. 

Pirkl's home is a perfect showplace for his ideas and 
ideals. He used mostly standard fittings and off-the-shelf 
products to show that it's not so much about special prod
ucts, it's more about using basic products intelligently. 
In the kitchen, cork floors bounce and give underfoot, 

easing pain in aching backs. Cabinets are set ten inches 
off the floor, to minimize the need to bend down, and are 
fitted with easy-to-grip drawer pulls. Window coverings 
are remote-controlled, toilets are wall-mounted for ease of 
cleaning, and adjustable-height sinks are used to accom
modate both 6'r'' Pirkl and his 5'4 .. wife. 

Rather than becoming a ]imitation, then, well-designed 
homes for seniors could actually help push the boundaries 
of current building styles and force architects and 
designers to think outside traditional modernist norms. 
As Dutch architect Paul de Ruiter points out, "Elderly 
people and modern architecture fit together very well. 
Boomers have the interest, ambition, intellect, and money 
to move architecture forward and to incorporate ... 
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Mom Posing for Me, 1984 
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the needs of the elderly in such a way that it is an invisible, 
integrated part." 

Long, lean, and placidly aware of its own beauty, the 
house that de Ruiter built for Henk Deys and Jeanne Deys
Trijssenaar near the Rhine River in the Netherlands 

stands as testament to this statement. It incorporates wide 
doors and corridors in case wheelchair use becomes nec
essary in the future. For ease of use, everything is remote

controlled, from the curtains and lamps to sliding doors 
and sunscreens. In addition, the homeowners' love of 
swimming has been accommodated with an indoor pool 
whose depth is shallow enough for wheelchair access. 
Even the seamless polyurethane floors function beyond 
aesthetics, providing grip for crutches and an easy-to
clean surface. 

Another good example of innovative senior design is 
a home in Minneapolis for a retired dancer and a media 

owner. Instead of the usual stereotype of a low-slung 
ranch with grab bars throughout, architects Meyer, 

Scherer & Rockcastle remodeled a downtown loft to fit 
the couple's aging needs. Open shelving both looks good 
and allows quick access to contents. Bathroom faucets 
have adjustable spouts, and medicine cabinets are shallow 
so that medications can be easily viewed. There's even 

a guest bedroom intended one day to be transformed into 
a room for a health-care assistant, should the need arise. 

What does all of this prove? That there are possibilities 

for well-designed homes that incorporate the needs of a 
changing, aging population while challenging architects 
and designers to learn new methods and styles of creating 

appealing spaces. "It's not about categorizing limitations, 
but exploring ways that design can either exacerbate or 
minimize a sense of aging," states Fletcher. 

Ultimately, however, there will be little supply of such 

alternatives unless there is stated demand. As Pirkl says, 
"The more people ask for such services and designs, the 

more attention will be paid. It has to happen from the 
bottom up, not from the top down." • 
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j Landscape Architecture 101 

Great Figures 
in the Modernist Landscaoe 

Any arbitrary history begins and ends somewhere, and our greatest hits 
oflandscape architecture embarks in New York and comes full circle. 

It's fitting that we commence with Frederick Law Olmsted, who traded 
the pleasant but rather anemic term "landscape gardener" for one with 
more structural guts: "landscape architect." And we find it appropriate 
to bookend with Peter Walker, whose plan for the World Trade Center 
memorial has yet to be built. In between are legions of people who 
pushed, pared down, and reimagined the definition of the garden. 
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I Landscape Architecture 101 

Freeway Park, 1976, 
Seattle, WA, Lawrence Halprin 
Of recent efforts to declaw 
the park (shown flourish ing in 
1993, below right) by ripping 
out a third of the waterfalls, 
Birnbaum says, "It's li ke 
removing two of the Burghers 
of Calais! This was the first 

park bu ilt over a freeway in 
America. It's magical and 
confrontational. Today you have 
to squint to get t he impact; 
they've added garish plantings, 
removed benches to deter the 
homeless, and have plans for 
a sculpture garden, when the 
whole place is a scu lpture." 

We asked Charles Birnbaum to point us to five unique landscapes that we can still take a peek at. He 
explains: "I've chosen places that are either at risk or lesser known. They don't resemble anything 
you've ever seen, and on ce viewed they're unlikely to be forgotten." 

Charles Birnbaum 
OCCUPATION, 

Landscape Architect I Preservationist 
LOCATION' 

Washington, DC 
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The Ungreening of America 

To spend five minutes chatting with Cha rles Birnbaum is to hear 
about dozens of tantalizing gardens- historic parks, regional estates, 
public plazas, private modernist gems-that, like Shangri-La, you'll 
never lay eyes on. Landscape architect and founder of the Cultural 
Landscape Foundation-a repository of everything from oral histories 
to panoramic comparisons of places like Dan Kiley's Miller Residence 
and Thomas Church's Donnell Gardens- Birnbaum is a walking ency
clopedia of landscapes both extant and extinct. Describing a full-on 
assault on open space, the passionate pres.ervationist explains how .. 
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I Landscape Architecture 101 

Mellon Square, 1955, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Simonds & 
Simonds 
"This is the oldest surviving 
park over a parking garage, and 
the daring geometries- tricolor 
crushed-stone paving pat
terns, irregular planting beds, 
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cascading steps-were also 
designed to be viewed from 
the h igh-rises. It's a futurist 
plaza, celebratory of the great 
European plazas. without being 
derivative. The fountains' white 
noise softens the hum of the 
traffic, for a reposeful experi
ence in the middle of the city." 

C. pyrg 
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I Landscape Architecture 101 

fJ Art Inst itute of Chicago 
garden, 1962, Chicago, IL, 
Dan Kiley "Built over a garage, 
it's quintessential Kiley and 
another great response to the 
automobile culture. There's a 
central fountain, raised plant
ers on the grid, and limited 
plant materials- primarily 
locust t rees and a bosque of 

hawthorns; Dan was al l about 
the architecture of the trees." 
0 James Rose House, 1954, 
Ridgewood, NJ One of the 
"Harvard three"-along with 
Garret Eckbo and Dan Ki ley
who rebel led against the 
stuffy Beaux Arts curriculum, 
Rose made his house and 
gardens a li fetime project. 

unique places once created for contemplation are being paved over or 
redesigned into "a pupu platter for the ADD generation-with dog 
walks, spray fountains, cafes, skateboard ramps," and other distractions. 

Of the more than 80,000 propert ies on the National Register of 
Historic Places, fewer than r,900 are directly related to landscape archi
tecture. And while a thousand of the buildings are less than 50 years old, 
maybe a handful of modern landscapes are similarly protected. Hence, at 
Kiley's NationsBank Park Plaza in Tampa, Florida, for example, the dry, 
crumbling fountains remain as a kind of memento mori. "It's ironic
the classic modern design blurred the boundaries between indoors 
and out, yet we'll trash the landscape that was conceived as part of the 
whole," muses Birnbaum, explaining that when a building makes it onto 
the registry, its surroundings usually don't. It's not that Neutra houses 
don't get bulldozed. But with landscapes, the process is even more insidi-
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"Here's this shaggy, eccentric 
little property smack in sub
urbia, with pavilions and roof 
decks and courtyards flowing 
into each other and incorporat
ing found objects." 
B Museum of Anthropology 
grounds, 1976, Vancouver, BC, 
Cornelia Hahn Oberlander 
"There is a real conversation 

between Arthur Erickson's 
building, with its soaring glass 
walls and sharp angles that 
carry you physically outside, 
and the grounds, designed by 
Oberlander. Both picturesque 
and modern, w ith t hese indig
enous plants and full-sca le 
totem poles that ground the 
building- it's visionary." 

ous, as years of overgrowth, lack of maintenance, and added features 
slowly but irrevocably transform the origin al. 

Yet Birnbaum is no knee-jerk preservationist. "It's not about main
taining landscapes under glass- places do and must evolve-but about 
intelligent rehabilitation that looks through the lens of the original 
designer. With a house, it's understood you should know the his-
tory before you start overlaying features." Nor is every project worth 
preserving. "!Lawrence] Halprin's Nicollet Mall was totally unsuited to 
the Minnesota climate. But look at Fulton Mall in Fresno [California]," 
he says excitedly, referring to one of the first outdoor pedestrian malls 
in the United States, the r964 collaboration between Garrett Eckbo 
and Victor Gruen that's in need of restorat ion. "Or Sasaki and Dawson's 
Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park in Boston- one of the very first 
revitalized waterfront parks in America. And it's gone!" ., 
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[Landscape Architecture 101 

An amorphous profession, landscape architecture embraces everything from civic plazas, highways, 
and landfill reclamations to the front lawn. Here we profile two practitioners, Walter Hood and Shane 
Coen, who shape the space in which we play in very different ways. Based in Oakland, California, 
Hood is at home in the public realm, while in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Coen is one of a growing 

number of landscape architects who are involved with what surrounds a house before it's even built. 

Walter Hood 
OCCUPATION: 

Landscape Architect 
LOCATION: 

Oakland, CA 
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The People's Parks 
"The public realm is the last true democratic space," says self
described urbanist and UC Berkeley professor Walter Hood, "and my 
approach is essentially the same, whether it's a park for homeless 
people or the de Young Museum." 

