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Veranda'::.. a beautiful and revolutionary material for decking. It looks and feels like real wood but never warps, twists, rots, or splinters 

the way wood can. It's so resilient, it stands up to intense moisture and the sun's heat. Veranda never needs sealing, staining, or painting, 

which takes away the hassle of constant upkeep (not to mention all the money you'll save in the long run). Plus, it comes in a variety of styles 

and designs in three beautifu l finishes. With Veranda decking, fencing, and lattice, your family can have a yard that will never show its age. 
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Case Studye Wire Shell Chair. From $189. Manufactured exclusively by Modernica www.Modernica.net 
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Kitchens a la carte 
by Berkeley Mills 
To learn more about how Berkeley Mills has re-invented 

the solid wood kitchen, call 877-426-4557 or visit 
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Editor's Note 
Owell's founder, Lara 

Hedberg Oeam, digs 

deep into t he psycho

logical ramif ications 

of home renovations. 

153 
Tall Tales 
When it comes to home 

construct ion, everyone 

has a story to tel l. Here 

are some of our readers' 

most amusing anecdotes. 

Renovations 
June 2006 

I Contents 

"We ended up leading really wild Jekyll-and-Hyde lives. Overseeing 
construction during precision-timed lunch breaks and the late eve
nings were harrowing on our bodies. Every weekend without fail 
we'd find ourselves taking naps inside our car in the Home Depot 
parking lot." -Chinmaya Misra 

Straight and Narrow 
In Singapore's Joo Chia! 

neighborhood, Yang Yeo's 

dramatical ly modern home 

lurks behind an 85-year-old 

shophouse fa<;ade. Story by 

Daisann Mclane I Photos 

by Richard Powers 

Garage Brand 
Product designers Kim 

Col in and Sam Hecht 

create ultrarefined objects 

for Muj i. Could they do 

the same with an old 

mechanics' garage? Story 

by Amelia Thorpe I Photos 

by Ben Anders 

A Parallax View 
Polish photographers 

Aneta Grzeszykowska and 

Jan Smaga's aerial views 

of people's homes show 

that even the best-laid 

domestic plans have a way 

of going awry. 

Cooler Ranch 
In Portland, Oregon, archi-

tect Brian White trans-

formed an ugly duckling 

into a house his family is 

proud to call home. Story 

by Sam Grawe I Photos by 

John Clark 

The Bel I wet her of 
Belvedere 

Cover: Ching Ian I Yang Yeo Residence, page 154 
Photo by Richard Powers 

Sustainable consultant to 

t he stars Jordan Harris con

vinces Hollywood starlets to 

go hybrid, but when it came 

to greening his own home, 

he enlisted outside help. 

Story by Chloe Veltman I 
Photos by Todd Hido 
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The developer of Three 

on the Bund gallery gives 

us a behind-the-scenes 

tour of t he creative side 

of Shanghai. 
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In the Modern World 
Plato discussed ideals 

in terms of chairs, so why 
can't we? 

My House 
Apurva Pande and Chinmaya 

Mi sra's starter home is as 

indebted to their architec

tural background as it is 

to their creditors, but for 

f ledgl ing professionals, this 

home is pretty sweet. 

118 
What We Saw 
Dwel I travels to the 

Stockholm Furniture Fair to 

see what's new in the world 

of design, from the people 

who seemingly defined it. 

146 
Outside 
Ph iladelphia-based archi-
tect Anthony Bracal i hopes 

to bring skateboarders back 

into t he social loop through 

integrated design. 

Off the Grid 
The next Olympic decathlon 

isn't until 2008, but last 

fal l 's Solar Decathlon put 

18 university teams to the 

photovoltaic test. 

Author, designer, and 

bathing expert Leonard 

Koren wades through vari

ous water-bearing devices 

to f ind which showerhead 

reigns supreme. 

Conversation Archive 
Jim lsermann isn't afraid to Dwell takes a look back 

bring a little color back to at the l ife of Edith Heath, 
the world of modern design. paying homage to the 

creative vision behind 

Heath Ceramics. 

200 238 
Being Green 101 Sourcing 
Even for sustainabil ity's How to find all that you 

greatest proponents, going love in the pages of Dwell. 

green isn't necessari ly a 

walk in the park. Dwell 
explores what it takes to 

be truly environmental. 

I contents 

100 
Nice Modernist 
In New York City, being 

green is al l in the family. 

138 
Dwell Labs 
Are you ensnarled in elec

trical cords and c ircu itry? 

Here are a few tips to 

making your wires a little 

more wieldy. 

240 
Houses We Love 
A litt le house in Carlisle, 

Massachusetts, eschews 
the colonia l, the cape, and 

the saltbox to stand proud 
atop its modernist roots. 
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I Letters 

I read every issue cover to cover and have never 

found fault until now. "Beyond the Ficus" (Apri l 

2006) was not well thought out. The scale of the 

plants in the photos was misleading. Showing an 

oxalis with a maximum height of ten inches tow

er ing over the philodendron, which can grow to 

ten feet, doesn't give the reader a true perspec

t ive of the mature plants. 

The common name for Pachira aquatica is 

water chestnut. It grows in swamps. The care 

instructions of "water regularly; do not overwater" 

wi ll make for a very unhappy plant. Wouldn't a 

better choice w it h similar leaf shape and growth 

pattern have been a Scheff/era actinophylla 
(umbrella tree)? 

There are a number of other low-maintenance, 
beautif ul ly architect ural plants not ment ioned, 

such as echeveria, which would be a better 

choice for many modern homes. 

Liz De Roche 
Mountain View, Hawai i 

I am currently designing a modern house 
near Seattle. Thanks in part to you, the moldy 

shingled shack fetish is on the way out here, 

at least for a while. But I fee l deeply compro

mised. Real modernism has apparently d ied 

with its idealists. It d ied at Mesa Verde. It dies 

every t ime a designer acquiesces to the broad 

reach of consumer cult ure, passing pastiche off 

as enlightened machines for living. Short-term 

costs, t rends, and ironically t he need to make 

a l iving drive the process. Dwell on t hat. 

A less business-as-usual context in which to 
wage style wars would be in the Nevada desert. 

Envision a troop of leather queens with Brad bury 

& Bradbury wallpaper banners beating people 

wit h turtlenecks and square glasses over the 

head wit h elaborate molding. "Oh my god! Dieter 

has been spindled!" Eventual ly, the Black Rock 

Gazette reports: "After one small skirmish and 

much heated blogging, both sides agree that 

the color black is sti l l in. " On that basis, they 

declare a t ruce. Those who d idn't get lucky 

return to their respective presses. Richard Meier 

f iles a formal p rotest. Dave Chapelle cannot be 

reached for comment. 

Christopher Bollweg 
Vashon Island, Washington 

A while back I asked if you good people at Dwell 
could suggest a website where I could download 

some great architectural images to br ighten up 
my desktop. I was pleasantly surprised to f ind 

t hat Dwell's site (www.dwellmag.com) now 
features fantastic desktop downloads! Thanks 

for making my day. 

Rudy Aritf 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia ~ 
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I Letters 

I was very interested to read "Aloft in the Forest" 

(Apri l 2006). In part icular, I was interested in the 

industrial ro llers. I have looked at the McMaster

Carr site, but haven't been able to find t he 

correct roller amongst t he many t hat they sell. Is 

it possible to get some more specific information 

on the rollers, mounting hardware, and the track 

used? I really like th is ind ustrial s0lut ion to a 

resident ial door requirement. 

Kieran Waugh 
Los Angeles, California 

The bedroom door of Stefan and Nicole Andren's 

house ("Aloft in the Forest ," April 2006) is 

shown with door sl ider hardware from Mc Master . 

I would l ike to do something similar in my house. 

I've scoured the McMaster website, but can't 

find the exact hardware shown in the photo. Can 

you help? 

Erik J. Hoekstra 
Burlington, Vermont 

Homeowner Stefan Andren responds: Like so 

many other details in our home (Skybox), it 's a 

custom solution that we came up with. The only 

part from McMaster is the ball bearing itself. 

The track is a standard steel profile that was 

dri lled and bolted to the wall using washers and 

aluminum spacers. The brackets were made by 

a local metalsmi th, who just welded together the 

vert ical C channels. 
I wish there was a simpler answer to this, 

but I can tell you that we are putting together a 
small package that explains how to do something 
similar. Please check out our website (www. 

krownlab.com) soon for more information. 

In " Aloft in the Forest" (April 2006) there is no 

informat ion about how much the fina l bui lding 

cost . It says it came in under budget, but as a 

person looking to build a house, I would l ike to 

know what that budget was. 

Kate Sugarman 
Brooklyn, New York 

I find I'm in agreement with Max Wilson's letter 

(Apri l 2006). More information about actual 

costs incurred by projects featured would be 

helpful. It is the one aspect of your magazine 

I find disappoint ing. Many of your readers are 

young and have l im ited finances. Mr. Wi lson may 

someday want to build his own house. His years 

of enjoying Dwell, as well as compiling ongo-

ing economic input, could enable him to do so 

successful ly. 

A lice Neel Hagan 
Durham, Nort h Carolina 

Editors' Note: We agree that publishing project 

budgets is helpful. However, many homeowners 

request that we not disclose those budgets in 

print. We endeavor to report on actual costs 

whenever possible, and will continue to do so. 

Readers of "Landscape Architecture 1 01" (Apri l 

2006) might also be interested in Elizabeth 

Kassler's Modern Gardens and the Landscape 

(Museum of Modern Art , 1964), one of the 

first (and only) surveys of modern landscape 

architecture. The subject was recently revisited 

by Peter Reed in Groundswell : Constructing the 

Contemporary Landscape (Museum of Modern 

Art , 2005). 

Jenny Tobias 
New York, New York 

As a landscape architect, I really appreciate 

that Dwell ran " Landscape Architecture 10i." 

But at the same t ime. I am also concerned about 

t he correctness and dept h of the content. 

The history of the profession does begin wit h 

Olmsted's Centra l Park in New York City, but 

t he World Trade Center Memorial is definitely 

not the first famous " landscape architecture 

type" memorial. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

in D.C. and the Oklahoma National Memorial 

already set precedents. Peter Walker has been 

practicing in this profession since 1957 and is 

one of t he most respected masters. He is not just 

recognized because of the WTC project. I think 

most of the architects wi II be sad to see Gaud i 's 

and Le Corbusier's works categorized as " land

scape architecture." The i llustrat ions are nice, 

but instead of showing portrai ts, why not show 

Zion's Paley Park or Noguchi's sculptures? 

People need to understand the di fference 

between landscape architecture and gardening, 

just Ii ke interior design and decorat ing. I have 

seen many of t he latest and coolest pieces of 

architecture and modern furnishing in Dwell , 

and I'm hoping to see more focus on landscape 

architecture. 

Youning Chang 
San Diego, California 

What a wonderful surprise to read "The Minimal 

Real ism of Charles Harper " (Apri l 2006). 

Starting in August 1975, my wife and I pur

chased 13 of Harper's excel lent serigraphs. We 

loved his humor and unusual interpretation of 

nature's critters. Although time has passed and 

there's more money for 20th-century modern art 

in our home, we sti ll proudly display his images 

and share his story with friends. You have made 

many people smile with fond memories of the 

t ime they first were introduced to a Harper. 

Jerry E. Cozad 
Groveland, California 

My favorite design hero in my favorite magazine 

("The Minimal Real ism of Charles Harper" )- my 

life is now comp lete! So glad to see that the rest 

of t he modern world is getting a taste of what 

we in Cincinnat i have known for years: When 

it comes to wi ld! ife, nobody does it better than 

Charley Harper. An inscription he wrote in one 

of my books says it al l: " Do somethi ng wi ld, but 

keep it simple." Doesn 't that sum up modern 

design? 

Susan Rissover 
Cincinnati . Ohio 

Editors' Note: Readers who enjoyed ''The 

Minima/ Realism of Charles Harper" should also 

check out www.dwellmag.com, where they can 

read more about senior editor Sam Grawe's visit 

to Harper's studio in our April newsletter. Don't 

miss the photos of his studio! 

I feast upon the .arrival of each month's Dwell as 

much as the next reader, but can' t help noticing 

how much attention is paid to exteriors and t he 

more " social " spaces in modern homes. I yearn 

for a nice fat spread on bedrooms and ot her more 

private spaces. Bringing modern design into the 

bedroom seems llike a particular challenge, as all 

things crisp and sleek seem to get a bit ornery 

around all those pil lows and richer bedroom 

textiles. Maybe m en are prepared to accept 

their modern bedrooms decked with little but a 

platform bed and a Pollock print, but I can't help 

but crave something more soothing and int imate. 

Please educate me in the ways of reconciling 
modern ity with comfort and personality in the 

bedroom. 

Amanda Mackinnon 
Denver, Colorado 

Thank you for your article "Rethinking Senior 

Housing" (Apri l 2006). A couple of years from 

now, I' ll be 55 and living alone for the fi rst t ime 

in 25 years. I dream of a low-maintenance, low

energy, cost-conscious, beaut iful , airy , smal l 

space of my own. To manage all t hat and then 

l imi t my abil i ty to live there independently for 

several decades would be a terr ible waste. This 

senior-to-be would love both innovative design 

and universal accessibi li ty. 

Leslie Pollack Wenning 
Bethany, Connectic ut 

The recent article on St. Louis architect Harris 

Armstrong ("The Spirit of St. Louis." Apr il 2006) 

and one of his homes t hat was recently renovated 

was a pleasure. As a full-time renovator of 1950s 

slab ranches in St . Louis, I was excited to learn 

of another St. Louis architect you m ight be inter

ested in, Wil liam Adair Bernoudy. As one of ~ 
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I Letters 

the 4 0 charter apprentices in Frank Lloyd 

Wright's Taliesin Fellowship and the designer 

of over 100 new structures, primari ly resident ial, 

he has left a legacy here wort h your review. 

The Universi ty of Missouri published a 

wonderful book ful l of great photography 

and floor plans of his work {www.umsystem. 

edu/upress/fall1999/overby.htm). It includes a 

foreword by Gyo Obata of HOK, who is based in 

St. Louis as well. There are over a dozen homes 

of Bernoudy's within a few minutes of my 1950s 

ranch, and I plan to visit each and every one. 

Thad Watts 
St. Louis. Missouri 

I'm glad to at last know the name of the architect 

who designed Dr. Leo Shanley's bui lding in 

Clayton, Missouri ("The Spirit of St. Louis"). I 
was Dr. Shanley's patient for t hree years. The 

first t ime I walked into his office bui lding, my 

view of architecture was transformed. The white 

exterior. the rounded corners, the double-height 

waiting room, and especially the black-fi xtured 

restrooms were a revelat ion to my eight-year-old 

eyes. Black to ilets7 Black wash basins7 I loved it 
all. We moved away, but a few years later I made 

a pilgrimage to the build ing, now abandoned. 

I assume it was later torn down. If so, what a 

waste. Harr is Armstrong deserved better. 

Ellen Thro 
San Diego. Cal ifornia 

I am a graphic designer living and working in 

Charlotte, North Caro lina. I own a 1,200-square

foot two-bedroom flat in a great, albeit tradi

t ional, residential building uptown. The modest 

residence is a mere ten years old, but for some 

time I 've wanted to completely rework the space 

to suit my sensibil ities. 

While I love the work of the firms t hat grace 

your pages, I imagine that it simply wouldn't 

be a pract ica l or affordable solut ion for me. I 

find myself in an all-too-familiar si tuation, but 

sitt ing on the other side of the table. So often a 

potent ial client wil l say to me, "I love your work 

and I want you to have fun wi th this. It could be 

a great portfol io piece, but the budget isn't what 

you might hope. " My quest ion is: How do I find 

an affordable but quali ty f irm or architect wi l ling 

and wanting to accept a humble but inspired 

project like mine-local or otherwise? Warm, 

modern, simple, and thoughtful des ign on a 

budget. Is this a pipe dream? 

David Eller 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Editors' Note: You may want to try posting a 

notice at your loca l AIA chapter or, as the Nice 

Modernists in this issue did (see page 100), ~ 

Contributors 
Aaron Britt {"Let t he Sunshine In," p. 87) is the 

researcher and reporter for the On Language 

column in the New York Times Magazine. 

A Northern Cal ifornian currently l iving in 

Washington, D.C., he satisfied both his love of 

sunshine and his passion for the National Mall 

while writing this issue's story on t he Solar 

Decathlon competition. 

Anuj Desai ("All-Inclusive Architecture," p. 146) 

is a wr iter living in Brooklyn, New York, who 

was previously the edi tor-in-chief of Black Book 

magazine. His work has appeared in Bookforum, 

Elle, Newsweek International, Slate, and The 

Mojo Collect ion: The Ultimate Music Companion 

(Canongate Books) . Whi le in Philadelphia to 

report on the Schuylkil l River Skatepark, he took 

in several of the city's landmarks, but fai led to 

make it to his favorite, t he Mutt er Museum at the 

Col lege of Physicians of Philadelphia. 

Hillary Geronemus (" Vita l Signs," p. 240) was 

entranced wi th the bucol ic town of Carlisle, 

Massachusetts, where Barbara and David 

Boardman recent ly renovated their 1955 glass

and-steel sti l ted home. Yet it wasn't enough 

to make this city girl go country. She recently 

traded the crowded streets of New York for t he 

slightly less crowded streets of Boston. 

Ron Gluckman {"Suddenly Shanghai," p. 104) 

hai ls from San Francisco, but has lived in and 

written about China for over a decade. He first 

visited in 1990 and has watched with wonder as 

Shanghai has bounded from Mao suits to mega

lopolis in a few frantic, exhilarating years of 

unprecedented and electrifying evolut ion. 

Todd Hido ("The Bellwether of Belvedere," 

p. 188) is a Bay Area- based photographer whose 

work has been featured in Artforum, the New 

York Times Magazine, Doubletake, Metropolis, 

the Face, 1-0, and Vanity Fair. " I had certainly 

heard lots about 'sustainabi l ity,"' Hido says, 

connect ing him to the roots of American modern

ism and to a community of thoughtfu l artisans. 

William lamb ("Dwel l Labs, " p. 138) is a 

staf f wr iter at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Researching this issue's roundup of cable

management devices gave him an excuse to 

reacquaint himself with t he undercarriage of 

his c luttered workstation. 

Daisann Maclane ("Straight and Narrow," p. 154) 

splits her t ime between Hong Kong and New 

York, writ ing about travel, food, design, culture, 

and all things As ian. She's the author of Cheap 

Hotels (Taschen) and a columnist for National 

Geographic Traveler magazine. While vis iting 

Singapore, she was thrilled to discover that 

shophouse owner Yang Yao loves cheap Chinese 

street food as much as she does. Much of the 

interview was conducted at an outdoor joint over 

a plate of Hainan chicken rice. 

James Nestor {"Greased Lightning," p. 214) is a 

writer living in San Francisco. When not quaffing 

sporkfuls of delectable Indian food, he is trolling 

the back alleys of Indian restaurants, pi lfering 

their waste vegetable oil, and using i t to fuel his 

1978 root beer- brown WVO-converted Mercedes. 

Richard Powers ("Straight and Narrow," p. 154) 

traveled to Singapore to shoot the incredible 
Chinese shophouse renovat ion in t his issue. 

"This is t he bravest renovation I have photo

graphed," Powers says. " In a country renowned 

for its conservatism, it made the two-day shoot 

most enlightening." 

Jennifer Roberts ( " Being Green 101," p. 200) 

is t he aut hor of Good Green Kitchens, Redux, 

and Good Green Homes. She recently abandoned 

her off ice and spends her days with her laptop 

in her newly remodeled kitchen, basking in the 

glow of the Kalwal l skyl ight. 

" but spending a day around people who lived Chloe Veltman ("Arch itectural Adventure," p. 77, 

well but in such a thoughtful way had an impact and "The Bellwetlher of Belvedere," p. i88) is 

on me. I now often talk of t rees and how not to a British-born, San Francisco-based journalist. 

be wasteful when I make up stories for my three- She learned two v ital life lessons while research-

year-old twins to ponder in their dreams." ing and writ ing art icles for this issue. Finding 

out how architects Chinmaya Misra and Apurva 

Amos Klausner {" Breaking the Mold," p. 131) is Pande nearl y bankrupted t hemselves during t he 

the author of Heath Ceramics: The Complexity of process of design ing and bui lding their house in 

Simplicity, to be released this fal l by Chronicle Los Angeles has made her see the beauty in risk-

Books. Researching the l ife of Edith Heath and taking, and her exploration of Jordan and Julie 

learning about Heath Ceramics' hand-crafted Harris's eco-friend ly home in Northern Californ ia 

production process was a revelat ion for Klausner, has influenced her choice of laundry detergent. 
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I Letters 

post an ad on www.craigsfist.org. You just 

might find yourself pleasantly surprised. Keep 

us posted! 

I am curious to know what format your photogra

phers are shooting with: medium, large, and/or 

digital? I am still stuck in 35 mm but desire 

change because I want the option of print ing big. 

I am also tired of the little annoyances associ

ated with film, such as loading and unloading, 

having multiple bodies for multiple types of film, 

and explaining to customs agents why I have a 

large dark box in my suitcase that is impenetra

ble to their X-rays. 

I considered medium format but the price is 

sky-high and my wife-to-be would be very upset 

if I spent tens of thousands on a camera that 

would be used recreationally; plus, I would stil l 

have to put up with the inconveniences of f ilm. 

When I am home I shoot nature, and when I am 

abroad. architecture and landscapes. Any sug

gestions? 

Paul OeVincentis 

Colonia. New Jersey 

STARTING AT •38,710' 

Editors' Note: Many moons ago (January/ 

February 2003) we did a Dwell Reports on 

cameras; you might want to order a back issue 

(877-g39-3553). The photographers we work 

with shoot almost exclusively medium format 

with 120 mm and 4XS film. These cameras can 

be pricey, but the quality and versatility make 

them well worth it. You should consider your 

style of shooting- whether you're a spontaneous 

documentary shooter or if you like to spend time 

composing a shot- and think about whether 

you might invest in a 35 mm digital SLR or a 

medium-format camera such as a Hasselblad or 

Mamiya. Your projects and intended use of the 

photographs will determine what kind of camera 

you want to invest in. 

You don't need to spend tens of thousands of 

dollars in order to get great equipment. You can 

also look for used equipment on eBay or at a 

place like BandH or Samy's cameras. Good luck! 

Where did you get that wonderful couch pictured 

in the February/ March 2006 Editor's Note 

("Living in the Present")? My wife and I are 

looking for something similar, and we're strug-

gling. If we knew the manufacturer or designer, 

at least we could type it into Google and see 

what we find. 

Ryan Leslie 
Austin, Texas 

Editors ' Note: The couch is currently without 

a provenance. Editor-in-chief Allison Arieff's 

husband found a pair of these Scandinavian 

modern, circa-196os couches at a thrift store 

years ago. They were reupholstered in Maharam 

fabric last year. We're betting they are no longer 

in production, but searches in thrift stores or 

on eBay might tum up a reasonable substitute. 

I think your magazine fills a-long overdue market 

niche: contemporary, think-outside-the-box 

home design. It's nice to see a regular magazine 

dedicated to the t rend, and I think your layouts 

are superb. 

I have one gentle piece of criticism, how

ever: more photos and more diagrams would 

certainly appeal to my sensibilities. That could 

also include close-ups of some of the details, 

such as faucets, sinks, fireplaces. like a good 



sl ide show, it's interesting to see distant shots, 

medium shots, and close-ups (and al l points in 

between). Surely the addit ion of a page or two 

per home would not be prohibitive. 

Jim Peters 
Winnipeg, Ontario 

In regards to Mr. Chris Gambardella's statement 

("Letters," February/March 2006) "the door 

gate doesn't do such a great job of conceal-

ing the SUV in the driveway. A gas-guzzler l ike 

t hat certainly d iscredits the green st ance of the 

homeowners." 

As an interior designer and builder, who takes 

sustainable l iving and building quite seriously, 

I find the comment inappropriate. I own a truck 

and my wife owns a car with all-wheel drive. We 

live in Vermont, and the weather for six months 

of the year warrants us owning these vehic les

not to mention the fact that I don't believe I 
could fit a i2-inch mitre-box saw in the back of a 

Honda Insight , tow a 12-foot trailer loaded wit h 

lumber behind a Toyota Echo, or get to and from 

some of the job sites in a Smart Car. To say that 

hybrid SUVs or biodiesel trucks are t he answer 
would be incorrect as wel l for various reasons. 

The fact of the matter is, everyone should be 

looking into sustainable l iving. If someone uses 

biodegradable toilet paper when camping or buys 

a Smart Car because t hey think it's helping the 

environment, and makes them fee l better, they 

should be applauded, not discredited. It's frus
trating to hear someone say that because I own a 

gas-guzzler, my green stance is just a front. I'm 

sure that Mr. Gambardella has aspects of his l ife 

t hat aren't completely sustainable, and I'm sure 

that he can justify them, just as I have. 

Dustin E. DuPrat 
St. Albans, Vermont 

In reference to Marwan Al-Sayed's letter in your 

February/March 2006 issue: "When we quarrel, 

how we wish we had been blameless" (Ralph 

Waldo Emerson). 

Michael Jason 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

I picked up t he February/March 2 006 issue 

a couple of weeks ago, and pored over it as I 

usually do. I came away from it aggravated and 

annoyed. As a fan of Dwel l for a couple of years 

now, I was disappointed with the "Modern on the 

THE WORLD'S FIRST FOUR-SEAT CONVERTIBLE 

WITH A THREE-PIECE RETRACTABLE HARDTOP. 

EXPERIENCE IT AT VOLVOCARS.US/ ALLNEWC70 

Inside" issue. I recently bought an older house 

and have been challenged to make t he inside 

feel modern- so I hoped I 'd find some ideas 

here. No such luck. The main stories curiously 

elaborated on the, history of t he homes but did 

not really illuminate the process of transforma

tion. Large portraits of children and precious 
detail photos, whi le attractive, seemed to be 

more about lifestyle and attitude and less about 

inspiring and informing t he reader with depic
t ions of interesting design innovations. What 

has happened to the content? More than once 

I wondered, did some pages fal l out? Am I miss

ing something here? 

Robin Read 
Athens, New York 

Vancouver has successfully built new, vibrant 

downtown neighborhoods from areas that were 

used for heavy industry- Yaletown, on the north 
side of False Creek (an inlet), and False Creek 

South, on the south side of the inlet. In creating 

these two neighborhoods, the c ity required that 

the neighborhoods had a mix of income, park 

space based on the population density, schools 

close by, and commercial space i ncorporated ~ 

Volvo. for life 



Counter 
Evolution 
The Griddler™ by Cuisinart™ 

offers four cooking options in 

one smart kitchen innovation. 

Imagine o contact grill, ponini 

press, open grill and griddle - all in 
o small space. The Griddler'M is Aexible enough 

to cook your way, smart enough to toke grease off 

the menu, and talented enough to create perfect ponini, 

sizzling steaks, good ol' grilled cheese and much 

more. Make room for o counter evolution 
with The Griddler lM by Cuisinart!" 

Cuisinart 
SAVOR T H E GOOD LIFE '" 

www.cuisinart.com 

Bed Bath & Beyond • Macy's 

Crate & Barrel • Chers Catalog 

I Letters 

into the neighborhood. One secret is that the 

residents in these new neighborhoods are con

tent with smaller l iving spaces, as they would 

be in Asia or Europe. The residents are content 

because the neighborhoods have so much to 

offer: eat brunch on a street-side patio, roller

blade along the sea wall, play with your dog 

in the off-leash park, or just veg out in the sun 

looking al the creek. 

Marjorie Stevens 
Vancouver. British Columbia 

I'm in the process of buying my first home. While 

I am thrilled with the house, t he landscaping 

needs a lot of help. There are many beautiful 

plants and trees; however, there doesn't appear 

to have been any design in mind when they were 

planted. My fear is that if I hire a landscape 

architect, they will destroy many of the plants. 

What I am looking for is someone who wi ll pre

serve as many of the original plants as possible 

but use and regroup them in the updated land

scaping. Is there any place I can look for such 

a landscape architect? 

Deborah N ucatola 
Sherman Oaks, California 

Edi tors' Note: You may be surprised to learn 

that many (if not all) landscape architects will 

feel exactly the way you do about your project. 

A good place to start trying to find the perfect 

match for your undertaking would be the 

American Society of Landscape Architects 

(www.asla.org). Good luck! 

I love many of the products you advertise and 

write about, but sometimes it's difficult to locate 

where to buy them, especially when they are 

foreign. For instance, I loved the vinyl wallpaper 

in your April issue (located under "hot products" 

on your website) by Genevieve Gauckler. I went 

on the website, but it seems that one can only 

get it in France. Is there any other way to get th is 

particular product? 

Jessica Katz 
Encino, California 

Editors' Note: Unfortunately, we don't have any 

other information on Gauckler's vinyl wallpaper. 

Your best bet is always to just drop the manufac

turer a line (info@domestic.fr). More often than 

not, they will point you in the right direction. 

Good luck! 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 

99 Osgood Place 

San Francisco, California 94133 

letters@dwel!mag.com 

at 
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Tankless ... Endless Comfort 
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Renovat ing your home can 
be t he best therapy for repair
ing fractured relationships. 
Projects in London (left), 
Northern California (middle), 
and Singapore (right) all 
provide insight into the 
psychological underpinnings 
of home construction. 

I Story by Lara Hedberg Deam I Editor's Note 

Building Relationships 

Many of us have played the role of therapist during a 
friend's trying home remodel. Listening patiently, we 
nod knowingly during tearful stories of renovation jobs 
gone awry: the missed budget, missed deadlines, missing 
contractor, and miscommunications that can keep even 
the most reasoned of us in a state of suspended construc
tion purgatory. But we seldom hear about the more 
interesting philosophical musings, the unearthed truths 
about oneself and one's relationships that can arise 
during the design and building process. How our homes 
influence us psychologically is beginning to garner more 
attention. Rightfully so, because whether you are remod
eling or redecorating, the decisions you make, and the 
way you make decisions, define your life in ways you 
might never expect. As Mitchell Wolfson Jr. famously 
wrote, "What man makes, makes man." 

So how do we ensure that our ideas and identity will 
be manifested in our homes? 

To start, ask the obvious: How do you want to live? 
How much openness or privacy do you want? How much 
connectedness or independence do you need? Do you 
want to surround yourself with objects or surround your
self with space? How different, or similar, do you want 
your home to be from the one in which you grew up? 
What are your partner's answers to these questions, and 

how might you reconcile the potential differences? 
And most important, what feels authentic to you? 

In this issue, we take a look at three projects from 
disparate parts of the world that each have their 
own answers to these often-perplexing questions. In 
Singapore, we find that a sleek design can hide behind 
a centuries-old fa<;ade, allowing the homeowners to 
successfully blend their modern lives with their respect 
for the past. In London, a young family grapples with 
how to make their shoe-box-shaped (and sized) house fit 
their contemporary lifestyle- finding that its previous 
existence as a mechanics' garage actually helps. And in 
Portland, Oregon, an architect blows the roof off his fam
ily's suburban split-level and molds it into a masterwork 
of familial bliss-residential architecture at its finest. 