While Hood is justifiably pleased with the five acres that surround, 
and in places brilliantly invade, Herzog & de Meuron's copper-clad de 
Young in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park, he is most passionate about 
transformations he has wrought in neglected nooks and crannies of the 
urban landscape. Hood attended North Carolina A&T State University ,. 
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Walter Hood is perfectly 
comfortable carving out serene 
spaces amid often chaotic 
urban Oakland, California. 

Despite the speeding cars 
overhead, Splash Pad Park 
(below) is now home to a 
thriving farmer's market. 

Along Macon, Georgia's Poplar 
Street (below r ight), Hood 
reconfigured the surround-
ing squares to accommodate 

barbecuers or friends simply 
stopping to shoot the breeze. 
"I had the notion to create a 
series of yards," Hood says. 

before doing graduate work at UC Berkeley and winning the Rome Prize. 
He spent five years working for Garrett Eckbo and shares his former 
employer's social consciousness and dedication to public works. More 
civic plazas than traditional parks, Hood's projects are hybrids, neither 
artificially picturesque nor overly programmed: "They have a lot of uses 
but not a lot oflittle landforms." Guided by the twin muses of Le Notre 
and Miles Davis-the one for the pure beauty of his geometries, the 
other for his transcendent improvisations- the 47-year-old Hood has 
loosened up over the years. "When I started out, I wanted everything 
tidy, but I've learned to appreciate a bit of mess. Now I l ike for places 
to be a little lived in, to have spontaneity. Geometries allow for that 
wi thout the chaos." 

Definitely lived-in, yet surprisingly well-kempt, is Lafayette Square 
Park, more commonly known as Old Man's Park, in downtown Oakland, 
where groups of people chat, smoke, and sleep in the sun on a barely 
crisp autumn morning as dominoes click in the background. Hood 
infused what had been a dismal square of flat grass with topography 
and life- not so much a park as a series of gently overlapping outdoor 
rooms: a round hillock with a view, some checkers tables, a blooming 
slice of perennials, a historic old oak framed with trellises, barbecues 
on the grass, and a sheltered performance area that also offers protec
tion from the rain. "I wanted an environment that wouldn't be bleak," 
explains Hood, who designed everything, down to the garbage cans and 
tree surrounds. "just because many of the people are homeless, it doesn't 
have to feel like an encampment. This is why I do public spaces. Who 
else is thinking about those guys in this way? And they take good care 
of it!" Similarly, a short drive away, a double allee of purple plum trees 
Hood had planted down a street leading to a once-derelict creek had the 
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effect of dispersing the drug dealers. "If you do it big, it can last and have 
amazing impact," says the designer, who stops to chat with a neighbor 
who remembers him from years back. "This is also a hybrid space: It's 
a wilderness, a street, or a park, depending on whether you're strolling 
under the trees, looking out your window, or hanging down at the creek." 

More recently, Splash Pad Park, scene of a thriving farmer's market, 
was carved from the site of a former traffic island beside a freeway in 
Oakland, which Hood at first planned to screen. "Then I realized, it's 
not going away-I need to pull it into the design." As is his style, Hood 
embedded a little history in the place, like a serpentine wall that used 
to define a fountain and part of the old curb that once edged the street. 
Paths traverse the plaza, subtly guiding pedestrians from the parking lot 
beneath the overpass to the street. Big planting zones of dogwood refer 
to the area's previous incarnation as a wetland, and ferns pop up ran
domly through the decomposed granite, "like a little bit of improv." It's 
a jazzy little enclave, a graceful balance of plant material and concrete, 
what Hood calls "the dance between the paving and the green." 

Hood took the same concern for the locals to Macon, Georgia, when 
commissioned to revamp Poplar Street, an especially wide thorough
fare of mostly marginal businesses. "It's like the backyard of the city, 
where the brothers live and hang out. So I had a notion to create a series 
of yards." The 180-foot-wide plazas are edged with diagonal parking 
spaces-making it easy for folks to meet up-and contain historic 
references, such as trellises created from old Quonset huts in the area. 
In one square, an obelisk commemorating the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy sits amid raised white cubes, picnic tables designed as 
abstractions of big bales of cotton. Like most of Hood's designs, they're 
subtle, but unmistakable.~ 
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I landscape Architecture 101 

Working with architect Vincent 
James in the late 1990s, Coen 
and Partners were charged 
with integrating the 8 ,000-
square-foot Type Variant House 
outside of Minneapolis into the 
ever-changing, lush wooded 
surroundings. 

Shane Coen 

OCCUPATION: 

Landscape Architect 
LOCATION: 

Minneapolis, MN 
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Yard Works 
"Mother Nature is too powerful to try and mimic," says Shane Coen, 
whose firm is known for its minimalist approach to the residential 
landscape. "And what's known as 'garden design' rarely responds to the 
architecture. Instead, you get two powerfu l forces working against each 
other-like decorative, wavy gardens that trivialize the architecture 
rather than support it. Once you put a man-made object onto the site, 
you need to extend those geometries in to the landscape." " 
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The Streeter Residence (below) 
accentuates the division 
between the man-made and 
the natural by allowing the 
home's crisp lines to shine. 

It's not that Coen, who has degrees in horticulture and landscape 
architecture, dislikes plants (although he jokes that "if a client wants 
five specimens, they'd better have five acres!"). If a person has a yen for, 
say, flowers. his response. rather than getting a cottage-garden mix of 
candy-counter colors, is going to be monocultural and architectural. 
He once planted ro,ooo crocuses in a client's lawn, which flares· purple 
in spring before being mowed over. On another property, a 200-foot 
stripe erupts into orange flower every July. "We choose things with beau
tiful foliage, so there's this luscious green texture the rest of the year." 

While Coen undertakes public commissions, he loves the scale and 
intimacy of private work-"collaborating with a client instead of a com
mittee." And it helps that the public's perception about the landscape 
architect's role has evolved. "We use to be shocked how late we were 
brought in, as if we were there to plant the shrubs." These days, Coen 
is just as likely to be hired first, to assess the land and site the house for 
maximum visual impact. His longtime collaborator, architect David 
Salmela, takes the unusual step of building landscape architecture 
services into his contracts. "That way," says Coen, "instead of someone 
coming along and throwing a bunch of plants at a project, you get 
real refinement." 

"Our project designer, Travis Van Liere, made some 20 trips to the 
site to ensure that the house and land were one elevation," says Coen, 
describing the Lake Minnetonka, Minnesota, dwelling of Kevin Streeter. 
which seems to grow right out of the surrounding plinth. Sitting on 
a slice of land between two wetlands, the building had to be long and 
thin to pull in views from both sides. Since Coen prefers to mess with 
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the landscape as little as possible, only one tree was removed, while a 
procession of 20 mature white pines was added, each lending a beauti
ful irregularity. "These are great surroundings. The lines of the ponds, 

· the rolling hills, maple trees. It's more powerful to leave them alone and 
have really crisp edges by the house," which he achieved with a no-mow 
fescue meadow that grows right up to the plinth. "We can't tell anymore 
where the architecture ends and the landscape begins," says Salmela. 
"And from inside, you feel as if you're right outdoors." 

Not a tree was disturbed at the Matthew Cabin on Gull Lake, in 
Minnesota, which sits on a small, skinny lot in an area dense with 
traditional woodsy houses and McCabins. Sited perpendicular to the 
lake, with glazing on three sides, the sculptural house is flanked by two 
sheltered courtyards that help buffer the house from its neighbors and 
direct views to the lake. "David never designs houses wider than 24 feet, 
so light can pour in both sides," says Coen. Another Salmela trademark 
is the detached garage, which compels'one to experience the natural 

• world on the trek to and fro. "We enjoyed working out that approach; 
there were so many options," recalls Salmela. "You're guided to the front 
door not by logic, but by Shane's walls and paths. When you reach the 
courtyard, the house relaxes, opens up, and you turn and the door is 
right there. But you can't see it from the road. It confers some privacy 
from within, and the window acts as a kind of watchdog, because you 
know you can be seen walking up." A couple of lush rectilinear fescue 
meadows mixed with masses of wildflowers lend a sense of presence to 
the house, "as if it's always been here," says Salmela. "They soften and 
sort of domesticate its abstract nature." • 



Rarified Woods. Your Aged Oak might be fumed. Your Afrormosia brushed, perhaps, with a natural wash. 
Your Burma Teak may be hand sculpted, custom stained. Wider planks, longer boards. Selected and crafted just for you. 

T MORTON & Co. 
CUSTOM WOOD FLOORING"' 

Yours, alone."' 

Discover uncommon woods at www.tmorton.com or call at 262-551 -5513. 

Dwell Community Events and Promotions 

Thanks! 

We'd like to thank Tile of Spain and the 5,500 read
ers for tackling our onlin e quiz to win a trip for 
two to Valencia, Spain, for CEVISAMA, the leading 
ceramic tile fair. 

Representing the cutting edge of design and tech
nology, Tile of Spain creates stunning, sustainable 
tile for the modem home. The Tile of Spain web
site offers an industry overview, detailed listings, 
and eye-pleasing galleries of Spanish ceramic tiles. 