With thoughtful design- and a lot of love- we can 
make homes that move us to reconnect with ourselves, 
our families, and our communities. I truly believe 
thoughtful design can do this, sometimes even better 
than a good therapist. • 

LARA HEDBERG DEAM, OWNER & FOUNDER 

/ara@dwellmag.com 

Editor-in-chief Allison Arieff is on maternity leave. 
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I in the Modern World 

Phaidon Design Classics I By Ed itors of 
Phaidon Press I Phaidon I $175 I The tireless 
folks at Phaidon have created a staggeringly 
comprehensive index of groundbreaking 
design, packaged in what could be mistaken 
as an infamous design object itself. 

Beginning with a pair of Chinese bonsai scissors from 
the 1600s and concluding with Barber Osgerby's Lunar 
bath accessories, this three-volume set spans the globe 
to deliver the most influential industrially manufactured 
objects in history. From the familiar (the friendly, func
tional Toledo chair) to the obscure (Marco Ferreri's Ellice 
photo-cut steel bookmark) to the fast and furious (Ducati 
MonsterM900), design neophytes and connoisseurs alike 
will no doubt consider this collection of design classics 
a classic in its own right. www.phaidon.com 

June 2006 Dwell 47 
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I 1n the Modern World 

Lorna Simpson I 16 Apr- 10 July I The Museum of Contemporary Art I Los 

Angeles, CA I In this 20-year survey of the works of artist Lorna Simpson, 

her early black-and-white photographs are supplemented by her later 

exploration of the medium - including large-scale serigraphs printed on 

felt, film and video installations, and large-format chromogenic color prints 

from her Corridors (above). www.moca.org 

48 Dwell June 2006 

Ninfea Floorsitting I By Garn Plus Fratesi 
Much like trivets for your posterior, these 
floor seats hark back to the days of free love 
and flower power, but look a lot sleeker 

- - than a beanbag or big pillow. It's kind of 
like bodhisattva meets Boffi. 

Architecture Inspirations I Edited by 

Cristina Paredes Benitez I Daab I $99.95 

With over 700 full-page photos of homes 

covering six categories (city, mountain, small 

town, country, suburban, waterfront), this 

book is a shelter addict's dream come true. 

Featuring some of residential architecture's 

brightest stars, these photos definitely 

support the last sentence of one of the few 

paragraphs in the book: "In today's home, 

anything is possible." www.daab-online.de 

at I 
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YOUR CLOTHES AREN'T ONE OF THEM. 

More than just a washing machine. LG introduces a high-capacity washer that also helps with the 
ironing. As well as being one of the largest and most energy efficient machines available, the LG 
SteamWasher"' features steam technology that will revolutionize the way you do your laundry. 
Our unique SteamFresh'" Cycle reduces wrinkles' and freshens clothing without using water, and 
our SteamWash Performance System adds steam to wash cycles to brighten and sanitize your laundry. 
That's better laundry in less t ime and most importantly, less time spent at the ironing board. 

SU1rprising As . .. Fresh As . . .lnnovative as LG. 
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souffiwestNEl'~ Jones Studio, Inc. I 27 May- 24 Sept I 
Scottsdale-Ni use um of Contemporary Art I Scottsdale, AZ 
This exhibition gives museumgoers a glimpse into the 
process of brothers Edward and Neal, who together form 
the Jones Studio in Phoenix. Their progressive use of 
resourceful materials like rammed earth and crushed 
glass has helped create a burgeoning style deemed the 
Arizona School. Known for eliciting the Zen-like spirit 
of the Son01:andesert and deftly weaving it into the 
central themes of modernism, Jones Studio's structures 
utilize rusted steel, concrete, and titanium to highlight 
juxt'!Positions of scale and mass. By obscuring the bound
aries between interiors and the minimalist terrain they 
occupy, their buildings achieve a harmony that "engages 
the imagination as well as the senses." www.smoca.org 

Glenn Murcutt: Buildings + Projects 1962-

2003 I By Franr;oise Fromonot I Thames and 

Hudson I $49.95 

While modernist icon Le Corbusier made 

machines for l iving, Australian architect 

Glenn Murcutt has sought to make "machines 

for inhabiting the landscape." This edifying 

monograph examines the Pritzker Prize 

winner's quest to assimilate his designs with 

their local ecology, and includes insightfu l 

tidbits I ike photography from his private 

collection as well as working drawings and 

layout plans. www.thameshudson.co.uk 

Nouvelle Vague I By Christophe Pi I let for Porro I At the 

rate he's churning out sleek and clever designs, like this 

lacquered lounge and footrest, the relatively unknown 

Christophe Pi I let may soon have a name to rival his former 

boss, Philippe Starck. www.porro.com 

at I 
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I 1n the Modern World 

bambiSITTER I The Conran Shop 

If you felt a certain sort of glee watching 
Bob Ross paint happy little forest scenes, 
then these sylvan seats might a.ppeal 

to your sensibilities. We can't guarantee 
that you won't get a raised eyebrow, or 
maybe even a snicker here and there. 
But then again, not everyone is strong 
enough to admit they still cry at Bambi. 
www.conran.com 
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watching words move 

Watching Words Move I By Ivan Chermayeff 

and Thomas H. Geismar I Chronicle Books I $10 

For anyone who's ever gotten a thril l from typing 
the word "Vega$" (and really, haven't we all?), 

this compact book is a small typographic rev

elation that breaks down the barriers between 

the verbal and the visual , exposing the vibrant 

subtexts of language. By using subtle shifts 

in spacing and symbol substitution, basic 

words and numbers are given motion, feeling, 

and innuendo. And it's all mercifully free of 

emoticons. www.chroniclebooks.com 



SEGESTA design: Alfredo Haberli 

Alias USA 155 East 56th Street New York NY 10022 
877 254 2788 631 549 1302 www.AliosUSA.com 
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I in the Modern World 

Wolfgang Till mans I 20 May-13 Aug I 
Museum of Contemporary Art I Chicago, IL 
Wolfgang Tillmans's first U.S. retrospec
tive features nearly 300 photographs, for 
which the artist is best known, alongside 
video and installation works. Emerging as 
one of the preeminent photographers of 
his generation, Tillmans creates work 
that's both edgy and classic: Compelling 
subjects are presented with an eye for 
formal composition. "I'm trying to go 
against the thinking that photos can only 
be accessed via their subject matter," 
Tillmans has said. "I think about the 
same questions that a painter would." 
www.mcachicago.org 

Today's City Houses f By Pilar Chueca f 
Structure I $40 

This densely illustrated book focuses on 

the difficult task of integrating residential 

designs into the existing patchwork of urban 

landscapes. Featured projects run t he gamut 

of architectural conundrums, each requiring 

a unique and innovative solut ion. The text 

can be a bit didactic, but Chueca successfully 

communicates the subtle nuance of each 

endeavor-helped along by vivid diagrams, 

detailed floor plans, and artful photography. 

www.linksbooks.net 

Polder sofa I By Hel la Jongeri us for Vitra I The "po Ider model " is a Dutch 
political phenomenon that arose from the people's uncanny ability to reach 
agreement and overcome differences for a common good. Perhaps that 
explains Hella Jongerius's exceptional knack for making things that most 
everyone can agree are exquisite. www.vitra.com 
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Guthrie Theate1 I By Jean Nouvel I 
Opens 25 June I It's always nice to 
hear of a theater opening that doesn't 
involve the word "I MAX. " The new 
Guthrie in downtown Minneapolis 
is architect Jean Nouvel 's modern 
interpretation of the historic theater, 
founded in 1963. 
In his first North American project, Jean Nouvel seamlessly links 
industrial elements to the intriguing, mystical nature of the theatrical 
arts. The structure conceals its secrets behind a broad, metal-and-glass 
fa~ade while provoking attention with a neon marquee at the front 
entrance. The circular lines of the structure evoke the solemn beauty 
of grain silos, a nod to Minnesota's agrarian past, while a cantilevered 
bridge offers views of the adjacent river valley. Inside, a r ,roo seat-stage 
provides seating on three sides, where audiences can enjoy a range of 
performances, from Euripides and O'Neill to the next generation of con
temporary playwrights. The Guthrie has maintained a proud tradition 
of eschewing the more commercial motivations of Broadway, so those 
hoping to catch the latest vampire musica] may have to wait for the 
movie version. www.guthrietheater.org 
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Table Basse Trio Virgule I By Christian Poux 

The Works: Anatomy of a City I By Kate 

Ascher I The Penguin Press I $35 

New York City official Kate Ascher is the 

perfect person to tell you where to find 

hidden subway stations like the old City Hall 

stop on the 6 train, or how far bridges will sag 

during those sweltering summers. The Works 
uses infographics and straightforward text to 

unveil the complex systems and services 

urbanites depend on but are rarely aware of, 

and to elucidate the 100-year-old framework 

that still supports the city that never sleeps. 

us.pengu ingroup.com 

This table, composed of three movable comma-shaped 
pieces, will punctuate even the most awkward of spaces 
with its modular capabilities and bright colors, and, fur
thermore, the more Table Basse Trio Virgules you buy, the 
longer and more involved your table can be, allowing it 
to run on and on and on .. . www.quietness.fr 

Tufty-Time I By Patricia Urquiola for B&B Italia 

While Hollywood's been busy remaking every 

movie ever (can you really improve upon 

1972's The Poseidon Adventure with 

Poseidon?), designer Patricia Urquiola 

manages to quell our nostalgic urges while 

gently directing us to the future. " I wanted 

to review t he capitonne and Chesterfield 

typologies," she says, " paying special 

attention to the reinterpretation of the '60s 

and '70s, which I admire." www.bebitalia.it 





RECLAIMED WOOD 
BEAUTIFUL. HISTORICAL. ENVIRONMENTAL. 

Restoration Timber provides the finest in reclaimed 
woods for flooring, beams, siding and cabinetry. Our 
barn woods and factory reclaimed woods deliver a 
uniquely beautiful look to any project. 

We are committed to supplying the highest levels of 
service, support and guarantee. 

Please contact us to see how we can help with your 
project: 

150 De Haro Street 
San Francisco CA 94103 

153 East 53rd Street, 45th Floor 
New York NY 10022 

(888) 563-9663 
www.restorationtimber.com 
catalog@restorationtimber.com 

RESTORATION 

TIMBER 
the finest in reclaimed woods 



CALIFORNIA CLOSETS® 
Complimentary consultation 866.584.7596 calclosets.com 
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cx2xoo 
hive 

be:~tom diamon<J cha f for Knoll 

artifort aless1 alias earl hansen cass1na 
cherner emeco flos heller 1ittala kartell 
knoll modernica montis v1tra and more! 

toll free 1 866 mod-hive 
hive modern.com 
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Sharon Lockhart: Pine Flat I 20 May- June I Gladstone Gallery I 
New York, NY 
Photographer and avant-garde filmmaker Sharon Lockhart explores 
the lives of children growing up in the Sierra Nevada foothills 
through r 2 uncut ten-minute takes, shot over the course of three 
years. Fans of Lockhart's photography will be thrilled, while those 
seeking a literal narrative arc might fare better at the cineplex. 
The film will be shown alongside a photographic series of the same 
title. www.gladstonegallery.com 



Welcome to the Suite Life. 
Come home. To luxury. To style. To TOTO luxury bath Suites An epic 
combination-TOTO faucets, shower fittings, lavatories, Air Baths n.i, 
toilets, and accessories-together. And TOTO performance, style, 
and service-all at your local authorized TOTO showroom. V1s1t us 
today, and experience the ultimate convergence of sophisticated 
design and exceptional performance. 

TOTO Uoyd•M Air Bath and Suite 
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NEW 
DESIGN 
CITIES 
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GLASGOW 
LISBOA , 
MONTREAL 
SAINT-ETIENNE 

TIMES SQUARE 
NOUVELLES 
VILLES 
DE DESIGN 
~-~............ .......... .,.,, 
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G Box I By G1ul1ano G1aroll for Schiffini 

Italians aren't slouches in the kitchen 

or the design arena, so when the two 

converge, step back. Giuliano Giaroli's 

breakthrough G Box design for modular

kitchen kingpins Schiffini Cucine conveys 

both sleekness and sustainability, and is 

composed of 100-percent recyclable 

material. The vast counter provides ample 

gnocchi-rolling space; dual shallow

recessed sinks and a mobile steel island 

create a restrained elegance that's at once 

practical and, dare we say, delicious. 

www.schiffini.it 

New Design Cities I By Marie-Josee 

Lacroix I I nfopresse I $3 5 

This bilingual book- the product of a 
2004 symposium in Montreal- investi
gates how seven major cities have 
successfully fostered design. Case studies 
are coupled with essays by prominent 
theorists like Tohn Thackara to serve as 
inspiration and methodology for urban 
planning and economic development. It's 
heartening to see how city governments, 
urban dwellers, and tourists alike are 
realizing that good design augments qual
ity of life. Don't be surprised if Fodors 
starts giving stars for creative potential. 
www.infopresse.com 
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Win 
Andersen® 

windows for 
your home. 

And not just any windows. Our 400 Series 
with new High-Performance'" Low·E4'" glass. 

It has an invisible coating that 
when activated by sunlight loosens dirt 

and reduces water spotting by up to 99%. 
It dries faster too, for easier cleaning. 
For the complete High-Performance'" 

Low-E4'"glass story, 
visit andersenwindows.com/LowE4. 

To enter for your chance 
to win new windows for your 

house, simply go to 
andersenwindows.com/LowE4. 

NJ PUR::HASE NECESSARY TO ENTER a1 WIN. 
ful kdefsen Wird<'.1Ml ftg'l-Perfonmnoo·Low·E4·&.'9ePS181<CS 
Is open 10 h:JrnecMne<s w!1o are legal reooents of 50 U.S. Ef1d DC. 

18 )<">'Sor older \bd v.!lere IJl(hbited. Sweepstakes begns at 
12:00:01 a.m. ET on 4/1/2006 B"ld ef'ds al 11 :59:59 p.rn ET on 9/2l'2006. 

For entry rlooreuoo. ID enoer onine i:ro I-Or cCJrr4)1ete Offlcial RUleS, 
lllSil www.anderserrwi'dows.con11Lo".f'1. Sv.oopstakes 

suti,ec1 ID full OitiDal Rules. Sponsor. Andersen Co<po<alJOn. 
1CO 4111 Ave. N, llaypa1, MN 55003·1096. 

e 2006 kdersen CoipotalJOn. All r'glls r"""""'1. 

Come home to A ndersen': 

.l,.DOWS • O O CI R!li 
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Eero / By Fil ippo Dell 'Orto for spHaus 
Eeros were responsible for some of the most iconic seating of the 
20th century- Saarinen's 1948 Womb chair inspires prenatal relax
ation, and Aarnio's 1963 Ball chair helped define the decade- which 
means this Eero, a polyurethane-coated rocker, has big shoes to fill. 
www.sphaus.it 

The High Style of Dorothy Draper / 2 May- 27 Aug I Museum 

of the City of New York I New York, NY 

If Dorothy Draper had her way, flying would be a much more 

humane and- as her Mondrian-inspired decorative panel ing 

suggests- cultured experience. Unfortunately, this is just an 

example of Draper's idealistic approach to interior decorating, 

and not the current conditions we fly in today. One of the first 

to surpass the notion of interior design as mere cosmetics, 

Draper conceived her designs from the architecture of the 

space down to the matchbook on the side table. 

www.mcny.org 



Windows built on the philosophy: 

You've got better things to do 
than clean windows. 

Introducing High-Perfarmance'"Low-E4'"glass from Andersen. The new standard 
Exclusively available from Andersen. 

/ 

Our High-Performance'" 
Low-E4" glass cuts harmful 

UV light by 83% which 
helps prevent furniture 

from fading. It's like sunblock 
for your home. 

\ 

High-Performance'" Low-E4'· glass 
is so superior you can even 

hear the difference. 
It reduces unwanted noise more 
effectively than single-pane glass. 

High-Performance™ Low-E4glass, 
when activated by sunlight, 

loosens dirt and reduces 

water spotting by up to 99%. 
It dries faster, too, far easier cleaning. 

For the complete story, visit andersenwindows.com/LowE4 

Come home to Andersen:· 

A protective film on the 
interior and exterior helps 

keep off mortar, paint, 
dirt and dust 

during construction. 
Then it peels off easily for 

spotless windows. 

Insulate your wallet with energy 
savings. Between the panes of 

glass is a special Argon gas 
blend that maximizes your heating 

and air conditioning dollars-
35% more efficient in the winter, 

41% more in the summer 

, I 
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Snap Judgments: New Positions 
in Contemporary African 
Photography I 10 Mar- 28 May I 
International Center of 

Photography I New York, NY 

Spanning the continent, with 
over 200 works by 40 artists, this 
exhibition- curated by noted 
art historian Okwui Enwezor
aims to define and expose the 
vibrancy and relevance of 
African photography against 
a backdrop of cultural tumult. 
Focusing on landscapes, urban 
forms, the body, and identity, as 
well as history and representa
tion, the images and stories they 
reflect are equal parts haunting 
and hopeful. www.icp.org 

Ciottolo f By Sieger Design for Duravit 

If your bathroom draws more inspiration 

from a 24-hour service station than a fresh 

mountain stream, we suggest Duravit's new 

Ciottolo l ine. The delicate curves of the oval 

and circular ceramic basins suggest t he 

recorded movement of water captured in 

eroded river rocks- decidedly not Shell. 

www.duravit .com 
.. 
" . .. 
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ARTIST MEETS 

KEVIN WALZ FOR DESIGNERS RESERVE 

TUFENKIAN 
ARTISAN CARPETS 

Rog Weave Roseberry (shown) is available m custom sizes and fOf' immediate delivery n s11es 3' x 5 to 12' x 16' 

Over 500 Tufenkian styles are available from the following select dealers and Tufenkian Showrooms: 
Scottsdale A:Z., David E Adler, Inc. - San Diego, CA Outrageous Rugs - San Francisco, CA. Floordes1gns (trade only) 

N Palm Beach. FL Crystal Tree Carpet & Flooring - Chicago, IL. Gallene One D1stinct1ve Rugs (trade only) - Chicago. IL, Oscar lsbenan Rugs 
Chicago, IL, Peerless Imported Rugs - Indianapolis, IN, Joseph's Oriental Rug Imports Mendham NJ, Woven Floors - Santa Fe, NM. Packards West 
Philadelphia, PA Marc Philips Decorative Rugs - Pittsburgh, PA, We1sshouse - Charleston, SC, Fine Rugs of Charleston - Austin. TX. Edgar Kelly Rugs 

Dallas, TX, Truett Fine Carpets & Rugs Seattle, WA, Driscoll Robbins 

Tufenkian Showrooms - Los Angeles, CA 

For a complete dealer listing: a o o 4 7 s 4 7 a a 
r,,_.t s I 'H JI j 

New York, NY Portland, OR 

WWW TUFENKIAN.COM/402 
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Outdoor wallpape I By Susan 
Bradley 
Have you ever wished your 
jasmine vine could see just 
how pretty it is? Perhaps your 
wisteria tree is wistful at not 
being able to view its own daz· 
zling violet blooms. Whatever 
your creeping flora might be, 
or whether you have creeping 
flora at all, Susan Bradley's steel 
floral motif will climb up any 
fa<;ade to reflect on the natural 
world around it, be it indoors or 
out. www.susanbradley.co. uk 

How li'ieOTHEA HALF 

WORSHiPS 
+ ( ~' . 

How the Other Half Worships I By Camilo 

Jose Vergara I Rutgers University Press I 
$49.9 5 

Since the late '70s, writer, photographer, 

and sociologist Camilo Jose Vergara has been 

exploring neglected neighborhoods through

out the country. In his latest book, Vergara 

focuses on churches that dot the debased 

streetscapes. His vivid images and insight

ful text re·veal that while the architectural 

makeup of these neighborhoods may change 

at astonishing rates, p laces of worsh ip are 

quite adept at adapting, popping up in 

storefronts, old car dealerships, and houses, 

breathing life into often lifeless urban envi

ronments .. rutgerspress. rutgers. ed u 

Miss those afternoons playing with Transformers on the living-room 
floor? The Stoddard table from Avroko's Transport series will help fill the 
void. Inspired by cars and motorcycles of the early 20th century, these 
tables sport a mechanical aesthetic that's not just pretty but functional as 
well Avroko's multifaceted nature manifests itself in this design, which 
converts from coffee table to dining console in an instant. 
www.avroko.com 







To go from good to great. 

And never look back. 

There is a way to pour everything we have into everything we do. 

There is a way to treat people better-







There is a way to make an engine whisper. 

And howl. 

To shape metal with water. 

To make innovation as basic as breathing. 

There is a way to do things differently. 

To marry horsepower with efficiency. 

Beauty with affordability. 

Smart with sexy. 

To make cabins unbelievably quiet. 

And seams unbelievably tight. 

There is a way to make design more thoughtful. 

And more stunning. 

A way to kick compromise to the curb. 

A way to stay the same in one way, and evolve in another. 

There is a way to make cars

LIKe never betore. 

SATURN r 1 
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WAl Like always. Like never before. ~ 

AURA. VUE Green Line and SKY Red Line available summer 2006. 
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MANHATTAN 

Weekend Trip 
Jump in the Saturn SKY roadster, put the top down, and drive along Long Island's south 
shore to explore houses that have earned the area its reputation as a center of modern 
architecture. About a hundred miles east of New York City, new modern construction is all 
around, but look closely and you'll find mid-century works such as "The Kite," or Pearlroth 
House (1959), by post-modernist Andrew Geller. A conservation effort is under way to save 
it from destruction and move it from Westhampton Beach to Triton Beach five miles east. 
See it while you can, and there's no better way than behind the wheel of the new SKY, with 
its modern European-inspired exterior, and a heart full of superior performance features. 

Prefab fans should drive by the Leisurama community in Montauk. A collection of 200 
prefab summer houses built in the early 1 960s and sold at Macy's, Leisurama homes were 
designed by Raymond Loewy-William Snaith, Inc. Loewy partnered with project m_anager 
Andrew Geller on the final home designs, available in three versions and equipped with 
everything- including toothbrushes. 

If just one day of epic views and intense roadster performance leaves you wanting more, 
why not keep going and make a weekend of it? The SKY's res1:>onsive handling and sleek 
interior take touring to the next level. When you eventually build up the mettle to actually 
take the keys out of the ignition (or feel those eye lids getting heavy), why not do so at the 
Sunset Beach hotel on Shelter Island. Andre Balazs' boutique hotel is traditional on the 
outside, but boasts a thoroughly modern interior, and is the perfect place to relax. 

Road Trip: 
New Y0rk 
0 PEARLROTH HOUSE 
615 Dune Road, Westhampton Beach, NY 
www.pearlrothhouse.org to learn more and 
keep up-to-date on status 
Photo by Jerry Birnbaum, 1959 

Q LEISURAMA HOMES 
Culloden Point, 3 miles from 
downtown Montauk 
Photo by Jake Garst 

G) SUNSET BEACH HOTEL 
35 Shore Road, Shelter Island, NY 
www.sunsetbeachli.com 

G> SATURN SKY ROADSTER 
www.satum.com/sky 

0 
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() MANITOGA/THE RUSSEL WR IGHT 
DESIGN CENTER 
584 Route 9D, Garrison, NY 
www.russelwrightcenter.org 
Photo by Mary Lally 
Russel Wright's recently restored 
studio, circa 1962 

G NEUBERGER MUSEUM OF ART 
Purchase College, State University 
of New York 
735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY 
www.neuberger.org 

0 NOGUCHI MUSEUM 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City, Queens 
www.noguchi.org 

«D QUEENS MUSEUM OF ART 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens 
www.queensmuseum.org 
Photo courtesy of the Queens 
Museum of Art 
New York City Building 
1939 World's Fair, north facade 

0 SATURN SKY ROADSTER 
www.saturn.com/sky 

'eJi l Like always. Like never before. ~ 

Day Trip 
For a day trip out of Manhattan, grab a friend and head north of New York City to visit 
Russel Wright's former home at Manitoga/The Russel Wright Design Center. Take the trip 
out of the commonplace by enjoying the 50-mile drive to Garrison in the SKY, Saturn's 
sporty convertible roadster that reflects your appreciation for design. 

Russel Wright, a successful mid-century industrial designer and craftsman, is famous for 
creating modern design dinnerware, furniture, and appliances, produced on a mass-market 
scale. Wright's clean lines, use of new materials and the latest technologies stood out at the 
time. The economics and manufacturing of his pieces made modern design attainable for 
many- much like the 2007 SKY roadster, which has a stylish, modern flair and an emphasis 
on under-the-hood performance, all with an accessible sticker price beginning at under 
$24,0oo·. No lasting sticker shock here. 

Don't miss the guided tour of Wright's home, Dragon Rock, one of the few 20th Century 
Modern homesites in New York that is open to the public. A stunning modern construction. 
Wright designed it to be completely at one with the land around it. After a house tour, plan 
to explore the expansive woodland gardens that surround the house, including four miles of 
paths (linking up to the Appalachian Trail) on 75 secluded acres. Bring a picnic lunch and 
soak in the luscious natural surroundings. 

If an art-focused adventure is more your speed, head to the Neuberger Museum of Art in 
Westchester County, 35 miles south of Garrison (and about 45 minutes from Manhattan). 
Situated on the State University of New York campus at Purchase, the permanent collection 
boasts work from artists including Milton Avery, Willem de Kooning, Edward Hopper, and 
Jackson Pollock. You'll appreciate not having to fight the New York City-sized crowds to get 
up close and personal to important and beautiful works of art. 

Speaking of contemporary art, the SKY roadster itself will draw appreciative looks from 
passersby who can spot good design and an artful form. The SKY is a vehicle that repre
sents an artist ic redesign of sorts for Saturn, and its look is pegged to influence Saturn's 
entire future lineup. But don't be seduced by looks alone-inside you' ll find it's designed 
with the driver in mind, with fully integrated controls and displays, and hydraulically assisted 
rack-and-pinion power steering for maximum control. 

After whiling away some time in Purchase, hop back in and consider cruising into Queens 
on your way back into the city. Several contemporary art and design hotspots are nestled in 
this borough, including the Noguchi Museum and the Queens Museum of Art. You'll find that 
the areas around Manhattan have a lot to offer- and you' ll enjoy exploring in the comfort 
and style of the new Saturn SKY roadster. Best done with the top down, of course. 

For more information go to saturn.com. ' MSRP. Tax. title, license, retailer fees and optional equipment extra. 
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Behind 
Closed Doors 
AVION home theoter furniture is more than just o pretty face. 

Yes, it's o sleek design. But it's what you don't see that makes 

AVION o true original. With hidden integrated features like 

speaker and media storage compartments, on easy-access back 

panel, hidden wheels, flow-through ventilation and an optional 

Aot panel TV mount, AVION is ready to meet the demands of the 

most challenging entertainment systems. 

AVION from BDI. 

Home theater furniture as advanced 

as the equipment that's in it. 

- - -

To locate a dealer near you, visit www.bdiuso.com 

a - Setting the standard for high performance furniture. 

\.;uf)yr >, lC J I L 31 



• v1tra. 

"My design phi losophy is: form follows feeling ." Hello Jongeri us 
The first sofa designed by Hello Jongerius, Polder is a generous platform for living 

comprised of innovative materials and surprising handcrafted details. 

Please contact an authorized Vitro Home retailer for furtner information: Attanla, GA RetroM.odern l retromodem.comJ Boltimore, MD Home on the Harbor ihomeontheharbor.comJ Birmingham, Ml 

Aedis Design (oediscesign.comJ Boise, ID Lotto for the Home ilottoshowroom.com] Chicago, IL luminoire iluminoire.coml Coral Gobles, FL luminoire iluminoire.coml Hau•ton, TX Kuhl·l in•comb 

(kuhHinscomb.coml Las Vegos, NV Unica Home iunicahome.coml. Blank Space iblonkspocelv.com] Los Angeles, CA Jules Sellzer liule.sseltzer.com] Manchester, VT Circa 50 lcirco50.coml Nashville, 

TN Highbrow lhighbrowfurniture.coml New Yark, NY The Vitro Store (vitro.com) . Niess lmossonline.coml . NcMA Design Store lmomost01e.orgl Philadelphia, PA Minima (minima.us] Portland, OR Hive 

lhivemodern.coml Son Francisco, CA Zinc Detoil• (zincdetoils.coml Scottsdale, AZ Hou• ihousmodernliving.coml Seattle, WA Velocity lvelocityortonddesign.coml Viclaria, BC Gabriel RoS! 

(gabrielross.coml Washington, DC Apartment Zeio loportmenlzero.comJ www.vitro.com 
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I Story by Chloe Veltman 

Architectural Adventure 

I Photos by Bryce Duffy !My House 

When people ask architects Apurva Pande and 
Chin ma ya Misra where they live, they never get a 
straightforward answer. The couple's home lies at the 
end of a cul-de-sac somewhere between Culver City and 
West Adams-an amorphous zone west of downtown 
Los Angeles where angular streets rudely interrupt the 
city's regular grid. The neighborhood council is st ill 
trying to come up with a name for the area. "We live in 
an in-between of in-betweens," says Pande. "Given our 
penchant for complexity, this neighborhood really suits 
us perfectly." 

Most recent archltecture-school graduates content 
themselves with renting apartments for years until they 
generate enough money and professional kudos to buy 
or design their dream home. But Delhi, India, natives 
Pande and Misra decided, in spite of limited financial 

Pll••-.;;;i~~"'tiP!l!!l!l!liill!i.111!11!11!'2!111!Ji!l!lll!lilll•lll!lll!l;;•••••~r;es;ofiuP,r!lc~esia~n~dif!!u~l~l-!ti~m~·~ ot to wait. "We were keen 
re ctural career path, ... 
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I My House 

I 
I 

Seated in the light-soaked 
dining room (above), Pande 

enjoys the comforts of home. 
The Series 7 chairs are by 
Fritz Hansen and designed by 

Arne Jacobsen. The angular 
wood-clad addition (left) offers 
a sharp contrast to the concrete 
masonry exterior of the rest of 
the house. 6 p. 238 

--~~~~~~~~~~-'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ...... 

which renders inconceivable the possibility of architects 
fresh from school using their design education and 
training to build for themselves." says Pande, who used to 
work for Frank Gehry and is now striking out with Misra 
on their own. "We were inspired by the ideals of the '6os 
modernists who attempted to make modern design a way 
of life rather than an aspiration for the wealthy." 

So the couple, who were then in their late 20s, scoured 
the escalating Los Angeles housing market for a suitable 
fixer-upper for under $400,ooo. 'We were really down· 
and-out financially, with little cash and large student 
loans." says Misra, who was then working for the Jerde 
Partnership on large-scale retail and mixed-use projects. In 
the fall of 2003, after more than six months of searching, 
Pande and Misra spent just over $380,000 on a property 
so dilapidated that no one else bid on it. Then they set 
about making it their own. 

The journey from concept to completion was far from 
easy. The couple worked on the project for a full year 
without taking a single day off. "We ended up leading 
really wild Jekyll-and-Hyde lives. Overseeing construction 
during precision-timed lunch breaks and late evenings 
was harrowing on our bodies," says Misra. "Every week
end without fail we'd find ourselves taking naps inside 
our car in the Home Depot parking lot." The process 
also involved refinancing their home several times and 
maxing out ten credit cards. With the house barely a 
third of the way through completion, Pande and Misra's 
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contractor called and threatened a lien on the property 
if he didn't see a payment within ten days. The next day 
the couple's lender backed out from a planned remodel 
loan, because the property looked "unoccupied" to the 
appraiser. So the next night, Pande and Mi'Sra fashioned 
impromptu curtains out of bedsheets and hung ceiling 
lamps to make the house look like it was lived in. The 
plan didn't work. "We finally had to rely on our credit 
cards to carry us through," says Pande. "We dubbed the 
project 'The House of Cards.' Our credit rating hit rock 
bottom. It was very scary." 

Pande and Misra's new home is as multifaceted as 
their experience of constructing it. Built in 1950 on a 
6,700-square-foot lot as a blue-collar variant of the then

popular desert modern style. the r ,600-square-foot three· 
bedroom, two-bathroom house is atypical of Los Angeles 
residential properties in that it is mostly concrete. The 
angular, wood-accented white box stands out against 
the trees, nearby Ballona Creek (which the property 
abuts), and the neatly contoured lawn. From the concrete 
floors of the kitchen to the bed of gray pebbles in the 
living-room fireplace, a hip, urban aesthetic prevails 
here-influenced by the gallery scene of nearby Culver 
City. Indeed, the house itself is full of artwork, including 
Misra's own photographs and handmade paper. 

Pande and Misra began the renovation process by 
building a series of physical architectural models-
a technique Pande had used while working for Gehry. r ... 





I My House 

Not only did the models help the couple plan the design, 
but they also helped the contractor measure and cut 
all the complex timber members. studs. and joists. 
The shared vision was to "peel away the layers" of the 
house to create more light, ventilation, and space, using 
minimal walls and doors. Having sandblasted away the 
layer of yellow paint that covered the concrete masonry, 
Pande and Misra, with the help of their contractor, began 
replacing the original crumbling extension at the rear 
of the building with an airy new addition. This annex 
bridged the two disconnected wings of the house, creat
ing a single uninterrupted space. 

Though the external concrete armature of the building 
was strong, the interior walls were in poor condition. So 
the couple had their contractor gut the inside completely 
to leave an open shell. Pantle and Misra removed walls 
separating the old kitchen. pantry. and dining room, 
accenting the main living space with intersecting geo
metrical shapes. A cubist cluster of irregular triangular 
wedges leading up to a deep-set skylight now defines the 
space above the kitchen entrance. 

Other parts of the house were similarly designed to 
maximize natural light and space. Pande and Misra cre
ated a porous partition between the living room and the 
study with a system of floating bookshelves built into an 
enclave that allow access to books from either room as 
well as a view from one space into the o ther. The living 
room's partially exposed wooden joists and rafters create 
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Thanks to IKEA, Pande and 
Misra were able to furnish their 
new home after construction 

took most of their funds. The 
light and airy bedroom (above) 
and living room (left), however, 

would make great spaces 
regardless of furnishings. 

a feeling of additional height while warming the white 
walls. A huge storefront-style window in the living room 
frames the view of the trees outside. 

Pande and Misra reflect back on their year of construc
tion with a combination of relief and pride. Despite their 
financial woes, the flexibility and liquidity of the local 
housing market, coupled with the distance from what 
they describe as the "overinvolved cultural domain" of 
life in India, gave Pande and Misra the opportunity to 
realize their ambition more readily in Los Angeles than 
might have been possible back home. "Both of us have 
very educated, liberal, and opinionated families. Our 
freewheeling approach to getting into the property mar
ket was easier [when we were[ unencumbered by family 
ties," says Pande. "And the financial gambles we took 
were best kept between the two of us." 

The renovation ended up costing $100,000 ($30,000 

more than anticipated), so by the time it came to furnish
ing the home, IKEA was about the only viable furniture 
option. Not that Pande and Misra minded. "I'm a maniac 
about cleaning, and furniture just means more dust." 
says Misra. There's a beige couch with a couple of bright 
throw pillows, some light-colored wooden stools, a 
glass-topped rectangular dining table with four simple 
wooden chairs, Persian-style rugs scattered here and 
there, a low-slung bed, and that's about it. "We wanted 
the place to feel like a yard," says Misra. "The sort of 
space you can skateboard around." ~ 
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I My House 

How to Make My House 
Your House 
l'J Low-Slung Kitchen 
I KEA kitchen cabinets were installed at 

ground level rather than overhead to cre
ate a simple, uncluttered space in which 

to cook. A Kenmore cooking range and 

exhaust hood, and a stainless steel back

splash from Infinity Iron Works, a local, 
family-run business, were mounted above 

the stone counter. www.ikea.com I 
www.kenmore.com/ Infinity Iron Works: 

(310) 418-5234 

ti Open Shelving 
Pande and Misra created a system of open 

shelves and ledges on which to place 

artwork and trinkets without banging nails 

into walls. The ledges and shelves were 

fashioned from drywall sheathing over 

wood stud framing. 
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n Double-Action Slider 
A sliding door made out of a four-by

eight-foot stained plywood sheet from 

Home Depot, suspended from a custom

designed rail from Mc Master-Carr, helps 

maximize space in the guest bedroom. 

When the bathroom is not in use, the 
slider acts as a closet door. www.homede

pot.com I www.mcmaster.com 

0 A Bathroom with a View 
When construct ing a completely transpar

ent shower wall became unfeasible for 
safety reasons, Pande and Misra decided 

to install a large garden-framing window. 

Wood boards from Home Depot were cut 
to size, primed, and stained. The alumi

num window was custom-ordered from 

WindowMaster. www.windowmaster.com • 
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Make your life a little easier with the VTech mi6879. Call the kids on the intercom. transfer 

calls to other rooms, or go hands-free with the speakerphone. 5.8 GHz digital technology 

brings you greater clarity - and security. Expandable to up to 4 handsets, its compact size 

and stylish design make the mi6879 a perfect fit for everyone in your home. 

Where to buy? visit www.vtechphones.com vtech· 
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Mom's cranky. 

Dad's Irritable. 

The kids are grouchy. 

Everybody needs counseling. 

With an architect. 

How living quarters are designed can enhance quality of life. AIA architects 
assess things like usage patterns, flow and privacy needs to design spaces 
that work for the whole family. Whether you need to expand, remodel or build 
from scratch, call an architect early. So you all can enjoy home sweet home. 
To find an AIA architect, visit www.aia.org. Good design m akes a difference. 

- THE AMERICAN 
~~t~: INSTITUTE ·-=· OF ARCHITECTS 
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On September 29, 2005, 
18 teams of graduate and 
undergraduate students from 
around the world began setting 
up their solar-powered homes 
on the National Mal l for the 
Department of Energy- spon
sored Solar Decathlon, which 
ran from October 7 to 16, 
2005, and attracted over 

100,000 visitors. 

Let the Sun Shine In 
Although the University of Colorado Buffaloes foot
ball team fell short during bowl season, another dynasty 
is afoot at the idyllic Boulder campus. In October 2005, 

the University of Colorado team defended its champion
ship at the Solar Decathlon, a nine-day-long competi tion 
hosted by the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington, 
D.C. After taking the crown at the inaugural decathlon in 
2002 and again this past autumn, University of Colorado 
faculty advisor and professor fulee Herdt is starting to 
look like the foe Paterno of collegiate architecture. 

Teams from the United States, Puerto Rico, Canada, 
and Spain made the trek to D.C. to erect their small, 
sofar-powered houses, transforming the soggy fields 
on the National Mall between Smithsonian museums 
into a high-tech village. The r8 teams competed in ten 
categories to build the most attractive, effective, and 
energy-efficient solar houses. Each house- a modest 
two-person dwelling replete with home office and the 
latest in energy-efficient appliances- was designed to 

I Story by Aaron Britt I Off the Grid 

absorb sunlight, which was converted into electricity 
and stored in batteries. 

More than just an architecture competition, the Solar 
Decathlon is an open-to-the-public trade show boasting 
the latest in solar and energy-saving technologies (some 
pioneered by the contestants themselves) that you can 
actually imagine using in your own home. In sponsoring 
the event, the Department of Energy wants to spread the 
gospel of solar power-a message we hope was heard a 
few blocks east at the Capitol. 

With teams already lining up for the 2007 and 2009 
competitions, we wondered what happened to the 2005 

houses that impressed us with their ingenuity, style, and 
eco-savvy construction. Are these solar-powered gems 
finding homes of their own? 

Virginia Tech's translucent home took first place in 
both the Dwelling and Architecture categories, netting a 
perfect score in the latter. The concave swoosh of a roof 
suggested the sun-drenched drive-throughs of mid-20th• 
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Virginia Tech's VT Solar 
scored the highest in both the 
Architecture and Dwelling cat
egories. The south, east, and 
west walls are constructed of 
two panels of thin translucent 
polycarbonate, which was filled 

with aerogel insulation. LEDs, 
which can display a range of 
millions of colors, light the 
panels from within. Like all 
Solar Decathlon entries, the VT 
Solar is powered by an exten
sive battery array. 

century California, but the translucent walls, which 
became glowingly opaque by night, were the real stars. 

Professor Bob Schubert, one of the team's advisors, tells 
us that the house is due to hit the road after a lengthy 
stay on the Virginia Tech campus. "It's a highly mobile 
house and our goal is to move it around the state, to 
take it on tour." This dreamy little domicile will make 
stops at the Science Museum of Virginia in Richmond, 
the Belmont Bay Science Center in Woodbridge, and the 
National Building Museum in D.C. 

"We want to study the long-term performance of the 
house," says Schubert. "What we did on the Mall was 
great, but we really want to see how this house will do 
down the road." 

California Polytechnic State University had the longest 
overland journey for their entry, hence their emphasis on 
portability and the so-called "one-truck solution." Their 
highly mobile modular home captured third place and, 
perhaps more importantly, found an application that is 
as humanitarian as it is utilitarian. Professor Rob Pena 
says of his students' design, "We've been in conversation 
with a Pakistani developer in the U.K. to do earthquake
relief housing in Pakistan. They want the team involved 
with the solar electric part of their project." ~ 
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I Off the Grid 

The University of Colorado's 
BioS(h)IP is named for the 
team's invention, a recycled 
wastepaper- and-soy insulation 
system called Bio-SIPs. After 
nine days of competition, it 
won first place. 

90 Dwell June 2006 

He con tinues, "They're thinking of a pared-down 
version of what we presented at the Solar Decathlon. 
They imagine that most of the heating will be done by 
wood-burning stoves, and the solar panels would be used 
for refrigeration, light ing, and appliances." The relief 
houses wouldn't feature all the amenities found in the 
Solar Decathlon design, but by virtue of being portable 
and independent oflocal infrastructure, they could be 
a per fect fit for those in need of immed iate shelter. 

And what have the reigning sun kings of the 
University of Colorado done with their house since the 
com petition? 

Herdt says that the nautically christened BioS(h)JP was 

sold before the com pet ition even got under way on the 
Mal l. "The house was pre-sold to Prospect New Town, a 
New Urban ist developme nt in Longmont, Colorado." But 
the Boulder builders are hardly resting on their laurels: 
"We want to keep makin g homes that inspire us, keep us 
protected, and pay the bills." 

With Colorado and other contenders already signed up 
for the 2007 competition, the forecast is decidedly sunny.• 

Sunlight Express 

Americans expend as much energy on 

transportation as they do on powering their 

homes. Unfortunately, solar cars are still 

in the experimental phase, just ahead of 

rocket packs and a Stargate in the futuristic

transportation queue. So the honchos at the 

Solar Decathlon decided to use electric cars 

instead, and- you guessed it- the houses 

had to provide all the juice. 

One of the ten judging categories was 

Getting Around, in which the solar houses 

had to convert enough sunlight into energy 

to run the houses and drive their cars around 

town. The greater the number of miles logged 

each day, the more points the teams stood 

to earn. 

The winner of this category was again 

the University of Colorado, who set a Solar 

Decathlon record, travel ing a total of 318.8 

miles. The decathlon organizers provided a 

GEM e4 electric car to each team, and from 

there it was off to the races. A team member 

notes: "Our house could actually be made 

for tens of thousands of dollars less, but the 

collection system was oversized to get more 

energy to run the car." - A.B. 
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In 5.2 seconds, 

STEREOTYPES ARE 

® GIVES MORE TO THE DRIVER. TAKES LESS FROM THE WORLD. 



OBLITERATED. 

v Introducing the Lexus GS 450h. A lot can happen in 5 .2 seconds~t Like effortlessly reaching 60 miles per hour. 
v 

v Which is exactly how long it will take you to see Lexus Hybrid Drive as not just better for the environment, but as 

a whole new way to propel an automobile forward. Faster. Smoother. Silently. Worki119 seamlessly together, an 

LEXUS HYBRID DRIVE 
invigorating V6 gas engine and a dynamic electric motor produce 339 horsepower" -equivalent to many V8s. 

' When you inevitably find the need to apply your brakes, the energy created is stored for future power. It's an elegant 
An electric motor and a gas engine , 
worktogetherswiftly.seamlessly. , solution for the demands of the driver, as well as for the future of the world. Learn more at lexus.com/GSHybrid. 
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Showers Likely 
Whether you want to replace your drizzly dud or indulge in a decadent 
deluge, these showerheads will wash your ills away. 

While apartment hunting earlier this year, I devel
oped a concise system for evaluating potential units. 
Any apartment I moved into needed only to possess the 
following attributes: hardwood floors. a natural light 
source, and a bathtub. The first was merely an aesthetic 
preference, but the latter were essential to the life of my 
plants and myself. This may be why, when the broker 
first showed me what would become my new home, 
I didn't notice that the showerhead was placed, rather 
awkwardly, beneath a window or that it fell slightly 
below eye level when I was standing in the tub. This 
meant that anyone exceeding the height of five feet four 
inches (which is perfectly average. I might add) would 
have to engage in some serious contortionism to rinse 
and repeat. But I ended up living with this weak-willed, 
temperamental Halfling of a shower, because for me, 
a dedicated soaker, a shower is not the sine qua non 
of everyday hygiene, but rather a stopgap measure. 

For most people, however, the daily drench is what 
gets them out of bed and off to work in a timely manner. 
And while many are willing to tolerate quirky plumbing 
and flaccid streams in order to get clean, it is undeniable 
that a good showerhead can be life-altering- what was 
once conceived as a utilitarian, more efficient alternative 
to the hedonistic bath has now become a luxury item 
in its own right, embellished by modern manufacturers 
with assorted permutations on the massage, the down· 
pour, and the pulse. All these bells and whistles can be 
confusing. so Dwell asked Leonard Koren. "anti-hard
ware" author of Undesigning the Bath and founder of Wet: 
The Magazine of Gourmet Bathing, to help us get back to 
the basics of getting well and truly soaked: "I might not 
know that much about towel racks," says Koren, "but I've 
actually taken many showers in my life. When it comes 
to showerheads, I'm somewhat of an authority- as are 
millions of other people, I suppose." • 
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B Dornbracht MEM (28 568 780) What We· Think: Dornbracht sets the 

$446- $968 I www.dornbracht.com industry standard for attractive, functional 

8-inch diameter; 112-inch valve requirement hardware. A ceiling mount is not an option 

Expert Opinion: Despite its being mounted for everyone, and this showerhead, despite 

at an angle, this delivered the most vigorous being designed to be ceiling mounted, works 

and satisfying stream of water. I'd say it max- well in the more common 45-degree configu-

imized the water pressure. In terms of being ration. Its utilization of standard water flow 

an object, it's okay. It's not too pretentious. makes it a clean, sophisticated addition to 

This one seems to be the best engineered. any bathroom. 

• • ; ; a n d o. \#fynd 816/082/150 

• • • $114-$234 I ww,w.jadousa.com . . . . . . . 
• • • 3-mch diameter; 1/2-mch valve requirement; 

• • • • 2.2 gpm at 80 psi 

• • • • • • • C:xpert Opinion: This one is okay. It has 
• • 

matter. It' s very bulbous. For people who are 

totally unadventurous, it comes wi th these 

pictograms that demonstrate the kinds of 

streams you're going to get, which seems 

pretty redundant. 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• • • three inodes: one that's basical ly the water 

• • • • • • • • ~ing down full force with VJ:.ry l ittle 

• • • • . alteration in the stream, theJine stream, 

• • • and then the massage strea'l'. It's your 

• • • • • •• basic- if slightly fancy-sh werpead. It 's 

• • • . not so attractive to me, but hat'~ a personal 

• • • • • 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• • • 

. ansgrohe-usa.com 

14-inch diameter; 3/4-inch valve require

ment; 2.5 gpm at 80 psi 

Expert Opinion: This feels nice because 

it builds up pressure from being squished 

• into a small cavity. When I was doing a book 

• about Japanese fashion, I was talking to 

• lssey Miyake and he made a very good point: 

• • e" Price is part of t he design." Meaning that 

• • 
• • • • • •• 
~ • B 'Barber Wilsons & Co. Ltd. PS 45 

• • $238--$ 555 I www.barwil.co.uk 

• 10.inch diameter; 3/4-inch valve requirement 

• • • !xpert Opinion: This is appealing aestheti-

• • • e cally and philosophically because it's really 

• • just a glorified bucket with holes in it. At first 

• • &lance, It looks like a very high-end, fancy 

• • thing, but it's so low-tech that it's appealing, 

especially if it's mounted from the ceiling. 

There's something that is attuned with natu-

B Grohe 28 373 

$350· $46 0 I www grohecatalog.com 

8-inch diameter; 1/2-inch valve requirement; 

2.5 gpm at 80 psi 

Expert Opinion: This has a very satisfying, 

gently rounded stream of water. Because it's 

on this 45-degree angle [instead of mounted 

on the ceiling], some of the water tends to 

bead up and fall off the edge. But it's very 

well engineered, and I really like the thin-

What We Think: We can't help but feel 

the various modes are a little gimmicky, 

and we'd rather leave the massaging to 

real hands. The design leaves a bit to be 

desired- or, rather, we desire that it be a 

l ittle less present in our shower. 

if it does a superior job, but costs 80 times 

as much, then it might sti ll fail as a design . 

What We Think: Hansgrohe makes beauti

ful products. The way that this is engineered, 

with the air pushed into each water droplet, 

the stream does feel especially pleasant 

coming down. The size of this product sug

gests indulgence, and they' re asking a lot 

of a 2.5-gallon-per-minute flow rate with 

so much surface area to cover. 

ral principles; it's not a technological marvel. 

What We Think: We agree: There's some

thing sort of transcendental about this 

showerhead. The stream feels very natural, 

like being caught in a pleasant rainstorm . 

Because it's an empty chamber that fills with 

water and trickles down, pressure doesn't 

affect its force. That said, since the water 

pressure is a constant, the stream is perhaps 

a little too gentle. 

ness-it's kind of nice that it 's so skinny. 

If one chooses to mount it on the ceiling, it 

would be perfect. 

What We Think: Though the logo disrupts 

the clean look of this showerhead, it remains 

an undeniably sleek design. Operating on a 

half-inch valve, this showerhead maximizes 

water flow-one doesn't feel the need to 

remove flow restrictors, which is good for the 

user and even better for the environment. • 
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Find inspiration for your deck everywhere. 

Except ot her backyards. 

Built by The Wood Moster at Los Angeles County 

Arboretum&! Boronic Gorden. David R Kolb. AIA. Architecture 

Imagine your perfect space. Trex can make it a reality with 

more preferred styles. colors and finishes - all backed by 

a 25-yeor warranty. And because Trex lasts longer and is 

easier to core for than wood. you con look forward to years 

of worry-free enjoyment. For help in designing the deck 

of your dreams. coll 1-800-BUY-TREX. 

ext. 1351. or start now at mytrexdeck.com. 
Trex· 
Create Your Space~ 
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I Nice Modernist 

Thanks to the urging of their 
kids, Ronen and Binah, Susan 
Bodnar and David Schatsky 
are now looking forward to a 
happier, healthier, and more 
environmentally friendly home. 
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I Story by Shonquis Moreno I Photo by Martien Mulder 

Teach Your Parents Well 
Imagine this: You're a professional couple who, 
having just bought a condo in Manhattan, wonder 
whether to flip it or renovate it. You're finally thawing 
from winter and your son, fresh from a school lesson 
about global warming, suggests you not use air-condi
tioning this summer. You try it; it's not so bad. So you 
decide, with a limited budget and an architect found on 
craigslist.org, to renovate in an environmentally friendly 
way in the middle of New York City. 

Sounds unlikely, but it's a true story. In May 2005, 

Susan Bodnar and David Schatsky asked architects 
Normal Projects to green their prewar apartment and 
their contemporary lives. Encouraged by the enthusiasm 
of eight-year-old Ronen, whom Schatsky calls "a militant 
environmentalist," and six-year-old Binah, they did the 
research that enabled them to go green without going 
into the red. 

Architects Kari Anderson and Michael Chen began 
by looking for ways to minimize demolition and avoid 

waste, replacing damaged wood in the parquet floor, 
for instance, instead of scrapping the whole thing. By 
creating a corridor running the length of the apartment 
and a series of sliding doors that divides the space for 
privacy or opens it to the circulation of air and people, 
they amplified existing light and eliminated the need 
for air-conditioning. Potent ial finishes include carbon
ized bamboo and reclaimed hardwoods, recycled plastics 
(3form ecoresin), recycled paper (Richlite, paperboard, 
and wheatboard), and ceramic tile made by local, small
scale producers. Other products are being selected to 
foster a clean environment inside the apartment without 
hurting the one outside: Gaggenau's ventless kitchen 
hood will filter cooking fumes, and a ductless condenser 
dryer by Miele will use minimal energy. 

"There is going to come a time," Bodnar says, "when a 
lot of people will have to make little decisions like this." 

Little decisions made by a lot of people can change 
the world. • 
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Shanghai's bright lights provide 

a stellar view of the Bund 
(opposite), looking north up the 
boulevard of fabulous, century

old brownstones and colonial 
edifices that once marked the 
wealthiest district in Asia. In 
the Taikang Lu district (below 

left), there are some great fur
niture and art finds to be had. 
People's Park (below right) is 
located in what was once the 

British Jockey Club. 

Pead of the Orient, Paris of the East. For a fran tic, 
freewheeling century and a half, Shanghai was the 
wildest, wealthiest, flashiest city in Asia-the rival of 
any world capital. Shanghai's bustling port shipped 
Chinese silk and porcelain from workshops along the 
Yangtze River to every corner of the globe. Western 
visitors were captivated by the crowded, chaotic, yet 
thoroughly cosmopolitan city. Foreign powers carved 
out concession zones featuring their own cafes, clubs, 
police forces, and legions of prostitutes. You can still 
stroll the charming tree-lined quarters with distinctive 
French, British, even American estates. 

From the early l8oos through the mid-r9oos, Shanghai 
may not have been quite as flamboyant as films like 
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom suggest, but, lacking 
entry regulations and with few restrictions, this was a 
wide-open city unlike any in the world. Pioneers from 
around the globe poured in, creating a uniquely inter
national place, with newspapers and performances 
in spectacular art deco theaters in a dozen languages. 
Splendid colonial architecture rose along a riverfront 
promenade called the Bund that contrasted delightfully 
with traditional tile-roofed Chinese dwellings, creating 
a unique fusion of East and West. Food, fashion, and 
music blended in a similar spirit. 

World War II brought an abrupt end to the glory era, 
and the Communist Party takeover in 1949 introduced 
decades of austerity. Nowadays, Shanghai is again a 

world center, with a hyperkinetic skyline of gleaming 
high-rises, and a buzz factor that cannot be beat. This is 
all a far cry from the city that greeted 44-year-old lawyer, 
developer, and avid art collector Handel Lee in r 98 r. 

"Everything seemed so different," says Lee, who was 
then a student traveling with his mother, who was from 
Beijing, and his father, who was raised in Shanghai. "It 
was my first time in China and I remember how crowded 
it was, and so hot. There were lots of people everywhere, 
sleeping on the streets. Apartments were so small and 
basic. Everything was so dark, so dank." 

Lee returned to his home near Washington, D.C., and 
completed his law degree, but frequently visited China. 
Finally, in 1991, he moved to Beijing to help launch the 
mainland operation of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom, one of the first big international law firms to open 
up in China. He's been practicing law in China ever 
since and is now on the management committee of 
King & Wood. Yet his key impact in China has been 
outside the courtroom. 

Lee is one of the top patrons of art, music, food, and 
fashion in China, but his first foray into the complicated 
world of Shanghai architecture came in 2000. Working 
with architect Michael Graves, Lee was the driving force 
behind the redevelopment of Three on the Bund- a 
seven-story showroom housing Shanghai's top art gal
leries and restaurants-helping kick off a building spree 
that has no end in sigh t. .. 
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How did Three on the Bund come to be? 

It real ly came together by coincidence. The 

build ing belonged to some overseas Chinese 

friends in Indonesia. They had had the 

build ing for three years. Originally, they were 

going to use it for offices. In 1999, I called 

to wish them a Merry Christmas. When I told 

them I was looking to open my next art gal 

lery in Shanghai, they told me to have a look 

[at their building]. 

I walked in and thought, Wow! Remember, 

this was the 1990s. Nothing had changed 

on the Bund since 1949. All the build ings 

survived, but they were shoe stores, offices, 

or shuttered. I called them back and said I 

would love to do something, but I thought we 

should do it as a complete project, for the 

whole building, with restaurants, art gal ler

ies. and shops dedicated to art and the new 

standard for what China could be. " 

The decade-old YY Club (left) 
is still one of the best places 
in the city to hear underground 
music and have a drink. The 
roof of New Heights restau
rant in the Three on the Bund 
complex (below) offers a stellar 
view across the Huangpu 
River of Pudong, the futuristic 
district of Shanghai- including 
the Oriental Pearl Tower at left. 
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The project took several years and reportedly 

cost over $50 million. Critics thought you 

were crazy and said you would lose your shirt. 

How do you feel now? 

Well, we were the first to do a project on the 

Bund. Now you look up and down the Bund, 

and there is so much under way, but when we 
arrived, we were real pioneers. The rea l thrill 

is the impact. With the Bund, we were like 
the spark that ignited everything. 

But I feel we were I ucky. As overseas 

Chinese, we had grown up in places where 

we had the freedom to experience the best of 

what the world had to offer. All of us grew up 

with these stories of the rich history of China, 

of what it had achieved over t housands of 

years of unbroken civilization. Now, we had 

a chance to come back and bring the best to 

China again. Al l along, what I wanted to do 

was bring up the standard in Shanghai, and 

China. I wanted to move people, not only with 

the art and architecture, but also the food, 

fashion, and everything else they had been 

missing out on in recent years. 

What other structures on the Bund do 
you like? 

TtJe""i&'"are a lot of projects, but nothing I've 

ocks me out. There is great old .. 

A skyscraper in the Puxi 
district towers over typical 
stone houses, or shikumen, 
found only in Shanghai. 
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architecture everywhere you look, but we'll 

have to wait on the new developments, l ike 

the big Peninsula hotel project (a refurbish

ment of the old British consulate, planned 

to open in 2009), which are coming to the 

Bund. All of the activity is excit ing but we' ll 

have to see what they do. 

What about other architecture around 

Shanghai-what stands out? 

The Jin Mao Tower by SOM. I real ly like 

that building. It's the tallest bui lding in 

Shanghai (and all of China), but it's special 

in its design. It's so elegant. I love the skin, 

the exterior, the way it moves and kind of 

undulates. It's beautiful . You put that next 

to Taipei 101 [the recently completed tallest 

bui lding in the world; Jin Mao is fourth], and 

you see what is elegant and what is garish . ... 

The main gallery at the 
Shanghai Art Museum (left) 
offers ample opportunity to 
gauge the modern art scene in 
China today. Below, looking 
down through the 30-story 
atrium at the Grand Hyatt Hotel 
Shanghai. The hotel is perched 
in the uppermost floors of 
the exquisite Jin Mao Tower, 
designed by Adrian Smith of 
SOM. At 1,378 feet, it is the 
tallest buildi ng in China. 
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YY used to be the only spark of creativity, 

with a basement that had t he only alterna

tive art and music in the city. The place 

has changed, but I stil l like to go to YY, 

especial ly late at night. 

You've brought Shanghai some of its fines·t 

restaurants. Do you ever slum it and eat 

street food? 

I love the dim sum in Yanqing Lu. I love the 

sheng jianbao, incredibly delicious soup 

dumplings, but made from a dry dough. And 

the fan tuanzi is fantastic. That's glutinous 

rice that has been flattened and stuffed with 

dried meat and fried, then rolled into a bal l. 

What about your favorite drink? 

Green tea. In China, green tea is the way to 

go-and a lot of wine. • 

Dim sum in Lee's old neighbor

hood of Yanqing Lu (left). From 
the rooftops is the best way to 

take in a view of the People's 
Park (below). Shanghai's enor

mous international community 
gathered there for some of the 
biggest races in the world. The 
concave roof structure is the 
Shanga1 Grand Theater. 
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The Stockholm Furniture Fair has cemented itself as a must-see 
stop on the map of contemporary design. Companies, designers, 
students, and regular old design fans from across the globe visit 
these Nordic latitudes each February to see and show the latest in 
contemporary wares. This year, intimacy, recycling, redesign, and 
retro stylings were the themes du jour. Full of optimism, a belief 
in the future , and a strong emphasis on diversity, t he Swedes once 
again proved that it's worth donning that heavy coat and wool gloves 
and making a trip north for a fresh perspective on the world. 
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D Furniture Fair Bar 
by Front Design 
If you've ever been to a trade 
show. you know that at the 
end of the day (or beginning or 
middle), you could certainly use 
a drink. In Stockholm, visitors 
in search of adult beverages 
were able to lounge around on 
enormous soft, black cushions 
surrounded by trees, pigs, and 
horses. www.frontdestgn.se 

llJ Rocking Chair 2 
by Moa J antze 
Designed by Moa Jantze, 
with embroidery by her mother, 
Ann, this funky, nostalgic chair 
combines 19th-century patterns 
with a simple production tech· 
nique in an intergenerational 
joint venture. 
www.moajantze.com 

6 Ava Table by Marta Friman 
for Materia 
Architect and furniture 
designer Marta Friman is 
known for taking anonymous 
pieces of furniture and giving 
them leading roles in her 
design of spaces. With Ava, 
she combines a simple table 
and naked liglltbulb. The soft 
lines and hard plastic, together 
with the bright yellow surface, 
provide a unique tension 
between the ordinary and the 
out of place. A hole in one, 
both literally and figuratively. 
www.materia.se 

liJ Glamorous by Night 
by Ida Wanler 
This slick little table lamp 
hides a chandelier in a body 
of plastic, creating a dynamic 
contrast between strict func
t ionality and the ornamental 
form. www.idawanler.com ~ 



SIEMENS 

>> sophisticated design. 
German engineered. 

Feel rejuvenated without feeling shallow. Intelligent xTronic"' ranges combine patented threeD 
surround convection"' cooking with nine pre-programmed cooking modes, to make cooking 
fast, easy and impressive. Equally intelligent hiDefinition'" dishwashers feature a patented digital 
hydroSensor,"' innovative soundCheck"' noise reduction system and more, to make cleanup thorough. 
energy-efficient and ultra-silent. Even so, it wouldn't bother us at all if you ignored their intelligence 
ond judged them strictly on the way they looked. www.siemens-home.com • 1-877-408-8665 

©2005 BSH Home Appliances Corporation. ENERGY STAR is a U.S. registered trademark. Good Design Award awarded 
by The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture and Design. 51058-14-60105· 1 

I 
See the full line of intelligent Siemens appliances 
at Best Buy. Visit bestbuy.com to find a store near 
you or to purchase online. 

i 
wall ovens 

Siemens. forward thinking » 



I what We Saw 

CJ 
·j> .,.. (/ . 