If you don't make it to Valencia, you can still visit 
the best of Spain online at www.spaintiles.info. 

-~ 
tile of spain· 



paulfran kwagner .com 

French/American artist Paul Frank 
Wagner works with rope. This print 
of a performance piece was done in 
September 2005 in memory of the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Each 
print is individually printed, proofed, 
and signed by the artist. 

Tel. (305) 283-4575 
info@paulfrankwagner.com 

Dwell's Modern Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. Formatted 1/8 
page or 1/4 page, four<olor ads are 
available in the formats shown below. 

Spectra Decor 

LUMINOUS cabinet hardware is 
crisp shapes in pewter paired with 
100% recycled glass. Made to order 
by American artisans. Trade and 
public welcome. 

Toll-free (800) 550-1986 
www.spectradecor.com 

Shown: Mineral Water matte knobs 

USAarchitecture.com 
live. Work.Sleep. Dream. 

USAarchitecture.com connects unique 
home buyers, sellers, real estate 
agents, architects, and designers. 
We showcase the finest American 
architecture so that like-minded 
individuals who share enthusiasm for 
great design can search our national 
database and view available properties, 
architect portfolios, design links, and 
much more. 

Go ahead. dream a little. 

dwell 
Contact: 
East : Lauren Dismuke 
lauren@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (2121 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlasko@nyc.n.com 

Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 

Babygeared 
gear for the modem baby and beyond 

Babygeared features essentials 
for the urbane parent from 
world-renowned designers and 
manufacturers . .. everything from 
modern kids' and parents' furnishings 
to crib linens, chic diaper bags, 
sporty strollers, gifts, and more. 

Toll-free (888) 868-8139 
www.babygeared.com 
customerservice@babygeared.com 

Contemporary Cloth 

Esperanto Textiles are hand 
screened original designs by Tim 
Kurtz. A dynamic look for your home 
or office environments. 

We are your website for 
contemporary, retro modern, and 
handmade textiles. 

Come feel the energy! 

Toll-free (866) 415-3372 
www.contemporarycloth.com 
www.modernwallart.biz 

Weego Home 
stylish modern living 

spring fever 
fresh and fabulous furniture and 

home accessories 
to awaken your interiors 

visit our online catalog 
or call us for your printed copy 

Toll-free (800) 659-3346 
www.weegohome.com 

Modern Outdoor 

Offering three complete lines of 
high-style, clean- lined outdoor 
furniture---<:hairs, tables, benches, 
carts, lounges, planters, and bar
height product. Visit us online. 

Please contact us if you are 
interested in becoming a retailer of 
Modern Outdoor. 

Tel. (8181 785-0171 
Fax (818) 785-0168 
www.modernoutdoor.com 



2Modern.com 

2Modern is the premier online 
destination for modern furniture, 
lighting, textiles, accessories. and art. 

Exclusive 5% promotion code on all 
2Modern items for Dwell subscribers: 
April Dwell 

Toll-free (888) 240-5333 
www.2modern.com 

Palette Contemporary 
Art & Craft 

Our colorful and sleek internattonal 
collection features fine art glass, 
original paintings, limited-edition 
prints, handmade marbles, jewelry, 
and ceramics by both emerging and 
renowned artists. 

Shown: Laura de Santillana's Bambu 
vases. Available in 29 colors! 

Tel. (505) 855-7777 
www.palettecontemporary.com 

FabulousStationery 

Designed exclusively for you, our 
personalized note cards are truly 
unique. Choose from over 200 
contemporary designs. Every set 
comes with our signature envelopes, 
offering a return address option at no 
charge. Save $5 by entering dwell in 
the coupon code. 

www .fabu lousstationery .com 

Hi, we're Pee & Poo . 

" We've just escaped from the 
bathroom and are entering a world full 
of adventure. May we stay with you for 
a while?" 

Bring the adorable Pee and Poo 
plushtoys home. For kids and adults 
altke. 

Scandinavian Details 
364 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Toll-free (800) 928-4010 
www.minimal.com 

Xander Blue 
Multiplication Tables 

Xander Blue furniture fuses the 
mythical glow of old-world stained 
glass and the sleek style of high· 
tech construction. From the 
intriguing Multiplication Tables 
to the seductive Ruby Bed, each 
piece 1s an undeniable statement of 
elegance. For more information call 
or v1s1t us online. 

Tel. 1315) 685·1092 
Fax (315) 685-0267 
www.xanderblue.com 

RAIS Mino 

Small and sophisticated, the RAIS 
Mino is ideal for small spaces such 
as a bedroom, kitchen, or home 
office. The stove is small but packs 
quite a punch with the latest m 
combustion technology and offers 
excellent heat. 

www.rais.com 

Relish 
because design matters 

We're excited to bring you a 
personalized wedding/gift registry for 
design-conscious home accessories. 
Registering with Relish gives you 
access to our meticulously edited and 
evolving collection of limited, timeless 
pieces that you will keep forever. 

Tel. (888) DO U RELISH 
www.relishstyle.com 

Shown: A small sampling of our new 

Marimekko line 

RAIS. 
AlT :: OFfltf 



The Modern Minimalist 

Response to TM M's debut has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Several new 
designs are now avai lable. 

TMM seeks purity in expression 
of aesthetics and functionality 
in design through the concept of 
simpl icity. This approach reduces 
design to the essential components 
of space, light, mass, volume, and 

form. 

www.tmmplans.com 
www.themodernminimalist.com 

RETRO@HOME 

Comfort, posture, style. Paying 
homage to Florence Knoll and Jens 
Risom, the Dexter furniture collection 
conveys elegance and sophistication. 
The Dexter furniture collection 
is available exclusively through 
RETRO@HOME. We specialize 
in vintage and new mid-century
modern home furnishings. Courtesy 
to the trade. 

3811 San Pablo Avenue 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Tel. (510) 658-6600 
www.retroathome.com 

Live with a fatboy! 

The original fatboy, a new European 
alternative to the beanbag of the 
past. Different sizes to suit you or 
your dog. Easy-to-clean material in 
15 colors. 

fatboy USA 
P.O. Box 9B7 
High Point, NC 27261 
Tel. (919) 942-1608 

www.fatboyusa.com 
info@fatboyusa.com 

Damian Velasquez 
Modern Handcrafted Furniture 

Damian builds award-winning 
modern furniture for every room 
of the home and office. Elegant, 
modern forms are all crafted by hand 
in brushed steel and dyed wood. 
Shipping across the U.S. Custom 
sizes possible, please inquire. 

Toll-free (888) 326-4268 
www.modernhandcrafted.com 

Shown: "Don't Fall Down" Dresser 
(Red). Other colors available. 

FLUX 
Modular Tealights 

Purity of design, uncompromised 
quality .. . FLUX from designer 
Michael Galinac is a fusion of 
luxurious finishes and interlocking 
organic forms created from the finest 
grade aluminum, manufactured with 
exacting precision. Create your own 
designs from f ive unique modular 
tealight holders. 

Tel. (404) 395-9022 
www.michaelgalinac.com 

Las Venus 

Las Venus specializes in original 
1950s thru 1970s furniture. Three 
locations in New York City provide 
a very large and special collection 
of f urniture, lighting, accessories, 
arid more. 

163 Ludlow Street 
New York, NY 10002 
Tel. (212) 982-0608 
las Venus @ ABC Carpet & Home 
888 Broadway, NYC 
www.lasvenus.com 

ILEX Architectural Lighting 

ILEX Architectural lighting designs 
and manufactures a distinctive 
line of pendants, sconces, flush 
mounts, and portables. ILEX also 
specializes in custom design and 
manufacturing for architects and 
design professionals. The Ettore is 
a substantial translucent spun glass 
double pendant with an inner glass 
cylinder in limon or cased cobalt 
that beautifully illuminates its 
compan ion. About 14 inches wide 
and 12 inches high. 

ILEX Architectural Lighting 
82 Stevens Street 
East Taunton. MA 02718 
Toll-free (800) 977-4470 
Fax (508) 824-8722 
www.ilexlight.com 

C.opyr 
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Unicahome 
From the classic . . . to the fantastic! 

The Unicahome fam ily features the 
largest selection of modern design. 
furnishings, lighting, and accessories 
on the planet, all at your fingertips. 

Sl!own: Saguaro and Spear Cacti by 
Eric Carroll 

7540 Dean Martin Drive, Ste. 501 
Las Vegas, NV 89139 
Toll-free (888) 89-UNICA 
www.unicahome.com 
www.unicalighting.com 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke 
lauren@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (212) 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlasko@nyc.rr.com 
Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 

Seascape 

Bringing functionality to artful 
lighting is what we pride ourselves 
on. With in-house manufacturing, 
we are capable of customizing 
our lighting products to meet your 
specific project needs. 