~< ; ,. 
• r .# 

4· ~ ..... -,.. I' __ , .;; 

.:$ 'f' 

120 Dwell June 2006 

.... -.,,. 
' 

0 Forest by Katrin Greiling 
for Offecct 

Established Swedish furniture 
and design company Offecct 

introduced their partner-
ship with r ising design star 
Katrin Greiling by launching 
Forest. A sort of room-form
ing-and-dividing device made 
of aluminum arches, Forest 

takes its inspiration from the 
Swedish woodlands. Greiling 
also designed the lush brown 

felt carpet and colorful mobile 
floor lamps around which Forest 
was set. www.offecct.se 

6 Snow White and the 
Seven Small Sumo Wrestlers 
by Anna-Karin Garhamn 

The fair provided great insight 

into Sweden's cultural preoc
cupations. Young designer 
Ann-Karin Garhamn laid out 

this installation consist ing 
of seven cushions with sumo 
prints and a wall installation 
featuring a slumbering Snow 
White being watched over by 
her manga-inspired guardians. 
garhamn80@hotmail .com 

Ill Yellow Brent Chair by Bjorn 
Dahlstrom for David Design 
Dahlst rOm's little masterpiece 

won Best in Show. The propor
t ional yet unorthodox design 
is a perfect example of what 

has come to be called "stealth 
aesthetics." In an homage to 
Verner Panton, Dahlstrom has 
gone beyond the ordinary with 
this long seat designed for 
more flexible, relaxed sitting. 
www.daviddesign.se 

CJ Don't Feed the Swedes 
Table by Andreas Aaltonen and 
Gustaf Kjiellin 

Made from recycled, glued
together ping-pong balls, this 
coffee table is a not-so-subtle 
swipe at Sweden's obsession 
with table tennis. Though this 
wou ld add a touch of class 
(and humor) to any living room, 

it 's doubtfu l that it can help 

bring a gold medal in the next 
summer Olympics. 
www.dontfeedtheswedes.com • 
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I Conversation 

At home in Palm Springs, artist 
Jim lsermann is hard at work on 
one of his recent installations: 
a construction fence made of 
chain-link panels and 40,000 
plastic Put-In-Cups, created for 
UCLA's Hammer Museum. 
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I Story by Natasha Boas I Photo by Darcy Hemley 

Patterned Perfection 

Many contemporary visual artists are mining the 
reservoirs of design history in their art practice. Museum 
exhibitions on the conflation of "art" and "design" 
abound, generating new discourses and practices that 
blur critical distinctions between the two realms. One 
of the artists who has been at the vanguard of these con
cerns is Palm Springs, California-based Jim lsermann. 

Over the last 25 years, lsermann has combined the 
functional and the aesthetic in complex but surpris
ingly undidactic work that has consistently provoked 
questions about the status of art and design. Focusing on 
the fertile exchange of visual information between high 
art and postwar industrial design, lsermann has created 

(among other work) wall hangings, handmade woven 
rugs and tiles, and vacuum-molded wall modules that 
seem to celebrate-in the boldest sense-idealized 
and unmediated visual pleasure. 

Today, Isermann divides his work between large
scale commissions like a 9,000-pound chandelier 
for Genentech Hall, in University of California, San 
Francisco's Mission Bay Campus; gallery shows; and new 
projects, which include the most recent iT House decals 
and a graphic pattern for fashion designer Trina Turk's 
spring line. On the occasion of his recent Deitch Projects 
show in New York, we thought it was the perfect time to 
check in with Isermamn . ... 

C. pyr g t rr r I 



eco I NTELLIG ENCE e 

This is Eco Intelligent Polyester 
for Seating and Panel Fabrics. 
Created by Victor with McDonough Braungart Design Chemistry's 
Cradle to Cradle Design protocol, Eco Intelligent Polyester 1s safe 
for environmental and human health. A new, advanced technology. 
Antimony-free, sustainable, and created with optimized dyestuffs and 
chemicals. Designed to be perpetually recycled into new fabric at the 
end of its useful life. That's what innovative design is all about. 

Designing the most advanced and ecologically intelligent fabrics 
in the world - that's our passion. 

victor-innovatex.com/ecointelligence 
Request samples from our jobber accounts. 
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An artist who designs for 
utility as well as for aesthet
ics, lsermann designed these 

ceramic tiles, which were man· 
ufactured by Heath Ceramics 
and installed at this apartment 
complex in North Hollywood. 

124 Dwell June 2006 

1 

I 
J 

Unlike the artists in last year's Cooper-Hewitt exhibition 

"Design >' Art," which feat ured functional designs by visual 

artists l ike Donald Judd, Dan Flavin, and Rachel Whiteread, 

your work engages with design on another level. I see your 

Corvi-Mora modular wall, for example, as a portal to under

standing your work. It looks commercially fabricated, but 

is in fact handmade. 

Fabrication of work for gallery shows creates a conun
drum for me because it raises all those old questions for 
viewers as to whether the work is "art" or "design." I work 
with commercial manufacturers and art fabricators, and 
I make work by hand, depending on the project. Many 
artists work with fabricators, but they don't make art that 
exists in this no-man's land between art and design. Yes, 
at first glance the Corvi-Mora wall looks like it is com
mercially fabricated, but in fact I spent six months mak
ing the I I 2 modules myself. They are hand-painted and 
there is a degree of imperfection and difference between 
them. Like a lot of my practice, the work is not exactly 
what you initially think it is. 

Your work has a very strong effect on its audience. I see it 

more in the tradition of installation and site-specific art than 

design, which further compli1cates what you do. 

It's true that what I do is very open-ended. I design, or 
I propose, or I make something that functions in a space 
and has a dual or multiple purpose because it functions 
as art but does not knock you over the head as being 
art- or as having an impenetrable concept. It is about 
a particular quality of experience. 

I approach art making, and especially the commis
sioned work, from a pragmatic point of view. I want to do 
the best within the given limitations and give something 
that has a slow, long-term 'enjoyment that resonates with 
its site. When you live with something day in and day 
out, you become attached to it in another way. 

Where do you situate yourself on the modernist map? 

"Modern" is a word that has many different meanings 
and is often misused. I used to really be fascinated by 
work like Verner Panton's that existed between modern 
and postmodern. He made the leap, left behind the sterile 
materials that all the architects were using, and took 
on new synthetic materials that were all about colors 
and shapes. It was no longer about ergonomics and 
organic materials. Instead, he invented a supersaturated 
color theory and was famous for saying, "One sits more 
comfortably on a color one likes." I love that stuff. It 
exists for reasons other than the modern rules. It doesn't 
do that postmodern thing, looking backwards- it is very 
optimistic and forward-looking. "" 
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lsermann's diverse oeuvre 
ranges from a gallery installa· 
lion of polystyrene pieces (top) 
to well-trod vinyl entry mats for 
an art museum (above). 

You mentioned that you visited artist Donald Judd's home 

and that, in your view, he really was an interior decorator. He 

made furniture and was obsessive about placement. Do you 

identify with the term " interior decorator''? 

I cavalierly use the word "decorator": I am old enough 
to have grown up without openly gay role models. 
Homosexuals were accepted as florists, hairdressers, and, 
yes, interior decorators. I am not very militantly gay, but 
when I identify myself as a decorator it is as close as I get 
to being so. I do think my work has a gay melancholy or 
sensibility that is very difficult to talk about, and is not 
available to all. 

The art critic Dave Hickey has referred to your work as having 

a "utopian optimism" that is "e.ssentially domestic" and of 

the moment. Can you address the idea of utopia? 

I guess I do aim for the perfect ideal. The early work was 
about the failure of modernism's utopia to solve all the 
problems with good design for a1J. So there is a built-in 
melancholy of that not being achieved. With some of 
my newer work, there is the physical reality of human 
imperfection in hand-fabricating modules. Ultimately, 
I still believe in the pragmatic populist ideal that noth· 
ing is beneath being improved by being well designed. 
And I continue to remake the world piece by piece, 
object by object. • 
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Cooler ceramic exterior enhances safety, helps avoid poolside bums 

Perfect for grilling, smoking and baking 

800-plus degree heat produces steakhouse searing 
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Turkeys, nbs, chicken, burgers, fish & veggies - the EGG does 
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I Story by Amos Klausner I Archive 

Even after switching to more 
industrial production processes, 
Edith Heath (left) never shied 
away from using a pottery 

wheel in her endless search for 
new forms. 

These hand-thrown pieces 
(above), finished with a manga
nese engobe that gives the work 
its dark luster, were exhibited 

at the Oakland Museum of 
California back in 1950. 

When Edith Heath died this past December, at the 
age of 94, she left behind a treasured legacy as a dedi
cated studio potter, a gifted industrial designer, and the 
owner of one of the few rem aining American potteries, 
Heath Ceramics. Step inside the energetic little factory 
in Sausalito, California, just over the Golden Gate Bridge 

from San Francisco, and you can see, through a slight haze 
of clay dust, Heath's influence up and down the produc
tion floor. From the 90 different dinnerware shapes she 
designed- most of which .are still in production- to the 
lively and organic tile experiments that hang from every 
wall, Heath's presence and persistence is a dense tapestry 
of clay and color. 

Edith Heath helped put Ca lifornia ceramics on the map- imbuing 
pottery with the mellow tones of mid-century modernism so preva
lent at the time. Despite her death in December of 2005, her legacy 
is firmly intact and her inf! uence on the worlds of architecture and 
design is as evident today as it was in the '60s. 

Growing up in rural Iowa during the Depression, Heath 
didn't fully develop her artistic skills until she landed in 
Chicago, where she studied with Bauhaus master Llszl6 
Moholy-Nagy at the School of Design. Teaching classes 
for the Federal Art Project helped pay the bills during the 
lean years but paid bigger dividends when she met (and ~ 
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A hallmark of Heath's work was 
her ability to create and control 
speck development through a 
fusing of clay and glaze that 
she called "melting through." 
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soon married) one of her coworkers, Brian Heath. In 194 
the newlyweds moved to San Francisco, where Edith 
added to wha t little ceramics education she had by audit
ing classes at the California School of fine Arts (now the 
San Francisco Art Institute). Mesmerized by the mate
rial's malleabili ty and substance, Heath convinced the 
University of California at Berkeley to host a yearlong 
intensive course on the complicated science of ceramic 
chemistry, attacking the subject matter with a scientific 
zeal rarely seen outside the lab. 

Knowing that clay formulas had a big impact on the 
aesthetic qualities of pottery, Heath turned her back on 
p remixed commercial clays, which she cailed "gutless," 
and cast a wider net for more distinctive ingredients. 
Motoring from clay pit to brickyard to sewer-pipe fac
tory, Heath collected samples, brought them back to her 
small studio, and tested each for porosity, shrinkage, and 
strength. Recalling the search she explained, "I was look
ing for a clay that nobody knew anything about, that had 

_,,, . 

evelop, that 
would be expressive of the region. So I began working 
with California clays that would turn out looking like 
something that nobody else had ever made." 

Her distinctive stoneware clay body was character
ized by its low firing temperature and heavy percentages 
of manganese, which, when matched with her elegant, 
understated glazes, gave her work a rare speckled 
pattern. Jermayne MacAgy, the acting director of the 
California Palace of the Legion of Honor museum, 
took one look at Heath's hand-thrown dinnerware and 
immediately offered her an exhibition. The show opened 
in September of r944, and within a few months Heath 
was selling her work at exclusive outlets like Gum p's, 
Bullock's, Marshall Field's, and Neiman Marcus. A year 
later, with a national dis tribution agreement in hand, 
Edith officially established Heath Ceramics, with Brian 
as business manager, accountant, and shipping clerk. 

The Heaths quickly expanded their production .,.. 
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The Heaths established their 
busy little factory on the top 
floor of an old warehouse in 
the heart of scenic Sausalito. 
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facilities and capabilities, moving their start-up to the 
bohemian enclave of Sausalito, where they began to 
integrate light-industrial applications like jiggering and 
slip casting to meet ever-growing demand. Reacting to 
criticism often heard from other studio potters who said 
she was selling out, Heath replied, "Good design doesn't 

depend upon whether something is made by hand. In 
fact, there are some very junky things that can be made 
by hand. The idea of making things on a potter's wheel in 
an industrial society really is an anachronism as far as 
I am concerned." 

Always aiming to bring her work to a wider audience, 
Heath worked hard to retain her wares' durability and 
affordability while always demanding a level of qual-
ity and appearance that would be accepted as a family's 
Sunday best. The Heath aesthetic became synonymous 
with easy-going, colorful California style and wildly pop
uiar mid-century modernism. With the addition of t ile 
production in the 1960s, architects including William 

Pereira, Eero Saarinen, and Alexander Girard incorpo
rated the quality and flexibility of Heath products far 
beyond the dinner table. 

As a bridge between the singular hand of the crafts
person and the commercial world of industrial manu
facturing, Heath Ceramics occupies a special niche in 
American design h istory. Today, Heath's new owners, 
Robin Petravic and Catherine Bailey, continue to enthu
siastically practice the company's core values, which 
Edith set in stone (or clay, as it were) over 60 years ago: 
Form is paramount, production is on a human scale, 
and the hand of the artist is evident in every piece. "As a 
model." Bailey explains, "we hope to continue to inspire 
designers and industrialists alike to consider American 
manufacturers and think creatively about their business 
models: less emphasis on volumes, profit margins, and 
design for the masses; more focus on passion for excel
lence in design and craftsmanship." Thankfully, though 
Heath has passed, it seems her legacy will live on. • 
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The Heath showroom today 
(above middle). Even though 
they're no longer manufactured, 
Heath ashtrays (above) are 
still popular, and easy finds 
in secondhand stores around 
the Pacific Northwest. 
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Ten Things You Should 
Know About Edith Heath 

l / When Edith needed her first pottery 

wheel, it was Brian who made one for her. 

He ingeniously converted a treadle-powered 

sewing machine into a well-balanced wheel. 

2 / To get ready for her first exhibition, Heath 

had to make 200 pieces of tableware in less 

than three months. She focused on sets to 

make the monumental task easier. 

3 I For a few years Heath taught ceramics 

at the popular California Labor School, a 

program run by the Communist Party of the 

United States. Heath wasn't a communist 

but she did care about worker rights. 

4 / Starting in 1951, the Heaths became reg

ulars at the Aspen Design Conference. They 

logged almost 40 years of participation and 

attendance, helping direct programming and 

encouraging other designers to participate. 

5 / The Heaths helped give Sausalito house

boat living a boost when they designed and 

built a modernist version on an old potato 

barge called the Dorothea. Eventually they 

floated it across the bay and beached it in 

the town of Tiburon, where it remained their 

home for several decades. 

In just a few years, Heath 
progressed from making 
hand-buil t pieces (above) 
in her basement studio to 
running one of America's 
leading potteries (left). 

61 Heath ceramics were included in many 

mid-century design exhibitions, including 

the Good Design shows held at the Chicago 

Merchandise Mart and New York's MoMA. 

7 / In the 1950s, Seattle's fire marshal 

specified Heath's "safety ashtrays" for the 

c ity's public buildings. News spread and 

it gave ashtray sales a huge boost. At one 

time, ashtrays represented 25 percent of 

the company's sales. 

81 Heath helped design the company's 

current factory with architecture firm Marquis 

and Stoller. Completed in 1960, it featured 

Trofdek, a Swiss-patented wood "folded 

plate" prefab roofing system, and prefab 

exterior wall panels that sandwiched rigid 

insulation between sheets of portland cement. 

9 I Heath's dinnerware l ines include Rim, 

popular with restaurants because of a wide 

rim that makes stacking easy, and Plaza, 

notable for its contemporary square plates. 

10 I The Heaths typified Cal ifornia living, 

especially when they installed a full-size bar 

on the top floor of their factory to entertain 

friends and clients, who no doubt appreci

ated the panoramic views of Sausalito and 

the bay. 1• 
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- Clifford Britt, Duluth, Minnesota 
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With the profusion of new electronic doohickeys-cell 
phones, MP3 players, desktop speakers, and the like-has 
come an explosion of wires, cords, and cables. With all 
those cables sprouting like weeds, it's no surprise that the 
resulting jumble is spilling onto our desktops and creeping 
out from behind our entertainment centers. 

One problem, of course, is that so-called wireless gadgets 
really aren't wireless at all-most come with bulky chargers 
that cover up out lets they aren 't even using. Fortunately, 
severa l design-conscious inventors have come up with 
creative ways to tame the tangle and turn it into something 
worth showing off. 

Cable Turtle f By Flex/The Innovation Lab f 

$6.99 

If you have a six-foot cable where a one

foot length of cord will do, the Cable Turtle 

may be the answer. Designed by the Dutch 

company Flex/The Innovation Lab, the 

Cable Turtle winds up like a yo-yo, gobbling 

up excess cable around a central coil and 

concealing it beneath a donut-shaped lid. 

The Turtle's marriage of form and function 

earned it a coveted spot in the Museum of 

Modern Art's design collection. (Available 

in black, gray, orange, red, blue, and yellow.) 

www.flex.nl ~ 
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PowerSquid surge protector I By Flexity I 
$49.95- $79.95 
Designed by 31-year-old inventor Chris 

Hawker, the PowerSquid takes a fami liar 

concept-the power strip- and turns it 

inside out. lihe PowerSquid looks like, wel l, 

a squid, complete with a pair of cartoonish 

googly eyes and six "tentacles," each with 

an outlet at its end, allowing the PowerSquid 

to accommodate AC adapters without wast

ing outlets. Four models will be available in 

late spring, including the Calamari 3000, 

which features two glow-in-the-dark outlets. 

www.powersquid.net 

Cableyoyo I By Bluelounge Design I $4.95 

Sleek, elegant, and compact, Bluelounge 

Design's plastic Cableyoyo is a stylish solu

tion for the cable clutter epidemic. Just 

over three inches square and about a third 

of an inch thick, the Cableyoyo is designed 

specifical ly for accessory cables, such as 

phone cords, speaker wire, and USB cable. 

Each one holds up to eight feet of cable and 

can stick to a wal l, computer monitor, or 

other surface. (iPod addicts should check 

out Cableyoyo Pop, a t iny spool that attaches 

to a cell phone or MP3 player with a suct ion 

cup.) www.cableyoyo.com ... 
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YOUR DREAM KITCHEN IS NOW WITHIN REACH 
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Cable Mlanager I By ZHO Innovation I 
$9.99 

Sometimes getting a handle on cable clutter 

can be as simple as bundling your wires 

together. ZHO Innovation's stylish Cable 

Manager line of colorful f lexible coils wrap 

around bundles of cords to keep them from 

straying. The rubber-coated coils bend as 

easily as a Gumby action figure and hold 

their shape well enough to be reused several 

times over. Each package includes a pair of 

identical coils, available in blue, red, yel low, 

orange, green, black, and gray. 

www.zhoinnovation.com 

XL Cable Organizer I By ZHO Innovation I 
$14.99 

Imagine a flying saucer with a hole in the 

center, and it's easy to grasp the principle 

behind the XL Cable Organizer from the 

Dutch company ZHO Innovation. The XL, 

which has a f ive-inch diameter, can hold 

up to 16 feet of cable around its colorful 

spindle (available in blue, orange, and l ime 

green). Snap the rubber shell shut and make 

your wires- and your mess- disappear. 

www.zhoinnovation.com 

Cable Zipper I By Evriholder Products, 

Inc. I $14.99 

Evriholder's Cable Zipper is a more 

involved- and more complicated- system 

for bundl ing cords. Each Zipper, available 

in white or black, includes eight feet of plas

tic zipper cable and a device that resembles 

a hair clip. Gather the wires you want to 

bundle and slip them into the hollow section 

of the clip, then slide the zipper cable over 

the top. Use a pair of scissors to cut away 

any excess zipper cable. Each kit includes 

two adhesive pads and a dozen sets of labels 

to help you keep track of which wire goes 

with which device. www.evriholder.com • 
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AIGA Call For Entries 

Deadline: June 30, 2006 

Winterhouse Writing Awards for Design Writing & Criticism 

The Winterhouse Writing Awards seek to increase the understanding and appreciation 

of design, both within the profession and throughout American life. A program of 

AIGA, these annual awards have been funded by William Drenttel and Jessica Helfand 

of the Winterhouse Institute to recognize excellence in writing about design, 

and to encourage the development of young voices in design writing, commentary 
and criticism. 

The awards will be given for writing that demonstrates the greatest evidence of 

eloquence, analysis, perspective, insight and original thinking to f u rther a public 

understanding of design in contemporary culture. Writing that advances the visual 

expression of a design program, argument or thesis is also eligible. Entries may 

address any design discipline or form, including, but not limited to: architectural, 

environmental, fashion, graphic, industrial, information, interactive, product 

and strategic. The jurors for this year's competition will be Kurt Andersen, 

Jessica Helfand, Julie Lasky and Meghan O'Rourke. 

Awards 

A writing award of $5,000, for a body of work by a writer under the age of 40, 

is open to critics, designers, educators, historians, journalists and scholars. 

An education award of $1,000 is open to students (undergraduate or graduate) 

whose writing about design demonstrates extraordinary originality and promise. 

Information & Applications 

Please visit the AIGA site: aiga.org/writingawards . 

•• An initiative of AIGA and Winterhouse Institute 

Benefaetora : Sean Adams. AIGA. A!'t Center College of Design, Michael Bierut. Sheila Levrant de Bretteville. Carnegie 
Mellon University School of Desigr., Brian Collins, Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, The Cooper Union Herb Lubalin 

Study Center, Meredith Davis, Mil~on Glaser. Alexar.der Gorlin Architects, .Jessica Hclfand & William Drenttel, Steven 

Heller. IDEO, Ins:it~:e of Design at Ill1no1s Institute of Technology. Ellen Lupton & Abbott Miller, Debbie Millman. 

MIT School of Arch1tec~ure & Planr.1ng, Cle~ent Mok, Errol Morris, Murray Moss, North Carolina State University Graphic 

Design Department, No1theastern Ur.iversity Department of Visual Arts, Bruce Nussbaum. Parsons The New School for 

Design. Pt-inceton Architectural ?ress, Chris Pullman, Rhode Island School of Design, Rockwell Group, Anthony Russell, 

School of ViAual Ar~A- Sn0h~tta. Society of Publication DesignP.rs, Syracuse University Goldring Arts Journalism 

Program, 2x4, Two Twelve Associates, Ur.iversity of Mir.nesota Design Institute, Rick Valicenti, Michael Vanderbyl, 

Lella & Muss1mo Vignell1, Armln V1~ & Bryor.y Gomez Palacio, Walker Art Center, Weisz +Yoes Architecture, Lorraine Wild. 

Medi a Supporte r • : The Architect's Newspaper, Communication Arts, Dwell, Eye, How Magazine, I.D. Magazine, Log, Print. 

Paper ' Printing: Mohawk Paper, The Studley Press. 



FlatPak by Lazor Office 

the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

Next House by Empyrean Resolution: 4 Architecture 

A New Generation of Prefab 
Well-designed, cost-efficient, and personalized to fit your lifestyle. 

Since its launch in 2000, Dwell's commitment to modern architecture has 

inspired public passion for bold, clean design. 

Now Dwell has partnered with Empyrean LLC, Resolution 4: Architecture, 

and Lazor Office to offer the Dwel I Homes by Empyrean- innovative 

prefabricated houses that combine first-rate design, precision engineering, a 

ten-year warranty, and dedicated customer service from a company that has 

bu ilt more than 20,000 homes in 50 years. 

Available now anywhere in t he U.S. 

To learn how to make your own Dwel l Home a rea lity call: 

(800) 727-3325 
www.thedwel lhomes.com 



I Outside 

Architect Anthony Bracali 
stands in the middle of Love 
Park- a favorite spot for 
skateboarders, even though 
they're no longer welcome here. 
Love Park served as Bracali's 
muse for the yet-to-be-bui lt 
Schuylkill River Skatepark, 
which he hopes will help bring 
skateboarding into the social 
fold of the city. 
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I Story by Anuj Desai I Photo by Adam Friedberg 

All-Inclusive Architecture 
At the symbolic heart of Philadelphia lies John F. 
Kennedy (JFK) Plaza, more commonly called Love Park 
after a Robert Indiana sculpture that is the soul of the 
site. just beyond this modest one square block, the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway diagonally bifurcates the 
city's grid, connecting Philadelphia's major cultural 
institution, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, with its 
municipal center, City Hall. It's in the middle of this 
grand, European-style boulevard that famed city planner 
Edmund Bacon placed this now-famous plaza in r965, 
unwittingly sparking a public dialogue about the inte
gration of skateboarding and countercultural lifestyles 
jnto institutionalized 21st-century urban planning. 

"Love Park by all accounts was a failed urban space," 
says local architect Anthony Bracali, "and skateboarding 

thrust it back into prominence." Thirty-year-old Bracali is 
the principal of Anthony Bracali Architecture, the small 
firm designing the $s million Schuylkill River Skatepark, 
a city-sanctioned site that will serve as a replacement 
park for the skaters who previously gathered at JFK. 

After an initial period of vibrancy, by the 1980s JFK 
Plaza had become host to the homeless, mentally ill, and 
drug abusers. It was a Reagan-era eyesore easily viewed 
from the windows of City Hall. But a funny thing hap
pened to Love Park in the late 198os-skateboarders 
attracted to its open plan, low handrails, and modernist 
benches and planters started congregating at the site, 
bringing a sense of activity and life back to the park. 

As skateboarding exploded into a $1.5 billion industry 
by 2000, Love Park became an iconic location. Amateurs "' 
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and pros from across the globe traveled to the site; adver
tisements and magazine stories were frequently shot at 
the park; and a video game featuring world-famous skate
boarder Tony Hawk used a replica of the venue. Thanks 
in large part to Love Park, Philadelphia had become argu
ably one of the most famous skating cities in the world. 

Despite Philadelphia's newfound fame, city officials 
enforced a strict ban on skating in 2002. Shortly there
after, the city fenced off Love Park and embarked on a 
renovation effort that made it less skater-friendly. The 
redesign of the park (and the loss of income associated 
with it) earned the mayor's office a barrage of bad press, 
criticism from the business community, the disap
proval of II out ofr7 city council members, and even a 
calculated act of civil disobedience by the then-92-year
old Bacon, who took an assisted skate of Love Park in 
October 2002. The city's eventual concession, in August 
2003, was to secure a prime stretch of land along the 
Schuylkill River for a designated skatepark. If all goes 
well, street skating will get its showcase venue in 2007. 

A surprising level of cooperation informed a pro-
cess that involved the skateboarding community, city 
officials, parks commissions, neighborhood associations, 
museum directors, a traditional skatepark designer, and 
a landscape architect secured by Bracali. Maxine Griffith, 
formerly of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 
along with project manager David Schaaf in the Urban 
Design division (whose son is a skater), supported a mul
tifunction urban park design. Bracali and Joshua Nims 
of Franklin's Paine Skatepark Fund, in particular, proved 
wming to spearhead an unprecedented effort to design 
a park aimed at integrating skaters into the city's social 
fabric of pedestrians, bikers, and museumgoers. 

The prime real estate 
allocated for the Schuylkill 
River Skatepark is a testament 
to the city's willingness to 
embrace a neglected segment 
of the population. 

Nims, a 31-year-old lawyer and skateboarding advocate 
turned budding urban planner, likens the Schuylkill 
River Skatepark to a "huge exercise in proving a certain 
coexistence between two things that municipalities have 
sworn couldn't coexist. Skateboarders and baby carriages 
don't mix. Well, yeah, you're probably right, but can they 
exist in a good plan? And is it worth a try?" 

Bracali held 13 public workshops in four different 
neighborhoods throughout the design process. Nims 
and other skateboarders were regularly consulted about 
the skating elements in the park. Nims prefers to call 
the final plan a "landscape for skateboarding" instead of 
a skatepark. These skatescapes, he hopes, will be more 
"public space" than isolated skatepark. "Typically, in the 
design of skateparks, there is no discussion of context, 
no discussion of urban relationships," he says. 

Bracali's design is based on a grid created by aligning 
the park so that it shares axial relationships with sur
rounding landmarks- the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and surrounding ele
ments of the skyline are within view. Ramps, steps, and 
even Love Park's old granite-slab benches (removed in 
2002) are part of the plan_ Unlike most skateparks, the 
design features multiple entrances in and out of the area 
that connect surrounding trails and establish zones for 
socializing between skaters and nonskaters. 

As a subculture full of opinionated individuals contin
ues to shed its fringe status, its participants might have 
once again found their voice in Philadelphia. Even more 
surprisingly, they have also left their mark on a part of 
the city from which they are still excluded- that park at 
the center of the City of Brotherly Love is finally full of 
the life originally intended. Today. Love Park is bustling. • 
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The one thing clients and contractors can always agree on is 
that renovating is hard work. We asked our readers to share their 
most memorable experiences: 

The renovation of my home was very detailed because I use a wheelchair- specifics were often triple mea

sured. In the final month, the COntraCtOr Stopped ShOWing Up. A week later he called 

asking for a ride, cash; his nose had been broken- al l from a drug binge. The company was solid and I had 

checked severa l references before hiring them. Now my entire home is six inches higher off the ground 

and sub trades are impossible to get back to fix deficiencies! I The plumber scratched the floor installing 

the refrigerator. The electrician unhooked the power to the refrigerator, causing the ice to melt, causing 

two-thirds of the floor to swe 11. We had to wait 90 days for the wood to go back to its 

natural moisture state before we put on the final finish coat. In that time, the maid swept the floor with 

Endust. Unaware of the maid's actions, we put on the final coat and it immediately separated. I Seeing 

how well my painter did some creative custom work in my living and dining-room area, I told her to do 

something "similar" with my downstairs bath. I have amoebas on my walls, which 1ook 

as if she tried to do circles first but then screwed up. When you look at yourself in the mirror, it looks as 

if you have a halo. It even goes up onto the ceiling. I His client f ired the contractor, and he wanted to know 

if I could do the clean up. When I wa lked onto the job to meet the client, a jar Of mayonnaise 
Went flying past my head. The youngest daughter had reached the end of sharing the 

basement with her brother and sister. After two years not a room was finished . I We moved into our condo 

in a modernist building at t he end of May 2002. Since then we have renovated the den, the bathroom, 

and the kitchen in three phases. After each renovation our contractor an nou need that 
he is taking his wife to Las Vegas to stay at the Bellagio. I I started 

work remodel ing a house for a family. I rarely take lunch, but the owner would always insist I eat one of 

her sandwiches. I would refuse, and she'd say, "But I already made it- here, I'm just going to give it to 

you ." After working on the job for three months, over the course of which the clients asked for a lot of 

extra shelving and trim work, it came t ime to settle the bill. Of course I charged for the additional work 

I did , and when the owner saw the bill she balked: "But what about al l the sandwiches I made you!" 

Those sandwiches ended up costing me $500. 
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Yang Yeo and his girlfriend 
~ng Ian relax on the back 

stoop of their renovated and 
I radically updated Singapore 

hophouse-an archetypal 
bui type in this busy port 
city. "Shophouses brought back 
memories of our childhood," 

' says Yeo. The street-facing 
__ ,.._.,,..fa~ade (opposite) gives away 

...Uttle of the changes within. 