Seascape Lamps Inc. 
P.O. Box 810 
Freedom, CA 95019 
Tel. (831) 728-5699 
Fax (831) 728-0658 
www.seascapelamps.com 

Crypton's Got 
You Covered! 
Crypton Fabric's full line of mess
free, stress-free products resist 
whatever life (or the elements) throw 
at them. Stain, moisture, bacteria, 
and odor resistant, Crypton promises 
protection. Check out our full line of 
products at 

Tel. (800) CRYPTON 
www.cryptonfabric.com 

Do you speak Eleek? 

Original and custom lighting (energy
efficient and/or recycled materials, 
commercial and residential, gigantic 
and small). recycled cast metal 
sinks, 100% recycled cast metal 
countertops and t iles, hardware, 
and other architectural accents 
sustainably produced in Portland, 
Oregon. Design and manufacturing 
services available. 

Tel. (503) 232-5526 
www.eleekinc.com 
infoOeleeki nc .com 

Mod Livin' 
Modern Furniture 

Fill your home or office with design
sawy modern lighting for a touch of 
warmth and beauty. Verner Panton's 
VP Globe presents a simple iconic 
design for your modern space. 
Surround yourself with classic 
lighting from Mod Livin'. 

Mod Llvin' 
5327 E. Colfax Avenue 
Denver, CO 80220 
Toll-free (888) 833-2884 
www.modlivin.com 

Career Discovery 
Program 
June 19- July 28, 2006 

For people considering career 
changes or choices. 

Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design 
48 Quincy Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
Tel. (617) 495-5453 
www.gsd.harvard.edu/cardisc/d.html 
discovery@gsd.harvard.edu 

The Modern-Day 
Transistor Radio/ 
Alarm Clock 
BeoS<.>und 3 is a truly portable, 
battery-operated, modern-day 
transistor radio and alarm clock. 
With its new SD memory card 
function, one can enjoy listening to 
favorite digital music files by simply 
inserting the SD card directly into 
BeoSound 3. For more information. 
please call or visit us on line. 

Toll-free (800) 531·9873 
www.bang-olufsen.com 



md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are thermally 
printed on cotton canvas. They arrive 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
Sized 3-5 feet high and priced 
$145-$345. Complete your space 
with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free (888) 345-0870 
www.md·canvas.com 

Wallter® 
wall applications 
Customize your walls. 
No professional installation needed. 
Wallter is primed and can be easily 
painted the color of your choice. All 
designs come with a peel-away sticky 
back that can be mounted to almost 
any interior wall or door. Great for 
residential or commercial use. Check 
out our website for a variety of 
patterns and a retailer near you. 

Tel. (510) 232-5018 
www.wallter.com 

Dream Floor = 
Green Floor 
Good for your environment. 
Good for the environment. 

Bamboo, cork, hardwoods, and 
natural linoleum in styles to suit 
every aesthetic. Floating floors (ideal 
for condos and over radiant heat) 
and traditional formats. Berkeley
based, we deliver nationwide. 

Tel. (510) 550-4449 
Toll-free (877) 639-1345 
www. flooringa lternatives .com 

let an -de occupy an important apace In your modern life 

Mid-Century Modern 

The best in current production 
modernist classics from Knoll, 
Vitra, Cherner Chair, Modernica, 
Architectural Pottery, and Malm 
Fireplace. 

Enjoy our newly renovated website, 
and as always ... free shipping! 

www.mid-century-modern.com 

I 
I~ 
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Green Street Details 

Creating contemporary, American-made 
cabinet hardware from solid stainless, 
copper, brass, aluminum, and plastics. 
The T-Bar (shown) is available in 
diameters up to 1 ', and in any length 
specified up to 140'. Finishes include 
a number of satin and polished metals 
as well as oil-rubbed bronze, antique 
brass, white, and black. 

8900 NE Vancouver Way 
Portland, OR 97211 
Toll-free (800) 275-7855 
www.greenstreetdetails.com 
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Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a 
Big Chill refrigerator. This may 
look like your mother's icebox, 
but the Big Chill includes all of 
today's functionality, eff iciency, 
arnd dependabi lity. The only thing 
we left off was the chisel; no 
defrosting required! 

Toll-free (877) 842-3269 
www.bigchillfridge.com 
info@bigchillfridge.com 

Art: From Your DNA 

DNA II creates abstract art from 
your DNA. Each custom art piece is 
as original as you are and is created 
on the highest-quality canvas. 
Avai lable in multiple color schemes 
and sizes. The ultimate conversation 
piece for your modern home or 
office. 

Toll-free (866) 619-9574 
www.dnall.com 



ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design with Infinite Adjustability 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom designed wall unit or shelving 
system. ISS Designs combines a clean 
modern lock with strength and ease of 
installation. Wall mounted and pole 
mounted options. Anodized aluminum 
hardware with custom shelves and 
cabinets for design oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free (877) 477-5487 
www.issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.oom 

Popcows"' Rug 

The classic cowhide rug goes pop! 
The finest Argentinian hides, both 
natural and dyed in over a dozen 
vibrant colors. These rugs are sure to 
bring any room to hfe. Custom sizes 
available. For details v1s1t us onhne. 

Shown: Park Rug Brownie 

Toll-free (866) 788-4289 
www.popcows.com 

Zue 
Framed Modern Art Prints 

Unique modern and abstract prints, 
pre-framed and ready to hang. 

Shown: Kadan Ill 

Toll-free (877) 983-6948 
www.zue-ny.com 
info@zue-ny.com 

Adair Glass Design 
Elegant. Timeless. Unique. 

Beautiful room dividers 
handcrafted with high-quality 
stained glass and lead-free metals. 
Provide privacy without blocking 
natural light and add a touch of 
elegance to your decor. Choose 
from 6 designs. 3 wood finishes. 
3 or 4 panel models. 72'H, 54'/ 
72'W. Visit our on line store! 

Tel. (480) 993·2213 
www.adairglass.com 

Campbell l aird Studio 
Real Art not Wall Art 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award-winning artist Campbell Laird 
for their modern home episode. Dwell 
magazine chose Campbell for their 
first Dwell Home. Join collectors from 
Trump Tower in NYC to modernist 
homes of the Hollywood Hills. 
Archival, hm1ted·ed1t1on artworks. 
Shown: Flit # 1 

Tel. (310) 915·5319 
www.campbelllairdstudio.com 
infoOcampbelllairdstudio.com 

The AS4 Modular 
Shelving System 
The AS4 is an elegant solution 
for home offices. commercial 
workstations, audio-visual centers, 
retail displays, and of course, 
shelving. 

Please contact us to find out what 
the AS4 can do for you. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. (718) 596-5045 
www.atlaseast.com 

GALA RT 

Authentic Shoji from 
Berkeley Mills 
Working with Japanese craftsmen in 
Ishikawa, where artists made shoji 
for the shogun, Berkeley Mills offers 
custom-made shoji and fusuma. 
We design beautiful doers, window 
covers, or room dividers using 
translucent shoji paper or opaque, 
sturdy fusuma paper. 

Toll-free (877) 426-4557 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Gala rt 
International Trade 

Elegant design. 
Impeccable quality. 
Accents and rugs in a range of woods 
and hides. 
Timeless appeal for any setting. 

Tel. (212) 213·328B 
www.galartintl.com 
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Goshopmall.com 
A Slice in Design 

+ 

This is a table that would look out of 
place in a pool hall. Steel rails, slate 
top, leather pockets, powder-coated 
steel legs and frame. Options: 
stainless steel, custom fabrics, 108° 
x 60' dining top. The choice table 
for the Four Seasons and Catherine 
Bell. 

Toll-free (877) 766-7253 
www.GoShopMall.com 

Fabulux 

The Tavalux has a machined 
aluminum base with four rubber 
feet and a perforated aluminum 
shade backed by white opal 
acrylic. The slim shaft and finial 
are si Iver powder coat. The lamp 
has a f ull-range dimmer on its 
cord. 150 watts max. 

Tel. (718) 625-7661 
fax (718) 624-2006 
www.fabuluxinc.com 
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East: Lauren Dismuke 
lauren@dwellmag.com 
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Art That Moves 

Extraordinary artwork on DVD that 
transforms your TV inlo a picture 
frame. Motion pictures created by 
an award-winning cinematographer 
of acclaimed l ilms, MTV videos, and 
national ads. A tru ly modern way to 
collect and show art. To request a 
FREE DVD visit 

www.grasscollective.com 

lighting by Gregory 

Lightolier's Director brings new 
flexibility to track lighting. It is a 
remote-controlled spotlight that 
can be mounted anywhere along 
the track and remotely aimed and 
dimmed by a hand-held controller. 

Tel. (212) 226-1276 
Toll-free (888) 811-fANS 
fax (212) 226-2705 
www.lightingbygregory.com Director 

Schoolhouse Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and 
commercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production and 
unavailable for over 5D years. Retail 
showrooms in New York City and 
Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free (800) 630-7113 
www.schoolhouseelectric.com 

Small Prefab-Modern Structures 

Designers David Ballinger and Ryan Smith have teamed up to bring affordable 
prefab structures to the market. Small multipurpose rooms for art, music, 
work, pool, storage, and fun. All parts are panelized and are designed for 
easy assembly. Weather-tight and good in both hot and cold climates, there 
is almost an unlimited amount of possibili ties. It's time to add the space you 
really want and make the backyard your most important room in the house. 

MetroShed 
Tel. (818) 357-4000 
www.metroshed.com 

Modern-Shed 
Tel. (206) 524-1188 

www.modern-shed.com 



Wrapables.com 

It's time for some spring cleaning! 
Find unique home decor ideas for 
every room in your home. from 
kitchen to bedroom to bathroom. 
We carry designer products from 
Jonathan Adler, notNeutral, dwell, 
evaSolo, Bodum. and more. Unwrap 
your ideas with us by logging on 
now! Don't forget to sign up for our 
weekly newsletter to receive the 
latest trends. 

Lumens Light & Living 
Better lighting. Better living. 

Lumens offers the very best of 
modern lighting, fans, and home 
accessories. Fine lighting from 
Artemide, FLOS, Tech, LBL, Vibia, 
and many more. Same.day shipping 
for fans from The Modern Fan 
Company. Browse our artisan and 
design studio collection. 

Friendly, expert service. Guaranteed 
pricing and free shipping, of course. 

www.lumens.com/dwell 

Toll-free (877) 411-9600 
www.wrapables.com/dwell 

Your Design + 
Our Glass Studio 
Designers, cataloguers, and 
retailers ... we are your source for 
art glass! IGA specializes in custom 
mouth-blown art glass and fusing/ 
slumping in our state-of-the-art studios 
in Mexico City. We work with top 
international brands. bringing quality 
and economy in the production of 
European-inspired art glass. 

Toll-free (888) 808.2806 
www.lntemationalGlassArt.com 

Current Carpets 
Fine Hand-Tutted Custom 
Contemporary Carpets 

Unique designs and architectural 
shapes. 100 colors. Any size or 
shape. Fernmark Wools of New 
Zealand. Tufted in the United 
States. Six-week delivery. Custom 
deS1gn. ADEX Awards for Design 
Excellence. ASID Industry Partner. 

Hansine Pedersen Goran 
Toll-free (800) 485-8980 
www.currentcarpets.com 

Stoneline Designs 

Glass or stone top tables and 
casegoods for residential or executive 
off ice applications. The 42'D x 29'H 
Vector shown has a bright aluminum 
pedestal, black terrazzo base, and 
a "patterned scratched" glass top. 
Our 8 table lines include credenzas, 
desks, and dining/conference tables 
to 30' with multiple pedestals and 
sectional tops. 

Tel. (919) 968-6905 
www.stonelinedesigns.com 

SHADESCAPES; 

Environmental 
Construction Office {eco) 
Serving the Built Environment 

Construction. Management. Development. 
We are residential and hght commercial 
general contractors. Call to find out about 
our global ecological building solutions. 

(ecol modern 

There are umbrellas . 
and there are 
ShadeMakers 
Only ShadeMakers marry contemporary 
design, yacht-grade materials, and 
ove1 200 designer colors. Developed 
by New Zealand sailing captain 
Russell Bond, they're a marvel of 
durability and precision engineering. 
ShadeScapes USA is the exclusive 
U.S., Canadian, and Caribbean 
importer of the ShadeMakers brand. 

Toll-free (866) 997-4233 
www.shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

Tel. (510) 868·0584 
www.environmentalconstructionoffice.com 
infoOenvironmentalconstructionoffice.com 
Berkeley. Aspen. Costa Rica. 



Flux 

Flux, Inc. residential and commercial 
l ighting. Our collection of modern 
l ighting incorporates c lean design 
and simple fabrication to create 

products that are captivating and 

affordable. We are also available for 
custom design projects. 

Flux, Incorporated 
3828 Fourth Avenue South 

Seattle, WA 98134 
Tel. (206) 282-3023 

Fax (206) 282-3276 
www.fluxinc.org 

Echo by Remcraft® 

Get the qual ity craftsmanship and 
precision engineering of our luxury 

mirrors in a more affordable format. 
Avai lable in wall-mount and vanity
top models, lighted and unlighted .. 

Choose from chrome, bronze, or 
satin nickel fin ish. Features solid 
brass construction and optical 

quality glass, f lips for 5x magnified 
or regular m irror. Fog-free optics 

standard on l ighted models. 

Toll-free (800) 327-6585 
www.echobyremcraft.com 

cardboardchair .com 

Beautiful modern furniture 

constructed of alternating layers 
of corrugated cardboard containg 
at least 30% recycled fiber with 

hardboard end caps. The surface 
has a pleasing suede-like touch. 
Available with water- and stain

resistant f inish. Made in the USA 
using an environmentally friendly 

process. 

Tel. (919) 672-4192 

www.cardboardchair.com 
inlo@cardboardchair.com 

MoMA Design Store 

The graceful Shell Chair has 
gained renewed popularity since 

its reintroduction in 1997. Hans 
Wegner explored the possibi lities 

of laminated plywood to create t his 
sculptural three-legged design in 
1963. The two front legs are created 

from one continuous piece and the 
back leg is a separate element. 

The curved wood seat and sloped 
back are upholstered with suede
like nylon/polyurethane cushions to 

enhance t he comfort. 

Inhabit 

Inhabit has a large selection of 
modern bedding with coord inating 
accessories. Well priced and easy to 
care for. Check back often for new 

designs. Surround Yourself. 

www.inhabilliving.com 

The chair is made in Denmark with 
a lacquered walnut f inish. Visit 

momastore.org to order online, 
request a catalog, or for store 

locations. 

Toll-free (800) 447-6662 

www.momastore.org 

Reprodepot.com 
Fal>ulous Retro Textiles! 

Are you fond of 20th-century textile 

design? We sure are! Since 1999 
Reprodepot.com has been bringing 
the best of affordable retro style 

fabr ics to customers around the 
globe. Please visit our website and 
get inspired ! 

Reprodepot.com 

Tel. (413) 527-4047 
www.reprodepot.com 

azarchitecture.com 
Vis•it the only site dedicated to 
selling Architecturally Unique 

Homes in Arizona. Includes homes 
and new urban projects for sale, plus 

links to the area's best archi tects, 
designers, and galleries. 

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate 

Arc hitecturally Unique Homes 

Tel. (480) 425-9300 
www.azarchitecture.com 



modern seed 
furniture, fashion, design for kids 

The best design store and catalog 
resource to f ind all things modern 
for the mini. Modernseed.com offers 
fun, thoughtful products. and a 
lifestyle rich in design knowledge
t he essentials for modern kids. Log 
on today for a free catalog. 

Toll-free (866) 301-9635 
www. modernsee<l .com 

Photo: Laurie Frankel Photography, 
2005 

Form + Function 

We'll show you the most fun you can 
have with t he lights on. 

Form+ Function = Contemporary 
Lighting. 

Convenient , safe Internet ordering, 
competit ive pricing, tree shipping, 
and easy returns. 

Toll-free (800) 264-0057 
www. form pl usfu nction .com 

Real Time 

The new "Sole" clocks, designed 
by Alessandro Mendini for Alessi, 
feature two transparent shells 
enclosing the dial and hands. 
Six interest ing versions are now 
available, and the concept allows 
as many possible future variations 
of the " Sole" clock as Mendini's 
imagination can handle. 

gadgeteer® 
Toll-free (888) 739-0808 
www.gadgeteerusa.com 

Modern Sofa.com 

A seating collection t hat blends essential 
forms and bold colors with innovative 
and technologically advanced materials. 
Create your own look by choosing from 
one of our many styles and fabrics, and 
our skilled craftsmen will build you 
the sofa of your dreams. Visit us online 
for more information and free fabric 
swatches. 10% Off Coupon Code: Dwell 

1115 E. Dominguez Street 
Carson, CA 90746 
Tel. (310) 763-6577 
Toll-free (800) 566-6578 

Cherner Chair Company 

Chairs, stools, and tables designed 
by Norman Cherner are found in 
design collections and museums 
worldwide. 

Please call our toll-free number for 
product information. 

Toll-free (866) 243-7637 
www.chernerchair.com 
mail@chernerchair.com 

Double Lush 

Add f lare to any room with the 
glossy, curvaceous, and colorful 
J Schatz Double Lush Egg Shade 
Lamp. Available in seven lush colors. 
Elegantly assembled with stainless 
steel cap, base, and shantung fabric 
shade. 21' H x lO' W. 

Toll-free (866) 344-5267 
www.egglamps.com 

Lucio LS 
1er1es 

Case Envy™ 

Paperhaus, a haven for design
minded individuals, introduces a 
new portfolio line by Lost Luggage, 
maker of premium presentation 
tools . Case Envy™ products feature 
exclusive Lost Luggage details at a 
price everyone can afford. Available 
at Paperhaus in Seattle, Vancouver, 
and on line. 

Shown: fee Nine'" Portfolio in Orange 

www .paperhaus.com. 



Acme Made 

Designed protection for modern 
living. Acme Made offers a complete 
line of bags, totes, and accessories 
specifically designed to accommodate 
your computer, your work, and your 
life. Hand-crafted, guaranteed, and 
highly protective. Visit us online for 
our complete collection. 