I Story by Daisann Mclane 

Behind an 1ssumin~h-century fa\:ade in Singapore's Joo Chiat 
neighborhoo , Ching I · d Yang Yeo's renovat ion of a typical 
shophouse v~nerates tra ' ition while looking squarely to t he future. 

I Photos by Richard Powers J Dwellings 

Project: Ching Ian/Yang Yeo Residence 

Architect: Chang Architects 

Location: Singapore, Republ ic of Singapore 
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Ian and Yeo's house was unin

habitable when they purchased 
it in 2002. Three months later, 
the roof caved in. The trans
lation of the sign above the 

door of the couple's renovated 
house (right) is " peace." Once 
inside, visitors are greeted by 
three ten-foot-tall hand-carved 
antique panel doors. 
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The first thing you notice as you approach Yang Yeo's 
newly renovated 85-year-old shophouse in Singapore is 
the large wooden plaque adorned with two gold-painted 
Ch inese cha racters affixed above his doorframe. Hanging 
a door plaque is an old Chinese custom, a ritual blessing 
to ensure that only good things come in. The characters 
above Yeo's door mean "peace." 

Entering Yeo's house is a ritual itself. From the busy 
street in Singapore's Joo Chiat neighborhood, you pass 
over a threshold that seems to lead into another century, 
into a narrow vestibule dominated by a screen made of 
three ten-foot-tall hand-carved antique panel doors (dis
covered by Yeo on an antiquing expedition in Beijing). 
Two smooth wooden benches are tucked nearby, to make 
shoe removal easy. Barefoot, with the nubby texture of a 
pebbled concrete floor to soothe your soles, you follow 
your host around to the other side of the screens, antici
pating some Oriental palace beyond. But behind the 
ceremonial entryway, there's a big surprise. The interior 
of Yeo's house is a thoroughly minimal space of concrete 
floors, mirrored cabinets, low-slung furniture, dramatic 
glass-railed balconies, and a roof that opens to the stars. 

Shop houses like Ye o's are a staple of Southeast Asian 
urban architecture, but they're especially linked with 
Singapore, which got its start as a trading port in the 
early r8oos. By the middle of the 19th century, Singapore 
was booming and Chinese merchants crowded into 
the tiny city (the island is only 266 square miles in its 
entirety). The shophouse was a "modem" solution to 
the problem of how to both live and do business in a 
place where space was at a premium: a narrow, Jong, 
multistory building in which the ground floor was the 

public business premises a.nd the one or two floors above 
were private dwelling spaces. 

Yeo's house, like many in Singapore, had fallen into 
disrepair and was no longer being used for any business. 
Three months after he purchased it, in 2002, the roof 
caved in. This didn't bother Yeo, since he was planning to 
replace it anyway. Besides, he and his longtime girlfriend, 
Ching Jan, were too besotted with the idea of shophouse 
living to let a collapsed roof deter them. "When you buy 
a shophouse in Singapore, you really have to be in love 
with the idea of this style of living," says Yeo. 

He explains why: Singapore is one of the most inten
sively planned cities in the world, and over 85 percent of 
Singaporeans live in public housing, which is priced at 
all levels, mostly new, and of high quality. (In fact, Yeo's 
Harvard-trained architectural consultant, Teng Wui, lives 
in a public housing flat.) The public housing schemes 
offer hefty financial incentives for couples to buy in, and 
Yeo and Jan "were very, very close" to purchasing a newly 
built condo, Yeo remembers. "But we snapped out of it 
when we saw this place." 

Yeo, 38, an executive creative director for an adver
tising agency, and Ian, 3 3, a media buyer, both grew up 
in Singapore, but had lived abroad in London for a few 
years. Choosing an old Chinese-style shophouse for their 
first real home (they'd moved around like nomads-six 
places in nine years) wasn't just an aesthetic decision for 
them, it was a sent imental one. "Shophouses brought 
back memories of our childhoods, of open back doors 
and neighbors and relatives wandering in and out of the 
kitchen and cooking and eating and coming and going 
whether you liked it or not," Yeo says, with a laugh . .,. 
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"Shophouses brought back memories of 
our childhoods, of open back doors and 
neighbors and relatives wandering in 
and out of the kitchen and cooking and 
eating and coming and going whether 
you liked it or not."- Yang Yeo_ "' 
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Ching tan/Yang Yeo Residence Floor Plan 

Renovations shown in yellow 

B~fore 

Fir>t·Floor Plan 

A Store Room 
B Half Bathroom 
C Courtyard 
D K1khen 
E Dining Room 

L1v111g Room 
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Second-Floor Plan 

G Bathroom 
H Courtyard 
I Bedroom 
J Bedroom 

After 
flrst·Floor Plan 
1 Half Bathroom 

2 Kitchen 
3 Social Space 

They wanted to bring back their childhood, but they 
didn't want to do a restoration that was about nostalgia. 
They wanted a home that reflected their very contem· 
porary modem taste. (Yeo is a fan and avid collector of 
Japanese pop culture and design.) And so, together with 
their team- architect Yong Ter, architectural consultants 
Teng Wui and Andrew Lee, and project manager Edwin 
Foo- they spent nearly two years discussing and ham
mering out their vision of how to reinvent a shophouse 
for two very contemporary Singaporeans. 

Some of the choices for their renovation were not 
theirs to make. The government of Singapore is unique 
in Asia for its aggressive policy of conserving traditional 
architecture and preserving neighborhood character. 
Most renovations of older houses must be reviewed 
and passed by the Urban Redevelopment Authority, 
Singapore's master-planning board. In the Joo Chiat 
neighborhood, where Yeo's house is located, traditional 
shophouses may be renovated on the inside, but must 
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4 Bathroom 8 Deck with Hot Tub 
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6 Wardrobe 10 Courtyard 

7 Lounge 11 Bedroom 

keep all the street-facing details intact. And so the 
chipped pink-and-green ceramic roses that adorn the 
white fac;ade ofYeo's old house had to be restored and 
repainted to match old photographs of the house. 

But the interior offered limitless possibilities. The old 
shophouses, architect Wui explains, present formal and 
structural challenges. They are quite narrow and very 
deep-Yeo's house is about 16 by 68 feet. The original 
houses usually were a progression of small, often dark 
rooms, designed so that light comes in through the 
front and back windows, and through a narrow airshaft 
located about three-quarters of the way back. In order 
to break that pattern, and to create a more open living 
space, the team decided on a radical move: to leave the 
roof completely open from the beginning of the original 
airshaft to the back of the house. 

"We love to eat and to entertain, and what that did 
was make the kitchen/dining area into an open-air space, 
completely open to the natural environment," enthuses "' 
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Yeo descends the spir Jtait· 
case while Ian relaxes a 
pair of Cappellini Su gilt 
750 50fas designed b rber 
Osgerby. The Gwapa I ge 
chair and ottoman in t 
corner were designed 
Marcel Wanders. 
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The kitchen (opposite and 

above) was custom made by 
a local carpenter due to its 
unconventional scale. The 

appliances consist of a De 
Dietrich oven, Amana refrigera· 
tor, and Imperial microwave. 

0 p. 238 

Yeo. (Well, not completely open-since Singapore has 
frequent tropical rains, the house's "sky window" can be 
easily and quickly sheltered by two retractable motor
driven beige canvas canopies that open high above.) 
That cooking/dining space is the heart of the house, <lorn· 
inated by a dramatic, 13-foot·long table from Indonesia 
made from a single piece of teak. Here, relatives gather 
to chat and hand-roll noodles at Chinese New Year, and 
Yeo and Ian's two cats, Nunu and Rascal, loll and wait to 
be scratched. 

When guests drop by-just like in Yeo's childhood 
home-they wander in through the open back door, 
which is 25 feet high and more like a wall."It represents 
a transformation of scale," says Wui, contrasting it to the 
smallish rooms of the original house. "You have a giant 
table, a giant door- and Yeo's giant personality." The 
openness of the vast, long space is the way that Yang and 
his team reinterpret and pay homage to the commercial 
function of the traditional shop house's ground floor. 

I Dwellings 

A steel spiral staircase just inside the vestibule leads 
upstairs into the private spaces. On the second floor is 
Yeo's study and a hangout room for media; the third floor 
is devoted to the bedroom and to the house's most deca· 
dent gesture-an outdoor bathroom that's like a large 
patio, built on a wooden deck, complete with open-air 
toilet and a whirlpool bathtub. It's a luxurious take on the 
traditional tropical Singapore outhouse. On both floors, 
balconies offer vertigo-inducing views down into the 
grand ground-floor space, and upwards to the open sky. 

Yeo and Ian have lived in their shophouse for a year, 
enough time to decide it is perfect-for now. (For later
when they have a family-they've purchased another 
shophouse, which they intend to renovate in a more 
child friendly way). "Through working with the team 
on this house renovation, Ching and I found out more 
about ourselves as well," Yeo reflects. And, in the process, 
they created a house that tells the story of not only 
who they are now, but where they have come from. • 
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Before its recent renovation 
and restoration, Kim Colin and 
Sam Hecht's home in London's 
Primrose Hill neighborhood 
(opposite) served time as a 
mechanic's garage. The couple, 
who are creative advisors for 

Muj i in Europe and run the 
product-design firm Industrial 
Faci lity, decided to expand the 
third floor into a clean-lined 
white box (right), which serves 
as ai bedroom for their sons, 
Josh and Noah. 

I Story by Amel ia Thorpe 

Project: Colin/Hecht Residence 

Design-Build: Turner Castle Associates 

Location: London, England 

With no space to waste, London-based designers Kim Colin and 
Sam Hecht turned a 1924 garage into the perfect home product. 

"The one thing we agree on is to question everything," 
says Kim Colin of her work with husband Sam Hecht. 
The duo are known for their rational approach and radi
cal imagination in designing products for clients from 
Epson to Panasonic, as well as for the Japanese retailer 
Muji, for whom they are creative advisors for Europe. 

There is nothing flashy or superfluous in Colin and 
Hecht's work- and it's no surprise that their compact 
home shares the same low-key beauty. 

An architecture-trained academic, Colin moved to the 
U.K. from Los Angeles in 1999 to commission architec
ture and design books for Phaidon Press. She met Hecht, 
a Londoner who had studied industrial design at the 
Royal College of Art, and they quickly discovered that 
their mutual interests made for a successful commercial 
as well as personal partnership. They went on to found 
a design business, Industrial Facility, in 2002-the same 
year they stumbled upon a derelict and crumbling 1924 
mechanic's garage and decided to make it their home. 

I Photos by Ben Anders I Dwellings 

Situated on a desirable lo t of London's Primrose Hill, a 
stone's throw from Regent's Park, the building sat unno
ticed behind an old brick wall. Tempted by its prime loca
tion and undisturbed state, the couple began by working 
with design-build team Turner Castle Associates to trans
form the three-story property into a habitable form. This 

involved repairing a major water leak, renovating the 
original guts of the building, and adding central heating. 

The small size of the house (around 1,000 square feet) 
was a challenge that Colin and Hecht relished with 
the same precision they apply to their product design. 
"Spatial and material constraints mean that we have to 
think differently," says Colin. This means there isn't an 
entrance hall or space wasted on corridors. "Every inch 
is designed as a room, apart from the small staircase," 
Colin adds. The front door leads directly into the sparely 
furnished kitchen and living area-the sum total of the 
ground floor. 

Upon entering, it's impossible not to notice how spare .. 
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Colin/Hecht Residence Floor Plan 
Renovations shown in yellow 

Befur< 
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fi"t Floor Plan 
C Hallwa~ 
D B~throom 
E Bedroom 
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Second Floor Plan 
F !lJihroorn 
G Sludy 

After 
Ground-floor Plan 
1 Kitchen 
2 Living Room 
3 Patio 
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3 

First-floor Plan 
4 Hallway 
5 Bathroom 
6 Bedroom 
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Second-Floor Plan 
7 Bathroom 
8 Bedroom 
9 Bedroom 
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"Arriving in Britain, I was shocked by 
the negative attitudes to modernist 
buildings, such as hospitals and col
leges, because they were regarded 
as signs of a failing social structure. 
Nobody seemed interested in modern 
buildings, which is probably why we 
were able to find one in a derelict state 
so easily." -Kim Colin 



fl: •• • 

Colin and Hecht run Industrial 
Facility from a small studio on 
London's Old Street. There, 
projects in development are 
laid out with surgical precision 
(opposite). The loft extension 
(this page) provides accommo-
dation for Josh and Noah. TJJa--
chlld·size Bertola chair (J~st 
barely in the fareplund) came 
from Colin's childhood home 

..... ······· -:::::::: In Los Angeles. : .. : ..... 
~:.·.:::::: 
··::::::: 
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Original elements such as the 
curved glass windows (oppo
site), added in the 1930s, 
rema in, as does the original 
parquet floor. Taking care to 

design a flexible space, Colin 
and Hecht (pictured above with 

son Josh) added a wall of floor· 
to-ceiling white-spray-painted 
cupboards that conceal a com
puter desk, shelves pi led high 
with neatly stacked books and 
magazines, a music system, 
and tubs of children's toys. 

the space looks for a pair of product designers. "Stuff 
can take over," says Hecht. "I like the idea that less is 
better." He continues, "I grew up in the 'have everything' 
Thatcher era, which left me feeling disappointed with 
grab-it-all, short-term thinking when we left college and 
nobody could get a job. Now I see people thinking harder 
about what they are going to have around them." 

Stage two of the renovation involved acquiring plan
ning permits, ripping the roof off, and creating a top 
floor for the children's bedroom and bathroom. A wall 
of windows maximizes the light, while the L-shaped lay
out creates separate areas for both Josh (four) and Noah 
(two). Colin and Hecht's characteristic attention to detail 
is evident throughout the room: An overhead light pipe 
provides natural light to the internal bathroom, the light 
switches and door handles are fixed at child height, and 
there's even a brick-sized window by Josh's bed to allow 
him to peep into the gardens behind the house. 

Colin's preoccupation with light ensures that there are 

I Dwellings 

no heavy drapes at the windows ("In contrast to so much 
of Britain," she says, "which is still closed off behind 
lace curtains"). This contributes to a strong relationship 
between the indoor and outdoor spaces-and reflects the 
California modernist ideals with which Colin grew up. 
Open doors from the living area ensure that the fam-
ily makes full use of the small courtyard garden, which 
serves as another room, complete with a decked area for 
outdoor meals and space for the children to play. 

In a home that's predominantly white, it's tempting to 
think that the couple lives in a monochromatic world, 
although Hecht claims to love color. "It has to be integral 
to the object," he explains, ·describing a digital projector 
they designed for Epson and deliberately colored gray, so 
that it would fade into the background. "It's the screen, 
not the projector, that should catch your eye." For Hecht, 
it's the essential characteristic of their pared-down, 
peaceful home, where, he says, "people themselves 
provide the color." • 
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Project: B House 
Architect: Architecture W 
Location: Portland, Oregon 
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I Story by Sam Grawe I Photos by John Clark 

When Brian White first saw 
the " little loser of a house" in 
its original condition (left), he 
wasn't impressed. But after 
running out of other options, 
he decided to try for a complete 
transformation. 

The home's entry as it is today 
(opposite) is a planar collage 
of right angles and various mat
erials. White reused as much of 
the original home as possible, 
such as the siding seen here, 
and added a second story. 

After searching in vain for an empty lot to build on, architect 
Brian White settled for a nondescript 1960s ranch that nobody 
else wanted-and proved that building from the ground up 
doesn't always start on the ground. 

Usually when a h ouse stays on the market for over 
a year, it has problems. Maybe it's slinking its way down 
a hillside, in need of a new foundation. It might already 
be occupied by termites, or perhaps it's downwind from 
a rendering plant or under a major airport's flight path. 
There are a plethora of pitfalls that can stymie the resi· 

dential real estate market, but in the case of the house 
architect Brian White and his wife, Deborah, bought in 
Portland, Oregon, it was much simpler: "It was just a little 
loser of a house," claims Brian. 

The couple had been looking for a plot on which to 
build from the ground up, but a friend recommended 
they check out a house just south of downtown in 
the leafy enclave of West Hills. They did, and weren't 
impressed. "It wasn't a very appealing house," says 
Brian. "It was dark and cramped." A few months passed 
without much progress, but Brian couldn't get the "ugly 
duckling" of a home out of his head. "I started thinking 
that this was an incredible neighborhood-it's only"" 



June 2006 Dwell 173 
r I 



I Dwellings 

A 

D E 

F 

4 5 

6 

174 Dwell June 2006 

l 

K 

M 

8 

ten minutes from my office and the backyard is next to a 
nature preserve. So I started sketching." 

During a slow period 15 years ago, Brian, who with 
partner Michel Weenick runs the firm Architecture W, 
took up painting. He later developed an unusual work
ing process that begins with brushstrokes. "I usually do 
about 10 to 20 paintings for each project." he explains. 
"They go from being complex to being simpler and sim
pler reductions until all the scratches and brushstrokes 
are just pure composition. With painting you look at 
things in a different way than you would a rendering 
or on a computer. It gets me away from thinking too 
architecturally." 

Although in its present state the home couldn't ac
commodate the couple's spatial needs, Brian's sketches 
and paintings for the l,700-square-foot house led him 
to conceive of setting a modern box atop the typical 
suburban ranch, expanding it to 2,600 square feet. With a 
plan to renovate and expand in place, the couple bought 

White Residence Floor Plan 
Renovations shown in yellow 
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the house in May 2003, sold their other house, and were 
moved in by October. 

Due to Portland's soggy climate, which averages 151 

days of precipitation per year, the renovation work had 
to wait until spring 2004. In the interim, Brian was able 
to exchange ideas with Weenick, who lives and works 
in Nagoya, Japan, and is the lead partner at Architecture 
W's office there. Thanks to the wonders of modern 
technology, the two collaborate on projects on both sides 
of the Pacific. "Architects get so wrapped up in their 
own work that it becomes like a dog chasing its tail." 
Brian comments. "We bounce ideas off each other, and, 
although we joke about not being computer-savvy, are 
able to exchange drawings and details fairly easily." 

Brian, along with Urban Design Build Company, came 
up with a two-phase construction schedule. In part, this 
was predicated on the fact that Deborah was now preg
nant with their second child. Brian reminisces, "I would 
not recommend that the two coincide. However, I did "' 
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Along one wa II of the master 
bedroom (above) White used 

Columbia Forest Product's 
EcoColors panels (an FSC-cert1· 
lied particleboard) to create 

sliding closet doors. The arch1· 
tee! refers to the huge window 
opposite the bed (left) as theor 

"flat-screen television." 
6 p .238 
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White clad the new story with 
a black-stained cedar rain 
screen (opposite). Although 
his designer friends give him a 
hard time about it , he decided 
to keep the original home's 
stained glass by the entry. The 
large opaque window lights 
the stairwell and second floor. 

White was charmed by the 
original fireplace (above) with 
built-in planter- so much so 
that t he new open floor plan 
is centered around it . 

find that that is the best motivation to get a project 
completed on time-it is hard explaining the reasons a 
project won't be finished on time to a pregnant woman." 
Urban Design Build Company, whose sole experience 
up to this point had been building kitchens, did the 
construction work. "There was a learning curve for them, 
but they did an incredible job," Brian adds. With the 
couple and their young daughter, Grace, living in a sea 
of boxes- only a trail between kitchen, bathroom, and 
bedroom remained-work began in earnest in February. 

The first order of business was to dig out the six-foot
eight-inch-high basement to a more manageable eight 
feet. With the house set into a steep hillside, the extra 
dirt was used to level out the sloping backyard- one of 
Deborah's original stipulations was that the kids should 
have a yard to play in. Working with a limited budget, 
Brian's plan was to recycle as much as possible of the 
original house in creative ways, including the dirt. 

During this phase Brian also gutted the ground floor-

"When tbe roof was off, the house was 
covered in a blue tarp every night. This 
created the most remarkable quality of 
light. It put a bug in me as to how to 
capture the effect architecturally, but it 
"'8!N-Weird .place to live when the wind 
blew." - Brian White 

opening up what had been a warren of cramped rooms 
into a light-filled, livable space. "It was fun," he recalls, 
"but I would never want to do it again." He also relocated 
the stairs, which originally wrapped around the centrally 
located fireplace, to the northwest corner of the house. 
"I kept thinking that if you build another floor, you're 
going to be looking at the underside of the stair. It took 
me a couple of weeks to figure it out, but once I did 
everything else seemed to make much more sense." 

The next major step came in June, when Portland's 
spring rains traditionally give way to a dry summer. 
Brian and his crew tore the roof off the house and cov
ered it with a blue tarp. "It was a weird place to live when 
the wind started blowing," Brian recalls, but he was also 
taken with the blue lighting effect. "It created the most 
remarkable quality oflight in the opened framed house." 
It only rained once, and soon the second floor started 
coming together. 

"It looked really bad," says Weenick, recalling a visit .. 
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The White family enjoys views 
of p ristine nature from the 
back decks of their home in 
the woods. Brian and Markus 
are pictured here on the 
ground-floor deck. New stairs 
lead down to the basement 
level and garden. 

to the house under construction, "like a trailer on top 
of a regular house." With its irregular window open
ings, the second floor, constructed of exterior-grade 
Tru plywood, didn't exactly charm the neighbors in its 
unfinished state. "One woman told us we were ruining 
the neighborhood," says Brian with a wry smile. 

Although the neighbors would have to wait and see. 
the architect had some tricks up his sleeve for the second 
story's exterior. The plywood box was subsequently 
wvered with a black-stained cedar rain screen that s its a 
few inches off the exterior walls. "It not only adds varia
tion and character, but takes the heat in the summer and 
deflects cold in the winter," Brian explains. Constructed 
in four-foot segments and exactingly screwed in place, 
the screen can easily be repaired and replaced. 

Since he's an experienced painter, it's no surprise that 
Brian is taken with different qualities of light, which are 
expressed architecturally through the range of fenes
tration on the second floor. A large opaque louvered 

window dominates the stairwell and fills the hallway 
with light (often a fuzzy yellow reflected from the house 
across the street). In the guest bathroom, slits were cut 
in the exterior cedar screen for a unique variation. In 
the master bathroom, a skewed steel frame (which the 
contractors referred to as "the dog collar") surrounds a 
square window and throws a shadow on the otherwise 
flat elevation. 

As summer came to a close, the team met their con
struction deadline of August 24, Deborah's due date, 
which turned out to be exactly the same date the couple 
had their baby, Markus. "A tight budget forces you to look 
at things you normally wouldn't, and use your money in 
more creative ways," Brian muses. "We bought the small
est, cheapest house in a nice neighborhood and turned it 
into this funked-up modernist thing by creating a work
able composition while keeping as much of the original 
as possible. We couldn't have gotten the total package 
we ended up with otherwise." • 
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Nadkole Sloneczna, 2003 
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A Parallax View 

I Story by Andrew Wagner I Photos by Aneta Grzeszykowska and Jan Smaga 
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Plac lnwaliaow 2016, 2003 

Polish photographers Aneta Grzeszykowska and Jan Smaga's bird's-eye portraits of Warsaw apartments leave 
viewers with an odd sensation. With inhabitants' privacy so exposed, one can't help but feel like an intruder of 
sorts, creeping through an unsuspecting homeowner's abode. But it is this unflinching look at personal space 
that keeps us coming back for more. The meticulously crafted photographs featured in their Plan series are 
actually many fragmented images taken from above and carefully pieced back together to form the whole-or, 
to be precise, not quite the whole. Viewers must fend for themselves in regards to the context of the apartments. 
What part of town might they be in? Is the building housing the apartments a brute or a gent? How are the 
rooms connected- through doors or other egresses? With context almost totally stripped away, the viewer is 
left with only the overwhelming personality of well-lived homes and a slightly uncomfortable feeling that 
makes one question one's own place in the world. 
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Wolska 115a/32, 2003 
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Dziecioly 3, 2003 
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Bonifraterska 15/61, 2003 
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Harris Residence Floor Plan 
Renovations shown in yellow 
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The Bellwether 
of Belvedere 
Jordan and Julie Harris's home in Belvedere, just 
north of San Francisco, doesn't look like most of the 
other houses in the area. What sets this low-slung study 
in clean lines and uncluttered light apart from the rest 
of the buildings bordering Belvedere Lagoon isn't the 
understated modernist aesthetic. It's something sub-
tler: the building's orientation. While the neighboring 
properties all back squarely onto the lagoon, with views 

of gardens and docks on the opposite shore, the Harris 
residence is rotated 30 degrees, drawing the eye down the 
body of water toward the h azy, 2,571-foot peak of Mount 
Tamalpais beyond. 

Yet for all the beauty of the house and its setting, the 
feature of which the owners are most proud is- improb
ably-the electric meter. "It's running backwards," 
says Jordan, revealing the ordinary-looking meter from 
behind a panel in the wooden fence that encircles the 
house. "Since last year, we've put hundreds of kilowatts 
of power back into the grid." ... 
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When the Harrises bought their 
house in 2003, ii was strangely 
sealed off from its stunning set
ting. Chr istopher Oeam opened 
the house up to the lagoon 
and nearby Mount Tamalpais 
in the distance (above). The 

large expanse of windows that 
now surround the house feature 
remote-operated awning and 
roll shades by Mechoshade and 
Eastern Awning. 0 p. 238 
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The Harrises had one goal in mind when they pur
chased the building from an elderly neighbor in June 
2003: to make their home reflect their values. As a 
cofounder of OZOcar, a New York- based luxury car 
service featuring low-emissions hybrid vehicles, and a 
longtime environmental and political activist, Jordan 
wanted the house to exemplify his passion for sustain
ability. Meanwhile, Julie, who comes from a fashion
industry background, was keen to create an indoor space 
as light-filled and open as the outdoors. "We renovated 
the house with a view to proving that style and sustain
ability are compatible," says Jordan. 

Bringing to mind hemp-floored mud huts and grass
roofed yurts, the green-building movement hasn't 
previously had much truck with the architectural haute 
couture. Aimed at reducing the impact on the earth 
inherent in standard construction, occupancy, and demo
lition practices, the steadily growing environmental 
building crusade has generally focused more on making 

a hearty ecological statement than on making an arrest
ing aesthetic one. 

"Jordan and Julie felt that there was an image crisis 
with green design," says Christopher C. Deam, whose 
San Francisco-based architecture firm CCD collaborated 
with Jonathan Cunha of Fusion Building Company, a 
local contractor specializing in environmentally friendly 
construction methods, on remodeling the Harrises' 
property. "Most green architecture is associated with a 
completely different aesthetic," says Cunha. "It's unusual 
for a project to be both green and modern." 

That the Harrises' home, in the words of CCD project 
architect Steven Huegli, "doesn't obviously announce 
itself as a green house" is testimony to the designers' 
enviable skill in seamlessly integrating sustainable build
ing technology into an elegant architectural language. 
Aside from the solar panels installed on the roof, there 
is little about the house that visually hints at its tree
hugging soul."' 
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What was once a boat room 

now serves as a home office 
(above). The engineered 
bamboo floors are from Eco 
Timber. The modular shelving 
and storage systems are by 
Vitsoe. In the foyer, Deam left 

one surprise: The neon-pink 
guest bathroom is hidden 

behind heavy, dark-gray walls 
(above right). 0 p. 238 

194 Dwell June 2006 

The house is, first and foremost, a thing of beauty. 
The experience of wandering through the transparent, 
glass-walled rooms and out onto the central courtyard or 
waterfront garden is a bit like stepping into a clear pool. 
The open vistas between living areas create a sensation 
of continuous space between the outdoors and indoors. 
Carefully chosen furniture pieces, such as the expan
sive Moroso Lowland couch and custom dining table, 
fashioned by Deam from a wind-fallen elm, seem to float 
above the pale wood floor like the kayaks bobbing about 
on the water outside. 

"It's all about bringing the outdoors in; every room has 
a relationship to the garden," says Julie, as she supervises 
her sons Emerson, six, and Lucca, three, as they play. ·r 
love watching the fog rolling over the hills, and the way 
that the lagoon transforms itself into one big kids' party 
in the summer." 

Less obvious to the naked eye, however, are the green 
principles upon which the home's renovation has been 

based. Even though the house was extensively remod
eled, original elements such as plumbing fixtures, timber, 
and cabinetry were-wherever possible-recycled. Old 
doors and windows were donated to Building REsources, 
a San Francisco-based reusable construction nonprofit. 
The old foundation and formwork were repurposed in 

other building projects. Even the carpet in what was once 
a boathouse and now serves as a combination office and 
den, found a second life: It was used to line Bedouin-style 
tents at the 2004 Burning Man festival in Nevada's Black 
Rock Desert. 

Ninety-five percent of the timber (including ipe, 
redwood, Douglas fir. and eucalyptus) for the framework 
and external and internal finishes was either salvaged 
or sustainably harvested. Low-VOC paint was applied to 
many of the vertical surfaces, including a lovely exposed 
brick wall that was formerly hidden behind Sheetrock. 
One large wall in the main living area was coated with 
a silvery aluminum laminate applied to a recycled " 
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Julie enjoys her new kitchen 
with son Emerson (above). 
She wanted to conceal as 
many appliances as possible, 
so Deam disguised the Sub
zero refrigerator and Miele 
dishwasher with panels from 
Downsview Kitchens that 
match the cabinets, giving the 
kitchen a clean, uncluttered 
appearance. Oeam built the 
dining table (above right) out 
of a fallen elm tree. 
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substrate that captures the light. Most of the floors were 
ma.de with sustainably harvested bamboo. Meanwhile, 
the garage floor, as well as the underlay for the paving 
sto.nes outside, was built from 30 percent fly-ash con
crete. "Concrete use and manufacturing is responsible 
for 8 percent of the world's [human-generated] carbon 
dioxide emissions," says Jordan. "Fly-ash concrete mixes 
waste from coal-burning plants with regular concrete to 
make a stronger, less ecologically damaging material." 

The house is also extremely energy-efficient. In 
addition to the photovoltaic cells, the property boasts a 
high-efficiency boiler, a super-insulated roof structure, 
a radiant floor-heating system, insulated glazing and 
low-e coatings on the windows and doors, adjustable 
solar shades to reduce direct solar gain as needed, high
effi.ciency household appliances, and no-PVC blinds. 
Cun ha even went so far as to clad the walls with a mate
riar known to building professionals as UltraTouch cot
ton insulation, and to the rest of us as mulched denim. 

"When the insulation was added, the house looked like 
an enormous blue jean," says Huegli. 