Toll-free (888) 486-3191 
www.acmemade.com 

Shown: Small Tote business brief 

StudioFe-Modern 
Iron Design 
A house number needn't be simply 
a mundane necessity. It should 
be an integral part of your home's 
appearance. It's a statement- and 
a greeting. StudioFe makes house 
numbers in clean designs that 
accent the style of a home. 

Shown: $150. Custom work 
available. 

www.studiofe.com 

Enzo Bellini 
Design Studio 

Fine art furniture designed and 
handcrafted by Enzo Bellini in 
solid exotic woods. Online portfolio 
available at enzobellini.com. 
Commissions accepted. 

Shown: Mango Chair, solid African 
wenge, suede. 

Enzo Bellini Design Studio 
Tel. (719) 686-9350 
www.enzobellini.com 
enzobellini@bigfoot.com 

Light Up the Outdoors 
Outdoor Gas Firepits 

Light up your nights with Patio 
Embers, the hottest trend in outdoor 
living. The portable f ireplace adds 
a new dimension to patio living and 
creates an ideal setting for spending 
evenings outdoors. 

20 to 40% off retail. 
Entertain day or night. 
Many styles to suit any decor. 

www.patioembers.com 

Pamela Hill Quilts 
For the city, for the country. For the 
wall or the bed. 

Functional art quilts made in 
Calaveras county, California. One 
of a kind and limited edition. 
Designed and pieced by Pamela Hill . 
Longarm quilting by Gail Belmont. 
Commissionable. 

Tel. (209) 286-1217 
www.PamelaHillQuilts.com 

Cheng Design Geocrete 

Designwise
Modernbaths.com 

Elegant, stylish, and functional 
bathroom furnishings in wood, clear 
or colored glass, chromed brass, 
and stainless steel, adding that 
"extra something" to your living 
environment. A wide selection of 
designs, storage units, vanit ies, 
faucets, and accessories are avai lable. 

Toll-free (877) 466-9522 
www.designwise-modernbaths.com 
modernbaths@adelphia.net 

Give form to your ideas-Design with Geocrete 

After 20 years of exclusively making 
concrete countertops for his own 
clients, award-winning designer 
Fu-Tung Cheng (author of bestseller 
Concrete Countertops and newly 
released Concrete at Home) has 
made his Geocrete countertop 
fabrication shop available to produce 
your countertop designs. Combine 
your creativity with our expertise and 
craftsmanship. Create a countertop 
to your exact specifications complete 
with unique accessories and features 

riot available anywhere else. As 
the industry leader, we work with 
homeowners, architects, designers, 
builders, and remodelers to produce 
the best in concrete countertops. 

Uncompromising quality. 
Unmatched artistry. Legendary 
Geocrete countertops. 

Cheng Design Products 
Tel. (510) 849-3272 x215 
www.chengdesign.com 
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Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 
Artist-designed contemporary 
concrete and wood furniture created 
for indoor and outdoor use. Each 
piece is stylish, combining sleek 
lines and pleasing proportions 
for furniture that is a harmonious 
addition to any setting. Made of sol id 
exotic, domestic, and reclaimed 
hardwoods. 

Tel. (413) 527-4491 
www.douglasthayer.com 
mai l@douglasthayer.com 

Island Treasure 
Range Hoods for the Modern Market 

Blending Italian product design wit h 
cutting edge interior design, Sirius 
Range Hoods offers a collection of 
bold and contemporary hoods with 
superior technology and efficiency 
along with whisper quiet 600cfm 
performance. 

Toll-free (866) 528-4987 
www .si ri ushoods .com 
info@siriushoods.com 

Shown: SIU404 Island Hood 

3-Dimensional 
Modern Art 
Original 3-dimensional modern 
artworks are featured on our website. 
Wide range of colors and sizes to 
complement your home or office to 
reflect your modern lifestyle. Please 
visit our website to see unique 
3-d imensional modern works of art. 

Tel. (770) 797-9055 
www.30ModernArt.com 
information@3dmodernart.com 

The New Moderns 

You've seen our designers a lot 
recently. One was named £/le 
Decor's Rising Star, another was 
profiled in Wallpaper* You just 
haven't seen their work in many 
homes- yet. 
And that's t he point, isn't it? 
Visit our new website. 

Propeller 
555 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Tel. (415) 701-7767 
www.propeller-sf.com 

Stone Forest, Inc. 

Exceptional functional sculpture. 
handcrafted in stone, copper and 
bronze. 
Kitchen, bath, and garden. 

Call for catalog. 

Toll-free (888) 682-2987 
www .stoneforest.com/dwell 

Laura Rittenhouse 
Studio Furniture 

Elegant , architecturally inspired 
furniture made for the contemporary 
lifestyle. Designed and beautifully 
crafted by hand in solid woods. 
Commissions accepted. Online 
portfolio available 

Shown: Credenza and dining 
table each with a built-in vase or 
accessories 

Tel. (805) 264-7945 
www.LRstudiofuniture.com 

Dwell's Modern Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. Formatted 1/8 
page or 1/4 page, four-color ads are 
available in the formats shown below. 

--
1-

-.. -
Shenspace 
Conscious modem art and design. 

Eastern influence and urban energy. 
Original fine art and prints that suit 
a variety of budgets. 

Specializes in Asian-inspired images. 

Contributes to the global 
humanitarian community. 

New York, NY 
Tel. (646) 373-7263 
www.shenspace.com 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke 
lauren@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (212) 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlasko@nyc.rr.com 
Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 



Modernist 
Modular Homes 
Hip, Sleek, Cool 

The modernist dream can be yours. 
Liberating, elegant, efficient, free· 
f lowing space that brings the outside 
in. Inspiring, flexible designs. 
Transform your modernist dreams into 
reality. Addit ional sleek designs. 

2770 Cardillo Avenue 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
Tel. (949) 413-6811 
www.modernistmodularhomes.com 

Nest 
Products for Parents and Their Young: 
Modern, Sustainable, and Fun 

Nest makes children's furnishings t hat 
are modern and responsibly made. 
We offer toy boxes, hampers, seating, 
and other storage solutions made from 
organic cotton and other sustainable 
materials. 

Shown: Organic cotton toycube and 
toybox 

www.nestplease.com 

Bleibtreu 

Vier: laptop bag I diaper bag 
Material: nylon and leather 

In laptop mode: many, many padded 
pockets hold tons of techno gadgets. 

For diaper duty: holds pacifiers, rash 
cream, diapers, and there's even a 
bottle holster. 

Visit our website to see all our multi
functional bags 

www.blibetroy.com 

Nine Iron Studios, Inc. 

Contemporary handblown glass 
created with traditional Italian 
techniques. Functional and 
sculptural pieces emphasizing line, 
color, and form. 

Michael Schunke 
Tel. (610) 869-5926 

www.nineironstudios.com 
michael@nineironstudios.com 

Shown: Inca/mo bottle set 
tallest 24' 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern f urniture and 
decor from new, notable, and 
visionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble Chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Tel. (323) 951-0748 
Toll-free (866) 642-5166 
www.Plushpod.com 

Visit us online or in our store! 

NUSA 

G Squared Art 

Artemis ceil ing fan, a pure 
sculpture with premium air-moving 
performance coupled with a IOOW 
halogen light, provides high comfort 
ar1d low-energy consumption. 
Translucent, maple, pearl white, and 
mahogany finishes. Remote control 
available. Lifetime warranty. Buy 
great fan and lighting designs on 
our website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7am to 5pm PST. 

Toll-free (877) 858-5333 
www.gZart.com 

Nusa Furniture 

Nusa specializes in the use of 
natural materials such as sea 
shells, coconut shells, and volcanic 
terrazzo. Through intricate mosaic 
inlays, Nusa creates one-of-a-kind 
pieces rich in texture and warmth 
whi le retaining a modern feel. This 
combination of design and green 
materials makes each Nusa creation 
as unique as a work of art. 

Tel. (323) 937-7055 
Fax (323) 937-6878 
www.nusafurniture.com 
info@nusafumiture.com 

G,Jpyr t c, rr r I 



Wogg-Pavi I ion 

Wagg-pavilion redefines shelter-as 
endlessly mobile and multitalented. 
It's an office, a loft studio, a gazebo., 
a bedroom under the stars-anything 
you want your wogg-pavilion to be. 
Choose from two sizes and four 
colors. Easy set-up in minutes. 

Toll-free (877) 992-0818 
www.wogg-pavilion.com 
info@wogg-pavilion.com 

TheShadeStore.com 

Custom window treatments of the 
finest quality and style are now 
just a click away! Choose from 
our vast selection of hand-made 
shades, blinds. and draperies. 
Affordable prices, free samples, 
quick t urnaround, exclusive 
fabrics, superb craftsmanship, 
and expert advice. 

Toll-free (800) 754-1455 
www.theshadestore.com 

Modern Masterwork 

We are proud to present a very 
limited edition of exceptional teak 
chairs suitable for the outdoors. 

Crafted for his personal use by 
reclusive Master Designer Tom 
Deacon, a small quantity has been 
authenticated by Tom, and is 
available exclusively from 
www.TheMasterworkStore.com 

Toll-free: (888) 723-8838 

The Perfect Picturewall™ 
A Gallery in a Box™ 

Nothing makes arranging and hanging 
photos easier than the patented 
Perfect Picturewall™ system. 
Professional results without the 
expense. Our k it comes complete 
with IO solid wood frames, Pre-View 
Templates- and hardware. 
No measuring ... and no mistakes' 

www. thepicturewa llcompany .com 

ENRIQUEZ BOCOBO CONSTRUCTS Modern living with functional designs www.enriquezbocobo.com 
1 1 tr I 



Adel ta 
Arti fort 
Broyton 
Edra 

Authentic' 
Period. 

Herman Miller for the Home 
Ka rte/I 
Knoll 
Louis Poulsen 
Richard Schultz 
Vitra 

www.highbrowfurniture.crom 
1.888.329.0219 
Promotion code: dwell 

Contact Our Advertisers 

4Projects 
(B66) 623-92B2 
www.4projectsmiami.com 

Aarnsco Lighting 
(Boo) 221-9092 
www.aamsco.com 

AcuraTSX 
www.acura.com 

Aedis Design 
(24B) 723-4100 
www.aedisdesign.com 

Arnbiente Collection of 
Beverly Hills 
(Boo) 7Br-Bo25 
www.ambientecollection.com 

American Leather 
(Boo) 655-5040 
www.americanleather.com 

Arrnani Casa 
www.giorgioarmani.com 

Aster Cucine 
www.astercucine.it 

au 
(800) 65 5-5040 
www.aufurniture.com 

Audi 
(Boo) FOR-AUDI 
www.audiusa.com 

Banana Republic 
www.bananarepublic.com 

Bang & Olufsen 
(B47) 590-4941 
www.bang-olufsen.com 

Barlow Tyrie 
www.barlowtyrie.com 

BDI 
www.bdiusa.com 

Bee Market 
(415) 292-29ro 
www.bee-market.com 

Berkeley Mills 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Ber Joni 
www.berloni.com 

Big Chill 
www.bigchillfridge.com 

Boffi 
(212) 431-B777 
www.boffi.com 

Boltz Steel Furniture 
(B77) Bo4-7650 
www.boltz.com 

Bon tempi Casa 
www.bontempi.it 

BRI II Exotic 
Hardwood Flooring 
(800) 525-271I 
www.brur.com 

Brindisiarno 
(707) 93B-1834 
www.brindisiamo.com 

C-Living 
www.c-living.com 

Caesa.rstone Quartz Surface 
(B77) 97B-27B9 
www.caesarstoneus.com 

Carnpari 
www.campariusa.com 

Cassin a 
(800) 770-3568 
www.cassinausa.com 

The Chamberlain Group 
(800) 528-5880 
www.chamberlain.com 

Columbia Forest Products 
www.choosecolumbia.com 

Concrete Revolution 
(303) 893-4814 
www.concreterevolution.com 

Crate & Barrel 
(Boo) 996-9960 
www.crateandbarrel.com 

Crypton Super Fabrics 
(800) CRYPTON 
www.cryptonfabric.com 

Cuisinart 
(800) 726-0190 
www.cuisinart.com 

DOC 
(2!2) 685-0800 
www.ddcnyc.com 

De La Espada 
www.delaespada.com 

Della Robbia 
(949) 251-8929 
info@dellarobbia.com 

Desert Star Bugalows 
(800) 399-roo6 
www.palmspringsbungalows.com 

Electrolux Vacuum 
www.electrolux.com 

Emma Gardner Design 
(860) 567-2290 
www.emmagardnerdesign.com 

GMC 
(800) 462-87B2 
www.grnc.com 

Golden Kaan 
www.golden-kaan.com 

HD Buttercup 
(3ro) 558-8900 
www.HDbuttercup.com 

Heath Ceramics 
(415) 332-3732 
www.heathceramics.com 

Henry Hall 
(800) 76n738 
www.henryhalldesigns.com 

Highbrow Furniture 
www.highbrowfumiture.com 

Hillwood Properties 
www.hillwood.com 

Jules Seltzer Associates 
(310) 274-7243 
www.julesseltzer.com 

Kart ell 
(B66) 854-8823 
www.kartellus.com 



Kenneth Cole 
www.kennethcole.com 

Knob Creek 
www.knobcreek.com 

Kontent+Real 
www.krfilms.com 

La·Z·Boy 
www.lazboy.com 

Lexus 
(800) USA-LEXUS 
www.lexus.com 

LG 
www.Jge.com 

LIMN 
www.limn.com 

Lincoln Zephyr 
(800) 521-4140 
www.lincoln.com 

Loewen 
(800) 563-<}367 
W\vw.loewen.com 

Luminaire 
(800) 645-7250 
www.luminaire.com 

Mahar am 

(Boo) 645-3943 
W\vw.maharam.com 

Max Blank 
\VWW.maxblank.com 

Modem Fan 
(888) 588-3267 
www.modemfan.com 

Modemica 
(212) 219-1309 
www.modemica.net 

Monrovia 
(888) PLANT-IT 
www.monrovia.com 

Moroso USA, Inc. 

(800) 705-6863 
www.moroso.it 

Natu.zzi 
(800) 262-9063 
www.natuzzi.com 

Ncoporte 
(877) 711-2100 
www.neoporte.com 

Noritz 
www.noritzamerica.com 

NY Loft 
(212) 206-7400 
W\vw.nyloft.com 

Oceanside Glass and Tile 
www.glasstile.com 

Omnia 

(973) 239-7272 
www.omniaindustries.com 

Paul Frank Industries 

(949) 515-7950 
W\vw.paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
(800) 404-0004 
www.pediniusa.com 

Pedrali 

011-39-030-740-4440 
\17\VW.pedrali.it 

Poliform 
(888) POLIFORM 
www.poliformusa.com 

Restoration Timber 
(888) 563-9663 
www.restorationtimber.com 

R.oche-Bobois 
(800) 972-8375 dept.IOO 
www.roche-bobois.com 

Room 8c Board 
(800) 486-6554 
\17\Vw.roomandboard.com 

Room 8c Company 
(888) 404-ROOM 
www.roomandcompany.com 

Saab 
(800) SAAB-USA 
\17\vw.saab.com 

Samsung 
(800) SAMSUNG 
W\vw.samsung.com 

Scavolini 
on-39-0721-4431 
W\vw.scavolini.com 

Schonbek Worldwide 
Lighting, Inc. 

(866) 836-1892 
WW\v.schonbek.com 

Snaidero USA 
www.snaidero-usa.com 

Sub Zero 
(800) 222-7820 
www.subzero.com 

Sutherland 

(800) 7!7·8325 
www.sutherlandteak.com 

T.Morton 

(262) 551-5513 
www.tmorton.com 

Thomas Baker 
www.thomasba.ker.com 

ToyotaRAV4 
W\vw.toyota.com 

Trex 
(800) BUY-TREX 
www.trex.com 

Vista Window Films 
(800) 345·6088 
www.vista-films.com 

YLighting 
(866) 428-9289 
www.ylighting.com 

When contacting our 

advertise<S, please be sure 
to mention that you 

saw their ads in Dwell. 



Sourcing 

Krown Lab 
1737 NW Skyline Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97229 
Tel: (503) 292-6998 
Fax: (503> 292-6998 
www.krownlab.com 
info@krownlab.com 
IKEA Pax cupboards and shelving 
www.1kea.com 
Ceco steel front door 
www.baxterflam1ng.com 
Brass chandelier 
www.homedepot.com 
Interior doors and industrial rollers 
www.westernpaciflcbuild1ng.com 
www.mcmaster.com 

Mllgard windows 
www.milgard.com 
Verner Panton chairs 
www.dwr.com 
Eileen Gray table 
www.dwr.com 

Architectus 
Patrick Clifford 
1 Centre St. 
P.O. Box 90621 AMSC 
Freemans Bay 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Tel: 011-64-9-307-5970 
www.architectus.com.au 
Bradbury McKegg Landscape 
Architecture 
Matthew Bradbury 
Tel: 011-64-211-865-841 
Richard Stilwell 
Developer 
Tel: 011-64·9·362·0795 
David Fullbrook 
Sustainable-design specialist 
Tel: 0 11-64-9-915-0735 

Jell Weinstein 
jweinsteln@phillynews.com 
Tac 02 Gropius by Rosenthal 
Moon White on White by Rosenthal 
available at F1tzsu 
www.fitzsu.com 
Vera Wang St.Tropez by Wedgwood 
www.wedgwood.com 
Terra stoneware by Crate & Barrel 
www.crateandbarrel.com 
St. Kitts Collection: Nag's Head by 
Kate Spade 
www.katespade.com 
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Black Forest by Bodo Sperlein 
White Textured by Bodo Sperlein 
available at TableArt 
www.tartontheweb.com 
Stoneware by Calvin Klein Home 
Tel: (800) 294-7978 for store 
locations 
White rectangle strip and rectangle 
platter by Mud Australia 
available at Zinc Details 
www.z1ncdetails.com 