Jordan dubs the marriage between style and sustain
ability "eco-chic." As influenced by the design practices 
of architect William McDonough as he is by the power of 
celebrity and fashion to influence popular tastes, Jordan 
sees his home as part of a broader vision to use high style 
as a vehicle for increasing environmental awareness. As a 
board member of the environmental group Global Green 
USA, Jordan conceived of the annual Green Car to the 
Red Carpet campaign. The effort, now in its fourth year, 
has focused on persuading A-list actors like Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Natalie Portman, and Robin Williams to arrive at 
the Academy Awards in hybrid cars, with a view to rais
ing awareness about low-emissions vehicles. "The house, 
the OZOcar, and the Oscar campaign are all part of the 
same drive," says Jordan. "They're focused upon finding 
ways to educate people so that they can make smarter, 
more responsible choices and live well." • 
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PHAIDON 
DESIGN 
CLASSICS 
The 999 ultimate 
design classics 

Meticulously 
researched and 
selected after 
wide consultation 
with designers 
and design-world 
insiders 

Incomparable, a 
resource without 
parallel, the 
final word 

'A remarkable publishing 
achievement. These 3 volumes are 
encyclopaedic in their scale and 
thoroughness; they are really 
a two-dimensional design museum 
between cardboard covers. Every 
design office and design student 
will want to have them, but check 
the sturdiness of your shelves 
first - these books are very big, 
very yellow and very heavy.' 
Terence Conran, Designer 

'An extraordinarily absorbing, 
enticingly packaged and 
comprehensive collection of design 
classics that will, ironically, become 
a design classic itself.' 
Jeremy Langmead, Editor-in-Chief, 
Wallpaper' 

All for $175 available from good bookstores 
www.phaidon.com/ designclassics 

' . .. is a significant and 
comprehensive digest with a clear and 
concise layout.' 
Marc Newson, Designer 

' . .. provides exceptional insight into 
the biodiversity of design. It's so well 
researched, revealing so much that 
I have never seen before ... it is truly 
fascinating and reminds me how 
cultured the art of design can be.' 
Ross Lovegrove, Designer 

' . .. a rich history of the evolution of 
human creativity.' 
Murray Moss, Design Merchant 

• ... makes good design accessible 
to all, and Is sure to provoke many 
a "substance versus style" dinner
party debater 
James Dyson, Designer 

'We llve surrounded by design objects, 
familiar characters in our daily routine; 
the stories behind their creation, 
however, are rarely commented on 
and often unknown, but they are 
narrated here in the 999 'biographies' 
of the objects presented by Phaidon.' 
Allberto Alessi, General Manager of 
Allessi SpA 

'A particular joy for a man like me 
who has an aversion to things but 
a passion for design.' 
John Pawson, Architect 

'The battle of design is almost won, 
but a good book like Phaidon Design 
Classics can help to finish the war.' 
Philippe Starck, Designer 



World-renowned design award comes to the Americas 
2006 Call For Entries: Enter the Red Dot Americas Juried Competition! All categories 

of design are eligible: Early-Bird Deadline (Specia l Fee): May 1. Entry Deadline: June 15 

For more Red Dot Americas information and entry forms, visit www.rdamericas.com 

*El igible disciplines include architecture, product, furniture, furnish ings, transportation, electron ics, advert ising, graphics, 

digital media and more. Designs must be in preparation or currently produced for distribution in America. Don't miss 

t he glamorous Awards Ceremony and Exhibition of all winning entries in San Franc isco next October. 

Media Partners: Dwell • Automobile • Design With in Reach Newsletter Educational Partners: California College of the Arts Design Partners: Pentagram Design 

Selected winners will be featured in: dwell Aulolnoldll 

red dot 
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Cool roofing materials reflect a high percentage 

of solar radiation away from the roof and readily 

shed absorbed heat, trimming air-conditioning 

bills and keeping the neighborhood cooler in 

summer. The Cool Roof Rating Council verifies 

and publishes data about cool roof products. 

www.coolroofs.org 

The U.S. Federal Trade Commission requires 

manufacturers to affix an EnergyGuide label 

to major appliances, including refrigerators, 

dishwashers, and air conditioners. The label 

shows the unit's estimated yearly operating 

Forest Stewardship Council 

FSC's certification program sets voluntary inter

national standards for responsible forest manage· 

ment. Look for the FSC logo stamped on lumber 

and printed on the packaging of wood and paper 

products. www.fsc.org 

: .. 
This voluntary program tests and certifies prod· 

ucts that emit low or zero levels of potentially 

harmful chemicals. Though mostly oriented 

toward commercial interiors, Greenguard certi

fies some residential products, including paint, 

insulation, and flooring. www.greenguard.org 

Carpets bearing the Carpet and Rug lnstitute's 

Green Label Plus logo have been tested and 

Sc1entif1c Certification Systems 

Manufacturers seeking to gain consumers' confi

dence pay SCS to certify their claims for recycled 

or recovered content, biodegradability, and more. 

Look for the SCS "green cross" logo on cleaning 

products, paint, carpet, particleboard, and floor

ing. www.scscertified.com 

Energy Star-Qualified Homes 

Homes built or remodeled to meet energy

efficiency guidelines set by the EPA can qualify 

as Energy Star homes. Benefits include lower 

utility bills, increased comfort, and the potential 

to qualify for an Energy Efficient Mortgage. 

www.energystar.gov 

Currently in its pilot phase, LEED (Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental Design) for Homes 

expands on the U.S. Green Building Council's 

cost and compares its energy use with similar 

models. www.ftc.gov 

Backed by the U.S. Enivronmental Protection 

Agency and Department of Energy, Energy Star 

promotes energy efficiency in over 40 product 

categories, including appliances, home electron

ics, and lighting. Most Energy Star-qualified 

products use 10 to 50 percent less energy than 

standard products. www.energystar.gov 

The National Fenestration Rating Council admin

isters a testing and labeling program for win

dows, glass doors, and skylights. www.nfrc.org 

Administered by Rainforest Alliance's 

SmartWood program, the Rediscovered Wood 

certification is awarded to forest-products opera

tions that use reclaimed, recycled, or salvaged 

wood. www.rainforest-alliance.com 

verified to meet California's Collaborative for 

High Performance Schools' stringent criteria 

for low-emitting products. www.carpet-rug.org 

Green Seal certifies environmental performance 

in a variety of product categories, including 

indoor air quality. Interior paints bearing the 

Green Seal logo have zero or very low levels of 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and other 
problematic chemicals. www.greenseal.org 

Cradle to Cradle Certification 

The consulting firm MBDC has a rating program 

based on the principles in William McDonough and 

Michael Braungart's book, Cradle to Cradle. Unlike 

programs that address a single environmental attri

bute, Cradle to Cradle assesses a product's impacts 

throughout its life cycle. www.c2ccertified.com 

successful Green Building Rating System 

for commercial buildings. Look for new homes 

with the LEED rating beginning in 2007. 

www.usgbc.org .. : .. 
A number of municipal agencies and regional 

homebuilders' associations have established 

programs to certify eco-friendly home remodeling 

and construction. The LEED for Homes page at 

www.usgbc.org lists many of these programs ... 
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HENRY HALL DESIGNS 
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The Thin Green Line 
For years, as the author of books on eco-home design 
and a founder of two environmental general stores, 
I've been advocating sustainable design to others. Yet 
year after year I managed to turn a blind eye to my San 
Francisco home's leaky windows, spotty insulation, and 
crumbling brick foundation. After more than a decade of 
putting up with my diminutive Victorian's deteriorating 
charms, I finally embarked on a green rehab of my own. 

When my partner Erik Kolderup and I bought the 
house in the early 1990s, it was pushing lOO years old. 
For the most part, the 1,300-square-foot house was in 
fine shape, with rooms that were small and a bit dark but 
amiably quirky- u -foot ceilings with ornate molding, 
offbeat plaster castings of rams' and women's heads 
mounted on fluted columns in the front hall, and floor 
tiles made of sapele, a West African hardwood that's now 
on Rainforest Action Network's "do not buy" list. 

The kitchen was another story. A space-wasting hall cut 
it off from the rest of the house. The 8-by-12-foot room's 
dropped ceiling and wall-to-wall cabinetry pushed my 
claustrophobia buttons. The windows afforded views of 
a blank wall and the underside of the neighbor's deck. 
Worst of all, there was no room for a table, let alone a 
chair. So we took the plunge, gutting the original kitchen 
and hallway, bumping one wall out into an unused side 
yard to expand the room by a modest 78 square feet, and 
adding a deck. 

While kitchen remodeling is never a breeze, I can 
truthfully report back that incorporating eco-friendly 
products and practices can be relatively painless. We had 
the good fortune to hire pros for whom green building is 
standard practice, which is always the best way to insure 
adherence to green-building guidelines if you can do it, 

and we managed to include virtually every eco-friendly 
strategy we deemed appropriate, from a new foundation 
with 50 percent recycled fly-ash content to a 5-by-12-foot 
Kalwall skylight filled with a superinsulating translucent 
material called aerogel. 

Leger Wanaselja Architecture helped us design a 
kitchen that would work well today while being flexible 
enough to adapt to future changes. Bucking the popular
ity of built-ins, we went for an unfitted kitchen with 
modular components that could be dismantled someday 
with minimal disruption to structure. Most of the storage 
is provided not by cabinets but by an adjustable system of 
open shelves made of recycled and recyclable aluminum. 
The freestanding stainless steel restaurant sink can also 
be readily reused or recycled, should future owners prefer 
a more traditional look. 

Our contractor, Fusion Building Company, did a 
commendable job of procuring wood from sustainable 
sources. Roughly 90 percent of the framing lumber, 
sheathing, siding, and decking is reused from the original 
structure, salvaged from other sources, or certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council to have been sustainably har
vested. Inside, the kitchen floor, butcher-block counters, 
and trim are salvaged wood finished with plant-based oils. 

In contrast to the rest of the house, the new kitchen is 
snug and energy-efficient, with double-pane windows, 
walls properly sealed against rain and air infiltration, and 
insulation made from recycled denim. The lights all have 
energy-saving fluorescent bulbs; we sourced the fixtures 
from commercial lighting manufacturers after finding 
residential products to be uninspired and inefficient. 
Though I did learn a few lessons along the way, I'm now 
keener than ever on the benefits of green building.• 
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He-re are four areas in which my green ideals clashed 
with the realities of home remodeling. and how we 
resolved the conflicts. 

My ideal: Use integrated design to capitalize on green

building opportunities. 
The conventional design and construction process is 
linear, with the building plans passing sequentially from 
the architect to engineers and other consultants and even
tually to the general contractor. If the design is finalized 
before key players have a chance to weigh in, opportuni
ties for energy efficiency and greener materials can be 
missed. With integrated design, the design and construc
tion team collaborates on the design from the outset, 
increasing the likelihood of more sustainable results. 
What we did: We followed a traditional process, finalizing 
the design with our architect and then hiring the general 
contractor. Integrated design makes sense for major proj
ects, but for small-scale renovations, it's tricky. Before 
signing a contract with a builder, homeowners want accu
rate construction cost estimates. To come up with those 
numbers, builders need construction documents from 
the architect-hence the linear, nonintegrated process. 

-

What I would do differently: Even though our project was 
small, it used, in my view, an excessive amount of con
struction material, especially lumber, plywood, and con
crete. If we had brought together the architect, builder, 
and structural engineer early on, I suspect that they could 
have come up with creative ways to reduce resource use. 

My ideal: Size matters. 
Smaller homes are gentler on the environment: They 
require fewer resources to build, furnish, and maintain, 
they eat up less land, and they consume less energy. 
What we did: At the outset, architect Cate Leger presented 
us with six preliminary concepts, including one that 
reconfigured the existing space but didn't expand the 
building's footprint. That's the one I rejected out of hand. 
I needed a bigger kitchen, or so I thought. 

Many months later, on the day that deconstruction 
began, I found myself standing in the middle of our din
ing room, looking around the temporary kitchen we'd set 
up. We had a table, refrigerator, toaster oven, microwave. 
A single-burner hot plate sat on top of a Sears Craftsman 
tool cart that held our dishes and cutlery. Remodeler's 
remorse struck in force. "What have I done?" I moaned. ~ 
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I'd pulled the plug on our savings account, only to be hit 
with the epiphany that maybe we don't even really need 
a kitchen. 
What I would do differently: Yes, our kitchen redo could 
have been smaller, and yes, we can survive with a hot 
plate and toaster oven, if we have to. Thank goodness we 
don't have to. Small may be beautiful, but just a little bit 
bigger can be divine. 

My Ideal: Choose low-e windows. 
Low-emissivity, or low-e, windows have a transparent 
coating that reflects internal heat back into the room. 
This keeps the room warmer when it's cold outside and 
reduces heating energy use. 
What we did: For major construction projects, window 
manufacturers offer a variety of low-e coatings, allowing 
building designers to fine-tune the U-factor and SHGC 
for the climate and the window's location. U-factor 
indicates the window's insulating value; the lower the 
U-factor, the more heat is retained inside. SHGC indicates 
how much of the sun's heat passes through a window 
from outside. But for small-scale projects, coating choices 
are limited; ultimately, we couldn't find low-e windows 

CHOOIE lbl/J-f WIN~OWJ 
Ciow-EMl!J/VITY 

that met our specific needs, so we skipped the low-e 
coating. The windows we ended up choosing are double
pane and airtight, a vast improvement over the windows 
in the rest of the house. 
What I would do differently: From now on I'll add a 
caveat to my advice: In most cases, choose low-e windows. 
In the long run, reducing energy use helps the environ
ment more than virtually any other green building strat
egy.Energy-efficiency improvements may be a hassle, 
but they're more easily accomplished if you already 
have remodeling work under way. 

My ideal: When remodeling one area, look for ways to 
boost the energy efficiency of the whole home. 
What we did: Early on we flirted with whole-house 
upgrades like replacing the aging water heater with 
a tankless model and blowing recycled cellulose insula
tion into all the attic and perimeter wall cavities. But 
after the estimates came in for the kitchen work, those 
efficiency "extras" went out the window. 
What I would do differently: Nothing. We're enjoying 
our energy-efficient, weathertight kitchen. Someday, 
we'll get around to the rest of the house . .,. 
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Dwell Discussion Boards at LiveModern 
Since 2001, thousands of modernists have participated in 
the Dwell Discussion Boards, an onl ine community for 
discussing all things modern. 

Join us in the conversation at www.dwellmag.com/forums. 
The Dwell Discussion Boards are hosted by LiveModern. 

UveModern is a free and open community for modern home 
buyers, architects, builders, developers, furnishers, 

lenders, Realtors- anyone interested in modernist housing. 

dwell Live Modern™ 

LiveModern gives you free tools you can use to live better: 

> Follow the progress of many modern house projects in 
LiveModern's biogs, our members' online journals. 

> Find other modernists, in geographic forums covering 
over 30 communities, and through an open directory of over 
10,000 members. 

> Help each other with a modernist housing project, whether 
it's finding that perfect piece in the Furniture, Fixtures, 

and Furnishings forum or that elusive construction solution 
in the Modernist Materials and Methods forum. 
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BioBag's b1odegra a . d ble poop picker-

upper bags are made from cornstarch 

and vegetable oil, not petroleum. Even 

better- the bags are pigmented. black, 
· •ton view when so Duke's droppings aren 

you stroll through the neighborhood. 

www.biogroupusa.com 

Malfunctioning or improperly vent ilated 

fuel-burning appliances- gas ranges, 

fireplaces, water heaters, furnaces, ~nd 
. fl carbon monoxide. the like-can give o . . 

In high concentrations, this odorle~s, inv1s-

ible gas 1s e · . d adly Play it safe and install 

UL-listed carbon-monoxide alar~s near 

bedrooms and fuel-burning appliances. 

. . t and human-powered, an 
Quick, qu1e , icks up dirt, 
old-fashioned carpet sweeper P 

mbs and pet hair from carpets and cru • . tt 
hard-surface floors without using a w~ 

. . the wrath of the downstairs or mcumng 

neighbors. www.realgoods.com 

With concern growing about the safety 

of the perfluorochemicals used to make 

Teflon and other nonstick surfaces, 

Grandma's old cast-iron pan never ~ooked 

ood Lodge has been manufactmg sog . 

cast-iron skillets, Dutch ovens, and 

griddles in Tennessee for more than 

100 years. www.lodgemfg.com 

A cei ling fan doesn't change the air tem

perature, but the airflow it creates ma~es 

you feel cooler, letting you get away w1t·h· 

less air-conditioning. Energy Star-qualified 
. · t motors and blade fans have more efflc1en 

designs. www.modernfan.com 

Being energy-virtuous doesn't get any 

easier than screwing in a co . · mpact fluores-

cent lightbulb. CFls use two-thirds less 

than incandescents and last up to energy 

ten times longer. www.energystar.gov 

This all-purpose household cleaner .is 

de of plant-based surfactants, with no 
ma It 1 ns any thetic dyes or fragrances. c ea 
syn · t ontact surface that can safely come m o c 

with water. www.drbronner.com "' 
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Long popular in Europe and Australia, 

dual-flush models let you choose a short 

or longer flush. Manufacturers include 

Caroma, Kohler, and TOTO. 
www.caromausa.com/www.kohler.com I 
www.totousa.com 

This summer, trade in your gym member

ship for a push reel mower. It creates no 

noise or air pollution, and may motivate 
you to scale back the size of your lawn. 

lawn-and-garden.hardwarestore.com 

American Clay Earth Plasters are powdered 

blends of clays, aggregates such as marble 
dust, mineral pigments, and mold-inhibit

ing borax. Mix with water and trowel onto 

interior walls for a healthy alternative to 

synthetic paints. www.americanclay.com 

Roofs, sidewalks, driveways, and other 
impervious surfaces interfere with natural 

drainage, channeling polluted stormwater 

runoff into waterways and overburdening 

municipal sewer systems. Reduce runoff 
with permeable patio and driveway pavers, 

porous concrete, and green roofs. 

A brimming recycling bin won't get you 

the gold star anymore, but an empty one 

will: Forgo the newspaper subscription and 

read your daily news online. Save gas by 
downloading movies instead of driving to 

the video store. 

Raising animals for food production 

requires staggering amounts of water, 

energy, land, and grain. Eating less meat 

gives the environment a big break. 

There are a multitude of well-written books 

that illuminate ways to build and live green. 
A couple of the best new books include Off 

the Grid by Lori Ryker (Gibbs Smith) and 

Building Green: A Complete How-To Guide 

to Alternative Building Methods by Clarke 

Snell and Tim Callahan (lark Books). 

Take Redefining Progress's five-minute 

Ecological Footprint Quiz and find out the 

number of acres of productive land needed 

to support your lifestyle. If the results shock 

you, check out the website's What You Can 
Do section for ideas on living more sustain

ably. www.myfootprint.org ~ 
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Greased Lightning 
Thirty years from now, there will be no more oil. 
But that's, like, 30 years from now, and by then we'll all 
be driving hydrogen cars, teleporting to space hotels, 
and eating blue foods while wearing white unitards, 
right? The world will be clean, peaceful, and filled with 
grass and flowers, right? Right? 

Totally. I too share the utopian dream. I really do. 
The problem I'm having is how we're going to live for 
the next 30 years, how we're going to survive in a world 
of quickly diminishing resources, raging pollution, and 
terminal global instability. And for those of us who own 
cars, how it will be knowing every time we drive we'll 
be exacerbating this whole mess. 

But enough of the PBS buzz kill. The question that 
we who drive should be asking is, What can we do about 
it? Buy a hybrid? Sure, they're cleaner, but they also use 
the same unctuous black stuff that got us into trouble in 
the first place. Go hydrogen? Current hydrogen produc
tion is more pollutive than direct consumption of oil, 
and those cars aren't expected to be commercially avail
able for 10 or 20 years. So, now what to do? 

A few brave souls- actually, millions worldwide-

have turned to using vegetable oil. Mixed with a few 
chemicals to create biodiesel, vegetable oil can be used 
in any diesel engine without any conversions. Not only 
is it domestically made-for us and by us, the FUBU 
of alternative fuels- but biodiesel emits up to 78 per
cent fewer carbon-dioxide emissions when compared 
to conventional petroleum diesel. It can also be easily 
produced with anything from animal waste (like skulls 
and spines) to soybean oil to algae. In fact, every single 
vehicle in the United States could be fueled by algae-oil 
biodiesel- 140.8 billion gallons of it in a year- grown 
in a I 5,000-square-mile piece of currently unused desert. 
A dot on the map. 

Already, biodiesel production has tripled in the 
U.S., up to an estimated 75 million gallons in 2005. 
Though currently used primarily for commercial truck· 
ing fleets, biodiesel is available to the public at more than 
650 stations nationwide (www.biodiesel.org), a number 
expected to rise significantly as the price of biodiesel 
drops (which is currently anywhere from $1.75 to $p5 
per gallon depending on where you live) and petrol 
diesel skyrockets . .. 
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Contemporary lighting & ceiling fans from: 
Artemide • lngo Mauer• Tech Lightmg • Flos • 
Luceplan • The Modern Fan Co 

We'll show you the most fun you can have with the lights on! 

Dwell Community Events Jnd l'romot1ons 

Eco-Logical Solutions 
Proud to be one of the fi rst furn iture and cabinet makers in 

the US to earn Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification, 

Berkeley Mills (SW-COC-040) is committed to 

eco-logical solutions. 

For more information about Berkeley Mills, please visit 

www.berkeleymil ls.com 

(510) 549-2854 

Berkeley Mills 
east•wut furniture clHign• 

f,;S 
FSC 

© 1996 Forest Stewardship Counci l A.C. 

"If you are using scarce resources, there's a responsibility that 

goes along with that," says founding ,craftsman and Berkeley 

Mills CEO Gene Agress. "Our goal is to make furniture and cabi

netry that will last at least as long as it took the tree to grow". 

The Madera kitchen by Berkeley Mills 
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Another option is to use straight vegetable oil (SVO) 
or waste vegetable oil (WVO) as fuel, which gets you 
retro-cool points considering the first diesel engines 
popularized in 1900 were intended to run on peanut oil. 
And recent technology has made running modem cars 
on straight vegetable oil accessible not just to the eccen
tric, mechanically inclined hippy but to anyone willing 
to get a little greasy. 

"What first attracted me is that it was free," explains 
Denise Lindsay, a 45-year-old San Francisco architectural 
designer and mother of two who has been driving her 
I 984 Mercedes diesel wagon for just under a year on the 
waste vegetable oil she gets gratis at a local Thai restau
rant. "But then you find that it's better for the environ
ment and a renewable resource-those things committed 
me to staying on veg." 

Same with Colin McCullogh, a 30-year-old piano tuner 
from Sutton, Massachusetts, who recently converted his 
2000 VW TDI Beetle to run on WVO. "I drive a lot for my 
job and got tired of paying so much, polluting so much." 
Mccullogh, who gets his oil from a Middle Eastern restau
rant, has already put 4,000 miles running grease in his car. 

"I'm not a hugely mechanical person. This was easy- and 
so far it's been just wonderful." 

Lindsay and McCullogh's conversions enable them to 
use diesel, biodiesel, or 'WVO in any combination and, 

when they're in a pinch, even jugs of Wesson. "It's still 
experimental," says Lindsay. "You need to know how 
to tinker or have a good mechanic who understands 
the process- but I find those are small prices to pay." 

Purchased online for around $700, Lindsay's conversion 
was installed by her husband, Jeff Stump, a 3 5-year-old 
land conservationist who also drives a "Biobenz." Though 
early-'8os Mercedeses have become the car of choice for 
many vegetable-oil users (due to their legendary engines 
and irresistibly modish styling), any diesel car can be 
converted with an assortment of kits ranging from $300 
to $2,ooo-an amount WVOers argue they will recoup 
within a year or so of "free" driving. 

"In my job. I spend all my time showing people how to 
redesign their homes to be smarter, modem, and green," 

Lindsay says. "Am I then supposed to drive off in a pollut
ing, gas-guzzling car? No!" 

"It's time for all us to start practicing what we preach." • 

Copyr ri tea rr atcr 



CJ006 lford Windows & Doors. !1ic_ 

W'i h13ook 
PJ1fe Window is 

/.J Before you build or remodel get 
C.-e The Window Wish Book. It's filled with 

design ideas for your new windows and patio doors. 
Make your new home uniquely yours. Order your free copy online or by 
phone. 1-800-223-4873 7lJWw.hurd.com email: peifection@hurd.com 

I 

Adel ta 
Artifort 

Brayton 
Edra 
Herman Miller for the Home 
Kartell 

Knoll 
Louis Poulsen 

Richard Schultz 
Vitra 

I 

) 

• • • 
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• • • 

Don't miss our 
upcoming sale! 

10% 0ff 

e HermanMillerfor t~ 
June 3- 17,2006 
Some restrictions apply. ~ 

~ 
Free Shipping I 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 
1.888.329.0219 
Promotion code: dwell 
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Dwell Home II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

I ~~~~a;~~~?~· 
Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, 
Caesarstone quartz surfaces take concept to 
real ity by creating the perfect blend of form and 

function. Visit www.caesarstone.us.com or cal l 
(877) 978-2789. 

m]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air® offers a ful l line of bui lt-in appliances 

designed for the passionate home gourmet. For 
more informat ion, visit www.jennair.com or call 
(800) JENN-AIR. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North America, 
Maharam offers a comprehensive collection of 

interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, 
iconic modernist designs, and timeless textures. 
www.maharam.com 

emma gardner design 

Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a design and 
development company that specializes in fine 
contemporary rugs and superior qual ity interior 

accessories for residential, office, and hospitality 
space. For more information, please visit one of 
our 27 showroom partners' locations or 

www.emmagardnerdesign.com. 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the 
Autodesk"' Revit'" bu ild ing design and 
documentation system, purpose-built for 
building information modeling. Change anything, 

anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates the 
change everywhere. www.autodesk.com 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and 
worldwide distributors of George Nelson Bubble 
lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and 

California Case Study Furniture. 
Visit our website at www.modernica.net or 
call (323) 933-0383. 

Room&Boarcf 
Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends. 

Our home furnishings are inspired by great move
ments in furniture design and created for modern 
lifestyles. We combine c lassic, simple design, fine 

craftsmanship, natural materials, and affordable 
prices to offer outstand ing value. 

www.roomandboard.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern 
c lassics as we ll as home office seating through 
our nationwide network of consumer and on line 
stores. Visit www.hermanmil ler.com/hmhome 
or call (800) 646-4400. 

THE BOLD LOOK 
OF KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader 

in providing products of high design for the 
kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing 
trends and styles, Kohler continuously strives to 

lead the way and set new standards for gracious 
living by creating products that will deliver years 
of performance and add beauty and value to 

people's homes. www.kohler.com 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing 
original design and innovation to the ceiling fan indus
try. The designs celebrate the modern idiom through 
mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and 
contemporary f inishes. The Modern Fan Company is 

the only source for 21st-century ceiling fans. 
www.modernfan.com 

For more information, please visit www.dwellmag.com. 

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordi
nary furn i ture . Our unique modern designs and 
over-engineered construction form the foundation 

of our success, further supported by an extraordi
nary customer service staff. To see our complete 
line of lifestyle and A/V furniture, visit us at 
www.boltz.com. 

At1cnlide· 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning 

design line in the lighting industry, offering dec
orative and architectural luminaires featuring 
the perfect balance between form, funct ion, and 

performance. For more information, please visit 
www.artemide.us. 

ITiiJ~.~.QfORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs 
contemporary stainless steel entry door systems 
using the finest quality materials, ensuring every 

Neoporte door will last a lifetime. 
www.neoporte.com 

Poliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end wardrobe 
systems, wal I units, beds, and kitchens since 
194 2. Collaborating with leading European indus

trial architects such as Paolo Piva, Carlo Colombo, 
and Christian Liaigre, to mention on ly a few, 
Poliform has brought quality, fashion, function, 

and technology together to create unique and 
timeless design reflecting the personality of the 
contemporary homeowner. 
Call (888) POLI FORM for the showroom nearest 
you. Or go to www.poliformusa.com to download 

catalogs in realtime . 

@mstrong· 
Armstrong Floor Products, which inc ludes Bruce'", 
Armstrong™ Hardwood Flooring by Hartco"' and 
Robbins• , offers hardwood, resilient , laminate, 
ceramics, and Genuine Linoleum~. See products 
or download Design my Room'" to redesign any 

room in your home before you buy at 
www.armstrong.com or call (888) ARMSTRONG. 

.r I 



Dwell Community Events and l'ri mwt1011' 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense'" laundry system. German
engineered, the ultraSense™ washer and dryer 
feature the most advanced technology on the 
market, allowing you to wash more clothes than 
ever before at home, including cashmere, silk, 
and active wear. www.siemens-home.com. 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's 
first fu ll hybrid SUV. For more information call 
(800) 301-7430 or visit 
www.fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid 

{3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the # l manufacturer in the world for tan
ktess technology. Our tankless gas water heat
ers provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. www.noritzamerica.com 

Varenna 
Varenna is the kitchen division of Poliform, a true 
lifestyle furnishings retailer in the European tradi
tion. Poliform showrooms combine the sale of 
kitchens and furnishings in an architectural point 
of sale, selling to the trade and end-user alike. 
Italy's leading kitchen brand, Varenna offers a 
broad collection of models and finishes ranging 
from rich woods, to stainless steel, and lacquer 
colors. Contempcrary, timeless kitchen design, for 
a broad taste and budget. For a free consultation 
by a trained professional, call (877) VAR EN NA. 
Or go to www.poliformusa.com to download cata
logs in realtime. 

CHENGdesign·· 
Cheng Design is the award-winning design firm 
led by Fu-Tung Cheng. In addition to commis
sioned luxury home design and remodels, Cheng 
Design works with commercial architects, interior 
designers, contractors and homeowners to 
fabricate their own concrete-based countertops, 
kitchen islands, hearths, and water features. 
Cheng Design also sells signature kitchen hoods 
that reflect Cheng's uncompromising craftsman
ship and sculptural style. Cheng Design products 
can be shipped anywhere nationwide. 
www.chengdesign.com 

you could if you wanted to 
Sometimes your corner office is actually a closet. But that doesn't mean you can't have a 

workstation that takes advantage of every square inch. That's because Anthro's built-in 

modularity lets you do things 

with furniture that you never 

thought possible. Like putting 

a monitor, a printer and a 

slew of accessories on a 

workstation just over two feet 

wide. So for a workstation 

that fits you and your work 

exactly, contact our friendly 

and knowledgeable folks 

at 800.325.3841 or 

anthro.com/dwell. We'll 

help configure something 

just for you. ,e 
ANTI-Rb 

Techno•09y Furniture" 
ronondFtlMdly! 



Fatboy wears 
Marimekko! 
Introducing the world's first modern 
couture beanbag chair. The Fatboy 
Original, a new European altemative 
to the beanbag of the past. Ava ilable 
in 3 Marimekko patterns and 15 
solid colors. Email for your local 
dealer. 

Fatboy USA 
Tel. (919) 942-1608 
www.fatboyusa.com 
infoOfatboyusa.com 

Fold & Wallter™ 

Fold was created with the modern 
bed in mind. A series of streamlined 
bedspreads made to tuck in easily 
around platform beds. Coordinating 
pillows and throws complete the 
Fold line. Check out our line of easy
to-install paintable wall applications. 
"Wallter" will instantly bring y()ur 
walls to life. 

Tel. (510) 232-5018 
www.foldbedding.com 
www.wallter.com 

USAarchitecture.com 
Live. Work. Sleep. Dream. 

USAarchitecture.com connects unique 
home buyers, sellers, real estate 
agents, architects, and designers. 
We showcase the finest American 
architecture so that like-minded 
individuals who share enthusiasm for 
great design can search our national 
database and view available properties, 
architect portfolios, design links, and 
much more. 

Go ahead. dream a little. 

Case Envy'" 

Paperhaus, a haven for design
minded individuals, introduces a 
new portfolio line by Lost Luggage, 
maker of premium presentation 
tools. Case Envy~ products feature 
exclusive Lost Luggage details at a 
price everyone can afford. Available 
at Paperhaus in Seattle. Vancouver, 
and online. 

Shown: Ice Nine~ Portfolio in Orange 

www.paperhaus.com 

Shen space 
Conscious modern art and design 

Eastern influence and urban 
energy. A worldly vibe, a 
progressive mood ... Original 
abstract and modern paintings 
with an array of sizes and prices. 