Malcolm Wells 
www.malcolmwells.com 

• 
Jonas Lindvall 
Tagma~targatan 2 
2113D Malmo, Sweden 
Tel: 011-46-40-302100 
Fax: 011-46-40-240609 
www.Jonaslindvall.com 
info@jonaslindvall.com 
Visit Malmo 
www.malmo.se 
Malmii University 
www.mah.se 
Santiago Calatrava 
www.calatrava.com 
Malm6 Kon•thall 
www.konsthall.malmo.se 
Brogatan 
www.brogatan.com 
1nfo@brogatan.com 
Mando Steakhouse 
Skomakaregatan 4 
www.mandosteakhouse.com 
Moderna Mobelklassiker 
Norra Vallgatan 7 4 
www.modernamobelklass1ker.com 

High Point International Horne 
Furnishings Market 
www.h ighpointmarket.org 

Andrew Raimist 
Ra1m1st Architecture, Inc. 
839 S. Ballas Rd. 
St. Louis, MO 63122 
Tel: (314) 984-8201 
www.raimistarchotecture.com 
raimist@raimostarchitecture.com 

Charles Harper Art Studio 
Brett Harper 

In th.e U.S .• Dwell® 1s a registered bade
marl< of Dwell, LLC. Pubhsher af>5umes 
no responsibility lot return of unsohcited 
msm,1s,cnpts. art, or any other 1.msollc1ted 
materiafs. Subsct1pl1on PllCe for U.S 

prtquick@eos.net 
Charles Harper collectibles 
available from 
Fabulous Frames & Art 
www.fabtrames.com .. 
Decorative Plant Service Inc. 
1150 Phelps St. 
San Francisco, CA 94124 
Tel: (650) 962-8275 
Toll-free: (800) 677-5268 
Fax: (415) 826-2157 

Marcel Wanders Studio 
Jacob Calskade 35 
1052 BT Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 011-31-20-422-13-39 
Fax: Oll-31-2D-422-75-19 
www.marcelwanders.com 
Moooi 
Minervum 7003 
4817 ZL Breda 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 011-31-76-578-44-44 
Fax: 011-31-76-571-06-21 
www.moool.nl 
Lute Suites 
Amsteld1jk Zuid 54·58 
1184 VD 
Ouderkerk aid 
Amstel. the Netherlands 
Tel: Oll-31-20-47-22-463 
www.lutesuites.com 
Boudewijn Smit 
Rozenstraat 244 
1016 PB Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 011-31-20-420-0663 
Fax: 011-31-20-420-2570 
www.boudewijn-sm1t.nl 
or U.S. representative 
Tim Mitchell 
18 Darling St. 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
Tel: (781) 631-5235 
Fax: (781) 631-8004 
tim@t-m1tchell.com 
Hiroshi Sugimoto 
Robert Klein Galleiy 
38 Newbury St., 4th Fl. 
Boston, MA 02116 
Tel: (617) 267-7997 
Fax: (617) 267-5567 
www.robertkleingallery.com 

residents: $24.00 for 9 issues. Canadian 
subscription rate: $29.95 (GST included) 
for 9 ls.sues. A.O othe.r countt1es: $35.95 for 
9 issues To order a subsc11pt1or\ to Dwell 
°'to mQu1re about an existing subscnpt1on, 

Ingrid Baars 
Blowup Gal/~ry 
Hazenstraat 67 
1016 SN Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 011-31-20·665-34·35 
Fax: 011-31-20-422-97-23 
Nanine Linning/lewis Productions 
Reguliersgracht 70 
1017 LV Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 011-31-20-626-20·62 
www.naninelinning.nl 
Bisazza North America 
3540 NW 72nd Ave. 
M1am1, FL 33122 
Tel: (305) 597-4099 
Fax: (305) 597-9844 
www.b1sazza.com 
Cappellini 
www.cappellin1.it 
Vltra International AG 
KIOnenfeldstrasse 22 
CH-4127 Birsfelden, Switzerland 
Tel: 011-41-61-3771509 
Fax: 011-41-61-3771510 
www.vitra.com 

: . 
Byoung Cho Architects 
Jooho Bldg. 46·3, #203 
Myoungryundong 1 ga 
Jongroku 
Seoul, South Korea 
Tel: 011-82-2-764-8261 
byoungcho2003@hotmail.com 
Montana State University School of 
Architecture 
www.arch.montana.edu 
Heyri Art Valley 
www.heyri.net 

J. Abbott Miller 
Pentagram (New York) 
204 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10010 
Tel: (212) 683-7000 
m1ller@pentagram.com 
Ellen Lupton 
www.des1gnwrilingresearch.org 
www.micades1gn.org 
www.ndm.si.edu 
elupton@desognwntingresearch.org 
Jasper Morrison 
Glo-Ball lamp 
www.1aspermorrison.com 

please wnte to: Dwell Magazine Cust001e.r 
Ser,,ce. P.O. Box 5100. Hodan. IA 51593-
0600, or call 877-939-3553. Periodicals 
Post~ge Paid at San Francisco, CA arid at 
addrtionat ma1hne: offices 

Frederick Law Olmsted 
www.lredericklawolmsted.com 
Peter Walker and Partners 
739 Allston Way 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
Tel: (510) 849-9494 
Fax: (510) B49-9333 
www.pwpla.com 
berkeley@pwpla.com 
Hood Design 
Walter Hood 
3016 Filbert St .. Studio 2 
Oakland, CA 94608 
Tel: (510) 595-0688 
Fax: (510) 595-1486 
www.wjhooddesign.com 
walter@wJhooddesign.com 
The de Young Museum 
Golden Gate Park 
50 Hagowara Tea Garden Dr. 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
www.thmker.org 
Coen + Partners 
Shane Coen 
400 1st Ave. N, Ste. 710 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
Tel: (612) 341-8070 
Fax: (612) 339-5907 
www.coenpartners.com 
contactOcoenpartners.com 
Salmela Architect 
David Salmela 
852 Grandview Ave. 
Duluth , MN 55812 
Tel: (218) 724-7517 
www.salmelaarch1tect.com 
ddsalmela@charter.net 
Charles Birnbaum 
The Cultural Landscape 
Foundation 
1909 a St. NW. 2nd Fl. 
Washington, DC 20009 
Tel: (202) 483-0553 
Fax: (202) 483-0761 
www.tclf.org 
info@tclf.org 

Baumraum 
Andreas Wenning 
Roonstr. 49 
28203 Bremen, Germany 
Tel: 011-49-4-21-70-51-22 
Fax: 011-49-4-21·79-46-351 
www.baumraum.de 
a.wennlng@baumraum.de 

POSTMASTER: Please send address 
change. to Dwell, P 0 Box 5100. 
Ha~an, IA 51593-0600. 



Dwell Community Events .rnd Promotions 

Experience the World of Golden Kaan 
Golden Kaan wines reflect the irresistible attraction of today's South 
Africa, where ancient African and modem Western lifestyles blend 
together in a magical way. 

Join us in this adventure with the opportunity to win a free case of wine. 
Send an email to mwgoldenkaanusa@vom.com and include why you 
should be awarded these great wines from South Africa. 

Visit www.goldenkaan.com for delicious South African recipes to pair 
with our wines. 

Look for us at future Dwell events. 

't 
GOLD[N KAAN 

Glitz, Glamour, Giving 
The Academy of Friends 26th Annual Gala Event 
March 5, 2006, 5 p.m. to midnight 
Concourse Exhibition Center 
San Francisco, CA 

Academy of Friends annually produces the world's premier Academy 
Awards Night Charity Gala as the centerpiece of its efforts to raise funds 
granted to a diverse set of HIV/AIDS direct care and prevention education 
agencies in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Tickets available at www.academyoffriends.org. 

Mini-Modernists 

--

With "Born Modern" on the front 
and a Dwell logo on the back, these 
comfy cotton American Apparel 
baby onesies are a mini-modernist 
must-have. 

Visit the Dwell Store on our website 
to get your Baby Onesies. 

www.dwellmag.com/shop 



Story by Monica Zerboni 

Andras Wenning. the 40-yeu-old head of Baumraum 
Design in Bremen, Gennany, has done a lot of thinking 
about structures usually reserved for those well under 
the legal voting age. •A tree house." he explains, "is 
not only a hideaway. These dwellings among the trees 
fire our imagination, bring back childhood memories, 
and foster our aspiration toward an extraterrestrial 
dimension." Despite Wenning's otherworldly claims, 
the reputation of Baumraum (which literally means "tree 
space•) has rapidly expanded here on earth. Wenning 
and his colleagues have already seen ten of their tricked
out tree houses built in Germany, Austria, and Brazil. 

Tree's Company 

Photo by Alastair Jardine 

Though every tree house is unique, each is based on 
the same simple construction method: Take a suitable 
piece of land, assemble the prefabricated elements
shipped directly to you from Bremen- and position the 
house between two or more strong trees. Steel cables 
help raise the structure into the air and anchor it to the 
ground. The larch wood houses stretch into the sky verti
cally or crawl horizontally across the aerial landscape. 
All feature large sun terraces and windows that allow 

extraordinary glimpses of the surrounding area- a far 
cry from that plywood contraption your well-meaning 
father built for you when you were a kid. • \ 

• O":,. . • 
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8) Electrolux 
Designed for the well -lived home. 