Contributes to t he global 
humanitarian community. 

Tel. (646) 373-7263 

New York, NY 
www.shenspace.com 

Crypton Is . .. 
Smudge-proof 
Defy the elements, not your style. 
Crypton Fabric's full line of mess
free, stress-free products resist 
whatever I ife throws at them. 
Stain, moisture, bacteria, and 
odor resistant. Crypton promises 
protection. Check out our full line of 
products online. 

Tel. (800) CRYPTON 

www.cryptonfabric.com 

Nena Jaye 

Abstract expressionism voiced in 
the passionate interplay of oils, 
acrylics, natural fibers, and organic 
imprinting. Unleash your imagination 
with unique and compelling 
originals. Our limited-edition giclees 
use the f inest archival materials. 
View our award-winning website. 

Christina Nelson 
Tel. (702) 235-5156 
www.NenaJaye.com 
I nfo@nenajaye.com 

European Living 

living Divani-Porro 
Montana M~bler-Djob 

Moooi-Danskina 
Carl Hansen- Hay 
Kartell-Arper 
l11decasa-Alias 
Best I ite-Gu bi 
Flos-Antares 
Stelton-Vola 
Artemide-Serralunga 

Tel. (310) 691-8142 
www.europeanliving.com 
lnfo@europeanlivlng.com 
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Light Up Your Nights 

Light up your nights with Patio 
Embers, one of the hottest trends 
in outdoor living. With a marble 
top, formulated ceramic logs, and 
decorative lava rocks, the portable 
fireplace ignites with the touch of a 
button and creates a clean alternative 
to tradit ional outdoor fires. for more 
information visit us online. 

www.patioembers.com 

Felipe Echevarria 
Fine Art Originals 

Choose from a striking and 
eclectic display of highly unique 
fine art originals directly from an 
internationally collected American 
artist. A well-crafted original art 
piece always transmits and vibrates 
its intrinsic energy, and enriches 
the home and all who view it. 

Tel. (970) 482-7770 
www.FelipeEchevarria.com 
sales@FelipeEchevarria.com 

Cristian Dobles 
New York City Mandalas 

Museum-quality photographic prints 
that reflect the divine nature of the 
urban landscape. Inspired by ancient 
eastern Mandalas, these photographs 
composed of images captured 
from New York City sidewalks are 
strikingly modern. Exclusively online. 

Tel. (917) 439-4529 
www.photography.grupodobles.com 

Shown: "Tote," 52' x 48' acrylic 
on acrylic panel 

Cherner Chair Company 

Chairs, stools, and tables designed 
by Norman Cherner are found in 
design collections and museums 
worldwide. 

Please call our toll-free number for 
product information. 

Toll-free (866) 243-7637 
www .c hernerc hair .com 
mail@chernerchair.com 

M.Mongue 
Acrylic Paintings from a 
Berkshire Artist 

Originals and prints. This outsider 
artist draws inspirat ion from various 
mult imedia outlets. Themes of desire, 
happiness, and conflict are expressed 
in a vibrant geometric abstraction 
reminiscent of early Cubist works. 

Shown: "Jazz Bass Ill" 39' x 31' 
unframed original 

Michael Mongue 
www.mmongue.com 

Acme Made 

Designed protection for modern 
living. Acme Made offers a complete 
line of bags, totes, and accessories 
specifically designed to accommodate 
your computer, your work, and your 
life. Hand-crafted, guaranteed, and 
highly protective. Visit us online for 
our complete collection. 

Shown: Small Tote business brief 

Toll-free (888) 486-3191 
www.acmemade.com 

Rico Espinet for 
Robert Abbey 

Lighting rooted in a generous 
vocabulary of perspicuous form and 
function. 

Shown: Copa18 Chandelier, silver, 

crystal, and opaline glass. Available 
in black nickel and 12 light. 

384 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
Tel. (718) 797-2077 
www.shoprico.com 

Modern Hilltop Retreat 
Unique Country Home For Sale 

Dramatic views of the Connecticut 
River Valley from ±10 private acres. 
Built in 1967, recently rescued. 
Boston: 2 hours. Manhattan: 4 
hours. Brattleboro: 15 minutes. 
Woods, stream, pond, barn . Turnkey. 
Westmoreland, NH 

Gary Smith 
Tel. (603) 756·3276 
www.1967again.com 
house@fortapache.net 



Studio Fe 

House numbers that are an 
integral part of your home- not 
an afterthought. We offer a vari ety 
of designs that not only announce 
your address, they enhance yotJr 
architecture. Custom furniture 
designs also available. 

Shown: 23' x 8.5' f ine finish 

www.studiofe.com 

Dwell's Modern Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. f ormatted 118 
page or 114 page, four-color ads are 
available In the formats shown below. 

Stoneline Designs, Inc. 

Glass or stone top tables and 
casegoods for residential or executive 
office applications. The Axis Credenza 
shown has a granite top and an Anigre 
case suspended between textured 
steel legs and I-beams. Our 8 table 
lines include credenzas, desks, 
shelving, dining and conference 
tables to 30' with multiple pedestals 
and sectional tops. 

Tel. (919) 968-6905 
www.stonelinedesigns.com 

Seascape 

Bringing functionality to artful 
lighting is what we pride ourselves 
on. With In-house manufacturing, 
we are capable of customizing 
our lighting products to meet your 
specific project needs. 

Seascape Lamps Inc. 
P.O. Box 810 
freedom, CA 95019 
Tel. (831) 728-5699 
fax (831) 728-0658 
www.seascapelamps.com 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke 
laurenOdwellmag.com 
Tel. (212) 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlasko@nyc.rr.com 
Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 

The AS4 Modular 
Shelving System 
The AS4 is an elegant solution 
for home offices, commercial 
workstations, audio-visual centers, 
retail displays, and of course, 
shelving. 

Please contact us to find out what 
the AS4 can do for you. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. (718) 596-5045 
www.atlaseast.com 

!I 

ll 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art .. . the Cirque ceiling 
fan, a high performance dynamic 
sculpture, Good Design Award 
winner. View silver and multicolored 
blade versions on our website. 
Includes lOOW light and touch 
control system, remote control 
avai lable. Lifetime warranty. Buy 
great fan and lighting designs on 
our website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7am to 5pm PST. 

Toll-free (877) 858-5333 
www.g2art.com 
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MASS MoCA. 
What's next. 

Housed on a sprawling campus 
of restored 19th-century factory 
buildings in North Adams, 
Massachusetts, MASS MoCA is 
the country's largest center tor 
contemporary visual and performing 
arts in the country. With installations 
by Carsten HOiier, Huang Yong Ping, 
Eve Sussman, Yinka Shonibare, 
Jeremy Deller, Kamrooz Aram, and 
more. MASS MoCA is a theme park 

f,or thinking adults (and children). 
Open year-round with a fu ll schedule 
of performing arts too. For more 
information, call or visit on line. 

Photo: Kevin Kennefick 

t el. (413) MOCAlll 
www.massmoca.org 
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Weego Home 
stylish modern living 

spring is in the air 
awaken your interiors with fresh 
furniture and spring style 

view our new spring collection 
online and call to request our new 
spring mini catalog 

Toll-free (800) 659-3346 
www.weegohome.com 

F abu lousStationery 

Designed exclusively for you, our 
personalized note cards are truly 
unique. 

Choose from over 300 contemporary 
designs. Every set comes with our 
signature envelopes, offering a return 
address option at no charge. 
Save $5 by entering dwel I in the 
coupon code. 

www.fabulousstationery.com 

Contemporary Cloth 

Your website for contemporary, retro 
modern, reproduction, and hand si lk
screened textiles. Art Cloth designed 
by f iber artists. Add energy to your 
home and office! 

We donate l % of our net sales to 
St. Herman's House of Hospitality, 
a Cleveland shelter for persons who 
are homeless. 

Toll-free (866) 415-3372 
www.contemporarycloth.com 
www.modernwallart.biz 

Popcows™ Rug 

The classic cowhide rug goes pop! 
The finest Argentinian hides, both 
natural and dyed in over a dozen 
vibrant colors. These rugs are sure to 
bring any room to I ife. Custom sizes 
avai lable. For details visit us online. 

Shown: Super Zebra Lilac 

Toll-free (866) 788-4289 
www.popcows.com 

Relish 
because design matters 

For those looking for design
conscious home accessories 
and personal objects that 
inspire and touch our senses, 
look to Relish. An evolving 
collection of timeless pieces 
that you will keep forever. 
Wedding/gift registries. 

Shown: Michael Ru Glassware, UK 

Tel. (888) 00-U-RELISH 
www.relishstyle.com 

Pink and 10 Others 

Brighten up the backyard and feed 
the birds this summer with the 
colorful, durable, and gray squirrel 
proof ceramic J Schatz Egg Bird 
Feeder. Now available in pink and 
ten other glossy colors. Birds love 
eggs and so will you. 

Toll-free (866) 344-5267 
www.eggbirdfeeders.com 

Small Prefab-Modem Structures 

Designers David Ball inger and Ryan Smith have teamed up to bring affordable 
prefab structures to the market. Small mult ipurpose rooms for art, music, 
work, pool, storage, and fun. All parts are panelized and are designed for 
easy assembly. Weather-tight and good in both hot and cold climates, there 
is almost an unlimited amount of possibilities. It's time to add the space you 
really want and make the backyard your most important room in the house. 

MetroShed 
Tel. (818) 357-4000 
www.metroshed.com 

Modern-Shed 
Tel. (206) 524-1188 

www.modern-shed.com 

C oyr 



md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are thermally 
printed on cotton canvas. They arrive 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
Sized 3- 5 feet high and priced 
$145-$345. Complete your space 
with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free (888) 345-0870 
www.md-canvas.com 

Michael Moon 

Simply Beautiful Art 

9009 Melrose Avenue 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
Tel. (310) 273-6935 
or (310) 309-0512 
www.artmichaelmoon.com 

I 
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The Modern Minimalist 

Response to TM M's designs has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 3-D interior 
views are now available. 

TMM seeks purity in expressions of 
aesthetics and functionality in design 
through the concept of simplicity. 
This approach reduces design to the 
essential components of space, light, 
mass, volume, and form. 

www.tmmplans.com 
www.themodernminimalist.com 

let an -de occupy an important space in your modern life 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a 
Big Chi ll refrigerator. This may 
look I ike your mother's icebox, 
but t he Big Chill includes all of 
today's functionality, efficiency, 
and dependability. The only thing 
we left off was the chisel; no 
defrosting required! 

Toll-free (877) 842-3269 
www.bigchillfridge.com 
info@bigchillfridge.com 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 
Rakks aluminum shelves are an ideal 
solution for the storage and display of 
CDs and DVDs. Anodized-aluminum 
shelves. available in up to 12-foot 
lengths, provide attractive low-profile 
support. Infinitely adjustable Rakks
style shelf brackets act as bookends 
and allow positioning of shelves with 
optimal spacing to accommodate your 
collection. Call or visit us online. 

Toll-free (800) 826-6006 
www.rakks.com 

Welcome to the 
Neighborhood! 
Four projects one vision to redefine 
the way we live and work. 
Cube I Casa I Canvas I Cor 

The Miami Design District 
From 350K to Over 2 Million 

Nexus Development Group 
Prodigy International 

T·el. (305) 260-7000 
www.4projectsmiami.com 

Rakks· 

Current Carpets 
Fine Hand-Tufted Custom 
Contemporary Carpets 

Unique designs and architectural 
shapes. 100 colors. Any size or 
shape. Fernmark Wools of New 
Zealand. Tufted in t he United 
States. Six-week delivery. Custom 
design. ADEX Awards for Design 
Excellence. ASID Industry Partner. 

Hansine Pedersen Goran 
Toll-free (800) 485-8980 
www.currentcarpets.com 

at 



2Modern.com 

2Modern is the premier online 
destination for modern furniture, 
I ighting, textiles. accessories, 
and art. 

Exclusive 5% promotion code 
on all 2Modern items for Dwell 
subscribers: JuneDwell 

Toll-free (888) 222-4410 
www.2modern.com 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 

Using natural rocks reclaimed from 
New York City construction sites, 
Adam Distenfeld makes scu lptures 
and custom fountains for indoor and 
outdoor spaces. His studio, Brooklyn 
Rockwerks. is located in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 
129 Noll Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 
Tel. (718) 628-5993 
www.brooklynrockwerks.com 

Table 

Bronze 
Steel 
Copper 
Handmade 
UniQue 

www.garymagakis.com 

www.lOOPercentBlast.org 

Bleibtreu (blibe-troy) 
handmade cases for machine-made 
objects 

Vier laptop/diaper bag: a 
multifunctional bag can be used 
by the urban working mother 
before, after, and during the 
child's first year. Padded easy
access pockets can be used for 
diapers and/or laptops. For more 
information visit our website. 

www.blibetroy.com 

Modlivin.com 
Modern Furniture 

Located on the shores of Lake Orta, 
Alessi has established itself as the 
"factory of Italian design". Founded 
in the 1920s, they pride themselves 
in the art of household objects. Alessi 
operates flagship stores worldwide, 
and we're proud to carry their 
products in our store and website. 

5327 E. Colfax Ave. 
Denver, CO 80220 
Toll-free (888) 833-2884 
www.modlivin.com 

Zue 
Modern Art Prints 

A unique line of contemporary prints 
exclusive to our website. Available 
framed or unframed, our prints are 
the perfect addition to your home 
or office. 

Shown: Puzzle 

Toll-free (877) 983-6948 
www.zue-ny.com 
info@zue-ny.com 

Modernobject 
making minimal livable 

The core aesthetic of our furniture 
resides comfortably in the 
Xlounge. Inspired by minimalism, 
the Xlounge provides maximum 
function. featuring a martini table, 
magazine groove, and book cubby 
for ultimate lounging. As seen at 
ICFF and in The New York Times. 
See more online. 

Tel. (206) 226-1626 
www .momodern.com 
www.crave77.com 



Fabulux 

The Tavalux has a machined 
aluminum base with four rubber 
feet and a perforated aluminum 
shade backed by white opal 
acrylic. The slim shaft and f inial 
are si lver powder coat. The lamp 
has a full-range d immer on its 
cord. 150 watts max. 

Tel. (718) 625-7661 
Fax (718) 624-2006 
www.fabuluxinc.com 

Dream Floor= 
Green Floor 
Good for your environment. 
Good for the environment. 

Bamboo, cork, hardwoods, and 
natural l inoleum in styles to suit 
every aesthetic. Floating f loors (ideal 
for condos and over rad iant heat) 
and traditional formats. Berkeley
based, we deliver nationwide. 

Tel. (510) 550-4449 
Toll-free (877) 639-1345 
www.flooringaltematives.com 

Adair Glass Design 
Elegant. Timeless. Unique. 

Beautiful room dividers 
handcrafted with high-quality 
stained glass and lead-free metals. 
Provide privacy without blocking 
natural light and add a touch of 
elegance to your decor. Choose 
from 6 designs, 3 wood finishes, 
3 or 4 panel models. 72'H, 54'/ 
72'W. Visit our online store! 

Tel. (480) 993-2213 
www.adairglass.com 

Enzo Bellini 
Design Studio 

Fine modern furniture designed and 
handcrafted by Enzo Bellini in solid 
woods. Online portfolio available 
at enzobellini .com. Commissions 
accepted. 

Shown: Mango Chair, so/id African 
wenge, suede. 

Enzo Bellini Des,ign Studio 
Tel. (719) 686-9350 
www.enzobellini.com 
enzobelliniObigfoot.com 

Wogg-Pavilion 

Wogg-pavi I ion redefines shelter- as 
endlessly mobile and mult italented. 
It ' s an office, a loft studio, a gazebo, 
a bedroom under the stars-anything 
you want your wogg-pavilion to be. 
Choose from two sizes and four 
colors. Easy set-up in minutes. 

Toll-free (877) 992-0818 
www.wogg-pavilion.com 
infoOwogg-pavilion.com 

Dwell's Modem Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. Formatted 118 
page or 114 page, four-color ads are 
available in the formats shown below. 

Norwell 
Lighting and Accessories 

Norwell Lighting and Accessories 
is proud to introduce design-and 
finish-matched solid brass lighting 
and accessories from tradit ional to 
modern. The Wave is avai lable as a 
single or a double sconce and can 
be mounted in any orientation. Six 
matching bath accessories complete 
the suite. 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke 
la urenOdwellmag.com 
Tel. (212) 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlaskoOnyc.rr.com 
Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 

82 Stevens Street 
E.ast Taunton, MA 02718 
Toll-free (800) 822-2831 
www.norwellinc.com 
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Modern Outdoor 

Create your own Modern Outdoor 
environment. Our clean-lined 
outdoor furniture is engineered 
and manufactured for use in 
hotels, restaurants, spas, parks, 
and all manner of pub I ic spaces, 
yet beaut ifully designed to create 
wondrous spaces for residential 
sett ings. 

Tel. (818) 785-0171 
Fax (818) 785-0168 
www.modernoutdoor.com 

azarchitecture.com 

Visit t he only site dedicated to 
selling Architecturally Unique 
Homes in Arizona. Includes homes 
and new urban projects for sale, plus 
links to the area's best architects, 
designers, and galleries. 

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate 
Architecturally Unique Homes 
Tel. (480) 425-9300 
www.azarchitecture.com 

Pilot 

The distinctive resource showcasing 
t he creative works of talented young 
American artists. We represent a 
f ull range of styles and mediums 
varied enough for the discerning art 
buyer and affordably priced for the 
budding collector. Visi t our website 
to f ind out more. 

www.pilotarts.com 

3 Great New Reasons to Sleep Late in the Morning 

Now getting out of bed may be the 
hardest thing you do all day! Our 
solid steel beds are individually built 
and hand finished in the USA. The 
strong clean lines of the two-inch
thick steel gives a modern elegance 
to what will probably be t he best
looking, and definitely the strongest. 
bed you ever own. Assembly is easy 
and can be done in minutes. 

Visit www.boltz.com to see all our 
beds, as well as our complete l ine of 
lifestyle furniture. 

Toll-free (877) 804-7650 
www.boltz.com 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Proofed and Printed by Artist 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award-winning artist Campbell Laird 
for their modern home episode. Dwell 
magazine chose Campbell for its first 
Dwell Home. Join collectors from 
Trump Tower in NYC to modernist 
homes of t he Hollywood H ii Is. 
Archival, limited-edition artworks. 
Shown: Purer # 1 

Tel. (310) 915-5319 
www.campbelllairdstudio.com 
info@campbelllalrdstudio.com 

i1Fire Farm 
l.iQhlklQ 

Gala rt 
International Trade 

Elegant design. 
Impeccable quality. 
Accents and rugs in a range of woods 
and hides. 
Timeless appeal for any setting. 

Tel. (212) 213-3288 
www.galartintl.com 

Fire Farm Lighting 

Enjoy our line of fresh contemporary 
lighting or custom fabrication 
services to modify existing designs. 
We can create entirely new designs 
from your specifications. Visit our 
website to see some of the larger
scale f ixtures we've created for 
residential, contract, and hospitality 
environments. 

www.FireFarm.com 

G ALA RT 
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Flexible Laminates 
Cut, Peel, and Stick! 

FXSheeting- represents the latest 
innovation in decorative laminate 
technology. This product was 
developed in conjunction with 
General Electric. Transform any 
surface into a dazzling finish fast. 
Sixteen unique styles including 
metallics, exotic 3D shells, 
luxurious hardwoods, and carbon 
fiber. FXSheeting-comes in rolls 
or sheets. Perfect for resurfacing 
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Goshopmall.com 
A Slice in Design 

This is a table that would look out of 
place in a pool hall. Steel rails, slate 
top, leather pockets, powder-coated 
steel legs and frame. Options: 
stainless steel, custom fabrics, 108' 
x 60' dining top. The choice table 
for the Four Seasons and Catherine 
Bell. 

Toll-free (877) 766-7253 
www.GoShopMall.com 

backsplashes, countertops, cabinets, 
appliances, pantry shelves and 
much, much more. Application is as 
easy as contact paper and requires 
no special tools or training. 
Just cut to size, peel off the laminate 
backing, and press in place. 

Alsa Corporation 
Toll-free (800) 672-4250 
www.alsacorp.com 

The Perfect Picturewalr" 
A Gallery in a Box™ 

Nothing makes arranging and hanging 
photos easier than the patented 
Perfect Picturewar system. 
Professional results without the 
expense. Our kit comes complete 
with 10 solid wood frames, Pre-View 
Templates'" and hardware. 
No measuring . .• and no mistakes! 

www.thepicturewallcompany.com 

Babygeared 
gear for the modern baby and beyond 

Babygeared features essentials 
for the urbane parent from 
world-renowned designers and 
manufacturers . . . everything from 
modern kids' and parents' furnishings 
to crib linens, chic diaper bags, 
sporty strollers, gifts, and more. 

Toll-free (888) 868-8139 
www.babygeared.com 
customerserviceObabygeared.com 

RETRO@HOME 

Comfort, posture, style. Paying 
homage to Florence Knoll and Jens 
Risom, the Dexter furniture collection 
conveys elegance and sophistication. 
The Dexter furniture collection 
is available exclusively through 
RETRO@HOME. We specialize 
in vintage and new mid-century
modern home furnishings. Courtesy 
to the trade. 

3811 San Pablo Avenue 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Tel. (510) 658-6600 
www.retroathome.com 

Green Street Details 

Creating contemporary, American-made 
cabinet hardware from solid stainless, 
copper, brass, aluminum, and plastics. 
The T-Bar (shown) is available in 
diameters up to I ' , and in any length 
specified up to 140'. Finishes include 
a number of satin and polished metals 
as well as oil-rubbed bronze, antique 
brass. white, and black. 

8900 NE Vancouver Way 
Portland, OR 97211 
Toll-free (800) 275-7855 
www.greenstreetdetails.com 

Schoolhouse Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and 
commercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production and 
unavai lable for over 50 years. Retail 
showrooms in New York City and 
Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

To0ll-free (800) 630-7113 
www.schoolhouseelectric.com 
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Wrapables.com 

Let the warmth of spring and 
summer inspire lazy days of personal 
indulgence and much-awaited rest 
and relaxation in the comfort of your 
own home. Create the fantasy haven 
or garden oasis of your desires using 
our home decor products. We carry 
designer products from Jonathan 
Adler, notNeutral, dwell, and more. 
Come get inspired and unwrap your 
ideas with us by logging on now! 

Toll-free (877) 411-9600 
www.wrapables.com/dwell 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and 
visionary designers around t he world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Tel. (323) 951-0748 
Toll-free (866) 758-7430 
www.Plushpod.com 

Damian Velasquez 
Modern Handcrafted Furniture 

As a designer and craftsman, my 
approach is to bui ld furniture 
that evokes inspiration in myself 
and others. I am intrigued with 
manipulating simple shapes and 
forms to create my designs. 

Shown: Manhattan bar table and 
5-hole barstools 

Toll-free (8881 326-4268 
www.modernhandcrafted.com 

PLUSl-IPOD 
Modern Decor 

Xander Blue 
Uptown Blues Bar 

Xander Blue furniture fuses the 
mythical glow of old-world stained 
glass and the sleek style of high-tech 
construction. From the smoking 
Uptown Blues Bar to the intriguing 
Multiplication Tables, each piece 
is an undeniable statement of 
elegance. For more information call 
or visit us on line. 

Tel. (315) 685-1092 
Fax (315) 685-0267 
www.xanderblue.com 

SpectraDecor LLC 

Luminous cabinet hardware is 
100% recycled glass and lead-free 
pewter. Nine shapes and 19 glass 
colors. Made to order by American 
artisans. Custom sizes and colors are 
available by special order. Trade and 
public welcome. 

Shown: Grass round knob 

Toll-free (800) 550-1986 
www.spectradecor.com 

Empyrean 
Architecture/Planning/Fabrication 

We are the architects and designers. 
project managers. and craftspeople 
who listen. We provide expertise. 
experience, and refined bui lding 
systems. Only Empyrean, proudly 
offering Deck House, Acorn, and the 
Dwell Homes by Empyrean. Brochure 
available, $20. 

Toll-free (800) 727-3325 
www.emp-apf.com 

There's Something 
Afoot ... 
Joyce Barker-Schwartz designs 
the most innovative concept in 
floor treatment . . . customized 
handpainted, handwoven canvas rugs. 
The acrylic finish enables rugs to be 
used in high-traffic areas of home or 
office. Philadelphia showroom. 

Barker-Schwartz Designs 
Tel. (215) 236-0745 
www.jbsdesigns.net 
www.lOOPercentBlast.org 
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Urbana Garden Design 
Modern Landscapes for the Boston 
Metropolitan 

Urbana is a different kind of 
landscape design f irm. 

Our team of designers, fabricators, 
craftsmen, and management 
contribute to create living, inspired 
spaces unrivaled in detail , finish, 
and allure. 

Tel. (781) 641-0729 
www.urbanaboston.com 

Modernist 
Modular Homes 
Hip, Sleek, Cool 

The modernist dream can be yours. 
Liberating, elegant, efficient, free
flowing space that brings the outside 
in. Inspiring, f lexible designs. 
Transform your modernist dreams into 
reality. Add itional sleek designs. 

2770 Cardillo Avenue 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
Tel. (949) 413-6811 
www.modernlstmodularhomes.com 

johnvolkjewelry.com 

Something new. 
Something bold. 
Something for everybody. 
2006 collection in 14k white and 
pink gold ... and of course white 
and natural-colored diamonds. 

Tel. (310) 779-8589 
infoOjohnvolkjewelry.com 

Ga r d en Oealg n 

cardboardchair .com 

Beautiful modern furniture 
constructed of alternating layers 
of corrugated cardboard containg 

at least 30% recycled fiber with 
hardboard end caps. The surface 
has a pleasing suede-like touch. 
Available with water- and stain
resistant finish. Made in the USA 
using an environmentally friendly 
process. 

Tel. (919) 672-4192 
www.cardboardchalr.com 
info@cardboardchair.com 

Unicahome 
From the classic .. . to the fantastic! 

The Unicahome family features t he 
largest selection of modern design, 
furnishings, lighting, and accessories 
on the planet, all at your fingertips. 

Shown: Saguaro and Spear Cacti by 
foe Carroll 

7540 Dean Martin Drive, Ste. 501 
las Vegas, NV 89139 
Toll-free (888) 89-UNICA 
www.unicahome.com 
www.unicalighting.com 

Leo Gullick 
Fine Art Photography 
Key West 

Striking abstract images in vivid 

colors offered as limited-edit ion 
giclee prints on paper or canvas. 

www.leogullick.com 

Dwell's Modern Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. Formatted 118 
page or 114 page, four-color ads are 
available in the formats shown below. 

TheShadeStore.com 

Custom window treatments of the 
finest quality and style are now 
just a click away! Choose from 
our vast selection of hand-made 
shades, b linds, and draperies. 
Affordable prices, free samples, 
quick turnaround, exclusive 
fabrics, superb craftsmanship, 
and expert advice. 

Toll-free (800) 754-1455 
www.theshadestore.com 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke 
lauren@dwellmag.com 
Tel . (212) 382-2010 x25 
Southwest: Tracey Lasko 
tdlasko@nyc.rr.com 
Tel. (917) 892-4921 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwellmag.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 



Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 
Artist-designed contemporary 
concrete and wood furniture created 
for indoor and outdoor use. Each 
piece is stylish. combining sleek 
lines and pleasing proportions 
for furniture that 1s a harmonious 
addition to any setting. Made of solid 
exotic. domestic, and reclaimed 
hardwoods. 

Tel. (413) 527-4491 
www.douglasthayer.com 
mail@douglasthayer.com 
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Eco Modern 
General Contractors 

We build contemporary architecture 
with a green twist, offering full
service general contracting tor 
residential and light commercial 
projects. from renovations to 
complete homes. 

Environmental Construction Office 
San Francisco, Aspen, New York, 
Costa Rica 
Tel. (510) 848-2355 
info@eco-modern.net 
www.eco-modern.net 

Exotic Tile 
Spend more time in the bathroom! 

Now the sensational look of real 
dichroic glass tile is available at an 
unbelievable price! Alsa's Dichro 
Glass Tile features a patented new 
technology which offers sensational 
decoration effects that change color 
and hue as you view them from 
different angles. 

Our 30 tile combines the strength 
of traditional ceramic tile with the 
unbelievable beauty of true shell 
decorations. 

modern seed 
furniture, fashion, design for kids 

New original design from 
Modernseed. The Chalker is a 
dynamic table that encourages 
creative play. A durable fluid 
chalkboard surface creates a table 
like no other with the ability to draw 
and play on all sides. Jump, draw, 
race, or create--available only at 
Modernseed, All Things Modern for 
the Mini~. 

Toll-free (866) 301-9635 
www.modernseed.com 

Available in white mother of pearl, 
abalone and tortoise shell, these 
Illes may be mounted and grouted 
just like traditional tile. Introduce 
these rare and exotic beauties to 
your next design project. 

Alsa Corporation 
Toll-free (800) 672-4250 
www.alsacorp.com 

Stunning Modern 
Architecture 
Minutes from Ashland, Oregon 

Seven plus, wooded acres. 
Spectacular views become part of 
interior through 27-foot, folding, glass 
wa ll system. Steel-troweled accent 
walls. Granite/stainless kitchen. 
Custom cabinetry/bamboo floors. 
4br+ ofc./2.5ba; 3.500sf; 750sf of 
decking, $1,100,000. Virtual tour at 
ashlandhomes4sale.com. 

Royce Real Estate 
sandyroyceOaol.com 

The Cabana 
Expand your space 

Weatherized and affordable, The 
Cabana adds space, function, and 
value to any property. Use it as guest 
quarters, home office, or a lounge. 
Multiple sizes available. Handcrafted 
and customizable. Pre-tab for 
weekend installation. 

San Francisco Showroom 
Tel . (415) 206-9330 
www.modemcabana.com 

Innovations in Bamboo 
Ply~ Bamboo-Ply 

Plyboo bamboo-ply is made from 100 
percent rapidly renewable bamboo, 
using adhesives that are both strong 
and emissions free. Our standard 
¥.' x 48' x 96' sheets can be cut 
and sanded using conventional 
woodworking equipment. 

Photo; Design I Bettencourt 

Smith & Fong Plyboo• 
Toll-free (866) 835-9859 
www.plyboo.com 



FLUX 
Modular Tealights 

Purity of design, uncompromised 
quality ... FLUX from designer 
Michael Gal inac is a fusion of 
luxurious f inishes and interlocki1ng 
organic forms created from the finest 
grade aluminum, manufactured with 
exacting precision. Create your own 
designs from five unique modular 
tealight holders. 

Tel. (404) 395-9022 
www.michaelgallnac.com 

Island Treasure 
Range Hoods tor the Modern Market 

Blending Italian product design with 
cutting edge interior design, Sir ius 
Range Hoods offers a collection of 
bold and contemporary hoods with 
superior technology and efficiency 
along with whisper quiet 600cfm 
performance. 

Shown: SIU404 Island Hood 

Toll-free (866) 528-4987 
www.siriushoods.com 
info@siriushoods.com 

Bontempi Casa 

Toll-free (800) 553-0181 
www.bontempiusa.com 
salesObontempiusa.com 

There are umbrellas . 
and there are 
Shade Makers 
Only ShadeMakers marry contemporary 
design, yacht-grade materials, and 
over 200 designer colors. Developed 
by New Zealand sailing captain 
Russell Bond, they're a marvel of 
durability and precision engineering. 
ShadeScapes USA is the exclusive 
U.S., Canadian, and Caribbean 
importer of the ShadeMakers brand. 

Toll-free (866) 997-4233 
www.shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

Nest 
Products for Parents and Their Young: 
Modem, Sustainable, and Fun 

Nest makes children's furnishings that 
are modern and responsibly made. 
We offer toy boxes, hampers, seating, 
and other storage solutions made from 
organic cotton and other sustainable 
materials. 

Shown: Organic cotton toycube and 
toybox 

www.nestplease.com 

Combine Your DNA 
to Make Art 

DNAll creates custom art from your 
DNA on the highest-quality canvas. 
You can even combine your DNA 
with a loved one's. Available 
in multiple color schemes and 
sizes. The ultimate unique gift or 
conversation piece. Unleash t he 
artist in you. 

Toll-free (866) 619-9574 
www.dnall.com 

Meet House D. 

This is just one example from 
the collection of inspired studio 
homes designed by Jeffrey Morgan 
Mchitecture Studio. Preview 
additional homes on our website or 
call to discuss how our full-service 
architecture firm can assist you in 
freeing your inner modernist. 

Toll-free (800) 660-1774 
www.jmastudio.com 

Inhabit 

Introducing Wallflats embossed wall 
tiles. Simple, modern, versatile, and 
goof-proof . Wallflats are designed to 
expand in any direction, have peel
and-stick adhesive strips, automatic 
pattern repeat, and are paintable 
and biodegradable. Cover an existing 
wall, disguise a not-so-smooth wall , 
or add a modern pattern to any room 
setting. Surround yourself. 

www.inhabitliving.com 
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Unison 

Unison offers a fresh take on 
modernism with its minimal yet 
versatile textiles. Choose from our 
2006 collection of 100% cotton 
printed duvets, quilts, and throw 
pillows to create a modern look and 
bring color to your home. 

2000 W. Fulton F-109 
Chicago, IL 60612 
Tel. (3121 492-7960 
www.unisonhome.com 

Step Into The Future 

Europa Stairways . .. a new 
generation of stairs and railing 
systems of custom-made glass, 
stainless steel, wood, steel-powder 
coated, acrylic, LED lights in 
handrails, l ight systems in glass 
treads, and more! 

Visit our home page or order our 
catalogue . . . we will design and 
build your dream stair. 

Toll-free (888) 838-9235 
www.europastairways.com 

Klavierhaus Pianos 
Where Classic Pianos Are Reborn 

Nothing completes the modernist 
home like a Klavierhaus piano. 
Innovative design. 
Authentic craftsmanship. 
Unparalleled acoustics. 
Pianos from the 19th, 20th, and 
21st centuries. 

211 West 58th Street 
New Yorll, NY 10019 
Tel. (917) 670-3393 
www.klavierhaus.com 

Domani 

Classic modern reproductions 

direct from Asia. Domani is the 
alternative source of quality and 
affordable modern furniture for 
your home. Most items are stocked 
and ready to be shipped anywhere 
in North America. Trade and 
wholesale enquiries welcome. 

1011 Mainland St. (Yaletownl 
Vancouver, BC 
Tel. (604) 605-0606 
www.domaniinteriors.com 
direct@domaniinteriors.com 

Sometimes, 
Less Is Morse 
Ola Vihlborg applied his (dot and) 
dashing Code pattern to a large
sized steel plate in a chip-resistant 
lacquered f inish. Available in white 
or coral pattern. 

Winner of the 2006 Red Dot award 

Scandinavian Details 
364 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Toll-free (800) 928-4010 
www.minimal.com 

THG 
Create a dramatic architectural 
statement with the simple yet 
sophisticated designs of the THG 
Contemporary Collection. All 
THG products are meticulously 
handcrafted and finished in one of 
the 35 THG finishes to choose from. 
A fu ll collection of bath products 
and accessories are also available 
to match. 

Shown: Shao Lavatory Set 

Stone Forest, Inc. 

Exceptional functional sculpture, 
handcrafted in stone, copper, and 
bronze. 
Kitchen, bath, and garden. 

Call for catalog. 

Toll-free (888) 682-2987 
www.stoneforest.com!dwell 

THG 
6601 Lyons Road 
Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
Tel. (954) 425-8225 
www. thgusa.com 



ISS Designs Shelving 
Modem Des;gn with lnf;nite Adjustability 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom designed wall unit or shelving 
system. ISS Designs combines a clean 
modern look with strength and ease of 
installation. Wall mounted and pole 
mounted options. Anodized aluminum 
hardware with custom shelves and 
cabinets for design oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free (877) 477-5487 
www.issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.com 

Your Design+ 
Our Glass Studio 

Designers, cataloguers, and 
retailers .. . we are your source for 
art glass! IGA special izes in custom 
mouth-blown art glass and fusing/ 
slumping in our state-of-the-art studios 
in Mexico City. We work with top 
international brands, bringing quality 
and economy in the production of 
European-inspired art glass. 

Toll-free (888) 808.2806 
www.lnternationalGlassArt.com 

Special Edition 
670-671 
Vassar Designs is celebrating the 
production of the Limited Edition 
50th Anniversary Eames" Lounge 
Chair and Ottoman by offering 
a pair of design gifts valued at 
over $575-absolutely free! Each 
sale is tax-free and delivery is 
complimentary. 

Toll-free (800) 903-2075 
www.vassardesigns.com 

Lighten up, 
Lighten down 
Downtown's light-as-air comforters 
keep you perfectly cool on warm 

summer nights. Downtown's white 
goose down is hand-gathered, 
achieving the highest percentage of 
white goose down technologically 
possible for the dreamiest sleep. 
Downtown is hypoallergenic and 
pure. Mention Dwell and receive 
20% off your Downtown purchase. 

East 19th Street at Broadway, on 3. 
Tel. (212) 473-3000 x884 

Baci by Remcraft® 

Baci mirrors offer solid brass 
construction, beautiful finishes, 
and optical-quality glass for a 
long, trouble-free life. Baci's new 
Universal Swing Arm mirrors mount 
directly to the vanity top, and 
allow the mirror to adjust anywhere 
within a radius of 14 inches from 
its mounting point. Standard in 
chrome, or premium and custom 
finishes are available. 

Toll-free (800) 327-6585 
www.bacibyremcralt.com 

fi:s"PA TTERN 
ROTATING CARPET TILES-

Modern Living Spaces 

In the mood for a "Cosmopolitan"? 
Well , then come to Palm Springs, 
where the Cosmopolitan has 
great appeal as one of developer 
Modern Living Spaces' f ive new 
models of modern homes. Modern 
Living Spaces' name says it all: 
mid-century-inspired architecture 
designed for the new millennium. 
Located northeast of Palm Springs 
on the historic B-Bar-H Ranch 
Estates, Modem Living Spaces' new 

Cocoon: 6-Tile 
Area Rug 
Create a 6' x 9' changeable f loor 
design with these contemporary 
carpet t iles. Rotate a few tiles 
to change the look of your rug. 
TractionBac~ built-in tacky 
backing keeps the tiles in place, no 
adhesives or tape required. See site 
for full presentat ion. 

Bi nvetec 
Toll-free (877) 4-BINVETEC 
www.binvetec.com 
nolimitsObinvetec.com 

development showcases affordability 
combined with great style and 
aesthet ics, openness to t he outdoors 
(utilizing raw materials such as 
wood, concrete, and glass). and 
comfort. 

Modern Living Spaces 
P.O. Box 1703 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 
Tel. (760) 799-7676 
www.modernlivingspaces.com 



Image Locations, Inc. 
Lights, Camera, Locations! 

Almost every home you see in a 
magazine, print ad, or catalog belongs 
to a homeowner-just like you. 

Image Locations, Inc. is currently 
looking for modern and retro style 
homes for such projects. Earn 
additional income while showcasing 
your home in print ads, catalogs, and 
celebrity shoots. 

Toll-free (866) 90-IMAGE 
www.imagelocations.com 

green rus1on 
0 

Industrial Designer 
Parquet 
These are not your grandma's 
parquet floors! 

Stylish. Sexy. Versatile. Create 
your space .. . in any direction. 
Flooring. Walls. Furniture. Solid 
wood. Innovative green design. 
Commercial and residential. 

Modern f looring by hANdwerk. 

Tel. (702) 882-5632 
www.hANdwerk.cc 
an@handwerk.cc 

Pure Luxury 
Organic Bedding 
At Green Fusion Design Center 
change your world by choosing 
unique, stylish, green products, and 
furnishings for your healthy home: 
natural bedding, eco-paints, plasters, 
flooring, cabinetry, countertops 
and more. Visit our beautiful 4,000 
square foot showroom. 

Green Fusion Design Center 
Marin County, CA 
Tel. (415) 454-0174 
www.gfdcl.com 

Genius Jones 

Introducing the Mini Mies chair 
in polished stainless steel and 
buttoned leather. A precisely 
proportioned, 213 scale edit ion of 
the 1929 classic. Made exclusively 
for Genius Jones in the same U.S. 
factory that began producing the 
adult-size version almost 60 years 
ago. The perfect perch for your little 
modernist ! 

Toll-free (866) GENIUS-J 
Toll-free (866) 436-4875 
www.geniusjones.com 

., 

Modern Nursery .com 
begin life in style . . . 

Modern Nursery features essentials 
for modern living from the world's 
finest designers. Visit Modern Nursery 
for the largest selection of children's 
modern furniture, bedding, decor, 
gear, and toys. $10 off all orders over 
$100. Coupon code: DWELLJUNE. 

315 Spring Street 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Toll-free (877) MOD-BABI 
www. ModernN ursery .com 

Java AN Lowboy Cabinet 
When you don't want your TV on the wall 

The Java AN furniture line, with its 
rich espresso f inish, represents a 
new t rend to darker wood finishes. 
These pieces blend exotic Far East 
styling with modern technology and 
solid, f ine furniture construction. 
Their versatile, rock solid design 
supports any combination of AN 
gear up to 350 lbs .. and features 
deep shelves for easy wiring and 
built-in ventilation. 

Palette Contemporary 
Art and Craft 
Choose a rainbow . . . Select your 
favorite grouping of warm or cool 
colors ... It's difficult to pick "just 
one' ' exquisite Bambu vase. Begin or 
add to your collection today! 

Shown: Laura de Santillana's Bambu 
vases. Available in 29 colors! 

Tel. (505) 855-7777 
www. palettecontem porary .com 

Flat panel TV rails as well as the 
pictured Java Backdrop with mounts 
are available for "floating" your TV 
above the furniture when fastening it 
to the wall is not feasible. 

Sanus Systems 
Toll-free (800) 359-5520 
www.sanus.com 



4Projects 
(866) 623-9282 

www.4projectsmiami.com 

Aamsco Lighting 
(800) 221-9092 
www.aamsco.com 

Academy of Art Universi ty 
(800) 544-ARTS 

www.academyart.edu 

Acura 
www.acura.com 

American Institute of Architects 
(202) 626-7300 

www.aia.org 

Andersen Windows 
www.andersenwindows.com 

Anthro 

(800) 325-3841 
www.anthro.com 

apt 
(212) 219-7550 
www.apt-ny.com 

Ar.mani Casa 
www.armanicasa.com 

Aster Cucine 

ou-39-0721-28228 
www.astercucine.com 

Audi 
(800) FOR-AUDI 
www.audiusa.com 

Audiovox 
www.audiovox.com 

B & B Italia USA 
(800) 872-1697 
www.bebitalia.it 

Baronet USA 

(418) 387-5431 
www.ba1onet.ca 

BDI 
www.bdiusa.com 

Berkeley Mills 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Berloni 
(866) 4-BERLONI 
www.berloni.com 

Big Green Egg 

(770) 934-5300 
www.biggreenegg.com 

BMW 
www.bmwusa.com 

Boffi 
(212) 431-8777 
www.boffi.com 

Bontempi Casa 
(800) 553-0181 

www.bontempiusa.com 

Brrn Exotic 
Hardwood Flooring 
(800) 525-27rr 
www.bnrr.com 

Brindisiamo 

(707) 938-1834 
www.brindisiamo.com 

Built NY 
(212) 227-2044 

www.builtny.com 

Bulthaup 
(800) 808-292 3 
www.bulthaup.com 

Caesarstone Quartz Surface 

(877) 978-2789 
www.caesarstoneus.com 

California Closets 
www.calclosets.com 

Cappellini 

ou-39-031-759111 
www.cappellini.it 

Carl Hansen 

(416) 57 2-407 3 
www.carlhansen.com 

Cassin a 
(800) 770-3568 
www.cassinausa.com 

Ceramic Tiles of Italy 
(212) 980-1500 

Columbia Forest Products 
(800) 547-1791 

www.columbiaforestproducts. 
com 

Concrete Revolution 

(303) 893-4814 
www.concreterevolution.com 

Crypton Super Fabrics 
www.cryptonfabric.com 

Cuisinart 

(800) 726-0190 
www.cuisinart.com 

David Sutherland Showroom 

(214) 742-6501 
WW\v.cuisinart.com 

De La Espada 
www.delaespada.com 

Design Centro Italia 

(5 ro) 420-0383 
www.italydesign.com 

Desiron 

(21 2) 353-2600 
www.desiron.com 

Expo Design Center 
www.expo.com 

Fish Eye Wines 
www.fisheyewines.com 

Form + Function 
(800) 264-0057 

www.formplusfunction.com 

GMCDenali 
www.gmc.com 

Heath Ceramics 

(415) 332-3732 
\VWw.heathceramics.com 

Henry Hall Designs 

(415) 863-4868 
\VWW.henryhalldesigns.com 

Highbrow Furniture 
w\vw.highbrowfurniture.com 

Hive Modern 
(866) MOD-HIVE 
\vww.hivemodern.com 

Home Depot (Veranda) 
\vww.homedepot.com 
\vww.verandainfo.com 

Hunter Douglas 
www.hunterdouglas.com 

Hurd Windows and Doors 
(800) 223-4873 
www.hurd.com 

Interface FLOR 
(866) 281-3567 
www.interfaceflor.com 

Kartell 
(866) 854-882 3 
www.kartellus.com 

Kiawah Island Real Estate 

(877) 287-6450 

WW\v.kiawahisland.com 
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Kon tent + Real Noritz Simons Kitchen & Bath 

(212) 995-86I8 www.noritzamerica.com www.simons-hardware.com 

www.krfilms.com 
Ocean.side Glasstile Snaidero 

Lacava www.glasstile.com www.snaidero-usa.com 

(3 I 2) 666-4873 
www.lacavadesign.com Omnia Industries Sub-Zero 

(973) 239-7272 (800) 332-1405 
Lusonjuhl W\V\v.omniaindustries.com www.subzero.com 

(800) 866·6t 26 

www.larsonjuhl.com Paul Frank Industries TOTO USA, Inc. 

(949) 515-7950 (800) 350-TOTO ext.562 
Lexus Hybrid www.paulfrank.com www.totousa.com 
(800) USA-LEXUS 

www.lexus.com Pedini Trex 
(800) 404-0004 (800) BUY-TREX 

LG Electronics www.pediniusa.com www.trex.com 
(800) 942-3786 communit ' distincnve 
www.lgappliance.com Phaidon Press Ltd. Tufenkian 

W\vw.phaidon.com (800) 475-4788 
Ligne Rosel \vww.tufenkiancarpets.com 
(800) BY·ROSET Poli form 

www.ligne-roset-usa.com (888) POLIFORM VTech 

\\r\Vw.poliformusa.com (800) 595-9511 
Lumens \VWW.vtech.com 

(8 77) 445"4486 Rendezvous Music 

www.lumens.com \\"V\v.rendezvousmusic.com Valcucine 

(212) 253-5969 
Maharam Restoration Timber \V\vw.valcucinena.com 

(800) 64;-3943 (888) 563-9663 
www.maharam.com ''"V\v.restorationtimber.com Victor lnnovatex 

(418) 227-9897 
MasterCard Roche-Bobois www.victor-innovatex.com 
\vww.mastercard.com (800) 972-8375 dept. loo 

www.roche-bobois.com Vista Window Films 
Merchandise Man (800) 345-6088 
(800) 677-6278 Room&Board www.vista-films.com 
www.merchandiseman.com (800) 486-6554 

W\vw.roomandboard.com Vitra 
MINI Cooper (212) 929-3626 
(866) 467-MJNI Room & Company www.vitra.com 
W\vw.mini.com W\vw.roomandcompany.com 

Volvo 
Modem Fan Saab (800) 550-5658 
(888) 588-3267 (800) SAAB-USA \vww.vol vocars. us 
WW\V.modemfan.com www.saabusa.com 

YLighting 
Mode mica Saturn (888) 888-4449 
(213) 683-1963 (800) 5n-6000 \V\V\v.ylighting.com 
\vww.modemica.net www.satum.com 

Moroso USA, Inc. Sehonbek Worldwide 

(800) 705-6863 Lighting, Inc. When contacting our 
morosousa@moroso.it (866) 836-1892 advertisers, please be sure 

www.shonbek.com to mention that you 
Nana Wall Systems saw their ads in Dwell. 

(Boo) 8n-5673 Shaw Floors 
W\vw.nanawallsystems.com W\Vw.shawfloors.com 

NeoMetro Showhouse by Moen 
(Boo) 59I-9050 (800) BUY-MOEN 
\vww.neo-metro.com www.showhouse.moen.com 

Neopone Siemens AG 
(B77) 7I I-2 IOO W\vw.siemens.com 
W\V\V.neoporte.com 



HANDCRAFTING T I LE AND 
TABLEWARE I N SAUSALIT O 
FOR OVER 50 YEAR S. 

FACTORY STORE C. SHOWROOM 

400 GATE FIVE ROAD II SAUSALITO II CA 

FOR WHERE TO BUY GO TO 
www.hea1hceram1cs.com 

lo sourcing 

Chinmaya + Apurva COllabofatlve 
lBOO Cochran Pl. 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 
Tel: (310) 254-4377 
www.chacol.net 
Series 7 chairs by Arne Jacobsen 
www.fritzhansen.com 

: . 
Solar Decathlon 
www.eere.energy.gov/solar_ 
decathlon 
Science Museum of Vlr1inla 
www.smv.org 
National Building Museum 
www.nbm.org 
Vir&inla Polytechnic Institute and 
State Unlftrslty 
http:/Msolar.arch.vt.edu 
California Polytechnic State 
University 
www.solardecathlon.calpoly.edu 
University of Colorado 
http://solar.colorado.edu 

Leonard Koren 
www.leonardkoren.com 
Grohe (28 373) 
www.grohecatalog.com 
Barber Wilsons C. Co. Ltd. (PS-45) 
www.barwll.co.uk 
Hansgrohe Downpour Air Royale 
www.hansgrohe-usa.com 
Jado Wynd (816/082/150) 
www.jadousa.com 
Dombracht MEM (28 568 780) 
www.dornbracht.com 
Undesigning the Bath by Leonard 
Koren (Stone Bridge Press, 1996) 
A"anging Things: A Rehetoric 
ot Object Placement by Leonard 
Koren (Stone Bridge Press, 2003) 
Wabi-Sabi for Artists, Oeslgnets, 
~ts & Philosophers by Leonard 
Koren (Stone Bndge Press. 1994) 
The Flower Shop: Charm, Grace, 
Beauty, and Tendemeu In a 
Commerci.lrl Conh!.rt by Leonard 
Koren (Stone Brodge Press, 2005) 
www.stonebradge.com 

Normal Projects 

Michael Chen & Kan Anderson 
322 W. 15th St .. Unit 3 
New York, NY 10011 
Tel: (917) 214-6654 

~I~ CISSN 1530-5309), Volume VI. 
Number 6. 1s published monlt'lly. t..cctpl 
b1monthty 1n Dec/Jan, f:ebr'Mar, and Jul/ 
Aug, by Dwell, LLC .. 99 O>eoo<I Pltco. Stn 
Francisco. CA 94133-4629, U.S.A. 

Fax: (212) 924-4301 
normalOnormalpro1ects.com 
3Form Ecoresin 
2300 S. 2300 W., Ste. B 
Salt Lake City, UT 84119 
Tel: (801) 649-2500 
www.3·1orm.com 
1nfo0 3·form.com 
Rlchllte Company 
624 E. 15th St. 
Tacoma. WA 98421 
www.richlite.com 
infoOrichllte.com 
Miele, Inc. 
9 Independence Way 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
Tel: (800) 843-7231 
www.m1e1e.com 

Kina c. Wood 
Handel Lee 
31st Floor, Tower A 
J1anwa1 SOHO, 39 Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu Chaoyang District 
Be11ing 100022, China 
Tel: 011-8610-58785588 
Fax: 011-8610-58785599 
www.kangandwood.com 
Three on the Sund 
No. 3 the Bund 
3 Zhong Shan Dong Ya Rd. 
Shanghai 200002, China 
Tel: Oll-86·21·6323-3355 
Fax: 011-86-21-6323-3344 
www.threeonthebund.com 
Michael Graves & Associates 
341 Nassau St. 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
Tel: (609) 924-6409 
Fax: (609) 924-1795 
www.m1chaelgraves.com 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
www.mandaranoriental.com 
The Peninsula Hotels 
www.pen1nsula.com 
Jin Mao 8uildln1 
88 Century Blvd 
Pudong, Shanghai 200121, China 
Skidmore, Owings & Me"ill 
Ste 201, Block 7 
No 8·10 J1an Guo Zhong Rd. 
Shanghai 200025, Chana 
Tel: 011·8621-6473·5566 
Fax: 011·8621·5465-7536 
www.som.com 
somshangha10som.com 
Shanchal Art Museum 
325 Nan11ng Rd. W. 

1n the US , [N.-ell9 1S 1 r~1s1ered 
trademark of O·.-well LLC Publ1stier assumes 
no rtsi>0ns1b hty- for return oi unsohc1ted 
manusc:r•pls, art, or 1ny other unsoht•ted 
m1tef11ls. 

Shanghai 200003, Chana 
Tel: 011-86-21-6327-2829 
www.sh·artmuseum.org.cn 
YY (or Yin Yang) 
125 Nanchang Lu 
Shanghai, Chma 
Tel: 011·86·21·6466-4098 

Stockholm Furniture Fair 
www.stockholmfurn1turefa1r.com 

Cooper-Hewitt, National Design 
Museum 
2 E. 91st St. 
New York, NY 10128 
Tel: (212) B49-8400 
www.ndm.s1.edu 

Heath Ceramics 
Factory and Factory Store 
400 Gate FIVe Rd. 
Sausahto. CA 94965 
Tel: (415) 332-3732 
www.heathceram1cs.com 

XL cable organizer by ZHO 
Innovation 
www.zhomnovat1on.com 
Cable manager by 2HO Innovation 
www.zhoinnovation.com 
Cable Zipper by Evriholder 
Products Inc. 
www.evr1holder.com 
Cableyoyo by Slueloun1e Desl1n 
www.cableyoyo.com 
PowerSquid surge protector by 
Flexity 
www.powersquad.net 
Cable Turtle by Flex/The Innovation 
Lab 
www.flex.nl 

Schuylkill River Skaiepark Project 
www.ph1llyskatepark.com 
1deasOphillyskatepark.com 
Anthony Bracali Architecture 
www.abarchllc.com 
Greatff Philadelphia visitor site 
www.gophala.com 

Chang Architects 
Oesign team/consultants, 
Chang Yong Ter 

Subscript on pote f0t U.S. res•dtnts 
!.24 00 f04' 9 issues. Canadian subKr1pt1on 
1ate: $29.9~ (GST 1n<:h.1dedl tor 9 1u..ies 
All other countries: $35.95 fOf 9 tHues 



Leong Teng Wu1 
Andrew Lee 
Yang Yeo 
16 Morse Rd .. Unit 216 
Smgapore 099228 
Tel: 011-65-62718016 
Fax: 011-65-62718219 
cyt85@magox.com.sg 
Project manager: 
Nest Space Planners Pie Ltd. 
Edwin Foo 
125 Joo Choat Pl. 
Smgapore 427854 
Tel: 011-65-9191·9988 
nestspaceplannersOyahoo.com.sg 
Eames chaise 
www.v1tra.com 
Gwapa lounge chair and ottoman 
by Marcel Wanders 
www.mooo1.com 
Superlight 750 sofa by Barber 
Osgerby 
www.cappeil1no.1t 
De Dietrich oven 
www.ded1etroch.co.uk 
Amana refrigerator 
www.amana.com 

Industrial Facility 
Pegasus House. 2nd Fi. 
116-120 Golden Ln. 
London EC! Y OTL, England 
Tel: 011-0207-253-3234 
Fax: Oll-0207-490-4411 
www.induslrialfacliity.co.uk 
ma1l@industrialfac1lity.co.uk 
Turner Castle Associates 
www.turnercastle.co. uk 
Tulip table by Eero Saarlnen 
www.knoll.com 
Eames chairs 
www.hermanmoller.com 
Bertoia chairs 
www.knoll.com 
Parentesi and Lampadina lamps by 
Archllle Castiglloni 
www.flos.net 

IJlE::ln . " 
Architecture W 
1421 NW 14th Ave. 
Portland. OR 97209 
Tel: (503) 239-5848 
Fax, (503) 239-5846 
www.arch1tecturew.com 
emailOarch1tecturew.com 
Ecocolors 
www.columb1aforestproducts.com 

To orde' a subscflpt1on to O·t.tlt OC' to 
inqu re aboul 1n eJtiSt1n1 iubscr1pl10f'I 

please write to: Dwell th111.z1nt Cu1torr1r 
Service. P.O. Box 5100, Hit an, IA 51!>93 
0600, or call (877) 939.3553 

Oevin Grosz 
Robert Mann Gallery 
210 !Ith Ave. 
New York, NY 10001 
Tel: (212) 989-7600 
Fax: (212) 989-2947 
www.robertmann.com 

cco 
Christopher C. Oeam 
99 Osgood Pl. 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
www.cdeam.com 
ccdeamlCearthhnk.net 
Fusion Building Company 
Jonathan Cunha 
Tel: (415) 868-0647 
www.fus1onbu1ldmgcompany.com 
1nfo0fus1onbu1ld1ngcornpany.com 
OZO car 
Tel, (866) 696-5966 
www.ozocar.com 
Moroso Lowland couch 
www.moroso.1t 
Building Resources 
701 Amador St. 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel: (415) 285-7814 
www. bu 1 ldmgresources.org 
brsfcrOyahoo.com 
Global Green USA Headquarters 
2218 Main St.. 2nd Fl. 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Tel: (310) 581-2700 
Fax: (310l 581-2702 
www.globalgreen.org 
ggusaCglobalgreen.org 
Eastern Awning 
www.easternawnong.com 
Mechoshade 
www.mechoshade.com 
Ann Sacks tiles 
www.annsacks.com 
Engl neered bamboo flooring by 
Eco Timber 
www.ecottmber.com 
Modular shelving and storage 
systems by Vitsoe 
www.v1tsoe.com 
Downsview Kitchens 
www.downsv1ewk1tchens.com 

Jennifer Roberts 
www .goodgreenhomes.com 
Jenn1fer01enn1ferroberts.com 

Peuoaicats Pos.tage Paid at san Francisco, 
CA artef 11 add111onal mailing otf1<:es. 
POSTMASTER: Please H nd address 
cnanps to Ov.elt. P.O. 8oK 5100. Harl~n. IA 
51593-0600 
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GO<>d Grttn Kitchens: The 
Ultimate Resource for Creating a 
Beautiful, Healthy, Eco-Friendly 
Kitchen by Jennifer Roberts (Gibbs 
Smith. 2006) 
www.g1bbs-sm1th.com 
Rainforest Action Network 
221 Pine St.. 5th Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Tel, (415) 398-4404 
Fax: (415) 398-2732 
www.ran.org 
ramforest@ran.org 
Leger Wanaselja Architecture 
2808 Adeline St .. #4 
Berkeley, CA 94703 
Tel: (510) 848-8901 
Fax: (510) 848-8908 
www.lwarc.com 
lwarcOpacbell.net 
Fusion Building Company 
Jonathan Cunha 
Tel: (415) 868-0647 
www.fus1onbu1ldmgcompany.com 
1nfoClus1onbu1ldmgcompany.com 
Off the Grid: M<>Mm Hornes and 

Alternative Enel'f)' by Lor• Riker 
(Gibbs Smith. 2005) 
www.g1bbs-sm1th.com 
Building Green: A Complete How
To Guide to Alternative Buildlne 
Methods by Clarke Snell and Tim 
Callahan (lark Books, 2005) 
www.larkbooks.com 
Ecological Architecture: A Critical 
History by James Steele (Thames & 
Hudson, 20051 
www.thameshudson.co.uk 
National Biodiesel Board 
www.biod1esel.org 
San Francisco Biofuels Cooperative 
www.sfbiofuel.org 
Grease Car Vegetable Fuel Systems 
www.greasecar.com 

Abby Suckle Architects 
5ll W. 25th St., Ste. 302 
New York. NY 10001 
Tel: (212) 604-0900 
Fax, (212) 414-2753 
www.abbysuckle.com 
1nfoCabbysuckle.com 

I I 

Phoros and Boll Ions 
horn Modem Fon Co. 

• 
Fans far from the ordinary. 

Ceiling fans with o point of view 

from The Modern Fon Company. 

Now with free someiloy shipping. 

Modern lighting, Ions and home 

accessories. From the best known 

names to the best kept secrels. All 

bocked up by expert service. 

lumens 
I I I I 

www.lumens.com 
877.445.4486 



I Houses We Love 

The Boardmans' house in 

Carlisle , Massachusetts, may 
have begun its life as an out
cast but has since taken kindly 
to its wooded surroundings. 

240 Dwell June 2006 

I Story by Hil lary Geronemus I Photo by Jason Rogers 

Vital Signs 
To say that the Boardmans' house is like a fish out of 
water is putting it mildly. Colonials, McMansions, and 
converted barns surround this 1957 steel-and-glass 
modular box on stilts. The five-bedroom home, with 
its single-pane industrial windows and prefab Acorn 
partitions, would fit in more with Southern California's 
Case Study Houses than this bucolic corner of Carlisle, 
Massachusetts. But that's part of its charm. 

Originally commissioned by the Megowens, a young 
couple with a penchant for modernist design, the house 
was constructed by local architect John Nickols. Working 
off a plan published in F.R.S. Yorke's 1937 classic The 
Modern House in England, the 24-foot-wide-by-108-foot
long house was built with steel support beams placed 
every I 2 feet, acting as natural room dividers, and floor· 

to-ceiling windows looking ou t at nothing but nature. 
Barbara and David Boardman bought the house in 

1987, and lived here with their two sons for 18 years 
before finally deciding it was time to renovate. It wasn't 
an easy task. The house was built with an unforgiving 
system of plumbing and electricity, meaning that 
Barbara, acting as the general contractor, had to col
laborate extensively with her architect (and sister), Abby 
Suckle, to devise innovative solutions for updating the 
50-year-old design. One year and $200,000 later, the 
unconventional house that "raised a good deal of wry 
Yankee comment," as the Boston Globe wrote in r964, has 
proven to be a good- if at times troublesome-home 
and a pleasant reminder of New England's often over
looked modern architectural history. • 
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